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AT  the  opening  of  the  year  volume;  and  the  sudden,  though 

1839^  the  puhlic  attention  concentrated^    movement    of   the 

was  directed   to  two  suhjects  of  manufacturing  interest  in  hostility 

very  general  interest.     These  were  to  the  existing  system   of  com- 

the  proceedings  and  progress  of  laws.     The  position  of  the  govern- 

the  chartists^  of  whom  some  ac-  ment,  whose  task  it  was  to  contend 

count  has  been  given  in  the  latt  with  these  two  formidable  sources 
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of  difficulty^  must,  however^  form 
the  first  subject  of  our  considera- 
tion. 

We  took  occasion^  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  volume  for  the 
year  1837,  to  comment  at  some 
length  on  the  particular  aspect 
which  the  state  of  parties  then  pre- 
sented in  this  country.  That  con- 
dition of  things  has  continued  up  to 
this  time  with  so  slight  alteration, 
as  to  afford  little  or  no  opportunity 
for  the  renewal  of  a  similar  course 
of  observation.  The  two  great 
parties  which  divide  opinion  in 
England — whether  we  call  them 
whig  or  tory,  conservatives  or  re- 
formers— have  maintained  nearly 
the  same  relations,  both  of  position 
and  force :  the  whigs  just  strong 
enough  to  remain  in  power ;  and 
their  opponents  uniformly  pre- 
cluding their  making  any  use  of  it. 
To  statesmen,  who  look  in  office  to 
something  beyond  the  mere  emo* 
lument  of  salary  and  patronage, 
such  a  situation  might  be  supposed 
anything  but  desirable.  We  do 
not  assume  that  such  is  the  only 
inducement  for  the  adherence  of 
the  present  government  to  their 
places,  but  really  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  what  other  consolation  they  can 
have  in  the  possession  of  them, 
unless  it  be,  as  we  formerly  hinted 
— the  satisfaction  of  keeping  their 
adversaries  out. 

To  the  country  generally,  the 
protracted  continuance  of  such  a 
state  of  affairs,  is  no  doubt  preg- 
nant with  inconvenience  of  every 
kind.  The  impartial  politician, 
may  nevertheless  console  himself 
with  the  reflection,  that,  after 
all,  it  might  be  much  worse ;  and 
indeed,  judging  by  the  indica- 
tions which  the  tendency  of  public 
opinion  presented  after  the  passing 
of  the  reform  bill,  a  much  worse 
one  might  reasonably  h^ve  been 


apprehended.  If  the  existing  ba- 
lance of  parties  impede  the  march 
of  useful  legislation,  it  equally 
suspends  all  movements  of  rash  and 
experimental  innovation ;  if  it  de- 
prives us  of  a  iirm  and  vigorous 
government,  at  least  it  assures  us 
the  protection  of  a  strong  con- 
servative opposition.  The  power 
of  obstruction  which  the  opponents 
of  the  present  administration  pos- 
sess, might  in  other  hands  be  em- 
ployed to  purposes  the  most  per. 
nicious  to  the  peace  and  order  of 
the  state.  Confided  to  men,  who, 
by  their  social  position,  not  less 
than  by  their  avowed  political 
principles,  are  emphatically  bound 
to  the  maintenance  of  its  welfare, 
we  may  indulge  the  hope,  that 
however  party  tactics  may  be 
allowed  to  embarrass  the  decision 
of  some  particular  measures,  the 
opposition,  in  its  general  move- 
ment, will  take  care  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  be  steadily 
and  substantially  consulted. 

As  we  have  already  observed, 
the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
parties  continued  much  the  same 
they  were  described  to  be  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1837. 
The  demise  of  the  crown,  which 
took  place  in  the  course  of  that 
year,  did  indeed  deliver  the  minis- 
ters from  an  avowed  adversary  in 
the  person  of  the  monarch,  and 
they  have  so  availed  themselves  of 
their  means  of  early  and  exclusive 
access,  as  to  secure  an  equally  firm 
and  acknowledged  friend  in  his 
youthful  successor.  But  this  cir- 
cumstance has  lost  much  of  the 
importance  which  it  would  have 
possessed  previously  to  the  passing 
of  the  reform  bill.  The  effect  of 
that  measure  has  been  virtually  to 
deprive  the  crown  of  almost  ail 
voice  in  the  selection  of  its  minis- 
ters.   There  is  no  longer  a  con- 
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siderable  party  in  the  two  houses  a  ministry^  denominating  itself  one 

of  parliament,  understood  to  be  al-  of  reform,  to  satisfy  the  expecta* 

ways  ready^  under  ordinary  cir<*  tions  which  such  a  style  and  title 

cumstances,  to  support  the  king's  was  naturally  calculated  to  excite, 

government  into  whatever  hands  Accordingly,  the  movement  party 

it  may  be  confided.     Nor>  we  may  had  long  ago  expressed  their  dis- 

addj  in  the  present  instance  can  it  gust  with  the  moderation  of  their 

be  said,  that  the  open  preference  of  former  leaders  in  the  cause,  and 

their  fair  and  youthful  mistress,  has  their  distrust  even  of  the  sincerity 

added  materially  to  the  popularity  of  their  continued  professions  of 

of  her  servants  with  the  country  reform,   and   were   only  kept  in 

in  general.     Still,  however,  there  something  of  subordination  by  the 

can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ministers  conviction,  that^  after  all,  their  sole 

have  found  considerable  advantage  option  in  respect  of  a  government 

in  her  support.     It  secures  them  lay  between  the  present  men  and 

at  least  from  any  experiment  on  the  Tories.     So  nice  indeed  was 

the  part  of  the  crown  similar  to  the  division    of   parties    at    this 

that  which  they  underwent  from  time,  that  the  most  vehement  of 

their  late  master  at  the  close  of  the  liberal  impugners  of  the  minis- 

1835.     It  further  ensures  to  them  try^  did  not  dare  to  withhold  from 

the  full  exercise  of  the  power  of  it   the  assistance   of  their  votes, 

dissolution — a  prerogative,  which  though  by  the  loud  and  frequent 

perhaps  presents  the  only  remain*  expression  of  their  dissatisfaction, 

in g  means,  by  which  the  crown  can  they  materially  contributed  to  the 

operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  decline  of  its  popularity  without 

of  the  house  of  commons.  doors. 

In  that  house,  the  supporters  of  Another  ground  of  this  change 

the  ministry,  had  upon  the  whole,  is  to  be  found  in  the  continued 

rather  decreased  in  number  since  close  connexion  of  the  government 

their  accession  to  the  government ;  with   Mr.  O'Connell.     Notwith- 

though  not  to  such  an  extent  as  standing  his  many  services  in  the 

would  seem  to  justify   their  op.  cause  of  reform,  that  gentleman 

ponents  in    taking    their   places*  has  never  enjoyed  the  sympathy  of 

unless   with    the  assurance   of  a  any  considerable  mass  of  the  £ng« 

power  of  eventual  appeal  to  another  lish  people.  In  spite  of  the  boasted 

parliament*     In   the  country  ge-  progress  of  modern  liberality  in 

nerally,     the    popularity    of    the  such  matters,  popery  is  still  un- 

whigs  may  also  be  said  to  have  popular    in    this    country.      The 

continued  on  the  decline.    Many  conservative  party  is  well  aware 

causes  are  obviously  assignable  for  of  this  fact,  and  its  adherents  and 

this  effect.     In  the  first  place,  it  is  organs  accordingly,  if  not  its  chiefs, 

one  which,  more  or  less,  is  apt  to  have    sedulously   endeavoured   to 

attach  to  the  exercise  of  the  duties  take  advantage  of  it,   by  aggra-* 

of  government  in  whatever  hands  vating  in  every  possible  manner 

they  may    be    placed,    but  more  the    apprehensions    of    Romanist 

especially  when  its  more  obnoxious  intrigue  and  encroachment.  These 

functions  are  performed  by  a  party  efforts  have  evidently   been    not 

professing  themselves  the  natural  without  their  effect  upon  the  po« 

advocates  of  popular  rights.  More-  pularity  of  the  whigs,  and  may  so 

over»  it  was  peculiarly  difficult  for  far  be  said  to  have  materially  served 
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the  cause  of  their  adversaries  as  an 
opposition ;  hut  though  the  em- 
ployment of  such  means  may  acce- 
lerate the  return  of  the  conserva. 
lives  to  power,  we  suspect  they 
will  find  it  to  have  grievously  em- 
barrassed their  subsequent  exercise 
of  it. 

Ireland  is  still,  as  it  has  been  for 
the  last  forty  years,  the  cardinal 
point  of  English  domestic  politics. 
At  this  moment,  their  government 
of  that  part  of  the  empire  may  be 
said  to  form  at  once  the  strength 
and  the  weakness  of  the  present 
ministers.     On  the  other  hand,  we 
believe  the  warmest  friend  of  sir 
Robert  Peel,  cannot  but  entertain 
some  misgiving  as  to  the  manner 
in  which,  on  his  return  to  power, 
he  would  be  able  to  deal  with  that 
part  of  our  public  administration. 
One  thing  indeed  seems  certain— 
if  it  be  an  anti-papal  and  anti-Irish 
cry  that  brings  him  into  office,  the 
necessary  reaction  of  it  on  the  sistei: 
island  will  make  it  hardly  possible 
that  he  should  long  retain  it.     The 
experience  of  every  year  affords 
fresh  evidence,  how  impossible  it 
is  for   this   country   to   continue 
the  government  even   of  its  re- 
motest dependency,  on  principles 
unpopular  with  the  mass  of  the 
inhabitants.     Nothing,    therefore, 
can  be  more  wild  than  the  imagi. 
nation,    that    the    connection    of 
Ireland  with  Great   Britain,  can 
be     maintained     on     any    other 
than  grounds  of  mutual   interest 
and  goodwill.      The  only    alter- 
native  is  a  military  occupation ; 
which,  if  there  were  no  higher 
objection  to  such  a  measure,  would 
be    demonstrablv   not    v/orth   the 
trouble  and  expense  of  it.     We  do 
not    dissemble    to    ourselves    the 
many  and  grave  sacrifices  which 
under  the  happiest  circumstances 
must  attend  the  solution  of  this 


political  problem  ;  but  it  should  be 
remembered,  that  grievous  as  they 
may  be,  it  is  not  for  England  to 
complain  of  them.  Her  connexion 
with  Ireland  originated  in  con- 
quest, and  for  centuries  was  main- 
tained only  by  force  of  arms;  for  the 
embarrassments,  therefore,  which 
yet  beset  that  relation,  she  is  her- 
self properly  and  exclusively  re- 
sponsible, and  indeed  may  be  said  to 
be  only  now  suffering  the  rightful 
retribution  which,  sooner  or  later, 
ever  follows  the  infliction  of  wrong. 
The  movements  of  the  people 
calling  themselves  chartists  formed, 
as  we  have  said,  a  principal  subject 
of  embarrassment  at  this  period,  and 
were  still  more  important  from  the 
indications  they  seemed  to  afford  of 
a  growing  disaffection  of  the  lower 
orders  to  the  state.  For  the  prin- 
ciples of  chartism  itself,  we  shall 
not  have  far  to  seek ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstances that  have  more  imme- 
diately contributed  to  their  recent 
developement,  are  still  more  obvi- 
ous to  our  research. — Moralists 
have  long  busied  themselves  in 
proving  that  the  means  of  happi- 
ness are  pretty  equally  distributed 
to  all  classes  of  the  community ; 
but,  however  well  founded  their 
conclusion  may  have  been  in  this 
respect,  we  doubt  if  they  have  ever 
succeeded  in  convincing  that  party 
which  is  the  most  interested  in  the 
truth  of  it.  The  contrast  afforded 
by  the  privations  of  the  many,  and 
the  superfluities  of  the  few,  and  the 
equally  marked  disproportion  that 
exists  between  their  physical  im- 
portance and  their  direct  weight 
in  the  state,  are  facts  which 
have  naturally  and  at  all  times 
aflbrded  topics  of  discontent  to 
the  multitude.  Nothing,  we  ap- 
prehend, could  have  prevented 
a  more  frequent  outbreak  of  this 
feeling,  but  the    effect  of  long^ 
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unbroken  habit;  to  which  we 
may  add  a  sort  of  instinct  of  sub- 
mission to  established  authority, 
which,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
domestic  order,  seems  to  have  been 
implanted  in  the  human  constitu- 
tion. Persons  forming  the  bulk 
of  that  class,  or  indeed  of  any  class, 
do  not  we  believe  reason  much, 
otherwise,  a  better  motive  for  for- 
bearing such  attempts  on  their 
part,  might  be  found  in  the  demon- 
strable hopelessness  of  them;  as 
far  we  mean  as  regards  their  pro- 
fessed objects.  It  is  evident  that 
the  most  complete  success  of  an  in- 
surrection of  this  nature,  would 
have  the  effect  only  of  aggravating 
all  the  sufferings  and  privations 
which  it  was  intended  to  remove. 
Ilie  great  mass  of  every  people  de- 
pend upon  employment  for  their 
subsistence.  The  means  and  the 
recompense  of  this  are  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  accumulation  of 
capital,  and  the  security  of  pro« 
perty ;  both  which  circumstances 
depend  immediately  on  the  preser* 
vation  of  public  peace  and  order. 
The  People  may  suffer,  but  certainly 
it  is  not  by  the  use  of  their  physical 
resources  of  power  that  the  source 
of  their  suffering  can  be  abated. 
The  remedy  may  not  the  less  lie 
with  themselves,  but  it  is  in  the  em- 
ployment of  their  moral  resources 
that  we  must  look  for  it.  We  are 
far  from  meaning  to  affirm  that 
government  may  not  most  impor- 
tantly contribute  to  this  effect,  and 
that  it  is  its  first  duty  so  to  endea- 
vour; and  if  the  late  popular  move- 
ments should  have  operated  to 
awaken  it  to  a  livelier  sense  of  its 
duty  in  this  respect,  we  shall  see 
little  to  regret  in  their  occurrence. 
The  principle  of  those  move- 
ments, is,  as  we  have  said,  to  be 
found  in  human  nature.  Their 
more  immediate  occasion  we  must 


seek  in  the  reform  bill.  The  di*- 
rect  effect  of  that  measure,  both 
by  its  nature,  and  the  means  by 
which  it  was  carried,  was  to  break 
the  sense  of  prescription,  and  the 
habit  of  obedience  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  The  measure  itself, 
may  have  been  as  necessary,  and 
its  benefits  in  many  respects,  as 
important,  as  its  authors  and  advo- 
cates asserted ;  but  it  has  not  the 
less  inflicted  an  immedicable  wound 
on  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try. It  was  absurd  to  suppose, 
that  the  doctrines  then  put  forward 
by  the  supporters  of  the  mea- 
sure, would  be  carried  no  farther 
than  suited  their  convenience,  or 
that  others  would  not  be  found, 
who,  for  their  own  objects,  would 
be  ready  to  push  them  to  their 
strictly  legitimate  consequences. 
As  little  was  it  likely  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  lower  orders,  after  ha- 
ving been  successfully  employed 
for  securing  the  franchise  to  the 
class  just  above  them,  would  not 
soon  be  disposed  to  venture  a  simi- 
lar experiment  of  their  strength 
for  objects  more  directly  interesting 
to  themselves.  This  was  the  more 
to  be  expected,  from  the  necessary 
disappointment  which  followed^ 
of  all  those  promises  of  immediate 
alleviation,  by  which  their  active 
support  had  been  purchased. 

It  must  have  seemed  a  singular 
illustration  of  the  fulfilment  of 
these  hopes,  that  one  of  the  first 
measures  proposed  and  carried  in 
the  reform  parliament,  was  the 
change  in  the  poor-law.  That 
that  measure  was  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  and  that  by  its 
main  provisions  it  will  ultimately 
conduce  to  that  effect,  we  are  fully 
assured ;  but  it  was  difficult  to 
persuade  the  poor  themselves  of 
this,  and  particularly  that  genera* 
tion  of  them  who  had  grqwn  up 
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under  a  different  system.  Accord- 
ingly^ it  was  to  the  assistance  of  an 
anti-poor  law  agitation,  that  the 
chartist  leaders  were  chiefly  in- 
debted for  the  first  spread  of  their 
anarchical  doctrines.— -The  attempt 
which  was  at  the  same  time  made 
in  another  quarter^  to  excite  a  popu- 
lar feeling  against  the  com  laws, 
did  no  doubt  contribute  to  the  same 
end— ^though  in  this  last  instance 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  chartists 
themselves  took  any  direct  part.-— 
On  the  contrary,  they  took  pains 
on  every  occasion  to  express  their 
conviction,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
com  laws  would  of  itself  do  little 
for  the  improvement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  labouring  classes,  al- 
ways contending  that  thesocial  evils 
under  which  they  suffered,  required 
remedies  -of  a  far  more  searching 
and  sweeping  character.  At  every 
public  meeting  for  petitions  against 
the  corn-laws,  they  uniformly  pro- 
posed additions  of  a  political  cha- 
racter, to  the  resolutions  on  which 
they  were  to  be  founded;  the  effect 
of  which  was  in  many  instances,  to 
cause  the  abandonment  of  them  al. 
together.  The  policy  of  this  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  chartists  is 
not  very  apparent,  unless  it  be  that 
their  leaders  were  averse  to  the 
remo  al  of  any  seeming  grievance, 
by  the  continuance  of  which  the 
discontent  of  the  multitude  might 
be  kept  alive,  and  its  co-opera- 
tion thus  better  secured  for  the 
accomplishment  of  their  own  par* 
ticular  enda.— >We  may  add,  that 
neither  against  the  com  n<nr  the 
poor-laws,  were  the  attempts  at 
agitation  us  successful  as  might 
have  been  expected,  considering 
die  pc^ular  character  of  the  argu« 
ments  employed  by  the  adversaries 
of  those  enactments,  and  the  se« 
rious  amount  rfdistress  which  was 
actually  pressing  od  tbe  labouriog 


classes  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. We  know  not  how  to  account 
for  this  result,  unless  it  be  that  the 
disappointment  of  their  expecta- 
tions in  the  instance  of  the  reform 
bill,  has  given  the  people  generally, 
B  distrust  of  political  doctors,  and 
a  distaste  for  their  remedies. 

Parliament  had  been  summoned 
to  meet  on  the  6th  of  February, 
on  which  day  the  Session  was 
opened  by  the  Queen  in  person. 
We  shall  give  the  speech  delivered 
by  her  Majesty  on  this  occasion 
entire. 

'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  rejoice  to  meet  you  again  in 
Parliament.  J  am  particularly 
desirous  of  recurring  to  your  advice 
and  assistance  at  a  period  when 
many  matters  of  great  importance 
demand  your  serious  and  deliberate 
attention. 

'*  I  continue  to  receive  from  Fo- 
reign Powers  gratifying  assurances 
of  their  desire  to  maintain  with  me 
the  most  friendly  relations. 

'^I  have  concluded  with  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  which,  I  trust,  will  ex- 
tend and  improve  the  intercourse 
between  my  subjects  and  those  of 
the  Fmperor. 

"  I  have  also  concluded  a  treaty 
of  the  same  kind  with  the  Sultan, 
calculated  to  place  the  commercial 
relations  between  my  dominions 
and  the  Turkish  Empire  upon  a 
better  and  more  secure  footing. 

'*  I  have  directed  copies  of  these 
treaties  to  be  laid  before  you. 

**  I  have  engaged,  in  concert 
with  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and 
Russia,  in  negotiations  with  a  view 
to  a  final  setUement  of  the  difier- 
ences  between  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium. 

^'A  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
founded   upon  auterior  arrange* 
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ments,  which  have  been  acceded 
to  by  both  parties,  has^  in  conse- 
quence^  been  proposed  to  the  Dutch 
and  Belgian  Governments.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
the  Dutch  Government  has  already 
signified  to  the  conference  its  ac- 
ceptance of  that  treaty^  and  I  trust 
that  a  similar  announcement  from 
the  Belgian  Government  will  put 
an  end  to  that  disquietude  which 
the  present  unsettled  state  of  these 
affairs  has  necessarily  produced. 
The  unanimity  of  the  five  allied 
Powers  affords  a  satisfactory  secu- 
rity for  the  preservation  of  peace. 

**  I  lament  the  continuance  of 
the  civil  war  in  Spain,  which  en- 
gages my  anxious  and  undiminished 
attention. 

*'  Differences  which  have  arisen 
have  occasioned  the  retirement  of 
my  Minister  from  the  Court  of 
Teheran.  I  indulge,  however,  the 
hope  of  learning  that  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  these  differences  will 
allow  of  the  re-establishment  of 
my  relations  with  Persia  upon 
their  former  footing  of  friendship. 

"Events  connected  with  the 
same  differences  have  induced  the 
Governor-general  of  India  to  take 
measures  for  protecting  British  in- 
terests in  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
and  to  enter  into  engagements,  the 
fulfilment  of  which  may  render 
military  operations  necessary.  For 
this  purpose  such  preparations  have 
been  made  as  may  be  sufficient  to 
resist  aggression  from  any  quarter, 
and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  my 
eastern  dominions. 

**  The  reform  and  amendment  of 
the  municipal  corporations  of  Ire- 
land are  essential  to  the  interests 
of  that  part  of  my  dominions. 

"It  is  also  urgent  that  you 
should  apply  yourselves  to  the 
prosecution  and  completion  of  those 
measures  which  have  been  recom« 


mended  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners of  England,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  established  church,  and  of 
confirming  its  hold  upon  the  affec- 
tions and  respect  of  my  people. 

*'  The  better  enforcement  of  the 
law,  and  the  more  speedy  and  cer- 
tain administration  of  justice,  are 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community ;  and  I  feel 
assured  that  you  will  be  anxious 
to  devote  yourselves  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  measures  which  will 
be  submitted  to  you  for  the  purpose 
of  attaining  these  beneficial  results. 

"  Gentlemen  of  tJie  House  of 
Cojnmons, 

"  I  have  directed  the  annual  es- 
timates to  be  prepared  and  laid 
before  you. 

**  Adhering  to  the  principles  of 
economy,  which  it  is  my  duty  to 
enforce  in  every  department  of  the 
state,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend that  adequate  provision  be 
made  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service. 

"I  fully  rely  on  your  loyalty 
and  patriotism  to  maintain  the  effi- 
ciency of  those  establishments 
which  are  essential  to  the  strength 
and  security  of  the  country. 


€< 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 


"It  is  with  great  satisfaction 
that  I  am  enabled  to  inform  you^ 
that  throughout  the  whole  of  my 
West  Indian  possessions  the  period 
fixed  by  law  for  the  final  and  com- 
plete emancipation  of  the  negroes 
has  been  anticipated  by  acts  of  the 
Colonial  Legislatures,  and  that  the 
transition  from  the  temporary  sy8« 
tem  of  apprenticeship  to  entire 
freedom  has  taken  place  without 
any  disturbance  of  public  order  and 
tranquillity.  Any  measures  which 
may  be  necessarji  in  order  to  give 
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full  effect  to  tbi»  great  anci  benefi- 
cial change,  will,  I  have  no  doubt^ 
receive  your  careful  attention. 

**  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  with 
deep  concern,  that  the  province  of 
Lower  Canada  has  again  been  dis- 
turbed by  insurrection,  and  that 
hostile  incursions  have  been  made 
into  Upper  Canada  by  certain  law- 
less inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 

''  These  violations  of  the  public 
peace  have  been  promptly  sup- 
pressed by  the  valour  of  ray  troops 
and  the  loyalty  of  my  Canadian 
subjects. 

'*  The  President  of  the  United 
States  has  called  upon  the  citizens 
of  the  Union,  to  abstain  from  pro- 
ceedings so  incompatible  with  the 
friendly  relations  which  subsist 
between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

'*  I  have  directed  full  informa- 
tion upon  all  these  matters  to 
be  laid  before  you,  and  I  recom- 
mend the  present  state  of  these 
provinces  to  your  serious  considera- 
tion. 

"  I  rely  upon  you  to  support  my 
firm  determination  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  my  Crown;  and  I 
trust  that  your  wisdom  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  secure  to 
those  parts  of  my  empire  the  benefit 
of  internal  tranquillity,  and  the 
full  advantages  of  their  own  great 
natural  resources. 

**  I  have  observed  with  pain  the 
persevering  efforts  which  have  been 
made  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
to  excite  my  subjects  to  disobedi- 
ence and  resistance  to  the  law,  and 
to  recommend  dangerous  and  iUe* 
gal  practices.  For  the  counterac- 
tion of  all  such  designs,  I  depend 
upon  the  efficacy  of  the  law,  which 
it  will  be  my  duty  to  enforce,  upon 
the  good  sense  and  right  disposition 
of  my  peoplei  upon  their  attachment 


to  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
their  abhorrence  of  violence  and 
disorder. 

'^  I  confidently  commit  all  these 
great  interests  to  your  wisdom; 
and  I  implore  Almighty  God  to 
assist  and  prosper  your  counsels." 

Before  the  commencement  of 
the  debate  on  the  address  in  the 
house  of  lords,  and  even  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  read  the 
speech,  lord  Durham  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  lord  Melbourne, 
when  it  was  his  intention  to  lay 
upon  the  table  that  information 
respecting  the  affairs  of  Canada, 
which  had  been  referred  to  in  her 
majesty's  speech.  The  latter  re- 
plied, that  it  would  be  produced  as 
soon  as  ministers  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  its  con- 
tents. This  intimation  of  delay, 
however  short,  gave  great  dissatis- 
faction to  lord  Durham,  and  means 
were  found,  as  will  be  presently 
stated,  for  immediately  communi- 
cating the  *'  report'*  to  the  public 
in  its  original  state,  unmutilated 
by  official  caution. 

The  earl  of  Lovelace  then  pro- 
ceeded to  move  the  address.  After 
touching  in  the  usual  manner, 
upon  the  various  topics  of  the  royal 
speech,  he  noticed  the  high  price 
tnen  borne  by  the  necessaries  of 
life.  This  brought  him  to  declare 
himself  an  advocate  for  the  repeal 
of  the  corn  laws,  though  at  the 
same  time,  he  contended  that  no 
blame  was  ascribable  to  ministers 
for  omitting  to  mention  that  sub- 
ject in  her  majesty's  speech,  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  public 
mind  upon  the  question— the  ex- 
aggerated expectations  which  were 
entertained  on  one  side — and  the 
unfounded  apprehensions  that 
might  be  felt  on  the  other.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  did  not 
ihink  that  ministers  were  bound 
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to  declare  themselves  in  favour  of 
either  repealing  or  maintaining  the 
existing  laws. 

Lord  Lovelace,  with  some  little 
intrepidity  of  doctrine,  proceeded 
to  assert  that  the  great  distress 
which  had  heen  occasioned  hy  the 
high  price  of  food  had  heen  much 
mitigated  hy  the  heneficial  opera- 
tion of  the  new  poor-law.  In 
1831,  when  the  same  cause  was  in 
operation,  extreme  misery  was 
experienced,  and  very  great  out- 
rages were  perpetrated ;  and  yet, 
at  that  time,  the  price  of  hread  was 
fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  lower 
than  at  the  present  time.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  wages  had  not 
attained  a  desirable  level,  but  a 
disposition  was  apparent  on  the 
part  of  the  land-owners  to  con- 
sider the  condition  of  the  labourer. 

The  duty  of  seconding  the  ad- 
dress having  been  discharged  by 
lord  Vernon,  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton proceeded  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments. He  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  make  to  the  speech  from 
the  throne.  It  had  nothing  to 
say  ( and,  in  his  opinion,  very 
properly),  to  corn-laws,  to  poi>r- 
laws  in  England  or  Ireland,  to 
lord  Durham's  mission,  and  to 
many  topics  of  similar  importance, 
which  would  claim  consideration 
on  future  occasions.  He  concur- 
red with  the  tenour  of  the  address, 
displaying,  as  it  did,  a  favourable 
picture  of  foreign  affairs,  and  es- 
pecially with  that  part  of  it  which 
related  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Hollando  -  Belgic  question.  The 
commercial  treaties  with  Austria 
and  Turkey  were  then  noticed  by 
the  duke  in  terms  of  approbation. 
With  respect  to  the  Irish  corpora- 
tion bill,  he  was  not,  he  said,  dis- 
posed to  depart  from  the  principles 
upon  which  he  had  acted  in  the 
preceding  session.    On  the  affairs 


in  Upper  Canada/  the  duke  expres- 
sed himself  in  strong  language, 
affirming  that  the  system  of  private 
war  which  prevailed  on  the  fron- 
tier was  unknown  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  They  might 
read  of  such  things  in  the  history 
of  barbarian  nations,  but  never  till 
the  case  before  them,  had  instances 
occurred  of  such  wars  between  ci- 
vilised ones.  Her  majesty's  loyal 
subjects  in  tliat  province  had  the 
clearest  claim  to  have  the  strong 
arm  of  government  extended  over 
them  for  the  defence  of  their  lives, 
of  their  rights,  and  of  their  pro- 
perty. Yet  though  hundreds  after 
hundreds  of  the  persons  who  assail- 
ed the  loyal  portion  of  the  Cana- 
dian population  had  been  captured, 
so  ineffectual  seemed  the  laws  that 
the  outrages  continued  without 
abatement.  Unless  vigorous  steps 
were  speedily  taken,  they  would 
find  their  province  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada treated  much  as  Texas  had 
been.  He  therefore  entreated 
government  to  consider  this  as  a 
great  national  war ;  to  remember, 
that  it  involved  the  highest  na- 
tional interests,  and  that  it  behoved 
them  to  proceed  on  a  large  scale 
of  action  if  they  desired  to  bring 
it  to  a  safe  and  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. Without  entertaining  any 
doubt  of  the  intentions  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  he 
could  not  but  feel  regret,  when 
he  saw  American  citizens  coming 
armed  into  our  territory,  armed, 
too,  with  cannon  belonging  to 
the  United  States;  nor  could  he 
avoid  feeling  surprise  when  he 
was  assured  that  it  was  out  of  the 
power  of  that  government  to  pre- 
vent such  transactions.  There 
could,  he  conceived,  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  civil  government  of 
any  country  was  capable  at  anytime 
of  preventing  the  collection  of  bodies 
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of  troops  within  its  territory  for 
the  purpose  of  invading  neighbour- 
ing states;  but  here  they  saw 
the  United  States'  government 
sitting  down  quietly,  and  taking 
hardly  any  notice  whatever  of  the 
invasion  of- the  British  provinces 
by  its  subjects.  The  duke  finally 
addressed  himself  to  the  last  para- 
ffraph  of  the  queen's  speech  which 
Had  reference  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  chartists.  *'My  lords," 
proceeded  his  grace,  "  1  could  wish 
her  majesty's  ministers,  and  the 
noblemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
supporting  them,  to  attend  most 
particularly  to  this  subject.  It  is, 
indeed,  but  too  true  that  such  ef- 
forts have  been  continually  made 
to  excite  her  majesty's  subjects  to 
resistance  to  the  laws.  But  in 
connection  with  this  fact,  let  me 
remind  you  of  a  discussion  which 
took  place  in  parliament  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  noble  lords, 
and  one  high  in  office,  came  down 
and  insistol  with  the  utmost 
warmth  upon  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  not  interfering  with 
what  they  described  as  the  rights 
of  the  people,  demanding  that  no 
restriction  whatever  should  be 
thrown  on  their  right  to  assemble 
in  large  bodiesy  which  dangerous 
doctrine  was  not  even  limited  by 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  that  such  assemblies  must 
not  be  in  numbers  sufficient  to 
create  alarm  in  the  community. 
Remember,  too,  that  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  noble  lord,  at 
the  head  of  the  home  department, 
was  proclaiming  a  doctrine  of  that 
kind,  in  its  fullest  extent,  at  a 
meeting  at  Liverpool,  large  crowds 
of  men  were  alarming  the  country 
by  torch-light  meetings."  The 
duke  concluded  by  remarking  that 
it  had  become  an  annual  practice 
to  insert  in  the  speech  an  au« 


nouncement  of  thegreat  tranquillity 
prevailing  in  Ireland.  This  an- 
nouncement, then,  as  heretofore, 
he  begged  to  be  understood  as  dis- 
tinctly calling  in  question* 

Some  discussion  then  took  place 
between  lord  Colchester  and  the 
earl  of  Minto  upon  the  propriety  of 
omitting  all  mention  of  the  state 
of  the  navy  in  the  queen's  speech ; 
after  which  the  earl  of  Winchilsea 
uttered  a  protest  against  the  repeal 
of  the  corn-laws,  and  earl  Roden 
threw  out  a  few  remarks  on  the 
absence  of  all  *^  allusion  in  the 
speech  to  the  situation  in  which 
the  loyal  population  of  Ireland  was 
placed  ; "  lord  Melbourne  next 
proceeded  to  address  the  house. 

Although  no  mention  had  been 
made  in  the  speech  from  the  throne, 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  com,  or  of  several 
other  topics  which  had  been  noticed 
by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
address,  he  admitted  that  it  was 
not  in  any  degree  unnatural,  con- 
sidering the  character  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  on  the  part  of  those 
noble  lords,  to  have  taken  that 
course,  and  that  it  would  be  no 
less  to  be  expected  that,  the  sub- 
ject having  been  mooted,  other  no- 
ble lords  should  be  desirous  of  ex- 
pressing their  opinions  upon  it. 
For  his  own  part,  lord  Melbourne 
said,  that  he  should  have  been  in- 
dined  to  have  pursued  the  prudent 
course  of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
and  have  abstained  from  touching 
upon  these  topics,  were  it  not  for 
an  observation  that  had  been  made 
in  process  of  the  debate,  that  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  die  address 
would  not  have  introduced  their 
sentiments  upon  the  corn-laws,  had 
not  those  sentiments  been  previ- 
ously known  and  sanctioned  by  the 
government.  **Now,"  continued 
lord  Melboumei  ^' the  oom-laws 
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have  been^  ever  since  the  formation 
of  the  present  government,  an  en- 
tirely open  question^  a  question^  on 
which  all  the  various  members  of 
the  administration  have  formed 
distinct  opinions.  Unquestionably, 
my  lords,  I  believe,  that  the  majo- 
rity of  these  gentlemen  are  favour- 
able to  a  change  in  the  present  sys- 
tem ;  I  am  not  willing  to  go  into 
any  debate  on  the  com.laws  on  the 
present  occasion^  I  wish  to  avoid 
it,  but  I  have  no  reluctance  to 
state  my  individual  opinion  on  the 
subject  —  that  opinion,  which  I 
have  on  a  former  occasion  ex- 
pressed, and  to  which  I  now  dis- 
tinctly adhere^  is,  that^  though  I 
am  not  prepared  to  pledge  or  bind 
myself  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
present  system  as  the  best  possible, 
I  am  not,  at  the  same  time,  pre- 
pared, either  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament or  of  the  government,  to 
pledge  myself,  from  any  information 
which  I  have,  to  an  alteration  of 
the  law  as  it  stands.'*  After  some 
remarks  on  the  settlement  of  the 
dispute  between  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium, and  on  the  Austrian  treaty, 
and  after  soliciting  the  forbearance 
of  the  house  with  respect  to  the 
measures  which  were  in  progress 
in  the  east,  until  all  the  various 
circumstances  connected  with  them 
should  be  disclosed,  lord  Melbourne 
proceeded  to  advert  to  the  affairs 
of  Canada.  It  was  quite  clear,  he 
admitted,  that  a  state  of  things  did 
exist  on  the  North  American  fron- 
tier greatly  to  be  deplored,  yet 
when  they  remembered  the  dispo- 
sition exhibited  by  the  various 
states  there  to  interfere  with  each 
other's  afi&irs,  and  the  tendency  to 
private  warfare,  it  was  one  not 
greatly  to  be  wondered  at.  He 
was  a  little  at  a  loss  to  understand 
the  ground  of  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton's complainti   that  there  bad 


been  an  absence  of  all  vigorous 
demonstrations  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment in  this  quarter.  There 
was  in  Canada  a  large  establish- 
ment of  regular  troops,  besides  a 
very  considerable  militia  force, 
**  forming  together  an  army  power- 
ful enough  to  laugh  to  scorn  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  by 
the  sympathisers."  When,  how- 
ever, they  considered  the  character 
of  the  country,  its  innumerable 
and  extensive  lakes,  forests,  and 
morasses,  it  must  be  clear  that  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  keep 
up  such  a  force  as  utterly  to  pre- 
vent all  sudden  aggressions,  and 
predatory  excursions.  He  knew 
not,  therefore,  with  reference  to 
the  province  itself,  what  -stronger 
measures  could  be  adopted.  With 
respect  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  he  agreed  with  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  that  every 
means  should  be  taken  to  do  that, 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  go- 
vernment to  perform ;  namely,  to 
keep  its  subjects  within  its  own 
frontiers,  and  to  prevent  bodies  of 
men,  the  subjects  of  one  state, 
making  attacks  on  their  neighbours 
in  another.  There  was  no  reason^ 
he  apprehended,  to  doubt  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  eovernment  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  its  ex- 
pressed desire  to  carry  into  effect 
the  stipulations  binding  it,  but 
considering  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, the  vast  extent  of  frontier, 
the  comparative  wildness  of  the 
border  districts,  and  the  character 
of  the  government  itself,  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  it  had  serious 
difficulties  to  contend  with  in  car- 
rying this  object  into  effect.  Every 
exertion,  however,  had  been  used, 
and  every  representation  made,  in 
order  to  induce  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  exert  itself  for 
this  object. 
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Lord  Melbourne  then  replied  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  duke  of 
Wellington  on  the  last  paragraph 
of' the  speech^  in  which  allusions 
was  made  to  the  large  meetings 
which  had  been  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  of  a  most 
lawless  and  dangerous  character  -— 
meetings  held  by  nighty  and  at 
seasons  the  most  favourable  for 
disorder,  and  for  the  concealment 
of  crime.  At  these  meetings  lan- 
guage of  the  utmost  violence  was 
used  with  a  view  to  intimidation, 
and  to  excite  the  populace  to  acts 
of  violence.  Now  the  noble  duke, 
he  said,  had  charged  lord  John 
Russell  with  giving  a  sanction  to 
those  proceedings  in  a  speech  deli- 
vered at  Liverpool.  But  lord  Mel- 
bourne felt  quite  sure,  that  nothing 
could  have  fallen  from  his  noble 
friend  which  could  in  any  way  be 
made  use  of  in  justification  of  the 
meetings  in  question,  although  he 
had,  no  doubt,  on  the  occasion  al- 
luded to,  expressed  himself  in  fa- 
vour of  meetings  held  for  purposes 
of  public  discussion.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne further  declared,  in  refe- 
rence to  an  allusion  that  had  fallen 
from  the  duke  of  Wellington  on 
the  subject,  that  he  disapproved  of 
the  Precursor  society,  as  much  as 
the  noble  duke  himself  could  do. 
He  had  never  approved  of  the 
catholic  association,  nor  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, "  nor  of  any  similar  ones," 
as  he  conceived  them  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  supersede  the  authority  of 
the  law. 

Lord  Brougham  difiered  from 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  in  respect 
of  the  alleged  negligence  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 
With  no  standing  army,  and  no 
regular  militia,  and  with  a  popula- 
tion sympathising  with  the  wrong- 
doers, it  was  almost  impossible  for 


the  executive  to  prevent  predatory 
incursions  along  so  extended  a  line 
of  frontier.  With  respect  to  the 
language  said  to  have  been  used 
by  lord  John  Russell  at  Liverpool, 
lord  Brougham  hoped  and  trusted, 
that  the  duke  of  Wellington  had 
been  misinformed.  Perhaps  it  was 
not  very  prudent  for  a  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department,  to 
say  anything  about  the  propriety 
of  the  people  holding  large  meet- 
ings; but  he  was  raoridly  sure, 
that  his  noble  friend  could  have 
said  nothing  by  way  of  counte- 
nancing disorderly  or  rebellious 
assemblies.  Lord  Brougham  said 
he  had  read  the  words  of  the 
speech  in  question :  lord  John 
Russell  there  observed,  that  it  had 
always  been  the  characteristic  of  a 
whig  government,  as  it  was  of  the 
present,  to  allow  the  people  to 
meet  in  a  legal  and  peaceable  man- 
ner for  the  purpose  of  temperate 
discussion.  Now,  to  show  that 
his  noble  friend  did  not  mean  to 
extend  his  permission  beyond  legal 
bounds,  he  might  remark,  that 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  the 
time,  when  the  fact  of  the  torch- 
light meetings  came  under  his  no- 
tice, he  issued  a  proclamation  for 
putting  them  down. 

Lord  Brougham  next  addressed 
himself  to  Indian  affairs.  If  he 
mistook  not,  one  important  branch 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  govern* 
ment  had  not  been  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
authorities  at  home.  {Here  Lord 
Melbourne exclaimedy  **  Yes,  ye*/*' J 
He  was  sorry  to  hear  it.  He  must 
then  transfer  his  blame  from  the 
authorities  in  India  to  the  autho- 
rities at  home.  He  referred  to  that 
most  culpable  proceeding  of  the 
Calcutta  government  with  respect 
to  Oude.* 

*  See  vol.  Ixxx,  p  363. 
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Lord  Melbourne— '' Oh!  as  to  Good  Hope,  where  they  recognized 

that^  you  are  quite  right/'  particular  sovereigns  because  they 

Lord  Brougham  would  then  re-  happened  to  be  the  choice  of  the 
transfer  his  blame  to  the  authorities  people,  while  they  countenanced 
in  India.  But  it  was  unfortunate  the  rejection  of  others,  who,  pos- 
that  a  government,  one  of  whose  sessing  a  legitimate  character^  were 
most  important  acts  had  been  for-  expelled  by  their  subjects.  Our 
mally  repudiated  by  the  govern-  empire  in  India  was  founded  on 
ment  at  home,  should  be  destined  opinion — that  had  become  a  by« 
to  carry  on  one  of  the  most  ex-  word  and  a  proverb ;  but  it  meant 
tensive  operations,  both  of  policy  nothing  but  the  opinion — iirst,  that 
and  of  war,  which^  he  would  ven^  the  people  were  happier  and  better 
ture  to  say,  from  the  days  of  lord  governed  than  they  would  be  if 
Clive  or  from  the  time  when  the  left  to  themselves ;  secondly,  that 
fate  of  their  eastern  empire  de-  their  foreign  relations  were  regu- 
pended  on  the  battle  of  Assay e,  lated  by  justice;  and  lastly,  the 
had  ever  been  contemplated  or  exe-  conviction  entertained  of  their  pre-^ 
cuted  by  any  English  statesman  in  dominant  power.  He  hoped  sin- 
India.  He  would  say  nothing  then  cerely  that  this  opinion  would  not 
of  the  capture  of  Karrak^  nor  on  now  be  weakened  by  its  being 
the  negociation  with  the  Afghan  found  that  they  had  marched  600 
princes,  in  violation  of  which  miles  to  the  north-west  of  India  on  a 
that  capture  was  effected ;  nor  speculation  of  dethroning  one  king 
would  he  be  carried  into  an  argu-  and  putting  another  in  his  room, 
ment  on  that  singular  process  of  After  adverting  to  the  condition 
reasoning,  by  which  an  Indian  go-  of  the  island  of  the  Mauritius,  a 
vernment  thought  itself  justified  in  crown  colony,  containing  about 
avowing  in  a  proclamation  to  all  80,000  or  90,000  slaves,  for  the 
the  world,  that  because  the  king  emancipation  of  whom  he  declared 
of  Persia  did  something  they  did  no  measures  had  been  taken,  lord 
not  like,therefore  they  would  march  Brougham  again  returned  home- 
an  army  to  dethrone  the  king  of  wards,  and  proceeded  to  the  foUow- 
Caubul.*  Of  these  kings  he  would  ing  effect : — "  My  lords,  I  have  to 
say  nothing.  He  would  not  advert  say  one  word  on  that  to  which  I 
to  the  history  of  Caubul — to  the  have  already  incidentally  ad  verted— 
kind  of  man  now  about  to  be  set  the  meetings  and  supposed  illegal 
up — a  pretender — a  mendicant  pen-  proceedings  in  Lancashire  and  the 
sioner  on  our  charity— a  man  twice  adjacent  counties.  My  lords,  I  be- 
dethroned  because  he  was  hateful  lieve  that  the  speakers,  rather  than 
to  his  people  in  Caubul ;  the  only  the  speech  or  the  address,  have 
reason  for  preferring  whom  to  Dost  somewhat  exaggerated  the  extent 
Mahommed,  now  on  the  throne,  of  those  disturbances;  but  I  am 
being  that  the  one  was  the  legi.  far  from  saying  that  no  ground 
timate,  and  the  other  only  the  exists  for  the  observations  made 
popular  sovereign,  whom  the  people  upon  them.  That  speeches  criminal, 
preferred.  Very  different  was  their  not  to  say  insane,  have  been  uttered 
policy  on  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  by  parties  now  in  prison  or  about 
. — —  ^  Y)e  tried  for  misdemeanours,  is 

•  For  an  account  of  these  transactions  ,     .  ,|^     ,    ,   ..    •    ^„,,«n„  ♦„,^ 

the  reader  is  referred  to  a  succeeding  undeniable;  but  it  is  equaUy  true 

chapter,  tl»t  these  are  uot  the  only  parts  of 
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the  empire  In  which  illegal  speeches 
have  been  made,  in  which  lawless 
excitement  has  been  attempted  on 
an  excitable  race  of  people— a  peo- 
ple many  of  whom  we  find  are  so 
ignorant,  that  they  do  not  form 
their  opinions  for  themselves^  but 
sufibr  other  men  to  think  for  them ; 
who  act  as  if  the  motive  which  sets 
their  hands  in  motion  to  commit 
crimes  hateful  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  man  did  not  reside  in  their 
own  bosoms^  but  in  the  form  of 
some  base,  or  sordid,  or  fanatical, 
or  rebellious  interest  or  wish,  lived 
in  the  breasts  of  other  men,  and  by 
those  other  men  were  instilled  into 
the  ears  of  their  reckless  and  me- 
chanical puppets.  I  well  remember 
asking  a  high  law  authority  in  that 
country  (Ireland),  whether  mortal 
man  ever  saw  such  a  state  of  things 
in  any  country  calling  itself  civi- 
lised as  that  existing  in  Ireland, 
where  any  one  who  was  rich  enough 
to  give  20/.  to  another,  might  have 
his  enemy's  life  taken  away  }  To 
which  he  added, '  Provided  he  be 
also  not  only  rich  enough  but  ex- 
travagant enough  to  give  20/.  for 
what  he  could  get  done  for  20s,* 
My  lord8,"continued lord  Brougham 
in  allusion  to  the  murder  of  lord 
Norbury,  '*  it  is  only  yesterday  that 
an  amiable  and  respected  member 
of  society,  beloved  by  those  about 
him,  endeared  to  the  bulk  of  his 
peasantry  by  his  conduct  as  a  land- 
lord, was  murdered — was  shot  at, 
as  a  beast,  from  behind  a  hedge ; 
and  no  more  idea  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained of  discovering  who  did  the 
deed,  than  if  it  were  physically 
impossible  to  trace  the  steps  of  the 
assassin.  I  cannot  help  asking  whe- 
ther all  can  be  well  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  and  police  in  a 
country  where  such  revolting  scenes 
take  place,  and  where  the  most 
impudent  audacity,  the  most  enor- 


mous effrontery,  coupled  with  the 
blackest  malignity,  endeavours  to 
turn  suspicion  from  the  real  assassin, 
and  fix  it  upon  one,  in  whom  the 
deed  would  have  been  a  crime  of 
incalculably  blacker  dye — to  think 
of  which  almost  curdled  the  blood 
in  one's  heart  .^  This  is  the  last 
effort  of  factious  and  desperate  au- 
dacity— of  profligate  falsehood — of 
an  unprincipled  and  malignant  na- 
ture. This  last  crowns  the  whole ; 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  justice 
may  be  done,  if  not  upon  the  mur- 
derer, at  least  upon  those  who  only 
yield  in  infamy  to  the  assassin  of 
the  father — I  mean  the  assassin  of 
the  reputation  of  the  son."  * 

Lord  Brougham  concluded  by 
adverting  to  the  corn-laws,  an 
alteration  of  which  he  considered 
to  be  probable ;  at  the  same  time 
he  strongly  condemned  the  prac- 
tice of  the  present  government  in 
making  almost  every  question  of 
importance  an  open  one. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  the 
marquess  of  Lansdowne,  the  ad- 
dress was  agreed  to. 

In  the  house  of  commons  the 
address  was  moved  by  Mr.  E. 
Buller,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  G. 
W.  Wood.  The  speech  of  the  latter 
of  these  gentlemen  may  be  noticed 
on  account  of  the  singular  incon- 
sistency of  argument  which  was  ob- 
servable in  it.  As  a  person  eminent 
in  the  manufacturing  interest,  and 
high  in  the  confidence  of  that  body^ 
it  was  pre-eminently  Mr.  Wood's 
mission  in  parliament  to  insist  upon 
the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws  ;t  but 

*  la  order  that  the  foregoing  passage 
of  lord  Brougham's  speech  should  be 
understood,  it  is  necessary  to  remark 
that  Mr  O'Conncll,  at  a  public  meeting 
in  Dublin,  was  supposed  to  have  insinu- 
ated that  the  present  lord  Norbury  was 
a  party  to  the  murder  of  his  father. 

f  Mr.  Wood  was  chairman  of  th« 
chamber  of  commerce  at  Manchester. 
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on  the  other  hand  it  was  no  less 
incumbent  on  him^  as  seconder  of 
the  address,  to  make  as  favourable 
a  representation  as  possible  of  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. But  the  alleged  depressed 
state  of  the  manufacturing  interest 
furnishes  the  advocates  of  nree  trade 
in  com  with  their  most  effective 
argument.  Mr.  Wood,  however, 
apparently  forgetting  his  anti-corn 
law  connexions  in  his  desire  to  do 
himself  credit  by  his  speech  on  the 
address,  came  down  to  the'  house 
armed  with  tables  and  calculations 
to  show  that  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  were  in  a  healthy  and 
improving  state. 

Two  years  ago,  said  Mr.  Wood, 
great  commercial  distress,  and  the 
utmost  uneasiness  prevailed  in  all 
branches  of  trade.  The  house  would 
be  glad  to  hear  that  this  state  of 
things  had  passed  away,  and  that 
the  commerce  of  Enirland  at  the 
present  moment  wai  fn  a  most  sa. 
tisfactory  condition.  He  did  not 
recollect  any  former  period  of  com- 
mercial embarrassment,  at  which 
the  return  to  a  state  of  healthy 
commerce,  and  of  comparative  pros- 
perity,  followed  so  rapidly  on  the 
depression.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  late  commercial  derangement 
proceeded  so  much  from  over-trad- 
ing, as  from  a  vicious  system  of 
banking.  Mr.  Wood  then  referred 
to  a  table,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  declared  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  British  produce  and 
manufactures  exported  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  gave  an  aggre- 
gate increase  of  3,112,000/.  over 
the  average  of  the  four  preceding 
years,  or  seven  and  three-fourths 
per  cent.  In  the  cotton  manufac- 
tures the  increase  was  four  per 
cent  over  the  four  previous  years. 
In  the  export  of  cotton  yarn  it  was 
^o  less  than  20  per  cent.     There 


was  a  decline  in  woollen  manufac- 
tures of  6  per  cent ;  a  circumstance 
owing  to  the  inability  of  America 
to  take  her  accustomed  quantity. 
In  linen  the  increase  was  19  per 
cent.  In  silk  2^  per  cent.  In 
hardware  and  cutlery  he  found  a 
diminution  of  13  per  cent,  in  glass 
of  30  per  cent,  in  refined  sugar  of 
25  per  cent,  and  in  lead  of  1 3  per 
cent.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
earthenware  the  increase  was  10 
per  cent,  in  iron  and  steel  37  per 
cent,  in  copper  and  brass  15  per 
cent,  in  tin  in  bars  the  increase 
was  lOi  per  cent,  and  in  tin  in 
plates  23  per  cent ;  in  sheep's  wool 
the  increase  was  57  per  cent,  in 
salt  34  per  cent,  in  coal  and  culm 
59  per  cent.  His  attention  had 
also  been  called  to  the  shipping  in- 
terest, and  he  was  happy  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  lay  before  the 
house  particulars  exhibiting  the 
state  of  the  shipping  trade  in  Eng- 
land, which  though  represented  a 
few  years  ago  to  be  in  a  state  of 
^eat  embarrassment  and  adversity, 
had  now  assumed  a  vigorous  con- 
dition, and  was  rapidly  extending 
itself.  Mr.  Wood  then  read  a  state- 
ment in  confirmation  of  this  asser- 
tion. To  come  from  foreign  com- 
merce to  home  consumption,  the 
increase  in  cochineal  was  30  per 
cent ;  in  indigo  20  per  cent ;  in 
timber  24  per  cent ;  in  coffee  and 
cocoa  there  was  an  increase,  while 
rum  and  brandy  exhibited  a  consi- 
derable decline. 

Having  brought  his  panegyric 
to  a  close,  Mr.  Wood  seems  to  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  say  a  few 
words  in  his  other  character.  With 
respect  to  the  corn-laws,  he  said, 
that  that  subject  would  demand  a 
large  share  of  their  consideration 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session. 
The  tranquillity  of  the  country 
with  respect  to  this  question  did 
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not  arise  from  any  indifference  to 
its  importance,  but  from  a  fortu« 
nate  cheapness  in  the  price  of  food. 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
when  the  price  of  food  doubled  it- 
self, the  same  quiet  would  conti- 
nue. There  was  one  peculiarity 
in  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  throughout  the  country  with 
reference  to  the  subject.  The  ex- 
citement which  then  prevailed  in 
regard  to  the  corn-laws  was  not  of 
a  temporary  nature  arising  from  a 
casual  advance  in  the  price  of  bread 
—it  was  the  demand  of  the  intel- 
ligent middle  classes  of  the  mer- 
chants, traders  and  manufacturers 
of  Great  Britain.  It  was  the  voice 
of  those  who  had  great  intelligence^ 
inteffritv  and  patriotism^  who  had 
a  stake  m  the  country^  and  were  as 
anxious  for  the  prosperity  of  agri- 
culture as  of  manufactures.  It  was 
not  likely  that  the  question^  now 
fairly  started  could  ever  be  laid 
aside.  A  deep  alarm  was  beginning 
to  be  felt  by  our  manufacturers  at 
the  foreign  competition  which  was 
every  year  expanding  itself.  If 
such  apprehensions  were  well 
founded,  the  only  resource,  if  prac- 
ticable, was  a  depression  of  wages ; 
a  result  which  would  be  most  de- 
plorable, and  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide 
for  by  placing  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  without  delay  on 
as  equal  a  footing  as  possible  with 
those  of  other  countries. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  then  took  oc- 
casion to  address  the  house  upon 
the  many  imperfections  of  the  re- 
presentative system  as  established 
by  the  reform-bill^  and  concluded 
by  moving  to  add,  by  way  of 
amendment,  the  following  passage 
to  the  end  of  the  address.  **  And 
to  assure  her  majesty,  that  as  the 
amendment  of  the  representative 
system^,  enoQted  in  1832^  has  dis«> 


appointed  her  majesty's  people,  and 
as  that  measure  is  not  and  cannot 
be  finals  her  majesty's  faithful 
commons  will  take  into  early  con- 
sideration the  further  reform  of  the 
commons  house  of  parliament." 

This  amendment  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Ward,  who  observed  that 
the  feeling  of  disappointment  en- 
tertained by  the  great  body  of  the 
people  was  one  which,  if  the  whole 
course  of  the  last  five  years'  legis- 
lation were  looked  at,  would  be 
found  to  be  natural,  necessary^  and 
just.  What  he  asked  had  the  house 
of  commons  done  for  the  poorer 
classes  of  its  fellow  citizens^  since 
the  passing  of  the  reform  bill? 
What  remedial  measures  had  been 
brought  forward?  Had  they  given 
cheap  justice  ?  Had  they  afforded 
cheap  education?  Had  they  at- 
tempted to  interfere  with  the  laws 
which  controlled  and  checked  the 
exchange  of  the  fruits  of  the  labour 
of  our  manufactories  for  food  with 
other  countries?  They  had  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  only 
measure  which  the  reformed  house 
of  commons  had  given  to  its  poorer 
fellow  citizens,  was  the  poor-law 
amendment  bill.  Mr.  Ward  said 
he  had  always  supported  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  act :  he  believed  it  to 
be'founded  upon  sound  and  rational 
principles,  principles  most  conducive 
to  the  real  interests  of  the  working- 
classes;  but  he  maintained  that  a 
poor-law  and  a  corn-law  were 
wholly  irreconcileabie  with  each 
other,  and  could  not  be  allowed  to- 
exist  together.  Looking  at  the 
course  pursued  since  the  passing  of 
the  reform  bill,  he  believed  that  it 
was  to  the  narrow  and  exclusive  sys* 
tem  of  legislation  which  had  been 
adopted  and  acted  upon — to  their 
sympathy  with  the  few,  and  their 
want  of  sympathy  with  the  many 
—and  to  the  absence  of  any  broadg 
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intelligible  principle  in  the  general  gentleman,  in  particular,  expressed 
course  of  their  law-making — that  a  great  horror   at    the    transfer  of 
great  portion  of  the  lamentable  ex-  Luxembourg    and    Limbourg    to 
citement  and  agitation  which  now  Holland^     which     he     inveighed 
prevailed  in  many  parts  of    the  against  as  a  breach  of  all  law,  di- 
kingdom  was  to  be  ascribed.  Look,  vine  as  well  as  human, 
said  he,  at  the  present  state  of  the         Mr.  Brotherton  denied  the  ac-* 
country,  and  let  any  man  who  had  curacy  of  Mr.  Wood's  statements^ 
really  considered  it,  say  whether  with  respect  to  the  condition  of 
he  had  ever  beheld  society  in  so  the  manufacturing  interests.     The 
singular,  so  entangled,  and^  as  he  people  he  affirmed,  were  suffering 
believed,   so    dangerous    a   state  ?  from  the  high  price  of  food^  and 
Thereexisted,  throughout  the  whole  their  employers  from  a  low  rate 
of  England  and  Scotland,  in  all  the  of  profits.     It  was  not  to  be  de- 
large  towns  without  exception,  a  nied,  but  that  the  exports  had  in- 
perfect  system  of  organization,  for-  creased^  but  that  increase  consisted 
midable  in  its  character  and  ob-  chiefly  of  materials  which  were  to 
jects,  comprehending  almost  all  not  supply  foreigners  with  the  means 
included  in  the  parliamentary  fran-  of  manufacturing  for  themselves, 
chise,  and  arrayed  against  those        Mr.  Heathcote  said  a  few  words 
who  had  been  admitted  within  the  in  support  of  the  corn-laws ;  and 
pale  of  constitutional  rights.     It  Mr.  O'Connell  announced  his  in« 
was  a  combination  of  a   peculiar  tention  of  voting  with  Mr.  Dun« 
character — a  combination  in  which  combe^  though,  he  admitted,  he 
the     wildest    notions    had    been  had  expressed  an  opinion  against 
broached — a  combination  in  which  a  similar  motion  in  the  preceding 
a  severance  between  the  working  session.     But  circumstances  were 
and  the  middling  classes  was  pro-  changed,  there  had  been  an  ex- 
posed^a  combination  in  which  the  pression  of  popular  feeling,  and 
rights  of  property  were  denounc-  he  bowed  to  it.     Last  year,  too, 
ed.     This  combination  was  rapidly  he  apprehended,  that  a  similar  re* 
spreading  throughout  the  whole  of  solution   would  have   '*  disturbed 
the  kingdom:    and  yet  they,  the  existing   relations,"    but    in    the 
house  of  commons,  the  supposed  present  year  he  had  no  such  ap- 
representativesi)f  the  people,  were  prehensions, 
told  in  the  address  they  were  now        Sir  Robert  Peel  next  addressed 
called  upon  to  vote,  that  they  were  the  House  at  considerable  length, 
to  treat  all  these  things  as  matters  He  began  by  some  remarks  on  the 
scarcely  worthy  of  notice — as  mat-  Austrian  and  Turkish  treaties.  The 
ters  which  required  no  enunciation  former  of  these  transactions  he  con« 
of  principle — ^in  fact,   as  matters  tended,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
which  rendered  it  alone  necessary  continuance  of  the  treaty  of  1829, 
for  them  to  declare  that  they  would  In  the  policy  of  the  latter  he  con* 
be  ready  to  assist  her  majesty  in  curred^  but  he  was  disposed    to 
maintaining  and  enforcing  the  law.  think,    that    the  anticipated   ad.. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  vantages  were  exaggerated.     Sir 

Handley  in  defence  of  the  com-  Robert  then  proceeded  to  notice, 

laws,  Mr.  Hume  went  through  a  the  state  of  our  relations  with  the 

long  catalogue  of  grievances  do-  Asiatic  powers.      He  hoped,  that 

mestic    and  foreign.      The    hon.  the  House   would    be   furnished 
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with  the  fullest  Information  re- 
specting the  causes  wliich  had  led 
to  our  rupture  with  Persia^  as 
well  as  to  the  accumulation  of  a 
large  force  on  our  north  western 
frontier  in  India.  He  did  not 
mean  to  utter  one  word  in  con- 
demnation of  the  course  pursued 
hy  ministers,  all  he  required  was 
information.  Having  read  the 
paragraph  in  the  royal  speech, 
which  referred  to  our  relations 
with  Persia,  he  said  he  could  not 
detect  any  affinity  between  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  and  the 
proclamation  issued  by  the  gover- 
nor-general. The  latter  seemed 
to  have  more  in  view  than  the 
mere  resistance  of  aggression.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  then  read  the  sub- 
joined passage  from  the  proclama- 
tion.* Thus  it  appeared  to  be 
agreed,  that  the  friends  and  ene- 
mies of  Runjeet  Singh,  and  the 

*  '*  After  a  serious  and  mature  deli- 
beration, the  gfovemor-general  was  sat- 
isfied, that  pressing  necessity  as  well  as 
every  consiaeration  of  policy  and  just- 
ice, warranted  us  in  espousing  the  cause 
of  Schah  Soojah-ool-ftffoollc,  whose  po- 
pularity throughout  Afghanistan,  had 
been  proved  to  his  lordship  by  the 
strong  and  unanimous  testimonv  of  the 
best  authorities.  Having  arrived  at  this 
determination,  the  governor-general  was 
further  of  opinion,  that  it  was  just  and 
proper,  no  less  from  the  position  of  Ma- 
haraja Runjeet  Singh,  that  his  highness 
should  have  the  offer  of  becoming  a 
party  to  the  intended  operations.  Mr. 
Macnaghten  was  accordingly  deputed 
in  June  last  to  the  court  of'^  his  high- 
ness, and  the  result  of  his  mission  has 
been  the  conclusion  of  a  tripartite  treaty 
by^  the  British  government,  the  Maha- 
raja and  the  Schah  Soojah-ool-Moolk, 
whereby  his  highness  is  guaranteed  in 
his  present  possessions,  and  has  bound 
himself  to  co-operate  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Schah  to  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors.  The  friends  and  enemies  of 
any  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  have 
been  declared  to  be  the  friends  and  ene- 
mies of  all.'' 


Schah  Soojah,  should  be  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  England. 
Now  to  that  sort  of  engagement 
on  the  part  of  the  British  power 
in  India,  he  could  not  give  his 
sanction.  Further,  the  pro€:lama- 
tion  contained  a  sort  of  guarantee, 
that  the  British  army  would  not 
be  withdrawn  until  Schah  Soojah 
should  be  secured  in  power,  and  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  AfF- 
glianistan  established.  It  was  well 
to  recollect,  that  this  prince  had 
been  deposed  in  1809,  and  re- 
mained excluded  from  the  throne 
ever  since,  though  on  one  occasion 
he  had  endeavoured  to  re-establish 
himself  at  the  head  of  20,000  men. 
The  principle  involved  in  the  at- 
tempted restoration  of  Soojah,  was 
the  same  as  it  would  be  in  the  en- 
deavour to  re-establish  the  depot^ed 
branch  of  the  Bourbons  to  the 
throne  of  France,  with  this  difier- 
ence,  that  the  Schah  had  been  for 
thirty  years  dispossessed  of  the 
crown.  In  the  years  1831  and 
1832,  the  Government  of  India 
had  sent  officers  of  great  intellL 
gence  to  report  on  the  state  of 
Afghanistan,  one  of  whom,  cap- 
tain Bumes,  had  said,  that  the 
total  overthrow  of  the  dynasty  of 
the  late  king,  was  universally  at- 
tributed to  his  p^ide  and  an*o« 
gance,  and  that  he  might  have  re« 
gained  his  power,  but  for  the  in« 
solence  he  displayed  before  he  was 
firmly  reseated  on  the  throne.  The 
whole  of  the  wealth  of  the  coun.. 
try  was  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  inimical  to  his  interests,  and 
the  bulk  of  the  people  attributed 
to  him  all  their  misfortunes.  Cap- 
tain Bumes  had  therefore  inferred^ 
that  the  restoration  of  the  Schah 
was  the  most  improbable  event 
which  could  occur.  Now  the  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  these  coun- 
tries thu0  furnished  by  this  oiB- 
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cer,  was  the  only  one  in  existence 
which  possessed  any  authority, 
find  yet  the  governor-general  had 
piiMicly  declared,  that  he  had  en- 
tered int(»  a  guarantee  to  restore 
and  maintain  this  sovereign  hy  the 
interference  of  the  British  arms. 

Sir  Rohert  Peel  next  entered 
at  some  length  upon  Canadian 
affairs,  and  the  supine  conduct  of 
the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  permitting  as  it  did,  the 
existence  of  the  horder  outrages 
without  any  efficient  attempt  to 
restrain  them.  He  then  proceeded 
to  make  some  ohservations  on  the 
corn -laws;  and  here,  as  might  ,he 
expected.  Sir  Rohert  did  not 
fail  to  seize  upon  the  advantage 
which  Mr.  Wood,  in  his  most  un- 
wary speech,  had  thrown  in  his  way. 
He  thanked  the  hon.  gentleman 
for  the  opinion  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed, and  the  views  which  he 
had  taken  upon  that  important 
topic,  and  which  he  helieved 
would  carry  the  greater  weight 
from  the  high  authority  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  upon  such  mat- 
ters. He  was  exceedingly  ohliged 
to  him  for  the  clear  manner  in 
which  he  had  expressed  himself, 
and  for  the  very  able  speech 
which  he  had  delivered  in  favour 
of  the  existing  system.  Coming 
as  this  speech- did,  not  only  from 
the  seconder  of  the  address,  but 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  at  Manchester, 
nothing  could  go  farther  to  con- 
firm those  who  were  favourable 
to  the  continuance  of  the  present 
state  of  things  in  their  opinions, 
and  to  awaken  the  doubts  and 
suspicions  of  those  who  had  been 
hitherto  desirous  of  an  alteration. 

Mr.  Wood's  argument  was  quite 
complete  in  all  points ;  had  he 
only  stated  that  he  was  about  to 
prove  that  there  had  been  a  pro- 


gressive increase  in  the  exports, 
he  might  have  been  met  by  the 
objection,  that  though  it  might  be 
true  that  the  mere  quantity  had 
increased,  yet  that  the  relative 
value  had  diminished,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  argument  had  no 
weight ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  taken  care  to  give  the  declared 
value;  he  had  said,  "I  will  not 
take  former  years,  when  other 
systems  were  in  operation,  but  I 
will  select  the  years  1834,  1835  , 
1836,  and  1837,  and  I  will  com- 
pare the  exports  of  1838  with 
those  of  four  years  under  the  same 
system  of  coim-laws ;  and  I  will 
show  you  a  progressive  increase, 
not  only  in  manufactured  commo- 
dities, but  in  the  real  declared 
value  amounting  to  three  millions 
and  a  half.  In  1837,  it  is  truej 
you  had  a  depression,  but  that 
was  not  owing  to  the  corn-laws, 
but  to  the^  operation  of  the  banking 
system,  and  the  instant  that  was 
removed,  the  ligature  which  bound 
us  to  the  ground  was  cut,  and  in 
1838  we  rose  buoyant."  Sir 
Robert  Peel  then  entered  into 
some  statements  of  his  own  show- 
iug  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
export  of  certain  commodities. 
For  instance,  the  export  of  cotton 
yam  in  1829,  was  57,000,000 
pounds,  in  1830,  62,000,000 
pounds,  in  1831,  68,000,000 
pounds,  and  in  1838,  113,000,000 
pounds.  A  similar  progress  was 
exhibited  in  cotton  thread,  hosiery, 
calicoes,  and  silk.  Returning  to 
Mr.  Wood,  sir  Robert  observed, 
that  that  gentleman's  account  of 
the  shipping  interest  was  equally 
satisfactory  with  that  which  he 
had  given  of  the  manufactures, 
and  the  question,  therefore,  was, 
whether  the  British  parliament 
should  be  so  alarmed  by  what  wa^ 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  a 
[C2J 
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bad  harvest^  as  rashly  to  accede  to 
a  proposition  which  must  materi- 
ally affect  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  after  having 
received  from  the  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Manches- 
ter, an  assurance  that  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the 
country  were  in  a  most  sound  and 
stable  condition. 

The  next  topic  to  which  sir 
Robert  adverted  was  the  para- 
graph in  the  royal  speech  relating 
to  the  illegal  meetings.  Having 
read  several  extracts  from  seditious 
speeches  delivered  by  Mr.  Stephens, 
Dr.  Wade,  and  Mr.  Feargus 
O'Connor,  he  quoted  the  following 
passage  from  lord  John  Russell's 
speech  at  Liverpool,  on  the  3rd  of 
October.  "  He  alluded  to  the 
public  meetings  which  were  now 
in  course  of  being  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  There  were 
some,  perhaps,  who  would  put 
down  such  meetings,  but  such  was 
not  his  opinion,  nor  that  of  the 
government  with  which  he  acted. 
He  thought  the  people  had  a  right 
to  free  discussion  which  elicited 
truth.  They  had  a  right  to  meet. 
If  they  had  no  grievances,  common 
sense  would  speedily  come  to  the 
rescue,  and  put  an  end  to  these 
meetings."  [Lord  John  Russell 
here  interposed  to  say,  that  he  had 
added  a  qualification.] 

In  continuation,  sir  Robert  re- 
marked that  although  these  senti- 
ments might  be  just,  and  even  tru- 
isms, yet  the  unseasonable  expres- 
sion of  truth  in  times  of  public 
excitement  was  often  dangerous. 
And  he,  therefore,  exceedingly 
regretted  that  since  the  noble  lord 
had  accompanied  the  declaration 
made  in  favour  of  these  meetings^ 
with  a  qualification,  that  qualifi- 
cation had  not  received  equal  pub- 
licity with  the  rest  of  his  speech. 


Sir  Robert  concluded  by  some 
remarks  on  Mr.  Duncombe's 
amendment,  to  the  first  part  of 
which,  stating  that  the  measure  of 
1832,  had  disappointed  the  expec« 
tations  of  her  majesty's  people,  he 
did  not  dissent.  The  reform  bill 
had  failed  to  give  permanent  satis- 
faction, as  he  had  throughout  pre- 
dicted would  be  the  case  :  and  he 
well  knew  that  a  concession  of 
further  reform  in  the  expectation 
of  producing  satisfaction  or  finality 
would  be  only  aggravating  the 
disappointment,  and  that,  in  a  few 
years,  they  would  be  encountered 
by  further  demands. 

Mr.  Villiers  condemned  sir 
Robert  Peel  for  consenting  to 
take  up  *^  the  miserable  and  mlla- 
cious  arguments  of  the  bon.  mem* 
ber  for  Kendal  (Mr.  Wood)."  The 
case  was  simply  this.  Mr.  Wood 
referred  to  the  increase  of  our  ex- 
ports, and  argued  from  thence  that 
our  trade  was  flourishing.  Sir  R« 
Peel  possessed  himself  of  this  ar« 
gument,  and  endeavoured  to  deduce 
further  from  it  that  the  corn-laws 
had  not  endangered  our  foreign 
trade.  But  what  the  opponents 
of  the  corn-laws^alleged  was>  that 
our  competition  with  foreign  mar- 
kets was  endangered  by  the  high 
price  of  provisions  in  this  country  ; 
that  in  all  articles  requiring  ma« 
nual  labour,  we  could  no  longer 
compete  with  foreigners,  though 
we  could  still  do  so  in  artides 
manufactured  by  machinery.  The 
consequence  was,  that  our  exports 
in  the  former  class  were  decreasing, 
and  in  the  latter  increasing  to  a 
certain  extent.  But  a  further 
consequence  was,  that  machinery 
was  in  a  course  of  exportation  from 
this  country,  and  our  artizans 
were  leaving  home  tobecom  dan- 
gerous rivals  abroad. 

Moreover  Mr.  Wood  had    not 
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informed  the  house  whether  the 
increased  exports^  of  which  he 
boasted^  had  found  their  way  to 
European  markets^  or  to  our  own 
colonies.  He  was  glad  that  this 
was  the  point  upon  which  the 
question  was  to  turn>  because  it 
came  in  support  of  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice^  for 
hearing  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the 
operation  and  effect  of  the  corn- 
law  monopoly^  an  investigation 
which  he  thought  could  hardly 
be  refused  by  those  who  pretended 
to  enter  upon  this  view  of  the 
question. 

Lord  John  Russell,  after«  a  few 
unimportant  observations  on  what 
had  fallen  from  preceding  speakers 
on  the  subject  of  Holland  and 
Belgium,  India,  and  Canada,  gave 
the  following  explanation  of  his  so 
much  censured  speech  at  Liverpool. 
Remarking,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  were  no  regular  reporters 
present  when  it  was  delivered,  he 
stated  the  substance  of  what  he 
said  to  have  been,  *'  that  whilst 
the  government  was  disposed  to 
give  every  latitude  to  the  free  dis- 
cussion of  public  questions,  yet 
that  this  liberty  must  not  be  used  to 
the  infringement  of  the  laws  of  the 
country,  or  of  the  liberties  of  her 
majesty's  subjects.*'  He  had  par- 
ticularly in  view,  at  the  time, 
the  subject  of  the  poor-law,  which 
he  was  anxious  should  be  freely 
and  openly  discussed.  But  when 
attempts  were  made  to  abuse  this 
liberty,  and  to  excite  people  to 
physical  violence  and  the  use  of 
arms  against  the  laws — no  sooner 
was  this  the  case,  than  he  consulted 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  and 
had  all  along  proceeded  in  confor- 
mity with  their  advice. 

With  respect  to  the  corn-laws, 
lord  John  stated,  that  he  thought 

that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 


should  be  considered  w  nether  the 
present  system  acted  beneficially  or 
not. 

In  the  course  of  his  subsequent 
observations  upon  Mr.  Duncombe's 
amendment,  the  noble  lord  declared 
that  he  felt  neither  surprise  nor 
disappointment  at  the  discontent 
expressed  in  certain  quarters  in 
regard  to  the  reform  bill.  When 
that  measure  was  proposed  by  lords 
Grey  and  Spencer,  it  was  intended 
as  a  permanent  settlement  of  the 
question.  Those  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house  opposed  it  as  a  danger- 
ous innovation ;  while  a  third  class 
accepted  it,  not  as  a  complete  mea- 
sure, but  by  way  of  instalment. 
It  was  therefore,  he  repeated  neither 
matter  of  surprise  nor  disappoint- 
ment to  him  that  these  persons 
pressed  for  further  alterations  in 
the  representation.  **  The  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  people," 
continued  lord  John,  '*  is,  I  do  be- 
lieve, against  progressive  reforms 
in  the  representation,  of  which  the 
effect  would  be  only  to  introduce 
endless  uncertainty,  and  incessantly 
to  revive  all  those  agitating  circum- 
stances, which,  it  may  be  recol-' 
lected,  impeded  all  the  operations 
of  commerce  in  the  years  1831 
and  1832.  And  I  further  believe, 
that  having  gone  through  the 
struggle  for  the  reform  bill,  they 
do  not  think  it  would  be  for  their 
interest  to  go  on  adopting  fresh 
changes,  to  be  made  in  their  turn 
the  foundation  of  still  further  alter- 
ations, and  to  end  in  a  plan  for 
universal  suffrage.  We,as  a  govern- 
ment, think  it  right  to  stand  by  the 
declarations  of  Lord  Grey  and  of 
Lord  Althorp ;  we  are  not  ashamed 
to  be  the  followers  of  such  men, 
and  by  their  principles  we  are  con-* 
tented  to  abide." 

Mr.  C.  Buller  defended  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  with 
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respect  to  tlie  Canadian  trans- 
actions. That  goTernment^  he  con- 
tended, had  done  all  that  could  be 
done.  It  had  passed  a  law  of  neu- 
trality^ and  kept  it  more  strictly 
than  we  had  done.  It  had  prose^- 
ciited  and  convicted  several  gentle- 
men who  had  infringed  that  law> 
and  had  doubled  its  army  in  ordet 
to  enforce  it.  The  opinion  of  the 
American  people,  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other,  was  de- 
cidedly with  us.  The  sympathieers 
dared  not  hold  a  meeting  in  any 
town  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  country  anti-sympathizing  as- 
semblies were  held.  The  invaders 
of  the  Cauadas  were  a  mere  set  of 
marauders,  and  no  government 
could  restrain  such  men  from  em- 
barking in  lawless  expeditions* 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
announcing  his  intention  of  sup- 
porting the  amendment. 

The  house  then  divided  on  Mr. 
Duncombe's  motion— ayes  86;  noes 
426 :  majority  340*  The  original 
motion  was  then  carried  without  a 
division. 

On  the  following  day  ( 6th  Fe- 
bruary) the  sessional  orders  were 
read,  according  to  the  usual 
practice.  After  the  speaker  had 
concluded  the  order  which  declares 
the  interference  of  peers  at  elections 
to  be  ^'  a  high  infringement  of  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Mr. 
Hume  rose  to  move  that  this  order 
be  omitted  from  the  series^  as  being 
utterly  futile  and  constantly  dis- 
regarded. 

The  motion  Was  seconded  by  Mr. 
O'Connell. 

Lord  John  Russell  admitted  that 
peers  were  in  the  practice  of  inter- 
fering at  elections  to  a  certain 
extent.  But  still  their  mode  of 
interference  was  very  different  from 
that  of  Gommoiiers;  and  he  re« 


minded  the  house  that,  by  rescind- 
ing the  order,  they  would  be  vir- 
tuaUy  declaring  that  peers  thence- 
forward might  take  the  open  and 
active  part  in  electioneering  pln- 
ceedings  which  Were  at  present 
confin^  to  comnion^rSi 

The  house  divid(^  updn  the 
question  that  the  order  shduld  re- 
main— ayes  157;  noes  18:  ma- 
jority 139. 

When  the  rt^port  tipon  the  ad- 
dress was  brought  up,  Mr.  O'Con^ 
nell  (Observed  that  he  Was  desirbuS 
of  Sa3^ing  a  few  Wcnrds  u|Km  the 
transfer  of  Limbourg  and  Luxem- 
bourg* -  Those  territories  bad  be- 
longed to  Belgium  since  the  time 
of  Charles  V.  The  first  occasimi 
on  which  they  were  separated  ftotn 
her  was  when  they  were  turlied 
into  departments  by  the  French 
republic>  aiid  now,  the  French 
dominion  having  ceased,  they  ought 
to  revert  to  Belgium.  It  had  been 
asserted  by  lord  Palmerston  that 
the  king  of  the  Belgians  had 
assented  to  the  transfer  of  these 
provinces  to  Holland.  But  this 
statement  was  not  correct  in  sub- 
stance. By  the  treaty  of  Novem- 
ber, 1831, founded  upon  thetwenty- 
four  articles,  the  five  powers  came 
to  a  definite  agreement,  which,  it 
was  quite  true,  had  met  with  the 
concurrence  tjf  the  king  of  the 
Belgians,  But  the  condition  of 
that  treaty  was,  that  it  should  be 
ratified  within  two  months  or  be 
void.  The  king  of  Holland  having 
refused  to  sign  it,  it  was  never  exe- 
cuted. How  then  could  that  prinde 
now  claim  the  benefit  of  a  treaty 
to  which  he  had  formally  refused 
his  assent }  But  this  was  not  all. 
In  1832,  the  five  powers  having 
agreed  that  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  should^  if  necessary,  be 
accomplished  by  force,  Belgium 
applied  to  them  to  take  measurea 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[23 


for  f^ving  it  effect  franco  and 
England  admitted,  that  they  were 
bound  to  enforce  it,  bnt  Austria, 
Prussia^  and  Russia  declined  to 
interfere;  and  on  that  occasion^ 
the  2nd  of  October,  1832,  the  con* 
ference  was  dissolved.  What  had 
Belgium  gained  by  the  treaty? 
Her  object^  in  assenting  to  it  from 
the  beginning,  was  to  avoid  the 
expenses  of  a  war ;  but  she  had 
ever  since  been  compelled  to  keep 
up  a  war  establishment,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  hostile  attitude 
assumed  by  Holland.  Now,  in^ 
deed,  the  king  of  Holland  discover- 
ed it  to  be  his  interest  to  assent  to 
the  treaty,  but  the  time  had  gone 
by.  It  seemed  therefore  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  cruelties  ever  com- 
mitted that  the  five  powers  should 
impose  terms  on  Belgium,  which 
had  been  virtually  abandoned. 

Mr»  O'Connell  then  alluded  to 
lord  Norbury's  murder,  and  dis- 
charged some  coarse  and  clumsy 
abuse  at  lord  Brougham,  in  reta- 
liation for  the  learned  lord's  invec- 
tive of  the  preceding  evening  in 
the  house  of  lords. 

Lord  Palmerston,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  O'Connells  complaints  on  the 
B^gian  question,  observed  that  by 
the  treaty  of  Vienna,  Limbourg 
was  annexed  to  the  Seven  United 
Provinces.  Luxembourg  was  con- 
stituted a  separate  sovereignty,  as 
a  grand  duchy,  to  be  held  by  the 
fame  individual  who  should  be  king 
of  the  Netherlands ;  but,  by  a  se- 
parate title,  and  transmissible  in  a 
i^parate  line  of  succession.  The 
kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  went 
to  the  h^rs  general  of  the  king, 
while  Luxemboui^  would  descend 
to  the  heirs  male  only,  and,  in  case 
of  their  failure,  to  the  house  of 
Nassau.  The  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands, in  that  character,  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Corman  confede- 


ration, but  as  grand  duke  of  Lux- 
embourg he  was  a  member;  and 
when  the  grand  duchy  was  formed^ 
it  became  subject  to  the  federal 
constitution,  and  to  the  regulations 
which  bound  the  members  of  the 
confederacy.  When  the  revolution 
broke  out^  it  extended  to  Luxem- 
bourg. The  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands applied  to  the  five  powers  for 
aid.  It  was  ultimately  found  that 
the  only  way  of  arranging  the 
difficulties  between  Holland  and 
Belgium  was  a  separation.  But 
the  powers  did  not  feel  themselves 
competent,  nor  were  they  compe- 
tent>  according  to  the  treaties  which 
governed  the  relations  of  the  states 
of  Europe^  to  deal  with  the  question 
as  regarded  Luxembourg.  The 
German  confederation  had  full 
liberty,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  em- 
ploy force  in  order  to  re-establish 
the  grand  duke  in  his  rights.  It 
was  one  of  the  fundamental  rules 
of  the  confederation,  that  no  terri- 
tory could  be  alienated  to  another 
state  without  the  consent  of  the 
diet.  In  the  progress,  however,  of 
the  negotiations,  the  Belgian  go- 
vernment expresRsed  a  strong  desire 
that  a  portion  of  Luxemboui^  and 
Limbourg  should  form  a  part  of 
Belgium.  The  five  powers  had  no 
objection  to  this,  provided  the  con- 
sent of  the  diet  could  be  obtained. 
The  diet  gave  the  required  per- 
mission, on  condition  that  some' 
equivalent  portion  of  territory 
should  be  ceded  by  Belgium  in 
return  for  what  was  detached  from 
the  duchy  of  Luxembourg.  To 
these  terms  the  Belgian  government 
consented,  and  the  conference  nego- 
tiated an  arrangement,  by  which  it 
was  agreed  that  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  part  of  Luxembourg  in 
the  kingdom  of  Belgium,  an  equiva- 
lent should  be  provided  by  the 
latter  state.     This  arrangement 
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formed  part  of  the  twenty-four 
articles.  Now  it  was  perfectly  true, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  O'Connell,  that  the 
twenty-four  articles  were  accepted 
by  Belgium  and  not  by  Holland; 
But  when  these  articles  were  in- 
corporated into  a  regular  treaty 
between  Belgium  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  five  powers  on  the  other, 
then  that  treaty  became  a  binding 
instrument  on  the  contracting  par- 
ties; and  it  became  a  matter  of 
indifference,  so  far  as  regarded  the 
obligation  of  the  treaty,  whether 
or  no  the  king  of  Holland  had  or 
had  not  accepted  the  twenty-four 
articles.  The  five  powers  were 
entitled  to  keep  Belgium  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  and  Belgium 
was  in  turn  entitled  to  claim  their 
observance  of  it.  Mr.  0*Connell 
had  said  that  the  five  powers  did 
not  all  concur  in  putting  the  treaty 
into  execution.  He  (lord  Palmer- 
fiton)  admitted  that  three  powers 
declined  to  be  parties  to  a  particular 
mode  of  giving  it  effect ;  but  in  no 
Yespect,  by  such  refusal,  were  they 
to  be  understood  as  calling  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty  into  ques- 
tion. The  Belgian  government 
had,  on  various  occasions,  appealed 
to  the  treaty  as  the  charter  of  its 
rights;  and  it  was  preposterous 
that  after  so  regarding  it  for  eight 
years,  they  should  turn  round  upon 
Europe,  and  declare,  because  it 
happened  to  suit  their  convenience, 
that  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
treaty  were  of  no  obligation  upon 
them.  Mr.  O'Connell  had  said,  that 
the  mere  lapse  of  time  should  be 
considered  to  have  invalidated  the 
treaty — that  the  Belgian  govern- 
ment, by  being  forced  to  keep  up  a 
Urge  war  establishment,  had  en- 
joyed none  of  the  advantages  which 
were  in  contemplation  when  they 
acceded  to  the  articles.  This  he 
was  ready  to  admit,    But  the  Con- 


ference had  proposed,  and  Holland 
had  agreed,  that,  in  consideration 
of  these  extraordinary  war  expenses, 
a  debt  due  from  Belgium  to  Hol- 
land, amounting  to  68,000,000 
florins  or  5,000,000^,  should  be 
extinguished.  It  was  true  that 
Belgium  continued  in  possession  of 
the  disputed  territories,  but  she  did 
so  upon  sufferance.  So  far  from 
its  being  an  injustice  in  the  five 
powers  to  refuse  to  add  Luxembourg 
to  Belgium,  it  would  have  been  an 
act  of  the  grossest  oppression  if 
they  had  consented  to  make  a 
violent  seizure  of  that  territory  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  it.  So 
far,  therefore,  from  the  conference 
handing  over  300,000  men  to  a 
sovereign  whom  they  objected  to, 
all  that  was  done  was  to  leave  mat- 
ters as  they  were  settled  at  the 
congress  of  Vienna.* 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  sir 
R.  Peel,  lord  John  Russell  said,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to 
bring  forward  a  measure,  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Canada. 

Notwithstanding  the  hostility 
which  lord  Durham  had  expressed 
against  ministers,  when  he  threw 
up  his  post  in  Canada,  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  preceding 
volume,  and  notwithstanding  his 
often  repeated  declarations  of  his 
determination  to  bring  the  whole 
subject  before  parliament,  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  it  soon  be^ 
came  apparent,  that  a  negotiation 
of  an  amicable  nature,  was  on 
foot  between  the  ex- viceroy  and 
the  ministers.  Nor  had  parlia- 
ment been  assembled  more  than 
three  days,  before  some  of  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty  of  amity 
began  to  reveal  themselves.  On 
■■  "  ■■        '   ■       '  ' '  •     * 

*  See  voMxxXf  p*4dl. 
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the  8th  of  February,  lord  Glenelg, 
the  secretary  for  the  colonies,  after 
informing  lord  Brouffham,  that  a 
despatch  had  been  forwarded  by 
the  governor  of  the  Mauritius,  re- 
questing him  to  take  measures  for 
bringing  the  apprenticeship  sys 
tern  in  that  island  to  a  close,  pro- 
ceeded in  the  following  terms : 

'*  My  lords,  I  will  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  a  few  words  refer- 
ring to  my  self  personally.  Although 
I  have  answered  the  question  put 
by  my  noble  Friend,  under  the 
idea  that  I  was  responsible  for  the 
measures  of  the  government,  I  am 
not  at  this  moment  any  longer  in 
possession  of  office,  having  felt  it 
my  duty  to  tender  my  resignation 
t6  her  majesty,  which  her  majesty 
has  been  pleased  graciously  to  ac- 
cept this  day.  1  make  this  com- 
munication with  a  full  sense  of  the 
peculiar  inconvenience  of  such  a 
step  as  that  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded at  this  period,  and  with  a 
consciousness  that  it  may  cause 
great  delay  in  your  lordships'  pro- 
ceedings, and  cannot  but  produce 
considerable  embarrassments.  But, 
my  lords,  in  a  few  moments  I 
can  state  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  come  to  this  resolu- 
tion. A  communication  was  made 
to  me  on  Tuesday  morning,  utterly 
unforeseen  and  unexpected  by  me, 
which  involved — ^it  was  a  commu- 
nication from  the  cabinet — which 
involved  alterations  in,  and  a  fresh 
disposition  of,  office— utterly,  as  I 
before  said,  unexpected  on  my 
part,  but  which  it  was  said,  had 
been  resolved  upon.  To  that  change 
*  1  the  disposition  of  office,  after  the 
raaturest  consideration,  I  found  it 
impossible  for  me  to  accede  ;  con- 
sequently I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
tender  my  resignation.  Among 
xny  regrets  on  this  subject,  it  is 
painful   for   me  that  this  event 


should  take  place  at  such  a  mo- 
ment as  this,  when  colonial  sub- 
jects occupy  so  much  of  the  at- 
tention of  Parliament.  But,  I 
can  truly  say,  that  no  other  reason 
but  the  necessity  under  which  I 
felt  myself  placed  could  have  led 
me  to  such  a  step ;  in  fact,  I 
found  no  other  alternative  before 
me ;  I  had  but  one  course  to  pur- 
sue. At  the  same  time^  any  of 
those  measures  connected  with  co- 
lonial affairs,  which  I  have  been 
instrumental  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect, I  shall,  of  course,  be  ever 
in  my  place  ready  and  anxious  to 
support;  and  I  shall  always  be 
ready  to  give  any  information, 
and  supply  any  explanations  which 
it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give 
with  respect  to  the  discharge  of 
that  duty  which  has  been  intrusted 
to  me." 

Little  further  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  which  attended  this 
transaction,  has  hitherto  been  af- 
forded to  the  public.  It  was  ge- 
nerally understood,  that  the  office 
to  which  the  noble  colonial  secre- 
tary found  himself  about  to  be 
transferred,  was  that  of  privy 
seal,  a  shelf — however  dignified  a 
one — from  official  toil,  on  which 
he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  take 
his  repose. 

There  certainly  may  be  grounds 
for  thinking  that  lord  Glenelg 
was  hardly  equal  to  the  fatigues 
and  extensive  responsibilities  of  his 
department,  and  we  might  be  less 
disposed  to  complain  of  the  fact, 
than  of  the  mode  of  his  deposition. 
But  it  cannot,  we  believe,  be  af- 
firmed, that  any  such  reason  ex- 
isted for  the  removal  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  the  under  secretary  for  the 
colonies,  and  yet  this  gentleman, 
intelligent,  industrious,  and  most 
popular  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  doomed  to  follow  hiv 
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chief,  and  to  accept  the  office  of 
judge  advocate.  Lord  Glenelg's 
successor  was  the  marquess  of  Nor* 
manhy,  Mr.  Lahouchere  becoming 
under  secretary  in  the  room  of 
Sir  George  Grey. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the 
earl  of  Aberdeen  put  a  question 
to  lord  Melbourne  regarding  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  with  Aus* 
tria*  The  fourth  article  of  that 
treaty  stipulated,  that  British 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  foot* 
ing  with  Austrian  vessels  in  cer- 
tain parts  on  the  Danube,  which 
did  not  form  part  of  the  Austrian 
dominions.  What  security  there- 
fote,  had  they  that  this  stipula- 
tion, requiring  the  concurrence  of 
a  third  party,  could  be  carried  into 
effect  ? 

Lord  Melbourne  was  understood 
to  say  in  reply,  that  another  treaty 
would  be  required  to  give  full  ef- 
fect to  the  arrangement. 

Lord  Durham's  reporton  the  state 
of  the  north  American  provinces, 
was  at  length  brought  before  the 
public  under  very  singular  cir- 
cumstances. While  ministers  were 
deliberating  whether  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  it,  should  be  presented 
to  parliament,  it  suddenly  made 
its  appearance  in  the  "  Times " 
newspaper.  How  it  came  thet^> 
no  one  professed  to  know  3  but  on 
the  8th  of  February  lord  Durham 
enquired  of  lord  Melbourne,  how 
soon  the  papers  connected  with  the 
north  American  provinces  could  be 
produced  to  Parliament.  He  said, 
he  was  induced  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion more  particularly,  because  he 
had  seen  with  the  deepest  regret, 
a  publication  of  a  part,  and  a  part 
only  of  the  report.f 


jk^ 


•  Vol  Ixxx  p.  470. 

t  The  couclusioQ  was  the  first  portion 
of  the  report  published  in  the  newspa* 
pers.     The  **Tim«8''  gave  no  otner 


Lord  Durham  then  shortly  ad- 
verted to  the  attacks  which  had 
been  made  during  the  preceding 
session,  on  account  of  the  extra- 
vagance of  his  outfit,  and  of  the 
expenses  of  his  mission*  In  order 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake  on 
that  subject,  he  begged  to  state, 
that  every  shilling  of  the  expenaes 
which  could  relate  to  himself  per- 
sonally, and  all  those  items,  upon 
which  so  much  stress  had  heen 
laid,  had  been  defrayed  out  of  his 
own  purse.  His  position  therefore 
would  be  this— that  he  had  not 
received  any  salary  for  his  ser- 
vices, that  he  should  incur  a  loss 
not  ftir  short  of  10,000/. 

Lord  Melbourne  said,  he  could 
not  account  for  the  appearance  of 
the  report  in  the  newspapers.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  ootnpr&* 
hend  how  it  had  got  there,  but  he 
lamented  it  exc^ingly.  There 
was  now  an  end  of  aU  delibera- 
tion, with  respect  to  the  question 
as  to  whether  it  should  be  laid 
before  the  House  or  not 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  here  re- 
marked, that  a  rumour  was  cur- 
rent, that  the  report  in  question 
had  been  sent  to  the  '^  Times  "  by 
the  earl  of  Durham  himself;  t» 
'  which  lord  Durham  replied,  that 
it  was  not  very  natural  that  he 
should  communicate  with  a  jour- 
nal in  which  he  was  seldom  men- 
tioned in  terms  of  commendation. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry 
then  put  a  very  pertinent  question 
to  the  noble  earl.  He  wished  to 
know  when  he  meant  to  bring 
forwanl  a  discussion  on  the  afiairs 

explanation  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  editor  obtained  possession  of 
this  document  than  the  following.  **  We 
have  received  a  printed  copy  of  the  re- 
port &c.  It  has  not  we  believe,  been 
yet  delivered  to  the  members  of  either 
house  of  parliament." 
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of  Canada?  But  the  latter^  much 
cooled  apparently  since  his  return, 
replied,  that  he  did  not  know  that 
he  was  at  all  in  a  position  to  an- 
swer that  question.  He  had  given 
an  account  of  his  mission,  and  that 
report  it  was  for  their  lordships  to 
decide  upon. 

On  the  11th,  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  lord  Durham's  mission  were 
presented  to  parliament.  In  lay- 
ing them,  on  the  tahle  of  the 
upper  house,  lord  Melbourne  ob- 
senredi  that  he  wished  to  say  one 
word  exptessite  of  the  feelings  of 
her  tnajesty's  ministers,  both  with 
respect  to  the  Urgency  of  this 
question^  and  also  ^s  to  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  introducingj  with'* 
out  aiiy  further  delay,  some  mea- 
sure which  would  put  an  end  to 
the  state  of  things  now  existing 
in  Canada.  Now  that  ministers 
were  in  possession  of  lord  Dur- 
ham's suggestions  and  opinions, 
they  meant  to  lose  no  time  in  the 
matter ;  and  he  hoped,  that  before 
Easter,  they  would  be  able  to  in^^ 
troduce  a  measure  calculated  to 
establish  a  firm  government  there. 

The  attetition  of  the  house  was 
then  called  by  lord  Wharncliffe 
to  the  mysterious  publication  of 
lord  Durham's  report.  When  this 
matter,  he  said,  had  been  referred 
to  the  other  night,  both  lord  Mel- 
bourne and  lord  Durham  had  de- 
clared, that  they  had  seen  that 
publication  with  the  greatest  sur* 
prise.  Now  if  it  Were  true,  that 
those  papers  wete  printed  sevetal 
days  before  they  were  published, 
it  seemed  extraordinary,  that  this 
surprise  should  exist.  Could  any 
body  who  knew  that  the  papers  were 
printed,  be  so  very  short  sighted 
as  not  to  perceive,  that  they  must 
find  their  way  into  the  newspa- 


pers ?  He  must  express  his  re- 
gret, that  anything  should  have 
been  4one,  which  expressly  and 
purposely  had  taken  away  from  her 
majesty's  government  the  means  of 
considering  that  report  before  it 
was  made  public.  It  was  most 
dangerous,  that  the  statements 
contained  in  that  report  should 
have  been  communicated  to  the 
public  by  such  a  channel.  Lord 
DurhiEim  repelled  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  lord  Wharncliffe's 
insinuations  with  some  warmth^ 
and  declared  that  what  he  had 
said  on  the  preceding  night,  had 
been  utterly  misrepresented.  He 
had  never  expressed  surprise,  that 
the  repoi^t  should  have  been  pub- 
lished, but  he  had  ex^ressea  his 
regret,  that  a  portion  only  should 
have  been  laid  before  the  public. 
After  entiering  into  some  details 
Respecting  the  preparation  and 
printing  of  the  reporti  lord  Dur- 
ham went  on  to  say,  that  having 
received  from  a  member  of  the 
cabinet  official  permission  to  do 
so,  he  confidentially  communicated 
the  report  to  a  few  of  his  friends. 
This  Was  all  he  knew  of  the  trans- 
action. 

Perhaps  the  reader  will  think, 
that  this  conBdential  communica- 
tion \o  half  a  dozen  friends  is 
quite  sufficient  to  explain  the 
mystery  attendant  upon  the  pub- 
lication, as  well  as  perhaps  lord 
Durham's  extreme  anxiety  to  dis- 
claim the  use  of  the  word  sur- 
prise, when  speaking  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  report.  It  should 
however,  be  stated,  that  2,000 
copies  were,  as  lord  Durham  al- 
leged, printed,  while  ministers 
were  still  undecided  as  to  what 
course  should  be  taken  with  re« 
gard  to  it. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Corn- Law S'^PetUion  against  their  continiiance^' Motion  on  the  subject 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Brougham — His  Speech  on  this 
occasion — Enumeration  of  Disadvantages  attending  the  present  Sys" 
tern — Danger  of  Famine — Fluctuations  of  price — Obstacles  to  Foreign 
Trade — Motion  opposed  by  Lard  Melbourne  and  the  Duke  of  WeL 
lington — Negatived  without  a  Division — A  similar  Motion  is  made  by 
Mr,  Villiers  in  the  House  of  Commons^'Able  Speech  of  that  Gen- 
tleman on  the  occasion — Effect  of  the  Corn.Laws  on  the  Manufac-^ 
tures  of  the  Country -^Growing  competition  of  Foreign  Workmen — 
Retaliatory  restrictions  on  the  part  of  Foreign  Governments — Dimi' 
nution  of  the  amount  of  our  Export ^  especially  in  the  instance  of 
Germany — Motion  seconded  by  Mr,  Strutt — Opposed  by  Sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett — Statements  in  support  of  the  Motion  by  Mr.  Mark 
Philips — Lord  Howick  objects  to  the  proposed  enquiry,  which  is  ad' 
vocated  by  Mr,  Poulett  Thomson-^ Opinions  of  Lord  Stanley  and 
iMrd  John  Russell — Able  Speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  oj)position 
to  the  Motion — He  controverts  the  alleged  fact  of  the  decline  of  our 
Manufactures — Mr,  Villier's  Reply—^Division  an  the  Motion^-^It  is 
7'ejected  by  a  large  Majority. 

W£  have  alluded  in  our  pre-  proved^  and  went  at  some  length 
ceding  chapter  to  the  ef-  into  reasoning  founded  on  them, 
forts  which  were  made  in  various  The  first  point  to  which  his 
parts  of  the  country,  to  excite  lordship  adverted  was  the  ruinous 
discontent  with  the  existing  re-  insecurity  of  the  present  com 
strictions  on  the  importation  of  trade  to  those  engaged  in  it;  a 
foreign  corn.  A  great  number  of  trade  '^  which  shifts  like  the  rapid 
petitions  on  the  subject  were  in  river  s  course  every  nighty  follow- 
consequence  presented  to  both  ing  the  winds  and  weather  of  the 
houses  of  parliament^  and  on  the  twenty-four  preceding  hours  —  a 
1 8th  of  February,  lord  Brougham  trade  more  unfit  for  merchants  to 
rose  to  move  that  they  ''  be  refer-  embark  in,  more  unfitforfairspecu- 
led  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  lation — more  unseemly  for  the  em- 
house,  and  that  evidence  be  heard  ployment  of  mercantile  capital 
at  the  bar."  In  a  very  luminous  cannot  well  be  imagined  — for 
speech  he  stated  consecutively  the  needy  hungry  adventurers,  for  per- 
facts  which  be  intended  should  be  sons  without  capital  it  may  do  well» 
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The  next  topic  embraced  the 
important  question  of  the  effect 
likely  to  be  produced  on  prices  by 
a  relaxation  of  the  present  restric- 
tions. Lord  Brougham  admitted^ 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  fears  of 
the  one  party  and  the  hopes  of  the 
other,  had  exaggerated  the  cheap- 
ness which  would  ensue.  For 
instance,  in  Dantzic  the  price 
of  wheat  was  365.^  and  adding 
about  105.  for  costs,  46s.  would 
be  the  price  at  which  that  wheat 
could  be  sold  in  our  markets.  But 
it  was  here  555.  or  60^^.  In 
Malta,  the  average  price  of  wheat 
for  ten  years  ending  1836  was 
about  32^.,  which,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  155.  6d,  for  expences, 
would  give47«.  6d,  or  485.  as  the 
price  at  which  wheat  from  Malta 
might  be  purchased  in  England. 
Again,  when  the  Dardanelles  are 
open,  wheat  may  be  had  at 
Odessa  for  305.,  and  might  be  sold 
in  this  country,  including  charges, 
at  455.  6d,  Lord  Brougham, 
upon  the  whole,  did  not  anticipate 
that  the  fall  in  prices  consequent 
upon  a  free  importation  of  com 
would  exceed  55.  the  quarter.  But 
it  might  be  said  that  as  soon  as 
our  ports  were  opened  to  foreign 
com  the  supply  would  be  commeu'* 
surate  with  the  demand,  and  that 
unbounded  tracts  of  unproductive 
land  would  be  brought  into  culti- 
vation for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  English  markets.  The  d&« 
mand  from  this  country,  therefore, 
would  have  no  effect  in  raising  the 
prices  on  the  continent,  and  we 
should  have  com  liere  at  least  as 
che[^)  as  it  is  at  present  at  Dant- 
xic  or  Malta,  making  allowance 
for  the  expense  of  transport.  This, 
said  lord  Brougham,  certainly 
might  happen,  but  he  was  pre- 
pared with  evidence  to  show  the 
difGculties    attending    any   ^juch 


sudden  alteration.  How  could 
the  land  be  brought  into  immediate 
cultivation,  which  was  now  over- 
spread with  thick  and  impenetra- 
ble forests  ?  How  difficult  would 
it  be  to  get  hands  to  cultivate  it  ? 
How  little  land  existed  capable  of 
cultivation  except  towards  the 
remote  recesses  of  Volhynia  and 
the  Ukraine,  which  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  reach  at  present.  It 
was  certainly  barely  possible  that 
in  the  course  of  years,  the  exten- 
sion of  agriculture  under  consider- 
ation might  take  place,  but  a  long 
period  must  elapse  before  its  ef- 
fects would  be  felt  in  the  markets. 
But,  proceeded  lord  Brougham, 
although  no  great  alteration  in 
prices  was  to  be  expected,  yet 
among  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  a  Tree  trade  in  com  would  be 
found  a  security  against  famine, 
to  the  risk  of  which  the  present 
system  continually  exposed  us.  It 
was  almost  a  physical  certainty, 
that  looking  at  different  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  we  should  never 
find  at  the  same  time  an  universal 
failure  of  the  crops,  or  an  universal 
abundance.  What  then,  he  asked, 
does  the  corn-law  do,  but  strike  all 
other  countries  out  of  the  calcula- 
tion, and  in  a  time  of  scarcity, 
leave  the  nation  to  a  certainty  of 
famine.  It  confines  our  chances 
to  one  country,  to  one  kind  of 
weather.  But  this  could  not  be 
the  case  if  the  whole  of  Europe 
were  open  to  supply  us,  and  our 
chances  against  famine  would  be 
still  greater,  if  the  East  and  Ame- 
rica were  opened  to  us,  then,  in- 
deed, we  might  say,  if  there  be  a 
free  trade  in  corn,  there  can  be 
no  scarcity  with  us,  because  we 
should  be  well  off,  if  any  of  those 
countries  were  well  off.  There 
would  be  all  the  difference  between 
famine  and  dearth.    Dearth^  the 
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consequence  of  a  bad  season,  could 
not  be  avoided,  but  did  not  man 
interpose  his  luckless  band,  that 
dearth  could  never  be  converted 
into  famine. 

The  next  great  mischief  of  the 
corn-laws,  as  affirmed  by  Lord 
Brougham,  was  the  fluctuation  of 
prices  which  arose  out  of  them. 
When  the  present  act  was  passed, 
it  was  asserted  by  its  promoters, 
that  they  had  no  wish  to  raise  the 
price  of  wheat,  all  they  wanted 
was  steadiness  of  price.  That  the 
present  system  had  failed  to  secure 
that  object,  lord  Brougham  pro- 
ceeded to  show  in  the  foUowing 
manner.  He  first  took  17  years 
from  1773  to  1790  in  which  the 
fluctuation  was  not  more  than  2^. 
or  2^.  6d,,  or  4^  per  cent.  Omit- 
ting, for  reasons  which  he  men- 
tioned, the  following  fifteen  years, 
he  next  brought  under  considera- 
tion the  period  from  1815  to  1828, 
which  was  after  the  late  corn-law 
bill  (sir  Henry  Parnell's)  had  be- 
gun to  take  effect.  At  this  time, 
the  least  fluctuation  was  11|  per 
cent.,  and  the  greatest  70  per 
cent.,  during  one  single  year. 
The  latter  variation  took  place  in 
1816.*  In  1817,  the  fluctuation 
was  52  per  cent.  The  next  year 
it  amounted  to  no  more  than  16 
per  cent.,  then  23  per  cent.,  and 
in  1819,  36  per  cent.  That 
brought  him  to  1820,  when  Mr. 
Feel's  bill  passed,  since  which  the 
mint  price  of  gold  had  never  va- 
ried from  3/.  17 s,  lO^d.  per  ounce. 
Here,  then»  was  an  end  of  all  con- 


*  Lord  Brougham  at  first  stated  the 
maximum  fluctuation  as  high  as  94} 
per  cent.  But  upon  some  observations 
of  lord  Lansdowne  and  the  duke  of 
Wellington  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
currency  in  1816,  he  reduced  his  calcu- 
lation to  70  per  cent. 


nection  between  the  variation  in 
the  price  of  com  and  the  currency; 
yet  in  1821,  the  fluctuation  was 
53  per  cent.,  in  1822,  32  per  cent, 
in  1823  (not  a  year  of  scarcity), 
56|  per  cent.  In  1825,  13  per 
cent.  In  1826,  the  same.  Yet 
it  might  have  been  thought  that 
these  two  years,  one  marked  by 
immense  speculation,  and  the  other 
by  extreme  distress,  would,  if  any, 
have  given  rise  to  the  greatest  va- 
riations. This  clearly  showed, 
that  the  fluctuation  did  not  de- 
pend on  the  commercial  state  of 
the  country.  In  1828,  it  was  46 
per  cent.,  in  1829,  83  per  cent, 
and  so  on  till  1836,  when  it  was 
no  less  than  71  per  cent.  From 
1832  to  1838,  the  ports  were  shut 
and  the  corn-laws  in  free  opera* 
tion. 

Lord  Brougham  then  came  to 
anothei  view  of  the  subject*— the 
inequality  of  prices  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  which  arise 
out  of  our  corn-laws.  The  conse- 
quence of  our  not  taking  oom 
from  those  countries  whicn  have 
no  other  commodity  to  offer,  is  to 
render  com  unnaturally  cheap  in 
other  countries,  and  to  create  a 
greater  difference  than  nature 
would  make  between  the  price  of 
corn  in  England  and  elsewhere. 
Consequently,  it  has  a  tendency 
to  make  a  greater  difference  than 
would  naturally  exist  between  the 
price  of  labour  here  and  else- 
where, and  hence  to  make  a 
greater  difference  than  is  natural> 
between  the  prime  cost  of  pro* 
ducing  manufactures  here  and 
abroad,  thus  giving  an  obvious 
advantage  to  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer. 

Another  evil  of  the  com-laws 
was  the  exclusion  of  our  manufac- 
tures from  countries,  which  having 
nothing  but  com  to  oflfer  in  return^ 
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were  unable  to  become  purchasers  the  state  of  the  nation.    New  facts 

from  us.  were  not  so  much  required^  as  in- 

Lord  Brougham  then  proceeded  ferences  from  those  they  already 

to  call  the  attention  of  his  hearers  possessed. 

to  the  formidable  competition  which  The  duke  of  Wellington   said, 

the  British  manufacturer  had  to  en-  he  believed  the  proposed  mode  of 

counter  on  the  continent ;  but  as  enquiry  to  be  entirely  without  a 

this  branch  of  the  argument  was  precedent.      He   did   not    believe 

more  fully  considered  by  Mr.  Vil-  there  was  an  instance  to  be  found 

liers  in  his  speech  in  the  house  of  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 

commons  on  an  occasion  which  we  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  peti- 

shall  presently  have  to  notice,  we  tions,  and  taking  them   into  con- 

avoid    following    lord    Brougham  sideration  by  the  examination   of 

through  the  details  of  this  part  of  witnesses  at  the  bar.      He  concur- 

his  address.  red  with  the  duke  of  Buckingham 

The  duke  of  Buckingham,  earl  in   thinking    that    the     necessity 

Stanhope^  and  the  duke  of  Rich-  of    discouraging  the  notion,  that 

mond,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  they  intended  to  make  any  conces- 

motion.  sions  on   the  main  question,  was 

Lord  Melbourne  thought  that  the  in  itself  sufficient  ground  for  re- 
plan  proposed  by  lord  Brougham  fusing  the  proposed  enquiry.  Our 
was  the  worst  possible.  He  de-  agriculture  had  enjoyed  the  pro- 
clared  that  had  he  wished  to  post-  tection  of  the  corn-iaws  for  thirty- 
pone  the  measure-^to  avoid  a  par-  five  years,  a  fact  which  was  alone 
liamentary  discussion  of  the  ques-  a  reason  for  proceeding  with  great 
tion— to  perplex  and  puzzle  it—  caution.  Many  persons,  no  doubt, 
had  he  wished  to  embarrass  it  with  were  of  opinion  that  an  alteration 
an  inextricable  maze  of  conflict-  should  be  made  from  a  shifting,  to 
ing  facts  and  opinions-— he  did  not  a  permanent  duty.  But  it  should 
know  a  better  mode  of  effecting  be  recollected  that  the  reduction  of 
such  a  purpose,  than  was  involved  the  duty  even  a  trifle  too  much, 
in  the  proposed  inquiry  at  their  might  involve  the  country  in  the 
lordships'  bar.  The  question  of  utmost  difficulty,  by  rendering  the 
these  laws  was  not  a  new  one,  but  cultivation  of  the  soil  impossible, 
their  operation,  influence,  and  the  and  thereby  ruining  a  vast  class  of 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  their  industrious,  and  at  present  happy 
effects,  were  as  well  known  to  the  people.  It  would  be  found,  that 
house,  aiid  could  be  as  well  deter-  a  very  small  importation  of  com 
mined  by  their  lordships  with  their  into  this  country  had,  at  different 
present  information,  as  they  possi-  times,  produced  very  extensive  dis- 
bly  could  be  after  hearing  all  the  tress  amongst  the  agricultural  in- 
evidence  proposed  to  be  taken  at  terest.  The  law,  as  it  stood,  was 
the  bar.  The  present  motion,  if  established  for  the  protection  of 
agreed  to,  would  have  no  other  agriculture,  which,  without  that 
result  than  the  obstruction  of  the  protection  could  not  prosper.  Lord 
business  of  the  house,  which  would  Brougham  had  taken  great  pains  to 
find  itself  engaged  in  interminable  show,  that  the  f>resent  law  had  not 
disputes  and  inquiries  involving  a  ensured  an  uniformity  of  price : 
vast  variety  of  subjects.  In  point  but  it  was  difficult  to  see  how  an 
of  fact,  it  would  be  an  inquiry  into  uniformity  of  price  was  to  be  en« 
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sured  upon  a  commodity,  the  price 
of  which  must;  of  necessity,  vary 
with  the  produce.  But  in  point  of 
fact,  the  variations  had  not  been 
so  extensive  as  lord  Brougham, 
picking  out  particular  days  of  par- 
ticular years,  had  asserted.  The 
average  price  of  1 828,  was  645. 6d, 
a[lS29, 67 s.ed.',  of  1830, 66*. lOrf. 
of  1831,  72s.',  of  1832,  6ls.2d. 
of  1833,  66g.5d.;  of  1834,  54s.  9d. 
and  of  1835,  42^.  Sd.  The  average 
of  those  ten  years  being  5  6*.4fi{.  Lord 
Brougham  had  also  contended,  that 
the  enect  of  the  corn-laws  was  per- 
nicious to  the  coin-trade.  Now, 
he  begged  to  state,  that  in  the 
twenty  years  which  elapsed  from 
the  year  1815  to  1835,  there  were 
imported  from  foreign  countries 
into  Great  Britain,  8,428,589 
quarters  of  wheat,  making  an  ave- 
rage of  401,361  quarters  a-yean 
This  importation,  even  upon  the 
averages  was  ?ery  considerable,  but 
in  years  of  scarcity  it  was  enor- 
mous. In  1829,  for  instance,  it 
amounted  to  1,000,029  quarters; 
in  1830  to  1,000,493  quarters; 
and  in  1831  to  1,000,034  quarters. 
Besides  this  quantity  of  wheat, 
there  were  394,695  cwt.  of  foreign 
flour  imported. 

The  motion  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

On  the  following  day,  the  ques- 
tion was  debated  in  the  house  of 
commons.  Mr.  Villiers  moved, 
that  certain  persons  "  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  by  their  agents, 
witnesses,  or  counsel,  in  support  of 
the  allegations  of  the  petition  pre- 
sented to  the  house  on  the  15th 
instant,  complaining  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  corn-laws."  After 
some  remarks  on  the  substance  and 
the  importance  of  the  petition, 
coming,  as  it  did,  from  the  prin- 
cipal manufacturing  towns,  Mr. 
Villiers  proceeded  to  consider  the 


effect  of  the  corn-laws  upon  the 
manufacturers  and  commerce  of 
the  country.  From  1770  to  1814, 
England  had  the  monopoly  of  the 
cotton  trade,  and  we  had  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  competition  in 
any  quarter.  What  was  now  the 
case?  America  consumed  in  ma- 
nufactures 320,000  bales  of  cot- 
ton ;  France  350,000 ;  Switzerland 
50,000  i  and  150,000  were  taken 
by  other  countries,  making  a  total 
of  870,000  bales,  which  nearly 
equalled  the  entire  consumption  of 
England.  Here  then  it  was  suffi- 
ciently apparent,  that  though  we 
had  the  monopoly  in  this  trade 
but  little  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  we  possessed  it  no  longer. 
It  was  also  apparent,  that  other 
countries  had  been  able  to  stand 
their  ground,  and  were  now  fairly 
launched  in  the  world  in  compe- 
tition with  us.  Hence,  we  had  to 
consider,  not  whether  we  could 
retain  a  monopoly,  but  whether 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  run  an 
equal  race:  and  it  was  for  those 
who  contended,  that  we  were  ever 
destined  to  excel,  to  explain  how 
it  happened  that  the  manufacturers 
of  other  countries  had  increased  in 
a  greater  ratio  than  our  own,  and 
how,  if  we  did  not  proceed  on  equal 
terms,  we  were  to  maintain  our 
ground  at  all.  It  was  then  expe* 
dient  to  consider,  whether  we  were 
on  equal  terms  with  these  coun- 
tries. Now,  in  comparing  our* 
selves  with  America,  we  find  her 
possessed  of  two  great  natural  ad- 
vantages, proximity  to  the  raw 
material,  and  cheapness  of  power. 
These  had  been  made  the  subjects 
of  precise  calculation.  The  proxi-* 
mity  to  the  raw  material  is  esti- 
mated at  I  per  pound,  which  is 
equal  to  about  7  per  cent.,  while 
the  difference  in  the  water  power 
and  steam  power  in  the  United 
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States  and  here,  is  as  3/.  10^.  to  Perhaps  there  was  nothing  more 
12/.  10^.  per  horse.      Those  were  striking  in  the  manufacturing  con« 
the  natural  advantages  of  America,  dition  of  the  German  states,  than 
We^   however,  not  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  so  actively  pro- 
the  gi*eat  distance  at  which  we  live  ceeding  amongst  them  for  the  fahri- 
from  the  rav/  material,  impose  a  cation  of  machinery.     Thus>  while 
tax  upon  it,  when  it  reaches  our  the  machinery   employed  in    the 
shores^  and  uext  enhance  the  value  hosiery  trade  has  increased  in  £ng« 
of  flour,  a  vast  amount  of  which  is  land,  10  per  cent,  the  machinery 
used  in  the  cotton   manufacture^  in  Saxony  has  doubled  itself  every 
and  by  the  same  means,  vi;;.,  the  six  years.     At  the  peace,  indeed, 
corn-laws,  make  the  cost  of  living  we  had  the  monopoly  of  the  world 
in  this  country  dearer  than  in  any  in  this  trade,  whereas  in  1838,  the 
other  in  the  world.     Mr.  Villiers  exportof  England  was  but  447,291 
then  referred  to  the  examination  of  dozen,  while  that  of  Saxony  was 
(Certain  witnesses  under  a  commis-  150^000.      The    hon.    gentleman 
sion  from  the  crown,  from  which  it  then  went  into  details  to  show  the 
appeared  that  in  cotton  goods  of  a  progress  made  by  Saxon  hosiery  on 
coarser  quality,  the  Amenc£ins  were  the  Western   continent,  and  con- 
enabled  to  undersell  us  in  the  South-  eluded  this  branch  of  his  subject 
American,  and  even  the  East- Indian  with    the    remarkable    fact,  that 
markets.   Switzerland  was  another  Saxon    hosiery    comes    into    this 
rival,  who  after  supplying  her  own  country,  at  an  additional  expense 
wants,  exported   three-fourths  of  of  25  per  cent.,  and  actually  un- 
what  she  manufactured,  and  met  dersells  our  own  manufacturers, 
us  successfully  in  the  Italian,  Le-  The  state  of  the  woollen  trade 
vant,  and  North  American  markets,  was  the  next  subject  which  Mr. 
Mr.  Villiers  next  led  the  attention  Villiers  brought  under  notice,  by 
of  the  house  to  those  countries,  who  reading    to    the    house    a    paper 
had  retaliated  upon  us,  in  conse-  drawn  up  by  one  of  the  persons 
quence  of  the  high  duty  imposed  most  extensively  engaged  m  this 
upon  their  com  and  timber.     In  branch  of  manufacture.     This  do< 
1820,    we    exported    to    Russia  cument  stated,  that,  until  a  few 
1,300,000  yards  of  cotton  cloth,  years  ago,    the    English    buyers 
and  in  1837,  only  850,000  yards,  predominated  at  the  great  German  ' 
In    1820,    the  declared  value  of  wool  fairs  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  whole  exports  to  Russia  was  they  exercised  a  control  over  the 
2,300,000/.,  in  1834,  1,328,300/.  prices;  but  that  latterly  the  Ger- 
He  then  turned  to  Germany,  to  man  and  Belgian  buyers  have  taken 
which  country  were  exported  in  the  lead,   being    able,   from   the 
1833,  29,631,351  yards  of  cotton  flourishing  state  of  their  manu- 
cloth,  andin  1838,  only  5,562,333.  factures,  to  afford  a  higher  price 
It  might  be  said  that  in  general  than  the  English  were  able  to  give, 
our  exports  to  Germany  shewed  an  That    whereas   the    quantity    of 
increase  5  but  it  was  a  very  doubt-  German  woollen  cloths  exhibited 
ful  advantage  if  those  exports  were  for  sale  at  Leipsic  fair,  some  few 
chiefly  swelled  by  such  materials  as  years  past,  was  only  50,000  ends 
enabled  those  countries  to  manu-  (an  end  being  half  a  piece),  last 
facture  for  themselves,  the  goods  year  the  quantity  exhibited  was 
with  which  we  once  supplied  them.  350,000  ends.  That  independently 
Vol.  LXXXI.  [D] 
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of  the  duty,  the  Prussian  cloths 
undersell  the  English  in  Germany. 
That  the  increase  of  the  conti- 
nental manufacture  of  wool  is 
shewn  hy  the  fact^  that  foreigners 
purchase  an  encreasing  quantity 
of  the  wools  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, which  were  before  exclusively 
confined  to  the  use  of  the  home- 
manufacturer  ;  the  exports  of  Brit- 
ish wool  being  in  1838  of  the 
declared  value  of  432,000/.,  while 
the  average  of  the  four  preceding 
years  was  but  274,000/.  That 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  export 
of  British  woollens  in  1 838,  on  the 
average  of  the  four  preceding  years 
of  388,000/. 

Our  hardware  manufacture  ex- 
hibits also^  according  to  Mr.  Vil* 
Hers,  the  most  gloomy  prospects. 
The  forges  of  Prussia,  Saxony>  and 
Westphalia,  are  driving  the  pro- 
ductions of  Sheffield  and  Birming- 
ham out  of  the  general  market ; 
and  the  British  manufacturers  are 
receiving  orders  which,  at  the  price 
offered,  they  are  obliged  to  de- 
cline to  execute^  or  to  execute  at 
a  loss. 

Mr.  Villiers  concluded  his  speech 
by  an  enumeration  of  precedents  in 
favour  of  the  present  motion. 

The  motion  having  been  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Strutt,  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  said,  that  he  was  willing 
to  take  for  granted  the  facts  stated 
by  Mr.  Villiers,  and  therefore  ob- 
jected to  the  course  proposed  by 
that  gentleman.  At  the  same  time 
Sir  Francis  remarked,  that  he  had 
not  the  least  hesitation  in  stating 
his  conviction  that  the  landed  in- 
terest, in  which  he  himself  was 
principally  concerned,  was  under 
very  erroneous  impressions  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Mark  Phillips  followed  in 
the  line  of  argument  which  Mr. 
Villiers  had  opened.     He  §tated 


that  the  quantity  of  cotton  twist 
now  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  was  equal  to  the  whole  of 
that  made  in  England  at  so  late  a 
period  as  1816.  Switzerland  was 
at  present  consuming  50,000  or 
60,000  bags  of  cotton  annually. 
With  regard  to  Russia  it  might  be 
considered  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
last  year  the  quantity  of  cotton 
wool  imported  into  that  empire, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  manu- 
factured into  twist,  amounted  to 
as  much  as  the  cotton  twist  ac- 
tually exported  from  Great  Britain. 
It  was  another  formidable  feature 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  that 
the  foreign  manufacturers,  by  the 
advantages  which  it  was  worth 
their  while  to  hold  out,  were 
draining  our  great  machine  manu- 
factories  of  their  best  mechanics. 

Lord  Howick  was  the  next 
speaker.  Although  opposed  to  the 
present  system,  he  said  he  could  not 
support  the  motion.  He  was  firmly 
convinced  of  the  impolicy  and  in- 
justice of  the  corn-la WS|  which, 
oppressive  as  they  were  to  the 
community  generally^  were  in  his 
opinion  more  particularly  preju- 
dicial to  the  landed  interest.  Lord 
Howick's  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed enquiry  were  sufficiently 
reasonable.  In  the  first  place,  he 
contended  they  were  already  mas- 
ters of  the  facts  of  the  question ; 
the  difficulty  was  how  to  account 
for  these  facts,  and  what  conclu- 
sion it  would  be  proper  to  draw 
from  them.  It  was  here  only  that 
any  real  difference  of  opinion  could 
exist.  But,  secondly,  an  investi- 
gation of  this  nature,  carried  on 
before  the  whole  house,  and  every 
member  having  the  right  of  ex- 
amination and  cross-examination, 
presented  nothing  but  a  prospect 
of  confusion,  which  it  would  be 
found  impossible  to  bring  to  a  sue* 
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cestui  termination.  Moreover,  if 
one  side  was  heard^  it  would  be  ne. 
cessary  to  hear  the  other.  Not  to 
mention  that  it  would  he  found 
impossible  to  set  bounds  to  the  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  the  questions 
involved  in  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Thomely 
having  supported  the  motion^  it 
was  opposed  by  lord  Worsley, 
who  thought  that  a  repeal  of  the 
corn-laws  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
country.  Mr.  Heathcote  also  op- 
posed the  enquiry,  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  of  course,  met  with 
Mr.  Warburton's  support. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Cayley,  controverting  the  assump- 
tion that  the  alleged  decline  in 
manufactures  was  assignable  to  the 
corn-laws,  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson 
addressed  the  house.  He  very 
strongly  urged,  that  it  would  be  a 
denial  of  justice  to  refuse  to  the 
petitioners  the  opportunity  which 
they  demanded,  not  only  of  esta* 
blishing  the  facts  on  which  they 
relied^  but  of  refuting  the  misre- 
presentations of  their  adversaries. 
Lord  Stanley  made  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  inconsistency  of  the 
acknowledged  increase  of  factories 
with  the  grievances  complained  of 
by  the  manufacturing  interest. 
Lord  John  Russell,  while  he  ob- 
jected to  the  mode  of  enquiry 
under  consideration,  said  he  was 
willing  to  have  the  question  ex- 
amined by  a  select  committee. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  then  rose.  He 
said  that  he  must  take  a  larger 
view  of  the  question  than  had  been 
embraced  by  Mr.  Villiers.  Sup- 
posing corn  to  be  dearer  here  than 
elsewhere,  he  was  bound  to  ask 
how  did  that  happen  ?  and  what 
connexion  has  it  with  taxation? 
When  he  was  told  that  com  was 
60s.  a  quarter,  he  would  ask,  is 
there  not  a  paramount  necessity 


for  maintaining  the  public  faith  ? 
and  would  it  be  just  to  repeal  the 
corn-laws,  while  they  continued 
that  taxation  upon  the  agricultural 
interest  which  produced  the  high 
price  ?  Could  he  shut  out  of  his 
consideration  the  land-tax,  the 
malt-tax,  the  poor-laws,  the  county- 
rate,  and  all  those  other  burdens 
which  pressed  upon  the  landed  in- 
terest. Could  he  consent  to  argue 
the  question  upon  the  sole  ground, 
that  com  was  higher  in  this  coun- 
try than  in  any  other^  and  that 
were  it  reduced  in  cost,  it  would 
diminish  the  competition  with 
which  our  manufacturers  had  to 
contend?  Seeing,  however,  that 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  house  that 
the  question  should  be  argued  upon 
this  narrow  ground,  he  said  he  had 
no  objection  so  to  do  deal  with  it 
upon  that  occaaon.  Why  then  did 
he  resist  an  enquiry  at  the  bar  } 
He  resisted  it  irom  a  strong  con- 
viction that  the  present  system  of 
corn-laws  ought  to  be  maintained, 
and  because  he  saw  no  advantage, 
but  a  great  deal  of  evil,  as  likely 
to  arise  from  the  proposed  enquiry. 
How  could  such  an  investigation 
be  limited  to  the  bare  operation  of 
the  corn-laws?  Could  they  ex- 
clude enquiry  into  the  effect  of 
taxation,  and  other  complicated 
questions?  Was  it  not  perfectly 
clear  that  the  enquiry  must  be  a 
most  protracted  one,  and  that,  pend- 
ing its  progress,  the  application  of 
capital  must  be  suspended  from 
the  uncertainty  attaching  to  the 
result  ?  Sir  Robert  then  went  on 
to  controvert  the  facts  alleged  by 
Mr.  Villiers  and  others,  who  con- 
tended that,  from  the  pressure  of 
the  corn-laws,  our  manufactures 
were  upon  the  decline.  It  had 
been  said,  that  there  had  been  no 
increase  in  the  amount  of  exports 
in  such  articles  as  required  the  ap* 
CD  2: 
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plication  of  much  manual  labour, 
although  an  augmentation  was  ad- 
mitted in  respect  of  such  as  could 
be  made  with  the  intervention  of 
very  little  human  labour.  Sup- 
posing the  fact  to  be  as  stated^  and 
that  a  formidable  competition  ex- 
isted on  the  continent^  he  might 
ask,  was  it  at  all  surprising^  if,  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty-three  years  of 
profound  peace,  the  people  of  the 
continent  should  devote  themselves 
to  those  industrious  pursuits,  which 
they  saw  so  successfully  embraced 
by  this  and  other  nations  ?  Was 
it  not  inevitable,  that  those  nations 
should,  in  the  progress  of  improve- 
ment, devote  tnemselves  to  manu- 
facturing industry,  and  was  it  ne- 
cessary to  explain  the  fact  by  means 
of  our  corn-laws  ?  What  could  be 
more  natural  than  the  establish* 
ment  of  manufactures  in  the  United 
States?  As  the  amount  of  wild 
and  uncultivated  land  diminished, 
and  the  operations  of  agriculture 
became  more  difficult — as  the  peo- 
ple increased  and,  the  towns  ex- 
tended themselves — it  could  be  a 
matter  of  wonder  to  none,  that  the 
United  States  should  gradually 
advance  into  the  rank  of  a  manu- 
facturing nation. 

But  Sir  Robert  was  not  prepared 
to  admit  the  truth  of  Mr.  Villiers* 
main  position,  that  there  had 
been  a  gradual  diminution  in  the 
export  of  those  articles  into  the 
cost  of  producing  which  the  price 
of  provisions  enters;  but  on  the 
contrary  he  undertook  to  shew 
that  not  only  had  there  been  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  exported 
manufactures  generally,  but  a 
progressive  increase  in  the  export 
of  those  commodities,  whose  price 
was  regulated  by  the  cost  of  human 
subsistence.  He  held  in  his  hand 
an  account,  which  he  believed  to 
be  correct— a  comparative  state- 


ment of  the  declared  value  of  Brit- 
ish cotton  goods  exported  in  each 
of  the  last  eight  years,  distinguish- 
ing each  species  of  manufacture, 
and  he  should  compare  the  average 
of  the  year  1838  with  that  of  the 
seven  preceding  years.  The  total 
amount  of  the  declared  value  of 
cotton  goods  exported  in  the  seven 
years  preceding  1838^  gave  a 
yearly  average  of  20,000,000/. 
In  1838,  that  average  was  aug* 
mented  to  24,000,000/.  Of  this 
increase  of  4,000,000/.  it  must  be 
admitted  that  2,000,000/.  arose 
out  of  exports  of  cotton  twist,  and 
yams,  (articles  requiring  little 
manual  labour).  It  remained  to 
account  for  the  other  2,000^000/. 
The  first  branch  of  trade,  into  the 
cost  of  which  the  price  of  subsist* 
ence  must  enter,  adverted  to  by 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  was  the  hosiery 
trade.  The  exports  of  this  artide, 
during  the  seven  years  before  al- 
luded to,  averaged  587,000/.  while 
in  1838,  the  declared  value 
amounted  to  150,000/.  Another 
similar  head  of  manufactures  con* 
sisted  of  calico,  muslin,  dimity>  • 
shawls  and  hats.  These  were  com- 
modities in  which  human  labour 
constitutes  the  greater  part  of  the 
value.  The  average  of  the  de- 
clared value  of  the  exports  of 
these  articles,  during  the  above 
mentioned  seven  years,  amounted 
to  13,300,000/.  In  1838,  the 
declared  value  had  risen  t9t 
15,320,000/.  The  increase  upoa 
the  aggregate  exports  of  the  cou9;* 
try  in  the  latter  year  upon  tbe 
seven  preceding  was  16,700,000|L 
upon  14,700,000/. 

Sir  Robert  then  stated,  upon  thft 
information  of  a  circular  published 
at  Liverpool,  and  of  current  au* 
thority  with  the  trade,  an  account 
of  the  consumption  of  cotton  in  all 
the  countries  using  it  during  1837 
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and  1838.  The  cotton  imported 
into  England  in  1837  was 
1,059,000  bags;  and  in  1838 
had  risen  to  1,218,000  bags.  The 
cotton  brought  into  France  in  1837 
was  357,539  bags  ;  and  in  1838 
393,000  bags.  This  gave  an  in- 
crease in  respect  to  France,  but  it 
seemed  that  upon  the  aggregate 
exports  to  the  whole  of  the  conti- 
nent there  was  a  falling  off  of  2  per 
cent,  in  the  latter  year.  In  France 
then  the  increase  amounted  to 
9  J  per  cent.  In  Great  Britain  it 
was  as  much  as  17^  per  cent. 
Under  these  circumstances.  Sir 
Robert  said,  that  he  could  not  ad- 
mit tliat  our  manufactories  were  in 
an  alarming  state,  and  that  our  for- 
mer consumers  were  about  to  drive 
us  from  the  markets.  "  My  opin- 
ion, sir,"  continued  sir  Robert 
Peel,  **  is,  that  while  the  blessing 
of  peace  remains  with  us,  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  remain  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  to  the  whole 
world ;  and  I  was  not  before  aware 
that  it  was  one  of  the  maxims  of 
political  economy  to  repine  at  or 
take  means  to  stop  the  progressive 
improvement  of  the  human  race. 
The  object  of  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site is  to  increase  the  price  of  corn 
in  all  foreign  countries,  in  order  to 
check  the  progress  of  their  manu* 
factures.  Not  a  very  benevolent 
object  I  must  confess.  The  object 
being  then,  to  diminish  the  manu- 
facturing prosperity  of  other  coun- 
tries, is  there  not  a  bare  possibility 
that  other  countries  may  discover 
and  defeat  it  ?  Is  it  not  just  pos- 
sible that  they  may  attempt  to  save 
their  manufactures  by  imposing  a 
large  duty  on  the  export  of  corn, 
which  will  deprive  us  of  the  large 
revenue  expected  from  the  com, 
and  entirely  baffle  our  object? 
This  country  consumes  52,000,000 
ijuarters  of  grain  yearly.  Would  it 


be  wise  that  this  country,  hitherto 
dependent  upon  internal  sources  of 
supply,  should  be  called  upon  to  make 
the  experiment,  how  far  in  case  of 
war  and  famine  it  might  rely  upon 
procuring  the  necessary  amount  of 
food  from  foreign  countries?  " 

Mr.  Villiers  in  reply  to.  sir  Ro- 
bert Peel,  said  that  his  own  state- 
ments had  not  been  fairly  repre- 
sented. All  he  had  said  was,  ^*  that 
there  were  certain  indications  of 
coming  evil  to  this  country,  in  the 
loss  or  non- increase  of  the  export 
of  certain  manufactured  goods. 
He  had  particularly  guarded  him- 
self against  any  exaggerated  state- 
ments of  general  distress,  or  that 
the  manufacturing  interests  were 
in  a  state  of  hopeless  decrepitude. 
The  petitioners  clearly  stated,  that 
they  had  ceased  to  export  to  coun« 
tries  to  which  they  had  formerly 
been  in  the  habit  of  exporting, 
while  the  character  of  other  exports 
had  much  changed,  and  they 
wished  to  explain  to  the  house  how 
this  had  happened,  ai.d  how  it  was^ 
that  a  rapid  increase  had  taken  place 
ill  the  exports  of  other  countries, 
which  were  under  the  disadvan- 
tages attendant  upon  the  infancy 
of  manufactures,  while  we,  with  all 
the  contrary  advantages  were  grad-^^ 
ually  losing  ground." 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  explanation, 
drily  remarked,  that  if  he  had  un« 
derstood  the  ^rst  speech  of  Mr. 
Villiers,  in  the  sense  in  which  he 
understood  his  reply,  he  should  not 
have  spoken  at  all  upon  the  occasion. 

The  house  then  divided.  For 
the  motion  172,  against  it  361 : 
majority  189. 

This  expression  of  the  predomi- 
nant  opinion  in  the  house  of 
commons  had  the  effect  of  putting 
the  q^uestion  to  rest,  and  no  more 
was  heard  of  it  during  the  remain* 
der  of  the  session. 
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Irish  Affairs — Assasmalion  of  Lord  Norbtui^  ■  Meeting  of  Magis-' 
traUs  at  TuUimore — Speech  of  Lord  Oxmantoton^'Lord  Charkmlle 
-^Retoluiions  carriedr-^Mr.  OConnell — Dimmer  ai  the  CtrcuS'^^nd 
at  Drogheda — Mr,  Shanes  Motion  for  Papers  reUUimg  to  Crime  i» 
Jreland'^Discrepancies  of  previous  retvms^^Imcrease  of  Crim&-^ 
Murder  of  Lord  Norlmry^'Ribband  Societies-^Eneoura^ement  of 
Agitation — Speech  of  Lord  Morpeth — Reasons  for  difference  tm  returns 
"^New  System  rf  ConstabuUtry — Crime  actualhf  dindaished^'^De^ 
fence  of  Mr.  Drummond^s  LHter — Intended  Course  of  Government-^ 
Speeches  of  Mr,  Colquhoun-'^Mr.  Pigot — Colonel  Connelkf — Mr, 
Tennent-^Mr,  Litton — Mr.  O  Connell— Sergeant  Jackson — Debate 
Adjourned'^peech  of  Mr,  Lefroy — Mr.  French^^Sir  Charles 
Slyles^-^House  Counted  out  and  Subject  dropped — Motion  of  Lord 
Rodenfor  Committee  on  the  State  of  Ireland^Repl^  of  the  Marqms 
tff  Normanhy — Vindication  of  his  Exercise  of  Mercy — and  of  Pat" 
ronage — Motion  supported  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington^-^Opposed  by 
Lord  Melbourne^  Speeches  cf  Lords  Brougham  and  Plunl^t — 
Motion  Carried. 


IN  Ireland  ibeyoar  1839  opened 
with  disastrous  aoguries.  On 
the  Ist  of  Janaary^  within  sight 
almofi  of  his  house,  the  earl  of 
Norborf  was  struck  by  the  ball  of 
an  assassin.  .The  deed  was  done  in 
clear  daylight,  and  it  is  worth  re- 
nnrking,  that  at  the  very  moment 
of  execution,  a  concourse  of 
thirty  or  forty  people  were  in  at- 
tendance iipcm  a  funeral  in  the 
churchyard  of  Durrow,  which  lay 
in  a  line  between  the  mansion 
and  the  scene  of  the  murder, 
nc«  longer  than  a  quarter  of  a 
nnle. 

This  tragic  occurrence  seemed 
the  more  shocking  when  men  re« 


membered  the  exemplary  character 
of  the  deceased  nobknan,  both  as 
a  man  and  as  a  landlord.  No  at- 
sociations  had  hitherto  been  known 
to  exist  in  the  neighbourhood.  Lord 
Norbury  had  nerer  acted  aa  a  magis' 
trate,  and  took  no  part  in  pditks. 
Even  the  Roman  C^holie  rector  of 
the  parish,  who  had  lived  on  ami- 
cable terms  with  the  kte  krd,  bore 
testimony  on  a  public  occanon  to 
his  good  and  charitable  qualities; 

No  clue  has  yet  been  found  for 
the  discovery  of  the  murderer,  al« 
though  at  the  moment,  some  cir« 
cumstances  bearing  remotely  upon 
the  origin  and  complexion  of  the 
crime  were  stated,  but  with  the 
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contrariety  so  discreditably  charac^*  merit,  they  aspired  to  a  predorai. 

teristic  of  Irish  evidence.  nance  which  could  be  achieved  only 

On   the   3d  of  January,  after  by  the  alienation  of  Roman  catho« 

forty«three  hours  of  sufferings  lord  lie  tenants  from  the  landlords  who 

Norbury  expired.  On  the  same  day  had  generally  a  great  hold  over 

a  notification   to  the  magistrates  them  by  their  feelings  as  well  as 

was  issued  by  the  lord*lieutenant  their  interests.    It  was  accordingly 

of  the  county,  requesting  their  at-  their  policy  to  form  in  every  village 

tendance  on  the  10th  instant,   to  a  little  club  of  the  lowest  sort  of 

consider  the  measures  to  be  taken  agitators.     These  persons  made  it 

in  consequence  of  the  late  outrage,  their  especial  business  to  calumniate 

The  meeting,  which  we  notice  the  landlord,  and  to  raise  a  preju- 
at  a  greater  length  on  account  of    dice  against  him,   Speaking  con- 

the  frequent  reference  which  was  temptuously  of  gratitude  when  that 

subsequently  made  to  its  proceed-  feelingpresented  an  obstacle  to  their 

ings,   assembled  on  the    day  an*  purposes,  and  palliating  acts  of  ex- 

Dounced  at  Tullamore,  under  the  treme  personal   violence  in   cases 

auspices  of  lord  Oxmantown«  where  it  was  necessary  to  overawe 

Thecauseoftbelamentableevent^  men  by  fear.  The  parochial  clubs 
which  had  brought  them  together  were  in  connexion  with  county 
was  to  be  sotight>  in  the  opinion  of  societies,  l¥hich  in  their  turn  main- 
tfae  noble  premdent,  in  a  far  spread  tained  communication  with  the 
conspiracy  for  wresting  the  property  central  junto  of  agitators  in  the 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  metropolis.  The  known  character 
by  the  abolition  of  rent,  with  the  of  the  chief  movers  in  these  pro- 
determination  of  effecting  by  assas-  ceedings  prevented  their  acquiring 
sination  what  they  were  unable  to  any  considerable  influence  amoiig 
extort  by  open  rebellion.  It  wa^r,  the  better  disposed  people>  until  the 
he  observed,  but  an  additional  de~  events  of  1 835.  At  that  time  the 
monstratiotiofthedeepandincreas-  peasantry  were  led  to  believe  that 
ing  demoralization  of  a  country,  a  compact  had  been  entered  into  by 
where  the  assassin  foond  in  every  the  ministry  with  the  leading  agi- 
peasant  his  protector-^in  every  cot-  tators  in  Dublin,  which  bound  the 
tage  a  place  of  concealment^  and  government,  in  exchange  for  the 
was  seldom  brought  to  justice  but  political  assistance  of  those  indivi. 
by  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  duals  to  the  adoption  of  their  prin- 
magistrates  and  police^  extorting  by  ciples.  The  case  was  now  greatly 
ingenious  devices  from  unwilling  altered.  From  this  moment,  the 
witnesses,  perhapf,  some  trifling  little  knots  of  idle  and  vicious  per., 
fact  which  at  length  lead  to  the  sons  in  each  parish  succeeded  in 
detection  of  the  parties.  spreading  their  demoralizing  influ- 

The  noble  lord  assigned  the  fol-  ence  among  the  peasantry  with  an 

lowing  causes  for  this  deterioration  authority  almost  equal  to  that  of 

of  moral  principle  among  the  pea-  government  emissaries,    and    had 

santry.     The  years  that  immedi-  been  the  mdin  instruments  in  bring- 

ately  followed  the  act  of  emancipa*  ing  the  people  into  their  present 

tion,  gave  birth  to  a  class  of  men  condition. 

who  were  unable  to  rest  content  Lord    Charleville   adopted    the 

with  a  simple  equality ;  without  any  same  view  of  the  subject.  He  dwelt 

pretensions  to  Station  or  personal  long  upon  the  eminent  qualities  of 
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the  murdered  earl,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  death,  with  feel- 
ings heightened  hy  the  long  in- 
timacy that  had  subsisted  between 
them. 

An  expression  which  had  been 
used  by  the  under  secretary  Drum- 
mond  in  his  answer  to  the  memo- 
rial lately  presented  by  the  magis- 
trates of  Tipperary,  upon  the  state 
and  sources  of  crime  in  that  county, 
elicited  some  severe  strictures  from 
this  noble  earl,  who  declared  that 
the  in  itself  very  innocent  maxim, 
that  **  property  had  its  duties  as  well 
as  its  rights,"  was  felt  to  be  little 
less  than  a  deliberate  and  unfeeling 
insult  in  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  uttered.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  the  employ- 
ment of  those  terms  had  given  a 
fresh  impulse  to  feelings  which  had 
found  their  legitimate  issue  in  the 
late  assassination,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  unfortunate  proposi- 
tion became  a  topic  of  constant 
animadversion  in  the  long  discus, 
sions  upon  Irish  interests  which 
were  destined  to  occupy  the  hours 
of  the  approaching  session  of  Par- 
liament. 

In  the  course  of  the  meeting  re- 
solutions to  the  following  effect 
were  proposed  and  carried  with 
little  opposition. 

'*  Resolved-^That  it  appears  to 
this  meeting,  that  the  answer  con- 
veyed to  the  magistratesof  Tipperary 
by  Mr  .Under  -secretary  Drummond, 
has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
animosities  contained  against  the 
owners  of  the  soil,  and  has  embold- 
ened the  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace. 

"  That  finding  from  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  the  former 
resolution Sy  that  there  is  little 
room  to  hope  for  a  successful  ap. 
peal  to  the  Irish  executive,  we  feel 
It  a  duty  to  apply  to  the  people  of 


England,  the  l^islature^  and  the 
throne,  for  protection. 

'^  That  the  magistrates  here  as- 
sembled, are  determined,  to  co- 
operate with  the  government  in 
any  manner  point^  out  by  her 
majesty's  ministers,  which  may  give 
the  slightest  hope  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity in  this  distracted  country." 

The  opposite  party  in  the  mean- 
time were  not  wanting  in  their  ef- 
forts of  counteraction.  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell  was  indefatigable  in  stirring  up 
his  Precursor  society  and  other  simi- 
lar machines  of  agitation.  On  the 
22d  a  grand  dinner,  for  which  1,000 
tickets  were  issued,  was  given  in 
honor  of  the  liberator  in  the  circus 
at  Dublin.  Another  festivity  with 
a  similar  object  was  solemnized  two 
days  later  at  Drogheda.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  O'Connell,  who  suf- 
fers little  embarrassment  ^m  any 
degree  of  delicacy  or  generosity 
which  may  still  be  supposed  to  en- 
ter into  the  English  conception  of 
a  gentleman,  actually  volunteered 
the  assertion  that  the  assassin  of 
lord  Norbury  had  left  on  the  soil 
where  he  had  posted  himself,  not 
the  print  of  a  rustic  brogue,  but 
the  impress  of  a  well  made  Dublin 
boot.  By  this  and  other  insinua- 
tions the  great  agitator  did  not  he- 
sitate to  direct  the  minds  of  his 
audience  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
earl  had  met  his  death  at  the  hands 
of  one  who  wa§  bound  to  him  by 
the  nearest  of  natural  ties,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  had  the  largest 
material  interest  in  his  removal. 

With  these  hostile  demonstra- 
tions, parties  in  Ireland  prepared  for 
the  opening  of  parliament. 

On  the  7th  of  March  Mr.  Shaw 
commenced  the  campaign  by  mov- 
ing for  returns  of  the  number  of 
committals,  convictions,  inquests, 
rewards,  and  advertisements  for  the 
discovery  of  offenders  in  Irelandj, 
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from  1835  to  1839,  in  order  to 
enable  the  house  to  form  a  judge- 
ment with  regard  to  the  actual 
amount  and  increase  of  crime  in 
that  country. 

The  necessity  of  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  this  sub- 
ject   had   been,   he   said,   forcibly 
brought   before  his  eyes    by    the 
omission   of  any  mention   in  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  of  the  mo- 
ral or  social  condition  of  Ireland. 
That  document  had,  indeed,  pointed 
to  the  necessity  of  some  undefined 
amendment  of  the  municipal  cor- 
porations, but  there  was  little,  in 
this  single  allusion  to  their  inter- 
ests, to  satisfy  the  peaceable  subjects 
of  a  kingdom  where  there  was  no 
security  for  property  or  for  persons, 
where    the  functions   of     justice 
were  usurped  by  irresponsible  com- 
binations, and  all  the  relations  of 
society  were  disorganised.  The  re- 
turns he  meant  to  move  for  were 
framed  with  the  view  of  presenting 
this  sad  delineation  in  its  intimate 
connection  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government,  and  however  mi- 
nute might  be  the  appearance  of  the 
details  into  which  they  might  enter, 
they  were  called  for  by  the  inac- 
curate and  often  illusory  nature  of 
all  the  previous  reports. 

The  house  was  aware  that,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  statutes  56th 
Geo.  III.  c.  120,  and  7th  Geo.  IV. 
c.  74,  yearly  criminal  returns  of  all 
parties  committed  and  brought  to 
trial  were  made  by  the  clerks  of 
the  crown  and  peace,  and  also  by 
the  inspectors-general  of  prisons. 
These  returns  had  reference  to 
matters  in  which  the  assizes  and 
quarter  sessions  were  concerned; 
but  although  professedly  the  same, 
there  was,  in  fact,  a  serious  discre- 
pancy. He  would  take  the  years 
1836  and  1837.  The  reports  for 
the  latter  year  included  for  the  first 


time  the  number  of  prisoners  for 
trial  at  petty  sessions.  These,  ac- 
cording to  the  clerks  of  the  peace 
and  crown  amounted,  in  1837  to 
27,340.  But  the  inspectors  gave 
no  more  than  14,804.  Here  was 
a  difference  of  12,924  cases.  Again, 
for  1836,  the  inspectors  had  re- 
turned no  more  than  23,241  pri- 
soners, whereas  the  report  of  the 
clerks  of  the  crown  and  peace  ex- 
hibited 30,360  committals.  Upon 
whatever  principles  such  returns 
were  made,  it  was  impossible  to 
rely  upon  them ;  but  even  if  they 
were  accurate,  the  evil  remained 
unredressed,  for  the  number  of 
committals  bore  but  a  small  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  offences 
and  of  offenders.  The  member  for 
Bandon  had  indeed  obtained  a  re- 
turn of  offences  committed  in  1836 
and  1837,  but  this  report  in  point 
of  fact  went  over  no  more  than 
eighteen  months  of  those  years,  and 
left  out  of  calculation  Dublin  and 
other  large  places  which  were  not 
under  the  superintendence  of  the 
constabulary  to  whom  the  returns 
had  been  made.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  this  report  gave  only 
the  number  of  offences,  which  was 
far  fewer  than  that  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  them.  In  a  return 
presented  by  colonel  Vomer  of  the 
persons  committed  to  the  gaol  of 
Tipperary  with  specification  of  their 
offences,  it  was  found,  that  while 
sixty-three  persons  had  been  com- 
mitted for  murder  and  homicide, 
only  sixteen  cases  of  those  crimes 
had  been  reported. 

These  documents  Mr.  Shaw  fur- 
ther contended  were  illusory  as  well 
as  inaccurate.  In  April  1837,  lord 
John  Russell  had  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  offences  in  the  five  months 
commencing  September  1836,  with 
the  apparent  design  of  comparing 
them  with  the  number  presented 
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by  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
preceding  year.  At  the  foot  of 
each  page  the  contrast  was  drawn^ 
and  a  very  remarkable  diminution, 
from  1773  to  739  cases  appeared  on 
the  face  of  the  exposition.  But  the 
cause  of  this  apparent  result  was 
to  be  detected  in  a  note,  dated 
January  3,  1836,  appended  to  the 
return  by  the  inspector-general,  and 
of  which  the  house  had  never  been 
made  aware.  It  was  here  explain^ 
ed,  that  ''the  mode  of  reporting 
then  first  adopted  would  exclude 
from  the  return  many  trifling  cases 
of  larcenies  and  common  assaults." 
It  followed,  therefore,  that  the  ap- 
parent diminution  was  owing  to 
the  omission  of  minor  offences  in 
the  later  enumerations,  and  every 
calculation  laid  before  parliament 
bad  been  vitiated  by  this  extraor- 
dinary delusion. 

On  a  comparison  of  the  number 
of  outrages  during  eighteen  months, 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  found  the 
aggregate  of  agrarian  outrages 
throughout  the  kst  six  months  of 
1836  to  be  843,  During  the  iirst 
six  months  of  1837  it  was  904. 
The  third  period  cave  1086.  Was 
this,  he  asked,  a  diminution  ?  Was 
it  not  rather  a  most  alarming  in- 
crease ? 

In  the  course  of  1836  and  1837, 
519  offers  of  rewards  for  the  de- 
tection of  murders  were  published ; 
only  19  of  these  were  claimed. 
The  sums  offered  amounted  to 
24,830/.  J  no  more  than  1,050/. 
was  applied  for. 

Although  he  was  in  possession 
of  no  peifcct  materials  for  1838, 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  but  too  well 
satisfied  from  private  sources  that 
no  important  diminution  had  taken 
place.  After  a  sad  enumeration  of 
atrocious  excesses  in  Tipperary  and 
Westmeath,  the  learned  gentleman 
went  on  to  the  detail  of  some 


striking  circumstances  connected 
with  the  removal  of  several  of  lord 
Lor  ton's  tenantry  in  Liongford. 
On  the  expiration  of  certain  leases 
on  part  of  the  estate  of  that  nolde- 
man,  it  was  found  that,  owing  to 
the  calamitous  system  of  subletting; 
the  land  had  become  quite  inade- 
quate to  the  support  of  itsmultiplied 
pauper  population,  who  Were  starv- 
ing each  other.  The  only  redress 
for  this  state  of  things  lay  in  making 
a  considerable  clearance  of  the 
miserable  people  who  had  en* 
croached  upon  the  soil,  in  order  to 
enlarge  the  holdings  and  introduce 
men  of  capital  and  intelligence. 
This  was  effected.  A  selection  was 
made  by  the  agent  of  some  of  thoss 
who  bade  fair  to  become  good  and 
solvent  tenants,  and  the  remainder 
had  orders  to  migrate,  under  the 
promise  of  receiving  a  sufficient  son 
tt>  pay  their  passage  to  America  or 
any  other  country  which  they  mig^ 
desire  to  remove  to.  Several  new 
tenants  of  high  character,  add  aD 
protestants,  were  placed  upon  the 
several  townlands.  Mr.  Shaw  re* 
lated  the  melancholy  particulan  of 
their  sufferings;  but  we  must  be 
content  with  stating  that  out  of 
eight  persons  of  this  deseiifytioii, 
two,  besides  other  persecution^  had 
their  cattle  driven  and  killed,  two 
were  assaulted  and  left  foqr  dead, 
and  the  remaining  four  were  eitlwr 
fi^ot  or  butchered  under  circtmi* 
stances  even  more  tragicaL  Bol^ 
continued  the  right  hon*  mat 
learned  gentleman,  if  anytluag 
were  wanting  to  confirm  the  en* 
dence  for  a  conspiracy  against  p«D» 
perty  and  due  exercise  of  judgment^ 
let  them  turn  to  the  atrocious  mav« 
der  which  had  been  perpetrated  ia 
broad  daylight-^upon  his  own  do» 
main — within  sight  of  his  home— 
of  the  earl  of  Norbury»  a  noUeauu 
so  avowedly  useful  and  beneficeiK 
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that  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  of 
Tullamore  had  pronounced^  in  a 
puhlic  meeting,  an  unqualified  tes- 
timony to  his  good  qualities  hoth  as 
a  man  and  a  landloro.  Mr.  Garrer, 
the  agent  of  the  deceased  lord,  had 
received  from  a  poor  man  a  copy  of 
the  speech  made  hy  Emett  on  his 
trial  before  lord  Norbury,  the  father 
of  the  late  nobleman.  This  was 
printed  in  Paris,  1835,  and  had 
been  in  circulation  previous  to  the 
murder.  In  consequence  of  con* 
stant  menaces,  Mr.  Garrey  himself 
bad  been  compelled  to  leave  the 
country.  Mr.  Shaw  contended  that 
a2I  this  went  to  substantiate  the 
existence  of  a  general  confederacy. 
The  fact,  he  was  aware,  had  been 
denied  ;  but  he  was  forced  to  be- 
lieve, with  most  of  the  land.agents 
of  Ireland,  that  the  formidable  con- 
federations which  had  been  main- 
tained during  the  last  century, 
under  the  various  names  of  White- 
feet,  Rockites,  Terryalts,  still  con- 
tinued to  exists  and  in  fact  were 
never  in  more  active  operation  than 
at  the  present  moment.  In  support 
of  this  assertion,  Mr*  Shaw  pro- 
ceeded to  read  part  of  a  deposition 
made  on  the  9th  of  February,  1839, 
by  a  number  of  the  riband  society. 
This  body  consisted  of  county  and 
parish  delegates,  a  treasurer,  body- 
master,  committee-men »  and  com- 
mon members.  The  county  dele- 
gates met  quarterly  in  large  towns 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  signs 
and  pass^words.  At  parish  meet« 
ings  members  were  admitted  and 
sworn.  The  person  so  introduced 
was  bound  by  oath  to  keep  secret 
whatever  he  might  see  or  hear,  to 
be  true  and  loyal  to  each  brother^ 
to  fight  for  him  to  the  death,  and 
to  hold  himself  ready  on  dl  occa* 
sions  torise  in  defence  of  bis  reltglim. 
At  these  meetings  also  the  com** 
mittee  gave  orders  fcnr  the  carding 


or  maltreating  of  any  person  who 
had  become  obnoxious  by  his  vote  or 
evidence,  or  by  occupying  the  land 
of  an  ejected  member.  People  of 
a  different  district  were  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  while  a  person 
belonging  to  the  neighbourhood 
was  assigned  to  pmnt  out  the 
victim.  The  pass-warrant  was 
written  with  contractions,  and  the 
pass- words  changed  every  quarter. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  pass-warrant  of  this 
society.  There  had  been  a  denial 
of  the  contents  of  any  such  docu- 
ment. But  what  he  asked  for 
might  be  safely  given — papers  with- 
out names  or  places.  By  blinking 
the  question  they  would  never  reach 
the  root  of  Che  eviL  He  would 
show  that  the  outrages  continued 
under  the  practical  encouragement 
of  the  government.  It  was  for 
ministers  to  prove  that  it  was  not 
so.  Yes,  said  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  member,  they  have  en- 
couraged agitation,  and  are  now 
reaping  its  inevitable  fruits.  They 
have  shaken,  by  the  wholesale  ex- 
ercise of  mercy,  the  foundations  of 
justice;  they  have  slighted  the 
judges,  they  have  insulted  the  ma- 
gistracy, and  when  the  resident 
gentry  were  struggling,  amidst  the 
most  trying  circumstances,  for  the 
preservation  of  their  lives  and  pro- 
perty, they  made  choice  of  that 
most  infelicitous  moment  to  in- 
sinuate that  their  duties  as  land, 
lords  had  been  neglected.  They 
have  selected  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Precursor  society  the  legal  adviser 
of  the  crown,  and  have  made  lord- 
lieutenant  a  nobleman  who  had 
avowed  his  interest  in  the  war 
which  was  going  on  against  the 
church  in  Ireland. 

"  It  is  with  sorrow,"  said  Mr# 
Shaw  in  conclusion,  "  that  I  have 
bom  testimony  against  my  own 
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country.  All  our  interests  are  iden- 
tified. I  must  suffer  with  her  ad- 
versity, and  can  only  prosper  when 
she  is  prosperous.  In  common  with 
all  the  allegiant  subjects  of  Ireland, 
I  implore  you  to  consider  the  sufFer- 
ings,  the  shame,  and  the  sorrow  of 
a  sister  people,  before  that  unhappy 
land  cease  to  be  habitable,  and  be 
blotted  out  from  among  the  civi- 
lized nations  of  the  earth." 

Mr.  Shaw  was  succeeded  by  lord 
Morpeth,  who  said  he  could  not  but 
express  his  satisfaction  at  the  course 
the  learned  gentleman  had  taken. 
Instead  of  appealing  to  parliament 
for  a  distinct  verdict  of  censure 
upon  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  had  concluded  this  long 
tirade  by  a  simple  motion  for  papers. 
There  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
issue  of  any  information  respecting 
lord  Normanby's  administration  ; 
and  he  might,  perhaps,  move  for 
returns  applicable  to  a  period  be- 
yond the  last  four  years,  in  the 
confidence  that  the  late  lord-lieu- 
tenant would  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  comparison. 

Lord  Morpeth  observed  that 
Mr.  Shaw's  argument  diverged  into 
two  main  branches.  The  first  was 
the  present  state  of  Ireland ;  the 
second,  the  conduct  of  the  adminis- 
tration with  reference  to  that  sub- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  former, 
he  did  not;  stand  there  to  palliate  or 
deny  most  of  the  facts  adduced ; 
those  deplorable  assertions  were  but 
too  well  founded,  and,  unhappily, 
by  no  means  new.  If  the  substi- 
tution of  other  measures  or  of  other 
men  would  give  but  an  hour  of 
relief  to  that  unfortunate  country, 
he  need  not  say  how  welcome  would 
be  the  fiat  that  should  take  his 
burthen  from  him.  But  it  could 
not  be  shown  that  more  acts  of 
insubordinate  violence  had  occurred 
vnder  the  present  government  thau 


had  taken  place  within  any  simi- 
larly selected  interval  of  the  last 
sixty  years.  Throughout  that  lapse 
of  time,  like  outrages,  from  identical 
causes,  engendered  in  the  same 
state  of  society,  had  presented  them- 
selves with  an  aspect  similar  to 
those  which  were  now  com- 
mented on. 

The  first  Whiteboy  outrages 
arose,  in  1761,  from  the  inclosure 
of  waste  lands.  '*  Cruelties  for 
which  there  hardly  existed  a  paral- 
lel (to  use  the  words  of  a  contem- 
porary) were  met  by  enactments 
better  suited  for  the  meridian  of 
Barbary."  Lord  Clare,  in  1786, 
complained  that  they  prevented  the 
payment  of  rent  and  the  disposal 
of  the  ground,  except  acconling 
to  their  own  pleasure.  "Judges 
could  not  travel,"  said  chief-justice 
Downes,  in  1806,  **  without  a  mili- 
tary escort."  According  to  the 
statement  of  lord  Guillamore,  on 
the  occasion  of  another  commission 
in  1811,  "The  avowed  object  of 
these  societies  was  to  prevent  the 
transfer  of  property,  give  a  maxi- 
mum of  rent,  prescribe  the  price  of 
land,  and  keep  it  unlet  until  these 
violent  measures  were  complied 
with;  and  to  enforce  them  with 
persecution,  torture,  or  murder." 
Sir  Robert  Peel  had  made  similar 
declarations  in  1814;  and  on  the 
report  of  another  commission  in 
1815.  The  only  remedies  which  it 
was  then  in  the  power  of  the  hoo. 
baronet  to  indicate  were—*'  Time, 
the  operation  of  a  kind  and  paternal 
government,  and  the  extension  of 
education." 

Lord  Morpeth  then  read  a  state- 
ment made  by  sir  Robert  Peel  in 
1829,  which  shewed  that  from  the 
period  of  the  union,  when  the  re- 
tirement of  Mr.  Pitt  from  oflSce 
brought  into  greater  prominence 
the  differences  of  public  men  in 
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regard  to  the  catholic  question, 
Ireland  had  scarcely  been  governed 
for  one  single  year  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  law. 

They  might  perhaps^  he  said^  be 
met  by  the  remark  that  although 
the  country  had  been  during  all 
these  years  in  a  most  distracted 
condition^  it  had  been  the  practice 
of  former  administrations  to  apply 
from  time  to  time  for  fresh  powers 
and  enactments.  But  all  these 
provisions  had  occasionally  ceased^ 
and  the  noble  lord  referred  to  the 
conduct  of  the  duke  of  Northum- 
berland in  1829  and  1830,  who 
declared,  in  the  face  of  the  nu* 
merous  outrages  daily  committed, 
and  the  applications  of  the  magis* 
trates  for  the  insurrection  act,  that 
nothing  but  the  proved  failure  of 
the  conjoint  exertions  of  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  under  the 
existing  law  would  justify  his  re* 
commendation  of  that  measure. 

The  introduction  of  the  coercion 
biU  and  the  forcible  exposition  of 
lord  Stanley  on  the  state  of  the 
country  in  justification  of  that  mea- 
sure were  sufficient  to  characterize 
the  remaining  interval  before  the 
accession  of  lord  Normanby.  Lord 
Morpeth  said,  however,  he  would 
offer  one  more  statement.  It  had 
been  alleged  that  the  clergy  were 
more  esjiecial  objects  of  intimidation 
under  the  present  government. 
How  stood  the  fact  ?  From  April, 
1829,  to  May,  1830,  no  less  than 
twelve  outrages  on  clergymen  had 
taken  place,  while  only  two  such 
excesses  were  on  record  during  the 
four  years  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration. 

With  respect  to  the  lamented 
death  of  lord  Norbury,  the  noble 
secretary  stated  that  the  government 
were  not  in  possession  of  any  clue 
for  the  discovery  of  the  assassins. 
Mr.  Shaw  had  strongly  insisted  that 


that  crime  would  be  found  to  be 
connected  with  political  exaspe- 
ration ;  but  it  so  happened  that  no 
political  agitation  of  any  sort  had 
prevailed  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  that  dreadful  murder  was 
committed. 

Before  he  approached  the  actual 
statistics  of  crime  in  Ireland,  lord 
Morpeth  premised  that  it  was  far 
more  to  the  credit  of  any  govern- 
ment, under  such  circumstances,  to 
exhibit  a  formidable  array  of  pro- 
secutions, than  a  calendar  lightened 
by  its  remissness  or  negleet;  and 
he  would  further  say  that  it  was  no 
wholesome  state  of  things,  when 
any  party  had  been  brought  insen. 
sibly  to  conceive  that  they  had  an 
interest  in  magnifying  the  amount 
of  crimes  at  a  particular  period, 
since  there  was  a  danger  that  such 
persons  would  never  display  the 
same  energy  in  the  counteraction 
of  what  they  had  long  contended 
to  be  the  actual  condition  of  things. 

The  following  explanation  was 
offered  by  lord  Morpeth  of  the  dis« 
crepancies  noticed  by  Mr.  Shaw 
between  the  two  sets  of  returns. 
It  seemed  that  by  the  "Prisons' 
Act,"  the  clerks  of  the  peace  and  of 
the  crown  were  bound  to  deliver 
to  the  inspectors  of  the  gaols  a 
schedule  of  the  persons  brought  to 
trial  at  the  assizes  and  quarter- 
sessions.  The  inspectors  of  the  se- 
veral counties  made  a  general  state, 
ment  out  of  these  documents  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  But  as  the  clerks 
would  not  always  make  the  returns 
with  regularity,  the  deficiencies 
were  supplied  by  the  inspectors  out 
ofthe  gaol  books.  Moreover,  while 
the  returns  were  restricted  by  law 
to  persons  brought  to  trial,  it  was 
the  uniform  practice  with  some  of 
them  to  place  in  their  lists  offenders 
who  did  not  come  under  this  desig- 
nation.    It  was  not  in  the  power 
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of  the  clerks  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  committals  ;  they  could  only 
report  the  number  of  persons  named 
in  the  several  bills  at  each  sessions; 
if,  therefore,  the  same  individual 
were  indicted  for  riot,  rescue,  and 
assault,  he  would  be  exhibited  in 
the  annual  returns  as  three.  These 
were  in  consequence  incorrect  with 
regard  to  persons.  The  prison  in- 
spectors had  the  means  of  correcting 
the  repetitions,  but  by  removing 
the  inaccuracy,  they  added  to  the 
disparity  of  the  two  computations. 
In  the  meantime  a  more  satisfactory 
method  was  in  preparation. 

In  1836,  the  whole  constabu. 
lary  force  was  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  central  office  in  Dublin. 
Far  more  authentic  returns  of 
offences  were  secured  by  this  new 
arrangement.  Under  the  former 
plan  no  reliance  could  be  placed 
upon  the  lists  of  common  or  petty 
assaults.  Some  of  the  chief  con- 
stables reported — others  made  no 
mention  of  them  in  their  monthly 
returns.  It  was,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  include  in  the  monthly 
memorials  only  those  occurrences 
of  which  special  reports  had  been 
made  to  the  inspector  general,  a 
practice  which  insured  the  fidelity 
of  these  periodical  statements. 
At  the  same  time,  with  the  view 
of  discovering  the  amount  of  of- 
fences of  a  less  serious  nature  than 
those  which  the  police  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  transmitting  as  they 
occurred,  a  form  of  return  was 
prepared  which  was  to  be  filled  up 
by  the  district  officers,  and  for- 
warded from  time  to  time  to  head 
quarters. 

The  new  system,  however,  did 
not  come  fully  into  play  until 
1837.  It  would,  therefore,  be  the 
fairer  course  to  confine  the  inquiry 
to  returns  made  since  that  date. 
The    report  of   the   constabulary 


.  made  it  clear  that  there  had  not 
been  an  aggregate  increase  of  out- 
rages. The  number  given  for  the 
six  months  from  July  to  December, 
1837,  was  3,473  ;  from  January 
to  June,  1838,  there  were  2,622  ; 
from  July  to  December  of  the  same 
year  it  was  2,356;  a  decrease' of 
1,117  in  18  months.  There  was 
at  the  same  time,  no  doubt,  a  great 
augmentation  in  the  returns  made 
of  convictions  by  the  clerks  of  the 
peace  and  crown,  and  the  prison 
inspectors,  because  they  included 
those  minor  offences  which  were 
not  reported  by  the  district  consta- 
bulary officers  to  the  central  board 
in  Dublin.  Of  convictions  for 
these  minor  offences,  the  same 
1 8  months  of  the  above  cited  years 
respectively  exhibited  74,336, 
74,539,  86,015  -,  there  was  a  rise 
of  11,679;  and  it  was  a  matter 
of  congratulation,  for  it  was  owing 
to  the  superior  vigilance  and  acti- 
vity of  the  constabulary.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  committals  for 
forcible  possession  had  fallen  in 
the  same  lapse  of  time  from  1,600 
to  930. 

The  article  of  homicide  gave 
little  diminution  upon  an  average 
for  the  last  four  years,  but  lord 
Morpeth  establish^  upon  the  re- 
ports of  the  other  graver  offences 
a  gradual  but  constant  decline  from 
1834  to  1838— a  dear  proof,  he 
maintained,  of  the  activity  of  the 
local  authorities. 

The  number  of  committals  in 
1825  was  15,515,  in  1838  25,443. 
Not  only  had  the  committals  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  offences,  but  the  amount  of 
convictions  had  been  augmented 
in  comparison  with  that  of  com- 
mittals. In  1825  the  convictions 
were  8,571,  they  had  risen  in 
1838  to  19,329.  In  the  former 
case  they  were  in  the  ratio  of  one 
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half,  in  the  latter  of  four-fifths.. 
This  was  ahout  the  same  with  the 
ratio  in  England,  where  the  con. 
victions  were  71  per  cent,  of  the 
proportion  of  committals. 

A  further  return  had  been  pub- 
lished by  the  inspector-general  of 
prisons  of  persons  committed  and 
convicted  of  grave  offences  from 
1832ito  1838  inclusively.  In 
1832  the  number  committed  for 
murder  and  manslaughter  was 
620,  convicted  168.  Whereas,  in 
1838,  the  convictions  were  199  out 
of  no  more  than  424  committals 
— the  same  proportion  obtained, 
if  the  return  of  all  the  committals 
afiecting  human  life,  including 
those  above  mentioned,  were  taken 
in.  There  occurred  in  1832, 
committals  772,  convictions  203 ; 
in  1838,  committals  575,  convic- 
tions 279. 

The  progressive  increase  of 
committals  upon  minor  charges 
which  had  taken  place  of  late  years, 
was  attributed  by  the  best  authori- 
ties to  the  establishment  of  petty 
sessions,  the  prevention  of  the 
compromise  of  crime,  and  the  more 
effectual  pursuit  of  inconsiderable 
offenders. 

So  little,  contended  lord  Morpeth, 
vfas  the  foundation  for  the  opinion 
that  criminal  actions  were  on  the 
increase  in  Ireland.  The  charge 
which  had  been  brought  against 
the  present  government  of  foment- 
ing its  evils  by  the  encouragement 
of  agitation,  he  affirmed  was 
equally  inadmissible.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Drummond  had  given  great 
offence  by  asserting  on  a  late 
occasion,  that  '*  property  had  its 
duties  as  well  as  its  rights.'*  It 
was  said  that  the  effect  of  this 
expression  was  to  raise  a  hope  of 
impunity  for  crime — but,  unfortu- 
nately, at  the  very  moment  of 
utterance,  the  government  was  in 


possession  of  a  clue  for  the  disco- 
very of  the  murderers  in  question 
who  had  since  been  tried  and  exe- 
cuted. But  could  it  otherwise 
be  supposed  that  those  reckless 
persons,  who  were  ready,  as  had 
been  proved,  on  the  sliglitest 
prompting  of  any  man  with  whom 
they  might  be  connected,  either 
by  formal  engagement,  or  mere 
identity  of  situation,  to  undertake 
the  execution  of  the  most  deadly 
crime— brood  over  their  purpose 
for  weeks  and  months  with  unceas- 
ing vigilance,  and  at  last  accom- 
plish, with  calculated  accuracy,  a 
deliberate  murder — could  such  a 
brotherhood,  lord  Morpeth  asked, 
be  influenced  by  a  common  truism 
from  the  desk  of  a  government 
officer  ?  And  was  it,  after  all,  he 
continued,  so  very  reprehensible 
in  Mr.  Drummond  in  reply  to  a 
long  memorial  on  the  causes  of 
crime  from  the  magistrates  of 
Tipperary,  to  indicate  to  those  who 
were  alone  capable  of  effectual 
admonition  —  the  quarter  from 
which  all  dangers  mainly  ema- 
nated, with  a  caution  against  in- 
creasing by  any  fresh  irritation, 
the  existing  evil  ? 

Lord  Morpeth  proceeded  to  read 
a  return  of  the  gross  amount  of 
ejectments  in  certain  counties 
from  the  year  1833  to  1838  inclu- 
sive. In  Tipperary,  during  these 
six  years,  there  had  been  882 ;  in 
Carlow  191  ;  in  Longford  172, 
besides  330  from  the  quarter  sessions 
court;  in  Queen's  County  213  ;  in 
King's  County  152  ;  in  Sligo  180  ; 
in  Westmeath  200.  There  were, 
upon  an  average  four  families  un- 
der each  ejectment,  and  five  indi- 
viduals in  a  family.  About 
twenty  persons,  therefore,  were 
turned  out  in  each  case  of  eject- 
ment. These  returns  might  not 
prove    much.     But  he    possessed 
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many  documents  referring  to  indi- 
vidual cases  —  memorials  stating 
facts  which  were  calculated  to  cre- 
ate no  very  pleasant  feelings  in  the 
house  or  in  the  public.  He  would 
not  read  them^  but  be  content  with 
observing  that  government  would 
fail  in  its  duty  were  it  to  confine 
the  voice  of  warning  to  one  side 
only. 

Many  of  these  excesses^  complain- 
ed of,  continued  lord  Morpeth^ 
were  stimulated  by  a  feelings  whe- 
ther just  or  not,  of  personal  op- 
pression^ and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  poorer  classes  were 
influenced  in  favour  of  the  trans- 
gressors by  the  apprehension  of 
being  thenselves  placed  in  a  simi« 
lar  position.  Local  circumstances 
were  the  immediate  causes  of 
these  disorders,  but  their  remoter 
origin^  lay  in  the  radically  vicious 
structure  of  society  which  had 
arisen  out  of  events  in  Irish  history. 
No  sudden  change  of  men  or  mea- 
sures could  reach  this  deep-seated 
malady.  In  the  language  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  the  whiteboy  disposition, 
sprang  from  the  peculiar  state  of 
the  peasantry  which  makes  the 
possession  of  land  a  necessary  of 
life.  So  long  as  the  same  causes 
remained  in  operation,  there  was  no 
hope  of  suppressing  these  disturb- 
ances by  the  fear  of  punishment. 
All  species  of  legal  severity  compati- 
ble with  our  form  of  government^ 
and  state  of  civilization  has  been 
tried  and  has  failed.  **  Poenarum 
exhaustum  satis  est. "  Upon 
men  who  have  nothing  to  hope  in 
their  actual  state,  and  little  to  fear 
from  the  consequences  of  crime,  it 
is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  work  with 
the  ordinary  engines  of  govern- 
ment. When  the  heart  is  past 
hope,  said  the  proverb,  the  face  is 
past  shame. 

Hon.  gentlemen,  said  the  noble 


lord  in  continuation,  might  ques- 
tion the  policy  of  ministers,  they 
might  libel  their  motives — ^it  mat- 
tered not — but  this  he  would  take 
leave  to  say,  that  they  would  never 
withdraw  the  opinion  deliberately 
given,  that  property  had  its  duties 
no  less  than  its  rights,  or  cease  to 
urge,  with  even  more  deliberate 
warning,  upon  friends  or  opponents 
—-all  without  exception  —  that 
there  were  proceedings,  which, 
while  Ireland  continued  what  it 
long  has  been — and  long  he  feared 
must  be— would  generate  resist- 
ance. "  The  flesU  will  quiver 
where  the  pincers  tear." 

So  much  in  the  way  of  remon- 
strance and  entreaty.  The  course 
of  government  in  Uie  meanwhile, 
subjoined  the  noble  secretary, 
would  remain  the  same ;  the  law 
could  recognize  no  distinction  be- 
tween provocation,  and  non-pro- 
vocation. As  they  had  done^  so 
they  would  continue  to  guard  with 
equal  vigilance,  and  to  avenge  with 
impartial  severity  the  wanton 
oppressor  of  his  tenants,  and  the 
man  who  otily  lived  for  bene- 
volent purposes,  and  was  followed 
to  his  grave,  like  the  lamented 
lord  Norbury,  with  the  tears 
and  regret  of  his  neighbourhood. 

The  course  of  the  ordinary  tri- 
bunals, lord  Morpeth  wenton*to 
observe,  had  been  so  far  satisfac- 
tory, but  there  was  no  indisposition 
on  the  part  of  the  government  to 
amend  the  existing  laws  ^where 
they  were  found  to  be  ineffective. 
The  more  effectual  search  for 
unregistered  weapons,  and  the  re- 
covery of  even  registered  arms  in 
the  hands  of  improper  persons  had 
already  been  made  a  matter  of 
deliberation.  A  plan  was  also 
under  consideration  for  removing 
the  assessment  for  additional  con- 
stabulary force  in  cases  of  local 
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disorder,  from  the  county  at  large^ 
to  the  insuhordinate  district.  It 
was^  moreover y  the  full  intention 
of  government  to  enforce  the  ordi- 
nary powers  of  the  law — upon  ade- 
quate occasions  to  have  recourse  to 
its  extraordinary  resources— or,  in 
the  event  of  their  failure,  to  apply 
for  fresh  provisions.  But,  after 
all^  said  the  nohle  lord,  in  conclu- 
sion, it  was  to  far  other  agency, 
that  parliament  must,  and  he 
trusted  would,  he  disposed  to  re- 
sort for  any  radical  alteration  in 
the  worst  tendencies  of  the  people. 
Without  risking  a  conflict  upon 
the  new  poor-law  bill  or  any  ana- 
logous  measure,  he  could  not  con- 
clude without  the  declaration  of 
his  own  deep  conviction  that  it 
was  by  operating  in  the  first  in- 
stance upon  the  outward  circum- 
stances of  the  people  that  they 
could  afterwards  cope  with  their 
moral  condition :  by  creating  new 
links  between  the  employer  and 
the  employed— by  planting  new 
hopes  and  new  habits  in  their 
bosoms— deepening  the  channels 
of  industry  and  developing  all  na- 
tural resources  — by  these  means 
alone  could  they  effectually  obtain 
the  great  ends  of  civil  government 
and  social  order. 

The  length  at  which  we  have 
given  the  speech  of  the  noble  sec- 
retary for  Ireland  on  this  occasion, 
will,  perhaps,  appear  disproportion- 
ate;, but  we  have  been  thus  pro- 
fuse in  our  extract,  in  the  belief, 
that  we  could  not  convey  to  the 
reader  a  clearer  statement  of  the 
views  entertained  by  ministers,  or 
of  the  facts  and  reasonings  by 
which  they  are  supported,  than  that 
which  has  thus  been  laid  before  him. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  followed  lord 
Morpeth,  and  endeavoured  to 
show,  from  a  long  enumeration  of 
cases,  that  crime  had  been  gaining 
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ground  under  the  system  of  agita- 
tion  connived  at  by  the  present 
goveniment.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man said,  he  was  at  a  loss  for  the 
reason  why  the  title  '*  ribbandism" 
had  been  omitted  from  the  police 
returns  since  1834,  when  the  ex- 
istence of  that  conspiracy  was  a 
notorious  fact,  and  admitted  by 
lord  Morpeth. 

The  method  of  aggression 
adopted  by  Mr.  Colquhoun,  was 
deprecated  by  the  solicitor-general 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  any  official  person  to 
deal,  upon  the  moment,  with  a 
number  of  cases  from  a  file  of  do- 
cuments framed  upon  unauthenti- 
cated  evidence,  and  founded  upon 
uncertain  information  ;  but  when 
the  hon.  gentleman  chose  to  ground 
his  statements— -to  base  his  calcu- 
lations upon  data  whose  accuracy 
was  admitted  by  the  parties  he  in- 
tended to  impeach,  Mr.  Pigot 
would  know  how  to  meet  him. 

Mr.  Villiers  Stuart  submitted 
the  expediency  of  introducing 
some  alteration  in  the  law  of  eject- 
ment in  Ireland.  There  existed, 
he  said,  in  that  country,  a  class  of 
people  not  to  be  found  in  England, 
he  meant  the  middle  men.  As  it 
was,  the  ejection  of  one  of  these 
persons,  who  might  be  a  very  bad 
tenant,  had  perhaps  the  practical 
effect  of  turning  out  a  hundred 
under  tenants,  who  had,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  paid  their  rents 
and  fulfilled  their  contracts  to  their 
own  immediate  landlord,  the  mid- 
dle man  ;  and  he  asked  whether 
there  were  no  means  of  recovering 
the  land  from  the  middleman 
without  the  necessity  of  expelling 
the  poor  under-tenants  } 

The  speeches  of  colonel  Conolly, 
Mr.  Emerson  Tennent,  and  Mr. 
Litton  were  directed  to  the  sub- 
stantiation of   the    same    serious 
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charge  against  the  Irish  adminis- 
tration which  had  heen  made  by 
the  speakers  who  had  preceded 
them  on  the  same  side  of  the  house. 
The  debate  presented  little  variety 
or  interest  after  lord  Morpeth's 
reply^  unless  we  should  except  an 
intemperate  but  somewhat  charac- 
teristic sally  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Dublin  in  a  speech  not  other- 
wise distinguished  for  argument, 
which  caused  some  excitement  in 
the  house. 

'*  Speeches,"  said  Mr.  O'Connell, 
'*  had  been  made  by  four  gentle- 
men, natives  of  Ireland^  who^  it 
would  appear,  came  there  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  vilifying  their  na- 
tive land — [loud  cries  of  'Oh I' 
from  the  OppositiotQ — yes,  of  vili- 
fying their  native  land,  and  en- 
deavouring to  prove  that  it  was 
the  worst  and  most  criminal  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  earth.-— 
[_Coniinued  cries  of  'Oh!*  from 
the  Opposition,']  Yes,  you  came 
here  to  calumniate  the  country 
that  gave  you  birth. — ['  Oh,  oh  I'] 
It  is  said  that  there  are  some 
soils  which  produce  enormous  and 
crawling  creatures — things  odious 
and  disgustful — Vloud  and  con^ 
tinned  cheenng  from  the  Opposi^ 
tion'2 — yes,  you  who  cheer,  there 
you  are — can  you  deny  it — are  you 
not  calumniators? — ['Oh,  oh!'] 
Oh  !  you  hiss,  but  you  cannot  sting. 
— [^Laughterr]  I  rejoice  in  my 
native  land — 1  rejoice  that  I  was 
born  in  it — I  rejoice  that  I  belong 
to  it;  your  calumnies  cannot 
diminish  my  regard  for  it  3  your 
malevolence  cannot  blacken  it  in 
my  esteem;  and  although  your 
vices  and  crimes  have  driven  its 
people  to  outrage  and  murder — 
— l^loud  cries  of  '  Order  !*2 — yes, 
I  say  your  vices  and  crimes — 
Series  of  *  diair  !"  The  Speaker 
inierfered^-^weU,  then,  the  crimes 


of  men  like  you  have  produced 
these  results."— QCrie*  of  *  Oh, 
oh!*  from  the  Opposition*'^  Mr. 
O'Connell  went  on  to  insist,  that 
it  was  the  fashion  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  to  give  only 
vague  and  indefinite  motions,  in 
order  that  their  antagonists  might 
be  taken  at  a  disadvantage.  They 
placed  upon  the  Notioe.book  a 
vague  and  general  motion,  they 
then  came  down  mth  a  catalogue 
of  details  and  a  list  of  dates,  giving 
to  the  whole  an  appearance  of  ex- 
actness and  truth ;  and  then,  when 
the  government,  unprepared  to  go 
into  these  details,  replied  only  in 
general  terms,  they  went  away 
and  complained  that  they  were  not 
met.  This  was  a  trick,  a  party 
trick,  to  prejudice  England  in  fa- 
vour of  that  faction  which  had  so 
long  oppressed  and  trampled  upon 
Ireknd— a  faction  made  up  of  foul 
and  malignant  murderers — stained 
by  blood,  and  dishonoured  by  the 
breach  of  treaties — for  three  hun- 
dred years  making  religion  the  pre- 
text for  their  crimes,  and  now 
again  enlisting  the  sacred  name  of 
religion  against  right  and  justice. 
— [Cries  of  'Oh!'  and  cheers.] 
Much  was  said  of  Irish  offences, 
but  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  asked  were 
there  not  more  and  worse  crimes 
committed  in  England?  Four- 
teen murders  had  occurred  in  Ire- 
land since  the  16th  of  Noyember—* 
England  since  that  period  pre- 
sented twenty-five ;  yet  no  Eng- 
lish member  had  arisen  to  exclaim, 
"  What  an  abominable  country  is 
mine!  what  shocking  people  are 
the  people  of  England!''  Let 
them  add  two  cases  of  supposed 
murder,  thirteen  of  personal  vio- 
lence, and  not  less  than  twenty 
incendiary  fires — one  of  which,  by 
the  by,  was  at  Sliaw,  in  Berkshire. 
— -[Lattg/j/er.]     A  calculation  he 
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had  made  of  crimes  which  had 
been  visited  with  more  than  six 
months  imprisonment,  gave  to 
Great  Britain  6,259,  but  to  Ire* 
land  only  2,577,  of  such  ofiences. 
Mr.  0*Connell,  in  conclusion, 
moved  that  after  the  word  "  Ire- 
hmd,"  there  be  added  the  words, 
*'  also  similar  returns  for  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland." 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jackson,  who  was 
the  latest  speaker  on  this  night, 
maintained  at  some  length,  that  by 
almost  every  single  exercise  of 
patronage,  and  more  especially  by 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Ebring- 
ton  to  the  vice-royalty,  the  govern- 
ment had  favoured,  for  its  own 
ends,  the  cause  of  agitation. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned. 
It  was  resumed  on  Monday  the 
1 1th  of  March  by  Mr.  Lefroy,  who 
entered  into  an  apparently  success* 
ful  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
lord  Lorton  in  the  removal  of  his 
tenants,  which  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  some  severe  strictures  in  the 
speech  of  Mr.  O'Connell. 

Mr.  French  next  addressed  the 
house.  He  said  he  did  not  attri- 
bute the  excesses  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  to  any  natural  ferocity. 
They  were  a  people  distinguished 
b)*^  nature  for  patient  endurance, 
and  many  social  virtues.  The 
cause,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  be 
sought  in  reckless  habits  contracted 
by  the  pressure  of  intolerable 
destitution.  Mr.  French  men- 
tioned as  an  undoubted  fact,  that 
during  the  last  fifty  years  the 
rental  of  Ireland  had  more  than 
trebled,  while  the  poverty  of  the 
cultivator  had  increased ;  and  con- 
trasted the  statements  of  the  poor- 
law  commissioners  with  those  of 
Arthur  Young  in  1776,  to  shew 
that  the  condition  of  the  people 
had  considerably  deteriorated — a 
fact  which  was  confirmed  by  the 


more  frequent  occurrence  of  fever 
and  famine  among  them.  It  was 
by  no  means  certain,  that  the  Eng- 
lish labourer  would  have  borne 
without  greater  resistance  half 
their  privations.  In  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  when  the  English  pea- 
sants were  in  the  same  state  of 
transition  in  which  the  Irish  now 
found  themselves,  they  were  guilty 
of  far  greater  excesses.  A  paper 
in  Strype's  Annals,  written  by  a 
magistrate  of  Somersetshire,  states 
that  in  one  year,  1596,  in  that 
single  county,  forty  persons  had 
heen  executed  for  felony,  thirty- 
five  burnt  in  the  hand,  thirty-seven 
whipped,  and  183  discharged.  It 
appears  that,  notwithstanding  the 
great  number  of  the  indictments, 
not  one-fifth  were  brought  to 
trial.  Coul4  the  state  of  Ireland, 
bad  as  it  was,  be  compared  to  this  i 
Banded  societies  of  desperate  men, 
living  loose  on  the  country,  were 
restored  to  order  by  the  passing  of 
the  poor-law  bill  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  combined  with  a  large 
system  of  public  works,  after  the 
most  cruel  and  arbitrary  laws  had 
failed  to  effect  their  suppression. 
Similar  causes,  he  contended,  would 
have  the  same  effect  in  Ireland; 
and  they  would  have  to  thank  the 
present  government  for  this  con- 
summation. They  had  already 
passed  a  poor-law  bilL  Other 
great  practical  measures  were  in 
contemplation.  Nor  should  it  be 
forgotten  that  they  had  abandoned 
the  system  of  governing  for  a 
party,  and  had  directed  all  their 
endeavours  to  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  all  classes  of  the 
people. 

The  next  speaker  was  sir  Charles 
Styles,  who,  however,  had  not 
proceeded  far  in  his  address,  when 
the  house  was  counted  out,  and 
this  long  discussion,  which  had 
[E  2] 
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little  applicability  to  the  motion 
proposed^  finally  dropped. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  lord 
Roden  rose,  on  the  order  of  the 
day,  to  move  for  a  select  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
Ireland  since  1835,  with  respect  to 
the  commission  of  crime.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  mover  pre- 
sented the  same  catalogue  of  la« 
mentable  occurrences  which  seem 
to  lie  so  ready  to  hand  for  any  one 
who  desires  to  depict  the  calami- 
tous state  of  that  unhappy  coun- 
try, or  to  construct  a  charge  of 
misgovemment  against  the  exist- 
ing administration.  The  crimes 
and  misery  of  Ireland  are  un- 
fortunately no  matter  of  recent 
notoriety ;  but  it  is  perhaps  a  less 
easy  task  to  appreciate  the  relative 
intensity  or  remission  of  that 
miserable  condition  in  connexion 
with  the  measures  of  the  executive, 
amid  so  great  a  complexity  of 
statements  and  such  a  conflict  of 
assertion  on  the  one  hand,  and  de- 
nial on  the  other.  In  the  present 
debate,  which  was  conducted  in 
the  tone  and  almost  the  terms  of 
the  discussion  which  lord  Roden 
had  originated  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, the  noble  mover  adopted  the 
most  inculpatory  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  every  circumstance  in  his 
highly  wrought  delineation, — the 
deeply,  rooted  ribband  conspiracy 
— the  grievances  unredressed  of 
the  persecuted  protestants  of  Achill 
— the  general  insecurity  of  life 
and  property, — had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  either  created  by  the  con- 
duct of  lord  Normanby,  or  had 
acquired  an  aggravated  character 
under  his  unscrupulous  encourage- 
ment of  agitation  for  political  pur- 
poses. 

Few  will  doubt  that  the  expo- 
sition made  out  a  case  for  inquiry, 
if  there  indeed  remain  anything 


material  to  be  learned  upon  a 
subject  of  which  the  leading  facts 
have  been  but  too  long  within  the 
cognizance  of  all  men^  although 
they  may  not  be  of  opinion  that 
the  expedient  derived  any  aug- 
mented urgency  from  the  line  of 
policy  which  has  obtained  at  the 
castle ;  and  still  smaller,  we  should 
imagine,  would  be  the  number  of 
those  who  disputed  lord  Roden 's 
concluding  assertion  of  the  intimate 
union  of  the  interestsof  Ireland  with 
the  fortunes  of  the  empire  at  large. 

Lord  Roden  was  succeeded  by 
the  marquess  of  Normanby.  "I 
am  fully  aware,"  said  the  noble 
lord, ''  of  the  awful  responsibility 
which  would  lie  upon  my  head,  if 
these  charges  rested  upon  evidence 
at  all  commensurate  with  the 
vehemence  of  language  and  earn- 
estness of  manner  with  which  they 
have  been  brought  forward;  but 
they  rest  upon  no  such  foundation. 
I  am  ready,  with  natural  indigna- 
tion, to  prove,  now  on  the  floor  of 
this  house,  that  I  have  grappled 
with  crime  wherever  I  have  found 
it,  firmly  and  unremittingly,  and 
have  yielded  to  none  of  my  prede- 
cessors in  the  successful  vindication 
of  the  law;  and  I  will  further 
show,  that  the  present  state  of 
Ireland  is  not  unparalleled,  not 
merely  from  vague  letters  of  pri- 
vate persons,  but  from  the  charges 
of  the  judges  and  despatches  ot 
former  viceroys." 

After  mentioning  incidentally 
that  persons  were  now  awaiting 
trial  for  every  murder  that  had 
been  committed,  except  one,  and 
that  two  persons  were  now  under 
airest  on  suspicion  of  having  been 
concerned  in  the  assassination  pt 
lord  Norbury,  the  noble  mar- 
quess said  he  had  endeavoured, 
on  a  previous  occasion,  to  establish 
three  positions  c^first,  that  crime 
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was  lew  now  than  it  was  formerly, 
both  in  extent  and  in  atrocity ;  in 
the  second  place,  that  there  were 
more  committals  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  offences;  and, 
finally,  that  the  convictions  bore  a 
larger  proportion  to  the  number  of 
committals ;  and  if  he  could  now 
make  good  these  three  positions, 
there  would  remain  little  ground 
for  the  assertion  that  the  executive 
had  been  remiss  in  dealing  with 
crime  in  Ireland.  He  had.  then 
endeavoured  to  show,  by  comparing 
the  constabulary  returns  of  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year  1837,  of 
which  he  was  then  speaking,  with 
those  of  the  two  preceding,  that 
there  had  been  a  gradual  decrease 
of  offences  affecting  the  public 
peace,  and  the  security  of  life  and 
property.  He  would  now  con- 
tinue that  comparison,  by  quoting 
the  offences  committed  in  the 
remaining  months  of  1837,  in 
contrast  with  those  which  had  been 
returned  for  the  three  closing  months 
of  1838.  The  former  period  ex. 
hibited  1,254  cases;  the  latter,  only 
769.  His  lordship  then  went  on 
to  compare  together  the  returns  for 
the  last  five  years.  The  article  of 
homicide  gave  on  the  average  no 
diminution — it  was  greatest  in 
1834,  least  in  1837.  But  a  sen- 
sible fall  appeared  in  the  number 
of  all  the  other  offences  of  a  grave 
nature  ;  such  as  were  firing  at  the 
person,  burglary,  the  imposition  of 
illegal  oaths  and  faction  fights. 
Lord  Normanby  then  read  from  a 
summary  of  returns  made  by 
inspectors  of  prisons,  of  persons 
committed  and  convicted  between 
1832  and  1838,  the  part  relating 
to  offences  affecting  human  life. 
It  appeared  that  in  this  interval 
inclusively,  the  committals  had 
diminish^  from  772  to  575,  while 
the  convictions  bad  increased  from 


203  to  298.  In  England  and 
Wales,  the  committals  for  1837 
were  23,612,  the  convictions 
17,096.  The  proportion  of  sen 
tence  of  death  to  the  population  iii 
England  was  1  in  26,992.  In 
Ireland,  only  1  in  46,014.  Trans- 
portation for  life  in  the  former 
country,  was  1  in  18,258 ;  in  the 
latter,  1  in  30,460.  In  England, 
the  proportion  of  capital  offences 
to  the  total  convictions  was,  death, 
1  in  39.  In  Ireland,  1  in  62. 
The  total  for  transportation  in 
England,  was  1  in  4^ ;  in  Ireland, 
1  in  8^.  In  the  imprisonment 
cases  the  numbers  were  nearly 
equal.  The  proportion  of  convic- 
tions was  in  both  countries  about 
71  per  cent. 

Lord  Normanby  then  proceeded 
to  corroborate  his  counter  state- 
ment of  the  more  than  ordinary 
tranquillity  of  Ireland  under  his 
administration,  by  selecting  for 
illustration  two  recent  periods  of 
Irish  history — the  years  1818  and 
1822 ;  in  which  motions  somewhat 
similar,  though  not  of  a  culpatory 
character,  had  been  made  in  the 
house  of  lords — by  the  duke  of 
Bedford  in  the  former  case,  in  the 
latter  by  lord  Lansdowne,  under 
the  respective  vice-royalties  of  lord 
Whitworth  and  the  marquess  of 
Wellesley.  A  despatch  of  lord 
Whit  worth's  in  1816,  shewed  that, 
instead  of  four  in  five,  there  was 
not  at  that  time  one  conviction  out 
of  five  committals ;  and,  in  gene- 
ral, the  statements  of  both  these 
functionaries,  as  produced  by  the 
noble  marquis,  gave  evidence  of  a 
greater  prevalence  of  open  and 
undisguised  aggression  than  can  be 
gathered  from  the  surface  of  the 
returns  of  more  recent  years. 

Lord  Normanbv  next  went  on 
to  allege  another  testimony  to  the 
progressive   improvement  of  the 
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country.  This  was  afforded  by 
the  charges  of  the  circuit  judges  at 
the  different  periods.  He  quoted  a 
vast  number  of  such  statements^ 
delivered  from  time  to  time^  be- 
tween 1816  and  1835,  which 
presented  only  one  continuously 
gloomy  picture  of  the  prevail- 
ing practice  of  violent  and  atro- 
cious outrage.  Passing  from  this 
sad  delineation,  lord  Normanby 
proceeded  to  advert  to  nume- 
rous addresses  of  judges  on  si- 
milar occasions  since  1835.  All 
of  these  contained  one  common 
topic  of  congratulation,  viz.  the 
comparative  lightness  of  the  calen- 
dar; a  circumstance,  the  noble 
marquess  said*  which  went  far  to 
establish  the  position  from  which 
he  had  started,  however  it  might 
fail  to  prove  the  extinction  of 
exceptional  cases  of  heinous  crime. 
With  regard  to  the  murder  of 
the  earl  of  Norbury,  lord  Nor- 
manby declared  that  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  received  led 
him  to  believe  that,  like  other 
atrocities  of  the  same  cast,  it  did 
not  proceed  from  any  conspiracy  of 
a  religious  or  political  character. 
Such  outrages  commonly  origin 
nated  in  local  combinations  having 
a  limited  object — such  as  the  tenure 
of  land ;  and  extended  only  to  the 
connexions  or  clan  of  those  affected 
by  the  particular  acts  out  of  which 
the  intention  to  commit  the  crime 
arose.  The  noble  lord  further  ob- 
served, that  the  convictions  before 
the  commission  at  Tipperary,  to 
which  allusion  had  been  made, 
were  so  far  satisfactory,  as  they 
proved  that  jurors  of  every  shade 
of  opinion  could  be  brought  to  do 
impartial  justice. 

He  now  came  to  the  charge  re- 
lating to  the  alleged  abuse  of  the 
prerogative  of  mercy.  Two  things 
liord  Normanby  distinctly  denied-* 


that  upon  these  occasions  any  per- 
sons detained  for  serious  offences 
were  discharged  without  mature 
inquiry — or  that  any  persons  were 
liberate  merely  because  he  hap. 
pened  to  pass  through  the  town, 
who  would  not  have  met  with  the 
«une  indulgence  upon  facts  stated 
in  memorials. — No,  this  measure, 
he  insisted,  had  been  adopted  upon 
the  conviction  that  in  the  peculiar 
case  of  Ireland,  after  severity  had 
been  so  often  tried— mercy  was 
well  Worth  the  experiment.  It  was 
one  which  was  not  lightly  to  be  re- 
peated, but  while  he  had  received 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  success 
of  the  measure,  it  was  in  his  power 
to  produce  the  testimony  of  judges 
with  whom  he  had  no  political  re- 
lations, to  the  pains  taken  in  the 
examination  of  each  case,  and  the 
deference  shewn  to  their  reports. 
The  noble  marquess  then  pro- 
ceeded to  correct  some  misconcep- 
tion connected  with  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  on  his  personal 
inspection  of  the  gaols  in  1835<^6. 
The  cases  then  decided  upon  were 
of  three  sorts.  Upon  the  .first  de- 
scription there  had  been  in  fact 
much  antecedent  inquiry,  so  that 
what  then  passed  was  only  the 
communication  of  a  previously 
formed  decision,  sometimes,  merely 
reserved  for  some  final  local  inqui- 
ries. He  came  to  the  second  class.-— 
These  were  |>ersons  convicted  of 
light  offences,  whose  sentences  had 
nearly  expired.  The  recommenda- 
tions had  been  founded  on  the 
report  of  their  exemplary  conduct 
during  confinement,  together  with 
testimonies  of  magistrates  to  their 
previous  good  character,  and  he 
had  since  been  informed  by  the  lo*- 
cal  inspectors,  who  were  with  one 
exception^  protestant  clei^men, 
that  this  very  limited  indulgence 
had  been  of  great  service  in  iiii<" 
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proving  the  discipline  of  the  gaol 
and  the  character  of  its  inmates. 

The  third  class  were  most  nume- 
rous in  the  prison  of  Clonmel, 
where  the  law  had  been  put  in 
force  with  unexampled  severity 
against  a  sort  of  offence  which  had 
been  previously  neglected — not  to 
say  encouraged.-— He  meant  faction 
fights^  and  riots  at  fairs. 

In  the  next  place^  the  noble 
lord  gave  an  analysis  of  the  memo- 
rials presented  to  him,  and  the  de- 
cisions made  upon  them,  from  the 
motion  of  lord  Roden,  November^ 
1837,  to  January  31st,  1839.  In 
that  interval,  there  had  been  for- 
warded to  him  1,631  memorials. 
Of  these,  371  were  decided  unfa- 
vourably, without  reference  to 
judge  or  assistant  barristers ;  431 
unfavourably  after  such  reference ; 
favourably,  without  reference  188; 
favourably,  upon  advice,  634.  His 
lordship  said  he  would  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  188  cases  upon  which 
a  favourable  decision  had  been  made 
upon  his  own  responsibil^y ',  but 
even  of  these,  43,  being  fines  for 
non-attendance  as  jurors,  or  for  the 
possession  of  unregistered  arms, 
had,  in  fact,  been  referred  to  the 
proper  authorities,  so  that  only 
145  remained  to  be  disposed  of. 
These  made  up  three  classes.  The 
first,  where  sentence  was  remitted 
from  the  time  when  the  memorial 
was'  taken  into  consideration  62 ; 
a  second  class,  where  health  was 
the  main  ground  for  the  decision 
24 ;  the  third,  where  only  a  per- 
spective mitigation  was  accorded, 
59.  In  all  these  there  occurred 
only  three  cases  for  transportation, 
which  were  mitigated  upon  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  prisoners'  unfitness 
for  the  voyage.  To  take  another 
method,  the  whole  amount  of  pun- 
ishment remitted  in  the  62  and  59 
cases  did  not  exceed  140  roontbfii 


or  14  years  of  transportation  divi- 
ded among  the  whole  121  criminals. 

It  might  be  urged  that  the  lavish 
use  of  the  prerogative  had  promoted 
the  presentation  of  memorials. 
How  stood  the  case?  In  1824 
it  was  stated  incidentally  to  ano- 
ther question^  that  no  less  than 
2,600  memorials  had  been  brought 
before  lord  Wellesley  in  the  prece- 
ding year,  and  capital  sentence  set 
aside  in  400  cases.  2,600  memori- 
als !  exclaimed  lord  Norman  by  ; 
400  capital  sentences  remitted  in 
twelve  months  {  Was  the  house 
aware  how  many  applications  had 
been  made  during  fifteen  ? — Only 
1 600.  Had  they  heard  the  number 
of  capital  sentences  remitted  ? — No 
more  than  9,  and  all  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  j  udges.  The 
changes  in  the  law— *  the  altered 
state  of  the  country  would  account 
no  doubt  for  much  of  this  great 
disparity,  but  there  remained  after 
all,  enough  to  make  clear  how 
small  was  the  foundation  for  the 
assertion  that  he  had  encouraged 
the  multiplication  of  such  memo- 
rials. 

Turning  to  another  charge — the 
exclusive  promotion  of  Roman 
catholic  functionaries,  lord  Nor- 
manby  read  a  list  in  which  the 
preponderance  of  protestant  ap- 
pointments was  ill  the  proportion 
of  8to  6—69  to  37—27  to  8—40  to 
37  in  various  legal  and  constabu- 
lary departments. 

Another  accusation  rested  upon 
his  toleration  of  the  Precursor 
society — a  question  which  had 
puzzled  many  governments.  He 
had  made  no  secret  of  his  disap- 
proval of  that  society^  but  he  felt 
reluctant,  upon  constitutional 
grounds,  to  make  any  recommenda- 
tion to  parliament  for  its  suppres- 
sion, because  it  had  not  been  the 
practice  of  government  to  use  active 
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interference  with  a  public  society, 
free  from  all  secret  oaths,  merely 
on  account  of  objectionable  pro- 
ceedings. 

Two  other  topics  yet  remained 
to  be  dealt  with.  More  than  one 
attack  had  been  levelled  against  his 
administration  of  the  criminal  law. 
He  was  content  however  to  take 
bis  stand  upon  two  measures.  One 
of  these  was  the  establishment  of 
local  prosecuting  solicitors,  a  sys- 
tem which  readied  many  offences 
which  were  formerly  compromised, 
and  had  rendered  the  execution  of 
justice  most  efficient  throughout 
the  sessions  of  Ireland.  Another 
measure  was  the  bill  for  the 
remodelling  of  the  constabulary, 
which  was  formerly  directed  upon 
an  isolated  and  imperfect  system, 
under  four  independent  authorities 
in  the  several  provinces.  This 
force  had  been  brought  into  far 
more  effectual  operation  in  the 
hands  of  colonel  Shaw  Kennedy, 
and  his  successor,  colonel  Macgre- 
gor  ;  so  much  so,  that  although,  in 
the  course  of  re-organization  no 
more  than  500  had  been  added  to 
its  previous  complement  of  8000 
men,  the  number  of  troops  had 
fallen  in  the  mean  while  from 
19,000  to  15,000. 

Again,  with  regard  to  that  most 
popular  topic  of  clamour — the 
neglect  of  the  interests  of  the 
church,  the  noble  viceroy  asked  if 
he  might  not  take  some  credit  for 
having  held  the  patronage  for  four 
years  without  exciting  a  single 
murmur  in  quarters  where  the 
most  undeniable  disposition  to 
discontent  existed.  It  was  stated 
the  other  day  in  a  tory  newspaper 
that  the  viceroy  had  promoted  in 
the  course  of  his  government,  36 
curates,  who  had  no  passports 
bevond  their  own  merits.  Lord 
Norraanby  sai^i  he  kept  no  account 


of  their  numbers,  but  he  was  able 
to  state  that  their  several  cases  had 
been  considered  with  the  siocerest 
desire  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  churdi  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

In  oondusion^  lord  Normanby 
contended  that  whatever  might  be 
the  result  of  the  motion  before  the 
bouse,— (and  taking  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  made  in  con- 
junction with  the  limitation  of 
inquiry  to  the  period  of  his  acces- 
sion, it  could  only  be  viewed  in 
the  light  of  a  direct  incrimination) 
no  decision  of  their  lordships  could 
take  away  the  consolation  which 
he  should  find  in  the  approval  of 
his  own  conscience,  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  Irish  people. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  pro- 
tested against  the  hostile  construc- 
tion which  lord  Normanby  had 
endeavoured  to  put  on  lord  Roden's 
motion.  No  charge,  he  said,  lay 
against  the  noble  marquess  person- 
ally, but  many  murders  and  out- 
rages had  bc^n  committed  under 
his  administration.  The  single 
fact  that  there  had  occurred  in  one 
year,  700  to  1000  homicides,  or 
from  two  to  three  a  day  through- 
out Ireland,  afforded  sufficient 
groifnds  for  an  inquiry  to  ascertain 
whether  there  was  not  something 
in  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of 
that  country  which  required  some 
remedial  measure  beyond  any 
which  could  be  adopted  by  the  ex. 
isting  government.  Aiiother  fact 
had  also  been  admitted,  on  the 
present  occasion,  viz.  ;-»the  exbt- 
ence  of  the  ribband  society.  It 
was  most  desirable  that  some  in- 
vestigation should  take  place,  of 
the  degree  in  which  the  state  of 
crime  in  general  was  affected  by 
the  proceedings  of  that  society, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  mode 
in  which  certain  individuate  wer« 
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able  to  iufluence  its  members. 
These  were  all  causes  for  serious 
anxiety ;  and,  although  they  had 
been  reminded  that  the  case  had 
always  been  as  it  now  was,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  that  no  for- 
mer ministry,  in  the  face  of  such 
depositions,  had  ever  had  the  assu- 
rance to  lay  claim  to  the  pacifica- 
tion of  Ireland,  or  had  made  its 
tranquillity  a  topic  of  congra- 
tulation in  the  speech  from  the 
throne. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  cite  any 
passages  of  general  interest  from 
the  speeches  of  the  earls  of  Charle- 
ville  and  Donoughmore,  or  the 
marquess  of  Westmeath,  who  gave 
their  support  to  lord  Roden's  mo- 
tion, or  from  those  in  which  lord 
Rossmore  and  lord  Lismore  opposed 
it.  We  may,  however,  record  the 
assertion  made  upon  personal  ob- 
servation by  the  earl  of  Fingal, 
that,  in  spite  of  the  prevalence  of 
crime  and  conspiracies  among  the 
lowest  clases,  the  condition  of  the 
people  was  gradually  improving, 
and  the  rate  of  the  purchase  of 
laud  had  considerably  encreased. 
Even  in  Tipperary  estates  had  re- 
cently been  sold  for  a  very  consi- 
derable price,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  marquess  of  West- 
meath had  himself  become  the 
purchaser  of  property  in  that  very 
county  at  a  high  price,  a  great 
part  of  which  had  been  conse- 
quently disposed  of  at  an  increased 
value. 

Notwithstanding  the  protesta- 
tions of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
lord  Melbourne  declared  that  he 
could  discover  in  the  motion  before 
the  house,  a  pure  censure  upon  the 
government,  and  nothing  else.  Not 
one  of  their  lordships^  whether  he 
had  taken  part  in  the  debate,  or 
attended  its  course  in  silence,  looked 
for  any  result  from  this  proposed 


inquiry,  or  could  expect  to  gain  on 
its  termination,  any  further  know- 
ledge of  the  state  of  Ireland  and 
the  remedies  to  be  administered, 
than  he  possessed  at  that  present 
moment.  Too  many  books  had 
been  written— •too  many  reports 
compiled — too  many  commissions 
issued  on  tithes — on  crimes — on 
education,  on  pauperism,  for  any 
one  to  be  ignorant  of  the  minutest 
circumstance  in  the  prevailing  evils 
of  Ireland.  An  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  government  would 
have  at  least  a  meaning.  It  might 
lead  to  some  decision  upon  a  far 
more  recondite  subject— -the  na- 
ture of  the  necessary  remedies; 
but  when  the  noble  earl  had  car- 
ried his  committee,  and  established 
the  fact,  all  these  uncontested 
outrages,  would  he  have  made  one 
step  towards  any  practical  conclu- 
sion. They  sought  to  prove  what 
no  man  dreamed  of  denying.  There 
was,  in  Ireland,  unfortunately, 
from  causes  of  long  existence,  a 
disregard  for  human  life,  and  a 
comparative  indisposition  to  dis- 
cover the  murderer.  In  that  un- 
happy country  a  notion  of  right 
was  connected  with  murder,  which 
secured  to  the  criminal  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  people.  Whether  the 
feeling  had  its  origin  in  the  defect 
of  the  old  laws  of  the  land,  or  in 
some  deep  but  undefined  impression 
relating  to  the  original  rights  of 
property,  it  was  a  disease  most  dif- 
ficult of  extirpation.  In  England 
there  existed  ordinarily  no  such 
sympathy,  but  even  in  this  coun- 
try when  murders  took  place  which 
interested  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  like  those  arising  out  of 
strikes,  there  was  almost  the  samq 
difficulty  in  procuring  co-operation 
for  the  discovery  of  the  guilty 
party. 
Lord  Melbourne  observed  that 
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the  noble  Duke  had  over-estimated 
the  number  of  homicides  when  he 
rated  them  at  700  a-year.  260 
was,  he  believed^  the  maximum— 
quite  enough—but  trifling  as  com* 
pared  with  the  former  number. 

Lord  Roden  had  alleged  that 
the  Precursor  society  had  been 
founded  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
a  great  upholder  of  the  present 
government.  Unquestionably^  said 
the  noble  Viscount,  the  govern- 
ment had  received  very  efficient 
support  from  that  learned  gentle, 
man  ;  and  he  had  yet  to  learn 
that  it  entered  into  the  duties  of 
any  ministry  to  repudiate  support 
which  might  be  accepted  without 
sacrifice  of  principle  5  but  if  any 
one  thought  that  any  effectual 
aid  had  accrued  to  government 
from  the  erection  of  the  Precursor 
society^  he  felt  bound  to  avow  his 
opinion^  that  nothing  had  a  greater 
tendency  to  alienate  well^isposed 
minds  than  that  and  other  more 
exceptionable  proceedings  of  the 
member  for  Dublin. 

Lord  Brougham  then  rose.  He 
maintained  that  the  noble  viscount 
had  mis-stated  the  object  of  the 
motion  in  question.  It  was  not 
for  a  chartless  voyage  over  the 
ocean  of  Irish  affairs^  but  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  crime,  in 
which  thsre  was  nothing  vague  or 
indeterminate.  In  his  opinion, 
a  primd  facie  case — a  case  that  re- 
quired an  answer — had  been  made 
out.  But  rather  than  at  once  pass 
censure,  he  desired  further  in- 
formation. The  real  question  was 
whether,  with  regard  to  crime, 
Ireland  was  progressing,  stationary, 
or  retrograding. 

The  noble  lord-lieutenant  of 
Tipperary,  had  required  a  new 
enactment  on  the  grounds  of  the 
proved  inadequacy  of  the  existing 
Jaw,  however  vigorously  enforced. 


Lord  Brougham  said,  he  did  not 
concur  in  that  view,  nor  was  he 
of  opinion  that  a  special   law  was 
needed  to  suppress  the  precursors. 
*'  As  to  that  society/'  said  the  no- 
ble baron,   '*  I  highly  disapprove 
of  it,  because  it  holds  out  as  the 
meaning  of  its  title  that  it  is  a  pre- 
lude to  the  repeal  of  the  union. 
Tliey  virtually  aim  at  this  when 
they    make   it  the  alternative  of 
certain    wild    and    impracticaUe 
conditions  backed  by  an  exhibition 
of  physical  force.     No  man  sup- 
poses   these    stipulations   can    be 
complied  with.    It  means,  then,  a 
society  for  the  repeal  of  the  union. 
Therefore    I    disapprove    of  it— 
therefore  I  am  against  it — there- 
fore I  will  use  all  lawful  means  bjr 
argument,  by  influence   here  and 
elsewhere,  to  oppose  it.     But  why 
do   I  not  approve  of  the  law  to 
put  it  down  ?     Because  the  mea- 
sure would  be  unconstitutionaL    I 
am  not  disposed  to  nurse  it  (impo- 
tent and  ridiculous  as  it  has   hi- 
therto been)    into  importance  by 
legislating  against  it." 

No  doubt,  omtinued  his  lord- 
ship, the  noble  viscount  was  en- 
titled to  take  any  support  which  he 
could  obtain  without  unbeoomiitf 
sacrifices;  but  were  he  in  knl 
Melbourne's  position,  be  coidi 
figure  nothing  to  himself  moie 
hateful  to  his  feelings,  or  humlli* 
ating  to  his  honour,  than  Ae 
reception  of  such  support  on  Ai 
grounds  on  which    it  was  jnWi 

Now  to  the  reasons  on  whicAb 
should  give  his  support  to  the  w^ 
tion.  The  exercise  of  mercy  liv 
the  constitution  of  England^  wm 
not  left  to  the  arbitrary  caprice  sf 
the  monarch — it  was  a  part  of  Ik 
duty,  and  blended  indissolufaif 
with  the  dispansation  of  justice  it- 
self. Little  regard  had  been  pai4 
to  this  great  maxim.    It  was  not 
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even  pretended  that  all  the  grants 
of  pardon  had  been  made  upon 
communication  with  the  judge 
who  beard  the  case.  These  grants 
amounted  to  284^  excluding  cases 
tried  at  quarter  sessions,  and  400 
persons  convicted  at  quarter  ses- 
sions received  full  pardon  or  miti- 
gation of  sentence,  without  one 
word  of  reference  to  the  proper 
judicial  authorities.  With  whom 
communication  had  been  held,  it 
was  for  their  lordships  to  inquire. 
But  he  knew  from  the  authority 
of  some  of  the  highest  judicial 
functionaries  that  these  proceedings 
had  occasioned  them  very  great 
alarm.  Let  them  only  consider 
what  the  facts  were.  He  would 
assume,  fur  the  moment,  that  the 
noble  marquess  in  his  triumphal 
circuit  had  carefully  sifted  each 
case  of  the  284  persons  so  set  at 
liberty — and  it  should  further  be 
conceded  that  no  source  of  legiti- 
mate information  —  neither  the 
opinion  of  the  judge  who  tried 
them,  nor  the  report  of  gaolers 
and  inspectors  c(^izant  of  his 
demeanour  in  prison— nor  the  pro- 
per palliating  circumstances  in  the 
different  instances,  had  been  neg- 
lected in  the  formation  of  the 
several  decisions  of  the  viceroy. 
These  were  large  concessions. 
[^Lord  Plunkett,  hoped  his  noble 
friend  would  abide  by  them.] 
Yes,  said  lord  Brougham,  the  hand 
of  the  clock  would  not  go  over 
three  minutes  before  his  noble 
friend  would  see  that  he  had  no 
desire  to  be  released  from  them ; 
inconsistent  though  he  believed 
them  to  be,  to  the  utmost  possibi- 
lity of  discrepancy  with  the  real 
state  of  the  facts.  Let  these 
things  be  admitted.  One  thing, 
however,  which  was  necessary  to 
justify  the  dispensation  of  mercy 
he  was  not  able  to  admit.    But 


lord  Plunkett  might  remove  his 
hesitation,  and  so  cut  short  his  la- 
bour —  prevent  his  vote  —  and 
restore  him,  on  this  occasion  to 
the  society  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend.  Let  him  but  prove,  or 
make  the  mere  assertion,  that 
there  were  no  remaining  prisoners 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland  who 
equally  deserved  to  have  their 
cases  investigated,  and  to  be  made 
subjects  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.  Here  lord  Plunkett 
laughed,  but  lord  Brougham  beg- 
ged his  noble  friend  not  to  treat 
the  matter  lightly,  or  imagine  that 
he  would  laugh  many  minutes 
longer,  and  resumed  his  subject. 
Friend  as  he  was  of  justice,  sup- 
porter of  monarchy,  and  all  its 
legitimate  rights,  he  protested 
against  the  exercise  of  this  prerog- 
ative unless  some  new  circum- 
stance had  subsequently  transpired, 
or  the  sentence  had  been  too  se- 
vere, or  had  been  improperly  given. 
The  noble  marquess  was  welcome, 
on  arrival,  sojourn,  or  departure, 
to  the  fullest  meed  of  popularity, 
so  that  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  were  not  used,  or  rather 
abused,  through  caprice,  or  baser 
motives,  to  secure  a  few  elections. 
They  were  on  a  painful  subject, 
and  he  did  not  wonder  that  lord 
Plunkett  had  not  chosen  to  take 
an  early  part  in  this  debate,  lest 
he  should  be  obliged  to  take  a 
view  of  these  enormities ;  it  gave 
him  no  surprise  to  find  that  spec- 
tcicuU)  averierel  oculos  ne  lantas 
mojestatis  deformaliotie?n  aspjcerel. 
The  matter,  said  lord  Broug- 
ham, in  conclusion,  was  now  fully 
and  fairly  stated,  and  it  remained 
for  him,  and  for  those  noble  lords 
who  agreed  with  his  views  on  the 
subject,  to  affirm  directly  and  ex- 
plicitly that  a  primd  facie  case  for 
inquiry  was  made  out. 
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Lord  Plunkett  followed  lord 
Brougham,  and  the  most  striking 
part  of  his  speech  was  that  in 
which  he  dwelt  on  this  fresh  in- 
stance of  his  noble  friend's  politi* 
cal  versatility.  He  begged  to 
know  what  course  lord  Brougham 
would  follow,  in  the  event  of  this 
present  motion  being  carried.  Had 
he  any  measure  to  propose,  or  was 
he  willing  to  adopt  the  propositions 
of  others?  Was  he  willing  to 
commit  all  the  friends  with  whom 
he  had  hitherto  acted^  and  to  sur. 
render  all  the  principles  and 
opinions  which  he  had  advocated 
with  such  transcendant  ability  in 
the  best  days  of  his  life  ?  Would 
he  wait  on  the  issue  of  what 
might  be  done  by  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  night  allied  himself? 
No  good  or  honourable  result 
could  issue  from  this  inexplicable 
coalition ;  and  he  sincerely  grieved 
that  his  noble  friend  should  be 
willing  to  incur  the  consequences 
of  such  a  combination,  and  to  sac- 
rifice the  glories  of  his  former  life 
for  the  dearly-purchased  triumph 
of  that  night ;  and  he  would  cau- 


tion the  noble  duke,  and  the  noble 
lords  opposite^  who  were  disposed 
to  co-operate  with  lord  Brougham 
on  this  occasion,  not  to  count  too 
confidently  on  the  continuance  of 
that  support,  for  they  might  rest 
assured,  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  would  repay  himself  with 
usury,  for  the  use  he  had  lent 
himself  to,  and  they  would  come  to 
say  with  the  poet— - 

'*  Qf*''  ^  nuncfruitur  creduius  aurea.^' 

After  a  few  words  from  lord 
Brougham^  the  marquess  of  Nor- 
manby,  and  lord  Winchilsea,  lord 
Roden  very  briefly  replied,  and 
their  lordships  proceeded  to  a 
division :  — -  Content  63  ;.  Non- 
content  58 :  Majority  5* 

This  proceeding  of  the  house  of 
lords  seems  to  have  given  singular 
dissatisfaction  to  the  ministers. 

On  the  day  following  that  on 
which  it  took  place,  lord  John 
Russell  announced  his  intention  of 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  government  of 
Ireland  in  late  years,  in  the  very 
first  week  after  the  recess. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Irish  Affairs  continued — Mr,  OConnell  in  Dublin — His  great  Acti^ 
vily-^House  resumes  its  Sittings — Lord  John  Russell  gives  notice  of 
his  Resolution'^Sir  /?.  Peel  reads  his  irrcjected  Amendment— -Mr, 
Duncombe*s  Rider  "^Motion  of  Lord  John  Russell  on  the  1 5  th  of 
April — Sir  Robert  Peel's  Reply — Speeches  of  Mr.  Spring  Rice — 
— Colonel  Perceval — Mr.  Lascelles—Mr.  Grote — 3/r.  Gibson — Sir 
E.  L,  Bulwer  —  Mr.  Pigot — Mr.  Shaw  —  Lord  Morpeth — Sir 
James  Graham  —  Mr.  Duncombe — Sir  George  Sinclair  —  Mr, 
Leader — Mr.  Shell — Ijord  Stanley* — Mr.  GConnell  —  Reply  of 
I^rd  J,  Russell^^House  divided  after  Five  Nights  Debate  upon  Sir 
R.  PeeVs  Amendment,  and  upon  the  Rider  of  Mr,  Ihmcombe,  which 
was  also  Defeated — Irish  Municipal  Corporations  Bill — Principal 
Features  of  the  new  Measure — Speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel — Second 
Reading — House  in  Committee-^Debate  &n  the  Qualification-^Mr. 
Shaw's  unsuccessful  Amendment — Speeches  of  Lord  Morpeth — Lord 
Elliot — Sir  R.  Peel — Bill  read  a  Third  Time — Severe  Strictures  of 
I^ord  Broughum  in  the  House  of  Ijyrds  on  the  Second  Reading — 
Lord  Melbourne's  Answer — House  in  C&mmittee — Lord  LyndhursVs 
Amendment  on  the  proposed  Franchise — Speech  qfJjord  Brougham — 
Lord  Melbourne — Observation  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington — Bill 
passed  and  carried  to  the  Commons — Further  consideration  post^ 
jyoned  till  next  Sessioiu 

THE  intervening  periods  of  par-  — to  call  on  the  inhabitants  of  all 
liamentary  recess  are  rarely  the  counties,  towns,  boroughs,  ci- 
thrown  away  upon  the  indefatigable  ties^  and  villages  in  Ireland  to  meet 
member  for  Dublin.  Inthisinstance  at  once,  and  second  me  in  my  un- 
the  recent  vote  of  the  house  of  dertaking.  I  will  take  upon  myself 
lords  seems  to  have  exasperated  to  name  a  day.  We  will  have 
him  to  more  even  than  his  ordinary  simultaneous  meetings.  Let  Sun- 
energy  of  agitation.  The  houses  day  week  be  the  day,  and  on  that 
had  scarcely  risen  before  he  crossed  day  let  every  parish  in  Ireland  meet 
St.  George's  channel  to  evoke  his  and  adopt  petitions  on  the  subject, 
ever  ready  spirit  of  political  per.  Oh,  do  not  speak  of  that  Irishman 
turbation.  On  the  6th  of  March,  that  does  not  become  a  precursor, 
we  discover  him  among  his  precur-  We  want  not  those  who  look  for 
sors,  exclaiming,  "What  am  I  places  to  join  us — no  packed  juries 
here  for?  To  call  upon  all  Ireland  —no  dishonest  judges — we  want 
to  rally  round  the  ministry — to  only  equality,  refuse  us  this,  and 
call  for  my  2,000,000  of  precursors  then,  in  the  day  of  your  weakness, 
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dare  to  go  to  war  with  the  most 
insignificant  of  the  powers  of 
Europe.** 

It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  give 
any  adequate  picture  of  the  almost 
supernatural  activity  of  the  great 
agitator.  Day  after  day  he  was 
on  the  corn-exchange.  On  Sun- 
day, after  mass,  at  each  of  the  pa- 
rochial meetings,  we  meet  with  his 
encouraging  presence,  and  the  co- 
lumns of  the  newspapers  were  filled 
in  the  intervals  with  the  exercita- 
tions  of  his  indefatigable  pen. 

All  this  unremitting  operation 
came  to  a  climax  in  the  grand  meet- 
ing which  was  held  on  the  11th  of 
April,  in  the  theatre  royal,  to  pre- 
pare petitions  to  the  Queen  and 
the  houseof  commons,  declaratory  of 
their  confidence  in  the  actual  admini- 
stration of  Ireland.  The  chair  was 
filled  by  the  duke  of  Leinster ;  and 
almost  all  the  leading  whig  nobility 
either  attended  or  gave  their  sanc- 
tion in  apologetic  notes.  The  long 
and  animated  proceedings  were 
closed  amid  the  greatest  excitement 
by  a  speech  from  Mr.  O'Connell. 
We  have  preserved  the  last  accents 
of  his  maledictory  voice  — "  Shout," 
he  cried,  "The  shout  that  that 
day  emanated  from  that  theatre 
would  be  heard  in  St.  Stephen's, 
and  it  would  cheer  the  heart  of  tlie 
Queen  at  St.  James's.  [Great 
cheering.']  Let  her  Majesty  be 
menaced  by  the  ferocious  des- 
pots of  the  northern  deserts,  let 
the  more  steady  tyrants  of  Europe 
combine  j  let  France — a  country 
in  which  the  King  and  the  people 
seemed  affected  with  a  periodical 
insanity,  break  her  fetters  again  ; 
but  let  Ireland  be  governed  as  she 
had  been  by  Normanby,  and  as  she 
would  be  by  lord  Fortescue,  and  if 
any  hostile  step  dared  to  tread  updn 
the  Queen's  dominions,  the  foe  to 
the  throne  should  either  surrender 


or  submit  to  be  dashed  into  the 


sea. 


*» 


The  ministers  in  the  meanwhile 
who  were  the  objects  of  his  anxious 
protection,  were  preparing  for  their 
appeal  from  the  lords  to  the  com- 
mons. As  soon  as  the  house  had 
resfumed  its  sittings  on  the  8th  of 
April,  lord  John  Russell  declared 
his  intention  of  proposing  on  the 
15th  instant  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  it  is  expedient  to  per- 
severe in  those  principles  which 
have  guided  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  of  late  years,  and 
which  have  tended  to  the  effectual 
administration  of  the  laws^  and  the 
general  improvement  of  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom." 

On  the  following  day  sir  Robert 
Peel  gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  an  amendment  on  this  reso- 
lution^ and  the  probable  manner  of 
its  wording  became  a  matter  of  cu- 
rious speculation.  It  was  well  un- 
derstood the  conservative  leader 
would  not  venture  to  bring  forward 
a  direct  negative  of  the  resolution 
proposed  by  ministers,  or  indeed 
anything  implying  a  positive  cen- 
sure of  their  Irish  government. 
Such  a  proposition  would,  in  fact, 
have  rallied  around  them  a  larger 
majority  than  they  could  count 
upon  in  almost  any  other  question, 
and  what  is  of  more  importance, 
would  have  pledged  the  conserva- 
tive party  on  their  eventual  resto- 
ration to  ofRce  to  a  line  of  policy, 
which  even  if  they  really  approved 
of,  they  werehardly  prepared  toavow 
much  less  pursue,  in  their  admin, 
istration  of  the  sister  kingdom. 
To  evade  all  this  consistently  with 
a  virtual  negative  of  the  ministerial 
resolution,  was,  no  doubt,  a  matter 
of  much  difficulty,  but  it  was  felt 
that  the  management  of  it  could 
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not  easily  be  entrusted  to  more 
cautious  or  skilful  hands  than  those 
of  the  conservative  leader. 

On  the  12th  following,  sir  Ro- 
bert brought  forward  the  draught 
of  his  proposed  resolutions,  which 
in  their  happy  evasion  of  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  case,  did  certainly 
no  discredit  to  the  character  of 
their  author. — ^We  give  them  at 
length  ;  before  he  read  them,  the 
right  hon.  baronet  took  care  to  re- 
mind the  house  that  the  first  reso- 
lution was  a  mere  "recital  of 
facts ; "  the  second  was  the  "  sub- 
stantive amendment." 

"Resolved — that  on  the  13th 
day  of  March  last,  a  motion  was 
made  in  this  house  for  the  produc- 
tion of  various  documents  connected 
with  the  state  of  Ireland,  in  respect 
to  crime  and  outrage ;  including 
communications  made  to  the  Irish 
government  relating  to  offences 
connected  with  ribbandism,  and  all 
memorials,  resolutions,  and  ad- 
dresses, forwardJ^  to  the  Irish  go- 
vernment by  magistrates,  or  other 
official  persons,  in  respect  of  crimes 
and  outrages  committed  in  Ireland^ 
and  the  answers  thereto. 

*'  That  the  period  included 
within  the  returns  so  called  for, 
extends  from  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1835  to  the  present  time ; 
and  that  the  motion  made  for  the 
production  of  them  was  assented  to 
by  this  house,  no  opposition  to  it 
having  been  offered  on  the  part  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

"  That,  on  the  21st  day  of  March 
last,  the  house  of  lords  appointed  a 
select  committee  '  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  Ireland  since  the  year 
1835,  in  respect  to  crime  and  out** 
rage,  which  have  rendered  life  and 
property  insecure  in  that  part  of 
the  empire.' 

"  That,  in  consequence  of  the 
appointment  of  such  committee  by 


the  house  of  lords,  it  has  been  pro« 
posed  that  this  house  should  resolve 
'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house 
that  it  is  expedient  to  persevere  in 
those  principles  which  have  guided 
the  executive  government  of  Ire- 
land of  late  years,  and  which  have 
tended  to  the  effectual  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  and  the  general 
improvement  of  that  part  of  the 
u  niti  kingdom.' 
*^  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to 
this  house,  that  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  inquiry  by  the 
house  of  lords,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned,  does  not  justify  her 
majesty's  ministers  in  calling  upon 
this  house,  without  previous  in- 
quiry, or  even  the  production  of 
the  information  which  this  house 
has  required,  to  make  a  declaration 
of  opinion  with  respect  to  one 
branch  of  the  public  policy  of  the 
executive  government,  still  less  a 
declaration  of  opinion  which  is 
neither  explicit  as  to  the  principles 
which  it  professes  to  approve,  nor 
definite  as  to  the  period  to  which 
it  refers ;  and  that  it  is  not  fitting 
that  this  house  should  adopt  a  pro- 
ceeding which  has  the  appearance 
of  calling  in  question  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  house  of  lords  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  Ireland  in 
respect  to  crime  and  outrage,  more 
especially  when  the  exercise  of  that 
right  by  the  house  of  lords  does  not 
interfere  with  any  previous  pro- 
ceeding or  resolution  of  the  house 
of  commons,  nor  with  the  progress 
of  any  legislative  measure  assented 
to  by  the  house  of  commons,  or  at 
present  under  its  consideration."  . 
The  tactics  of  the  radical  party 
not  less  than  of  the  conservative, 
were  called  into  play  on  this  occa- 
sion. We  have  seen  that  for  some 
time  past,  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  ultra-liberals  had  not  dissem- 
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bled  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
general  conduct  of  the  present  go* 
vernment^  and  many  had  even  not 
scrupled  to  avow  that  they  would 
gladly  see  it  replaced  by  the  tories. 
It  was,  however,  impossible  for 
them  to  withhold  their  sanction  of 
that  portion  of  Whig  policy  which 
was  referred  to  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion, but  compelled  as  they  felt 
themselves  to  give  their  support  to 
the  motion  of  lord  John  Russell, 
they  were  still  not  disposed  to  do  so 
gratuitously.  Accordingly,  when 
sir  Robert  Peel  sat  down,  Mr. 
Duncombe  stated,  that  in  the  event 
of  the  noble  lord's  resolution  being 
carried,  it  was  in  his  contemplation 
to  move  an  addition  to  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : — 

**  And  that  it  is  expedient  also 
to  effect  such  further  reforms  in 
the  representation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  as  would  conduce  to 
their  contentment,  and  to  the  secu- 
rity and  welfare  of  the  kingdom 
at  large." 

The  reader  may,  perhaps,  find 
some  indemnification  for  the  end- 
less recurrence  of  identical  charges 
and  repeated  refutation — the  weari- 
some  monotony  of  these  long  dis- 
cussions, if  he  consider  how  large 
a  portion  of  the  attention  usually 
allotted  to  Irish  subjects  of  nar- 
rower and  more  particular  interest, 
was,  in  this  session,  directed,  in 
spite  of  party  feeling,  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  actual  condition  of 
Ireland. 

On  Monday,  April  15th,  lord 
John  Russell  moved  his  long  an- 
nounced resolution  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  house  in  the 
executive  government  of  Ireland. 
The  noble  lord  began  by  stating, 
in  reference  to  sir  Robert  Peels 
amendment,  that  his  resolution  had 
been  restricted  to  the  policy  of  the 
government  in  Ireland,  because  the 


committee  of  the  house  of  lords 
had  been  appointed  solely  with 
reference  to  that  administration. 
Whenever  the  opponents  of  the  mi- 
nistry should  think  fit  to  censure  any 
other  department  of  the  executive 
government,  or  its  policy  in  gene- 
ral, they  would  not  shrink  from 
meeting  such  chargesi  but  would 
reserve  themselves,  in  the  mean- 
while, for  the  production  of  them. 
Their  opponents,  however,  had 
selected  other  ground.  Lord  John 
said,  he  did  not  deny  the  right  of 
the  house  of  lords  to  make  enquiry 
into  the  state  of  Ireland  and  the 
conduct  of  its  government;  but 
considering  such  a  measure,  under 
all  its  circumstances — the  indiscri- 
minate vehemence  of  the  inculpa- 
tions allowed  to  circulate — the 
limitation  of  time — the  very  name 
of  the  movers-he  could  not  but 
feel  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
demand  from  the  house  of  com- 
mons, a  definite  opinion  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Irisn  administration. 
True  it  was,  continued  the  noble 
lord,  that  the  terms^  of  the  motion 
enabled  its  abettors  to  put  upon  it 
a  less  hostile  construction,  but  this 
was  a  contrivance  which  diminish- 
ed the  candour  of  the  proceeding, 
without  abating  in  any  way  the 
bitterness  of  the  accusation.  Some- 
thing more  was  called  for  than  the' 
adoption  of  the  long  *' previous 
question  "  in  the  form  of  sir  Robert 
Peel's  resolutions.  The  nomina- 
tion of  that  committee  was  a  primd 
facie  vote  of  censure,  and  it  was 
no  more  possible  to  avoid  taking 
particular  notice  of  its  appoint- 
ment, than  to  pass  by  a  successful 
enquiry  into  the  state  of  the  nation, 
which  had  alwavs  borne  a  certain 
character  in  the  eyes  of  parliament 
and  the  country.  A  parallel  had 
been  sought  in  the  returns  granted 
on  Mr.  Shaw's  motion^  but  lord 
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Morpeth  had  disarmed  that  mea« 
sure  by  extending  the  enquiry  to  a 
period  antecedent  to  the  accession 
of  the  present  cabinet.  And  why, 
demanded  lord  J.  Russell^  was  the 
motion  not  made  in  the  house  of 
commons  ?  Whv  did  the  conserva- 
tives  confine  their  motion  in  that 
house  to  a  simple  request  for  pa- 
pers  ?  The  reason  was  to  be  found 
m  the  fact,  that  their  opponents,  in 
despair  of  passing  in  the  commons  a 
motion  bearing  a  virtually  crimi- 
natory character,  had  transferred 
to  the  upper  house  the  scene  of 
their  censorious  operations.  For 
himself  he  protested  against  such  a 
proceeding,  and  called  upon  the 
house  to  assert  its  inalienable  right 
of  passing  judgment  upon  any 
manner  of  misgovernment  where- 
soever it  might  be  found  to  exist. 
This  step  involved  no  interference 
with  the  undoubted  powers  of  the 
house  of  lords ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  rights  of  the  two  chambers,  he 
begged  them  to  consider,  not  the 
bare  theory,  but  the  necessary  prac- 
tice of  the  constitution.  The  house 
of  lords  had  unquestionably  the 
power  of  rejecting  bills,  even  the 
most  indispensable ;  but  when  they 
bore  this  character,  or  had  the 
sanction  of  large  and  repeated 
majorities  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, it  was  required  to  pass 
them  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion.  It  was  possible,  said 
the  noble  lord,  in  the  further  ex- 
position of  his  doctrine  upon  this 
point,  for  these  two  assemblies  to 
differ  upon  measures  of  legislation 
for  some  time  without  any  serious 
peril  or  inconvenience;  but  no 
such  difference  of  opinion  could  be 
actively  maintained  with  regard  to 
the  executive  of  Ireland.  Ireland 
could  not  be  governed  at  the  same 
time  by  lord  Haddington  and  lord 
Norraanby,  and  it  rested  with  the 
Vol.  LXXXI. 


house  of  commons  to  decide,  whe- 
ther the  government  of  Ireland 
should  be  conducted  in  future  ac- 
cording to  the  sense  of  the  house 
of  lords. 

There  existed  a  precedent  for 
the  course  he  was  now  adopting, 
in  the  protest  made  by  the  house  oi 
commons  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  upper  house  in  1703,  who  had 
taken  into  their  own  hands  the 
prisoners  under  arrest  for  conspi- 
racy in  the  Scottish  plot;^  and 
when,  at  a  later  period,  soon  after 
the  passing  of  the  reform  bill,  the 
lords  had  passed  an  address  disap- 
proving of  the  policy  of  the  minis- 
ters, a  gallant  friend  had  lost  no 
time  in  calling  for  an  opinion  of 
the  house  of  commons  upon  that 
question. 

After  having  thus  laid  down 
this  constitutional  view  of  the  case, 
lord  John  passed  on  to  another  part 
of  the  subject, — the  condition  of 
Ireland.  Turbulence  and  outrage, 
were,  alas!  no  novel  features  la 
the  annals  of  Ireland.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  George 
111.  up  to  the  present  hour,  com-* 
bination  had  succeeded  to  combina-* 
tion  for  defeating  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  Arthur  Young  and  Mr. 
Barrington,  lord  Clare  and  Mr. 
Burke,  bore  their  unanimous  tes- 
timony to  the  truth  of  this  states 
ment.  He  met  with  penal  enact, 
ments  without  number — Whiteboy 
acts  and  insurrection  acts  —  bu^ 
where  was  the  government  that 
had  made  any  provision  for  the 
poor,  or  treated  the  catholics  as 
subjects  of  a  free  country  ?  or  to 
come  to  more  recent  days,  when 
persons  of  lord  Roden's  way  of 
thinking  had  undisputed  sway — ' 
it  still  appeared  from  evidence  be- 
fore the  committees,  that  outrages 
the  most  atrocious  were  of  oidi- 
nary  occurrence,  a  fact  that  should 
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not  be  forgotten  by  those  wbo 
imagined  such  calamities  to  be  the 
exclusive  production  of  lord  Nor- 
manby's  administration.  Of  late 
years,  indeed^  political  intimidation 
had  been  mixed  up  with  social  dis- 
order>  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  system  of  conceding  to  in- 
timidation what  had  been  denied 
to  justice. 

fuming  then  to  the  alleged  in- 
crease of  crime,  and  the  abuse  of 
the  prerogative  of  mercy,  the  noble 
lord  explained  that  the  apparent 
increase  in  the  number  of  crimes, 
was  owing  to  greater  vigilance  in 
the  pursuit  of  offenders,  and  made 
it  appear  that  the  proportion  of 
convictions  to  acquittals,  had  in- 
creased from  40  per  cent,  in  1833 
to  46  per  cent,  in  1838.  The  re- 
mission of  punishment,  in  point  of 
duration,  amounted,  after  all,  to  no 
more  than  140  months,  or  an  ave- 
rage, to  each  offender^  of  about 
five  weeks.  Such  was  the  so  cal- 
led wanton  exercise  of  mercy. 

The  government,  lord  John  con- 
tinued, had  ^  done  its  best  to  dis- 
courage associations,  and  had  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  O'Connell  their 
disapprobation  of  the  Precursor 
society.  Lord  Normanby  was  ne- 
cessarily left  to  struggle  with  asso- 
ciations, because  it  had  gone  forth, 
and  had  been  proved  by  experience, 
that  to  associations  the  legislature 
would  yield  what  they  would  never 
grant  to  petitions. 

The  social  evils  of  Ireland,  the 
noble  lord  said,  were  in  his  opinion 
deeply  connected  with  the  tenure 
of  land.  The  government  had 
sought  a  partial  remedy  for  these 
calamities  in  the  new  poor  law  act. 
"  But  after  all,"  continued  his  lord- 
ship, *'it  is  idle  to  expect  any  imme- 
diate removal  of  misery,  the  seeds 
of  which  were  sown  in  days  long 
past  away.    These  enactments  will 


of  themselves  contribute  little  to 
such  an  effect.  As  a  great  states- 
man has  said.  Men  do  not  live  on 
blotted  paper,  the  friendly  or  the 
hostile  mind  is  far  more  important 
to  mankind  for  good  or  evil,  than 
the  black  letter  of  any  statute. 
Deeply  impressed  with  the  truth 
of  these  principles,  I  now  invoke 
your  approval  of  a  course  of  p(Jicy 
conciliatory  to  the  Irish  people, 
and,  although,  in  adherence  to  the 
condemnatory  judgment  of  the 
house  of  lords,  you  should  reject 
this  resolution,  be  yet  assured  that 
the  ministry  who  would  succeed  the 
present  one,  would  find  no  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  Ireland — rankling  sus- 
picion would  still  abide,  that  im- 
partial benefits  and  indifferent  jus- 
tice were  not  to  be  expected  at 
their  hands." 

Before  he  concluded,  lord  John 
adverted  to  the  resolution  respect- 
ing the  extension  of  the  suffirage 
which  Mr.  Duncombe  had  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  move,  in 
the  event  of  that  which  he  now 
proposed  being  carried.  "When 
thathon.  gentleman,"  said  the  noble 
lord,**  shcdl  submit  a  definite  state- 
ment of  the  extent  and  purport  of 
the  reforms  in  contemplation,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  state  my  own 
opinions,  not  as  they  have  been  by 
some  carelessly,  and  by  others  care- 
fully misrepresented,  but  as  I  my- 
self entertain  them,  resting  as  they 
do  upon  great  principles  of  policy, 
and  looking  both  to  the  present 
and  towards  the  future.." 

^*  Should  the  amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  obtain  a  majo- 
rity in  this  house,  that  event,  how- 
ever dangerous  to  Ireland,  and  to 
the  whole  empire  disadvantageous, 
will  leave  us  no  reason  for  regret. 
And  come  the  dissolution  of  this 
ministry  when  it  will,  there  will 
ever  be  consolation  in  the  reflec- 
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tion,  that  we  have  not  shrunk  to  for  a  simple  approval  of  the  ex- 
incur  ohloquy  or  to  impair  our  po<  ecutive  government  in  Ireland, 
pularity  with  the  view  of  streneth*  But  lord  Normanhy  could  not  he 
I  ening  the  whole  united  kingdom^  complimented  apart  from  his  col- 
I  by  knitting  together  the  hearts  of  leagues  whose  policy  he  carried 
i  all  her  majesty*s  subjects,  and  out*  When  a  vote  of  censure, 
|i  founding  a  government  in  Ireland  was  framed>  last  year^  by  Sir 
I  which  should  secure  the  opinion,  William  Moleswortb  upon  lord 
g  the  good  willi  and  the  affections  of  Glenelg,  they  well  remembered 
^  the  people."  with  what  chivalrous  devotion, 
|i  The  noble  lord  was  immediately  rare  alas !  in  political  warfare,  his 
I  followed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  zealous  associates  rallied  around 
li  began  by  declaring,  that  in  his  their  colleague. 
(     opinion,  as  he  had  so  often   re-  « Nihil  iste  nee  ausus, 

corded  it,  the  praotice  of  making  Necpotuit;cceIumhocetcon8c!a8idera 

abstract  declarations  upon   ques-  testor; 

tions  of  public  policy,  was  a  very  I'AQtum  infelicem  niroium  dilexit  ami- 

J  •                    •      ..  rum '  '* 

unwise  and  inconvenient  one,  un-  • 

less  it  were  adopted  under  very  What !  said  the  noble  lord  who 

special  circumstances.      The  con-  rushed  forth  on  that  occasion,  the 

fidence  of  parliament  ought  rather  foreign  secretary,  could  it  enter 

•to  be  inferred  from  the  general  into  the  mind  of  the  hon.  baronet^ 

I     -character  of  the  support  s^orded  that  the  cabinet  would  consent  to 

to  the  executive  government,  than  retain  office  at  the  sacrifice  of  cme 

made  the  subject  of  any  explicit  of  its  members,  or  that  the  house 

declaration.    To  make  such  reso-  would  abet  them  for  a  moment  in 

lutions  the  avowed  instrument  of  such  dishonourable  conduct.     It 

^     a    collision    with    the    house   of  was  dear,    that    the  noble    lord 

Lords,  was  an  aggravation  of  the  would  not  incur  the  reproaches  cast 

objections  inherent  in  them,  and  by  the  sarcastic  moralist  upon  the 

the  measure  became  still  more  un-  quondam  companions  of  the 

advisable,  when  it  was  sought  to  — « poor  8equest€red  sto^ 

f    restrict  its  expression  to  a  parti-  That  from  the  hunter's  aim  bad  ta'en  a 

cular  feature  in  the  administra-  hurt." 

^  tion.      Every  government,   how-  No.    Lord  Glenelg  was  not  to 

ever  excellent  its  general  policy,  be  "left  and  abandoned  by  his 

*  might  expect  to  incur,  upon  some  velvet  friends."    Misery  was  not 

■  particular  course,  the  disapproval  to  part  "  The  flux  of  company." 
L'  of  the  house;  and  it  would  be  im-  This  was  indeed  a  generous  de- 

:  possible,  in  such  an  event,  for  the  cision— but  it  established  the  prin- 

I  public  to  ascertain  the  real  opi-  ciple  that  the  act  of  one  member 

nion  of  the  parliament  upon  the  of  the  government  was  shared  by 

^'general  tenor  of  the  ministry,  or  all.*      Therefore,  said  the  right 

•  for  any  cabinet  to  stand  when  one 
■^  single  branch  of  their  policy  had 

^  been  successfully   assailed.      But,  *  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe, 

^  continued   Sir    Robert    Peel,   not  ^**  Sir  Robert  here  intended  a  sar- 

*  only  was  this  a  partial  resolution,  wtic  allusion  to  the  sulisequcnt  sacri- 

m  it,    „.««    .*    *u^                *•              •  fice  of  the  same  Lord  Glenelg,  whicli 

^it    was  at   the   same   time  umn-  had  been  made  by  his  colleagues  in  the 

^2  telligibJe.     Ihey  were  called  upon  cabinet. 

■  [F2] 
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lion,  baronet^  a  compliment  paid 
to  one  department  of  the  adminis- 
tration  became  the  property  of  the 
whole.  "  Do  you  then  extend  the 
approbation  of  the  legislative  mea- 
sures for  Ireland  ?  In  that  case, 
what  becomes  of  the  forty-six  gen- 
tlemen who  joined  the  member  for 
Sheffield  in  denouncing  your  Irish 
policy."  You  confine  it  then  to 
the  executive — but  even  then  you 
have  not  the  courage  to  define 
the  period  submitted  for  cur  ap- 
proval. No — ^you  only  point  to 
the  government  of  Ireland  in  late 
years;  a  term  which  has  been  ap- 
plied to  every  period  —  from  two 
to  an  hundred — you  assume^  that 
your  government  has  been  cen- 
sured by  the  House  of  Lords — 
but  instead  of  stating  the  princi- 
ples for  which  you  demand  our 
sanction^  you  call  upon  us  to  ap- 
prove whatever  indefinite  extent 
of  administration  may  be  commen- 
surate with  the  lapse  of  time  de- 
signated by  the  vague  expression 
of  "  late  years."  I  put  this  spe- 
cific questioii^  and  I  hope  the  noble 
lord  will  interrupt  me  to  answer 
it,  does  your  ambiguous  language 
comprehend  the  government  of 
lord  Grey — do  you  include  lord 
Wellesley  or  lord  Anglesey,  or  is 
the  marquess  of  Normanby  to  be 
complimen ted  at  their  expense  ?  If 
such  be  not  your  intention,  how  is 
it  possible  for  those  who  have  di- 
rected the  utmost  acrimony  of 
their  censure  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  former  noblemen, 
to  vote  for  this  resolution  ?  You 
evade  the  difficulty  —  you  do 
not  like  to  make  ^  this  invidious 
contrast,  and  would  fain  make 
your  advantage  under  the  screen 
of  a  convenient  generality.  But 
you  probably  take  the  more  gene- 
rous course,  and  comprehend  the 
policy  of  earl  Grey.    Do  you  then 


include  lord  Wellesley  ?— of  course 
you  do.  But  if  you  include  lord 
Wellesley  you  must  admit  me. 
*'  Really,"  continued  Sir  Robert 
amid  the  laughter  awakened  by  this 
felicitous  transition,  "  you  pkce  me 
in  a  great  embarrassment  by  ask- 
ing me  to  vote  for  a  resolution 
which  conveys  a  direct  approba- 
tion of  my  own  policy.  But  per- 
haps you  mean  to  exclude  me. 
Well,  I  will  take  that  for  granted ; 
but  let  me  say,  that  I  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  acting  for  five  years, 
from  1822  to  1827,  with  lord 
Wellesley  as  lieutenant,  and  lord 
Plunkett  as  Attorney- general,  and 
that  the  cause  of  our  eventusd  se- 
paration, had  no  relation  whatever 
to  the  policy  pursued  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  affairs  in  that  ooun- 
ti7 ;  lord  Melbourne  also  was  se- 
cretary for  Ireland  when  I  pre- 
sided over  the  home  department, 
and  I  deny,  that  any  disagreement 
upon  Irish  afikirs  led  to  our  final 
disunion.  What  then  is  your 
limit?  perhaps  1830  —  we  were 
then  excluded  from  power,  and 
you  brought  forward  the  reform 
act.  Or  you  may  choose  a  later 
date,  when  lord  Grey  retired,  and 
lord  Stanley  and  Sir  James  Gra- 
ham fell  away  from  their  former 
connections.  Take  it,  then,  from 
1834;  still  you  include  me.  The 
terms  of  your  laudatory  resolution 
point  to  no  exception— and  if  you 
assume  this  epoch,  the  government 
over  which  I  presided  must  come 
in  for  its  share  of  public  approval." 
He  now  came,  to  another 
topic— the  collision  with  the  House 
of  Lords,  for  such  was  the  con- 
struction the  country  put  on  this 
proceeding — and  in  vain  he  looked 
for  any  justification  of  such  a 
course.  No ;  the  appointment  of 
lord  Rodents  committee  was  avowed 
to  be  the  single  ground  of  quarrel 
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virtual  vote  of  censure.  If  this 
were  true,  all  former  committees 
roust  have  borne  a  similar  import. 
If  the  oflTence  was  felt  to  lie  in  the 
limitation,  why  had  not  ministers^ 
in  the  proper  place,  moved  for  an 
extension  of  the  inquiry,  instead 
of  making  this  application  in  the 
Commons.  The  hon.  baronet  said, 
he  had  no  fear  from  an  investiga- 
tion of  his  own  acts  and  corres- 
pondence. It  might  not  appear 
in  the  event,  that  the  Irish  go- 
vernment had  encouraged  crime, 
but  he  did  think,  that  there  was 
ground  for  enquiry,  and  would 
suspend  his  censure  until  that  en- 
quiry was  completed. 

The  lords  were  forbearing — and 
they  were  taunted  with  pusilla- 
nimity— and  yet  what  a  storm  of 
indignation  had  arisen,  when  they 
had  at  length  appointed  a  commit- 
tee. The  noble  lord  might  con- 
tend, that  such  a  measure  was 
tantamount  to  a  vote  of  censure, 
and  seek  to  escape  in  a  conflict 
with  the  lords ;  but  let  him 
not  dream  that  the  people  of 
England  would  countenance  the 
course  to  which  he  was  commit- 
ted. Ireland  might  be  improved 
-—that  remained  to  be  substantiated 
— but  when  the  solicitor-general 
on  opening  the  commission  at 
Clonmel,  had  declared,  that  *Mn  no 
place  where  the  laws  of  England 
extended " — in  no  spot  in  fact  in 
the  civilized  world — **  was  human 
life  less  regarded  than  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary ;  "  were  they 
surprized,  that  men  should  call 
for  an  investigation  into  so  la- 
mentable a  state  of  things.  Or 
let  the  members  of  that  house 
Only  imagine,  an  enquiry  to  have 
been  similarly  set  on  foot,  in  con- 
nection with  the  assassination  of 
one  of  themselves,  and  suppose 
the  lords  bod  thereupon  adopted 


a  resolution  condemnatory  of  the 
proceeding,  where  would  have 
been  the  limits  to  their  reason- 
able exasperation.  It  might  more- 
over be  as  well  for  them  to  con^ 
sider  what  step  they  would  next 
take,  for  without  calling  upon  the 
lords  to  rescind  their  resolution, 
they  would  gain  but  little  by 
adopting  the  present  one. 
•  Sir  Robert  then  went  on,  with 
his  usual  adroitness  and  good 
fortune,  to  turn  the  precedent  of 
the  Scottish  plot,  to  the  discomfi- 
ture of  those  who  relied  upon  it, 
and  read,  amid  the  cheering  and 
laughter  that  accompanied  his  ef- 
fective recital,  the  narratives  of 
Tindal  and  Burnet,  with  their 
curiously  applicable  comments. 

Lord  John  Russell  had  main- 
tained, that  the  motion  of  the 
earl  of  Roden  was  an  implicit 
censure  on  the  government.  "  But, 
said  the  right  hon.  baronet,  I  beg 
to  disclaim  most  distinctly,^  as 
leader  of  a  party,  any  cognizance 
of  such  an  intention.  I  had  nei- 
ther the  inclination  nor  the  wish 
to  do  so,  and  I  can  assure  the 
house,  that  nothing  ever  surprised 
me  more,  than  to  hear  as  I  did  on 
the  following  morning,  that  mi- 
nisters had  abandoned  their  places 
in  consequence  of  a  motion  to 
which  I  had  myself  attached  so 
little  importance.  I  went  from 
home  however,  and  called  upon 
the  duke  of  Wellington  and  my 
neighbour  the  member  for  North 
Lancashire,  to  inquire  what  they 
had  heard,  but  found  them  both 
absent  from  town  on  this  mo- 
mentous occasion — the  latter  was 
in  Lancashire,  the  former  had  left 
London  that  very  morning  for 
Hampshire.  This  was  a  step  most 
unlikely  to  be  taken  under  the 
anticipation  of  such  an  event  as 
had  been  rumoured,"    Sir  Robert 


70J 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1839. 


said  he  had  thus  mentioned  the  rea« 
sons  why  he  opposed  the  resolu- 
tions; he  would  further  lay  down 
the  principles  which  ought  for  the 
future  to  prevail  in  the  Irish  ad- 
ministration. It  would  be  the 
duty  of  those  into  whose  lianda 
the  power  might  fall>  to  enforce 
the  impartial  dispensation  of  just-^ 
ice.  In  the  exertion  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  mercy,  a  strictly  ju- 
dicial act  to  disregard  all  party 
purposes^  all  thoughts  of  personal 
display — ito  permit  1.0  religious 
difference  to  he  any  ground  of 
favour  or  discouragement^  and  to 
discourage  political  agitation. 

'^  Nothing,"  said  the  right  hon. 
baronet^  ''could  give  megreaterpain 
than  to  be  obliged  to  condemn  lord 
Normanby.  From  his  very  early 
youth  I  have  known  and  esteemed 
him^  and,  in  common  with  all  others 
who  shared  his  acquaintance,  I  re* 
joiced  in  the  development  of  those 
great  and  brilliant  natural  parts 
with  which  he  is  unquestionably 
endowed.  I  believe,  that,  like  lord 
Glenelg,  the  noble  lord  has  dis- 
played great  official  aptitude,  and 
has  conscientiously  discharged  his 
duty ;  and  though  he  has  not  con- 
ciliated his  political  enemies  in  his 
public  career,  he  has  not  alienated 
a  single  public  or  private  friend. 
Sir,"  continued  sir  Robert,  "I 
wish  the  noble  lord  had  not  touched 
upon  the  conduct  of  lord  Normanby, 
but  had  entered  upon  the  ,  broad 
principles  of  general  government. 
But  I  cannot  vote  for  this  reso- 
lution. I  cannot  affirm  that  lord 
Normanby  has  acted  upon  the  prin. 
ciples  I  have  just  laid  down  5  he 
has  not  sufficiently  set  his  face 
against  agitation ;  and,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  mercy,  he  has  been— -not 
indeed  corrupt — but  far  too  reckless 
and  indiscriminate.  Neverthelers 
I  &haU  move  no  vote  of  censure } 


it  is  not  consistent  with  my  view 
of  the  case  to  do  so;  but  I  will 
caution  the  house  never,  without 
overruling  necessity,  to  have  re- 
course to  abstract  declarations  upon 
partial  branches  of  policy;  and  I 
warn  them  well  to  weigh  the  con- 
sequences of  entering  into  collision 
with  the  lords  in  a  position  of 
affairs,  so  little  promising  as  the 
present,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  replied  to  sir 
Robert  Peel.  He  contended  that 
the  voce  of  the  house  of  lords  was 
an  intentional  censure  upon  the 
government ;  but  if  this  were  de- 
nied, then  all  which  sir  Robert 
Peel  had  said  about  collision  was 
beside  the  question,  for  there  could 
be  no  collision  in  a  declaration 
approving  of  the  conduct  of  minis, 
ters.  He  remonstrated  against  the 
unfairness  of  making  the  existence 
of  crime  in  Ireland  a  charge  against 
the  present  government,  when  nou 
body  ever  thought  of  censuring 
preceding  administrations  on  ac« 
count  of  turbulence  and  outrages 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Rice  quoted  in- 
stances of  atrocious  criminality 
under  previous  administrations,  and 
contended  that  there  were  symp- 
toms and  evidence  of  improvement 
in  later  years.  If,  as  was  inti- 
mated by  Mr.  Dunoombe's  amend- 
ment, it  were  intended  to  assail 
ministers  on  general  grounds,  they 
were  quite  ready  for  their  ddPence. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Rice's 
speech,  the  debate  was  adjourned. 

It  was  opened  on  the  following 
day  by  Mr.  Emerson  Tennent,  who 
was  followed  by  colonel  Perceval, 
Mr.  Lascelles,  Mr.  Sydney  Her- 
bert, colonel  Con(dly,  and  Mr.  Lu- 
cas on  the  side  of  the  opposition  ; 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  Mr.  Bellew, 
the  O'Connor  Don,  sir  William 
Somerville,  and  Mr.  H  Grattan 
sustaining  the  ministeriid.aau^e* 
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On  the  part  of  the  opposition «  it  amendment  because  it  partook  of 

was  argued  that  the  tendency  of  the  nature  of  the  ''  previous  ques- 

lord  Normanby's  government  had  tion^"  but  he  would  concur  in  no 

been  to  encourage  disorder^  even  in  vote  of  censure.     Considering  the 

districts  which  had  been    before  treatment  which  government  had 

comparatively  free  from  excitement^  received  at  the  hands  of  the  oppo- 

by  the  remissness  in  enforcing  the  sition,  he  was  surprised  that  they 

law,  by  the  connivance  at  agitation,  should  be  so  eager,  by  seeking  a 

and  the  culpable  prodigality  which  collision,     to    exasperate    passions 

had  been  shown  in  the  issue  of  which  they  ought  to  allay.    If  the 

pardons.     Colonel    Perceval    dis-  government  did  feel  the  present 

tinctly  stated  that  the  lord-lieu-  state  of  affairs  to  be  a  crisis,  it  had 

tenant  had  made  his  very  first  entry  not  been  brought  on  by  the  conser- 

into  Dublin  at  the  head  of  a  vast  vatives,  but  by  themselves.     It  had 

assemblage   who    carried    banners  not  been  the  policy  of  the  conser- 

with  the  same  mottos  as  were  borne  vatives  to  disturb  the  government. 

^  by  the  rebels  in  1798.     One  of  With  regard  to  himself,  he  might 

these  banners  was  emblazoned  with  refer  to  all  the  votes  he  had  given 

an  Irish  harp  without  a  crown,  a  during  the   present  session  up  to 

device  borrowed  from  the  days  of  Easter ;  and  it  had  not  yet  been 

the  rebellion.     He  had  stated  only  his  misfortune  to  vote  against  the 

what  he  had  seen,  and  hon.  gentle-  noble  lord  opposite.    He  was  aware 

men  might  deny  it  if  they  were  that  a  portion  of  that  house  fancied 

able.  In  the  tour  of  August,  1836,  that   the  support    of  the  conser- 

the  noble  marquess  passed  through  vatives  was  more  injurious  to  the 

Sligo ;  the  county  was  then  per-  government  than  their  opposition, 

fectly  tranquil.     On  this  visitation  This  was  not,  however,  the  fault 

he  was  attended  everywhere   by  of  the  conservatives.     They  per- 

vast    crowds    of  people,    perhaps  formed  their  duty,  and  gave,  when. 

10,000,  and  preceded  by  flags  flying,  ever    they  conscientiously    could. 

All  the  Roman  catholic  priests  and  their  support  to  the  government, 

agitatois,  and  so-called  liberals  of  On  the  other  side,  Mr.  Smith 

'      the  county,  were  there  to  welcome  O'Brien  contended  that  lord  Nor- 

'     him,  but  very  few  of  the  landed  manby  had  ameliorated  the  wretched 

>  gentry.  This  was  the  commence-  condition  of  the  people,  which  was 
<     ment  of  the  excitement  which  had  owing  to  the  mode  of  letting  land 

subsequently    prevailed  in  Sligo,  and  consolidating  farms.     It  was 

>  and  aifected  him,  as  one  of  tl^ir  stated  by  sir  W.  Somerville,  that 
■  representatives,  to  such  a  degree,  he  had  himself  applied  for  several 
*'  that  there  was  not  a  chapel  in  the  pardons  without  ever  obtaining  one. 
'  whole  county,  except  one,  in  which  Mr.  Grattan  counselled  union  and 
'  he  had  not  been  often  denounced ;  forbearance  on  all  sides  3  and  the 
^  nor  was  it  safe  for  him  to  dine  from  house,  which  had  been  thin  and 
f    his  own  home  at  a  friend's  house  inattentive,  adjourned,  at  the  mo- 

without  remaining  there  all  night,  tion  of  Mr.  Barron,  at  a  quarter  to 

[     He  mentioned  this  to  show  how  one. 

J     much  the  residents  in  Sligo  were  On  the  next  evening,  after  some 

J     indebted  to  the  government  of  lord  observations  from  Mr.  Barron,  lord 

Normanby.  Ingestrie,  and  sir  R.  Bateson,  Mn 

Mr.   I«a8celle8    supported    the  Grote  contributed  his  costly  sup* 
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port  to  the  ministry  in  tbe  follow- 
ing language: — "I  cannot  conceal 
from  myself/'  said  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, ''that  the  question  of  Irish 
executive  government  is  not  on  this 
occasion  really  put  in  issue  by  itself, 
and  upon  its  own  ground.  The 
present  vote  is  demanded  as  a  ne- 
gation of  the  censure — a  formal 
counterpoise  to  the  voice  of  the 
house  of  lords.  Such  a  decision 
implies  unavoidably  more  or  Jess  of 
general  approbation,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  on  the  morning  after 
the  division 9  all  the  partisans  of 
the  government  will  point  to  the 
majority  as  an  evidence  of  the  high 
estimation  in  which  the  cabinet  is 
held  by  the  house  of  commons  and 
the  country.  Aware,  as  I  am^  of 
the  construction  which  will  be  put 
upon  this  vote,  it  has  been  to  me  a 
matter  of  much  consideration  whe- 
ther I  could,  with  any  propriety, 
take  part  in  it.  But  I  certainly 
shall  not  do  so  without  explaining 
what  my  vote  is  intended  to  imply. 
My  vote  on  the  present  occasion 
goes  no  further  than  the  literal 
terms  of  the  resolution  proposed  by 
the  noble  lord.  I  intend  to  signify 
approbation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  the  executive  government  in 
Ireland  has  been  conducted,  and  I 
intend  nothing  more.  Others  will 
connect  with  the  expression  of  this 
opinion  a  feeling  of  esteepn  and 
concurrence  with  the  general  policy 
of  the  present  government :  I  enter- 
tain no  such  feeling,  nor  is  my  vote 
meant  to  denote  it.  Others  may 
include  among  the  reasons  of  their 
vote  a  desire  to  maintain  lord  Mel- 
bourne's government  in  office:  I 
harbour  no  such  desire  ;  I  liave  no 
belief  that  their  continuance  in 
office  is  any  benefit  to  the  nation^ 
nor  would  I  concur  in  a  vote  for 
that  purpose  if  it  were  separately 
and  specifically  proposed.    In  com* 


mon  5^ith  many  persons  desirous  of 
progressive  alteration,  I  have  ceased 
to  look  for  anv  such  reforms  at  the 
hands  of  the  present  government ; 
they  preach  the  doctrine  of  finality, 
and  what  is  that  but  a  negation  of 
all  advance — the  conservative  prin^ 
ciple  announced  in  all  its  plenitude? 
That  principle  is  now  in  the  ascen. 
dant  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
the  present  government,  and,  assu. 
redly,  could  not  be  more  predomi- 
nant than  it  is,  if  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  the  member  for  Tarn  worth, 
were  prime  minister,  with  all  the 
difficulties  and  responsibilities  of 
office  upon  his  shoulders.  For  my 
part,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  a- conser- 
vative and  a  finality  government, 
by  whomsoever  it  may  be  carried 
on ;  but  if  the  country  is  fieited  to 
experience  the  misfortune  of  having 
a  government  conducted  on  su(£ 
principles,  it  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifierence  whether  the 
premier  of  that  government  be  lord 
Melbourne  or  the  right  hon,  mem- 
ber for  Tam worth.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  gratifying  to  me  to  see 
an  efficient  liberal  ministry  at  the 
helm;  but,  if  that  be  forbidden, 
the  next  best  condition  is  to  have 
an  efficient  liberal  opposition.  At 
the  present  moment,  for  the  first 
time  in  modern  English  history, 
we  have  neither  a  liberal  ministry 
nor  a  liberal  opposition*  We  have 
a  ministry  which,  having  once 
professed  liberal  principles,  now 
neither  manifest  the  will  nor  pos« 
sess  the  power  to  accomplish  any 
thing  but  conservative  purposes; 
we  have  a  very  powerful  opposition, 
which  both  now  is  and  always  has 
been  consistently  conservative.  The 
patronage  and  emoluments  of  go- 
vernment are,  indeed,  distributed 
among  those  who  are  called  liberals, 
but  the  real  ascendant  and  infiu* 
ential  principle  of  government  is 
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that  of  the  conservative  body,  whig 
as  well  as  tory." 

As  a  balance  to  this  symptom  of 
defection  in  the  ministerial  ranks, 
we  may  present  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Gibson,  the  conservative  member 
for  Ipswich,  exhibiting  evident 
traces  of  the  insubordinate  spirit, 
which  not  long  after  reached  its 
fuller  development  in  the  open 
abandonment  of  his  former  party. 
With  regard  to  the  question  imme- 
diately before  the  house,  the  hon. 
gentleman  professed  himself  unable 
to  come  to  a  satisfactory  decision. 
If  the  appointment  of  the  lords' 
committee  were  really  a  vote  of 
censure,  he  conceived  that  ministers 
would  be  entitled  to  ask  the 
opinions  of  the  house  upon  the 
question ;  and  he  would  not  wait 
for  the  report  of  that  committee 
before  he  gave  his  own  opinion, 
which  he  lelt  himself  perfectly 
competent  to  declare,  without 
waiting  for  the  decision  of  any 
other  body.  But  it  was  a  matter 
of  much  dispute,  whether  the  step 
taken  by  the  house  of  lords  was  in 
effect  a  vote  of  censure.  Ministers 
declared  that  it  was.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  and  the  duke  of  Wellington 
denied  it.  Mr.  Lascelles  said  that 
it  went  far  on  the  road  to  censure. 
Others  held  that  it  was  a  prima 
facie  case  of  disapproval.  As  his 
parliamentary  experience  did  not 
enable  him  to  say  whether  censure 
was  or  was  not  intended,  he  should 
give  no  vote  at  all  upon  the  pre- 
liminary question. 
'  Sir  £.  L.  Bulwer  lent  his  cus- 
'  tomary  aid  to  the  ministerial  cause. 
The  hon.  baronet  was  of  opinion 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
government  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  come  down  to  the  house  of 
commons  for  an  expression  of  its 
approval  and  confidence.  It  had 
been  objected  that  this  was  a  par* 


tial  declaration ;  the  reason  was  ob- 
vious, for  a  part  only  of  their  po- 
licy had  been  made  the  subject  of 
censure.  With  regard  to  the  more 
general  question :  if  this  were  a 
proposition  for  a  general  vote  of 
confidence,  he  would  ask  his  hon. 
friend,  (Mr.  Groto)  to  point  out  in 
the  history  of  the  country  any  ad- 
ministration more  closely  identified 
with  great  and  imperishable  ameli- 
orations ;  and  called  on  him,  as  a 
practical  man,  to  vindicate  the  ele- 
ments of  any  government,  which, 
on  the  whole  would  keep  better 
faith  with  the  gradual  develope- 
ment  of  popular  civilization. 

The  speech  of  the  Irish  Solicitor- 
general,  Mr.  Pigot,  was  chiefly 
applicable  to  some  strictures  made 
on  the  preceding  evening  by  Mr, 
Emerson  Tennent.  It  was  a  charge, 
said  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  made  against  the  Irish 
government  that  they  had  forbidden 
jurymen  to  be  challenged  on  the 
ground  of  religious  opinions,  or 
any  other  reason  which  could  not 
be  specified ;  but  Mr.  Pigot  argued 
that  the  new  regulation  had  tended 
to  create  satisfaction  in  the  decision 
of  juries,  and  that  it  was  most  un- 
just that  the  public  prosecutor, 
should  be  enabled  by  the  practice 
of  unlimited  challenge,  which  was 
different  from  that  which  existed 
in  England,  to  secure,  as  in  former 
times,  juries  adverse  to  the  pri- 
soner. It  had  been  said  that  the 
government  had  abandoned  the 
right  of  reply  in  criminal  prosecu- 
tions; but  he  could  mention,  in 
disproof  of  the  assertion,  a  case  in 
which  a  Roman  Catholic  priest^ 
being  the  party  charged,  a  Roman 
Catholic  counsel  engaged  for  the 
prosecution  spoke  to  the  evidence 
against  the  culprit,  and  the  result 
was  a  conviction, . .  •  Mr.  Pigot 
then  went  into  a  defence  of  some 
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of  the  legal  and  judicial  appoint- 
roents  of  the  goyemment,  and  sub- 
sequently read  a  statement  in  figures 
drawn  from  the  returns  of  the 
inspectors  of  prisons  to  establish 
the  fact  of  a  diminution  of  offences 
since  1834. 

Mr.  Shaw  complained  that  Mr. 
Pigot  had  avoided  the  charge  made 
against  the  Irish  government  of 
indiscreet  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  mercy ;  and  he  called  parti- 
cular attention  to  the  liberation  of 
two  men,  Bremhan  and  Gahagan, 
as  furnishing  proof  that  lord  Nor« 
manby  was  more  desirous  of  grati- 
fying agitators  and  Roman  Catho« 
lie  priests  than  of  enforcing  the 
law.  He  had  slighted  the  judges 
of  the  land,  the  sentences  passed  in 
their  courts  had  been  set  aside; 
and  the  absence  of  those  officers 
from  the  levees  of  the  late  viceroy 
might  be  attributed  to  this  dis- 
respectful treatment. 

The  house  adjourned  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mor« 
gan  O'Connell,  who  opened  the 
discussion  on  Thursday  with  a 
speech  in  praise  and  defence  of 
lord  Normanby's  administration. 
The  practice  introduced  by  that 
nobleman  of  ^'calling  upon  other 
classes  besides  the  aristocratic  to 
exercise  the  duties  of  jurors,"  was 
calculated  to  give  the  people  a 
feeling  of  confidence  in  the  admi- 
nistration. For  the  amendment, 
he  could  only  look  upon  it  as  a 
simple  declaration  that  the  house 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland. 

The  house  was  then  addressed 
in  the  alternate  order  of  their  re- 
spective opinions  by  Mr.  J.  Young, 
sir  David  Roche,  sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Mr.  William  Roche,  Mr. 
Plumptre,  Mr.  Redington^  and  sir 
r.  Trench. 


Mr.  Hume  supported  the  mo- 
tion, reserving  his  opinion  upon 
the  general  policy  uf  the  cabinet. 
Mr.  Lfofroy  then  entered  into  a 
defence  of  brd  Lorton's  conduct  to 
his  tenants,  but  was  shortly  ob- 
liged to  sit  down  amid  cries  of 
*'  question." 

Lord  Morpeth  then  rose^  saying 
he  felt  it  impossible  to  remain  si* 
lent,  although,  having  so  recently 
gone  into  a  vast  numbet  of  statis- 
tical details,  he  should  now  for  the 
most  part,  confine  himself  to  gene- 
ral principles  and  broad  results. 
He  had  no  cause  to  quarrel  with 
the  tone  of  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  which  formed  a  strik** 
ing  contrast  to  those  which  the 
house  was  often  destined  to  hear 
upon  Irish  subjects;  and  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  the  entire  debate 
had  been  conducted  with  less  acer- 
bity than  such  questions  usually 
produced.  Lord  Morpeth  then  pro- 
ceeded to  justify  the  government 
in  bringing  forward  the  motion  on 
which  the  debate  was  founded. 
The  animus  of  those  who  appointed 
the  committee  in  the  lords,  and 
several  speeches  which  had  been 
delivered  from  the  opposition 
benches  in  the  house  of  commons, 
clearly  proved  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  was  held 
equivalent  to  a  vote  of  censure, 
although  sir  Robert  Peel  had  de- 
nied that  such  was  the  intention  of 
the  lords.  That  resolution  had  been 
framed  in  the  true  party  spirit  of 
carping  and  invidious  crimination. 
It  fixed  its  implied  condemnation 
on  the  men  who  had  administered 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  during  a  spe« 
dfied  period;  whereas  lord  John 
Russell's  resolution  left  the  expres- 
sion of  confidence  to  apply  to  all  to 
whom  it  might  be  due.  It  had 
been  asked  why  he  had  huoseif 
complied  with  Mr.  Sh«w*f  wuuoa 
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for  papers  to  illustrate  the  state  of 
crime  in  Ireland  :  but  that  motion 
was  carried  in  a  thin  and  careless 
house  of  forty  members^  to  be  con- 
ducted  by  a  committee  composed  of 
materials  he  need  not  describe— 

'*  If,  said  the  noble  viscount,  the 
house  of  lords  and  the  gentlemen 
opposite  really  and  actually  be- 
lieved that  any  portion  of  the  big 
words  of  charge  and  crimination, 
with  which  they  are  pleased  to 
fill  their  mouths — [_Great  laughter 
and  cheering]'^were  capable  of 
being  substantiated,  the  impropriety 
of  the  late  course  of  proceeding 
would  appear  in  colours  infinitely 
more  glaring ;  for  enough  has  been 
stated  twenty  times  over  to  war^ 
rant,  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
impeachments. 

But  if  so  grave  a  view  were  taken 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  lords, 
why  did  nut  ministers  resign?  It 
would  have  been  a  fair  subject  for 
consideration,  and  he  was  not  sure 
whether  it  was  not  the  most  de-* 
bateable  point  on  which  ministers 
had  to  decide ;  but,  considering 
the  support  lord  Melbourne  had  re- 
ceived from  the  house  of  commons, 
he  thought  it  more  respectful  to 
ascertain  whether  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  who  (»lled  the 
present  minbters  into  power,  still 
sided  with  them,  or  had  determined 
to  join  their  opponents.  With 
respect  to  the  liberation  of  prison* 
ers  by  the  lord-lieutenant,  all  cases 
of  this  description  had  occurred  in 
1836.  They  had  been  the  subject 
of  prolonged  explanations.  Neither 
house  thought  it  necessary  to  take 
any  step  in  the  matter.  Whether 
the  experiment  had  failed  or  not^ 
it  had  never  been  repeated.  Was 
it,  asked  lord  Morpeth,  rei^ionding 
to  the  significant  cheers  of  the 
opposition,  an  ofience  that  it  had 
pot  been  repeat^  ?-«Wa8  Ibat  tfaQ 


matter  with  which  thejgovernment 
were  now  charged?  \j  No,  no/'] 
Then  what  was  the  meaning  of 
the  shouts  with  which  he  had  been 
met?  But  so  it  was  the  other 
night.  His  noble  friend  was  sneered 
at  for  calling  their  attention  to  the 
conduct  which  the  lord* lieutenant 
pursued  subsequent  to  the  period 
when  the  subject  last  came  before 
parliament.  It  seemed,  indeed,  that 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy  was  the  only  subject  upon 
which  no  statute  of  limitation  was 
to  run,  the  only  crime  which  was 
inexpiable  and  not  to  be  forgiven." 
[  Great  cheering,'] 

Lord  Morpeth  explained  at  great 
length  the  two  cases  adduced  by 
Mr.  Shaw  as  proof  of  the  improper 
exercise  of  the  pardoning  power. 
He  asserted  that  in  both,  the  lord- 
lieutenant  acted  with  great  consi- 
deration, and  on  the  well-consider- 
ed advice  of  the  law-officers  of  the 
crown. 

The  most  instructive  portion, 
however,  of  the  noble  secretary's 
speech  consisted  in  the  communi- 
cations respecting  the  price  of  land 
in  Ireland,  which  he  had  procured 
from  some  of  the  leading  land 
agents,  as  an  effectual  test  of  the 
statements  which  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  insecurity  of 
life  and  property.  We  give  some 
of  the  results  of  this  enquiry. 

It  was  stated  by  Messrs.  Blakeney 
of  Gal  way  that  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  from  thence  till  within  the 
last  five  years,  land  in  that  county 
and  neighbourhood  had  been  inva- 
riably valued  at  twenty  years'  pur- 
chase. Since  the  latter  period,  and 
up  to  the  present  time,  land  had 
been  advancing  in  value,  and  now 
rated  as  high  as  twenty-five  yearai* 
purchase,  and  in  some  instances 
twenty-seven  years'  purchase  bad 
been  obtained* 
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Mr.  Drew  Atkin^  who  had  been 
professionally  engaged  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  in  the  purchase  and 
sales  of  land  to  a  large  amount  in 
the  counties  of  Cork^  Limerick, 
and  Tipperary,  stated  that  fifteen 
years  ago,  lands  usually  sold  for 
from  sixteen  and  a  half  to  eighteen 
years'  purchase.  Ten  years  ago 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  years'  pur- 
chase. Five  years  ago  twenty  years' 
purchase  might  be  consider^  the 
standard  value.  At  the  present 
time  from  twenty- two  to  twenty- 
three  and  a  half  years'  purchase 
was  required,  and  from  twenty-one 
to  twenty-two  years  purchase  freely 
given.  Mr.  Atkin  further  observed 
that  this  sudden  advance  in  the 
value  of  land  was  referred  to  the 
tranquillity  produced  by  the  recent 
enactments  in  respect  of  tithes  (al- 
though not  considered  a  final  mea- 
sure), and  the  experience  of  the 
probable  working  of  the  poor-laws 
in  Ireland. 

Another  agent,  Mr.  Carsland,  de« 
posed  that  land  had  risen  in  value 
durinjg  the  last  fifteen  years  all 
over  Ireland.  In  some  counties, 
however,  the  increase  had  been 
much  greater  than  in  others.  In 
Dublin,  Carlow,  Wicklow,  Wex- 
ford, Tyrone,  Deny,  Longford, 
Monaghan,  part  of  Cavan,  Down, 
Louth,  Armagh,  Fermanagh,  and 
Antrim,  the  price  of  land  had  in- 
creased from  three  to  four  years' 
purchase  in  the  last  fifteen  years. 
In  these,  and  especially  the  five 
last  mentioned  counties,  where 
estates  had  been  in  great  demand 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  well  cir- 
cumstanced property  would  bring 
from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  years' 
purchase.  In  Down  good  estates 
readily  brought  thirty-two  or  thirty- 
three  years'  purchase,  which  was 
equal  to  the  average  value  of  fee 
simple  property  in  the  best  parts 


of  England.  In  the  remaining 
counties  estates  taken  generally, 
sold  for  twenty  to  twenty-two 
years*  purchase,  in  the  case  of  those 
which  were  let  at  moderate  rents, 
and  not  over-crowded  with  tenants. 

Again,  Mr.  Donnehey,  of  Dub- 
lin, pledged  himself  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  following  statements 
of  the  rise  in  the  shares  of  different 
public  companies.  On  the  arrival 
of  lord  Normanby,  the  shares  of 
the  mining  company  were  selling 
at  63  per  cent,  discount ;  at  the 
time  of  his  departure,  they  had 
risen  to  a  premium  of  93.  In  the 
same  interval,  patriotic  insurance 
shares  had  advanced  16^  per  cent; 
national  insurance  shares  13  per 
cent ;  city  of  Dublin  steam  com- 
pany shares,  16|  per  cent. ;  and 
Hibernian  bank  stock,  llj  per 
cent.  On  the  paid  up  capital; 
while  grand  canal  stock  had  ad- 
vanced 41,  I2s,  6d,  per  share,  4 
per  cent,  canal  debentures,  3/.  15s. 
per  share,  and  6  per  cent  canal 
debentures,  1/.  5s.  per  share. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  number  of 
depositors  and  the  amount  of  de- 
posits in  the  savings  banks  through- 
out the  country,  had  greatly  in- 
creased. In  the  North-street  bank 
alone  the  depositors  had  in- 
creased one- third,  while  the  depo- 
sits were  in  a  still  higher  ratio. 

**  And  now,"  said  lord  Mor« 
peth,  in  his  rather  imprudent 
peroration,  **  whatever  be  the  im- 
port of  this  demonstration  of  the 
lords,  whether  it  be  a  mere  exhi- 
bition of  impotent  hostility,  or 
according  to  what  I  must  believe 
to  be  the  more  accurate  view  of 
the  case,  amount  to  no  less  than 
an  attempt  to  supersede  us  in  the 
due  conduct  and  controul  of  the 
executive  government  of  Ireland, 
we  are,  at  all  events,  determined 
to  have  this  point  cleared  up ;  we 
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will  not  accept  your  commentaries,  The  remainder  of  the  speech 
nor  your  gloss,  nor  your  pallia-  consisted  chiefly  of  charges  against 
tions.  We  will  leave  no  room  for  the  late  lieutenant,  of  misuse  of 
ambiguity.  We  have  had  enough  patronage,  and  encouragement  of 
of  partial  attacks  and  isolated  agitation.  These  were  put  for- 
cbarges — of  innuendoes  and  abuse  ward  with  his  customaiy  force  and 
— of  motions  for  papers  here  and  spirit,  by  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
for  committees  theie.  We  now  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  sum- 
come  for  a  direct,  and  unequivocal  mary  of  this  multitude  of  uncon- 
opinion  at  your  hands  ;  we  will  nected  materials, 
take  no  low  ground  -,  we  will  ex-  Mr.  Duncombe  moved  the  fur« 
ist  no  longer  on  sufferance.  {^Loud  ther  adjournment  of  the  house, 
cheers  from  the  opposition  benches,"]  and,  on  the  next  evening,  proposed 
We  tell  you  that  we  will  not  put  the  amendment  of  which  he  had 
up  with  passive  acquiescence,  or  given  notice,  in  the  hope,  as  he 
bare  endurance.  We  will  not  be  expressed  it,  "  in  the  scramble  of 
even  contented  with  acquittal,  of  parties,  of  getting  something 
My  noble  friend  asks  you  this  for  the  people."  The  ministeri^ 
night  for  a  direct,  downright  vote  resolution,  he  admitted,  was  a  good 
of  approbation.  In  the  name  of  one,  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough, 
the  Irish  government,  and  of  the  The  wliigs,  he  was  aware,  would 
whole  government,  as  implicated  oppose  him,  but  were  they  acting 
in  its  Irish  policy,  I  assert  fear-  upon  the  principles  of  Mr.  Fox, 
lessly  that  we  have  deserved  well  the  god  of  their  idolatry  ?  Was 
of  our  country.  This  is  a  convic-  Mr.  Fox  a  finality  man.^  That 
tion  which  no  taunts  of  yours  can  great  whig  leader  would  never 
lessen  the  force  of ;  and,  upon  this  have  stopped  short,  saying,  we 
issue  I  call  you,  the  representa^  have  got  a  constitution  which  shall 
tives  of  the  empire,  to  come  this  not  be  altered, 
night  to  the  vote.  [Long  con-  Sir  George  Sinclair  then  deli- 
tinued  cheers. "J  vered  a  very  clever  and  amusing. 
Sir  James  Graham,  who  fol-  but  rather  a  desultory  speech, 
lowed  lord  Morpeth,  complained,  We  select,  almost  at  random,  the 
that  he  had  not  succeeded  in  as-  following  passage  on  the  public 
certainiug  from  the  language  held  €Stimation  of  the  house  of  com- 
by  ministers,  what  their  real  oh-  mons.  ^*  It  is  alleged,"  said  the 
ject  was  in  bringing  forward  this  hon.  baronet,  '*  that  we  display  no 
motion.  If  by  such  means,  they  energy^  and  dispatch  no  business ; 
thought  to  prop  up^their  tottering  that  we  say  little  that  is  worth 
cabinet,  the  attempt  would  fail  sayhig,  and  do  little  that  is  worth 
Men  looked  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  doing  ;  that  country  gentlemen 
cordial  given  to  a  dying  man,  but  were  never  summoned  to  so  little 
none  could  hope  that  it  would  purpose  in  the  month  of  February 
sustain  the  patient  long.  Minis-  from  their  families  and  their  fire- 
ters  were  doomed  to  fall  —  not  sides ;  that  we  are  chiefly  notori- 
from  any  hostile  effort  of  the  oppo-  ous  for  the  intolerable  length  of 
sition,  but  from  an  honest  division  our  speeches,  and  the  interminable 
of  opinion  among  their  own  sup-  adjournment  of  our  debates ;  that 
porters,  upon  questions  of  great  whilst  the  ministers  have  kept 
national  importance* ,  back   everything   important^    the 
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conservatives  bave  brought  forward 
notbing  aggressive ;  in  short,  the 
relative  position  of  the  two  great 
parties  has  been  compared  to  that 
of  the  French  and  English  guards 
at  one  of  the  battles  in  the  seven 
years*  war,  who,  on  that  occasion, 
treated  each  other  with  a  some, 
what  unseasonable  ceremonious- 
ness,  and  began  by  interchanging 
bows  instead  of  bullets,  until  the 
French  exclaimed,  in  the  exuber- 
ance of  their  national  politeness, 
*  Gentlemen  of  the  English  guards 
pray  be  pleased  to  take  the  first 
fire.'  There  appears  to  have  been, 
during  the  early  part  of  this  ses- 
sion, a  similar  unwillingness  to 
strike  the  first  blow  ;  but  this 
iuez  les  premiers  system  is^  at  last^ 
come  to  a  dose.  The  whole  coun- 
try nauseates  the  very  name  of 
reformed  parliaments,  and  is  loudly 
complaining  of  the  lamentable  and 
almost  laughable  inefiiciency  with 
which  public  business  has  been 
transacted  in  these  assemblies.  It 
is  with  great  truth  asserted,  that 
we  have  been  more  lavish  of  pub- 
lic money,  more  indifferent  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  more  neglectful  of  the 
public  interests,  than  our  much 
calumniated  predecessors.  The 
general  opinion  is,  that  her  majes- 
ty's ministers  do  nothing,  the  radi- 
cals help  them,  and  the  conserva- 
tives look  on.  And  why  this 
evasive  and  temporizing  policy  ? 
Merelv  in  order  that  ministers 
may  continue,  until  the  latest  pos- 
sible moment,  at  all  hazards,  and 
at  any  price,  to  enjoy  the  loaves  of 
place,  and  to  distribute  the  fishes  of 
patronage." 

Mr.  Ingham,  who  had  hitherto 
passed  for  a  conservative,  declared 
his  approbation  of  lord  Normanby*s 
administration^  and  his  determin- 
ation to  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Hobhouse  spoke  for- 


cibly in  favour  of  the  resolution. 
One  of  the  most  effective  speeches 
of  the  debate  proceeded  from  Mr. 
Leader,  who  said,  he  gave  his  re- 
luctant adhesion  on  this  occasion 
to  the  motion  taken  in  its  most 
restricted  sense,  only  lest  he  should 
seem  to  evince  any  hostility  to  the 
Irish  people.  He  took  this  course 
the  more  reluctantly,  from  the 
conviction,  that  notwithstanding 
the  narrow  ground  upon  which 
the  debate  had  been  conducted, 
the  government,  when  they  had 
obtained  the  small  majority  which 
awaited  them,  would  take  credit 
for  a  general  vote  of  confidence, 
and  give  circulation  to  that  opinion. 
If  such  was  their  fancy,  whence 
did  they  gather  that  presumption  ? 
Did  they  pretend  to  the  confidence 
of  the  great  party  opposite^  who 
lent  them  from  time  to  time  their 
indispensable  aid  at  the  price  of 
undisguised  contempt  ?  Could 
they,  on  the  other  hand^  imagine, 
that  they  found  any  favour  with 
the  radicals  in  that  house^  because 
they  lent  them  an  accidental  sup- 
port against  the  conservatives  ? 
No — the  only  quarter  in  which 
they  could  look  for  countenance 
was  the  Irish  party.  But  did  even 
these  extend  their  approval  to  the 
legislative  measures  of  the  minis- 
try? Were  they  satisfied  with 
the  disreputable  abandonment  of 
the  appropriation  clause  ?  Or 
were  they  able  to  discover  in  the 
precursor  society  any  consolatory 
considerations?  All  the  influen- 
tial classes  of  the  kingdom  were 
alienated  from  this  administration. 
From  the  gentry  they  had  notori- 
ously nothing  to  expect ;  they  had 
disgusted  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests by  their  demeanour  on  the 
com -laws.  In  no  meeting  of  the 
working  classes  in  any  town  in  the 
land,   would  a   supporter  of  the 
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government   be  for  one  moment  hon.  member  for  Tamworth  is  con« 

tolerated  ;  and  the  event  of  the  tented  with  power  without  place 

recent    elections    at  Carlow  and  or  patronage,  and  the  whigs  are 

North  Devon  was  in  keeping  with  contented  with  place  and  patron- 

this  picture.  What,  then,  remained  age  without  power.     Let  any  hon- 

for  them — the  Irish  members  upon  ourable  man  say  which  is  the  more 

strictly  Irish  questions,  and  their  honourable  position."  ^Mr,  Leader 

own  whig  placemen  in  that  house,  then  sat  down  amid  the  plaudits  o^ 

How,    then,    it    might    well    be  the  opposite  party.'] 

asked,  do  they  still  continue  to  ex-  So  large  a  portion  of  the  speech 

ist  ?  •*  Because,"  said  Mr.  Leader,  of  Mr.  Shiel  was  directed  to  meet 

"  the  hon.    gentlemen     opposite,  the  several  charges  against    lord 

are  not  yet  ready  for  office,   or,  Normanby,  which   have   been  so 

it  may  be,  do  not  like  the  aspect  often  reproduced  in  the  course  of 

of  the  political  horizon,  or  do  not  these  long   discussions,    that    we 

choose,    for   other    reasons,    best  shall    confine   our  notice    to   his 

known  to  themselves,  to  exercise  very  eloquent  peroration.     **  You 

their  unquestionable  power.     But,  would    inquire, "   he    exclaimed, 

above  all,   the  radicals  have  not  'Mnto  the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland, 

yet  made  up  their  minds  to  join  in  Spare  yourselves  that  superfluous 

a  vote  which  would  restore  them  labour — ^let  your  wonder  cease.    If 

to  the  ministerial  benches.     What  any  other  country  had  been  go- 

a  miserable  position,"  exclaimed  the  vemed  as  you  have  governed  us, 

hon.  member, "  for  a  government  to  would  not  the  results  have  been 

be  in !     The  noble  secretary  for  the  same  with  those  presented  by 

Ireland  had   declared  last  night,  that  island  for  whose  guilt  as  well 

that  the  government  was  deter-  as  misfortunes  it  ought  to  occur  to 

mined    to  exist  no   longer,    *  on  you  to  hold  yourselves  responsible  ? 

sufferance.'     **  I   say,"  said    Mr.  Take  any  country — take,  if  you 

Leader,  '*  that  they  have  remained  please,  that  of  the  hon.   member 

in  power  these  two  years  on  suffer-  for   Kilmarnock,  who  is  making 

ance.     I  say  more— that  they  ex-  notes  of  what  I  am  uttering  —  I 

ist  this  moment  by  the  sufferance  will   furnish    him     materials  for 

of  ten  or  twelve  men  ;  and  that  if  a  reply,  by  enquiring  of  him,  or  of 

ten  or  twelve  of  those  sitting  on  any  Scottish  gentleman  who  hears 

this  side,   were    to  join  the  hon.  me,  what  would  have    been  the 

gentlemen    opposite,    they  would  fate  of  his  own  prosperous  nation, 

cease  to  be  a  government.     I  say,  under  the  application  of  such  po- 

moreover,  that  if  a  general  vote  licy  as  has  been  adopted  towards 

of  want  of  confidence  were   pro-  that  ill-fated  country,  whose  cala- 

))osed,  more  than  ten  or  twelve  on  mitous     condition    you    are   now 

this  side,  would  support  that  vote  lamenting.  I  would  ask  if  Scotland 

against  the  government.     In  what  had  been    portioned    out  by   the 

position,  then,  is  the  government  sword  of  military  rapine,  among 

placed  ?      Why,  the    right    hon.  merciless   adventurers  —  if,    after 

member  for    Tamworth    governs  the  work  of  robbery  was  done,  a 

England.     The  hon.  and  learned  code  for  the   debasement   of    the 

member  for  Dublin  governs  Ire-  presbyterian  population  had  been 

lane.     The  whigs  govern  nothing  enacted — if  the  presbyterians    of 

but   Downing-street.     The  right  Scotland  had  not  only    been  de- 
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spoiled  of  their  property,  but  de- 
prived of  all  power  to  acquire  any — 
if  tbey  had  been  shut  out  of  every 
honourable  employment.  If  they 
had  been  spoliated  of  every  politi- 
cal franchise— deprived  of  educa- 
tion— and  brought  down  to  a  state 
of  worse  than  feudal  vassalage  ;-— 
and  if,  moreover,  all  these  legis- 
lative atrocities  had  been  perpe- 
trated under  the  pretence  of 
maintaining  an  episcopal  establish- 
ment among  a  degraded  Calvinistic 
people — ^have  you  any  doubt-— 
can  even  the  member  for  Kilmar- 
nock disbelieve  that  Scotland  would 
now  present  to  tory  orators  a  field 
no  less  desolate  for  their  mournful 
expatiation  ? 

'^  Inquire,  forsooth  into  the  state 
of  Ireland  since  1835  I— no  sir  ; 
but  from  the  day  on  which  to  ra- 
pacity, to  cruelty,  to  degradation, 
to  oppression  by  which  the  wise  are 
maddened,  our  wretched  island  was 
surrendered — from  that  day  to  this 
hour  let  your  inquiry  be  extended, 
and  you  may  then  learn,  that  it  is 
not  at  the  door  of  lord  Normanby 
that  Irish  atrocities  are  to  be  laid, 
but  that  they  should  be  deposited 
at  your  father's  graves,  that  the 
long  inheritance  of  their  guilt 
should  descend  upon  you.  And 
you  think,"  cried  this  impassioned 
speaker,  "  to  plant  your  feet  upon 
our  neck. — Ha!  be  not  too  sure 
of  that!  We  are  no  more  what 
once  we  were — no  nation,  but  a 
mere  degraded  populace.  An  un- 
exampled change  has  fallen  upon 
those  mighty  numbers,  who  in 
progressive  recovery  from  the  ef- 
fects of  conquest,  rapine,  and  op- 
pression, have  brought  to  bear  upon 
a  tyranny,  once  deemed  as  irresist- 
ble  as  it  was  remorseless,  the 
resources  which  nothing  but  a 
cause  just  beyond  all  others  in  the 
sight  of  heaven,  and  the  deepest 


consciousness  of  the  heart  of  man 
could  supply ;  and  after  a  struggle, 
of  which  the  fame  should  be  as  im- 
perishable as  the  results  are  ever- 
lasting, by  dint  of  energetic 
resolution,  and  union  indissoluble, 
have  won  from  their  antagonists 
their  irrevocable  freedom.  Theseare 
they  that  following  up  that  noble 
event  in  no  unworthy  spirit,  be- 
came the  auxiliaries  of  their  Bri- 
tish fellow  citizens  in  another 
great  achievement,  and  now  de- 
manding equality  as  its  only  alter- 
native, and  putting  in  for  that 
equality  a  justly  imperative  requi- 
sition, stand  before  you  in  one  vast 
array,  in  which  with  increasing 
numbers,  increasing  wealth,  increa- 
sing intelligence,  and  consolidated 
power  are  associated,  and  offer  to 
your  most  solemn  thoughts  a  series 
of  reflections,  which  should  teach 
you  to  beware  of  collision  with  the 
Irish  people.^' 

Mr.  Colquhoun  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  obtain  a  hearing,  when, 
after  an  attempt  of  a  few  minutes, 
he  resumed  his  seat  The  speaker 
put  the  question,  and  upon  this,  as 
Mr.  O'Conuell  who  was  expected 
to  speak,  gave  no  token  of  any  in- 
tention then  to  rise,  lord  Stanley 
addressed  himself  to  the  debate. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pub- 
lic comparing  the  course  of  the 
two  houses  of  parliament,  were 
likely  to  approve  that  of  the  lords, 
who  had  inquired  before  they 
would  judge,  and  to  disapprove 
that  of  the  commons,  who  were 
leaping  to  Judgment  without  in- 
quiry, in  a  manner  at' once  hasty 
and  weak,  unjustifiable,  and  inef- 
fectual. After  reading  some  let- 
ters, one  from  a  Roman  Catholic 
gentleman,  depicting  in  strong  but 
sober  colours,  the  misery  and  inse- 
curity of  various  parts  of  Ireland ; 
he  said  that  he  was  far  from  im« 
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pudng  those  evils  as  crimes  of  the 
government,   but    that    he   could 
hardly  think  it  unpardonable  in  the 
brds  to  have  deemed  them  deser- 
ving of  inquiry.    It  was  not  strange 
that  they  should  wish  for  investi- 
gation when  they  found  agrarian 
disturbance  and  political  agitation 
thus  moving  hand  in  hand.     In 
eleven  counties  of  Ireland^  exclu- 
sive of  Tipperary,  he  found,  within 
a  twelvemonth,  277  committals  for 
murder,  the  cases  of  manslaughter 
not  being  comprehended  in   that 
number ;    but,  of  the  whole  277, 
only  three  were  followed  by  con- 
victions.    In  such  a  state  of  things 
he  could  not  say  with  the  resolu- 
tion^ that  the  law  had  been  eifect- 
ually     administered.       Still    less 
could  he  aver  that  any  such  good 
had  been  produced  by  the  principles 
of  the  present  government.     They 
had  not  even  specified  what  those 
principles  were.     It  had  been  said 
in  the  debate,  that  lord  Normanby 
had  introduced  a  new  principle  into 
the  criminal  law — of  governing  by 
affection  without  fear.     New,  in- 
deed, to  exclude  the  fear  of  pun- 
ishment  from   the  criminal  law  ! 
Another  principle  of  lord  Norman- 
hy's  government  was  said  to  be  the 
distribution  of  office  without  refer- 
ence to  religious  opinions.     Why^ 
that  was  not  peculiar  to  lord  Nor- 
mtnby's  government:     since    the 
Roman   Catholic  relief  bill  every 
government  had  acted,  and  every 
government  must  act,  upon  that 
impartial  rule.     He  himself,  when 
secretary  for  Ireland,  had  promoted 
Mr.  Perrin,  Mr.  O'Loghlen,  Mr. 
Woulfe,  and  Mr.  O'Connell,  with 
reference  solely  to  their  professional 
claims.     This  vote,   when  agreed 
to,  would  be  of  no  value  to  the  go- 
Termnent.     It  would  have  no  ope- 
ration at  all  on  the  lords ;    and  on 
the  character  of  the  commons  it 
VojL.  LXXXI, 


would  produce  a  bad  one,  by  evin. 
cing  a  want  of  common  prudence* 
The  majority  by  whom  it  would 
be  carried  would  be  a  very  small 
one— less  than  the  number  of  the 
official  members  in  the  house— and 
it  would  be  obtained  only  by  the 
aid  of  unwilling  friends  and  hard 
taskmasters. 

Mr.  O'Connell  no  longer  embar<« 
rassedby  the  apprehension  of  having 
lord  Stanley  in  his  rear^  rose  at 
length,  amid  cries  of  "question." 
After  making  a  disparaging  compar« 
ison  of  that  noble  lord  with  the  mem- 
ber for  Tipperary,  whom  he  had  at- 
tempted to  answer,  and  indulging  in 
violent  personalities  against  Mr. 
Plumtre,  who  had  spoken  in  severe 
terms  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy, 
the  hon.  member  proceeded  to  the 
defence  of  the  Irish  executive.  He 
went  over  a  good  deal  of  ground — 
but  the  orations  of  Mr.  O'Connell 
are  usually  more  distinguished  by 
animated  but  incoherent,  invective, 
than  by  accuracy  of  statements,  or 
closeness  of  argument,  and  the  pre- 
sent occasion  cannot  be  excepted 
from  the  general  rule. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  attempted 
to  speak  but  was  forced  to  sit  down 
again  by  the  shouts  of  *'  divide  ** 
and  "  question. "  Lord  John 
Russell  then  replied. 

The  house  divided  on  sir  Robert 
Peel's  amendment.  The  numbers 
in  favour  of  it  being  296  ;  against 
318;  majority  22. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  declined  dividing 
on  the  original  motion.  The  divi- 
sion was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dun- 
combers  rider.  For  81;  against 
299:   majority  218. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  after 
proposing  that  the  paragraph  in  the 
Queen's  speech,  relating  to  the 
Irish  municipal  corporations  should 
be  read  j  lord  Morpeth  again 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
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for  the  regulation  of  those  institu- 
tions in  Ireland. 

The  main  point  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  houses  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session  was  the  amount 
of  the  franchise ;  and  it  will  be 
remembered^  that  the  house  of 
lords  proposed  that  this  should  be 
acquired  by  the  occupation  for 
twelve  months  of  a  tenement  of 
the  value  of  10/.  to  be  made  up  of 
the  sum  at  which  it  was  rated  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  taken  toge. 
ther  with  the  amount  of  the  land- 
lord's repairs  and  landlord's  insu- 
rance. The  lower  house,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  the  bill  was  sent 
back,  proposed  that  the  occupation 
of  a  tenement  rated  at  the  net  an« 
nual  value  of  8Z.  for  six  months, 
should  confer  the  qualification  in 
question.  This  franchise  it  was 
proposed  to  retain  in  the  present 
measure;  and  the  only  materia) 
difference  between  this  bill  and  the 
project  of  1838,  as  amended  finally 
by  the  commons,  consisted  in  the 
provision  which  was  now  made  for 
the  eventual  adoption  of  the  En- 
glish franchise.  Lord  Morpeth 
proposed,  that  in  whatever  town, 
otherwise  competent  to  receive  such 
institutions,  the  poor  law  act  should 
have  been  in  operation  for  three 
years,  all  persons  resident  for  that 
period^  and  rated  to  any  amount, 
should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
election  of  municipal  officers.  No 
alteration  was  made  in  the  method 
of  appointing  sheriffs.  The  town 
council  were  to  transmit  a  list  of 
these  persons  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
who  might  select  one.  Should  he  dis- 
approve of  all  these,  another  list 
was  to  be  sent  in  to  him,  and  in 
case  of  hb  refusal,  to  nominate  a 
person  out  of  the  second  list ;  it 
would  then  be  competent  to  him  to 
make  the  appointment  himself. 

Schedule    A,    containing    the 


towns  in  which  corporations  were 
to  be  established^  remained  the 
same. 

With  regard  to  schedule  B,  which 
enumerated  the  towns  to  whidi 
municipal  institutions  might  be 
granted  on  petition  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, it  was  proposed,  that  with- 
out the  signatures  of  an  absolute 
majority,  the  crown  might  estab- 
lish corporations  in  th«e  plaee% 
as  well  as  in  any  other  town  of 
3,000  inhabitants,  in  which  there 
might  be  a  number  (^  persons  oc- 
cupying premises  at  not  less  than 
4/.  per  annum,  sufficient  to  make 
up  a  constituency. 

When  the  bill  eame  to  a  second 
reading  on  the  8th  of  March,  it 
met  with  the  opposition  of  several 
of  the  more  uneompromising  c^ 
the  conservative  party.  It  was 
however  eventually  carried  thfoi^ 
Uiis  stage  by  a  majotity  of  Ss> 
by  the  aid  of  lord  Stanley  and  sir 
Robert  Peel.  The  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet, on  this  occasion^  made  sonie 
sensible  observations  with  r^ard 
to  the  unconceding  demeanour 
which  some  of  his  party  thouffht 
it  their  duty  to  assume.  He 
wished  it  were  in  his  power  to 
take  that  course  which  was  open 
to  some  of  his  hon.  friends  to  take  ■ 
that  is,  to  act  upon  what  were 
called  exactly  consistent  prind-* 
pies,  and  give  their  individual 
votes  against  any  change  what* 
ever.  That  certainly  was  a  course 
exceedingly  convenient,  and  ex- 
ceedingly acceptable  to  those  who 
could  follow  it.  But  those  who 
were  honoured — and  he  felt  it  the 
greatest  honour  that  could  be  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  public  life» 
infinitely  greater  than  the  most 
distinguished  rank  or  office— those 
who  were  honoured  with  the  con- 
fidence of  the  leading  gentlemen, 
of  England,  in  the  most  powerful 
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party  that  ever  acted  in  oppoution 
to  a  government,  could  not  take 
that  convenient  course.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  great  influence  and 
deep  responsibility  of  his  position, 
was  the  obligation  to  consider  com- 
prdiensively  the  whole  state  of 
the  country,  and  the  difficulties 
which  environed  the  settlement 
of  t^  question  that  called  for 
their  deeuion.  However  desirable 
it  might  be,  systematically  to  ad- 
here to  an  opinion,  to  express  no 
sentiment  at  variance  with  those 
formerly  entertained,  and  how- 
ever convenient  it  might  be  for 
individuals  to  think,  that  they  had 
always  pursued  the  same  course, 
it  was  imposmble  for  a  great  party 
to  risk  the  loss  of  public  confi- 
dence by  refusing  ilny  modifica- 
tion in  their  opinioh,  which  per- 
plexitief  in  puUio  affairs  might 
render  advisable. 

The  IhII  was  committed  pro 
forma,  on  the  19th  of  April,  after 
unacoouhtaUe  delays  and  postpone- 
ments, in  order  to  receive  an  addi« 
tion  of  thirty-four  clauses,  which 
should  have  made  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal measure,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July  the  house  at  length  went  into 
committee  upon  clause  20,  section 
C.  the  most  debateable  feature  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  Shaw  proposed,  on 
this  occasion,  that  the  words  of 
this  clause  from  the  word  ''that" 
to  the  word  '*  provided,"  should  be 
left  out,  and  an  amended  form  in* 
trodnced.  The  efiect  of  this  in- 
sertion was  to  introduce  a  10/. 
qualification  which  had  been  the 
ultimatum  of  this  party  in  the 
preceding  session,  and  to  extend 
the  term  of  occupancy  from  six 
nMmtfas  to  twelve,  that  of  resi- 
dence from  three  to  six,  while  it 
linnted  the  time  for  the  payment 
of  arrears  of  taxes,  from  six  to 
three  months. 


Lord  Morpeth  declared  his  in- 
tention to  adhere  to  the  plan  of 
adopting  an  8/.  franchise  for  three 
years,  and  of  introducing  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  a  franchise 
similar  to  that  existing  in  Eng- 
land. In  fixing  this  rate,  they 
said  they  had  been  guided  by  the 
consideration,  that  it  was  the 
tendency  of  every  system  of  rating 
to  produce  a  return  lower  than 
the  actual  valae  of  the  property 
rated,  and  they  hoped,  also,  to  at. 
tain  greater  accuracy,  by  the 
poor  -  law  valuations.  Under 
this  impression  it  had  not  been 
thought  expedient  to  screw  up 
the  franchise  up  to  the  amount 
which  had  been  proposed  in  the 
absence  of  the  same  means 
of  exact  estimation,  especially 
when  it  was  considered,  that  no 
deduction  from  the  required  amount 
of  an  8Z.  franchise,  was  to  be 
made  in  respect  of  landlords'  re- 
pairs or  insurance.  Lord  Morpeth 
said  he  also  anticipated  the  best 
effect  from  the  eventual  assimila- 
tion of  the  franchises. 

Lord  Eliot  who  acts  independ- 
ently of  his  party  on  this  ques- 
tion, renewed  the  expression  of 
his  regret  at  the  apparent  disposi- 
tion to  sacrifice  a  second  opportu* 
nity  of  determining  this  subject 
for  a  point  of  difference  so  in- 
significant. The  usual  deductions 
made  by  valuers  of  land  in  Eng- 
land, averaged  from  seven  to  four- 
teen per  cent.  He  would  take  it 
then  at  ten  per  cent.  It  followed 
said  the  noble  lord,  that  the  only 
diversity  between  the  rival  pro- 
posals, amounted  to  no  more  than 
1/.  upon  the  qualification ;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  noble  lord  pro- 
posed a  franchise  of  8/. ;  while  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Shaw  gave  one 
of  9/.  Was  it  worth  their  while 
to  squabble  about  such  a  point  ? 
G  2 
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Sergeant  Jackson  supported  Mr. 
Shaw's  amendment. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  then  observed, 
that  he  had  last  year  proposed  a 
10/.  qualification  subject  to  the 
charges  specified,  less  in  confor- 
mity with  his  own  convictions, 
than  in  fulfilment  of  the  assurance 
which  he  had  given  to  those 
friends  whom  he  had  induced  to 
waive  their  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure. Nothing  had  been  since 
alleged  to  effect  any  alteration  in 
his  views  on  that  subject,  and 
he  only  regretted,  that  it  had  not 
been  brought  under  discussion  at 
an  earlier  period  in  the  session. 
In  reference  to  the  other  import- 
ant provision  of  the  bill,  sir  Robert 
Peel  contented  himself  with  stating, 
that  as  they  had  deferred  provid* 
ing  for  the  constitution  of  Canada 
until  a  future  period,  he  objected 
upon  the  same  grounds  to  their 
now  deferring  what  municipal 
franchise  in  Ireland  should  be  in 
1842. 

The  division  was  taken  on  the 
original  question,  when  there  ap- 
peared, ayes  104;  noes  54:  ma- 
jority 50. 

Sir  R.  Ferguson  moved  the 
omission  of  the  22nd  clause,  which 
settled  the  qualification  at  the  end 
of  three  years.  After  this,  Mr. 
Shaw  endeavoured  to  add  to  clause 
71,  a  proviso  which  declared,  that 
nothing  in  the  act  should  be  con- 
strued to  dispense  with  the  obli- 
gation of  any  person  to  make  the 
oath  provided  by  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic relief  act.  The  right  hon. 
mover  who  stated  that  the  inten- 
tion of  this  addition  was  merely 
to  leave  the  law  as  it  stood  before, 
was  however  left  in  a  minority. 
The  rest  of  the  bill  was  then 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of 
schedule  B.,  which  was  postponed. 
This  me^isure    reached    Us   final 


stage  in  the  lower  house  on  the 
15th  of  July. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  then  moved,  that 
it  should  be  read  again  on  that  day 
three  months. 

The  house  divided  upon  the 
original  question,  and  it  was  passed 
by  a  majority  of  76;  the  ayes 
being  97 :  and  the  noes  21. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  when  the 
house  of  lords  were  on  the  point  of 
proceeding  to  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  mu- 
nicipal corporation  bill.  Lord 
Brougham  seized  the  occasion  of 
stating  the  course  which  he  meant 
to  pursue  with  regard  to  it — a 
course,  he  said,  so  entirely  difierent 
from  that  which  other  noble  lords 
would  probably  adopt,  that  be  felt 
it  would  be  fairest  to  address  them 
thus  at  the  preliminary  stage. 
Whatever,  then,  were  the  merits  of 
the  principle,  or  the  perfection  of 
the  details,  his  objection  to  that 
bill  was  still  the  same  .'-—this  was 
the  22nd  of  July.  For  six  months 
their  legislative  functions  had  been 
almost  in  abeyance,  while  they 
waited  night  after  night  for  mea- 
sures to  be  sent  up  from  the  other 
house,  and  now,  at  the  very  end  of 
the  session,^^eir  tables  were  daily 
loaded  with  scores  of  enormous 
bills  in  every  stage  of  progress, 
the  discussion  of  which,  he  said, 
was  a  matter  of  physical  impossi- 
bility. To  come  only  to  the  hill 
in  question.  It  contained  no  less 
than  256  clauses,  some  of  these 
were  remodelled,  fifty  were  per- 
fectly new,  and  altogether  they 
made  up  a  volume  larger  than  the 
statute  book  for  the  first  thirty- 
eight  years  of  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth. This  was  nevertheless  but 
the  first  of  ten  or  eleven  great 
measures  which  stood  for  second 
readings  and  other  important  pro- 
cesses on  the  printed  lisjt  of  busii* 
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ness  for  that  nigbt,  and  the  few 
remaining  hours  of  the  session  were 
similarly  overladen.  He  was  re« 
minded  that  the  bill  had  been 
brought  into  the  other  house  in 
February.  If  so^  exclaimed  the 
noble  lord,  what  had  they  been 
doing  in  the  other  house,  that 
temple  of  Themis,  or  whatever 
exceeding  halt  and  lame  divinity 
presided  over  it }  What  could  they 
have  been  doing  during  the  six 
months  of  their  deliberation,  if 
they  had  been  unable  to  send  up 
till  now  a  measure  whose  import- 
ance was  expressly  characterised 
in  the  speech  from  the  throne. 
There  were  some  men  who  declared 
that  their  lordships'  house  was  a 
nuisance  in  the  constitution,  and 
ought  to  be  abolished.  That,  said 
his  lordship,  was  a  most  pernicious 
and  anomalous  proposition  which 
he  had  always  combated,  although 
he  was  often  under  the  necessity 
of  differing  from  their  lordships, 
and  had  never  said  behind  their 
backs  half  so  much  as  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  state  in 
their  presence.  That  was  an  ab- 
surd proposal.  But  was  it  more 
unreasonable  than  the.  conduct  of 
those  who  would  retain  the  house 
of  lords  as  a  living  branch  of  the 
constitution,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  called  upon  them  to 
decide  in  a  fortnight  upon  mea- 
sures which  had  been  for  six 
months  in  preparation  in  that 
other  laboratory  of  immature  and 
abortive  legislation.  Besides  all 
this,  continued  lord  Brougham,  it 
was  not  enough  that  their  lord- 
ships should  agree  in  the  principle 
of  a  bill  and  approve  its  details, 
for  no  person  instructed  in  the 
constitution  of  the  two  houses 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  invaluable 
services  rendered  by  their  lordships 
in  correcting  and   amending  the 


bills  which  were  Irought  up  from 
another  place. 

Let  them  be  treated  as  cyphers, 
forbidden  to  exist  as  a  legislative 
body,  commanded  merely  to  regis- 
ter the  acts  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons ;  this  might  be  well,  and  he 
could  understand  it.  But  to  have 
all  the  responsibility  thrown  upon 
them,  and  to  be  told  at  the  same 
time  to  discuss  a  multitude  of 
measures  when  it  was  physically 
impossible  to  do  justice  to  any  one 
of  them ;  this  was  a  mockery,  and 
an  insult  to  their  understandings. 
The  remedy  was  in  their  own 
hands.  Let  them  only  show  that 
bills  sent  up  at  this  season  of  the 
year  would  be  at  once  rejected  on 
the  ground  of  the  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  without  so  much  as 
entering  into  the  merits  of  the  se- 
veral measures.  They  had  but  to 
maintain  this  determined  course, 
and  hereafter,  he  would  answer  for 
it,  bills  would  be  introduced  in 
their  proper  place,  and  those  which 
came  on  first  in  the  other  house, 
would  be  brought  before  their 
lordships   at  a  convenient  period. 

Lord  Melbourne  observed  that 
the  strictures  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  applied  to  a  state  of 
things  that  had  been  in  existence 
as  long  as  parliaments  had  them- 
selves existed.  Of  the  many  con- 
jectural reasons  for  the  practice 
that  had  been  suggested,  the  most 
natural  one  appeared  to  him  to  be, 
that  it  was  a  habit  with  assemblies 
of  the  kind,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  to  allow  the  really  practical 
measures  to  accumulate  and  gather 
together  until  near  the  close  of  the 
session.  At  its  commencement  a 
representative  assembly,  and  the 
other  house  of  parliament  in  par- 
ticular, was  usually  occupied  with 
party  operations,  and  the  noble 
lord  must  be  nware  that  it  was 
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neither  politic  nor  convenient  to 
originate  bills  in  their  own  house. 
The  course  which  was  now  recom- 
mended to  their  lordships  was  one 
which  virtually  they  were  very 
much  in  the  habit  of  pursuing. 
There  could  be  no  more  effectual 
argument  with  their  lordships 
against  a  bill  than  that  which  urged 
them  to  throw  it  out  on  the  grounds 
of  the  lateness  of  its  introduction> 
for  they  were  by  no  means  ready 
to  pass  any  bills  but  those  which  it 
was  felt  to  be  neither  wise  nor 
prudent  not  to  pass.  With  regard 
to  the  present  bill  the  house  would 
remember  that  the  main  provisions 
had  been  now  for  three  years  un- 
der consideration,  and  were  to  a 
great  extent  recognized  and  sanc- 
tioned by  them.  The  measure  was, 
in  fact,  of  their  own  making,  and 
the  principal  bulk  of  it  consisted  in 
those  amendments  which  their 
lordships  had  introduced,  so  that 
this  measure  was  in  fact  much  less 
open  to  the  strictures  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord,  than  any  other 
which  might  arise  from  the  house 
of  commons. 

Lord  Melbourne  was  supported 
by  lord  Stuart  de  Decies  and  lord 
Lurgan,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time  in  spite  of  the  declama- 
tions of  the  earls  of  Roden  and 
Wicklow. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  before  the 
house  went  into  committee,  lord 
Lyndhurst  gave  notice  of  the 
amendments  which  he  intended  to 
move  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
If  the  bill  passed  in  its  present 
state,  the  noble  lord  contended  that 
in  every  town  in  Ireland,  with  the 
exception  of  those  of  the  northern 
province,  the  public  functionaries 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
would  all  be  radical  and  Roman 
Catholic.  It  was  therefore  his  in- 
tention to  vote  against  the  third 


readings  in  the  event  of  the  bill 
coming  unaltered  out  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  only  amendment  of 
the  noble  lord  which  subsequently 
gave  rise  to  any  serious  discussion, 
was  the  substitution  of  the  10/» 
qualification  for  that  proposed  in 
the  bill  before  the  house. 

Lord  Brougham  expressed  his 
apprehension  tnat  the  prepooder- 
anoe  of  Roman  Cathdiioa  so  much 
dreaded  by  lord  Lyndhurst  in  the 
municipal  councils  would  be  the 
inevitable  result,  not  of  any  inrga- 
nization  whatever^  but  of  the  great 
numerical  inferiority  of  the  fffo* 
testants  in  Ireland.  His  noble 
friend  hoped  to  find  somebody  neu- 
tral in  religion  and  in  politics. 
Now,  said  lord  Brongham,  a  neu- 
tral in  religion  was  a  y&rj  odd  sort 
of  a  person— he  must  be  neither  of 
one  religion  nor  of  another^  and 
he  for  one  did  not  much  expect  to 
see  such  a  person.  If,  however, 
they  found  a  neutral  in  veligioiH 
they  ought  to  guard  him  by  uuit- 
ing  him  up  in  a  cage  ;  but  m  nea- 
trsd  in  politics  was  a  much  mofe 
desirable  person,  and  should  thej 
light  upon  such  a  on^  he  was  so 
great  a  rarity  that  they  ouflht  to 
preserve  him  in  a  museum.  Tor  he 
had  never  seen  so  rare  an  animal 
in  any  museum.  If»  ^^^Mitinuffli 
lord  Brougham,  they  really  wished 
to  make  these  religious  ^^nflif^f 
less  numerous,  their  lordshipa  oaAi 
not  to  recognize  them;  for  toe 
framing  of  any  measure  with  tha. 
purpose  of  meeting  these  difieraMSM^ 
would  only  have  the  inevitaUa 
consequence  of  perpetuating  theic 
existence,  and  the  legislature  wouU 
give,  in  fact,  the  sanction  that  it 
pretended  to  withhold.  The  pee* 
sent  bill  took  an  8/.  franchiae  ;  the 
noble  lord  had  said  he  would  ac- 
cept a  10/.  allowine  certain  dedue- 
tions;  and  he  would  aik  hia  aobk 
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friend  whethier  it  was  worth  while 
to  oppose  the  people  of  Ireland  for 
a  difference  of  less  than  20^.  espe- 
cially when  it  was  remembered  that 
an  8/.  house  in  Ireland  was  of 
much  greater  comparative  rent 
than  a  similarlj  rated  tenement  in 
Ei^land. 

Their  lordships  then  went  into 
committee,  and  lord  Lyndhurst 
moved  his  amendmoit  for  making 
the  qualification  10^  JLord  Mel- 
bourne objected  to  this  charge,  and 
could  not  but  think  that  their 
kwdshipa  were  acting  no  very 
worthy  part  in  raising  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  what  they  all  consi- 
dered desirable,  the  settlement  of 
the  question.  This  remaric  elicited 
a  bnef  rebuke  from  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  and  the  house  divided 
upon  the  original  question.  Con- 
tentSy  50 ;  Non-contentSy  93 ;  Ma- 
jority, 43.  The  dause  so  amended 
to  stand  part  of  the  bill.  A  num- 
ber of  other  amendments  were 
made  in  conformity  with  lord 
Lyndhurst's  suggestions,  and  the 
bill  was  order^  to  be  printed. 
The  r^KMTt  was  brought  up  on  the 
Sad  of  August,  and  on  the  5th  of 
the  same  month  it  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  the  i2tk  of  August  lord 
John  Russell  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  consideration  of 
the  knrds'  amendments.  The  noble 
lord  then  stated,  that  it  was  not  in 
his  opinion  advisable  to  take  ob- 
jeotMQ  to  the  bill  on  the  question 
of  privil^e  on  account  of  certain 
clauses  transferring  certain  fiscal 
powers  from  the  grand  juries  to 
the  new  town  councils,  which  had 
been  strudc  out  in  the  other  house, 
and  to  send  it  back  to  the  lords. 
The  only  other  course  was  to  bring 
in  a  new  bill,  either  now  or  at  the 
faegjnningof  the  next  session.  The 
MQse  was  too  thin,  the  season  was 


too  far  advanced  for  the  former 
step,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
that  the  amendment  be  taken  into 
consideration  that  day  three  months, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  able 
finally  to  adjust  the  question  early 
in  the  ensuing  session.  This  mo« 
tiou,  after  a  speech  from  Mr. 
O'Connell-— was  agreed  to. 

Three  weeks  before  the  close  of 
the  session,  on  the  6  th  of  August, 
lord  Brougham  brought  forward 
his  long  menaced  reso]uti0ns(  which 
we  subjoin  below)  on  the  adminis. 
tration  of  justice  in  Ireland  under 
the  marquess  of  Normanby.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  and  learned 
mover,  who  drew  his  principal 
materials  from  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  late  committee  of  the 
lords,  exhibited  no  bitter  or  per- 
sonal feeling  towards  the  late  vice- 
roy; the  strictures  were  confined 
to  his  public  measures,  and  the  de- 
bate in  general  was  conducted  in 
a  tone  rather  friendly  to  the  noble 
marquess  by  the  opposite  party, 
and  it  is  said  that  in  accordance 
with  this  disposition  tlie  report 
upon  the  evidence  of  the  Irish 
committee,  which  had  been  in  a 
great  measure  drawn  up,  was  sub- 
sequently suppressed. 

The  oration  with  which  the  no- 
ble and  learned  lord  himself  intro- 
duced the  resolutions  on  this  occa- 
sion was  distinguished  by  his 
masterly  and  comprehensive  expo- 
sition of  the  subject  with  all  its 
subordinate  features,  nor  were  there 
wanting  many  an  elaborate  period, 
and  flights  of  vehement  oratory, 
to  which  lord  Brougham  seems 
to  lend  himself  more  frequently  in 
his  autumnal  years,  than  he  was 
wont  in  the  earlier  portion  of  his 
active  and  stimulated  life. 

The  very  great  length,  however, 
of  the  ^)eech  in  question,  and  the 
perhaps  inordinate  room  which  the 
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topics  already  occupy  in  our  pre- 
ceding pages,  make  it  difficult  fur 
us  to  do  justice  to  its  merits,  or 
present  the  reader  with  anything 
but  an  imperfect  outline. 

The  noble  lord  set  out  with  a 
vindication  of  his  own  impartiality. 
'•  If"  said  he  *'  the  experience 
which  your  lordships  have  had  of 
me,  as  an  advocate  at  your  bar — 
as  a  president  in  your  judicial  de- 
liberations— if  the  whole  tenour 
of  my  public  life  of  thirty  years 
and  upwards,  wherein  uniformly, 
more  it  may  be  by  good  fortune 
than  any  merit  of  mine,  I  have 
held  without  deviation,  or  change^ 
or  shadow  of  turning,  in  the  same 
course,  and  been  guided  by  the 
same  political  principles ;  if  this 
gives  no  pledge  that  I  am  here 
only  to  execute  a  public  and  indis- 
pensable  duty,  what  other  pledge 
more  sacred  can  I  offer  you  ?  only 
this— that  your  lordships  shall  see 
how  I  perform  the  task  that  I  have 
undertaken  ;  and  then^  whosoever 
of  the  accusers  may  be  disconcerted, 
or  whosoever  of  those  who  are  put 
upim  their  defence  may  be  disap- 
pointed, whatever  party  feeling  may 
possibly  be  thwarted  by  the  mode 
in  which  I  shall  discharge  my  duty^ 
your  lordships  will  then  acquit  me 
of  becoming  on  this  occasion,  what 
I  never  made  myself  before,  an  en- 
gine of  party  or  personal  attack." 
The  noble  lord  would  proceed  at 
once  into  the  heart  of  this  great 
subject.  The  topic  first  in  order 
was  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
witnesses  to  appear  at  trials.  In 
England,  upon  ordinary  occasions, 
they  would  come  forward  when 
called  upon,  rather  than  forfeit 
their  recognizances.  In  Ireland,  on 
the  contrary,  they  suffered  their 
recognizances  to  be  estreated ;  the 
process  of  levying  the  penalty  was 
gone  throughy  but  in  the  great 


majority  of  cases  it  was  a  mere 
form,  and  no  fine  was  actually 
taken.  After  twelve  or  fifteen  days 
they  (were  let  out  of  prison,  and 
thus  the  punishment  became  as 
nominal  as  the  estreat  and  the 
levy.  He  proposed  therefore  that 
where  the  recognizances  were  es- 
treated, and  the  penalty  could  not 
be  exacted,  the  witness  should  un- 
dergo the  punishment  awarded  by 
law — imprisonment  for  double  de- 
fault. 

He  now  came  to  the  question  of 
the  right  of  the  crown  to  challenge 
persons  on  criminal  prosecutions; 
and  here  at  the  outset  he  was  com- 
pelled to  speak  in  the  teeth  of  an 
astonishing  statement  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  rolls  in  Ireland  who  had 
declared  in  a  written  document, 
that  aright  was  never  pretended 
to  in  that  country  which  every 
criminal  judge  was  perfectly  weU 
aware  existed  and  was  claimed. 
In  the  ''  instruction*'  issued  in 
1836  to  the  conductors  of  crown 
prosecution,  sir  Michael  O'Logfalen, 
who  was  then  attorney-general,  di** 
rected  that  the  right  exercised  by 
the  crown  of  setting  aside  a  juror, 
should  in  no  wise  be  exerted  on 
account  of  his  religious  or  political 
opinions,  but  should  be  confined 
to  those  instances  where  the  juror 
was  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  case  upon  which  he  was  called 
to  serve,  or  was,  from  some  other 
ascertained  cause  unfit.  When  sir 
Michael  was  before  the  committee, 
lord  Brougham  gave  him  every 
opportunity  of  explaining  his  **  in^ 
struction,"  but  it  was,  he  believed, 
the  general  impression,  that  his 
honour  afforded  nothing  near  an 
intelligible  interpretation.  A  va- 
riety of  cases  were  put— bad  con- 
versation— notorious  complicity  in 
similar  offences,  and  the  master  of 
the  rolls  admitted  that  tb9  instnur 
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tions  were  not  applicable  to  these. 
So  much  for  the  order ;  but  what  * 
was  the  construction  placed  on  it 
by  those  who  were  to  put  it  in 
execution?  It  was  stated  by  one 
who  was  no  novice,  Mr.  Kemmis, 
who  had  been  for  thirty- eight 
years  a  solicitor  for  crown  prosecu- 
tions, that  he  should  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  setting  aside  any  man  ex- 
cept upon  the  ground  which  was 
specified.  In  this  dilemma  matters 
were  placed.  Another  attorney- 
general  indeed,  Mr.  Perrin,  di- 
rected that  ''no  man  should  be 
set  aside  against  whom  there  did 
not  lie  a  substantive  ground  of 
objection."  This  was  the  sure  and 
reasonable  proceeding,  but  it  was 
not  perhaps  that  which  would  give 
sir  Michael  O'Loghlen  the  best 
opportunity  of  saying  to  his  party, 
**  see  what  I  have  effected  for  you, 
I  have  so  tied  the  hands  of  the 
prosecutor  that  he  can  never  chal- 
lenge a  man  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligion or  his  politics,  although  the 
case  be  a  religious  question,  and 
the  man  be  involved  in  all  the 
rancour  of  sectarian  controversy, 
and  committed  to  every  sort  of 
factious  conduct,  and  although  jus- 
tice cannot  be  efiectually  secured 
without  excluding  men  of  that  sort 
from  juries." 

Two  points  remained  of  the  re- 
solution now  to  be  submitted,  and 
they  were  incomparably  the  most 
important.  The  first  related  to 
the  conduct  of  the  government 
with  regard  to  the  consideration  of 
the  remission  of  sentences  or  their 
commutation.  He  would  be  con«* 
tent  to  rest  his  case  on  their  con- 
duct to  chief  justice  Doherty.  It 
appeared  that  the  chief  justice  of 
the  common  pleas  had  for  some 
reason  fallen  into  discredit  with 
the  Irish  administration,  for  a  me- 
iDoraiidum  was  made  on  paper  by 


a  clerk  under  the  government^ 
which  must  in  fact  have  been 
made  by  the  authority  of  one  or 
more  members  of  the  executive, 
for  it  was  not  likely  to  have  been 
done  ex  mero  motion  of  a  clerk, 
to  the  effect  that  no  case  of  a  pri- 
soner tried  before  his  right  hon. 
friend,  when  it  came  under  the 
consideration  of  the  executive, 
should  ever  be  sent  to  the  chief 
justice  for  his  advice  or  informa- 
tion in  respect  to  it.  '*  My  lords,'* 
said  lord  Brougham,  ''  I  have  ad- 
ministered justice,  I  have  sat  in  a 
high  station — I  have  aided  your 
lordships  in  those  high  judicial 
functions  which  belong  to  you — I 
have  passed  my  life  in  courts  of 
justice — I  know  the  venerable  and 
reverend  judges  of  the  present 
time,  and  many  of  the  grave  men 
who  preceded  them;  and,  from 
unreserved  intercourse  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  the  feelings  of  those 
distinguished  persons,  but  I  can- 
not, I  protest,  believe  that  any 
one  of  them,  the  heads  and  sages 
of  the  law  in  this  country,  could 
have  brought  himself  to  believe 
in  the  possibility  of  the  existence 
of  the  rule  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. They  would  have  an- 
swered with  one  voice,  it  must  be 
a  mistake,  carelessness  alone  or 
error  could  give  rise  to  such  lines 
being  traced  on  any  paper." 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  two  or  three 
years  no  fewer  than  seven  and 
twenty,  cases  had  been  tried  by  the 
lord  chief  justice;  and  there  was 
evidence  on  oath  to  show  that 
every  one  of  these  was  referred  not 
to  his  right  hon.  friend,  but  was 
taken,  in  obedience  to  this  me- 
morandum, either  to  the  attorney* 
general,  the  crown  counsel,  the 
prosecutor's  nominee,  holding  office 
during  pleasure  i  or,  in  nine  cases 
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out  of  ten^  to  the  crown  solicitors, 
the  attorneys  at  law  practising  to 
the  lord  chief  justice,  the  second 
common  law  judge  of  the  realm. 

After  going  into  several  in- 
stances, l(H*d  Brougham  then  di- 
rected his  attention  to  the  exercise 
of  the  prerogative  of  mercy,  and 
quoted  the  opinicms  of  Stanford, 
Bracton,  Coke,  and  Hawkins,  to 
show  that  ancient  and  modem 
lawyers  concurred  in  the  rule,  that 
only  those  offenders  ought  to  he 
spared  by  the  crown  whose  cases, 
could  they  have  been  foreseen,  the 
law  itself  would  have  excepted 
from  its  penalties.  The  learned 
lord  gave  the  following  description 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant.  His  excellency  came 
into  a  town,  and  was  imme* 
diately  attended  by  the  popu- 
lace to  the  gaol.  He  entered 
the  prison  ;  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  prisoners  were  paraded  before 
him ;  and  those  who  were  recom- 
mended by  the  gaoler  were  libe- 
rated—often on  the  spot  without 
further  inquiry.  A  remarkable 
instance  of  this  occurred  at  Clon- 
mel.  Fifty-seven  prisoners  were 
drawn  up  in  the  yani,  and  received 
their  pardon,  while  there  remained 
within  the  walls  two  hundred 
others  who  were  not  so  exhibited. 
Every  thing  depended  upon  their 
quiet  conduct9  and  what  the  gaoler 
thought  of  them,  for  it  was  he  who 
made  the  selection,  and  the  man 
who  had  been  oftenest  in  prison 
wnuld  find  most  favour  in  his  eyes. 
**  The  wild  bird,"  said  his  lordship, 
**  would  flap  his  wings  against  the 
cage,  while  that  which  had  been 
hatched  in  slavery  would  never 
assail  the  wires  with  a  feather  of 
his  pinions*"  Every  where  there 
was  the  same  want  of  cautious 
investi^tioii.  No  judge  was  ex- 
amined—no  committing  magistrate 


was  questioned  •— no  ap(^eation 
was  made  to  any  one  conversant 
with  the  trials  or  oommittak.  His 
excellency  spent  two  hours  in  the 
prison  at  Clonmel,  and  for  more 
than  half  the  time  was  moying 
about  to  place  from  plaoe,  so  that  he 
had  not  one  hour  to  devote  to  the 
fifty-seven  cases— something  len 
than  a  minute  for  eadu  And 
such  conduct  had  been  sanctioned 
—that  grave  and  venerable  body, 
the  representatives  of  England  and 
Ireland,  did,  though  by  a  narrow 
majority  made  up  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  Ireland  diiefly,  come  to 
the  resolution  that,  because  die 
inquiry  was  pending — ^nay,  had 
not  in  fact  commeooed— -because 
they  were  in  utter  ignorance  of 
the  result,  and  in  fact  could  not 
but  be  so,  without  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy, whicli  they  did  not  seem  to 
daim^  or  affect  to  possess,  tibey 
would  pronounce  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal and  approvaL  But  this 
was  not  all;  in  a  letter  written  the 
day  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
last  parliament,  by  the  home  secre- 
tary, to  the  lord  lieutenant  (thoud^ 
there  was  no  occasion  to  write  mt 
all  to  Dublin,  for  his  ezodtencj 
was  in  London  at  the  time),  lotd 
John  Russell  desired  the  viceroy  to 
direct  his  conduct  by  the  ause 
principles  which  had  hitherto  me- 
rited the  approval  of  the  «nnBni« 
ment.  Here  was  a  comprmnaifQ 
sanction  of  all  that  had  been 

Those  circumstances  made  it 
indispensable  duty  to  bring 
matter  before  parlisunent*  ^It 
was,"  said  lord  Brough«n»  '*  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  I  ahoold 
persevere,  taking,  as  I  do,  tbe 
administration  of  justice  to  be  the 
highest  of  all  tJie  functiona  ef  ihtt 
crown,  and  feeling,  as  I  mnst^  tliat 
if  no  step  be  tabm^  and  tkat 
promptly,  to  express  an  opiakm 
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upcm  the  true  method  in  which 
the  executive  is  bound  to  exercise 
those  high  and  paramount  duties, 
you  will  again  and  again  see  many 
an  instance  of  that  which  Ireland 
has  80  lately  exhibited-— of  mercy^ 
now  ne  longer  a  solemn  duty  but 
UansfcHined  into  an  empty  pageant 
— >a  pageant  which  exhibits  mercy 
and  justice  in  altered  places-^ 
mercy  blind  while  justice  weeps* 

**  So  long,"  continued  the  noble 
baron>  ''as  the  administration  of 
justice  is  correct,  and  pure,  and 
inflexible— -so  long  as  that  great 
power— -that  prodigious  clamp— 
that  solar  belt  continues  firm,  and 
retains  its  binding  force,  so  long 
may  every  impulse  hostile  to  the 
constitution  be  utterly  disregarded. 
Let  the  crown  have  every  possible 
desire  to  tyrannise  —  give  it  an 
obsequious  house  of  commons  and 
a  venal  house  of  lords — and  from 
the  court  of  the  king  at  Windsor  I 
will  make  my  fearless  appeal  to 
the  king's  court  at  Westminster, 
for  I  know  that  in  that  temple  I 
shall  find  the  palladium  of  my 
country.  Or"  exclaimed  lord 
Brou|^am,  indulging  in  the  disaf- 
fection which  he  would  seem  to 
have  contracted  for  the  scene  of 
his  early  celebrity,  ''or  come  the 
danger  from  another  quarter — let 
there  be  a  vacillating  house  of 
commons— a  parliament  where  the 
representatives  do  not  know  their 
own  minds,  but  one  day,  by  a 
narrow  majority,  vote  one  way, 
and  on  the  next  occasion  decide  in 
another  manner,  so  that  the  consti- 
tution shall  be  no  longer  equipoised, 
but  the  power  abide  entirely  with 
the  house  of  lords,  and  the  free 
polity  of  the  nation  pass  away  into 
an  unmitigated  aristocratic  govern- 
ment*—in  q)ite  of  that  corrupted 
ooart  or  predominant  aristocracy,  I 
should  suU  flee  to  the  judges,  and 


rest  in  the  competency  of  their 
august  tribunal  to  protect  the  sub- 
ject or  to  secure  the  crown.  Or 
if  the  danger  should  come-^though 
I  shall  not  live  to  see  it— from  the 
lower  regions  of  the  body  politic— 
the  pressure  of  a  fierce  democracy- 
even  against  the  surge  o£  popular 
fury  would  I  set  up  the  judicial 
system  of  the  country,  and  put  my 
trust  in  that  amid  all  the  perils  <yf 
the  constitution*  And,  my  lordsi^'' 
said  the  eloquent  orator  in  condu* 
sion,  '*  as  often  as  you  perceive  any 
attempt  to  break  down  this  impe« 
netrable  bulwark,  whether  gra« 
dually  or  by  violent  measures-^ 
with  or  wiUiout  design— so  often 
wiU  it  be  your  duty  to  oppase  sudi 
inroads  in  the  outset,  and  to  apply 
upon  sound  principles  an  adequate 
remedy.  Upon  these  grounds  it  i8> 
and  under  this  deep  conviction, 
that  I  have  implored  your  lord* 
ships  to  adopt  these  resolutions. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  the 
examination  of  the  discussions  upon 
this  and  other  occasions  will  have 
left  the  impression  that  the  desire 
of  popularity  entered  for  more  than 
its  due  proportion  into  the  judicial 
administration  of  the  late  lord* 
lieutenant.  The  noble  marquess, 
however,  proceeded  to  defend  his 
conduct*  He  complained  that  time 
enough  had  not  been  given  for  the 
perusal  of  the  evidence  taken,  and 
utterly  denied  that  mercy  had  been 
exercised  in  any  case  capriciously ; 
no  particular  towns  were  selected, 
nor  was  it  true  that  inquiry  had 
not  been  made  into  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  the  several  cases. 
The  principle,  he  was  aware,  was 
not  applicable  to  England.  The 
great  majority  of  offences  which 
had  thus  been  pardoned,  arising 
out  of  personal  conflicts  and  chance* 
medley  fights,  were  of  no  very 
heinouscomplexion;  and  he  thought 
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it  was  a  very  fair  experiment  to 
try  how  far,  by  such  means,  it 
might  be  possible  to  promote  tran- 
quillity and  encourage  kindly  feel- 
ings among  different  persons  in  that 
rank  of  life.  What  was  far  more, 
it  had  proved  successful ;  and  he 
could  produce  the  testimony  of 
competent  persons^  the  magistrates, 
crown  solicitors,  and  assistant  bar« 
risters,  to  the  fact,  that  in  those 
districts  which  were  traversed  by 
him,  a  better  feeling  had  sprung 
up  towards  the  government  and 
local  authorities,  at  the  same  time 
that  crimes  had  been  most  sensibly 
diminished. 

Lord  Melbourne  would  not  pre. 
tend  to  say  what  considerations  the 
past  political  life  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  might  excite  in  their 
lordships*  minds ;  but  for  the  other 
guarantee — ^the  manner  in  which 
he  should  discharge  his  duty  that 
evening— jt  would,  he  was  con- 
vinced, inevitably  fail  of  its  effect. 
A  more  inveterate  and  criminatory 
speech — a  speech  more  severe  upon 
the  noble  marquess  present,  or  un- 
just to  the  absent — was  never 
heard  within  the  walls  of  that 
house;  and  this  before  any  time 
had  been  allowed  :o  read  the  evi- 
dence, or  to  make  inquiry.  He 
did  not  see  how  he  could  meet  the 
motion  otherwise  than  by  moving 
the  previous  question ;  for  some  of 
the  resolutions  involved  doctrines 
seemingly  elementary  and  disputed 
by  nobody.  The  charge  against 
government  was,  that  they  ap. 
proved  of  lord  Normanby's  conduct. 
They  certainly  did  so;  and  he 
would  adduce,  in  answer  to  that 
condemnation,  a  very  great  autho- 
rity, from  a  work  entitled  *'  The 
speeches  of  Hei^ry,lord  Brougham." 
He  did  not  know  who  was  the 
editor  of  this  publication,  but  he 
found  there  was  before  each  speech 


a  favourable  explanatory  remark. 
**  Lord  Wellesley" — so  ran  the 
passage  to  which  he  was  directing 
their  lordships*  attention-—^'  had 
nobly  signalized  his  entry  into 
public  life  as  the  disciple  of  Grat- 
tan.  The  same  enlightened  course 
was  adopted  by  the  marquess  of 
Anglesea;  and  the  present  lord- 
lieutenant,  who  was  distinguished 
equally  for  his  demeanour  in  public 
and  his  talents  as  a  private  gentle- 
man"—["  How  kind !"  said  lord 
Melbourne] — '*  was  in  pursuit  of 
the  same  wise  and  honourable 
policy." — "  I  wish,**  said  the  noble 
viscount,  **  to  quote  this  for  no 
more  than  it  is  worth — [*  Hear, 
hear,'  and  a  laugk]^~h\Jt  it  afiK)rd8, 
I  think,  pretty  strong  testimony^ 
fully  as  forcible  as  that  of  lord 
John  Russell  —  to  the  general 
government  of  lord  Normanby, 
that  of  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
beins  propounded  in  1837,  while 
the  letter  of  the  home  secretary 
was  written  in  1836.  But  what 
rights  I  ask,  had  lord  Brougham 
to  pass  this  eulogium  upon  govern, 
ment,  at  a  time  when  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  very  facts  which  he 
had  now  brought  against  them? 
My  noble  and  learned  friend  con- 
cluded his  powerful  speech  with  a 
panegyric  upon  the  virtue  of 
justice—a  very  noble  encomium— 
though  when  he  came  to  speak  of 
a  venal  parliament  and  a  corrupt 
administration,  and  looked  to  jus- 
tice for  aid  to  overcome  them  aU, 
he  did  certainly  put  me  in  mind  of 
Sheridan's  remarks  upon  the  effi- 
ciency of  a  free  press.  But  it  was 
none  the  worse  for  that — [a  laugh] 
•—the  passage  was  no  doubt  a  very 
splendid  one,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  do  it  justice ;  at  the  same  time, 
however,  it  ought  to-  be  stated, 
that  people  who  talk  very  loudly 
in  praise  of  that  virtue  are  apt,  on 
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some  occasions^  to  exercise  it  the 
least— a  fact  which  is  most  apparent 
at  the  present  moment^  when,  in 
the  same  breath  with  which  my 
nohle  friend  pronounces  his  eulo* 
gium  on  justice^  he  proposes  a 
motion  which  goes  to  violate  every 
substantial  element  of  it." 

Lord  Plunket  maintained  that 
the  new  rule  respecting  the  challen- 
ging of  jurors  had  worked  most 
beneficially,  and  stated  that  the 
reluctance  of  juries  to  convict  un- 
doubted criminals  had  almost  en- 
tirely disappeared.  He  could 
himself  bear  testimony  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  experiment  of  releasing 
ofifenders  from  prison.  The  noble 
baron  objected  to  lord  Brougham's 
resolutions  for  several  reasons,  but 
particularly  upon  the  grounds  that 
they  would  tend  to  place  an  un- 
precedented restriction  upon  the 
crown's  prerogative  of  mercy. 

Several  remarks  were  made  by 


the  earl  of  Roden  and  other  noble 
lords  on  their  respective  sides. 
Lord  Brougham  then  rose^  and 
concluded  a  very  effective  reply  by 
the  observation  that  he  had  never 
joined  any  party,  but  maintained 
his  own  independent  principles. 
He  would  not  enter  into  an  inquiry 
as  to  which  was  preferable  as  a 
party,  whig  or  tory ;  but  this  he 
would  say,  that  the  latter  never 
attempted,  by  any  undue  means, 
to  conceal  their  real  objects  and 
principles,  and  had  never  endea- 
voured, by  a  bedchamber  intrigue, 
to  support  their  own  position,  but 
had  always  stripped  off  every  rag 
of  the  clothing  of  duplicity,  and 
stood  forth  in  their  undisguised 
simplicity  and  character. 

The  house  then  divided:  52 
voted  for  the  previous  question, 
86  for  the  resolutions,  leaving  the 
ministers  in  a  minority  of  34. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Proceedings  in  Parliament  with  regard  to  JAMAiCA'^Recapilulaiion  of 
Antecedent  Transactions  in  1838^  both  at  Home  and  in  the  Colony — 
Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Lahonchere  for  Suspending  the  ConstitutioH 
^^Provisions  of  the  Proposed  Measure -^ Speeches  of  Mr,  Goulbum 
^^Sr  George  Orey — Mr.  Gladstone — Sir  R.  Peel  hopes  that  some 
Arrangement  ma^  yet  he  Practicable — Sir  S,  Lusldngtcn, — Lord 
Stanley — Lord  John  Russell — April  23rf — Sir  R.  Peel  gives  noHee 
of  intentions  with  Reference  to  the  Bill,  which  is  read  a  Second  Time 
without  Opposition — Counsel  heard  against  the  Measure-^^Debate 
taken.  May  37  upon  the  Question  that  the  Speaker  do  now  kave  the 
ChavT'-^Regret  expressed  by  Sir  R.  Peel  that  no  Compromise  had 
been  Attempted — He  Opposes  the  Motion^  Alternate  Speeches  of 
Messrs.  Labouchere,  Godson,  Charles  Buller,  Hume,  and  of  Sir 
George  Grey^^DebcUe  resumed  by  Mr.  Maclean  on  the  ^h-^Fol^ 
lowed  by  Sir  E.  Wilmot,  Messrs.  Grote,  Warburton,  Gaily 
Knight,  Goulbum,  OConnell,  Gladstone,  Sir  S,  Lushington,  Lord 
John  Russell^-' Motion  carried  by  a  Majority  of  Five  —  Ministers 
resign. 


JN  order  to  put  the  reader  in  a 
better  position  to  approach  the 
long  and  important  discussions 
which  originated  in  the  interrupted 
relations  between  the  legislature  of 
Jamaica  and  the  mother  country. 
It  may  be  advisable  to  give  a  brief 
recapitulation,  from  the  17th  chap- 
ter of  our  preceding  volume,  of  the 
steps  taken  on  either  side  which 
served  eventually  to  bring  about 
the  embarrassing  juncture  of  affairs 
upon  which  was  founded  the  al- 
leged necessity  for  the  interference 
of  the  imperial  parliament. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  preceding 
year,  the  agitation  on  the  subject 
of  West  Indian  slavery  became 
once  more  very  general  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  gave  rise  to  more 


than  one  motion  in  both  houses  of 
parliament.  The  question  was 
again  brought  before  the  commons 
on  the  29th  of  March  in  a  propo- 
sal made  by  sir  George  Strickland 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  ne- 
gro apprenticeship,  which  did  not 
expire,  in  the  case  of  predial  ser- 
vants, until  August  1840.  This 
proposal  met  with  the  opposition 
of  ministers  on  the  ground  of  its 
manifest  violation  of  the  compact 
with  the  proprietors,  and  was,  in 
consequence,  defeated  by  a  majo- 
rity  of  sixty-four.  Sir  Eardly 
Wilmot  was  more  successful  in  ob- 
taining, on  May  22,  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  immediate  abolition, 
on  this  occasion  the  government, 
together  with  the  conservative 
members,  were  left  in  a  minority  of 
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three.  A  few  days  afterwards, 
however^  another  resolution  was 
carried  by  sir  Greorge  Grey  which 
▼irtually  rescinded  that  of  sir 
Eardly  Wilmot  by  declaring  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  any 
procedure  for  the  purpose  of  gkv^ 
ing  effect  to  the  resolution  of  the 
22nd ;  at  the  same  time  that  the 
house  expressed  a  very  significant 
determination  to  watch  vigilantly 
over  the  interests  of  the  emanci- 
pated people  as  soon  as  the  term  of 
probation  had  legally  expired.  An 
important  bil]  was  subsequently 
passed,  entituled,  ''An  act  to 
amend  the  act  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery."  Many  salutary  provisions 
were  made  in  this  instrument  for 
the  further  protection  of  the  ap- 
prentiees,  and  in  order  to  secure 
the  execution  of  such  regulations 
of  the  former  enactment  as  had 
been  disregarded  by  the  planters. 

The  act  was  promulgated  in  Ja« 
maioahy  the  governor  on  the  1st 
of  June.  On  convening  the  legis- 
lature of  Jamaica  on  the  5  th  of 
the  same  month,  sir  Lionel  Smith 
informed  them»  that  he  had  called 
the  house  together  at  that  unusual 
season  to  tSke  into  consideration 
the  state  of  the  island,  and  to  re« 
commend  the  early  and  equaLabo. 
lition  of  apprenticeship  for  all 
parties*  He  represented  to  them 
in  the  most  forcible  manner  the 
inereaaiog  impracticability  of  car* 
ryiog  cm  coercive  labour  in  juxta- 
position with  other  colonies  now 
made  free,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
agitation  awakened  both  in  Ja- 
maica and  in  Great  Britain. 

In  answer  to  these  proposals  the 
aasemUy  observe,  in  no  very  com- 
pUcent  language,  that  '' Jamaica 
does  indeed  require  repose,  and 
we  anxiously  hope  that,  should  we 
determine  to  remove  an  unnatural 
servitude^  we  idiall  be  left  in  the 


exercise  of  our  constitutional  pri« 
vileges  to  legislate  for  the  benefit 
of  all  classes  of  the  community 
without  any  further  parliamentary 
interference." 

Against  the  abolition  amendment 
act  they  entered  a  remonstrance 
in  terms  the  most  petulant  and 
disrespectful  to  the  imperial  go- 
vernment, and  protested  ''solemnly 
before  God  and  man'*  that  the 
proclamation  which  declared  the 
said  act  to  be  in  force  in  the  island 
was  illegal  and  utterly  subversive 
of  all  their  rights  and  privil^es. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  however, 
the  governor  gave  the  royal  assent 
to  an  act  for  the  entire  abolition  of 
predial  apprenticeship  from  the 
first  day  of  August  1838. 

Whatever  motives  of  a  different 
complexion  may  be  supposed  to 
have  had  their  weight  with  the 
assembly  in  consenting  to  a  mea- 
sure of  absolute  emancipation,  it 
is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  rath^ 
ominous  resolution  of  the  British 
parliament,  the  stringent  character 
of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
abolition  amendment  act,  in  con. 
junction  with  the  emphatic  ex- 
pressions in  which  sir  Lionel  Smith 
had  conveyed  his  wishes  on  the 
subject,  did  not  enter  for  very 
principal  causes  into  this  determi- 
nation ;  nor  ought  we  perhaps  to 
censure  severely  any  exhibition  of 
irritated  feelings  on  the  part  of 
persons  who  had  been  thus  induced 
by  an  external  pressure  to  make 
the  gratuitous  sacrifice  of  two 
years  out  of  a  period  which  was 
remaining,  assigned  originally,  in 
part  of  their  compensation  for  the 
former  emancipation  act  as  well 
as  for  the  discipline  of  the  lately 
liberated  slaves. 

Their  severest  trial  however  was 
not  yet  arrived.  Since  the  passing 
of  the  act  of  emancipation  in  18dd, 
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much  complaint  and  controversy 
had  arisen  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  the  prisons  and  workhouses  of 
Jamaica  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased requisition  in  which  they 
were  brought  by  the  new  system, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  power  of 
domestic  punishment  and  com- 
pelled the  master  to  carry  his  de- 
linquent apprentice  before  a  ma- 
gistrate,  who  in  case  of  conviction 
committed  him  to  prison.  There 
seems,  indeed,  good  reason  for  be- 
lieving  that  the  inflictions  of  un- 
warrantable punishments  and  other 
mal-practices  were  but  too  preva- 
lent in  these  places,  which  had  at 
any  rate  become  totally  inadequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  altered 
regime,  and  demanded  a  far  more 
effectual  superintendence. 

The  abolition  amendment  act, 
contained,  it  is  true,  some  provisions 
for  the  correction  of  the  worst 
abuses  of  the  existing  system,  but 
as  the  enactment  of  the  measure 
was  limited  to  the  protection  of  the 
apprentices,  its  operations  neces- 
sarily ceased  with  the  premature  ex- 
piration of  that  transitory  condition, 
and  left  the  subjects  of  its  provi- 
sions without  further  defence. 

The  colonial  assembly  made, 
certainly,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
monstrations of  a  disposition  to 
introduce  a  better  system,  they 
even  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  and  adopted  other 
preliminary  steps ;  but  it  has  been 
alleged,  and  perhaps  not  without 
reason,  that  they  did  not  in  point 
of  fact  entertain  any  very  sincere 
intention  to  effect  in  earnest  the 
extensive  and  searching  alteration 
which  the  case  demandai. 

Inquiries  however  of  this  nature 
were  in  process  when  captain 
Pringle  arrived  in  November  of 
1837,  with  instructions  to  make  a 
report  on  the  condition  of  the  pri- 


sons in  the  colony,  and  suspend 
the  proceedings  of  the  Jamaica 
assembly  on  that  subject  until  his 
account  should  be  completed.  In 
the  ensuing  February  he  returned 
to  England,  without  however  com- 
municating the  result  of  his  labours 
to  the  insular  legislature. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  by  a  sin- 
gular -  coincidence  the  'day   next 
after  that  on  which  the  home  go- 
vernment had    received  the  &- 
patch,  that  conveyed  the  news  of 
the  voluntary  abandonment  on  the 
part  of  the  planters  of  the  remain- 
ing term  of  apprentice^p,  lord 
Melbourne  presented  to  the  house 
of  lords  an  important  bill,  founded 
on  the  report  of  captain  Pring^, 
empowering  her  majesty  in  ooun. 
cil  (or  with  respect  to  the  prisons 
of  each  colony,  the  colonial  gover- 
nor and  council)  to  make  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  West  Inc^ 
prisons,  to  appoint  inspectors,  and 
regulate  other  matters  of  necessary 
discipline.     The  bill  went  almost 
silently    through    the    lords   and 
commons,  and  was  then  taken  out, 
and  promulgated  by  the  governor 
in  a  proclamation  affixed  to  the 
doors  of    their    house  about   six 
weeks  before  the  meeting  of  Ae 
assembly,  which  took  place  cm  the 
30th  of  October.  On  this  occaskm 
sir  Lionel  Smith  confined  himsdf 
to  the  expression  of  a  hope,  that 
the  assembly  would  be  {Nnmnd 
to  enter  upon  the  consideratmoflf 
various  important  measures  nccw 
sitated  by  their  altered  conditioii» 
and  gave  notice  of  his  intention  €f 
laying  before  them  shortly,  aerand 
important  dispatches.      Alihoii^ 
the  governor    acted  in    tUs  in- 
stance, in  accordance  wit^  pieoe« 
dent  in  neglecting  to  present  dis- 
patches in  the  opening  speech  of 
the  session,    or    to  communicate 
bills  which  it  appears  are  uspallj 
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laid  befote  the  house  by  message  reckless  manner  in  which  the  laws 

at  a  subsequent  stage^  it  is  perhaps  passed  by  it  have  been  disallowed, 

to  be  regretted^  that  in  consider-  and  the  system  of  legislation  for 

ation  of  the  somewhat  arbitrary  the  colonies  which  has  been  de- 

and  anomalous  circumstances  under  termined  on,  whereby  the  power 

which  the  prison  bill  was  passed,  of  the  house  has  been  fettered, 

sir  Lionel  did  not  so  far  depart  and  that  body  has  ceased  to  exist 

from  the  established  etiquette^  as  for  any  purpose  useful  to  the  peo- 

to  anticipate  the  displeasure  of  the  pie  whom  they  represent." 
irascible  body  with  whom  he  had        4.  '^Resolved,  therefore,  that  in 

to  deal>  by  referring  at  once  to  the  the  opinion  of  this  house  they  will 

measure  in  the  language  of  con-  best  consult  their  own  honour,  the 

ciliation*  rights  of  their  constituents,  and 

The  very  first  procedure  of  the  the  peace  of  the  colony,  by  ab- 

assembly  was,  to  pass  four  resolu-  staining  from  the  exercise  of  any 

ticms,  which  we  have  been  tempted  legislative  function,  excepting  such 

to  give  at  length,  because  the  con-  as  may  be  necessary  to  preserve 

struction  to  be  put  upon  the  word-  inviolate  the  faith  of  the  island 

ing  was  the  subject  of  much  sub-  with  the  public  creditor,  until  her 

sequent  discussion  in  Parliament.  most    gracious    pleasure  shall  be 

1.  ''  That  the  act  of  the  British  made  known,  whether  her  sub- 
parliament,  entitled  '  An  act  for  jects  of  Jamaica,  now,  happily,  all 
the  better  government  of  prisons  in  a  state  of  freedom^  are  hence- 
in  the  West  Indies,'  is  a  violation  forth  to  be  treated  as  subjects, 
of  our  inherent  rights  as  British  with  the  power  of  making  laws, 
subjects,  as  recognized  by  the  con-  as  hitherto,  for  their  own  govern* 
stitution  of  this  island,  and  by  the  ment,  or  whether  they  are  to  be 
aet  of  parliament  18  George  3rd  treated  as  a  conquered  colony^  and 
c.  12 ;  that  the  same  has  not,  and  governed  by  parliamentary  legisla- 
ought  not  to  have,  the  force  of  tion,  orders  in  council,  or,  as  in  the 
law  in  this  island,  and  that  the  case  of  the  late  amended  abolition 
authorities  will  not  be  justified  in  act,  by  investing  the  governor  of 
acting  on  it."  the  island  with  the  arbitrary  power 

2.  ''That  the  violation  of  our  of  issuing  proclamations,  having 
rights  by  the  parliament  of  Great  the  force  of  law  over  the  lives  and 
Britain^  in  which  we  are  not  re-  properties  of  the  people." 
presented,  is  the  less  excusable,  Sir  Lionel  upon  this  prorogued 
inasmuch  as  the  house  was  pre-  the  assembly  for  a  few  days.  It 
pared  to  enter  into  the  consider-  came  together  again  on  the  8th, 
ation  of  prison  discipline  as  soon  as  and  in  answer  to  an  address  from 
the  report  of  her  majesty's  commis-  the  governor,  admitted  the  possible 
sioners  was  officially  before  them."  inconvenience  which  might  arise 

3*  '^  That  the  house  have  wit.  from  the  expiration  of  the  annual 

nessed  with  the  deepest  regret,  the  laws,  and  the  deficient  state  of  the 

unmerited  censures  passed    upon  regulations  relating  to  vagrancy, 

the  inhabitants  of  this  island,  the  contracts,  squatting,  and  other  mat* 

extent  to  which  the  public  mind  ters,  brought  into  importance  by 

in  Great  Britain  has  been  poisoned  the  recent  alterations;  but  at  the 

against  them,  the  absence  of  all  same  time  the. chamber  renewed 

confidence  in  the  legislature^  the  the  assertion  of  their  detennina* 

Vol.  LXXXL  lU] 
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tion  to  adhere  to  the  resolutions  so 
long  as  their  rights  were  invaded. 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  go- 
remor  was  Co  dissolve  the  assem- 
bly. The  legislature  was  again  con- 
rened  on  the  18th  of  December. 
It  exhibited^  however,  no  greater 
disposition  than  on  the  former  oc- 
casion to  compliance  or  compro- 
mise, and  declared  once  more,  that 
they  '*  felt  themselves  bound  to 
adhere  to  the  determination  come 
to  by  the  late  house  of  assembly." 
These  proceedings  ended  in  the 
final  prorogation  of  this  contuma- 
cious body. 

The  efiects  of  these  unfortunate 
differences,  were,  of  course,  very 
prejudicial  to  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  Jamaica  in  so  critical  a 
juncture  of  her  history,  and  sir 
Lionel  Smith  in  his  dispatches  to 
the  colonial  office^  made  the 
strongest  representations  of  the 
serious  inconvenience  and  obstruc- 
tion occasioned  by  the  conduct  of 
the  house  of  assembly.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  transactions,  the 
government,  who  did  not  perhaps 
view  with  unqualified  regret  the 
opportunity  which  seemed  to  offer 
for  reconstructing  the  constitution 
of  the  island  upon  a  basis  which 
should  have  more  reference  to  the 
altered  condition  of  society,  intro- 
duced on  the  9th  of  April  of  the 
succeeding  session  of  1839,  a  bill 
which  was  entrusted  to  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Labouchere,  to  suspend  the 
existing  constitution  of  Jamaica 
for  five  years.  It  was  proposed, 
in  the  meantime,  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  government  of  that 
colony  by  investing  it  pfo  tempore 
in  the  hands  of  a  governor^  and  a 
cpuncil  augmented  by  the  acces- 
sion of  a  certain  number  of  per- 
sons— ^probably  three — who  would 
be  sent  from  England  as  comrais- 
sipners  specially  qualified  by  pre- 


rioos  experience' to' assat  io  the 
consideration  ci  some  of  the  more 
important  topics  to  which  their 
early  attention  would  be  directed 
—the  improvement  of  the  negroes 
— the  poor-lawS"— and  the  sulijeot 
of  prison  discipline.  This  interval 
would  give  time  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  laws  as  were  called 
for  by  the  transition  state  of  the 
colony,  and  afterwards  the  go^ 
vemment  pn^;KMed  to  restore  the 
ancient  constitution  subject  to  tbe 
requisite  modifications. 

Previously  to  the  act  of  eman- 
cipation, observed  the  ri^t  koa. 
gentleman,  the  state  of  prison  dis* 
cipline  was  of  the  less  importance, 
inasmuch  as  all  punishments  were 
inflicted  upon  the  dave  by  Che 
domestic  authority  of  the  master, 
who  was  reluctant  to  risk  the  loss 
of  his  services  by  sending  him  to 
gaol ;  the  efiect,  howcTer,  of  that 
measure  had  been  to  take  this 
power  out  of  the  owner's  hands, 
who  had  nothing  now  left  but  to 
bring  his  charge  against  the  delin** 
quent  apprentice  and  procure  his 
committal.  It  was  this  consider- 
ation, together  with  the  cincum* 
stance,  that  the  gaol  regulations  iit* 
troduced  into  the  abolition  amend- 
ment act.  ceased  to  be  in  force 
when  the  state  of  apprenticeship 
was  terminated,  which  had  reii« 
dered  the  late  prison  bill  a  mea^ 
sure  of  so  great  ur^gency— 4t  was^ 
however,  one  which  then  had  not 
been  resorted  to  before  five  succes- 
sive applications  by  the  governor 
to  the  colonial  assembly,  had  been 
uniformly  either  referred  to  com- 
mittees or  otherwise  indefinitely 
eluded.  In  point  of  fiEK;t,  from 
the  passing  of  the  celebrated  reso. 
lution  of  1822  down  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  not  a  single  measure 
had  been  adopted  in  furtherance  of 
its  oljects,    that   had    not   been 
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d  upon  the  house  of  assembly 
be  imperiul  parliament,  with 
fxception  of  the  emancipation 
of  1883,  purchased  by  the 
b  sacrifice  of  this  country. 
!e  distinct  occasions  had  arisen 
that  period  on  which  our  in- 
rence  had  been  found  neces- 
—  when  we  extended  the 
don  of  the  said  act  for  a  year 
!icn  we  carried  the  apprentice- 
amendment  bill  —  when  we 
d  the  prisons*  bill— and  the 
int  difference  was  only  part 
le  controversy,  that  had  been 
ng  in  existence  between  the 
legislatures  with  regard  to 
teatment  of  the  negro  popu- 
1.  It  might  indeed  be  urged, 
in  a  few  months  the  inevit- 
admisuon  of  a  large  body  of 
i^git)  population  to  the  repre- 
.tion,  would  dispense  with  any 
lAty  for  suspending  the  exist- 
constitution ;  but  what,  he 
d  ask,  could  be  worse  than 
he  house  of  assembly  to  pro- 
in  its  present  courses,  and  at 
nd  of  fifteen  months,  or  less, 
>  superseded  by  another  con- 
ted  as  that  house  would  be  ? 
r.  Goulbum  said,  that  before 
flfered  an  opinion  upon  the 
ure,  he  should  prefer  seeing  it 
[  its  details ;  and,  therefore, 
Qgh  he  would  not  oppose  the 
nt  introduction,  he  still  re- 
d  the  fullest  right  to  discus- 
of  all  the  topics  which   had 

entered  upon  by  the  right 
gentleman,  as  well  as  those 
li  he  had  avoided — of  inquir- 
on  the  one  hand,  whether 
had  been  an  offence  in  the 
let  of  the  assemblv — and  on 
ther,  how  far  it  might  have 

occasioned  by  the  policy 
3  sovernment.  It  was  true, 
this  was  a  contest  between 
egislature  pf  Great  Britain 


and  tlat  of  a  cole  nv— but  as  he 
was  asked  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy   of  the  parifament    in  the 
event  of  the  colony  being  in  the 
-wrong,  so  also  some  opinion  would 
be  called  for  on  the  demeanour  of 
the  administration  should  they  be 
iseen  to  have  propounded  the  mea- 
sure procured  from  the  Parliament 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  excite 
the  passion  which  was  complained 
of.     He  was  not  there  to  defend 
the  conduct  of  the  assembly.  Long 
acquaintance  with  colonial  govem- 
inents  led  him  to  doubt  whether, 
if  he  were  on  the  point  of  estab- 
lishing a  system    for    a    colonial 
empire  he   should  make  popular 
representation  its  basis,  and  indeed 
he  had  himself  resisted  proposals 
for  creating  popular  assemblies  ; 
but  it  was  obviously  one  thing  to 
question  the    abstract  expediency 
of  constituting  these  bodies,  and 
another  to  withdraw  them   sud- 
denly, and  substitute  a  regime  of 
an  entirely  different  nature,  after 
they  had  been  once    called    into 
existence.       It  belonged    to    the 
essence  of  popular  assemblies   to 
be  swayed  from  time  to  time  by 
the  passions  of  those  who  elected 
them,  and  it  was  one  of  their  evils 
as  well   as  of  the  good  qualities 
they  possessed,  that  they  faithfully 
represented  the  feelings  and  inter- 
ests of  their  constituents,  and  Mr. 
Goulbum  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Government    did  not  sufficiently 
consider  the  peculiar  sensitiveness 
of  such  bodies  on  the*  subject  of 
their  own  rights  and    privileges, 
when  they  made  this  abrupt  and 
unceremonious  communication  of 
tlie  prison  bill. 

Sir  George  Grey  observed,  that 
after  five  years'  experience  of  the 
fruitlessness  of  all  recommendations 
to  the  house  of  assembly,  ministers 
had  felt  bound,  in  accordance  with 
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the  spirit  of  the  resolution  of  the 
last  session,  to  ask  of  parliament, 
and  parliament  had  given  the 
power  to  the  local  government  by 
the  West  India  prisons  act^  to  dis- 
miss improper  persons  from  offices 
which  they  abused  in  the  prisons, 
a  power  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  due  discharge  of  the  responsi- 
bility witb  which  government  was 
intrusted.  It  was  said^  that  this 
bill  had  been  pressed  inconsider- 
ately upon  the  assembly— was  that 
the  case?  The  act  was  accom- 
panied by  a  despatch  of  lord  Glen- 
elg,  dated  Aug.  13,  which  set 
forth  in  a  conciliatory  manner  the 
reasons  which  made  an  uniform 
system  of  superintendence  desira- 
ble, and  notice  was  promulgated 
and  circulated  in  the  colony 
six  weeks  previously  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  bouse  of  assembly. 
Complaint  was^  moreover^  made, 
that  the  bill  and  the  despatch 
were  not  laid  at  once  before  the 
house.  It  was  not  usual,  on  the 
opening  of  the  session,  for  des« 
patches  to  be  so  produced,  nor  was 
he  aware  of  a  single  instance  in 
which  such  instruments  had  been 
communicated  in  an  opening 
speech.  The  customary  procedure 
was  to  announce  the  existence  of 
important  communications,  and^ 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days, 
to  submit  these  despatches  or  other 
documents  to  the  legislature  by 
message  ;  and  the  blame  must  re* 
main  with  the  chamber,  who  had  al- 
lowed sir  Lionel  Smith  no  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  these  despatches 
before  them,  by  their  refusal  to 
entertain  any  general  business. 
Other  occasions  would  occur  for 
discussing  the  details  of  this  mea- 
sure. In  the  mean  time,  he  was 
desirous  of  stating  his  conviction 
that  the  government,  if  it  were 
liable  to  any  charge  at  all,  wiis 


open,  in  his  opinion,  to  that  of  too 
much  forbearance. 

Mr.  Gladstone  said,  that  it 
might  be  true,  that  in  the  des« 
patches  there  were  grounds  requir- 
ing the  enactment  of  some  mea- 
sure regarding  prisons.  But  what 
was  the  next  question  ?  It  was^ 
undoubtedly,  whether  time  were 
left  to  the  legislature  to  act  upon 
the  evidence  laid  before  it  Before 
the  report  of  captain  Pringle  was 
submitted  to  the  house  of  assembly 
the  government  of  this  country 
was  not  in  condition  to  say  to 
that  body,  *' You  are  prepared  to 
proceed  to  legislate."  How  was 
it  possible  to  threaten  to  suspend 
their  powers  because  they  refused 
to  frame  a  law,  when  the  govern* 
ment  itself  thought  it  necessary  to 
institute  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  prisons,  and  the  results  of  that 
investigation  were  not  in  the  pos« 
session  either  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons or  of  the  colonial  legislature? 
Even  if  the  act  for  the  regulation 
of  the  prisons  were  justified  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  warranted 
in  assuming  that  the  question  then 
before  the  house  was  the  repeal  of 
the  prison  act  or  the  passing  of 
the  present  bill. 

The  legislature  of  Jamaica  bad 
propounded  a  certain  condition  as 
essential  to  the  resumption  of  their 
functions.  Was  that  condition  the 
repeal  of  the  prison  bill  ?  It  might 
be  so,  but  it  was  not  in  the  pa- 
pers before  the  house.  In  order 
to  warrant  them  in  entertaining 
this  bill,  they  should  have  before 
them  a  definite  issue,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  terms  upon  which 
the  assembly  would  <»nsent  to  re- 
sume their  duties.  They  had  not 
demanded  the  revocation  of  the 
prison  bill — and  unless  he  could 
discover  that  the  question  involved 
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something  more  than  a  mere  point 
of  honour,  he^  for  one,  should 
entertain  serious  doubts  about  the 
propriety  of  passing  this  bill. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  dilemma 
might  have  been  avoided  by  more 
prudent  and  wary  conduct. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  admitted,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Jamaica  assem- 
bly was  open  to  censure,  but,  a  far 
greater  amount  of  blame  was  at- 
taching, in  his  opinion,  to  the  course 
which  >  had  been  taken  by  the 
ministry.  However  little  satisfaction 
be  might  receive  from  the  beha- 
viour of  the  assembly,  it  was  im- 
possible not  to  be  aware  of  the 
serious  consequences  involved  in 
the  projected  mode  of  proceeding. 
It  was  proposed  to  suspend  in  a 
free  colony  the  popular  form  of 
government  which  had  existed  for 
200  years,  and  after  a  short  inter- 
val of  abeyance  to  revive  it  again. 
But  was  this  so  very  easy  of  ac- 
complishment ?  In  a  country, 
moreover,  which  had  always  been 
accustomed  to  impose  its  own  tax- 
ation, it  was  in  contemplation  to 
vest  in  a  governor  and  council  with 
three  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  crown,  the  authority  of  levy- 
ing taxes  to  the  amount  of 
500,000/.  of  money  ;  and  this,  at 
the  same  time  that  lord  Durham, 
in  his  report  on  Canada,  recom- 
mended them  to  make  the  execu- 
tive officers  responsible  to  the  con- 
trol— not  of  the  crown  or  home 
government,  but  of  the  popular 
colonial  assembly.  Another  mat- 
ter for  grave  consideration  was, 
whether  by  exhibiting  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  negro  as.  incompati- 
ble with  a  representative  form  of 
government,  those  who  were  desi- 
rous of  the  complete  abolition  Of 
slavery^  were  not  deterring  the 
slave-holding  portion,  the  United 
StateSi  from  the  adoption  of  their 


experiment  ?  This  was,  moreover, 
a  measure  calculated  in  no  slight 
degree  to  alarm  other  colonies  that 
were  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  similar 
form  of  government.  Many  im- 
portant considerations,  said  the 
right  hon.  ^  baronet,  called  upon 
them  to  consider  most  maturely, 
whether  no  other  alternative  could 
be  adopted  than  the  abolition  of 
the  constitution.  The  insolent 
language  used  by  the  assembly 
had  been  pleaded  in  justification 
of  those  proceedings,  but  could 
there  be  a  more  dangerous  ground 
for  legislation  than  the  intemper- 
ate demeanour  of  a  popular  assem- 
bly? No  popular  government 
could  be  maintained  for  an  hour  if 
that  ground  were  held  to  be  justi- 
fiable. The  assembly  of  Jamaica 
had  possibly  no  inconsiderable 
grounds  for  provocation.  When  it 
was  proposed  last  year,  to  abolish 
the  remaining  term  of  apprentice- 
ship, ministers  very  justly  met  the 
demand  with  a  refusal,  alleging, 
that  the  national  faith  was  pledged 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  full 
term  of  service,  and  that  indepen- 
dently of  this  consideration,  it  was 
better  for  it  to  continue  till  its 
proper  expiration.  This  was  right. 
But  what  did  they  think  of  the 
governor  of  Jamaica  holding  lan- 
guage to  the  assembly,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  though  parliament  had 
refused  to  curtail  the  apprentice- 
ship, they  ought  nevertheless  to 
terminate  it  of  themselves?  When 
they  found  the  executive  authority 
combined  with,  perhaps  he  ought 
not  to  say  physical  force,  but  with 
the  influence  of  numbers,  no  option 
was  left  them  but  to  do  that  which 
the  government  at  home  refused  to 
sanction^  and  abolish  the  appren- 
ticeship. The  colonial  assembly 
was  then  entitled  to  some  little 
indulgence.    Nothing  indeed  could 
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be  more  objectionable  than  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  acted 
with  regard  to  prison  discipline, 
but,  nevertheless,  more  pains 
ought  to  have  been  taken  to  point 
out  the  impolicy  of  the  course  to 
which  they  were  committing  them- 
selves, and  to  convince  them,  that 
this  bill  was  part  of  the  system 
necessary  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  measure  of  emancipation.  In 
J 827,  the  governor  stated  to  the 
house  that  in  1840,  when  the 
apprenticeship  would  expire,  their 
attention  would  be  called  to  the 
subject  of  prison  discipline.  Cap- 
tain Pringle  was  sent  out  towards 
the  end  of  that  year,  to  make  an 
inquiry  and  to  report*  Instead, 
however,  of  intimating  to  them 
that  parliament  would  provide  for 
a  system  of  prison  discipline,  cap- 
tain Pringle  was  allowed  to  com- 
municate with  the  house  of  assem- 
blv,  and  he  stated  to  them  that  it 
would  be  better  not  to  grant 
any  land  at  present  for  prisons. 

All  this  certainly  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  raise  an  expectation  that 
interference  would  be  resorted  to. 
Well,  on  the  16th  of  July,  captain 
Pringle's  report  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  house  of  lords,  no  com. 
municalion  whatever  was  for- 
warded to  the  island,  and  at  the 
end  of  July,  the  bill  was  passed. 
Without  any,  the  least,  intimation 
to  the  assembly,  proclamations 
were  issued,  promulgating  the  new 
act  as  law.  In  the  steps  they  then 
adopted,  the  house  of  assembly 
acted  unadvisedly,  but  as  they  de- 
clared their  readiness  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  the  public  creditor, 
and  to  provide  for  the  civil  service 
of  the  island,  and  would,  no  doubt, 
if  time  had  been  allowed  them, 
have  passed  some  of  the  seventeen 
annual  acts  which  they  were 
charged  with  uot  enacting,  wb^ 


not  give  them  the  opportunity  of 
collecting  the  taxes,  and  trust  to 
their  returning  good  sense  and 
moderation  ?  Without  being  the 
advocate  of  the  colonial  assembly, 
he  was  certainly  of  opinion,  that 
they  had,  by  their  want  of  temper, 
lost  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
case  against  the  government. 

Sir  S.  Lushington  maintained, 
that  although  the  vituperative  lan- 
guage of  the  Jamaica  legislature 
was  not  an  adequate  reason  for 
taking  away  their  power,  it  neTer- 
theless  formed  no  inconsiderable 
argument  for  such  a  temporary 
suspension  as  might  be  necessary 
to  restore  its  functions.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  colonists  were 
at  all  compelled  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal of  immediate  abolition  made 
by  sir  Lionel  Smith ;  they  had 
agreed  to  it  out  of  reluctance  to 
obey  the  act  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment  for  the  amendment  of  the 
emancipation  bill.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  some  intimation,  of  the 
prison  bill,  ought  to  have  been 
conveyed  in  the  governor's  speedi* 
Now  he  had  looked  into  the  speech 
delivered  by  sir  Lionel,  previous  to 
the  passing  the  abolitioi^  act,  and, 
singularly  enough,  there  did  not 
occur  in  it  the  slightest  indka- 
tion  of  that  measiure.  In  point  ci 
fact,  it  was  not  customary  for  the 
governor  to  allude  to  measures  in 
his  opening  address,  but  to  give 
notice  of  despatches  to  be  comnui- 
nicated,  and  to  reserve  the  state- 
ment of  their  coatents  till  an 
opportunity  came  for  laying  them 
before  the  house.  After  all,  this  bill 
merely  empowered  the  governor  to 
make  regulations,  and  the  penally 
so  much  complained  of  was  not 
more  than  20/.,  ia  case  of  refusal 
or  resistance  to  inspection,  a  very 
dight  restriction  on  the  power  of  the 
asfiesibly  ia  the  exisfiing  neceflfiifey* 
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What  lord  Stanly  chiefly  hlamed 
the  governor  for  was  this^  that  ontil 
driven  by  public  clamour,  they  had 
ilo  intention  of  recofntnendiiig  total 
abdition  in  1838.  Being  once 
compelled  to  make  that  recom- 
mendation, it  was  their  duty  to 
originate  measures  for  meeting  the 
emergencies  of  immediate  eman- 
dpation.  Instead,  however,  of  this, 
they  studiously  kept  the  colonial 
legislature  unprepared,  and  when 
tbey  did  call  on  them  to  act  under 
such  pressure,  as  the  language  of 
Sir  Lionel  Smith  showed,  they  had 
none  of  the  measures  which  ought 
to  have  accompanied  that  call  in 
readiness,  although  they  were 
aware  how  greatly  the  island 
most  suffer  by  their  neglect.  The 
object  of  the  apprenticeship  system 
was  to  give  time  for  measures  of 
precaution.  But  the  assembly  had 
been  prevented  from  making  due 
provision  for  many  important  mat* 
ters,  by  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
compelled  to  pass  the  abolition  act, 
vrhich  had  been  forced  upon  them 
in  the  most  vexatious  manner  in 
ivhich  a  law  could  possibly  be 
pressed  upon  a  legislature.  What 
was  the  language  of  the  governor  ? 
*'  Jamaica  is  in  your  hands,  she 
wsmts  repose,  and  will  acquire  it 
by  the  passing  of  this  law."  Their 
answer  was,  '^we  will  pass  this 
law ;  and  we  do  hope  that  having 
complied  with  every  demand,  we 
shall  enjoy  the  repose  we  have 
been  promised."  The  tone  of  cor- 
dial congratulation  in  which  sir 
Lionel  thanked  the  assembly  for 
the  great  boon  that  had  been 
conferred  upon  the  people,  was 
calculated  to  corroborate  this  im- 
pression, and  in  this  expectation 
they  returned  to  their  homes. 
The  first  recompense  for  so  much 
compliance,  was  another  act  con- 
taining a  worse  invasion  of  their 


privileges  ihan  the  former,  and  the 
only  intimation  of  the  enactment, 
was  the  governor's  proclamation 
unaccompanied  with  any  explana- 
tion whatever  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  British  legislature  had 
based  it.  It  might  possibly  be  un- 
usual, but,  upon  so  extraordinary 
an  occasion,  the  governor  ought  cer- 
tainly to  have  informed  them  of  the 
intended  measure,  stating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  no  intention  ext 
isted  of  interfering  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  house,  further  than 
might  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
secure  the  great  object  for  which 
the  bill  had  been  introduced,  the 
effectual  operation  of  the  abolition 
of  negro  slavery.  Nothing  of  the 
sort  had  been  attempted ;  and, 
indeed,  the  despatches  of  the  go- 
vernor, for  the  last  four  years, 
were  so  far  from  evincing  any 
tendency  to  soothe  an  irritated 
and  prejudiced  community,  that 
they  had  worn,  throughout,  a  com- 
pletely partizan  complexion,  and 
exhibited  traces  of  a  series  of  petty 
vexations,  one  after  another. 

The  discussion  was  closed  by 
lord  John  Russell,  who  denied  that 
the  home- government  had  any 
hand  in  precipitating  the  final 
emancipation  of  the  apprentices. 
When  the  subject  was  discussed 
in  the  antecedent  session,  they 
had  subjected  themselves  to  no 
little  unpopularity  by  maintaining 
that  this  event,  however  desirable 
in  itself,  would  be  more  properly 
consummated  by  an  act  of  the 
assembly  of  Jamaica,  who  were 
entitled  to  be  consulted  on  the 
subject.  But,  urged  the  noble  lord, 
the  grounds  of  the  exasperation  of 
the  colonial  legislature  had  been 
misapprehended  in  the  present 
debate,  for  in  point  of  fact,  the 
vituperative  language  of  their  pro- 
test was  directed^  not  towards  the 


104]    ANNUAL     REGISTER,  1839. 


act  of  1838  for  tlie  abolition  of 
appreDticesbip,  but  against  a  mea- 
sure wbicb  it  bad  been  found  ne- 
cessary to  pass  in  the  preceding 
year  for  the  amendment  of  the  act 
of  emancipation^  in  consequence 
of  the  manner  in  which  that 
enactment  was  most  grossly  eva- 
ded in  the  treatment  of  the 
apprentices,  under  the  provisional 
system  which  had  been  lately 
terminated. 

The  house  of  commons,  con* 
tinned  the  noble  lord,1was  bound 
by  the  resolution  of  the  previous 
session,  regularly  to  superintend 
the  condition  of  the  negro  popula- 
tion whenever  they  should  come 
into  the  full  use  of  their  freedom, 
and  he  could  not  believe,  that  it  lay 
within  the  contemplation  of  his 
noble  friend,  when  this  numerous 
black  people  were  once  entirely 
free,  to  permit  the  legislature  of 
Jamaica  to  enact  any  statutes,  how- 
ever oppressive,  or  however  evasive 
of  the  emancipation  bill,  because, 
according  to  the  definition  given  in 
their  protest,  they  did  not  relate  to 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  True 
it  was,  that  the  crown  might  place 
its  veto  upon  any  such  proceedings^ 
but  there  might,  nevertheless,  exist, 
very  conceivably,  many  old  colonial 
acts  and  usages,  whose  application 
to  the  state  of  the  freed  blacks^ 
would  in  effect  enable  those  who 
had  held  the  property  for  so  long 
a  course  of  years,  together  with 
superiority  of  other  kinds,  to  exer- 
cise a  very  grinding  oppression. 
The  temporary  suspension,  said  lord 
John  Russell  in  conclusion,  would 
be  amply  compensated  by  the  in- 
termission which  it  would  give  to 
the  passions  of  the  two  opponent 
parties,  who  were  not  likely  to 
enter  forthwith  upon  their  consti- 
tutional powers  without  a  consi- 
derable strugglej  on  the  one  side 


to  maintain  their  present  position, 
and  to  rival  or  to  supersede  on  the 
other. 

On  the  2drd  of  April,  the  bill 
arrived  at  the  second  reading.  On 
this  occasion  sir  R.  Peel  stated, 
that  he  would  allow  the  bill  to  be 
read  again  pro  formd.  Counsel 
would  then  be  heard  at  the  bar 
against  the  measure.  He  was 
even  content  to  have  the  bill  com* 
mitted  and  take  the  discussion  on 
the  question  that  the  speaker  do 
now  leave  the  chair.  In  the  mean- 
while it  might  be  as  well  to  mention 
his  present  views  on  the  subject, 
which,  as  he  did  not  look  upon  it- 
as  a  party  question,  would  not 
compromise  those  with  whom  he 
was  usually  connected,  in  their 
conduct  with  regard  to  any  part 
of  the  measure.  Before  then,  that 
they  proceeded  to  suspend  the  con- 
stitution for  five  years,  and  to  vest 
so  great  an  authority  of  taxation  in 
a  government  by  no  means  popular 
in  its  form,  he  would  wish  to  give 
to  the  local  government  of  Jamaica 
the  power  of  reconsidering  their 
course  and  returning  to  their  duties, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  prison  bill 
was  maintained,  and  the  right  to 
pass  that  measure  distinctly  ex- 
pressed to  the  assembly.  The 
house  of  assembly,  however,  might 
still  adhere  to  their  refractory 
courses,  and  in  the  event  of  such 
a  contingency,  he  was  disposed  to 
confide  to  ministers  the  power  of 
carrying  on  the  government  for  a 
time  until  parliament  should  de- 
cide otherwise ;  or,  if  it  could  be 
further  shown  that  public  business 
would  be  prejudiced  by  such  delay, 
he  would  make  no  more  opposition 
to  the  progress  of  the  bill. 

Counsel  were  then  heard,  as  in- 
deed was  the  case  on  almost  every 
stase  of  this  bUl^  and  of  the  one 
which    was    afterwards    subeti* 
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tutedy  in  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment. But,  although  sergeant 
Merewether»  and  especially  Mr. 
Burge,  the  accredited  agent  of  the 
Jamaica  assembly,  maintained  the 
cause  of  their  colonial  clients  with 
much  and  pertinacious  ability,  we 
have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  any  further  notice  of  their 
long  and  elaborate  speeches,  which 
indeed  the  limits  of  our  work 
would  at  any  rate  scarcely  permit, 
under  the  confidence  that  the  rea- 
der will  find  their  more  material 
arguments,  either  originated  or 
reproduced  in  the  course  of  the 
protracted  discussions  of  which  we 
are  to  give  an  account. 

On  the  drd  of  May,  in  opening 
the  debate  upon  the  question  that 
the  speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair, 
sir  Robert  Peel  could  not  help  ex- 
pressing his  disappointment  that  it 
had  not  been  found  practicable 
to  come  to  some  arrangement  with 
regard  to  the  government  of  Jamai- 
ca, without  any  party  conflict,  or 
even  any  serious  division  of  opi- 
nion on  the  course  to  be  pursued. 
He  might,  perhaps,  have  taken  a 
different  view  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  question,  but  he  had  looked  in 
vain  for  any  message  delivered  to 
the  house  lamenting  the  necessity, 
while  it  recommended  the  measure 
of  suspending  the  functions  of  the 
representative  assembly  of  Jamaica. 
The  temporary  abrogation  of  a 
popular  form  of  government  in  Ca- 
nada, in  the  preceding  year,  was 
by  no  means  a  precedent  to  be  fol- 
lowed, lest  it  might  seem  to  be  a 
practice  of  the  parliament  to  sus- 
pend a  popular  constitution  every 
session.  Up  to  this  very  hour, 
said  the  right  hon.  baronet,  the  co- 
lonists were  entirely  unaware  of 
the  heavy  penalty  about  to  be  in- 
flicted on  them— they  were,  with- 
QQt  an7  intimation  of  these  heavy 


accusations,  and  a  most  careful  ex- 
amination of  all  the  papers  bearing 
on  the  subject,  enabled  him  to  de- 
clare his  most  sincere  opinion 
there  was  no  vindication  in  justice 
or  in  equity  for  the  method  upon 
which  they  were  on  the  point  of 
entering.  "  There  are,"  said  Mr. 
Canning  in  1824,  *'  three  possible 
modes  in  which  parliament  mieht 
deal  with  the  people  of  Jamaica. 
By  the  application  of  direct  force 
we  might  crush  them  with  a  finger 
— wc  might  harass  them  with  fis- 
cal regulations,  restraining  their  na- 
vigation— or  we  might  pursue  the 
slow  and  steady  course  of  authori* 
tative  admonition.  Now,  I  am  for 
tryins  first,  that  which  I  have  last 
mentioned.  I  trust  we  shall  never 
be  driven  to  the  second ;  and,  with 
respect  to  the  first,  I  will  only  now 
say,  that  no  feeling  of  wounded 
pride,  no  motive  of  questionable 
expediency,  nothing  short  of  real 
and  demonstrable  necessity,  shall 
induce  me  to  moot  the  awful  ques- 
tion of  the  transcendental  power  of 
parliament  over  every  dependency 
of  the  British  crown.  That  trans- 
cendental power  is  an  arcanum  of 
the  empire,  which  ought  to  be  kept 
back  within  the  penetralia  of 
the  constitution.  It  exists,  but  it 
should  be  veiled.  It  should  not 
be  produced  in  cases  of  petty 
refractoriness  or  temporary  mis- 
conduct, nor  indeed  on  any  oc- 
casion short  of  the  utmost  ex- 
tremity of  the  state."  Adopting 
the  sentiments  of  that  great 
statesman,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  necessity  had  ar- 
rived for  bringing  the  transcenden. 
tal  power  from  the  penetralia  of 
the  temple ;  and  he  only  wished 
the  house  could  be  made  to  perceive 
the  probable  consequences  of  the 
double  precedent  now  about  to  be 
eety  and  the  general  uneasiness  that 
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would  be  caused  in  other  colonies^ 
with  half  the  force  of  his  own  deep 
conviction. 

The  enacting  clauses  of  this  bill, 
said  sir  R.  Peel,  wete  contained  in 
two  pages ;  it  was  a  brief  and 
compehdious  measure,  and  wisely 
so ;  for  the  necessity  of  the  case 
might  absolutely  require,  in  the 
event  of  this  law  passing,  that  they 
should  take  such  extraordinary 
powers ;  and  the  measure,  in  the  se- 
cond place,  would  go  to  establish 
the  most  unmitigated  despotism. 
Could  they  name,  he  would  ask,  any 
crown  colony,  n6t  having  a  charter, 
and  governed  by  absolute  power^ 
that  was  subject  to  such  regula<» 
tions  ?  Had  they  ever  treated 
with  the  same  severity  any  con- 
quered dependency  ?  Before  they 
came  to  the  resolution  of  suspend- 
ing the  constitution  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, distinct  notice  had  been  gi- 
ven ;  for  several  years  the  supplies 
had  been  refused  in  contravention 
of  an  implied  contract ;  admonitory ' 
resolutions  were  carried  without 
effect,  and  then,  after  all,  the  bill 
was  passed. 

There  was  no  indication  in 
the  preamble  of  this  bill  of  the  in- 
tention of  government  ia  passing 
it ;  but  in  the  recital  of  the  Canada 
bill  it  was  distinctly  stated  that  the 
measure  was  intended  to  enable 
parliament  to  frame  another  consti- 
tution based  on  popular  principles. 
It  was  carefully  provided  in  the 
latter  case  that  no  tax  or  duty  of 
any  kind  should  be  imposed,  which 
might  not  be  payable  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  act; 
whereas,  an  unlimited  power  of 
taxation  was  vested  in  the  governor, 
and  virtually  in  the  three  salaried 
commissioners,  by  the  provisbns  of 
the  present  projected  law.  The 
only  security  against  the  most  ar- 
bitrary demeanour  was  such   as 


might  be  found  in  the  g6od  will  of 
the  predominant  parties. 

And  what,  exclaimed  sir  Robert 
Peel,  was  the  society  to  which  this 
bill  was  to  be  applied  ?  No  less 
than  one  half  of  the  whole  of  the 
white  population  in  th6  British 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and 
South  America.  The  whole  pub- 
lic revenue  of  those  dependencies 
was  540,000/.;  the  revenue  of  Jama- 
ica alone  amounted  to  300,000/.  The 
annual  expenditure  of  the  former 
was  551,000/.,  and  that  of  Jamaica 
reached  300,000/.  Again,  the  va^ 
lue  of  the  imports  of  our  colonies  in 
those  regions  in  1838  amounted  to 
5,806,000/.;  the  imports  of  Jama- 
ica in  the  same  year  were  estimated 
at  3,000,000/.  In  the  same  period 
the  value  of  the  exports  from  the 
South  American  and  West  Indian 
colonies  was  laid  at  9,932^300/. 
In  Jamaica  the  exportations  were 
upwards  of  4,000,000/.  So  much 
for  the  importance  of  an  island 
which  represented  one  half  of  the 
trade,  revenues,  and  population  of 
our  West  Indian  possessions* 

Jamaica  received  its  first  regular 
form  of  government  from  CbarksII 
in  1661,  consisting  of  a  governor 
and  a  council  of  twelve  chosen  by 
the  crown.  A  few  years  after- 
wards the  house  of  assembly  was 
constituted.  In  1678  the  mi* 
nisters  of  the  same  monarch  oom- 
menced  a  series  of  attacks  upon  the 
privileges  of  that  body,  which  were 
in  the  end  completely  repelled  and 
made  nugatory  by  the  firmnesa  oi 
the  assembly, — ^and  yet  the  Ame- 
rican revolution  had  not  then  taken 
place,  ^nor  had  any  Chatham  spo- 
ken upon  the  ri^t  of  imposing 
taxes  on  the  colonies.  He  men-* 
tioned  this  to  warn  hon.  gentlemen 
that  although  the  negroes  were  far 
more  numerous  than  the  white 
peoplei  they  would  find,  aever^e*  , 
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Ibbb,  greater  difficulties  in  adminis^' 
ter'iDg  the  govemment  of  Jamaica 
from  home  than  might  at  first  be 
looked  for,  from  so  limited  a  place* 

It  would  be  well  for  them^  coii<* 
tinued  tat  Robert  Peel^  to  remem- 
ber Mr.  fiurke's  speech  in  1775,  on 
his  resolutions  for  conciliation  with 
the  colonies.  That  great  statesman 
gave  six  capital  causes  for  the  in-* 
tractable  spirit  of  the  North 
American  plantations^  —  descent, 
form  of  govemment,  religion  in 
the  iM>rthem  provinces,  manners 
in  the  southern,  education,  and  re« 
moteness  of  situation  from  the 
prime  mover  of  govemment. 
Might  not,  ai&cd  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  some  of  tliese  be  in  opera* 
tion  in  the  }H:esent  case?  Was 
not  this  a  colony  planted  during 
the  religious  ferment  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ?  Were  the  proprietors 
of  Jamaica  less  accessible  to  the 
haughty  spirit  of  domination  than 
the  slave- holding  colonists  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Carolina,  and  all  other 
masters  of  slaves  who  are  not  slaves 
themselves?  Hardly  less  power- 
ful was  the  last  mentioned 
cause  of  disobedience,  for  it  was 
not  merely  moral,  but  lay  deep  in 
the  constitution  of  things — many 
thousand  miles  of  ocean  intervened 
between  the  dependency  and  the 
mother  country— no  contrivance 
could  prevent  the  effect  of  this 
distance  in  weakening  government. 
Seas  rolled,  and  months  passed  be- 
tween the  order  and  the  execution, 
and  the  want  of  a  speedy  explana- 
tion of  a  single  point  was  enough 
to  defeat  a  whole  system. 

It  was  further  urged  by  sir 
Robert  Peel,  that  the  sympathy 
excited  by  this  measure  throughout 
the  western  colonies  would  ma- 
teriaUy  obstruct  the  success  of  the 
projected  plan.  The  govemment 
might  certainly  coaler  npoa  any 


three  individuals— for  anything 
he  knew  upon  the  aides-de-camp 
of  the  govemor-o-an  unlimited 
power  of  taxation ;  but  would  the 
people  quietly  submit  ? 

It  was,  moreover,  rather  singa-* 
lar  that  a  bill  should  have  been 
proposed  in  the  present  reign^ 
modelled  upon  the  measure  cf 
1774  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  govemment  of  the  province  of 
Massachuset's-bay.  Did  the  house 
remember  the  recital  of  that  act, 
which  took  the  whole  executive 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  existing 
popular  governor,  and  placed  it  in 
the  hands  of  a  governor  and  coun- 
cillors? They  might  also  find  a 
lesson  in  the  recollection  that  a  day 
arrived  when  the  parliament  was 
obliged ,  to  give  in  its  formal  re* 
nunciation  of  the  asserted  right  of 
taxation,  and  to  repeal  that  unfor* 
tunate  act  which  had  been  made 
the  pattern  of  the  present  bill  for 
providing  for  the  govemment  of 
Jamaica. 

These  were  important  consider- 
ations ;  but  if  there  was  one  pro- 
ceeding more  fraught  with  mischief 
than  another,  it  would  be  to  pass 
the  measure  under  false  pretences. 
Such  a  step  would  infallibly  impair 
the  veneration  of  the  mother 
country,  and  go  to  make  a  prece- 
dent of  colonial  legislature  full  of 
peril  for  all  time  to  come,  should 
they  ever,  under  the  conceivable 
concurrence  of  imperative  causes, 
be  driven  to  the  temporary  inter- 
ruption of  a  colonial  constitution. 
Let  the  real  reasons  for  bringing 
forward  the  measure  by  all  means 
be  produced,  if  it  were  only  for 
the  sake  of  reconciling  the  people 
to  it.  Now  it  was  simply  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill, 
that  whereas  the  house  of  assenu 
bly  had  refused,  unless  certain 
conditions  were  complied  with,  to 
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exercise  any  legislative  functions 
other  than  might  be  necessary  to 
provide  for   the   security  of  the 
public  creditor;   and  whereas  it 
was  expedient  to  make  temporary 
provision  for  making  several  enact- 
ments affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
island ;  it  should  not  be  necessary 
to    summon    that    body    for  the 
despatch  of  business  until  the  1st 
day  of  January  of  a  given  year: 
and  this  was  the  whole  vindication 
for  the  bill  to  which  it  preluded. 
Nothing  was  said  about  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  Jamaica — the 
new  distribution  of  the  franchise, 
not  a  word  of  that— ^no  mention 
was  made  of  the  general  refractory 
conduct  of  the  local  legislature. 
So  far  from  its  appearing  on  the 
face  of  this  recital  to  have  been  a 
welcome  occasion  of  interference 
for  salutary  purposes,  they   pro- 
fessed to  lament  the  necessity  of 
resorting    to  such  an  expedient. 
Their    own     speeches,    however, 
exhibited    a    different    language. 
It  was  not  by  reason  of  some  par- 
ticular   insubordinate  act  of  the 
house  of  assembly,  so  much  as  upon 
the  allegation    of    a    continuous 
course    of   misconduct,   and    the 
refusal  on  their  part  of  any  cordial 
co-operation,  that  the  present  mo- 
mentous measure  was  brought  in. 
But  was  this  charge  borne  out? 
The  house  of  assembly  was  absent 
— it  was  even    ignorant    of   the 
indictment.     He  would,  however, 
summon  unexceptionable  witnesses 
— themselves  the  ministers,   and 
the    governor    of   Jamaica.     Sir 
Robert  Peel  then  pointed  to  many 
flattering  despatches,  many  com- 
plimentary speeches  made  on  va- 
rious   occasions    by    the    colonial 
governor  since  the  passing  of  the 
emancipation  bill,  and  cited  an  ad- 
dress delivered  by  sir  Lionel  Smith 
of  69  late  a  date  as  October  1837« 


in  which  he  declared  to  the  assem- 
bly, that  "  frequent  experience  in 
their  local  affairs  had  not  di« 
minLshed  his  confidence  in  them." 
Were  these,  demanded  the  right 
hon.  baronet  honest  commenda- 
tions; or  had  ministers  been  in 
fact  merely  cajoling  the  Jamaican 
planters?  Despatches  of  a  con« 
flicting  tenour  might  possibly  also 
be  in  existence;  but  it  was  not 
the  less  upon  public  record,  that 
up  to  October  1837,  the  house  of 
assembly  had  done  nothing  to  war- 
rant the  suspension  of  its  consti- 
tution. 

To  come  to  the  second  period— 
from  the  end  of  1837  to  the  present 
jrear.  He  did  not  defend  the 
policy  of  the  colonial  body;  no 
man  could  regret  more  deeply  both 
their  language  and  their  acts ;  but 
the  question  was,  whether  the 
government  had  given  a  fair  chance 
to  the  assembly,  and  tried  the 
effect  of  time  and  reconsideration 
upon  their  exasperated  feelings,  by 
leaving  them  a  locus  peniicntice. 
They  had  not  adopted  this  course 
which  he  had  so  earnestly  recom- 
mended, and  no  doubt  they  were 
acting  upon  conscientious  motives 
in  the  part  so  taken;  but  the 
proof  of  its  injustice  lay  their  own 
recorded  admissions — Ex  ore  tuo 
condemnaris. 

Let  them  consider  the  circum* 
stances  under  which  the  ap- 
prenticeship period  was  put  an  end 
to.  This  system  was  originally 
resorted  to  on  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  1833,  and  was  intended 
to  continue  for  seven  years,  in 
order  to  leave  room  for  the  intro- 
duction of  measures  affecting  the 
altered  relations  of  the  negroes, 
and  to  serve  as  a  supplement  to  the 
grant  of  compensation.  In  1838, 
a  great  ferment  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land on  this  subjectj  and  proposals 
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were  made  for  cutting  short  by 
two  years  the  term  of  apprentice- 
ship. These  were  justly  discoun- 
tenanced by  the  government,  on  the 
ground  that  the  national  faith  was 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
system  until  its  legal  expiration. 
It  was  J  however,  curtailed  in  the 
same  year  by  the  colonial  legisla- 
tures of  the  West  Indies.  This 
step  might  have  been  taken  out  of 
fear,  or  from  more  generous  feel- 
ings. If  it  proceeded  from  the 
latter^  might  not  the  sacrifice  so 
made  entitle  them  to  some  con- 
sideration, when  a  subsequent  act 
— avowedly  one  of  irritation- 
brought  them  under  the  displea- 
sure of  the  home  government ;  or 
supposing  it  to  have  been  the 
result  of  extreme  pressure  from 
without,  would  they  make  no 
allowance  for  the  excitation  of  men 
who  had  just  relinquished  an  ad- 
mitted rights  guaranteed  by  the 
national  honour  ?  It  was  a  punish. 
ment  more  than  commensurate 
with  the  offence,  to  visit  a  single 
rash  procedure  with  the  temporary 
abrogation  of  a  constitution. 

Coincidences  were  sometimes 
singular,  and  there  were  some 
remarkable  ones  connected  with 
the  present  case.  On  the  16th  of 
July,  1838,  the  government  re- 
ceived a  despatch  from  sir  Lionel 
Smithy  conveying  the  decision  of 
the  Jamaican  assembly ;  and,  so  it 
was,  that  on  the  very  day  succeed- 
ing, the  Jamaica  prison  bill  was 
presented  to  the  house  of  Lords-— 
no  very  gracious  compensation  for 
their  concessions.  The  bill  was 
carried  out.  In  Barbadoes,  sir 
Evan  Macgregor  introduced  it  in 
an  explanatory  speech  to  the  as- 
semblyy  who  were  assured  that  it 
would  not  be  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent, the  object  being  nothing 
more  than  the  establishment  of  one 


uniform  system  throughout  the 
West  Indian  dependencies.  In 
Jamaica,  on  the  contrary,  the  first 
notice  was  conveyed  by  the  procla- 
mation of  the  governor,  who  made 
no  allusion  to  the  measure  in  his 
opening  speech.  It  might  be  true 
that  no  precedent  existed  for  such 
a  course  $  but  neither  was  there 
any  precedent  for  the  prison's  bill 
itself,  and  it  would  therefore  have 
been  wiser  to  have  adopted  a  more 
conciliatory  demeanour. 

Very  far  as  he  was  from  justify- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  colonial 
body,  sir  Robert  Peel  could  not 
bring  himself  upon  the  grounds  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  to  support  a 
bill  which  went  to  overthrow  an 
ancient  constitution.  The  Ja- 
maicans had  perhaps  been  too 
pertinacious ;  but  that  was  not  the 
ground  of  deprivation  alleged  by 
this  bill :  the  ground  put  forward 
was  the  demand  of  a  condition, 
which,  in  fact,  had  never  been  de- 
manded. "  Of  any  little  intem- 
perance in  a  popular  assembly,*' 
proceeded  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
"this  house  should  be  slow  to 
complain.  When  you  thought 
yourselves  trenched  upon  by  the 
lords,  you  expressed  your  dis- 
pleasure in  no  very  measured  lan- 
guage; and  will  you  now  apply 
for  their  concivrrence  with  you  in 
a  bill  that  punishes  Jamaica  merely 
for  expressing  her  own  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  enables  the  Jamaican 
house  of  lords  to  tax  the  colonists 
without  their  consent  ?  *  Take  the 
beam  from  your  own  eye,  before 
you  pluck  the  mote  from  another's ; 
and  mete  with  the  measure  which 
you  wish  meted  to  yourselves.'  '* 

Mr.  Labouchere,  on  the  other 
hand,  maintained  that  the  result  of 
the  great  experiment  of  emancipa- 
tion would  mainly  depend  on  the 
fate  of  this  bill.     Recapitulating 
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all  the  circumstances  of  the  pend- 
ing dispute,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
diey  amounted  to  nothing  less  than 
a  virtual  requisition  on  the  part  of 
the  assemhly  that  parliament  should 
alter  its  course.  Much  quibhling 
had  been  expended  upon  the  words, 
but  it  came  after  all  to  this.  It  was 
the  merest  fancy  of  gentlemen  at 
home  to  imagine  that  the  method 
of  the  proclamation  had  given  any 
offence,  or  that  the  assembly  had 
taken  umbrage  at  the  language  of 
sir  Lionel  Smith.  So  far  was  this 
from  being  the  case,  that  the  seve- 
ral speakerSi  as  reported  in  the 
Jamaican  Hansard,  were  very  par- 
ticular in  exempting'  the  demeanour 
of  the  governor  from  any  censure, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  laid  the 
whole  responsibility  of  the  measure 
upon  the  home  government,  whose 
instrument  he  was.  The  real 
grounds  of  the  quarrel  were  uo 
points  c^  etiquette,  but  the  inter- 
ference of  the  British  le^slature. 
"  It  was  worse  than  useless,"  said 
Mr.  Barclay,  a  prominent  speaker, 
"  to  keep  up  merely  the  show  of 
legislation  when  the  substance  was 
gone  ;  the  time  had  arrived,  when 
the  house  should,  in  justice  to 
itself  and  its  constituents,  make  a 
stand  by  bringing  the  question 
foirly  to  is»sue,  whether  the  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  colony 
were  to  be  made  there  or  at  home." 
The  same  language  was  adopted 
by  other  speakers  ;  and  when  the 
assembly  came  to  the  solemn  reso- 
lution, of  desisting  from  all  legisla- 
tion at  a  juncture  when  there  was 
the  most  urgent  necessity  for  the 
discharge  of  its  functions,  unless 
upon  conditions  which  the  imperial 
parliament  could  never  concede,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  they  were  far 
more  prepared  than  the  right  hon. 
baronet  might  anticipate  for  a  mea- 
sure like  ihe  present.     The  de- 


clared determination  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel  to  oppose  the  project  because 
the  preamble  was  too  narrow  for 
the  bill,  however  much  he  might 
possibly  on  general  grounds  agree 
with  the  government,  was  a  de- 
cision unworthy  of  his  high  position 
in  the  country. 

The  only  chance,  continued  the 
under-secretary ,  of  securing  the  in- 
vestment of  English  capital  in  the 
island,  and  ensuring  success  to  the 
great  experiments  about  to  be  tried 
of  cultivating  the  estates  by  free 
labour,  lay  in  the  timely  introduc- 
tion of  proper  regulations.  It  would 
be  most  vexatious  ify  after  all,  the 
negroes  should  take  to  squatting 
and  pass  their  lives  in  indolence ; 
and  yet  but  half  of  the  good  work 
would  have  been  achieved  ^ntil 
the  black  was  raised  to  tlKl  coTidi«^ 
tion  of  a  free  and  laborious  citizen. 
As  matters  stood  the  n^to  refused 
to  enter  into  contracts.  Now  the 
only  method  for  obtaining  from  the 
black  population  the  continuous 
labour  which  was  notoriously  in- 
dispensable for  the  cultivation  of 
sugar,  was  to  induce  them  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  to  work  unin- 
terruptedly for  a  stipulated  sum  of 
money.  So  arbitrary,  however,  and 
partial  was  the  power  assigned 
by  the  present  law  of  contract  to 
the  master,  that  the  negro  was 
naturally  reluctant  to  engage  him- 
self on  such  conditions.  This  called 
for  alteration — so  likewise  did  the 
law  relating  to  the  militia — so 
did  the  vagrancy  law,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  courts  of  justice, 
and  it  would  also  be  advisable  to 
introduce  some  legal  measure  of 
relief  for  the  poor.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, could  be  effected  in  me  pre- 
sent discontinuance  of  all  legisla- 
tion. The  government  were  not 
disposed  on  their  part  to  make  the 
required  conoe^ions,  and  there  was 
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liUle  hope  that  the  aasemhly  would 
reranie  its  operaitions  to  anj  tiatis* 
factory  purpose.  The  present  tnea* 
8ure»  however,  avowedly  an  arbi^ 
trary  one,  would  after  all  only 
-place  Jamaica  for  the  time  on  the 
imme  footing  with  the  other  crown 
colonies  who  were  administered  by 
a  governor  and  council.  Mr.  La. 
boucherefiirther  observed  that  there 
was  no  intention  of  positively  re-^ 
stricting  the  number  of  councillors 
to  twelve,  and  concluded  by  pro- 
posing two  3rears  and  a  half  instead 
of  five,  as  the  shortest  interval 
within  which  the  measures  in  con- 
terapkition  could  be  prepared. 

Mr.  Godson,  who  opposed  the 
measure,  and  entered  into  some 
details  on  the  subject  of  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  the  representation  of 
the  white  inhabitants,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Charles  Bulier,  who 
delivered  a  clever  speech  in  its 
favour.  The  hon.  member  for  Lis-i 
keard  admitted  the  utter  invalidity 
of  the  ground  alleged  in  the  pre- 
amble, but  thought,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  bill  was  required  by 
the  general  circumstances  of  the 
black  and  white  people  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  eman- 
cipation act,  of  which  it  would 
have  formed  a  part,  if  lord  Stanley, 
who  conducted  that  measure,  had 
possessed  any  adequate  appreciation 
of  the  task  he  had  undertaken.  He 
could  remember  no  similarly  great 
social  resolution, 'and  in  history 
there  was  none  such  recorded,  and 
yet,  during  the  whole  supplemen- 
tary period  of  delay  which  had 
since  elapsed,  tliey  had  neglected  to 
introduce  one  single  modification 
into  the  political  institutions  of  a 
people  who  had  been  the  subjects 
of  so  violent  an  operation.  True 
it  was,  that  slavery  had  existed  in 
Europe  also,  and  had  there  been 
bng  extinguished  -,  but  its  termi- 


nation was  brought  about  in  this 
instance  by  the  spontaneous  efibrts 
of  the  communities  in  which  it 
prevailed  ;  the  minds  of  men  were 
prepared  gradually  for  the  change ; 
and  the  same  process  of  public 
opinion  which  abolished  personal 
servitude  simultaneously  enlarged 
the  political  rights  of  the  labouring 
classes. 

But,  contended  Mr.  BuUer,  in 
the  present  case,  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  400,000  the  act  had  affran- 
chised ihOre  than  300,000  deeded 
persons,  and  clothed  them  with  all 
the  responsibilities  and  privileges 
of  freemen.  Many  laws  were  re- 
quired by  so  momentous  a  change 
for  the  protection  of  freemen  in 
their  new  condition.  It  was  one 
of  the  peculiarities  of  slavery  that 
it  needed  scarcely  any  laws  to  re- 
gulate the  common  relations  of 
nfe.  So  long  as  men  were  in  that 
condition  they  had  no  civil  rights, 
but  with  the  acquisition  of  free- 
dom they  incurred  a  variety  of  re- 
lations, which  before  had  no  exist- 
ence in  the  stiite.  The  respective 
positions  of  master  and  servant^ 
landlord  and  tenant  were  then 
created — relations  affording  an  am- 
ple field  for  legislation  in  the  total 
absence  of  any  regulative  enact- 
ment. In  a  state  of  servitude, 
again,  it  was  the  master  who  took 
care  of  all  the  poor ;  and  no  va- 
grant laws  were  in  operation  but 
what  were  directed  against  run- 
away slaves  who  alone  could  be 
punished  for  vagrancy.  Very  many, 
moreover,  of  the  crimes  in  such  colo- 
nies were  offencesagainst  the  masters 
who  themselves  adjudicated  upon 
the  greater  number  of  those  delin- 
quencies,  and  the  same  persons  also 
adjusted  disputes  which  arose  be- 
tween their  slaves.  But  now,  con- 
tinued the  hon.  member,  that  they 
are  bectmie  free   citizens,  it  was 
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necessary  to  supply  all  these  legis- 
lative deficiencies — the  whole  of 
the  civil  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
criminal  law  needed  to  be  supplied^ 
nor  ought  any  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  introducing  measures  relative  to 
paupers,  and  making  provision, 
above  all,  for  that  education  which 
was  in  reality,  the  only  mode  by 
which  to  convert  a  degraded  being 
into  a  free  man. 

But  these  great  ends  were  only 
to  be  achieved  by  men  who  had 
no  regrets  for  property,  or  power 
that  had  passed  away,  not  under 
the  conduct  of  persons  who  sought 
to  perpetuate  slavery  beneath  the 
colour  of  the  vagrant  laws,  or  by 
means  of  iniquitous  contracts  for 
labour,  which  converted  into  help- 
less savages  the  men  whom  they 
could  not  reduce  to  servitude  :  yet 
when  had  the  Jamaican  assembly 
ever  made  laws  in  any  other  spirit  ? 
Or  was  it  likely  that  men,  who 
had  for  twenty  years  obstructed 
every  measure  for  the  benefit  of 
the  slaves,  would  enter  upon  their 
present  functions  with  any  more 
amicable  disposition. 

Possessing  as  he  did  some  know- 
ledge of  the  legislative  information 
which  existed  in  the  colonies,  Mr. 
BuUer  had  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  although  they  com- 
manded ample  materials  for  the 
routine  of  law-making  in  ordinary 
times,  it  was  not  possible  for  any 
similarly-constituted  colony  to  fur- 
nish persons  competent  to  execute 
the  great  task  which  was  now  to 
be  performed. 

A  more  amusing  field  for  anim- 
adversion was  presented  by  the 
affected  lamentation  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet  over  the  interference, 
with,  what  he  was  pleased  to  term, 
the  popular  rights  of  a  government, 
which  was  in  fact  made  up  of  a 
two-hundredth  part  of  the  whole 


constituency.  Sir  Robert  Peel  was 
consistent  in  this ;  but  what  could 
be  said  of  other  hon.  gentlemen, 
the  real  friends  of  popular  privi- 
leges, who  gave  their  support  and 
sympathy  to  the  member  for  Tam- 
worth  on  this  occasion  ?  The  mem- 
ber for  Kolkenny  was  indeed  always 
wrong  on  this  question,  it  was 
probably  his  one  weak  point,  but 
certainly  in  these  debates  his  hon. 
friend  was  apt  to  lean  a  great  deal 
more  than  was  due  to  the  planters 
and  too  little  to  the  slaves.  He 
would,  therefore,  leave  Mr.  Hume 
out  of  his  consideration,  and  con- 
fine his  astonishment  to  the  coo« 
duct  of  those  liberal  members  who 
could  compare  the  proposed  admi- 
nistration of  a  governor  aided  by  a 
council  of  £nglish  gentlemen  who 
were  amenable  to  public  opinion, 
to  the  most  oppressive  and  ccMTupt 
of  oligarchies,  an  ancient  oligar- 
chical aristocracy  of  overseers  and 
attorneys. 

It  was  said  that  all  this  would 
soon  find  its  remedy  in  the  acces- 
sion of  the  coloured  population  to 
the  franchise ;  but  this  gave  him  no 
consolation,  neither  party  ought  to 
be  set  over  the  other;  and  little 
as  was  the  credit  due  to  the  sup- 
position of  any  natural  incapacity 
in  the  black  population,  there  were 
nevertheless  some  temporarily  dis- 
qualifying circumstances  contracted 
in  long  habits  of  degradation  which 
made  him  unable  to  anticipate 
without  apprehension  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  the  franchise, 
from  the  extensive  creation  of 
qualifications  which  must  take 
place  in  the  existing  impossibility 
of  preventing  the  negroes  from 
squatting  upon  the  unoccupied 
lands. 

Whatever  might  be  the  merits 
of  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was  good,  founded 
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as  it  was  in  lamentable  necessity. 
He  would  not  resort  to  sir  Robert 
Peel's  proposal  for  escaping  from 
the  difficulty,  because  the  actual 
existence  of  the  constitution  in 
question  was  still  an  incorrigible 
eyil— tJEfear,  hear^  from  Sir  R, 
PeeL^  '*  I  suppose,"  said  Mr. 
Buller>  (who  occasioned  some 
laughter  by  his  jocular  self-posses- 
hion,  and  rather  vernacular  Ian. 
guage,)  '*  I  suppose  from  the  cheer. 
ing  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  who 
never  cheers  without  a  meaning, 
that  I  have  put  my  foot  in  it,  and 
given  him  some  great  advantage. 
I  agree,  however,  with  him  in  the 
general  principle  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  assembly  ought  to  be 
altered,  but  on  the  other  hand  I 
desire  to  use  the  present  occasion 
for  making  the  alteration.  When- 
ever an  opportunity  offers  of  up- 
setting an  oHgarchy,  I  will  never 
let  it  pass.  Does  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  baronet 
present  any  chance  of  honourable 
extrication  ?  He  comes  forward  as 
a  mediator,  but  has  taken  up  the 
oddest,  the  most  iudefensible  posi. 
tion.  He  is  not  half  as  good  a 
mediator  as  I  am,  for  I  have  the 
people  of  Jamaica  with  me,  and 
the  hon.  baronet  is  opposed  to 
them.  On  principle  I  protest 
against  the  course  propounded  of 
leaving  the  assembly  a  locus  pceni- 
tentias.  If  you  undertake  to  upset 
a  constitution  it  ought  to  be  effected 
absolutely,  not  contingently,  and 
upon  grave  and  comprehensive  rea- 
sons of  state,  without  leaving  it 
dependent  upon  the  good  temper 
of  ministers  or  their  antagonists,  or 
the  quality  of  the  conduct  dis- 
played in  the  management  of  a 
quarrel  between  two  rival  parties." 

Mr.  Hume  addressed  the  house 
after  Mr.  Buller.  He  expressed 
his  reluctance  to  separate  himself 
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on  this  occasion  from  a  liberal 
government,  but  it  was  really  im- 
possible for  him  to  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  so  great  an  injustice  as 
this. 

No  other  member  appearing 
disposed  to  continue  the  debate, 
the  speaker  was  about  to  put  the 
question,  and  the  house  had  begun 
to  clear  for  a  division,  when  sir 
George  Grey,  the  late  under-secre- 
tary  for  the  colonies,  rose.  He 
complained  that  no  conservative 
member  had  seized  this  opportunity 
of  producing  reasons  against  the 
measure  somewhat  stronger  than 
any  with  which  they  had  been 
favoured  by  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
whosedistinguishedabilities  seemed 
on  this  occasion  to  have  been 
weighed  down  by  the  opposite 
array  of  facts  and  arguments, 
which  he  had  rather  evaded  than 
discussed.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man then  went  on  to  notice  a 
variety  of  instances  in  which  the 
assembly  had  eluded  the  recom- 
mendations of  government  in 
favour  of  the  negroes,  and  referred 
in  attestation  to  several  conser- 
vative authorities.  He  then  en- 
tered into  the  circumstances  which 
created  the  necessity  of  the  prison 
bill,  and  proceeded  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  government  in  the 
introduction  of  it  with  much  spirit 
and  clearness. 

The  adjournment  of  the  debate 
was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Maclean, 
who  opened  the  discussion  on  the 
Monday  following.  He  contrasted 
the  course  now  adopted  with  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  same  minis- 
ters with  regard  to  Canada,  and 
maintained  that  in  this  measure, 
as  in  the  India  bill  under  George 
the  Third,  the  real  object  of  the 
Whigs  was  to  lay  hands  upon  the 
colonial  power  and  patronage. 

Sir  Eardly  Wilmot  hoped  the 
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Iiouse  would  not  allow  the  masters 
to  retain  the  negroes  in  slavery 
under  the  msBk  of  freedom.  To 
prevent  so  gi eat  an  evil^  it  was  his 
intention  to  support  the  bill^  how* 
ever  desirous  he  might  feel  of  dis- 
placing the  present  ministers. 

Mr.  Grote  declared  that  he  was 
unable  to  discern  in  this  bill  anjr 
prospect  of  benefit  to  the  blacks^ 
while  it  betrayed  many  tokens  of 
severity  towards  the  white  popu.- 
lation.  The  one  thing  desirable 
was>  to  introduce  among  the  re« 
cently  enfranchised  people,  oblivion 
f^  the  past  and  patience  under 
present  circumstances.  Ifthepre-* 
sent  constitution  failed  to  represent 
the  opinions  Of  the  great  body  of 
the  people^  he  was  quite  content 
lo  enlarge  the  constituency,  and 
this  indeed,  and  not  the  violent 
su^ension  of  the  assembly,  was 
the  proper  And  Specifk  remedy  for 
the  evU.  Should  the  proposed 
abrogation  be  allowed  to  take 
place,  no  man,  he  would  venture 
to  say,  would  ever  witness  a  re« 
vival.  The  supporters  of  the  bill 
themselves,  urged  the  hon.  gentle« 
man,  treated  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  government  with  just  con- 
tempt ;  but  if  the  bill  could  not  be 
maintained  on  its  preamble,  it 
ought  not  to  stand  at  all.  The 
movement  in  behalf  of  this  measure 
was  nothing  more  than  an  exagge* 
rated  anti-slavery  feeling,  kept 
alive  after  its  legitimate  purposes 
had  been  all  fulfilled;  and  the 
government,  in  point  of  fact, 
instead  of  endeavouring  to  put  the 
assembly  in  a  favourable  temper 
for  legislation,  had  done  every 
thing  to  exasperate  them,  both  in 
substance  and  manner. 

Mr.  Warburton  declared  that 
the  Direction  taken  to  the  preamble 
did  not  affect  his  mind,  for  it  had 
not  been  usual  to  stale  in  pi^amUes 


all  the  reasons  of  the  enactments 
following  them.  Mr.  Gaily  Knight 
took  the  opposite    view    of   the 
question,  and  was  followed  on  the 
same  side  by  Mr.  Goulbum,  who 
observed  that  none  of  its  supporters 
had   defended  the  bill  upon  the 
grounds  upon  whieh  it  had  been  in- 
troduced.  They  all  maintained  that 
it  was  not  poesiMe  for  a  body  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  rule  over 
slaves,  to  make  the  laws  neeessary 
for  those  persons  who  had  been 
emancipate.     If  that  was  it  just 
view  of  the  case,  were  they  pre- 
pared to  suspend  the  constitutions 
of  the  other  West  Indian  colonies  } 
And  yet  these  islands  had  acted 
far  more  reprehensibly  than   the 
legislature  in  question ;  and  instead 
of  insulting  the  government  by 
merely  doing  nothing,  they  bad 
passed  a  number  of  ensoiments, 
relating  to  contracts  between  mas* 
ten  and  servants,  of  so  tyrannical 
and  exorbitant  a  character,  that 
the  government  had   been  eom^^ 
pelled,  in  almost  every  case,  to 
disavow  them.     They  were  called 
upon  to  support  this  bill,  on  the 
grounds  that  it  favoured  the  inte- 
rests of  humanit}^— a  delusive  e^« 
pectation,  for  it  was  well  known 
that  in  the  United  States,  emanci- 
pation had  beon  oombated   with 
redoubled     acrimony    since     this 
country  had  given  freedom  to  the 
slaves  in  her  colonial  possesskms. 
Was  it,  indeed,  to  be  iMiped  thai 
Virginia,  Carolina,  or  Maryland 
could  ever  be  brought  to  Ub»!«t8 
their  blacks,  when  the  people  of 
those  countries  were  given  to  un- 
derstand by  the  Briti£  pailiaii^t 
that  emancipation  was  not  possibls 
without  the  abolition  (^  e^datiiig 
free  institutions  ^  Padiament,  ssii 
the  right  lum.  gentleamo,  would 
act  mudi  more  wudy,  if  th^  wooUl 
abstain  a?om^  hreakiag  down  tk» 
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irMe  orA&t  of  socioty,  and  leave 
like  negro  population  tobeabforbed, 
at  they  gnidui^ly  would  be  by  the 
apratian  of  the  eolontal  election 
kiw^  kHo  the  constitutional  body^ 
wbere  they  adght  make  for  them- 
aelves  thoee  eaactoientii^  which 
^ranld  be  but  impeiliecUy  firamed^ 
ekher  by  a  eecretary  of  atatc  or  a 
Itgiilaitive  councti  of  eommiiu 
■ionen. 

Mr.  O'Connell  lent  his  oounte. 
nanee  to  the  ministerial  measure, 
and  was  fdlowed  by  Mr.  Glad- 
atoiie>  who  went  at  some  length 
into  ^  prineipal  topics  of  the 
debate  with  his  usual  clearness  and 
Ibcility.  It  was  with  him  a  matter 
of  much  regret,  that  the  noble  lord 
opposite  had  not  consented  to  admit 
^  propoaalof  his  right  hon.  friend. 
There  was  but  little  adrantage  in 
esiiiM^g  the  British  Parliament 
in  a  Ught  under  which  it  had  not 
tat  many  years  been  presented  with 
lepad  to  any  one  of  the  colonies 
of  Bngiand— a  display  the  more 
gratuitous^  inasmucn  as  the  pre* 
sent  measure,  whatever  mi^t  be- 
eome  of  it,  was  already^defeated  for 
all  practical  purposes. 

The  bni,  observed  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, might  be  considered  in  one 
of  two  light»— «8  a  penal  enact- 
menty  or  on  grounds  of  general 

riicy;  and  he  would  first  approach 
on  the  fcmner  supposition.  It 
waa  certainly  introduced  under  a 
purely  penal  aspect ;  nothing  then 
was  heard — no  mention  was  made 
in  the  recital— -of  motives  founded 
in  general  expediency.  The  prac- 
tice of  giving  expression  to  the 
main  principles  of  a  public  act  in 
the  preamble^  was  a  great  security 
for  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  but 
ttore  especiaUy^  in  a  bill  like  the 
one  b^re  them,  the  principle 
ought  to  be  there  distinctly  stated,, 
or  never  introduced  at  all.     The 


penalties  of  the  measure  had  been 
defended  on  various  grounds.  Soma 
pointed  to  die  violent  language  of 
the  protetfs,  but  this  alone^  how* 
ever  reprehennbk*,  could  never 
wsrvant  them  in  abrogating  a  con- 
stitution ;  nor  were  they  furnished 
with  any  better  justification  for  so 
grave  a  step  by  the  all^ation  of 
the  assemUy,  that  the  bill  had  not 
the  force  of  law;  for  who,  de- 
mandeH  the  hon.  member,  could 
be  so  igwHant  as  to  suppose  that 
the  opinioii  of  individuals  upon  the 
legality  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
derived  any  value  whatever  from 
the  position  which  they  held  ? 
Tiie  most  serious  chaise,  however, 
was  founded  upon  their  alleged  de- 
mandof  the  repeal  of  theprison  act.  In 
die  finirth  retolutioa,  l^e  assembly 
(kclared  their  intentioD  of  abstain* 
ing  from  all  legidatioa  but  what 
might  be  necessary  for  preserving 
faith  with  the  public  creditor, 
until  they  were  informed  what  her 
majesty's  pleasure  really  was,  with 
re^urd  to  the  footing  upon  which 
they  must  in  fiiture  be  placed  in 
relation  to  the  imperial  parliament 
respecting  the  power  of  making 
laws.  How  could  any  member, 
he  would  ask,  in  die  absence  of 
some  instinctive  knowledge,  disco- 
ver in  such  expressions  the  smallest 
allusion  to  the  revocation  of  the 
gaol  bill  ?  The  proposed  measure 
had,  in  point  of  fact,  originated  in 
a  misinterpretation  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  colonial  parliament. 
A  demand,  no  doubt  was  made, 
but  it  called  for  nothing  beyond 
an  explanation  of  the  intention  of 
ministers,  with  r^ard  to  the  inde- 
pendent exercise  of  their  privileges 
of  internal  legislation,  and  gready 
was  it  to  te  lamented,  that  sir 
Lionel  Smith  was  not  instructed 
by  government  to  furnish  the  re- 
quired assurance,  by  such  an  open- 
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ing  of  their  salutary  designs  for  all 
classes  of  the  West  Indian  people^ 
as  would  mitigate  their  not  unna- 
tural mortification  at  an  anomalous 
intervention.  In  the  event  of  the 
assemhly  persisting  in  its  contuma- 
cy the  hill  would  not  then  have 
encountered  one  dissentient  voice, 
frothing  was  more  easy,  said  Mr. 
Gladstone,  than  to  make  light  of 
these  notions  of  colonial  punctilio, 
and  the  assemhly  would,  perhaps, 
have  taken  the  more  dignified  part 
in  proceeding,  under  protest,  to 
the  regular  discharge  of  its  func- 
tions, hut  it  was,  notwithstanding, 
undeniable  that  the  passing  of  the 
prisons  bill,  had  given  them  very 
fair  grounds  for  expostulation. 

With  what  extreme  haste  more- 
over had  not  the  bill  been  passed  ? 
Although  the  commission  was  is- 
sued in  May,  captain  Pringle  did 
not  arrive  in  Jamaica  till  November 
in  1837.  In  February,  he  returned 
to  England  without  putting  the 
assembly  in  possession  of  his  report, 
and  no  further  steps  were  taken  till 
July.  Had  he  gone  out  in  good 
time,  and  transmitted  his  report 
at  once,  it  might  have  then  been 
referred  to  the  assembly,  who 
would  thus  have  had  an  occasion 
of  proving  the  sincerity  of  their 
professed  intention  of  improving 
themselves  the  prison  discipline. 
But  the  government,  after  losing 
so  much  time  in  preliminary  in- 
quiries, was  driven  ior  pass  the 
measure  with  the  most  unwarrant- 
able precipitation. 

This  was  not  all.  The  form  of 
the  act  was  a  departure  from  every 
precedent  by  which  colonial  legis- 
lation had  been  interfered  with. 
The  act  of  emancipation  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  compact,  and  was  ac- 
cepted as  such  by  the  colonial 
assembly.  Since  that  period  par- 
Uannent  had    passed    three   other 


acts  with  reference  to  colonial 
government.  The  intention  of 
the  first  of  these  was  declared  ex- 
pressly in  the  preamble,  to  be  the 
execution  of  the  purposes  of  the  act 
of  emancipation.  The  second  mea- 
sure, which  related  to  West  Indian 
judicatures,  also  recited  in  like 
manner,  the  justifying  ,  circum- 
stance, that  by  reason  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  several  governments, 
the  contemplated  courts  of  judica- 
ture could  not  be  erected  without 
recurring  to  the  authority  of  par- 
liament ;  and  such  was  the  regard 
exhibited  in  this  act  to  the  local  le- 
gislatures, who,  indeed,  looked  upon 
it  as  a  boon,  that  provision  was 
expressly  made  to  prevent  its  com- 
ing into  operation  before  all  exist- 
ing laws  and  usages  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  obstruct  its 
efficacy,  were  absolutely  repealed 
by  the  particular  councils  and  as- 
semblies. No  precedent,  then,  could 
be  drawn  from  this.  Nor  could 
they  derive  any  more  support  from 
the  bill  passed  twelve  months  ago 
for  amending  the  act  of  abolition, 
since  that  enactment  asserted  no 
right  of  general  legislation,  but 
founded  itself  upon  the  contract 
contained  in  the  original  measure 
of  emancipation,  and  was  in  fact 
designed  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  17th  clause  of  that  statute. 
There  had  therefore  been  hitherto 
no  ostensible  interference.  What 
was  then  the  shape  of  the  prisons 
act.?  Why,  as  if  it  simply  af- 
fected the  county  of  Middlesex. 
The  preamble  exhibited  not  one 
word  of  reference  to  the  privileges 
of  the'  colonial  legislature.  :  I^ 
preamble  ran  simply,  **  Whereas  it 
is  expedient  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  regulating  prisons  in  the 
West  Indian  colonies, — "  and  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  jealousy 
with  which  the  colonial  legislaturej; 
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were  apt  to  regard  any  interference  this  very  course  of  theirs  the  foun" 

with  their  privileges,  no  man  could  dation  of  a  penal  measure, 
reasonably  be  surprised  when  they        Sir  S.  Lushington  spoke  in  a 

demanded  an  explanation,  for  it  declamatory  and  somewhat  bitter 

amounted  to  no  more,  of  the  real  tone.      Putting  the    question    of 

nature  of  the  claim  made  by  the  the  preamble  almost  entirely  aside, 

mother  country,  stilT  less  was  it  he  argued  for  the  bill  upon  the 

possible  to  acquiesce  in  the  utter  anti-slavery  ground.      He  vindi- 

forfeiture  proposed  to  be  inflicted  cated  at  some  length,  what  no  one 

on  them.  denies — the  transcendental  power 

So  much,  then,  for  the  present  of  Parliament  over  colonial  legis- 

bill  as  a  penal  measure*     With  re-  lation^  admonished  the  house  that 

gard  to  the  more  general  charges  it  was  impossible  to  retreat  with   i 

of  misconduct  now  put  forward  as  safety  to  the  national  honour ;  and 

the  real  ground  of  the  bill,  nothing  protested  that  if  ministers  should 

like  an  answer  had  been  given  to  be  overthrown  by  the  result  of  that 

the  argument  of  sir  Robert  Peel,  night's  division,  they  would  fall  in 

from    the   commendations   passed  a  great  cause,  and  owe  their  dis- 

upon  the  behaviour  of  the  assem-  comfiture  to  the  unexpected  defec- 

Uy  by  the  governors  and  secre-  tion  of  a  knot  of  liberal  gentlemen, 

taries  of  state.     Granting  that  the  who  misunderstood  the  real  objects 

measures  of  the  assembly  were  not  and    value  of  political  conitltu-i 

precisely  such  as  would  have  been  tions. 

passed  by  impartial  men,  much  Lord  Stanley,  on  the  other  hand, 
allowance  was  still  to  be  made,  on  in  a  short  but  able  speech,  expres 
the  admission  even  of  their  adver-  sed  his  regret  to  see  the  talents  of 
saries,  for  their  peculiar  position  a  great  constitutional  lawyer,  like 
and  the  tone  and  temper  contracted  the  preceding  speaker,  employed 
iu  a  system  of  slavery.  If  there  in  supporting  one  of  the  most 
were  this  ground  of  accusation,  arbitrary  measures  that  had  ever 
whyhad  no  bill  been  before  brought  been  presented  to  a  British  house 
forward  ?  No  charge  was  made  of  commons.  The  noble  lord  ad- 
in  1837,  and  in  1838  there  ex-  mitted,  that  in  ordinary  bills  the 
isted  still  less  foundation,  when  preamble  needed  not  to  state  every 
the  government  had  not  furnished  reason  for  the  enactments  ;  but 
them  with  the  means  of  legisla-  this  was  a  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
tion.  In  Canada  for  four  years  ties,  and  if  in  the  present  case 
the  supplies  were  stopped,  and  yet  they  did  not  intend  to  be  bound 
they  had  not  seen  fit  to  suspend  the  by  their  preamble,  with  what  pur- 
constitution  until  the  country  was  pose,  he  would  ask,  had  counsel 
in  open  rebellion.  Inasmuch  then  been  heard  against  it.  Lord 
as  no  notice  had  been  given  to  the  Stanley  then  entered  at  length 
Jamaica  assembly,  the  house  was  into  the  vindication  of  his  own 
not  in  a  condition  to  pass  such  a  course,  in  framing  the  emancipation 
measure  as  that  which  lay  before  bill,  against  the  strictures  which 
them,  nor  was  it  consistent  with  had  been  made  on  the  preceding 
common  honesty  to  continue  year  night  by  Mr.  Buller,  and  proved 
after  year  to  commend  the  conduct  the  expediency  of  its  provisions  by 
ci  the  legblative  body,  and  after-  the  success  of  the  results.  The 
wards  to  turn  round,  and  make  persons  who  now  desired  to  sus- 
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pend  the  assembly  for  a  term  of 
years^  in  order  to  mature  the  ne- 
groes for  the  franchise  were  the 
very  men  who  on  all  former  occa-« 
sions  had  represented  the  blacka  to 
be  already  ripe  for  the  full  exer- 
cise of  civil  liberty,  and  the  liberal 
Sarty,  the  exclusive  lovers  of  free- 
om^  were  now  in  arms  to  suspend 
a  free  constitution^  and  that  on 
false  pretences. 

Lord  John  Russell  olosed  the 
debate  with  a  short  summary  of 


the  9rgum^^^  fo?  tb^  W\%  wi  a 
declf^mation  againft  ^b^s  «eceders 
wbo>  h«  (^i^rehendodj  w^are  about 
to  desert  }^m•    In  tl^e  isftu^  the 

apprehensions  of  the  i^qU^  lord 
prpved  not  \9  b<^  withqut  foupda- 
tlon  5  for  the  \\o\m  di5Yide4  -^  in 
fnvour  of  the  bUU  894 1  agf^imt 
it^  289  i  leaving  to  miiustfrs  a 
majority  of  no  more  than  5  |  nn 
event  which  Wfus  followed  Vy  (he 
immedif^te  rejiignfition  pf  ior4  ill^U 
bourne's  cabinet* 
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^edguatiou  (^  the  mnlsters-rrfjord  John  Russell — Famir^  of  Sir  R. 
Peel  (q  Jbrpi  a  new  4^nunUiraii(mr^  Explanations  in  the  Hqu^  of 
Commons—: Sir  R,  PeeTs  SlfUement  and^  Correspondency  tpith  Her 
fUfqjes^  relative  to  the  Ladies  of  the  household — Lord  John  Rus-: 
seirs  ^eplur-.Exp/Amation^  in  the  House  of  Lords— Lord  Afel^urn^ 
and  the  Vuke  (^  Wellington — Singular  Paragraph  in  the  Gfe^e 
Nerpspaper-rr-HonouxM^  William  Cowp^fs  Jf^etter  to  thp  Electors  of 
Hertford— Party  Misrepreseniatums — Shrewsbury  Address  to  Sir 
R.  Peel  ^nd>  the  Duke  of  Wellington —Question  ask^  b^  (he  Earl  of 
Winchilsea  as  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  new  Qovernmenl  was 
to  be  couducted  -r-  Lord  melbpurne's  Anstper  -r  Speech  of  Lord 
BroughamrrrExplcii^aiion  of  the  Marquess  of  Normanby-r-rResigna^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Abercrombie- — Election  of  Speaker  in  his  place — Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre proposed  by  Mr'Handleu— Seconded  by  Sir  S,  Lushing- 
ton — Mr.  Wynn  proposes  Mr.  Goutburn,  who  is  Seconded  by  Mr. 
Wilson  Patten— rThe  Candidates  address  the  House ^Mr.  Lefevre 
elected — His  Speech* 

AFTER  th^  vote  which  the  resignations  which  her  majesty  had 
house  of  commons  had  come  been  graciously  pleased  to  accept, 
to  on  the  Jaoiaica  Suspension  bill,  Lord  John  Russell  stated  more 
it  was  equally  clear^  to  both  par-  particularly,  that  such  a  vote  a^ 
ties*  that  the  measure  had  sustained  that  to  which  the  house  had  agreed 
a  virtual  defeat  although  carried  must  greatly  weaken  the  authority 
by  a  maJQri^y  of  five,  and  that  it  of  the  crown  in  Jamaica,  and  give 
would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  in  effect  and  in  impression  sup- 
ministers  to  pr()ced  with  it  effect-  port  to  the  contumacy,  as  he  called 
ively  in  cfitn^Qiittee.  It  was  not,  it,  of  the  house  of  assembly.  It 
therefore,  a  matter  of  astonishment  would,  also,  dispose  the  other  colo- 
to  the  country  when  the  leading  nies  to  imitate  the  bad  example^ 
members  qf  th^  administration  in  instead  of  consenting,  as  they  had 
both  houses,  decided,  on  the  sue-  hitherto  done,  to  comply  with  the 
ceediqg  evening  of  the  7th  of  wishes  of  the  crown.  There  was, 
May,  their  inability  to  carry  on  also,  this  further  question ;  it  had 
the  govemn^ent  with  advantage  to  been  the  intention  of  ministers  to 
the  pufiUc  seryicoj^  and  that  they  bring  forward  a  measure  relating 
Ma  in  PQW^pteQC^  tendered  their  to  the  affairs  of  Upper  and  Lower 
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Canada^  and,  after  the  issue  of  the 
Jamaica  biU^  they  could  not  calcu* 
late  on  the  necessary  support  for 
the  settlement  of  the  Canadian 
question.  Lord  John  Russell  con- 
cluded with  expressing  his  grati. 
tude  to  those  of  his  party  who  had 
supported  the  government  during 
the  four  years  they  had  been  in 
office  under  circumstances  of  no 
slight  difficulty,  and  without  their 
possessing  at  any  time,  the  confi- 
dence of  a  majority  of  the  other 
house  of  Parliament. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  week,  the 
house  of  commons  again  met  on 
the  13th  of  May,  and  lord  John 
Russell  immediately  rose  and  stated, 
that  since  he  had  last  addressed 
them,  sir  R.  Peel  had  received 
authority  from  her  Majesty  to  form 
a  new  administration ;  and  that 
the  attempt  of  the  right  hon.  hart, 
having  failed,  her  Majesty  had 
been  graciously  pleased  to  permit 
that  gentleman  to  state  the  circum- 
stances which  had  led  to  that 
failure. 

Sir  R.  Peel  then  addressed  the 
house.  He  said,  he  was  aware  of 
the  difficulties  attending  such  ex- 
planations, and  from  a  part  of  them 
he  had  been  relieved  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  permission,  em- 
bodied in  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  lord  Melbourne  the  day 
before,  and  which  he  would  read 
to  the  house.  He  then  proceeded 
to  detail  all  the  facts  necessary  for 
the  explanation  of  his  position  to 
the  country.  At  the  queen's  de- 
sire, he  had  waited  upon  her  at 
two  o'clock  on  the  previous  Wed- 
nesday. Her  Majesty  had  already 
invited  the  duke  of  Wellington  to 
assist  her  in  the  formation  of  a 
government,  and  having  been  in- 
formed by  him,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  chief  difficulties  a  government 
would  have  to  encouuter  would  be 


in  the  house  of  commons;  for  that 
and  for  other  reasons,  the  duke 
had  advised  her  majesty  to  send 
for  him  (sir  R.  Peel)  as  the  person 
best  qualified  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  prime  minister.  He  had 
accordingly  waited  upon  her  ma- 
jesty, who  candidly  avowed  to  him 
that  she  parted  with  her  late 
administration  with  great  regret, 
as  they  had  given  her  entire  satis- 
faction. Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he 
did  not  think  it  important  to  enter 
into  any  further  particulars  of 
what  passed  on  the  occasion;  it 
was  sufficient  to  say,  that  no  one 
could  have  expressed  feelings  more 
natural  and  more  becoming  than 
her  majesty  did  on  this  occasion, 
and  at  the  same  time  principles 
more  strictly  constitutional  with 
respect  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
government.  He  stated  to  her 
majesty  his  sense  of  the  difficulties 
a  new  government  would  have  to 
encounter,  but  having  been  a  party 
to  the  vote  of  the  house  which  led 
to  those  difficulties,  nothing  should 
prevent  him  from  tending  to  her 
majesty  every  assistance  in  his 
power.  He  accordingly  conferred 
with  those  friends  whom  he  had 
the  more  immediate  opportunity  of 
summoning  to  his  aid,  and  the  next 
day  submitted  the  following  list 
for  her  majesty's  approval,  in  the 
formation  of  the  new  cabinet. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Lord  Lyndhurst. 

Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Lord  Ellenborough. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Sir  James  Graham. 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge. 

Mr.  Goulburn. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he  at  the 
same  time  mentioned,  that  whUe 
the  duke  of  Wellington  placed  his 
services  entirely  at  her  majesty's 
disposal,  his  own  inclination  would 
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be  eratified  if  he  were  permitted 
to  be  in  the  cabinet  without  any 
office,  and  take  the  lead  in  the 
house  of  lords.  Her  majesty, 
however,  expressed  a  wish  that  his 
grace  should  hold  some  important 
office,  and  a  wish  to  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  his  grace  would 
no  doubt,  have  readily  conceded. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  went  on  to 
state,  that  it  was  not  until  Thurs- 
day, that  any  difficulty  or  miscon- 
ception arose  to  lead  to  his  relin- 
quishing his  attempt  to  form  ah 
administration ;  and  that  difficulty 
related  exdusiyely  to  that  portion 
of  the  household  which  is  filled  by 
the  ladies  in  her  majesty's  service. 

It  might  be  better,  sir  Robert 
Peel  said,  that  he  should  confine 
himself  entirely  to  the  written 
documents  which  passed  on  the 
occasion,  in  which  are  conveyed 
the  impressions  on  the  mind  of  her 
majesty,  as  well  as  on  his  own,  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  he  was 
content  to  bear  whatever  blame, 
might  attach  to  him  on  account  of 
the  imperfectness  of  the  explana- 
tions. 

On  the  Wednesday  night  pre- 
vious to  his  conference  with  her 
majesty  on  this  particular  point, 
he  had  stated  to  those  whom  he 
proposed  to  submit  to  her  majesty 
as  ministers,  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue  with  respect  to  the  house- 
hold. He  had  little  considered  the 
subject,  and  with  regard  to  the  fe- 
male part  of  it  scarcely  knew  of 
whom  it  consisted.  He  took  the 
red  book  in  his  hand,  and  there 
saw  the  different  appointments. 
He  said  to  those  whom  he  intended 
to  be  his  future  colleagues,  that 
with  reference  to  all  the  suhoidi- 
nate  appointments  below  the  rank 
of  a  lady  of  the  bedchamber,  ^  he 
should  propose  no  change  to  her 
majesty.    And,  with  respect  to  the 


superior  class,  he  took  it  for 
granted  they  would  relieve  him 
from  any  difficulty  by  at  once  re* 
linquishing  their  offices.  At  the 
same  time,  he  thought  it  of  great 
importance  as  an  indication  of  her 
majesty's  confidence  that  certain 
offices  in  the  household  of  the 
higher  rank,  if  not  voluntarily  re- 
linquished by  the  ladies  holding 
them  should  be  subject  to  some 
change,  although  in  some  instances 
the  absence  of  all  political  feeling 
might  render  any  such  change  un- 
necessary. On  the  Thursday,  then« 
he  saw  her  majesty,  and  verbal 
communications  on  this  subject 
took  place.  Into  the  nature  of 
those  communications  he  would  not 
enter,  he  would  merely  read  the 
two  letters  which  subsequently 
passed — one  conveying  the  impres- 
sions of  her  majesty,  ,and  the  other 
his  own.  The  letter  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  from  her 
majesty  was  dated  May  10th,  1839. 
He  received  it  at  an  early  hour  on 
Friday  Morning,  and  it  was  as 
follows :  — 
"  Buckingh<im  Palace,  May  lOM,  1839. 

'*  The  Queen,  having  considered 
the  proposal  made  to  her  yesterday 
by  sir  Robert  Peel,  to  remove  the 
ladies  of  her  bedchamber,  cannot 
consent  to  adopt  a  course  which 
she  conceives  to  be  contrary  to 
usage,  and  which  is  repugnant  to 
her  feelings.'* 

Immediately,  that  is,  in  two  or 
three  hours  after  having  received 
the  letter  from  her  majesty,  he  ad- 
dressed to  her  majesty  a  letter,  of 
which  this  is  a  copy,  dated  White- 
hall, May  10th : — 

Whitehall,  May  lO^A,  J  839. 
"  Sir  Robert  Peel  presents  his 
humble  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 
has  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  majesty's  note  of  this  morn* 
ing. 
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''In  respectfully  submitting  to 
your  majesty's  pleasure,  and  hum- 
bly returning  into  your  majesty's 
hands  the  important  trust  wliich 
yoi|r  majesty  had  been  graciously 
pleased  to  commit  to  him>  sir  Ro- 
bert Peel  trusts  that  your  majesty 
will  permit  him  to  state  to  your 
majesty  his  impression,  with  res- 
pect to  tbp  circumstances  which 
nave  led  to  the  termination  of  his 
attempt  to  form  an  administration 
for  the  conduct  of  your  majesty's 
service. 

**  In  the  interview  with  which 
your  paajesty  honoured  sir  Robert 
Peel  yesterday  morning,  after  he 
had  submitted  to  yqur  majesty  the 
napies  of  those  whom  he  proposed 
to  recommend  to  your  majesty  for 
the  principal  executive  appoint- 
ments, he  mentioned  to  your  ma- 
jesty his  earnest  wish  to  be  enabled, 
by  your  majesty's  sanction,  so  to 
constitute  your  majesty*s  household 
that  your  majesty's  confidential 
servants  might  have  the  advantage 
of  a  public  demonstration  of  your 
majesty's  full  support  and  confi- 
dence ;  and  that  at  the  same  time, 
as  far  as  possible  consistently  with 
that  demonstration,  each  individual 
appointment  in  the  household 
should  be  entirely  acceptable  to 
your  majesty's  personal  feelings. 

"  On  your  majesty  expressing  a 
desire  that  the  earl  of  Liverpool 
should  hold  an  office  in  the  house- 
hold, sir  Robert  Peel  requested 
your  majesty's  permission  at  once 
to  offer  to  lord  Liverpool  the  office 
of  lord  steward,  or  any  other 
which  he  might  prefer. 

"  Sir  Robert  Peel  then  observed, 
that  he  should  have  every  wish  to 
apply  a  similar  principle  to  the 
phief  appointments  which  are  filled 
by  the  ladies  of  your  majesty's 
household  5  upon  which  your  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  remark^  that 


you  must  reserve  the  wholp  of 
these  appointments,  juid  ^hat  it  W99 
your  majesty ^s  pl«isure  that  the 
whole  should  continue  as  at  mer 
sent,  without  any  change-*'  "  TbQ 
duke  of  Wellington,  ii)  th^  inter- 
view to  which  your  miyesty  subse- 
quently admitted  hims  u^4er8too4 
also  that  this  was  yoiir  ptfdesty's 
determination,  and  cpppurred  y[\i\k 
sir  Robfirt  Peel  in  opinioi)  thAt, 
considering  the  gveat  aifficultie;  of 
the  present  crisis,  ^nd  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  every  efibrt  in  tl^fi, 
first  instance  to  conduct  the  pu\iiip 
business  of  the  country  wit^  the 
aid  of  the  pvesent  parliapientj^  it 
was  essential  to  the  success  of  |he 
commission  with  which  y^imr  ipa- 
jesty  had  honoured  sir  I^bert  Peel, 
that  he  should  have  that  puh&p 
proof  of  your  majesty's  enti^  ^up^ 
port  and  confidence,  which  wpuid 
be  afforded  by  the  p^nniosipp  tq 
make  some  changes  in  that  p^r|  pf 
your  majesty's  pouseholdj  which 
your  m^esty  resolved  on  maintaiQ': 
ing  entirely  without  change." 

''Having  had  the  opportunity, 
through  your  majesty  s  gracious 
consideration,  of  reflecting  ifpon 
this  point,  he  humbly  §ubi|iiUi  ' 
your  m^esty  that  he  is  ^qctfin 
compelled,  by  a  sense  of  Pul., 
duty,  and  of  the  interest  ot  yptir 
majesty's  service,  to  adhere  \q  '  the 
opinion  which  he  ventured  to  ex- 
press to  your  majesty.  He  tn|^ 
he  may  be  permitted  ^t  the  !|f\iiifl 
time  to  express  to  your  luaj^^J  W 
grateful  acknowledgemepts  W  ^(fi 
distinction  which  your  qiflietij 
conferred  upon  him,  Igr  reauuiM 
his  advice  and  assistance  inthe  a^ 
tempt  to  form  an  a4iniiii9^r4^iop| 
and  his  earnest  prayers  that  wbiit- 
ever  arrangements  your  iq^jetty 
may  be  enabled  to  mal^e  iqx  i3^i 
purpose,  may  be  most  condu(4?e  fp 
your  mtyesty's  personal  comfiirt  uU 
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l)f(ppiQe««,  S|n4  to  the  promotion  of 
t^9  pu)4ip  v4%e/'  » 

Aftef  reading  these  letters, 
^l^  Ri  Peel  liieggeji  to  notice 
f!e|r|aii^  misrepresentations  which 
hfhd  heen  circulated  with  regard  to 
(lis  ow^  pondqct.  It  haq  heen 
M|id  that  he  h^  made  a  proposal  to 
the  queen^  relative  to  t{ie  household 
which  he  oqgh^  not  to  have  made. 
Tjlie  only  names  he  had  suhmitted 
to  her  majesty  besides  that  of  lord 
laverpoolj  were  the  names  of  lord 
4shley  and  lord  Sidney.  He  said 
^  1^  majesty  that  he  thought  it 
prph^bjle  the  appointment  of  lord 
Ashl^  would  be  personally  accept- 
a)4e  to  he^'  It  li^d  ^Iso  been  sta- 
te4  tpat  he  called  for  the  dismissal 
pf  t|ie  whole  of  the  ladies  of  the 
llppsehold,  that  he  insisted  on  the 
removal  of  her  majesty's  earliest 
friend,  the  baroness  Lehz^n.  He 
heai?d  this  rumour  on  the  Fri- 
^ay  eveping,  and  his  answer  was, 
"  ^}^is  is  the  first  time  for  the  last 
f9lir  4&y8j  that  the  name  of  the  bar 
roiiess  tias  been  uttered  by  me.'' 
It  was  time  he  did  depline  tp  un« 
dertake  the  duty  of  forming  an 
administration  on  the  express  un- 
derstapding  that  the  vyhole  of  the 
^pppintments  held  by  ladies  of  the 
cpprt  should  be  continued.  He 
did  so  from  a  sincere  belief  that  it 
WHS  impossible  for  him  duly  to  ad- 
minister public  aSairs  without  the 
fullJest  proof  that  he  possessed  the 
coDpdieppe  of  her  majesty* 

*'  Could  I,"  said  sir  R.  Peel, 
"  look  around  me  and  not  see  that  it 
fvas  my  absolute  duty  to  this  coun- 
^ry,  ^nd  above  all  to  her  majesty, 
tp  Inquire  that  every  aid  that  could 
be  given  me  should  be  given  i^ 
Whfit  were  the  questions  which 
would  immediately  press  fpr  my 
decision.^  The  state  of  India-— 
U»e  state  of  Jamaica — the  $tate  of 
Canada«->vrpuld  all  require  my  im** 


mediate  cpnsideratipn  >  and  w)^^ 
respect  to  some  of  them  the  prch 
nosal  of  legislative  measures  alsp. 
1  considered  the  internal  stat^  of 
this  country— I  saw  the  insqrref- 
tion  in  the  provinces-rrl  saw  the 
letter  of  the  noble  lor4  oppqsi^ 
(lord  John  Russell,)  inviting  the 
respectable  part  of  ^he  popylation 
of  this  country  to  form  themselves 
into  ar^ed  societies  for  resisting 
outrage.  Surely,  sir,  in  ad4)tiou 
to  the  ordinary  difl^culties  beset|i|:)g 
the  course  of  a  pr^ine  minister^ 
there  are  circumstances  ^}iich  ^fl^- 
der  that  ppsition  at  the  presept 
moment  peculiarly  onerous  and 
arduous. 

**  I  had  a  strong  impression  that 
it  was  my  duty  to  mal^e  every 
effort  to  conduct  publip  aQs^irs 
through  the  intervention  of  the 
present  parliament.  J  did  npf 
think  it  desirable  to  follow  t^e 
course  taken  in  |834,  and  com- 
mence the  government  by  a  disso- 
lution. 

"  After  the  frequent  dissolutions 
that  have  taken  place,  and  in  the 
balanced  state  of  parties  it  was 
my  deep  conviction,  that  it  was 
ray  duty  to  make  every  effort  ip 
the  first  instance  to  conduct  public 
affairs  through  the  intervention  of 
the  present  parliament.  But  what 
is  my  condition  in  the  present  par- 
liament ?  I  should  begin  the  gp^ 
vernment  in  a  minority.  I  did  no|; 
shrink  from  the  difficulty ;  but 
considering  the  questions  whic& 
press  for  decision — consideriqg  the 
internal  state  of  this  country,  could 
I  overlook  this  important  fact,  that 
in  the  house  of  commons  I  should 
not  commence  my  career  command- 
ing a  majority  ?  Now,  I  ask  this 
plain  question : — Being  invited  to 
take  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
pf  conducting  public  affairs^  an4 
taking  it  without  the  confidence  of 


124]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1839. 


the  house  of  commons,  could  I  ask 
for  less,  than  that  I  should  have, 
at  least>  the  demonstration  of  the 
entire  and  unqualified  confidence 
of  the  crown  ? 

"  Her  majesty's  ministers'retired 
on  the  question  of  Jamaica,  being 
in  a  majority  of  five.  I  should 
have  had  to  undertake  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Jamaica  question  be- 
ing in  a  minority  of  five,  and  that 
minority  including  ten  gentlemen 
on  whose  support  I  could  not  cal- 
culate probably  on  any  other  ques- 
tion which  I  should  have  occasion 
to  bring  before  the  house.  The 
first  conflict  I  should  have  1o  fight 
would  be  on  the  selection  of  a 
speaker.  On  the  very  first  day 
that  I  took  my  seat  in  the  house  of 
commons  as  minister  of  this  great 
country,  I  should  have  to  risk  the 
fate  of  government  upon  the  choice 
of  a  speaker." 

'*  Sir,"  he  continued,  *'  let  me 
take  that  particular  question  on 
which  my  chief  difficulty  would 
arise.  Who  can  conceal  from  him. 
self  that  my  difficulties  were  not 
Canada ;  that  niy  difficulties  were 
not  Jamaica;  that  my  difficulties 
*  were  Ireland— [iVo?M'ca/  cAeerj]— - 
I  admit  it  fully,  and  thank  you  for 
the  confirmation  of  my  argument 
which  those  cheers  afford.  And 
what  is  the  fact?  I,  undertaking 
to  be  a  minister  of  the  crown,  and 
wishing  to  carry  on  public  affairs 
,  through  the  intervention  of  the 
present  house  of  commons,  in  order 
that  I  might  exempt  the  country 
from  the  agitation,  and  possibly 
the  peril,  of  a  dissolution—-!,  upon 
that  very  question  of  Ireland, 
should  have  begun  in  a  minority 
of  upwards  of  twenty  members. 
A  majority  of  twenty-two  had 
decided  in  favour  of  the  policy  of 
the  Irish  government.  The  chief 
jnetnbers  of  the  Irish  government, 


whose  policy  was  so  approved  ofi 
were  the  marquess  of  Normanby, 
and  the  noble  lord  opposite,  the 
member  for  Yorkshire,  (lord  Mor« 
peth).  By  whom  are  the  two 
chief  offices  in  the  household  at 
this  moment  held  ?  By  the  sister 
of  lord  Morpeth  and  the  wife  of 
lord  Normanby. 

*'  But  the  question  is,  would  it 
be  considered  by  the  public,  that  a 
minister  had  the  confidence  of  the 
crown,  when  the  relatives  of  his 
immediate  political  opponents  held 
the  highest  offices  about  the  person 
of  the  sovereign  ?  My  impression 
decidedly  was,  that  I  should  not 
appear  to  the  country  to  be  in  pos- 
session  of  that  confidence ;  and  that 
impression  I  could  not  overcome; 
and  upon  that  impression  I  resolved 
to  act.  Who  were  my  political  op- 
ponentr  ?  Why,  of  the  two  I  have 
named,  one,  the  marquess  of  Nor- 
manbv,  was  publicly  stated  to  be  a 
candidate  for  the  very  same  office 
which  it  was  proposed  I  should 
fill,  namely,  the  office  of  prime 
minister.  The  other  noble  lord, 
(lord  Morpeth,)  has  been  design 
nated  as  the  leader  of  this  house ; 
and,  I  know  not  why  his  talents 
might  not  justify  his  appointment 
in  case  of  the  retirement  of  his 
predecessor.  Is  it  possible — I  ask 
you  to  go  back  to  other  times; 
take  Pitt  or  Fox,  or  any  other 
minister  of  this  proud  country,  and 
answer  for  yourselves  this  ques- 
tion— is  it  fittins  that  one  man 
shall  be  the  minister,  responsible 
for  the  most  arduous  charge  that 
can  fall  to  the  lot  of  man  5  and 
that  the  wife  of  the  other* — that 
other  his  most  formidable  political 
enemy — shall,  with  his  express  con- 
sent, hold  office  in  immediate  at- 
tendance on  the  sovereign.  Ob, 
no!  I  felt  it  was  impossible-*! 
could  not  consent  to  this* 
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''Yes,  feelings  more  powerful  than 
reasoning  on  those  precedents^  told 
me,  that  it  was  not  for  my  own  ho- 
nour or  the  public  interests  that  I 
should  consent  to  be  minister  of 
England.  The  public  interests 
may  suffer  nothing  by  my  aban- 
donment of  that  high  trust ;  the 
public  interests  may  suffer  nothing 
by  ^my  eternal  exclusion  from 
power>  but  the  public  interests 
would  suffer,  and  I  should  be  aban- 
doning my  duty  to  myself,  my  coun* 
try 9  and,  above  all,  to  the  queen 
my  sovereign,  if  I  weie  to  consent 
to  hold  power  on  conditions  which 
I  felt  to  be — which  I  had  the 
strongest  conviction  were  incom- 
pati^  with  the  authority  and  with 
the  d]uty  of  a  prime  minister. 

Lord  John  Russell  rose  to  reply. 
He  said  he  felt  the  same  difficulty 
as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  gi- 
ving .explanations  with  respect  to 
conversations  held  with  her  ma- 
jesty. He  then  proceeded  to  ad- 
vert to  some  points  to  which  he 
was  authorized  to  refer,  and, 
amongst  other  things  mentioned, 
that  when  lord  Melbourne  took 
leave  of  her  majesty  after  having 
tendered  the  resignations  of  the 
cabinet  he  (lord  Melbourne)  ad- 
vised her  majesty  that  the  best 
course  she  could  pursue  would  be 
to  send  for  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
and  her  majesty  accordingly  did 
send  for  him,  and  his  grace  referred 
her  majesty  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. With  respect  to  the 
household,  her  majesty's  apprehen- 
sion of  what  took  place  was  this, 
that  lord  Melbourne  informed  her 
that  in  later  times,  when  a  change 
of  administration  took  place,  the 
great  offices  of  the  household,  as  well 
as  all  such  as  were  held  by,  mem- 
bers of  either  house  of  Parliament, 
were  at  the  same  time  vacated. 
But  with  respect  to  the  ladies  of 


the  bedchamber,  lord  Melbourne 
had  given  no  advice  to  her  majesty, 
as  thai  was  a  point  upon  which  he 
did  not  suppose  any  question  would 
arise. 

Lord  John  then  commented  on 
sir  R.  PeeVs  statements,  and  on  the 
several  paragraphs  of  his  letter  to 
her  majesty,  from  which  he  inferred 
that  the  principle  on  which  sir  R. 
Peel  was  disposed  to  act  was  this, 
that  while  he  must  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  recommending  to  the 
chief  officers  of  the  household  per- 
sons who  were  attached  to  his  own 
party ;  he  would  not  press  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  who  were  not 
personally  acceptable  to  her  ma- 
jesty. There  seemed,  however,  to 
be  a  misunderstanding  between  her 
majesty  and  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man on  this  point.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  mean  to 
interfere  with  the  inferior  offices  of 
the  household,  but  with  the  chief 
appointments  only,  while  the  im- 
pression on  her  majesty's  mind  was 
that  the  principle  contended  for  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  went  to 
the  extent  of  subjecting  the  entire 
household  to  change  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  minister.  It  was 
under  this  impression  that  her  ma- 
jesty declined  "  to  adopt  a  course 
which  she  believed  to  be  contrary 
to  usage,  and  repugnant  to  her 
feelings.**  At  the  same  time,  in 
her  majesty's  view  of  the  case, 
whether  that  proposal  had  been  for 
a  total  change  or  a  partial  one,  it 
would  have  been  equally  repugnant 
to  her  feelings  and  destructive  to 
her  comfort.  Lord  John  Russell  next 
alluded  to  various  periods  in  history 
to  show  that  the  course  proposed 
by  sir  Robert  Peel  was  contrary  to 
usage.  In  1710,  the  ladies  Sun- 
derland and  Rialton  continued  la- 
dies of  the  bedchamber  after  the 
removal  of  their  husbands  from 
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office.  In  1782^  lord  Rockingham 
allowed  the  duke  of  Montague  to 
remain  master  of  the  horse,  and 
none  of  the  queen's  household  were 
changed.  In  1783,  all  the  ladies  of 
the  hedchamber  remained,  although 
the  lord  chamberlain,  lord  treasu- 
rer, and  lord  steward  were  removed. 
And  in  1806  the  same  principle 
was  acted  upon.  In  1812,  the 
power  asked  for  by  lords  Grey  and 
Orenville,  and  upon  the  refusal  of 
which  their  efforts  to  form  a  go* 
vemment  failed,  was  a  power  to 
ehang^  only  the  great  officers  of 
the  household.  It  appeared,  there- 
fore, that  the  power  claimed  by  the 
right  faon.  baronet  was  one 
greater  than  any  before  conferred 
on  a  similar  occasion.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  he 
bad  great  difficulties  to  contetid 
with,  and  alluded  particularly  to 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Canada,  in 
India,  and  Jamaica,  and  more 
especially  to  the  state  of  Ireland. 
That  such  difficulties  did  exist,  was 
undoubtedly  true,  but  it  appeared 
to  him  the  right  hon.  baronet 
would  gain  no  strength  with  respect 
to  those  objects,  by  imposing  on 
her  majesty  a  condition  which  was 
repugnant  to  her  feelings.  Such  a 
course  could  not  have  secured  for 
the  right  hon.  baronet  the  confi- 
dence ei£  her  majesty,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  relinquished  a  proposi- 
tion so  distasteful,  her  majesty  being 
herself  of  a  high  and  generous  spi- 
rit, would  have  felt  the  generosity 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and 
treated  him  with  the  greater  con- 
fidence on  that  account.  "  Her 
mi^esty,"  said  lord  John  Russell, 
'f  certainly  stated  the  circumstances 
to  me  very  much  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  stated  them ;  with 
respect  to  herself,  exactly  as  he  has 
ittated  them.     But,  with  regard  to 


the  proportion  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  the  queen  cettainly  had 
not  gathered  precisely  how  he 
propped  to  use  the  power  which 
was  to  have  been  granted.  Her 
majesty  after  making  those  state- 
ments to  me,  was  pleased  to  ad: 
whether  I  thought  she  was  justi- 
fied in  making  that  refusal ;  and 
upon  ray  stating  that  i  thought 
her  majesty  was  justified,  she  wm 
then  pleased  to  (^serve,  that,  as  in 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the 
crown,  she  had  hithe^o  given  hex 
support  to  the  administration,  she 
hoped  I  would  connder  myself 
bound  now  to  support  her  majesty 
in  return.  The  next  day,  a  oabiaet 
was  held  in  Downing-street,  and 
her  majesty's  confidential  servants, 
after  a  consultation,  expressed  tiieir 
opinion  with  regard  to  these  matters 
in  a  minute,  an  extract  from  whidi 
I  will  take  the  liberty  to  read  to 
the  house. 

''  Her  majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, having  taken  into  eonsidera- 
tion  the  letter  addressed  by  her 
majesty  to  sir  Robert  Peel  <m  the 
10th  of  May,  and  the  reply  of  sir 
Robert  Peel  of  the  same  day,  are 
of  opinion  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  to  the  administration  that 
character  of  efficiency  and  stability, 
and  those  marks  of  the  constitu- 
tional support  of  the  crown,  which 
are  required  to  enable  it  to  act 
usefully  to  the  public  serrioe,  it  is 
reasonable  that  the  great  oftcers  of 
the  court,  and  situations  in  the 
household  held  by  members  of  Par- 
liament, should  be  included  in  the 
political  arrangements  made  in  a 
change  of  the  administration ;  but 
they  are  not  of  pinion  that  a  simi- 
lar principle  should  be  applied  or 
extended  to  the  offices  held  by 
ladies  in  her  majesty's  household. 
'*  I  haire  stated  that  what  her  ma- 
jesty conceded  was  as  much  as  ever 
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wat  ooneedecl  bj  any  sovereign  to  a 
person  bonoiired  with  the  task  of 
forming  an  administration.  I  have 
also  stated  that  what  was  further 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  baronet 
was  not  conformable  to  any  usage^ 
and  that  it  was  a  proposal  which 
was  at  the  same  time  repugnant 
to  her  majesty's  feelings.  The 
qneslkm  then  was,  whether  her 
majesty's  former  ministers,  not  wi  th- 
standing  the  difficulties  which  had 
made  them  tender  their  resigna- 
tions were  willing  so  far  to  act  as 
to  state  their  concurrence  with  her 
majesty  in  her  refusal,  and  thus  to 
become  constitutionally  responsible 
fmr  that  refusal.  [^Cheers  and 
Un^kier,']  I  see  that  hon.  gentle- 
men (opposite  seem  to  think  it  a 
subject  of  great  derision  that  her 
mafeirty's  servants  should  have  come 
to  the  decision  to  support  that  re- 
flffsal.  They  appear  to  treat  it  as  a 
matter  of  lightness  and  gaiety,  but 
I,  for  my  part,  am  prepared  to  say, 
that  great  as  those  difficulties  may 
have  been,  though  compelled  as  I 
felt  myself  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
tender  my  resignation  to  her  ma- 
jesty, I  do  conceive  that  those  who 
think  her  majesty  was  justified  in 
what  she  has  done,  should  not 
rcfbse  to  assume  the  responsibility 
which  belongs  to  their  opinion,  and 
that  they  i£ou]d  neither  conceal 
nor  evade  the  avowal  of  it,  but 
should  trust  to  the  opinion  of  par- 
liament, and  of  the  country  as  to 
the  result." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  state- 
ment sir  Robert  Peel  rose  to  assure 
the  noble  Lord,  that  he  had  re- 
lieved him  from  the  greatest  load 
of  anxiety  he  had  ever  suffered 
under  during  his  whole  life;  so 
fearful  had  he  been  that  in  his  own 
statement  of  this  matter  he  might 
have  appeared  in  the  slightest 
laanner  to  do  injustice  to  his  sove- 


reign. Upon  the  whole,  he  be- 
lieved that  there  would  be  found 
no  important  difference  in  the 
explanations  they  ha<l  respectively 
given.  Under  these  circumstances^ 
although  the  noble  lord  had  invited 
him  to  enter  into  any  further  expla- 
nation he  might  think  fit,  he  very 
much  doubted  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  let  the  matter  rest  where 
it  was.  He  thought  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  queen.  He 
would  reply  only  to  one  point. 
The  noble  lord  inquired  of  him 
whether  her  majesty  did  not  state 
that  it  was  her  intention  to  act 
towards  him  with  openness  and 
fairness.  ^  Her  majesty  certainly 
did  state  that  he  would  find  her 
act  with  perfect  openness  and  fair- 
ness,  and  he  thought  he  had  con- 
veyed his  impresslbn  upon  that 
point  when  he  stated  that  nothing 
could  have  been  more  becoming  or 
more  constitutional  than  the  whole 
of  her  majesty's  conduct. 

The  following  evening  a  sort  of 
supplementary  explanation  of  these 
matters  was  given  by  lord  Mel- 
bourne in  the  other  house  of  par- 
liament. His  lordship  went  over 
much  of  the  ground  which  had 
been  taken  by  lord  John  Russell, 
and  commented  on  sir  Robert 
Peel's  letter  to  her  majesty,  and 
the  reply  which  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  advise  her  majesty  to  make. 
He  most  distinctly  declared  at  the 
same  time,  that  as  to  the  ladies  of 
the  household  he  gave  her  majesty 
no  advice  whatever,  because  he 
entertained  no  idea  that  any  ques- 
tion of  the  kind  would  have  arisen 
— he  had  not  conceived  it  possible 
that  the  right  hon.  baronet  could 
have  made  such  a  proposition  to 
her  majesty.  It  was  not  for  him 
to  instruct  the  noble  duke,  or  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  who  had  much 
greater  experience  than  himself  in 
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the  conduct  of  political  affairs^  but 
he  had  not  been  without  expe- 
rience during  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty,  and  he  begged  to  declare 
it  to  be  his  conviction,  that  in 
these  personal  matters  strokes  of 
force  never  worked  well. 

After  deprecating  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  topics  or  arguments  of 
an  irritating  nature  into  the  dis- 
cussion, lord  Melbourne  proceeded 
to  speak  in  his  usual  cool  and  care- 
less manner  of  his  own  feelings. 
"  Many  accusations/'  he  said, 
'^  have  been  put  forth  of  that  ge- 
neral character  to  which  I  am 
exceedingly  callous.  There  are 
some  the  truth  of  which  I  do  not 
feel,  and  to  which  I  am  very  in- 
sensible: —these  are  the  accusa- 
tions of  tenacit}"  of  office — a  desire 
for  place — the  imputation  of  being 
actuated  by  motives  of  ambition  or 
motives  of  avarice.  I  know  not 
that  I  altogether  deny  them,  and  I 
am  sure  that  I  care  very  little 
about  them ;  but  1  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  if  the  accusation 
could  be  made,  and  justly  made, 
against  me  of  running  away  from 
my  post  amid  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  the  country,  and  of  aban- 
doning that  party  by  whom  I  have 
been  maintained  and  supported. 
I' own,  my  lords,  that  I  have  a 
very  strong  feeling  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  should  be  very  sorry  if 
the  reproach  or  the  accusation  could 
with  any  show  of  justice  be  cast 
upon  me.  When  I  was  removed 
from  office  in  the  year  1835, 1  de- 
clared, upon  occasions  which  were 
then  affiirded  me  of  addressingbodies 
of  my  fellow  subjects,  that  it  was  by 
difference  of  opinion  and  disunion 
amongst  our  supporters  that  the 
administration  had  been  broken 
up,  and  that  nothing  but  the  most 
complete  co-operation  of  all  who  in 
any  degree  thought  with  us,  could 


re-establish  us  in  power,  or  main« 
tain  us  there  for  any  length  of  time 
after  we  were  re-established.  The 
union  which  I  advised  subsisted 
for  a  considerable  period.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  at  last  that  it  was 
broken  up,  and  thinking  that  there 
was  so  much  discord  amongst  my 
supporters  as  to  render  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  continue  to  conduct 
the  government  efficiently,  or  to 
take  the  measures  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  coun- 
try, I  resigned  my  office.  I  re- 
signed— I  will  not  use  so  harsh  a 
term  as  to  say,  because  I  was 
abandoned  by  my  supporters,  but 
because  there  had,  as  I  conceived, 
arisen  amongst  them  that  amount 
of  difference  in  opinion,  which  led 
me  to  suppose  I  could  no  longer, 
with  honour  to  myself  or  advan- 
tage to  the  country,  conduct  the 
affairs  of  government ;  and  I  now, 
my  lords,  frankly  declare  that  I 
resume  office  unequivocally  and 
solely  for  this  reason — that  I  will 
not  abandon  my  sovereign  in  a 
situation  of  difficulty  and  distress, 
and  especially  when  a  demand  is 
made  upon  her  majesty,  with  which 
I  think  she  ought  not  to  comply — 
a  demand  in  my  opinion,  my  lords^ 
inconsistent  with  her  personal 
honour,  and  which,  if  acquiesced 
in,  would  make  her  reign  Uable  to 
all  the  changes  and  variations  of 
political  parties,  and  render  her 
domestic  life  one  constant  scene  of 
unhappiness  and  discomfort." 

The  duke  of  Wellington  fol- 
lowed in  the  debate,  and  spoke 
with  a  tone  of  even  greater  mode- 
ration than  lord  Mdboume,  who 
had  certainly  addressed  the  house 
in  a  strain  of  as  much  conciliation 
as  the  circumstances  would  seem  to 
admit  of.  The  noble  duke,  with 
a  dignity  of  feeling  which  was  no 
more  than  nfttuw  in  him,   ex« 
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pressed  his  perfect  indifference  to 
reports.  He  had  served  his  coun- 
try through  good  report  and  evil 
report^  unmoved  by  either  the  one 
or  the  other.  He  had^  however, 
been  surprised  at  being  traduced 
with  having  ill-treated  his  sove- 
reign on  this  occasion — at  his 
time  of  life,  he  could  enter  the 
public  service  with  no  other  motive 
than  to  be  of  service  to  her.  He 
was  not,  fortunately,  so  sensitive 
about  reports  as  the  noble  viscount. 
He  then  recapitulated  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  his  part  in 
these  negotiations.  That  he  had 
suggested  to  her  majesty  the  expe- 
diency of  selecting  for  her  prime 
minister  a  member  of  the  other 
house  of  parliament.  That  he 
deemed  it  essential  that  the  minis- 
ter should  possess  the  entire  con« 
fidence  of  her  majesty,  and  with 
that  view  should  exercise  the  usual 
control  permitted  to  the  minister 
by  the  sovereign  in  the  construction 
of  the  household.  There  was  all 
possible  difference  between  the 
household  of  the  queen  consort  and 
the  household  of  the  queen  regnant, 
that  of  the  former  who  is  not  a 
political  person  being  compara- 
tively immaterial.  The  noble  duke 
next  entered  into  several  matters 
which  had  been  detailed  the  night 
before  by  sir  Robert  Peel  in  the 
other  house,  and  then  commented 
in  a  very  pointed  manner  on  the 
conduct  of  lord  Melbourne  in  ad- 
vising the  queen  to  act  upon  an 
impression  which  he  (lord  Mel- 
bourne) now  acknowledged  to  have 
been  an  erroneous  one.  And  the 
noble  duke  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  as  well  if  noble  lords 
would  not  be  quite  in  so  great  a 
hurry  to  give  their  opinion  and 
advice  upon  important  matters 
without  well  assuring  themselves 
that  they  had  a  really  correct  state- 
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ment  before  them.  The  public, 
he  said,  would  not  believe,  that  the 
queen  held  no  political  conversa- 
tion with  the  ladies  of  her  house- 
hold, and  that  political  influence 
was  not  exercised  by  them,  par- 
ticularly considering  who  the 
persons  were  who  held  those 
situations.  He  believed  the  his- 
tory of  the  country  afforded  a 
number  of  instances  in  which 
secret  and  improper  influence  had 
been  exercised  by  means  of  such 
conversations.  He  had  a  some- 
what strong  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  had  himself  filled  the 
office  of  the  noble  viscount,  and 
had  felt  the  inconvenience  of  an 
anomalous  influence,  not  exercised 
perhaps  by  ladies,  but  exerted  by 
persons  about  the  court,  and  that 
simply  in  conversations.  And  the 
country  was  at  that  moment  suf. 
fering  from  secret  influence  of  the 
same  description. 
•  The  noble  duke  concluded  by 
exprcs.sing  his  admiration  of  the 
personal  demeanour  of  her  Majesty 
in  these  proceedings,  which  he  cha- 
racterized as  displaying  a  readiness 
and  tirmness  much  beyond  her 
age. 

Lord  Melbourne  then  made  one 
or  two  observations  in  reply,  in 
which  he  begged  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  secret  influence 
as  that  referred  to  by  the  noble 
duke. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
that  these  explanations  in  parlia- 
ment created  an  extraordinary  sen- 
sation throughout  the  country,  and 
without  noticing  the  variety  of 
rumours  to  which  they  gave  birth, 
we  cannot,  as  faithful  annalists 
overlook  some  particular  circum- 
stances which  transpired  about  the 
same  time.  It  is  a  singular  fact, 
that  in  a  ministerial  evening  paper, 
the  Globe,  of  Thursday,  the  9th 
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of  May,  there  appeared  the  follow^ 
ing  paragraph:— 

*'  The  determination  which  it 
is  well  known  her  Majesty  has 
taken^  not  to  allow  the  change  in 
the  government  to  interfere  with 
the  ladies  of  her  court  has  given 
great  oflfence  to  the  tories."  Now, 
as  an  evening  paper  must  usually 
he  at  press  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  this  statement  must 
have  been  written  before  the  ne- 
gotiations between  sir  R.  Peel  and 
the  duke  of  Wellington  and  her 
majesty  had  been  made  known  to 
the  world,  and  a  whole  day  before 
the  determination  of  her  majesty 
had  been  made  known  to  sir  R. 
Peel  himself.  There  were  other 
circumstances  of  a  somewhat  sus- 
picious character  connected  with 
these  proceedings,  but  we  have  the 
statements  made  in  parliament  by 
lord  Melbourne  and  lord  John 
Russell  that  they  had  no  previous 
understanding  whatever  with  her 
majesty  on  the  subject  of  these 
appointments,  and,  certainly  no- 
thing has  since  come  to  light  to  fix 
on  the  principal  members  of  the 
government  any  part  in  any  poli- 
tical intrigue  on  this  occasion. 

The  bon.  William  Cowper,  the 
nephew  and  private  secretary  of 
lord  Melbourne,  had  just  vacated 
his  seat  for  Hertford,  by  the  ac- 
ceptance of  an  office  which  Mr. 
Sheil  had  resigned  some  weeks  be- 
fore, and  to  which  his  uncle  and 
patron  had  nominated  him  in  artin 
cuh  tnoriis  as  he  professes  tp  have 
thought  it.  On  the  13tb  of  May, 
three  days  after  sir  Robert  Peel's 
letter  of  the  10th  had,  as  lord 
Melbourne  admitted,  dispelled 
'*  the  erroneous  impressions'*  upon 
which  the  queen  had  acted,  lord 
Melbourne's  private  secretary  pub^ 
lished  an  address  to  the  electors  of 
Hertford  in  which  was  the  follow* 


ing  passage.  ''  Every  dictate  of 
feeling,  of  honour,  of  loyalty,  and 
justice,  impels  me,  at  all  hazards, 
to  support  our  queen  in  her  noble 
resistance  to  the  cruel  attempt  so 
unworthily  to  wrest  from  her  ma- 
jesty a  prerogative  hitherto  un. 
questioned,  and  to  usurp  the  power 
of  dismissing  at  the  ministers'  will 
those  ladies  of  her  court  whom,  from 
their  sympathy  and  devotion,  and 
from  long  acquaintance,  her  majesty 
could  look  upon  as  friends.'* 

However  immaterial  might  be 
Mr.  W.  Cowper's  own  reasons  for 
his  supp(nrt  of  the  queen,  as  com*' 
ing  from  the  private  secretary  of 
the  minister,  his  near  relation,  and 
a  person  just  promoted  by  him  to 
a  parliamentary  office,  the  imputa* 
tion  thus  cast  out  became  import- 
ant enough  to  deserve  attention. 
It  is  true,  that  two  days  after,  and 
before  the  miarepresentation  could 
be  noticed  in  parliament,  Mr. 
Cowfier  thought  proper  to  publish 
the  following  recantation  :*- 

*'  The  explanations  which  have 
taken  place  in  parliament  since  my 
first  address,  certainly  remove  all 
ground  for  ascribing  any  but  proper 
and  loval  motives  to  the  leaders  of 
the  tory  party  in  their  late  nego^ 
tiationa."  This  recantation  is 
dated  the  15  th  of  May.  The  ac* 
cusation  was  dated  the  13tb  but  we 
may  observe  that  it  was  on  the  same 
day  and  long  before  the  departure 
of  the  post  of  that  evening,  thai 
sir  Robert  Peel's  explanation  was 
given  in  Parliament.  Mr,  Cow^ 
per  might,  therefore,  even  if  hit 
address  were  already  written,  have 
suppressed  or  at  least  corrected  it 
by  that  night's  post.  Yet,  long 
after  the  authoritative  admission, 
thus  made,  that  there  was  no 
ground  whatsoever  '*  for  ascribing 
any  but  proper  and  loyal  motives 
to  the  leaders  of  the  tory  party  in 
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their  late  negotiations/'  other  less 
responsible^  but  more  powerful 
organs  of  the  ministry  were  per- 
mitted  and  encouraged  to  propa- 
gate again  and  again  the  abjured 
imputation  with  every  possible  ad- 
ditional circumstance  of  crafty  and 
intemperate  falsehood. 

The  partizans  of  the  ministry^ 
says  lord  Brougham^  made  an  ap- 
peal "  to  the  credulity  and  passions 
of  the  multitude,  by  the  most  scan- 
dalous misrepresentations^  by  slan- 
der the  most  despicable^  so  ridicU' 
lous^  so  contemptible,  that  it  had 
never  been  surpassed."  Lord 
Brougham,  who  is  a  pretty  good 
judge  of  the  bearings  of  popular 
opinions^  nronounces  it,  however, 
to  have  ended  '^  in  the  most  signal 
failure^  the  most  utter  and  total 
failure,  he  had  ever  known."  It 
failed,  indeed,  universally,  and 
even  in  quarters  where  such  arts 
had  never  failed  before  ;  it  failed 
with  the  populace  in  the  most  ex- 
citable districts,  and  was  even  re- 
jected by  a  large  majority  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of 
London.  At  the  same  time,  ad- 
dresses to  her  majesty  poured  in 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  some 
congratulating  her  on  the  return  of 
lord  Melbourne  and  lord  John 
Russell  to  office,  and  others  peti- 
tioning her  majesty  to  call  Sir  R. 
Peel  and  the  duke  of  Wellington 
to  her  councils. 

Perhaps  the  preceding  observa- 
tions would  hardly  be  complete, 
in  an  historical  view,  if  we  did  not 
mention  an  address  transmitted  to 
sir  Robert  Peel  and  the  duke  of 
Wellington  by  the  gentlemen  of 
Shrewsbury  and  its  neighbourhood. 
It  seems  one  had  been  presented  to 
the  queen  from  the  radicals  of  that 
town  misrepresenting  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  the  conservative 
statesmen. 


The  gentlemen  of  Shrewsbury 
indignant  at  such  impudent  false- 
hoods, presented  through  sir  Ri- 
chard Jenkins,  G.C.B.,  their  re- 
presentative, a  counter  declaration 
to  sir  Robert  and  the  duke,  which, 
as  well  as  their  answers,  are  as  we 
have  said,  important  historical 
documents,  and  fit  to  be  recorded 
with  the  other  facts  of  this  extra- 
ordinary case. 

SHREWSBURY  DECLAl^ATION. 

**  We,  the  undersigned  inhabit- 
ants of  Shrewsbury,  hereby  de- 
clare, that  we  are  restrained  by 
dutiful  respect  to  the  crown,  from 
entering  upon  the  public  discussion 
of  transactions  in  which  the  sove- 
reign has  been  personally  engaged. 
We  should  have  been  wholly  silent 
respecting  the  late  ministerial  over- 
tures which  have  ended  in  the 
temporary  disappointment  of  her 
majesty's  faithful  subjects,  were 
it  not  for  the  eager  effort  of  a  few 
partizans  of  this  borough  to  reWve 
their  decaying  influence  by  a  dtx- 
terous  but  dishonest  use  of  the 
present  conjuncture.  We  caiiuot 
allow  them,  unreproved,  to  assume 
for  the  first  time,  the  virtue  of 
loyalty,  nor,  uncontradicted,  to 
carry  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
their  own  dangerous  opinions,  as 
possessing  the  general  sympathy 
of  their  townsmen.  We,  there- 
fore, owe  it  to  ourselves,  and  to 
the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  to  declare 
that  we  regard  with  strong  indig- 
nation, but  with  stronger  contempt, 
the  false  and  calumnious  assertions 
by  which  it  is  sought  for  factious 
ends,  to  fix  the  charge  of  disloyal 
insolence  on  those  statesmen  who 
are,  under  a  gracious  providence, 
the  mainstay  of  the  monarchy  and, 
as  we  humbly  trust,  will  yet  become 
its  preservers.  We  assert,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington  and  sir  Robert 
[K2] 
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Peel  in  the  late  negotiations  was 
eminently  distinguished  by  consti- 
tutional principles^  disinterested 
honesty,  and  genuine  loyalty,  and 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  unite  with 
those  illustrious  men  in  defending 
the  just  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  and  the  integrity  of  our 
constitution  in  church  and  state. 
.    '' May  20thr 

To  this  address  both  the  duke 
and  sir  R.  Peel  returned  very  full 
and  satisfactory  answers,  expres- 
sive of  their  great  gratification, 
at  the  general  character  of  the 
address,  and  the  medium  through 
which  it  had  been  conveyed  to 
them.  Sir  R.  Peel  entered  into 
some  details  as  to  the  view  he  took 
of  the  late  transactions  which  are 
well  worthy  of  consideration. 
.  "I  am,"  he  says,  "  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  constitution  of  this 
country  does  not  recognize  any 
distinction  in  respect  to  public  ap- 
pointments provided  for  by  act  of 
parliament,  and  instituted  for  pur- 
poses of  state,  on  account  of  the 
sex  of  the  parties  holding  them, 
and  that  no  minister  would  be 
justified  in  divesting  himself  of  all 
control  and  responsibility  in  respect 
to  a  particular  class  of  such  ap- 
pointments. 

*'  If  I  deemed  certain  changes  in 
that  class  necessary  for  public  pur- 
poses, it  was  as  clearly  my  duty 
to  advise  them,  as  it  was  the  duty 
of  lords  Grey  and  Grenville  in 
1812,  to  require,  'that  the  con- 
nection of  the  great  oflScers  of  the 
court  with  the  political  adminis- 
tration should  be  clearly  established 
in  its  first  arrangements/ 

'*  They  claimed,  for  themselves 
the  credit  which  I  claim,  of  having 
acted  on  public  grounds,  and  they 
assigned  as  the  justification  of 
their  conduct,  the  very  same 
ground  which  is  the  justification  of 


»ii/2g— namely,  their  firm  convic- 
tion that  it  was  necessary  to  give 
to  a  new  government  that  charac. 
ter  of  efficiency  and  stability,  and 
those  marks  of  the  constitutional 
support  of  the  crown,  which  were 
required  to  enable  it  to  act  usefully 
for  the  public  service. 

"  If  the  constitution  does  recog- 
nize a  distinction  between  public 
appointments  on  account  of  the 
sex  of  the  parties  holding  them, 
the  example  of  lords  Grey  and 
Grenville  in  1812,  is  certainly  no 
authority.  If  the  constitution 
does  not  recognize  such  a  distinc  • 
tion,  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  principle  for  which  I  contended 
and  that  upon  which  lord  Grey 
and  lord  Grenville  acted.'* 

A  still  further  discussion  on  the 
subject  took  place  in  the  house  of 
lords,  on  the  3 1st  of  May,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  question  being  put 
by  lord  Winchilsea,  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  new  govern- 
ment was  to  be  carried  on  in  its 
renovated  shape.  His  lordship  con- 
tended that  the  ministers  having 
publicly  abandoned  their  office, 
and  the  queen  having  accepted 
their  resignation,  the  old  govern- 
ment had  been  constitutionally  at 
an  end.  With  this  view  he  ap- 
pealed to  lord  Melbourne's  own 
declaration,  which  he  quoted  at 
length  to  the  house,  and  from 
which  it  plainly  appeared,  that  he 
resigned  in  consequence  of  a  vote 
of  the  house  of  commons  imme- 
diately fatal  to  a  measure  which 
he  (lord  Melbourne)  deemed  of 
paramount  importance  and  indis- 
pensable to  the  good  government 
of  the  country.  He  was  prepared 
to  rest  his  appeal  to  the  noble 
viscount  on  this  ground,  and  to 
ask  him,  if  the  same  principles 
which  had  hitherto  directed  the 
late  government,  which .  Jie  maia- 
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tained  had  been  constitutionally 
extinct,  still  continued  to  direct  and 
influence  the  present  one.  No  man, 
he  insisted,  could  take  a  just  view 
of  the  situation  of  this  country, 
whether  as  affecting  the  fate  of  its 
colonies,  its  foreign  relations,  or 
the  internal  state  of  the  kingdom, 
without  feeling  great  cause  for 
apprehension.  With  regard  to  our 
foreign  alliances,  he  feared  many 
of  those  which  formerly  bound  us 
to  other  countries  were,  if  not  ac- 
tually broken  up,  at  least  so  shaken, 
as  to  preclude  the  expectation  of 
their  siding  with  England,  should 
we  unfortunately  be  involved  in  a 
foreign  war.  The  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination, also,  which  had  lately 
prevailed  in  great  part  of  our  colo- 
nies, justified  alarm  for  their  secu- 
rity and  maintenance.  Whether 
our  internal  state  of  affairs  was 
considered  as  relating  to  Ireland, 
where  there  was  at  that  moment 
an  organized  state  of  rebellion  to 
destroy  the  English  connection, 
or  the  fearful  conspiracy  in  this 
country  which  had  been  working 
for  the  last  five  years,  he  asked 
the  noble  lords  and  the  country, 
if  he  had  not  a  right  to  expect 
some  declaration  at  the  hands  of 
the  minister,  who,  on  the  7th  of 
the  month,  had  made  a  declaration 
that  he  could  no  longer  carry  on 
the  affairs  of  government  with 
honour  to  the  crown  or  with  se- 
curity to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. There  had  been  an  abandon- 
ment of  principle,  either  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  or  of  some 
portion  of  its  supporters,  for  the 
government  was  supported  by  three 
distinct  parties,  and  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  he  might 
constitutionally,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  England,  call  on  lord 
Melbourne  to  explain,  in  what  re- 
spect he  was  now  better  prepared 


to  carry  on  the  aflairs  of  govern- ' 
ment,  than  he  had  been  only  a  few 
days  since. 

Lord  Melbourne  in  reply  said, 
he  had  already  stated  to  their  lord- 
ships the  grounds  of  his  resigna- 
tion, which  had  been  perfectly 
apprehended  by  the  noble  earl. 
He  would  admit  the  difficulties 
with  which  he  had  to  contend 
were  still  undiminished,  at  least 
by  any  abandonment  of  principle 
on  his  part ;  and  that  the  govern- 
ment would  still  be  conducted  on 
those  principles  on  which  it  had 
originally  been  formed,  and  had 
been  throughout  conducted,  those, 
namely,  of  progressive  reform. 

The  noble  earl  had  adverted  to 
the  difficulties  which  surrounded 
this  country  both  internally  and 
externally ;  these  he  did  not  mean 
to  extenuate.  In  the  first  place, 
he  disceiTied  in  the  feelings  of  the 
people  at  the  present  time,  a  new 
symptom  which  might  prove  more 
or  less  dangerous: — those  designs 
which  in  former  times  were  always 
glossed  over  with  some  projected 
measure  of  reform,  had  been 
broached  in  the  present  day  at 
public  meetings,  and  that  by  per- 
sons possessing  no  small  influence 
and  power,  and  were  accompanied 
by  open  professions  of  intended 
plunder,  violence,  and  bloodshed. 
A  great  change  had  lately  taken 
place  in  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  which  had  excited  consi- 
derable alarm  in  the  minds  of 
many  who  had  great  experience 
and  knowledge  in  public  affairs. 
One  of  the  ablest  and  most  expe- 
rienced statesmen  in  Europe,  gave 
as  his  opinion  with  respect  to  these 
changes,  **  that  they  might  do  well 
for  times  of  peace,  when  there  was 
no  financial  difficulty,  but  should 
we  be  involved  in  war  and  feel 
the  pressure  of  pecuniary  difficult 
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tiesi  we  should  then  see  how  our 
new  constitution  would  work." 
^nd  certainly^  continued  lord  Mel- 
bourne, unless  there  were  a  due 
regard  for  common  sense  in  the 
country^  that  danger  would  be 
difficult  to  meet.  With  regard 
to  what  had  taken  place,  he  was 
anxious,  no  doubt,  lor  the  great 
interests  committed  for  the  present 
to  his  charge,  and  in  some  little 
measure,  perhaps,  on  his  own  ac- 
count. Who  were  the  parties  best 
fitted  to  exercise  power  in  the  na- 
tion he  could  not  decide,  but  it 
would  be  in  point  to  notice  a  remark 
of  William  III.,  a  man  of  most 
prudent,  simple,  and  sagacious 
mind: — '*  I  do  not  know,"  said  he 
to  bishop  Burnet,  "  whether  a 
monarchy  or  a  republic  be  the 
better  form  of  government— much 
may  be  said  on  either  side,  but  I 
can  tell  you  that  which  is  the 
worst— a  monarchy  which  has  not 
the  power  to  put  in  effect  the 
measures  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  people." 

This  was  the  explanation  offered 
by  the  premier.  Lord  Brougham, 
who  followed  the  noble  viscount, 
began  by  declaring  that  were  it  not 
for  his  paramount  sense  of  duty, 
and  deep  devotion  before  all  other 
claims,  to  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try, the  con»deration  of  the  part 
he  had  so  long  taken  in  common 
with  his  noble  friends  near  him  in 
public  life,  and  the  unbroken  bond 
of  personal  attachment  which  in 
spite  of  political  differencies  still 
united  him  to  them,  would  have 
counselled  him  to  observe  silence 
in  the  present  discussion.  The 
embarrassment  of  such  a  position 
was^  however,  further  increased 
by  the  peculiar  tactics  pursued  by 
the  noble  viscount  and  his  sup- 
porters out  of  doors,  who  were 
unifocm  in  tbeii  endeavQur»  to  ex« 


hibit  those  who  might  feel  bound 
to  follow  the  course  he  was  com- 
pelled to  adopt,  in  an  aspect  of 
personal  opposition  to  an  illustrious 
lady.  The  name  of  the  sovereign 
of  these  realms  had  been  put  for- 
ward and  tendered  to  the  country 
in  lieu  of  all  explanations,  and  the 
private  personal  feelings  of  thai 
illustrious  princess  had  been  made 
the  topic  of  every  riotous  meeting 
— of  all  the  demagogues  who  have 
set  to  work  to  suppcnrt  a  sinking  ad- 
ministration. "  For  themselves  th« 
ministers  have  nothing  to  say,  no 
measure  to  promise,  no  defence  to 
make  of  their  policy— -but  the  cry 
of  the  "  queen,  the  queen,  the 
queen ;"  and  to  sum  up  all  in  the 
words  of  a  kinsman  of  my  noble 
friend  and  also  his  private  secre- 
tary, "  sir  Robert  Peel's  attempt 
to  form  a  government  was  de- 
feated by  two  ladies  c^  the  bed- 
chamber." 

He  felt  an  answer  should  be 
given  to  this  noble  friend's  ob- 
servations, that  there  were  diffi- 
culties abroad  and  at  home,  which 
required  a  government  possessed  of 
the  fullest  confidence  of  the  houses 
of  parliament,  and  this  brought 
him  to  the  question  put  by  his 
noble  friend.  How  did  it  hiqipen, 
that  lord  Melbourne  in  that  house 
and  lord  John  Russell  in  the  other 
house,  should  have  declared  thej 
had  lost  the  oon^enee  of  parlia- 
ment, that  they  had  no  lu^pes  of 
being  supported  in  this  country, 
or  they  should  have  had  recourse 
to  the  usual  expedient  in  sudi 
cases,  but  under  these  cureum- 
stances  they  gave  up  the  goveniP 
ment  surroui^d  by  difficulties  at 
home  and  abroad?  This  haf|>eiied 
on  the  7th  of  May»  aacl  on  the 
14th,  that  very  day  week,  his 
noUe  friend  in  tke  saaw  piaoe 
Stated,  thai,  ooHrilbafeiBttnf  dil  to 
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had  said  the  week  before,  he  was  One  of  the  first  falsehoods  in 
about  to  resume  the  government,  support  of  this  plan  spread  over 
and,  therefore,  meant  to  ask  of  the  country  was,  that  sir  Robert 
the  house  to  adjourn  for  ten  or  Peel  had  made  an  attempt  to  de- 
twelve  days.  What  was  there  on  prive  her  majesty  of  all  her  ladies* 
the  3l8t  (^  May  to  show,  that  the  Nothing  more  false  or  foul  had 
ministers  had  more  of  the  confi-  ever  been  uttered  or  printed.  There 
dence  of  the  house  and  the  coun-  had  been  a  misapprehension  in  the 
try  than  on  the  7th  of  May,  breast  of  the  sovereign  which  his 
when  they  resigned?  He  (lord  noble  friend  had  admitted,  but 
Brougham)  was  most  anxious  to  what  was  the  advantage  of  satis- 
see  an  end  to  the  finality  doctrine,  factorily  contradicting  it  in  parlia^ 
which  had  occasioned  his  opposi-  ment,  when  a  ministerial  member 
tion  to  government,  and  again  to  was  declaring  in  public,  that  an 
extend  to  them  the  right  hand  of  attempt  had  been  made  to  violate 
fellowship,  for  personally  he  had  the  sanctuary  of  the  sovereign  and 
never  ceased  to  be  their  friend,  to  drive  from  her  all  her  ladies. 
It  was  that  feeling  which  induced  There  was  also  another  falsehood 
him  to  hope  they  really  meant  to  in  circulation  calculated  to  produce 
make  such  a  change  in  their  policy,  a  deep  effect  in  England.  '*  Only 
Now,  it  could  not  be  denied,  that  think/'  it  was  said  '*  of  those  poli- 
with  respect  to  the  finality  ques-  ticians  (meaning  their  opponents) 
tion,  the  whole  cabinet  was  of  the  who  want  to  deprive  the  queen  o£ 
satme  opinion  as  lord  John  Russell,  her  earliest  friends — friends  at* 
He  trusted,  however,  they  might  tached  to  her  in  childhood,  who 
abandon  it,  and  every  noble  lord  watched  over  her  in  sickness, 
in  that  house  knew,  that  such  was  cheered  and  made  her  happy  in 
the  strong  feelings  of  the  reformers  her  hours  of  health,  and  were  her 
who  had  fought  in  the  same  ranks  old  and  constant  companions."  Her 
with  them.  It  was  on  this  account  gracious  majesty  was  now  about 
he  had  supposed  that  ministers  nineteen  or  near  twenty,  and  how 
themselves  would  have  considered  long  did  they  suppose  these  old, 
this  the  basis  on  which  their  new  tender,  and  constant  companions, 
government  was  to  be  placed,  for  had  been  known  to  her?  exactly 
new  it  was  to  be  called  on  account  one  year — so  for  eighteen  years 
of  their  former  declaration,  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  her 
they  had  lost  the  confidence  of  — during  all  that  time  not  one  of 
parliament,  and,  therefore,  were  them  had  approached  her.  It  was 
to  stand  on  a  totally  new  ground,  said  it  would  be  a  natural  arrange- 
which  he  was  sure  would  be  a  con-  ment  to  have  one  set  of  men  in 
stitutional*  one.  This  he  had  sup-  office  and  another  set  of  women  in 
posed,  for  he  never  dreamt  of  any,  office — this  doctrine  was  reserved 
and  above  all  of  a  whig  government  for  the  year  1 839.  It  was  reserved 
standing  upon  such  a  ground  as  the  for  the  whigs,  who,  in  1812,  had 
present,  namely,  a  bed  -  chamber  maintained  an  opposite  opinion  and 
question^  a  question  of  personal  feel-  who  had  refused  to  come  into  office 
ing  towards  the  sovereign.  This  because  lords  of  the  bed-chamber 
was  the  ground  for  resuming  office,  were  to  be  retained  by  the  sove* 
and  upon  that  ground  they  appealed  re^n. 

to  the  country  for  support.  This  was  certainly  m  extraor^ 
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dinary  pobition^  and  threw  a  new 
light  on  the  formation  of  a  govern- 
ment^ that  when  ministers  said  they 
resigned^  it  meant  only  the  hus- 
bands were  to  resign,  and  the  wives 
not  acting  in  conformity  with  them 
would  not  resign,  that  half  went 
out,  the  "better  half"  remaining 
in,  and  a  government  saying,  ^*  we 
are  in  office  until  our  successors  are 
appointed"  meant  *'  we  are  out  of 
office  only  until  our  wives  and  sis- 
ters prevent  those  who  might  be 
our  successors  from  forming  a  go- 
vernment. It  was  a  painful  thing 
to  be  called  upon  to  discuss  a  sub- 
ject with  which  ladies  were  mixed 
up,  but  it  had  become  a  state  ques- 
tion, the  ladies  of  the  bedchamber 
had  been  turned  into  a  political  en- 
gine and  made  the  pivot  on  which 
the  ministry  was  to  turn.  They 
had  ceased  to  be  the  mere  compa- 
nions of  the  sovereign's  private 
life,  they  had  actually  become 
statesmen,  though  not  clothed  in 
male  attire,  and  stood  between  the 
wishes  of  parliament  and  the  grant- 
ing of  those  wishes.  There  were 
grave  matters  mixed  up  with  this 
question,  it  had  great  constitu- 
tional bearings,  and  was  connected 
with  many  and  serious  consequen- 
ces. There  was  in  point  of  autho- 
rity no  difference  between  the 
houses  of  parliament,  neither  had 
confidence  in  his  noble  friend*s  go- 
vernment. Both  desired  a  change  3 
of  one  his  noble  friend  had  lost  the 
confidence,  and  of  the  other  he 
never  had  any  to  lose.  His  noble 
friend's  government  had  not  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  sovereign, 
that  was  all,  but  how  was  it  that 
that  confidence  seemed  of  so  much 
more  value  on  Monday  14th  May 
than  on  Monday  7th  May.  Upon 
what  ground  did  that  continued, 
but  not  increased,  confidence  enable 
the  present  government  to  carry  on 


the  business  of  the  country  in  the 
face  of  the  houses  of  parliament. 
Was  it  come  to  this  that  the  par- 
liament and  the  country  must  yield 
to  the  caprice  of  the  ministers  ?  it 
was  not  the  caprice  of  parliament, 
parliament  could  have  no  caprice, 
it  was  the  ^^  wisdom  of  parliament." 
Then  it  might  be  the  caprice  of  the 
sovereign.  He  knew  it  was  not,  he 
had  the  honor  of  knowing  that  il- 
lustrious individual  from  her  earli- 
est childhood,  and  he  unhesitatingly 
asserted  there  never  was  a  person 
having  less  caprice  than  that  illus- 
trious princess. 

He  had  thought  they  belonged 
to  a  country  in  which  the  govern- 
ment, by  the  crown  and  the  wis- 
dom of  parliament  was  every  thing, 
and  the  personal  feelings  of  the 
sovereign  absolutely  not  to  be 
named  at  the  same  time ;— to  be  of 
course  most  respectfully  venerated^ 
but  never  to  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  sober  judgment  of  parlia- 
ment— to  countervail  the  highest 
interests  of  the  state.  That  was  the 
language  of  the  constitution.  He 
little  thought  in  this  advanced  pe- 
riod of  our  history  to  be  obliged  to 
argue  this  question  with  whigi^ 
the  descendants  of  the  minifiten^ 
who,  because  they  would  not  sub- 
scribe to  this  creed  refused  to  be 
the  ministers  of  1812.  He  little 
thought  to  have  lived  to  bear  it 
said  by  the  whigs  of  1839,  ''Let 
us  rally  round  the  queen;  never 
mind  the  house  of  commons;  never 
mind  measures,  throw  "principles 
to  the  dogs,  leave  pledges  unre- 
deemed, but  for  God's  sake  rallj 
round  the  throne."  Little  did  1m 
think  the  day  would  come,  wlien 
he  should  hear  such  language  no( 
from  the  unconstitutional  place* 
hunting,  king-loving  tories,  wlio 
thought  the  public  was  made  for 
the  king,  not  the  king  for  the  pub« 
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lie,  but  from  the  whigs  themselves. 
The  Jamaica  bill>  continued  lord 
Brougham  y  said  to  be  a  most  im. 
portant  measure^  had  been  brought 
forward.  The  government  had 
staked  their  existence  upon  it,  they 
were  not  able  to  carry  it,  they 
therefore  conceived  they  had  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. .  They  thought  it  a  measure 
of  paramount  necessity.  Was  it, 
he  asked^  less  necessary  now  ?  They 
had  hot  changed  their  opinion.  If 
the  other  was  the  right  measure 
this  must  be  the  wrong.  If  it  was 
not  right  to  adopt  the  one,  it  was 
wrong  to  abandon  the  other.  Oh  I 
but  that  was  altered.  The  Jamai- 
ca question  was  to  be  new  fashion- 
ed, principles  were  to  be  given  up, 
and  all  because  of  two  ladies  of  the 
bedchamber.  [Laughter.]  If  the 
case,  continued  lord  Brougham, 
was  ludicrous,  the  fault  was  not 
his.  The  government  said,  they 
would  not  adopt  a  measure  con- 
trary to  their  conscience,  but  they 
gave  up  the  right  measure  con- 
trary to  their  conscientious  con- 
victionsj  and  why?  Not  because 
their  opinions  had  changed  or 
their  minds  been  favoured  with 
any  new  light  since  the  7th  of 
May,  but  because  of  a  squabble  in 
the  bed-chamber.  Again,  Canada 
was  a  most  important  matter,  it 
was  referred  to  in  a  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  the  sessions.  They 
had  received  a  message  from  the 
crown,  recommending  attention  to 
the  afiairs  of  Canada  on  a  basis 
pointed  out.  He  had  put  a  ques- 
tion on  this  subject  to  his  noble 
friend^  and  the  answer  he  received 
was^  that  measures  would  be  pro. 
doced  unless  circumstances  occurred 
to  prevent  their  being  brought  for- 
ward. Did  not  every  man  who  had 
eyes  to  see  what  those  circumstan- 
ces werei  not  the  circumstances  of 


Canada,  not  the  merits  of  the  case, 
but  the  ladies  of  the  bedchamber. 

After  the  noble  lord  had  con- 
cluded a  most  brilliant  speech, 
which  was  throughout  loudly 
cheered  by  the  opposite  benches, 
the  duke  of  Wellington  and  lord 
Normanby  made  a  few  observa- 
tions, the  latter  feeling  it  necessary 
to  explain,  how  lady  Normanby 's 
name  had  been  mixed  up  with 
these  circumstances.  On  the  day 
on  which  the  resignation  of  the 
ministers  took  place,  he  had  a  con- 
versation with  his  noble  friend  the 
noble  marquess  (Tavistock)  on  the 
subject  of  the  ladies  of  her  majesty's 
household,  and  while  fully  con- 
curring with  his  noble  friend  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  full 
right  of  her  majesty  to  retain  these 
ladies,  he  remembered  to  have 
stated  that  it  might  be  possible  that 
his  connection  with  the  govern- 
ment might  place  lady  Normanby 
in  a  different  position  to  the  other 
ladies,  and  he  added  if  any  intima- 
tion of  this  kind  was  made  to  him 
he  should  act  upon  it. 

Accordingly,  when  informed  of 
the  difficulties  stated  to  be  in  the 
way  of  the  formation  of  a  new 
ministry,  which  was  not  till  the 
meeting  at  his  noble  friend's  house 
on  Thursday  evening,  he,  that  very 
night,  communicated  to  lady  Nor- 
manby his  feeling  that  it  was  ad- 
viseable  she  should  resign  her  situa- 
tion, and  lady  Normanby  tendered 
her  resignation  the  following 
morning. 

Lord  Brougham  explained  that 
he  had  not  entertained  the  remotest 
idea  of  alluding  to  anything  that 
had  been  done  by  the  very  amiable 
personage  whtjse  name  had  been 
introduced  by  the  noble  marquess. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  as  soon  as 
the  ministry  had  been  reconstruct- 
ed^ the  house  met  for  the^  election 
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of  a  new  speaker  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Abercrombie;  who  had  three 
weeks  previously  declared  his  in- 
tention of  resigning,  having  no 
longer  sufiBcient  strength  to  per* 
form  the  arduous  duties  imposed 
on  him  by  the  office.  He  had  on 
that  occasion  received  through  sir 
R.  Peel  and  lord  John  Russell  the 
highest  testimonies  as  to  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  two 
great  parties,  not  only  for  his  con- 
duct in  the  chair,  but  also  for  his 
strenuous  exertions  to  improve  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  fnivate 
business  of  the  house.  He  had 
since  been  called  to  the  house  of 
peers  by  the  title  of  lord  Dun- 
fermline. 

Mr«  Handley,  who  rose  to  pro- 
pose Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  the  mem- 
ber for  North  Hants,  as  a  person 
eminently  qualified  to  succeed  to 
the  vacant  chair,  commenced  his 
address  by  a  high  eulogium  on  the 
merits  of  the  late  speaker,  in  which 
be  was  joined  by  every  member 
who  took  part  in  the  debate.  He 
said,  however,  that  he  had  hoped 
that  the  name  of  the  member  for 
North  Hants  would  have  been  so 
acceptable  to  the  house,  that  they 
should  have  been  spared  the  pain  of 
a  contest  on  the  occasion,  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  On  this  subject, 
Mr.  Handley  said,  he  might  ex- 
pect to  be  considered  impartial, 
because  in  1835  on  the  question  of 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton,  he  had  felt  himself  bound 
to  separate  from  his  party  and  vote 
for  that  gentleman.  He  humbly 
protested  against  the  chair  being 
considered  as  an  appendage  to  mi- 
nisterial patronage.  The  election 
ought  not  to  be  made  a  matter  of 
party,  neither  ought  it  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  reward  for  long  official 
services,  because  the  habits  im- 
parted by  such  serrices  were  m  bis 


opinion  incompatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  strict  impartiality 
In  the  speaker  there  should  be 
spirit  and  courage  to  defend  and 
assert  the  privileges  of  the  house, 
and  these  qualities  none  could  deny 
to  Mr.  Lefevre.  He  was  also  a 
man  of  unwearied  diligence  in  the 
dispatch  of  business,  and  it  might 
be  remembered  by  some  hon.  mem- 
bers, that  two  years  previous  it 
had  been  thought  proper,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  state  of  private  busi- 
ness at  that  time,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  forty-two  members  to 
devise  a  remedy  for  the  confusion 
into  which  it  had  fallen,  and  by 
which  committee  his  hon.  friend 
was  placed  in  the  chair.  And  he 
would  appeal  to  those  who  served 
on  that  committee  whether  it  was 
not  owing  to  the  real  talent  and 
sound  judgment  of  his  hon.  friend 
that  their  labours  were  brought  to 
a  successful  termination*  Mr. 
Lefevre  possessed  likewise  that 
urbanity  of  manner  and  that  frank 
and  open  bearing  so  indispensable 
in  a  speaker  for  the  repression  of 
the  angry  excitement  which  some- 
times arose  in  the  house. 

Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  who 
seconded  the  proposition  that  Mr. 
Lefevre  should  take  the  chair, 
passed  a  similar  eulogium  on  that 
gentleman,  but  supported  the  mo- 
tion on  very  different  grounds*  He 
believed  the  people  of  EngUmd 
looked  with  anxiety  to  the  result, 
as  displaying  the  feeling  of  the 
house,  whether  they  were  to  ad- 
vance or  whether  they  were  to 
stand  stiU.  He  professed  and 
avowed  it.  He  did  support  Mr. 
Lefevre,  because  his  opinions  were 
popular,  because  he  had  been  an 
advocate  of  reform,  and  because  he 
believed  his  election  would  satisfy 
the  people  that  the  house  intended 
to  proc^  until  tbqr  bad  icali^ecl 
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the    just    expectations     of    the 
country. 

Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  from  his 
great  experience  and  reputation  in 
the  house,  and  great  knowledge  of 
the  forms  and  precedents  of  parlia- 
ment, had  heen  selected  to  propose 
the  rival  candidate,  and  he  accord- 
ingly stated  that  Mr.  Goulbum, 
the  member  for  the  uni?ersity  of 
Cambridge,  was  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  felt  disposed  to  give  the 
preference.  In  him  would  be  found 
great  self-possession,  vigour,  and 
resolution,  and  a  great  degree  of 
eourtesy  to  temper  these  qualities. 
He  had  also  great  experience  in 
the  practice  of  the  house.  Neither, 
said  Mr.  Wynn,  could  he  conceive 
how  it  could  be  urged  as  an  ob- 
jection to  him  that  he  had  held 
office  under  the  crown.  The  late 
speaker  had  been  elected  from 
being  a  member  of  his  majesty's 
cabinet.  Sergeant  Mitford  had 
been  elected  to  be  speaker  from  the 
office  of  attorney-general.  Mr. 
Abbott  was  elected  from  the  ofBce 
of  ehief-secretary  for  Ireland.  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  had  been  elected 
speaker  from  the  office  of  judge 
advocate.  Surely  if  this  was  a  just 
groand  of  complaint,  it  would 
have  been  discovered  before  this ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge  the 
fairness  and  impartiality  of  those 
who  had  successively  occupied  the 
ehair. 

Mr.  Wilson  Patten  seconded  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Goulbum.  Af- 
ter the  candidates  had  severally 
addressed  a  few  words  to  the  house. 


expressing  their  gratitude  to  their 
own  supporters,  and  their  sense  of 
their  own  un worthiness  to  fill  so 
distinguished  a  post,  the  house 
divided,  on  the  motion  that  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre  do  take  the  chair, 
which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
18;  there  being  for  the  motion 
317,  and  against  it  299.  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre  was  then  led  to  the 
chair  by  Mr.  Handley  and  sir 
Stephen  Lushington,  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  house  to  the  following 
effect :  "  I  venture  to  offer  my 
sincere  and  heartfelt  acknowledge- 
ments for  the  distinguished  honour 
you  have  conferred  upon  me.  I 
wish  your  election  had  fallen  on 
an  individual  more  worthy  of  the 
honour  3  but  I  assure  you  I  will 
endeavour  by  an  honest  and  im- 
partial discharge  of  my  duties  to 
deserve  the  high  distinction  I  have 
received  at  your  hands."  Lord 
John  Russell  immediately  rose  to 
present  the  congratulations  of  the 
house  to  the  new  speaker,  and  in 
so  doing  expressed  very  great  plea- 
sure that  there  had  appeared  a  dis- 
position to  give  every  credit  to 
the  qualifications  of  the  two  mem- 
bers proposed,  and  that  there  had 
been  nothing  in  the  competition  to 
create  an  unpleasant  feeling  on 
either  side,  but  that  both  parties 
would  now  readily  concur  in 
affording  to  the  member  for  North 
Hampshire  that  unanimous  sup- 
port by  which  alone  he  could  hope 
to  preserve  order,  and  carry  pro- 
perly into  effect  the  important 
duties  confided  to  him. 
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National  Education — Projx)sitimi  of  the  Governmetd-^^Normal  Schools 
— Minute  of  tfie  Privy  Councu-^Call  of  the  HousC'-^Subsequent 
Abandonment  of  the  Plan  of  a  Normal  School — Debate  on  the  Stdh- 
ject  in  the  House  of  Commons — Ij>rd  Stanley  objects  to  proposed 
Board—'Opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Holt — Doctrines  of  Religion — 
Treasury  Minute  of  ISS4— Returns  for  1834,  1835,  1836,  1837— 
LiOrd  Morpeth,  Lord  Ashley-^General  and  Special  Religion — Re* 
port  of  the  National  Society — Mr.  Hawes — Statistics  of  Crime — 
Mr,  iVyse — Ignorance  of  the  People — The  Impostor  Thorn  and  his 
Followers — Statistics  of  Education — Mr,  Colquhoun — Mr,  Charles 
Buller — Mr.  D* Israeli — Sir  George  Staunton — Mr,  Gibson — Sir 
Robert  Inglis-^Mr,  O  Council — Wesley  an  Methodists — Mr,  Glad- 
stone'■^  Number  of  Dissents — State  Conscience — Petition  of  the  Pro* 
testant  Dissenters — Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer'^Church  in  the 
Colonies — Sir  James  Graham — Lord  John  Russell — Reports  from 
Chaplains  of  Prisons^  Sir  Robert  Peel —Division  in  the  House 
of  Lommons-^Lord  Mafion— Mr.  Sheil — Majority  of  Two^^ Debate 
in  tJie  House  of  Lords — Archbishop  of  Canterbury — Statistics  of 
Schools — ResolutionS'-^Lord  Lansdowne — Bishop  of  Exeter — Bishop 
of  London — Mr.  Guerry — M,  Cousin^^Lord  Brougham -"^Duke  of 
WelUngton'^Divisiofi  in  the  House  of  Lords — National  Society — 
Lord  Brougham's  Propositions, 


SINCE  the  year  1833  the  sum 
of  20,000/.  had  been  annually 
granted  by  parliament  in  further** 
ance  of  the  great  work  of  national 
education  in  this  kingdom.  Up 
to  this  time  the  National  Society 
and  the  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society  had  without  distinction  of 
party  enjoyed  in  equitable  propor- 
tions the  benefit  of  this  grant, 
which  although  very  inadequate 
in  itself  to  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, had,  nevertheless,  by  the 
aid  and  encouragement  which  it 
afforded  to  private  charity  and  be- 


nevolence, been  attended  with  the 
happiest  consequences  to  the  poorer 
classes.  It  was,  moreover,  an  ac- 
knowledgement on  the  part  of  the 
house  of  commons  of  the  great 
duty  of  extending  the  blessings  of 
moral  and  religious  culture,  and  of 
making  a  suitable  public  pro- 
vision for  that  purpose.  There 
cannot,  therefore,  be  much  doubt 
but  that  any  proposition  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  increase 
and  facilitate  the  means  of  educa- 
tion on  the  principle  thus  recog« 
mzed,  would  have  met  with  the 
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general  concurrence  and  approba- 
tion of  all  parties  in  tbe  house  of 
commons.  The  government,  how- 
ever^ were  not  satisfied  with  merely 
proposing  an  increase  of  the  educa- 
tional grant,  but  they  required  at 
the  same  time  to  be  at  liberty  to 
change  entirely  the  mode  of  its  dis- 
tribution. In  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion very  long,  elaborate  and  inter- 
esting debates  took  place  on  this 
subject,  and  the  consideration  of 
the  comparatively  unimportant  de- 
tails of  the  ministerial  measure, 
was  made  the  pretext  for  discussing 
again  and  again  the  whole  question 
of  national  education.  The  inten- 
tions of  the  government  were  first 
made  known  to  the  house  on  the 
12th  of  February,  when  lord  John 
Russell,  in  presenting  certain  pa- 
pers connected  with  the  matter, 
gave  an  outline  of  his  own  views 
upon  it,  and  stated  the  determina- 
tion to  which  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues had  come  respecting  it. 
He  proposed  that  the  president  of 
the  council  and  other  privy  council- 
lors not  exceeding  five,  should  form 
a  board  to  consider  in  what  manner 
the  grants  made  by  parliament 
should  be  distributed.  He  also 
stated  that  the  first  object  in  his 
opinion,  of  such  a  board  should  be, 
the  establishment  of  a  good  normal 
school,  and  in  order  to  make  that 
as  perfect  as  possible,  attention 
should  be  mainly  directed  to  four 
objects:  1st.  Religious  instruction ; 
2ndly.  General  education ;  3dly. 
Moral  training;  4thly.  Habits  of 
industry  applied  in  learning  some 
trade  or  profession.  Beyond  this 
vague  and  general  outline  of  their 
proposition  no  further  explanation 
was  given  by  lord  John  Russell  or 
the  government  on  this  occasion. 
Such  as  it  was,  it  was  regarded 
with  various  feelings  by  the  House 
and  the  public.    Sir  Robert  Inglis 


confessed  the  noble  lord  had  pro- 
posed to  do  less  evil  than  he  ex- 
pected, while  on  the  other  hand 
Mr.  Wyse,  member  for  Waterford 
and  chairman  of  the  central  society 
of  education,  complained  that  his 
lordship  had  done  less  good  than 
might  have  been  hoped  for.  The 
way,  however,  in  which  this  step 
was  afterwards  followed  up  by  the 
government  will  best  appear  from 
a  minute  of  the  privy  council  of 
the  3rd  of  June—"  The  lords  of 
the  committee  recommend  by  their 
report,  that  the  sum  of  10,000/. 
granted  by  parliament  in  1835  to- 
wards the  erection  of  normal  or 
model  schools  be  given  in  equal 
proportions  to  the  national  society 
and  the  British  and  Foreign  school 
societv.      That  the  remainder  of 

w 

the  subsequent  grants  of  the  years 
1837  and  1838  yet  unappropriated, 
and  any  grant  that  may  be  voted 
in  the  present  year,  be  chiefly  ap- 
plied in  aid  of  subscriptions  for 
buildings,  and  in  particular  cases 
for  the  support  of  schools  connected 
with  these  societies ;  but  that  the 
rule  hitherto  adopted  of  making  a 
grant  to  those  places  where  the 
largest  proportion  is  subscribed,  be 
not  invariably  adhered  to,  should 
applications  be  made  from  very 
poor  and  populous  districts,  where 
subscriptions  to  a  sufficient  amount 
cannot  be  obtained. 

^*  The  committee  do  not  feel 
themselves  precluded  from  making 
grants  in  particular  cases,  which 
shall  appear  to  them  to  call  for  the 
aid  of  government,  although  the  ap« 
plication  may  not  come  from  either 
of  the  two  mentioned  societies. 

^'  The  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  most  useful  applications  of 
any  sums  voted  by  parliament 
would  consist  in  the  employment 
of  those  monies  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  normal  school  under  the 
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direction  of  the  state^  and  not 
placed  under  the  management  of  a 
voluntary  society.  The  committee, 
however,  experience  so  much  diffi- 
culty in  reconciling  conflicting 
views  respecting  the  provisions 
which  they  are  desirous  to  make  in 
furtherance  of  your  majesty's  wish 
that  the  children  and  teachers  in- 
structed in  this  school  should  be 
duly  trained  in  the  principles  of  the 
christian  religion,  while  the  rights 
of  conscience  should  be  respected, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
committee  to  mature  a  plan  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  design  with- 
out further  consideration,  and  they 
therefore  postpone  taking  any  steps 
for  this  purpose  until  greater  con. 
currence  of  opinion  is  found  to  pre- 
vaiL 

''The committee  recommend  that 
no  further  grant  be  made  now  or 
hereafter  for  the  establishment  or 
support  of  normal  schools,  or  of 
any  other  schools,  unless  the  right 
of  inspection  be  retained  in  order 
to  secure  a  conformity  to  the  regu- 
lations and  discipline  established 
in  the  sevend  schools  with  such 
improvements  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  suggested  by  the  committee. 
A  part  of  any  grant  voted  in  the 
present  year  may  be  usefully  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  of  inspection, 
and  to  the  means  of  acquiring  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  present 
state  of  education  in  England  and 
Wales." 

The  day  after  the  committee 
had  come  to  these  resolutions,  lord 
Ashley,  pursuant  to  a  notice 
he  had  given,  moved  a  call  of  the 
house  for  the  14th  of  June ;  and 
lord  John  Russell,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  took  the  opportunity  of 
warning  the  house  against  the  pe- 
titions which  had  in  great  numbers 
been  presented  against  the  minis- 
terial scheme.    According  to  the 


noble  lord,  great  error  and  mis* 
representation  prevailed  on  this 
subject  throughout  the  country. 
He  also  stated,  that  the  government 
were  prepared  to  give  way  on  this 
as  they  had  done  on  several  other 
measures,  and  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  persist  in  their  proposal 
to  found  a  normal  school.  After 
forestalling  the  general  discussion 
appointed  for  the  14th,  by  entering 
at  some  length  into  the  merits  of 
the  National  Society  and  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society,  the 
noble  lord  stated,  that  he  should  be 
ready,  at  the  proper  time,  to  go 
into  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  privy  council,  and  should 
also  propose  that  the  vote  of 
30,000/.,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  should  be  divided,  as  it  had 
hitherto  been,  between  the  two 
societies.  This  statement  was  foU 
lowed  by  some  general  remarks  of 
an  unimportant  description  from 
many  of  the  hon.  members  present* 
and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  matter  was  adjourned  until  the 
14th  instant,  when  lord  John 
Russell  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  house  going  into  a  com- 
mittee  of  supply.  Lord  Stanley 
immediately  rose  to  object  to  the 
proposition  for  giving  a  direct  con- 
trol over  the  moral  and  religious 
education  of  the  people  to  a  board 
or  committee  exclusively  political 
in  its  character,  having  no  fixed 
principle  of  action*  and  which,  from 
the  nature  of  its  constitution,  ex*- 
cluded  those  individuals  who  were 
the  best  entitled  to  superintend  the 
education  of  the  people.  If  it  had 
been  proposed  that  the  proceedings 
of  this  board  should  have  been 
limited  to  purely  executive  pur"^ 
poses,  and  if  the  plan  had  been 
merely  to  transfer  to  the  committee 
the  authority  formerly  vested  in  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  whidi  was  a 
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definite  auUiority,  exercised  for  the  to  be  entrusted  to  their  superin* 

purpose  of  distributing  the  grant  tendence. 

of  assistance  to  the  two  socle  ties.  In  giving  judgment  on  a  case, 
whose  plans  were  subject  to  definite  in  which  reference  had  been  made 
rules,  he  would  not  have  objected  to  the  ecclesiastical  tribunals  of  the 
to  the  transfer  of  that  authority  country,  chief  justice  Holt  laid 
from  the  treasury  to  a  committee  down  the  following  doctrine:— ^ 
of  the  privy  council ;  but  that  was  **  Without  doubt,  schoolmasters 
not  the  object  of  the  government  are,  in  a  great  measure,  intrusted 
scheme.  He  thought  it,  however,  with  the  instruction  of  youth  in 
highly  objectionable  that  funds  principles,  and  therefore  it  is  ne« 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  cessary  they  should  be  of  sound 
government  without  any  restric-  doctrine."  Lord  John  Russell  him* 
tions  regarding  its  distribution,  and  self,  continued  the  noble  lord,  had 
independent  of  the  control  of  par-  admitted  that  education  was  not  a 
liament,  and  which  might,  there*  thing  separate  from  religion,  and 
fore,  be  applied  to  the  support  of  that  it  was  necessary  in  the  scheme 
the  views  of  its  own  political  friends,  he  proposed  to  give  the  youth  who 
And,  if  there  was  danger  in  in-  were  to  be  educated  under  it 
trusting  funds  of  this  description  to  instruction  on  those  points  of  faith 
a  government  powerfully  supported  and  doctrine  essential  to  the  found* 
by  parliament  and  strong  in  the  ation  of  moral  and  religious  prin* 
confidence  of  the  country,  it  was  ciples.  It  was  impossible,  lord 
doubly  dangerous  to  intrust  them  Stanley  said,  not  to  ask  the  house 
without  restraint  to  one  powerless  and  the  country  to  consider  this 
in  itself,  and  so  weak  and  feeble  as  question  in  connexion  with  points 
absolutely  to  be  struggling  for  its  of  faith  and  doctrine.  For  instance, 
political  existence.  the  great  scheme  of  redemptioUf 
I^rd  Stanley  said,  he  could  the  doctrine  ofjustifiration  by  faith, 
easily  understand  the  views  of  those  the  efficacy  of  infant  baptism,  the 
gentlemen  who  limited  the  term  solemn  mystery  of  the  holy  eucha* 
'^education,"  and  applied  it  solely  rist.  All  of  these  they  must  con- 
to  temporal  instruction  apart  from  sent  to  cede,  as  matters  not  to  be 
spiritual  knowledge,  and  he  per-  treated  of  in  public  education^  if 
fectly  concurred  in  their  view,  that  they  insisted  on  adopting  the  go. 
with  such  a  system  of  education,  vemment  scheme  of  instruction ; 
the  clergy  had  nothing  to  do,  and  for,  according  to  that  plan,  Baptists, 
that  it  would  be  most  fitly  intrusted  Unitarians,  Socinians,  Quakers, 
to  a  body  of  laymen.  But  that  and  Roman  Catholics,  who  all 
was  not  the  view  in  which  edu-  differed  on  these  points,  were  to  be 
cation  was  regarded  by  the  people  educated  together. 
of  this  country.  They  viewed  it  In  the  year  1834,  the  treasury 
in  the  light  in  which  history  had  minute  presented  to  parliament  on 
always  regarded  it,  as  part  and  the  7th  of  March,  stated,  "  There 
parcel  of  the  constitution  and  laws  exists  throughout  Great  Britain  the 
of  the  land,  and  not  as  a  thing  apart  utmost  anxiety  that  the  funds  pro- 
from  religion  or  the  church,  but  vided  by  parliament  for  the  purpose 
rather  as  the  peculiar  province  of  of  education  should  be  made  gene- 
the  clergy,  and  as  a  spiritual  matter  rally  useful ;  and  that  private  cha« 
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rity  and  liberality^  so  far  from  being 
checked,  have  been  greatly  stimu- 
lated and  encouraged  by  reason  of 
the  public  assistance  afforded  to  the 
principle  laid  down  in  their  minute 
of  the  30th  of  August,  1 833.  The 
application  now  before  my  lords, 
and  recommended  to  their  favour- 
able consideration,  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  31,016/.9  whereas  the  sum 
at  their  disposal  does  not  exceed 
11,719/.  Applications  had  been 
received  from  236  new  schools, 
calculated  for  55,168  scholars,  and 
local  and  charitable  funds  were 
tendered  to  the  amount  of  66,492//' 
Was  there,  then,  continued  lord 
Stanley,  any  indication  in  1834 
that  the  plan  laid  down  by  lord 
Althorp  had  failed?  Was  any 
question  or  complaint  raised,  that 
the  funds  voted  by  parliament 
towards  increasing  the  amount  of 
education  throughout  the  country 
had  been  unduly  applied,  or  that 
those  funds  had  passed  unduly  into 
the  hand  of  one  portion  of  the 
community  at  the  expense  of  the 
other?  He  believed,  in  the  first 
year,  the  distribution  of  the  20,000/. 
voted  had  been  made  in  an  equitable 
ratio  between  the  National  School 
Society  and  the  British  and  Foreign 
School  Society,  and  upon  the  fair 
principle  on  which  the  scheme  was 
lounded,  namely,  that  the  members 
of  each  should  bring  forward  the 
required  amount  of  local  contri- 
butions. That  state  of  things  did 
not  cease  with  the  year  1834. 
Lord  Stanley  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  returns  for  the  years  1834, 
1835,  1836,  and  1837.  From 
these  returns,  it  appeared  that,  in 
the  year  1834,  there  was  a  grant 
of  20,484/.,  in  aid  of  48,11H. 
local  contributions;  in  1835,  a 
grant  of  1 9,368/.  in  aid  of  59,619/.; 
in  1836,  a  grant  of  21,669/.  in  aid 
jof  71,731/.  (the  proportions  all  this 


time  of  the  local  contributicfns  be* 
coming  larger,  for,  on  this  subject, 
the  most  stringent  rules  were  laid 
down  by  the  treasury,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  funds  at  their  dis- 
posal  being  so  limited);  and  in 
1837,  a  grant  of  17,277/.  was  given 
in  aid  of  54,486/.  In  the  four 
years  to  which  he  had  referred, 
this  was  the  result  of  the  contri. 
bution  of  78,798/.  made  by  parlia- 
ment ;  it  had  produced  from  the 
private  funds  of  individuals  a  sum 
of  165,149/.  towards  the  building 
and  erection  of  schools;  it  had 
produced,  from  the  same  sources, 
233,947/.  for  the  permanent  and 
continued  education  of  153,600 
more  scholars  than  were  previously 
in  a  course  of  education  in  England; 
and  it  had  not  only  brought  forth 
other  great  exertions  for  the  build- 
ing of  schools,  but  tke  expense  of 
the  whole  153,600  children  and 
the  continued  support  of  the  schools 
were  charged,  not  on  the  public 
funds,  but  on  the  private  munifi- 
cence of  individuals.  Now,  he 
asked  the  noble  lord  and  the  bouse, 
with  regard  to  the  extent  of  edu- 
cation, the  amount  of  local  inter- 
est excited,  and  of  private  benefi- 
cence displayed,  what  grounds 
existed  for  finding  fault  with  and 
abandoning  the  system  of  the  3rear 
1834,  which  had  worked  prosper- 
ously up  to  that  time?  With 
respect  to  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  instruction,  he  was  read^ 
to  maintain  that  nobody  bad  put 
themselves  so  prominently  fnrward 
in  endeavouring  to  raise  the  quali- 
fications of  masters,  or  had  been  so 
anxious  for  the  foundation  of  nor- 
mal schools  for  training  teachers, 
as  had  the  members  of  the  estab- 
lished churches  of  fineland  and 
Scotland.  He  would  also  prove, 
if  there  had  been  delay  in  the 
foundation  of  normal   or   model 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[145 


schools  in  either  country,  the  blame 
rested  not  with  those  societies  which 
had  been  entrusted  by  parliament 
with  public  funds^  but  with  the 
government  themselves,  who  had 
delayed  the  assistance  which  those 
societies  required.  The  first  grant 
taken  for  normal  or  model  schools 
was  in  1835  ;  it  was  voted  without 
observation  at  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  but,  having  been  taken,  it 
had  not  been  questioned  from  that 
time  down  to  the  present  i  and  it 
was  with  great  surprise,  that,  look- 
ing from  the  year  1835  downwards, 
he  could  find  no  trace  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  sum  of 
10,000/.,  with  which  the  govern- 
ment had  been  intrusted  in  1835 
for  that  purpose,  had  been  applied. 
He  had  accordingly  called  for  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  on  this  subject,  from  which 
It  appeared,  that  no  part  of  the 
10,000/.  voted  in  1835  had  been 
yet  expended,  and  that  the  delay 
had  arisen  with  the  government 
alone,  and  the  fault,  if  any,  rested 
entirely  with  them.  He  would 
not  now  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  government  scheme,  which  had 
been  condemned  by  every  religious 
body  as  utterly  unsatisfactory  for 
the  inculcation  of  religious  prin- 
ciples. Indeed  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  any  class  of  religion- 
ists to  assent  to  the  principles  of 
instruction  being  conveyed  through 
a  number  of  teachers,  without 
reference  to  their  religious  creed, 
and  carried  on  under  the  general 
direction  of  a  committee  of  the 
privy  council. 

Lord  Stanley  concluded  by  mov- 
ing an  amendment  to  this  effect, 
''  That  an  address  be  presented  to 
her  majesty  to  rescind  the  order  in 
council  for  constituting  the  pro- 
posed board  of  privy  council." 

Lord  Morpeth ,  who  rose  to  defend 

Vol.  LXXXL 


the  government  proposition,  and 
reply  to  the  powerful  speech  of 
lord   Stanley,  said,   he   conceived 
that  the  speech  of  that  noble  lord 
went  to  this  extent-*— to  separate, 
by  a  specific  vote  of  the  house,  the 
executive  government  of  the  coun- 
try from  all  superintendence  and 
control  over  the  general  education 
of  the  people.     So  far  was  he  from 
agreeing  with  the  noble  lord  in 
such  a  design,  that  it  was  his  wish 
that  the  control  exercised  by  the 
government  should  be  even  greater 
than  it  could  be  under  any  circum- 
stances that  might  result  from  the 
vote  which  was  that  night  to  be 
submitted   to   the  house.     There 
were,  however,  many  reasons,  suffi- 
ciently strong  in  their   practical 
effect,  if  not  in  abstract  theory,  for 
not  pressing  the  interference  of 
government  any  further  than  was 
at   present  proposed.     The  noble 
lord  had  laid  great  stress  on  the 
board     being    irresponsible     and 
wholly  unautborized  by  parliament. 
Now  he  thought,  if  any  board  could 
be  considered   responsible  to   the 
country, one  composed  of  removable 
ministers  was  eminently  so,  and  in 
a  much  greater  degree  than  any 
permanent  body  could  possibly  be, 
certainly   far  more   so   than  that 
which  originated  with  the  noble 
lord  himself  for  controlling  edu- 
cation in  the  sister  country  of  Ire- 
land.    With  his  feelings  on  the 
subject  of  national  education,  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  board,  which 
should  command  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  country.     But  he 
asked  what  means  and  materials 
were  to  be  employed  in  the  con- 
struction  of  such   a  board?     He 
believed  the  noble  lord  himself  had 
tried  to  bring  together  the  National 
Society  and  the  British  and  Foreign 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
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mich  h  body ;  but  a  difficulty  had  what  the  instruction  was  to  be. 

presented  itself  in  the  outset ;  the  They  were  also  to  say  what  form 

national  society  insisted  upon  the  of  belief  was  to  be  propagated  and 

church  catechism  being  made  an  what  was  to  be  common  to  all,  and 

essential  part  of  the  course  of  in-  what  was  to  be  considered  special 

struction^  while   the  British  and  to  the  few.     They  were  also  to 

Foreign  society  could  not  be  pre-  enact  rules  by  which  they  were  to 

vailed  upon  to  sanction  any  system  afford  assistance.     Tbese^  said  lord 

of  education  in  which  the  church  Ashley,  were  enormous  powers  to 

catechism  formed  an  indispensable  confer  upon  any  body  of  men,  and 

article.  a    most    dangerous   precedent    to 

He  had  no  high  opinion  of  many  establish  for  future  goremments. 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Ca^  They  were  only  called  upon  to 
tholics  ;  he  had  his  own  notions  vote  30,000/.  this  y^n* ;  but  there 
respecting  Unitarian  tenets,  and  he  was  no  obstacle  to  their  being 
thought  that  the  state  of  opinion  called  upon  next  year  for  liOOO^OOOr 
prevailing  in  this  country  being  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  acouiring 
Protestant  and  Trinitarian,  those  a  dominion  over  the  whole  minds  (S* 
who  held  such  opinions  were  en-  the  country.  It  was  his  firm  be- 
titled  to  have  the  greatest  propor.  lief  that  this  plan  of  national  edti. 
tion  of  public  grants  applied  to  caticm  was  bo«tile  to  vaveaM  fdi- 
their  benefit ;  but,  nevertheless,  as  gion  itself  Me  did  not  char||e  the 
long  as  the  state  thought  proper  to  members  ci  the  privy  ooundu  with 
employ  Roman  Catholic  nnews,  and  the  unlawful  intention ;  btlt  speak- 
to  finger  Unitarian  gold,  it  could  not  ingof  the  plan  as  it  came  before 
refuse  to  extend  to  those  by  whom  him>  such  was  his  conviction ;  and 
it  so  profitted,  the  blessings  of  it  was  also  that  of  nine-tenths  of 
education.  men  of  all  ranks  and  sects  with 

Lcri  Ashley  said,  he  believed  the  whom  he  had  conversed.  He  b^ged 
scheme  propounded  to  the  house  to  ask  the  meaning  of  dividing  re- 
to  be  hostile  to  the  constitution,  to  ligion  into  general  and  special  ? 
the  church,  and  to  revealed  religion  Such  a  disjunction  of  the  most  sft- 
itself,  although  he  did  not  mean  to  cred  truths  never  before  had  stood 
assert  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  as  the  fronti^iece  of  a  national 
A  measure  might  not  be  unconsti*  system  of  education*  On  what  was 
tutional  and  yet  be  very  averse  to  the  distinction  founded  between 
the  constitution  under  which  we  general  and  special  religion,  What 
lived  by  giving  an  exaggerated  and  authority  had  they  for  it,  and 
undue  stretch  of  prerogation,  in  where  did  they  find  it^  In  the 
which  light  he  regarded  this  com-*  primitive  fathers,  ifl  the  f  unders 
mittee  of  privy  council.  The  pre-  of  the  reformed  church,  or  in  the 
amble  of  the  document  before  the  Bible  itself?  Such  a  distinction 
house  was  by  no  means  in  keeping  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  writer 
with  the  rest  of  it.  That  committee  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  no- 
was  not  only  to  distribute  the  where  in  the  hdy  scriptttres^  nOr 
funds  committed  to  its  charge,  but  did  he  believe  it  existed  m  thtt  na- 
to  invent  and  enforce  a  new  scheme  ture  of  things.  The  discotrety  Wm 
of  education.  They  were  to  de-  reserved  for  the  erode,  and^  lie 
termine  not  only  in  what  form  the  must  say,  presumptuoui  Mttakgles 
people  were  to  be  instructed^  but  of  the  cowmittee  of  the  jNirf  eoun- 
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eil.  It  was  said  tbat  religion  was  phecy  referred  was  in  fact  no  better 
to  be'  combined  witb  the  whole  than  a  mere  man.  But  the  Jewish 
nraitter  of  instruction)  but  he  knew  child  was  taught  to  believe  that 
aot  whether  the  general  or  special  the  whole  thing  from  first  to  last 
rrHghm  was  to  be  so  combined,  or  was  an  absolute  impositton.  It  was 
whtithMr  tbay  mestnt,  when  they  impossible  these  children  could 
vmi  the  ItttB  religion^  a  part^  or  think  any  belief  established  or  cer^ 
the  wliele  of  Mligion.  They  had  tain.  The  result  would  be  univer- 
no  right  to  witblKild  any  part  of  v  sal  scepticism,  or  a  universal  belief 
the  word  of  revelAtiofk  By  this  that  there  was  nothing  necessary 
division  of  general  and  special  tkey  and  nothing  certain. 
ttiighC  include  erery,  or  exclude  There  were  a  great  many  objec- 
maj  religion ;  they  might  include  tions  to  the  reading  of  the  Roman 
tkMi  deist  who  takes  the  religion  of  Catholic  version  of  the  Bible,  which 
natilte.  They  might  exclude  every  he  deemed  it  Unnecessary  to  men-* 
form  of  faith  by  rejecting  their  tion  on  the  present  occasion ;  but 
ipeslalities.  They  separated  doc.  the  very  circumstance  of  having 
tfffte  from  precepti  and  destroyed  conflicting  versions  of  the  Bible  in 
At  sanctions  of  the  precept  by  the  schools,  as  for  instance  the 
anppnssing  the  doctrine.  Lord  Unitarian  version,  where  parts 
Ashley  woo|d  also  enquire  whether,  were  struck  out  as  apocryphal  which 
if  tiecHy^renwere  to  be  taught  this  we  deemed  authentic,  and  the  Ro-* 
gtneral  religion  together  and  in  man  Catholic  where  parts  were  in- 
epen  sdiool^  aad  then  taken  asun"  troduced  as  authentic  which  we 
dev  fer  special  instruction  in  the  deemed  apocryphal,  must,  of  ne- 
ttfitels '  of  eaeh>  the  effect  upon  oessity^  lead  to  the  most  injurious 
them  in  such  cases  could  be  bene-  consequences. 
ficial.  The  church  of  Eiigland  was 
He  would  imagine  three  chil-  charged  with  bigotry,  exclusive- 
dren  sitting  side  by  side,  one  a  ness  and  monopoly,  because  she 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  resisted  the  scheme  proposed  by 
another  a  child  of  Socinian  parents,  ministers.  Why  was  she  to  be 
the  third  a  child  bom  of  Jewish  charged  with  bigotry  when,  if  she 
parents^  let  those  three  children  accepted  that  scheme  she  must  sur- 
rcad  together  in  school  during  the  render  her  own  principles  ?  Why 
time  of  general  instruction  some  was  she  to  be  charged  with  mono* 
particular  portions  of  the  Bible,  poly  when  she  had  asked  for  no 
suppose  the  53d  chapter  of  Isaiah^  grant  whatever  for  herself.^  Why 
and  after  wards  be  taken  a  way  for  the  was  she  to  be  charged  with  exclu- 
purpose  of  special  instruction  bytheir  siveness  when  she  had  not  pro- 
own  ministers,  what  would  be  the  tested  against  the  distribution  of 
effect  on  the  minds  of  those  three  the  20,000/.  annually  for  the  pur- 
children  }  The  child  of  the  church  poses  of  education  ?  That  sum  was 
of  England  would  learn  the  great  not  given  to  her  friends  exclusively, 
necessary  and  saving  truths  in  which  she  had  assented  that  other  sects 
nine-tenthsof  the  community  agree,  should  receive  some  of  the  contri- 
The  Socinian  child  would  be  taught  butions  of  the  stale,  and  in  so 
that  what  the  church  of  England  doing  she  had  abated  her  other 
child  believed  was  gross  error,  and  principles.  But  was  she  herself 
that  the  person  to  whom  the  pro-  averse  to  the  promotion  of  educa- 

CL2: 
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tion  ?  Quite  the  reverse,  as  the  last 
report  of  the  National  Society  of 
London  proved  most  satisfactorily. 
In  that  report  would  be  found  the 
following  statement :— - 

'*  The  society  has  from  the  grants 
of  its  own  funds  to  the  amount  of 
120,659/.  directly  aided  in  the 
erection  of  schools  in  1,553  places 
to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  schools 
each  in  most  of  the  parishes  so  as- 
sisted, and  trained  at  its  central 
school  in  London  2,695  teachers ; 
the  number  of  the  schools  actually 
united  to  the  society  is  at  this  time 
6,778,  which  contain  597,911  chil- 
dren; whilst  the  total  number 
supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  be- 
nevolent individuals  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  poor  in  the  same 
principles,  amounts,  (as  ascertained 
by  the  last  inquiry  made  by  the  Na- 
tional Society  in  1837)  to  schools 
17,341 ;  scholars  1,003,087." 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  sums  granted  by  the  National 
Society  from  its  own  funds  were 
exclusive  of  the  government  grants, 
so  that  the  whole  amount  of  grants 
which  have  been  distributed  through 
the  National  Society  for  building 
school  houses  alone  in  twenty-eight 
years  since  its  establishment 
amounts   to  190,781/. 

Mr.  Hawes  then  rose  and  said, 
he  rejoiced  that  this  great  question 
had  come  to  this  issue,  for  the 
vital  principle  of  religious  liberty 
was  at  stake,  and  now  it  was  that 
all  throughout   the   country   who 


were  determined  to  abide  by  it 
should  give  a  hearty  and  steady 
support  to  the  proposition  of  go- 
vernment. That  great  principle 
had  been  recognized  by  the  tolera- 
tion act ;  it  had  more  recently  been 
enforced  in  the  repeal  of  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts,  and  still 
more  recently  by  the  passing  of 
the  Catholic  Relief  Bill. 

Fortunately  they  had  now  come 
to  a  period  when  the  crown  and 
the  people  were  on  the  side  of  the 
principle  that  the  rights  iif -consci- 
ence should  be  respected^  and  he 
did  not  fear  the  result  if  they  only 
gave  time  for  further  discussion. 
He  found  upon  all  sides  education 
regarded  as  a  subject  of  the  first 
importance.  To  him,  then,  it  was 
rather  melancholy  to  look  at  the 
tables  of  crime  in  this  country  and 
to  find  little  advatice  made  in 
education,  and  scarce  any  diminu- 
tion of  offences.  When  he  turned 
to  the  criminal  returns  made  to  the 
home  office,  he  found  there  was 
but  little  difference  in  the  degrees 
of  instruction  of  persons  proceeded 
against  last  year,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  years,  and  in  point 
of  fact,  when  they  came  to  an  ana- 
lysis, it  appeared  that  the  number 
of  persons  convicted  for  crimes  who 
were  so  imperfectly  instructed,  that 
they  might  fairly  be  called  igno- 
rant, formed  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  number  of  criminals.  In 
the  amount  of  criminals  the  fol- 
lowing were  the 


Centesimal  proportions  of  persons  of  the  different  degrees  of 

Instruction. 

Unable  to  read  and  write 
Able  to  read  and  write  imperfectly  . 
Able  to  read  and  write  well    . 
Instruction  superior  to  reading  and 
writing  well   .... 
Instruction  could  not  be  ascertained 


1838. 

1837. 

isse. 

34-40 

35-85 

33-52 

53-41 

5208 

52  33 

9-77 

9-46 

10-66 

0-34 

0-43 

0-91 

208 

218 

969 
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Centesimal  proportion  of  persons  of  different  ages. 


1838. 

1837. 

1836, 

Aged  12 

years 

and  under  . 

1-58 

1-52 

1-84 

16 

years 

and  above  12 

9-92 

9-72 

9-71 

22 

t€ 

16       . 

29-13 

29-23 

2903 

30 

t( 

21       . 

31-24 

3174 

31-42 

40 

t( 

30      . 

1475 

14-56 

14-43 

50 

tc 

40      . 

7-02 

6-65 

6-76 

60 

i< 

50       . 

300 

3-24 

3-33 

Above  60  vears 

1-58 

155 

1-40 

Unknown 

• 

•         •        • 

1-78 

1-79 

208 

The  noble  lord  (Ashley)  said, 
that  rather  than  the  state  should 
not  teach  the  truth,  it  should  teach 
nothing  at  all.  He  should  like  to 
know  by  what  high  authority  the 
noble  lord  was  to  ascertain  the 
truth.  He  should  like  to  know 
how  it  became  any  member  of  a 
protestant  church  to  say,  "  I  alone 
am  in  possession  of  the  truth ;"  he 
could  quite  understand  such  lan- 
guage proceeding  from  the  pope, 
but  not  from  an  English  protestant, 
whose  faith  was  founded  on  the 
Bible  and  connected  with  the  right 
of  private  judgement. 

Lord  Francis  Egerton  said  he 
certainly  perceived  a  very  important 
difference  between  the  plan  con- 
tained in  the  vague  minute  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  a 
power  in  the  treasury  to  supply  a 
portion  of  the  public  funds  to  two 
societies,  whose  rules,  principles, 
and  modes  of  action  were  under- 
stood and  printed,  and  published  to 
the  country.  He  interfered  in  this 
discussion  with  reluctance,  but  had 
felt  it  necessary  to  address  the 
house,  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  had  upwards  of  fifty  peti- 
tions against  the  scheme  intrusted 
to  him,  the  bulk  of  which  were 
from  Wesleyan  methodists.  Now 
with  reference  to  this  and  other 
proofs  of  the  unanimity  of  that 
great  body,  be  must  say,  he  was 


almost  inclined  to  attribute  more 
weight  and  authority  on  the  ques- 
tion to  this  expression  of  opinion, 
than  even  to  that  of  the  members 
of  the  establishment  to  which  he 
had  the  happiness  to  belong. 

After  a  few  observations  from 
Mr.  Slaney,  in  support  of  the 
ministerial  grant,  and  from  sir 
Walter  James  in  opposition  to  it, 
the  house  adjourned  to  the  19th  of 
June,  when  the  debate  was  re- 
sumed by  Mr.  Wyse,  the  mem- 
ber for  Waterford,  and  chairman 
of  the  central  society  of  education, 
who  said  he  had  himself  in  1831 
proposed  a  plan  of  education  for 
Ireland,  and  on  his  doing  so,  lord 
Stanley  had  opposed  the  proposi- 
tion. It  was  commonly  boasted, 
that  this  was  the  first  country  in 
Europe  in  point  of  civilization, 
but  he  (Mr.  Wyse)  was  astonished 
to  see  how  little  had  been  done 
for  the  diffusion  of  general  educa- 
tion. The  defective  state  of  Eng- 
land in  this  respect,  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  evils — felt 
not  only  in  our  moral  and  social 
relations,  but  also  in  our  physical 
condition — in  matters  of  every  day 
life  in  the  elements  of  science  and 
in  the  pursuits  of  industry.  For 
instance,  it  was  stated  in  the  most 
able  agricultural  reports,  that  by  the 
injudicious  use  of  lime  many  thou- 
sand acres  in  many  parts  of  the 
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kingdom  have  be«n  reduced  to  a 
state  of  almost  total  infertility. 
Again,  with  respect  to  manure, 
Mr.  Malcolm  complains,  that  in  no 
instance  has  he  been  able  to  find 
anything  like  system  in  the  me- 
chanical arrangement  of  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  farm-yard  mixings, 
which  he  generally  found  put  toge- 
ther, without  any  regard  to  rule. 
A  great  ignorance  of  the  principles 
of  mechanics  was  also  constantly 
manifested  3  and  with  regard  to 
planting,  Mr.  Falkner  says,— 
*'  Thousands  of  acres  of  woods  and 
plantations  were  utterly  ruined 
from  the  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
process  of  vegetation."  The  de« 
iiciency  of  knowledge  that  pre- 
vailed ill  the  application  of  the 
elements  of  art  to  manufactures 
was  strikingly  obvious,  when  our 
productions  in  several  branches 
were  contrasted  with  those  of  the 
schools  of  Lyons  and  Berlin.  This 
was  peculiarly  obvious  in  the  print- 
ing of  cottons  ',  and  the  late  sir 
Robert  Peel  attributed  many  of 
our  great  manufacturing  losses  to 
the  inferiority  of  our  workmen's 
taste  to  those  of  the  continent. 
The  ignorance  of  our  population 
was  not  less  strikuig  as  regarded 
the  social  condition  of  the  lower 
classes.  This  was  peculiarly  ob- 
vious in  their  places  of  residence  in 
the  districts  of  Manchester  and  its 
neighbourhood.  He  found  from  a 
report  laid  before  the  British  As« 
sociation  of  Science,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  Man- 
chester that  lived  in  the  cellars 
was  11|  per  cent.;  of  Salford,  8 
per  cent. ;  of  Bury,  3|  per  cent ; 
of  Ashton,  1}  per  cent. ;  of  Staley- 
bridge,  14  per  cent. ;  of  Dunker- 
field,  H  per  cent. ;  and  of  Liver- 
pool,  15  per  cent  Taking  the 
whole  working  population  of  that 
large  towoi  20  per  cent,  lived  10 


cellars,  or  in  round  numbers 
31,000  persons  so  resided,  out  of  a 
population  of  230,000.  Again, 
the  evils  of  the  want  of  education 
was  manifested  by  the  moral  and 
religious  condition  of  the  people. 
It  was  stated  at  a  late  meeting  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  School  So- 
ciety, at  Cheltenham,  by  Mr.  St. 
Clair,  a  deputy-lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  *'  That  two- 
thirds  of  the  youth  in  Gloucester 
gaol  were  the  most  ignorant  of 
society — nine  out  of  every  ten 
could  not  read  a  single  word."  He 
referred  to  the  state  of  those  parishes 
in  which  the  ignorant  impostor 
Thorn  had  obtained  so  many  fol- 
lowers— namely,  Herne-hill,  Duuf 
kirk,  and  Bou^hton,  whose  in-* 
habitants  were  induced  to  believe 
that  Thom  was  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  disobedience  to  his  mandates 
would  entail  on  them  eternal  dam- 
nation. This  was  in  the  midst  of 
a  beautiful  country,  in  which  there 
was  no  hostility  to  the  poor  laws-^ 
where  the  wages  were  good  and 
the  poor  rates  comparatively  low. 
*'  At  Herne-hill  there  were  fifty- 
one  families,  in  which  there  were 
forty -five  alix)ve  the  age  of  four- 
teen i  of  them  eleven  could  read 
and  write,  twenty-one  could  do  so 
imperfectly,  and  the  remainder  not 
at  all.  In  Dunkirk  there  were 
113  children,  ten  could  read  and 
write,  thirteen  could  do  so  a  little, 
and  the  remainder  not  at  all.  In 
Boughton  there  were  119  children 
under  the  age  of  fourteen,  thirty- 
two  attended  school.  There  was  a 
similar  defect  of  education  through- 
out the  country.  In  Manchester, 
in  1834  and  1835,  there  were  932 
schools  and  56,189  scholars^  being 
twenty-two  per  cent  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  of  these  29j529  received 
only  Sunday  tuition.    In  Liver- 

pool|  in  the  same  year,  tbwe  wer« 
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766  schoolfl,  ia  which  were  33,183 
scholarSj  being  fourteen  per  cent* 
of  the  population*  and  of  these 
3,719  received  only  Sunday  tuition. 
In  Salford  there  were  211  schools 
and  12,833  scholars,  being  twenty* 
three  43-100  per  cent,  of  the  po- 
pulation, and  of  these  6,344  re. 
ceived  only  Sunday-school  tuition. 
In  York  there  were  150  schools 
and  5,591  scholars,  making  nine- 
teen 97'100  per  cent,  of  the  popu* 
lation,  pf  these  842  received  only 
Sunday*  school  instruction.  In 
Bury  there  were  seventy-nine 
schools  and  5,727  scholars,  making 
twenty-eight  63*100  per  cent,  pf 
the  population;  o€  these  3,102  at- 
tended Sunday-schools  only.  At 
Newcastle,  forty-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  oi  the  youthful  popular 
tion,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  received  no  instruction 
whatever.  At  Gateshead,  12|  of 
the  juvenile  population  attended 
schools.  In  seventeen  of  the  chief 
towns  of  this  country,  the  average 
of  those  who'  received  daily  in- 
struction was  only  one  in  twelve* 
In  Manchester,  the  proportion  was 
only  one  in  thirty-five.  The  result 
was,  there  were  3,000,000  children 
in  England  to  be  supplied  with 
instruction,  half  of  whom  were  in 
a  state  of  complete  ignorance.  The 
population  of  children  under  fifteen 
was  about  4,000,000,  deducting 
those  under  two  years  (about 
500,000),  there  were  3,500,000 
to  attend  school,  and  from  this 
500,000  should  be  deducted  as  re- 
ceiving private  instruction.  Tak- 
ing the  returns  in  other  countries, 
it  appeared  that  in  eleven  out  c^ 
the  United  States  the  proportimi 
of  educated  persons  was  one  out  of 
five ;  in  seven  other  states,  one 
out  of  six;  in  three  others,  one 
out  of  seven ;  in  others,  one  out  of 
ten ;  while  in  England  And  Scot* 


land,  the  proportion  was  one  out 
of  eleven ;  in  Ix)mbardy,  one  in 
twelve ;  in  France,  one  in  thirteen. 
Mr.  Charles  BuUer  maintained, 
in  the  first  place,  that  consigning 
the  business  of  education  to  the 
established  church  was  only  an  un- 
candid  way  of  throwing  it  aside 
altogether,  as  the  church,  not  being 
possessed  of  the  machinery  for  dis- 
pensing education,  it  would  be  left 
to  the  voluntary  association  of  its 
members.  What  part  of  the  funds 
of  the  church,  he  would  ask,  were 
allocated  to  education  ?  what  por- 
tion of  the  hierarchy  particularly 
devoted  themselves  to  that  object } 
and  what  portion  of  church  patron* 
age  was  given  to  those  who  did  so  ? 
Even  those  funds  and  dignities, 
which  at  the  time  of  the  reforma- 
tion were  set  apart  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people,  had  been  per- 
verted from  their  original  purpose 
aud  turned  into  mere  sinecures. 
The  system  of  leaving  education  in 
the  hands  of  the  established  church 
had  had  a  long  trial,  and  its  effects 
were  visible  in  the  perverted  sys« 
tern  carried  on  in  Sunday  and 
charity  schools,  in  those  wide  and 
populous  districts  left  totally  desti- 
tute of  education.  What  were  the 
merits  of  that  instruction  in  reli- 
gion and  morality  which  had 
afflicted  our  country  with  more 
thieves  and  prostitutes  than  any 
other  in  die  world.  It  would  be 
time  enough  to  entrust  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people  to  the  clergy  of 
the  establi^ed  church  when  they 
showed  some  earnest  of  its  zeal  in 
the  cause,  by  restoring  to  their 
original  destination  the  funds  which 
had  formerly  been  devoted  to  the 
purpose  of  education,  and  when 
some  portion  of  its  honours  were 
conferred  upon  those  who  humbly 
devoted  themselves  to  the  task  of 
instructing  the  peoplot    Mr.  Bul*« 
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ler  more  particularly  objected  to 
such  a  plan  because  liberty  of  con- 
science having  been  more  fully 
vindicated  in  this  country  than  in 
any  other,  it  was  consequently 
more  divided  into  sects.  If  an 
offer  of  education  was  made  through 
the  agency  of  the  established 
church  alone^  the  dissenters  would 
refuse  to  accept  it — this  might  ap- 
pear bigotry  on  their  part,  but 
such  was  the  feeling  throughout 
the  country,  and  ministers  ought 
not  to  overlook  it  in  establishing  a 
system  of  education ;  and  the  effect 
would  be,  that  all  those  would  be 
debarred  from  every  kind  of  educa- 
tion who  refused  to  accept  it  on 
condition  of  being  connected  with 
the  established  church.  It  was 
amongst  these  that  the  care  of  edu« 
cation  was  most  required,  not  only 
for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  that  of 
all  classes  of  the  community.  He 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  lo  this  view  of  the  question, 
which  they  could  not  rightly  ap- 
preciate  as  long  as  they  regarded 
education  as  the  mere  privilege  of 
the  individual,  as  a  boon  conferred 
by  charity,  and  dealt  out  by  a 
bountiful  or  niggard  hand  as  a  pre- 
mium on  conformity  to  the  esta- 
blished church.  Education,  besides 
being  the  highest  and  most  valua- 
ble of  a  freeman's  blessings,  was 
also  the  first  precaution  of  a  wise 
government  3  it  was  a  precaution 
above  all  others  to  be  taken  by  the 
possessors  of  property  with  respect 
to  the  mass  of  the  people  in  a 
country  in  which  the  singularly 
artificial  state  of  society,  and  the 
great  inequality  of  social  conditions, 
exposed  us  to  such  constant  perils 
from  the  discontent  and  ignorance 
of  the  uninstructed  poor. 

Mr.  D'Israeli,  resuming  the  de- 
bate the  following  evening,  depre- 
pated  the  adoption  of  tl}e  govern. 


ment  plan,  and  insisted  that  by 
their  system  of  centralization  all 
would  be  thrown  into  the  same 
mint,  all  would  come  out  with 
the  same  impress  and  superscrip- 
tion. This  was  not  the  same  sort 
of  education  which  had  been  so 
nobly  advocated  and  supported  by 
our  forefathers.  Who,  he  would 
ask,  had  built  schools  and  endowed 
colleges  ?  By  whom  likewise  had 
their  universities  been  built?  They 
had  not  sprung  from  a  system  of 
central  organization.  No,  other 
principles  had  actuated  the  men  of 
former  times,  and  he  would  call 
upon  them  to  look  abroad  on  Eng- 
land and  witness  the  result. 

Sir  George  Staunton,  who  usu- 
ally supported  the  ministers,  said, 
he  gave  her  majesty's  government 
every  credit  for  coming  forward 
with  a  plan  of  national  education, 
but  still  the  plan  proposed  differed 
in  a  great  extent  from  the  mode 
of  education  now  pursued  by  the 
established  church.  It  placed  the 
superintendency  in  a  lay  and  poli. 
tical  board,  upon  which  no  member 
of  the  church  was  to  sit,  and  he 
did  not  think  conformists  and  non- 
conformists could  be  safely  educated 
together.  Approving  generally,  as 
he  did,  of  the  policy  of  her  majesty's 
government,  and  being  ready  on 
political  questions  to  surrender  his 
private  feelings,  yet,  on  a  question 
of  religion,  he  could  not  consent 
to  any  compromise;  and,  there- 
fore, would  be  obliged  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gibson  on  the  other  hand, 
who  had  been  returned  to  parlia- 
ment as  a  conservative,  but  on 
this,  as  on  several  other  occasions^ 
voted  with  the  government,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  schoolmaster  should 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  secu- 
lar education  of  the  children,  be 
quite  independQpt  of  aU  church  ia« 
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fluence,  even  though  the  children 
should  be  those  of  churchmen.  In 
these  days  when  so  many  sects  were 
springing  up>  even  in  the  church 
itself,  the  office  of  schoolmaster 
would  be  liable  to  be  interfered 
with  in  the  most  unpleasant  man- 
ner by  the  clergyman  of  the  parish. 
The  doctrine  which  lord  Stanley 
had  supported  sounded  very  like 
that  of  the  papal  one — infallibility, 
which  if  once  set  up  as  the  guide 
for  the  people  of  England,  it  was 
doubtful  if  they  would  not  prefer 
the  infallibility  of  Rome  to  that  of 
Oxford ;  the  latter  was  of  compari- 
tively  recent  date,  while  that  of 
Rome  had  at  least  prescription  in 
its  favour.  He  did  not  approve  the 
plan  of  mixing  up  secular  with  reli. 
gious  instruction.  Religion  should 
be  taught  by  those  who  devoted 
themselves  exclusively  to  that  pur- 
pose. He  had  seen  the  effects  of  a 
contrary  system  and  was  satisfied 
it  could  never  answer  the  expec- 
tations entertained  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  began  by  say- 
ing a  few  words  with  regard  to 
what  fell  from  the  hon.  member 
for  Ipswich,  whom  he  remarked  he 
did  not  see  in  his  usual  place,  but 
in  one  from  which  the  speech  he 
had  made  would  have  come  with 
more  propriety  (Mr.  Gibson  had 
crossed  over  and  was  sitting  on  the 
ministerial  side  of  the  house.)  It 
was  from  that  quarter  that  those 
loud  and  long  cheers  had  proceeded, 
with  which  the  hon.  member  had 
been  greeted,  cheers,  which  must 
have  been  very  gratifying,  espe- 
pecially  when  he  saw  how  vehe- 
ment a  part  was  taken  in  them  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Dublin.  Sir  Robert  said,  the  mi- 
nisterial  measure  was  one  upon 
which  the  university  of  Oxford 
looked   with   just    ftppreheniion. 


Although  the  plan  had  been  tech- 
nically changed,  the  evils  to  which 
the  objections  applied  had  not  been 
removed.  The  hon.  member  for 
Ipswich  had  said,  there  was  no 
reason  for  withholding  our  confi- 
dence from  the  individual  members 
of  the  privy  council  of  whom  the 
board  at  present  consisted.  The 
objection  was  not  to  individuals, 
but  to  placing  in  the  hands  of  lay- 
men, those  powers  which  ought  to 
be  confided  only  in  the  church 
through  its  ministers.  He  had 
never  confounded  the  church  with 
its  ministers,  but  had  merely  ob- 
served, that  from  time  immemorial, 
both  in  Roman  Catholic  times  and 
since  the  Reformation,  education 
had  been  connected  with  religion, 
and  if  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
were  ever  again  in  the  ascendant, 
the  clergy  of  that  church  would  be 
the  last  in  the  world  to  relinquish 
the  office  of  educating  the  people. 

Mr.  0' Council  then  rose.  They 
had  tried,  he  said,  the  efficacy  of 
the  exclusive  principle  in  order  to 
prevent  the  advance  of  catholicity, 
nevertheless  catholics  multiplied  in 
Ireland,  and  even  increased  in  Eng- 
land. The  advocates  of  exclusion 
did  not  indeed  burn,  they  did  not 
introduce  Spanish  law  into  this 
country,  but  they  acted  upon  prin- 
ciples fatal  in  politics,  and  unsound 
in  religion.  Properly  speaking,  such 
principles  were  anti-religious,  for 
though  hypocrites  might  be  made 
by  force,  converts  could  be  made 
only  by  persuasion.  By  the  minute 
of  the  first  of  April,  it  appeared  to 
have  been  the  determination  of  the 
government  to  establish  normal 
schools,  and  to  appoint  chaplains 
for  instructing  the-  children  born 
in  the  established  church  in  the 
principles  of  their  religion,  who 
were  to  be  paid  at  the  expense  of 
thq  nation  at  large«f-by  all  meansi 
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said  Mr.  0*Connell,  let  the  chil- 
dren of  the  established  church  re- 
ceive religious  instruction,  but  let 
the  expenses  be  paid  out  of  the 
ample  possessions  of  the  established 
ehurch,  and  not  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  nation  at  large.     The  pro- 
posed arrangement   was   one   far 
more  favourable  to  the  established 
church  than  it  had  any  reason  to 
expect—- it  was  too  much  to  exact 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  and  dis- 
senters to  pay  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  a  church  so  richly 
cndowed-^it  would  be  giving  it  a 
dedded  advantage,  and  one  wholly 
inconsistent  with  fair  play.     But 
he  had  acceded  even  to  that,  so 
highly  important  did  he  deem  it 
that  the  people  should  be  educated. 
It  was  hoped  at  the  normal  schools 
that  the  education  of  the  pupils 
might  be  carried  on  in  common—* 
it  was  considered  that  youth  should 
not  be  separated  in  the  business  of 
education,  that  they  might  be  re- 
conciled to  each  other's  presence  in 
their  early  days  and  meet  on  other 
points    than    those  of   repulsion. 
*'  Sacred  heaven  !"  exclaimed  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  ''  why 
might  they  not  meet  upon  other 
points  than  those  of  difference  and 
hostility ! "    Hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  fallen  greatly  in  love  with 
the  Wesleyan   methodists ;    they 
might  be  excellent  people  in  pri« 
vate  life,  but  he  denied  they  had 
distinguished   themselves   in   any 
career  of   political  utility.     The 
first  great  political  movement  of 
their  founder,  John  Wesley,  was 
writing  the  address  of  the  Pro- 
testant Association  in  1780^  which 
ended  in  a  riot,  in  the  burning  of 
prisons,  the  destruction  of  property 
and  life.     That  was  the  first  fact 
in  the  history  of  methodism.     He 
challen|[ed  any  gentl^nan  of  that 
p^muftsiou  to  pout  to  one  single 


instance  in  their  political  history 
since,  which  showed  them  to  be 
the  friends  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  Why  then  exclaira  so 
loudly  in  their  favour  P-— because 
they  had  joined  the  "  No  popery" 
cry  I  But  the  ground  on  which 
they  stood  was  treacherous^  the 
first  sentence  in  their  petition  was, 
^'  We  most  decidedly  object  to 
the  proposed  scheme  on  the  strong 
grounds  of  conscience,  and  of  our 
right  to  full  religious  liberty."  A 
most  excellent  principle,  but  what 
they  would  have  others  do  they 
should  themselves  exemplify*  In 
the  next  sentence  of  their  petition, 
they  objected  to  the  educational 
scheme,  because  versions  of  the 
scriptures  would  be  used  which 
they  characterised  as  ^^  notorioudiy 
corrupt."  They  were  bad  biblical 
scholars,  as  he  would  show  from  a 
high  authority.  On  the  21st  of 
May  1838,  a  reverend  divine  of  the 
established  church  of  Scotland,  a 
church  infinitely  more  ^^posed  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  than 
the  established  church  of  England, 
Dr.  Chalmers,  a  man  of  the  first 
rate  talents  and  inforoiation,  bunt- 
ing with  as  ardent  a  dislike  of 
popery  as  any  of  the  Wesleyan 
methodbts,  said,  ia  answer  to  ques- 
tion 3717. ''  I  beg  leave  to  say,  Ijiat 
the  difference  between  the  autbo- 
rised  version  and  the  Douay  ver- 
sion, is  not  so  great  as  to  make  it 
a  thing  of  practical  importance 
which  oi  them  should  he  used/' 

This  speech  called  up  Mr.  Glad« 
stone,  who  had  recently  put  forth 
an  able  woric  on  the  connection 
between  church  and  state.  AUu« 
sion  to  this  puUication  had  been 
made  by  lord  Morpeth  and  Mr. 
BuUer  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
but  Mr.  Gladstone  said*  Jbe  was 
sure  the  noble  lord  in  the  anUbt  of 
his  numerous  and  onmus  »vQca« 
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tions^  had  never  been  able  to  spare  Mr.  O'Ccmnell  had  also  spoken  of 

time  to  read  it.      He  would  not  the  existence    of    9^000,000    of 

flinch  from  a  word  he  had  uttered  dissenters  in  the  United  Kingdom* 

or  written  upon  religious  topics ;  A  letter  which  had  been  published 

he  claimed  the  privilege  of  con-  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  No- 


trasting  his  principles  and  trjdng  vember,  1837,  by  Mr.   Dunn, 

their  results  in  comparison  with  cretary  to  the  British  and  Foreign 

those  professed  by  the  noble  lord.  Society,  made  the  entire  number  of 

and  of  ascertaining  the  effects  of  protestant  dissenters  in  England, 

both  on  the  institutions  of  the  coun-  amount  to  no  more  than  2«500,000 

try,  so  far  as  they  operated  upon  or  it  might  be  3,000,000  in  our 

the  established  church  in  England,  whole  population  of  15,000,000. 

Scotland,  and  in    Ireland.     Last  He  had  also  said,  that  it  was  un« 

night  the  hon.  Member  forLiskeard  gracious  in  the  church  of  England 

had  spoken  of  him.  as  though  he  to  demand  money  of  the  public  for 

had  interpreted  the  right  of  private  the  purposes  of  education,    when 

judgment,  to  mean  nothing  else  it    was    itself    in    possession    of 

than  conformity  to  the  doctrines  of  8,000,000/.  of  revenue.    Now,  the 

the  church  of  England,  and  had  documents  laid  upon  the  table  of 

broadly  stated,  that  his  doctrines  if  the  House,  proved  that  the  reve. 

pushed  a  step  further  led,  of  neces-  nues  of  the  church  of  England  did 

sity,  to  persecution.  Mr.  Gladstone  not  amount  to  more  than  3,000,000/ 

would  only  say  in  reply,  that  even  and  if  another  510,000/.  were  al* 

if  this  account  of  the  tendency  of  lowed  for  the  revenues  of  the  en« 

his  doctrines  were  correct,  he  was  dowed  schools  and  universities,  it 

equally  justified  in  asserting  that  would  appear  that  the  hon.  and 

Mr.  C.  Buller's  own  doctrines  de*  learned  member  had  assumed  to 

stroyed  the  means  of  discerning  himself  the  privilege  of  more  than 

between  truth  and  falsehood,  and  doubling  the  amount  of  property 

led,  if  carried  out  into  their  next  in  the  possession   of  the  church, 

stage,  to  nothing  less  than  national  Mr.  O'Connell  had  also  done  in* 

infidelity.      With  respect   to  the  justice  to  the  Wesley  an  methodists^ 

hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dub<«  having  taunted  them  as  the  most 

lin,  who  had  spoken  so  much  of  his  persevering  enemies  of  civil  and 

fondness    for    statistics,    the    use  religious  liberty.    This  was  indeed 

which  he  had  made  of  them  re-  an    unjust    accusation  after  their 

minded  him  of  an  observation  made  long  years  of  exertion   to  bring 

by  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  to  this  about  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery* 

effect.    He  had  a  great  aversion  to  Lord  Morpeth  had  declared,  as  longf 

hear  of  a  fact  in  debate,  but  what  as  the  state  continued   to  finger 

he  most  distrusted  was  a  figure.  Unitarian  gold,  it  cannot  refuse  to 

The  hon.  and  learned  member  for  extend  to  those  by  whom  it  so  pro- 

Dublin    had    stated    that     there  fits  the  blessings  of  education,  and 

were   97,000  churches   in    Eng.  assist    those    sects,    which    must 

land    before    the    reformation,    a  otherwise  remain  in    intellectual 

statement  depending  upon  histori-  darkness.    Now  if  the  state  was  to 

cal  research,  and  which,  if  known  be  regarded  as  having  no  other 

to  the  hon.  member  for  Dublin  was  function  than  that  of  representing 

he  believed   unknown    to    every  the  mere  will  of  the  people  a*  to 

other  antiquary  in  the  kingdom*  reUgious  tenets,  be  admitted  Ibe^ 
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truth  of  this  principle,  but  not  if 
they  were  to  hold  that  the  state 
was  capable  of  duties^  and  that  the 
state  could  have  a  conscience. 

He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything 
offensive,  it  was  not  his  habit  to 
revile  religion  under  whatever 
form  it  was  presented  to  him,  but 
what  ground  was  there  for  confin- 
ing the  noble  lord's  reasoning  to 
Christianity.  Mr.  Gladstone  then 
read  to  the  house  a  passage  from 
a  petition  lately  presented  from 
the  protestant  dissenters : — ''That 
your  petitioners  feel  the  deepest 
gratitude  for  the  expression  of 
her  majesty's  most  gracious  wish 
that  the  youth  of  this  country 
should  be  religiously  brought  up, 
and  the  rights  of  conscience  re- 
spected, while  they  earnestly  hope, 
that  the  education  of  the  people, 
Jewish  and  Christian,  will  be 
sedulously  connected  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  holy  scriptures." 
How  was  the  education  of  the 
Jewish  people,  who  considered  the 
New  Testament  an  imposture,  to 
be  sedulously  connected,  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  holy  scriptures, 
which  consisted  of  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testament  ?  To  force  the 
Jewish  children  to  read  the  latter, 
would  be  directly  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  hon.  gentlemen  oppo. 
site.  He  wished  to  see  no  child 
forced  to  do  so,  but  he  protested 
against  paying  from  the  money  of 
the  state  a  set  of  men  whose  busi- 
ness would  be  to  inculcate  erro- 
neous doctrines. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  he  considered  Mr.  Gladstone's 
principles  to  be  inconsistent  with 
the  true  theory  of  the  constitution 
of  England,  and  opposed  to  all 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  Mr. 
Gladstone  had  been  for  some  short 
time  colonial  under  secretary  of 
state^  and  Mr.  S.  ftice  begg^  to 


call  his  attention  to  the  principle 
that  prevailed  in  the  colonies,  and 
would  ask,  how  this  rule  of  the 
state  conscience  was  applied  in 
practice  there.  The  paper  to  which 
he  referred,  showed  an  account  of 
the  church  establishment  in  the 
colonies.  The  return  was  made 
under  four  heads,  and  showed  that 
whilst  parliament  supported  most 
largely  the  church  of  England,  it 
also  supported  largely  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  in  some  of  the 
colonies,  it  supported  the  Dutch 
church  likewise,  and  in  many  of 
them  it  supported  the  church  of 
Rome.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
said,  that  truth  was  single,  all  that 
was  not  truth  was  error.  Which 
of  those  many  colonial  religions 
was  the  true  one  ?  They  could  not 
all  be  true  according  to  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  yet  they  were  all 
supported  by  the  state.  He  ap- 
pealed from  the  factitious  con- 
science of  the  state  to  the  real 
conscience  and  hearts  of  men,  and 
he  would  ask  whether  we  should  be 
justified  on  any  hypothesis  however 
ingenious,  in  leaving  the  queen's 
subjects  in  distant  lands,  unassisted 
by  religious  instruction  according 
to  their  respective  faith.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  then 
commented  severely  on  the  mode  in 
which  petitions  to  the  house  of 
commons  had  been  got  up.  There 
were,  he  said,  242  petitions,  with 
26,063  signatures  affixed  to  them, 
against  any  scheme  for  education 
which  should  not  be  placed  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the  estab- 
lished church,  but  he  spoke  in 
strong  terms  of  the  variety  of  base 
and  disgraceful  delusions  which 
he  said  had  been  practised  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  these  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  was  followed 
by  sir  James  Grahaii^  who  aaid  he 
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had  waited  in  vain  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  answer  to 
the  question  put  by  the  member 
for  Newark — How,  if  the  govern- 
ment could  consistently  afford  aid 
from  the  public  purse  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  the  country 
in  dissenting  principles,  it  could 
refuse  similar  aid  to  the  instruction 
of  the  adult  population?  If  aid 
was  to  be  granted  to  dissenting 
teachers,  how  could  endowments 
be  refused  to  dissenting  and  socin- 
ian  chapels.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  asked,  how  he  jus- 
tified the  vote  to  Maynooth  ?  Why, 
answered  sir  James,  on  the  ground 
of  a  contract  at  the  time  of  the 
union  between  the  two  countries, 
as  in  the  larger  number  of  the  co- 
lonies to  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  alluded,  the  sums  for 
the  support  of  religion  were  de- 
frayed out  of  the  colonial  fund, 
but  he  admitted  those  cases  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  cited  did 
trench  upon  the  principle  which 
he  maintained.  It  was  declared  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  state  to  uphold 
true  religion,  then  the  question 
was  put  what  did  that  imply  ? 
What  in  fact  was  true  religion  or 
"the  truth?"  No  one  sect  had 
the  right  to  assume  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  in  a  manner  offensive 
to  the  other  portions  of  the  com. 
munity.  Man  was  not  responsi- 
ble to  his  fellow  man,  but  to  his 
Creator  alone,  for  the  nature  of 
his  religious  opinions.  •  Without 
detailing  to  the  house  what  were 
the  principles  of  an  established  re. 
ligion,  it  was  enough  to  remark 
those  principles  were  adverse  to  the 
admission  of  the  plan  of  her  majes- 
ty's government,  which  admitted 
an  equality  of  right,  for  state  en- 
dowments, to  all  religious  creeds. 
If  that  doctrine  was  admitted,  a 
paramount  state  religion  was  at  an 


end.  Now,  in  this  country,  the 
state  had  chosen  the  established 
church  to  represent  the  government 
in  religion,  but  in  selecting  that 
particular  creed,  the  state  still  per- 
mitted each  individual  to  be  guided 
in  matters  of  belief  entirely  by  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  baronet  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  but  incom-. 
pletely  answered  the  argument  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
who  had  said  truly,  that  excitement 
against  the  plan  had  been  produced 
by  not  stating  its  principles  fairly. 
He  asked  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  to  state  the  truth  openly 
to  the  country,  that  the  govern- 
ment plan  was  opposed  on  the 
distinct  ground,  that  no  system  of 
education  was  hereafter  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  state  unless  it  was 
conducted  under  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  clergy.  Teachers  of 
the  established  church  should  be 
maintained  throughout  the  country, 
but  he  did  not  consider  those  teach- 
ers should  have  the  entire  control 
of  the  money  appropriated  by  the 
state  for  education.  The  noble 
lord  then  read  extracts  from  the 
speech  he  had  made  in  February, 
pointing  out  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  government  had  to  con- 
tend, and  his  own  views  relative 
to  normal  schools.  The  difficulty, 
he  said,  of  providing  a  system 
agreeable  to  different  religious  sects 
had  been  overcome,  not  only  in  the 
schools  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
School  society,  to  which  he  had 
for  many  years  belonged,  and  whose 
principles  he  adopted,  but  by  many 
of  the  established  church.  1  n  these 
schools,  the  scriptures  were  read 
on  week-days,  and  the  catechism 
was  reserved  for  Sundays,  so  that 
dissenters  might  send  their  children 
to  their  own  places  of  instruction 
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on  the  Sabbath.  It  had  been 
stated}  in  proof  that  the  govern-* 
ment  scheme  of  education  wan  irre* 
ligious^  that  any  thing  might  be 
taught  in  the  schools  which  was 
not  of  the  doctrine  of  the  church 
of  England^  or  of  some  particular 
sect.  Was  there  no  religious  in- 
struction^ except  that  which  was 
confined  to  the  distinctions  between 
different  bodies  and  sects  of  christ- 
ians? It  was  not  sufficient  that 
590,000  persons  were  educated  in 
the  National  schools,  and  that 
nearly  a  million  attended  the  Sun- 
day schools.  Various  reports,  both 
to  government  and  parliament, 
proved  that  the  quality  of  the  edu- 
cation was  very  defective.  Lord 
John  then  read  a  passage  from  the 
report  of  the  chaplain  of  the  gaol 
at  Lancaster,  which  stated  that,  in 
the  year  1838,  "516  prisoners 
Were  quite  ignorant  of  the  simplest 
truths,  995  were  capable  of  repeat- 
ing the  Lord's  prayer,  37  prisoners 
were  occasional  readers  of  the 
Bible,  7  were  familiar  with  the 
holy  scriptures,  and  conversant 
with  the  principles  of  religion. 
Of  the  whole  1,129  persons,  pro- 
bably not  more  than  twenty  or 
thirty  had  habitually  attended  any 
place  of  divine  worship."  The 
noble  lord  gave  another  extract 
from  a  report,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  clergyman,  whom  he 
had  appointed  to  the  situation  of 
dhaplain  to  the  prison  for  Juvenile 
offenders  at  Parkhurst,  in  which 
report  he  said:  "Your  lordship 
will  perceive  that  although  58 
f>risoners  can  in  some  degree  read, 
89  repeat  some  or  all  of  the  church 
estechidm,  and  43  possess  some 
Imowledge  of  the  holy  scriptures, 
only  29  (exactly  half  the  number 
of  readers)  can  give  even  a  little 
accotmt  of  the  meaning  of  words 
or  sottnds  in  use.    Afiother  feature 


of  the  Parkhurst  prisoners'  moral 
condition  is  very  remarkable,  name- 
ly, that  a  very  large  proportion 
have  received  instruction  in  the 
various  schools  with  which  our 
country  abounds.  A  digest  of  this 
portion  of  the  general  table  will 
show,  that  out  of  103  lads,  95  have 
attended  schools,  70  of  whom  have 
been  day-scholars  for  terms  longer 
than  a  year,  and  of  the  51  prisoners 
with  whom  the  prison  opened,  two 
only  had  never  been  at  school." 
The  plan  which  was  proposed  by 
government  was  not  a  new  Scheme 
of  national  education  in  the  conn- 
try  ;  and  so  far  from  its  being  out 
of  the  control  of  parliUftient,  it 
would  annually  be  brought  under 
its  view,  and,  in  future,  the  ixApor^ 
tant  Subject  of  education  would 
receive  that  attention  and  esM  on 
the  part  of  the  state  from  whidh 
hitherto  it  had  been  exdnded.  I 
am  not,  concluded  the  noble  lofd, 
to  be  deterred  by  the  tatint  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Newark,  who 
expressed  his  wonder,  that  having 
been  defeated  in  our  formet  scheme, 
we  should  attempt  another,  equally 
objectionable  to  dissenters  and 
churchmen.  In  a  former  instance, 
although  my  first  attempts  were 
thwarted  and  defeated,  I  ultimately 
succeeded  in  striking  off  from  the 
dissenters  the  degrading  fetters  of 
the  test  and  corporation  acts.  I  ara 
quite  prepared  for  Opposition^  and 
expect  that  when  plans  of  this  kind 
are  first  proposed,  they  will  be 
misunderstood  and  misrepresented, 
and  that  even  the  **no  popery" 
cry  will  be  raised  afresh,  not,  I  fear, 
for  the  last  time.  Let  the  hon. 
member  for  Newark  take  pride  in 
such  victories ;  but  1  do  not  believe 
he  will  succeed  in  re«imposing  the 
fetters  which  have  been  struck  off. 
I  am  fully  convinced  the  great 
cande  of  genend  ediieittioii;  not  only 
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ot  Ibe  neniben  of  the  Gkomcii  of 
Kigknd^  but  of  the  whole  com- 
laonity^  will  erenttwlly  triumph-^ 
that  the  happineM  of  the  people 
will  be  ieeomU^that  the  degrading 
pictufw  which  ha?e  been  drawn  of 
Um  popt^tion  in  1889  will  cotoe 
m  be  regarded  with  incredulit3r> 
and  it  will  seem  imposiible  that 
they'  could  erer  hate  been  true 
xeprsflentationi  of  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  England. 

Stt  Robert  Fed  said,  he  objected 
to  the  adMme  of  the  government. 
In  the  fiiM;  plaoe,  he  deprecated 
the  coune  adqpted  of  calling  on 
the  faoDte  to  decide  ao  important  a 
qucBtioii-^laying  the  foundation  of 
ft  tfMem  of  na^onal  education  by 
a  single  vote.  The  original  propo- 
titkm  of  the  noble  lord  was,  that 
five  of  ber  ma^ty'g  servants  should 
Ibrm  a  comtnittee  for  the  consider-* 
ation  of  aU  matters  affecting  the 
education  of  the  people.  Had  such 
a  scheme  been  proposed  by  him  in 
1885,  what  would  have  been  said 
to  it  by  the  dissenting  bodies  of 
this  country  ?  Could  it  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  members  of  the 
establishment  felt  simDar  alarm  at 
the  proposal  now  made?  If  her 
majesty's  ministers  could  appeal  to 
the  vote  for  Irish  education,  in 
justification  of  their  present  pro* 
ceedings^  and  called  upon  the  house 
to  assent  to  this  scheme  in  con- 
sequence of  the  eoncesnons  already 
made,  he  could  foresee  that,  three 
years  lience,  they  might  say,  the 
scheme  now  proposed  and  assented 
to  waa  only  laying  a  foundation 
for  a  more  general  one,  and  those 
who  permitted  that  foundation  to 
be  hnd  had  no  right  to  object  to 
its  extension.  The  proposed  com* 
mittee  would  be  in  fact  a  committee 
of  the  executive  government,  not 
of  the  privy  council,  as  his  noble 
friend  had  called  it.    The  board 


was  to  be  constituted  esdusively 
of  members  of  the  government, 
and,  in  order  to  rescue  themselves 
from  the  danger  of  ditoissal  by  the 
house,  they  might,  for  the  sake  of 
so  important  a  public  object,  make 
great  concessions  in  the  matter  of 
education.  Ministers  should  re* 
member,  and  the  dissenters  also, 
that  if  the  principle  now  established 
were  good  for  the  present  govem" 
ment)  it  would  equally  apply  to 
their  successors,  should  a  change 
of  government  take  place.  Supr 
posing  the  archbishopc^  Canterbury 
and  the  Hshop  of  London,  both 
members  of  the  privy  council,  were 
then  to  be  made  members  of  the 
committee  of  privy  council,  what 
objection  could  they  urge  against 
it?  Sir  Robert  Peel  then  read 
the  opinions  of  two  grave  autho- 
rities-'-the  noble  lord  the  secretary 
for  the  home  department,  and  the 
right  bon.  gent,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer— delivered  last  year 
on  the  subject  of  appointing  a 
board  of  education  :— **  With  this 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
he  did  not  see,  until  there  was  more 
likelihood  of  agreement  amongst  the 
leading  people  in  favour  of  general 
education  in  this  country,  that  it 
would  be  a  good  plan  to  establish  a 
general  commission  by  the  govern* 
ment, .  because  whatever  board 
might  be  constituted,  would  create 
jealousy  on  the  part  of  those  op* 
posed  to  them."  The  other  quo« 
tation  was  as  follows :-»"  That  the 
interference  of  government,  by  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  education 
in  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
would  create  great  jealousy  among 
all  partieti,  and  be  injurious  to  the 
purposes  of  education."  Particular 
reference  had  been  made  to  the 
state  of  education  in  the  United 
States  (especially  in  New  York 
and  Massac^sets)  and  in  Prussia. 
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The  case  of  this  last  country  had 
indeed   been   abandoned.     It  ap- 
peared that  the  government  of  that 
country  had*  relinquished  the  at- 
tempt  of    uniting  children  in   a 
system  of  secular  tuition  only^  and 
giving  them  separate  religious  in- 
struction upon  such  creeds  as  they 
might  be  disposed  to  follov^.     The 
secretary     to     the    Massachusets 
board  of  education  states,  in  his 
second  annual  report,  published  at 
Boston  and  bearing  date  January 
14  th,  1839,  "In  my  report  of  last 
year,  I  exposed  the  alarming  de- 
ficiency  of  moral    and    religious 
instruction   then   existing  in   our 
schools.    That  deficiency  in  regard 
to  religious  instruction  could  only 
be   explained  by   supposing    that 
school  committees,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  prescribe  school-books,   had 
not  found  any  at  once  expository 
of  the  doctrines  of  revealed  religion, 
and  also  free  from  such  advocacy 
of  the  tenets  of  particular  sects  of 
christians,  as  brought  them  within 
the  scope  of  the  legal  prohibition  ; 
and  hence    they   felt    obliged   to 
exclude  books  which,  but  for  their 
denominational  views,  they  would 
have  been  glad  to  introduce."     If, 
continued  sir  Robert  Peel,  govern- 
ment were  under  an  obligation  to 
teach  the  children   of  dissenters, 
on  the  grounds  that  they  fought 
with  Roman  Catholic  sinews  and 
supported  their  system  with  uni- 
tarian gold,  why  were  they   not 
bound  to  provide  them  the  means 
of  religious  worship  in  accordance 
with  their  several  creeds  ?    Where 
did  they  propose  to  draw  the  line  ? 
"  Unless  in   your  scheme,"   con- 
cluded   the    hon.   baronet,   "you 
limit  religious  education   to    the 
mere  reading  the  bible,  you  cannot 
respect  the  religious   scruples  of 
others;  and  I  can  see  no  means 
of  escape  from  the  dangers  and 


difficulties  by  which  the  question 
is   beset,   but    by    her    majesty's 
government  consenting  to  rescind 
the  order  in  council.     I  object  to 
the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  first, 
that  if  the  feeling  of  the  country 
were  in  favour  of  such  a  board — 
(and  the  reverse  is  the  case) — it 
should  not  be  appointed  in   the 
manner  proposed — by  a  single  vote 
of  this  house,     I  object  to  a  board 
of  education  being  formed  exclu- 
sively of  her  majesty*&  ministers, 
and  in  reference  especially  to  the 
children  of  members  of  the  esta- 
blished church,  that  there  should 
be  an  entire  exclusion  of  the  eccle* 
siastical  authorities,  who  are  pro« 
perly  intrusted  with  the  religious 
education   of   the    community. — 
Lastly,  I  object,  because  petitions 
have  been  presented  against  the 
scheme,  unequalled  both  in    the 
number  and  in  the  disinterested, 
ness  of  those  who  presented  them ; 
and  because,  if  the  scheme  were 
carried    by   a  small    and    scanty 
majority,  a  temporary  success,  so 
far  from  advancing  the  cause  of 
sound    religious    instruction,   and 
allaying  discord  s^nd  animosities, 
would  be  but  the  commencement 
of  a  new  religious  struggle  of  the 
worst  nature,  and  in  the  very  worst 
arena  in  which,  in  this  country, 
such  a  struggle  can  be  carried  on.*' 

The  house  then  divided  on  the 
original  question  that  the  order  of 
the  day  for  a  committee  of  supply 
be  read — ayes  280 ;  noes  275  : 
majority  5. 

In  accordance  with  this  vote  of 
the  house,  lord  John  Russell  moved, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  reca- 
pitulated many  of  the  arguments 
which  had  previously  been  put 
forth  by  himself  and  other  members. 
After  which,  the  question  was  put 
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that  30,000/.  be  granted  by  her 
majesty  for  public  education  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1839. 

Lord  Mahon  said,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  meet  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord  with  a  direct  negative ; 
he  considered  it  indispensable  that 
intellectual  enlightenment  should 
go  hand  in  hand  with  religious  in- 
struction, and  if  they  did  not  com- 
bine the  two,  they  would  do  worse 
than  if  they  left  the  people  alto- 
gether uneducated.  He  would 
read  to  the  house  in  connexion 
with  this  subject  some  important 
statistics  by  Mr.  Gueny,  who 
stated,  that  *^  in  the  department  of 
Finisterre  only  14  in  100,  and  in 
Morbihan  only  15  in  100,  of  the 
male  adult  population  could  read 
and  write.  Jn  three  of  the  depart- 
ments forming  the  ancient  province 
of  Berry,  the  proportion  was  only 
13  in  100.  These  were  among 
the  departments  in  which  crimes 
against  the  person  were  most  rare ; 
crimes  against  property  were  also 
less  numerous.  In  Finisterre,  only 
one  person  out  of  29,000  on  an  ave- 
rage, was  convicted  of  any  crime. 
Against  the  person  in  La  Creuse, 
only  one  in  37,000.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  department  du  Doubs, 
on  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland, 
which  stood  as  second  on  the  list 
of  educated  departments,  where 
no  less  than  73  in  100  could  read 
and  write,  one  out  of  11,000  on  an 
average,  was  convicted  of  crime. 
In  the  department  du  Haut  Rhin, 
in  like  manner,  71  out  of  every 
100  could  read  and  write,  but  one 
out  of  every  7,000  was  convicted 
of  crime."  Lord  Mahon  objected 
to  the  distinction  of  religion  into 
special  and  general,  and  commented 
severely  and  at  some  length  on  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Wiseman  and  Dr. 
Bowring  before  the  committee,  and 
concluded  by  saying,  that  if  his 
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views  on  education  .^eemed  narrow- 
minded  and  illiberal,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  remembering,  they 
were  those  of  Mr.  Wilbei-force, 
lord  Somers,  and  Locke,'  and  he 
would  characterize  the  system  now 
proposed  in  a  few  expressive  words 
which  a  greater  man  than  any  he 
had  yet  quoted,  the  prince  of 
modem  philosophers,  lord  Bacon 
himself  had  used  ;  "  Contrariwise, 
certain  Laodiceans  and  lukewarm 
persons  think  they  may  accom- 
modate points  of  religion  ly  mid- 
dle ways  and  taking  part  of  both, 
and  witty  reconcilements,  as  if  they 
could  make  an  arbitrement  between 
God  and  man.  For  truth  and 
falsehood  in  such  things,  are  like 
the  iron  and  clay  in  the  toes  of 
Nebuchadnezzar*s  image,  they  may 
cleave,  but  they  will  not  incor- 
porate." 

The  debate  was  afterwards  taken 
up  by  Mr.  Baines,  lord  Ttignmouth, 
Mr.  Litton,  and  Mr.Cresswell,  who 
went  over  much  the  same  ground 
as  the  speakers  on  the  former  oc- 
casion had  done.  Mr.  Sheil  made 
a  forcible  address  to  the  house  in 
reply  to  a  charge  made  against  the 
government  by  sir  George  Clerk, 
who  stated  that  a  catholic  priest 
had  applied  to  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  for  a  grant  of  money 
for  a  school  in  Scotland,  and  that 
the  money  had  been  refused  j  why, 
asked  Mr.  Sheil,  but  becai^e  the 
money  would  have  been  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  exclusive  instruc- 
tion in  the  tenets  of  the  Catholic 
church  ?  Did  not  this  prove,  that 
the  government  does  not  mean  that 
any  part  of  the  fund  should  be  ap- 
plied to  a  school  attached  exclu- 
sively to  one  church,  and  did  it  not 
repel  the  charge  of  the  lion,  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  grounded  on  their 
own  misconception  of  the  intention 
of  the  ministers  ?  **  Why  are  you," 


1621        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1839. 


continued  Mr.  Shell,  ''for  ever 
crying  out  in  reference  to  poperjr, 
that  your  church  is  in  danger,  and 
giving  way  to  the  most  fantastic 
fears  ?  What  in  the  world  makes 
you  so  much  afraid  ?  Why  do  you 
not,  as  you  resemhie  us  in  so  many 
other  regards,  in  our  fearlessness 
also  follow  our  example  ?  It  was 
in  reference  to  our  church,  that 
your  famous  Dryden  exclaimed, 

*'  Without  unspotted,  innocent  within, 
She  feared  no  danger,  for  she  knew 
no  sin." 

You  have  nothing  to  fear,  armed 
as  you  are,  I  presume,  in  innocence, 
from  any  cause,  mucli  less  from  the 
education  of  the  unhappy  popish 
poor.  Your  chu.rch,  your  AuSp- 
can  church,  (I  can  scarce  call  it 
protestant,)  is  incorporated  with 
the  state,  supported  oy  the  inter- 
ests of  the  higher  orders,  and  hy 
the  faith  of  the  humhler  classes. 
•*  In  the  midst  of  courts  and  par- 
liament it  lifts  its  mitred  head." 
It  possesses  vast  revenues;^  it  rules 
over  the  two  most  famous  univer- 
sities in  the  world,  it  presides  over 
the  great  patrician  seminaries  of 
the  land,  it  has  retained  all  the 
pump,  pride,  and  glorious  circum- 
stances of  the  establishment  of 
which  it  is  a  perpetuation — arch- 
bishops — bishops — deans — cathe- 
drals— chapters— golden  stalls.  It 
is  distinguished  by  a  prelacy  emi- 
nent "^or  learning,  and  what  is 
more  important,  distinguished  by 
the  activity,  the  energy,  and  spirit 
of  organised  confederacy  amongst 
the  parochial  clergy.  Such  is  your 
establishment,  and  can  you  bring 
yourself  to  believe  that  such  a 
fabric,  based  on  the  national  belief, 
and  towering  amongst  aristocratic 
sustainmentj  can  be  prostrated  on 
the  HK'k  of  truth  on  which  you  be- 
lieve it  to  be  raised— not  by  foreign 


invasion^— not  by  intestiiie  comTno- 
tion — not  by  a  great  moral  concus- 
sion, but  ^y  a  discharge  of  Douay 
testaments  and  popish  mimBls,  from 
the  hands  of  a  set  of  d^peless,  shirt- 
less popish  paupers,  gathered  under 
the  command  of  the  privy  oouncil 
from  the  laues  of  Liverpool^  the 
sdleys  of  Manchester  and  of  Salford> 
or  the  receptacles  cf  St.  Giles's? 
This  ague  of  apprehepsiop  for  your 
church  is  idle,  and  would  he  ridi- 
culous, but  for  the  fatal  rctults 
which  it  produce^,  and  the  con- 
stant injustice  which  it  works. 
Take  for  an  example  the  Qohle 
member  for  Dorset,  whp  js  so  re- 
markable for  the.  benevolent  con- 
cern he  feels  for  the  poor  factory 
children.  It  does  credit  to  his 
heart  that  he  should  feel  sp  deep 
a  sympathy  for  those  unrortunate 
heiugs^  whQ  m  th(^  PJiring  9f  lifo^ 
iu  thp  seaaOA  when,  if  evep,  jc^ 
should  bud  out  of  ^Q  heart*  are 
immured  in  those  d^al  fftl^Hos 
dedicated  to  the  insati^hl^  (Bepius 
pf  gain.  How  pftei^  and  bow  elo- 
quently had  the  pohle  br4  ezpa. 
tiated  on  the  mqral  (kstitutioii  tp 
which  these  poor  chiMr^Q  weie 
reduced.  But,  alaa !  what  a  con- 
trast he  presents  the  instant  the 
prerogatives  of  the  church  are 
touched !  his  fusibility  at  oncp.  pva- 
porates— rto  the  imaginary  iMgnunls 
of  the  estahlisbmeiit,  he  upmfllAte? 
the  interests  of  thpus^nds  aud  thQll- 
sands  of  helpless  beings,  and  r^fmiey 
to  stretch  forth  his  hand  tp  rwe 
them  from  the  depths  qf  ign^faiiCP 
and  depravity  in  which  thf^  lue 
immersed !  Has  the  noble  lord 
ever  been  in  that  part  of  thin  v^st 
metropolis  in  whidi  Irish  emigra- 
tion is  chiefly  deposited  ?  Has  he 
ever  traversed  that  melanchply  4i<- 
trict,  in  which  at  every  step  the 
eye,  the  ear^  the  heart— eveiynby- 
sical  and  moral  sense  is  sbofitea^ 
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Has  he  ever  looked  down  into 
those  recesses  in  which  hordes  of 
miserable  children  are  accumulated 
in  heaps  of  wretchedness  ?  or,  has 
he  ever  looked  up  to  the  dwellings 
which  swarm  with  diseased  vitality, 
mA  through  saahless  windows  seen 
Ibe  face  of  squalid,  vacant,  ema- 
ciated childhood^  staring  with  the 
glare  of  ignorance  and  misery  upon 
him  }  If  he  were  to  observe,  and 
become  familiar  with  such  specta- 
cles, his  over  righteous  habits  of 
miiid  would  give  way,  his  natural 
emptiens  get  the  better  of  his  pre- 
judices, and  he -would  feel  that 
true  religion^  which  is  identified 
with  charity  and  with  mercy,  im- 
per^^tively  required  on  the  part  of  the 
legislQtqre^  that  some  oSbrt  should 
he  made  for  the  instruction  of  those 
unfortunate  creatures. 

I  have  heard  much^  concluded 
Mr.  Sheil«  in  the  oourge  of  this  dis^ 
GviBsiou^  of  the  dogmas  of  theology^ 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  conversant 
with  ih&m,  but  I  sometimes  read 
the  Bible^  in  every  page  of  which 
the  lessons  of  mercy  are  so  admir 
rably  inculcated,  and  it  strikes  me 
if  there  be  a  passage  in  which  the 
character  of  our  Baviour  is  describf 
ed  in  a  peculiarly  amiable  light,  it 
is  that  in  which  he  is  represented 
as  desiring  his  disciples  not  to  for^ 
bid  little  children  to  come  unto  him. 
I  think  J  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
if  ampng  the  little  group  on  whose 
heads  he  was  invoked  to  lay  his 
hands  there  bad  been  the  child  of  a 
Saddneee  or  a  Samaritan,  the  God 
of  mercy  and  of  love  would  not 
have  put  the  little  schismatic  aside* 
Do  not  imitate  the  example  of  those 
by  whom  the  children  were  re^ 
buked^  suQer  them  to  approach 
him,  let  them  have  access  to  the 
Rourpes  of  pure  morality,  and  of 
that  truth  which  is  common  to 
all  christians.     Do  not  close  the 


avenues  to  that  knowledge  which 
leads  to  happiness  when  *'  time 
shall  be  no  more,-'  and  instead  of 
engaging  in  acrimonious  conten- 
tions about  ecclesiastical  preroga- 
tives and  pretensions,  let  us  act  on 
the  precept  contained  in  the  divine 
injunction,  "  Suffer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them 
not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  he  was  deep- 
ly sensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
injunction  with  which  the  member 
for   Tipperary  had   concluded  his 
very  eloquent  address.      He   had 
listened  to  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
ments used  in  the  debate  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  confessed  him- 
self unable  to  understand  the  plan 
of  the  government.     He  did  not 
know  distinctly  whether  the  origif 
nal  plan  was  abandoned  or  not. 
Mr,  Goulburn  then  went  on  to 
state  his  objections  to  the  measure, 
and  after  a  few   words  in   reply 
from  lord  John  Russell  the  com* 
mittee    divided«-«For    the    grant, 
275  ;  against  it,  273 ;  reducing  the 
majority  of  the  ministers  from  five 
to  two.     It  was  expected  in  conse- 
quence that  the  conservative  party 
would  have  divided  again  on  the 
bringing  up  of  the  report  of  the    s 
committee  of  supply,  but  sir  Robert 
Peel  stated  that  the  question  hav- 
ing been  exhausted  in  point  of  de- 
bate,  and    every   member   except 
twenty-four  having  voted  upon  it, 
he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  put 
the  house  to  the  trouble  of  a  se«? 
cond  division. 

On  the  5th  of  July  the  subject 
of  education  was  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  the  house  of  lords  by  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  in 
reference  to  the  attacks  made  by 
certain  parties  on  the  clergy,  in  re- 
gard to  this  government  scheme, 
observed  that  it  had  been  asserted 
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that  tliey  wished  to  keep  the  people 
in  ignorance,  and  actuated  by 
bigotry,  to  have  the  exclusive  care 
of  the  public  education.  Now  the 
clergy  he  insisted  were  in  no  re- 
spect adverse  to  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  only  to  mere  secular 
knowledge  they  would  add  the 
sanction  of  religion.  All  they  de- 
sired was^  that  the  children  of  those 
members  of  their  flock  attached  to 
the  church  might  continue  under 
their  superintendence,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  educated  in  those 
principles  and  doctrines  which  they 
would  hear  preached  in  church. 
With  reference  to  the  history  of 
the  education  of  the  poor  of  this 
country,  it  might  appear  surpriz- 
ing that  so  little  was  done  for  that 
object  at  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation. 

Many  schools  were  established 
immediately  after  the  Reformation, 
of  the  nature  of  grammar  schools^ 
and  were  meant  only  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  higher  classes.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  the  want  of  education 
among  the  poor  began  to  press  on 
the  minds  of  the  church,  and  cha- 
rity schools  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  clergy  were  formed 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  me- 
tropolis. The  society  for  promoting 
christian  knowledge  had  since  in- 
creased the  number  of  these  schools. 
Under  ita  authority  1,500  schools 
had  Ijeen  established  in  England 
and  Wales,  which  were  instituted 
on  the  principles  of  the  established 
church. 

As  the  population  increased,  the 
want  of  education  in  this  country 
was  found  to  be  so  great,  as  to 
make  the  friends  of  religion  de- 
spair. A  new  mode  of  tuition  was 
then  established,  instituted  by  Dr. 
Bell,  on  the  model  of  schools  in 
the   East   Indies,   and   afterwards 


adopted  by  Mr.  Lancaster,  and 
npw  indiscriminately  used  as  the 
Madras  or  Lancastrian  system. 
The  report  of  the  national  society 
stated  that  they  were  in  connec- 
tion with  almost  every  diocese  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  by  means 
of  their  fund  they  had  aided  in 
the  establishment  of  schools  in 
4, 553  places.  The  number  of  schools 
formerly  established  was  6,778,  and 
the  scholars  amounted  to  upwards 
of  597,000,  while  in  1837  the 
number  of  schools  was  17,341  ; 
and  the  scholars  were  a  million 
and  eighty-seven.*  Now,  when  the 
house  heard  these  facts,  the  accu- 
racy of  which  could  not  be  doubted, 
they  must  admit  the  charge  brought 
against  the  clergy  of  wishing  to 
debar  the  people  from  education 
was  totally  unfounded.  He  was 
sure  their  lordships,  whatever 
might  be  their  political  sentiments, 
would  agree  with  him,  that  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  was  a  subject  peculiarly 
belonging  to  the  clergy  of  the 
established  church,  and  that  the 
sovereign,  as  head  of  the  church, 
was  bound  by  the  most  sacred  ob- 
ligations to  the  maintenance  of  that 
authority.  "  If"  (said  the  most 
rev.  prelate)  "  the  church  does  not 
teach  the  true  doctrines  of  our 
holy  religion — if  it  does  not  incul- 
cate the  purest  morals— if  it  does 
not  insist  on  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  upon  loyalty  to  the 
sovereign,  and  the  performance  of 
every  christian  duty,  it  is  utterly 
unworthy  of  your  support.  Look 
to  some  other  source  of  moral  and 
religious  instruction,  and  cast  away 
a  church  which  is  so  grossly  defi- 
cient in  its  duty." 

In  the  distribution  of  the  public 
money  for  the  encouragement  of 
religion,  their  first  object  ought  to 
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be  to  maintain  the  religion  of  the 
state.     He  did  not   mean  all  as- 
sistance should   be  withheld  from 
dissenters,  but  sums  given  in  such 
a  shape  as  to  promote  dissent,  were 
inconsistent  with  the  support  the 
state  was  bound  to  give  the  estab- 
lished church.     All  such  grants 
had  a  tendency  to  promote  religi- 
ous dissent,  in  itself  a  great  evil^ 
as  cherishing  much  misunderstand- 
ing amongst  the  people.    The  most 
rev.   prelate    then    concluded    by 
moving  the  first  of  a  series  of  reso. 
lutions  which  are  subjoined  below. 
"  That  this  bouse  lias  under  its  con- 
sideration the  various  documents  which 
have  been  presented  by  her  majesty's 
coininands  respecting  public  education, 
including  those  which  refer  to  tJ.e  ap- 
pficaiion  of   public  money  in  former 
years  in  aid  of  the  buiJding  of  school 
houses  in  connection  with  the  National 
Society,  and  the  British  and   Foreign 
5>chool  society,  and  also  the  letters  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  president 
of  the  council  of  the  4th,  6th,  ^and  9ih 
of  February  respectively,  the  order  in 
council  of  the  10th  of  April,  appointinff 
a  committee  of  council,  the  minutes  of 
proceedings  of  that  committee  of  the 
Wih  April,  and  the  report  of  the  same 
committee  of  the  3d  of  June.    <»  That  it 
appears  from  the  documents  last  men- 
tioned that  a  committee  of  council  has 
been  appointed  consisting  exclusively  of 
members  of  her  majesty's  government 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  all  mat- 
ters affecting    the    education    of    the 
people  and  of  superintending  the  apnli- 
cation  of  any  sums  which  may  be  voted 
hy  parliament  for  that  purpose. 

"That  on  the  J3th  of  April  last  it 
!^.  P'°P<>«ed  by  such  committee  to 
establish  a  model  school,  which  might 
senre  as  an  example  to  other  schools, 
and  a  normal  school  in  which  a  body  of 
schoolmasters  might  be  formed  corape- 
tent  to  assume  the  management  of  such 
institutions  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

"It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee approved  by  her  majesty  in 
council  on  the  3d  of  June,  that  the  com- 
mittee  is  empowered  to  retain  the  right 
of  inspection  in  order  to  secure  a  con- 
Jormity  with  such  regulations  as  they 
B»y  approve  of  for  the  nianageinent  aud 


[165 


discipline  of  all  schools  to  which  aid 
may  l)e  granted,  and  to  make  grants  of 
public  money  to  any  schools  which  may 
appear  to  them  to  require  such  aid  irre- 
spectively to    the    religious    doctrines 
which  may  be  inculcated  in  such  schools. 
'  That  it  appears  to  this  house  that 
the  powers  thus  intrusted  to  the  com- 
mittee of  council,  are  so  important  in 
their  bearings  oil  the  moral  and  religious 
education  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  upon  the  proper  duties  and  func- 
tions of  the  established  church,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  capable  of  progressive 
and    indefinite    extension,    that    they 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  any  pub- 
lic authority  without  the  consent  of  par- 
liament. 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  that 
the  peculiar  scheme   of  education  set 
Jorth  in  the  minutes  of  the  committee 
of  council  on  the  13th  April,  is  open  to 
grave  objections  with  reference  to  ihe  ar- 
rangements made  for  the  religious  in- 
struction of  children,  to  the  u<e  within 
the  school  of  any  other  than  the  autho- 
nzed  version  of  the  scriptures  and  to 
many  other  important  details;  and  al- 
though it  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  council  of  the  3d  June, 
that  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
jnittee  to  mature  a  plan  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  normal  school  without  further 
consideration,  and   that  they  therefore 
postpone  taking  any  steps  for  the  pur- 
pose until  greater  concurrence  of  opinion 
IS  found  to  prevail,  vet  the  report  gives 
no  assurance  that  the  scheme  approved 
Dy  the  committee  of  the  13th  of  April 
may  not  be  carried  into  execution  at 
the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

'  That  under  these    circumstances, 
this  house  considers  itself  bound  by  ibc 
obligations  of  public  duty  to  present  an 
humble  address  to  her  majesty,  convey- 
ingtoher  majesty  the  resolutions  into 
which  It  has  entered,  and  humbly  prav- 
ing  that  her  majesty  will  be  graciiusly 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  no  steps 
shall  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  estS! 
Olibhment  or  foundation  of  any  plan  for 
the  general  education  of  the  people  of 
his  country,  without  giving    to    this 
house  as  one  branch  of  the  legislatui^ 

m.«c''P°^""'^?  ^J  ^""y  considering  a 
measure  of  such  deep  importance  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  community." 

i  he  marquess  of  Lansdowne,  in 
adverting  to  the  objections  made 
against  the  order  of  council,  said, 
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til  at  he  must  borrow  the  aid  of  the 
most  rev.  preLite's  magnifying  glass 
to  discern  wiih  any  plainness  the 
grounds  oil  which  they  rested.  In 
the  first  place,  his  grace's  motion^ 
though  professing  to  be  based  on 
that  document,  was,  unintentionally 
no  doubt,  an  incorrect  statement 
of  the  facts.  It  was  not  in  the 
order  of  council,  he  would  tell  him, 
where  he  found  the  later  part  of 
his  resolutions;  they  were  con- 
tained ill  a  letter  of  lord  John 
Russcir.s,  and  had  been  transferred 
from  that  letter  to  the  order  of 
council  appointing  the  committee. 
Those  words  therefore,  '*  all  mat- 
ters affecting  the  education  of  the 
people,"  were  purposely  omitted 
m  the  order.  Was  it  then  fUir, 
for  the  sake  of  raising  an  argument 
against  the  order  in  council,  to 
ascribe  to  it  a  proposition  which 
had  been  carefully  excluded  from 
it  1  Confining  the  order  in  council 
to  that  which  it  really  contained, 
what  difference,  he  would  ask,  was 
there  between  the  appointment  of 
three  or  four  of  her  majesty's  re- 
sponsible servants,  including  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
superintend  the  distribution  of  the 
money  voted  by  the  other  house, 
and  leaving  the  distribution  of  that 
money  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  alone.**  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  the  money  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  education  being 
the  money  of  the  whole  nation, 
of  the  throe  or  four  millions  sepa- 
rated from  the  church,  as  well  as 
of  tlie  members  of  the  establish- 
ment, the  moment  one  of  the  right 
rev.  bench  was  placed  upon  the 
board,  a  claim  would  arise  to  place 
some  dissenter  upon  it  also.  Would 
not  this  give  rise  to  many  differences 
and  difficulties?  It  was  further 
objected,  that  a  change  had  been 
made  in  the  usual  distribution  of 


the  parliamentary  grants  of  which 
no  notice  had  been  given  ;  but  in 
what  did  this  change  consist  ?  The 
persons  undertakitig  the  distribution 
of  these  funds  promised  that  the 
two  establishments,  already  in  ex* 
Istence  for  providing  education, 
should  still  be  considered  in  a  pecu- 
liarly fhvoul^ble  light  j  but  that, 
at  the  same  time,  tney  Would  not 
refuse  to  investigate  othet  claims, 
founded  oU  special  citiiumstances, 
and  particulatly  with  i^el^nce  to 
the  poverty  of  certain  distridts. 
Every  such  case,  however,  ifvas  to 
be  reported  to  parliament,  and  the 
discretion  of  the  committee  would 
be  liable  to  be  called  in  question, 
if  improperly  exercised.  It  had 
been  the  invariable  practioe  of 
parliament,  more  patticularly  of 
Inte  vears,  that  grants  of  this  kind 
should  be  made  in  the  house  of 
commons ;  that  they  should  be  car- 
ried by  address  to  the  (bot  of  the 
throne;  and  that  they  should  be 
administered  on  th^  respoiisibilitj 
of  the  government.  After  some 
ingenious  arguments,  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  shoW  that  there 
were  numelrous  prededetlts  to  jui- 
tify  the  proposed  graiit,  in  the  way 
parliament  had  dealt  towards  the 
East  and  Wes^  Indies  and  New 
Holland,  the  noble  lord  concluded 
a  very  able  speech  by  tnoving  the 
previous  question. 

The  bishop  of  Exeter  trusted  he 
might  be  forgiven,  if  he  vtftituted 
to  express  his  oWn  itidlvldual 
opinions  On  the  questions  which 
the  noble  marquess  had  put  to  the 
rev.  bench.  The  first  queition  put 
was  this ;  had  the  church  a  ri^t 
to  claim  the  education  of  the 
people  at  large,  including  that 
portion,  amounting  to  mansr  mil- 
lions  in  number^  which  did  nctt 
belong  to  her  fold.     He  wHs  Hot  Of 

opinion  that  the  chutcfa  bad  ft  nght 
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to  claim  the  enforcement  of  any 
system  of  education  on  the  people 
at  latg^,  and,  least  of  all,  on  that 
part  of  the  people  which  did  not 
Mon|  tb  it.  But  the  Church  had 
a  right  tb  demand  df  the  State 
such  a  grant  as  v/ould  enMe  it  to 
educate  all  within  its  pale.  The 
hejtt  question  was.  Whether  the 
ckin)  of  th^  church  of  £iigiaud 
extended  not  only  td  the  religious, 
but  ahto  to  the  si^cular  education  of 
the  people?  His  atlswet  to  this 
was,  not  that  the  church  pre^Uthed 
to  demand  the  direction  of  the 
5iecular  education  bf  thii^  country 
in  seculat^  tndtter^,  but  it  had  A 
right  to  receive  frotn  the  state  the 
itieans  bf  sahetifyitig  secular  in- 
structidti,  pattitularly  of  those 
classes,  whose  ineans  required  as<^ 
sistance  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  If  he  was  asked,  Whether 
the  state  Were  geUerally  tO  assist 
in  the  edUcatiori  of  petsons  who 
did  not  belong  to  the  church  re- 
cognised by  the  state,  he  would 
reply,  the  state  OUght  to  afford 
such  assistatice;  but  if  asked, 
whether  the  state  should  give  it 
specially  in  the  way  of  teaching 
religious  doctrines  which  the  state 
believed  to  be  falte,  he  should  say, 
with  equal  candour,  the  state  would 
depart  from  its  first  duty,  if  it 
dared  to  do  so.  The  right  rev. 
prelate  went  on  to  expose,  in  a 
vety  luminous  manner,  the  vulgar 
fallacies  on  this  dUestion,  and  tO 
show  that,  if  the  blaitie  rested  any 
where  of  bein^  backward  in  the 
cause  of  education,  it  Waj:  not  Witt 
the  chutch,  but  rather  With  the 
state.  At  Uo  period,  he  said,  since 
the  Reformation,  with  One  great 
exception,  had  the  state  stood  for- 
Ward  as  it  ought  to  have  dotle 
upon  this  question.  The  exceptiotl 
Was  afforded  by  one  of  the  best 
tttid  purest  of  men^  Mr.  Perceval. 


That  truly  christian  statesman, 
even  at  a  period  when  our  finances 
were  most  dilapidated,  proposed  a 
vote  of  100,000/.  for  extending  the 
iheans  Of  spiritual  instruction  tO 
the  pebjple,  through  the  increase  Of 
small  livings.  This  vote  WaS  con- 
tinued fot  eleven  years,  while  the 
country  Was  labouring  and  strug- 
gling through  difficulties  and  daii- 
Sers,  and  was  then,  to  the  etetrial 
isgrace  of  parliatiient,  withdrawn, 
when,  by  God's  blessitig  on  their 
efforts,  the  cbUntry  had  arrived  at 
a  state  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

After  Some  bbservatiohs  from  the 
bishop  of  Duthani  in  Opposition  tb 
the  government  plan,  and   ftom 
lord  FitzWilliam  aUd  the  bishpp  of 
Norwich  in  support  of  it,  the  bishop 
of  hotidoh  declared  his  reluctant 
purpose  of  voting  for  the  proposed 
resolutions,  condeiiiUatbry,  as  they 
Were,  of  a  highly  inlportant  med- 
sUre,  which  had  i-eceived  the  deter- 
ftiined   sanction   of  her  niajekty's 
gbVerhraent,  so  determined,  indeed, 
that  they  persevered  in  it,  notwith- 
standing the  loudly  expressed  dis- 
approbation of  the  country  at  large, 
upon    the  strength   of  an   ihsig- 
riiflcatit  tnajority  of  three  iti  another 
assembly.     The  rev.  prelate  Went 
on  to  observe,  that  the  acquisition 
bf  knowledge,  whifch  sharpens  the 
wit  of  mati,  exercises  his  faculties, 
and  Stores  his  memory,  while  it 
leaves  Untouched    the   coUscience 
arid  the  heat-t,  doeS  tiot,  of  necessity, 
benefit   the  perSoU  who  acquires 
it — that  education,  unsanctified  by 
religion,  is  evil  in  its  tendencies 
atid  injurious  in  its  results— was 
the  conclusion  of    sound  reason, 
confirmed  by  experietice.    He  then 
referred  their  lordships  to  the  edu- 
cationcil  statistics  of  Mr.  Guerry, 
with  which  many  of  them  were 
probably  acquainted.     His  words 
were  these:  ^'  While  crimes  agsliiist 
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the   person  are  most  frequent  in 
Corsica,  the  provinces  of  tlie  South- 
East,    and     Alsace,    where    the 
people  are  well  instructed,  there 
are  fewest  of  those  crimes  in  Berri, 
Limousin,  and  Brittany,  where  the 
people  are  the  most  ignorant.  And 
as  for  crimes  against  property,  it  is 
almost  always  those  departments 
which  are  hest  informed  that  are 
the  most  criminal  j  a  fact  which, 
if  the  tahles  he    not    altogether 
wrong,  shows  this  to  be  certain, 
that  if  instruction  do  not  increase 
crime  (which  may  be  a  matter  of 
dispute),    there  is   no  reason    to 
believe  that  it  diminishes  it/'    The 
cause    was    this;    the    education 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Guerry  was  a 
purely   secular    one,    untinctured 
with   religion.     The    government 
of  France  desired  it  to  be  otherwise, 
that  they   wished  to  supply  this 
fatal  defect  in  their  system  of  edu- 
cation.    This,   however,   had   not 
yet  been  done.     In  proof  of  this, 
the  bishop   quoted  from  a  report 
made  to  M.  Guizot  by  one  of  his 
agents,  who  says  of  the  schools  in 
France,  •'  As  to  moral  and  religious 
instruction,  there  is  none."     The 
same  result  was  deduced  from  the 
educational  statistics  of  America 
by  de  Beaumont  and  de  Tocque- 
ville,  as  occasioned  by   the  same 
defect,  namely,  that  nothing  de- 
serving   the    name    of    religious 
instruction  formed  an  essential  part 
of  the  established  system  of  edu- 
cation.    The  records  of  our  own 
criminal  courts  exhibit  proofs  of 
the  same  results  as  flowing  from 
mere  intellectual  education.     The 
intelligent  and   pious  chaplain  of 
the   New  Prison  at   Clerkenwell 
States,  in  his  report  of  last  year, 
"  Your  chaplain  finds  daily,  that 
those  whose  intellects  have  been 
most  cultivated  are  generally  most 
depraved.    Three  of  tjbe  best  so 


educated,  now  in  prison,  have  been 
committed — one  eight  times,  an- 
other seven  or  eight,  a  third 
twice." 

It  was  always  important,  the 
bishop  continued,  upon  subjects 
respecting  which  the  opinions  of 
men  were  much  divided,  to  learn 
the  sentiments  of  persons  of  en- 
larged and  philosophic  minds^  re- 
mote from  the  scene  of  contention, 
and  the  turmoil  of  political  conflicts. 
He  would,  therefore,  conclude  his 
speech  by  the  following  quotation 
from  the  report  of  a  very  eminent 
person,  M.  Cousin,  who  had  la- 
boured much  and  earnestly  in  the 
cause  of  education  in  France. 

'*  The  fundamental  principle  of 
the  government  of  the  schools  of 
primary  instruction  in  Prussia  is, 
that  the  ancient  and  beneficial 
union  of  popular  instruction  with 
Christianity  and  the  church  shall 
be  maintained  in  a  suitable  pro- 
portion, under  the  supreme  direc- 
tion of  the  state  and  of  the 
ministry  of  public  instruction  and 
worship.  In  every  case  the  clergy 
form  leading  members  of  the  com- 
mittee." **  I  ask,"  said  M.  Cousin, 
"  whether  we  desire  to  respect  the 
religion  of  the  people  or  to  destroy 
it?  If  we  undertake  to  destroy 
Christianity,  then  I  admit  we  must 
exclude  it  from  the  schools  of  the 
people,  but  if  we  aim  at  the  oppo- 
site result,  we  must  instruct  the 
children  in  the  religion  which 
civilized  their  fathers,  and  we  must 
let  the  clergy  perform  their  first 
duty — that  of  watching  over  the 
teaching  of  religion,  which  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  best  and  only  basis 
of  popular  instruction." —  •*  The 
more  I  consider  the  subject,  the 
more  I  converse  with  the  directors 
of  normal  schools  and  the  advisers 
of  the  ministry,— the  more  I  am 
persuaded  we  must  at  anjr  price 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [IG9 

come  to  an  understanding  with  less  and  unrt  fleeting,  as  to  be  now 
the  clergy  respecting  the  instruc-  led  away  by  the  vulgar  and  ex- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  make  reli-  ploded  outcry  of  danger  to  the  es- 
gious  teaching  a  special  and  care-  tablished  church,  although  20,000/. 
fully  conducted  branch  of  instruc-  a  year  had  been  annually  distri- 
tion  in  our  primary  and  normal  buted  by  government  at  their  dis- 
schools.  I  am  well  aware  that  cretion,  without  any  such  cry  being 
these  counsels  will  be  displeasing  raised.  How  much  more  had  he 
to  more  persons  than  one,  and  then  to  fear  for  the  plan  he  was 
that  at  Paris  I  shall  be  thought  a  himself  about  to  bring  forward, 
roethodist  j  and  yet  I  write  not  for  furnishing  every  parish  with 
from  Rome,  but  from  Berlin.  He  the  means  of  affording  to  all  classes 
who  thus  addresses  you  is  also  a  without  distinction  of  sects,  the 
philosopher,— once  the  object  of  benefits  of  education.  The  right 
suspicion  and  even  persecution  to  reverend  prelate  had  said,  no  men 
the  priesthood."  could  be  more  unfitted  to  act  as 
Lord  Brougham  now  rose  and  school-masters  than  her  majesty's 
observed,  that  after  what  he  had  ministers,  incapacitated  as  they 
heard  from  the  reverend  prelates  were  by  other  duties  and  so  on.  It 
(thebishops  of  London  and  Exeter,)  had  been  suggested  whether  they 
he  thought  himself  called  upon  to  were  to  whip  the  boys :  nobody 
take  apart  in  the  present  discus-  ever  dreamt  of  such  a  thing;  the 
sion.  What,  he  would  ask,  was  words  of  the  minute  were  "  that 
this  plan  which  had  excited  on  the  committee  of  the  privy  council 
their  part  so  much  apprehension  are  to  consider  all  matters  aflect. 
and  alarm }  A  mere  minute  of  ing  the  education  of  the  people." 
council,  recognizing  the  perform-  Was  it  ever  imagined  t^t  this 
ance  of  a  certain  function,  by  Jotir  meant  their  seeing  to  the  details 
members  of  the  privy  council,  of  education,  to  the  books  and 
which  heretofore  had  been  done  slates  used,  the  declensions  and 
by  one,  and  the  institution  of  one  inflections  of  grammar.^  The  right 
normal  school,  which  last  had  been  reverend  prelate  said,  that  men  in 
abandoned  by  the  government.  He  the  lower  station  of  life  were  not 
was  mortified  that  parliament  was  influenced  by  that  sanction  of 
not  ready  to  do  its  duty  to  the  peo«  honour,  which  produced  good  ef- 
ple ;  that  after  twenty-five  years  fects  in  men  of  higher  rank.  Now 
spent  in  deploring  the  want  of  the  sort  of  sanction  honour  gave 
public  instruction  in  this  country  was  of  a  doubtful  nature  in  the 
—after  all  parties  had  confessed,  upper  classes,  to  pay  damages  in 
that  the  people  of  England  were  certain  actions  rather  than  trades- 
less  educated  than  those  of  central  men's  bills,  to  prefer  paying  debts 
Europe,  and  only  better  than  the  of  honour  incurred  in  gambling, 
people  of  Spain  or  Italy,  all  they  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land, 
had  been  able  to  *'  screw  their  in  preference  to  just  and  lawful 
courage  to,"  was  asking  parliament  debts ;  to  take  offence  at  a  word 
for  a  paltry  30,000/.,  and  appoint-  and  go  out  and  kill  a  man,  to  give 
ing  a  committee  of  noblemen  to  up  all  intercourse  with  a  neigh- 
distribute  it.  It  was  still  more  hour  and  friend  and  relation,  who 
mortifying  to  find  there  existed  had  refused  to  go  out  and  kill  a 
millions  in  tbia  country  so  thought*  man.    Such  a  c^e  of  honour  was 
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whimsical  and  grotesque,  yet  tbis 
was  the  moral  dispensation  under 
which  we  lived,  and  which  he 
hoped  would  he  annihilated  when 
the  school^mtoter  was  abroad  some 
twenty  years  hence.  For  his  own 
part  he  acknowledged  no  suchl  is^ 
tibctionS  between  different  classeB 
of  society ;  vice  was  "  vice,"  crime 
Was  "crifiie/*  unlawful  conduct 
"  unlawful  conduct,''  whether 
committed  by  a  peer  or  a  peasant 
The  right  reverend  prelate  said, 
there  was  so  trifling  a  distance 
for  the  dissetifccrs  to  come  over  to 
the  church  that  it  might  easily  be 
overcome.  This  was  the  very  creed 
of  persecution,  the  latlguage  of  the 
inquisitor.  ''  The  difference  be* 
tweeil  us  is  sd  slight^  I  can  com- 
pel force  and  burn  you  into  com- 
pliance ;  mine  is  the  true  faith 
endowed  and  patronized  by  the 
state :  cotne  you  then  over  to  me/' 
Such  was  the  argument  used  by 
the  right  reverend  bench,  expanded 
into  tlie  language  of  the  inquisi- 
tion. 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
here  rose  to  order. 

The  noble  arid  learned  lord,  he 
said,  Was  doing  him  great  injustice 
in  fastening  so  invidious  an  argu- 
ment upon  him.  The  church  had 
been  accused  of  intolerance,  and 
in  refutation  of  that  charge  he  had 
said  the  clergy  had  shown  the 
greatest  willingness  to  educate  the 
children  of  dissenters,  and  that 
these  last  had  made  no  objection 
to  their  children  l)eing  so  educated, 
as  they  felt  the  difference  between 
them  and  the  church  was  so  trifl- 
ing as  to  be  easily  got  over. 

Lord  Brougham  in  resuming  his 
speech  said,  nothing  could  be  fur- 
ther from  his  intention  than  the 
purpose  ascribed  to  him  by  the 
most  rev.  prelate.  He  would  al- 
low that  the  established  church 


was  more  tolerant  in  practice  than 
itl  theory,  but  did  its  tolerance 
consist  in  permitting  'dissenting 
children  to  be  instructed  in  those 
schools  in  which  the  church  doc- 
trines alone  are  iatiffht  ?  This  did 
not  prove  the  church  of  Englatid 
to  be  tolerant,  but  the  disteuters 
to  be  either  indiffereht  or  insincere. 

More  uncalled  foi^  resolutions  he 
had  never  witnessed  ;  he  coiild  Un- 
derstand men  meeting  in  restries 
and  sending  up  3,000  petitions 
praying  their  lordships  to  take  de- 
cided steps  against  the  antl-christ, 
and  for  the  preserrtttion  of  oui 
holy  religion,  but  there  was  hofc  in 
the  measure  proposed  by  ministers 
a  Word  or  a  Whisper  agftfai^  the 
establishment^  on  the  oottttary, 
there  was  a  cledr  recogiiitiori  of. 
its  authority  in  the  appointment 
of  chaplain  of  the  chunin  to  cvely 
school,  which  was  fltl  integral  piti 
and  comer-stone  of  the  plati.  One 
normal  school  was  to  be  fotmed  for 
the  purpose  of  instructins  teachers. 
In  that  school  the  established  chuivh 
was  to  have  a  chaplain,  in  thilt 
single  school,  which  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  right  rev.  ptelaie,  to 
ruin  the  whole  established  chureli, 
and  sap  the  very  foundations  of 
religion. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  sald^  he 
begged  the  noble  and  learned  Idrd's 
pardon  ',  but  that  order  in  odtfildl 
Was  not  as  quiet  and  inilbcetit  as 
he  had  endeavoured  to  prove  it, 
even  iti  lord  Broughiltn's  dWn  TleW 
it  was  not  so  harmless  to  Uie  eata- 
blisbcd  church.  In  his  sptjMshes 
and  publications  on  this  suljjtiet, 
the  noble  lord  had  more  than  once 
stated  the  great  advantage  mtimng 
to  education  from  pfivat«  benefo- 
lence.  Let  theffl  see  ilow  wlMit 
would  be  the  consequenee  of  the 
govemnlent  system  ijP^  ^^^ 
source  of  assistaticei    The  order 
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in  council  stated  positively,  that 
**  if  atiy  school  accepted  any  money 
from  the  puhlic  it  should  immedi- 
ately come  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  and  he  subject  to  inspec- 
tion." The  board  having  pretiously 
required  that  half  the  sum  watit" 
ing  should  be  subscribed  by  private 
benevolence,  govdtnment  money 
Wiis  granted,  the  clergyman  was 
excluded,  and  the  school  caine 
under  the  inspection  of  the 
boai^i 

Viscount  Melbourne  made  a  few 
observations  to  the  same  effect  as 
lords  Lansdowne  and  Brougham. 
He  Said  there  appeared  to  hitn  to 
be  parliahientary  and  constitu^' 
tional  objections  to  the  last  fesolu- 
iion  tnoved  by  the  most  rev.  pre- 
late. That  resolution  was  for  an 
addre^ts  to  the  crown,  praying  the 
crown  not  to  take  any  step  to  estab- 
lish this  measure  finally,  without 
affording  their  lordships  an  oppor^^ 
t unity  of  giving  their  opinion  upon 
it.  The  Iresolution  did  not  say  the 
crown  had  exceeded  its  power  or 
prerogative.  There  was  no  reason 
for  resorting  to  parliament  for  what 
could  be  done  simply  by  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown.  He  thought 
it  would  be  wise  and  prudent  in 
their  lordships  to  pause  before  they 
adopted  the  address  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  moved.  The  house 
divided  on  the  previous  question^ 
Contents  present,  171  ;  Proxies, 
58— Total  229.  Not  contents  pre- 
sent, 80;  Proxies,  38— Total  118. 
Majority  for  the  first  resolu- 
tion,  111. 

In  consequence  of  this  majority 
in  favour  of  the  motion  of  the 
archbishop,  the  lords  went  in  a 
body  to  her  majesty  to  offer  their 
remonstrance  against  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  manner  of  distri- 
buting the  educational  grant,  to 
which  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 


return  the  following  gracious  an- 
swer : — 

**  I  duly  appreciate  your  ^ealfot 
the  interests  of  religion  and  yout 
care  for  the  established  church,  t 
am  ever  i^ady  tb  receive  the  ad- 
vice and  assistance  of  the  house  of 
lotds,  and  to  give  to  their  recom- 
mendations the  attetltion  Which 
their  aUthbritV  justly  deserves.  At 
the  same  time  I  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing my  regret  that  you  shduld 
have  tnought  it  necessary  to  take 
such  a  Step  on  the  preiient  occasion. 
You  may  be  assured  that  deeply 
sensible  of  the  duties  imposed  Upon 
me,  and  mofe  eispecially  of  that 
which  binds  me  to  the  support  of 
the  established  church,  I  shall 
always  use  the  powers  vested  in 
me  by  the  constitution  for  thd  ful- 
filment of  that  sacred  obligation. 
It  is  with  a  deep  sense  oi  that 
duty  that  I  have  thought  It  right 
to  appoint  a  cotnmittee  of  my  privy 
council  to  superintend  the  distri- 
bution of  the  grants  voted  by  the 
house  of  commons  for  public  edu- 
cation. Of  the  proceedings  of  this 
committee  annual  reports  will  be 
laid  before  parliament,  so  that  the 
house  of  lords  will  be  enabled  to 
exercise  its  judgment  upon  them, 
and  I  trust  that  the  sums  placed 
at  my  disposal  will  be  found  to 
have  been  strictly  applied  to  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  grant- 
ed, with  due  respect  to  the  rights 
of  conscience,  and  with  a  faithful 
attention  to  the  security  of  the 
established  church."  At  the  same 
time  the  clergy,  with  few  excep- 
tions, declined  having  any  partici- 
pation in  the  proposed  grant, 
saddled  as  it  was  with  conditions 
to  which  they  could  not  conscien- 
tiously give  their  assent.  A  great 
meeting  of  the  National  Society 
was  held,  and  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  to  extend  the  society    and 
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make  its  objects  known  throughout 
the  kingdom^  in  order  to  sliovv  in 
the  first  place,  that  there  was  no 
lukewannness  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  esta1)lish- 
ed  church,  and  also  to  make  com- 
pensation, as  far  as  possible,  to 
those  clergymen  who  had  refused 
to  accept  the  public  money  upon 
terms  which  in  their  consciences 
they  could  not  approve. 

About  ten  days  after  the  discus- 
sion in  the  house  of  lords^  lord 
Brougham  brought  forward  his 
own  plan,  but  as  it  excited  very 
little  interest  at  the  time,  and  as 
its  merits  were  not  at  all  canvassed 
by  the  house,  and  in  fact  the  con« 
sideration  of  it  was  adjourned  until 
the  next  session,  we  shall  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
any  details  as  to  the  constitution 
of  the  board  of  management,  and 
the  qualification  for  voting  and 
other  matters  connected  with  the 
noble  lord's  scheme,  which  were 
all  expounded  by  him  in  his  usual 
clear,  distinct,  and  comprehensive 
manner.     He  admitted,  however. 


that  notwithstanding  the  great  dif* 
ference  existing  in  the  minds  both 
of  lay  and  clerical  persons  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  education  to  be  given, 
it  was  a  matter  well  worthy  of  re- 
joicing that  this  important  subject 
had  at  length  engrossed  so  much 
attention.  Thirty  years  ago  it 
would  have  been  impossible,  upon 
a  matter  merely  of  public  educa- 
tion, to  have  got  such  an  assemblage 
of  their  lordships  together,  unex- 
ampled almost  in  point  of  numbers, 
and  all  taking  the  deepest  interest 
in  the  debate.  Thirty  years  ago 
the  man  who  should  have  avowed 
his  belief  that  he  should  live  to  see 
such  a  state  of  things,  as  that  the 
fate  of  a  government  should  depend 
on  such  a  question  as  this,  would 
have  been  deemed  an  enthusiast, 
and  a  visionary.  For  his  own  part, 
lord  Brougham  acknowledged  with 
deep  gratitude  that  such  a  change 
had  taken  place,  and  he  bestowed 
for  it  all  praise  on  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  that  }iower,  which 
brings  good  out  of  evil. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Affairs  of  Canada-'- Lord  Durham's  Report — French  Canadians''^ 
'  Misgovernment  of  our  North  American  Colonies — Causes  of  the  pre* 
sent  Discontents — Motion  Jbr  the  Correspondence  of  Sir  Francis 
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deen—  Lord  Durham '-^  Lord  Melbourne — Lord  Glenelg -^  Lord 
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borne '--  Taxation  of  Loiter  Canada  —  Lord  Brougham  —  Severe 
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THE  nocice  taken  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  parliament  of  the  difference 
that  hsid  so  long  distracted  the  Ca- 
nadas^ was  not  of  a  very  satisfactory 
description,  and  the  greatest  inter- 
est was  felt  hy  all  parties  in  s()ecu- 
lating  on  the  course  which  the 
government  would  pursue  in  refer- 


ence to  the  earl  of  Durham,  and 
on  the  nature  of  the  report  which 
he  was  ahout  to  lay  before  the 
country.  This  report,  or  a  consi- 
derablepart  of  it  transpired  through 
the  columns  of  the  Times  news- 
paper some  days  before  it  was  pre- 
sented to  either  house  of  parlia- 
ment^  or  made^own  to  the  officer! 
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of  the  government.  And  in  con- 
sequence of  this  most  unusual 
circumstance,  and  at  the  urgent 
request  of  lord  Durham  himself, 
lord  Melbourne  laid  the  report  and 
other  papers  respecting  Canada  on 
the  table  of  the  house  of  lords  on 
the  11th  of  February,  and  at  the 
same  time  expressed  his  hope  that 
before  the  Easter  recess  he  should 
be  enabled  to  introduce  a  measure 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  speedy 
end  to  the  discontents  in  that  part 
of  the  empire.  In  the  course  of 
the  discussion  that  followed,  lord 
Durham  said,  that  he  deeply  re- 
gretted the  premature  publication 
of  the  report)  although  from  his 
subsequent  statement  it  would  ap« 
pear  that  it  could  have  been  little 
matter  of  surpri^  to  his  lordship. 
There  had  been,  he  said,  an  under- 
standing with  the  ministry  that 
the  document  should  be  printed 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament 
in  order  to  save  time«  and  accord- 
ingly 2,000  copies  were  prepared, 
and  he  had  himself  half  a  doxen 
for  circulation  among  his  private 
friends. 

Lord  Wharncliffe  and  the  earl 
Wicl(low  censured  this  transaction 
as  altogether  irregular,  and  lord 
Melbourne  declared  his  total  igno- 
rance of  the  permission  for  private 
circulation,  hord  Weatmeath  said 
that  the  noble  earl  in  his  report 
had  stated,  that  the  country  was 
indebted  to  him  for  his  expenaes 
10,000/.  This  account  he  thought 
ought  to  be  settled  without  delay. 
Lord  Durham,  however,  disdained 
any  intention  of  calling  on  the 
country  for  a  single  sixpence,  and 
begged  that  the  question  of  his 
iqi^n  to  Canada  might  be  treated 
without  any  admixture  pf  these 
low  and  petty  personalities. 

The  chief  cause  of  all  the  trou- 
bles that  have  for  so  long  a  period 


disturbed  the  province  of  Lower 
Canada  is  to  be  found,  according 
to  this  report,  in  the  spirit  of  ex- 
asperation that  has  grown  up  be- 
tween the  two  races  by  whom  the 
colony  is  peopled.  It  is  possible 
that  under  a  better  system  of  ma- 
nagement, this  unhappy  temper 
would  never  have  been  called  forth, 
and  the  present  great  disparity  be. 
tweeii  the  numbers  of  the  two 
races  would  not  have  existed. 
During  the  eighty  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  the  conquest  of  Ca- 
nada, the  French  inhabitants  have 
increased  more  than  sevenfold,  or 
from  60,000  to  450,000  souls; 
while  the  English  settlers  as  yet 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  fourth 
of  the  entire  population,  notwith- 
standingj  the  great  tide  of  emigra- 
tion  which  has  set  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  which  in  the  nine  jwn 
between  1829  and  1887  landed 
from  this  kingdom  at  the  port  of 
Quebec  upwards  of  250^000  per- 
sons. A  large  proportioii  of  these 
emigrants  located  themselves  ip  the 
first  instance  in  the  colony,  while 
the  remainder  went  forward  to  the 
Upper  Province,  hut  of  those  who 
originally  settled  in  Lowar  Oanada 
many  appear  to  have  been  drawn 
away  by  the  superior  advantages 
offered  to  the  industrious  dasaes  in 
the  neighbouring  states  of  the 
Union.  Had  a  larger  pnrtioii  of 
the  colonists  been  Englldi  or  of 
English  origin,  such  a  state  of 
things  E(8  we  find  despril«d  in  lord 
Durham's  report  could  not  have 
arisen  -,  and  there  need  have  Infa 
no  more  cause  for  '*  exMueratiQii*' 
between  the  races  thfin^as  bwi 
experiepced  in  I^pi^irianA  between 
the  French  and  Am^ri(<AP  xwr 
dents  who  have  l)itbertQ  Uved  to- 
gether in  harmony.  Anoth^  im- 
pediment to  the  social  prepress  of 
these  states  may  be  found  in  the 
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igaort^noe.  in  which  the  naUve  Ca- 
^il^ns  have  heeq  suffered  to  grovir 
Dp^  not  much  tp  the  credit  oi  the 
colonial  legislature^  and  the  succes- 
sive sMixqiuis^tiratiQns  of  the  colony. 
We  wero  by  no  paeans  prepared 
for  the  ^tements  made  uppn  tthls 
sul^oft  hf  lord  Durham  which 
nroveji  if  ^pcufate,  how  wide  a  dif- 
lerence.  th^r^  sometimes  is  between 
th^.  performance  and  the  promise 
as  held  forth  in  official  papers.  Ac- 
cording to  returns  laid  before 
parliament  it  would  appeal  that  in 
the  year  18315  th^re  were  in  Lpwer 
Canada,  besides  "several  Ri)man 
Cath^dic  cplleges,  ^nd  a  number  of 
private  seminaries  for  the  higher 
Drf\nches  of  edweaHon/'  t\vo  gram- 
mar schools  one  at  Quebec  and 
th^  oth?r  at.  MontreaL  and  in  thp 
three  di8triet3  of  Quebec,  Mon- 
treal* ^ndThr^e  Rivers,  thirty-»fie- 
Vfp  fr^e  ishooU  with  }841  scholars, 
In  ^Uion  tp  these  there  were 
est^hlished  und^r  a  provincial  act 
of  parliament  1.171  elementary 
schools^  with  37^658  scholars^  dis- 
tributed through  the  colonies,  and 
jdaced  under  the  superintendence 
of  trustees  annually  elected  by  the 
inhabitants^.    The  schools  are  no 

doubt  there,  and  there  is  as  little 
reason  to  dqubt  that  the  money 
which  is  appropriated  to  their  spp!. 
port  is  dishursed^  but  the.  degree  pf 
iUility  which  attend^  them  m»y  be 
estiin«ited  by  th^  following  paJ^sage 

take.n  from  lord  Durham  ?  report. 

**  It  came  Ip  my  knowledge  that 
out  of  a  grc^at  number  of  boys  and 
girU  a^mbled  at  the  scbool  house 
dpor  of  St.  Thpmfus,  all  but  three 
admitted  upon  enquiry,  that  they 
could  not  read,  yet  th^  children  of 
this  large  parish  attend  school 
regularly,  and  actually  make  use 
of  books.  They  hold  the  cate- 
chism book  in  their  hands  as  if  they 
were  reading  while  they  only  re^ 


peat  its  contents  which  they  know 
by  rote."  The  only  exception  to 
this  state  of  things  made  by  lord- 
Durham  is  in  favour  of  the  Catho- 
lic clergy,  who  are.  represented  a? 
a  most  rpspectabie  and  well  con- 
ducted class  pf  men  who  have  sided 
at  all  timea  with  the  goypn^roent 
against  the^r  misguided  country- 
men, knowing  themste.lvps  to  be  ip 
truth  ministers  of  peace.  Therp  is 
no  combination  between  the  two 
races  for  public  objects.  All  pub- 
lic meetings,  no  matter  for  what 
purpose  they  are  palkd,  are  attend- 
ed exclu?5ively  by  one  or  other  of 
the  races."  They  cannot  harmonic 
even  in  asspciations  of  charity,  the 
only  public  occasion  on  \vhicb  they 
ever  meet  is  in  the  jury  box,  and 
there  they  meet  only  to  the  ob- 
struction pf  justice." 

More  noed  not  be  mi  on  this 
head  to  show  the  uH,?r  hopelessness 
of  ^l  attempts  to  improve  the  tone 
of  society  in  the  colony,  so  long  as 
this  exclusive  spirit  shall  be  allowed 
to  take  the  place  of  t,ho§e  better 
feelings  which  should  actuate 
members  of  the  same  community. 
There  is  indeed  one  bright  ^ppt  to 
which  we  gladly  turn,  exhibited 
in  the  total  absence  of  religious 
dissensions.  Sectarian  intolerance, 
says  lord  Purham,  is  not  merely 
not  avowed,  but  it  hardly  seeqi^  to 
influence  men's  feelings 

The  points  which  WP  have  thu^ 
hastily  run  over  are  tho^e  which 
although  they  have  been  most  in« 
fluential  according  tp  Iprd  Dur- 
ham, in  producing  the  eyils  which 
have  long    distracted    society   in 

Lower  Canada,  and  have  chiefly 

led  to  the  recent  arming  and  shed- 
ding of  blood,  are  precisely  those 
which  have  been  least  brought  in^ 
to  notice  in  any  previous  composi- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  province, 
and  for  this  reason,  they  have  the 


176j     -ANNUAL    REG  I  STER,  1839. 


least  interfered  with  the  course  of 
official  business.  While  we  have 
heard  nothing  of  this  utter  neglect 
of  the  education  of  their  youth,  and 
while  we  have  understood  but  little 
of  the  spirit  of  alienation  which 
has  converted  the  animosities  of 
social  life  into  the  gall  of  bitter- 
ness. We  have  been  made  fully 
acquainted  with  the  dissatisfaction 
arising  from  the  composition  of  le- 
gislative and  administrative  coun- 
cils, and  the  so  called  unconstitu- 
tional interference  of  government 
in  matters  of  re  venue.  These  points 
have  been  so  often  explained  and 
discussed  during  the  progress  of  the 
dispute,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
advert  more  particularly  to  them 
now.  The  broad  line  of  demarca- 
tion which  in  Jjower  Canada  sepa- 
rates parties  by  the  distinctive  cha- 
racters of  race,  has  no  existence  in 
the  upper  provinces,  nor  in  the  re- 
maining British  North  American 
colonies.  Neither  is  the  same 
amount  of  ignorance  ascribable  to 
their  several  populations,  nor  have 
these  latter  to  complain  in  any 
great  degree  of  the  absence  or  per- 
version of  justice ;  and  yet  disputes 
and  dissatisfaction  have  arisen  and 
still  continue  between  their  local 
legislatures  and  governments. 

On  the  15  th  of  February,  the 
duke  of  Wellington  in  the  house 
of  lords,  moved  an  humble  address 
to  her  majesty  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  sir  F.  Head  with 
her  majesty's  government  on  the 
affairs  of  Upper  Canada;  and 
also,  for  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  sir  J.  Colbome  and  her 
majesty's  government,  relative  to 
the  establishment  of  rectories  in 
Upper  Canada.  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne said,  it  would  be  extremely 
inconvenient  to  produce  the  whole 
of  the  papers,  but  he  was  ready  to 
iay^before  the  house  such  portions 


of  them  as  appeared  to  be  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  sir  F.  Head,  or 
which  afforded  general  informa- 
tion. If,  therefore,  the  noble  duke 
would  allow  him,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  the  motion  should  be  for 
"  copies  or  extracts,"  as  to  the 
correspondence  of  sir  J.  Colbome 
relative  to  the  establishment  of 
rectories.  It  was  very  voluminous, 
but  he  did  not  object  to  its  being 
produced. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  in  reply 
observed,  that  he  was  convinced 
from  what  he  had  seen  in  lord 
Durham's  report,  that  this  cor- 
respondence ought  to  be  produced. 
Sir  F.  Head  had  announced  his 
intention  to  publish  the  whole  of 
this  correspondence.  However,  he 
had  no  objection  to  alter  his  motion 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  viscount.  The  earl  of  Aber- 
deen said,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
house  to  proceed  to  legislate  on 
the  important  question  of  Canada, 
without  being  in  possession  of  this 
correspondence.  Lord  Durham  in 
his  report  had  of  ccjurse  made  cer- 
tain allusions  to  the  conduct  of  sir 
F.  Head,  but  it  was  for  her  ma- 
jesty's government  to  consider, 
whether  those  parts  of  the  report 
should  have  been  published  and 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  house. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
unprecedented  example  of  allow- 
ing the  noble  earl  to  make  a  printed 
report,  her  majesty's  government 
was  prevented  from  dealing  with 
it  as  it  was  their  duty  to  their 
sovereign  to  do  before  presenting  it 
to  that  house.  He  denied  that  any 
portion  of  that  report  should  have 
been  published  as  a  matter  of 
course,  all  reports  belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  crown,  and  it  was 
for  her  majesty's  ministers  to  pro- 
duce, on  their  own  responsibility, 
such  portions  only  of  these  reports 
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-is  they  thought  proper.  Lord 
Durham  agreed  entiielj  in  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  noble 
earl^  and  never  considered  any 
despatches  or  reports  furnished  by 
him  in  his  official  capacity  to  her 
majesty's  government  as  his  own 
pR^porty.  But  in  thiscase  the  report 
having  been  delivered  by  him,  and 
received  by  her  majesty's  minis- 
ten,  he  unquestionably  understood 
it  was  to  be  presented  on  the  first 
day  of  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
and  had^  at  the  time  when  he 
ad^ed  the  question  relative  to  its 
being  produced,  a  printed  copy  of 
the  report  in  his  hand,  and  was 
aware  that  several  hundred  copies 
had  been  prepared  for  circulation. 
It  subsequently  appeared  the  pre* 
sentation  of  that  report  was  post- 
poned, of  that  he  was  at  first  igno- 
rant, but  when  acquainted  with 
the  facty  he  felt  it  necessary  to  put 
the  question  as  to  when  the  paper 
was  to  be  produced.  Her  majesty 
having  expressed  her  approbation 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  prepared,  by  a  letter  from 
the  colonial  secretary,  he  conceived 
it  to  be  an  official  report  which 
would  immediately  be  presented  to 
parliament,  and  that  then  his  duty 
would  be  finished.  The  letter  to 
which  he  alluded  he  received  on 
the  Tuesday  night,  and  it  was  not 
until  Friday  that  he  made  any 
complaint  of  the  publication,  hav- 
ing, in  the  mean  time,  only  distri- 
buted about  half  a  dozen  copies  of 
the  report  among  his  immediate 
friends.  With  regard  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  duke,  any  one 
who  read  the  report  must  see,  that 
no  intention  whatever  was  mani- 
fested on  his  part  to  make  any 
charge  against  sir  Francis  Head. 
He  had  merely  stated  facts,  found- 
ed on  evidence  submitted  to  him, 
which  showed  the  feelings  preva- 
VoL.  LXXXI. 


lent  throughout  the  province.   No 
danger  could  possibly  arise  from 
the    publication    of    truths    well 
known   throughout    the   colonies, 
facts,    of    which    their    lordships 
might  be  ignorant,  but  which  were 
printed  in  all  the  newspapers  cir* 
culated  through  the  United  States; 
and  could  be  only  dangerous  if 
suppressed  in  this  country.     His 
only  object  in  framing  the  report, 
was  to  lay  before  their  lordships 
the  truth,  that  they  might  judge 
of  a  state  of  things  by  which  the 
conuexion    between   the  Canadas 
and  the  mother  country  was  placed 
in  fearful  jeopardy.     His  object 
was  to  perpetuate  that  connexion 
and   render   it    indissoluble,   and 
never  in  his  humble  situation  had 
he  been  able  to  render  a  greater 
service  to  his  country,  than  in  lay- 
ing before  the  house  a  statement 
which  would  at  least  compel  their 
lordships  to  direct    their    serious 
attention  to  this  important  subject* 
The  earl  of  Wicklovv  said,  he 
conceived  it    necessary  that    not 
only  lord   Durham's  report,    but 
any  report  given  by  lord  Gosford 
or  lord  Aylmer  should  be  laid  be- 
fore parliament.     Lord  Melbourne 
said,  he  was  anxious  to  afford  every 
information.     He  did  not   think 
the  noble  earl  had  any  right  to 
conclude,  that  his  report   in  full 
would  be  laid  before  parliament, 
but  that  government  now  had  no 
discretion  in  the  case.    He  believed 
all  lord  Gosford's  reports  had  al- 
ready been  submitted.    Lord  Glen- 
elg  entirely  agreed,  that  it  was  for 
ministers  to  decide  whether  this 
report  should  be  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, and  it  was  a  point  which 
rested  exclusively  with  every  go- 
vernment.   But  it  was  not  unusual 
to  print  public  documents  for  more 
convenient  consideration,   though 
not  for  the  purpose  of  premature 
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publication.;  such  printing,  how. 
ever,  took  place  under  certain  rules 
and  restrictions,  and  it  did  not  at 
all  follow  because  documents  were 
printed,  that  the  discretion  of  go* 
vernraent  as  to  laying  them  before 
parliament  was  thereby  abandoned. 
The  publication  of  this  report, 
rendered  it  unquestionably  neces- 
sary  that  the  correspondence  of  sir 
F.  Head  should  be  produced.  He 
had  before  objected  to  this  produc- 
tion, the  information  would  appear 
in  the  English  papers,  and,  per- 
haps, for  the  first  time,  certain 
persons  would  see  strong  animad- 
versions on  themselves,  without  the 
possibility  of  entering  into  the 
charges.  This  he  regretted  as  a 
great  misfortune,  at  the  same  time 
the  case  of  sir  F.  Head  would  not 
be  complete,  unless  the  whole  of 
those  papers,  naming  those  indivi- 
duab,  were  laid  before  Parliament; 
Lord  Brougham  cmncided  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  consent  of  govern^ 
ment  was  necessary  before  papers 
were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house ; 
that  documents  of  this  kind  should 
be  printed  before  presentation,  was, 
however,  by  no  means  unpre- 
cedented. If  they  got  abroad  pre- 
maturely, there  was  gross  breach 
of  trust,  not  on  the  part  of  the 
office  with  which  the  documents 
were  connected,  but  by  some  of 
the  persons  out  of  doors  througli 
whose  hands  they  must  pass.  He 
himself  well  recollected  a  breach 
of  confidence  which  had  occurred 
some  years  ago,  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings  on  an  Irish  bill,  and 
which  to  this  day  was  a  matter  of 
surmise  and  suspicion,  but  it  was 
fair  to  add,  no  suspicion  rested  in 
any  degree  with  the  government 
office.  Lord  Ellenborough  having 
expressed  his  desire,  that  an  en- 
quiry be  made  as  to  under  whose 
direction  2,000  copies  of  the  report 


had  been  printed ;  the  earl  of  Dur- 
ham said,  the  printing  took  place 
by  the  direction  of  sir  George 
Grey,  the  under  secretary,  and 
one  of  his  (lord  Durham's)  late 
secretaries. 

Lord  Durham  said,  no  commu- 
nication had  taken  place  between 
him  and  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  department  on  the  subject, 
except  in  writing.  Reference  had 
been  made  to  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  (lord  Durham)  by  the  noble 
lord,  late  secretary  for  the  colonies, 
on  the  5th  instant,  and  a  meaning 
put  upon  part,  in  which  he  did  not 
concur.  Now  he  would  ask,  whe. 
ther  there  would  be  any  objection 
to  the  production  of  that  letter, 
and  would  move  that  it  be  laid 
before  the  house. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Turton 
as  secretary  to  lord  Durham  was 
another  topic  which  had  excited 
severe  animadverrion  on  the  part 
of  the  public  press,  and  it  certainly 
betrayed  in  those  who  appointed 
him,  a  great  indifference,  not  to 
say  defiance,  of  public  opinion : 
the  crime  proved  against  that  indi- 
vidual in  the  ecclesiastical  courts 
being  in  a  moral  and  social  point 
of  view,  of  a  very  aggravated  cha. 
racter.  Lord  Winchilsea  had  re- 
peatedly questioned  lord  Melbourne 
on  this  subject,  and  not  having  re- 
ceived any  satisfactory  reply,  he 
moved,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
pursuant  to  a  notice  he  had  given, 
that  a  humble  address  be  presented 
to  her  majesty  praying  that  she 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  house  any  correspondence  that 
had  passed  between  ner  majesty's 
government  and  lord  Durham, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Turton.  Lord  Winchilsea  said, 
that  having  had  the  acquaintance 
of  that  individual,  it  was  a  painful 
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ioty  to  him  to  bring  this  matter 
bofere  the  bouse,  but  bad  he  been 
his  nearest  and  dearest  friend,  he 
should  have  taken  the  same  course. 
A  short  and  somewhat  unsatisfao- 
fory  discussion  took  place  in  which 
lord  Melbourne  defended  his  own 
conduct  and  repeated  that  he  had 
seen  the  appointment  in  the  Ga- 
sette  with  surprise  and  concern. 
Lord  Brougham  made  rather  an 
eccentric  speech,  in  which  he  de- 
scribed Mr.  Turton  as  being  a  man 
of  the  highest  talent,  the  most  pro- 
found iniormationy  and  with  this 
one  exception,  the  most  upright 
cbaractw.  Lord  Durham  took  the 
whole  responsibility  of  the  ap. 
pointment  on  himself,  and  insisted 
he  was  justified  in  giving  what 
appointment  he  pleased  to  Mr. 
Turton.  He  had  known  him  from 
bis  earliest  inftncy,  but  had  been 
separated  from  him  by  the  chances 
i^life.  He  knew  also  Mr.  Tur- 
ton's  high  professional  reputation, 
and  that  he  had  been  employed  as 
advocate-general  in  India,  by  lord 
Comber  mere,  for  above  a  year  and 
a  quarter,  that  lord  Amherst  con- 
firmed that  appointment,  and  he 
discharged  the  duty  so  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  governor  and 
council  in  India,  that  they  did  a 
most  unprecedented  thing,  namely, 
they  voted  him  5,000  sicca  rupees, 
and  also  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
conduct.  It  was  not*  therefore,  to 
be  endured  that  he  (lord  Durham) 
was  to  be  taunted  for  appointing 
to  this  trumpery  office,  a  man 
who  had  filled  the  highest  judicial 
situation  in  India.  Nor  was  that 
all,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  three 
presidencies  elected  him  to  be  their 
agent  in  this  country.  Lord  Dur- 
ham threatened,  moreover,  that  if 
this  matter  were  persisted  in  fur- 
ther, he  would  not  rest  until  he 
had  got  an  inquiry  into  the  case  of 


every  public  man  who  had  received 
official  employment  after  having 
been  convicted  of  the  same  kind  of 
immorality  as  Mr.  Turton.  Lord 
Winchilsea  replied,  that  he  had 
brought  the  matter  before  the 
house  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and 
he  was  not  to  be  diverted  by  taunts 
or  threats,  let  them  come  from 
what  quarter  they  might. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  desirable 
here  to  state  generally  what 
is  the  line  of  policy  which  lord 
Durham  in  his  report,  recommends 
the  legislature  to  pursue  with  a 
view  of  removing  altogether  the 
discontents  prevailing  in  the  Ca- 
nadas.  No  change,  according  to 
his  lordship,  is  required  in  the 
principles  of  government  hitherto 
recognized  in  that  country,  nor 
any  adoption  of  new  constitutional 
theories.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
follow  out  consistently  the  princi- 
ples of  the  British  constitution  and 
to  introduce  into  the  government 
of  the  colonies  certain  provisions 
necessary  for  the  efficient  working 
of  the  representative  system.  With 
a  view  of  carrying  these  objects 
into  effect,  lord  Durham  would 
place  the  internal  government  of 
the  colonies,  as  much  as  possible, 
under  the  direction  of  the  colonists 
themselves,  and  allow  them  to  exe- 
cute as  well  as  make  the  laws.  He 
would  limit  the  interference  of  the 
imperial  government  and  legisla- 
ture strictly  to  such  matters  as 
affect  the  relations  of  the  colonies 
with  the  mother  country  ;  and  he 
enumerates  as  the  only  points  on 
which  such  a  control  is  advisable 
— the  constitution  of  the  form  of 
government,  the  regulation  of 
foreign  relations  and  of  trade,  and 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands. 
A  perfect  subordination  on  these 
points  would  be  always  cheerfully 
lUiknowledged  by  the  colonists  in 
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return  for  the  advantages  they 
would  derive  from  their  connection 
with  a  great  empire.  The  pracli- 
cal  results  upon  which  his  lord- 
ship would  depend  mainly  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  end  pro- 
posed are  as  follows.  1st.  The 
establishment  of  a  good  system  of 
municipal  institutions.  2nd.  The 
establishment  of  a  sound  and  gene- 
ral system  for  the  management  of 
the  lands  and  the  settlements  of 
the  colonies^  placing  the  entire  ad- 
ministration in  those  respects  under 
the  control  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment. 3rd.  The  imparting  a  na- 
tional character  to  Lower  Canada^ 
which  character  must  be  that  of 
the  British  empire,  and  without 
effecting  the  change  so  rapidly  or 
80  roughly  as  to  shock  the  feelings 
and  trample  on  the  welfare  of  the 
existing  generation,  to  establish 
an  English  population  with  Eng- 
lish laws  and  language.  This  re- 
sult it  is  proposed  to  obtain  by 
the  fusion  of  the  government  in 
that  of  one  or  more  of  the  sur- 
rounding provinces,  that  is,  by  the 
formation  of  them  into  a  perfect 
legislative  union,  over  which  one 
legislative  body  shall  exercise  uni- 
versal authority  exactly  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  parliament 
legislates  alone  for  the  whole  of 
the  British  Isles.  4th.  The  im- 
mediate passing  of  an  act  by  the 
imperial  legislature  to  repeal  the 
act  of  the  31st  Geo.  3rd  and 
thereby  re-uniting  the  Canadas 
under  one  legislature  and  re-con- 
stituting them  as  one  province. 
This  act  to  contain  provisions  by 
which  any  or  all  of  the  other  north 
American  colonies,  may  on  the 
application  of  the  legislature,  be 
with  the  consent  of  the  two  Ca- 
nadas, or  their  united  legislature, 
admitted  into  the  union  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  between 


them.  5th.  To  appoint  a  parlia- 
mentary commission  to  determine 
the  number  of  members  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  provincial  parliament 
from  each  district  in  proportion  to 
its  population.  6th.  That  the 
same  commissioners  shall  form  a 
plan  of  local  government  by  elect- 
ive bodies  subordinate  to  the  gene- 
ral legislature,  who  are  to  exercise 
such  a  control  over  local  affairs, 
as  do  not  fall  within  the  province 
of  general  legislation.  7th.  To 
establish  a  general  executive  and  a 
supreme  court  of  appeal  for  all  the 
North  American  colonies.  8th. 
To  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
legislative  councils,  so  as  to  make 
them  act  as  an  useful  check  on 
the  popular  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, without  offering  those  occa- 
sions of  irritation  which  have 
hitherto  resulted  from  such  inter- 
ference. 9th.  To  give  up  at  once 
to  the  provincial  legislature  all 
the  revenues  of  the  crown  except 
those  derived  from  the  sale  &c.  of 
public  lands  on  the  concession  by 
that  legislature  of  an  adequate 
civil  list.  10th.  To  assimilate  the 
government  of  that  colony  as  much 
as  possible  to  that  of  the  united  king- 
dom, by  rendering  all  the  provin- 
cial officers  except  the  sovemor 
and  his  secretary  responsible  to  the 
colonial  legislature.  With  this 
view,  the  governor  should  be  in- 
structed to  carry  on  his  govern- 
ment by  ''Heads  of  departments 
in  whom  the  colonial  legislature 
shall  repose  confidence"  in  other 
words  that  an  adverse  vote  of  the 
house  upon  any  point  affecting  the 
general  policy  of  the  government 
shall  occasion  as  in  this  country, 
ft  change  of  ministry  in  the  co- 
lony. 11th.  That  the  independ- 
ence of  the  judges  shall  be  secured. 
12th.  That  no  money  votes  shall 
be  originated  in  the  parliament, 
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without  the  previous  consent  of 
the  governor  on  the  part  of  the 
crown.  13th.  That  all  former  le- 
gislative provisions  with  respect  to 
reserves  of  land  for  the  clergy  shall 
berepealed.  14th.  That  emigration 
to  the  colonies  shall  he  promoted  on 
the  greatest  possible  scale^  accord- 
ing to  the  system  which  forms 
the  subject  of  a  separate  report, 
and  which  system  shall,  without 
entailing  any  expense  on  Eng- 
land or  her  colonies,  provide  the 
necessary  funds  for  that  object, 
and  for  improving  the  means  of 
communication  throughout  the 
provinces.  Many  other  sugges-* 
tions  for  improvements  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colonies  are  to  be 
found  in  the  report,  but  the 
above  comprises  all.  the  most  im- 
portant of  its  recommendations. 

To  those  who  can  only  regard 
municipal  councils  '^  as  normal 
schools  for  agitation,"  it  may  ap- 
pear hazardous  to  call  such  insti- 
tutions into  existence  in  a  com- 
munity where  agitation  has  so 
recently  terminated  in  open  and 
armed  rebellion,  but  we  can  scarcely 
consider  this  recommendation  in 
such  a  light.  In  a  country  like 
England,  notwithstanding  its  small 
geographical  extent,  and  the  per- 
fection of  its  means  of  communica* 
tion,  it  is  still  felt  to  be  imprac- 
ticable to  include  the  local  con- 
cerns of  every  district  among  the 
duties  of  the  general  government, 
how  much  less  practicable  must  it 
be  in  a  country  where  the  popula- 
tion is  thinly  scattered,  and  where 
the  means  of  intercourse  are  so 
very  imperfect.  But,  after  all,  the 
proposal  for  the  amalgamation  of 
the  two  provinces,  is  the  question 
ofgreatest  importance,  and  although 
much  opposition  must  be  expected 
and  serious  difficulties  be  overcome, 
before  such  a  scheme  can  be  car- 


ried into  effect)  it  must  neverthe* 
less  be  admittted  that  there  is  a 
great  identity  in  the  interests  ma- 
terial, as  well  as  political,  of  the 
two  provinces. 

If  no  other  consideration  had 
served  to  prevent  their  severance, 
the  fact  of  the  sole  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  rest  of  the  world  on 
the  part  of  Upper  Canada  being 
through  the  lower  province,  should 
of  itself  have  been  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  The  St.  Lawrence 
with  its  chain  of  lakes,  the  great 
commercial  high  road  of  the  Cana- 
das,  requires  improvement  in  order 
to  the  full  developement  of  the 
powers  and  resources  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  this  can  never  be  un-< 
dertaken  and  accomplished,  while 
their  public  revenues  are  disunited. 
It  further  appears  quite  evident, 
from  the  experience  of  the  last  few 
years,  as  well  as  from  the  facts 
newly  brought  to  light  by  lord 
Durham's  report,  that  there  is  little 
reason  to  hope  for  cordiality  be- 
tween the  provincial  parliament  of 
Lower  Canada  and  the  govern- 
ment, so  long  as  a  majority  of  its 
members  shall  be  sent  to  represent 
the  feelings  and  peculiar  interests 
of  the  French  section  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  me- 
thod altogether  so  simple  and 
natural,  and  so  little  liable  to  oh* 
jection  whereby  that  majority  can 
be  neutralized,  as  the  union  of  the 
two  legislatures,  or  rather  the  elec- 
tion of  members  from  every  district 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  to  the 
same  house  of  representatives.  By 
such  a  course  the  French  party 
would  still  exercise  a  great,  though 
not  overwhelming  influence,  while 
'  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  lower 
province  would  come  in  aid  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  other,  and  would 
be  employed  for  the  prosecution  of 
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works  essential  to  the  social  pro- 
gress df  both.  These  are  the 
principtil  considerations  that  may 
be  urged  for  the  it -union  of  the 
two  provinces,  and  so  forcibly  im- 
pressed were  her  majesty's  minis- 
ters with  their  weight  and  import- 
ance, that  on  the  3rd  of  May,  lord 
Melbourne  presented  the  following 
message  from  the  Queen  to  the 
imperial  parliament. 

Victoria  R. 

"  Her  majesty  thinks  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  house  of  lords,  that 
it  appears  to  her  majesty  that  the 
future  welfare  of  her  majesty's 
subjects  in  Upper  and  Lower  Ca- 
nada would  be  promoted  by  the 
union  of  the  said  provinces  into  one 
province,  for  the  purpose  of  legis-* 
lation,  from  and  after  the  period  to 
be  fixed  by  parliament. 

"  Her  majesty^  therefore,  recom- 
mends it  to  the  house,  to  consider 
such  measures  as  may  be  submitted 
to  them  for  that  purpose. 

''  Her  majesty  is  persuaded,  that 
the  house  of  lords  will  be  careful 
to  combine  a  due  regard  for  the 
peace  and  security  of  these  impor- 
tant provinces  with  such  provisions 
as  may  be  conducive  to  the  welfare 
of  England,  and  the  permanent 
freedom  and  prosperity  of  her 
North  American  provinces.'* 

This  message  from  her  majesty  was 
not,  however,  taken  into  considera- 
tion until  the  3rd  of  the  month  fol- 
lowing, when  lord  John  Russell  rose 
and  addressed  the  house.  He  said 
it  had  now  become  his  duty  to  call 
upon  the  parliament  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Canada.  He 
thought,  upon  general  grounds* 
there  were  sufficient  reasons  for 
introducing  some  measure  into 
parliament  with  r^ard  to  those 
complicated  and  disturbed  affairs. 
Various  reports  from  commissioas 


of  inquiry  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  house,  and  tbe  abrupt 
termination  of  the  mistion  of  lord 
Durham,  made  it  inexpedient  to 
appoint  any  other  person  with 
similar  authority.  But,  there  were 
also  special  reasons  why  parliament 
'  should  declare  its  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  principle  upon  which 
the  legislation  of  Canadm  waste  be 
guided.  When  parliament  last 
year  passed  en  act  which  was 
agreed  to  by  large  majorities  in 
both  houses,  to  provide  for  the 
temporary  government  of  Canada, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  powers 
granted  by  the  act,  were  ao  exten- 
sive, and  partook  so  much  of  an 
arbitrary  nature,  that  it  wonld 
be  unnecessary  for  the  person  exer- 
cising the  authority  of  the  cniwn 
in  Canada,  to  apply  to  the  home 
government  for  any  further  powers 
m  order  to  preserve  peace  in  those 
provinces.  But,  at  the  end  of  tiie 
last  session  of  parliament,  in  eonse- 
quence  of  an  ordinance  pasied  fay 
lord  Durham,  new  views  were 
stated  with  respect  to  the  powets 
conferred  by  that  act  of  parliament; 
and  very  learned  authorities  not 
only  questioned  that  particular 
ordinance  of  lord  Durham,  but  dis- 
puted altogether  the  extenaiTB  na- 
ture of  the  powers,  which  bad  been 
in  the  opinion  of  the  govemnKUt 
fortified  by  that  of  the  bird  obatt^ 
cellor  and  the  attomey-gencnd 
conferred  upon  the  govemocfgtee* 
ml  of  Canacla.  The  oonseqneiiee  of 
that  interference  of  parliaasent  wa^ 
that  a  tribunal  in  Lower  Cmomlk, 
expressed  on  one  particidar  ^woa- 
sion  strong  doubts  as  to  tbe  tididitj 
of  the  act  to  enable  the 


general  of  Canada  to  detain  pmsssi 
suspected  of  high  treason.     Two  af 


the  judges  concurred  lA  ai 
that  the  person  so  detained, 
entitled  to  a  writof  hnbaaj  oorfna. 
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Tho  governor,  by  the  exercise  of 
aa  Authority  very  arbitrary,  but 
Yery  necessary,  jrefused  to  allow 
tbia  writ  to  be  executed.    He  jus- 
tified Uie  officer  who  refused  to 
jiHKiduce  the  body  of  the  prisoner^ 
and  auspended  the  judges  who  had 
given  an  opiuion  contrary  to  the 
e%ct  of  bis  ordinanQest    In  the 
cireumstanoes  in  whiah  Canada  was 
then  placed>  with  an  impending 
i>ebe]U(m  «nd  resistance  already  be- 
gim  i&  aome  of  the  provinces,  bad 
Ike  gov^nor  acted  otherwise,  the 
oonsequeocc^  of  his  agitation  would 
have  been  great  bloodshed*  and* 
pefbapi,  the  actual  aafety  of  the 
provinioes  would  have  been  endan- 
geredr    Aft  ibe  same  time,  an  act 
of  parliament  should  not  be  left  in 
sii^  a  state  as  to  oblige  the  gq-r 
vemor  to  resort  to  such  an  extreme 
measure  as  the  suspension  of  the 
judges,  who  had  doubtless  acted 
from  themost  conscientious  motives. 
The  act  of  1791,  lord  John  Rus, 
sell  went  on  to  observe,  was  founded 
on  these  two  principles.  First,  that 
by  dividing  the  province  into  two, 
the  French  population  might  re^ 
main  in  that  portion  called  Mwer 
Canada,  whilst  British  emigrants 
would  have  free  scope  for  their  in- 
dustry* and  power  to  establish  their 
own  institutions  and  customs  in  the 
other  porticm  of  the  province  which 
was  to  be  called   Upper  Canada. 
Another  reasofi   was,  the  French 
inhabitants  being  y^ry  loyal  to  the 
erown,  pf  yery  simple  habits,  and 
possessing  institutiiins    to    which 
they   were  much  at<;ached,  it  was 
advisable,  that  nieans  for  maintain- 
ing those  institutions  should    be 
preserved  to  then?.  Readily  allow- 
ingi  as  lord  John  did,  that  there 
might  have  been  at  the  tiine  reasons 
wUch   cannot    now  properly   be 
judged  for  introducing  the  consti- 
tutiooalact  of  1791|  still  ppon  both 


these  grounds  he  regarded  it  as  a 
mistaken  act  of  policy.  It  appeared 
quite  impossible  so  to  contrive  a 
division  of  the  two  races  as  to  keep 
the  British  in  Upper  Canada  dis^ 
tinct  from  the  French  in  the  lower 
province.  He  did  not  thiuk  there 
was  any  thing  in  the  old  French 
institutions  or  the  habits  of  the 
people  which  deserved  to  be  re. 
tained.  For  many  years  the  people 
of  Lower  Canada  being  chiefly 
French,  n^ade  no  opposition  to  the 
government  at  home,  but  in  time 
there  grew  up  a  considerable  popu«< 
lation  of  British  race  possessing  a 
great  spirit  of  British  enterprise 
and  large  corameroial  capital,  and 
ans^ious  to  push  to  the  utmost  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
rich  soil  and  opportunities  of  trade 
afforded  by  the  position  of  Lower 
Canada.  The  result  was,  the  house 
of  assembly  strongly  opposed  the 
views  of  the  crown  iu  England, 
whose  practice  had  been  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  the  supplies  of 
Lower  Canada>  which  were  never 
voted  by  the  house  of  assembly. 
There  thus  grew  up  a  constant 
source  of  irritation  between  the 
members  of  the  house  of  assembly 
chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Canada,  and  the  British  majority  in 
the  legislative  council,  placed  there 
by  the  crown.  A  committee  was 
appointed  in  1828,  which  made 
various  propositions  of  amendment; 
these*  it  must  be  said*  were  fairly 
admitted  by  the  government  of  this 
country,  but  the  house  of  assembly 
elated  by  a  triumph  over  the  mother 
country,  made  demands  totally  in- 
compauble  with  the  relations  be* 
tween  the  parent  state  and  a  colony 
{n  consequence  of  these  proceed«> 
ings,  he  proposed  in  the  year  1837 
certain  resolutions  to  the  house, 
which  were  adopted  by  a  great 
majority.    These  resolutions  ne^a- 
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lived  the  proposal  of  the  assembly  of 
Lower  Canada^  and  declared  the 
resolution  of  this  house    not  to 
agree  to   the  demands  which  the 
house  of  assembly  had  said  were 
the  sine  qud  fion  for  granting  these 
supplies — they  went  on  to  declare, 
that  the  house  of  Commons  would 
by  authority  of  parliament^  provide 
for  payment  of  those  servants  of  the 
crown  in  Canada^  whom  the  as* 
sembly  had  for  more  than  three 
years,  left  without  any  pay.     The 
consequence  of  this  proceeding  was 
incres^sed  discontent  amongst  the 
French  leaders  and  their  followers 
in  Lower  Canada.     This  state 'of 
things  was  considerel  so  dangerous 
by  lord  Gosford,  who  was  then  go  • 
vernor  of  that  province,  that  he  is- 
sued a  warrant  for  the  apprehen- 
sion, on  charge  of  high  treason,  of 
many  members   of  the  house  of 
assembly,  who^  with  few  excep- 
tions, immediately  left  the  country. 
The  rebellion  then  took  place,  on 
which  was  founded  the  act  of  last 
year.     In  consequence,  and  under 
the    powers    of    that    act,    lord 
Durham  was  sent  to  Canada,  and 
considering  the  difficulties  of  the 
administration,  and   the  immense 
amount  of  business,  the  attention 
he  paid  to  the  whole  state  of  the 
province   shows,  that  had  he  re- 
mained for  the  whole  time  orig- 
inally contemplated,  a  very  satis- 
factory and  detailed  account  would 
have  been   received  from  him   of 
measures,  by  which  the  evils  of 
Canada  could  have  been  remedied. 
As  the  matter  stood,  the  report  of 
lord   Durham   contained  a    very 
forcible  picture  of   the  evils    of 
Lower  Canada,  and  of  the  animos^ 
ities  existing   between    the    two 
races  of  the  British  and  French  in 
that  colony.     Lord  John  Russell 
then  proposed  his    remedies   for 
those  grievanQesj  in  the  re«unioa 


of  the  two  provinces.  He  found, 
he  said,  that  whether  with  regard 
to  political  or  material  interests, 
the  act  which  separated  the  pro- 
vinces, was  the  cause  of  the  politi- 
cal dissensions  in  Lower  Canada, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  arrested 
all  enterprises  of  public  utility, 
and  impeded  the  course  of  com- 
merce in  the  u[^r  province. 
Another  plan,  lord  John  Russell 
then  said,  had  been  suggested,  by 
which  the  power  of  the  governor 
and  the  special  council  in  Lower 
Canada,  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
of  the  taxes,  and  to  make  laws 
for  that  province,  should  be  con- 
tinued. A  third  plan,  was  that 
proposed  by  sir  Francis  Head, 
namely— -that  the  district  of  Mon- 
treal should  be  added  to  Upper 
Canada,  and  that  Lower  Canada 
should  be  differently  governed.  To 
both  these  plans,  there  were  in  his 
lordship's  opinion  insuperable  ob- 
jections, and  he  knew  not  to  what 
they  could  resort,  unless  by  a  union 
of  the  two  provinces,  to  give  to  th6 
British  population  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, and  the  British  and  French 
population  of  Lower  Canada^  equal 
and  free  institutions,  by  which  a 
representative  constitution  might 
be  carried  into  e£fect,  and  all  means 
of  promoting  the  prosperity  of  both 
provinces  be  fully  obtained.  There 
had  been  another  scheme  for  the 
confederation  of  all  the  North 
American  provinces,  each  having  a 
separate  assembly^  and  at  the  same 
time  one  supreme  assembly  over 
all.  Upon  that  subject  he  consulted 
sir  James  Kemp,  whoseopinion  was 
always  of  great  weight  in  reference 
to  Canadian  affairs,  and  who  said, 
from  the  state  of  the  provinces,  he 
was  convinced  such  an  union 
would  not  be  practicable  and  lord 
Durham  was  of  the  same  opnioni 
In  connection  with  this  subject 
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lord  John  adverted  to  one  portion  *'  Resolved^  that  while  it  is  expe- 
of  lord  Durham's  report,  in  which  dient  to  improve  the  composition 
it  was  proposed,  power  should  be  of  the  executive  council  of  Lower 
given  to  the  governor  to  suspend  Canada,  it  is  unadvisable  to  sub- 
by  proclamation  the  writs  for  any  ject  it  to  that  responsibility  de^ 
electoral  districts  in  which  dis.  manded  by  the  house  of  assembly 
turbances  might  have  taken  place,  in  that  province."  The  house 
stating  specifically  the  grounds  for  came  to  that  resolution,  and  no« 
such  suspension.  This  he  said,  thing  in  the  report  had  shaken 
appeared  a  very  objectionable  power  the  argument  by  which  he  had 
to  be  given  to  the  governor.  Lord  then  supported  it. 
Durham  also  proposed,  that  there  It  seemed,  that  in  Lower  Ca« 
should  be  local  elective  bodies  in  nada,  there  had  been  for  a  long 
the  provinces  subordinate  to  the  time  a  strong  party  anxious  for 
general  legislative  body,  in  which  such  an  union  as  that  which  was 
proposition  lord  John  Russell  was  now  proposed,  and  declaring  it 
disposed  to  agree.  He  thought  was  the  only  means  for  providing 
they  should  be  elective  bodies  in  for  the  true  interests  of  the  coun. 
the  shape  of  municipal  bodies,  try.  This  lord  John  observed, 
with  power  to  levy  local  taxes  for  was  distinctly  stated  in  several  of 
the  formation  of  roads,  bridges^  the  addresses,  especially  in  one 
and  other  necessary  local  purposes,  presented  to  lord  Durham,  by  an 
With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  association  of  Montreal.  The  le« 
the  legi^ative  council,  the  report  gislature  of  Upper  Canada,  had 
of  lord  Durham  did  not  contain  decided  in  favour  of  a  general 
any  very  different  proposal  from  the  adherence  to  the  proposal  for 
resolution  of  that  house— « which  union,  but  at  the  same  time  in* 
declared  it  was  not  expedient  to  sisted  upon  conditions  which  could 
give  the  legislative  council  an  notbereasonably  or  fairly  granted, 
elective  character,  but  to  give  it  They  had  "  Resolved,  that  the 
greater  weight,  with  the  view  of  experience  of  the  past  year  con- 
inspiring  more  confidence  in  its  firms  the  house  in  the  opinions 
proceedings.  With  regard  to  the  then  expressed;  and  they  are  still  of 
crown  revenues,  he  would  propose,  opinion,  that  a  united  legislature 
that  the  assembly  should  have  the  for  the  Canadas  on  the  terms  then 
power  of  applying  them  ;  when  a  proposed  is  indispensable ;  and  that 
provision  had  been  made  by  that  furtherdelaymust  prove  ruinous  to 
assembly  for  ah  adequate  civil  list,  the  best  interests  of  the  Canadas; " 
Upon  the  important  question  of  and  it  was  resolved  also,  "  that  as 
the  responsibility  of  the  individual  a  measure  deeply  affecting  the 
holding  the  office  of  governor  of  future  interests  of  this  province 
the  province,  lord  Durham  had  is  now  impending  before  the  im- 
expressed  an  opinion  contrary  to  perial  parliament ;  it  is  of  the 
that  entertained  by  the  house*  He  utmost  importance,  that  one  or 
stated,  an  analogy  existed  between  more  authorised  agents  deputed 
the  representative  of  the  crown  in  by  this  house,  should  proceed 
the  colony,  and  the  constitutional  forthwith  to  England  to  represent 
responsibility  of  ministers  in  this  the  true  interests  and  opinions  of 
country.  Now  the  resolution  of  her  majesty's  faithful  subjects  in 
the   bouse  was  in   these  termsi  Upper  Canada." 
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This  resolution  was  adopted  by 
a  considerable  majority  in  the  le- 
gislative assembly.  The  legisla- 
tive council  however^  rejected  it 
by  a  majority  of  two.  It  appeared, 
that  both  the  legislative  assembly, 
and  the  legislative  council,  con- 
sidered themselves  assailed  by  lord 
Durham's  report.  With  this  feel- 
ing they  deemed  it  necessary  to 
appoint  a  committee,  who  had 
drawn  up  a  long  report  of  the 
transactions  in  Canada ;  and  came 
to  a  resolution  not  to  send  the 
agents  to  England  in  order  to 
represent  their  views.  They  had 
however  sent  an  address  to  her 
majesty,  in  which  they  referred  to 
a  report  of  their  committee  of  the 
30th  April  1839;  and  they  had 
finally  come  to  a  decision  on  two 
important  points.  That  the  pro- 
posal of  the  legislative  union  of 
the  two  provinces^  and  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  tlie  officers  of  the 
government  to  the  legislature,  had 
undergone  an  investigation  of  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  the  house ; 
to  the  first  they  assented,  but  the 
second  they  pronounced  inconsist- 
ent with  the  dependence  of  the 
colonies  on  the  mother  country. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  mov- 
ing the  following  resolutions:-— 

Ist.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  that  it  is  expedient  to  form 
a  legislative  union  of  the  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  on 
the  principles  of  a  free  and  repre- 
sentative government,  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  most  conduce  to 
the  pros))erity  and  contentment  of 
the  people  of  the  united  provinces. 

2nd.  That  it  is  expedient  to 
continue  until  1842,  the  powers 
vested  in  the  governor  and  special 
eouncil  of  liower  Canada,  by  an 
act  oi  last  session,  with  such  alter- 
ation of  those  powers  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable. 


Mr.'  Hume  protested  against 
the  plan  of  the  noble  lord ;  and 
Mr.  Ooulbum  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  house. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  then  spoke  on 
the  question  of  adjournment.  In 
regard  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  lord^  he  waa  surprised 
to  hear  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  her  majesty's  govemiQent  to 
propose  any  legislative  meaaure  in 
the  present  letsion,  having  refer* 
ence  to  Canada.  The  noble  loid 
had  stated,  he  had  that  day  re- 
ceived important  infonnatiQn  fjNira 
Canada,  which  had  oonfirmed  Urn 
in  the  opinion  that  legislation  for 
the  present  was  impoltUe;  he 
trustal  the  noble  lord  would  lay 
that  information  on  the  taUe  A 
the  house,  and  when  ihey  bad 
seen  the  resolutions  and  address, 
they  would  then  be  bettor  aUe  to 
come  to  a  safe  and  satiafactiNry 
conclusion  on  the  coiirse  wliic^ 
the  government  pnHMwed  to  adopt. 
The  noble  lord  bad  desired  their 
assent  to  the  resolution  of  not  pio- 
ceeding  to  legislate  till  1842,  but 
he  had  also  said  the  house  of  as- 
sembly was  not  to  m^  uatU  that 
period.  It  would  not  suroljr  be 
politic,  sir  Robert  Peel  oontmiedi 
for  the  imperial  legislature  to  give 
any  such  pledge.  Union  would 
not  be  a  wise  measure  abstinetedly 
considered,  without  Kpovnng  hew 
the  weight  of  the  two  praviaoM 
in  the  representative  assenbly  Wii 
to  be  adjusted  and  fnainteinflii 
Lord  Durham  in  bis  report  hed 
strongly  called  for  the  iasne^flte 
consideration  of  Parliament  OO  tbe 
subject  of  a  legislative  uuieii*  Oa 
his  first  arrival  in  Geiiiide»  that 
nobleman  was  ind^ied  to  edvpoete 
the  project  of  a  federal  umfm»  and 
from  the  first  had  determiiied  tbeee 
was  nothing  in  the  lower  psevinoa 
to  proYODt  a  legidatiYe  enet    Tbli 
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did  not  however  apply  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  The 
noble  lord  said  in  his  report, 
'' Moreover  the  state  of  the  two 
Canadas  is  such>  that  neither  the 
feelings  of  the  parties  concerned^ 
nor  the  interests  of  the  crown, 
nor  the  colonies  themselves,  wiU 
admit  of  a  single  session,  or  even 
of  A  large  portion  of  a  session  of 
parliament  being  allowed  to  pass 
without  a  definite  decision,  by  the 
imperial  legislature,  as  to  the  basis 
on  which  it  proposes  to  found  the 
future  government  of  those  colo« 
nies ; "  and  the  report  went  on  to 
8ay>  '*  In  existing  circumstances, 
the  conclusion  to  which,  the  fore* 
going  considerations  lead  me,  is, 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
proposing  to  parliament  a  bill  for 
repealing  the  Slst  of  George  III.^ 
restoring  the  union  of  the  Canadas 
under  one  legislation,  and  re-con- 
stituting them  as  one  province." 
Sir  Robert  said,  it  was  possible 
her  majesty's  government  had 
sufficient  grounds,  of  which  the 
house  was  not  aware,  to  induce 
their  adopting  the  recommenda- 
tion of  lord  Durham.  But  all 
his  parliamoitary  experience  was 
entirely  against  resolutions  pledg* 
ing  the  house  to  any  particular 
course.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
he  would  give  a  guarantee  that  a 
constitutional  government  should 
be  ultimately  established,  but  he 
asked  that  the  power  now  existing 
in  Canada  should  be  continued  for 
some  time.  So  that  whilst  it  was 
proposed  to  give  the  present  go- 
vernment and  council  an  absolute 
power  in  Lower  Canada,  it  was 
thought  dedrahle  to  give  the  pub- 
lic an  assurance  that  a  constitn- 
tional  regimen  would  be  ultimately 
established,  attd  thia  appealed  to  be 
the  sole  advantage  to  be  derived 
fium  SQoh  a  xeaolirtion*    Sir  fio« 


bert*s  answer  to  this  was,  they 
had  already  given  that  solemn 
guarantee,  they  had  justified  the 
suspension  of  the  constitution  of 
Lower  Canada,  solely  on  the 
ground  that  they  would  give  the 
Canadas  a  amstitu tional  govern^ 
ment ;  and  when  the  act  for  sus- 
pending the  constitution  was  made 
by  the  imperial  parliament,  it  was 
distinctly  statedi  that  the  measure 
was  only  resorted  to  from  the  dire 
necessity  of  the  case,  created  by 
circumstances  which  oould  not  be 
over  ruled. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller,  was  glad 
to  find  the  noble  lord  favourable 
to  the  plan  of  the  union  of  tho 
two  provinces,  and  only  regretted 
he  had  not  adopted  a  still  mora 
valuable  su^estion  contained  in 
lord  Durham's  report,  for  the 
union  of  all  the  five  provinces* 
without  which  the  executive  go^ 
vemment  would  be  imperfect.  If 
the  government  were  not  prepared 
to  adopt  that  principle,  it  would 
have  been  far  more  prudent  and 
more  liberal  to  do  away  with  the 
farce  of  a  responsible  government. 
In  the  house  of  assembly,  three 
executive  councillors  represented 
the  executive  government.  The 
question  arose  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  delegates  to  England, 
there  was  a  division  as  to  the  two 
delegates,  the  majority  against  th« 
first,  was  37  to  7 ;  whUe  in  the 
second  case  the  numbers  were  35 
to  9 ;  these  would  be  called  very 
large  proportional  majorities,  and 
in  the  minorities  on  each  occasion 
there  were  the  whole  of  the  ex. 
ecutive  councillors.  There  was  a 
regular  ministerial  minority  in  the 
bonse  of  assembly,  and  in  what 
country  had  a  legislature  been 
ever  carried  on  to  the  advanta^ 
of  (^e  oommunity*  when  the  ex* 
ecutive  was  constantly  opposed  (q 
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the  will  of  the  people,  and  Low 
long  was  it  supposed  the  people  of 
Canada  would  submit  to  such  a 
system. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  with  re- 
gard to  the  course  now  suggested 
by  the  government,  had  they  pro- 
posed to  go  on  flippantly  with  this 
legislative  union,  there  would  have 
been  grave  complaints  of  their 
proceedings  in  so  solemn  a  matter 
without  learning  what  it  was  the 
people  wanted  to  have ;  however, 
when  they  talked  of  pausing  be- 
fore acting  effectively,  they  were 
taunted  with  uncertainty  in  their 
proceedings.  It  was  better  to  be 
over  cautious  and  to  ascertain  how 
far  the  measure  would  be  accept- 
able to  the  parties  most  interested, 
than  to  proceed  hastily  in  their 
determination  of  the  ultimate  plan 
at  the  risk  of  awakening  the  dis- 
contents of  the  people.  He  pro- 
tested against  carrying  this  union 
into  execution  at  the  expense  of 
the  French  Canadians,  and  if  the 
union  were  made,  it  should  not 
give  the  superiority  to  either  co- 
lony. He  claimed,  that  the  French 
Canadians  should  be  placed  on  a 
perfect  equality  with  the  other 
inhabitants,  and  enjoy  every  ad- 
vantage conferred  upon  them. 

Lord  John  Russell  in  reply, 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words  on  what  had  fallen  from 
Mr.  Charles  Buller.  The  hon. 
gentleman  asked  him  if  he  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  that  the 
executive  government  of  a  colony 
should  be  carried  on  with  a  mino- 
rity in  the  house  of  assembly. 
What  he  really  said  was,  that  the 
executive  should  be  carried  on  in 
such  a  way  that  their  measures 
should  be  agreeable  and  accept- 
able to  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why 
the  government  should  not  agree 


to  adopt  the  measures  approved  of 
by  a  majority  of  the  colonists.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  had  objected  to 
their  now  coming  down  with  a 
resolution  on  which  they  did  not 
propose  to  act  till  1842,  that  was 
not  his  (lord  John  Russell's)  state- 
ment. He  was  of  opinion  the 
assembly  ought  not  to  meet  until 
1842,  but  that  the  union  might  be 
effected  much  earlier.  At  the 
same  time,  he .  was  by  no  means 
sure,  that  much  time  might  not 
be  required  for  the  adjustment  of 
so  important  a  question. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned 
to  the  Monday  following,  when 
lord  John  Russell  stated  his  inten- 
tion of  withdrawing  the  first  re- 
solution, pledging  the  house  to 
the  abstract  principle  of  a  union 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  The 
reason  assigned  by  him  for  this 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment was,  the  strong  protest 
against  such  a  measure  on  the 
part  of  the  commons  house  of  as- 
sembly of  Upper  Canada.  This 
protest  is  contained  in  a  report 
drawn  up  by  a  select  committee  of 
the  house  of  assembly,  and  sub- 
mitted to  her  majesty.  The  re- 
monstrance of  such  a  body  is  of 
course  entitled  to  the  greatest  re- 
spect ;  and  the  proposal  to  unite 
the  two  provinces  would  probaUy 
be  equally  unpopular  with  the 
French  party  in  the  Lower  pro- 
vince, but  it  seems  by  no  means 
an  easy  matter  to  devise  a  plan 
which  should  leave  that  party  al- 
together independent,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  commit  injustice  to 
the  settlers  of  Anglo  Saxon  origin. 
It  appears  at  this  advanced  penod» 
no  less  impossible  to  insulate  the 
former,  than  to  withdraw  the  lat- 
ter portion  of  the  population ; 
while  to  restore  the  suspended 
constitution  at  tho  preamt  mo* 


JIISTORY  OF  EUROPE; 


[189 


ment,  would  be  to  abandon  the 
minority  to  a  repetition  of  the 
insults  and  injuries  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected  from  the 
jealousy  of  the  French  Canadians. 
Had  it  been  possible  in  any  way 
to  have  conciliated  these  by  giv- 
ing them  an  administrative  system 
suitable  to  their  habits  and  wishes, 
without  injustice  towards  our  other 
fellow  subjects,  who  are  of  course 
equally  entitled  to  consideration, 
such  a  measure  would  have  been 
highly  desirable,  though  its  adop- 
tion would  probably  have  deprived 
the  mother  country  of  almost  all 
the  benefit  which  she  derives  from 
her  connection  with  Lower  Ca- 
nada ;  a  province  which  possesses 
no  exportable  products  of  its  own, 
and  from  the  tastes  and  habits  of 
its  people,  affords  but  a  poor  mar* 
ket  for  those  of  this  country ;  but 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  the 
connection  would  nevertheless  have 
been  of  the  highest  value]  to  .us. 
Their  willing  allegiance  would 
never  have  been  withdrawn  from 
monarchical  England,  to  be  given 
to  republican  America,  and  many 
years  must  have  elapsed  before  the 
idea  of  forming  themselves  into  an 
independent  nation,  could  have 
been  seriously  entertained  by 
them  ;  Lower  Canada  would  have 
been  valuable  to  us  from  the 
greater  security  it  would  have  im- 
parted to  our  other  colonies  in 
that  region.  This  insulation  how- 
ever being  impracticable,  the  next 
best  course  appeared  to  be,  that 
proposed  in  the  first  of  the  above 
two  resolutions,  the  object  of  which 
is,  the  amalgamation  of  the  French 
with  the  English  settlers  in  the 
lower  and  upper  provinces,  under 
such  a  scheme  of  representation  as 
will  preserve  all  parties  from  par- 
tiality and  injustice.  The  scheme 
proposed  by  lord  Durham  in  his 


report  for  uniting  the  whole  of 
the  British  North  American  colo^ 
nies  under  one  federative  legisla- 
ture is  liable  to  this  serious  ob- 
jection, that  the  union  of  so  many 
communities  each  rapidly  growing 
in  wealth  and  population,  might 
hasten  the  period  which  some  con- 
sider as  the  natural  termination  of 
colonial  dependence,  and  bring  to 
pass  that  severance  from  the  mo- 
ther country  which  is  less  likely 
to  happen  whilst  each  province  in 
its  comparative  weakness  looks  to 
her  for  protection. 

With  regard  to  the  2nd  resolution 
proposed  by  lord  J.  Russell,  the  idea 
of  continuing  for  three  more  years 
the  unconstitutional  power  now 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  gover. 
nor  and  special  council  5f  Lower 
Canada  is  rather  startling.  If  as 
we  have  before  remarked,  the  pro- 
posed union  will  be  unpalatable 
to  the  French  party  in  Canada,  it 
would  be  manifestly  unwise  to 
place  that  party  again  in  a  position 
that  would  enable  it  to  frustate 
the  plan,  as  undoubtedly  would  be 
the  case  if  the  late  house  of  as- 
sembly, or  any  other  that  would 
now  be  elected  in  Lower  Canada 
were  re-invested  with  legislative 
powers.  It  is  certainly  of  import- 
ance, that  the  terms  and  circum- 
stances of  the  union  should  be  so 
fully  considered  before  being  car- 
ried into  effect,  as  to  remove  as 
far  as  possible  the  necessity  of 
future  changes,  and  considering 
the  unsatisfactory  temper  of  mind 
recently  manifested  by  large  por- 
tions of  the  Canadian  population, 
the  great  extent  of  territory  and 
diversity  of  interests  to  be  con- 
sulted, and  the  distance  of  the 
home  government,  to  which  re- 
course must  constantly  be  had  for 
advice  and  instruction  upon  every 
part  of  its  details,  perhaps  three 
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years  is  as  short  a  period  as  could  ignorance  of   tbe  sentiments    of 

ba  assippied  for    the    satisfactory  that  body,  that  they  had  originated 

accomplishment  of   so  important  that  measure,  or  advised  their  so* 

and  difficult  a  measure.  The  same  vereign  to  reconunend  it  to  both 

address  however  of  the  house  of  houses  of  parliament  in  the  mes- 

assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  which  sage  of  the  drd  of  May.    We  have 

protests  so  strongly  against  a  union  subjoined  in  a  note  a  short  des- 

of  the  two  provinces,  will  also  be  patch  which    more  than  a  year 

found  to  reflect  with  some  severity  before  was  laid  before  parliament, 

on  the  general  tone  and  spirit  of  and  which  clearly  proves  not  only 

this  report  of  lord  Durham,  as  the  that    the  house  of   assembly    of 

following  extract  will  show.  Upper  Canada  was  averse  to  such 

''A  document  purportingto  be  the  a  union,  but   that  the  ministers 

report  of  her  majesty'slate  high  com-  themselves  were  aware  of  those 

missioner,  contains  matter  so  deeply  feelings,  and  declined  to  recom** 

afi^ting  the  social  as  well  as  the  mend  the  project  to  the  considera- 

political  relations  of  all  the  pro-  ation  of  parliament.^ 
vinces  especially  of  upper  Canada,        On  the  resumption  of  the  de- 

that  it  would  ill  become  your  com-  bate  on  the  Idth  of  June,   lord 

mittee  to  pass  it  over  in  silence.  John  Russell  moved  for  the  with- 

At  this  late  period  of  the  session,  drawal  of  the  first  resolution,  and 

it  is  impossible  to  give  the  state-  stated  generally  the  alt^^  views 

ments  and  opinions  advanced  by  of  the  government  in  reference  to 

his  lordship,  the  extensive  investi-  the   principle  contained   therein, 

gation  which  their  importance  de-  He  was  still  he  said  of  opinion, 

mands;  but  your  committee  will  ap-  that  at  some  future  period  such 

ply  themselves  with  calmness  to  vin-  an  union  should  her  carried  into 

dicate  the  people  of  Upper  Canaday  effect,  but  in  the  meanwhile  he 

their  government  and  legislature  thought   it    absolutely  necessary, 

from  charges  which  imply  a  want  that  certain  exciting  topics  should 

of  patriotism  and  integrity  I  charges  be  disposed  of  by  the  legislature, 

which   they  know  to  be  unjust, 

which  they  did  not  expect,   and  o^   *  oi  ^  ^    v  lovr 

which  they  grieve  to  find  advanced  %^lTav?rh'e  giltto  Sw- 

by  a  nobleman  who  had  been  sent  ledge  your  despatch  No.  36  the  4th 

to  those  provinces  to  heal  rather  ultimo,  in  which  you  transmit  to  me  an 

than  foment  dissensions,  and  who  address  to  his  mitfesty  from  the  legfisla- 

certainly  .should    have    guarded  g^y^c"^^^^^^^^^ 
against   giving  currency   to    un-  between  the  two   province  of  Upper 
founded,  mischievous,  and  illiberal  and  Lower  Camida.    I  beg  leave  to  ac- 
rumours,  for  the  truth  of  which  quaint  yeu,  that  having  laid  this  ad- 
he  admits  he  is  unable  to  vouch."  dress  before  the  king,  his  majesty  has 

We  may  al«»  observe,  that  al-  SofcnJTto^r^^Srto'og: 

though  lord  John  RusseU  and  her  ggr^e,  that  the  prcject  of  an  union  be- 

majesty's  government  thought  pro-  tween  the  two  provinces,  has  not  been 

per  to  plead  this  address  of  the  contemplated  by  his  m^esty  as  fit  to 

house  of  assembly  of  Upper  Ca-  be  recommendedfor  the  sanction  of  par- 

nada,  as  an  excuse  for  not  pro-  'Th^vi  the  honour,  &c. 

ceeding  with  their  proposed  mea-  Gunaui. 

sure:  it  could  not  have  been  in        Lietit,  Chpemar  §(ir  F»  Head, ^arf. 
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or  tlie  scheme  would  be  exposed  to 
very  great  xkk  from  the  irritable 
state  of  party  feeling  in  the  lower 
province.  He  therefore  proposed 
to  introduce  a  measure  for  the 
temporary  continuance  of  the  act 
ot  last  session  for  the  suspension  of 
ibe  constitution^  at  the  same  time 
amending  that  act  in  several  par- 
ticulars. He  proposed  also  to  alter 
the  debateable  clause  authorising 
the  governor  to  suspend  the  habeas 
corpus  act.  He  also  proposed  to 
alter  the  clause  known  as  sir  Wil- 
liam Follett's  clause,  and  to  limit 
its  operation  to  measures  affecting 
the  clergy,  or  affecting  the  tenures 
of  land.  He  would  also  introduce 
a  clause  giving  power  to  impose 
rates  and  taxes,  not  to  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury,  but  to  be 
applied  to  such  local  purposes  as 
watching^  and  the  roads.  The 
powers  under  the  act  were  to  be 
continued  to  the  governor  and 
council  until  March  1842. 

With  regard  to  the  other  bill  for 
the  union  of  the  provinces,  he 
thought  it  might  be  necessary  to 
change  some  of  its  provisions.  The 
bill  he  would  ask  to  introduce, 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
central  district  at  Montreal  and 
its  neighbourhood,  where  the  meet- 
ings of  the  assembly  should  be  held. 
The  other  parts  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  were  to  be  divided 
into  two  districts.  There  would 
then  be  a  central  district  and  four 
other  districts.  Each  of  these  was 
to  be  again  sub- divided  into  nine 
other  districts,  so  that  supposing 
each  division  to  return  two  mem- 
bers, there  would  be  altogether 
ninety  members  for  the  different 
electoral  divisions.  In  addition  to 
these  he  proposed,  that  the  four 
largest  towns  should  each  return 
two  members,  making  in  the  whole 
ninety  .eight. 


After  a  slight  discussion  between 
sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  Charles 
BuUer,  and  iiir  Charles  Grey,  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and 
to  continue  and  amend  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  appointing  a  pro« 
visional  government. 

In  the  subsequent  week  a  debate 
took  place  respecting  diplomatic 
missions,  when  the  expenses  of 
lord  Durhami  were  discussed.  The 
house  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  and  a  vote  of 
70,000/.  for  civil  contingencies 
being  proposed,  sir  S.  Canning 
drew  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  head  of  "  special  missions  ;" 
and,  after  calling  for  explanations 
of  the  sums  charged  for  sir  C. 
Vaughan's  mission  to  Constanti- 
nople, and  the  missions  of  Messrs. 
Bo  wring  and  M'Gregor,  he  said 
there  was  another  item  to  which  he 
would  claim  consideration  of  the 
committee,  he  meant  the  expenses 
of  the  earl  of  Durham  in  the 
mission  to  Canada. 

The  committee,  he  said,  would 
scarcely  believe  unless  they  saw 
the  estimate,  that  the  expend- 
iture of  the  noble  earl  was 
at  the  rate  of  from  50,000/.  to 
55,000/.  a  year.  Was  it  to  be 
contended  that  the  representative 
of  the  crown,  sent  out  to  a  republic, 
or  rather  a  colony  with  republican 
habits,  should  be  required  to  live  in 
the  style  of  the  first  noblemen  of 
this  country?  The  personal  ex- 
pences  of  the  noble  earl  were, 
with  some  deductions  32,000/.  or 
33,000/.  These,  it  should  be  ob- 
served, were  for  a  period  of  eight 
months,  and  it  should  be  remem- 
bered the  noble  earl  had  generously 
applied  10,000/.  out  of  his  own 
private  funds  for  his  personal 
expenses ;  a  fact  which  further 
served  to  sliow  the  great  amount  of 
the  other  expenditure  for  the  pc»i 
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tiod  he  had  mentioned.  In  fact, 
the  noble  lord  must  have  earned 
on  the  mission  in  a  style  of  Ori. 
ental  expenditure,  which  appeared 
the  greater,  considering  that  the 
noble  lord,  before  he  was  called  to 
the  house  of  peers,  had  been  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  party  in 
the  house  of  commons  which  arro- 
gated to  itself  almost  exclusively 
the  merit  of  economy,  and  as  such 
had  violently  denounced  the  ex- 
penditure incurred  by  the  mission 
of  the  late  Mr.  Canning  in  the 
embassy  to  Lisbon. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  said,  he  was 
sorry  to  find  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man bringing  back  these  recollec- 
tions of  by-gone  transactions,  which 
were  slumbering  quietly  in  Han- 
sard's Parliamentary  Debates,  As 
to  the  expenses  of  lord  Durham's 
mission,  he  hoped  this  debate  would 
not  go  out  to  Canada,  as  the  peo- 
ple of  those  provinces,  at  least  those 
of  English  origin,  would  not  be 
flattered  by  the  assertions  respect- 
ing their  republican  tastes  and 
habits.  But  to  come  to  the  point. 
Lord  Durham  went  out  as  the 
representative  of  his  sovereign,  and 
as  such,  liad  been  put  to  great 
charges.  It  should  be  remembered, 
that  living  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  the  Canadas,  was 
more  expensive  than  in  this  coun- 
try, but  in  lord  Durham's  progress 
no  superfluous  outlay  had  been  in- 
curred. It  was  necessary  to  have 
accommodation  for  his  suite,  and  in 
Quebec,  it  was  the  practice  to  let 
houses  by  the  year  certain,  in  Mon- 
treal for  two  years  5  so  in  this 
respect,  the  expenditure  would  be 
annual,  though  the  occupation  was 
only  for  six  months.  Neither  at 
Quebec  or  Montreal  had  lord  Dur- 
ham's residence  been  fitted  up  at  an 
expenditure  beyond  the  absolute 
necei^sity  of  the  case.    Many  heads 


of  charge  seemed  to  be  altogether 
overlooked  by  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. One  of  these  was,  that  of 
receiving  the  gdvernors  and  their 
suites  of  all  our  North  American 
colonies  excepting  Newfoundland, 
who  came  to  pay  their  respects  to, 
and  confer  with  the  chief  commis- 
sioner. To  all  these  it  was  neces- 
sary to  extend  the  hospitality  to  be 
expected  from  the  high  station  and 
character  of  the  noble  earl.  There 
was  next  the  great  expense  of  tra- 
velling. The  noble  earl  was 
obliged  to  travel  1,500  or  1,600 
miles,  partly  by  land,  partly  by 
steam-boats,  which  last  mode  of 
conveyance  was  the  cause  of  heavy 
expenditure,  as  the  noble  lord  had 
to  engage  the  vessels  exclusively 
for  the  use  of  himself  and  his 
suite.  If  the  whole  of  these  items 
were  taken  into  account,  Mr.  Bul- 
ler insisted  -it  would  be  found,  the 
expense  was  not  greater  than  might 
be  expected  to  be  incurred  ;  not 
merely  by  a  chief  governor  of  se- 
veral colonies,  but  even  by  a 
governor  of  a  single  colony.  On 
the  advantages  of  the  mission  he 
would  not  then  stop  to  dilate ;  but 
the  expenses  of  it  would  be  far  out- 
paid  by  the  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
^aste  lands,  alone  which,  instead  of 
being  as  heretofore,  an  object  of 
jobbing,  would  now  become  a  source 
of  great  wealth  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  it  would 
be  better  to  give  the  governor-* 
general  a  specific  amount  for  his 
expenses,  than  to  allow  him  an  un- 
limited power  of  expenditure,  for, 
however  well  his  discretion  might 
be  exercised,  the  other  plan  would 
be  more  satisfactory  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  he  was 
released  from  the  necessity  of  trou- 
bling the  house  after  what  had 
passed,  with  any  lengthened  state- 
ment in  explanation  of  this  vote ; 
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but,  connected  as  he  was  with  the 
colonial  department,  he  felt  ohliged 
to  state  that^  in  his  own  opin^ 
ion>  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  nohle 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  de- 
partment, this  sum  was  by  no 
means  an  extravagant  one. 

It  was  not  until  the  4th  of  July, 
that  lord  John  Russell  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  tempo- 
rary government  of  Lower  Canada. 
Sir  George  Sinclair  first  addressed 
the  house  and  said,  that  when  her 
majesty  on  the  6th  of  February 
last  was  pleased  to  express  a  wish 
that  the  state  of  her  subjects  in 
Upper  Canada  should  form  the 
matter  for  prompt  and  early  con- 
sideration, he  little  thought  a 
question  thus  earnestly  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  house,  would 
have  been  allowed  to  cross  and  re- 
cross  the  ocean,  and  be  three  or 
four  times  brought  forward  and 
then  withdrawn,  so  as  at  this  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  to  have  only 
just  arrived  at  a  second  reading. 
Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  her 
majesty's  ministers  proved  them  to 
be  incapable  of  acting  as  a  govem- 
ment^  and  by  their  want  of  deci- 
sion and  firmness,  they  had  forfeited 
every  thing  like  deference  and 
reqiect  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies.  Considering  also 
the  small  fluctuating  majorities, 
varying  from  ten  to  two,  which 
supported  them  in  that  house,  and 
that  in  another  place  they  were 
only  supported  by  a  minority,  a 
great  portion  of  whom  had  been 
enobled  and  promoted  to  that  place 
by  themselves— he  did  not  think 
they  were  in  any  respect  fit  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  guidance  of 
public  affairs. 

Mr.  0*Connell  said,  he  rejoiced 
that  her  majesty's  government  did 
not  wish   to    pledge    the   house 
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to  an  union  of  the  two  provinces, 
and  thought  it  better  that  the  ques- 
tion had  been  left  for  further  con- 
sideration. The  materials  for  such 
an  union  were  discordant,  and 
what  was  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public  in  the  upper  province,  would 
act  injuriously  to  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  the  lower, 
and  would  totally  annihilate  the 
political  power  of  the  French 
Canadians. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  thought  the 
session  should  not  close  without  the 
adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  future 
government  of  the  Canadas,  which 
however  defective,  would  be  less 
mischievous  in  its  results  to  the  peo- 
ple of  those  colonies,  than  the  leav- 
ing them  in  doubt  both  as  to  their 
future  settlement,  and  of  the  opin- 
ions of  the  British  parliament  upon 
the  subject.  He  could  assure  the 
noble  lord  that  a  general  belief  ex- 
isted in  the  Canadas,  that  their  in- 
terests were  wholly  neglected,  and 
if  the  ministers  refused,  month  after 
month,  and  session  after  session, 
to  give  a  permanent  character  to 
the  government,  what  other 
opinion  could  the  people  enter- 
tain ?  From  the  state  of  feeling 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewhere,  he 
believed  so  far  from  there  existing 
any  difficulty  in  the  scheme  of 
uniting  the  two  provinces,  an 
union  of  all  the  North  American 
colonies  might  easily  be  effected, 
and  would  be  the  only  plan  which 
would  be  productive  of  great  ad- 
vantages to  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country.  He  conceived  the 
French  Canadians  ought,  without 
delay,  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
immunities  and  rights  of  British 
subjects.  If  the  noble  lord  wished 
to  have  the  public  voice  in  his 
favour,  he  was  taking  a  strange 
course  to  secure  it. 
Mr.  Leader  disapproved  of  the 

CO] 
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?lan  of  uniting  the  two  provinces, 
'irst^  because  a  majority  of  the 
population  of  both  were  opposed  to 
the  union ;  and  secondly,  because 
if  it  were  effected,  the  French 
Canadians  would  be  completely 
crushed.  Mr.  Charles  Bullcr  had 
said,  they  must  adopt  the  language 
and  laws,  and  he  supposed  the 
hon.  member  meant  the  religion 
also  of  the  governing  few  ;  a  sys- 
tem which  was  the  cause  of  all  the 
discontent  and  misery  which  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he  could 
not  believe  that  any  of  the  plans 
devised  by  the  legislature  could 
succeed  without  a  cordial  union 
between  the  two  governments  of 
the  British  provinces  and  the 
United  States,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  system  which  Was  laying  the 
foundation  for  hostilities,  and 
which  would  otherwise  not  be 
limited  to  the  border  alone.  He 
trusted  those  elements  of  discord 
would  not  be  permitted  to  ripen. 
The  question  however  still  re- 
mained, what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  Canadas  ?  He  did  not  see  any 
prospect  of  a  decision,  as  to  the 
mode  of  government,  for  the  par- 
liament was  not  now  in  a  better 
condition  to  settle  that  point  than 
it  was  five  years  since.  Of  some 
portions  of  the  bill  he  approved ; 
for  instance,  of  the  formation  of  an 
effective  council,  to  consist  whilst 
the  present  government  continued, 
of  not  less  than  twenty  persons — 
he  approved  also  of  the  clause 
which  established  a  check  on  des- 
potic power ;  and  provided,  that  in 
the  council  there  should  be  a  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with,  and 
interested  in  the  colony,  who  were 
to  advise  the  governor.  With  re- 
gard to  the  other  classes  he  should 
suspend  his  judgment,  and  reserve 
to  himself  the  right  to  take  any 


course  about  them  wbich  he  night 
think  fit. 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  bis  typiilion 
was  still  decidedly  in  favour  of  an 
union,  but  he  thought,  during  the 
interval  which  mtisi  elapse  before 
its  establishnient,  it  was  wise  and 
politic  to  take  eveiy  meaiis  for  the 
improvement  of  Lowet  Canada,  for 
encouraging  persons  cf  enterprise 
to  lay  out  their  funds  in  the  exten- 
sion of  roads,  canals,  and  other  ne- 
cessary itdproveUents.  The  bill  of 
last  year  opposed  obstacles  to  these 
objects  which  it  would  be  neoeMuy 
to  remove,  artd  that  the  present 
bill  he  thought  would  effect. 

Mr.  Ellice  said,  the  province  for 
the  last  two  years  had  been  in  a 
state  of  the  most  distressing  inac- 
tivity, all  commerce  wfts  M  an  end, 
emigrants  could  not  efttdhlish  them- 
selves (here  with  a  hiopt  of  efilpldy* 
ment  in  any  public  wetk.  Many 
parties  were  willing  to  eniei^  into 
speculations  for  the  establisfameht 
of  railroads  between  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  and  many  were 
willing  to  contract  with  the  go- 
vemment  to  contidue  ihe  ftreat 
canals  opend  by  Upper  Caiui£i,  so 
as  to  connect  that  havigatloh  with 
the  ocean.  All  these  Works  Wei^ 
necessary  to  give  employment  to 
the  population  in  ft  countiy  Where 
it  was  expedient  to  distract  the 
minds  of  men  from  the  hDtfMUe 
scenes  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
gaged. He  therefore  hoped  lir  R« 
Peel  before  he  made  tip  fab  mihd  en 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  HD, 
would  take  into  his  consideration  the 
deplorable  state  to  Which  that  eodfl- 
try  would  be  reduced,  if  the  impe- 
rial parliament  did  not  affittd  scMne 
legislative  means  for  pitmioting 
industry  and  carrying  On  the  grtsit 
works  already  begone  Hen^cneed, 
therefore,  that  the  present  Hll  gite 
further  powers  in  thii  r6ipe6t  to 


aiSTOUY  OP  EUROPE.  [19fl 

t%«  eotm^ty  shid  he  tbd^ght  the  worth  then  quoted  at  some  length 

pro)K)seift  addition  to  the  nrernbe^s  from   hrd   Durham's    report,    to 

oftheeonficilaigfeatiiAprotentent;  show    the    urgent    necessity    for 

tttt&  (heit  it  wo^ld  enftl)ie  the  hotfse  som^e  inimediate  legtslation  c»i  the 

safely  to  entrust  that  hody  w\th  stale  of  Lower  Canada^  from  the 

thfe  eittended  pbtveW.    After  *  few  irreeoneileabto  eftmity  between  th* 

oli^yVfttioifysf  by  sir  Charles  Gref  coi^jteiiAng  jMisrties*— the  entire  dis- 

ffW§  Mr.  tabotichere,  the  bill  was  a§betion    of   the    whole    French 

rel^  a  siecond  thne.  pE>|mlation— the    suspicion     with 

On  the  llth  of  JvtYy,  lord  Johli  Which  the'  Ehfglish  regard  the  im- 

Russell  haviftg  moved  the  order  of  perial  government^  and  their  ma- 

f Wfc?  day  ftfr  g6in^  lAfto^  it  eommittee  tiial  inclinatioi^  to  seek  for  redress 

of  the  whcde  house,  sirr  tVilliai]^  of  their  present  intolerable  evik  in 

Md^fmtfi^  rose  arid  siaid,  the  mo-  the  chance  of  a  separation  from 

tfert  df  i^hith  he  had  given  notice  Great  Britain.      Nor,  if  they  gave 

sfibie  foi!  itself.-     The  ^esoldftion  credit  to  lord  Darh«m,  was  there 

Wht^h  he  shotild  presently  move,  a  leas  ufgent  necessity  for  prompti- 

scUd  the  c^ect  of  Which  was  to'  tude  6n  aeconnt  Of  Upper  Canada ; 

d^tere  fiU  the  |^t  of  the  houses  fdt  although  the  majority  of  the 

that  considerMions  of  htfrnstnity,  inhabitants  were  loyal,  and  deter- 

}miili6e  and  Ibilnd  policjr  demanded  mined  to  at^de  by  the  decision  of 

thsft  fwrli^mefit  should  a^j^ly  itself  the  home  government,  he  added, 

Wittif6itti  del«y  Uf  tejglBlate  for  thcr  ''  I  ^an'not  hiit  express  my  belief 

pemiiatfent    gei^ern^yent    of    tl^  that  th^  is  the  last  effort  of  theii^ 

CiftiMidtts  onty  gotve  &kpiifssi(m  to  at  almost  exhausted  |ra(tience,  and  that 

iruth  Whi<^  e^ery  IHst^s  conscience  the  disappointment  of  their  hopea 

irimt  acinoWledge^    His  object  iti  on  the  presentoceasion,  will  destroy 

htitt^g  ftftwM  ihiB  motion  was  fc^ev&t  their  expectation  of  obtain- 

iiM  toperis^adefthehooseof  thatof  ifig  any  good  result  from   their 

Whieh  th^  Wei'e  already  convinced;  British  connexion.*' 

ii&t  cOtild    M    expect  it   would  Sir  G.  Grey  rose  to  reply,  and 

hifduce  the  tibhU  l()rd>  the  memiiet  sarid,    he  would  pursue    a   more 

£&t  Stfondy  t(f  redeem  his  promi^^  cautious    course    than    the     hotr. 

tifeit  this  sessie^  should  not   pass  baronet,  and  would  first  call  the^ 

aWay  withOtFt  legislating  for  the  attentionof  the  house  to  the  danger 

fiieftfia^ent   government   of  tho^  that  might  arise  from  the  mis- 

j^tfvhiees,   for  nothing  could    be  management  of  affairs  in   Can'ada> 

ex/>ected  from    the    government,  which  he  had  never  yet  seen  plaeed 

Theif  whole  eotirse  with  regard  to  in  a  sufficiently  clear  point  of  view, 

the^  sul^eotj  from  the  beginning  of  particularly  as  regarded  the  hands 

the*  session,  h^  been  9(  disgraceful  into  #hich  Canada  might  fall  in  ease 

shirffle^  nor  obnld  they  with   the  of  any  thing  of  this  kind  unhappily 

belst  intentions,  carry  any  measure  occurring.  He  would  also  call  the 

Withircri  the  sanction  of  the  right  attention  of  the  house  to  the  situa- 

horf.    bat-onet,    the    member    for  tion  of  the  gulf  of  St.   Lawrence, 

Tamworth.      U  was,  therefore,  to  annd  to  its  importance  «s  a  naval 

hiiii  the  appeal  must  be  maide,  in  station,  and  how  much  effect  its 

order  to  retain  any  practical  result  loss  might  have  on  the  military  im. 

ff'olff  a  motion  in  this  house  with  portance  and  commercial  existence 

regard  to  Canada.     Sit  W.  Moles-  of  this  country.     It  was,  in  fact^  a 

CO  2] 
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Baltic  of  our  own,  an  inland  sea, 
and  only  required  an  outlay  of 
capital  and  industry,  to  develope 
its  resources  to  an  extent  that 
might  greatly  affect  the  condition 
of  European  nations.  It  was 
thought  by  some,  that  if  Canada 
were  dissevered  from  this  country, 
it  would  be  united  with  the  United 
States  of  America ;  this  was  by  no 
means  a  necessary  consequence. 
The  annals  of  past  times  afforded 
no  single  instance  in  which  a  mo- 
ther country  had  been  destroyed 
by  her  children,  when  established 
in  an  independent  stale,  if  she  had 
bestowed  upon  them  a  system  of 
policy  and  customs  resembling  those 
which  she  herself  pursued.  Canada 
would  most  probably  fall  into  the 
hands  of  France,  England  would 
not  have  given  up  the  possession  of 
Canada  for  two  months  before  a 
French  fleet  would  be  anchored  in 
the  waters  of  St.  Lawrence,  to 
protect  their  ancient  subjects,  a 
course  which  they  were  almost 
bound  to  adopt  by  the  treaty  of 
1763;  and  to  which  they  would 
be  further  urged  by  the  ancient 
feelings  and  recollections  with 
which  Frenchmen  would  naturally 
regard  New  France.  Mr.  C. 
Buller  had  recommended  the  union 
of  the  provinces,  and  had  said  that 
the  government  having  once  de- 
cided on  the  propriety  of  that 
project,  should  forthwith  proceed 
to  execute  it.  The  hon.  member 
was  also  in  favour  of  a  thorough 
representative  system,  in  which  the 
majority  of  the  whole  was  to 
govern.  This  was  not  the  principle 
of  our  representative  system  even 
since  the  reform  bill.  The  majority 
of  the  two  provinces  taken  together 
were  Roman  Catholics  ;  the  exist* 
ence  of  the  religious  endowments 
in  Canada  was  intimately  connected 
with    the    preservation    of    the 


French  tenures,  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  holders  of  land  only  pay 
tithes ;  directly  Protestants  became 
possessed  of  the  land,  the  tithe 
ceased. 

The  hon.  member  for  Liskeard 
would  abolish  the  French  system 
of  tenure,  and  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  that  system,  that  these^ 
lands  were  not  passed  from  the 
possession  of  Roman  Catholics  to 
that  of  Protestants,  which  change 
would  be  inevitable  were  the  sys- 
tem of  French  tenure  abolished. 

Sir  C.  Grey  considered  it  would 
be  madness  to  attempt  to  proceed 
in  the  present  session,  to  enact  a 
legislative  union  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces under  existing  circumstances. 
There  were  two  main  points  to  be 
considered  by  a  wise  government, 
that  the  Canadas  should  have  a 
government  capable  of  defending 
those  provinces  from  foreign  inva- 
sion, and  at  the  same  time  capable 
of  quelling  internal  rebellion.  Had 
the  house  of  assembly  of  Lower 
Canada  continued  to  exist,  not  even 
a  strong  military  government  could 
have  prevented  rebellion  again 
from  breaking  out.  l^e  first 
point  he  would  urge  upon  the 
government,  was  the  absolute  ner 
cessity  that  nothing  should  be 
done  contrary  to  law,  to  the  prinr 
ciples  of  liberty,  and  of  the  British 
constitution,  which  were  as  deeply 
impressed  on  the  minds  of  the 
Canadians,  as  on  the  British  na- 
tion itself.  It  was  also  essential 
to  make  the  rights  of  property 
sacred  in  Canada ;  that  property 
was  earned  by  their  own  toil  and 
industry  as  that  of  their  ancestors, 
and  should  be  equally  respected. 
The  subject  of  taxation  also  re- 
quired great  attention -^nothing 
would  be  more  likely  to  irritate 
the  Canadians  in  general,  and  to 
disincline  those  of  tb^  Upper  Pro^ 
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vince  to  an  union,  and  make  them 
fearful  of  abandoning  the  legisla- 
ture, they  as  yet  retained^  than  an 
announcement,  that  an  unlimited 
power  of  taxation  would  be  com- 
mitted to  the  new  government. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he  should 
first  address  himself  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  moved  by 
the  hon.  baronet  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  house  going  into  com- 
mittee on  the  Canada  bill,  the 
principle  of  which  was  to  declare, 
that  the  house  should  immediately 
apply  itself  to  the  consideration  of 
the  affairs  of  Canada,  he  then 
commented  on  the  abandonment 
of  all  intention  to  legislate  on  the 
part  of  the  government.  That  it 
was  essential  a  full  statement 
should  be  made  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  house,  of  what  they 
proposed  to  do  for  the  settlement 
of  this  question,  and  if  an  union 
of  the  provinces  was  seriously 
contemplated,  he  wished  the  mea- 
sure might  be  explained  with  full 
and  distinct  details,  and  also  with 
some  assurance  that  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the 
Canadas.  He  wished  the  advice 
he  had  given  three  years  ago,  had 
been  taken,  to  go  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  Canada,  with  re- 
spect to  an  union  of  the  provinces. 
There  were  two  people  speaking 
different  languages,  with  different 
laws  and  customs,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  ascertain,  what  was  to 
be  the  security  under  any  future 
government  for  the  party  in  the 
minority.  He  had  no  implicit 
confidence  at  any  time  in  the  wis- 
dom of  a  majority,  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  forcible  suppression 
of  an  insurrection,  there  was  less 
ground  for  faith  in  the  wisdom 
and  moderation  of  the  triumphant 


party.   It  was  an  absolutely  neces- 
sary precaution  with  a  view  of  ren- 
dering Canada  a  thoroughly  Brit- 
ish colony.  They  should  take  some 
effectual  guarantee  that  the  pre- 
sent majority  in  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces should  not  be  exposed  to 
injustice,   when  by  an   union  it 
would  become  the  minority.     Sir 
C.  Grey  had  undertaken  to  con- 
vince them,  they  were  wrong  in 
thinking  no    advances  had  been 
made  towards  a  settlement,   but 
what  was  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's proof?     The  first  advance 
in  his  opinion  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  despotism,  of  a  strong 
and  arbitrary  government.      But 
how  far  this   helped   them    to  a 
settlement  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
did   not   think    the  documentary 
evidence  in  existence,  even  includ- 
ing the  fruits  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  own  labours  as  a  com- 
missioner, was  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  ascertain.      He  thought 
indeed  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  must  be  himself  of  this 
opinion,  as   the  only   satisfaction 
he  had  afforded   them  was,  that 
after  having  been  so  long  tossed 
by   the    tempest,    they    were    at 
length  happily  settled  on  a  rock 
in  the  midst  of  the  sea — rather  a 
poor  comfort  to  afflicted  mariners 
in   so  hopeless  a  plight.     Sir  R. 
Peel   then    went    on   to   consider 
seriatim   the  arguments  and  sug- 
gestions  of  Sir  G.  Grey,  and  at 
the  same  time   threw   out    some 
views    of    his     own,     respecting 
the  general  character  of  the  mea- 
sure.    He  certainly  thought  from 
the    declaration    of   the    govern- 
ment, that  it  had  been  intended  to 
extend  the  period  of  the  existing 
bill  for  a  short  time,  on  account 
of  some  difficulties  which  it  was 
anticipated  might  arise  suddenly, 
from  the  expiration  of  the  act  in 
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1840.  He  thought  some  additional 
powws  would  have  been  given  to 
the  governor  and  special  council, 
the  want  of  which  at  present  threw 
great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  cer- 
tain local  improvements.  He 
thought  too  in  consequence  of  the 
clause  introduced  in  the  act  of  last 
year,  preventing  the  provisional 
government  from  altering  any  law 
of  the  imperial  parliament,  con- 
siderable  practical  embarrassment 
had  arisen,  and  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  such  an  extension  of  power 
should  be  given  to  the  provisional 
government,  as  would  enable  it  to 
preserve  the  public  peace,  and  to 
repel  ag^^ressions.  He  was  cer- 
tainly glad  to  find  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  extend  the  duration  of 
the  act  of  last  vear,  which  would 
expire  on  the  Ist  of  Nov.  1840 ; 
and  that  her  majesty's  ministers 
did  not  consider  necessary  at  pre- 
sent to  renew  it,  but  were  con- 
tent to  propose  its  renewal,  should 
it  appear  to  be  so  during  the  next 
session.  The  present  bill  did  not 
provide  for  the  extension  of  the 
period  for  which  the  provisional 
government  was  to  endure.  Un- 
less renewed  in  the  course  of  the 
next  session,  the  act  of  last  year 
would  expire  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember 1840.  But  the  bill  before 
the  house  proposed,  that  the  or- 
dinances of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment which  would  under  the  ex- 
isting act  expire  in  1843,  might 
under  certain  circumstances  have 
a  more  permanent  duration ;  no 
change  was  to  be  made  in  the 
period  for  which  the  provisional 
government  itself  was  to  exist, 
and  this  part  of  the  bii)  was  not 
intended  to  be  altered.  It  was 
proposed,  that  the  ordinances  of 
the  provisional  government,  should 
have  in  certain  cases  a  longer  du- 
ratioD;  than  1942^  but  Dot  that 


there  should  be  any  extension  of 
the  period,  during  which  that  go- 
vernment itself  was  to  continue. 

The  second  point  to  which  sir 
Robert  said  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  was  the 
third  clause  in  the  bill^  which 
contained  much  move  extensive 
powers  of  taxation^  than  he  thought 
were  at  present  contemplated  by 
the  house.  First  let  them  con- 
sider the  restrictions  upoa  the  tai- 
ing  power  imposed  on  the  pm- 
visional  government  itself.  By 
the  act  of  last  year,  the  governor 
and  special  council,  had  not  power 
to  impose  any  tax  or  rate^  save 
only  as  far  as  oono^med  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  tax  ot  rate  pay- 
able within  the  province  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  act. 
The  bill  before  the  house,  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  act  of  last  session, 
and  to  permit  the  levy  oif  any  tax 
or  imposts  within  the  profince  to 
any  amount,  without  any  restrie. 
tion,  excepting  that  the  proceeds 
to  such  tax  should  be  applied  to 
local  improvements  within  the  pro- 
vince ;  there  was  added  this  pro- 
vision, ''That  no  such  new  tax, 
rates,  duty,  impost,  shall  be  levied 
by,  or  made  payable  to,  tlie  le- 
ceiver-general,  or  any  oth<nr  public 
officer  of  her  majesty's  revenue  ia 
the  said  province,  nor  shall  any 
such  law  or  ordinance  as  aforeaaio, 
provide  for  the  appropriation  ef 
any  such  new,  tax,  ratOi  dutf,  or 
impost,  by  the  said  governor  eitlMr 
with  or  without  the  advice  of  the 
executive  council  of  the  said  pso- 
vince,  or  by  the  commianonert  of 
her  Majesty's  treasury,  or  by  any 
other  officer  of  the  Crown."  He 
begged  to  call  the  attentiea  of  the 
house  to  this  point,  they  veuwfvd 
the  restriction,  namely,  tlMt  no 
tax  should  ba  impewKl  bj  tto  g9« 
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yemor  and  council,  except  the 
continuance  of  an  existing  tax, 
and  they  gave  the  governor  and 
fecial  council  power  or  unlimited 
taxation  for  local  improvements. 

After  a  variety  of  objections  in 
detail  to  the  proposed  bill,  espe- 
cially to  the  clauses  relating  to 
municipal  government^  sir  Robert 
Ptel  concluded  by  saying  be  would 
not  undertake  the  modification  of 
those  clauses  according  to  his  own 
vtews^  not  having  that  information 
which  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
execute  that  ta»k,  but  he  trusted 
the  government,  taking  all  the 
powers  that  were  necessary  for 
speeifie  looal  improvements,  and  for 
raaintaimng  the  public  welfare, 
would  impose  some  limitations  on 
the  extensive  powers  that  were 
proposed  to  be  given  by  this  bill. 

Loid  John  Russell  in  reply  to  sir 
Robert  Peel  said,  it  appeared  to  htm 
they  must  proceed  with  respect  to 
Canada  on  one  of  two  principles, 
either  upon  that  of  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Pitt  in  1791,  namely,  of  separating 
the  two  provinces,  (»:  upon  the 
principle  of  uniting  them.  Should 
they  act  upon  the  principle  of  sepa- 
ration, they  could  not  effect  it  so 
as  to  make  a  French  province  and 
an  Englbh  province,  the  con- 
se<|pence  therefore  would  be  con- 
stant collision  between  the  two 
populations.  Having  tihus  sepa- 
rated the  provinces,  considering 
the  peculiarity  of  the  French 
tenu4te  and  the  state  of  the  Roman 
Catholicchurch,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  decide  in  i^vhat  manner  to  consti- 
tute the  supreme  authority.  Were  it 
despotic  their  subjects  in  that  part 
of  North  America  would  not  long 
quietly  acquiesce  in  that  species  of 
arbitrary  authority,  as  it  was  nei- 
ther in  harmony  with  the  system 
eBteblished  in  this  countiy,  under 
which  th^had  so  long  lived;  nor 


with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  They  would  naturally 
demand,  and  in  the  end  would  no 
doubt  obtain,  the  establishment  of 
the  house  of  assembly,  and  of  a 
representation  founded  on  thoae 
principles  of  freedom  to  which  the 
people  of  England  were  long  ac- 
customed. The  establishment  of 
such  a  government  would  instantly 
revive  the  difficulties  between  the 
French  and  British  races.  The 
French  and  the  British  sitting  in 
the  same  house  of  assembly ;  the 
English  minority  would  urge  every 
thing  that  would  lead  to  impcov«!» 
inent,  whilst  the  French  majority) 
in  order  to  preserve  their  power, 
would  discountenance  all  changes 
in  the  law,  all  commerce  smd  emi- 
gration,andas  faras  possible  obstruct 
the  improvemait  of  tiie  provinoe^ 
Upon  a  consideration  of  these  differ* 
ent  modes  of  government,  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  lay  the  fouii^> 
dation  of  a  system,  by  wliidh 
naturally,  in  the  course  of  event  $ 
the  representatives  of  the  BritMb 
population  should  acquire  a  pre<p 
dominant  influence  in  the  popular 
assembly.  The  difficulty  e€ 
carrying  this  principle  into  effect 
was  no  doubt  very  ^eat ;  but  stiU 
he  felt  convinced  ttiis  proposition 
afforded  the  best  chance  of  main- 
taining undisturbed  the  connection 
with  the  authority  of  the  Britidi 
crown,  and  securing  the  per«panent 
welfare  of  the  people  of  those  pro- 
vinces. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  said,  he  was 
inclined  to  concur  in  the  objections 
to  the  4th  clause,  as  the  sub- 
ject of  a  change  of  tenure 
greatly  affected  the  properties  of 
the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  and 
had  unfortunately  been  one  of  the 
most  recent  causes  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  races.    If  they  gave 
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the  governor  and  special  council 
the  power  of  legislating  on  these 
tenures^  it  would  excite  a  justifiahle 
alarm,  that  this  special  council, 
composed  of  their  political  oppo- 
nents, would  exercise  their  power 
to  produce  a  general  change,  which 
they  had  been  so  long  struggling 
to  prevent. 

Lord  John   Russell    had  said, 
that  the  power  was  given  in  order 
to  meet  the  exigency  that  occurred 
in  the  district  of  Montreal;  but 
two  or  three  such  exigencies  might 
arise  in  other  parts  of  the  province, 
namely,  cases  where  the  property 
was  burthened   with  a  disputed 
title,   and  the  government  made 
the  change  of  tenure  contingent 
upon   a  recognition   of  the  title. 
He  anticipated  evil  from  the  ge- 
neral indisposition  of  the  house  to 
do  what  he  held   to  be  its  first 
duty;  viz.,  to  consider  fairly  the 
present  state  of  the  colonies,  and 
the  whole  of  our  colonial  policy, 
at  the  same   time   to    determine 
upon  what  principle  that  policy 
wai  henceforth  to  be  conducted, 
and  also  to  make  those  extensive 
changes  in  the  system  which  must 
be  suggested  by  calm  deliberation 
on   the   working  of   the  present 
order  of  things.     He  dreaded  the 
continued  ignorance  of  the    real 
state  of  affairs  which  this  aversion 
to    discussion    was   calculated    to 
produce  among  themselves,    and 
he  apprehended  when  they  could 
no  longer  defer  the  moment  of 
decision,  their  views  would  be  as 
unsettled,  and  their  information 
as  incomplete,  as  at  the  present 
moment.     While  the  gentlemen 
opposite  (the  conservative  party), 
acting  on  principles  which  appeared 
to  him   the  most    immoral  ever 
avowed  by  an  opposition,  pledg- 
ing themselves  tonosystem,  thought 
their  functions  were  discharged  by 


the  exercise  of  a  perverse  ingenuit}*^ 
in  discrediting  and  thwarting  every 
plan  proposed  by  the  government, 
while  the  government  instead  of 
meeting  this  factious  hostility  with 
the  vigour  which  would  quell  it 
in  a  moment,  instead  of  gravely 
maturing   and    boldly    proposing 
large  and  sound    measures,    and 
trusting  to  the  good  feeling  and 
sense  of   the  country   to  ensure 
their  success,  and  scatter  to  the 
wind  any  party  which  should  dare 
to  thwart  them  in  such  a  course, 
attempted  on  the  contrary  to  evade 
the  criticism  of  its  measures  by 
offering  no  measures  to  be  criti- 
cised— whilst  such,  he  said,  was  the 
discreditable  game  of  parties,  the 
great  colonial  empire  of  Britain  was 
cru  mbling  to  pieces  on  every  side,  and 
they  were  involving  in  certain  ruin 
the  dearest  interests  of  thousands 
and  millions  of  their  countrymen. 
He  did  not  think  colonies  useless 
to  a  state;  to  plant  them  in  the 
wilderness,  to  turn  the  unemployed 
resources  of   nature    to  account, 
and  to  provide  a  competence  for 
our  own  population — to  raise  up 
new  branches  of  trade,  and  new 
nations  of  customers,  appeared  to 
him  a  wise  and  noble  policy  in  a 
great  people.     If  we  maintained 
colonies  for  these  purposes,  and 
^ve  up  the  old  policy  of  dividing 
m  order  to  govern,  he  did  not  see 
why  these  colonies  might  not  long 
remain   under  the  protection    of 
Great  Britain,  and  be  a  source  of 
unmingled  good.      It  would    be 
necessary  for  this  purpose  to  aban- 
don every  notion  of  making  them 
nests  of  aristocratic  patronage,  as 
well  as  every  antiquated  scheme 
for  regulating  trade.  If  such  ideas 
were  given  up,  he  did  not  see 
what  course   for  collision    could 
ever  arise  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country* 
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Mr.  Labouchere  entreated  the 
house  not  to  be  induced  by  any 
idle  jealousy  of  the  powers  to  be 
intrusted  to  the  local  government, 
to  abstain  from  giving  it  the  means 
which  were  necessary  to  carry  into 
execution  the  arduous  task  which 
had  lately  been  thrown  upon  it, 
and  which  it  had  hitherto  so  ably 
discharged.  He  also  implored  them 
not  to  withhold  from  the  local  go- 
vernment the  power  of  making  any 
laws  of  a  permanent  character. 
Already  there  was  a  great  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  colonists,  for  a 
law  to  provide  for  a  better  tenure 
of  lands,  for  all  the  colonies  con- 
curred in  declaring  that  public 
confidence  had  been  so  completely 
overthrown  by  the  present  un- 
happy state  of  affairs,  that  trans- 
actions relating  to  property  were 
to  a  great  extent  suspeifded  or 
carried  on  under  serious  disadvan- 
tages. 

Sir  £.  Sugden  and  Mr.  Hume 
briefly  addressed  the  house,  and  a 
division  then  took  place  on  the 
original  motion.  Ayes  223 ;  Noes 
28:  Majority  195.  The  house 
then  went  into  committee.  On  the 
first  clause  being  proposed,  Mr. 
Hume  objected  to  the  increased 
number  of  councillors  as  only 
making  an  addition  to  despotism ; 
this  objection  was  not  however 
pressed  to  a  division,  but  the  com- 
mittee divided  on  the  clause,  when 
there  appeared  in  favour  of  it  272^ 
against  it  15. 

Mr.  Labouchere  in  moving  the 
second  clause,  said,  he  intended  to 
add  a  proviso,  that  laws  or  ordi- 
nances might  be  made  by  the  go- 
vernor which  should  continue  in 
force  beyond  the  first  of  November 
1840,  such  laws  and  ordinances 
not  however  to  have  effect,  with*, 
out  being  previously  laid  before 
parliwacnu 


Lord  Stanley  strongly  objected 
to  the  clause  as  enlarging  the  ex- 
traordinary powers  already  granted 
to  the  governor  and  council,  and 
after  much  discussion  the  house  di- 
vided— ^for  the  clause  176,  against 
it  156. 

On  the  fourth  clause  being  pro- 
posed, sir  R.  Peel  moved  an 
amendment  to  prevent  any  altera- 
tion in  the  law  of  tenures,  which, 
after  some  opposition  from  lord 
Howick,  was  agreed  to.  The  re- 
maining clauses  were  then  passed, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  the 
following  Monday. 

About  a  fortnight  afterwards,  this 
bill  was  discussed  in  the  house  of 
lords.  It  was  brought  forward  on 
the  20th  of  July,  by  the  marquess 
of  Normanby,  who  rose  and  said, 
that  in  addressing  their  lordships 
on  the  government  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, it  was  his  intention  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  immediate  sub- 
jects of  the  bill,  and  an  explanation 
of  its  intentions.  The  evils  felt 
from  the  cession  of  the  regular 
constitutional  government  of  that 
colony  had  arisen  from  the  inef- 
ficiency and  want  of  power  of  the 
present  government.  Other  noble 
lords  would  feel  that  a  departure 
from  the  regular  form  of  govern- 
ment could  only  be  justified  by 
extraordinary  circumstances.  If 
it  was  found  necessary  to  continue 
the  present  act  for  the  suspension 
of  the  constitution,  they  should 
not  cripple  the  government  so  that 
it  could  not  be  productive  of  good 
to  the  people.  The  present  act 
for  the  temporary  administration 
of  Canada  was  broueht  in  just 
after  the  suppression  of  one  revo- 
lution and  the  breaking  out  of 
another,  and  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary that  the  forms  of  the  legisla« 
ture  should  b«  dispensed  witb|  and 
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ibat  the  governor  in  council  should 
be  enabled  to  make  laws.  The  first 
alteration  made  by  the  present  bill 
was  to  declare  that  the  number  of 
the  special  council  should  not  be  less 
than  twenty,  eleven  of  whom 
should  be  a  quorum  ;  and  the  next 
was  to  propose  to  give  a  more  per- 
manent character  to  the  acts  passed 
by  the  special  council.  On  this 
subject,  he  would  quote  the  opin- 
ion of  sir  John  Colbforne,  who  in  a 
despatch  to  loitl  Glenelg,  dated 
Jan.  31st,  1839,  says.  «  I  beg 
leave  to  state  to  your  lordships, 
that  I  am  persuaded  the  most  im- 
portant remedial  measures  required 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
are  those  which  would  tend  to  the 
re- construction  and  enlargement  of 
the  judicature,  to  the  establishment 
of  registry  offices,  to  the  abolition  of 
the  lods  et  ventesy  particularly  in 
towns,  and  the  other  oppressive 
incidents  of  the  feudal  tenure,  not 
forgetting  the  continuation  of  local 
improvements,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  system  of  district  police. 
With  returning  tranquillity  it  is 
justly  expected  that  the  measures 
to  which  I  advert  will  be  speedily 
carried  into  efiPect,  preparatory  to 
changes  of  a  more  difficult  nature, 
which  may  be  proposed  for  the 
permanent  government  of  this  pro- 
vince." This  referred  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  a  degree  of  per- 
manence to  the  enactments  passed 
previous  to  the  re  -  establishment 
dT  a  fixed  government  there.  In 
a  subsequent  despatch  dated  March 
15th,  sir  J.  Collwmesaid,  "  I  have 
adverted  in  my  despatch  of  3 1st 
January,  No.  4,  to  the  benefits  of 
extending  the  system  of  police 
which  has  been  introduced  into 
the  cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal 
and  into  the  rural  districts.  The 
continuance,  however,  of  the  police 
already  establiidied  inuat   depend 


on  the  enlargement  of  the  powers 
of  the  special  council,  which  can 
alone  adequately  provide  for  its 
support.  Among  other  measures 
connected  with  local  improvements 
which  must  be  deferr^  till  the 
special  council  Is  invested  with  au- 
thority to  raise  loans  applied  for  by 
lord  Durham,  are  the  estaUyi* 
ment  of  inferior  tribunals  in  every 
district  for  the  summarj  trial  of 
petty  offences,  which  maj  obviate 
the  inconvenience  of  bringing 
complainants  and  witnesses  IVom 
remote  distances^  and  the  eieetion 
of  court  houses  and  gaols.  What- 
ever may  be  the  restrietions  it 
might  be  deemed  expedient  to  im- 
pose upon  the  exerciie  of  the  re- 
quired  important  power  fay  the 
special  coundl,  I  cannot  but  ex- 
press my  opinion^  that  to  promote 
the  future  tranquillity  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  to  deprive  the  influen- 
tial factious  individuals  of  tiheir 
dangerous  control  in  several  sec- 
tions of  this  province,  the  speedy 
concession  of  this  additionid  power 
is  indispensable.*' 

The  next  provision  of  tlie  bill 
had  reference  to  taxation.  Lord 
Normanby  said  he  would  not  lose 
sight  of  the  evil  attending  anjr  at- 
tempt to  bestow  power  of  general 
taxation.  The  restrictions  now 
imposed  on  the  functions  ef  die 
special  council,  ought  to  be  removed 
to  the  extent  of  allowing  \t  to 
levy  tolls  and  taxes  for  certain  lo- 
cal purposes  which  were  now  |n- 
tally  neglected  in  coaaeqnenae  of 
the  want  of  any  pennaneni  regu- 
lation. The  pcesent  state  of  tibe 
finances  of  Lower  Canadm,  oAied 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  in  ibe  exist- 
ing circumstances,  it  was  iflmo»> 
sible  to  provide  for  any  of  tnoae 
objects.  By  a  return  of  tiie  reve- 
nues of  Lower  Canada  ftom  1883 
to  1638  it   appeared   Aaie   bed 
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been  from  year  to  year  a  great 
reduction;  in  1833,  the  gross 
amount  of  revenue  was  212,97H. 
and  of  net  revenue  147,712^;  in 
1838,  the  gross  amount  was 
146,079/.,  and  the  net  amount 
96,547/.  In  1833,  the  expendi- 
tore  was  134,621/.,  and  in  1838, 
(including  94,174/.,  repayment  of 
part  of  loan  from  the  imperial 
treasury),  it  was  224,050/.;  the 
balance  in  hand  January,  1839, 
was  5,381/.  Upon  an  analysis  of 
the  difibrent  sources  of  revenue,  it 
appeared  that  one  lamentable  re- 
suit  of  the  recent  disturbances  had 
been  a  great  reduction  in  the 
revenue  on  all  exciseabie  articles. 
Another  alteration  in  the  measure 
was  that  which  related  to  the  re- 
striction upon  the  special  council 
from  interfering  in  any  respect 
with  any  British  statute  introduced 
into  Lower  Canada. 

The  noble  lord  then  alluded  to 
lord  Durham's  report  in  terms  of 
high  panegyric,  but  was  compelled 
to  differ  from  the  theory  laid  down 
in  it  of  a  responsible  government. 
He  had  himself  had  some  experi- 
ence in  colonial  government,  and 
he  did  not  see  how  a  government 
could  act  under  the  species  of 
doubt  and  responsibility  which  the 
plan  of  the  noble  Earl  presumed. 
In  what  position  would  a  governor 
be  placed  who  was  bound  to  obey 
instructions  from  the  home  govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  to  act 
in  accordance  with  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  representative  body 
of  the  colony,  in  the  event  of  a 
conflict  of  opinions  between  the 
two. 

The  govern  men t,  then,  feeling 
themselves  unable  to  adopt  the 
principles  laid  down  by  the  noble 
earl,  in  his  report,  had  three 
oourses  pointed  out  to  them  for 
the  settlement  rf  affairs  in  Lower 


Canada,  first,  the  restoration  of 
the  old  assembly  of  Lower  Canada 
as  far  as  was  possible,  when  niany 
of  its  members  had  subjected  them- 
selves to  attainder,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  unable  to  resume  their 
functions,  with  the  old  majority 
devoted  to  the  French  Canadian 
interest.  A  scheme  which  Was 
evidently  impracticable.  The  se- 
cond plan  was  equally  objectiona- 
ble although  on  different  grounds ; 
it  consisted  in  a  proposition  to  Ob- 
tain a  system  of  representation 
favourable  to  the  government  bjr 
means  of  a  species  of  juggle  to  hb 
resorted  to  in  the  organisation. 
There  remained,  in  co«isequenc«4, 
but  one  other  plan  at  all  practica- 
ble which  consisted  in  an  union 
with  the  other  province.  Loid 
Normanby  could  not  conclude 
without  adverting  to  an  impres- 
sion which  had  gone  abroad  that 
it  was  intended  there  should  be  no 
legislation  for  the  Canadas  until 
1842,  which  was  perfectly  un- 
founded. The  only  reason  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  defer  any  dli- 
rect  legislation  on  that  subject, 
was  the  hope,  that  the  social  con- 
dition of  Lower  Canada  would  in 
the  course  of  time,  become  such 
as  to  render  it  a  more  easy  task 
to  amalgamate  that  province  with 
Upper  Canada. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  the  part 
taken  by  him  in  the  various  dis- 
cussions as  to  this  important  colony 
might  lead  their  lordships  to  ex- 
pect that  a  bill  of  this  nature  could 
not  pass  through  even  its  first 
stage  without  compelling  him  to 
impress  upon  their  lordships,  his 
own  peculiar  views  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  would  first  bring  before 
them  a  grave  charge  against  the 
government,  in  respect  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  dealt 
with  this  subject.    He  was  not 
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surprised  at  the  noble  marquess 
wishing  to  avoid  all  unpleasant 
and  controverted  topics,  and  to 
eschew  all  matter  that  might 
give  rise  to  charge  and  recrimi- 
nation. That  noble  lord  and  his 
colleagues  were  perfectly  sensible 
how  much  their  course  of  pro- 
ceeding required  explanation,  and 
should  they  succeed  in  defending 
it,  after  the  dates  and  facts 
brought  in  contrast  with  their 
conduct  before  that  house,  thev 
would  certainly  prove  abler  and 
luckier  men  than  he  had  ever  sup- 
posed them  to  be.  It  was  asked 
to  suspend  the  constitution  of  Ca- 
nada^ to  put  a  stop  to  the  repre- 
sentative government,  to  annul 
the  legislative  acts  passed  by  the 
people's  representatives,  to  thwart 
the  almost  unanimous  desire  of 
the  people  of  the  province — it 
was  also  asked  to  appoint  the 
absolute  government  of  a  dictator, 
in  place  of  the  constitutional  go- 
vernment which  had  before  ex- 
istedf  analogous  with  the  mode  of 
government,  by  king,  lords,  and 
commons. 

All  these  demands  were  granted 
for  their  lordships,  and  the  par- 
liament refused  nothing  to  the 
crown,  and  he  apprehended, 
that  they  did  so  on  the  sup- 
position  that  the  necessity  for 
the  suspension  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  appointment  of  an  abso- 
lute government  in  its  place,  had 
been  clearly  proved.  When  the 
government  met  the  parliament, 
in  February,  the  first  speech  of  the 
sessnon,  the  speech  delivered  from 
the  "throne,  called  upon  parliament 
immediately  to  exercise  its  wisdom 
in  the  serious  consideration  of  this 
important  subject — months  passed 
away  —  the  noble  marquess  had 
said  it  was  not  until  June  that 
anything  came  over  from  the  co- 


lony to  interrupt  the  proceedings 
adopted  by  the  government  for 
providing  for  the  wants  of  the 
province.  But  what  had  happened 
between  February  and  June  ?  Had 
March  fallen  out  of  calculation? 
Had  April  ceased  to  exist  in  the 
calendar  ?  And  was  May  no 
longer  to  be  found  in  the  history 
of  the  session  ?  Or  why  were 
these  months  suffered  to  elapse 
before  a  vestige  of  excuse  was 
given  for  the  inaction  on  the  part 
of  the  government.  During  the 
whole  of  that  time,  the  only  step 
taken  was  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
when  a  message  from  the  crown 
came  down  calling  upon  parlia- 
ment without  further  delay  to 
apply  their  minds  to  the  subject  of 
Canada.  Lord  Brougham  said,  he 
then  came  to  one  of  the  most  un- 
precedented proceedings  which  had 
ever  been  found  in  the  history  of 
a  legislature.  The  ministers  in 
the  other  house  came  down  first 
with  one  bill,  then  with  another  ; 
it  was  then  stated  one  bill  was  to 
be  pressed  and  not  the  other,  and 
then  there  was  a  doubt  whether 
either  should  be  pressed.  Finally, 
it  was  resolved  one  only  should  be 
pressed,  and  the  other  be  put  off 
for  the  year.  Now  on  these  facts 
and  dates  the  noble  marqqess  had 
founded  his  explanatory  address, 
consisting  of  a  sort  of  history  of 
the  course  taken  by  government. 
Lord  Brougham  said,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  government  had 
abandoned  its  duty  on  the  Canadian 
afiairs>  that  it  had  not  redeemed 
the  virtual  pledge  given  from  the 
throne,  nor  the  specific  pledge  given 
in  the  royal  message,  and  that  the 
measures  it  had  framed  and  adopted 
on  the  3rd  of  May  had  not  been 
brought  forward.  Acting  thus,  it 
was  undeserving  of  the  name  of 
goyernment,  U  might  possess  the 
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emoluments  and  patronage,  but  it 
had  none  of  the  substance  of  a 
government.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  now  came  to  the 
subject  of  the  ballot.  There  was 
nothing  said  in  the  Canada  bill  as 
to  how  the  votes  were  to  be  taken. 
What  would  their  lordships  say  at 
finding  the  ballot  introduced  for 
that  purpose?  that  it  had  been 
made  an  open  question  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown — by  a  cabinet 
which  professed  to  repudiate  the 
ballot,  and  which  seeking  to  reject 
it  altogether,  lent  it  on  that  occa- 
sion the  full  support  of  its  own 
venerable  authority,  modestly  sup- 
posing the  more  energetically  it 
was  supported  by  them,  the  more 
certainly  would  it  be  rejected  by 
the  rest  of  mankind. 

Were  the  ballot  once  established 
in  Canada  it  could  never  be  re- 
pealed. The  assembly  called  into 
existence  by  the  ballot  would  never 
repeal  it,  and  having  been  once 
made  an  open  question  in  this 
country,  no  majority,  however 
narrow,  of  the  house  of  commons, 
would  consent  to  it  either.  Fi- 
nally, he  besought  their  lordships 
not  to  give  to  any  men  the  power 
of  inflicting  upon  the  people  of 
Canada  by  their  dictatorial  laws, 
either  the  horrors  of  unmitigated 
despotism,  or  such  wild  anarchy 
and  confusion  as  must  be  painful 
to  all  lovers  of  peace  and  good 
order  to  contemplate.  Nothing 
but  a  necessity  the  most  imperious 
could  justify  the  creation  of  such  a 
dictatorship  as  that  which  this  bill 
would  form,  and  when  that  neces- 
sity ceased,  the  dictatorship  should 
be  at  an  end  also.  He  committed 
the  case  to  their  lordships,  and  he 
knew  to  them  he  should  not  ap- 
peal in  vain  against  what  he  held 
to  be  a  departure  from  all  princi. 
pie,  and  an  inroad  upon  all  free- 


dom, compared  with  which  the 
original 'measure  itself  was  both 
merciful  and  constitutional. 

Lord  Melbounie  said,  he  thought 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  ^pd 
thrown  away  much  energy  and 
eloquence  in  proving  that  which 
nobody  denied,  namely  that  it  was 
most  desirable  that  government 
should  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  legislate  for  Canada.  It  was 
clearly  most  desirable  to  frame  such 
a  measure  as  would  heal  the 
wounds  and  bring  to  an  end  the 
dissensions  of  that  country,  and  to 
re-establish  as  speedily  as  possible 
that  representative  constitution 
without  which  no  degree  of  pros- 
perity or  attachment  to  the  mother 
country  could  be  hoped  for.  The 
course  which  they  had  been  about 
to  pursue  had  proved  to  be  unsa- 
tisfactory to  the  colonists  them- 
selves, which  was  an  imperative 
reason  for  stopping  immediate  le- 
gislation and  taking  more  time  for 
consideration.  So  far  from  the 
ministers  having  merited  blame 
for  the  delay  which  ^had  taken 
place,  they  would  have  acted  most 
imprudently  had  they  followed 
any  other  course.  Had  they  hur- 
ried on  this  measure  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  they  might 
possibly  have  brought  it  to  a  settle- 
ment, but  to  such  an  one  as  would 
only  have  been  the  beginning  of 
new  difficulties  and  discontents. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  said,  he 
had  not  been  surprised  at  the  delay 
in  introducing  a  measure  for  the 
settlement  of  Canadian  affairs,  and 
was  convinced  the  subject  even  at 
that  moment  was  not  ripe  for  de- 
cision. The  province  of  Lower 
Canada  was  still  in  a  state  of  re- 
bellion. The  utmost  that  under 
such  cicrumstances  could  be  done 
for  the  government  of  the  province 
would  be  to  support  the  military 
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authority   by  sometliiiig  cf  legal 
sanction.     In    the   first   instance, 
ministers  should  have  advised  the 
^ueeii   to  declare  her  intention  to 
maintain  her  sovereignty  and  au- 
thority within  that  province.  They 
had  attempted  to  carry   on  their 
operations  with   a  reduced   peace 
establishment,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  neither  the  neigh- 
bcruring  powers,  nor  the  world  at 
large,  had  believed  they  Were  in 
earnest  in  the  measures  they  were 
pursuing.     Hence  it  resulted  that 
after  two  campaigns  they  were  in 
exa(:tly  the  same  situation  as  when 
they  commenced.     In  consequence 
of  their   attempting  to    carry   on 
t^o  wars,  6ne  in  Asia  and  another 
in  America,  besides  military  opera- 
tions  in    different    parts    of  the 
world,  upon  a  reduced  peace  es- 
tafblishnienty    they   were  starving 
both  thHr  W8(r  service,  and  their 
peace  service.     He    earnestly  fe- 
comftiended  their  lordships  not  to 
be  in  a  hurry  to  make  alterations 
iri  the  bill,-  but  leave  to  the  go- 
ferfimehf    all     the    responsibility 
which  Belorigea  to  them  for  this 
and  any  other  measure  they  might 
iiffrodtifce,  in  order  to  bring  those 
itikittTs  to  a  conclusion.     But  he 
wbtfid  tell  the  government    once 
tddte  that  all    their  efforts  were 
unavailing,  iinless  they  first    de- 
clare thelt  intention  to  establish 
her  majesty's  authority,  arifa  formed 
d  fleet  and  army  accordingly. 

Lord  Durham  assured  the  noble 
diiie  he  agreed  with  him  as  to  the 
necessity  of  havinga  very  large  mili- 
tary force  in  Canada.  He  also  con- 
ctffred  in  the  approbatiWi  the  noble 
dilke  had  expressed  of  the  services 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia  of 
Canada,  Vfrho  wcfre  entitled  f6  the 
deepfest  gratitude  of  this  country. 
With  regard  to  an  union  of  the 
jfrovirices,  he  hafl  in  the  report  laid 


b^fdre  theft  lofd^lilps  etptesseA  hh 
opinion,  and  be  thougtit  tlie  coirtsfe 
which  had  been  followed  in  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  «tj 
mesLBuve  for  effecting  that  object 
was  a  wise  one. 

The  people  of  the  coldny  had  a 
perfect  Hght  to  express  (heir  Ojjnri- 
iotts  upon  a  meastire  so  Itnpd^Uatt, 
and  the  postponement  of  thdi  mea- 
sure would  give  great   flttth^aclion 
to  the  lower  provinces.     Gdveth- 
ment  ought  not  to  act  prteipitntely 
but  it  was  only  fair  the  tttinhteti 
of  the  crown  should  state  ihtlt  in- 
tentions as    early  as  poaaible,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of 
the  people  of  Upper  Canada  with 
respect  to  the  nieasures  thi^  ^'^j^^ 
deem  it  advisable  to  stdopt.     With 
regard  to    Lower   Cftxiada,    Ihey 
c6uld  not  have  the  fiipitifion  of  ,the 
representative  hbStj^\  ike  fvttitithnn 
of  t1ie  hous6  cf  MenfUy  liit¥ibfg 
been  so^ttded;  btit  ^kif  &i^ 
have  that  of  the  best  eflucfTteft  ^(rt 
of  the  popfulati6n,  the  Brrfish  in- 
habitants of  L6wer  CMaday  whoirief 
loyalty  arid  deto?tion  gave  tli^  i 
just  claim   to    be  constilted.     He 
trusted,  that  during  th6  teoesB^  the 
opinions  of  the  Caniadiati  pHjifie, 
would  be  fully  ascertainefly  tttA  sol 
early  as  possible  in  the  heAi  9^ 
sion,    a    well    dige^ed    meaftrfe 
tvouW  be  bfotight  forward,  Aicfi  as 
would  meet  with  the  vpprolm^tia 
of  the  colony,  tHth  that  of  patflis- 
Orient',  and  of  the  confrtfy,  suclt  M 
would  conduce  to  the  ild^ifta^ 
of  Canada,  and  honour  afid  prcMfe-' 
rity    of    England.     After  a  few 
observations    from   lorS   Godbtd 
and  lord  Fitzwilliam,  the  UI  itt 
amended  by    the    poinnioiia    Iras 
passed,  and  thus  enSei  all  aWBtdpti 
to  legislate  for  the  Canadas  in  the 
session  of  1839. 

It  must  be  confessed  Chitt  iWi 
wds>  on  the  whbl^,  d  retj  uxuaCis^ 
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fkeioiy  termirifttldti  to  the  kbourfi 
rf  the  parlittmi^nt^  dnd  we  scarcely 
eiist  t^emb^r  stich  gteat  expec- 
tations fdrmed  oh  th&  cohiitience- 
metii  of  a  sessiotij  being  followed 
by  sd  eoiirplete  a  aisappbiniilient  ih 
the  results.  The  extraordiridt-y 
stMl^  df  parties  in  reference  to  this 
qliiestibtii  or  rather  the  relative  po- 
sition to  toch  other  ih  the  house  of 
Ibt-ds,  ot  the  nidst  distingtlished 
nk^tiib^r^  iti  that  houi^e;  the  jprithe 
niitiister,  Idtd  Glenelg,  lord  Brbug- 
hatti,  fthd  lord  Dufham-^all  it 
inigfht  have  been  fairiy  presumed, 
rtadjr  td  Itttiick  each  other,  and  de- 
fbtld  tiieil'  teslfe^tive  vie^s  and 
ojiiillbiisi— the  Very  cfitical  state  bf 
the  Cfiricldas — the  unparalleled  cir- 
(jtihistarie^  attending  Idtd  Udr- 
haiii*8  iiiij»sion  -^  the  Ordinances 
fr^iteA  by  hitn--hi^  hasty  resiena- 
tidn^biBl  return  before  his  i-esigda-* 
tidn  bud  teeti  dccej^ted  hf  h\i 
sbfereigri— his  tlidst  extraordinary 
pfoclamatioii  on  leavidg  the  cdloiiy 
— all  these  citcumstanfces  seemed 
calculated  td  etcite  the  liveliest 
diilcusaionfl,  and  to  call  for  the  mdst 
rigid  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
imperial  legislature  in  this  country. 
Yet  strange  to  say,  the  whole 
question  was  smothered  or  hushed 
up,  with  what  appeared  a  sort  of 
general  understanding,  that  no  one 
should  moot  or  disturb  it.  Both 
whigs  and  conservatives  stood  pa- 
tiently in  mute  silence,  regarding 
each  other  as  if  each  was  waiting 
for  the  other  to  commence  the  ac- 
tion. 

We  cannot  better  conclude  our 
observations  on  this  subject  than 
with  an  extract  from  the  able 
speech,  in  which  lord  Lyndhurst 
reviewed  the  proceedings"  of  the 
session.  He  there  gives  this  brief 
summary  of  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  respect  of  our  North 
American  possessions  ;  and  certain 


alldwance  b^ing  tUslde  fbr  tlie  jpHe^ 
jitdibes  of  a  chief  leader  of  a  pdft^i 
it  will  be  found  to  cotitaitt  a  jdsit 
and  true  account  of  the  msltt^r. 

'*  We  all  felt  that  nothing  could 
be  more  pressing  atld  nidre  Uhgehl 
than  the  Necessity  fbi*  talcing  thdt 
ihost  impiortant  subject  into  consi- 
deration early  in  the  session.  We 
ffelt,  that  every  tduPs  delajr,  add 
what  ha^  sipce  occiirred,  has  coti« 
firmed  the  justice!  of  our  opididn^' 
wotild  add  to  the  difficultjr  of  thfe 
subject.  Ndble  lordk  hasteded  up 
to  this  hbuse  frdni  tfll  parts  of  thif 
country  atid  the  cbntihent,  sinxiddi 
to  be  present  at  the  earliest  nid- 
ment  of  th6  dlscussioil  of  these  iin.- 
pOrt£tdt  difeaSuteg. 

"  Bdt  nothidg  i^kf  dbhe,  nd  tiiea-s 
sDfe  tvas  fejved  sdbniittbd  fbr  cddsi- 
dfei-Eltidn.  A  feW  cdriversatibns  of 
a  pefsbdal  nfltute  took  place^  add 
thd^  tlie  idatter  ddded.  At 
lengthy  hdwever,  dt  an  advanced 
period  of  the  se^feion,  tve  ti/fefe 
told  that  the  plan  fdr  settling  th^ 
Canadas  wa^  niatured  ;  the  plah 
came  forth  ;  a  constitution  V^as 
td  be  fdrriied  for  the  twd  prdvihces 
which  were  to  be  united  in  one ; 
this  plan,  however,  was  not  to 
come  into  effect  till  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  three  years,  in  1842. 
The  temporary  government  was  to 
be  continued  until  that  time,  and 
thus  it  became  necessary,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  from  the  extension 
of  the  duration  of  the  temporary 
government,  that  further  powers 
should  be  given  to  it  particularly 
with  a  view  to  provide  for  local 
improvements.  Thus  the  affair 
rested  and  continued  some  time  in 
suspense.  Intimation,  however, 
was  given,  that  these  measures 
proposed  by  ministers  would  meet 
with  opposition.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  opposition  would 
be  of  a  vigorous  character,  and  the 
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whole  scheme  was  suddenly  aban- 
doned. We  were  told  it  was 
abandoned  in  consequence  of  in- 
fonnation  recently  received  from 
Canada.  Wliat  the  information 
was  has  never  been  communicated 
to  your  lordships  or  the  other 
house  of  parliament,  and  any  per- 
son who  will  take  the  pains  to 
trace  the  proceedings  in  Canada 
for  the  last  six  months,  will  find  no 
alteration  had  occurred  in  the  state 
of  things  in  that  country  which 
could  have  any  influence  on  this 
measure.  With  the  bill  fell  also 
the  other  part  of  the  scheme  which 
was  to  continue  the  temporary 
government  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  But  then  it  was  necessary, 
that  something  should  be  done,  that 
there  should  at  least  be  the  appear- 
ance of  legislating  for  Canada. 
Therefore  it  was  that  bill — that 
fragment  of  a  measure,  which 
passed  the  other  house  of  parlia- 
ment^ was  brought  up  and  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration.  But 
so  little  importance  did  her  ma- 
jesty's ministers  attach  to  it^  that 
the  noble  lord  who  had  the  conduct 


of  the  bill  in  this  house  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  provisions  and 
the  effects  of  them,  and  utterly  un- 
able to  explain  them  to  your  lord- 
ships. It  would,  of  course,  have 
been  desirable  if  the  temporary 
government  of  Canada  had  been 
prolonged  for  three  years,  to  give 
extended  powers  to  the  governor 
for  the  pu^se  of  providing  for 
local  improvements^  but  when  that 
plan  was  abandoned,  such  neces- 
sity no  longer  existed,  and  in  fact, 
as  the  bill  is  now  framed,  nothing 
effectual  can  be  done  under  it,  un- 
til next  spring,  at  which  time  your 
lordships  must  legislate  for  Canada 
because,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
the  powers  of  the  governor  under 
the  former  bill  will  expire.  The 
bill  was,  therefore,  idle  and  un- 
necessary, and  was  obviously  Intro-' 
duced  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  show  of  legislating.  So 
much  for  the  redemption  of  this 
pledge.  So  much  for  the  conduct 
of  her  majesty's  government,  on 
this  grave  and  important  subject, 
the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of 
Canada.*' 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Second  Jamaica  Bill — Provisions  explained  hy  Mr,  Labouchere-^Ob' 
servalions  of  Sir  R,  Peel — Lord  John  RusselVs  Retort — Mr.  Hume, 
Sir  CGrey,  Mr.  Labouchere — Debate  in  Committee  on  Sir  E.Sugden's 
Amendment — Speech  of  Mr,  Labouchere,  Mr,  Gladstone,  Mr,  GouU 
bum — Mr,  Sheil'-^  Amendment  lost — Sir  Robert  Peel  divides  the  House 
on  the  Clause  after  the  Third  Reading — Second  Reading  in  the 
House  of  Lords — Observations  of  several  Peers -- In  Committee-'^ 
Lard  Lyndhurst  moves  the  mnission  of  the  First  Clause — Lord  Gle- 
nelg  defends  his  own  Proceedings-^  Apparent  Disappointment  of  the 
Marquis  of  Normanby — Speech  of  Lord  Brougham  —  Vehement 
Reply  of  Lord  Melbourne'^  Clause  expunged — Ix>rd  Harewood's 
Suggestion — Lord  BroughanCs  Amendment  upon  the  Second  Clause 
''^Opposed  by  Lord  Melbourne,  and  Defeated '■^  Observations  of 
Lord  Brougham — Bill  parsed,  and  sent  back  to  the  Commons — who 
agree  to  the  alterations — Malt a-^ Address  moved  by  Lord  Brougham 
for  Disallowing  the  Ordinance — Motion  of  Lord  Ripon^Mr, 
Ward's  Resolutions  on  Colonial  Lands* 


BEFORE  we  conclude  our  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of 
parliament  with  respect  to  colonial 
legislation  for  the  present  year,  we 
must  advert  to  the  line  taken  by  the 
ministers  in  the  disposal  of  their  un- 
fortunate Jamaica  bill.  Their  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  this  matter,  on  their 
resumption  of  their  official  situa- 
tions was  one  of  peculiar — we 
had  almost  said  of  humiliating— ^ 
embarrassment.  Tliey  had  openly 
declared  that  they  felt  themselves 
compelled  by  a  sense  of  honour  and 
duty  to  resign  their  offices,  on 
finding  that  the  house  of  commons 
was  not  disposed  to  concur  in  the 
line  of  policy  which  they  considered 
it  necessary  to  adopt  on  this  impor- 
tant subject ;  yet,  in  the  face  of 
Vol.  LXXXL 


that  declaration,  they  had  submitted 
to  resume  the  responsibilities  of 
government,  and  were  now  obliged 
to  bring  forward  such  a  measure 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  affairs 
of  Jamaica  as  the  house  of  commons 
were  likely  to  consent  to,  however 
directly  contradictory  in  its  provi- 
sions to  their  own  recorded  convic- 
tions of  what  was  demanded  by 
the  imperious  exigencies  of  the  case. 
The  humiliation,  however,  was  not 
altogether  a  new  one  to  the  present 
cabinet ;  and,  accordingly,  they 
went  through  the  trial  with  less 
difficulty  than  might  have  been 
apprehended. 

On  laying  the  second  measure 
before  the  house  on  the  30  th  of  May, 
Mr.  Labouchere  observed,  that  the 
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alterations  exhibited  in  its  principal 
features  had  not  been  introduced  in 
consequence  of  any  change  of  opi- 
nion ;  he  felt,  on  the  contrary,  but 
little  faith  in  the  present  experiment, 
but  the  former  measure  had  been 
rendered  ineffectual  for  any  practi- 
cal purpose  by  the  pertinacious  re- 
sistance of  the  party  opposite, — a 
tenour  of  action, he  would  take  leave 
to  say,  which  could  not  be  adopted 
in  cases  of  colonial  policy  without 
great  and  serious  mischief. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
proceeded  to  explain,  that  in  the 
present  bill  it  was  proposed  to  call 
together  once  more  the  colonial 
assembly,  in  order  to  allow  them 
what  had  been  termed  a  locus 
penileniice.  The  assembly,  it  was 
well  known,  had  themselves  repre- 
sented the  necessity  of  ameliorating 
the  existing  laws  regarding  va- 
grancy, the  relation  between  mas- 
ter and  servant,  unauthorized 
occupation  of  land,  together  with 
the  state  of  the  mUitia,  and  the 
electoral  qualification;  no  fewer, 
moreover,  than  seventeen  annual 
acts  of  importance  had  been  suffered 
to  expire,  in  many  cases,  to  the  se- 
rious prejudice  of  the  colony,  which 
depended  upon  them  for  the  mainte-i 
nance  of  the  police  andother  institu^ 
tions,as  well  as  for  the  funds  requir- 
ed for  its  domestic  administration. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  related 
to  those  matters  which  did  not  fall 
under  thehead  of  expired  enactments 
—the  subjects,  in  particular,  of  va- 
grancy, contracts,  and  squatting. 
With  reference  to  these  questions, 
orders  had  been  already  transmitted 
to  the  crown  colonies,  and  were 
now  in  successful  operation.  To 
them  the  assembly  of  Jamaica 
would  be  referred,  with  injunctions 
to  legislate,  not  indeed  according 
to  the  letter,  but  in  conformity 

with  the  spirit  rf  their  proriaons. 


Should  they  fail  to  do  so  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  governor  could 
not  with  propriety  give  his  sanction, 
it  would  then  be  competent  for 
him  with  the  aid  of  his  council, 
after  a  certain  interval,  to  make 
theTequ\site\a,wSimulatis  mutandis, 
upon  the  models  which  had  before 
been  indicated.  The  object  of  the 
second  clause  was  to  leave  a  certain 
time  to  the  Assembly  for  re-enacting 
the  seventeen  annual  laws,  and  to 
invest  the  governor  in  council  with 
authority  to  renew  them,  in  the 
event  of  the  colonial  legislature 
failing  to  do  so. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  declined 
offering  any  opinion  upon  the 
merits  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
stage,  adverted  to  the  terms  in 
which  Mr.  Labouchere  had  depre- 
cated party  feeling.  He  fully 
admitted,  that  it  would  be  unfair  to 
oppose  a  government  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  embarrassing  its  proceed- 
ings on  a  mere  colonial  question, 
and  still  more  so  on  one  where  the 
interests  of  the  newly  emancipated 
population  were  concerned.  -  If, 
however,  he  with  his  friends,  were 
bo?id  fide  of  opinion  that  the  alleged 
grounds  were  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  suspension  of  a  consti- 
tution, they  were  surely  equally 
warranted  with  the  government 
in  taking  their  own  course,  and 
when  that  was  once  adopted,  party 
tactics  would  necessarily  come  into 
play,  and  the  fullest  procurable  at- 
tendance would  be  mustered  on 
either  side.  Mr.  Labouchere  would 
also  do  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  in 
the  division  against  the  bill  were 
included  not  only  the  conservative 
party,  but  no  less  than  ten  of  his 
own  adherents.  FThis  reminiscence 
called  forth  a  snout  from  the  op- 
position, and  a  sardonic  cheer 
on  Ihe  ministerial  side,  proceeding 

it  is  belieyed  from  lord  Hawick.3 
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'*  The  noble  lord,"  (continued  sir 
Robert  Peel,  who  generally  finds 
his  account  in  an  interruption) 
'*  the  noble  lord  is,  of  course,  enti- 
tled to  give  a  sneer  and  an  answer 
for  his  own  friends,  though  not  for 
mine  ;  and  we  will  take  it  there- 
fore, LF  he  will  have  it  so,  that  his 
ten  friends  do  act  on  party  views, 
while  ours  do  not.  [jcheers  again 
from  the  Opposition,'^  Where  these 
charges  oi  party  are  made,  the 
whole  question  turns  on  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  proceeding ;  and  as  I 
was  nncere,  I  resolved  that  my 
opposition  should  be  a  real  and  not 
a  merely  nominal  one/' 

Lord  John  Russell  admitted 
that  it  was  quite  competent  for  the 
right  hon.  baronet  to  proclaim  his 
hostility  to  the  recent  measure,  and 
secure  the  general  attendance  of 
his  supporters.  But  this  admission 
did  not  go  to  justify  the  mode  of 
treatment  adopted  towards  certain 
of  the  friends  of  sir  Robert  deeply 
interested  in  Jamaica,  who  had 
heen  induced  for  party  purposes, 
to  withdraw  the  opinions  which 
they  had  previously  communicated 
to  government. 

Being  now  in  the  vein  of  invec- 
tive, lord  John  proceeded  to  rate 
the  conservative  body  for  having 
descended  from  their  higher  policy 
of  declining  the  aid  of  the  radicals, 
to  seek,  by  an  unwonted  appeal  to 
liberal  principles^  the  support  of 
those  whose  objection  to  the  go- 
vernment was  simply  the  insuffi- 
ciencv  of  its  reforms.  The  member 
for  Tamworth,  he  contended,  had 
acted  in  a  manner  not  only  unusual 
in  party  warfare,  but  at  variance 
with  his  own  declarations. 

Mr.  Hume  desired  to  know  upon 
what  pretence  the  government 
complained  that  nothing  had  been 
done  by  the  Assembly,  when  they 
had  not  sent  any  answer  to  the 


inquiry  conveyed  in  their  fourth 
resolution  ?  No  better  case  had,  in 
Ills  opinion,  been  established  for 
this  bill  than  had  been  made  out 
by  the  former  measure. 

Here  the  debate  would  naturally 
have  closed,  and  members  began  to 
leave  the  house ;  but  sir  Charles 
Grey  who  had  given  notice  of  a 
clause  to  be  ingrafted  upon  the  old 
Jamaica  bill,  which  was  not 
brought  forward  in  consequence  of 
the  abandonment  of  that  measure, 
seized  the  present  occasion  of 
delivering  his  sentiments  at  some 
length  upon  the  general  state  (of 
West- Indian  societies. 

Mr.  Labouchere  then  rose,  and 
excused  the  government  for  having 
sent  no  reply  to  the  Assembly's 
inquiry,  upon  the  plea  that  it  waa 
not  possible  to  give  an  answer 
before  parliament  had  decided  upon 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  The 
discussion  was  concluded  by  sir 
Edward  Sugden,  who  stated  that 
he  had  read  with  attention  every 
document  on  the  Jamaica  question, 
and  although  he  had  set  out  with 
no  little  prejudice  against  the 
planters,  so  greatly  had  his  opinion 
altered  in  the  process  of  perusal, 
that  in  the  event  of  his  friends 
pursuing  a  different  line  from  that 
which  they  had  actually  decided 
upon,  he  should  have  felt  himself 
obliged  to  vote  in  opposition  to 
them.  Notwithstanding  the  pre- 
cedent of  Canada,  he  did  not  take 
the  suspension  of  a  constitution  to 
be  quite  so  much  a  matter  of  course 
as  the  government  appeared  to  re- 
gard it*   The  bill  was  brought  in. 

The  house  went  in  to  committee 
upon  it  on  the  10th  of  June.  The 
task  of  conducting  the  opposition 
seemed  on  this  occasion  to  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  sir  Edward  Sug- 
den, who  opened  the  deliberations 
by  a  proposal  to  omit  the  first  clause 
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of  the  bill,  which  empowered  the 
governor  in  council  to  make  ordi- 
nances with  reference  to  vagrancy, 
service,  and  squatting,  in  the  event 
of  the  Assembly  neglecting  to  le- 
gislate upon  these  three  subjects 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  a  cer- 
tain time.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  'gentleman  went  at  some 
length  into  the  leading  topics  con- 
nected with  the  previous  bill,  and 
then  proceeded  to  dissect  with  con- 
siderable acuteness  the  provisions  of 
that  which  was  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Labouchere  declined  to  re- 
new the  battle  over  the  dead  body 
of  the  abandoned  bill,  and  addressed 
himself  to  the  matter  in  debate. 
It  appeared,  said  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the  main  objection 
was  to  be  raised  against  the  first 
clause.  But  as  Mr.  Burge^  the 
accredited  agent  of  Jamaica,  had 
ma^e  his  principal  complaint 
against  the  second,  which  sir  £. 
Sugden  had  admitted  to  be  neces- 
sary, was  it  not  clear  that  the 
sacrifice  of  clause  1,  would  not 
procure  the  concurrence  of  the 
Assembly  in  clause  2,  or  restore 
harmony  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ? 

The  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
the  orders  in  council  had  worked 
in  the  crown  colonies,  very  much 
removed  any  apprehension  which 
might  be  suggested  by  the  difficulty 
of  making  laws  for  a  distant  depend, 
ency.  It  was  expedient  to  exhibit 
steadiness  in  legislation,  and  not  to 
deal  strictly  with  our  colonies  when 
an  anti-slavery  enthusiasm  pre- 
vailed at  home,  while  we  showed 
ourselves  remiss  upon  the  removal 
of  such  external  stimulus,  or  our 
enactments  would  come  in  the  end 
to  be  regarded  as  the  result  of 
popular  excitement  rather  than  as 
the  work  of  deliberate  judgment. 
Mr.  Gladstone  was   supported 


by  the  significant  acclamations  of 
his  party,  when  he  assured  the 
right  hon.  the  under  secretary,  of 
his  full  agreement  in  the  necessity 
for  exhibiting  steadiness  in  legisla- 
tion. He  also  agreed  that  the 
imperial  parliament  had  the  right 
to  interpose,  and  whenever  an 
opportunity  of  legislating  for  itself 
should  have  been  once  given  and 
neglected  by  the  colonial  assembly, 
he  would  assent  to  the  interference 
of  the  mother  country.  That  oc- 
casion was  not  presented  by  the 
present  bill,  nor  was  it  moreover 
possible  for  them  to  exercise  any 
satisfactory  deliberation  in  the 
interval  between  the  passing  of  the 
measure,  which  would  hardly  reach 
Jamaica  before  the  end  of  August, 
and  the  first  of  October,  which  was 
the  date  fixed  for  superseding  the 
colonial  parliament  in  default  of 
its  having  adopted  the  requisite 
regulations  before  that  day.  Why 
was  Jamaica  to  be  singled  out  for 
this  especial  purpose  ? 

Mr.  Goulburn  took  still  more 
decided  ground.  The  present  bill 
differed  but  little  from  the  former 
one,  and,  in  his  opinion,  only  dif- 
fered for  the  worse,  for  it  offered 
a  premium  to  the  council  for 
disapproving  of  the  acts  ,of  the 
Assembly,  in  order  that  it  might 
itself  acquire  the  power  of  legis- 
lating in  its  place. 

Mr.  Shell  was  at  first  heard 
with  attention,  in  the  expectation, 
perhaps,  of  some  oratorical  move- 
ment, but  he  shortly  lost  the  favour 
and  patience  of  his  auditory,  who 
began  to  suspect  that  he  was 
speaking  against  time.  The  im- 
patience of  the  house  soon  became 
universal,  and  he  sat  down  amid 
clamours  for  the  question. 

The  house  divided  upon  the  1st 
clause  at  the  premature  hour  of 
half-past  ten^  when  the  numbers 
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were  declared  to  be  for  228;  against 
194;  majority  34.  This  result 
was  received  with  great  cheering 
from  the  ministerial  benches.  The 
conservatives  who  were  not  pre- 
pared for  the  division,  which  took 
place  at  an  earlier  moment  than 
what  had  been  expected,  offered  no 
further  opposition  to  the  bill  in 
committee,  but  sir  Robert  Peel  gave 
notice  that  he  would  again  divide 
the  house  on  the  same  clause  after 
the  third  reading. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved 
for  the  third  reading  on  the  19th  of 
June.  After  some  observations  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Hume,  which  were 
replied  to  by  lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.  Labouchere  stated,  that  the 
time  left  to  the  Assembly  for  delib- 
eration, could  be  extended  from 
the  1st  to  the  15th  of  October. 

The  bill  was  then  read  without 
opposition. 

Mr.  Goulburn  now  rose  to  move 
the  omission  of  the  1st  clause, 
and  received  the  further  counte- 
nance of  Mr.  Hume  for  his  amend- 
ment.  It  was  remarked  by  lord 
John  Russell,  that  while  Mr.  Burge 
had  directed  his  observations 
against  the  second  clause  of  the 
bill,  which  involved  the  constitu- 
tional privilege,  the  opponents 
of  the  measure  in  the  house 
of  commons  laid  the  greatest  stress 
on  the  former  clause  which  did 
not  at  all  interfere  with  the  consti- 
tutional privileges  of  the  Assembly. 
The  rejection  of  that  clause  would 
indeed  prevent  any  useful  legisla- 
tion on  the  subjects  embraced  by 
its  provisions,  but  the  constitutional 
difficulty  still  rested  on  the  second 
section. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  arose  amid  loud 
cries  of  **  divide."  I  would  rea- 
dily give  way,  (exclaimed  the  right 
hon.  baronet,)  if  it  were  becoming 
for  the  house  for  me  to  do  so,  but 


I  fear  you  are  about  to  place  your- 
selves in  a  discreditable  predica- 
ment, and  to  give  just  grounds  of 
complaint  to  the  Assembly,  You 
say  to  the  colonial  parliament, 
unless  you  pass  these  most  impor- 
tant laws  relating  to  vour  domestic 
administration — and  we  give  you 
six  weeks  to  do  it  in — you  shall  be 
superseded,  and  the  governor  in 
council  shall  exercise  your  func- 
tions. I  ask  you,  said  sir  Robert, 
whether  you  consider  it  to  be  at 
all  decorous  to  make  such  a  propo- 
sition ?  Look  at  your  own  pro- 
ceedings with  respect  to  church- 
rates,  Irish  tithes,  joint -stock 
banks,  and  legislation  for  Canada — 
you  postponed  every  practical  mea- 
sure for  Canada  till  1842 — and 
tell  me  whether  you  think  it  a 
decorous  course  to  say  to  the  colonial 
legislature  of  Jamaica,  unless  you 
pass  some  most  important  bills  in 
six  weeks,  we  will  forthwith  sus- 
pend you  ?  You  are  going  to  give 
them  a  great  advantage — you  will 
reverse  your  respective  positions—* 
that  is  what  I  deprecate,  and  I 
never  felt  upon  any  point  more 
strongly.  Should  the  house  of 
assembly  continue  to  neglect  their 
duties  to  this  country,  and  to  the 
negro  population,  I  shall  then  be 
ready  to  allow  the  British  parlia- 
ment to  arrogate  to  itself  the  right 
of  making  laws  for  the  colony  : 
but  I  feel  that  you  are  only  em- 
barrassing the  consideration  of  the 
question  by  the  course  which  you 
are  now  adopting.  What  are  you 
going  to  do  ?  You  reserve  not  to 
the  imperial  parliament,  but  to  the 
governor  in  council,  the  right  of 
determining  what  may  be  fit  to  be 
done  on  the  15  th  of  October.  You 
areon  the  point  of  giving  to  the  new 
governor — who  is  going  to  the  co- 
lony without  any  practical  know- 
ledge of  its  present  QODdition— ^ 
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whom  you  are  about  to  send  out  by 
the  next  packet,  the  power  of  decid- 
ing upon  the  expedience  of  suspend- 
ingall  legislation  in  Jamaica,  and>  at 
the  game  time,  by  a  coercive  menace, 
you  make  it  quite  impossible  for  the 
Assembly  to  exercise  for  good  the 
power  with  which  it  is  proposed  to 
invest  them.  Legislation  so  ef« 
fected  would  carry  little  authority 
with  the  whites  or  with  the  blacks, 
it  might  be  pursued  and  remain, 
but  it  would  not  the  less  be  of  the 
most  discreditable  character. 

Mr.  Labouchere  admitted,  that 
the  method  in  contemplation  was 
not  a  very  agreeable  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding,  it  was  however  the  best 
which,  under  the  circumstances, 
could  be  adopted,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  new,  as  it  had  been 
resorted  to  on  other  occasions.  The 
house  then  divided — For  the  clause 
267;  Against  257:  Ministerial 
majority  10. 

In  the  house  of  lords  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  moved  on 
the  1st  of  July  by  the  marquess  of 
Normanby,  who  adverted  in  terms 
of  great  severity  to  the  conduct 
and  constitution  of  the  Jamaican 
assembly,  a  subject  on  which  he 
said  his  personal  experience  and 
local  knowledge  enabled  him  to 
form  an  opinion. 

Lord  Hare  wood  said,  that  too 
much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the 
reception  of  the  Prisons'  bill  by  the 
Assembly,  which  had  in  fact  only 
brought  the  dispute  to  a  crisis. 
He  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read 
again  that  day  three  months. 

Lord  Brougham  was  strongly 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill ; 
it  was,  however,  necessary  for 
something  to  be  done,  he  would 
therefore  let  the  bill  pitxieed  and 
consider  it  in  committee. 

The  speech  of  lord  Normanby 

was  severely  censured  by  the  duke 


of  Wellington,  wlio  declared  most 
solemnly  that  the  greatest  doubt 
he  entertained  on  the  propriety  of 
agreeing  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  arose  from  some  of  the  to- 
pics introduced  by  the  noble  mover 
into  that  speech.  It  was  the  duty 
of  men  in  office  to  conciliate  such 
bodies  as  the  legislature  of  Jamaica, 
but  the  whole  of  the  speech  in 
question  was  made  up  of  violence 
and  menace,  and  that  for  no  better 
reason  than  because  the  Assembly 
had  very  naturally  disapproved  of 
an  act  which  went  to  usurp  their 
own  proper  authority,  and  had 
been  announced  in  a  way  in  which 
no  gentleman  would  be  pleased  to 
have  any  order  whatever  commu- 
nicated to  him.  The  noble  duke, 
however,  hoped  to  make  such  altera- 
tions in  committee  as  would  render 
the  bill  an  useful  measure. 

Several  observations  fell  from 
other  noble  lords,  and  the  earl  of 
Harewood,  in  concurrence  with  the 
general  feeling,  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

On  the  following  evening,  when 
the  order  of  the  day  was  read  for 
going  into  committee^  lord  Lynd* 
hurst  rose  to  move  the  expunction 
of  the  first  clause  of  the  bill.  The 
noble  and  learned  baron  on  this  oc- 
casion proceeded  to  review  the 
previous  transactions  which  had 
brought  about  the  present  crisis, 
and  dissected  the  bill  before  the 
house,  in  a  speech  which  was 
eminently  characterised  by  the 
great  dignity  of  expression^  and  the 
perfectly  lucid  ordination  of  the 
materials.  He  entered  into  a  long 
vindication  of  the  demeanour  of 
the  colonial  assembly ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  most  debated  topic, 
insisted  that  the  Jamaican  legisla- 
ture had  already  passed  in  1834,  a 
prison/  bill,  which  did  not  mate- 

rially  differ  la  its  ennctm^nts  ftwa 
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that  which  had  been  so  unceremo- 
niously imposed  upon  them.  On 
a  subsequent  occasion^  at  the  sug- 
gestion  of  the  governor^  they  even 
appropriated  42,000/.  in  order  to 
give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the 
measure.  The  necessity  of  still 
further  alterations  had  been  indi- 
cated by  the  government,  but  im- 
pediments of  one  kind  or  another^ 
the  prorogation  of  the  Assembly, 
and  at  a  more  recent  period,  the 
express  recommendation  of  sir 
Lionel  Smith,  had  prevented  any 
further  legislation  on  that  subject. 
Too  great  a  handle  by  far  had  been 
made  of  their  intemperatelanguage. 
No  one  could  regret  it  more  than 
he  did,  but  it  had  been  adopted  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  when  no 
more  than  twelve  members  re- 
mained, and  was  disapproved  by 
the  rest  of  the  Assembly. 

To  come  to  the  bill  before  them. 
It  could  not  be  denied,  said  lord 
Lyndhursty  that  the  imperial  par- 
liament possessed  the  right  to  pass 
laws  for  Jamaica.  But  nothing, 
nevertheless,  short  of  a  great  emer- 
gency, could  justify  such  a  proce- 
dure ;  that  was  the  doctrine  of  all 
statesmen;  was  the  present  a  junc- 
ture of  that  character  ?  Sufficient 
rea(M>ns  indeed  were  stated  for  the 
bill  in  the  preamble ;  but  the  pre- 
amble declared  what  was  falsc^ 
when  it  set  forth,  without  the 
slightest  qualification,  that  the  As- 
sembly had  refused  to  pass  any  ex- 
cepting money  bills.  In  those  re- 
solutions the  resumption  of  their 
legislative  functions  was  in  point 
offact  made  contingent  upon  the 
answer  which  the  government 
might  be  pleased  to  make  to  their 
question  with  regard  to  the  foot- 
ing upon  which  they  were  to  ex- 
ercise the  privilege  of  independent 
internal  government.  A  subject 
of  complaint  wa»  mentioned,  and 


they  called  for  redress,  nor  was 
there  any  reason  for  doubting,  that 
a  more  conciliatory  treatment  would 
have  brought  them  back  to  their 
duties.  But,  continued  the  noble 
lord,  not  only  was  this  bill  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Jamaican  constitution, 
it  was  moreover  a  most  unneces- 
sary violation ;  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  passing  laws  relating  to 
contracts  and  vagrancy  with  so  great 
precipitation.  An  application  was 
made  at  the  end  of  the  last  year  for 
a  return  of  the  number  of  vagrants 
at  that  time.  The  return  came,  and 
the  result  was  nil.  The  remain- 
ing subjects  might  be  postponed 
with  little  detriment  until  the 
Assembly  could  make  the  necessary 
regulations*  It  was  better  to  wait 
than  to  force  laws  upon  them ;  to 
exercise  forbearance  towards  the 
weak  was  ever  a  temperate,  digni- 
fied, and  wise  course  of  conduct, 
and  parliament,  he  was  satisfied, 
ought  to  adopt  no  other. 

Lord  Glenelg  and  the  marquess 
of  Normanby  then  rose  together; 
the  latter,  however,  gave  way,  and 
lord  Glenelg  addressed  the  house 
at  some  length  with  regard  to  his 
conduct  on  the  Prisons*  bill.  The 
noble  lord  admitted  that  the  gaol 
act  passed  by  the  Jamaica  legisla- 
ture in  1834,  was  in  itself  free 
from  objections,  it  recognised  as 
the  basis  of  prison  discipline,  clas- 
sification, regular  labour,  religious 
and  moral  instruction,  but  the  sa- 
lutary provisions  of  this  statute 
were  but  imperfectly  administered, 
and  the  principles  almost  entirely 
disregarded  in  practice.  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  that  this  in- 
convenience arose  out  of  the  fatal 
circumstance  that  the  act  contained 
no  adequate  executory  provisions, 
it  depended  upon  the  parochial 
authorities  and  local  magistrates, 
and  sulwequent  experience  went  to 
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prove  how  completely  inoperative 
the  new  regulations  had  remained 
in  the  hands  of  these  functionaries. 

Lord  Glenelg  did  not  travel 
further  out  of  the  period  commen- 
surate with  his  own  official  respon- 
sihility,  and  abandoned  the  defence 
of  the  subsequent  measures  of  the 
government  to  his  uneasy  successor. 
Lord  Normanby  felt  evidently 
somewhat  disconcerted  that  the 
noble  baron  had  not  chosen  to 
address  himself  to  the  general  ques- 
tion^ though,  we  think;  with  but 
little  reason^  for  no  one  could  have 
less  claims  upon  the  benevolence 
of  lord  Glenelg  than  his  successor 
in  the  colonial  office.  The  new 
secretary  confined  himself  to  a  brief 
recapitulation  of  the  general  argu- 
ments which  had  been  already  so 
fully  given. 

The  disappointment  of  the  noble 
marquess,  who  had  not  apparently 
made  himself  master  of  the  subject^ 
ivas  partaken  in  appearance  by  lord 
Brougham  who  followed  him.  Not 
one  word  had  fallen^  said  the  learn- 
ed baron,  upon  the  question  before 
the  house,  from  the  late  colonial 
secretary^  although  he  rose  after 
an  attack  upon  the  present  bill 
upon  almost  every  point  of  consti- 
tutional law,  and  every  fact  that 
bore  upon  the  case.  Neither  had 
the  marquess  of  Normanby  advanc- 
ed in  its  justification  one  tangible 
reason.  They  referred  to  the  Pri- 
jsons'  bill;  to  the  conduct  of  the 
assembly  in  1838.  But  whether 
the  first  clause  should  stand,  that 
was  in  fact  the  question,  and  to 
that  proposal,  limiting  as  he  even 
did  his  assent  to  measures  of  uncon- 
stitutional character  and  hateful 
aspect;  begun,  continued,  and  end- 
ed in  illegal  violence,  he  must  un- 
hesitatingly answer  "  No.'* 

When,  however,  even  unconsti- 
tutional measures  came  up  to  that 


branch  of  the  legislature,  with  the 
clear  and  decided  opinion  expressed 
in  favour  of  them  by  the  other 
house  of  parliament,  it  would  be 
with  the  greatest  reluctance  that 
he  should  ask  their  lordships  to 
record  their  dissent  from  the  de- 
sires of  representatives  of  the  people. 
So  it  was  when  large  majorities  of 
the  lower  house  had  sent  up  bills, 
as  heretofore  in  1833  and  1834; 
and  it  might  be  so  again  when  other 
measures  arrived,  if  under  the  pre- 
sent dispensation  they  were  ever 
again  to  receive  bills  passed  by 
even  respectable  majorities.  When- 
ever he  was  convinced  that  the 
case  for  him  to  grapple  with  was 
sanctioned  by  the  unequivocal  and 
decided  will  of  the  house  of  com. 
mons,  conveyed  in  anything  ap-i 
proaching  to  a  fair  and  undeniable 
majority  of  its  members,  and  not  by 
a  precarious  chance  medley — in  such 
an  event,  although  he  might  not  feel 
obliged  to  give  up  his  own  convic- 
tion, it  would  be  no  doubt  his  duty 
to  treat  the  question  with  respect 
and  delicacy,  not  to  differ  lightly 
or  inconsiderately,  and,  if  possible, 
to  agree  with  it.  But,  exclaimed 
the  noble  lord,  how  was  it  with  a 
measure  which  owed  its  success  to 
the  most  narrow  majority,  to  cir- 
cumstances all  but  fortuitous,  where 
the  turn  of  the  scale  was  obtained 
by  the  lightest  dust  flung  into 
the  balance,  wavering,  quivering, 
shaking  in  the  air,  so  that  the  eye 
could  hardly  see  which  scale  pre- 
ponderated, when  neither  kicked 
the  beam?  In  what  light,  for 
example,  were  they  to  regard  the 
first  clause  of  the  present  bill? 
Were  the  commons  unanimous  ?  so 
far  from  that,  the  preponderance  in 
its  favour  hardly  deserved  the  name 
—the  expression  of  its  pleasure  was 
not  distinctly  communicated;  none 
but  the  keenest  organs  of  vision 
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could  discern    the  faint  majority^  ing  to  so  extreme  an  expedient  in 

and    the  vague    arguments   were  the  present   instance^  were  those 

not  audihle  hut    to  ears  of   the  very   persons   who>    on  a  former 

rarest  acuteness.     It  was  doubtful  occasion^  were  unanimous  in  sus- 

whether  the  legislature  had  come  pending  the  Canadian  legislature^ 

to  any  opinion  whatever  upon  the  upon  the  ground  that  it  had  aban« 

subject.  doned  its  functions.    What  if  three 

Noble  lords  might  laugh^  but  if  hundred  of  those  who  had  voted 

there  were  any  thing  ludicrous  in  with  so  little  hesitation  upon  the 

such  legislation,  the  fault  lay  not  case  then  presented  to  them,  were 

with  him,  but  the  fact  was  so ;  and  now,  without  exception,  of  opinion 

it  was    melancholy  rather    than  that  there  was  no  ground  whatever 

laughable  when  the  affairs  of  a  for  the  proposed  interference  with 

great  nation  were  so   conducted,  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  ?     What- 

It  came  near  to  an  abdication  of  evermightbehis  individual  opinion, 

parliamentary   power,  a  negation  a  consideration  like  this  might  well 

of  all  their  functions.  induce  him  to  pause. 

The  practical  inference  was  one  Colonial  assemblies,    said    lord 
of  the  last  importance.   In  propor-  Brougham,  will,  from  time  to  time, 
tion  as  he  should  be  slow  to  touch  be    in    conflict    with    the    home 
a  work — the  workmanship  of  law-  government ;   and  their  lordships 
giving,   conducted  by   the  steady  must  lay  their  account  with  these 
handy   the  united  purpose  of  the  things ;  but  let  them,  at  the  same 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legisla-  time,  remember  the  lesson  given 
ture — even  so  he  felt  himself  war-  to  parliament  by  the  mature  ex- 
ranted  in  calling  upon  their  lord-  perience,  the  comprehensive  saga- 
ships  to  approach  this  motion  as  an  city,  the  genius  for  affairs,  of  the 
open   and  original  question,  upon  first  lord  Chatham — 
which  the  other  house  had  never  <«  Be  to  their  virtues  ever  kind, 
given  a  judgment  or  interposed  any  Be  to  their  faults  a  little  blind  j 
authority.  l^t  all  their  acts  be  unconfined. 

The  conduct   of  the  Jamaican  ^°^  ^J^P  ^  P^^^^^^^^  o»  ^^^'^  "^'^^^ 

Assembly  was  not  a  sufficient  justi-  The  wisdom  and  the  genius  of  the 

fication  for  the   violent   measure  earl  of  Chatham  were,  he  knew,  a 

now  before  them.     If,  however,  it  matter    of    ridicule     among    the 

were  a  case  in  which  six  hundred  greater   statesmen    by   whom    he 

rational  men,  or  the  greater  part  was  surrounded — [laughter^ ;  but 

of  them,  had  no  doubt  in  their  own  he  had  an  old-fashioned  respect  for 

minds  upon  the  line  to  be  taken,  that  nobleman,  whom  the  country 

the  matter  would  then  wear  a  dif«  used  to  venerate ;  and  he  was  also 

ferent  aspect.      But   when    their  of  opinion   that  lord  Lyndhurst's 

opinions  were  poised  in  such  an  recommendation   ought   to  be  at- 

equal    balance — necessity  in    one  tended    to— that    they   ought   to 

scale,  needlessness  in  the  other—  adopt,  so  long  as  it  was  possible, 

that  they  were  all  but  upon  a  level  a   temperate  course  towards   Ja- 

one  with  another,  was  he  justified  maica.      He  could  not   but  feel, 

in  suspending  the  constitution  of  however,  that  it  was  a  pity  that 

the  colony  ? — God  forbid !  his  noble  friend  had  reserved  all 

Most  of  these  men,  moreover,  his  horror  of  suspending  constitu- 

who  denied  the  necessity  of  resort*  tions  for  the  present  junetui:e^  and 
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bad  left  him  to  fight  alone  the  now  call  upon  your  lordships  to 
battle  of  Lower  Canada. — [*^  I  do  pursue^  is  forced  upon  us,  is  abso- 
not  think,"  interposed  lord  Lynd-  lutely  made  compulsory  by  the 
bursty  '^that  I  was  in  the  house  conduct  of  the  Jamaican  assembly ; 
at  the  time."]  Then,  said  lord  and,  I  declare  before  God,  that  if 
Brougham  —  [occasioning  some  any  other  body,  aristocratic  or 
laughter]] — I  greatly  lament  bis  democratic,  be  it  where  it  may, 
absence,  and  that  all  the  letters  were  to  act  in  a  similar  manner, 
which  he  wrote  to  urge  his  friends  I  would  not  hesitate  to  advise  the 
to  go  down  and  support  me  took  same  sort  of  measures,  in  order  to 
no  effect  whatever.  Dismissing  supply  those  functions  which  were 
this  part  of  the  subject,  lord  left  ^vanting  by  it— those  duties 
Brougham  observed,  that  there  was  which  it  had  abandoned.  My 
little  of  the  doctrine  of  '*  finality"  lords,  I  respect  the  rights  of  all 
in  the  assertion  of  lord  Normanby,  parties.  The  rights  of  all  individuals 
that  the  Assembly  was  not|entitled  •^the  pri?ilegesof  all  bodies,  whe- 
to  respect  because  it  did  not  re-  ther  elective  or  hereditaiy— -all 
present  the  population  of  the  island,  constituted  authorities  in  every 
If  that  were  the  main  criterion  of  country,  I  regard  and  reverence ; 
the  right  of  a  popular  assembly  to  but  all  established  authorities— < 
be  so  considered,  what  became  of  whatever  weight  or  dignity,  power 
the  legitimacy  of  the  present  house  or  privileges,  they  may  enjoy— 
of  commons.  It  represented  pro  •  hold  them  by  the  tenure  of  per- 
perty,  but  ninety-nine  out  of  a  forming  the  duties  that  they  are 
hundred  of  the  people  were  not  bound  to  discharge,  and  if  they 
represented,  and  yet  who  talked  utterly  desert  and  abdicate  those 
of  suspending  their  legislative  functions,  the  blame  remains  with 
functions }  In  the  imperial  legis-  them — they  commit  suicide  upon 
lature  property  was,  no  doubt,  themselves,  ^^o,  my  lords,  not  we 
represented,  but  population  was  but  they — the  persons  who  by  their 
trampled  under  foot.  reckless  and  inconsiderate  de- 
The  elaborate  speech  which  the  meanour  have  laid  us  under  the 
noble  lord  had  just  delivered,  existing  necessity ;  these  alone  are 
called  up  lord  Melbourne,  who  responsible  for  the  severity  of  the 
spoke  with  considerable  vehemence,  measures  we  are  now  compelled  to 
*'I  utterly  disclaim,  (protested  the  take  for  the  very  life  and  main- 
noble  viscount,)  on  the  part  of  tenance  of  society  in  their  island, 
myself  and  my  colleagues,  the  least  The  whole  interest  of  the  corn- 
desire  to  abolish  the  Jamaican  munity-^the  entire  resfmbUca  is 
constitution,  or  to  interfere  with  committed  to  their  c«re,  and  they 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  this  have  no  right  to  withdraw  them- 
country  or  in  any  of  the  colonies,  selves  from  that  duty  or  from  any 
What  we  have  done  has  been  done  part  of  it*  By  abrogating  their 
with  the  deepest  regret  and  re-  functions  in  part,  they  a^lished 
luctance.  It  was  with  the  utmost  them  altogether.  But  their  re- 
unwillingness  that  we  made  the  sistance,  it  is  urged,  was  only  con* 
proposition  which  we  made  before ;  ditionaL  What  right  have  they  to 
it  is  with  great  concern  and  sorrow  place  the  performance  of  their 
that  we  make  the  present!   but,  duties  upon  a  eontinseney?    Is 

I  lay^  that  this  coutse;  which  we  that  a  prindpio  yott  ieSm  to  mn^ 
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tion  ?  Your  lordships  seem  almost  mbtake.  Other  nohle  lords  might 
prepared  to  submit  to  this  Assemhly;  say  so  with  truths  but  he  could 
to  acquiesce  in  the  terms  proposed ;  not.  He  knew  perfectly  well  what 
and  condemn^  and  that  in  a  very  he  was  about.  The  bill  he  was 
singular  manner»  your  own  act  for  aware  provided  for  internal  legis* 
the  regulation  of  prisons.  lation,  and  must  lead  to  exaspera^ 
The  committee  divided  on  the  tion ;  but  it  was  also  necessary^ 
first  clause^  which  was  expunged  and  some  noble  lords  were  rather 
by  a  majority  of  69  3  there  being  more  eager  for  it  last  year  than 
in  its  favour  80,  and  149  against  it.  they  now  appeared  to  be.  The 
Lord  Brougham  then  moved  an  course  suggested  was  not  consistent 
amendment  to  the  second  clause^  with  the  dignity  of  the  country, 
limiting  the  power  of  the  governor  Neither,  said  the  noble  viscount, 
in  council  with  regard  to  the  was  it  possible  to  adopt  lord 
renewal  of  money  bUls,  but  was  Brougham's  amendment.  The  re- 
prevailed  upon  to  postpone  the  dis-  newal  of  an  expired  impost  was, 
cussion  till  Thursday,  on  which  he  admitted,  all  one  with  the* 
day,  the  other  clauses  having  imposition  of  a  new  one.  No  less 
passed,  it  was  agreed  that  the  than  the  noble  lord  he  deprecated 
report  should  be  brought  up.  the  oppression  of  the  w^,  the 
When  the  order  of  the  day  was  ill  usage  of  the  feeble;  but  the 
read  for  bringing  up  the  report,  fallacy  of  his  argument  was  clear, 
lord  Harcwood  suggested  the  pru-  This  was  no  instance  of  gratuitous 
dence  of  withdrawing  the  bill  oppression,  but  a  case  of  necessity, 
altogether.  If  the  governor  would  brought  on  by  the  contumacy  of 
offer  some  explanation — not  an  the  Assembly  themselves, 
apology— to  the  Assembly,  all  dif-  Lord  Normanby  shewed  that 
ficulty  would  be  removed.  they  had  not  made  sufficient  pro- 
Lord  Brougham  then  moved  as  vision  for  the  public  service.  There 
a  proviso,  "  That  nothing  herein  was  a  deficiency  of  42,840/.,  and 
contained  shall  enable  the  said  nothing  had  been  awarded  for  the 
governor,  with  the  assent  of  the  army  and  navy, 
said  council,  to  continue  or  renew  Lord  St.  Vincent  said,  that  the 
any  acts  for  the  raising  or  appro-  payment  of  the  army  and  navy 
priating  of  money."  The  renewal  was  quite  gratuitous,  and  it  was 
of  a  tax,  he  observed,  was  the  an  objection  to  this  bill  that  it 
same  thing  with  passing  a  money  would  make  it  compulsory, 
bill.  The  Assembly  had  agreed  to  Other  noble  lords  expressed  their 
keep  faith  with  the  public  creditor ;  opinions,  but  not  at  any  length  j 
and  he  was  authorised  by  the  agent  and  lord  Brougham  observed,  by 
of  Jamaica  to  state,  that  the  the  way,  that  lord  Melbourne,  the 
promise  was  understood  to  include  other  evening,  had  broached  some 
the  obligation  to  pass  the  necessary  singular  doctrine  about  men  who 
money  bills.  The  report  was  voted  from  party  motives: — I 
brought  up,  and  lord  Brougham's  (said  the  noble  viscount)  am 
motion  put.  an  independent  man,  and  therefore 
Lord  Melbourne  said  he  could  I  vote  from  party  motives.—. 
not  adopt  lord   Harewood's  sue-  [Laughter Ji     Those    who    voted 

festion,  and  confess  that  the  bill  disinterestedly  were  not,  according 

ad  been  passed  in  a  hurry,  and  by  to  the  notions  of  his  noble  friend^ 
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independent  men.  Now,  it  was 
quite  clear  to  him  that  if  their 
lordships  divided,  noble  lords  on 
the  opposition  side  would  vote 
with  his  noble  friend,  for  they 
would  vote  from  party  motives* — 
[Laughter.']  And  if  it  were  his 
disposition  to  act  from  such  roo- 
tivesy  he  would  have  abstained 
from  proposing  any  amendment  at 
all,  and  have  left  the  bill  as  it  now 
stood;  for  it  was  no  longer  the 
bill  of  the  marquis  of  Normanby, 
but  the  bill  of  sir  Robert  Peel.  It 
was  precisely  the  measure  which 
sir  Robert  Peel  proposed  to  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  of  the  government. 
This,  indeed,  might  be  a  very  good 
reason  why  some  noble  lords  should 
vote  for  it.  He  should  not  with- 
draw his  motion,  but  would  leave 
it  in  the  hands  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  opposite. 

The  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  division,  and  the  report 
was  received. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  on  the  5th  of  July,  and 
passed. 

On  the  9th  of  the  same  month, 
lord  John  Russell  recommended 
the  house  to  acquiesce  in  all  the 
amendments  introduced  by  the 
lords  into  the  bill.  The  chief 
alteration,  and  a  very  material  one, 
was  the  omission  of  the  first 
clause.  Another  provided,  that 
two  months  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly  should  elapse  before 
the  governor  might  continue  any 
act  that  was  about  to  expire.  It 
was,  however,  better  far  to  pass  a 
bill  so  altered,  which  gave  the 
governor  new  powers,  than  not  to 
send  out  to  him  any  measure 
at  all. 

The  amendments  were  then 
agreed  to ;  and  so  the  bill,  after 
these  long  discussions,  was  passed 
at  length  in  the  very  shape  which 


sir  Robert  Peel  at  first  suggested 
it  should  be  adopted. 

So  far  back  as  the  year  1836,  an 
assurance  was  made  public  in 
Malta  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  government  to  abolish  the 
censorship  of  the  press  in  that 
island.  With  a  view  to  effect  this 
and  other  alterations,  a  commission 
was  subsequently  issued,  consist^ 
ing  of  Mr.  Austen  and  Mr.  G. 
Cornwall  Lewis,  who  were  in- 
structed to  make  an  inquiry  into 
the  justice  of  various  complaints 
which  had  been  preferred  by  the 
Maltese  against  the  administration 
of  the  island,  and  to  make  a  report 
upon  the  subject. 

One  result  of  their  investigations 
was  the  '*  draught  of  an  ordinance 
for  abolishing  the  censorship  and 
providing  against  abuses  of  the 
consequent  liberty  of  publishing." 
The  instrument  in  question  was 
presented  to  the  colonial  office,  but 
was  sent  back  for  reconsideration, 
and  it  was  not  until  March,  1839, 
that  lord  Glenelg  transmitted  it 
to  the  council  at  Malta,  with 
directions  to  make  the  necessary 
modifications  in  matters  of  detail> 
before  it  was  put  into  execution.  . 

On  the  30th  of  April,  lord 
Brougham  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  of  Peers  to  this  trans- 
action, by  moving  that  an  address 
should  be  presented  to  the  queen, 
praying  that  she  would  be  pleased 
to  disallow  the  ordinance.  The 
noble  lord  objected  in  the  first 
place  that  it  had  been  drawn  up 
by  a  person  who,  unfortunately 
from  ill  health  and  not  from  any 
want  of  ability,  had  never  practised 
at  the  bar,  and  who,  however 
valuable  as  an  adviser  on  account 
of  his  profound  and  extended 
knowledge  not  only  of  the  laws  of 
his  own  country,  but  of  the  general 
principles  of  jurisprudeocei  was 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[221 


nevertheless  from  his  very  capacity 
unfitted  to  be  the  sole  constituent 
member  of  a  board.  In  the  next 
place,  the  ordinance  had  been  sub- 
mitted and  passed  by  a  council  of 
civil  and  military  servants  —  a 
lack-leaining  council  without  the 
shadow  of  a  lawyer  among  them — 
in  the  absence  of  the  lord  chief 
justice  and  attorney-general.  But 
to  come  to  the  document  itself. 
After  characterising  the  production 
as  an  unexampled  mass  of  blunders^ 
lord  Brougham  proceeded  to  ex- 
plain that  it  consisted  of  five  chap- 
ters and  four  pages,  and  to  these 
were  appended  forty  closely  printed 
folio  pages  of  notes  and  comments. 
This  vast  body  of  explanations  were 
calculated  to  leave  a  man  in  the 
state  of  mind  in  which  a  person 
might  be  supposed  to  be  who  was 
a  little  confused  by  a  statement 
but  found  himself  still  more  con- 
founded by  the  explanatory  notes 
and  elucidations.  They  were  un- 
doubtedly extremely  clever,  no  one 
but  a  person  of  acuteness  and 
ingenuity  and  possessed  of  much 
various  knowledge  could  have 
written  them;  but  then  the  eru- 
dition so  displayed  was  unfor- 
tunatly  not  of  that  particular 
subject  which  was  required  for  the 
occasion — the  knowledge  of  Eng- 
lish law.  Never  had  he  met  with 
a  more  curious  assemblage  of 
mistakes  in  this  point  of  view  in 
his  life,  nor  was  it  possible  to 
witness  without  uneasiness  legisla- 
tion retreating  away  from  the  light 
into  the  darkness  of  a  former 
jurisprudence,  and  instead  of  giving 
freedom  to  the  press,  fettering  and 
cramping  its  liberty  by  multiplying 
superfluous  definitions,  and  attach- 
ing the  penalties  of  libel  to  a 
number  of  impracticable  cases 
which  were  wisely  never  compre- 
hended by  the  homely  language  of 


the  English  law.  The  noble  lord 
complained  that  several  novel 
terms,  such  as  ^^malversation," and 
*'  censure,"  had  been  introduced, 
which  had  been  hitherto  unknown 
in  British  jurisprudence,  and  en- 
tered into  a  long  and  rather 
humorous  critique  of  the  wording 
of  the  ordinance,  and  the  cumbrous 
appendage  of  notes  and  explana- 
tions which  defeated  their  own 
intentions  by  a  parade  of  imper- 
tinent accuracy.  In  point  of  fact, 
pursued  lord  Brougham,  the  or- 
dinance made  the  censorship  more 
vStringent  under  the  pretence  of 
abolishing  it.  Under  the  old 
regime  any  books  might  be  im- 
ported into  Malta—  this  was  now 
forbidden;  and  the  present  law 
was  moreover  administered,  not  by 
a  jury,  but  by  a  single  Maltese 
judge,  who  had,  on  a  late  occasion, 
sentenced  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper to  six  months  imprisonment 
for  sayingsomething  disrespectful  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  There 
could  indeed  be  no  readier  meanis 
of  annihilating  the  liberty  of  the 
press  than  the  abolition  of  jury 
trial  in  libel  cases.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  moving  his 
address. 

The  late  Secretary  for  the 
colonies  declined  following  lord 
Brougham  into  all  the  legal  details 
which  had  been  discussed  by  him. 
He  would  simply  explain  the 
motives  by  which  he  had  been  led 
to  take  the  course  which  had  been 
condemned,  llie  abuses  which 
had  grown  up  in  Malta  during  the 
last  thirty  years  were  a  sufficient 
reason  for  attempting  to  introduce 
the  liberty  of  public  discussion. 
In  that  island,  said  lord  Glenelg, 
the  people  were  ground  down  by 
heavy  taxation;  all  the  public 
functions  were  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  who,  instead  of  exe- 
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cuting  the  duties  attached  to  them^ 
employed  the  natives  of  the  colony 
to  perform  them ;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  national  education  was 
decaying,  and  the  charities  had 
withered  away:  and  this^  continued 
the  noble  lord^  had  taken  place 
not  in  a  conquered  possession,,  hut 
in  the  case  of  a  people  who  hy  their 
own  act  and  authority  had  volun- 
tarily assented  to  the  protection  of 
the  British  crown.  Much  of  this 
was,  no  douht^  the  consequence  of 
the  complete  restriction  of  the 
press;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
strictures  of  the  learned  baron,  a 
law  like  the  present,  which  ad- 
mitted at  least  the  principle  of 
discussion,  must  evidently  be  a 
considerable  improvement  upon  a 
system,  where  libel  was  only  not 
forbidden  because  it  was  idle  to 
provide  against  an  impossibility. 
The  commentary,  he  granted, 
might  be  open  to  censure  in  various 
ways ;  it  might  push  too  far  that 
delight  which  able  minds  felt  in 
following  out  a  subject  to  which 
their  attention  had  been  long  and 
interestedly  directed.  But  in  spite 
of  the  feelings  excited  by  the 
humour  of  the  moment,  or  by  any 
transient  inyective,  that  commen- 
tary would  remain  a  monument  of 
great  ability,  and  able  development 
of  the  true  principles  of  legislation. 
The  noble  and  learned  baron 
continued  lord  Glenelg,  complained 
that  the  English  law  of  libel  had 
not  been  transferred  to  Malta- 
how  was  that  practicable?  He 
knew  of  no  statute  which  told 
3ivhat  libel  was.  There  were,  in- 
deed, decisions  of  judges  eminent 
for  their  learning  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  of  late  years  something 
had  superseded  those  decisions, 
and  since  the  law  of  Mr.  Fox, 
the  libel,  he  believed,  had  not 
rested  on  statutes^  nor  on  the  de^ 


cisions  of  judges,  but  with  the 
juries  before  whom  cases  of  libel 
had  been  tried.  It  had  become 
very  much  a  question  of  senti- 
ment, depending  upon  public  feel- 
ing. In  some  instances,  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury  had  overruled  the 
opinion  of  the  judges.  The  law 
of  libel  in  this  country,  was  one 
that  presupposed  a  considerable 
degree  of  enlightenment  among 
the  people,  and  was  to  be  found 
in  the  common  sense  and  consci- 
entious opinion  of  a  jury.  But, 
in  what  shape,  he  would  ask, 
could  that  be  transferred  to  Malta  ? 
Upon  mature  deliberation,  it  had 
be^n  found  impossible  to  intro- 
duce the  trial  by  jury  into  the 
colony  from  the  want  of  any  ade« 
quate  machinery.  If  any  steps 
were  taken,  they  could  only  be 
adopted  by  way  of  experiment. 
It  remained,  therefore,  to  obtain 
from  persons  eminently  well  quali- 
fied, a  form  of  laws  assimilated  as 
far  as  possible  to  the  English  prac- 
tice, and  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  people,  and  the  measure  in 
question  had  given  satisfaction  to 
all  classes.  The  noble  lord  had 
complained  of  the  severity  with 
which  the  ordinance  bore  upon 
strictures  upon  private  persons. 
It  should,  however,  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  England  with  a 
base  press,  the  people  were  accus- 
tomed to  attacks  of  which  the 
population  of  Malta  had  no  con- 
ception; but  they  had  just  cause 
for  alarm  when  the  publishers 
of  the  paper  alluded  to  by  lord 
Brougham,  deliberately  announced 
that  as  soon  as  the  liberty  of  the 
press  was  granted,  they  would 
institute  a  searching  examination 
into,  and  report  upon  every  family 
in  Malta.  In  so  small  a  com- 
munity this  created  a  d^^ree  of 
eonst^ationj  which  with  other 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[22t 


considerations,  fully  justified  the 
enactment.  The  law  was  now  in 
operation,  and  although  open  to 
modifications,  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  final  and  permanent. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  ob- 
jected to  the  form  of  lord  Brough- 
am's motion  as  most  unusual.  With 
regard  to  the  ordinance,  the  mar- 
quess stated,  that  it  had  not  yet 
been  confirmed.  Several  reasons 
had  made  it  advisable  to  recom- 
mend the  crown  not  to  interfere 
before  the  law  had  been  on  longer 
trial,  and  a  further  opportunity 
had  been  given  the  governor  for 
reporting  on  its  operation  and  ef- 
fects. Lord  Normanby  then  drew 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  some 
very  reprehensible  language  which 
the  '* Harlequin"  had  held  with 
regard  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  observed,  that  from 
the  peculiar  relations  in  which 
Malta  was  placed  with  regard  to 
private  character  as  well  as  re- 
ligion, more  rigorous  enactments 
on  that  head  were  called  for,  than 
in  a  country  where  the  liberty  of 
printing  was  a  sort  of  second  na- 
ture, and  its  abuses  were  tolerated 
from  custom.  In  so  limited  a  po- 
pulation as  that  of  the  colony  in 
question,  there  were  no  great 
events  in  which  the  sense  of  pri- 
vate injury  was  lost,  and  the 
newspapers  had  literally  few  re- 
sources without  the  publication  of 
these  unmerited  insults. 

Understanding  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  still  upon  trial,  the 
duke  of  Wellington  felt  himself 
dispensed  from  the  necessity  of 
voting  for  the  address,  and  indeed 
looking  upon  it  as  a  matter  en- 
tirely for  her  majesty's  council  to 
whom  the  governor  s  report  would 
be  submitted,  the  proper  course 
for  the  house  would  be  to  request 

lord  Brougham  to  withdraw  his 


motion.  With  regard  to  the  free* 
dom  of  the  press,  the  noble  duke 
maintained,  that  Malta  was  the 
last  place  in  her  majesty's  domin- 
ions in  which  such  a  regulation 
was  called  for.  Many  other  in-^ 
stitutions  were  incomparably  more 
necessary.  Our  business  was,  to 
maintain  in  Malta  a  garrison,  and 
a  great  naval  station.  We  were 
bound,  of  course,  to  superintend 
the  good  government  of  the  peo« 
pie,  who  amounted  to  upwards  of 
100,000,  loyal  subjects  of  the 
crown.  But,  when  it  was  re- 
membered, that  they  were  a  peo- 
ple who  talked  the  Maltese  lan« 
guage  alone,  and  of  whom  not 
one  in  500  could  read  a  line ;  of 
all  institutions  a  free  press  would 
seem  the  least  called  for  by  such 
a  nation.  Some  liberal  gentlemen 
however  in  this  country^  thoueht 
a  free  press  exceedingly  desirable, 
on  account  of  the  advantage  to  be 
produced  on  the  people  of  the 
neighbouring  coasts  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  Such  objects 
however  were  inconsistent  with 
the  honour  of  this  country.  The 
power  and  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land were  best  served  by  main- 
taining peace  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  not  by  exciting  insurrection 
in  other  countries,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  was  asserted  by  the 
government,  that  we  were  osten- 
sibly and  in  fact  at  peace  with 
those  nations.  The  enactment 
was  open  to  objection,  because  it 
was  intended  not  for  Malta,  but 
for  the  neighbouring  shores,  but 
said  the  noble  duke,  if  they  were 
to  have  a  free  press,  in  God's 
name  let  it  be  one  in  the  Maltese 
language,  and  as  the  ordinance 
was  under  consideration,  he  would 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  noble 
marquess  the  insertion  of  a  little 

paragraph  to  that  effect;  and  re« 
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commend  him  to  take  care  that 
the  document  itself  be  drawn  up 
in  the  Maltese  tongue. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  then 
went  on  to  deny  upon  the  credit 
of  an  experience  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  the  existence  of  any 
state  of  things  in  Malta,  at  all  cor- 
responding with  the  representa- 
tions of  lord  Glenelg.  So  far 
from  its  having  been  misgoverned, 
he  had  been  astonished  at  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  administration,  its 
immense  resources  of  all  descrip- 
tions, and  the  readiness  with  which 
they  were  furnished  during  the 
war  to  his  majesty's  forces.  There 
was  not,  indeed,  upon  the  whole 
globe,  a  place  of  like  extent  and 
population,  which  possessed  one 
thousandth  part  of  its  riches  of  all 
descriptions.  So  much  was  only 
due  to  those  distinguished  persons 
who  had  governed  that  island  and 
this  country. 

The  description  given  by  the 
duke  is  a  remarkable  contrast  to 
the  terms  in  which  lord  Glenelg 
characterised  the  Maltese  adminis- 
tration, and  is  a  lesson  not  to  place 
too  much  reliance  upon  accounts 
apparently  the  most  authentic, 
when  two  such  opposite  statements 
can  be  maintained  at  the  same  time 
by  gentlemen  who  possess  so  long 
an  official  experience. 

In  reply,  lord  Brougham  admit- 
ted in  palliation  the  remark  of  the 
late  secretary  that  this  was  the 
first  attempt  which  had  been  made 
to  reduce  the  libel  laws  to  a  code 
—and  a  very  moderate  one  it  was. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
would,  however,  acquiesce  in  the 
duke's  suggestion,  and  leave  the 
whole  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  the  government. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  session, 
the  affairs  of  Malta  again  became 
a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  up- 


per house,  through  the  instrument- 
ality of  the  earl  of  Ripon,  who,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  brought  under 
their  notice,  the  recent  abolition  of 
the  offices  of  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
Attorney-general,  and  collector  of 
the  revenue  in  that  island.  The  last 
mentioned  abrogation  had  taken 
place  under  circumstances  of  pecu- 
liar hardship,  and  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  the  noble  earl,  was,  *'  for 
the  production  of  the  evidence  taken 
in  this  case,  and  for  some  other 
papers  connected  with  it.**  Every 
one  of  those  gentlemen  had  been 
cashiered  upon  the  mere  recom- 
mendation of  the  commissioners, 
without  being  heard  in  their  own 
defence;  and  although  the  com- 
missioners  had  expressly  insisted, 
that  this  ought  not  to  take  place^ 
without  fair  remuneration  and 
superannuation,  the  noble  lord,  in 
a  moment  of  forgetfulness,  had 
deposed  them  all  without  either  the 
one  or  the  other.  If,  indeed, 
urged  the  noble  Earl,  it  had  been 
the  duty  of  these  commissioners  to 
make  inquiry  respecting  reports, 
abstract  principles,  and  dilettanti 
views  of  society,  it  might  be 
thought  unnecessary  to  go  into 
inquiries.  But  when  the  result 
of  that  investigation  concerned  the 
present  interests,  and  the  personal 
feeling  of  individuals,  the  parties 
affected  had  a  right  to  be  furnished 
with  an  pportunity  of  showing, 
that  they  were  not  to  be  deprived 
of  their  situations,  or,  as  was  in 
one  case  the  fact,  be  brought  to 
positive  ruin,  without  having  any 
means  of  showing  the  injustice  of 
such  a  proceeding. 

Lord  Ripon  further  insisted, 
that  it  was  very  far  from  desirable 
to  exclude  entirely  English  judges 
from  the  courts  of  Malta.  The 
bar  of  an  island  where  the  business 
was  necessarily  so    very    limited^ 
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was  obviously  too  confined  a  body 
to  select  judges  frora^  at  all  times. 
They  were  liable  to  be  committed 
to  petty  party  politics,  and  many 
situations  of  affairs  were  very  con- 
ceivable, in  which,  with  such  a 
taint  upon  him,  a  judge  so  chosen, 
would  be  very  unfit  for  his  func- 
tions. Again,  since  the  time  when 
Malta  was  first  assigned  to  us,  at 
the  peace  of  Paris,  the  government 
had  been  incessantly  directed  to 
improve  the  law  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  most  barbarous  he 
was  acquainted  with,  and  to  im- 
pregnate it  with  the  principles  of 
British  jurisprudence.  Incorpo- 
rated, then,  as  that  law  was,  with 
our  own  system,  how  could  the 
commissioners  expect  to  proceed, 
without  the  assistance  of  an  Eng« 
lish  judicial  officer.  And  this  was 
the  more  obvious,  when  it  was 
borne  in  mind,  that  besides  native 
Maltese,  many  other  persons,  who 
frequented  or  inhabited  the  island, 
traders  and  merchants,  crews  of 
British  vessels,  and  visitors  for 
pleasure,  came  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  colonial  courts. 

Lord  Glenelg,  who  rose  after 
the  earl  of  Ripon,  observed,  that 
the  noble  lord  had  blended  the  two 
questions  which  ought  to  be  treated 
separately  —  the  abolition  of  the 
ofBce,  and  the  amends  to  be  made 
to  the  loser  of  it.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  where  any 
person  was  displaced  for  public 
purposes,  ample  compensation 
ought  to  be  awarded  to  him  ;  and 
confessed  his  sympathy  for  the  case 
of  the  collector  of  revenues,  al- 
though he  had  little  to  do  with  it, 
because  the  last  decision  of  the 
treasury  had  been  made,  since  his 
relinquishment  of  office.  He  could 
not,  however,  at  all  admit  the 
principle,  that  was  then  laid  down 
for  the  first  time,  that  before  any 
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office  was  abolished,  the  person  in 
present  possession  ought  to  be 
consulted  upon  the  measure.  With 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  remov- 
ing Mr.  Cumberland,  the  case  was 
sufficiently  clear.  It  was  the  duty 
of  that  gentleman  to  collect  the 
land  revenue  of  30,000/.  a-year, 
from  a  number  of  small  and  scat- 
tered tenants.  Mr.  Cumberland, 
however,  did  not  understand  the 
native  language,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  execute  his  functions  by 
deputy,  who  was,  also,  acquainted 
with  their  tenures,  and  mode  of 
letting  and  cultivation.  The  place, 
therefore,  was,  in  fact,  a  sine- 
cure. 

It  was  further  stated  by  lord 
Glenelg,  with  regard  to  the  attor- 
ney-general and  lord  chief  justice, 
that  his  intention  had  been  to  offer 
them  both  employment  in  other 
places.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
success  of  the  measures  adopted 
were  no  longer  a  matter  of  specu- 
lation but  experience.  The  law 
had  been  administered  by  seven 
judges,  including  the  lord  chief 
justice,  who  received  1,600Z.  per 
annum.  But  it  had  been  since 
found  to  be  quite  possible  for  the  six 
Maltese  functionaries,  who  were 
in  the  receipt  of  only  400/.,  and 
500/.  a-year,  to  perform  the  whole 
of  the  duty,  and  a  very  consider- 
able saving  had  thus  been  effected 
in  the  revenues  of  the  island.  No 
complaints  had  arrived  from  Malta 
and  a  letter  was  now  on  their 
lordships*  table,  in  which  the  go- 
vernor stated,  that  the  business  of 
the  courtshad  never  been  conducted 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner.  In 
point  of  fact,  so  far  as  the  maxims 
of  the  English  constitutional  law, 
and  its  general  principles,  were 
concerned,  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  instrumentality  of  English 
lawyers  to  introduce  it  into  any 
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place  where  the  spirit  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  existed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated,  that 
the  chief  justice  of  Malta,  although 
he  held  five*  judicial  offices,  omy 
sat  1 15  times  in  the  year,  for  three 
hours  each  day — not  quite  two 
months,  at  the  rate  of  six  hours 
per  diem.  He  would  not  call  that 
office  a  sinecure ;  but  when  it  was 
found,  that  he  received  l,200L 
more  than  the  highest  of  the  native 
judges,  the  people  of  Malta  ought 
to  derive  some  great  advantage 
from  an  office  which  might  be  as 
well  performed  for  a  mtii  part  of 
the  sum.  The  case  of  the  attorney 
general  was  one  still  stronger.  The 
salary  was  800/.  per  annum.  It 
was  his  duty  to  aid  in  making 
proclamations,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  laws  and  ordinances, 
which  had  come  under  his  eye  for 
six  years,  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  twenty-four.  He  was,  be- 
sides,  bound  to  give  his  advice  upon 
questions  of  law,  and  to  advocate 
the  cause  of  the  government,  in  a 
language  which  he  could  not  speak. 
These  functions  might  have  been 
exercised  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner,  but  the  office  of  attorney- 
general  was,  in  fact*  a  perfect  sine- 
cure, while  the  chief  justice  had 
little  to  do. 

Lord  Brougham  confessed  his 
astoni^ment  at  hearing  bis  noble 


*  His  titles  are,  President  of  tb« 
Court  of  Appeals,  Senior  Member  joI  the 
Supreme  Court,  First  Commissioner  of 
the  Court  of  Special  Commission,  Judge 
of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  and  Mem- 
ber of  the  Court  of  Piracy,  The  third 
is  the  only  criminal  jurisdictioB,  and  the 
indictments  did  not  amount  tonorethap 
four  a-year.  In  the  fourth,  there  had 
been  no  case  for  six  years,  and  in  the 
Court  of  Piracy  none  had  occurred  for 
five.  In  the  two  first,  the  iiQrd  Chief 
Justice  sat  lis  times. 


friend  maintain  that  it  was  un« 
usual  to  make  inquiry  of  the 
holders  of  places  which  were  about 
to  be  abolished,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  their  offices,  and  the 
amount  of  duties  attached  to  them. 
A  proceeding  this,  which  besides 
its  mjustice,  was  likely  to  lead  to 
great  misconceptions.  For  in- 
stance, 115  was  mentioned  as  the 
average  number  of  occasions  on 
which  the  lord  chief  justice  sat 
during  the  year.  This  computation 
was,  however,  collected  from  the 
year  when  the  cholera  was  very 
prevalent.  In  the  succeeding  one 
the  days  of  sittiiu;  amounted  to 
188.  Thus,  said  k>rd  Brougham, 
these  most  astute  commisfdiraieny 
these  most  learned  Thehans^  were, 
no  more  than  ordinary  mortals^ 
aUe  to  find  out  isicx^,  wiiiumt 
seeking  the  customary  oifipos  of 
gxt"[i'piffir  bv  infimnatioa.  iif»mriJft 
who  knew  more  than  they  tbiiii* 
selves  could  possiUy  Ip^ow*  Tbeio 
was  no  example  for  sudi  oopduct. 
On  the  cmnnattee  for  abolj^biog 
anecure  j^aoes,  of  whic)i  Mr* 
Banks  was  chairman,  every  hnman 
being,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  was  ezamioiBd  touching 
the  duties  of  the  office  be  hel^ 
and  yet  the  duties  of  spiive  lof  them 
were  as  notorious  us  the  sun  syt 
noon  day,  and  this  pronryfdjpg  was 
just  to  the  individual  saui  mpet 
convenient  to  the  public* 

The  whole  aoMMint  of  the  sit- 
tings of  the  chief  cour^  in  ScQtlapd 
did  not  amount  to  near  li5daya# 
and  in  England  the  jodge  of  tiie 
Qourt  of  admiralty  did  not  at 
more  than  twenty-ei^t  days. 
But,  contended  lord  BnogghaiB^  it 
was  ajn  error  on  tjuo  pavt  of  the 
Chancellor  to  suppose  that^becauae 
some  oi  the  functions  of  the  load 
chief  justice  weise  4mly  oocamvoal, 
that  they  w^re  not  tlifiiifoBe  of 
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gtetit  importance^  and  did  not  de- 
mand consideration.  In  time  of 
war,  the  vice-admiralty  court 
was  by  no  means  a  sinecure  estab* 
lishment,  if  they  were  to  judge  by 
the  nijmber  of  prize  cases  sent 
over  to  the  judicial  committee  in 
this  country.  But  to  have  an  effi- 
cient court  on  auch  occasions^  it 
was  necessary  to  keep  it  up  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war.  For  this 
reason  we  did  not  abolish  the  ad- 
miralty eeurt  in  England,  although 
it  Iiad  of  late  years  but  little 
occupation.  The  chief  justice 
again  was  president  of  the  appeal 
court  in  all  civil  cases.  It  was 
possible  that  but  few  matters 
mi^t  be  brought  before  it ;  but  it 
was  necessary  to  have  a  court  of 
this  nature  in  order  to  secure  the 
attention  of  the  other  courts  to  the 
causes  that  came  before  them>  an4 
to  be  A  guarantee  for  honesty  and 
incorrupt  prjoceedings.  If  there 
were  six  diflEbrent  courts  in  Malta, 
and  those  judges  Maltese  judges, 
he  was  not  the  man  to  say^  that 
there  was  no  need  for  their  pro- 
ceedings to  be  controlled  and 
checked  by  an  English  appellant 
jurisdiction.  But  when  it  was  re- 
membered that  in  the  course  of 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  not  less 
than  twenty  or  thirty  ordinances 
had  been  passed,  introducing  va- 
rious branches  of  the  English  ]aw« 
this  became  a  still  more  important 
conuderation.  The  English  judge, 
again,  would  be  peculiarly  useful 
in  cases  of  trials  by  jury.  With 
us  this  was  an  ordinary  matter, 
but  take  a  foreign  judge  of  any 
nation,  acquainted  though  he  might 
be  with  his  own  judicature,  and 
fersed  far  more  in  practical  law 
than  these  commissioners  who  had 
never  held  a  brief  in  their  lives, 
and  let  him  be  led  into  the  court 
of  Queen's   Bench  to  witness  a 


trial  so  conducted,  and  the  first 
five  minutes  would  convince  him 
that  we  were  accustomed  to  this 
proceeding ;  but  were  he  not  awara 
of  its  nature,  the  difficulties  he 
would  point  out — the  doubts  which 
he  would  raise,  would  impress  on 
his  mind  what  an  anomalous  sys^ 
tem  it  was.  And  yet  the  commis- 
sioners maintained  that  there  was 
no  difference  in  the  duties  of  a 
judge  in  trying  a  prisoner  with  or 
without  a  jury  5  there  was  the 
greatest  difference  which  the  wit 
of  man  could  tell  between  the  two 
cases.  This  was  one  more  of  the 
consequences  of  sending  out  spe- 
culative men  to  report  on  practical 
matters. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind, 
proceeded  lord  Brougham,  that  in 
Malta  the  trial  by  jury  had  only 
been  introduced  in  criminal  cases 
in  which  life  would  be  sacriSced, 
or  the  delinquent  sent  to  the  gai« 
lies  for  life.  In  the  most  difficult 
of  all  cases  for  its  application,  dvii 
cases,  it  had  not  been  introduced 
at  all.  Sooner,  however,  or  later, 
this  change  also  must  take  place  ; 
and  who  was  to  work  it  but  an 
English  judge?  An  endeavour  had 
been  made  fur  some  years  to  in- 
troduce that  method  in  Scotland ; 
but  although  in  that  country  it 
had  long  obtained  in  criminal 
causes,  all  were  aware  of  the  great 
difficulties  which  had  been  expe* 
rienced  there.  Moreover,  he  could 
place  more  reliance  in  a  well 
trained  barrister  from  Westminster 
Hall  than  in  any  six  Maltese  lawr 
yers,  and  if  the  necessity  of  the  pre- 
sence of  such  a  person  was  proved 
by  nothing  else,  it  was  made 
evident  by  the  trash  sent  over  in 
the  shape  of  a  libel  law. 

It  was,  moreover,  said  lord 
Brougham,  by  no  means  the  case 
either  that  it  was  of  no  use  for 
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the  judge  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
English  legislation,  or  that  an 
English  functionary  could  not  un- 
derstand the  Maltese  jurisprudence, 
because  the  English  law  already 
formed  one  half  of  the  law  in 
Malta,  and  the  remaining  part  was 
founded  in  the  main  on  the  Jus- 
tinian code.  The  only  original 
jurisdiction  of  the  chief  justice  was 
a  criminal  one ;  and  to  say  that  he 
could  not  preside  in  the  appeal 
or  Vice-Admiralty  courts  of  the 
island  was  all  one  with  asserting 
that  the  privy  council  were  incom- 
petent judges  upon  many  nice 
points  of  colonial  or  Scottish  law^ 
because  they  had  not  been  trained 
up  in  the  courts  of  Scotland.  An 
English  judge,  moreover,  could  not 
be  tampered  with — ^no  man  was 
purer,  nor  was  there  any  lawyer 
on  the  continent,  even  in  the  best 
parts,  who  could  be  compared  to 
him. 

The  noble  baron  further  re- 
marked, that  it  was  easy  to  under- 
stand why  the  Governor  should 
not  object  to  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  chief  justice.  He  had 
never  known  a  case  when  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Judge  had  not 
sooner  or  later  come  into  collision. 
Young  gentlemen  of  little  expe- 
rience were  too  often  sent  out 
with  a  very  high  notion  of  their 
own  importance,  as  had  been  seen 
in  Ceylon  and  the  Indies^  and  it 
was  moreover  known  that  military 
men  rather  objected  to  have  a 
chief  justice  who  might  restrain 
them.  Now  the  Maltese  judges 
were  the  quietest  of  all  men,  and 
this  might  probably  go  some  way 
to  account  for  the  acquiescence  of 
sir  Henry  Bouverie.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  recommending 
the  ministers  not  to  rely  upon  the 
commissioners,  but  to  consult  the 
learned   baron   on  the    woolsack. 


who  would  give  them  good  law> 
and  put  them  in  the  way  of  a 
better  decision. 

Lord  Normanby  replied  in  a  few 
words,  that  while  they  were  dis 
cussing  whether  a  chief  justice 
ought  to  be  maintained  with  a 
salary  of  1,600Z.  per  annum,  the 
revenue  of  Malta  was  absolutely 
below  its  expenditure.  It  could 
not  support  a  sufficient  police — 
convicts  were  obliged  to  work— 
and  the  people  were  over-taxed. 
It  seemed  to  lord  Normanby  just 
as  possible  to  obtain  judges  of  in- 
tegrity and  competent  knowledge 
at  Malta  for  a  moderate  remune^ 
ration  as  it  was  to  procure  barris- 
ters from  Westminster  Hall,  not'tbe 
most  experienced,  at  a  far  higher 
salary.  In  point  of  fact^  the  Maltese 
judges  had  proved  themselves  to  be 
quite  adequate  to  the  discharge  of 
fdl  their  functions,  and  Dr.  Buona* 
nita,  the  chief  justice^  was  in  every 
way  qualified  to  preside  in  the 
court  to  which  he  was  appointed. 
The  late  ^attomey-genersd,  be  ob- 
served, had  been  obliged  to  plead 
by  deputy,  from  his  ignorance  of 
the  native  language. 

A  few  remarks  from  lord  Mel- 
bourne concluded  the  discussion, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  important  subject  of  Colo- 
nization which  the  necessities  of 
the  times  have  at  length  succeeded 
in  forcing  upon  the  public  atten- 
tion amid  the  pressure  of  topics  of 
more  immediate  political  interest^ 
but  perhaps  of  less  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  permanent  welfare 
of  the  country  was  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  by  Mr.  Ward, 
in  the  form  of  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions relating  to  the  di^Kisal 
of  the  waste  lands  in  the  colo- 
nies. 

On  referring  to  the  resolutions 
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which  we  have  subjoined  below,*  The  hon.  gentleman  recom- 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  mended  the  subject  of  his  resolu- 
object  was  to  extend  to  other  de~  tions  to  the  serious  attention  of 
pendencies  the  system  of  coloniza-  the  house,  by  a  very  impressive 
tion  which  parliament  had  already  picture  of  the  state  of  distress  and 
established  in  1834  for  the  new  restless  discontent  to  which  the 
settlement  of  South  Australia  by  laborious  classes  of  this  country 
the  sale  of  all  lands  without  ex-  had  been  reduced,  by  the  dispro- 
ception  at  an  uniform  and  sufSci-  portion  between  population  and  the 
ent  price,  and  the  employment  of  field  for  the  employment  of  labour, 
the  whole  or  a  large  fixed  propor-  in  spite  of  the  thousand  channels 
tion  of  the  proceeds  as  a  fund  for  which  capital  and  credit  have  open- 
emigration.  It  was  further  recom-  ed  to  our  industry ;  a  pressure/ 
mended  by  the  member  for  Shef-  added  Mr.  Ward,  which  was  felt 
field  that  the  land  should  be  sold  even  by  the  portion  of  the  com- 
in  England,  and  the  proceeds,  munity  who  were  far  removed  from 
when  necessary,  anticipated  by  destitution,  if  not  for  themselves, 
loans  on  the  security  of  future  sales,  yet  for  their  children  and  connec- 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  emigration,  tions.  For  all  this,  however,  had 
It  was  also  in  his  contemplation  to  Providence  furnished  a  remedy  in 
obtain  the  guarantee  of  an  act  of  our  Colonial  Empire,  which,  at  the 
parliament  for  the  permanence  of  same  time  that  it  afforded  an  un- 
the  present  system,  and  to  create  limited  field  for  operation,  presented 
a  special  subordinate  board  for  its  also  all  varieties  of  climate  and  of 
administration.  soil,  and  the  power  of  producing 
every  article  which  our  manufac- 

•  'M.  Resolved,  that  the  occupatioa  tures   stood    in    need    of.      But, 

and  cultivation  of  waste  lands  in   the  i '^i.     ^      ^i      i     •  i  ^         i.   a  j 

British  colonies,  by  means  of  emigra-  hitherto,  the  legislature  had  done 

tion,  tends  to  improve  the  condition  of  nothing,  the  government  nothing* 

all  the  industrious  classes  in  the  United ^ 

Kingdom,  by  diminishing  competition 

for  employment  at  home,  in  consequence  "  3.  Resolved,  that  in  order  to  derive 

of  the  removal  of  superabundant  num-  the  greatest  possible  advantage  froin 

hers,  creating  new  markets,  and   in-  this  method  of  colonising,  it  is  essential 

creasing  the  demand  for  shipping  and  that  the  permanence    of  the    system 

manufactures.  should  be  secured  by  the  legislature, 

**  2.  Resolved,  that  the  prosperity  of  and  that  its  administration  should  be 
colonies,  and  the  progress  of  coloni;^a-  intrusted  to  a  distinct  subordinate  branch 
tion,  mainly  depend  upon  the  manner  of  the  colonial  department,  authorised 
in  which  a  right  of  private  property  in  to  sell  colonial  lands  in  this  country; 
the  waste  lands  of  a  colony  may  be  ac-  to  anticipate  the  sales  of  land  by  raising 
quired ;  and  that,  amidst  the  great  loans  for  emigration  on  the  security  of 
variety  of  methods  of  disposing  of  future  land  sales ;  and  generally  to  su^ 
waste  lands  which  have  been  pursued  perintend  the  arrangements  by  which 
by  the  British  government,  the  most  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  emi- 
effectual,  beyond  all  comparison,  is  the  grants  are  to  be  secured, 
plan  of  sale,  at  a  fixed,  uniform,  and  **  4.  Resolved,  that  this  method  of 
sufTicient  price,  for  ready  money,  with-  colonising  has  been  applied  by  the  le- 
out  any  other  condition  or  restriction ;  gislature  to  the  new  colony  of  South 
and  the  employment  of  the  whole,  or  a  Australia,  with  very  remarkable  and 
large  fixed  proportion  of  the  purchase-  gratifying  results;  and  that  it  is  expe- 
money,  in  affording  a  passage  to  the  dient  that  parliament  should  extend  the 
colony,  cost-free,  to  young  persons  of  South  Australian  system  to  all  other 
the  labouring  class,  in  an  equal  proper-  colonies  which  are  suited  to  its  opera- 
tion of  the  sexes.  tion." 
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There  had  been  no   system — no 
settled  principle;  the  one  looked 
upon  them  as  a  means  of  patronage, 
the  other  as  a  source  of  revenue, 
and  all   the  good  that  had  been 
effected   was   tbo  work   of   indi- 
viduals. But  surely  the  unoccupied 
land  in  our  colonies  was  intended 
to  serve  higher  purposes.     What 
were  called  waste  lands  were  em- 
phatically public  lauds,  the  patri- 
mony of  every  poor  man  who  paid 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and,  as 
such,  he  claimed  them.    They  were 
a    trust  which    the    government 
ought  so  to  administer,  as  to  afford 
the  means  of  reaching  those  colonies 
to  all  whose  poverty,  not  their  will, 
bound  them  to  our  shores.     For- 
tunately, however,  this  was  a  mea- 
sure of  comparatiTely  little  diffi- 
culty, since  it  was  not  possible  to 
introduce  any  sound  and  practical 
system  of  dealing  with  those  dis- 
tricts, without,  at  the  same  time, 
creating  a  considerable    revenue. 
The  United  States,  for  instance, 
had  realized  from  this  source,  in 
forty.two  years,  a  sum  of  not  less 
than   seventeen  millions  sterling, 
while  our  territories  had  remained 
waste  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Yet  the  American  colonies,  so  far 
from  having  been  retarded  by  what 
might  appear  to  be  a  heavy  t&x, 
had  actually  flourished  to  an  incon- 
ceivable degree,  in  spite  of — nay, 
in  consequence  of — the  impost,  and 
and  had  given  birth  to  new  states 
and  populous  cities  in  the  wilder- 
ness, while  our  own  transmarine 
possessions,  which  had  been  reck- 
lessly granted  away  for  the  most 
unwise  purposes,  had  brought  us 
in  no  revenue,   and    created    no 
opulent  communities.     The  funda- 
mental error  of  the  svstem  was  first 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  in 
his  work  entitled  "  England  and 
America/'  who  bad  developed  with 


admirable  clearness  the  true  theoty 
of  colonizs^tion.     It  was  there  laid 
down  as  a  first  pr  ticiple  c^  coloni- 
zation, rightly  understood,  not  to 
disperse,  but  to  concentrate  labour  t 
and  so  secure  to  the  settle&ient,  . 
from  the  beginning,  the  advatttngM 
of  a  continuous  supply  of  tiom* 
binable    labour.      Some    pfeMtm 
from  without  wasi  however)  indis- 
pensable, in  order  to  produce  thti 
effect,  because  it  was  the  natural 
tendency  of  every  mdn  who  eini^ 
gtated  to  a  new  country  fhmi  An 
old  one,  where  land  was  scttToe  und 
people    plentiful,   to  become   the 
proprietor  of  land  himself,  under 
the  impression  which  he  carried 
out  Ivith  him  of  the  value  of  laiid 
in  his  own  country.    The  cofise^ 
quence,  however,  continued  Mr. 
Ward,  of  this  fallacious  itistitict, 
wherever  it  had  been  indulged> 
had  been  to  isolate  the  settlefB — 
to  divide  labour    into  fractional 
parts-^the  single  pair  of  hands  of 
the  separate  individual,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  exchange  or  progress  of 
any  kind.     When  a  colony  was 
once  suffered  to  fall  into  this  state 
of  stagnation,  it  was  seldom  found 
to  recover.     Nova  Scotia  was  a 
proof  of  this,  among  our  own  pro- 
vinces ;  the  Gauchosof  the  Pampas 
were  another.  There  the  Spaniards 
were  precisely  what  their  fathers 
were  three  hundred  years    ago; 
and  if  there  were  other  colonies 
which  have  not  shared  this  fiite,  it 
is  because  the  successors  of   the 
original  settlers,    being    men    of 
greater  capital  and  energy,  have 
corrected  the  vice  of  their  position 
by  having  recourse  to  the  labour 
of  slaves ;  abd  by  this  meand,  in 
default  of  a  supply  of  free  labour^ 
they  had  raised  a  vast  amotint  of 
exchangeable  produce^  and  created 
an  abundant     trade.    Thi$,  said 
Mr.  Ward,  was  the  teA  Iwtory  of 
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ihterj,  whidij  in  a  certain  state 
of  iooaty,  steps  in  to  supply  the 
]d[aee  of  that  hired  lahour^  which 
capital  can  always  command  in  a 
eounlry  where  land  is  plentiful  and 
people  are  few>  but  which  it  is 
uspOMifale  to  procure  in  regions 
wlMetiie  proportion  between  land 
and  population  is  reversed.  All 
ocAonies  had^  therefore^  undergone 
this  curse  in  their  infancy)  for 
where  black  slavery  had  not  ob« 
telnedf  white  servitude  would  be 
ibond  to  Aipply  its  place.  It  ex.. 
tiled  at  this  moment  in  Australia^ 
and  gave  rise  to  a  moral  effect  infi- 
nitely worse  than  that  which  we  had 
just  abolished  at  so  heavy  a  cost  in 
the  West  Indies.  Nevertheless, 
without  the  white  slavery^  whidi 
was  called  the  convict  system,  the 
colony  of  New  South  Wides,  which 
can  command  no  other  combinable 
labour^  would  be  absolutely  ruined. 
What^  then,  was  the  remedy  ? 
To  change  the  system ;  to  create  a 
sufficient  check  on  the  power  of 
acquiring  land^  so  as  to  secure  at 
once  the  advantages  of  combined 
labour ;  to  prevent  the  poor  emi- 
grant from  becoming,  upon  his 
disembarking,  a  needy  and  useless 
landholder  3  and  to  deter  the  capi- 
talist from  surrounding  himself 
with  a  desert,  which  he  had  no 
means  of  cultivating.  There  must 
be  a  power  somewhere  to  give  or 
to  withhold  land.  All  colonial 
history  went  to  show  that  this 
could  not  be  safely  vested  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  and,  in 
the  event  of  its  being  consigned  to 
individuals,  a  few  selfish  persons 
might  sdze  on  vast  tracts  of  coun- 
try,  and  shut  out  all  other  settlers. 
Some  fixed  rule,  therefore,  was 
called  for)  to  be  binding  upon  all 
parties;  and  it  appeared>  upon 
mature  investigation,  that    none 

wai^  at  the  lame  time^  so  efficient 


and  so  equal  in  its  operatkm  be* 
tween  man  and  man  as  ''nrice." 

This  was  the  true  basis  01  colo- 
nization in  reference  to  the  disposal 
of  waste  lands.  The  price  ai  land 
in  the  West  Indies,  where  half  an 
acre  was  enough  to  support  a 
whole  family^  would,  of  course,  be 
ffreater  than  the  sum  demanded  in 
Ginada;  but  in  every  instance  the 
prindple  was,  that  the  price  of  land 
should  be  a  sufficient  '<  price  "  to 
secure  to  the  capitalist  a  supply  of 
hired  labour,  while  it  held  out  to 
the  working  man  the  prospect  of 
such  wages  as  would  enable  him  to 
become  in  turn  a  capitalist  liimself. 
The  great  object  was  to  fix  such  a 
value  upon  crown  lands  as  would 
place  them  beyond  the  reach  of  per- 
sons without  capital,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  make  it  not  worth  the 
while  of  any  one  to  a{^nropriate 
larger  tracts  than  he  could  bring 
into  profitable  cultivation. 

If  then,  argued  Mr.  Ward,  they 
looked  only  to  the  colony,  it  was 
desirable  that  some  price  should  be 
affixed  to  land,  but  the  interests  of 
the  mother  country  were  not  less 
concerned.  A  price  muse  produce 
revenue,  and  this  income,  if  laid 
out  in  a  wise  manner,  for  the  pur-* 
poses  of  emigration,  afforded  the 
best  emigration  fund  which  the 
country  could  desire.  By  securing 
a  certain  supply  of  labour,  it  gave 
encouragement  to  the  capitalist  to 
invest  money  in  land,  while  the 
more  land  was  bought,  the  more 
labour  could  be  supplied.  In  the 
regulations,  indeed,  of  the  South 
Australian  colony,  the  word 
''  price  "  was  defined  to  be  *^  a  con- 
tribution to  the  emigration  fund,'* 
and,  it  was  stated,  as  a  distinction^ 
that  this  was  the  scde  condition 
upon  which  land  could  be  pro* 
cured. 

To  fym  aa  eitimat^  of  the  pro* 
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bable  amount  of  such  a  fund,  it  was 
necessary  to  turn  again  to  the 
United  States.  In  them  the  right 
to  all  lands,  with  the  exception  of 
some  of  the  old  Atlantic  members 
of  the  union,  had  been  vested  in 
the  federal  government  by  an  act 
of  congress  which  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all  the  good  which  the  sys- 
tem had  since  produced*  They  had 
established  one  uniform  demand  of 
JS^i  per  acre,  which  was  still 
considered  too  low  by  the  best  in- 
formed economists.  No  preference 
was  allowed,  and  no  credit  given. 
Surveys  were  conducted  upon  an 
enormous  scale.  No  less  than 
140,000,000  of  acres  had  been 
mapped  and  planned  at  the  cost  of 
^2,164,000.  There  was  a  gene- 
ral land  office  at  Washington, 
with  forty  subordinate  district 
offices,  each  having  a  registrar 
and  a  receiver,  with  salaries  of 
^500.,  and  one  per  cent,  upon 
sales.  Maps,  plans,  and  informa- 
tion of  every  kind  were  accessible 
to  the  humblest  persons,  and  the 
proceedings  of  these  offices  were 
effectually  checked  by  annual  re. 
ports  to  congress.  What  had  been 
the  result  ?  Since  1795,  when  the 
system  was  first  set  on  foot,  the 
sum  actually  paid  into  the  public 
treasury  amounted  to  84  millions  of 
dollars.  The  national  debt  was 
paid  off.  There  was  a  surplus  re- 
venue to  divide ;  and,  this  became 
quite  intelligible  when  they  looked 
to  the  produce  of  the  land  sales 
since  1795.  In  1796,  the  receipts 
were  no  more  than  ^^4,836.  But  in 
1836,  they  had  progressively  risen 
to  no  less  than  ^^24,000,000. 
These  were  the  fiscal  results ;  but 
the  moral  consequences  of  this 
/sound  and  simple  principle  were  by 
no  means  incommensurate.  The 
whole  western  wilderness  of  Ame. 
rica  had  been  converted  into  the 


most  thriving  aggregation  of  states 
the  world  had  ever  witnessed,  and 
full  of  all  the  elements  of  public 
and  private  prosperity ;— a  con- 
trast melancholy  enough  with  the 
condition  of  things  which  the 
radically  corrupt  and  vacillating 
method  had  brought  about  amongst 
ourselves. 

The  case  of  the  Swan  river  af- 
forded a  remarkable  instance.  Ne^ 
ver  was  a  colony  founded  with 
more  legitimate  purposes,  or  with 
higher  hopes.  A  cousin  of  sir 
Robert  Peel  was  at  the  head.  He 
took  out  a  capital  of  50,000^ 
which  was  invested  in  stock,  seeds, 
agricultural  labourers,  and  imple- 
ments of  various  kinds.  Many 
persons  of  high  respectability  went 
with  him.  But  all  these  advan- 
tages came  to  nothing,  by  the  ab- 
surd principle  upon  which  the  land 
was  disposed  of.  Mr.  Peel  began 
by  appropriating  a  grant  of  500,000 
acres.  The  governor  took  100,000, 
another  person  80,000  acres ;  and 
an  embryo  right  of  proprietorship 
was  thus  spread  over  hdf  the  co- 
lony before  any  sort  of  settlement 
was  formed.  In  addition  to  these 
grants  made  in  England,  land  was 
sold  at  Swan  river  at  1^.  ScL  an 
acre.  What  followed?  The  la- 
bourers who  went  out  with  Mr. 
Peel  deserted  him,  and  dispersed 
themselves  over  the  wilderness ; 
the  stock  was  destroyed,  the  seed 
rotted  on  the  beach,  and  the  colony 
itself  was  only  saved  from  starva- 
tion by  liberal  supplies  from  Van 
Diemen's  Land.  A  new  system 
had,  however,  been  introduced 
since  1831,  and  much  gratitude 
was  due  to  lord  Howick  for  having 
put  an  end  to  the  most  objection- 
able feature  in  the  former  regime 
by  laying  down  the  rule,  that  for 
the  future  no  grants  should  be 
made   to  any  persons  whatever* 
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But  this  did  not  go  far  enough, 
for  it  rested  upon  the  security  of 
no  act  of  parliament,  and  was  al- 
ways liable  to  change  with  the 
fluctuating  counsels  of  the  colonial 
office.  To  give  to  the  system  any 
thing  like  its  proper  efficiency,  a 
national  guarantee  was  required, 
which  should  bring  into  competi- 
tion British  as  well  as  colonial 
capital,  and,  as  it  was  not  possible 
to  conjecture  beforehand  their  prob- 
able amount,  to  sanction  the  an- 
ticipation of  the  sales  of  lands  by 
loans  raised  upon  them.  England, 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  had  no 
back  wood,  like  the  Americans,  no 
continuous  communication  with 
her  colonies, — a  wide  sea  lay  be- 
tween them*-^and  the  poor  could 
not  cross  it  without  gratuitous 
conveyance.  Now,  urged  the  hon. 
member,  although  the  actual  pro- 
duce of  the  land  sales  would  not 
suffice  for  this  purpose,  they  would 
serve  as  ample  security  for  any 
money  which  might  be  required  to 
bring  the  plan  into  immediate  ope- 
ration upon  the  warrant  of  an  act 
of  parliament.  What,  for  instance, 
might  not  the  United  States  raise 
upon  a  branch  of  revenue  which 
had  produced  in  one  year  four  mil- 
lions sterling  ?  We  should  adopt 
their  principle.  The  security  was 
already  liked  in  the  British  mar- 
kets ;  and  well  it  might,  since  the 
whole  loan  was  spent  in  adding  to 
the  value  of  the  security.  The 
land  sales  in  New  South  Wales, 
though  sold  at  the  very  inadequate 
price  of  5$.  per  acre,  without  the 
aid  of  English  competition,  had 
realized  from  1832  to  1836  no  less 
than  240,091/.  Now  this  would  be 
a  security  for  a  million  of  money, 
if  required  for  an  emigration  fund, 
but  not  without  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. But^  continued  Mr.  Ward, 
it  might  be  urged  that  such  a  pro- 


ceeding would  be  an  invasion  of 
the  prerogative,  which  was  en- 
trusted with  the  administration  of 
waste  lands.  But  what,  in  point 
of  fact,  did  that  power  amount  to 
in  this  instance,  but  a  great  moral 
responsibility,  which  so  long  as  it 
had  rested  upon  the  colonial  office^ 
had  been  most  disgracefully  abused. 
Only  let  them  contrast  the  case  of 
Canada  where  the  prerogative  had 
been  exerted  to  the  fullest  extent, 
with  that  of  South  Australia, 
where  it  had  been  very  wisely 
waived.  In  the  former  country  the 
administration  of  the  lands  had 
been  a  tissue  of  peculation  and  rtaS" 
management  in  the  hands  of  every 
official  person  who  happened  to 
exercise  any  influence  in  the  colony. 
It  had  been  the  endeavour  of 
each,  and  all,  to  make  something 
out  of  the  land  to  the  ruin  of  his 
neighbour.  What  were  the  ef- 
fects? In  Upper  Canada  out  of 
17,653,000  acres  which  had  been 
surveyed,  only  1,597,019  remain- 
ed unappropriated,  and  450,000 
of  these  were  required  for  roads. 
In  the  lower  province,  out  of 
6,169,963,  no  less  than  4,500,000 
had  been  alienated.  Of  6,000,000 
acres  in  Nova  Scotia,  5,750,000 
had  been  parted  with.  And  in 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  there  was 
evidence  to  show  that  1,400,000 
acres  were  alienated  in  one  day,  in 
blocks  of  from  20,000  to  150,000 
acres.  The  greater  part  of  this 
land  belonged  to  individuals  who 
had  never  taken  possession,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  excluded  every 
one  else.  Moreover  3,000,000 
acres  of  clergy  and  crown  reserves 
scattered  over  the  colony,  ope- 
rated as  a  bar  to  all  improvement. 
Of  all  this  territory  so  wantonly 
squandered,  not  one  tenth  had 
been  occupied,  nor  had  one  tithe  of 
the  occupied  districts  been  brought 
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into  cultivation.    The  same  reck-  of  escuiing  the  ooiueqaences  of 

len  expenditure  had  obtained  in  our  fofly^  lay   in  retracing  our 

the  execution  of  surveys  which  steps^  and  adqiting  loid  Duraam'i 

were  so  inaccurate,  that  almost  all  system  of  Imponng  a  tax  npoo 

titles  were  uncertain.    According  wild  land  sumeient    to  bring  a 

to  the  report  of  lord  Durham,  the  portion  of  it  every  rear  into  the 

system  of  emigration  was  most  market,  by  making  it  too  dear  to 

inefficient    There  was  great  mor-  keep,  and  it  woiud  then  Im  ne- 

tality  in  the  ships,  much  distress  cessary    to   have   recourse   to  a 

on  landings  and  no  sort  of  pro-  sound  principle  of  colonisation. 

vision  made  by  government  for  the  This  wiser  method^  pursued  the 

emigrants  at  the  time  when  they  hon.  member,  was  no  longer  a 

most  stood  in  need  of  it.    The  theory,  it  had  been  fairly  exhibited 

people  in  the  interior  were  dis*  in  practice*    The  colony  of  South 

persed  and  isolated  from  the  want  Australia  was  founded  on  the  15th 

of  roads.  No  schools  existed.  The  of  August  1834,  by  act  of  paxlia* 

markets  were  few  and  inaccessi-  ment.       The    comttianonen    of 

ble.      The    farmers    were    being  crown    lands  were  appointed  in 

ruined  by  the  loss  of  their  capital  May   1836,  and  the  first  vessel 

through  the  want  of  the  neces-i  was    chartered    on  the  24th   d 

sary  communication,  and  of  those  March   1836,  at  the  time  when 

who  had  landed  from  this  country,  the  whole  territory  was  an  un- 

not  less  than  three  fifths  had  been  trodden    desert.     What    was    its 

forced    to    re-emigrate    into   the  condition  now.    The  sales  of  land 

United  States.  up  to  the  24th  of  June  1889  had 

The  only  means,  said  Mr.  Ward  been 

ACRES.  £ 

60,643,  at  12^.  per  acre    •     •••     36,404 

88,095  at  205.  do 88,095 


l'TO,7oO  ...  •••  •#•  •••  •••  •«•  liB4y4«IS7 

These  sales  were  principally  ef.  town  acre  for  50/.  per  annum* 
fected  in  England.  About  7,482  And  the  twentieth  part  of  one  of 
personshad  gone  out  from  this  coun-     these  which  had  recently  sold  for 


try  alone,  at  the  expense  of  about  125.  had  been  parted  with    for 

18/.  for  each  adult.    The  probable  70^.   llie  ordinary  profits  of  sheep 

population  was  then  about  9,000  farming  were  estimated  at  80  por 

and   10,000  souls.     The  rise  in  cent.    Two  banks  had  been  estab* 

the  value  of  land  was  something  lished,   and  a  third  was  in  pio- 

incredible.      The    first    governor  gress.    There  was  a  company 


captain  Hindmarsh,  purchased  two  a  capital  of  25,000^.,  for  conatniet" 
rural  sections  of  134  acres  at  80/.  ing  a  railway  from  the  town  to 
each.  They  were  sold  on  his  de-  the  port ;  a  distance  of  six  miles^ 
parture  for  1000/.  The  town  of  and  in  addition  to  the  two  news- 
Adelaide  contained  700  of  stone,  papers  established  in  the  cdJonr, 
brick,  wood,  &c.,  besides  about  the  South  Australian  Reeord  m 
300  of  mud  and  rush  huts.  Single  England  had  a  circulation  of 
acres  in  the  town  had  sold  for  2,000  number  a  month,  among 
1000/.  each.    Mr.  Rigge  let   a  those  who  were  intetested  id  the 
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Mltknieiit;.  MoreoTer  the  incmaae 
of  knd  nles  in  the  last  five  tnonthi 
of  Ihe  jrean  1887  and  1838,  af^ 
forded  a  further  test  of  the  advan^i 
ta§e8  c€  the  improfed  system.  In 
fit*  months  m  the  former  yeari 
tki7  amounted  to  ahout  2,£Ml'i 
in  the  latter  to  20,000/. 

These  principles^  how^rer^  said 
the  member  for  Sheffield^  which 
hAd  been  applied  with  so  much 
eaccesB  to  the  colony  in  question^ 
OBghi  to  be  extended  to  the  whole 
of  our  dependencies^  by  means  of 
an  act  of  parliament*  The  ques* 
tion  of  Jurisdiction  no  doubt  was 
full  (^  difficulty,  And  some  ma* 
nagement  would  be  required  to 
kaeet  it.  But  although  the  power 
tyf  the  colony  extended  within  the 
lands  already  settled,  the  home 
gDreiiiment  undoubtedly  retained 
ita  original  claims  over  all  the 
waste  oountry^  nor  had  the  right 
of  disposing  of  it  ever  been  dele* 
gated  to  any  number  of  settlers 
whatever.  Supposing  however, 
that  there  existed  a  disputed  Juris- 
diction, the  colonial  legislature  as 
was  stated  by  lord  Durham,  were 
as  anxious  for  the  establishment 
of  a  sounder  system  as  we  could 
posdbly  be*  And  we  held  more- 
ovoTi  in  our  own  hands,  the  means 
of  correcting  any  factious  op^ 
pontidn  by  diverting  the  tide 
of  emigration  to  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

Would  it  be  wise,  demanded 
the  hon.  Member,  to  pass  over  the 
opportunity  of  regulating  an  im- 
pulse which  it  was  now  not  possi- 
ble to  control  >  This  country 
now  coiild  witness  what  had  not 
been  seen  for  tWo  centuries  before 
i'— men  of  high  connexions  taking 
part  in  colonisation  adventures, 
and  prepared  to  aive  up  the  re- 
finements of  highly  civilised  life, 
with  the  dependatice  wbidi  ii  the 


lot  of  yoaiiger  brothen  wbd  etn 
find  tio  outlet  in  our  over  crowded 
possessions^  in  order  to  carve  oai 
their  own  fortunes  in  the  wilder- 
ne«u 

Last  yeftt  itiifiiftteri  had  reflisel 
to  take  into  their  own  hands  the 
guidance  of  the  movement  of  ettii*i 
gration  to  New  ZecdAnd.  ViliAt 
was  the  coniequetice?  New  Zea* 
land  WAS  colcmiMing  itself*  The 
earl  of  Durham  was  at  the  heed 
of  the  Land  Company^  some  of 
the  principal  men  in  the  king* 
dom  served  among  the  diieetors^ 
And  up  to  that  day,  the  assodatiiiA 
had  Sold  666  sections  oontAiaitit 
67,266  acres  of  land  fmr  upwAt£ 
of  70,000*. 

The  hon.  ttiember  went  on  te 
direct  the  attention  of  the  housA 
to  another  point ;  Port  Natal,  and 
the  south  western  coast  of  AiMiiA* 
They  had  been  dready  requested 
by  petitions  from  Glasgow,  atid 
Liverpool,  and  the  African  mer- 
chairts  of  London,  to  deal  with 
this  question;  but  reasons  still 
more  cogent  existed.  A  re-emi- 
gration from  the  Cape  had  Just 
taken  place  of  5,000  armed  Boctts 
of  the  old  Dutch  race,  who  bed 
declared  themselves  independent  of 
Great  Britain,  and  seised  a  large 
tract  of  unoccupied  territorv  fimn- 
ing  the  district  of  Natal.  This  was 
owing  however  as  much  to  ecd- 
nomical  as  to  political  causes» 
Population  at  the  Cape  was  be- 
comingcrampedforroom  ^  while  the 
Natal  country  otfered  16,000,000 
acres  of  fertile  and  well  watered 
landi  unoccupied  by  native  tribes. 
It  was  obvious  therefore^  that  emi- 
gration in  Africa  likewise  must 
go  oni  the  only  question  was, 
whether  it  should  be  left  uncon- 
trolled by  Any  responsible  diree- 
tion,  instead  of  applying  the  proper 
prinmplo  at  once  to  this  teluaUi 
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country,  which  had  in  fact  already 
been  repeatedly  ceded  by  theZoulou 
chiefs  to  British  subjects. 

It  was  usual  to  urge,  that  the 
introduction  of  Europeans  became 
invariably  destructive  to  the  abo- 
rigines, who  would  not  amalgamate 
with  them.  But,  in  New  Zealand, 
the  greatest  mischief  had  already 
been  wrought  by  irregular  inva- 
sions of  the  refuse  of  the  neigh- 
bouring penal  settlements ;  and  it 
became  only  the  more  imperative  to 
place  their  intercourse  upon  a  foot- 
ing which  should  ensure  their  just 
and  considerate  treatment,  and 
eventual  introduction  of  civilization 
among  the  native  people.  Nor 
could  it,  indeed,  be  maintained, 
that  the  races  would  never  blend 
together.  With  the  warlike  tribes 
of  North  America  this  might 
hold  good }  but  there  were  at  this 
day  not  less  than  eight  millions  of 
Indians  employed  in  agriculture  in 
Mexico,  Columbia,  and  Peru. 

Mr.  Ward  did  not  look,  in  these 
recommendations,  to  any  barren 
extension  of  territory,  but  to  a 
great  impulse  to  trade,  a  relief  of 
our  pressure  at  home,  and  an  aug- 
mentation in  our  colonies  in  conse^ 
quence  of  that  alleviation.  With 
foreign  countries  our  trade  was 
always  fluctuating,  and  was  even 
retreating,  in  consequence  of  po- 
litical changes  and  the  alterations 
of  the  tarifi&;  but  colonial  com- 
merce, where  the  colonies  had  fair 
play,  was  an  ever-increasing  traffic, 
whether  we  maintained  our  poll, 
tical  connexion  with  them  or  not. 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving  the  four  resolutions^  which 
we  have  subjoined. 

The  same  views  were  maintained 
in  an  elaborate  speech  by  sir  W. 
Molesworth,  who  went  into  an 
investigation  of  statistical  details 
too  minute  for  us  to  bo  able  to 


record,  after  the  space  already  allot* 
ted  to  the  previous  speaker.  The 
subject,  indeed,  was  treated  by  sir 
William  more  particularly  in  re- 
lation to  its  bearing  upon  our 
penal  colonies,  which  he  represen- 
ted to  be  very  seriously  suffering 
from  the  great  scarcity  of  labour. 

To  exhibit  the  great  importance 
of  these  settlements,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  state  that  their  trade, 
revenue,  and  expenditure,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  was  found  that  in  pro- 
portion to  their  respective  popula- 
tions, the  exports  of  the  penal 
colonies  were  seven  times,  the 
imports  ten  times,  the  revenue 
twice,  and  the  expenditure  one  and 
a  half  times  as  great  as  those  of 
the  United  Kingdoms.  The  hon. 
baronet  went  into  other  calcula. 
tions,  to  point  out  their  extreme 
commercial  consequence;and  among 
other  matters  of  fact  mentioned 
that  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Sydney  the  value  of  land 
was  from  100^.  to  1000/.,  an  acre, 
while  in  Sydney  itself  an  acre  had 
been  sold  for  10,0002.  These 
statements  were  made  in  order  to 
attract  the  deeper  attention  to  the 
causes  which  threatened  the  in- 
dustry of  the  settlements  in  ques- 
tion. 

Sir  W.  Molesworth  then.begged 
the  house  to  remark,  that  the  cause 
of  the  rapid  prosperity  of  these 
colonies  lay  not  in  the  circumstance 
that  the  government  had  provided 
the  settlers  with  gratuitous  land, 
but  that  it  had  furnished  the  com- 
binable  labour  which  gave  value 
to  the  soil,  by  means  of  convict 
slaves  transported  at  the  cost  of 
this  country,  while  the  government 
had  further  created  an  excellent 
market  in  the  form  of  convict, 
military^  and  civil  establishments, 
maintained   out   of  the    British 
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estimates.  Nearly  seven  millions 
of  acres  had  been  granted  away,  of 
which  only  a  trifling  portion  during 
the  last  four  years  had  been  paid 
for.  They  had  transported  about 
110^000  persons^  most  of  these 
were  assigned  as  labourers,  and 
there  were  probably  from  30,000 
to  40,000  convicts  now  in  private 
service.  The  Transportation  com- 
mittee had  calculated  that  the  sum 
expended  upon  these  dependencies 
since  1 786  had  certainly  not  been 
less  than  eight  millions  of  pounds 
sterling.  Land  well  fitted  for  the 
growth  of  wool  and  other  produce, 
a  steady  market  at  hand,  and  an 
abundant  supply  of  labour,  formed 
the  elements  of  the  wealth  of  the 
penal  colonies.  At  an  earlier  period 
the  supply  of  labourers  exceeded  the 
demand^  and  various  indulgences 
were  granted  to  the  settlers^  who 
would  take  convicts  under  their 
charge.  The  supply  and  demand 
were  equal  at  a  subsequnt  stage^ 
there  was  then  no  longer  any  diffi- 
culty of  disposing  of  convicts,  and 
the  strange  system  of  confining  the 
punishment  of  offenders  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  private  persons  (called 
the  assignment  system)  acquired 
its  full  extension.  These  relations 
were  however  now  completely  re- 
versed; the  supply  of  convict 
labour  had  become  much  less  than 
the  demand,  and  had  given  rise  to 
very  great  competition.  This, 
said  sir  W.,  was  particularly  felt 
in  New  South  Wales,  where  the 
flocks,  from  the  want  of  shepherds, 
were  represented  to  be  twice  the 
size  which  they  ought ;  numbers  of 
sheep  were  perishing  for  want  of 
care,  and  many  proprietors  had  been 
compelled  to  destroy  their  lambs. 
It  had,  in  short,  been  estimated 
last  year,  that  no  less  than  ten 
thousand  workmen  were  required 
for  that  colony  alone.     The  dimi- 


nution, it  might  be  added,  in  the 
general  and  land  revenue  which 
the  last  year  had  exhibited,  might 
in  some  degree  be  attributed  to 
this  cause,  which  would  in  fact 
occasion  a  still  further  deficiency 
in  the  absence  of  any  measures  for 
redressing  the  existing  disparity 
between  the  demand  and  the 
supply. 

That  disproportion  originated  in 
the  great  augmentation  of  capital 
in  the  colony,  which  occasioned 
an  increase  of  employment,  and  it 
was  also  seriously  affected  by  the 
very  unequal  ratio  which  the 
numbers  of  the  two  sexes  had  borne 
in  the  population  of  the  colony; 
The  convicts  were  for  the  most 
part  men,  and  leaving  on  their 
death  no  children  behind  them^ 
those  who  succeeded  did  little  more 
than  fill  their  vacant  places. 

The  employment  of  criminals 
had,  moreover,  brought  discredit 
upon  various  kinds  of  labour  in  the 
eyes  of  the  free  emigrants,  who 
were  averse  to  occupations  which 
had  been  performed  by  convicts, 
and  were  reluctant  to  confound 
themselves  with  persons  under 
punishment  by  working  in  com- 
pany. The  same  feelings  were 
found  to  operate  upon  the  free 
population  of  the  southern  states 
of  the  Union,  who  cast  a  stigma 
upon  any  white  person  who  con^ 
sented  to  exercise  the  kinds  of  indus- 
try performed  usually  by  the  black 
race.  The  same  causes  he  ad« 
mitted  were  not  in  such  extensive 
operation  in  Van  Diemen*s  Land^ 
because  the  territory  of  that 
colony  was  comparatively  limited, 
and  most  of  the  fertile  land  was 
already  occupied.  The  yearly 
importation  of  convicts  was  there- 
fore nearly  sufficient  for  the  labour 
market  of  that  colony.  But  this 
was  very  far  from  being  the  case 
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in  New  South  Wales.  No  govern- 
ment, however,  he  was  convinced, 
could  much  longer  maintain  a 
source  of  labour  derived  from  the 
employment  of  convicts  as  slaves, 
which  had  been  condemned  by 
every  authority  as  a  most  unequal 
and  objectionable  punishment,  and 
when  that  supply  was  finally  cut 
off,  unless  new  channels  of  labour 
were  at  the  same  time  opened,  the 
want  would  be  most  severely  felt. 
by  both  of  the  colonies. 

But,  continued  the  hon.  baronet, 
not  only  would  these  pressing  oc- 
casions be  provided  for,  but  all  the 
southern  regions  of  the  globe, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
islands  of  the  Pol3rnesian  sea  might 
ere  long  become  the  most  import- 
ant marts  for  the  produce  of 
British  industry,  and  amply  eom* 
pensate  for  t^ioae  markets  whidi  in 
the  old  world  we  were  on  the  eve  of 
losing,  provided  that  those  fertile 
portions  of  the  earth  were  once 
peopled  by  men  of  Britidi  race  and 
kindred  feelings,  by  a  plan  of  sysr 
tematic  emigration  similar  to  that 
which  had  that  evening  been  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Labouchere,  who  succeeded 
sir  W.  Molesworth,  would  hav^ 
been  well  content  not  to  have  been 
called  upon  to  deal  with  so  difficult 
a  questicm  so  soon  after  his  con- 
nection with  the  colonial  office. 
He  as»ired  the  house,  that  from 
him  they  should  have  no  apdogy 
in  favour  of  the  former  system,  if 
system  it  could  be  called ;  but  in 
^18,  as  in  many  other  cases,  it  was 
difficult  to  retrace  their  steps,  and 
to  return  at  once  to  a  sounder 
system.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
4eny  what  Mr.  Ward  had  called 
the  fundam^ital  principle  of  the 
dinqsosal  of  colonial  lands;  for  he 
considered,  that  free  grants  were 
altogeUier  an  abuse,  and  diat  the 


only  just  method  of  distributing 
crown  lands  was  the  sale  of  them 
at  a  just  and  sufficient  price.  There 
were^  however,  several  details  in 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend,  from 
which  he  could  not  be  said  entirely 
to  dissent,  because  he  had  not  yet 
the  means  of  forming  a  decided 
opinion;  but  this  he  would  say, 
that  many  persons  of  official  station 
and  great  personal  experience  in 
the  colonies  thought  it  extremely 
unadvisable  for  the  house  to  pledge 
itself,  not  only  to  the  general 
principles  of  these  resolutioiHi,  but 
likewise  to  the  details  by  which  it 
was  intended  to  carry  them  into 
execution.  Mr.  I^abouchere  then 
proceeded  to  notice  briefly  several 
of  the  features  of  the  resolutions. 
Mr.  Ward  had  proposed  aQ  uniform 
price  for  land,  but  a  different  scheme 
was  more  generally  reeoaunendad. 
The  better  scheme,  in  hb  opinioB, 
would  be  to  set  on  a  suffieient 
maximum  price,  and  thvow  die 
land  into  the  market,  leaving  it  to 
competition  to  determine  by  auction 
whether  a  greater  price  ought  not 
to  be  given.  This  eastern  bad 
been  adopted  ip  the  United  States^ 
and  would  provide  against  the 
almost  inevitable  consequences  of 
jobbing  and  undue  preferences. 

He  came  tp  another  recommen- 
dation; the  employment  of  the 
whole,  or  a  large  fixed  portion  of 
the  purchase-money  in  emigratium. 
This  was  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  colony  of  SouUi  Aus- 
tralia, which  was  made  a  modd 
for  all  others.  In  tlie  first  billy  the 
commissioners  were  forindden  to 
devote  a  shilling  to  any  other  pur- 
pose, and  it  looked  upon  paper 
very  well.  But  what  he  was  about 
to  state  was  a  warning  to  the 
house  not  to  be  too  predpitate  in 
laying  down  abstract  rules.  For 
what  was  the  fact?    Not  a  year 
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patted  over  before  the  promoters 
aeroanded  an  important  qualifi- 
cajtion*  They  had  been  borrowing 
9t  ten  per  cent,  to  carry  on  the 

SQvemment  of  the  colony^  and 
nding  thU  to  be  a  very  extrava- 
ggnt  method^  while  they  were  de- 
riving money  from  the  sale  of  land, 
they  wrought  in  a  bill  to  enable 
the  land  fund  to  be  loaned  to  the 
fund  for  the  general  government. 
Was  )u3  not^  then^  justified  in  re- 
questing the  bouse  to  pause  before 
they  committed  themselves  to  any 
plan  (tf  a  similar  description  ?  There 
Wa8>  wd  Mr.  Labouchere^  a  claim 
of  a  more  important  nature  even 
than  emigrationj  which  ought  to 
be  provided  for  out  of  the  land 
fi^qdf  which  was  the  due  protection 
of  the  Original  people^  while  the 
e^pensesof  road-making  and  surveys 
mi§^t  very  properly  be  charged 
upon  it. 

It  w«3  recommended^  s^id  Mr. 
I^bouchere,  in  another  resolution^ 
that  loans  should  be  raised  on  the 
security  of  future  sales,  for  the 
purposes  of  emigration ;  and  he  was 
far  from  denying  that,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  it  might  be 
desirable  to  anticipate  the  land 
revenues  for  this  purpose.  It  was, 
however,  a  principle  that  demand- 
ed the  utmost  caution;  and  he, 
for  oa^,  would  never  advise  the 
parliament  to  hold  out  vague  pro- 
mises, which  it  might  not  eventu- 
ally lie  within  their  power  to  realize. 
A  good  authority^  sir  O.  Gipps, 
WjEis  of  opinion,  that  the  carrying 
on  pf  emigration  on  a  large  scale^ 
by  me^s  of  credit,  would  have  the 
effect  of  gxeaiiing  a  perpetual  debt 
against  the  co}ony,  which  exper 
rience  had  taught  them  would  not 
easily  be  cleared  off,  while  it  would 
moreover  be  extremely  difficult  to 
administer  the  colony  with  proper 
economy,  in  the  midst  of  the  f«c« 


titious  wealth  produced  by  the 
loan.  It  would  also  be  well  to 
remember,  that  the  land  revenpa 
was  the  only  fund  the  executive 
could  command  for  defraying  uny 
charges  which  the  legislative  coun- 
cil might  think  proper  to  reject, 
and  then  to  hear  in  mind  how 
difficult  it  was  to  control  impro-f 
vident  expenditure  in  a  distant 
dependency* 

In  order  to  show  the  disposition 
of  the  government  to  give  effect  |o 
emigration,  Mr.  Labouchere  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  amount  of  the 
land  revenues  from  New  South 
Wales  since  1831,  when  the  new 
li^stem  was  first  set  on  foot«  toge- 
ther with  the  sums  expended  in 
furnishing  free  {^ssages.  The  sys- 
tem was  not  fully  carried  out  until 
1837«  lyhen  th$  receipts  weita 
W,S66L,  of  which  44,729/.  wera 
applied  to  emigration.  In  IS^Sj 
however,  no  less  a  sura  than 
110^000/.  was  devoted  to  this  pur- 
pose. Twenty-four  emigrant  ships 
went  out  in  the  course  cf  the  same 
year,  containing  6,500  people,  and 
the  total  number  of  persons  emi-p 
grating  amounted  to  10,000.  This> 
said  the  right  hon.  member>  was 
enough  to  show  that  the  government 
was  by  no  means  wanting,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  warn  the  house,  that 
great  temporary  evil  might  occur 
by  sending  out  emigrants  in  too 
great  numbers  without  sufficient 
previous  inquiry ;  and  it  appieared 
from  the  last  despatch  of  Sir  Vicary 
Gibbs,  that,  owing  to  the  acciden- 
tal circumstance  of  a  long  drought 
in  New  South  Wales,  there  was 
no  demand  for  labour,  and  people 
might  be  seen  with  their  hands 
crossed,  unable  to  find  employment. 
Mr,  Labouch^e  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  Mx-  Ward 
Wiould   rest    contented  with  thi 
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assurance  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  lord  Normanby  to  examine  the 
question,  at  his  earliest  leisure,  in 
sill  its  details,  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  promote  the  best  interests  both  of 
the  mother  country  and  the  colony. 

Mr.  Warburton  gave  his  support 
to  the  resolutions,  at  the  same  time 
tharhe  dissented  from  that  part  of 
the  projected  plan  which  gave  the 
power  of  raising  loans  by  way  of 
mortgage  on  the  colonial  revenues^ 
because  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
raising  a  great  demand  for  emi- 
grant labour  in  the  mother  country, 
in  those  years  when  the  capital 
thus  received  by  loan  was  to  be 
expended,  and  a  slack  one  in  the 
years  when  they  had  only  the  sur- 
plus annual  income  to  apply  3  and 
it  was  of  great  importance,  that 
the  yearly  demand  for  labourers 
and  for  transport  shipping  should 
be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  either 
uniform  or  steadily  progressive* 

The  resolutions  obtained  the 
countenance  of  Mr.  C.  BuUer,  and 
were  opposed  by  sir  Robert  Inglis, 
and  loxd  Howick,  who  complained 
that  the  second  ^nd  third  were 
expressed  in  term|^  far  too  absolute 
to  be  safely  adopted,  although  he 
agreed,  as  indeed  Was  the  case  with 
most  of  the  members  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  discussion,  with 
the  general  views  embodied  in 
them.  The  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
Ward  of  enforcing  the  policy  for 
which  he  contended,  relating  to  the 
occupation  of  land  by  the  authority 
of  parliament  upon  all  the  British 
colonies,  was  open  in  general  to 
the  gravest  objections,  and  in  the 
case  of  those  in  North  America, 
which  were  already  provided  with 
legislatures  of  their  own,  could 
not  but  prove  in  the  highest  de- 
gree improper  and  impolitic.  The 
system  proposed  in  Mr.  Wakefield's 
writings  was  no  doubt  by  far  the 


wisest  that  could  be  adopted,  but 
no  one,  he  was  sure,  who  was 
aware  how  very  deep  a  prejudice 
pervaded  the  whole  North  Ameri- 
can continent,  in  favour  of  giving 
every  facility  to  the  occupation  of 
land,  would  attempt  at  once  to  run 
counter  to  this  popular  feeling,  and 
enforce  the  introduction  of  a  wise 
policy  which  could  only  be  estab- 
lished by  influence  and  persuasion. 
It  ought  moreover  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  since  the  crown  re- 
venues in  the  North  American 
colonies  had  been  ceded  to  the 
assemblies,  the  parliament  had  not 
power  of  interfering  independently 
of  their  concurrence. 

For  these  reasons,  said  lord 
Howick,  the  resolutions  in  ques- 
tion were  inapplicable  to  the  colo- 
nies in  North  America,  nor  were 
they  so  in  a  less  degree  to  West 
Indian  plantations.  Even  in  the 
large  island  of  Jamaica,  of  which 
so  small  a  portion  was  yet  occu- 
pied, not  more  than  5,000  acres 
were  now  remaining  in  the .  hands 
of  the  crown.  The  mere  restric- 
tion therefore  of  the  grants  would 
of  itself  have  but  little  effect,  nor 
would  there  be  any  practical  ad- 
vantage in  placing  a  high  price 
upon  the  public  lands,  wmle  such 
extensive  tracts  belonging  to  indi- 
viduals might  be  brought  into  the 
market,  and  keep  down  their  va- 
lue by  competition.  The  only 
method  of  discouraging  the  exces- 
sive occupation  of  land  would  be 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  it,  nor  was  it, 
indeed,  probable  that  a  :  regular 
supply  of  labour  would  ever  be 
obtained  in  the  majority  of  the 
West  India  colonies,  until  the 
greater  part  of  the  revenue  neces- 
sary for  the  public  service,  should 
be  raised  by  a  direct  impost  upon 
the  soil,  instead  of  an  indirect 
taxation. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[241 


Lord  Howick  went  on  to  say, 
that  be  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  in  thinking  not  only  that 
land  ought  to  be  alienated  exclu- 
sively by  sale,  but  also  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  Australian  co- 
lonies the  encouragement  of  emi- 
gration was  the  most  useful  object 
to  which  the  proceeds  could  be 
applied.  He  could  not,  however, 
consent  to  lay  it  down  for  an  in- 
flexible rule  that  the  whole  or  even 
any  given  proportion  of  the  re- 
venue should  be  devoted  to  the 
last  mentioned  purpose*  At  pre- 
sent this  might  perhaps  be  desira- 
ble, but  when  the  colony  in  the 
course  of  time  increased  in  extent 
and  population,  the  necessity  for 
emigration  would  diminish,  and 
the  amount  of  expenditure  requir. 
ed  in  preparing  new  tracts  of  land 
for  the  occupation  of  the  native  in- 
habitants would  increase.  It  would, 
at  any  rate,  said  the  noble  viscount, 
be  admitted  that  the  expense  of 
collec:ing  the  revenue  must  at  all 
events  be  defrayed  from  this  source, 
an  important  head,  which  included 
not  only  the  cost  of  survey,  but 
other  very  large  items  of  expendi- 
ture for  the  formation  of  roads, 
and  the  building  of  bridges,  schools, 
and  churches  which  were  necessary 
for  the  advantageous  settlement  of 
the  country.  The  sums  so  laid  out 
might  justly  be  regarded  as  prepar- 
ing more  land  for  sale,  and  aug- 


menting the  future  revenue,  and 
as  such  means  of  communication 
and  public  buildings  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  existence 
of  civilized  society,  in  the  event 
of  the  requisite  funds  not  being 
provided  from  the  sales  of  land, 
they  would,  in  the  settlement  of  a 
colony,  have  to  be  defrayed  by 
taxes,  which  every  government, 
including  that  of  the  United  States 
had  found  it  very  difficult  and  very 
disadvantageous  to  impose  upon 
such  infant  communities.  In  short, 
the  money  proceeding  from  the 
sale  of  land  in  colonies  ought 
to  be  considered  as  part  of  their 
capital,  and  laid  out  for  their  per- 
manent improvement,  instead  of 
being  applied  with  the  rest  of  the 
ordinary  revenue  to  the  purpose  of 
current  expenditure. 

Mr.  Ward  staled  in  reply,  that 
if  he  had  brought  forward  his  mo- 
tion at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session  he  should  not  have  hesi* 
tated  to  test  the  soundness  of  his 
opinions  by  a  division,  but  as  it 
was  not  possible  to  legislate  upon 
the  subject  that  year,  he  would 
withdraw  the  resolutions,  and 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
government,  hoping  that  they 
would  so  deal  with  it  during  the 
recess,  as  to  make  it  unnecessary 
for  any  member  to  take  it  up 
again. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


BUI  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Portuguese  Slave  Trade — Speech  of 
Lord  Minto  on  the  Second  Reading — The  Duke  of  Wellington  op^ 
poses  the  Bill  as  unconstitutional — Lord  MelbournC'^^Lord  Minto^^ 
Motion  rejected^^Address  to  the  Crown  on  the  same  subject,  moved 
hy  Lord  Brougham,  and  carried — Her  Majesty's  Answer  read  by 
the  Duke  of  Argyle — A  Second  Measure  brought  in  by  Lord  Pm- 
merston — Second  Reading  moved  by  Lord  Melbourne — Duke  of 
fVellington  continues  his  opposition — Speech  (f  Lord  Brougham^^ 
Bishop  of  London-^Lord  Chancellor — Lord  Ellenborough-^Bill 
Read  a  Second  Time -^ Duke  qf  Wellington's  Protest — Lord  Lynd^ 
hurst  moves  an  Amendment  in  Committee  on  Clause  2,  which  was 
carried,  after  some  Observations  from  Ix>rd  Brougham^^Btll  Read  a 
Third  Time,  and  passed,  after  another  Protest  signed  by  the  Duke 
qf  Wellington  and  other  Lords — Questions  asked  by  the  marquess  qf 
Londonderry  relating  to  Spanish  Affairs^^Explanatvon  (^  the  Earl 
qf  Clarendon — Speech  of  the  Duke  qf  Wellington^ MotuM  qf  Lord 
Sandonfor  Papers  referring  to  Mexico  and  Buenos  Ayres^^SpeecK 
of  Lord  Palmerston — Mr,  £.  Tennent's  Amendment — Mr.  Grole^-* 
Sir  Samuel  Lushington-^Mr,  C.  Wood — Sir  Robert  Ped — Plscoiuni 
Palmerston — Amendment  withdrawn — Original  Motion  agreed  to-^ 
Lord  Strangford  refers  to  the  Blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres-^^hord 
Melbourne's  Speech — Observations  of  Lord  AshburtoU'^Sub/ect 
dropped. 


THE  question  of  the  Portuguese 
slave  trade  was  first  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  house 
of  commons  on  the  8th  of  March, 
by  sir  Robert  Inglis,  who  took  oc- 
casion to  remind  lord  Palmerston 
of  the  address  which  had  been  car- 
ried the  year  before  on  the  same 
subject,  and  begged  to  be  informed 
whether  the  government  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  treaty  with 
Portugal,  or  were  prepared  to 
resort  to  the  measures  which  the 
noble  lord  promised  in  the  event 


of  the  f«ilure  of  suoh  oegotiatiotis. 
The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  re* 
plied,  that  after  four  years  spent  in 
negotiation,  a  note  had  just  been 
received  from  lord  Howard  de 
Walden,  in  which  it  was  stated^ 
that  he  no  longer  entertained  any 
hopes  of  procuring  the  assent  of 
the  Portuguese  cabinet  to  a  treaty 
for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic. 
It  was  therefore  the  intention  of 
the  government,  after  having  laid 
on  the  table  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  their  intercourse 
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5vit1i  Portugal;  to  introduce  a  bill^  gaged  in  it ;  and  the  Portuguese 
which  should  give  to  her  majesty's  government     further     undertook, 
cruisers  and  commissioners  the  same  within  two  months  from  the  date 
right  of   search,   with  regard   to  of  the  treaty,  to  pass  a  law  de<- 
alave-trading    vessels    met     with  daring  the  commerce  in  question 
below  the  line,  which  they  already  unlawful,  and  subjecting  persons 
possessed  in  the  case  of  those  which  implicated  therein  to  punishment. 
were  found  north  of  the  equator.  It  was,  moreover,  stipulated  that, 
A  bill  was  accordingly   intro-  within  a  specified  period,  Portugal 
duced  on  the  10th  of  July,  and  should  treat  with  this  country  for 
parsed  throughout  all  its  stages  suh  the  final  abolition   of    the    slave 
sileniiot  until  it    arrived  at   the  trade,  and  assimilate  its  legislation 
flecond  reading  in    the  house  of  on  the  subject  with  that  of  Great 
lords.     On  this  occasion,  the  earl  Britain.     There  was,  indeed,  ob- 
of  Minto  thought  it  necessary  to  served  the  noble  earl,  a  separate 
make  a  short  statement  of  the  pre-  article,  under  which  Portugal,  on 
sent  condition  of  the  law  relating  the  strength  of  an  expression  con» 
to  the  slave  trade,  and  the  existing  tained  in  it,  resisted  the  claims  of 
treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  England  ;  but  he  could  not  admit 
Portugal,  before  he  entered  into  that  the  treaty  contained  anything 
an  J  explanation  of  the  objects  of  that  went  to  justify  the  resistance, 
the  present  bill.    The  most  im-  When  Portugal  ceased  to  hold  the 
portant  treaty  was  that  of  1815.  Brazils,  in  point  of  faot,  the  slave 
The  slave  trade  was  declared  ille»  trade  ought  to  have  been  abolished 
gal,  and   Portugal  undertook  to  in  all  Portuguese  vessels,  for  there 
bring  about  eventually  its  entire  were  no  longer  any  transatlantic 
abolition,  consenting  in  the  mean*  possessions  to  which  the  terms  of 
time  not  to  suffer  her  flag  to  be  the  treaty  would  apply.     To  no 
employed  in  that  traffic  for  any  part  of  the  world,  after  her  sepa- 
other    purpose    than    to    furnish  ration  from  the  Brazils,  could  she 
slaves  for  her  own  transatlantic  carry  slaves  without  a  manifest 
dominions.      In    consideration  of  breach  of  faith, 
this    concession.     Great     Britain  Lord   Minto  went  on    to  say, 
agreed  to  remit  the  balance  of  a  that,    notwithstanding   those  en- 
debt,  amounting  to  600,000/.,  due  gagements,  this  traffic  had  been 
by  Portugal  to  this  country ;  which  almost  entirely  carried  on  under 
was  thus  paid  down  to  Portugal  as  the  flags  of  Portugal  and  Spain, 
the  priced  her  compliance.     Such  With  the  latter  country,  however, 
were  the  principal   provisions    of  we  had  concluded  a  very  efficient 
the  treaty }  but  we  had  as  yet  got  treaty,  which  gave  us  the  power  of 
no  more  than   a  promise  of  the  seizing  vessels    equipped  for  the 
future  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  slave  trade,  without  waiting  till 
In  1817,  however,  an  additional  they   had    taken  on   board   their 
convention  was  entered  into,  de-  miserable  cargo,   and  there  were 
fining    still    more    precisely    the  hopes  that  this  would  have  the  effect 
limits  within  which  the  slave  trade  of  thoroughly  extinguishing  it.     It 
to  the  Brazils  was  to  be  exercised,  was,  therefore,  extremely  desirable 
The  same  convention  also  described  that  we  should  obtain  similar  con- 
the  form  of  the  licence  and  pass-  ditions  from  Portugal,  and  he  was 
port  requisite  for  the   ships  en.  bound  to  say,  that  the  persons  op« 
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posed  to  the  abolition  were  not  the 
Portuguese  people,  but  certain  in- 
fluential parties  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  maintenance  of  the 
contraband  commerce,  and  con- 
tinued to  violate  the  treaty  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Portuguese 
government. 

Lord  Minto  proceeded  to  allege 
several  instances  in  support  of  the 
last  assertion.     We  mention  two. 
When  the  Portuguese  government 
determined  to  send  a  new  governor 
to  St.  Thomas,  how  did  their  lord- 
ships think   he  was  carried  out  ? 
Why  in  a  ship  equipped  as  a  slaver. 
On  another  occasion,  a  slaver  was 
seized  by  one  of  our  cruisers  and 
brought  into  Rio  Janeiro,  but  the 
courts    refused    to    act,    on    the 
grounds  that  the   ship   and  crew 
were  both  Portuguese.  The  British 
minister  accordingly  requested  the 
Portuguese  consul  to  punish   the 
men  for  their  violation  of  the  laws 
of  his  own  country;   but  this  he 
refused  to  do.    Nothing  remained 
but  to  take   the  ship   to   Sierra 
Leone.     She  was  condemned   by 
the  mixed  commission  court.     The 
Portuguese  government  protested 
against   this  proceeding;  and  this 
reminded  him  of  a  difficulty  which 
was  provided  for  by  a  clause  in  the 
present   bill.     A   court  of  mixed 
commission  could  only  adjudicate 
in  those  cases  where  the  national 
character  of  the  vessel  was  clearly 
established,  and  the  ship  was  proved 
to  belong  to  one  of  the  parties  of 
which   that  tribunal  was  consti- 
tuted.    To  meet  such  cases^  it  was 
there  enacted,  that  a  court  of  ad- 
miralty should  have  cognizance  in 
all  cases  where  a  ship  could  not 
make  good  any  legal  national  cha- 
racter. 

In  order  to  elude  the  requisitions 
which  had  been  urged  by  this 
country  for  nearly  four  years  for 


the  execution  of  the  stipulations 
existing  between  the  two  nations, 
Portugal  had  made  use  of  all  man- 
ner of  evasive  demands.  She  had 
required,  in  the  first  place,  a 
guarantee  of  her  African  pos- 
sessions, on  the  ground  that  the 
execution  of  her  engagements 
would  involve  the  insecurity  of 
those  dependencies.  An  applica- 
tion of  so  unlimited  a  nature  was 
of  course  not  conceded  ;  but  in  the 
event  of  any  insubordination,  we 
had  declared  our  readiness  to 
furnish  any  reasonable  assistance 
short  of  an  absolute  guarantee. 
Upon  this  a  further  request  was 
made,  that  Portugal  should  have 
the  custody  of  the  captured  negroes 
on  application.  That  for  very 
obvious  reasons  was  quite  inadmis- 
sible.  The  last  proposal  on  her 
part  was,  that  a  certain  period,  say 
eight  or  ten  years^  should  be  de- 
termined, during  which  the  treaty 
should  remain  in  force  and  the 
slave  trade  should  be  suppressed. 
An  arrangement  which  could  only 
lead  to  the  eventual  revival  of  the 
traffic.  From  this  brief  statement 
it  would  be  seen,  that  no  means 
existed  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
slave  trade  so  long  as  the  Portu- 
guese l^ag  was  allowed  to  cover  it. 
Slavers  no  doubt  had  been  taken 
under  the  flag  of  Russia  and. the 
Congress.  But  the  latter  were  very 
desirous  to  relieve  themselves  from 
this  reproach ;  and  in  the  United 
States,  moreover^  we  could  count 
upon  an  honest  administration  of 
the  law.  The  Russian  govern- 
ment had  always  said>  *'  do  what 
you  please  with  any  ship  using  the 
Russian  flag  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  this  commerce:"  and 
in  a  short  time  it  was  well  known 
that  a  satisfactory  treaty  would  be 
concluded  with  America.  His 
lordship  concluded^  by  entreating 
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the  house  to  pass  this  bill,  which 
had  been  introduced  in  redemption 
of  the  pledge  given  by  govern - 
inent  in  the  last  session,  and 
formed,  moreover,  an  indispensable 
preliminary  to  any  undertaking 
upon  a  greater  scale. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  admit- 
ted that  the  object  of  all  the  trea- 
ties of  1810,  1815  and  1817  was 
to  arrive  at  the  total  suppression 
of  the  infamous  traffic  in  question , 
nor  could  there  be  any  doubt  but 
that  this  country  had  a  full  right 
to  call  upon  Portugal  to  carry  the 
obligation  she  had  contracted  ef- 
fectually into  execution  ;  he  con- 
tended, however,  that  the  right  of 
enforcing  the  due  observation  of 
such  provisions  did  not  lie  within 
the  province  of  parliament.  It  was 
the  proper  office  of  the  executive 
government,  and  the  method  of 
proceeding  by  enactment  was  un- 
known to  the  constitution,  and 
contrary  to  the  constant  practice 
of  former  ministers.  In  such  a 
case  it  was  usual  to  enter  into  pre- 
vious negotiations  —  there  was 
usually  a  projet  and  a  conire-projet 
or  some  other  comtnunication  in  a 
diplomatic  form,  and  upon  the 
reasonableness  of  the  demands  on 
the  one  side,  or  the  refusals  on  the 
other,  the  government  was  fairly 
entitled  to  decide  and  to  proceed 
to  extremities,  should  their  policy 
lead  them  so  to  do.  Such  a  course 
in  the  present  instance  would  have 
the  advantage  of  laying  the  whole 
matter  before  the  world,  who 
would  be  able  to  pronounce  upon 
the  merits  of  the  question,  and 
ascertain  what  amount  of  conces- 
sion on  either  side  would  put  an 
end  to  the  dispute,  whereas,  when 
we  had  once  passed  a  bill,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  stand  or  fall  by 
it.  We  could  not  recede  from  our 
IftWi  nor  would  the  Portuguese 


submit  to  it,  and  this  would  end 
in  the  scandal  of  a  war  with  our 
ancient  ally.  After  maintaining 
that  the  house  would  further  com- 
mit an  act  of  great  injustice  in 
proceeding  to  legislate  simply  upon 
a  recital  of  treaties  contained  in 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,  present-, 
ing,  as  it  did,  no  more  than  one 
side  of  the  question,  the  duke  di- 
rected their  lordships'  notice  to  a 
provision  in  it  which  he  thought 
probably  went  beyond  the  in  ten- 
tion  of  the  noble  earl.  The  clause 
in  question  made  it  lawful  to  de- 
tain any  vessel  whatever  on  sus- 
picion on  the  high  seas  and  demand 
their  papers,  and  the  persons  ex- 
ercising such  authority  were 
moreover  indemnified  from  all  the 
consequences.  Was  it  intended 
that  the  vessels  of  any  power  in 
Europe  might  be  searched  and 
afterwards  allowed  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage,  whether  we  had 
treaties  with  those  powers  or  not  ? 
Such  a  law,  said  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, would  be  a  perfect  novelty 
in  the  legislation  of  this  country, 
and  the  House  ought  to  well 
pause  before  they  adopted  it.  The 
noble  viscount  opposite  he  would 
recommend  to  take  into  considera- 
tion whether  he  would  not  rather 
bring  down  a  message  from  the 
crown,  in  order  to  place  the  ques- 
tion  upon  its  proper  footing,  that 
of  a  breach  of  treaty  on  the  part  of 
Portugal,  with  regard  to  which 
her  majesty  felt  called  upon  to 
resort  to  extremities. 

Lord  Melbourne  said,  that  the 
noble  duke  had  apparently  miscon- 
ceived the  nature  of  the  bill.  The 
object  of  it  was  only  to  empower 
her  majesty  to  take  certain  steps  if 
she  thought  fit.  The  bill  did  not 
bind  her  to  adopt  those  measures, 
and,  therefore,  after  the  act  was 
passed  it  would  be  as  competent 
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for  her  majesty  to  proportion  her 
measures  to  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  as  if  she  had  merely  had  to 
act  as  a  belligerent  by  her  prero- 
gative. Every  mode  of  treaty 
would  be  open  to  her  under  the 
present  enactment  just  as  much  as 
in  the  other  alternative,  except 
that  the  irrevocable  step  would 
not  have  been  taken,  there  would 
have  been  no  declaration  of  war. 
It  might  moreover  be  added  that 
Portugal  had  received  due  notice 
of  what  was  intended  to  be  done, 
and  she  could  not  with  any  jus- 
tice complain  of  the  course  pursued. 
The  noble  duke  had  objected  to 
act  without  a  full  exposition  of 
the  matter.  Why,  said  lord  Mel- 
bourne, the  whole  case  was  already 
before  the  house.  There  were 
lying  on  the  table  statements  upon 
statements,  notes  of  our  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  notes  of  the 
Portuguese  secretary  during  the 
four  years  during  which  they  had 
been  engaged  in  this  negotiation 
with  Portugal.  The  whole  result, 
in  short,  was  in  their  hands.  They 
were  in  possession  of  the  version 
of  the  case  on  the  part  of  Portugal, 
and  the  objections  she  had  taken 
to  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaties, 
provided  she  were  not  protected 
against  certain  specified  contingen- 
cies which  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  any  thing  but  a  mere  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  execution  of 
the  stipulations  which  she  was 
bound  in  honour  to  carry  into 
effect.  It  was  to  enforce  these 
conditions  that  ministers  had  ap- 
plied for  the  present  measure  which 
would  no  doubt  confer  upon  them 
lowers  which  they  did  not  then 
possess.  The  noble  duke,  however, 
had  maintained  that  it  was  a  worse 
proceeding  than  a  declaration  of 
war,  but,  said  lord  Melbourne,  it 
was  tQ  avoid  this  very  necessity 


that  the  present  course  had  been 
adopted  by  them. 

The  duke  explained  that  he  had 
not  wished  to  deliver  any  opinions 
upon  the  necessity  of  proceeding 
in  this  or  any  other  way  in  order 
to  enforce  the  treaty.  He  had, 
however,  asserted  that  Portugal 
was  bound  to  perform  it,  and  the 
government  would  be  justified  in 
compelling  its  fulfilment  in  the 
usual  constitutional  manner. 

The  earl  of  Minto  stated  in 
reply,  that  government  demanded 
from  parliament  nothing  more  than 
the  power  of  exercising  the  prero« 
gative  of  the  crown  in  a  particular 
way.  ITie  rejection  of  this  bill 
would  be  an  encouragement  to  the 
slave-traders,  for  although  her  ma- 
jesty's cruisers  might  procure  or- 
ders to  seize  any  Portuguese  ves- 
sels, they  would  nevertheless  be 
liable  to  an  action  in  our  own 
courts,  in  the  event  of  their  doing 
so  before  a  declaration  of  war.  It 
was  to  protect  the  queen  8  sub- 
jects from  the  power  of  our  own 
tribunals,  and  not  against  any  fo- 
reign states,  that  the  present  act 
was  required.  The  object,  again, 
of  the  4th  clause  was  to  deicribe 
what  it  was  that  constituted  a 
slave  vessel,  and  when  it  was  lia- 
ble to  seizure.  Was  not  this  ne- 
cessary ?  And  then  the  5th  clause, 
which  enacted  that  such  ships 
should  be  broken  up  was  almost 
equally  so.  Lord  Minto  concluded 
by  declaring  that  without  this 
measure,  or  one  like  to  it,  the  pre. 
rogative  could  devise  no  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  Pbrtnguese 
slave  trad*  short  of  a  declaration 
of  war. 

The  house  th^  divided^  and 
the  contents  were  82,  the  not- 
contents  38,  so  the  bill  was  lost 
by  a  majority  of  six. 

On  the  following  evetiing  of  tlie 
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l^iid  of  August;  lord  Brougham 
arose  to  submit  a  resolution  on  the 
4BBme  subject  to  the  house.  The 
noble  lord  observed  on  this  occa- 
sion^ that  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  very  well  exist  with  regard 
to  the  bill  which  had  been  just 
rejeeted"— some  might  think  it  con- 
sistent with  principle  to  reject  the 
measure  —  others  might  require 
proof  of  the  accuracy  of  various 
statements  made  in  the  recital,  or 
tbey  might  be  of  opinion  that  it 
was  not  convenient  to  sanction 
such  a  preamble,  at  the  same  time 
that  there  was  not  the  shadow  of 
a  difference  as  to  the  general  neces- 
sity of  terminating  by  every  legiti- 
mate method  the  African  slave 
trade  carried  on  by  Portugal  and 
the  Brazils.  Nevertheless,  said 
lord  Brougham^  if  it  went  out  to 
Portugal  that  the  motion  to  which 
he  adverted  had  been  rejected  by 
so  venerable  an  authority,  their 
lordships  might  be  represented  as 
giving  a  sanction,  never  contem- 
plated by  any  one  of  them,  to  that 
atrocious  traffic,  and  under  this 
apprehension  he  would  move, 

'^That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  her  majesty,  praying 
her  majesty,  by  all  the  means 
within  her  majesty's  power,  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  governments  of 
foreign  nations,  as  well  in  America 
as  in  Europe,  for  their  concurrence 
in  effectually  putting  down  the 
traffic  in  slaves,  and  sdso  that  her 
majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  such  orders  to  her  majesty's 
cruisers^  as  may  be  most  efficacious 
in  stopping  the  said  traffic,  more 
especially  that  carried  on  under 
the  Portuguese  and  Brazilian  flags, 
or  bys  the  Brazilian  and  Portu- 
guese ships ;  assuring  her  majesty 
that  this  house  will  cheeifully 
concur  with  the  other  house  of 

podittment  in  whatever  measure 


might  be  rendered  necessary,  if 
her  majesty  shall  be  graciously 
pleased  to  comply  with  this  prayer.'* 

The  duke  of  Wellington  stated 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  for  an 
address  to  the  crown,  and  he  was 
quite  willing  to  vote  for  any  mo- 
tion which  should  pledge  the  house 
to  support  her  majesty  in  any 
measures  she  might  think  proper 
to  adopt  in  order  to  put  down  the 
slave  trade,  but  if  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolution  were  to  be  taken 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  bill  had 
been  proposed,  he  should  earnestly 
recommend  their  lordships  not  to 
support  it. 

Lord  Brougham  assured  the 
noble  duke,  that  in  voting  for  the 
address  he  could  not  possibly  stand 
committed  to  any  thing  beyond  a 
general  declaration  of  readiness  to 
countenance  the  government  in 
any  legitimate  attempt  to  abolish 
the  slave  trade,  and  after  some  ob- 
servations from  the  marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  and  the  earls  of  Had- 
dington and  Minto,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
communicated  to  the  other  houee 
of  parliament. 

On  the  8th  of  August  the  duke 
of  Argyll  (as  lord  high  steward  of 
the  household)  announced  that  her 
majesty  had  been  waited  on  with 
the  address  agreed  to  by  their 
lordships,  and  had  returned  the 
following  most  gracious  answer  :— 

"  I  receive  this  address  with 
great  satisfaction.  I  will  direct 
orders  to  be  given  to  my  cruisers 
in  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
fully  relying  upon  your  assurance^ 
that  you  will  concur  in  the  mea« 
sures  which  will  thus  be  rendered 
necessary." 

On  the  same  night  in  the  house 
of  commons,  viscount  Palmerston 

moved  for  leftvetoiatrodugplnano* 
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tber  bill  in  the  place  of  that  which 
they  had  ascertained  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  search  the 
lords'  journals^  had  not  passed  the 
house  of  lords.  The  grounds  of 
objection,  as  far  as  they  had  the 
means  of  judging,  against  the  for- 
mer bill  had  been  two.  It  was 
contended,  in  the  first  placc>  that 
the  proceeding  ought  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  a  recommendation  of 
the  crown  to  parliament^  that  dif- 
ficulty would  now  be  removed, 
because  in  answer  to  the  address 
of  the  house  of  lords,  there  would 
be  a  communication  from  thecrown 
conveying  its  intention  to  adopt 
the  measures  indicated  in  the  re- 
solution, and  the  proceedings  would 
thus  be  placed  upon  the  footing 
which  the  house  of  lords  consider, 
ed  they  ought  to  stand  upon.  The 
other  exception  taken  was,  that  in 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,  the  two 
houses  were  called  upon  to  pro- 
nounce a  judgment  upon  the  dif- 
ference which  had  arisen  between 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  where- 
as it  was  highly  irregular  to  bring 
in  the  parliament  as  it  were  to 
espouse  the  opinion  of  the  crown, 
and  make  itself  answerable  for  a 
measure  that  exclusively  devolved 
upon  her  niajesty*s  responsible  ad- 
visers. In  order  to  obviate  this 
objection  the  preamble  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  would  be  entirely  parlia- 
jnentaryj  and  merely  recite  the 
expediency  of  giving  certain 
powers  to  the  crown  and  some 
courts  of  law,  without  entering 
into  any  question  pending  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  principal  grounds,  said  lord 
Palmerston,  of  the  measure  before 
them,  were  the  solemn  and  strin- 
gent engagements  which  Portugal 
had  repeatedly  contracted  to  co- 
operate in  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade^stipulationsy  which  it  ought 


to  be  remembered,  were  not  con- 
ceded gratuitously  on  her  part 
We  had  made  pecuniary  sacrifices ; 
and,  besides  the  sum  of  300,0(XU. 
assigned  as  compensation.money  to 
Portuguese  owners  for  the  loss  of 
their  ships,  we  had  paid  to  Por- 
tugal, on  her  own  admission,  as  a 
nation^  the  price  of  450^000/.  for 
consenting  to  terminate  the  com- 
merce in  question.  Instead,  how- 
ever, of  making  good  these  promises, 
she  had  violated  them,  he  would 
venture  to  say,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  any  country  in  the  history  of 
the  civilized  world  could  be  found 
ever  to  have  broken  through  the 
solemn  engagements  of  treaties. 
Far  from  suppressing,  she  encou- 
raged that  miserable  trade^  and  not 
only  did  she  connive  at  its  con. 
tinuance  by  her  own  officers^  but 
the  authorities  actually  encouraged 
and  made  money  by  it,  and  the 
fortunes  accumulated  by  this  very 
traffic  had  been  the  means  of  cre- 
ating an  influence  of  a  political 
character  at  Lisbon*  which  swayed 
and  overruled  the  government  of 
the  country.  The  flag  of  Portugal 
had  been  prostituted  to  the  uses  of 
every  slave-trader  that  crossed  the 
ocean^  and  covered  the  transport- 
ation of  no  less  than  100,000 
Africans  from  one  side  of  the  At- 
lantic to  a  state  of  slavery  in  Cuba 
and  the  Brazils  on  the  other. 

The  several  governments  of  Por- 
tugal had  descended  to  pretexts  the 
most  frivolous,  and  allegations  the 
most  destitute  of  truth,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  termination  of  the  ques- 
tion. '^  At  one  time/'  said  the 
noble  viscount,  *^we  say»  make 
slave-trade  piracy."  '*No/'  they 
reply.  *^we  cannot,  because  it 
would  be  repugnant  to  our  custom 
and  feelings  to  put  a  slave-trader 
to  death."  We  say,  "We  don't 
«sk  you  to  niak§  it  9  capital  QfieQcei 
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but  to  subject  it  to  a  severe  secon- 
dary punishment."  Still  they  re- 
fuse. *'Call  it,  then,  a  piratical 
offence."  **  No,  that  is  an  offensive 
term."  We  propose  to  extend  the 
right  of  search  by  treaty.  They 
would  limit  the  treaty  in  point  of 
time,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  re- 
establishing the  trade  on  its  cxpi. 
ration.  We  propose  to  continue 
the  mixed  commission.  "  No,"  say 
they,  **  why  retain  it  with  us,  when 
you  have  discontinued  it  with 
France  ?"  But  France  is  no  longer 
engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  We 
ask  them  to  consent  that  captured 
negroes  should  be  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  mixed  com- 
mission, in  order  that  they  should 
not,  under  the  pretence  of  being 
made  free,  be  converted  into  slaves. 
Portugal  has  refused.  As  soon  as 
they  have  agreed  to  one  propo- 
sition, and  as  soon  as  we,  by  some 
modification,  have  got  rid  of  one 
objection,  they  have  never  failed 
to  start  another,  and  manifest,  in 
short,  a  plain  intention  to  take  no 
step  whatever  to  facilitate  the 
great  purpose  we  have  in  view. 
Then, continued  the  noble  viscount, 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  effect  it 
by  our  own  means.  Notices  they 
had  had  in  abundance ;  it  would 
be  a  mockery  to  give  them  more. 

Although,  however,  the  Portu- 
guese administration  had  forfeited 
by  their  conduct  their  title  to  the 
esteem  of  all  mankind,  he  could 
not  believe  so  ill  of  them  as  to 
attribute  it  to  any  real  disincli- 
nation to  put  an  end  to  the  trade ; 
they  were  controlled  by  a  domestic 
power  stronger  than  themselves, 
and  the  nation  at  large  took  no 
share  in  it ,-  and  the  line  adopted 
by  the  British  government  would 
probfibly  not  be  unacceptable  to 
some  of  those  persons,  who  might 

app^r  to  be  obstiufitQ  in  resisting 


our  proposals.  For  Portugal,  in 
truth,  had  no  interest  in  this  com- 
merce ;  no  colonies  to  be  cultivated. 
She  was  an  exporting,  not  an  im- 
porting country,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ships  that  used  her  flag 
were  the  property  of  Spaniards 
and  rapacious  pirates  of  all  nations, 
in  whom  Portugal,  as  a  nation, 
had  no  more  interest  than  our« 
selves. 

The  noble  lord  then  proceeded 
to  state  the  nature  of  the  clauses 
in  the  bill,  and  observed  that  al- 
though the  crown  might  undoubt- 
edly, by  its  prerogative,  take  mea- 
sures which  would  effectually  put 
down  Portuguese  slavers,  there 
would  still  be  two  inconveniences 
which  would  demand  a  remedy. 
For  the  officers  acting  under  its 
orders  would  be  exposed  to  harass- 
ing suits  in  the  courts  of  law  in 
London;  and  though  we  might 
capture  ships  and  deal  with  them 
accordingly,  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  this  country  to  dispose  of  ves- 
sels, which  were  the  prima  facie 
property  of  subjects  of  other  states, 
without  having  proved  before  some 
court  of  record  the  grounds  of  such 
proceedings.  An  act  was  then  re- 
quired to  defme  what  constituted  a 
slave-trader.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  the  slaves  to  be  on  board;  a 
ship  being  equipped  in  a  certain 
manner  was  an  infallible  proof  that 
she  was  engaged  in  the  slave-trade ; 
but  the  courts  of  admiralty  could 
not  condemn  a  ship  on  that  ground 
without  an  act  of  parliament.  It 
was  also  requisite  to  enable  the 
crown,  by  the  same  proceedingi  to 
give  to  those  who  captured  slave- 
vessels  under  this  treaty  bounties 
similar  to  those  secured  by  conven- 
tions with  other  powers. 

These  provisions  would  suffice, 
said  lord  Palmerston^  to  put  down 
the  commerce  earned  on  by  the 
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Portuguese  flag^  and  a  great  point 
would  then  be  accomplisbcd*  After, 
indeed,  that  they  had  united  all 
the  flags  in  Christendom  to  put 
down  this  horrid  traffic,  the  slavers 
might  repudiate  all  flags,  and  divest 
themselves  of  every  document^ 
which  might  enable  the  captor  to 
identify  them  with  any  particular 
nation.  That  would  be  the  last 
refuge  of  despairing  crime.  He 
would  propose  a  clause,  by  which 
a  ship  taken  under  those  circum- 
stances should  be  dealt  with  as  if 
she  were  an  English  slave-trader, 
unless  it  appeared,  in  the  course  of 
trial,  that  she  did  belong  to  some 
particular  state,  in  which  event, 
the  case  would  not  be  adjudicated 
by  the  court  of  admiralty,  but  dealt 
with  as  if  at  the  outset  she  had 
been  of  the  nation  to  which  she 
was  ultimately  shown  to  belong. 

When  the  nations  of  Europe, 
continued  the  noble  viscount,  were 
once  united  in  giving  a  mutual 
right  of  search,  or  the  power  of 
condemning  by  a  mixed  commis- 
sion, there  would  no  longer  remain 
any  defence  for  carrying  on  the 
slave-trade  under  any  European 
flag;  and  he  went  on  to  remind 
the  house,  that  he  had  already  con-* 
eluded  treaties  with  Chili,  Grenada, 
and  Venezuela,  and  stated  that 
intelligence  had  arrived  of  a  treaty 
lately  made  with  Buenos  Ayres. 
He  had  not  yet  procured  from 
AJexico  a  treaty  of  execution :  she 
had,  however,  stipulated  to  co- 
operate with  us  for  the  suppression 
of  the  traffic.  And  though  the 
United  States  might,  perhaps,  still 
feel  some  little  jealousy  as  to  the 
right  of  search,  (which,  in  their 
understanding,  meant  something 
differing  widely  from  our  impres- 
sion,) the  advances  already  made 
led  him  still  to  expect  the  cordial 
co*operation  of  that  government  in 


an  undertaking  which  would  put 
an  end  to  misery  which  no  imagi- 
nation could  conceive,  an  enormity 
of  human  crime  that  no  tongue 
could  adequately  describe* 

After  some  observations  from 
Dr.  Lushington,  sir  R.  Inglis,  and 
captain  Pechell,  leave  was  given, 
and  the  bill  was  brought  in  and 
read  a  first  time.  The  next  evening 
it  was  read  a  second  time,  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the  re- 
port was  received. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  allter 
having  requested  that  the  address 
of  the  house  of  lords  on  the  slave 
trade,  together  with  her  majesty's 
gracious  answer,  should  be  read, 
lord  Melbourne  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  slave-trade  suppres- 
sion bill.  After  explaining  briefly 
the  principal  provisions  of  the  sub- 
stituted measure,  the  noble  viscount 
stated,  in  a  perspicuous  manner^ 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  Portugal,  and  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  in  compliance  with 
the  prayer  conveyed  in  the  address 
which  had  been  lately  carried,  her 
majesty  had  given  directions  to  her 
cruisers  to  take  the  most  efficacious 
steps  for  putting  down  the  traffic. 
The  present  bill,  therefore,  was 
necessary  in  order  to  fulfil  their 
lordships'  own  intentions  and  wish- 
es, as  expressed  in  their  petition  to 
the  crown  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  con- 
tinued to  the  bill  before  the  house 
the  opposition  which  he  had  ex* 
Libited  to  the  former  measure.  It 
was,  in  his  opinion,  liable  to  the 
same  objections ;  and  he  saw,  more- 
over, in  the  several  clauses  of  the 
present  enactment,  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  the  fhuners  of  the  bill 
had  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the 
treaties  which  were  now  in  force 

between  her  majeetj  imdi  nearly 
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all  the  powers  of  Europe  for  put- 
ting down  the  slave-trade.  The 
Aknt  clause  gave  power  to  any 
/  person^  no  matter  whom^  if  acting 
/  under  the  authority  of  the  lord 
(  high  admiral,  not  only  to  detain^ 
^  for  the  purpose  of  examining  pa- 
per8>  hut  to  seixe  and  capture  the 
vessels  of  any  nation  whatever 
supposed  to  he  connected  with  the 
slave-trade.  He  would  now  direct 
their  attention  to  the  treaty  with 
France^  which  was  suhstantially  the 
same  with  those  which  England 
had  contracted  with  Spain^  the 
Hanse  Towns^  Denmark^  Sardinia, 
Naples^  and  almost  all  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  in  order  to  show 
what  the  effect  of  it  would  be 
upon  the  provisions  of  that  impor- 
tant convention.  The  treaty  with 
France,  then,  put  a  limit  to  the 
time  when  and  the  place  where  the 
visitation  of  vessels  for  the  exami- 
nation of  papers  might  be  made; 
Tt  was,  in  the  next  place,  stipu- 
lated^ that  no  person  might  detain 
any  French  vessel  but  the  com- 
mander of- one  of  her  Majesty's 
ships  specially  provided  with  a 
special  authorization  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  he  was  required  to 
produce  at  the  moment  of  boarding; 
another  article  restricted  the  num- 
ber of  commanders  who  were  to 
have  the  right  of  search;  and  it 
was  further  provided,  that  the 
number  and  names  of  the  vessels 
employed  should  be  signified  to 
France,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
their  commanding  officers,  and  no 
one  beneath  the  rank  of  captain  or 
lieutenant  of  the  royal  navy  was 
qualified  to  visit.  All  these  par- 
ticulars, said  the  noble  duke,  had 
been  entirely  neglected  in  the  bill 
before  them.  He  would,  however, 
go  no  further  than  the  question  of 
visitation,  and  he  asked  their  lord- 
ships, whether  it  would  be  possible 


for  them  to  consent  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  first  clause  of  this  bill, 
when  they  took  into  consideration 
the  stipulations  of  our  treaty  with 
France  ? 

The  most  objectionable  clause  of 
the  whole,  howeverj  was  the  fourth^ 
which  permitted  any  vessel  to  be 
seized,  in  whose  equipment  any 
circumstances,  therein  enumerated, 
should  be  discovered.  Now,  in  all 
the  treaties  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  and  particularly  in  that 
with  France,  upon  which  the  rest 
were  founded,  provision  was  already 
made  with  regard  to  equipment; 
and,  looking  to  those  engagements, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fourth 
clause  could  never  be  carried  into 
effect  without  a  manifest  breach  of 
the  compact  into  which  we  had 
entered  with  other  nations.  It 
was  well  known  that  with  the 
United  States  we  had  no  conven- 
tion ;  there  were,  indeed,  engage- 
ments made  by  diplomatic  notes, 
but  nothing  went  to  show  the  least 
disposition  on  their  part  to  peimit 
the  right  of  detention  and  search 
for  papers;  and  if  there  was  oife" 
point  more  to  be  avoided  than 
another,  it  was  that  relating  to  the 
visitation  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  Union .  The  duke  of  Welling- 
ton %vamed  the  government  not  to 
proceed  with  this  measure,  but 
rather  to  issue  an  order  in  council, 
or  a  declaration  of  war,  or  even  to 
apply  to  parliament,  if  necessary, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  measures 
into  operation  under  the  treaties ; 
but,  in  every  case,  let  them  take 
care,  in  granting  this  power  of 
visitation,  to  place  it  within  such 
limits  as  would  leave  no  room  for 
her  majesty's  intentions  to  be  mis- 
construed by  other  nations.  The 
duke,  in  conclusion,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 
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Lord  Drougham  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  iiertinacity  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington  in  continuing 
to  oppose  this  measure^  the  diffi- 
culties^ however,  which  had  been 
stated  were  by  no  means  insu- 
perable. The  preamble,  for  in- 
stance, might  be  amended  by  a  very 
simple  alteration.  Her  majesty's 
cruisers,  it  appeared,  had  already 
been  commanded  to  repress  this 
traffic,  and  the  objection  of  the 
noble  duke  to  the  recital  would 
therefore  be  obviated  by  giving  the 
words  a  retrospective  instead  of  a 
prospective  form,  as  thus : — "And 
whereas  her  majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  issue  orders  to  her 
cruisers  to  capture  Portuguese  ves- 
sels," &c.  This  would  remove  the 
main  objection,  because  it  stated, 
that  the  crown  had  actually  given 
such  directions,  and  would  go  on 
to  call  upon  Parliament  to  take  the 
proper  measures  for  putting  them 
in  practice.  Ministers  would  then 
be  entitled  to  say,  '^  We  have  taken 
the  initiative  and  assume  the  whole 
responsibility,  and  we  now  call 
upon  you  to  redeem  the  promise 
made  in  the  address  sent  up  to  the 
crown."  It  might  be  said,  that 
the  preamble  contained  too  exten- 
sive a  sanction  of  the  power  of 
search,  but  the  noble  duke  had  not 
thought  of  limiting  this  right  in 
the  crown ;  on  the  contrary  he 
called  upon  the  crown  to  send 
down  a  message  to  convey  its 
wishes— a  proclamation  to  declare 
its  will— ["iVb,  wo."]  The  noble 
duke  did  certainly  say  so,  but  there 
really  were  some  noble  lords  who 
seemed  to  forget  everything  in 
their  extraordinary  zeal  against 
the  repression  of  the  slave-trade, 
or  at  least  against  the  present  mea- 
sure. 

It  was  an  error,  continued  the 
poble  lord^  to  suppose  that  this 


bill  would  sanction  any  proceed- 
ings contrary  to  treaty.  If  a  mea- 
sure had  become  law,  which  con- 
tained provisions  in  contravention 
of  articles  contained  in  treaties 
with  France  or  the  Hanse  Town, 
it  would  be  mere  waste-paper  as 
regarded  the  law  of  nations,  and 
could  do  no  more  than  regulate  the 
municipal  rights  of  this  country, 
and  were  any  matter  growing  out 
of  the  operations  of  such  an  act  to 
come  before  a  judge  who  decided 
by  international  jurisprudence,  in- 
stead of  looking  to  any  thing  in  the 
law  of  the  land  which  might  be 
contrary  to  the  treaty,  he  would 
consider  what  was  done  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  pronounce  ac- 
cordingly. No  treaty  could  be 
broken  by  mere  act  of  parliament, 
and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
noble  duke,  with  his  great  sagacity 
and  acuteness,  should  ground  an 
argument  upon  it. 

It  could  not  be  disguised  that  we 
were  peculiarly  situated  with  the 
United  States,  because  we  had  not 
effected  any  treaty  conferring  the 
right  of  searching  American  ves- 
sels. No  blame  in  the  least  was 
attached  to  ourselves  on  this  ac- 
count, and  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  United  States,  at 
the  very  earliest  hour  that  it  was 
enabled  to  do  so  by  the  federal 
union,  had  adopted  the  abolition 
of  the  slave-trade,  and  were  in 
fact  the  first  power  to  make  it 
piracy  for  any  one  of  its  subjects 
to  carry  it  on.  The  government 
in  the  United  States  was  not  so 
strong  as  a  monarchical  govern-^ 
ment  in  Europe,  nor  had  it  such 
direct  and  powerful  means  of  con- : 
trolling  its  subjects.  That  coun- 
try presented  the  most  extensive 
coasts,  and  there  were  many  inlets 
and  harbours  for  their  shipping 
into  which  they  could  getj  8Ji;D98t 
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without  the  knowledge  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  they  would  often  be  found  too 
strong  for  the  law,  and  a  thirst  of 
gold  would  often  induce  persons 
not  only  to  risk  their  fortunes  in 
this  trade,  but  to  stand  the  venture 
of  the  die,  for  incurring  the  deep- 
est temporal  loss,  as  well  as  the 
hazard  of  eternal  perdition.  The 
Americans,  however,  were  not 
without  responsibility.  They  did 
not  indeed  allow  the  use  of  their 
national  flag,  but  they  permitted 
their  building  yards  to  send  forth 
swarms  of  slavers  to  infest  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  of  ships,  at  any 
rate,  which  were  notoriously  in- 
tended for  that  employment.  It 
appeared  that  almost  all  the  slav- 
ing vessels  were  American  built, 
and  manned  by  Brazilian  or  Portu- 
guese sailors,  but  the  people  might 
not  after  all  be  answerable  for  the 
purposes  to  which  they  were  de- 
voted, not  more  so,  certainly,  than 
an  English  ship-builder  who  sold 
vessels  constructed  in  his  yards, 
which  were  afterwards  dispatched 
to  the  coast  of  Africa.  It  was, 
however,  a  very  difficult  question 
to  grapple  with,  and  he  sincerely 
wished  they  could  see  their  way. 
With  respect,  however,  to  the  first 
part  of  the  bill,  the  noble  lord, 
would  recommend  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  preamble  and  the 
next  enacting  clause,  be  postponed 
until  they  got  into  committee, 
when  such  alterations  might  be 
made  as  would  remove  some  of  the 
objections  of  the  noble  duke,  and 
he  wished  that  the  bill  might  be 
made,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
effective  for  the  great  purpose  in 
contemplation.  Mr.  Buxton,  he 
was  aware,  was  of  opinion  that  the 
legislature  had  begun  at  the  wrong 
end,  and  even  questioned  whether 
it  would  not  have  been  better  never 


to  have  passed  a  law  for  the  aboli« 
tion  of  the  traffic,  and  for  the  pre- 
sent, at  least,  to  say  no  more  on 
the  subject,  since  every  subsequent 
attempt  to  put  down  the  foreign 
slave-trade  had  only  tended  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  slaving  ves- 
sels, and  exacerbate  the  horrors  of 
the  middle  passage.  The  noble 
lord  admitted  the  objection,  but  he 
continued  to  think  that  if  they 
went  further  than  they  had 
hitherto  proceeded,  they  would 
put  down  the  slave-trade  alto- 
gether. Was  it  possible,  he  ex- 
claimed, that  any  one  could  think 
of  waiting  until  the  slave  holding 
States  of  North  and  South  Ame- 
rica were  sufficiently  instructed  to 
come  over  to  their  opinions,  on  the 
mere  speculation  that  these  people, 
perhaps  at  the  end  of  a  century, 
might  open  their  eyes  to  the  evils 
of  slavery  ? 

The  bishop  of  London,  who 
felt  bound  to  support  the  minis- 
terial measure,  observed,  that  lord 
Brougham  had  misapprehended  the 
views  of  those  who  concurred  in 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Buxton.  That 
gentleman  had  only  argued,  that 
the  efforts  for  suppressing  the  slave- 
trade  had  been  successful  only  in  a 
degree,  without  denying  that  those 
endeavours  had  been  productive  of 
the  most  important  effects  to  the 
cause  of  humanity.  One  of  their 
very  useful  suggestions  was,  that 
attempts  should  be  made  to  civilize 
the  African  chiefs,  so  as  to  con- 
vince them  that  it  would  be  more 
profitable  for  them  to  employ  the 
labour  of  their  subjects  or  prison- 
ers than  to  sell  them  to  slavery.  ' 

The  lord  Chancellor  stated,  that 
it  by  no  means  followed  that  be- 
cause the  enactments  directed  search 
to  be  made  where  it  might  be  exer- 
cised|  it  would  therefore  be  used 
where  it  might  not  be  lawfully 
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enforced.  The  crown  was  equally 
bound  by  the  treaties  with  France 
and  other  nations  whatever  became 
of  the  bill,  but  a  bill  was  needed, 
because  the  mere  issue  of  orders  by 
her  msgesty  would  not  indemnify 
her  officers  from  the  consequences 
of  the  proceedings  taken  upon  the 
strength  of  them.  The  learned 
baron  really  thought  that  the  re- 
fusal to  pass  the  present  bill  after 
the  resolutions  had  been  agreed 
to,  was  conduct  quite  unintelli- 
gible. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  however, 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment, 
and  demanded  that  any  orders 
which  had  been  issued  to  her  ma- 
jesty's cruisers,  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house. 

The  earl  of  Minto  confessed  his 
astonishment  at  hearing  the  noble 
baron  make  a  proposal  which  had 
been  refused  by  every  cabinet  that 
had  governed  the  country,  and 
never  insisted  upon  by  the  house. 
Lord  Minto  further  observed^  that 
the  bill  contained  nothing  calcu- 
lated to  excite  the  slightest  jealousy 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
A  vesseli  as  lord  Brougham  had 
stated,  was  built  in  America  and 
chartered  at  Havannah.  From 
Havannah  she  went  to  the  coast 
of  Africa  with  an  American  cap- 
tain. There  she  took  in  a  cargo  of 
slaves,  and  came  away  with  a  Por- 
tuguese or  American  ilag.  In  five 
or  six  instances,  ships  of  this  sort 
had  been  stopped;  but  how  had 
the  Americans  treated  the  capture 
of  those  vessels  ?  The  parties  were 
taken  to  Boston,  and  the  autho- 
ritics,  after  declaring  the  slave- 
trade  to  be  a  piracy  not  to  be  tole- 
rated in  any  christian  country,  re- 
quested our  men  to  remain  and 
give  their  evidence  for  the  convic- 
tion of  their  delinquent  subjects. 
So  little  was  the  danger  of  collision 


with  the  United  States.  Lord  / 
IVIinto  then  gave  a  brief  explana-  / 
tion  of  the  several  clauses  of  the 
bill,  and,  stated,  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  the  earl  of  Galloway^ 
that  when  the  bill  went  into  com-i 
mittee  the  recital  would  run  — 
'^That  her  majesty  bad  thought 
fit."  Lord  Denman  and  lord  Col- 
ville  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  the  earl  of  Wicklow 
gave  his  support  to  the  amend- 
ment. The  second  reading  was 
eventually  carried  by  a  majority 
of  11;  there  being  39  contents 
and  of  not-contenta  28. 

The  duke  of  Wellington,  how- 
ever, entered  an  elaborate  protest 
against  the  second  reading,  which 
was  signed  by  lord  Lyndhurst  and 
several  other  iioblemen.  On  the 
next  evening  of  the  16th  of  Aug., 
when  the  bUl  was  in  committee, 
lord  Lyndhurst  moved  en  amend* 
ment  with  the  intention  of  con- 
fining the  operation  of  the  bill  to 
Portuguese  vessels,  and  pirftticnl 
vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade, 
by  omitting,  in  the  seeond  eUuse, 
the  words,  ''  That  in  case  her  ma^ 
jesty  should  please  to  isiue  oxden  to 
her  cruisers  to  capture  Povtugaeie 
vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade, 
or  vessels  of  any  state  whatever  en- 
gaged in  the  slave-trade,  not  hav. 
ing  on  board,  or  the  masten  where* 
of  should  neglect  to  produee  on 
demand,  papers  showing  to  the 
subjects  of  what  state  mai  vcnelfl 
belong :"  and  placing  in  their  mom 
the  words,  "  That  m  caie  her  mm* 
jesty  should  please  to  isaae  ordera 
to  her  cruisers  to  capture  Pertii* 
guese  vessels  engaged  in  the  dav^ 
trade,  or  any  other  veswls  engaged 
in  the  slave-trade,  and  not  juitlj 
entitled  to  claim  the  proteeUoa  df 
any  flag." 

Lord  Wicklow  stated,  that  the 
great  objection  to  the  bSl  wae  not 
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that  it  gave  any  right  of  search 
which  did  not  already  exist,  but 
that  a  parliamentary  sanction  was 
apparently  afforded  by  it^  to  a 
practice  which  the  crown  ought 
to  exercise  on  its  own  responjsi- 
faility. 

Lord  Brougham  mentioned  some 
objections  to  the  alterations  pro- 
posed^ but  lord  Lyndhurst  per- 
sisted in  his  amendment,  and  the 
clauses  of  the  bill  were  finally 
amended  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  without  dis- 
cussion ;  on  the  question,  however^ 
that  the  bill  do  pass^  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  who  had  put  in  an^ 
other  protest  against  the  third 
reading,  stated,  that  he  still  re- 
tained all  the  objections  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  which  he  had 
entertained  at  each  of  its  previous 
stages.  The  measure  still  exhi- 
bited its  criminal  character.  It 
was  a  breach  of  the  law  of  na^ 
tions— a  violation  of  international 
treaties — and  would  go  much  fur- 
ther to  encourage  than  to  prevent 
the  traffic  against  which  its  enact- 
ments were  directed. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and 
on  the  20th  of  August,  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to  in  the  house 
of  commons^  on  the  motion  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

On  the  23rd  of  June,  the  mar- 
quess of  Londonderry  rose  to  put 
gome  questions  wi^th  regard  to  the 
papers  which  had  just  been  laid 
upon  the  table  relating  to  the 
affiurs  of  Spain,  and  the  communi*- 
cationa  which,  it  appeared,  had 
been  entertained  between  her  ma- 
jesty's ministers  and  the  three  great 
powers,  with  the  purpose  of  pro* 
curing  the  mitigation  of  the  atro- 
cious manner  in  which  the  war 
was  conducted,  or  even  the  eventual 
termination  of  hostilities.     These 


overtures,  it  seemed,  had  issued  in 
no  practical  result ;  and  the  noUe 
marquess  desired  to  know  the  reason 
of  their  failure.  When  a  general 
measure  consonant  with  humanity 
was  proposed,  there  could  not  be 
any  grounds  for  concluding  that 
the  quadruple  treaty  placed  Great 
Britain  in  a  position  different  from 
that  of  the  other  powers;  and 
now,  that  both  parties  in  Spain 
were  so  evenly  balancedi  and  all 
men  were  agreed  upon  the  wisdom 
of  bringing  the  war  to  an  end,  he 
could  not  really  see  why  the  great 
powers  should  not  succeed  in  e&ct- 
ingan  arrangement. 

The  strictures  of  the  noble  mar- 
quess had  the  effect  of  eliciting  an 
able  speech  from  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon. The  noble  earl  began  by 
observing,  that  as  it  was  apparent 
by  the  papers,  which  had  lain  aom^ 
weeks  before  the  house  without 
attracting  the  attention  of  lord 
Londonderry,  that  the  object  of  the 
British  government  in  alleviating 
the  horrors  of  the  civil  wars  had 
been  fully  achieved,  it  was  just 
possible  that  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  marquess 
proceeded  less  from  any  compas* 
sionate  horror  at  the  excesses  which 
afflicted  a  portion  of  the  peninsula, 
than  from  the  apprehensions  that, 
unless  the  mediation  which  be 
was  so  anxious  to  bring  about 
were  to  be  much  deferred,  it  might 
arrive  too  late  for  the  interest 
which  he  had  so  long  protected. 
He  might  hope,  perlwips,  ta  cast 
his  shield  around  a  cause,  which, 
from  the  pressure  of  external  c}r- 
cumstances,and  the  disunion  among 
the  Carlists,  and  the  recent  conduct 
of  Maroto,  was  on  the  point  of 
falling  to  pieces,  by  endeavouring 
to  place  his  protege  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  queen  of  Spain, 
and  invoking  the  intervention  of 
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Europe,  as  if  the  belligerent  par- 
ties were  on  terms  of  equality. 

Lord  Clarendon  then  went  on 
to  explain^  by  referring  to  the 
papers  on  the  table,  that,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  the 
Spanish  government,  the  British 
administration  had  addressed  itself 
to  the  three  northern  courts,  in 
order  to  procure  their  intervention 
with  Don  Carlos  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  atrocities  committed  by  his 
generals,  which  made  retaliation 
on  the  part  of  the  queen's  officers 
a  matter  of  melancholy  necessity. 
The  courts  of  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia  responded  to  the  invitation 
thus  made  in  a  manner  which  did 
them  infinite  honour,  and  count 
Nesselrode,  going  still  further,  sug- 
gested in  his  despatch  to  count 
Pozzo  di  Borgo  and  his  note  to 
lord  Clanricarde,  that  some  mea« 
sures  should  be  taken  for  termi- 
nating the  war.  The  noble  vis- 
count at  the  head  of  the  foreign 
department  was  most  anxious  to 
avail  himself  of  the  indication  of 
the  Russian  minister,  but  it  was 
necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
ascertain  upon  what  basis  Russia 
and  the  other  powers  would  join 
with  England  and  France  in  any 
negotiations,  since  it  was  clear  that 
tlie  two  last-mentioned  nations, 
who  had  recognized  the  queen  of 
Spain  and  were  parties  to  the 
quadruple  treaty,  could  not  recede 
from  the  solemn  engagements 
M'hich  that  convention  imposed 
upon  them.  The  noble  mar- 
quess himself  could  not  have 
admitted  Don  Carlos  to  treat  upon 
equal  terms  with  the  queen,  nor 
could  he  consider  the  government 
of  England  to  be  in  the  same 
position  with  that  of  Russia,  which 
had  acknowledged  neither  one 
party  nor  the  other;  and  when^ 
in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the 


foreign  secretary,  count  Nesselrode 
replied,  that,  for  his  part,  he  had 
no  suggestions  to  make,  the  noble 
marquess  himself  must  be  too  well 
aware  of  the  value  of  a  treaty  to 
have  acted  otherwise,  had  he  been 
in  the  place  of  lord  Palmerston,  or 
to  take  any  further  steps  in  the 
matter,  llie  noble  marquess  mighty 
perhaps,  be  aware  of  the  existence 
of  a  protocol  agreed  to  by  the 
principal  powers  of  Europe,  and 
signed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  1815, 
by  which  it  was  specifically  agreed, 
that  if,  in  future,  the  interference 
of  these  powers  should  become 
desirable  for  the  arrangement  of  the 
internal  affairs  of  any  other  nation, 
such  interference  should  never  take 
place  except  at  the  express  desire 
of  that  nation,  whose  representative 
should  always  assist  at  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  congress  which  might 
assemble  for  the  purpose.  How, 
then,  exclaimed  lord  Clarendon, 
could  such  a  congress  have  been 
assembled,  unasked  for  by  Spain, 
and  what  Spanish  representative 
could  have  attended  such  a  con- 
vention ?  England  and  France,  it 
was  clear,  could  not  have  sanctioned 
any  one  but  a  plenipotentiary  on 
the  part  of  the  queen,  without 
admitting  the  claims  of  the  pre- 
tender to  be  represented  at  the 
meeting.  But  would  the  northern 
powers  have  acquiesced  in  this, 
who  had  not  acknowledged  queen 
Isabella ;  and  would  they  have  any 
right  to  insist  upon  the  presence 
of  an  agent  of  Don  Carlos,  when 
they  did  not  recognise  either? 
Whereas,  if  they  were  to  allow  the 
pretensions  of  the  queen  to  be  made 
the  basis  of  their  negotiations,  the 
congress  would  be  no  longer  neces- 
sary, for  were  the  northern  powers 
to  withdraw  their  aid  from  Don 
Carlos,  the  civil  war  would  soon 
be  concluded. 
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The  case  of  Belgium  was  not  one 
in  pointy  because  all  the  powers  had 
agreed  upon  the  recognition  of 
that  kingdom^  and  this  alone  ren- 
dered their  co-operation  possible. 
The  only  effect,  after  all^  of  such 
an  interference  would^  perhaps, 
have  been,  to  unite  all  parties  in 
Spain  in  defence  of  their  menaced 
nationality.  True  it  was,  if  the 
noble  marquess  really  contemplated 
such  a  proceeding,  that  the  com- 
bined armies  of  Europe  might  erect 
whatever  system  in  Spain  the  con- 
gress thought  fit  to  decree :  but  in 
the  improbable  event  of  such  a 
scheme  being  put  in  practice,  who 
could  imagine  that  the  government 
established  by  them  would  have 
endured  one  moment  after  the  last 
foreign  soldier  had  crossed  the 
frontier?  The  noble  marquess 
might  rest  assured,  upon  the  expe- 
rience of  lord  Clarendon,  that  the 
unsolicited  intervention  of  foreign- 
ers in  the  political  institutions  of 
Spaniards  would  always  prove  a 
miserable  failure^  and  most  deser- 
vedly so. 

Complaints  had  been  made  that 
the  Eliot  convention  had  not  been 
extended  to  the  whole  of  Spain. 
It  was  quite  impossible;  and  those 
who  talked  like  the  noble  marquess 
were  really  not  aware  of  the  facts. 
At  all  times  of  political  disturbance 
in  that  country,  said  lord  Claren- 
don, there  never  were  wanting 
bands  of  malefactors,  who  started 
up  in  every  quarter,  and  raised  the 
standard  of  revolt  in  their  own 
particular  district,  for  the  mere 
purposes  of  crime,  and  to  have  made 
the  Eliot  treaty  applicable  to  such 
men  would  have  at  once  more  than 
quadrupled  their  numbers,  by  offer- 
ing beforehand  impunity  for  their 
offences.  It  would  have  led  to 
every  class  of  bad  consequences, 
and  never  could  have  been  carried 
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into  effect  but  in  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces, where  two  armies  were  in 
presence  of  each  other,  and  depots 
of  prisoners  and  a  regular  cartel 
for  their  exchange  could  be  esta- 
blished. With  regard  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  queen's  generals  in 
this  particular,  the  noble  earl  de- 
clared upon  his  honour,  that  he 
had  ever  found  all  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  in  official  relation, 
animated  by  the  most  creditable 
feelings^  and  most  desirous  to  have 
the  war  carried  on  with  humanity. 
It  was  very  hard  to  confound  such 
men,  and  their  intentions  and  acts, 
with  the  hordes  of  banditti  who 
sprung  up  on  all  sides,  and  received 
authority  from  Don  Carlos,  in 
order  to  carry  pillage  and  devas- 
tation among  the  queen's  loyal 
subjects ;  conduct  which,  after  all, 
was  only  natural,  for  these  persons 
come  from  the  dregs  of  the  people, 
and  were  dependent  for  existence 
and  power  upon  their  atrocities. 
It  was  shameful  to  confound  such 
miscreants  with  men  of  humanity 
and  enlightenment,  and  the  out- 
rage was  deeply  felt  by  them. 

The  noble  earl  then  begged  the 
house  to  remember,  with  regard  to 
the  statements  made  of  Don  Carlos' 
force,  that  the  whole  of  Gallicia," 
the  Asturias,  Leon,  Estremadura, 
Upper  Arragon,  and  the  two  Cas- 
tiles  were  as  tranquil  as  they  ever 
had  been  at  any  period  of  Spanish 
history.  The  civil  war  existed 
only  where  it  had  been  so  long 
confined — in  the  Basque  provinces, 
in  a  portion  of  Lower  Arragon  and 
Valencia,  and  in  a  small  district 
of  Catalonia,  the  whole  of  which 
was  mountainous  and  most  difficult 
of  access.  What,  then,  was  to  be 
thought  of  the  assertion  of  his 
increasing  power  .^  and  whether 
was  it  better,  or  more  politic  for 
any  practical  olyect.  to  place  Don 
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Carlos  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  queen  ?  In  those  parts  of  the 
country  the  war  might  still  con- 
tinue to  be  maintained  for  some 
time^  and  so  long  as  it  lasted  the 
government  would  be  feeble,  and 
the  whole  nation  would  suffer  for 
the  affliction  of  a  portion ;  but  the 
end  could  not  be  doubtful,  and  no 
account  could  be  given  why  peace 
had  not  already  been  restored,  but 
that  the  Spaniards  continued  to 
make  war  in  the  same  manner  in 
wliich  they  used  to  do — the  man- 
ner which  must  be  familiar  to  all 
through  the  despatches  of  the 
noble  duke  opposite,  which  had, 
were  that  possible,  placed  the  fame 
of  the  noble  duke  upon  a  basis 
more  imperishable  than  that  where- 
on it  stood  before. 

There  was  no  greater  error,  said 
lord  Clarendon,  than  to  suppose 
that  the  Spaniards  were  unfit  for 
freedom,  or  adverse  to  a  liberal 
form  of  government;  their  own 
municipal  institutions  were  the 
freest  and  most  popular  in  the 
world ;  they  existed  when  the  feu- 
dal system  obtained  throughout 
the  rest  of  Europe,  and  were  such 
as  rendered  men  the  most  fit  to  be 
entrusted  with  liberty.  Let  any 
one,  said  the  noble  earl,  compare 
the  barbarous  regimen  which  ex- 
isted under  Ferdinand  when  the 
priests  exercised  their  tyranny 
without  control — when  correspon- 
dence with  a  relation  exiled  for 
his  political  opinions  was  punisha- 
ble with  death— when  every  do- 
mestic tie  was  loosened  by  the 
vilest  espionage — when  knowledge 
was  criminal,  and  universities  were 
closed,  and  collegesfor  buU-fighters 
opened;  let  any  one  place  that 
system  against  the  one  which  now 
prevailed,  and  he  would  find  that 
the  latter,  imperfect  as  it  was  in 
many  points,  had  produced  popukr 


representation,  Iree  diflcmnoiiy  and 
a  free  press.  It  had  produced  what 
was  before  impossible-— -publle  opi- 
nion— and  that  had  in  a  great  mea- 
sure corrected  the  corruption  that 
was  universal  under  the  rule  of 
Ferdinand.  And  what  was  the 
consequence?  life  and  property 
(except  in  the  districts  sumring 
from  the  civil  war)  were  more  se- 
cure— the  revenues  of  Spain  were 
more  than  one  half  greater  than 
they  had  been  ever  known  to  be 
before ;  an  enormous  class  of  pro- 
prietors had  been  created  by  the 
sale  of  the  national  property,  capi- 
tal flowed  into  more  useful  cluui- 
nels— education  and  agriculture 
were  making  rapid  advanoea-i-and, 
notwithstanding  the  calamitiea  of 
war,  Spain  was  at  that  moment 
laying  a  foundation  for  futura 
prosperity  incalculably  more  aolid 
than  at  the  time,  when  for  her 
misibrtune>  she  disoorered  Ameri* 
ea,  and  lost  all  stimulus  to  lahii- 
quent  exertion. 

Viscount  Melbourne  made  aooM 
observations  very  much  to  the 
same  efiect.  The  duke  of  WeL 
lington  contended,  that  if  bet  ma* 
jesty's  government  had  avunied 
the  position  in  which  she  really 
stood  by  the  quadruple  treatj,  that 
of  a  power  that  had  acknowledged 
the  right  of  the  queen  of  SpaJn, 
and  was  bound  by  a  certain  tttaty 
to  give  specified  afldstanedj  and 
giving  that  assistance,  bdt  tl  tba 
same  time  doing  no  more,  aoA  flh 
maining  strictly  neutral  in  dft  tttH^ 
ters  for  carrying  on  the  1IW«  tt^ 
cept  under  the  drcumstanoea  ijpe* 
cified  by  the  treaty,  her  majMj^s 
government,  as  he  bad  aU  along 
maintained,  must  have  bid  inflow 
ence  enough  to  put  sn  end  fo  the 
system  of  warmre  which  bad  ad 
long  shocked  idl  mankind*  The 
noUe  duke  further  dbseBfiad  that 
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latA  Clarendon  had  misapprehend- 
ed the  relation  in  which  this  coun- 
ity  stood  to  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  in  consequence  of  the 
quadruple  convention.  It  was  said 
that  we  could  not  enter  into  treaty 
With  them  because  we  were  par<« 
ties  to  that  compact*  This^  how- 
eter^  was  a  misstatement.  The 
reason  wasj  that  England  had  made 
hetfidf  a  belligerent  party,  while 
the  northern  powers^  although  they 
might  be  disposed  to  acknowledge 
the  queen»  were  neutral  in  the 
contest.  If  England  had  confined 
herself  to  the  quadruple  treaty  she 
might  have  entered  into  oonferen-* 
ees  with  the  other  courts  for  the 
pacification  of  Spain.  He  did  not 
call  upon  them  to  break  the  alli- 
ance-^^on  the  contrary^  they  ought 
to  walk  in  it  to  the  very  letter, 
but  he  had  never  ceased  to  incuU 
cate  upon  them  that  they  ought 
not  to  put  themselves  into  the  po^ 
sition  of  belligerents — 6till  less 
belligerents  carrying  on  a  little 
war.  After  a  few  words  from 
lord  Brougham  the  subject 
dropped. 

On  the  I9th  of  March  viscount 
Sandon  brought  forward  the  mo- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
for  the  production  of  papers  be- 
tween certain  merchants  in  con- 
nexion with  the  trade  of  Mexico 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  her  majesty's  government 
whether  abroad  or  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  foreign  office.  He 
should  not  have  thought  of  mixing 
up  a  subject  of  this  nature  with 
the  question  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  one  for  which  he  was  not 
fitted  by  peculiar  education,  had 
he  not  been  imperatively  called 
upon  to  bring  the  question  before 
the  house.  Before  entering  into 
the  case  he  would  allude  in  some 
degree  to  the    proceedings    both 


with  regard  to  Buenos  Ayres  and 
Mexico,  which  had  preceded  the 
blockade,  the  effect  of  which  all 
who  were  engaged  in  British  com* 
merce  had  such  reason  to  deplore. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  not  the 
business  of  that  house  to  enter  in« 
to  the  policy  of  a  foreign  country 
except  as  it  regarded  the  interests 
of  this.  In  respect  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  a  long  period  of  time 
France  had  shown  a  desire  to  pos- 
sess considerable  influence  in  the 
River  Plata,  which  was  evinced 
not  only  in  the  state  papers  pub- 
lished in  1820  and  1^21,  but  also 
in  the  communications  on  the  sub« 
ject  with  M.  Chateaubriand.  In 
the  latter  year,  under  the  adminis-- 
tration  of  that  minister,  the  French 
government  entered  into  negotia- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  establish^ 
ing  a  Bourbon  dynasty  in  that 
devoted  colony.  As  soon  as  this 
was  discovered,  Mr.  Canning  the 
then  minister  of  England  made  a 
communication  of  a  most  decided 
character,  enquiring  if  such  was 
the  intention  of  France,  to  which 
M.  Chateaubriand  gave  a  denial, 
but  subsequently  that  distinguished 
man  confessed  his  denial  was  not 
founded  on  fact,  and  that  his  in-* 
trigues  in  France  had  that  object. 
This  early  proceeding  gave  an  in-  . 
sight  into  the  notions  of  the  trans- 
actions which  France  had  been 
lately  carrying  on  in  Buenos  Ayres. 
It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that 
France  had  throughout  interfered 
in  the  internal  divisions  of  that 
state.  She  had  received  the  mi- 
nister who  had  been  driven  by  the 
acts  of  his  government  to  seek  re- 
fuge in  France,  where  he  remained 
for  a  considerable  time  with  other 
refugees,  and  with  them  had '  now 
returned  to  Buenos  Ayres  under 
the  protection  of  the  French  flag. 
The  ostensible  causes  of  the  differ- 
CS2] 
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ences  between  these  countries  were, 
on  the  part  of  France,  the  protec- 
tion of  some  of  her  subjects  who 
had  settled  within  the  district  of 
Buenos  Ayres  from  being  called 
on  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  the 
securing  for  them  the  right  of  re- 
tail trade.  France  also  sought  for 
indemnity  for  some  injuries  which 
particular  individuals  of  that  na- 
tion had  suffered.  But  greatly 
predominating  over  all  these,  was 
the  imposition  on  the  state  of 
Buenos  Ayres  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce similar  to  that  engaged  by 
Great  Britain.  With  regard  to  the 
individual  cases  alluded  to,  they 
appeared  exceedingly  trifling  and 
not  such  as  to  warrant  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  taken. 
One  man  had  entered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state  of  Buenos  Ayres^ 
had  betrayed  his  trust  and  was 
thrown  into  prison.  Another  case 
was  that  of  a  Frenchman,  suttler 
to  the  Buenos  Ayres  army,  who 
being  convicted  of  robbing  the 
mess  was  also  imprisoned.  He 
conceived  in  such  cases  the  French 
government  had  no  right  to  inter- 
i^re*  Neither  had  any  nation  a 
right  to  impose  on  another  country 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  make 
the  refusal  of  it  a  cause  of  war. 
After  a  great  deal  of  negotiation 
backwards  and  forwards,  the  French 
admiral  charged  with  the  treaty 
being  on  the  point  of  coming  to 
terms,  some  discontented  chiefs  of 
Buenos  Ayres  or  Monte  Video  had 
interposed  and  broken  off  the  ami- 
cable negotiation,  and  measures  of 
a  hostile  tendency  were  then  en- 
tered into.  It  was  a  remarkable 
circumstance  in  this  transaction 
that  France,  not  content  with  the 
simple  question  of  blockade,  had 
condescended  to  associate  her  flag 
with  that  of  individuals  actually 
in  rebellion  with  the  government, 


and  in  concert  with  them  had  iii 
one  moment  overturned  the  go- 
vernment at  Monte  Video  with 
which  she  was  at  peace,  and  had 
seized  the  island  of  Martin  Garcia 
in  the  river  Plata,  where  the 
French  flag  was  now  flying,  had 
sent  down  troops  and  workmen  to 
erect  fortifications  there^  and  from 
this  position  commanded  the  river 
Plata  and  its  whole  commerce. 
These  facts  justified  the  statements 
made  at  the  outset,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings in  South  America  were 
not  for  the  purposes  avowed  by 
the  French  government,  but  were 
a  continuation  of  the  plan  acted 
upon,  though  disavowed  by  it  in 
1821  to  set  possession  of  some 
portion  of  the  South  American 
States.  The  disputes  of  France 
with  Mexico  were  of  much  the 
same  nature  as  those  with  Buenos 
Ayres,  though  certainly  the  former 
had  given  them  greater  cause  fmr 
complaint.  France  as  weU  as  other 
nations  in  dealing  with  Mexico 
had  much  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  ; 
he  had  himself  had  on  sevend  occa- 
sions to  complain  on  the  part  of 
his  constituents  of  the  injustice  of 
the  Mexican  government.  It  had 
levied  forced  loans  without  distinc- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  other  na- 
tions justifying  the  proceeding  on 
the  plea  of  necessity.  In  fact  like 
other  half  civilized  states,  Mexico 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  afford 
adequate  protection  to  foreigners ; 
still  France  was  not  justified  in 
proceeding  to  such  extremities. 
Lord  Sandon  said  he  would  not 
enter  into  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  grounds  stated  by  France 
for  her  blockade  of  the  coasts  of 
Mexico,  but  it  could  not  be  denied 
that  the  French  government,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  real 
ground  of  dispute,  had  made  an 
attempt  to  extort  commercial  ad« 
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vantages^  under  pretext  of  redress* 
ing  individual  grievances. 

After  a  good  deal  of  negotiation 
on  this  subject,  a  blockade  of  the 
Mexican  ports  was  notified  by 
France  in  May  last>  and  was  made> 
in  the  first  instance,  with  a  force 
not  sufficient^  in  his  opinion^  to 
justify  her  Majesty's  government 
in  acknowledging  it  at  first;  af- 
terwards, a  rorce  competent  to  an 
effective  blockade  had  been  sent 
out  under  admiral  Baudin.  The 
question  he  would  raise  on  this 
part  of  the  case  was,  whether,  in 
the  first  instance.  Great  Britain 
was  called  upon  to  reco^ise  the 
blockade  with  such  breathless  haste 
as  it  had  done ;  and  next,  whether, 
considering  the  great  amount  of 
British  interests  at  stake,  the 
French  had  any  just  ground  for  a 
blockade;  and  whether,  at  first, 
their  force  was  sufficient  to  be 
effective.  The  noble  lord  observed, 
he  was  but  little  skilled  in  ques- 
tions of  international  law,  but  he 
had  looked  into  many  writers  of 
authority  on  these  subjects,  and 
notwithstanding  the  practice  which 
had  lately  been  resorted  to,  of 
blockading  on  slight  occasions,  and 
before  a  declaration  of  war,  he 
found  a  decided  opinion  that  a 
blockade  was  a  purely  belligerent 
right.  In  the  decisions  of  sir  Wil* 
liam  Scott,  he  found  blockade  had 
always  been  held  as  an  extreme 
right  of  war,  as  it  inflicted  so  much 
injury,  not  only  on  the  nation 
whose  ports  were  blockaded,  but 
also  on  the  interests  of  neutral 
powers. 

This  was  also  the  opinion  of 
Bynkershoek.  All  authoritative 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations  ad* 
mitted,  that  a  blockade  to  be  re- 
cognised must  be  effective  not  only 
for  one,  but  for  all  the  ports  de- 
clared to  be  blockaded.    In  1821, 


a  blockade  had  been  proclaimed  by 
the  Spanish  government,  of  the 
ports  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Ad- 
miral Rowley,  at  the  head  of  the 
naval  force,  addressed  a  remon* 
strance  to  the  Spanish  officer  in  com. 
mand,  of  the  blockade.  In  which  he 
protested  against  the  legality  of  the 
blockade,  and  declared  he  would  re- 
sist it.  That  legality,  he  asserted, 
depended  on  the  power  of  the  block- 
ading force,  to  prevent  any  vessel 
from  going  in  or  coming  out  of  the 
blockaded  ports  without  great  risk* 
Now  lord  Sandon  said,  he  wanted 
to  know,  whether  a  similar  course 
had  been  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mexico* 
The  language  of  sir  W.  Scott  on 
the  same  subject  was,  that  the 
besieging  force  must  be  applied  to 
all  the  ports.  It  was  very  doubts 
ful  whether  the  French  blockading 
force  could  extend  to  all  the  ports 
of  Mexico,  particularly  the  nor- 
thern. 

The  first  communication  to 
government  on  the  subject  was  the 
remonstrance  from  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool.  They  claimed  that 
protection  to  which  British  vessels 
were  entitled,  and  they  added  that 
a  short  time  before  the  date  of  their 
memorial  (in  June),  there  was  not 
a  British  ship  of  war  off  any  of  the 
ports  of  Mexico.  That  several 
vessels  richly  laden,  which  had 
sailed  from  our  shores  in  March, 
had  been  warned  off  the  coast,  and 
that  the  Americans,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  their  proximity,  were 
reaping  the  benefits  of  their  exclu- 
sion, by  supplying  Mexico  with 
articles  which  formerly  were  sup- 
plied by  us,  and  this  supply  was 
carried  on  by  a  contraband  trade 
with  the  smaller  Mexican  ports.  It 
might  be  expected  that  the  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs  would  at  least 
have  assured  the  merchants,  that  all 
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means  sbould  be  taken  to  protect 
British  commerce  with  Mexico, 
'which,  from  Liverpool  alone,  was 
worth  half  a  million  annually ;  but 
even  that  small  consolation  was 
not  afforded  them.  They  received 
an  answer  acknowledging  there* 
ceipt  of  their  memorial,  and  stating 
that  the  French  government,  in 
blockading  the  ports  of  Mexico, 
had  not  exceeded  any  of  those 
maritime  or  international  laws 
which  Great  Britain  had  often 
acted  upon  in  her  blockades.  That 
there  was  therefore  no  ground  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  mer- 
chants, or  any  right  of  interference 
with  France  by  this  government. 

la  the  month  of  August,  an  ap« 
plication  had  been  made  to  the  ad-i 
miralty  by  parties  connected  with 
the  Mexican  trade^  and  the  assist- 
ance  of  a  packet  was  sought,  to 
bring  specie  from  Mexico,  a  privi- 
lege which  had  been  granted  to 
American  merchants.  The  appli- 
cants were  told  by  the  secretary  to 
the  admiralty,  Uiat,  having  laid 
their  letter  desiring  further  protec- 
tion for  British  commerce  to 
Mexico,  before  their  lordships,  they 
had  directed  him  to  state,  they  saw 
no  ground  for  interfering  with  the 
French  blockade.  If  so,  then, 
why  had  a  British  force  been  sent 
there  since;  or  what  necessity 
existed  for  our  maintaining  a  force 
there  at  all?  His  friends,  how- 
ever, not  satisfied  with  the  answers 
they  had  received  from  government, 
had  again  pressed  the  subject  upon 
the  ministers,  and  complained  of 
the  privilege  of  carrying  out  specie, 
notwithstanding  the  blockade, 
being  enjoyed  by  the  American 
ships,  although  the  British  vessels 
were  deprived  of  it.  But  slow 
were  the  government  in  answering 
these  complaints ;  and  when  they 
did  8o>  they  appeared  to  take  th^ 


part  of  the  French  instead  of 
evincing  a  desire  to  protect  the 
British  interests. 

The  merchants  in  Liverpool  and 
London  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
assurances  they  received  from 
government  that  this  blockade  was 
effectual,  and  quoted  seveiml  in- 
stances to  the  contrary,  as  that  tlie 
port  of  Tampico  had  been  thirty 
or  forty  days  without  any  venel. 
To  this  they  received  for  answer, 
that  the  blockade  was  not  to  be 
considered  inefifectnal  because,  by 
stress  of  wind  and  weather,  vesseb 
had  been  prevented  from  occupy- 
ing certain  ports;  but  surely  it 
was  not  for  government  thus  to 
excuse  the  inefficiency  of  the 
blockade. 

There  was  also  another  point 
relative  to  the  port  of  Li^una ;  it 
S4>peared,  that  at  that  place  there 
was  not  a  single  ship  until  the  SOth 
of  May,  although  it  was  the  only 
port  for  the  important  artide  of 
Ic^wood.  Lord  Sandon  said,  that 
last  year  he  had  presented  apetitien 
from  his  own  constituents,  signed 
by  persons  of  all  parties,  coa^pkdn- 
ing  in  general  terms  of  the  wont 
of  protection  which  the  gawenr 
ment  had  extended  to  thai  bnndi 
of  commerce  ;  and,  in  his  ophnoD, 
they  were  justified  in  thenr  eom* 
plaint. 

He,  therefore,  felt  himself  en- 
titled to  call  upon  her  majesty's 
government  '^  for  copies  of  any  me- 
morials addressed  to  her  mt^jesty'a 
secretary  of  state  lor  fbrewn  a&nr^ 
by  British  merchants  tradii^  with 
Mexico  and  Buenos  AyreSy  prsy. 
ing  for  his  interfi^Knce  to  protect 
British  commerce  against  Ite^  dSwt 
of  blockades  establidked  in  the 
ports  of  those  conntdes  hp  the 
government  of  France^  tsnedier 
with  the  correspondence  trim  the 
said  merchants  admg  thentob'' 
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He  should  also  like  to  ascertmn  he  conceived  that  government  had 
the  amount  of  Briti^  force  present  only  performed  its  duty  in  caution- 
in  the  bay  of  Vera  Cruz,  at  the  ing  the  British  merchants  against 
lime  of  the  taking  of  the  castle  of  the  possibility  of  risk^  which  they 
St.  Juan  d'UUoa  by  the  French  might  have  incurred  in  sending 
squadron  under  admh*al  Baudin^  their  ships  from  this  country  to 
ind  at  the  taking  of  Vera  Cruz  by  South  America  in  ignorance  of  the 
the  satne  squadron.  He  also  de-  existence  of  a  blockade.  If,  on  the 
tited  to  know  the  tone  of  the  contrary,  ministers  had  adopted  the 
noble  secretary's  remonstrance  course  advised  by  the  noble  lord, 
tvith  the  French  government ;  and  had  said  to  the  British  mer- 
and  whether,  in  his  negotiations,  chants^  ''  Go  and  enter  the  ports 
he  had  maintained  the  same  British  with  vour  ships;"  they  would  not 
lone  as  he  had  exhibited  in  that  only  have  taken  upon  themselves, 
houle  on  the  subject.  but  would    have  put    upon  the 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  with  country  the  responsibility  of  going 
fegaid  to  the  greater  part  of  the  to  war  with  France,  in  support  of 
deonments,  he  offered  no  objection  the  claims  of  any  British  merchant 
to  their  jnroduction,  but  he  con-  whose  ship  might  have  been  taken 
aidered  It  would  not  be  consistent  Cfn  entering  the  port  of  Tampioo 
with  the  interests  of  the  public  when  in  a  state  of  blockade.  The 
sefvlee  to  produee  copies  of  the  position  of  France  and  Mexico* 
eommunications  pending  between  previous  to  the  imposition  of  the 
the  English  and  French  govern-  blockade,  was  such,  that  those  two 
ments  on  the  subject  alluded  to  by  parties  might  virtually  be  con- 
the  noble  lord.  He  concurred  in  sidered  in  a  state  of  war :  because 
the  principle,  that  the  act  of  France  having  announced,  that  if 
blockade  was  that  of  a  belligerent  certain  demands  made  by  her  were 
party,  and  also  that  in  order  to  be  not  acceded  to,  the  commander  of 
respected  it  ought  to  be  effective ;  her  naval  force  would  be  authorised, 
but  he  diffi^redfrom  the  noble  lord  by  his  instructions,  to  take  certain 
with  respect  to  the  application  of  steps  in  order  to  procure  the  redress 
his  principle :  and  in  reference  to  which  was  sought,  he  conceived 
the  '^blockades  mentioned  by  him,  when  compliance  with  those  de- 
government  had  not  acted  merely  mands  was  refused,  war  was  the 
on  its  own  responsibility,  but  had  necessary  consequence.  Therefore, 
consulted  the  law  advisers  of  the  blockade  was  not  a  measure  of 
erowtty  and  by  their  opinion  had  coercion  during  peace,  but  must  be 
been  guided.  looked  upon  as  a  step  taken  by  a 

By  notifying   to   British  mer-  party  in  a  state  of  war,  and  on  that 

chants  the  state  of  blockade  of  the  ground  the  blockade  was  legal  and 

ports  of  South  America,  govern-  justifiable. 

ment  had  not  sanctioned  that  With  regard  to  the  eflectiveness 
blockade ;  the  only  object,  and  the  of  the  blockade,  he  must  observe, 
only  effect  of  that  notification  was,  that  from  the  commencement  a 
to  warn  our  merchants  of  the  sufficient  force  had  been  main- 
danger  which  might  possibly  arise  tained  by  France  for  the  blockade 
from  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  of  the  Mexican  ports.  It  might 
break  the  blockade.  Such  was  the  be  true,  that  during  a  certain 
with  xegBxd,  to  Tampico^  and  period  Tampico  was  not  blockaded^ 
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but  he  put  it  again  to  the  hou8e> 
whether  government  would  have 
been  justified  in  advising  British 
merchants  to  send  their  property 
to  a  place^  which,  most  likely, 
would  be  in  a  state  of  blockade 
when  their  ships  arrived  there. 
It  was  true,  that  for  some  time 
past  the  Mexican  government  had 
given  the  English  government  fre- 
quent cause  to  complain  of  grievous 
injustice  committed  on  British 
subjects;  iand  therefore  it  would 
be  drawing  too  hasty  a  conclusion 
to  infer,  that  the  government  of 
France  might  not,  m  consequence 
of  the  complaints  of  the  subjects  of 
that  country  meeting  with  no 
attention,  have  felt  itself  justified 
in  bringing  such  a  state  of  things 
to  a  definite  termination.  The 
noble  lord  imagined,  that  the 
object  of  France  was  to  form  a  per- 
manent establishment  in  the  island 
of  Martin  Garcia ;  but  assurances 
of  the  most  formal  character  had 
been  given  that  France  did  not, 
and  never  had  intended,  to  retain 
any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
Buenos  Ayres  or  Mexico.  With 
respect  to  Buenos  Ayres,  the 
British  government  had  for  a  con- 
siderable time  been  endeavouring 
to  bring  about  some  accommoda- 
tion between  the  hostile  powers, 
which  constituted  an  additional 
reason  why  he  should  not  enter  into 
any  detailed  discussion  regarding 
these  parties.  When  the  dispute 
first  arose  between  France  and 
Mexico,  it  was  well  known  the 
English  government  offered  its 
mediation,  which  was  declined  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  French 
minister  in  Mexico.  That  media- 
tion was,  however,  subsequently 
admitted,  and  our  charged' affaires, 
Mr.  Ashburnham,  was  instructed  to 
effect  an  accommodation  between 
the  parties,  which  duty  bQ  din-. 


charged  with  considerable  success. 
The  charge  against  the  govern- 
ment of  having  no  ships  upon  the 
station  during  the  invasion  of 
Mexico  was  ill-founded,  for  the 
British  ships  had  watched  the  pro- 
gress of  the  blockade,  and  had 
received  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment, which  had  been  fully  carried 
into  effect.  In  September  they 
were  informed  that  a  large  French 
force  was  going  out  to  Mexico, 
and  that  it  was  probable  that  hos« 
tilities  would  be  commenced  against 
San  Juan  d*Ulloa,  and  that  in 
consequence  the  British  govern- 
ment had  sent  out  a  larger  naval 
force-*not  to  oblige  the  French  to 
abandon  hostilities,  for  that  would 
have  been  to  commence  war  be- 
tween France  and  England,  but  in 
order  to  give  a  greater  moral 
weight  to  the  negotiations  which 
were  carrying  on. 

With  regard  to  the  right  of 
blockade,  England  was  not  the 
power  which  ought  to  call  it  in 
question.  He  had  a  list  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  blockades 
established  by  England  during 
the  late  war. — \Jiear.  Sir  R» 
Peel :  **  Yes  in  a  time  of  war."] 
Certainly,  said  lord  Palmerston,  it 
was  during  the  war>  but  France 
and  Mexico  were  in  a  state  of  war, 
and  did  the  right  hou.  baronet 
think  that  England  had  never 
established  a  blockade  without  a 
formal  declaration  of  war  ? 

He  most  positively  denied,  that 
there  had  been  any  want  of  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  government 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country.  They  had  laboured  as- 
siduously to  put  an  end  to  a  contest 
between  other  powers  which  was 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  effect  an  accommoda- 
tion between  France  and  Mexico. 

The  ttobk  loid  had  faU«  thai 
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tbis  war  explained  the  falling  off 
which  he  stated  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  revenue  of  England, 
but  he  defied  him  to  prove  that 
position ;  and,  on  the  pointy  would 
refer  the  noble  lord  to  the  right 
hon.  baronet  the  member  for  Tam- 
worth,  who,  by  returns  which  he 
had  brought  forward  on  a  late 
occasion^  would  prove  to  his  satis- 
faction, that  in  1838,  the  year  of 
the  blockade,  the  commerce  of 
England  had  greatly  encreased> 
and  that,  in  truth,  it  had  not  been 
attended  with  any  injurious  effects 
on  the  revenues  of  this  country. 

Mr.  E.  Tennent  wished  to  move 
an  amendment  for  further  papers, 
illustrative  of  the  nature  of  French 
proceedings.  It  was  a  startling 
fact,  that  France,  within  the  last 
twelve  months  and  during  a  period 
of  profound  peace,  should  have 
possessed  herself^  by  blockade  or 
forcible  occupation^  of  upwards  of 
2000  miles  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
South  America,  including  the  en- 
tire Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  its  impor- 
tant sea-ports,  and  the  two  greatest 
navigable  rivers  in  the  universe, 
the  Amazon  and  La  Plata. 

Considering  the  whole  circum- 
stances of  the  recent  French  aggres- 
sions in  South  America,  not  in 
Mexico  only,  but  also  in  Buenos 
A3rre8  and  in  Brazil,  he  had  never 
yet  met  with  a  case  in  which  weak 
and  fraudulent  grounds  of  quarrel 
had  been  followed  up  with  such 
arrogance  and  want  of  faith.  The 
dispute  with  Mexico  sprung  origi<^ 
nally  out  of  the  positive  weakness 
of  that  young  and  disturbed  state, 
and  the  demand  for  reparation  had 
been  followed  up  by  France  with 
all  the  pertinacity  of  a  designing 
power,  conscious  of  its  own  over- 
whelming strength. 

The  original  demand  urged  by 
France  was  for  compensation  to 


French  subjects  for  injuries  alleged 
to  have  been  sustained  by  them 
during  an  insurrection  in  Mexico 
in  the  year  1828,  just  ten  years 
since;  and  although  the  amount 
originally  demanded  was  but 
122,590  dollars,  some  idea  might 
be  formed  of  the  base  principle  on 
which  the  indemnity  must  have 
been  estimated,  when  no  less  than 
74,000  dollars,  or  about  16,000/. 
sterling,  out  of  the  amount,  was 
awarded  to  one  French  bookseller, 
as  a  compensation  for  books  stated 
by  him  to  have  been  carried  off  by 
the  rioters.  Another  item  was  a 
sum  of  20,000  dollars,  or  about 
4,000/.,  to  a  pastrycook  for  sweet- 
meats devoured  by  the  soldiers 
during  the  tumult.  The  matter 
remained  unsettled  till  1836,  when 
the  baron  Deffandis  arrived  in  the 
Gulf  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France,  followed  by  a  formi- 
dable naval  force.  The  claim  then 
suddenly  expanded  from  120,000 
dollars  to  170,000;  and  during  the 
two  years  of  fruitless  negotiation 
which  ensued,  it  amounted  to  the 
immense  sum  of  600,000  dollars, 
by  the  admission  of  every  complain- 
ant who  chose  to  prefer  his  claims 
for  compensation  to  the  French 
authorities.  The  Mexican  govern- 
ment found  further  postponement 
to  be  impossible^  when  a  formidable 
French  force  was  anchored  in  their 
roadstead,  and  they  at  once  admit- 
ted the  principle  of  the  injuries 
alleged,  and  proposed  to  refer  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  a  com- 
mission formed  half  of  Mexican 
and  half  of  French  subjects.  This 
proposition  was  rejected  by  M. 
Deffandis.  The  Mexicans  then 
intreated  him  to  admit  the  inter- 
mediation of  any  disinterested 
power,  and  America  and  England 
were  each  understood  to  have 
offered  their  interference ;  but  even 
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this  proposal  was  oontumeliouslj 
rejected. 

M.  Deffandis  was  speedily  supers 
seded  by  admiral  Baudin^  with  a 
formidable  naval  force^  which 
arrived  from  Brest  in  October  last 
year ;  and,  after  a  few  preliminary 
forms  of  pretended  negotiation^ 
hostilities  commenced  by  the  bom- 
bardment and  capture  of  the  island- 
fortress  of  San  Juan  d'UUoa,  and 
the  subsequent  reduction  of  Vera 
Cruz;  ana,  to  this  hour^  France 
held  possession  of  the  entire  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  bay  of  Campea- 
chy,  with  the  sole  exception,  he 
believed,  of  Tampico,  which  being 
in  insurrection  against  the  Mexican 
government,  was  supposed  to  have 
some  sympathy  with  the  invaders. 
Not  one  package  of  goods  shipped 
from  this  country  to  Mexico  in  the 
year  1838  had  been  permitted  to 
be  landed  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
in  January  last,  at  the  period  when 
the  last  advices  left,  no  less  than 
^irty  British  vessels  were  hovering 
off  the  Golf,  with  English  goods 
on  board  to  the  value  of  750,000/. 
Mr.  £•  Tennent  said^  he  would  not 
have  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  these  details  on  Mexico, 
were  it  not  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  the  striking  similarity 
of  proceeding  with  which  France 
had  attacked  the  other  states  of 
South  America,  upon  equally  frivo« 
lous  grounds,  and  still  held  posses- 
sion of  their  territory  with  equal 
pertinacity.  Her  assault  upon 
Buenos  Ayres  cniginated  in  the 
most  unfounded  assumptions.  She 
demanded  satisfaction  from  the 
Argentine  Confederation  for  the 
alleged  false  imprisonment  of 
French  subjects,  and,  secondly,  for 
their  forciUe  enrolment  in  the  state 
militia.  It  was  demonstrated  to 
heK  in  reply>  that  not  one  single 


subject  of  France  was  enrolled  in 
the  forces  of  Buenos  A3rre8,  and 
that  two  only  were  incarcerated  in 
her  prisons:  one>  a  sutler  oil  a 
charge  of  robbery;  the  other  a 
soldier  condemned  for  assassination. 
Even  after  this  satisfactory  expla* 
nation,  admiral  Le  Blanc,  in  1838, 
persisted  in  directing  his  forces  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  La  Plata, 
took  possession  of  the  island  Martin 
Garcia,  and  to  this  hour  enforced 
a  strict  blockade,  to  the  utter  ex- 
clusion of  all  European  oommeree. 
Large  shipments,  designed  fcft 
Buenos  Ayres  and  MeidoOf  had, 
on  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
been  sent  home  undelivered,  with 
the  entire  loss  of  frdlgfat  and  inter* 
est,  and  the  danger  of  feffeited 
insurance.  Our  manufaettifes  ftt 
home  were  also  likely  to  soffisr. 
The  enormous  British  capital  lent 
to  the  Mexican  gOYemment,  or 
embarked  in  mining  speculatiOfM 
in  that  country,  amountii^  to  ten 
millions  sterling,  had  been  fiabtA 
in  the  utmost  peril  by  the  inter* 
ruption  of  the  custom-house  receipts 
on  which  the  loans  were  secured, 
and  by  the  prohibition  of  importing 
quicksilver,  without  whidi  the 
mines  could  not  be  worked.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  mov« 
jng,in  addition  to  the  papers  sought 
by  the  noble  lord  relative  to 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Mexico^  fer 
''Copies  of  any  comttiunieations 
received  from  the  government  of 
France  or  that  of  Bnuril,  relative 
to  the  claims  advanced  by  ihe  latter 
to  a  portion  of  Portuguese  Ghiians, 
and  of  any  reference  sought  by 
either  party  to  the  lurbttraitioa  of 
England,  (conformably  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  in 
1817i)  previous  to  the  reeent 
military  occupation  of  Porftngnese 
Guiana  by  a  French  foee.  Also, 
copies  of  any  defpetohet  er  cone* 
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qpondence  fiom  the  Britisli  minister 
rendent  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  the 
subject  of  the  indemnification  of 
British  subjects  resident  at  Para, 
fat  losses  sustained  during  the  in- 
flurrectionary  movements  against 
the  Brazilian  goyemment  in  1835. 
Mr.  Grote  said^  although  he 
perfectly  felt  the  necessity  of  speak- 
ing of  existing  circumstances  under 
the  conviction  that  what  was  said 
in  London  was  read  in  Paris  and 
at  Washington,  still,  when  the 
Ofnaioiui  of  British  merchants,  who 
felt  themselves  to  be  seriously 
injured  by  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment,  was  strongly  expressed,  it 
was  absolntely  necessary  that  they 
should  find  an  echo  in  that  house. 
There  were  three  points  about'  this 
case  which  rendered  it  impossible 
for  those  sufferers  by  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  Mexico  to  remain 
silent  First,  the  extent  of  incon- 
venience they  sufi^ed.  Next,  the 
conviction  that  the  blockade  en- 
Ibveed  against  Buenos  Ayres  did 
not  repose  on  any  solid,  well- 
grounded  cause  of  complaint ;  and, 
thirdly,  there  had  been  a  want  of 
alacrity  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  extend  protection  to  the 
British  merchants,  by  not  keeping 
up  that  amount  of  naval  force 
which  the  circumstance  required. 
No  less  than  seven  large  mining 
cslahlishraents  w^e  conducted  alto- 
gether by  British  capital.  These 
nines  fiirniahed,  he  believed,  nearly 
the  whole  supply  of  silver  which 
BOW  came  to  England,  which 
amounted  to  from  eight  to  ten 
Bullions  of  dollars  annually,  whilst 
the  imports  from  Buenos  Ayres 
were  not  less  in  valuethan  700,000/. 
annually.  The  whole  of  this  trade 
had  been  entirely  put  a  stop  to  by 
the  blockade  of  Vera  Cru2  and 
Buenos  Ayres.  It  seemed  to  him, 
liiat    thd    French    goYenimen^ 


throughout  their  dispute  with  those 
two  states,  mixed  up  with  their 
demand  for  redress  for  an  alleged 
private  wrong  an  attempt  to  esta- 
blish certain  principles  for  the 
future.  Their  conduct,  in  respect 
to  the  blockade  against  Mexico, 
appeared  to  the  British  merchants 
still  more  unaccountable,  when  they 
were  informed  that,  with  respect 
to  the  port  of  Callao,  on  the  western 
coast  of  America,  they  were  acting 
upon  totally  different  principles. 
The  French  commander  on  that 
coast  had  refused  to  recognize  an 
efficient  blockade  established  by  the 
government  of  Chili,  and  had 
actually  taken  into  that  port  French 
and  Chilian  merchant-vessels,  al- 
though there  WRsa  sufficient  Chilian 
force  there,  which  proved  that  the 
French  naval  commanders  were  not 
disposed  to  acknowledge  the  same 
rule  in  their  own  case,  which  they 
enforced  against  others. 

Sir  Stephen  Lushington  said, 
he  entirely  agreed  in  many  of  the 
observations  made  by  the  nobie 
lord,  the  member  for  JLiverpool, 
that  the  most  unjustifiable  pre- 
tences had  been  set  up  by  the 
French  government,  and  claims 
made  upon  the  state  of  Buenos 
Ayres  which  they  never  would 
have  ventured  to  have  made  against 
any  country  competent  to  defend 
itself.  He  had  never  heard  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  absolute  right, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  oae  country 
should  live  in  another  country  and 
receive  the  aid  and  protection  of 
its  laws,  but  that  it  was  a  permis- 
sion to  be  conceded  upon  terms, 
and  according  to  the  discretion  of 
the  country  which  gave  that  per- 
mission. Above  all  things  it  was 
unprecedented  that  in  affairs  be* 
t  ween  nations,  it  was  to  be  permitted 
for  one  state  to  say  ta'another,  *'  I 
will  have  a  conuoesciid  treaty  font 
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you  whether  you  will  or  not.'*  The  suppose  that  his  noble  friend  had 
pretences  with  respect  to  Buenos  sent  intimation  to  the  merchants  of 
Ayres  which  France  had  set  up  in  this  country^  that  the  blockade  had 
justification  of  her  conduct  were  not  been  duly  maintained,  and  that 
frivolous  and  unfounded.  Let  twenty  or  thirty  vessels  in  oonse- 
them  mark  what  might  be  the  con-  quence  had  been  despatched  to  Vera 
duct  of  France,  if  that  power  were  Cruz  and  found  on  their  arrival 
determined  to  injure  the  commerce  they  could  not  gain  admission  into 
of  this  country.  It  might  blockade  the  harbour,  and  had  been  com. 
every  port  in  the  world  with  which  pelled  to  return  without  deliver- 
England  carried  on  trade,  upon  ing  their  cargoes,  what,  he  asked, 
similar  frivolous  pretences,  and  would  have  been  said  to  the  con- 
thus  effectually  destroy  British  duct  of  his  noble  friend  ? 
commerce.  The  noble  lord  had  Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  stud, 
stated,  that  the  relations  between  he  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  a 
France  and  Mexico  were  in  reality  British  merchant  who  was  at  Vera 
those  of  war.  When  a  nation  was  Cruz  at  the  time  of  the  bombard- 
at  war  with  another  it  had  a  right  ment  of  St.  Juan  D'Ulloa.  The 
to  make  reprisals.  France  had  letter  was  addressed  to  his  partner, 
availed  herself  of  all  the  advan-  and  bore  date  November  27th,  the 
tages  of  peace  and  amicable  rela-  day  of  the  attack.  It  stated,  that 
tions  on  the  one  part  with  a  third  the  Express  packet  arrived  that 
power,and  exposed  that  third  power  day,  that  her  majesty's  sloop  the 
to  all  the  disadvantages  of  war  on  Satellite,  had  arrived  on  the  25th, 
the  other,  and  having  done  so  had  and  at  the  instance  of  several 
violated  the  usages  of  nations.  British  merchants,  her  commander 
Fault  had  been  found  with  his  had  been  induced  to  remain  for  one 
noble  friend  by  the  noble  lord  op-  day,  but  said  that  he  could  not  pos- 
posite,  that  although  he  had  re-  sibly  remain  any  longer.  **  Look," 
ceived  information  of  the  blockade  said  the  writer  of  tins  letter,  ''at 
not  having  been  duly  maintained,  our  unfortunate  condition  ;  see 
he  had  not  notified  the  drcum-  how  utterly  we  are  deserted  by 
stance,  and  resting  on  an  opinion  the  British  government ;  wo  are 
which  he  drew  from  lord  Stowell,  without  even  a  boat  to  enable  us 
the  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  if  to  get  on  board  the  packet."  The 
the  blockade  was  not  maintained  letterproceeds  to  state,  that  through 
in  such  a  form  as  to  make  it  dan-  the  assistance  of  the  French  consul 
gerous  for  any  vessel  to  enter  the  a  boat  was  procured  at  Sacrifidos 
port  blockaded,  that  then  the  for  that  purpose,  and  adds,  that  the 
blockade  could  not  be  maintained.  United  States  had  three  ships  oi 
as  it  had  not  been  supported  by  war  on  that  station  while  England 
an  adequate  force*  To  talk  of  a  had  not  one* 
blockade  proclaimed  as  extending  Mr.  C.  Wood  made  a  short 
over  a  whole  district  and  of  being  speech  in  defence  of  the  Admiralty 
in  force  when^the  blockading  force  and  said,  that  no  injury  had  been 
had  been  absent  for  some  months,  sustained  by  British  interests  from 
would  no  doubt  be  vague,  nuga-  the  want  of  a  suffident  force, 
tory,  and  absurd.  The  only  ex-  After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr^ 
ceptions  allowed  in  such  cases  were  Ward,  lord  Eliot,  and  dr  de  Lacy 
stress  of  weather  and  storms.    But  Evans,  Sir  Rob^  Peel  m£d,  the 
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impression  which  the  debate  had 
produced  upon  his  mind  was,  that 
there  was  very  little  use  in  having 
either  a  British  fleet  or  a  British 
consul  at  a  foreign  station,  for  it 
had  been  contended,  that  however 
great  a  force  we  might  have  had  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  could  have 
affi)rded  no  protection  to  British 
commerce  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
For  what  purpose  then  did  we 
maintain  a  peace  establishment,  if 
it  was  not  for  the  protection  of 
British  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  ? 

The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that 
after  the  capture  of  St.  Juan 
D'Ulloa,  such  alarm  spread  among 
the  British  residents  at  Vera  Cruz, 
that  all  of  them  except  the  consul^ 
left  Ihe  town  and  removed  as  far 
as  possible  with  all  their  moveables. 
Then,  he  asked,  when  such  alarms 
prevailed,  what  naval  power  had 
we  upon  the  spot,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  in  hostilities 
against  France  or  for  interfering 
with  the  blockade,  but  merely  for 
affording  protection  to  our  own  sub- 
jects which  France  herself  would 
havepermitted  us  to  do  ?  Among  the 
papers  already  presented,  he  found 
a  letter,  dated  July,  addressed  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  by  per- 
sons deeply  interested  in  the  trade 
of  Mexico,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  captain  Kirk,  with  a  cargo  to 
the  value  of  50,000Z.  had  returned 
to  Liverpool,  having  been  warned 
by  a  French  squadron.  The  cap- 
tain was  permitted  to  land  at  Vera 
Cruz,  for  the  purpose  of  having  an 
interview  with  the  consignees,  but 
his  landing  was  effected  solely 
through  the  kindness  of  the  cap- 
tain of  an  American  brig,  who  sent 
his  boat  to  convey  the  English  cap- 
tain to,  and  from  the  town.  If 
this  were  the  case,  how  advantage- 
ous to   British    commerce  would 


have  been  the  presence  of  a  British 
sloop  of  war. 

The  noble  lord  said,  had  we 
sent  a  British  squadron  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  it  would  have  afforded 
no  defence  to  the  place,  unless  we 
were  prepared  to  issue  a  declara* 
tion  of  war  against  France. 

Sir  Robert  said,  he  was  the  last 
person  to  wish  for  any  intimation 
of  war  with  that  country,  but  his 
desire  to  preserve  with  her  the 
most  amicable  relations  would 
never  prevent  his  expressing  his 
opinion  of  the  conduct  of  France 
when  circumstances  required  it. 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  the 
right  hon.  baronet  had  misunder- 
stood him  if  he  supposed  it  was  his 
opinion  that  we  had  no  alternative 
between  tacit  acquiescence  and  war 
with  France.  All  he  meant  waS| 
that  the  arguments  used  by  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  appeared  to 
lead  to  such  a  conclusion.  In  fact, 
he  had  combated  those  arguments, 
and  had  also  stated  his  belief  that 
there  was  another  course — the  ami- 
cable interposition  of  our  good 
offices  between  the  two  parties. 

The  right  hon.  baronet  had 
quoted  the  case  of  the  captain  of  a 
merchantman  who  had  landed 
during  the  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  in  the  absence  of  a  British 
man  of  war  had  been  put  on  shore 
by  an  American  boat,  but  of  course 
he  must  be  aware  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  indi- 
vidual to  have  got  on  shore  at 
Vera  Cruz  from  a  British  man  of 
war,  without  the  consent  of  the 
blockading  squadron.  But  even 
as  to  this,  the  return  which  the 
right  hon.  baronet  held  in  his  hand 
showed,  that  in  the  month  of  June 
or  early  in  July,  a  British  man  of 
war  ssuled  from  Jamaica  and  had 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  not  long 
after.     The  fact  that  many  peo- 
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pie  withdrew  during  the  interval 
between  the  dismantling  of  the 
town  and  the  capture  of  the  fort, 
proved  there  was  ample  time  for 
the  British  residents  to  retire,  and 
he  had  heard  of  no  losses  sustained 
by  any  individual.  One  word  as 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  £.  Tennent  He  certainly 
objected  to  the  production  of  the 
papers.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
asked,  whether  any  application  had 
been  made  to  the  two  governments 
tu  confirm  the  treaty  of  1817)  to 
this  he  must  reply  that  no  such 
application  had  been  made.  By 
the  treaty  of  Vienna— for  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
had  long  since  lapsed— and  by  the 
107th  article  of  that  treaty^  the 
prince  regent  of  Portugal  and  the 
Brazils,  to  manifest  in  the  most 
indisputable  manner,  his  conside- 
ration for  the  kin^  of  France, 
agreed  to  restore  Guiana  up  to  the 
river  Amazon  in  the  4th  and  5  th 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  being 
the  same  limitation  as  it  was  con- 
sidered was  imposed  on  Portugal 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

The  state  of  the  case  between 
France  and  Brazil  was  this :  com- 
pensation never  having  been  made, 
the  French  government  recently 
took  possession  of  the  contested 
territory,  not  however  to  the  ex- 
tent supposed  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Belfast,  for  lord  Palmerston 
thought,  that  the  portion  of  ter-> 
ritory  occupied  by  them  was  very 
far  short  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon. 

A  negotiation  was  at  the  present 
moment  going  on  between  the  two 
governments,  as  also  between  this 
country  and  France.  Pending  that 
necrotiation  it  would  not  be  con- 
sistent  with  the  claims  of  the  puh< 
lie  service,  to  consent  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  additional  papers 


moved  for  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Belfast.  He  therefore  felt  it 
his  duty  to  object  to  their  being 
producdi. 

Amendment  withdrawn.  Ori- 
ginal motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  viscount 
Strangford  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  of  lords  to  the  protracted 
blockade  which  the  Fretich  had 
established  at  Buenos  Ayres.  He 
would  not  then^  he  said,  call  into 
question  the  justice  of  the  demands 
which  France  had  made  upon  that 
republic  ;  what  he  now  complained 
of  were  the  unwarrantable  measures 
by  which  she  had  pursued  an  ob- 
ject which  in  itself  might  perhaps 
be  perfectly  equitahle.  It  was  a 
matter,  for  instance,  resting  upon 
documentary  evidence  that  the  dvil 
war  to  which,  in  addition  to  tbd 
pressure  of  external  hostilities,  that 
state  was  now  subjected,  had  been 
fomented  by  the  agency  of  thfl  aer* 
vants  of  France.  It  waa  Well 
known  that  the  French  had  tftken 
possession  of  the  island  of  Martin 
Garcia.  Lord  Granville  in  ft  note 
March  7,  1839,  demanded  an  ex-* 
planation  of  count  Mol6.  That 
minister  made  immediate  answer 
that  no  intention  existed  on  thd 
part  of  the  king  of  France  to  retain 
the  island  in  permanent  property^ 
or  to  alter  the  state  of  posMssion  as 
between  the  Argentine  republic  and 
that  of  Buenos  Ayres.  And  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  plain  decla- 
ration, France  had  subsequently 
handed  over  the  island  to  the  re- 
volted subjects  ef  Buenos  Afte» 
as  a  reward  for  the  rebellion  whieh 
her  own  agents  had  fomented. 

The  system  moreover  of  blodmde 
which  had  been  instituted  was  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  law  of 
nations.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  no  ship  of  any  nation 
was  exempted  from  the  Operation 
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of  an  itnpartial  blockade.    In  this 
iiiae,  boWever,  tbe  only  flag  ex- 
empted was  tbat  of  those  very  in- 
surgents whom  France  had  herself 
instigated  to  reTolt>  and  still  main- 
tain^ in  their  insubordination  by 
the  ofkt  of  a  free  passage  to  their 
riiips  so  long  as  the  obstruction 
lasted.     Moreover,    pursued    the 
noble  viscount,  the  conduct  of  the 
French  had  been   a  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  of 
thoie  boundaries  secured  by  Great 
Britain  herself  at  the  last  treaty 
of  peace  between  that  state  and 
BraaeiL    France  had  no  right  to 
parcel  out  the  boundaries  of  these 
small  states,  and  disturb  the  ba« 
lance  of  power  which  was  no  less 
essential  in  South  America  than 
in  Europe.    And  he  might  further 
Ifemark  that  the  French  were  act- 
ing a  most  inconsistent  part  in 
daflBtinrin^  for  a  treaty  of  com* 
mefoe  at  the  same  time  that  they 
bad  reduced  the  Argentine  repub- 
lic to  a  state  of  nullity,  and  pre- 
vented all  power  of  obtaining  ctm* 
sent  by  abscindiiig  many  of  the 
States  from  the  parent  government 
which  was  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  delegation.     This  was  not 
all^    a   number  of  small   British 
vessels,  or  vessels  at  least  under  the 
British  flag,  and  with  British  au- 
thorities on  board,  had  been  seized 
and  brought  into  Monte  Video  to 
be  sold.     The  lawful  governor  re- 
fusing to  allow  the  sale  to  proceed, 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  put  down 
this  upright  functionary,  and  set 
another  in  his  place,  who,  without 
fVirther  inquiry,  upon  the  simple 
fact  of  their  being  carried  in  as 
prizes^   allowed   the    adjudication 
and  sale  forthwith  to  take  place. 
It  would  also  be  well,  continued 
lord  Strangford,  to  bear  in  mind 
the    great    detriment  which    the 
mercantile   interests    of  England 


had  suffered  from  the  obstruction 
which  had  existed  for  the  last  six* 
teen  months  to  our  commerce  with 
a  country  which  received  more  of 
our  manufactured  goods  than  any 
other  port  of  South  America.  Not 
was  there  any  apparent  ptospect  of 
a  settlement  while  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain  were  so  imperfectly 
protected  on  that  station  by  no 
more  in  fact  than  three  sloops  of 
war  which  had  never  yet  been 
seen  together.  The  ease  was  the 
same  with  Mexico,  where  the  wat 
might  have  been  maintained  Up  to 
the  present  moment  but  fbr  the 
tardy  but  successful  appearance  of 
commodore  Douglas  with  an  effici* 
ent  naval  force.  For  all  this  he 
did  not  so  much  find  fault  with 
the  noble  earl,  who  directed  the 
admiralty,  as  with  that  unfortu^ 
nate  and  penurious  system  tvhieb 
would  not  allow  the  naval  force  ot 
England  to  be  put  on  a  footing 
commensurate  with  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  mutilated  that 
great  arm  of  the  national  powers 

Lord  Melbourne  admitted  to  its 
full  extent  the  impottance  of  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  Buenos 
Ay  res,  which  consisted  on  our  part 
chiefly  in  the  export  of  manu- 
factured goods.  No  doubt,  said  the 
noble  viscount,  blockades  ought  not 
to  be  instituted  without  most  grave 
and  deliberate  reason,  but  it  was 
nevertheless  impossible  for  Great 
Britain  to  constitute  herself  an 
arbiter  in  the  matter  without  com- 
mitting an  act  of  hostility  towards 
one  party  or  the  other,  and  so  mak- 
ing herself  a  principal  in  the  trans- 
action. And  England,  it  should 
be  remembered,  ought  not  to  be 
the  first  to  complain,  who  had 
instituted  blockades  more  extended 
than  any  other  maritime  country, 
and  had  enforced  them  with  greater 
severity.  The  states  of  Mexico  and 
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Buenos  Ayres  had  given  great 
reason  for  complaint  to  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  to  France. .  He  had 
notj  however^  pretended  to  justify 
the  course  taken  by  our  neigh- 
bours with  regard  to  the  internal 
differences  of  the  South  American 
nations ;  but  this  too  was  a  topic 
which  could  not  at  that  moment 
prudently  be  pressed.  With  regard 
to  the  blockadeof  the  greater  part  of 
South  America^  if  it  were  not  en- 
forced by  a  sufficient  armament^  the 
law  of  nationsrequired  that  it  should 
cease^  and  touching  the  island  of 
Martin  Garcia^  the  government 
was  not  prepared  to  give  any  ex- 
planation of  the  intentions  of  the 
French  with  regard  to  its  deten- 
tion>  beyond  the  promise  which 
count  Mole  had  given  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  hold  it  in  per- 
manent occupation;  and  there  could 
be  no  doubt  but  diat  the  French 
cabinet  would  honajide  fulfil  their 
engagement.  The  present  govern- 
ment^  he  believed^  were  most 
anxious  to  extinguish  all  their 
unfortunate  differences  with  the 
nations  in  those  waters. 

Lord  Ashburton  very  much 
questioned  whether  a  blockade  of 
this  nature  had  ever  before  been 
resorted  to  where  the  blockading 
party  was  not  in  an  actual  state  of 
war  with  the  nation  so  beleagured. 
So  little  had  France  hersedf  re- 
spected this  right  in  other  nations^ 
that  merchants  complained  that  she 
had  denied  the  right  of  Chili  to 
blockade  the  ports  of  Peru^  with 
which  Chili  was  actually  at  open 
war.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  from 
the  want  of  a  friendly  communica- 
tion between  the  two  countriesi 
this  principle  of  blockade  had  been 
used  for  mere  commercial  purposes 
without  any  declaration  of  war. 
The  safest  method  was  to  protest 
in   time  against   such  encroach* 


ments^  or  we  should  at  length  be 
forced  into  some  breach  of  the 
peace  with  the  French  people. 
The  noble  lord  observed,  that  the 
differences  between  France  and 
these  newly-erected  states  seemed 
in  general  to  have  arisen  out  of  a 
strong  assertion  of  power  by  some 
consul  or  commander  of  a  post  on 
the  part  of  France,  who  had  as- 
sumed to  himself  an  authority 
which  the  government  at  home 
was  not  aware  of.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  Argentine  republic  did 
not  permit  Frenchmen  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  of  that  country. 
France  had  taken  umbrage  at  this, 
and  yet  it  was  an  act  which  every 
independent  nation  had  a  right  to 
maintain.  No  foreigner  oomd  es- 
tablish a  retail  shop  in  the  city 
of  LfOndon  without  permission,  and 
the  mere  fact  that  a  nation  was 
feeble  and  disorganized  afforded  no 
justification  for  the  violation  of  its 
obvious  rights.  Lord  Ashburton 
concluded  by  asking  lord  Melbourne 
the  question  whether  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  resort  to  a  blockade  with 
a  country  where  a  war  was  not 
declared? 

Lord  Aberdeen  mentioned  that 
a  similar  blockade  had  been  exer- 
cised by  England  two  or  three 
years  ago  against  the  state  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  was  instigated,  as  the 
French  allege,  for  the  purpose  of 
negotiation.  It  proved,  indeed*  a 
very  cogent  means,  said  the  noUe 
earl,  for  in  three  or  four  weeks  we 
obtained  what  we  wanted  to  nego- 
date  for. 

Lord  Melbourne  admitted^  that 
France  was  not  at  war  with  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  he  stated  that  England 
had  gone  so  far  as  to  seize  vessels 
on  the  high  seas  without  any  de- 
claration of  war,  which  was  a 
much  stronger  case ;  and  here  the 
discussion  concluded. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [273 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Mr.  Groit^s  Motion  on  the  Ballot — Speech  of  Mr.  Macaulay-^Lord 
Jc^n  Russell — Sir  James  Graham — Declaration  of  Lord  Howick--^ 
Sir  Robert  Peel-^Motion  rejected — Presentation  of  part  of  the 
Report  of  Committee  on  printed  papers,  referring  to  the  case  of 
Stochdale  v.  Hansard-^Report  taken  into  constderation-^Resolutions 
proposed  by  Lord  John  Russell'^Mr.  Warburton's  Amendment — 
Opinions  of  several  Members — Amendment  throfvn  out-^Act  for  the 
better  ordering  of  Prisons — Motion  of  Mr,  Attwoodfor  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  consider  the  National  Petition — Birmingham 
Riots— Measures  of  Lord  John  Russell  for  ensuring  tranquillity — 
Birmingham,  Manchester,  and  Bolton  Police  Bills-^County  Constat 
bulary  Police  Force  Bill-^ Motion  for  an  Increase  in  the  Army-^ 
Observations,  on  that  occasion,  of  Lord  John  Russell  on  the  State  of 
the  Country — Mr.  S.  Rice  brings  forward  the  Budget  in  a  Committee 
on  Post-office  Acts^^His  Resolution  relating  to  a  proposed  Reduction 
of  Postage  Duties-Strictures  of  Mr.  Goulburn  and  Sir  R.  Peel---' 
Resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Goulburn  as  an  Amendment  on  the  Order  of 
the  Day  for  receiving  Report  of  Committee^  Mr.  Rice-^Sir  R.  Peel — 
Mr.  P.  Thomson — Majority  for  original  Motion — Amendment  of  Sir 
R.  Peel,  on  second  reading  of  the  Resolution,  thrown  out — Bill  brought 
into  the  Commons,  and  passed — Animadversions  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  on  the  second  readings  on  the  Financial  State  of  the 
Countrvh^No  opposition  to  the  Bill — Banks  of  France  and  England-^ 
Bank  Directors  raise  the  rate  of  Discount — Funding  of  Exchequer-* 
hills  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — Failure  of  first  attempt — 
Second  arrangement— Explanations  in  Parliametit  on  bringing  in  a 
Bill  to  confirm  the  Operation — Lord  Lyndhurst's  Speech  on  the 
Labours  of  the  Session-^  Reply  of  Viscount  Melbourne  —  Lord 
Brougham — The  Duke  of  WeUtngton — The  Queen  proceeds  to  the 
House  of  LordS'^Address  of  the  Speaker — Her  Majesty's  Speech^^ 
Parliainerd  prorogued. 

CIRCUMSTANCES  had  ten-  house  to  another  trial  of  strength, 

ded  in  some  degree  to  revive  on  a  motion  providing  that  votes  at 

the  interest^  impaired  by  annual  dis-  elections  should  be  taken  by  way  of 

cusBion,  when  the  member  for  Lon-  ballot.  It  was  understood  that  per- 

don,  on  the  1 8th  of  June>  invited  the  sons  connected  with  the  government 
Vol.  LXXXI.  [T] 
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had^  for  the  first  time^  obtained 
permission  to  vote  with  the  hon. 
gentleman;  and  the  party  were 
not  without  hope  that  this  conces- 
sion might  superinduce  the  further 
adhesion  of  several  ministerial 
members  to  the  measure  so  long 
protected  by  Mr.Grote.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  considerations^  Mr. 
Macaulav,  who  had  recentlv  re- 
turned  from  his  oriental  mission^ 
had  lately  manifested  on  the  hus- 
tings of  Edinburgh  an  opinion 
favourable  to  the  question  about  to 
be  debated ;  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  expected  to  sei^  the 
present  opportunity  of  resuming 
his  interrupted  senatorial  career. 

No  one  could  hope«  however, 
that  many  unappropriated  topics 
would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  a 
subject  whose  proper  merits  will, 
after  all,  be  found  to  lie  within  a 
restricted  compass,  very  much  of 
its  importance  arising,  in  all  prob- 
ability, from  the  fact  of  its  general 
popularity  with  a  certain  dass  of 
politicians,  who  would,  therefore, 
possibly  have  reason  to  consider  its 
success  to  be  an  event,  affording 
almost  as  accurate  a  measure  of 
the  ascendancy  of  what  are  usually 
called  reform  principles,  as  if  it 
involved  in  itself  any  very  material 
dislocation  of  the  present  consti. 
tutional  arrangement.  In  the  mean 
while,  it  will  be  observed  that  its 
decided  advocates  allow,  that  if  it 
secured  a  more  unembarrassed  use 
of  the  elective  franchise,  it  would 
have  an  equal  tendency  to  promote 
the  practice  of  making  untrue 
assertions,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
removed  the  voter  from  any  awe 
which  public  opinion  might  exercise 
upon  him — an  admission  by  which 
they  seem  to  make  over  two  out  of 
its  three  more  specific  consequences 
to  the  disparagement  of  their  own 
proposaL 


Mr.  Grote  adapted  his  arguments 
with  considerable  skill  to  the  latest 
aspect  of  the  case,  abstaining  from 
any  unnecessary  repetition  of  fa- 
miliar reasons,  while  he  endea- 
voured to  direct  attention  to  events 
which  made  it  more  peculiarly 
desirable  to  press  the  question  at 
the  present  moment;  not  that  he 
felt  obliged  to  cast  away  forcible 
matter  because  it  had  been  used 
before,  for  experience  went  to 
show,  that  it  was  less  by  the  dis« 
covery  of  untrodden  methods  of 
demonstration,  than  by  discussions 
of  the  same  topic,  renewed  at 
seasonable  intervals,  and  the  con- 
tinual painful  sense  of  the  same 
unremitted  evils,  that  political  con- 
clusions came  to  be  disseminated, 
and  ultimately  acted  upon*  No- 
body, said  the  hon.  gentleman,  was 
found  to  deny  the  existence,  or  even 
the  criminal  nature  of  intimidation, 
but  as  no  expedient  had  been  dis- 
covered besides  the  ballot,  in  the 
slightest  degree  available  for  its 
removal,  they  who  opposed  the 
remedy  did  virtually  decr^  the 
continuance  of  corruption.  Some 
persons,  he  was  aware,  resisted  the 
present  motion  on  the  grounds  of 
the  final  character  of  the  measure 
of  Reform.  Was  then,  demanded 
Mr.  Grote,  the  finality  of  coercion 
and  bribery  also  part  of  the  under- 
standing between  the  proposers  of 
that  question  ?  or  did  it  enter  into 
those  Tusculan  conversations  be- 
tween the  noble  lord  the  member 
for  Stroud  and  lord  Althorp  in 
1832,  to  which  allusion  was  made 
in  the  pamphlet  of  lord  John  Rus- 
sell, when  they  predicted  the  Aitdre 
restoration  of  empire  to  the  Tory 
party  ?  He,  for  one,  entertaitiel 
no  faith  in  the  famous  doctrine  of 
finality ;  it  was  at  the  same  time, 
however,  quite  competent  to  tuny 
x>f  its  admirext  to  vote  for  a  aeoret 
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suffrage^  unless  indeed  they  held 
themselves  also  pledged  to  the  per- 
petuation of  iniquity.  Although, 
continued  Mr,  Grote,  the  repre- 
sentative system  exhibited  many 
evils  which  the  secret  vote  alone 
would  never  meet,  it  would  not 
the  less  provide  for  several  grievous 
abuses^  and,  even  for  this  proposal, 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  accept  a 
substitute,  adhering  to  his  own 
remedy  only  because  no  other  plan 
was  offered  in  any  degree  commen- 
surate with  the  exigencies  of  the 
case.  There  was,  however,  he  re* 
peated,  no  other  medicine  possible 
but  the  one  which  he  was  now 
proposing,  and  that  would  prove 
efiectual,  until  at  least  some  means 
should  be  devised  by  human  inge* 
nuity  for  rewarding  or  punishing 
an  unknown  and  invisible  act. 
If,  pursued  Mr.  Grote,  you  are  to 
have  any  representative  govern* 
ment  at  all  under  the  present 
distribution  of  property ,  there  must 
needs  be  multitudes  of  electors  in 
dependent  circumstances.  To  ex- 
pect from  such  men,  unprotected 
as  they  are,  a  constant  sacrifice  of 
their  worldly  interest  to  the  pre- 
servation of  a  political  conscience—- 
to  hope  that  you  will  find  generally 
in  their  bosoms 

''  The  strong  divinity  of  soul 
That  conquers  chance  and  fate," 

which  richer  and  more  accom- 
plished persons  fail  to  exhibit,  would 
be  little  better  than  an  idle  dream. 
I  do  not  envy  the  feelings  of  any 
man  who  can  have  engaged  in  the 
details  of  an  electoral  struggle, 
without  a  profound  sense  of  the 
miseries  of  an  unsheltered  fran- 
chise, and  a  sincere  desire  to  apply 
to  them  an  efficacious  remedy. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by 
lord  Worsley,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Gaskell.  As  Mr.  Macaulay  rose 
from  hehind  lord  John  Russell,  the 


members  crowded  into  the  side 
gallery,  and  paid  him  the  compli« 
ment  of  eager  attention.  The  hon. 
member  for  Edinburgh  declared, 
that  after  so  protracted  an  absence 
from  the  house,  he  should  willingly 
have  remained  for  a  longer  time  a 
silent  spectator  of  its  proceedings  | 
but  the  deference  due  to  a  great 
city,  together  with  the  deep  interest 
he  felt  himself  in  the  question, 
forbade  the  indulgence  of  any  such 
desire.  With  regard  to  the  course 
which  government  was  known  to 
have  adopted  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, Mr.  Macaulay  observed,  that 
the  extent  to  which  a  cabinet  ought 
to  act  in  strict  concert  upon  legis- 
lative questions  was  a  very  nice 
consideration.  It  was  plain,  how- 
ever, that  there  were  but  three 
practicable  courses  in  dealing  with 
such  matters.  They  might  agree 
on  all  subjects  whatever — or  pre- 
tend to  be  united  where  there  was 
a  real  difference— or  leave  each 
member  free  to  take  the  course 
which  his  own  opinion  dictated. 
Uniform  agreement,  they  knew, 
was  a  thing  impossible;  and  the 
principle  of  concession  upon  mea- 
sures which  men  might,  as  indi- 
viduals, think  desirable,  in  order  to 
secure  a  mutual  action  among 
political  partizans,  was  admitted 
to  be  a  peculiar  exception  from  the 
great  general  rules  of  public  mora- 
lity. If  there  were  any  one  who 
thought  it  wrong,  he  respected  so 
great  tenderness  of  conscience ;  but 
the  vocation  of  that  person  was  not 
for  public  life.  Let  him  rather 
select  more  quiet  Ways  for  his 
passage  through  the  world,  in  which 
he  might  play  a  useful  and  respect- 
able part,  but  he  was  as  completely 
unfitted  for  the  turmoils  of  political 
strife,  as  a  quaker,  by  his  religion, 
was  incapacitated  from  conimand- 
ing  a  regiment  of  horse.     Such 
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an  exception^  however^  pursued 
Mr.  Macaulay,  ougbt  to  be  very 
rigorously  construed^or  there  might 
be  a  danger  of  its  being  converted 
into  the  rule.  In  former  times,  it 
was  indeed  the  practice  to  allow 
all  questions  to  be  '^  open "  but 
those  which  the  government  itself 
brought  forward,  or  such  as  were 
supported  with  the  direct  intent  of 
overturning  the  ministry.  The 
questions,  for  example,  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  slavery  abolition, 
and  the  conduct  of  Warren  Has- 
tings were  *'open"  under  Mr. 
Pitt,  a  minister  noted  for  his  high 
and  commanding  spirit.  A  differ- 
ent custom  had,  however,  subse- 
quently arisen ;  and  it  must  be  in 
the  memory  of  every  one,  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  in  1828,  had 
dispensed  with  the  services  of  seve- 
ral members  of  his  government  on 
account  of  a  diversity  of  opinion 
on  a  subject,  on  which  not  one  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  colleagues  would  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  ask  for  per- 
mission to  vote  against  him.  The 
line  had  been  drawn  of  late,  he 
was  satisfied,  in  an  inconsiderate 
manner,  nor  had  he  any  doubt  but 
that  the  existing  cabinet,  by  open- 
ing the  question  of  secret  voting, 
had  both  increased  their  strength 
and  raised  their  character. 

In  supporting  the  present  motion, 
Mr.  Macaulay  took  care  to  hold 
himself  uncommitted  to  any  bill, 
whose  details  should  not  appear, 
upon  examination,  well  calculated 
to  obtain  the  object  he  had  in  view, 
nor  would  he  engage  to  vote  for 
any  measure  unattended  with  a 
proposal  for  improving  the  mode 
of  revising  the  registration.  Sub- 
ject to  these  two  conditions,  he 
would  support  the  ballot,  but  not, 
however,  entirely  upon  the  grounds 
for  which  it  was  desired  by  many 
members,  for  it  was  by  no  means 


a  case  in  which  the  argument  lay 
on  one  side  only,  and  although  it 
would  certainly  put  an  end  to  the 
pernicious  effects  of  intimidation, 
the  hon.  gentleman  made  the  ad« 
mission— a  very  considerable  one 
on  the  part  of  a  popular  member-— 
that  it  would  take  away  at  the 
same  time  the  salutary  influence 
of  public  opinion  on  the  elector. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  the 
system  of  secret  voting  would 
tend  to  the  abolition  of  the  legiti- 
mate influence  of  property.  But 
property,  argued  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  under  any  system,  must 
always  retain  its  legitimate  influ- 
ence. Wealth  was  power,  and 
power,  justly  and  kindly  used, 
would  not  fail  to  inspire  affection. 
Wealth,  or  that  which  was  so  com** 
pared  with  what  the  greater  num- 
ber of  electors  possessed,  was  closely 
connected  with  intellectual  supe* 
riority.  It  enabled  the  possessor 
to  select  and  prosecute  any  study 
to  which  he  might  be  inclined ;  to 
continue  it,  when  those  who  en* 
tered  life  with  him  under  Jess 
fortunate  circumstances  were 
obliged  to  drudge  for  their  daily 
bread;  to  enlarge  his  mind  by 
foreign  travel ;  to  acquire  an  inti- 
macy with  the  history  of  nations, 
and  become  acquainted  with  all  the 
arts  and  sciences; — these,  were 
advantages  to  which  no  constitu- 
ency could  be  blind,  nor  had  it 
ever  been  found  that,  not  the  pre- 
sent class  of  electors,  but  even  the 
very  lowest  of  the  populace,  had, 
even  in  their  wildest  aberrations, 
chosen  a  leader  destitute  of  these 
qualifications.  This  was  the  natu- 
ral, the  salutary,  and  indestructible 
influence  of  riches,  and  whatever 
went  beyond  it  was  corruption. 

Mr.  Macaulay  seemed  to  admit, 
that,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
the  elector  would  vote  accordin|; 
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to  his  inclinatioDy  without  hesi-  and  excitement.  He  had  no  desire 
tating  to  escape  the  consequences  to  renew  a  similar  scene^  and  would 
which  might  await  on  the  publicity  even  rather  bear  with  many  griev- 
of  the  action^  by  a  breach  of  truth,  ances  than  consent  to  open  again 
In  his  opinion^  however,  the  latter  the  whole  representative  system, 
was  the  less  evil  of  the  two ;  and  The  Reform  Bill,  however,  to  be 
he  proceeded,  perhaps  not  very  final,  ought  also  to  be  effectual, 
successfully,  tojustify  this  assertion,  or  one  form  of  misrepresentation 
by  referring  to  a  practice  not  un-  would  have  been  cut  off  only  to  be 
frequent  among  people  in  a  far  replaced  by  another,  and  the  giving 
more  independent  station,  who  had  greater  security  to  the  unprotected 
no  scruple  in  uttering  an  untruth,  voter  was  not  to  innovate  upon 
in  order  to  guard  a  secret  against  that  important  measure,  but  to 
private  curiosity.  He  appealed,  in  carry  out  its  direct  intentions, 
particular,  to  the  instance  of  sir  Mr.  Milnes,  whose  speech  in 
Walter  Scott,  who  had  never  opposition  to  the  motion  was  deli- 
suffered  at  all  in  social  estimation,  vered  amid  much  interruption,  was 
although  he  had  uniformly  met  succeeded  by  lord  John  Russell, 
any  question  put  to  him  on  the  who  spoke  with  unusual  energy, 
subjectof  the  Waverley  novels  with  It  was,  he  said,  with  him  a  matter 
an  open  denial,  until  he  thought  of  much  regret,  that  his  hon.  friend 
fit,  at  length,  to  drop  the  veil  of  should  have  chosen  to  cast  the 
concealment.  weight  of  his  talent  into  the  scale 
The  ballot  he  had.altvays  under-  of  the  ballot.  No  slight  objections, 
stood  to  have  been  a  question  it  was  stated,  ought  to  stand  in  the 
expressly  reserved  when  the  Reform  way  of  this  measure;  but  was  the 
Bill  was  carried,  and,  pursued  the  effect  which  Mr.  Macaulay  had 
hon.  gentleman,  towards  the  con-  himself  acknowledged  would  flow 
elusion  of  a  speech,  which  might,  from  the  projected  system  a  matter 
we  suppose,  be  intended  in  some  of  trivial  importance  }  Aware,  as 
degreetodefinethe  political  position  he  was,  of  the  very  great  weight 
whichhe  was  desirous  of  occupying  which  his  hon.  friend  attached  to 
on  his  restoration  to  a  parliamen-  public  opinion,  he  was  indeed  asto- 
tary  life,  with  regard  to  the  final  nished  to  find  him  prepared  to 
character  of  that  great  measure,  it  forego  its  influence  on  the  single 
ought,  he  thought,  to  be  regarded  act  by  which  a  most  important 
with  a  rational  rather  than  a  super-  branch  of  the  legislature  was  chosen, 
stitious  reverence.  Whether  it  instead  of  waiting  till  the  growing 
should  be  subjected  to  any  alter-  and  predominant  operation  of  that 
ation  was  a  question  which  could  efficient  instrument  should  of  itself 
stand  upon  no  other  grounds  but  have  brought  about,  as  it  needs 
the  ordinary  principles  of  the  pub-  eventually  must,  a  more  satisfac- 
lic  good.  Many  serious  dangers,  tory  practice.  The  judges  of  the 
however,  attached  to  violent  con-  land,  in  pronouncing  their  deci- 
stitutional  changes,  and  although  sions — the  houses  of  parliament  in 
therevolution  of  1832  was  achieved  their  deliberations — even  the  con- 
without  the  bloodshed  which,  in  duct  of  the  sovereign,  as  had  been 
any  other  nation,  would  have  been  seen  on  a  late  occasion,  when 
its  inevitable  attendant,  it  was  not  an  exercise  of  authority  was  called 
brought  about  without  great  peril  for  apart  from  the  advice  of  her 
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accountable  ministers — had  been 
made  the  subject  of  open  political 
discussion;  and  were  they  to  be 
told  that  one  class  of  persons  only 
-r-a  fraction  of  the  adult  male 
population— 'Were  to  be  entirely 
set  free  from  any  public  responsi- 
bility in  the  solemn  act  of  selecting 
the  representatives  of  the  nation^ 
under  whatever  motives,  however 
treacherous^  however  incapable  of 
avowal,  they  might  give  their 
suffrage  ?  With  regard  to  the  tac- 
tics pursued  by  ministers  on  the 
present  question,  the  noble  lord 
declared,  that,  after  the  example 
of  former  governments,  he  had 
ceased  to  press  his  friends  to  oppose 
the  ballot,  when  he  found  that  the 
majority  of  members  on  his  own 
side,  with  many  of  whom  he  had 
long  taken  part  in  public  affairs, 
were  disposed  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Shell,  in  order  to  show  that^ 
as  regarded  the  ballot,  the  Reform 
Bill  had  not  been  originally  looked 
upon  as  a  final  settlement,  referred 
to  various  disclosures  on  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  made  by  the 
earl  of  Durham  at  Gateshead,  by 
lords  Brougham  and  Grey  at  the 
dinner  at  Edinburgh.  A  well- 
known  article  in  the  Edinburgh 
Review  had  subsequently  intimated 
that  lord  Duncannon,  the  earl  of 
Durham,  sir  James  Graham,  and 
the  lord  John  Russell  had  been 
entrusted  by  lord  Grey  with  the 
drawing  up  of  the  measure ;  and 
the  hon.  member  for  Tipperary 
referred  with  still  greater  particu- 
larity to  a  declaration  made  at  a 
public  festivity  in  1837,  by  the 
noble  lord  last-mentioned,  to  the 
electors  of  Stroud,  on  which  occa- 
sion he  stated,  that  he  was  acting 
in  consistence  with  the  permission 
of  the  late  king,  when  he  men- 
tioned that  in  the  plan  submitted 
ultimately  to  the  cabinet  of  earl 


Grey,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
vote  by  ballot  should  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  duration  of  parliament 
continue  for  five  years,  although 
those  measures  formed  no  part  of 
the  original  project. 

These  assertions  called  up  sir 
James  Graham,  who  did  not  deny 
his  share  in  drawing  up  the  reform 
bill;  but  he  had  notj  he  said, 
received  the  licence  extended  to 
the  noUe  lord  to  diselose  official 
secrets.  He  could  explain  nothing 
•—admit  nothing — deny  nothing. 
If  the  noble  lord,  however^  chose 
to  mention  the  person  at  whose 
suggestion  the  ballot  was  inserted, 
he  had  no  objection,  still  less  need 
he  fear  to  state  by  whose  votes  it 
was  cast  out.  There  was,  as  all 
men  knew,  at  that  time  in  the 
cabinet  a  keeper  of  the  king's  con- 
science, whose  boast  it  was,  that  he 
had  an  argument  which  amounted 
to  a  mathematical  demonstration^ 
that  the  ballot  was  impracticable. 
After  thus  adroitly  intimating  that 
he  had  opposed  the  introduction  of 
secret  voting  in  the  programiBe 
just  referred  to,  sir  James  denied 
that  it  was  ever  considered  an  open 
question  in  the  cabinet  of  lord 
Grey  during  the  discussions  on  the 
reform  bill,  and  appealed  to  the 
celebrated  declaration  of  lord  Al- 
thorp  on  a  similar  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Grote  in  1833,  in  which  the 
term  final  was  first  applied  to  the 
act  by  the  noble  viscount,  in  refe- 
rence to  this  particular  proposal. 

Among  the  more  vident  opp<^ 
nents  of  the  motion  wai  lord 
Ho  wick,  who  spoke  with  9,  want 
of  caution  that  did  not  fail  to 
attract  the  bitter  comments  of  the 
liberal  party.  Not  content  with 
offering  a  simple  opposition^  the 
noble  lord  went  so  far  as  to  make 
the  gratuitous  avowal  that  he  had 
consented  to  leave  open  the^uestioii 
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(at  the  ballot,  under  the  impression 
that  this  was  to  contribute  a  greater 
chance  of  its  failure ;  and  he  de- 
clared that  he  would  resign  his 
seat  the  very  next  day^  if  he  thought 
that  his  continuance  in  a  cabinet 
which  made  an  open  question  of  it 
would  tend  in  any  way  to  its 
ultimate  success. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  only  rose  with 
the  view  of  noticing  the  remarks 
upon  open  questions  made  by  Mr. 
Macaulay.  No  principle^  he  main- 
tained, oould  be  more  mischievous. 
It  held  out  an  inducement  for 
ministers  to  shrink  from  the  exer- 
dse  of  the  proper  functions  of 
government,  which  ought  to  lead 
the  public  mind  in  matters  of  legis- 
lation, and  the  effect  would  be^ 
that  while  every  other  member  of 
the  house  was  competent  to  make 
a  motion,  the  only  person  who 
could  not  propose  a  measure  would 
be  one  of  her  majesty's  ministers. 
He  knew  by  experience  that  to 
make  a  vital  question  an  open 
question  would  sow  the  seeds  of 
disunion  in  the  cabinet.  It  ren« 
dered  the  distribution  of  patronage 
a  matter  of  great  disagreement, 
and  tended,  in  fact,  to  destroy  the 
obligations  of  all  party  connexions. 
Indeed,  said  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
I  cannot,  upon  such  principles,  see 
why  I  myself,  together  with  my 
hon. friends,  should  not  move  over 
to  the  other  side  of  the  house,  with 
a  mutual  understanding  not  to 
hring  forward  questions  upon  which 
there  was  any  difference  of  opinion, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
others  from  doing  so  too. 

The  house  then  divided,  and  the 
motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  335  to  217.  Last  vear  the 
numbers  were  317  and  200.  Four 
cabinet  ministers  voted  against 
Mr.  Grote,  and  only  one  with  him, 
Mr*  P»  Thomson,  who  gave  his 


silent  countenance  to  the  ballot: 
two  staid  away.  It  is  calculated 
that  seventeen  members  of  the 
government  and  household,  besides 
Mr.  Bernal,  were  found  in  the 
minority,  and  twelve  united  with 
the  adverse  party.  Altogether  the 
question  would  not  seem  to  have 
made  much  progress  by  having 
been  thrown  open. 

The  house  of  commons  met  on 
the  15  th  of  June,  in  order  to 
receive  part  of  the  report  of  a 
'*  select  committee  on  printed  pa- 
pers," with  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings.  The  document  •  in 
question  commenced  with  an  ex- 
pression of  regret  that  time  had 
not  been  allowed  to  make  a  full 
report  upon  the  privilege  of  the 
house  to  publish  its  proceedings; 
but  the  immediate  publication  of 
the  present  portion  had  been  ren« 
dered  necessary  by  the  steps  taken 
by  Stockdale  against  Mr.  Hansard, 
the  printer  of  the  house,  for  the 
recovery  of  100/.  damages,  given 
in  a  court  of  law  for  a  "  libel " 
published  by  the  latter  in  his 
official  capacity,  and  for  which 
sum  a  wnt  of  execution  was  on 
the  point  of  being  issued.  After 
setting  forth  the  different  courses 
which  it  had  occurred  to  them  it 
was  competent  for  the  house  to 
adopt,  and  passing  an  opinion  sue 
cessively  on  each  of  the  several 
expedients,  the  committee  arrived 
at  the  conclusion,  that  the  course 
most  consistent  with  ancient  par- 
liamentary usage  and  the  dignity 
of  the  house,  would  be,  to  commit 
for  contempt  the  magisterial  officer, 
by  whose  agency  other  authorities 
of  the  state  had  invaded  the  rights 
claimed  by  the  house  of  commons ; 
at  the  same  time  that  the  members 
of  the  committee  in  question  were 
of  opinion,  that,  in  the  present 
instance,  it  was  too  late  to  resort 
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to  such  a  measure,  because  the 
house,  by  directing  the  attorney- 
general  to  appear  in  the  action  on 
the  part  of  Messrs.  Hansard,  had 
placed  itself,  so  far  as  regarded 
this  particular  case>  in  a  situation 
in  which  it  would  be  better  to 
abide  the  result  of  the  trial  which 
had  been  permitted  to  proceed^  and 
to  allow  the  damages  to  be  paid, 
determining,  at  the  same  time, 
that  any  future  proceedings  of  the 
same  nature  should  be  arrested  in 
their  earliest  stages,  by  committing 
for  a  contempt  of  the  house,  not 
only  the  parties  by  whom  similar 
actions  might  be  brought,  but  the 
agents  and  counsel  employed  by 
them. 

On  the  17th  of  the  same  month, 
a  very  long  discussion  took  place 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  re« 
port,  and  the  temporary  disposal  of 
the  question.  It  was  argued  on 
this  occasion  by  lord  John  Russell, 
that,  as  they  had  admitted  the 
right  of  the  Queen's  Bench  to  de- 
cide in  this  particular  question,  the 
house  was  bound  to  abide  by  the 
decision.  It  was,  however,  in  his 
opinion,  an  erroneous  judgment, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  consider 
in  what  way  these  invasions  of 
the  privileges  of  parliament  could 
be  in  future  resisted.  In  con- 
formity, therefore,  with  these 
views,  the  noble  lord  moved  two 
resolutions — the  first  declaring  the 
inexpediency  of  adopting  measures 
for  the  purpose  of  staying  the  exe- 
cution of  the  writ  against  Hansard ; 
the  second,  that  the  house  would 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
means  of  defending  its  essential 
right  of  making  public  its  proceed- 
ings, so  soon  as  the  committee  on 
printed  papers  should  have  made  a 
complete  report  upon  the  subject. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by 
Mr«  Warburtou;  and  secopded  by 


Mr.  Hume,  to  the  effect  that  the 
house  would  visit  with  its  severe 
displeasure  any  officer  who  at- 
tempted to  enforce,  or  aid  in  en- 
forcing, the  judgment  against 
Hansard. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  warned  the  house, 
that  they  would  not  only.have  to 
contend  with  the  sheriff,  but  must 
be  prepared  to  summon  the  lord 
chief  justice  to  their  bar.  Mr. 
Pemberton  spoke  on  the  same 
side;  but  the  rest  of  the  legal 
members,  sir  J.  Campbell,  sir  £. 
Susden,  sir  R.  R0I&,  and  Mr. 
Wude,  who  made  a  most  elaborate 
speech,  adopted  the  other  aspect  of 
the  question.  In  the  same  ranks 
were  numbered  lord  Howick  and 
sir  Robert  Peel,  who  reminded  the 
house  that  he  had  objected  at  the 
time  to  give  the  attorney-general 
orders  to  plead,  in  anticipation  of 
the  difficulty  which  had  since 
arisen.  Mr.  Wynn  recommended 
the  house  to  pass  a  declaratory  bill, 
and  to  hold  a  conference  with  the 
lords  on  the  subject  of  their 
mutual  privileges.  A  division  then 
took  place  upon  Mr*  Warburton's 
amendment,  which  was  defeated 
by  a  majority  of  18;  there  being 
in  its  favour  166,  and  against  it 
184. 

An  act  was  passed  in  the  course 
of  the  present  session  for  the 
'*  Better  ordering  of  Prisons,"  of 
which  the  following  are  the  more 
important  provisions : 

"  Sections  3  and  4.  Prisoners  may  be 
separately  confined,  but  separate  con- 
finement shall  not  be  deemed  solitary 
confinement;  and  no. cell  shall  be  used 
for  the  separate  confinement  of  any  pri- 
soner which  is  not  of  such  a  size*  and 
lighted,  warmed,  ventilated,  and  fitted 
up  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  required 
by  a  due  regard  to  health,  and  furnished 
with  the  means  of  enabling  the  prisoner 
to  communicate  at  any  time  with  an 
officer  of  the  prison ;  and  until  itsfitness 
in  these  leveral  partlcolan  shtll  bavt 
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been  certified  by  one  of  tbe  Inspectors 
of  prisons  to  one  of  her  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretaries  of  state ;  and  every 
prisoner  so  separately  confined  shall 
have  the  means  of  taking  air  and  exer- 
cise at  such  times  as  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  by  the  surgeon,  and  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  means  of  moral  and 
religious  instructioni  and  with  suitable 
books,  to-be  chosen  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, and  also  with  labour  or  employ- 
ment,  unless  it  shall  be  deemed  advisable 
by  the  secretary  of  state  to  make  and 
certify  a  regulation  for  withholding,  for 
A  period  not  exceeding  one  calendar 
month  at  any  one  time,  such  labour  or 
employment. 

5.  All  prisoners  shall  be  at  least 
divided  in  the  following  classes:— First» 
debtors,  in  those  prisons  in  which 
debtors  may  be  lawfully  confined ; 
second,  prisoners  committed  for  trial ; 
third,  prisoners  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  hard  labour;  fourth,  prisoners 
convicted,  and  not  sentenced  to  hard 
labour;  fifth,  prisoners  not  Included  in 
the  foregoing  classes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Att. 
wood  on  the  12th  of  July  for  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  "  Na- 
tional Petition/*  presented  on  the 
14th  of  June.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man explained  that  this  enormous 
instrument  was  signed  by  no  less 
than  1,200,000  persons  the  Slite  of 
the  working  classes,  who  put  for- 
ward five  demands.  These  were 
universal  sufirage,  vote  by  ballot^ 
annual  parliaments,  remuneration 
of  members  for  their  attendance 
in  parliament}  and  the  abolition  of 
the  property  qualification.  The 
proposal,  however,  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recent  chartist 
combinations,  gave  rise  to  a  con- 
nderahle  discussion,  and  became 
the  means  of  eliciting  some  very 
sensible  remarks  from  lord  John 
Russell,  was  rejected  hy  a  majority 
of  235  over  189. 

The  defeat  of  Mr.  Attwood's 
motion  was  contemporaneous,  if 
indeed  it  were  not  the  immediate 


occasion,  of  very  alarming  riots, 
attended  with  extensive  destruc- 
tion of  property  at  Birmingham, 
an  account  of  which  will  be  given 
in  the  succeeding  chapter.  In 
consequence  of  these  lamentable 
occurrences,  and  the  highly  excited 
state  of  the  northern  districts  of 
the  kingdom,  lord  J.  Russell  lost 
no  time  in  announcing,  the  22d  of 
July,  his  intention  of  taking  the 
requisite  precautions  for  securing 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  by 
placing  at  the  hands  of  the  magis« 
trates  a  better  organised  constitu. 
tional  force  for  putting  the  law 
into  execution,  and  providing  suffi- 
cient military  means  to  support  them 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
On  the  23d  of  July,  he  moved  a 
resolution  to  authorise  the  treasury 
to  advance  10,000/.  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  an  efficient  police 
force  at  Birmingham,  which  was 
to  be  repaid  out  of  the  rates  to  be 
levied  on  the  said  town.  The 
noble  lord  observed,  in  explanation 
of  this  resolution,  that  there  were 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  imme« 
diate  organization  of  such  a  force^ 
on  account  of  the  excited  state  of 
Birmingham,  and  from  the  ques- 
tion lately  raised  in  Manchester 
with  regard  to  the  corporation, 
which  might  make  it  uncertain 
whether  the  municipal  body  of 
Birmingham  possessed  the  power 
to  impose  a  rate  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  police.  He  therefore 
proposed,  as  the  object  was  one  of 
general  interest,  that  the  state 
should  interfere  so  far  as  to  ad- 
vance certain  funds  which  the  town 
would  afterwards  repay.  This 
would  not  be  a  vote  of  supply,  hut 
a  vote  forming  the  foundation  of  a 
bill,  which  should  provide  for  the 
recovery  of  the  money  by  a  rate 
on  the  borough,  to  be  imposed  if 
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act  of  parliament,  and  therefore  regiments  from  739  to  800  men. 

totally  irrespective  of  the  authority  The  present  proposal,  he  said^  was 

of  the  corporation.    The  resolu-  rendered  necessary  hy  the  constant 

tion  was  carried^  and  a  hill  brought  applications  for  military  aid  in  the 

in,  which  was  finally  made  law.  northern  quarters  of  the  kingdom. 

Similar  bills>  with  the  exception  of  at  a  time  when  the  political  situa- 

the  advance  of   funds    from   the  tion    of  our    colonies   made   any 

treasury,  were  subsequently  applied  diminution  of  the  troops  in  those 

to  Manchester  and  Bolton,  to  re-  regions  absolutely  impoaiible.     On 

main  in  force  until  the  power  of  the  msdEing  the  present  motion    lard 

civil  functionaries  to  raise  a  rate  John  Russell  observed^    that   the 

should  be  determined.     A  bill  was  grievances  alleged  by   those  mis- 

also  passed  with  the  same  inten-  guided  persons,  whose  prooeedings 

tion,  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  had  made  the  present    measures 

justices  of  the  peace  for  appointing  necessary,  were  upon    their  own 

county  and  district  constables,  and  shewing  beyond  the  reach  of  any 

charging  the  expenses  of  their  pay-  legislative  remedy.     It   was  not 

ment  upon  the  several  districts  to  against    any    particular     political 

which  they  might  be  nominated,  arrangement,  but  against  the  actual 

It  was  not,  however*  intended  that  constitution  of  society  itself  that 

the  measure  should  be  universally  their  murmurs  were  in  fact  directed* 

imperative ;  but  justices  in  quarter  It  was  urged,  that  the  social  ijstem 


sessions  were  authorised  to  report  to    in  which  they  lived,  did  not  afford 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  necessity    them  what  Uiey  considered  to  be 


of  an  additional  appointmentofcon-i  an    equitable    proportion    of  the 

stableS)  wherever  the  circumstances  means  of  enjoyment  and  subsist- 

of  their  district  should  call  for  such  ence,  and  thus  they  were  kd  to 

an  augmentation,  in  a  proportion^  hope  that  an  aheratioa  of  the  kw 

however,  notexceedingoneforevery  would  brina  about  some  new  state 

1000  of  the  population.    The  ma-  of  society,  by  which  their  happi- 

gistrates  would  create  at  the  same  ness  would  be  encreased,  and  their 

time  one  or  more  chief  constables  grievances  redressed.     Bat»  ooB' 

of  the  county,  with  whom  should  tinned  the  noble  lord,  no  partial 

rest  the  nomination  of  petty  con«  law— nay,  not  any  violent  xendn* 

stables  and  a  deputy;  and  a  fur-  tion  in  the  frame  oif  English 


ther  enactment  forbad  any  consta-  would  ever  effect  an  improrcawBt 

hie  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  in  their  condition;  andthemneeoiu 

from  voting  at  an  election,  or  ex-  vulsion,  while  it  destroyed  the  pee- 

ercising  any    other    employment,  perty  and  means  of  the  rich,  wonU 

The  whole  system  was  to  be  re<«  act  still  more  fatally  upon  tba  ie« 

gulated  by  directions  issued  from  sources  and  welfare  of  the  poor, 

the  home  office,  for  the  sake  of  whose  only  chance  of  cmiafott  do* 

general  uniformity.  pended  upon  the  deyoilon  of  kige 

In  pursuance  of  a  notice  pre*  funds  to  the  employment  of  labour, 

viously  given,  lord  John  Russell,  in  consequence  of  there  boiiig  in  thk 

moreover,  moved,  on  the  2d  of  country  an  unusual  artifikad  qoan* 

August,  that  an  addition  of  5,000  tity  of  capital,  from  the  geoaraloon« 

men  should  be  made  to  the  present  fidence  in  the  secority  of  our  insti- 

military    establishment,    by    en«  tutions,  and  the  civiliaafcion  whidi 

creasing  the  forces  of  our  infantry  has  be^  the  growth  of  omlnTko 
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of  free  and  stable  goYernmetit. 
The  remaining  portion  of  thespeech 
of  the  noble  lord  was  equally  well 
deserving  attention ;  and  a  rather 
interesting  discussion  arose  on  this 
occasion,  as  had  recently  been  not 
unfrequently  the  case  in  the  house 
of  commons,  on  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  classes,  and  especially  of 
those  who  were  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing pursuits,  but  we  regret 
that  our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  analyiit. 
After  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Hume, 
which  was  not  ^uccetsful,  the 
house  went  into  committee,  and  a 
vote  was  carried  of  75,OOOA  for  the 
encrease  of  the  army, 

It  was  not  untU  the  unusually 
protracted  period  of  the  5th  of 
July  that  tne  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  at  length  brought  for- 
ward his  Usual  financial  statement. 
Hie  house  was  then  in  committee 
on  the  post-office  acts,  and  Mr. 
Spring  Rice  was  induced  to  select 
the  occasion  of  his  moving  a  reso- 
lution affecting  an  important  re* 
duction  of  post-office  duties,  as  a 
convenient  moment  for  exposing 
the  present  financial  situation  of 
the  country,  in  order  that  the 
house  might  come  to  an  opinion 
upon  the  expediency  of  incurring 
the  hazard  contingent  upon  the,  at 
least  temporary,  sacrifice  of  so  con^ 
lideraUe  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
as  would  be  involved  in  such  a 


proceeding.  After  femmding  ike 
committee,  that,  instead  of  at* 
tempting  to  out  down  expenditure, 
it  had  lately  become  the  practioe 
of  the  Opposition  to  propose  aa 
increase  in  the  estimates  and  grants 
of  money  for  various  purpaKsi» 
Mr.  Rice  dwelt  for  some  time 
upon  the  augmentation  of  outing 
required  for  brining  several  re^ 
formsn-s-poor-rlaw,  mspection  of  fac-. 
tories,  and  acceleration  of  maib— 
into  operation,  and  the  right  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  the  main 
business  of  the  evening. 

He  first  called  attention  to  an 
increase  in  the  estimates  for  the 
army,  navy,  and  mrdinanee,  for  the 
current  year>  over  the  estimates 
for  the  year  ending  with  the  5th  of 
April  last.  In  1838  the  estimate 
for  the  army  was  6>d22,00(M.  In 
1839,  6,563,000^  For  the  navr, 
in  1838  it  was  4,811,000^;  w 
1839,5,197.0002.  Theordinanoe 
estimate  in  1838  was,  1,546,0004, 
whereas  in  1839  it  amounted  to 
1,732,0004;  the  total  exam 
therefore  was  812,00M.,  and  this 
without  taking  into  account  any 
extraordinary  outlay  in  Canada* 
On  all  the  departments,  the  in- 
creased estimates  amounted  to 
963,2204 

Mr.  Rice  then  went  on  to  com- 
pare his  estimates  of  income  and 
expenditure  with  the  results. 


The  Customs  estimated  at 
Excise 
Stamps 
Taxes 
Post-Office 
Miscellaneous 


••• 


••• 


«•• 


••• 


•t« 


•«• 


••• 


«.• 


£20,795,000  yielded  £21,210,000 

13,902,000  ...  13,729,000 

7,001,000  ...  7.043.000 

3,654,000  ...  3,700,000 

1,688,000  ...  1,674,000 

279,000  ...  474,000 


47,269,000 


47,830,000 


The  excess  of  receipts  therefore    tioned  that  the  increase  in   the 
Wa9  HQlflQOL     Mr.  Rice  men-    miscellaneous  was  owing  to  a  re« 
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payment  of  money  advanced  to  the 
Canadian  treasury.  The  duties  on 
foreign  com,  which  in  1837  were 
306,860/.,  in  the  last  year  brought 
no  more  than  146,000/. 


The  expenditure  had  however 
considerably  exceeded  the  esti- 
mates, in  consequence  mainly  of 
the  war  in  Canada. 


Estimated  interest  on  the  Pub- 

lic Debt 

••• 

£29,350,000 

Actual  disbursement 

••• 

•••         •#• 

•t* 

£  29,427,000 

Other  charges  on  Consolidated 

Fund 

2,400,000 

2,383,000 

Army       •••         .,• 

6,322,000 

7,201,000 

Navy        

4,811,000 

4,690,000 

Ordnance 

1,546,000 

1,381,000 

Miscellaneous 

2,545,000 
46,974,000 

2,678,000 
47,760,000 

The  excess  of  expenditure  was  therefore  786,636/. 

Mr.  Rice  had  apprehended   in     ^nd  this  considerable  sum  would 


the  last  year  a  deficiency  in  the 
balance  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  206,000/.,  it  had  however 
reached  in  fact  430,000/.,  involv- 
ing an  amount  of  miscalculation  of 
no  more  than  224,000/.  Mr.  Rice 
here  entered  into  a  variety  of  de- 
tails,  showing  upon  what  items  of 
revenue  there  had  been  an  excess 
or  a  diminution  of  receipts.    After 


have  been  much  larger  had  not 
the  comparatively  tranquil  state  of 
Ireland  enabled  the  government  to 
transfer  a  part  of  the  military  sta- 
tioned in  that  country  to  Canada. 
As,  however,  there  was  every  rea- 
son for  hoping  that  this  expendi- 
ture had  arisen  out  of  circurastan- 
ces  of  a  merely  temporary  character, 
Mr.   Rice  did  not  think  himself 


this  he  stated  the  cost  of  the  opera-    justified  in  laying  a    permanent 
tions  in  Canada.     In   the  years    charge  on  that  account  upon  the 


1837-8,  and  1838-9,  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  was  947,000/. 
A  vote  for  500,000/.  had  been 
taken  as  the  account,  leaving 
447,000/.  to  be  provided  for,  the 


country,  but  to  meet  the  defiaeocy 
by  a  vote  of  exchequer  bills  on  a 
subsequent  occasion  in  the  natme 
of  a  vote  of  credit. 

The  estimated  income  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  current  year  weie 


amount  required  for  the  present 

year,    including    the   balance    of    then  stated  by  Mr.  Rice, 

447,000/.   would   be   1,053,000/. 


Estimated 

Inc< 

>me. 

Customs    ... 

•*• 

•  •  • 

••• 

£21,500,000 

Excise       ••• 

t.« 

••• 

•  • 

13,845^000 

Stamps     ... 

•«• 

••• 

«•# 

7,054,000 

Taxes 

.*• 

••t 

••• 

3.694,000 

Post-OflSce 

•  •  • 

••• 

.•• 

1,585,000 

Miscellaneous 

«.t 

••• 

•*# 

250,000 

Crown  Lands 

••. 

tt« 

•t* 

200,000 

Total 

£48,129,000 
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Estimated  Esipenditure. 


Interest  of  Debt    •#• 

•#• 

•••. 

£  29,443,000 

Consolidated  Fund 

••• 

••• 

2,400,000 

Army         •••         ••• 

••• 

••• 

6,563,000 

Navy          •••         ••• 

•  •  J 

••• 

5,197,000 

Ordnance 

••• 

••• 

1,733,000 

Miscellaneous 

••• 

••• 

2,652,000 

~  £47,988,000 

Surplus  of  Income 

••• 

140^000 

In  this  estimate,  however,  no  pedient  would  involve  less  loss  to 

account  was  taken  of  the  1,053,000/.  the  revenue.     Mr,  Rice  therefore 

required    for    Canada    over    the  would  ask  the  committee  to  pledge 

500,000/.  voted  last  year.  itself  to  one  uniform  rate  of  a 

The  Chancellor  took  a  cheerful  Penny   at  and    under    a    weight 

view  of  the  commercial  prospects  hereafter  to  be  fixed,  but  as  to  the 

of  the  country,  and  referred  to  the  mode  of  carrying  out  the  principle, 

increase  of  exports  for  the  present  as  by  stamped  covers  and  prepay^ 

year  over  those  of    1838,   as  a  ment,  these  and  other  matters  of 

symptom  of  returning  prosperity,  detail  would  be  reserved.   General 

The  amount  of   deposits  in   the  franking  ought    of  course  to  be 

savings  banks  had  also  very  much  abolish^,  and  with  regard  to  offi* 

risen,  notwithstanding  the  insub-  cial  franking  it  would    probably 

ordination  of  the   Chartists,  and  greatly  conduce  to    economy    to 

the  attempts  which  had  been  made  make  every  department  pay  its  own 

to  create  a  run  upon  the  banks.  postages.     Mr.  Rice  concluded  by 

Mr.  Rice  then  explained  the  moving  a  resolution- 
course  which  he  intended  to  take  '*  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce 
with  respect  to  the  post  office.  In  the  postage  charged  on  letters  to 
the  present  state  of  the  revenue  he  one  uniform  rate  of  one  penny, 
could  not  make  a  proposition  which  charged  upon  every  letter  of  a 
would  affect  to  lose  a  portion  of  weight  to  be  hereafter  fixed  by 
the  receipts  without  the  guarantee  law  ;  parliamentary  privileges  of 
of  parliament  to  make  good  any  franking  being  abolished,  and  offi- 
resulting  deficiency.  If  the  reso-  cial  franking  strictly  regulated, 
lution  he  was  about  to  propose  This  house  pledging  itself  at  the 
were  agreed  upon,  he  should  then  same  time,  to  make  good  any  defi- 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  ciency  of  revenue  which  may  be 
founded  upon  the  resolution,  and  occasioned  by  such  an  altera* 
Mr.  Rice  was  at  pains  to  explain  tion  in  the  rates  of  the  existing 
that  this  would  be  a  better  mode  duties." 

of  proceeding  than  by  bill  alone.  Mr.  Goulbum  observed  that  he 
Although  the  committee  had  re-  felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  to 
commended  a  Twopenny  postage,  enter  at  all  into  a  statement  made 
he  intended  to  propose  a  Penny  upon  a  resolution  which  had  really 
rate,  because  he  had  been  convinced  no  reference  whatever  to  the  sub- 
by  the  arguments  and  evidence  of  ject.  It  would  have  given  him 
the  committee  that  the  latter  ex-  much  more  satisfaction  were  he 
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called  upon  to  deal  with  a  vote  in 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means 
for  the  Exchequer  bills  with  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  proposed 
to  make  up  his  deficit.  Mr.  Goul- 
burn  found  no  fault  with  the  esti- 
mates of  receipt  and  expenditure^ 
but  he  characterized  in  terms  of 
strong  disapprobation  the  practice 
adopted  by  the  chancellor  of  so 
frequently  issuing  exchequer  bills^ 
and  encumbering  himself  from  year 
to  vear  with  a  mass  of  unfunded 
debt  in  the  hope  that  the  deficiency 
would  not  be  permanent  With 
regard  to  the  more  immediate  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  he  observed  that, 
however  favourable  he  might  be 
to  the  alterations  contemplated  in 
the  post-office^  the  placing  in  ha- 
zard of  a  clear  annual  revenue  in 
the  present  state  of  the  finances,  of 
1,500,000/.  free  from  doubt  and 
fluctuation,  was  a  matter  for  very 
important  consideration.  In  order 
to  meet  this  objection  a  pledge  had 
been  introduced  into  the  resolu- 
tion, which  went  lo  bind  the  par- 
liament in  general  terms  to  make 
good  any  diminution  of  revenue 
which  the  projected  experiment 
might  occasion.  Mr.  Goulburn, 
however,  had  no  confidence  what- 
ever that  the  house  would  eventu- 
ally abide  by  such  a  vague  engage- 
men  t*  and  although  he  would  not 
at  that  moment  oppose  the  resolu- 
tion, he  reserved  the  power  of  re- 
sisting any  part  of  the  proceed- 
ing, if  on  further  examination  he 
should  discover  any  objections,  or 
find  no  adequate  provision  made 
for  a  falling-ofF  of  the  national 
income. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  better  to  run  the 
risk  without  the  pledge,  especially 
when  the  guarantee  was  so  very 
indefinite  as  that  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  give.     The  hou6e> 


however^  he  thought,  was  running 
a  very  serious  risk — the  calculations 
upon  which  a  large  revenue  was 
anticipated  from  a  reduced  rate 
were  very  uncertain — neither  lord 
Lichfield  nor  colonel  Maberly  ap- 
proved of  the  experiment— and  he 
hoped  that  time  would  be  given 
for  maturer  consideration  before 
the  house  became  definitively  com- 
mitted. He  should  consider  him- 
self at  liberty  on  a  future  occasion 
to  meet  with  a  negative  the  two 
propositions  into  wnich  the  reso^ 
lution  branched. 

1st.  Whether  the  state  of  the 
public  finances  was  such  as  to  jus. 
tify  the  house  in  incurring  the 
hazard  of  the  loss  of  more  than 
one  million  of  the  public  revenue? 
2nd.  If  so^  whether  the  house 
were  prepared  to  take  the  eoBse- 
quences  of  such  a  step  and  to  in- 
cur the  responsibility  of  siving  the 
unexampled  precedent  ot  fettering 
parliament  by  a  pledge  to  make  up 
an  uncertain  deficiency  ranffing 
over  an  indefinite  perioa  of  tmie. 
Su:  R.  Peel  then  stated  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  Mr.  Rice^  thai 
he  should  be  prepared  to  take  tha 
discussion  upon  the  report  of  the 
resolution,  provided  an  earlv  day 
were  nameid^  and  the  bill  was 
strictly  in  accordance  with  it* 

After  several  ohservationa  from 
other  hon.  members  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divisioSi 

On  the  12th  of  July,  when  ths 
order  of  the  day  was  read  lor  vt- 
ceiving  the  report  of  a  comndttsa 
on  the  Postage  Acts^  Mr.  Oook 
bum  rose  for  the  punpose  of  pRM 
posing  a  series  of  resolutions  to  ba 
substituted  for  the  report  of  wbich 
the  following  presents  the  eflhet* 

'*  That  with  a  deficiencj  of  re- 
venue during  the  three  yean  end- 
ing on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1840, 
of  not  less  than  l,860,987i:  U  is 
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not  expedient  to  adopt  any  mea-  succeeded  the  chancellor  of  ihe 

sure  for   reducing    the   rates  of  exchequer,  was  the  haxard  thef 

postage  on  mland  letters,  to  an  were,  about  to  run  upon  a  diminu*^ 

uniform  rate  of  one  penny  (there-  tion  of  the  revenue  amounting  to 

by  incurring  the  risk  of  a  great  nearly    1,000,000/.      There 


present  loss  to  the  revenue,)  at  a  been  a  deficiency  in  1837,  another 

period  of  the  session  so  advanced,  in  1838,  and  a  still  larger  fallingi- 

that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  give  off  in  1839,  and  yet  a  proposal  waa 

to  the  details  of  such  a  measure,  now  made  to  incur  the  ohanoe  of 

and  to  tiie  important  financial  con-  a  further  loss  of  1,500,000/.    Waa 

siderations  connected  with  it,  that  it  only  necessary  to  nuse  an  outcry 

deliberate  attention    which    they  for  the  abolition  of  some  partioukr 

ought  to  recdve  from  parliament.'^  tax,  to  have  it  taken  off,  with  » 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  pledge  that  parliament  would  make 

the  diancelldr  of  the  exchequer,  good  the  defalcation  ?     This  waa 

who  observed  that  it  had  appa.  just  the  course  pursued  by  the  na». 

rently  fallen  out  of  the  recollection  tional  assembly  of  France  |   ihey 

of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  repealed  every  obnoxious  impost, 

he  bad  only  asked  the  house  to  and  placed  the  deficiency  under 

put  the  treasury  in  a  situation  in  the  safeguard  of  the  natumal  ho* 

which  they  could  make  at  the  ear-  nour,  repelling  with  indignatioii 

liest  possible   period   the  experi^  the  intimation,  that    the   pufalia 

ment  of  the  system  of  cheap  post-  credit  might   not  be  safo  uadec 

age^  an  experiment  which  he  dis-  such  protection* 

tinctly    stated   he    never    would  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  pur* 

adopt  without  the  express  approval  sued  sir  Robert,  sought  tp  bind 

of  parliament,  and  a  pledge  on  the  the  house  to  make  good  the  loss 

part  of  the  house  to  make  up  any  which  would  avowedly  ensue  upon 

deficiency  that  might  arise.     The  the  adoption  of  the  plan  in  ques- 

proposal  might  be  put  upon  trial  tion,  he  had  failed  to  name  the 

until  the  ensuing  session,  when  it  tax  he  had  in  contemplation.     In 

would  be  open  to  them  to  take  any  the  opinion,  however,  of  sir  Robert 

course  which  should  be  advisable.  Peel,  the  house  would  now  ];dedge 

If,  continued  Mr.  Rice,  any  mem-  itself,  in  case  of   the  resolution 

ber  chose  to  move  an  amendment  being  adopted,  to  a  property  tax ; 

for  a  speci6c  tax  of  any  kind,  he  and,  looking  at  the  state  of  the 

would  support   the  motion,    and  public  interests,  and  the  high  scaki 

accept  it  as  a  security  for  this  spe-  of  taxation  upon    articles  which 

dal  measure ;  but,  continued  the  were  the  elements  of  revenue  and 

right  hon.  gentleman,  it  would  be  great  consumption,  a  property  tax 

far  more  consistent    with    sound  might  possibly  be  the  wisest  to 

sense  and  practical  wisdom  to  ac-  which  in  such  an  event  they  could 

quiesce  in  the  general  engagement  resort.     But  would  the  house  do, 

than  it  would  be  to  adopt  the  con-  so  in  order  to  raise  one  or  two 

temponneous  imposition  of  a  tax  millions  of  money?    Was  it  not 

before  it  could  be  known  whether  better  to  leave  the  matter  unem* 

• 

there  would  be  a  deficiency  to  jus-  barrassed  by  parliamentary  pledgea,. 

tify  the  tax  or  not.  and  trust  to  the  general  sense  of 

The  capital    objection    to   the  that  assembly  to  take  such  a  course 

resolution,  said  or  R.  Feel,  who  as  the  public  wel£ue  might  re*. 
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quire?  On  these  grounds  he 
should  refuse  the  pledge.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  might,  if  he 
thought  proper^  throw  on  him  the 
odium  of  defeating  his  measure — 
for  that  he  cared  absolutely  no- 
thing; but  in  a  matter  of  such 
moment,  he  would  rather  relin- 
quish public  life,  and  that  arena 
in  which  he  had  combated  for 
thirty  years^  than  he  would  give 
his  consent  to  the  course  |of  pro* 
ceeding  now  proposed.  He  enter- 
tained no  objections  to  the  plan  in 
itself,  but  he  trusted  that  the  house, 
comparing  the  advantage  with  the 
disadvantage,  considering  that  this 
plan  was  first  opened  in  the  budget 
on  the  other  night,  and  that  they 
were  now  on  the  12th  of  July, 
discussing  a  mere  resolution,  and 
that  no  bill  on  the  subject  had  yet 
been  introduced,  remembering  also 
that  they  had  been  afforded  no 
means  of  consulting  their  consti- 
tuents^ and  then  bearing  in  mind 
the  many  important  points  of  detail 
which  would  remain  undecided, 
—-such  as  the  description  of  paper 
to  be  written  upon— -the  question 
involved  in  the  two  words  new  to 
the  language,  pre-payment  and 
post^paymenty  together  with  the 
consideration,  whether  the  mono- 
poly should  be  granted  to  any  sin- 
gle paper-maker,  he  trusted  the 
house  would  not  leave  these  mat- 
ters for  the  determination  of  any 
department  without  appeal  to  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  P.  Thomson  replied,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  answer  before- 
hand for  the  working  of  the  points 
last  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  any  more  than  they  could 
ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  defi- 
ciency. The  government  wanted 
no  more  than  an  opportunity  of 
trying  the  effects  of  the  measure, 
and^  afterwards,  when  they  saw 


their  way  more  clearly  than  they 
did  at  the  present  moment,  of  di« 
gesting  a  plan  to  be  laid  before 
parliament. 

Mr.  Warburton  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  ministerial  proposition. 

The  house  divided  upon  the  ori* 
ginal  question,  which  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  102;  the  ayes 
being  215,  and  the  noes  113. 

The  report  was  then  brought  up 
and  read.  On  the  question  that 
the  resolution  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  be  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  R.  Peel  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  omit  such  part  of  the  re- 
solution as  pledged  the  house  to 
supply  any  deficiency  of  the  reve* 
venue  occasioned  by  the  reduc* 
tion. 

After  a  few  words  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the 
house  divided  on  the  original  mo* 
tion,  when  the  ayes  were  184; 
noes  125;  majority  59.  Report 
agreed  to. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  S.  Rice  brought  in  a 
biUi  intituled  '^  An  act  for  the  fur- 
ther regulation  of  the  duties  oii 
postage,  until  the  5th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1840.'*  It  was  read  a  second 
time  without  a  division,  on  the  22d 
of  the  same  month,  and  passed  on 
the  29th. 

Lord  Melbourne  moved  the  se- 
cond reading  in  the  house  of  lords, 
on  the  5th  of  August  On  this 
occasion,  the  duke  of  Wellington 
severely  criticised  the  manner  and 
circumstances  under  which  the  pro- 
posed measure  had  been  brought 
forward,  in  the  face  of  a  deficiency 
of  a  million,  whichy  considering 
the  state  of  our  affiurs  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  would  probably  be 
very  greatly  augmented  in  the 
monthof  April,  1840.  There  was, 
moreover,  remarked  the  noUeduke, 
at  present  a  veiy  large  unfunded 
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debt  in  circulation,  far  greater  in- 
deed than  what  the  market  could 
bear,  for  the  interest  had  fallen 
and  was  still  falling,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  a  measure 
attended  with  great  convenience, 
not  only  to  the  government,  but  to 
the  country  at  large,  if,  at  that 
moment,  a  large  amount  of  those 
exchequer  bills  were  taken  out  of 
the  market  by  funding  them,  and 
thus  a  means  provided  of  mak- 
ing up  by  the  year  1840,  for  some 
part  of  Uie  loss  which  it  was  clear 
must  exist  by  that  time. 

But,  my  lords,  continued  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  notwithstand- 
ing that  I  feel  so  little  confidence 
in  this  measure,  and  can  never 
cease  to  lament  that  it  should  ever 
have  been  adopted,  nevertheless, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  I 
earnestly  entreat  you  to  pass  it. 
It  is  a  measure  that  has  been  most 
anxiously  expected  by  the  country, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  is  one  on 
which  there  rests  many  and  even 
increasing  misgivings ;  but  your 
lordships  should  bear  in  mind,  that 
there  is  not  one  clause  in  this  bill 
upon  which  you  can  make  an 
amendment,  or  give  a  vote  ex- 
cept in  the  negative  or  affirma- 
tive, without  committing  a  breach 
of  those  conventional  rules  which 
have  been  established  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  between  your- 
selves and  the  house  of  commons. 
I  shall,  although  with  great  re- 
luctance, vote  for  the  bill,  and  I 
recommend  you  to  do  likewise. 
Several  other  noble  lords  delivered 
their  opinions,  which  were  for  the 
most  part  favourable  to  the  govern- 
ment proposition,  and  the  bill  was 
then  read  a  second  time,  and  sub- 
sequently became  law  without  fur- 
ther opposition* 

In  consequence  of  the  financial 

Vql.  i,xxxr. 


difficulties  that  oppressed  the  com- 
merce of  this  country,  the  Bank  of 
England  was  led  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  with  that  of  France, 
which  was,  of  course,  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  great  diversity  of  opinions 
in  the  mercantile  world.  The 
transaction  in  question  was,  it  ap- 
pears, of  the  following  nature.  Fif- 
teen of  the  principal  banking-houses 
in  Paris,  agreed  to  accept  for  a 
commission  of  ^  per  cent.,  in  equal 
proportions,  bills  drawn  from  Lon- 
don by  the  firm  of  Baring  Brothers, 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  account 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  the 
amount  of  2,000,000/.  sterling. 
The  bills  were  to  be  discounted  at 
the  Bank  of  France,  the  Bank  of 
England  agreeing  to  deposit  in  its 
hands  English  securities  to  the 
same  amount.  This  proceeding 
had  in  the  eyes  of  some  persons  a 
tendency  to  lower  the  character 
of  the  important  institution  with 
which  it  had  originated,  and  it 
was  maintained  that  the  effi^t 
would  be,  to  cause  still  more  serious 
monetary  embarrassments,  while  it 
could  not  fail  to  entail  upon  the 
bank  very  heavy  expenses  by  the 
time  that  the  crisis  was  over ;  and 
the  funds  had  to  be  remitted  back 
to  this  country.  Other  authorities, 
however,  believed  the  plan  to  be  a 
perfectly  safe  one,  and  calculated, 
moreover,  to  affiord  an  additional 
proof  that  the  rivalry  between  the 
two  nations  was*  every  day  dying 
away,  and  to  give  a  guarantee  the 
more  in  favour  of  the  continuance 
of  peace* 

At  about  the  same  period  the 
bank  directors,  who  had  a  few 
weeks  before  raised  the  rate  of 
discount  to  67  per  cent.,  issued  a 
second  intimation^  dated  August 
1st,  declaring  that  the  interest  on 
bills  of  exchange  and  notes  dis- 


290]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1839. 


counted  should  be  6  per  cent,  per 
annum  from  that  day,  a  step  which 
like  all  measures  taken  in  the  un- 
certain province  of  finance,  under- 
went the  usual  diversity  of  adverse 
and  favourable  comment. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
the  course  of   the  discussion    on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Postage 
Bill,  the  duke  of  Wellington  in 
his  remarks  on  the  fiscal  situation 
of  the  nation,  recommended  minis- 
ters to  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
floating  debt,  under  the  pressure  of 
which  the  market  had  been  labour- 
ing, by   funding   exchequer  bills. 
To  this  suggestion   of  the  noble 
duke  we  may  trace  in  all  proba- 
bility the  notice  dated  from  the 
Treasury  chambers,  which  appear- 
ed on  the   12th  of  August,   and 
rather  took  by  surprise  the  monied 
interests.     In  the  instrument  in 
question,  the  viscount  Melbourne 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, made  public  their  determina- 
tion,   subject   to  the  approval   of 
parliament,  to  effect  the   funding 
of  four  millions  of  exchequer  bills 
in  3  per  cent,  consolidated  annui- 
ties, and  intimated  that  all  persons 
desirous  of  contracting  for  the  said 
amount  of  bills  now  outstanding, 
dated  in  the  months  of  March  and 
June  last,   charged   on   aids  and 
supplies,    might    deliver  in    pro- 
posals in  sealed  tenders  on  Friday, 
the  16th  instant,. at  the  Treasury 
chambers,  at  10  o'clock,  a.m.,  con- 
taining the  terms  on  which  they 
were  willing  to  enter  into  the  pro- 
posed contract. 

After  setting  forth  several  regu- 
lations relating  to  the  manner  of 
paying  in  the  deposits  and  instal- 
ments, and  the  date  at  which  the 
interest  would  become  payable,  the 
same  document  went  on  to  declare, 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  bidding, 


the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
would  lay  upon  the  table,  pre- 
viously to  opening  the  tenders,  a 
sealed  paper  containing  the  greatest 
amount  of  stock  that  the  govern- 
ment would  feel  justified  in  allow- 
ing, and  in  the  event  of  the  amount 
demanded  exceeding  the  quantity 
specified  in  the  sealed  packets,  the 
paper  would,  in  that  case,  be  opened, 
and  the  amount  of  stock  declared ; 
and  in  reply  to  a  letter  subse- 
quently addressed  by  Mr.  Roths- 
child to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, that  gentleman  explained 
that  tenders  would  be  received  for 
the  whole  amount,  or  any  sum  not 
less  than  500,000^  The  treasury 
would  give  preference  successively 
to  the  tenders  above  the  price 
in  the  sealed  paper,  and  if  tlie 
amount  tendered  exceeded  the 
four  millions,  the  excesa  would 
be  struck  off  the  least  advan- 
tageous offer. 

In  accordance  with  the  above 
notice,  several  bidders  attended  on 
Friday  morning,  when  the  follow- 
ing tenders  were  given  in  !— 1st, 
one  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  offering  to  take  109/.  5^. 
2d.,  three  per  cent,  consols  for 
every  100/.  exchequer  bills  ]  2nd, 
Messrs.  Rothschild  demanded  llOiL 
lis.  6d.  for  every  100/.  in  bUls ; 
3rd,  on  the  part  of  the  commercial 
bank  of  Scotland,  Mr.  Paul  made 
a  proposal  to  accept  for  every  100/. 
exchequer  bills  111/,  consols.  Of 
these,  the  only  one  accepted  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
it  appeared  had  fixed  the  mhnimum 
at  110/.,  was  that  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  this  went  only  to  the 
extent  of  500,000/.  By  the  con- 
tract thus  concluded,  it  should 
seem  that  the  bank  had  purchased 
the  amount  of  consols  in  question 
at  about  91  §  per  cent.,  as  will  be 
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seen  by  the  Btatement  we  have 
subjoined.* 

Mr.  Rice  is  represented  as  having 
displayed  in  the  course  of  this  ne- 
gotiation considerable  agitation  of 
manner ;  and,  indeed,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  event  of  the 
negotiations  did  not  confer  much 
credit  on  his  plan  of  limiting  his 
transactions  to  the  wholesale  dealers 
in  exchequer  bills,  and  departing 
from  the  method  sanctioned  by 
former  precedents  at  the  treasury, 
by  declining  to  name  beforehand 
the  maximum  of  stock  to  be  given 
in  exchange.  In  consequence  of 
this  failure,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  his  high  ground,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  17  th  inst.,  it  was 
understood  that  subscriptions  even 
of  1,000/.  would  not  be  objected  to, 
and  the  price  declared  on  the 
opening  of  the  tenders  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  was  fixed  for  the  terms 
of  the  conversion. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the 
same  evening,  Mr.  Rice  entered 
into  an  explanation  of  the  measures 
he  had  taken,  and  defended  the 
principle  of  his  late  financial  ope- 
rations upon  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Huskisson.  Before  Friday  next, 
additional  offers  of  2,500,000/. 
would  probably  be  made,  the  re- 
maining million  he  did  not  expect 
to  procure.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  proceeded  to  move 
resolutions,  preliminary  to  a  bill 
for  carrying  the  plan  into  effect. 

The  bill  was  brought  in;  and 
on  the  22d  of  August,  the  chan- 
cellor moved  that  it  **be  com- 
mitted. On  this  occasion  he 
announced,  that  the  good  fortune 
of  his  project  had  gone  far  beyond 


his  expectation.  According  to 
Mr.  Rice,  the  day  following  the 
one  on  which  the  subscriptions 
were  opened  was  very  gloomy  and 
rainy,  and  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man explained  to  the  house,  we 
suppose  in  good  faith,  that  the  state 
of  the  barometer  and  the  appear, 
ances  of  the  weather  had  a  very 
material  influence  upon  large  pe- 
cuniary transactions  in  the  city. 
The  subscriptions  looked  as  lower- 
ing as  the  heavens — they  fell  with 
the  mercury — and  the  amount  was 
no  more  than  118,500/.  From 
atmospheric  influence,  however,  of 
a  more  genial  character,  or  causes 
of  another  nature,  they  had  risen 
rapidly  the  next  day,  and  in  the 
course  of  that  on  which  he  was 
now  speaking,  the  whole  remain- 
ing sum  had  been  reduced  to 
279,000/.  Mr.  Rice  then  went  on 
to  congratulate  the  house  on  the 
success  of  his  experiment.  The 
saving  of  money  was  not  the  only 
consideration — the  measure  had 
been  effected  at  a  period  when 
money  was  very  scarce-^when  the 
bank  had  raised  the  rate  of  dis- 
count^when  the  interest  upon 
loans  had  mounted  to  an  almost 
unexampled  extent  —  and,  under 
these  circumstances,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  there  had  ever  before 
been  an  instance  of  a  financial  ope- 
ration which  brought  to  so  severe 
a  test  the  public  credit  of  the 
country.  In  spite  of  every  disad- 
vantage, the  funding  of  4,000,000^. 
exchequer  bills  had  been  completed 
at  the  rate  of  about  3/.  6s,  Od,  per 
cent.,  and  he  would  venture  to 
say  that  there  was  no  hon.  gen- 
tleman  present  who  would  have 


•To  1,000/.  exch.  bill    ^fljOOO    0    0 
Premium  12  per  cent.  6    0    0 

Bale  1    2    8 


o£l,007    2    8 


Byl,092/.ll«.8</.at91f  o£l,001    0    2 
Discount  upon  payment  6    2    6 


of  1,007  2    8 


CU2] 
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anticipated  a  priori  sd  favourable 
a  result. 

When  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer had  brought  to  a  close  his 
own  eulogium,  Mr.  Hume,  not 
impertinently,  wished  to  know 
what  would  be  the  amount  added 
to  the  permanent  debt  of  the 
country  by  this  operation,  the 
amount  of  bills  to  be  issued  in 
order  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
the  current  year,  together  with 
the  amount  in  present  circulation 
for  public  works  ? 

Mr.  Rice  was  not  able  to  answer 
offhand  the  questions  ofthe  inexora- 
ble member  for  Kilkenny;  he  stated, 
however,  with  regard  to  the  bills 
now  outstanding  for  public  works, 
that  they  were  reduced  on  the  5th 
of  April  to  195,000/.,  and  had  since 
undergone  a  further  diminution. 

The  deliberative  labours  of  the 
house  of  lords  were  brought  to  an 
end  in  a  long  and  most  animated 
discussion  on  a  motion,  made,  on 
the  24th  of  August,  by  lord  Lynd- 
hurst  for  "  a  return  of  all  bills  that 
had  arrived  from  the  house  of 
commons  since  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  with  the  dates  at 
which  they  were  brought  up." 
After  directing  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  fate  of  four 
important  subjects— the  Irish  mu- 
nicipal corporations,  the  affairs  of 
Canada,  the  recommendations  of 
the  ecclesiastical  commissioners, 
and  the  administration  of  justice— 
to  which  their  especial  attention 
had  been  directed  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  went  on  to  pass  under 
a  most  searching  review  the  whole 
parliamentary  conduct  of  ministers 
in  the  course  ofthe  expiring  session. 
We  can  only  allude  to  the  more 
striking  passages  of  this  able  and 
elaborate  performance. 

The  noble  lord  gave  the  follow- 


ing history  of  the  household  ques- 
tion. Her  majesty's  ministers,  he 
said,  tendered  their  resignations, 
which  were  accepted,  and  they 
declared  that  they  held  office  only 
until  their  successors  could  be 
appointed.  Communications  then 
took  place  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing another  administration,  and, 
pending  those  proceedings,  the 
ministers  who  held  office  only  until 
the  appointment  of  their  successors 
could  be  arranged,  interposed  in 
those  negotiations*  advised  her 
majesty,  directed  notes,  took  part 
in  the  transaction,  and  were  them- 
selves the  advisers  of  the  crown 
upon  the  appointment  of  their 
opponents.  The  outgoing  adminis- 
tration actually  carried  on  the 
negotiation  with  their  successors ; 
and  the  result  was  this,  that  the 
cabinet  whose  resignations  had  been 
just  accepted,  advised  her  majesty 
to  reinstate  them  in  their  office: 
for  that  was  the  constitutional 
inference  of  the  conduct  they  had 
pursued.  A  proceeding  like  to 
that  had  never  before  taken  place, 
and  he  trusted  in  God  it  would 
never  occur,  under  any  circum- 
stances again.  After  alluding  to 
the  "  shabby"  expedient  of  making 
the  ballot  an  open  question,  in  order 
to  recal  the  members  who  had 
deserted  them  on  the  first  Jamaica 
bill,  and  glancing  contemptuously 
at  the  "flight  of  bill^  the 
01  voXXoi  of  legislation,  which  had 
come  up  to  their  house  in  the 
month  of  August,  the  noble  lord 
adverted  to  the  recent  police  acts. 
These  had  become  necessary  in 
consequence  of  disturbances  for 
which  ministers  were  deeply  an- 
swerable. It  was  they  who  first 
aroused  the  people;  it  was  they 
who  first  sent  forth  the  watchword, 
''  Agitate,  agitate,  agitate !"  and 
they  it  wa9  who  were  responsible 
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for  the  consequences  that  had  fol- 
lowed. Agitation  was  convenient 
to  place  them  in  power ;  agitation, 
up  to  a  certain  point,  was  necessary 
to  maintain  them  there ;  but  they 
wished  the  flood  to  go  so  far  and 
no  further,  and  that  there  the 
proud  waves  should  be  stayed.  In 
cases  of  this  kind,  however,  it  was 
much  easier  to  raise  these  tempests 
than  afterwards  to  check  or  direct 
them.  In  every  age  of  the  world 
the  same  course  of  proceeding  had 
taken  place.  Unprincipled  men 
made  use  of  the  multitude  for  their 
own  ambitious  purposes,  and  for 
the  attainment  of  their  own  per- 
sonal objects ;  they  rode  into  power 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people, 
and  then  it  became  inconvenient 
that  those  tumults  and  that  violence 
to  which  they  owed  their  elevation 
should  be  continued  3  then  it  be- 
came necessary  to  coerce  and  re- 
strain, and  then  the  deluded  follow- 
ers found  out,  for  the  first  time, 
the  duplicity  and  unworthiness  of 
those  whom,  on  former  occasions^ 
they  eulogised  and  extolled. 

Lord  Melbourne  replied  to  the 
noble  lord  in  an  effective  speech, 
and  met  the  invective  of  his  oppo- 
nent with  some  bitter  observations 
on  the  motives  and  public  esti- 
mation of  the  noble  and  learned 
baron.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, the  premier  maintained  a 
doctrine  with  regard  to  the  proper 
functions  of  a  government,  which, 
however  consistent  with  the  less 
pretending  principles  attributed  to 
the  opposite  party,  would  have 
sounded  rather  singularly  on  the 
lips  of  a  lord  high  treasurer  in  the 
culminating  hour  of  whig  pros- 
perity. It  was  rather  an  inglorious 
issue,  after  nine  adventurous  years, 
to  take  refuge  in  a  conclusion, 
with  which  some  belated  Tory 
might  probably  have  supplied  him 


at  the  commencement.  '*  I  appre- 
hend," said  the  noble  viscount, 
*'  that  although  many  bills  may  not 
have  been  passed  into  laws,  and 
many  more  may  have  been  left  un- 
considered, yet  it  could  not  he  said 
that  the  business  of  the  country 
was  left  unconducted,  because  the 
passing  of  laws  was  only  an  inci- 
dental duty  of  parliament.  The 
•principal  function  of  parliament 
was  to  consider  the  estimates,  to 
retrench  what  was  superfluous,  to 
correct  what  was  amiss,  and  to 
assist  the  crown  with  those  supplies 
and  subsidies  which  it  thinks  it 
necessary  to  aflbrd.  Therefore  it 
does  not  follow,  because  many  bills 
do  not  pass  in  a  session,  that  the 
business  of  the  country  is  not  vigo- 
rously and  eflSciently  conducted. 
When,  after  all,  noble  lords  look 
at  the  book  we  shall  have  com- 
piled— to  the  volume  of  acts  we 
shall  have  framed — they  will,  I 
dare  say,  find  it  sufficiently  bulky, 
and  probably  sufficiently  faulty 
in  its  nature  to  produce  an  addi- 
tional crop  of  statutes  in  the  next 
session."  Language  of  the  grossest 
kind  had  been  applied  by  the  noble 
baron  to  the  transactions  which 
had  grown  out  of  the  Jamaica  bill. 
He  used  the  word  "intrigue."  *'  I 
have  heard,"  said  lord  Melbourne, 
*'that  word  from  many  quarters; 
I  have  heard  other  mean,  base,  and 
vile  expressions  applied  to  the 
conduct  of  that  measure  through 
the  other  house.  I  utterly  deny 
and  repel  the  word.  I  say  that 
there  was  no  intrigue,  no  manage-" 
ment ;  neither  was  there  anything 
mean,  base,  or  perfidious  in  the 
whole  of  the  transactions  which 
then  took  place.  I  do  not  like  to 
be  betrayed  into  the  language  of 
strong  asseveration,  because  truth 
does  not  require  such  language; 
but  I  utterly  disclaim  the  impu« 
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tations  and  insinuations  thrown 
out  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
Lord  Melbourne's  answer  was 
followed  by  a  very  clever  speech 
from  lord  Brougham,  who  contend- 
ed that  the  country  would  not  ob- 
ject to  see  the  conservatives  restored 
to  office,  for  they  would,  of  course, 
be  compelled  to  grant  reforms,  and 
would  moreover  possess  the  power 
of  passing  measures  of  administra. 
tive  improvement,  which  the  pre- 
sent cabinet  had  neither  means  of 
carrying,  nor  the  will  to  introduce, 
therefore  it  was  that  you  now 
heard  said  of  these  men  what  had 
been  sometimes  spoken  of  whigs 
before, 

**  Whijfs  are  deceivers  ever ; 
One  foot  on  eea  and  one  on  shore. 
To  one  thing  constant  never." 

But  you  also  heard  what  had 
never  before  been  added, 

**  Sigh  not  so 
But  let  them  go!" 

The  duke  of  Wellington  assured 
lord  Melbourne  that  his  only  wish 
had  been  to  see  a  government  in 
the  country,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
noble  viscount  would  now  turn 
over  a  new  leaf,  and  really  govern 
the  country  in  future.  He  had  had 
some  little  experience  in  these  mat- 
ters; he  knew  something  about 
sj)eeches  from  the  throne ;  and  he 
would  now  beg  to  submit  to  the 
noble  viscount,  that  in  future,  be- 
fore he  submitted  a  list  of  mea- 
sures to  be  recommended  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  he  should 
consider  those  measures  well  be- 
fore he  inserted  them  in  the  speech 
that  he  should  prepare  those  mea- 
sures— that  he  should  be  ready  to 
introduce  them  into  parliament  the 
moment  that  parliament  met  after 
the  speech  was  delivered. 

The  27th  of  August  being  the 
day  appointed  for  the  prorogation 
of  parliament^  her  majesty  entered 


the  house  of  lords  escorted  by  her 
great  officers  of  state  for  that  pur. 
pose.  When  the  queen  had  taken 
her  seat,  the  Speaker  of  the  house 
of  commons  accompanied  by  seve* 
ral  members  presented  himself  at 
the  bar,  and  proceeded  to  address 
her  majesty.  After  alluding  to 
various  measures  which  had  occu- 
pied their  attention  during  a  most 
laborious  session^The  city  police 
bill — The  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  the  discipline  of  prisons — The 
bill  for  enabling  the  magistrates  to 
organize  a  constabulary  force  where- 
ever  it  might  be  called  for  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  district — The 
reduction  of  postage,  and  the  bill 
for  suppressing  the  Portuguese 
slave  trade,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  presenting 
two  bills  of  supply  to  which  he 
prayed  in  all  humility  her  majesty's 
assent. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  to 
several  bills,  and  the  lord  chancel- 
lor  then  presented  to  the  queen  the 
following  speech,  which  she  read 
in  her  usual  distinct  and  impres- 
sive manner. 

"  My  Lords  and  Genilemeti, 
''  The  public  business  having 
been  brought  to  a  close,  1  have  now 
to  perform  the  satisfactory  duty  of 
releasing  you  from  your  long  and 
laborious  attendance  in  parliament. 
*'  I  rejoice  that  a  definitive  treaty 
between  Holland  and  Belgium, 
negociated  by  the  mediation  of  the 
Five  Powers,  has  settled  the  dif- 
ferences between  those  two  coun- 
tries, and  has  secured  the  peace  of 
Europe  from  dangers  to  which  it 
had  so  long  been  exposed.  The 
same  concord  which  brought  these 
intricate  questions  to  a  peaceful 
termination  prevails  with  re^rd 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Levant.  The 
Fire  Powers  are  alike  determined 
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to  uphold  the  independence  and 
integrity  of  the  Ottoman  empire ; 
and  I  trust  that  this  union  will 
ensure  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
matters  which  are  of  the  deepest 
importance  to  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope. 

^'  It  has  afforded  me  the  sincerest 

Seasure  to  have  been  able  to  assist 
effecting  a  reconciliation  between 
France  and  Mexico.  Intent  upon 
preserving  for  uiy  subjects  the 
blessings  of  peace^  I  am  highly 
gratified  when  I  can  avail  myself 
of  an  opportunity  of  removing 
misunderstandings  between  other 
powers. 

''  I  have  recently  concluded  with 
the  king  of  the  French  a  conven- 
tion calculated  to  put  an  end  to 
differences  which  have  arisen  of 
late  years  between  the  fishermen 
of  Great  Britain  and  France.  This 
convention,  by  removing  causes  of 
dispute,  will  tend  to  cement  the 
union  between  the  two  countries 
which  is  so  advantageous  to  both, 
and  so  conducive  to  the  general 
interests  of  Europe. 

"  I  shall  continue  to  pursue  with 
perseverance  the  negotiations  in 
which  I  am  engaged  to  persuade 
all  the  powers  of  Chrislenclom  to 
unite  in  a  general  league  for  the 
entire  extinction  of  the  slave- 
trade;  and  I  trust  that,  with  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  my  efforts 
in  so  righteous  a  cause  will  be  re- 
warded with  success. 

**  I  regret  that  the  differences 
which  led  to  the  withdrawal  of 
my  minister  from  the  court  of  Te- 
heran have  not  yet  been  satisfacto- 
rily adjusted  by  the  government  of 
Persia. 

"  In  order  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments announced  to  you  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  the 
Governor-general  of  India  has 
moved  an  army  across  the  Indus  ; 


and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in 
being  able  to  inform  you  that  the 
advance  of  that  expedition  has  been 
hitherto  unopposai  \  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  im- 
portant  objects  for  which  these  mi« 
litary  operations  have  been  under- 
taken will  be  finally  obtained. 

'^I  have  observed,  with  much 
approbation,  the  attention  which 
you  have  bestowed  upon  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  country.  I 
entirely  concur  in  the  measures 
which  you  have  framed  for  the 
preservation  of  order,  the  repres- 
sion of  crime,  and  the  better  admi. 
nistration  of  justice  in  this  metro, 
polls  \  and  I  have  given  a  cordial 
assent  to  the  bills  which  you  have 
presented  to  me  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  more  efficient  constabu- 
lary force  in  those  towns  which 
peculiarly  required  it,  and  for  ef- 
fecting the  important  objects  of 
generally  extending  the  civil  power 
throughout  the  country." 


€< 


Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons^ 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  zeal  and 
readiness  with  which  you  have 
voted  the  supplies  for  the  service 
of  the  year. 

"It  has  been  with  satisfaction 
that  I  have  given  my  consent  to  a 
reduction  of  the  postage  duties.  I 
trust  that  the  act  which  has  passed 
on  this  subject  will  be  a  relief  and 
encouragement  to  trade  -,  and  that, 
by  facilitating  intercourse  and  cor- 
respondence, it  will  be  productive 
of  much  social  advantage  and  im- 
provement. I  have  given  direc- 
tions that  the  preliminary  steps 
should  be  taken  to  give  effect  to 
the  intention  of  parliament  as  soon 
as  the  inquiries  and  arrangements 
required  for  this  purpose  shall  have 
been  completed. 

''  The  advantageous  terms  upon 
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ivhich  a  considerable  amount  of 
the  unfunded  debt  has  been  con- 
verted into  stock  afford  a  satisfac- 
tory proof  of  the  reliance  placed 
on  the  credit  and  resources  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  on  your  deter- 
mination to  preserve  inviolate  the 
national  faith." 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentletnen, 
"It  is  with  great  pain  that  I 
have  found  myself  compelled  to 
enforce  the  law  against  those  who 
no  longer  concealed  their  design  of 
resisting  by  force  the  lawful  au- 
thorities,  and  of  subverting  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  country.  The 
solemn  proceedings  of  courts  of 
justice,  and  the  fearless  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  by  all  who  are 
engaged  in  that  duty,  have  check- 
ed the  first  attempts  at  insubordi- 


nation ;  and  I  rely  securely  upon 
the  good  sense  of  my  people,  and 
upon  their  attachment  to  the  con- 
stitution, for  the  maintenance  of 
law  and  order,  which  are  as  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  poor 
as  for  the  welfare  of  the  wealthier 
classes  of  the  community." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellory  by 
her  majesty's  command,  said— 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"It  is  her  majesty's  rpyal  will 
and  pleasure  that  this  parliament 
be  prorogued  to  Thursday  the  24th 
day  of  October  nexU  to  be  then 
here  holden;  and  this  parliament 
is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thurs- 
day the  24th  day  of  October  next." 
Her  majesty  then  quitted  the 
house. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  18^9 -^Introduction  of  the 
Measure  into  Ireland — Auchterarder  Case — State  of  the  Question — 
Decision  of  the  Court  of  Session — Judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords- 
Meeting  of  the  General  Assembly — Motions  of  Dr.  Cook — Dr.  Muir 
'^Dr,  Chalmers — Proposal  of  Dr.  Chalmers  carried — Proceedings 
of  the  Chartists-^National  Convention^Their  Hostility  to  the  Mid- 
dle Ctasses-^Theu  Oppose  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws — Alarming 
Riots  at  Birmingha7n-r  Strictures  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington — Case 
of  Lady  Flora  Hastings — Her  Death — Ministerial  Alterations — 
Dinner  given  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  Dover  by  the  Cinque 
Ports — Speech  of  Lord  Brougham — Mr.  Bradshaw's  Speech  at  Can* 
terbury— Colonel  Thomas  Censured  by  the  Horse  Guards  for  being 
present  at  a  Dinner  where  an  objectionable  Speech  wa^  delivered'-^ 
Queen  Communicates  her  intended  Marriage  to  the  Privy  Council^^ 
^■—Mr.  OConneWi  Loyalty — His  Speech  at  Bandon — Attempt  of 
Chartists  under  Frost  to  seize  Newport — Serious  Conflict  with  the 
M  Hilary  ^--Ringleaders  tried  for  High  Treason  by  a  Special  Com* 
mission  and  Transported. 

AT  an  early  period  of  the  year  ers,  few  or  no  applications  were 
1839  the  poor-law  commis-  made  in  the  course  of  the  winter 
sioners  presented  the  fifth  annual  of  1838-9  for  any  relaxation  either 
report  of  their  proceedings.  Not-  in  general  or  in  particular  cases, 
withstanding  the  severe  trial  which  while  demands  of  this  nature  were 
the  efficiency  of  their  system  un-  of  frequent  occurrence  in  places 
derwent  in  consequence  of  the  where  the  restrictive  system  had 
scarcity  of  food  and  high  price  of  heen  imperfectly  adopted^  and  the 
provisions  during  the  past  winter,  injunctions  met  at  first  with  a  re- 
there  is  no  point  upon  which  the  luctant  admission.  They  adduce, 
opinion  of  these  gentlemen  conti-  however,  the  testimonies  of  various 
nues  to  be  more  inflexible  than  the  persons  to  show  that  even  those 
refusal  of  out  door  relief  to  able  boards  which  were  the  most  disin- 
bodied  labourers.  It  is  stated  by  clined  to  the  strict  enforcement, 
them  to  have  been  in  general  the  were  becoming  at  length  sensible 
fact  that  in  those  unions  where  of  its  necessity,  and  would  now  be 
what^  they  usually  term  the  sound  very  reluctant  to  rescind  the  order« 

Jiractice  had  been  maintained  be-  or  to  tamper  with  its  principle, 

bre  the  observance  became  impe-  It  is  further  stated  oy  the  boards 

riAtive  by  order  of  the  commission*  that  sdthough  great  apprehenaioili 
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were  felt  at  the  commencement  of 
the  winter  from  the  anticipated 
pressure  of  the  scarcity  and  high 
prices,  and  effectual  preparations 
were  made  in  many  places  for  the 
counteraction  of  these  disadvan- 
tageous causes,  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  classes  as  evinced  by  the 
demands  for  relief  was  not  eventu- 
ally such  as  to  call  for  any  exten* 
sive  arrangements.  Those  however 
who  are  aware  of  the  extreme  mi- 
sery short  of  actual  starvation 
which  poor  families,  whether  wise- 
ly or  not,  will  often  endure  rather 
than  accept  the  relief  offered  by 
the  workhouse  with  its  accompa.. 
nying  conditions  of  separation,  and 
absolute  pauperisation,  will  hesi- 
tate perhaps  to  admit  in  its  full 
extent  the  efficacity  claimed  for 
this  test  as  a  measure  of  the  neces- 
sities of  the  poor. 

Applications  were  directed  to 
the  board  from  many  quarters  to 
aid  the  remonstrances  made  with 
the  farmers  for  an  increase  of 
wages.  They  did  not,  however, 
consider  such  an  interference  with 
the  labour  market  within  their 
province,  and  observe  that  any  al- 
lowance on  their  part  in  aid  of 
wages  that  would  have  occasioned 
a  continuance  of  consumption  at 
the  ordinary  rate  of  a  full  supply 
mu3t  in  the  end  have  aggravated 
the  scarcity  and  the  ultimate 
amount  of  suffering.  The  proper 
course,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  ta- 
ken under  the  pressure  of  the 
dearness  of  the  grain  in  general 
use  was  to  procure  a  diminution 
of  price  by  resorting  to  other  grains 
or  wholesome  substances  for  food. 
This  was  indeed  a  plan  naturally 
adopted  by  many  of  the  independent 
labourers,  and  it  was  also  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  guar- 
dians of  districts  where  such 
Qhaixxffeu    were    found   desirable* 


They  mention,  that  cases  of  dis-t 
tress  were  in  general  very  liberally 
met  by  private  charity,  whose 
place  was  no  longer  usurped  by 
the  poor-rate,  and  in  a  great  ma- 
jority of  instances,  where  the  regu- 
lations of  the  board  were  not 
broken  or  evaded  by  private  sub- 
scriptions among  the  rate  payers, 
the  employer  felt  it  to  be  more  for 
his  own  interest  to  purchase  the 
work  of  the  labourer  at  a  price 
that  would  support  his  family, 
than  to  be  compelled  to  maintain 
them  in  the  workhouse-— the  only 
alternative  where  the  law  ii  sound- 
ly administered. 

In  the  three  most  northern 
counties  several  circumstances  went 
to  counteract  the  pressure  of  high 
prices.  '*  Most  of  the  people," 
says  sir  John  Walsham,  '*  had  been 
previously  in  employ  for  high 
wages.  Fuel  is  always  cheap,  and 
the  labourers  are  in  the  habit  of 
consuming  a  bread  of  mixed  grain. 
The  system  also  of  paying  partly 
in  kind  obtains  partially  in  the 
district^  and  where  the  binding  or 
bonding  system  prevails  the  la- 
bourer is  beyond  the  reach  of  bad 
harvests  or  dear  seasons." 

In  Lancashire  the  guardians  of 
five  additional  unions  of  the  Tylde, 
Garstang,  Chorley,  Clitheroe,  and 
Bolton  had  assumed  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  under  the  new  re- 
gulations since  the  last  report. 
The  only  instance  of  serious  re. 
sistance  to  the  progress  of  the 
measure  occurred  in  tne  district  of 
Todmordenin  the  course  of  the  last 
November.  Two  constables  who 
were  engaged  in  executing  a  war- 
rant of  distress  upon  the  overseer 
of  Langfield  were  assaulted  by  a 
body  of  men  who  had  b^n  brought 
together  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell 
in  one  of  Mr.  Fielden^  factories, 
which  contributed  a  laige  contin- 
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gent  of  men  to  the  rioters.  The 
disturbance  that  ensued  was  so  se- 
rious that  notice]  was  given  that 
special  constables  would  be  sworn 
in  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
In  consequence  of  this  announce, 
ment,  the  insurgents  determined 
to  take  advantage  of  the  interval 
for  the  destruction  of  the  property 
of  parties  supposed  to  be  favoura* 
ble  to  the  law ;  a  very  considerable 
demolition  took  place,  and  the  fa** 
milies  of  the  obnoxious  persons 
were  placed  in  such  perils  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  call  in  the 
military  to  aid  the  constables  in 
apprehending  the  rioters,  and  to 
leave  a  body  of  cavalry  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Todraorden. 
Several  of  the  offenders  were  after- 
wards tried  and  convicted  at 
York,  but  on  this  occasion  the 
learned  judge  very  justly  observed, 
"  that  there  were  parties  far  more 
deserving  of  punishment^  in  refer- 
ence to  these  transactions  than  the 
misguided  men  who  then  stood 
before  him  for  sentence/' 

It  is  of  course  impossible  at  so 
early  a  stage  of  its  introduction  to 
give  any  account  of  the  working  of 
the  measure  for  the  relief  of  the 
ixx)r  in  Ireland.  In  conformity  with 
the  recommendation  of  lord  John 
Russell,  the  commission  met  in 
August,  1838,  and  came  to  a  re., 
solution  that  Mr.  NichoUs  should 
act  as  commissioner  in  Ireland  for 
the  execution  of  the  act.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  at  the  same 
time  for  securing  him  the  assist- 
ance of  four  gentlemen  who  were 
already  employed  in  the  superin. 
tendence  of  districts  in  England, 
and  four  additional  functionaries 
were  subsequently  nominated  to 
act  as  assistant  commissioners  in 
Ireland.  Mr.  NichoUs  reached 
Dublin  on  the  4th  of  September, 
and  on  the  11th  of  that  monUi 


took  upon  himself  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  of  the  commission  in 
Ireland  under  the  provisions  of  the 
1 1th  and  122nd  sections  of  the  act. 
Although,  however,  the  boards 
were  thus  separated  into  twoj  a 
perfect  unity  of  action  Was  insured 
by  the  regular  interchange  of  mi« 
nutes,  and  by  the  arrangement 
that  all  regulations  requiring  the 
seal  of  the  commission  should  be 
sent  to  London  for  execution. 

On  the  same  occasion,  the  board 
delivered  to  the  four  assistant  oom«. 
missioners  a  letter  of  instruction 
for  their  guidance  and  information, 
and  then  proceeded  to  despatch 
them  in  their  several  directions  to 
collect  information  and  to  explain 
the  principle  of  the  measure. 
These  gentlemen  brought  in  the 
result  of  their  investigations  on 
the  9th  of  October.  They  were 
then  joined  by  their  newly-ap* 
pointed  colleagues,  and  after  a 
very  full  discussion  of  the  whole 
question,  the  board  concluded  its 
deliberations  by  issuing  to  each  of 
the  assistants  further  instructions 
contained  in  a  minute  of  the  same 
date.  These  are  of  course  too 
copious  to  be  presented  here,  but  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  they  relate 
to  the  formation  and  size  of  the 
unions — the  plans  of  building,  and 
quantity  of  land  to  be  attached  to 
each  of  them— the  electoral  divi- 
sion s*-— the  number  and  qualifica- 
tion of  guardians-^ the  appoint- 
ment of  returning  officers—- and  the 
manner  of  rating  and  assessment— 
and  conclude  by  assigning  to  each 
a  district  in  which  he  was  to  com- 
mence operations. 

When  the  period  approached  for 
declaring  unions,  and  constituting 
boards,  it  became  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tions of  guardians  and  other  offi* 
ceri  by  the  rate-payers*    In  towns 
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and  many  rural  districts  no  diffi- 
culty was  likely  to  be  felt  in 
finding  competent  persons^  but  it 
was  apprehended  that  in  other 
parts  means  equally  satisfactory 
might  not  be  found  to  exist.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  it  occurred 
to  the  board,  that  the  constabulary 
police  force,  from  their  good  or- 
ganization and  excellent  character, 
might  be  made  available  for  this 
purpose,  and  this  arrangement  was 
carried  into  effect  with  the  concur- 
rence of  lord  Morpeth. 

It  only  remains  to  record  the 
result  of  these  proceedings.  On 
the  25th  of  March,  1839,  the 
number  of  unions  declared  was 
22,  and  in  18  of  these  guardians 
had  been  elected.  The  requisite 
statistical  details  had  also  been 
completed  for  9  other  unions, 
which  would  very  shortly  be  de- 
clared; and  considerable  progress 
had  been  made  in  arranging  9 
more.  But  as  the  law  could  not 
come  into  operation  until  work- 
houses were  provided^  immediate 
steps  were  taken  for  the  erection 
of  these  buildings,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson was  appointed  architect  to 
the  commission. 

"  By  unwearied  exertion,'*  says 
the  report,  *^  and  great  perseverance 
in  explaining  the  objects  and  in- 
tentions of  the  new  law,  the  assist- 
ant commissioners  succeeded  in 
removing  much  of  the  alarm  and 
misapprehension  which  at  first 
prevailed^  and  in  obtaining  very 
general  co-operation ;  and  we  have 
the  great  satisfaction  of  stating, 
that  all  opposition  has  now  sub- 
sided, and  that  the  law,  if  not 
universally  popular  in  Ireland,  is 
at  least  universally  acquiesced  in." 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1839,  the 
decision  of  the  court  of  session  in 
the  case  of  the  presbytery  of 
Auchterarder^  which  has  created 


so  great  a  sensation  in  the  Scottish 
establishment,  was  confirmed  by 
the  judgment  of  the  house  of  lords. 
We  proceed  to  give  some  account 
of  the  situation  of  the  question. 

In  the  year  1834,  the  general 
assembly  passed  an  interim  act  on 
calls,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  the  veto  act,  by  which  it  was 
enacted,  '*  that  it  shall  bean  instruc- 
tion to  presbyteries,  that  if,  at  the 
moderating  in  a  call  to  a  vacant 
pastoral  charge,  the  major  part  of 
the  male  heads  of  families,  mem- 
bers of  the  vacant  congregation, 
and  in  full  communion  with  the 
church,  shall  disapprove  of  the 
person  in  whose  favour  the  call  is 
proposed  to  be  moderated  in,  such 
disapproval  shall  be  judged  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  presbytery 
rejecting  such  person,  and  that  he 
shall  be  rejected  accordingly,  due 
notice  thereof  being  forthwith 
given  to  all  concerned."  The 
church  and  parish  of  Auchterarder 
having  become  vacant  in  August, 
1834,  on  the  16th  of  September 
thereafter,  the  earl  of  Kinnoul,  as 
patron,  issued  a  presentation  to  the 
said  church  and  parish  in  favour 
of  the  rev.  Robert  Young,  preacher 
of  the  gospel.  The  presentation 
having  been  sustained  by  the 
presbytery,  an  opportunity  was 
affi)rded,  in  terms  of  the  foresaid 
act  and  relative  regulations^  to  the 
male  heads  of  families  to  give  in 
dissents  from  the  call  and  settle, 
ment  of  Mr.  Young  as  minister  of 
the  parish ;  and  in  consequence  of 
dissents  having  been  tendered  by 
a  majority  of  the  male  heads  of 
families,  Mr.  Young  was  after^ 
wards  rejected  as  presentee  to  the 
said  church  and  parish  of  Auch- 
terarder. 

Thereupon  the  earl  of  Kinnoul 
and  Mr.  Young  instituted,  in  the 
court  of  sessioni  a  process  of  de^^ 
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clarator  against  the  presbytery  of 
Auchterarder,  concluding  inter 
aliay  that  It  should  be  found  and 
declared  that  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
Young  as  presentee  was  vUra  vires 
of  the  presbytery^  in  violation  of 
the  statutes  libelled  on,  and  to  the 
serious  injury  of  their  patrimonial 
rights  as  patron  and  presentee. 

The  presbytery  of  Auchterarder 
having  transmitted  the  summons 
executed  against  them  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  general  assembly, 
which  met  in  November  1835, 
and  the  commission  having  heard  a 
statement  from  the  commissioners 
of  the  presbytery  of  Auchterarder, 
were,  as  the  record  bears,  unani- 
mously of  opinion  ^'that  this  is 
an  action  which  ought  to  be  de- 
fended,  and  therefore  recommended 
to  the  general  assembly  to  au. 
thorize  the  procurator  to  conduct 
the  defence  at  the  expense  of 
the  church;  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, approve  of  the  offer  of  the 
procurator  to  take  charge  of  the 
cause  in  the  name  of  the  presbytery 
of  Auchterarder,  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary,  before  the  meeting  of 
the  next  general  assembly." 

The  process  having  been  de- 
fended, accordingly,  by  the  pres- 
bytery of  Auchterarder,  under  the 
sanction  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
general  assembly,  the  following 
judgment  was  pronounced  by  the 
court  of  session  : — *'  Edinburgh, 
8th  March,  1838— The  lords  of 
the  first  division  having  considered 
the  cases  for  the  earl  of  Kinnoul 
and  the  rev.  Robert  Young,  and 
for  thepresbytery  of  Auchterarder, 
and  additional  plea  in  defence  ad- 
mitted to  the  record,  and  having 
heard  counsel  for  the  said  parties 
at  great  length,  in  presence  of  the 
judges  of  the  second  division  and 
lords  ordinary,  and  having  heard 
the  opinions  of  the  sai^  judges. 


they,  in  terms  of  the  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  the  judges,  repel 
the  objections  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court,  and  to  the  compe- 
tency of  the  action  as  directed 
against  the  presbytery.  Further, 
repel  the  plea  in  defence  of  ac- 
quiescence. Find,  that  the  earl  of 
Eannoul  has  legally,  validly,  and 
effectually  exercised  his  right,  ai 
patron  of  the  church  and  parish  of 
Auchterarder,  by  presenting  the 
pursuer,  the  said  Robert  Young, 
to  the  said  church  and  parish: 
find,  that  the  defenders,  the  preg- 
bytery  of  Auchterarder,  did  refuse, 
and  continue  to  refuse,  to  take  trial 
of  the  qualifications  of  the  said 
Robert  Young,  and  have  rejected 
him  as  presentee  to  the  said  church 
and  parish  on  the  sole  ground—- as 
they  admit  on  the  record — that  a 
majority  of  the  male  heads  of  famir 
lies,  communicants  in  the  said 
parish,  have  dissented,  without  any 
reasons  assigned,  from  his  admis« 
sion  as  minister :  find,  that  the  said 
presbytery,  in  so  doing,  have  acted 
to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the 
said  pursuers  illegally,  and  in  vio- 
lation of  their  duty,  and  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  certain  statutes 
libelled  on;  and,  in  particular, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  10th  Anne,  chap.  12,  en- 
titled, ^  An  act  to  restore  patrons 
to  their  ancient  rights  of  present- 
ing ministers  to  the  churches  va- 
cant in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland:'  in  so  far  repel 
the  defences  stated  on  the  part  of 
the  presbytery,  and  decern  and  de- 
clare accordingly;  and  allow  the 
above  decree  to  go  out,  and  be  ex- 
tracted as  an  interim  decree,  and 
with  these  findings  and  dedara« 
tions  remit  the  process  to  the  lord 
ordinary  to  proceed  further  therein 
as  he  shall  see  just. 
(Signed)    *'  C,  Rope,  I.  P.  D;* 
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In  terms  of  the  authority  given 
by  the  genera]  assembly  to  the 
procurator  for  the  church,  on  the 
24th  May,  1838,  to  appeal  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  session, 
80  soon  as  he,  and  the  other  coun« 
sel  for  the  presbytery  in  the  said 
cause,  shall  think  fit,  an  appeal 
was  entered  to  the  house  of  lords, 
by  whom  the  following  judgment 
was  pronounced :  "  3rd  May, 
1839 — It  is  ordered  and  judged  by 
the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  in 
Parliament  assembled.  That  the 
said  petition  and  appeal  be  and  is 
liereby  dismissed  this  house,  and 
that  the  said  interlocutor  therein 
complained  of  be,  and  the  same  is, 
hereby  affirmed." 

On  the  22d  of  the  same 
month,  the  sentence  given  by  lord 
Brougham  in  the  house  of  lords 
was  taken  into  tionsideration  by 
the  general  assembly.  Rival  mo- 
tions we>re  submitted  on  this  occa* 
tdon  to  the  house  by  Dr.  Cook,  Dr. 
Chalmers,  and  Dr.  Muir.  The 
first  of  these  gentlemen  moved, 

*'  Under  these  circumstances  it 
is  moved, '  That  the  act  on  calls, 
commonly  denominated  the  Veto 
Act,  having  been  thus  declared  by 
the  supreme  civil  tribunals  of  the 
country  to  infringe  on  civil  and 
patrimonial  rights,  with  which  the 
church  has  often  and  expressly  re- 
quired that  its  judicatories  should 
not  intermeddle,  as  being  matters 
incompetent  to  them,  and  not 
within  their  jurisdiction,  it  be  an 
instruction  by  the  general  assem- 
bly to  all  presbyteries,  that  they 
proceed,  henceforth,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  parishes  according  to  the 
practice  which  prevailed  previously 
to  the  passing  of  that  act ;  keep, 
ing  specially  in  view  the  undoubted 
privilege  of  parishioners  to  state, 
at  the  moderation  in  the  call,  any 
relevant  objections   to  the  induc- 


tion of  presentees;  upon  which 
presbyteries,  after  heanng  parties, 
shall  decide,  it  being  in  the  power 
of  these  parties  to  appeal,  if  they 
see  cause,  to  the  superior  church 
courts." 

The  proposition  of  Dr.  Chalmers 
was  as  follows :— * 

'^The  general  assembly  having 
heard  the  report  of  the  procurator 
on  the  Auchterarder  case,  and  con- 
sidered the  judgment  of  the  house 
of  lords,  affirming  the  decision  of 
the  court  of  session,  and  being  sa- 
tisfied that,  by  the  said  Judgment, 
all  questions  of  civil  right,  so  far 
as  the  presbytery  of  Auchterarder 
is  concerned,  are  substantially  de- 
cided, do  now,  in  accordance  with 
the  uniform  practice  of  this  church, 
and  with  the  resolution  of  last 
general  assembly  ever  to  give  and 
inculcate  implicit  obedience  to  the 
decisions  of  civil  courts  in  regard 
to  the  civil  rights  and  emoluments 
secured  by  law  to  the  church,  in- 
struct the  said  presbytery  to  offer 
no  further  resistance  to  the  claims 
of  Mr.  Young  or  of  the  patron  to 
the  emoluments  of  the  benefices  of 
Auchterarder,  and  to  refrain  from 
claiming  the  jus  devolutum,  or  any 
other  civil  right  or  privilege  con- 
nected with  the  said  benefice. 

And  whereas  the  principle  of 
non-intrusion  is  one  coeval  with 
the  reformed  kirk  of  Scotlandy  and 
forms  an  integral  part  of  its  contti* 
tution,  embodied  m  its  standards, 
and  declared  in  various  mote  of 
assembly,  the  general  assemUy  re* 
solved  that  this  principle  cannot  be 
abandoned,  and  that  no  presentee 
shall  be  forced  upon  any  parish 
contrary  to  the  will  of  the  coagte* 
gation. 

And  whereas,  by  the  decision 
above  referred  to,  it  appears  that 
when  this  principle  is  carried  into 
efiect,  in  any  parish,  the  legal  pro- 
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visimi  for  the  sustentation  of  the 
ministry  in  that  parish  may  be 
thereby  suspended,  the  general 
assembly  being  deeply  impressed 
with  the  unhappy  consequences 
which  must  arise  from  any  collision 
between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
authorities,  and  holding  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  use  every  means  in 
their  power,  not  involving  any  de- 
reliction of  the  principles  and  fun- 
damental laws  of  their  constitution 
to  prevent  such  unfortunate  results, 
do  therefore  appoint  a  committee 
fbr  the  purpose  of  considering  in 
what  way  the  privileges  of  the  na- 
tional establishment  and  the  har- 
mony between  church  and  state 
may  remain  unimpaired,  with  in- 
structions to  confer  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  if  they 
see  cause. 

Dr.  Muir  then  moved  a  string 
of  resolutions  with  the  ob- 
ject of  combining  the  objects  of 
both.  On  the  first  division,  197 
voted  for  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Chalmers,  and  161  for  the  resolu- 
tions of  Dr.  Muir — majority  36. 
On  the  second  division  1204  mem- 
bers supported  Dr.  Chalmers'  mo- 
tion, and  155  sanctioned  that  of 
Dr.  Cooke,  which  was  conse. 
quently  lost  by  a  majority  of  49. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly,  on  Thursday,  Dr.  Cooke 
and  the  earl  of  Dalhousie  expressed 
their  intention  not  to  act  on  the 
committee  to  be  appointed  under 
Dr.  Chalmers's  motion. 

The  earl  of  Dalhousie  said,  "  I 
shall  not  again  consent  to  sit  in  the 
judicatories  of  any  church,  which, 

gloss  it  as  you  may,  has  resolved 
oggedly  but  virtually  to  set  at 
defiance  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
knell,"  said  he,  "is  now  rung  of 
the  establishment  of  the  church  of 
Scotland." 

Any  one  who  will  reflect  upon 


the  countless  numbers  of  the  hu- 
man race  collected  in  our  great 
manufacturing  cities,  whose  whole 
life  is  devoted  to  the  creation  of 
the  wealth  or  the  means  of  plea- 
sure of  another  class,  with  whom 
they  are  placed  in  no  more  per- 
sonal or  sympathetic  relation  than 
that  of  the  payment  of  wages, 
which  are  too  often  the  source  of 
discontent  and  exasperation,  and 
also  takes  into  his  consideration 
their  unnatural  and  highly  stimu- 
lated manner  of  life  they  lead, 
their  predilection  for  irregular  and 
fanatical  opinions,  and  the  state  of 
utter  destitution  of  any  religious 
instruction  in  which  they  nave 
grown  up,  the  rapid  fluctuations  in 
their  means  of  existence,  together 
with  the  fatal  facility  of  organiza- 
tion possessed  by  persons  so  situated, 
cannot  but  admit,  that  the  subject 
forms  one  of  the  most  immediately 
formidable  problems  of  our  do* 
mestic  legislation. 

Such  observations  naturally  sug« 
gest  themselves  on  attending  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  chartists,  of 
whom  some  account  has  already 
been  given  in  the  volume  devoted 
to  the  occurrences  of  1838.  That 
year,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  closed 
with  the  arrest  of  their  leader, 
Mr.  Stephens,  an  event  which  was 
made  the  occasion  of  numerous 
tumultuary  meetings,  at  which 
Messrs.  Oastler  and  Feargus 
O'Connor  gave  way  to  a  more 
than  customary  licence  of  frantie 
and  seditious  declamation.  Texts 
of  scripture  were  distorted  to  sanc- 
tion their  culpable  proceedings, 
and  ironical  exhortations  to  ab« 
stain  from  acts  of  violence  had 
their  intended  effect  in  suggestinff 
the  measures  which  they  appeared 
to  deprecate. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
demonstrations  of  this  nature  would 
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not  proceed  beyond  their  delibera- 
tive stage.  Pikes  and  guns  were 
procured  in  great  quantities  by  the 
labouring  classes,  and  the  system 
of  armed  precessions  and  nocturnal 
intimidation  proceeded  to  such  a 
length,  that  lord  John  Russell  felt 
compelled  to  issue  an  order  to  the 
lord-lieu tenants  in  the  more  dis- 
affected counties^  authorizing  them 
to  accept  the  armed  assistance  of 
persons  who  might  place  them- 
selves at  their  disposal  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace. 

The  chartists  were  in  the  habit 
of  resorting  to  many  methods,  in 
order  to  impose  upon  the  majority 
of  the  people  the  impression  that 
they  were  the  strongest  party  in 
the  country,  and  carry  their  plans 
into  effect  without  resistance 
on  the  part  of  their  more  pacific 
fellow- subjects.  One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  to  go  round  from  house 
to  house  with  two  books,  and  to 
say,  that  those  persons  who  sub- 
scribed should  be  put  down  in  one 
book,  while  the  non-subscribers 
were  entered  in  another.  The  lat. 
ter  were  informed  that  a  time 
would  come  when  the  refusal  would 
be  remembered.  Those  who  put 
down  their  names  paid  a  small 
contribution,  and  received  in  re- 
turn a  ticket,  which  they  were 
told  would  be  a  security  to  the 
person  who  held  it. 

Another  practice  of  these  mis- 
guided people  was,  to  go  in  pro- 
cession to  the  churches  some  time 
before  divine  service  began,  and  to 
take  entire  possession  of  the  body 
of  the  edifice.  The  scene  was  of 
course  anything  but  decorous. 
Some  wore  their  hats-— others  had 
pipes  in  their  mouths — but  it  was 
not  usually  found  that  'their  con- 
duct exceeded  this  confessedly  un- 
becoming behaviour. 

At  a  very  ^arly  period  of  the 


year  1839,  the  chartist  combina- 
tions in  the  different  cities  of  the 
united  kingdom  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  deputies,  in  order  to 
form  a  national  convention,  which 
was  to  have  moveable  sittings,  and 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  ultimate 
direction  of  their  proceedings.  All 
the  earlier  sessions  of  this  as- 
sembly were  passed  in  London, 
where  they  were  engaged  in  super- 
intending the  signature  and  pre- 
sentation of  the  '^National  Pe- 
tition," which  was  signed  by 
1,200,000  persons,  and  presented 
to  the  house  of  commons  by  Mr. 
Attwood  on  the  14th  of  June. 
This  enormous  document  had  for 
its  principal  object  the  concession 
of  what  were  usually  styled  by  the 
chartists,  the  '^people's  charter," 
or  the  **  five  points."  These  were— 
the  vote  by  ballot,  universal  suf- 
frage, annual  parliaments,  payment 
of  members,  and  the  abolition  of  a 
property  qualification. 

Another  remarkable  feature  in 
the  chartist  agitation  was  the  hos- 
tility declared  by  them,  not  so 
much  against  the  privileged  orders 
of  the  state,  who  have  hitherto 
been  the  especial  objects  of  demo- 
cratic indignation,  as  against  the 
capitalists  in  general.  It  was,  in 
fact,  an  insurrection  directed  avow- 
edly against  the  middle  dasaes; 
and  these  violent  alterations  in  the 
form  of  the  government  were 
sought  by  them,  as  far  as  they 
could  have  any  definite  purpqie, 
less  for  the  sake  of  any  additumal 
power  or  privilege  which  mifiht  be 
expected  by  these  means  to  nil  to 
their  share,  than  with  the  view  of 
bringing  about  some  hitherto  un- 
experienced state  of  society,  in 
which  the  effects  of  accumulated 
funds,  in  employing  labourers  at 
insignificant  sums  for  the  aggran- 
dizement of  the  possessor!^  would 
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have  utterly  disappeared.  And  it 
was  for  this  reason^  that  they  set 
their  faces  in  every  possible  way 
against  the  numerous  meetings  for 
the  abolition  of  the  corn-laws, 
which  took  place  contempora- 
neously with  their  own  assem- 
blages^ at  the  commencement  of 
the  current  year.  In  their  opinion, 
any  relaxation  in  the  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  corn  would,  by 
lowering  the  rate  of  wages,  turn 
to  the  profit  of  the  employer  alone, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  pre- 
occupation of  the  public  mind  with 
another  subject  appeared  to  place 
an  impediment  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  their  own  projections. 

Serious  conflicts  with  the  police 
and  the  military  took  place  in  Devi- 
zes, Llanidloes  in  Wales^  Sheffield, 
Bolton,  Newcastle,  and  the  dis- 
trict of  the  Potteries,  but  in  the 
month  of  July,  the  town  of  Bir- 
mingham became  the  scene  of  the 
most  alarming  disturbances.  The 
national  convention  was  then  hold- 
ing its  sittings  in  that  city,  and 
contributed  great  activity  to  the 
motions  of  the  chartists,  who  made 
a  practice  of  assembling  in  great 
numbers  every  evening  on  the  open 
place  called  the  Bull-ring.  On 
the  5  th  of  July  these  disorderly 
persons  met  as  usual  in  the  great 
square.  The  borough  magistrates, 
however,  who  had  for  some  days 
been  in  constant  communication 
with  the  home-office,  had  by  this 
time  bespoken  a  picked  body  of 
sixty  policemen  from  the  metropo- 
lis. The  railway  train  delivered 
them  at  Birmingham  that  evening, 
and  without  even  waiting  for  the 
cooperation  of  the  military,  they 
proceeded  immediately  to  the  scene 
of  confusion.  They  began  by  di- 
recting the  people  to  disperse,  but 
when  this  injunction  was  seen  to 
take  no  effect,  the  police  filed  off 
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four  abreast,  and  made  for  the 
monument  of  lord  Nelson  which 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  Bull- 
ring, set  round  with  the  flags  of 
the  convention.  These  they  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing,  but  the  mob, 
who  had  been  at  first  disconcerted 
by  the  impetuosity  of  the  charge, 
when  they  beheld  their  ensigns 
one  of  which  bore  a  death's  head 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  made 
a  desperate  return,  recovered  the 
contested  banners,  broke  the  poles 
up  into  short  sticks,  and  after  a 
fierce  and  indiscriminate  combat 
in  which  several  of  the  police- 
men who  were  only  armed  with 
staves,  were  seriously  hurt,  and 
more  than  one  man  stabbed,  the 
chartists  began  at  length  to  obtain 
the  advantage. 

Fortunately,  however,  at  this 
juncture,  the  4th  dragoons  arrived 
on  the  spot.  Riding  by  concert  up 
every  avenue  which  led  to  the 
place,  they  completely  inclosed  the 
Bullring.  The  appearance  of  the 
military  was  the  signal  for  the 
people  to  disperse,  and  the  routed 
mob  proceeded  with  the  cavalry  in 
close  pursuit  down  Digbeth  and  up 
Bromsgrove- street  to  St.  Thomas's 
hurch.  Here  they  tore  up  the 
palisades,  and  for  a  moment  made 
a  stand.  But  the  tumult  was 
eventually  reduced,  by  midnight 
the  streets  were  comparatively 
quiet,  and  the  military  planting 
a  guard  in  the  great  square  re- 
tired to  their  barracks. 

One  of  the  fruits  of  this  encoun- 
ter was  the  seizure  of  Dr.  Taylor, 
the  Paisley  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion. Messrs.  Lovett  and  Collins 
who  were  convicted  on  their  own 
admission  of  issuing  a  seditious 
placard  which  had  been  extensive- 
ly posted  up  on  the  morning  after 
the  riot,  were  also  arrested.  The 
course  of  their  examination  gave 
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and  oanisters,  linen  drapery  and 
upholstery  one  upon  another,  set 
fire  to  them  altogether.  Not  con- 
tent with  this  they  carried  hack 
the  burning  materials  and  deli- 
berately set  Mr.  Bourne's  and  Mr. 
Leggett's  premises  in  ilames.  A 
simultaneous  attack  was  made 
upon  the  Nelson  hotel,  and  hy 
casting  the  lighted  brands  into  the 
doors  of  other  shops  which  had 
bean  forcibly  driven  in,  they  were 
on  the  point  of  kindling  a  general 
conflagration,  when,  at  length, 
after  the  work  of  destruction  had 
been  for  more  than  an  hour  in  un- 
interrupted progress,  the  police 
made  their  appearance  at  half  past 
ten  o'clock  under  some  magistrates, 
and  followed  by  the  military.  The 
first  onset  was  followed  by  an  aU 
most  instantaneous  discomfiture; 
even  before  the  troops  came  up 
the  ringleaders  had  made  their 
escape,  and  by  midnight  the  mob 
had  dispersed,  and  the  thorough- 
fares remained  tranquil  until  the 
morning  opened  upon  the  scene  of 
these  excesses,  and  revealed  the 
whole  extent  of  the  devastation. 
Besides  the  premises  which  were 
consumed  by  fire,  nearly  twenty 
shops  were  destroyed,  and  it  was 
reckoned  that  fortv  thousand 
pounds  would  not  cover  the  dama- 

fes.  When  the  event  became 
nown  in  London,  the  duke  of 
Wellington  declared  in  the  house 
of  lords  that  he  had  never  known 
a  town  taken  by  storm  so  badly 
treated,  and  severe  strictures  were 
passed  by  the  duke  and  other  peers 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates 
of  Birmingham.  An  inquiry  how- 
ever which  was  subsequently  in- 
stituted by  the  home  ofRce  into 
their  behaviour  terminated  in  their 
exculpation. 

We  may  here  allude  to  a  dis- 
tressing   transaction    which    took 


place  at  an  early  period  of  the  year» 
and  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
to  render  the  (»)urt  unpopular 
with  the  country.  In  consequence 
of  the  symptoms  of  an  illness  un* 
der  which  she  suffered,  lady  Flora 
Hastings,  a  lady  attached  to  the 
person  of  the  duchess  of  Kent,  was 
accused  in  an  exalted  quarter  by 
certain  parties  in  the  palace  of 
being  enceinte,  and  driven  eventu- 
ally to  submit  to  a  medical  exami- 
nation. Her  innocence  was  of 
course  established,  but  not  very 
long  after  she  had  undergone  this 
cruel  indignity,  the  unfortunate 
lady  died — a  fate  which  was  owing 
it  is  to  be  feared,  at  least  as  much 
to  the  effect  of  grief  and  mortifi- 
cation as  to  the  natural  progress 
of  her  actual  malady.  For  a  more 
detailed  account  we  must  refer  to 
the  Chronicle,  where  the  reader 
will  find  the  statement  of  the 
marquess  of  Hastings,  the  brother 
of  the  deceased,  given  at  length, 
together  with  sir  James  Clarke's 
own  vindication  of  the  part  he  was 
led  to  take  in  these  miserable  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  government  only  awaited 
the  close  of  the  session  whose  an- 
nals we  have  been  recording,  to  ef- 
fect the  new  ministerial  arrange, 
ments  which  had  been  resolved 
upon  when  they  returned  to  office, 
with  the  view  of  strengthening 
their  hands  by  securing  the  services 
of  several  gentlemen  of  a  more  lib<« 
eral  complexion. 

Very  considerable  alterations 
took  place  in  the  distribution  of 
offices,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement.  The  marquess 
of  Nornfianby  changed  places  with 
lord  John  Russell,  who  went  to 
the  colonial  office.  At  the  same 
time  Mr.  Francis  Baring  w&u 
made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  who 
[X2] 


308]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1839. 


was  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the 
title  of  baron  Monteagle,  and  soon 
after  succeeded  sir  John  Newport, 
who  was  induced  to  retire  upon  a 
pension,  in  the  post  of  comptroller 
of  the  exchequer,  with  a  salary  of 
2,000/.  per  annum.     Mr.  Poulett 
Thomson  was  appointed  to  super- 
sede sir  John  Colbome,  who  was 
afterwards   made   a  peer,   in   the 
government  of  Canada.     The  earl 
of  Clarendon  was  intrusted  with 
the  privy  seal,  and  Mr.  Macaulay 
became  secretary  at   war,  with  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet,  in  the  room  of 
viscount  Howick,  who  had  quitted 
the  administration.  At  a  subsequent 
period  the  noble  viscount  gave  the 
reasons    which   led    him    to   take 
this  step.     When  the  cabinet  re- 
sumed the  responsibilities  of  office 
in  May  1839,  said  lord  Howick,  it 
was    determined    that    an    effort 
should  be  made  for  increasing  the 
power  and  stability  of  the  govern- 
ment.    This  object    in    his    own 
opinion  would  have  been  best  at- 
tained by  such  a  disposal  of  places 
as  would  recover  the  confidence  of 
those  who  had  been  their  support- 
ers, and  were  inclined  to  carry  out 
every  practical  reform,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  were  not  prepared 
to  admit  any  further  alteration  in 
the  existing  constitution   of  Par- 
liament.    The  modifications  in  ac- 
tual contemplation  were  not  how- 
ever communicated  to  him  by  lord 
John  Russell  until  the  parliament 
was  within  a  few  days  of  proroga- 
ticm.      Upon    that    occasion    lord 
Howick  stated  to  his  noble  friend 
his  objections  to  the  proposed  ar- 
rangements which  did  not  attach 
to  any  person  in  particular,  but  to 
the   political    import    of    all    the 
changes  taken  together.    The  com- 
position of  the  cabinet  ought  not, 
he  thought,  to  be  such  as  to  encou- 
rage undefined  expectations  of  fur- 


ther change,  and  when  he  found, 
upon  corresponding  with  lord  John 
Russell,  that  the  whole  of  the  ap- 
pointments to  which  he  had  ob- 
jected were  unalterably  fixed,  no 
other  course  remained  than  the 
ofier  of  his  resignation,  which  was 
accepted.  Mr.  Charles  Wood,  se- 
cretary of  the  admiralty,  the  bro- 
ther-in-law of  lord  Howick,  re- 
signed shortly  after,  and  was  re- 
placed by  Mr.  More  O'Ferral. 
Another  Irish  gentleman,  Mr. 
Wyse,  filled  the  vacated  seat  among 
the  lords  of  the  treasuiy,  while 
Mr.  Shiel  was  created,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trade.  Sir 
George  Grey  was  taken  into  the 
cabinet,  Mr.  Labouchere  was  ap- 
pointed to  preside  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  P.  Thomson  over  the  board  of 
trade,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Smith  be- 
came under-secretary  for  the  co- 
lonies. 

While  these  alterations  in  the 
personnel  of  the  cabinet  were  in 
process,  the  great  entertainment 
which  had  been  so  long  preparing 
for  the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports  took  place  at  Dover,  on  the 
30th  of  August,  in  a  handsome 
pavillion  erected  for  the  occasion. 
The  floor  of  the  dining-room  was 
130  feet  long  by  120  broad.  The 
gallery  was  filled  with  ladies ;  and 
nearly  2,000  persons,  including 
many  distinguished  men  of  yarieus 
opinions,  sat  down  to  dinner. 
Many  speeches  were  made  on  the 
occasion ;  but  the  great  toast  of 
the  day  was  confided  to  lord 
Brougham,  who  was  greeted  with 
the  most  tumultuous  cheering  when 
he  rose  to  propose  the  health  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  We  can  only 
find  room  for  a  few  extracts  from 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  which 
will  however  convince  the  reader, 
that  he  did  not  permit  the  object 
of  his   epcomium   tp  suffer  fron^ 
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faint  praise.  Every  sentence  was 
interrupted  with  the  loudest  cheer- 
ing. "  Although  no  man/'  ohserv- 
ed  lord  Brougham,  ''on  such  an 
occassion  is  entitled  to  entertain 
any  personal  feelings  on  his  own 
behalf,  it  would  be  affectation — it 
would  be  insolent  ingratitude, 
were  I  not  to  express  the  senti- 
ments which  glow  within  my 
bosom  at  being  made  the  instru- 
ment of  making  known  those  feel- 
ings which  reign  predominant  in 
yours.  Enough,  however,  of  my- 
self. Now  for  my  mighty  subject. 
But,"  he  continued,  "the  choice 
you  have  made  of  your  instrument 
-—of  your  organ,  as  it  were,  upon 
this  occasion — is  not  unconnected 
with  that  subject  j  for  it  shows 
that  on  this  day,  on  tliis  occasion, 
all  personal,  all  political  feelings 
are  quelled— all  strife  of  party  is 
hushed — that  we  are  incapable, 
whatever  be  our  opinions,  of  re- 
fusing to  acknowledge  transcendant 
merit,  and  of  denying  that  we  feel 
the  irresistible  impulse  of  un- 
bounded gratitude :  and  I  am 
therefore  asked  to  do  this  service, 
as  if  to  show  that  no  difiference  of 
opinion  upon  subjects,  however 
important — ^no  long  course  of  op- 
position, however  contracted  upon 
public  principles — not  even  long 
inveterate  habits  of  public  oppo- 
sition— are  able  so  far  to  stifle  the 
natural  feelings  of  our  heart,  so  far 
to  obscure  our  reason,  as  to  pre- 
vent us  from  feeling  as  we  ought 
—boundless  gratitude  for  bound- 
less merit.  Neither  can  it  pluck 
from  our  minds  that  admiration 
proportioned  to  the  transcendant 
genius  in  peace  and  in  war  of  him 
who  is  amongst  us  to-day;  nor 
can  it  lighten  or  alleviate  the  pain- 
ful, the  deep  sense  which  the  un- 
tired  mind  never  can  get  rid  of  when 
it  18  overwhelmed  by  a  debt  of 


gratitude  too  boundless  to  be  re- 
paid. Party — the  spirit  of  party 
— may  do  much,  but  it  cannot 
operate  so  far  as  to  make  us  forget 
those  services;  it  cannot  so  far 
bewilder  the  memory,  and  pervert 
the  judgment,  and  quench  and 
stifle  the  warmth  of  the  natural 
affections,  and  eradicate  from  our 
bosoms  those  feelings  which  do  us 
most  honour  and  are  the  most  un- 
avoidable,-and  as  it  were  dry  up 
the  kindlyjuices  of  the  heart;  and, 
notwithstanding  all  its  vile  and 
malignant  influence  on  other  occa- 
sions, it  cannot  dry  up  thore  juices 
of  the  heart  so  as  to  parch  it  like 
very  charcoal,  and  make  it  almost 
as  black.  But  what  else  have  I  to 
do  ?  If  I  had  all  the  eloquence  of 
all  the  tongues  ever  attuned  to 
speak,  what  else  can  I  do?  How 
could  a  thousand  words,  or  all  the 
names  that  could  be  named,  speak 
so  powerfully — ay,  even  if  I  spoke 
with  the  tongue  of  an  angel,  as  if 
I  were  to  mention  one  word  — sir 
Arthur  Wellesley, duke  of  V\'elling- 
ton — the  hero  of  a  hundred  fields, 
in  all  of  which  his  banner  has 
waved  in  triumph;  who  never  — 
I  invoke  both  hemispheres  to  wit- 
ness— bear  witness  Europe,  bear 
witness  Asia — who  never  advanced 
but  to  cover  his  arms  with  glory  ; 
the  captain  who  never  advanced 
but  to  be  victorious^  the  mightier 
captain  who  never  retreated  but  to 
eclipse  the  glory  of  his  advance 
by  the  yet  harder  task  of  un- 
wearied patience,  indomitable  to 
lassitude,  the  inexhaustible  re- 
sources of  transcendant  skill,  show- 
ing the  wonders,  the  marvels  of  a 
moral  courage  never  yet  subdued. 
Despising  all  that  thwarted  him 
with  ill-considered  advice — neg- 
lecting all  hostility,  so  he  knew  it 
to  be  groundless— laughing  to 
scorn    reviling    enemies,    jealous 
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competitors,  lukewarm  friend 
ay,  hardest  of  all,  to  neglect  de- 
spising even  a  fickle  public;  he 
cast  his  eye  forwards  as  a  man 
might— else  he  deserves  not  to 
command  men— cast  forward  his 
eye  to  a  time  when  that  mo* 
mentary  fickleness  of  the  people 
would  pass  away— knowing  that 
in  the  end  the  people  are  always 
just  to  merit." 

The  flight  of  the  noble  pro- 
poser contrasted  singularly  with 
the  very  temperate  tenour  of  the 
reply  which  it  called  forth.  "  The 
noble  lord,"  proceeded  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  "  who  I  hope  will 
allow  me  to  call  him  my  noble 
friend,  has  stated  to  you  with  great 
truth,  that  there  are  times  and  cir- 
cumstances in  which,  and  under 
which,  all  feelings  of  party,  all 
party  aniraosity,  all  descriptions  of 
political  feelings  must  be  laid  aside. 
I  must  do  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  the  justice  to  say,  that  for 
years  and  years  there  has  been 
nothing  of  that  description  in  social 
life  as  between  him  and  me,  not- 
withstanding that  it  is  certainly 
true  that  I  have  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  differing  in  opinion  with 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  upon 
many  points  of  internal  and  possi- 
bly of  other  descriptions  of  policy. 
But  I  am  afraid  that,  not  with, 
standing  the  cordiality  in  which  I 
have  always  lived  with  you,  and 
notwithstanding  my  most  anxious 
wish  to  cooperate  with  all  of  you 
in  the  public  service  in  which  we 
have  all  been  employed,  I  may 
happen  (I  know  it  does  happen)  to 
differ  with  some  of  you  upon  sub- 
jects of  political  interest  to  the 
country.  But  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  judges  of  you  correctly 
when  he  states  that  such  feelings 
of  difference  would  not  prevent 
you— as  they  have  not  prevented 


you— from  doing  me  the  honour  of 
uniting  me  to  this  festival,  and  of 
bringing  here  to  meet  me,  not  only 
the  whole  of  thb  interestingcounty, 
but  persons  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  even  from  abroad. 
Therefore  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  does  you  as  well  as  himself 
justice  when  he  states  that  there 
are  occasions — occasions  in  relation 
to  individuals  as  well  as  in  rela- 
tion to  public  interest  and  services 
— in  which  all  feelings  of  party 
politics  and  opinions  must  be  laid 
aside,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
public  service  to  the  greatest  point 
of  advantage  to  the  public  interest. 
I  have  had  sufficient  experience  in 
public  life  to  know  that  this  must 
be  the  case.  I  am  convinced  that 
it  is  that  feeling  which  has  induced 
you  to  pay  this  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  person  holding  the  situation 
of  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
in  order  that  you  might  encourage 
others  hereafter  to  perform  their 
duty  honestly  and  conscientiouslj 
in  the  same  honourable  office." 
-  The  conservative  portion  of  the 
community,  it  is  well  known^  are 
usually  very  much  occupied  during 
the  intervfld  of  leisure  which  foU 
lows  the  prorogation  of  parliament, 
with  discussing  the  events  of  the 
past  campaign,  and  the  future 
prospects  of  the  party,  on  a  variety 
of  occasions  of  public  festivity. 
At  moments  like  these,  the  fortunes 
of  the  cause  naturally  wear  a  more 
triumphant  aspect,  the  fate  of  the 
opposite  interest  seems  to  be  more 
deservedly  desperate;  nor  is  it 
perhaps  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
agreeable  accessories  of  generous 
wine,  and  the  rounds  of  prompt 
approbation  should  sometimes  be* 
tray  the  unguarded  orator  into 
expressions  which  he  can  scarcely 
believe  to  be  his  own,  when  the 
morning,    that  bringft   reflection« 
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places  them  also  before  his  eyes  acts.  The  courtiers  and  ministers 
in  the  columns  of  the  recording  are  identical^  and  their  petty  and 
newspaper.  criminal  intrigues  are  carried  into 
A  speech,  delivered  by  Mr.  every  department  of  the  state.  The 
Bmdsha w,  the  member  for  Canter-  courts  of  former  sovereigns  have 
bury,  at  the  dinner  of  the  registra-  been  as  frivolous,  more  vicious 
tion  society  on  the  20th  of  October,  even  than  the  present,  but  the 
affords  a  striking  instance  of  this  government  of  the  country  and  the 
kind  of  indiscretion,  and  in  the  direction  of  public  affairs  have 
absence  of  more  important  events,  been  carried  on  by  statesmen  of 
was  turned  to  so  much  advantage  known  and  recognised  ability,  ho- 
by  the  journals  and  meetings  of  nour,  and  independence — ^ckeers^ 
the  opposite  faction,  that  we  have  — men  who  were  neither  the  boon 
thought  a  few  passages,  on  this  ac-  companions  of  the  sovereign,  nor 
count  alone,  deserving  of  insertion,  the  willing  slaves  of  his  follies  and 
Mr.  Bradshaw  is  represented  as  caprices — [Great  cheering].  I  be- 
having spoken  of  the  highest  per-  lieve  in  my  conscience  that  tha 
mmage  in  the  realm  in  the  following  favourite  equerries  are  younger, 
reprehensible  language:  "  Brought  better  looking,  and  better  dressed 
up  under  the  auspices  of  the  citizen  men  than  sir  Robert  Peel,  that 
king  of  the  Belgians,  the  serf  of  lord  Melbourne  can  tell  a  tale  meet 
Prance,  and  guided  by  his  influence,  for  a  lady's  ear  far  better  than  the 
the  queen  thinks  that  if  the  mo-  duke  of  Wellington,  and  that, 
narchy  lasts  her  time,  it  is  enough :  neither  lord  Stanley  nor  sir  James 
but  the  people  of  England  will  Graham  can  compete  with  my  lord 
never  consent  that  the  crown  shall  Normanby  in  the  getting  up  of  a 
be  degraded  and  debased  for  the  pageant ;  but  are  these  the  quali- 
inglorious  ease  of  any  created  being  fications  which  the  people  of  Eng- 
[tremendous  cheers'] ,  nor  that  the  land  prize  so  much  as  to  sacrifice 
personal  wishes  and  caprices  of  the  to  them  their  religion,  their  na- 
Bovereign  shall  direct  the  conduct  tional  honour,  and  the  care  ot  their 
of  the  executive — [^Renewed  cheer-  ancient  institutions?" — [^Tremen- 
i«g]].  The  monarchy  has  also  its  dous  applause.] 
rights,  but  it  has  also  its  duties.  It  is  but  justice,  however,  to 
The  people  of  this  country  will  not  add,  that  the  member  for  Canter- 
be  trampled  on  by  pope  or  sove-  bury  subsequenily  stated  that  his 
reign,  still  less  will  they  endure  speech  had  not  been  accurately 
that  a  petty  German  prince  shall  reported. 

hold  the  fair  realm  of  England  in        At  about  the  same  period,  the 

fee  farm — [^Applause'^'     We  have  presence  of  the  colonel  and  officers 

not  forgotten  the  forced  abdication  of  the  20th  regiment  at    another 

of  the  second  James,  nor  are  we  dinner  of  the  conservative  associa- 

ignorant  that  the  title  to  the  throne  tion  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  where 

of  these  realms  is  that  derived  from  very    intemperate    speeches    of  a 

a   Protestant  princess.     No  one,"  similar    nature     were     delivered, 

pursued  Mr.  Bradshaw,  **  can  re-  attracted  the  notice,  and  eventually 

gret  more  than  I  do,  the  growing  severe     censure,     of    the     Horse 

unpopularity  of  thequeen — [cheers \  Guards.     By  order  of  the  com- 

->-and  her  court ;  but  look  at  the  mander    in   chief,    the  adjutant- 

composition  of  that  court  and  its  general>  sir  John  Macdonald,  v 
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instructed  to  forward  to  colonel 
Thomas,  on  the  3rd  of  November, 
an  extract  of  '^  expressions  most 
insulting  and  disrespectful  towards 
the  queen,"  which  were  reported  in 
the  **  Times"  to  have  been  used  by 
Mr.  Roby  on  that  occasion,  and  to 
beg  him  to  acquaint  the  writer, 
for  lord  Hill's  information 9  whe- 
ther colonel  Thomas  heard  them, 
and  whether  if  they  reached  his 
ears  he  expressed  immediately  his 
disapprobation  of  those  sentiments. 
"I  am  to  add,"  said  sir  John, 
'^  that  it  is  most  painful  to  lord 
Hill  to  know  that  officers  of  the 
army  were  present  on  such  an  oc- 
casion ;  but  that  his  lordship  will 
refrain  from  passing  any  opinion 
on  the  case  until  you  shall  have 
furnished  such  explanation  relative 
thereto  as  you  may  be  prepared  to 
submit  for  his  consideration." 

Colonel  Thomas  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Without  pretending 
to  answer  for  the  accuracy  of  the 
isolated  passages  taken  from  the 
newspapers,  he  stated  in  reply, 
that  as  no  expression  uttered  by 
Mr.  Roby  conveyed  to  his  mind 
that  the  slightest  disrespect,  much 
less  insult,  was  intended  by  that 
gentleman  for  the  queen,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  ground  for  mani- 
festing any  disapproval.  **  I  had 
flattered  myself,"  continued  the 
gallant  officer,  *'  that  my  long  and 
painful  services  of  upwards  of  one- 
and- forty  years  might  have  assured 
lord  Hill  that  I  would  not  have 
been  wanting  had  such  an  impres- 
sion been  received  by  me. 

*^  I  have  to  lament  that  the 
knowledge  of  officers  having  been 
present  on  such  an  occasion  should 
be  painful  to  lord  Hill.  With  re- 
ference to  myself,  I  was  honoured 
with  an  invitation  as  a  member  of 
parliament    to    meet   sir  Francis 


Burdett,  which  I  could  have  no 
hesitation  in  accepting." 

The  Horse  Guards  were  not 
satisfied  with  this  explanation,  and 
desired  colonel  Thomas  to  restrict 
his  answer  to  "  the  simple  denial 
or  admission  required  of  him  in 
their  first  communication  ?" 

Colonel  Thomas  replied,  that 
after  the  assertion  made  in  his  first 
answer,  and  the  further  statement 
subsequently  given  in  a  letter  of 
the  14th  inst,  in  which  he  denied 
having  heard  the  particular  ex. 
pressions  quoted,  and  gave  his 
opinion  that  the  extract  was  ''a 
garbled  report"  of  the  words  which 
actually  fell  from  Mr.  Rohj,  he 
had  no  further  explanation  to  make 
—nothing  more  either  to  retract 
or  to  admit — and  he  stood  upon  his 
character  as  a  soldier  and  his  birth- 
right as  a  gentleman,  which  he 
could  not  but  feel  had  been  re. 
fleeted  upon  by  most  unmerited 
suspicion. 

The  last  document  in  this  trans« 
action  is  a  communication  from 
sir  J.  Macdonald  to  the  commander 
of  the  northern  district^  sir  Charles 
Napier.  After  recapitulating  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  sir  John 
goes  on  to  say,  with  reference  to 
the  above  proceedings,— 

"  It  is  most  painful  to  lord  Hill 
to  observe^  that,  upon  their  own 
showing,  colonel  Thomas  and  the 
other  officers  in  question  have 
placed  themselves  in  the  mortifj- 
ing  predicament  of  being  obliged 
to  confess  that  they  lent  their  pro* 
sence  to  a  meeting  of  a  stroiig 
party  character,  at  which  expres- 
sions were  uttered  which  thej  are 
unprepared  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  towards  the  person  of  their 
sovereign. 

*'  In  this  state  of  a  case^  on  every 
account  very  distressing  to  him,  it 
remains  for  lord  Hill  but  \q  order 
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that  you  convey  to  colonel  Thomas^ 
and  to  every  other  officer  belonging 
to  the  forces  now  serving  under 
your  command^  who  was  present 
upon  the  above  occasion^  the  ex- 
pression of  his  lordship's  most 
pointed  and  decided  displeasure; 
reminding  them  that^  as  military 
servants^  they  are  bound  to  confine 
themselves  to  their  military  duties ; 
and  that  when  they  thus  venture 
to  connect  themselves  with  any 
party  association,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, or  upon  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  they  incur  a  heavy 
responsibility,  and  expose  them- 
selves to  the  heaviest  blame. 

'*  In  Colonel  Thomas's  first  let- 
ter to  the  adjutant-general  upon 
this  unpleasant  subject,  he  states 
that  he  was  invited  by  this  con- 
servative association  '  as  a  member 
of  parliament.'  In  reference  to 
that  part  of  the  colonel's  statement, 
I  have  it  specially  in  command  to 
declare,  that,  whilst  lord  Hill 
yields  to  no  one  in  respect  for  the 
privileges  of  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, his  lordship  will  not  suffer 
any  officer  of  the  army  to  build 
his  justification  upon  them,  when 
he  thinks  fit  to  resort  to  a  measure 
calculated  to  compromise  the  cha- 
racter and  discipline  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

**  Lord  Hill  thinks  it  scarcely 
necessary  to  add,  that  the  prohibi- 
tion to  attend  party  meetings,  in 
their  military  capacity  (except 
when  on  duty  and  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities  of  the  country), 
applies  to  the  officers  of  the  army 
at  large. 

''  His  lordship's  final  orders  are, 
that  you,  on  receipt  hereof,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable  without  subjecting  the 
public  service  to  injury  or  incon- 
venience, proceed  to  Ashton-under- 
linej    and    there    assemble    the 


officers  of  the  20th  regiment  (com- 
manding captain  Ainslie's  presence 
likewise),  reading  this  letter  to 
them,  and  intimating  to  them  that 
his  lordship  will  allow  no  further 
discussion  of  a  subject  which  has 
already  been  exhausted  by  official 
correspondence,  upon  which  no 
new  facts  can  be  elicited,  and  upon 
which  therefore  his  opinions  are 
settled  and  immutable. 

« I  have,  &c." 

Here  the  matter  ended,  but  it 
continued  for  some  time  to  be  very 
violently  discussed  by  the  news- 
papers of  the  different  political 
parties  ^  and  indeed  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  loyalty  of  the 
queen's  conservative  subjects  was 
in  danger  of  taking  some  discredit 
by  the  intemperance  of  partizans 
whose  zeal  perhaps  is  greater  than 
their  wisdom. 

In  the  meanwhile,  her  majesty 
was  pleased  to  communicate  to  the 
members  of  the  privy  council  as- 
sembled at  Buckingham. palace,  on 
the  23rd  of  November,  her  inten- 
tion of  contracting  an  alliance  with 
a  prince  of  the  fortunate  family  of 
Saxe  Coburg  Gotha.  The  decla- 
ration was  made  by  her  majesty  in 
the  following  terms  :— 

^'  I  have  caused  you  to  be  sum- 
moned at  the  present  time  in  order 
that  I  may  acquaint  you  with  my 
resolution  in  a  matter  which  deeply 
concerns  the  welfare  of  my  people, 
and  the  happiness  of  my  future 
life. 

'*  It  is  my  intention  to  ally  my- 
self in  marriage  with  the  prince 
Albert  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Gotha. 
Deeply  impressed  with  the»  so* 
lemnity  of  the  engagement  which 
I  am  about  to  contract,  I  have  not 
come  to  this  decision  without  ma- 
ture consideration,  nor  without 
feeling  a  strong  assurance  that, 
with   the  blessing    of   Almighty 
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Gody  it  will  at  once  secure  my 
domestic  felicity^  and  serve  the 
interests  of  my  country. 

"  I  have  thought  fit  to  make  this 
resolution  known  to  you  at  the 
earliest  period,  in  order  that  you 
may  be  fullv  apprised  of  a  matter 
so  highly  important  to  me  and  to 
my  kingdom^  and  which  I  persuade 
myself  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
all  my  loving  subjects.*' 

Upon  this  announcement^  all 
the  privy  councillors  present  made 
it  their  humble  request  to  her  ma- 
jesty, that  her  majesty's  most 
gracious  declaration  to  them  might 
be  made  public;  which  her  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  order  accord- 
.     ingly. 

Since  the  accession  of  queen 
Victoria,  no  man  has  taken  greater 
pains  to  acquire  a  character  for 
loyalty  than  Mr.  O'Connell,  who 
is  only  too  eager  to  protect  the 
queen,  in  his  own  way,  from  the 
conservatives  no  less  than  the 
chartists,  as  the  reader  will  gather 
from  the  delicate  extract  which 
we  have  preserved  from  his  speech 
at  Bandon,  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember. 

"  We  must  be,"  cried  the  great 
agitator—'*  we  are — ^loyal  to  our 
young  and  lovely  queen — God 
bless  her ! — [Tumultuous  cheers.] 
We  must  be — we  are — attached  to 
the  throne,  and  to  the  lovely  being 
by  whom  it  is  filled.  She  is  going 
to  be  married ! — [Tremendous  ap* 
plause."}  I  wish  she  may  have  as 
many  children  as  my  grandmother 
had  —  two-and-twenty  !  —  Q7m- 
mense  cheering  and  taughterr] 
God  bless  the  queen!  I  am  a 
father,  and  a  grandfather ;  and,  in 
the  face  of  heaven,  1  pray  with  as 
much  honesty  and  fervency  for 
queen  Victoria,  as  I  do  for  any  one 
of  my  own  progeny.  The  moment 
I  heard  of  the  daring  and  audacious 


menaces  of  the  torien  towards  the 
sovereign,  I  promulgated,  through 
the  press,  my  feelings  of  detesta- 
tion and  my  determination  on  the 
matter.  Oh !  if  I  be  not  greatly 
mistaken,  I'd  get,  in  one  day,  five 
hundred  thousand  brave  Irishmen  to 
defend  the  life,  the  honour,  and  the 
person  of  the  beloved  young  lady 
by  whom  England's  throne  is  now 
fiWed"^  [Exulting  and  protracted 
cheers^  Let  every  man  in  the 
vast  and  multitudinous  assembly 
stretched  out  before  me,  who  is 
loyal  to  the  queen,  and  would  de- 
fend her  to  the  last,  lift  up  his 
right  hand — [The  entire  assembly 
responded  to  the  appeal.'}  There 
are  hearts  in  those  bands.  I  tell 
you,  that  if  necessity  required, 
there  would  be  swords  in  them— 
[Arvful  cheering]," 

We  have  already  mentioned  that 
there  was  scarcely  any  town  of 
importance  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  whose  tranquillity  was 
not  compromised  by  the  chartists 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  We  have* 
however,  now  to  relate  the  parti- 
culars of  an  insurrection  even  more 
alarming  than  the  Birmingham 
outrage,  which  broke  out  at  New- 
port in  Monmouthshire  at  the  dose 
of  1839.  This  town  is  the  capital 
of  a  tract  of  country  called  the 
Hill  district,  which  forma  a  sort 
of  triangle,  the  apex  of  which  may 
be  placed  at  Risca,  five  miles 
from  Newport,  the  base  at  about  a 
distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles* 
The  whole  region  is  intersected  1^ 
glens  watered  by  streams^  and 
maintains  a  mining  population  of 
nearly  forty  thousand  persons  in 
regions  which  fifly  years  ago  ex- 
hibited nothing  but  the  scattered 
dwellings  of  a  few  shepherds. 
They  are  represented  to  be  in  a 
condition  of  great  ignorance,  and 
had  been^  it  appears,  for  some  time 
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Organised  by  the  practices  of  in- 
flammatory agents  into  secret  soci- 
etiesy  through  whose  means  the  di* 
rections  of  their  leaders  were  very 
rapidly  circulated  and  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

The  chief  actor  in  these  pro- 
ceedings was  a  person  named 
Frosty  a  linen  draper  in  Newport, 
who  had  some  years  before  been 
created  a  magistrate  by  lord  John 
Russell  in  spite  of  a  remonstrance 
which  was  made  against  the  ap- 
pointment on  the  grounds  of  his 
being  then  committed  to  a  course 
of  popular  agitation  inconsistent 
with  the  moderation  desirable  in 
persons  placed  in  the  commission 
of  the  peace.  It  will  perhaps  be 
remembered  that  the  same  indivi- 
dual had  very  recently  attracted 
the  censure  of  the  home  office  by 
the  delivery  of  a  seditious  harangue. 
A  very  insolent  reply  was  re- 
turned by  Mr.  Frost  to  lord  J. 
Russell,  and  he  was  forthwith  re- 
moved from  the  magistracy,  a 
measure  which  may  perhaps  have 
had  the  effect  of  precipitating  the 
execution  of  his  insane  and  mis- 
chievous intentions. 

It  appears  that  after  various 
conferences  conducted  under  the 
profoundest  secrecy  in  the  presence 
of  Frost,  the  plan  was  finally 
adopted  at  a  convention  of  the  de- 
puties at  their  customary  rendez- 
vous, a  public  house  near  Black- 
wood, on  the  Friday  preceding  the 
actuid  insurrection.  They  made  a 
calculation  of  the  armed  forces  at 
their  disposal,  and  determined  to 
assemble  on  the  night  of  Sunday 
the  4  th  of  November  in  three  prin- 
cipal divisions.  The  first  was  to 
meet  at  Blackwood  under  the  di- 
rection of  Frost  himself.  Zepha- 
niah  Williams,  who  kept  a  beer 
shop  at  Colebrook  dale,  was  to 
lead  the  men  from  Nant-y-glo  and 


the  vicinity,  while  the  third  con- 
tingent of  persons  from  Pontypool 
and  the  north  western  district,  fell 
under  the  control  of  William 
Jones,  a  watchmaker  in  that  town. 
The  whole  body  were  to  unite  at 
Risca  bv  twelve  o'clock,  and  march 
into  Newport  at  the  dead  of  night. 
They  then  proposed  to  attack  the 
troops,  break  down  the  bridge 
which  crosses  the  Usk,  send  up 
signal  rockets  from  the  surround* 
ing  hills;  and  it  was  further 
agreed  with  those  who  vi^ere  in 
their  counsels  in  Birmingham,  that 
the  non-arrival  of  the  mail  within 
an  hour  and  a  half  of  its  customary 
time  should  be  the  token  for  a  ge- 
neral rising  in  the  north,  which 
would  end  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  charter  as  the  law  of  the  land* 

We  proceed  to  relate  the  issue 
of  these  arrangements.  On  Sun- 
day evening  Frost  led  his  follow- 
ers from  Risca  down  to  the  Welch 
Oak,  the  point  of  juncture,  at  the 
designated  hour,  and  waited  there 
with  the  men  under  his  orders  until 
the  day  had  broken.  When,  how* 
ever,  no  further  aids  were  found 
to  come  in,  he  gave  the  word  of 
command,  and  put  his  men  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  whole  division,  in  mar- 
tial order,  five  abreast,  armed  some 
with  guns,  others  with  bludgeons, 
pikes  or  pickaxes  in  their  hands, 
to  the  number  of  five  thousand, 
moved  down  through  Tredegar 
park  upon  Newport. 

The  best  preparations  in  the 
meantime  that  the  emergency 
would  permit  were  made  by  the 
mayor,  sir  Thomas  Philips,  for  the 
security  of  the  town.  Special  con- 
stables were  placed  at  the  three 
principal  inns,  and  the  mayor  sat 
up  all  night  in  the  Westgate  ho- 
tel making  arrangements,  and 
sending  scouts  out  into  the  coun* 
try,    ft  was  no  sooner  ascertained 
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that  the  chartists  were  actually  on 
the  march  for  Newport,  than  sir 
T.  Philips  made  application  for 
aid  to  captain  Stacks  who  com- 
manded a  company  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Thirty  men  were  ac- 
cordingly sent  off  under  the  con- 
duct of  lieutenant  Grey,  who  threw 
themselves  into  the  Westgate  inn 
which  stands  in  the  market-place, 
and  was  expected  to  be  made  the 
chief  point  of  assault.  Two  large 
rooms^  one  at  each  end  of  the 
building,  open  on  to  the  street  with 
projecting  windows^  and  commu- 
nicate with  each  other  by  means 
of  a  corridor.  The  eastern  apart- 
ment was  occupied  by  the  military. 
In  the  western  one  were  assembled 
the  magistrates  with  the  police^ 
while  a  body  of  special  constables 
surrounded  the  entrance  of  the 
hotel. 

No  sooner  had  Frost  become 
aware  of  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
at  the  Westgate  than  he  advanced 
upon  the  town  with  two  divisions^ 
who  took  separate  ways  on  enter- 
ing Newport,  and  united  subse- 
quently in  the  market-place  in  the 
front  of  the  inn.  The  porch  was 
protected  by  special  constables. 
The  insurgents  called  upon  them 
to  surrender :  they  refused.  Upon 
this  reply,  the  word  was  given  to 
lire,  and  a  volley  was  discharged 
against  the  bow  window  of  the 
room  where  the  military  were  lo- 
cated, at  the  same  time  that  the 
rioters  by  means  of  pikes  and  other 
instruments  drove  in  the  door  and 
poured  through  the  hall  into  the 
passage.  A  moment's  delay  would 
have  ended  in  a  massacre.  Orders 
were  given  to  the  soldiers  to  load : 
they  did  so,  and  fired  down  the 


passage  at  the  same  time  that  lieu- 
tenant Gray>  with  the  mayor,  who 
behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and 
sergeant  Daly  opened  each  one  of 
the  shutters  of  the  window  that 
gave  upon  the  street.  A  shower 
of  slugs  immediately  poured  in, 
which  took  effect  upon  sir  Thomas 
Philips  and  several  other  persons, 
but  the  oblique  sides  of  the  win- 
dow enabled  the  men  to  open  a 
severe  raking  discharge  upon  the 
mob  without,  who,  after  a  few 
rounds  of  musquetry  were  put  to 
the  rout  and  fled  in  all  directions : 
a  great  many,  however,  were  killed 
on  the  spot  or  severely  wounded. 
Frost  himself  was  not  visible  after 
the  first  discharge,  he  was  however 
afterwards  seen  crossing  Tredegar 
park,  and  was  eventually  arrested 
in  Newport  on  the  same  evening. 
Zephaniah  Williams  had  arrived 
at  the  rendezvous  ten  minutes  too 
late,  while  Jones  who  like  him, 
had  a  longer  march  to  make,  had 
proceeded  no  further  than  Mal- 
pas  when  the  news  of  the  disaster 
at  Newport  came  to  his  ears,  and 
he  disbanded  his  men  and  fled. 
These  persons  were  afterwards 
taken  and  indicted  with  several 
others  for  high  treason.  A  special 
commission  was  sent  down  to 
Monmouth  to  try  the  rioters,  and 
sentence  of  death  was  recorded 
against  Frost,  Jones  and  Williams, 
a  punishment  which  was  ulti- 
mately commuted  to  transporta- 
tion for  life.  For  a  luminous  ex- 
position of  the  treason  law  by*sir 
Nicholas  Tindal,  as  well  as  for  the 
further  particulars  of  the  trial,  we 
must  refer  the  reader  to  the 
cond  department  of  the  volume. 
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CHAPTER  Xni. 

British  India.  Notice  of  Affghcttiistan  ^-^  Dismemherment  of  the 
Kingdom  —  Principalities  of  Cuhool — Candahar — Peshawur  and 
Herat — Differences  between  Herat  and  Persia — Mr,  Ellis  arrives 
at  Tehran — His  account  of  the  Shah's  designs  upon  Herat — Expe- 
dition abandoned  at  Asterabad  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
the  Russian  Minister — Lord  Durham's  application  to  Af .  Nesselrode 
— His  Explanations — Politics  of  the  Princes  of  Candahar  and  Ca^ 
bool — Kuzzilbashes — Objects  of*  the  Shah  in  seeking  a  Russian  alii' 
ance — He  prepares  for  a  new  campaign — Negotiations  opened  with- 
out success  tnrough  Mr,  M'NeiU— Expedition  sets  forth — Lord 
Durham  and  M,  Rodqfinikin — Appearance  of  Captain  Ficovich^^ 
Proceedings  of  Dost  Mahotnmed^— Persian  Envoy  at  Candahar^^ 
Mission  (f  Captain  Burnes  to  Cabool — Proposes  an  English  alliance 
upon  certain  conditions — Captain  Vicovich  in  Cabool  with  letters  from 
ilie  Emperor  and  Count  Simonich —  The  Shah  lays  siege  to  Heral^-^ 
Great  Importance  of  that  Position — Outrages  committed  upon  British 
servants  in  Persia — Mr,  M'Neill  proceeds  to  the  Camp  to  endea^ 
vour  to  effect  an  arrangement — Disconcerted  by  the  arrival  of 
Count  Simonich-^Insincere  demeanour  of  the  Shah — Fails  to  obtain 
redress — Retires  from  the  Persian  Court  in  consequence"^ Palmer- 
stones  menace — Military  preparations  in  India — Failure  of  general 
assault  of  Herat  under  the  direction  of  Count  Simonich — Gal- 
lantry of  the  Affghans — Lieutenant  Pottinger — Indian  Government 
resolves  to  invade  Affghanistan^- Remarks  in  justification  of  that 
measure  —Siege  of  nerat  raised — Explanations  demanded  by  Lord 
Palmer ston  from  the  Court  of  St.  Pelersburgh — Count  Nesselrode' s 
note — Answer  of  Ijord  Palmer  ston — Second  letter  of  M,  NesseU 
rode — Recall  of  Count  Simonich  and  M.  Vicovich, 

THE  forces  collected  on  the  the  reasons  which  had  led  to  so 
northern  borders  of  British  important  a  proceeding  in  an  ela- 
India  towards  the  close  of  1838^  borate  manifesto  which  will  be 
were  put  in  motion  for  the  western  noticed  in  its  place.  In  the  mean- 
frontier  at  the  commencement  of  while^  the  papers  subsequently  pre- 
the  present  year,  with  the  appella-  sen  ted  to  parliament  have  cast  a 
tion  of  the  ♦*  Army  of  the  Indus,"  much  clearer  light  upon  the  ante- 
8n4  the  Governor-General  set  forth  cedents  of  the  momentous  events 
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which  have  since  taken  place  in 
Central  Asia,  and  before  we  relate 
the  issue  which  awaited  the  adven- 
turous expedition  beyond  the  bar- 
rier waters  of  the  sacred  river,  we 
propose  to  collect  from  these  ma- 
terials some  outline  of  the  compli- 
cated negotiations  which  preceded 
the  declaration  of  hostilities.  Nor 
will  it  be  out  of  place  to  introduce 
our  account  with  a  brief  exposition 
of  the  domestic  relations  obtaining 
between  the  Affghan  princes^  at  the 
period  when  the  inimical  practices 
of  the  weiterp  powers  attracted  for- 
cibly the  solicitude  of  the  British 
government  to  Cabool. 

The  kingdom  of  Afghanistan 
has  been  called  the  land  of  transi- 
tion between  eastern  and  western 
Asift.  There  is  a  proverb  which 
says  that  no  one  can  be  king  of 
Hiqdostan  without  first  becoming 
the  lord  of  Cabool.  All  the  great 
routes  th£tt  lead  from  Persia  to  the 
Indies  pass  through  the  region  in 
question,  and  it  has  accordingly 
been  made  from  time  out  of  mind 
the  high  road  of  every  conqueror 
of  India.  More  than  two  thousand 
years  ago  Alexander  the  Great, 
after  taking  Herat,  the  ancient 
Aria,  led  his  arrnies  across  the 
plains  of  Cabool,  and  so  late  as 
1738,  the  same  historic  country 
was  traversed  by  the  hosts  of  Na- 
dir Shah.  Mahmoud  the  Ghisneh- 
orlte,  wlio  in  the  first  millennary 
of  our  era  carried  the  religion  of 
Islam  into  India,  and  founded  a 
great  empire,  was  sultan  of  Ghis- 
neh  in  Affghan istan.  In  the  year 
1398,  before  he  drove  his  con- 
quests to  the  briiik  of  tbe  Ganges, 
Tamerlan,  the  sovereign  of  Upper 
Asia,  made  himself  master  of  Ca- 
bool ;  and  Baher,  who  established 
in  15^0  at  Delhi  the  empires  of 
the  Moghuls,  began  with  the  so- 
vereignty of  the   same   city.     In 


the  fertile  district  of  neutral 
ground  interposed  between  the 
western  abutment  of  the  Hima- 
layan mountains^  and  the  desert 
which  lies  along  its  southern  bor- 
ders, has  nature  apparently  depo- 
sited the  keys  of  the  empire  of 
Asia. 

The  founder  of  the  Affghan 
empire,  Ahmed  Shah,  who  died  in 
1773^  in  accordance,  so  to  speak, 
with  the  propension  of  the  nation 
which  he  swayed,  made  several 
victorious  incursions  into  the  east. 
Timour  Shah  his  son  walked  in 
the  steps  of  his  father,  bqt  the 
fortune  of  an  Asiatic  empire  sel- 
dom endures  beyond  the  ih,ird 
generation,  and  the  decease  of 
Timour  in  1793  delivered  over  tbe 
kingdom  to  the  domestic  hostili- 
ties of  his  sons.  Therival  tribeof  the 
Barukzyes  took  Advantage  of  these 
dissensions  to  precipitate  from  their 
sovereignty  the  despendant^  of 
Ahmed  Shah,  and  when  sir  Alex- 
ander Bumes,  in  1838,  visited 
Affghanistan,  the  only  portion 
which  remained  in  the  hands  of  a 
descendant  of  the  royal  sepft  was 
the  principality  of  Herat*  the  rest 
of  the  kingdom  was  cantoned  out 
between  the  usurping  family  in 
the  following  manner.  Dost  Ma- 
hommed  Khan  ruled  }n  Cabool; 
his  military  force  at  tlmt  time 
amounted  to  9000  horse  and  2000 
infantry,  besides  an  occasional  mi- 
litia and  a  park  of  fourteen  guns. 
The  country  is  by  nature  strong 
and  mountainous,  but  interteeted 
by  various  good  roads,  and  sir 
Alexander  gives  a  favourable  pic- 
ture of  the  personal  quaUtioB  and 
administrative  abilities  of  t)i«  so-i 
vereign.  Sirdar  Sooltan  M^hom- 
med  Khan,  although  the  soIq  voiw 
of  Pesbawur,  vhatv^  its  Ttvepuea 
with  two  other  brothers,  Penr  and 
Sared  Mohammed  Khai|i.  The  mi-. 
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IjMjry  itrengft  of  iWs  province  wa« 

upipapqrtam/and  tbe  ruler  fe}l  Ux 
%\\oxi  of  his  brother  of  Cabpol  in 
enpficUy.  Candahar  was  governed 
by  Kobun  Dil  Kban>  assisted  by 
Bubun  Dil  and  Sbere  Dil^  his  two 
brothers*  Its  ordinary  forces  con- 
aiflted  of  about  9000  horse.  The 
chiefs  of  Pe«hawur  and  Candahar 
were,  until  danger  from  abroad 
menaced  them,  at  enmity  with 
their  brother  Poat  Mahommed 
Khan* 

The  fall  of  the  hoqse  of  Ahmed 
Shahi  and  the  subsequent  par^^ 
tition  of  bis  dominions  took  {Dace 
in  tbe  following  manner ;  In  the 
yef^r  ISOp,  the  reigning  prince 
W^  driven  from  the  throne  of  Ca. 
bool  by  his  half  brother  Mahmoodj 
whom  about  six  years  before  he 
bad  himself  been  instrumental  in 
deposing,  Mahmood  owed  his  sue* 
ceiii  to  Fntiteb  Khan>  the  chief  of 
th^  great  family  pf  Barukzyes,  and 
the  mo^t  powerful  of  th§  Aifghan 
nobles*  Futteh  Khan  under  thq 
designation  of  vizier  thencefor-p 
ward  governed  tbe  kingdomi  while 
tho  monarch  abandoned  himself  to 
debauchery.  Though  he  evinced 
no  want  of  reppect  or  allegiance  to 
Mahmood,  the  vizier  took  c^re  to 
distribute  the  difftJrent  govern-* 
menta  of  his  kingdom  among  his 
numerous  brothers.  Bqt  if  M  h« 
mood  felt  no  reluctance  to  submit 
tQ  the  ascendancy  of  his  able  and 
powerful  minister,  it  was  other?> 
wise  with  prince  Kamran  his  son. 
At  the  instigation  of  the  latter, 
Fntteh  Khan  was  seized  at  Herat 
and  deprived  of  his  eye  sight,  and 
a  few  months  afterwards  the  un- 
fortunate minister  was  literally 
hacked  to  pieces  by  the  courtiers  of 
Mahmood  in  the  presence  of  that 
monarch. 

Thi^  act,  of  which  the  folly 
equgdled  the  atrocity,  drove  the  all^ 


powerful  brothers  of  Fnt^li  Khan 
into  rebellion,  and  IMahmood  who 
had  fled  to  Herat  after  the  niurder 
of  his  friend  and  protectori  aban- 
doned the  throne  without  a  struggle* 
Although  he  retained  Herat  with 
the  title  of  king,  he  becanie  in  ef** 
feet  a  vassal  of  Persia;,  and  left  his 
dominions  for  the  Barnk^ve  bro« 
thers  to  dispose  of  at  their  pleasure* 
The  eldest  survivor  of  these  W48 
Mahpmmed  Azeem  Khan,  who,  in 
concert  with  his  brothers,  deter-r 
niined  on  recalling  Shoojah  to 
the  throne,  who,  after  many 
perilous  adventures,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Runjeet  Sing 
at  Lahore.  Shoojah  contrived  to 
effect  his  escape,  but  the  Baruk-^ 
zye  family  having  taken  ofiepce  at 
his  arrogant  treatment  of  Qne  qf 
their  friends,  transferred  their  sup« 
port  to  his  brother  Eyoob,  wbQi|i 
they  invested  with  the  trappings 
of  royalty,  while  they  retained  to 

themselves  the  entire  power  and 

revenues  of  the  kingdom* 

After  the  death  of  Futteh  Khan, 
the  dismemberment  of  the  Afghan 
kingdom  proceeded  rapidly.  Runn' 
jeet  Sing  seized  some  of  its  finest 
provinces  including  Cashmere,  and 
Peshawur  itself  was  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  vassal  city^  These 
reverses  shortened  the  life  of  Azeein 
Khan,  he  died,  leaving  a  son  who^e 
rights  were  disregarded  by  his  powt 
erful  uncles,  Shere  Pll  Khan  and 
Post  Mahommed.  The  former  of 
these  chiefs  established  himself  ^t 
Candahar  as  an  independent  prinpe, 
And  the  latter  made  himself  master 
of  Cahool,  Another  brother.  Sirdar 
Sooltan  Mahommed  Khan,  became 
the  tributary  governor  of  Pesha- 
wur* Meanwhile,  Balkh  was  an? 
nexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Bokhara, 
and  the  Ameers  of  Sinde  declared 
themselves  independent.  The  pup- 
pet monarch  Eyoob  iied  tQ  Lahore* 
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The  only  province  of  the  king- 
dom which  remained  in  the  hands 
of  a  descendant  of  the  royal  family 
was  Herat,,  which  holds  so  con- 
spicuous a  place  in  the  transactions 
of  which  we  shall  have  to  give 
some  account.  Prince  Kamran^ 
without  directly  acknowledging 
the  sovereignty  of  Persia,  had  been 
for  some  years  in  the  practice  of 
rendering  an  occasional  tribute  to 
the  Shah  as  often  as  the  governor 
of  the  Persian  province  of  Kho- 
rassan  was  strong  enough  to  extort 
it,  when  the  successes  of  the  late 
prince  royal  Abbas  Meerza  in  his 
Khorassan  campaigns  became  the 
means  of  inducing  Kamran  to  con- 
tract still  further  engagements  to 
the  court  of  Tehran.  Abbas 
Meerza  died  in  1833.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  the  same  year,  his  father, 
Futteh  Ally  Shah,  the  reigning 
prince  followed  him  to  the  grave, 
and  by  the  assistance  of  British 
officers  and  supplies  of  money  from 
the  English  treasury,  his  grand- 
son, the  present  Mohammed  Shah, 
was  enabled  to  ascend  the  throne 
of  Persia. 

The  prince  of  Herat,  in  the 
meanwhile,  not  only  failed  to  per- 
form his  engagements,  the  principal 
of  which  related  to  the  razing  of 
the  fort  of  Ghorian,  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Khorassan,  the  return  of  cer- 
tain families  to  their  proper  domi- 
cile in  Persia,  and  the  annual 
payment  of  10,000  tomauns,  but 
he  permitted  his  vizier  Yar  Mo- 
hammed Khan,  to  pass  through 
Seistan,  which  he  occupied,  into 
Khorassan,  and  having  compelled 
the  chiefs  of  Khiva  and  Khafin  to 
pay  tribute  to  Kamran  Meerza,  to 
carry  away  twelve  thousand  per- 
sons and  sell  them  all  as  slaves. 

This  default  on  the  part  of  Kam- 
ran furnished  the  Persian  monarch 
with  a  pretext  for  endeavouring  to 


make  himself  master  of  Herat,  nor 
can  it  be  questioned  that  Moham- 
med Shah  had  very  real  grounds 
of  resentment  against  the  ruler  of 
that  city.  Accordingly,  when  Mr. 
Ellis,  in  the  year  1835,  arrived  in 
Persia  on  a  mission  of  condolence 
and  congratulation,  he  found  the 
young  Shah  fully  occupied  with 
schemes  of  military  aggrandise- 
ment, and  more  particularly  bent 
upon  an  expedition  into  Affghan- 
istan,  with  the  immediate  purpose 
of  reducing  Herat  The  Persian 
ministers,  however,  did  not  conceal 
from  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  claims  of 
the  Persian  monarchy  extended  in 
fact  as  far  as  Ghisni  and  Candahar, 
a  pretention  derived  from  a  period 
not  more  recent  than  the  reign  of 
Nadir  Shah. 

So  long  however  as  the  designs 
of  Persia  were  ostensibly  limited 
to  an  attack  upon  Herat,  tbe  inde- 
fensible conduct  of  Kamran  Meer- 
za, and  more  particularly  the  terms 
of  the  9th  article  of  the  existing 
treaty  of  1814  with  Persia  which 
stipulates  "  that  if  war  should  en- 
sue between  the  Persian  and  Aff- 
ghan  governments,  the  English 
government  shall  take  no  part  in 
it ;  nor  shall  it  give  assistance  to 
either  party,  except  as  a  mediator, 
at  the  solicitation  of  both'partie8,for 
the  purpose  of  producing  peace," 
seemed  to  make  it  a  matter  of  diffi* 
culty  to  define  the  exact  limits  to 
which  hostilities  might  be  carried 
against  Kamran  Meerza,  although 
any  ulterior  undertakings  could 
not,  of  course,  be  beheld  with  indif- 
ference by  the  British  government. 

It  could,  not,  nevertheless,  be 
concealed  that  very  serious  interests 
would  be  put  in  peril  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Shah  of  Persia,  ei- 
ther by  way  of  direct  conquest,  or 
by  the  admission  of  his  right  of 
dominion,  to  the  frontiers  of  India, 
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nor  would  any  event  be  more 
likely  to  unsettle  the  public  mind 
in  the  north-western  provinces, 
and  disturb  the  general  tranquillity 
of  our  eastern  empire.  In  addition, 
however,  to  these  considerations, 
there  were  other  circumstances 
which  went  to  increase  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  British  envoy.  Mr. 
Ellis  found  the  Russian  influence 

Sredominant  in  the  councils  of 
lahommed  Shah,  and  the  power  of 
Russia  appeared  universally  to  stand 
higher  in  the  general  opinion  than 
that  of  Great  Britain.  The  Russian 
Ambassador, moreover,  count  Simi- 
nich,  was  urgent  upon  the  Shah  to 
lose  no  time  in  setting  forth  for 
Herat,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to 
propose  to  accompany  the  expedi- 
tion, and  to  offer  liis  military  ser- 
vices. An  additional  motive  for 
dispatch  was  found  in  the  proba- 
bility that  the  British  government 
would  discourage  the  attempt,  in 
pursuance  of  their  known  desire 
for  the  redintegration  of  the  Aff- 
ghan  monarchy. 

'*  The  intention,"  says  Mr.  El- 
lis, Jan,  15,  1836,  *'  cannot  be 
mistaken  :  Herat,  once  annexed  to 
Persia,  may  become,  according  to 
the  commercial  treaty,  the  resi- 
dence of  a  Russian  consular  agent, 
who  would  from  thence  push  his 
researches  and  his  con»munications 
avowed  and  secret,  throughout  Aff- 
ghanistan.  Indeed,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  relations  between  Per- 
sia and  Russia,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  progress  of  the  former  in 
Affghanistan,  is  tantamount  to  the 
advance  of  the  latter,  and  ought  to 
receive  every  opposition  from  the 
British  government  that  the  public 
faith  will  permit."  And  Mr.  El- 
lis observes  in  the  same  despatch, 
that,  ^*  since,  in  such  an  event, 
Persia  will  not  or  dare  not  place 
herself  in  a  condition  of  close  alli- 
YoL.  LXX}{I. 


ance  with  Great  Britain,  our  po- 
licy must  be  to  consider  her  no 
longer  an  outwork  for  the  defence 
of  India,  but  as  the  first  parallel 
from  which  the  attack  may  be 
commenced  or  threatened.*' 

Under   these   impressions,    Mr. 
Ellis,  after  recalling  to  their  re- 
collection their  declaration  that  the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  Shah  ex- 
tended as  far  as  Ghisni,  took  an 
opportunity  of  signifying  to   the 
Persian  ministers  the  extreme  dis- 
pleasure with  which  the  English 
government  would  look  upon  the 
prosecution  of  any  extended  schemes 
of  conquest  in  Affghanistan :  with- 
out disputing  their  "  most  absolute 
right  to  obtain   redress  from  the 
prince  of  Herat,"    he    intimated 
that  the  British  government  would 
be  much  better  pleased  if  that  pur- 
pose could  be  effected  by  negotia- 
tion,  and  even  offered  to  send  a 
British  officer  to  Herat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  adjustment 
of  the  existing    differences.      To 
this  proposal  the  Persian  ministers 
at  first  assented,  but  it  was  after- 
wards evaded,  and  ended  in  being 
rejected  altogether. 

In  the  mean  time,  Uzeez  Khan 
arrived  on  a  mission  from  Kohun- 
dil  Khan  and  his  brothers  at  Can- 
dahar,  with  the  object  of  effecting 
an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive 
with  the  Shah,  and  uniting  in  the 
attack  upon  Kararan.  They  re- 
quired, however,  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  their  independence  in 
the  internal  administration  of 
their  country,  and  only  proposed 
to  submit  their  foreign  relations  to 
the  decision  of  the  Shah.  Some  no- 
tion of  the  prevalent  disposition  of 
the  Persian  court  may  be  gathered 
from  the  language  which  the  Can- 
daharee  held  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and 
which  he  must,  no  doubt,  have 
used  before  the  Shah  and  his  mi- 
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nisters.  Upon  the  statement  of 
Uzeez  Khan,  **  the  whole  of  Aff- 
ghanistan,  with  the  exception  of 
Herat,  was  rea'ly  to  come  under 
the  feudal  supremacy  of  the  king 
of  Persia,  who  might,"  he  ob- 
served, '*  with  the  aid  of  the 
Aff^^hanSj  like  Nadir  Shah,  push 
his  conquests  to  Delhi."  Mr.  Ellis 
learned,  however,  from  confidential 
communications,  that  the  chiefs  of 
Candahar  had  no  real  disposition 
to  become  feudatories  of  Per- 
sia ;  their  only  motive  in  seeking 
this  connection,  being  to  obtain 
protection  from  the  apprehended 
aggression  of  K  am  ran,  and  from 
the  growing  power  of  the  Seiks, 
an  object  which,  in  fact,  they 
would  prefer  effecting  by  means 
of  the  British  government. 

Towards  the  close  of  1835,  the 
chief  of  Cabool,  Dost  Mahommed 
Khan,  had  also  dispatched  an 
agent,  Hajee  Ibrahim,  to  the  court 
of  Persia,  with  letters  in  which  he 
offered  to  co-operate  in  an  attack 
upon  Herat,  and  sought  in  general 
the  protection  of  the  Shah  against 
the  Seiks.  He  dispatched  at  the 
same  time,  a  similar  messenger  to 
St.  Petersburg. 

The  Shah  set  forth  on  his  expe- 
dition from  Tehran, butowing  to  the 
appearance  of  the  cholera  in  Khoras. 
sail,  and  other  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  3rd  of  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  he  had  made  no  further 
way  than  Asterabad.  But,  by  this 
timt%  his  army  was  reduced  by  the 
scarcity  of"  provisions,  and  the  pre- 
datory incursions  of  the  Turco- 
mans, to  so  deplorable  a  condition, 
that  all  hopes  of  undertaking  a 
winter  campaign  against  Herat 
were  given  up,  and  in  spite  of  the 
earnest  reclamations  of  the  Rus- 
sian plenipotentiary,  the  king  led 
back  his  forces  into  Persia. 

Mr.  M'Neill,  however,  who  had 


in  the  mean  time,  succeeded  Mr. 
Ellis,  did  not  fail  to  make  known 
to  the  Foreign  Office  the  advice 
which  had  been  tendered  by  count 
Simonich  in  the  late  expedition, 
and  lord  Palmerston,  in  January, 
1837,  directed  the  earl  of  Durham 
to  inquire  of  count  Nesselrode 
whether  the  Russian  envoy  was 
acting  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions of  his  government,  in 
urging  the  Shah  to  pursue  the 
campaign  in  that  season  against 
Herat,  and  adopt  a  line  of  policy 
so  much  at  variance  with  his  real 
interests.  In  reply  to  this  appli- 
cation, his  excellency  stated  *'  that 
if  count  Simonich  had  acted  in  the 
manner  mentioned  by  Mr.  M*Neill 
he  had  done  what  was  in  direct 
opposition  to  his  instructions.  The 
count  had  been  distinctly  ordered 
to  dissuade  the  Shah  from  prose- 
cuting the  present  war  at  any 
time,  and  in  any  circumstances." 
He  added  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve but  that  our  minister  in  Per- 
sia was  misinformed. 

With  reference,  however,  to 
this  suggestion  of  the  Russian 
secretary,  Mr.  M'Neill  distinctly 
states  in  his  despatch  of  June  21, 
1837,  to  viscount  Palmerston,  that 
the  accuracy  of  the  information 
upon  which  he  had  ventured  to 
state  in  the  last  of  November,  the 
fact  that  the  Kussian  minister  had 
urged  the  Shah  to  undertake  the 
campaign  in  winter  against  Herat, 
had  been  fully  confirmed  by  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  all  the 
Persians  with  whom  he  had  con- 
versed on  the  subject,  including 
the  prime  minister.  Singular, 
indeed,  as  such  a  piece  of  inad- 
vertence may  appear  on  the  pari  of  , 
a  cabinet  usually  supposed  to  be  in 
the  receipt  of  information  so  accu- 
rate as  that  of  St.  Petersburgh, 
the  truth  of  the  allegations  against 
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count  Simonich  appears  to  be  quite  jeet  Singh,  there  were  other  causes 

indisputable,  and    what    is    even  which   concurred    to    throw     the 

more  remarkable,  whatever  be  the  chiefs   of  Afghanistan  upon   the 

true  solution  of  the  fact,  the  same  protection   of  Persia  and    Russia, 

diplomatic  functionary    continued  The  most  amicable   relations  had 

for  nearly  two  years  subsequently  for  many  years  subsisted  between 

to  lord    Durham's  representation,  the  Indian    government    and    the 

to  promote  the  very  object  which  as  chief  of  the  Punjab  who   had  al- 

we  are  told  he  had  been  instructed  ready  contracted  an  alliance  with 

by  his  government  to  discourage,  the  Shah  Soojah,  with  the  avowed 

with  the  same  assiduity  as  if  the  object    of    restoring  him    to    the 

DOtice  of  count  Nesselrode  had  ne-  throne  of  Cabool ;    and  the  Com- 

ver  been  directed  to  his  demeanour  pany  had  themselves  exhibited  so 

at  Tehran.  much  of  countenance  to  the  ban- 

The  prospect  of  a  combination  of  ished  prince,  as  to  permit  him  to 
Russian  and  Persian  influence  in  find  an  asylum  in  Loodiana :  nor, 
Affghanistan  could  not  fail  to  indeed,  would  it  appear,  that  the 
alarm  the  government  of  India,  government  had  been  hitherto  at 
and, as  the  Shah  did  not  appear  any  pains  to  cultivate  the  good 
to  have  abandoned  his  designs  upon  will  of  the  AfFghan  princes. 
Herat,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  It  ought  also  to  be  remembered, 
of  the  late  attempt,  Mr.  M'Neill  that  the  chiefs  of  Cabool  and  Can- 
was  instructed  to  inform  him  that  dahar  were  usurpers.  They  had 
any  attempt  to  prosecute  schemes  driven  from  the  throne  the  de- 
of  aggrandisement  in  Affghanistan  scendant  of  Ahmed  Shuli,  the 
must  diminish  the  cordiality  which  head  of  the  royal  tribe  of  the  Sud- 
existed  between  England  and  Per-  dozyes  which  although  inferior  in 
sia.  In  commenting,  however,  on  power  to  the  Barukzyes,  retained 
the  instructions  he  had  received,  a  considerable  hold  upon  the  pre- 
Mr.  McNeill  (Feb.  24,  1837),  ex-  judices  of  the  Dooraunnees,  and 
presses  a  belief  that  the  Shah  was  still  maintained  its  supremacy  in 
warranted  in  making  war  upon  Herat,  in  the  person  of  Kararan, 
Herat,  and  questions  the  policy  of  the  nephew  of  Soojah-ool-Moolk. 
tendering  such  a  remonstrance  un-  They  could,  therefore,  look  for 
less  the  government  were  prepared  little  support  in  this  quarter.  But 
to  follow  it  up  with  decisive  mea-  Dost  Mahommed,  in  particular, 
sures.  was  descended  by  his  mother  from 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  Kuzzilbushes,  or  Persian  tribes 

communications  were  all  this  while  of  hereditary  soldiers,  planted  and 

maintained  between  the  court  of  left  by  Nadir  Shah  in  Affghanistan, 

Tehran  and  the  chiefs  of  Cabool  and  formidable  from  their  military 

and  Candahar  ;    the    former  had  talents   and  superior  intelligence. 

.also  dispatched   an   agent  to    St.  Both  these    the   Barukzye  chief- 

Petersburgh  to  request   assistance  tains  had   naturally    allied    them- 

against    the    Seikhs,    and     count  selves,  and  as  the  Kuzzilbush  tribes 

Simonich  too,  as  will  appear,  took  still  spoke  the   Persian  language, 

an  active  part  in  these  transactions  and  retained  the  religion  and  pre- 

also.       Under    the   apprehensions  dilections  of  their  original  country 

which  they  had  reason  to  entertain  in  the  midst  of  the  Affghan  popu- 

from  the  growing  power  of  Run-  lation,  the  princes  would  almost 

i:y2] 
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involuntarily  be  drawn  into  a  Per- 
sian connection. 

This  condition  of  afiairs  appeared 
to  present  to  the  Shah  of  Persia, 
an  opportunity  of  executing  his 
own  projects  in  Affghanistan,  and 
of  effecting,  in  particular,  the  sub- 
jection of  Herat.  He  was,  how- 
ever, unwilling  to  enter  upon  a 
distant  enterprise,  while  there  was 
any  ground  for  the  apprehension, 
that  his  northern  neighbour  might 
take  advantage  of  his  absence  from 
his  kingdom  ;  and  he  found,  it 
should  seem,  an  additional  motive 
for  cultivating  closer  relations  with 
that  power,  in  the  suggestion 
that  her  countenance  would  render 
him  more  secure  from  opposition 
on  the  part  of  England.  With 
these  objects  in  view,  he  made  it 
his  endeavour  to  seek  an  intimate 
alliance  with  Russia,  and  set  him- 
self to  weaken  in  the  same  propor- 
tion the  good  understanding  which 
under  his  grandfather  had  uni- 
formly obtained  between  Great 
Britain  and  Persia,  being  aware 
that  this  would  be  the  readiest 
way  to  find  favour  with  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  and  probably 
feeling  that  the  courses  to  which 
he  was  now  committed  must,  at 
any  rate,  bring  him,  within  no 
distant  period,  into  collision  with 
the  Indian  government. 

It  seems  on  the  other  hand  to 
have  been  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Russian  envoy  to  engage  the  king 
of  Persia  in  schemes  which  would 
eventually  embroil  him  with  Great 
Britain,  in  order  to  make  him  feel 
his  future  interests  to  be  the  more 
inseparably  dependent  upon  Rus- 
sia. They  gradually  drew  the 
Persian  government  into  a  plan 
of  united  opposition  to  England, 
which  had  not  hitherto  entered 
into  its  contemplation,  and  in  fur- 
therance of  these  concerted  pro- 


jects, an  envoy  was  despatched  by 
the  Persian  monarch  to  Candahar 
and  Cabool  with  presents  and 
communications  from  Mahommed 
Shah,  and  from  the  Russian  envoy 
resident  at  his  court. 

The  king  of  Persia  had  not  yet 
completed  his  preparations  for  a 
new  campaign,  when  a  messenger 
came  from  Herat  to  the  Persian 
capital,  to  negociate  an  arrange- 
ment between  Kamran  and  the 
Shah.  On  his  arrival  he  opened 
communications  with  Mr.  M'Neill, 
who  was  requested  to  take  part  in 
the  conference. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussions, 
it  became  evident  to  the  British 
minister,  that  the  real  matter  at 
issue  was  the  sovereignty  of  Herat, 
and  regarding  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  city  in  ques- 
tion should  not  become  dependant 
upon  Persia,  he  intimated  to  the 
Shah  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
concession  being  made,  as  would 
have  the  effect  of  rendering  the 
relations  of  Kamran  to  the  Persian 
king  those  of  a  subject  to  a  sove* 
reign,  he  could  not  take  any  fur- 
ther part  in  the  negotiation. 

The  terms  indeed  brought  by  the 
envoy  from  Herat,  were  so  very 
advantageous,  that  Mr.  M'Neill, 
who  had  previously  admitted  the 
justice  of  the  grounds  of  quarrel 
with  Kamran  Shah,  believed  the 
case  to  be  now  materially  altered, 
and  thought  himself  warranted  in 
making  a  stand.  He,  therefore, 
very  seriously  recommended  the 
Persian  government  to  accept  the 
proffered  reparation,  lest  the  Brit- 
ish government  should  suspect  that 
Persia  in  persisting  to  prosecute 
the  war  had  other  objects  in  view 
than  those  which  she  avowed ; 
and  to  remove  every  ground  for 
mutual  distrust,  he  ventured,  on 
the  part  of  Gr^at  Britaja,  to  "  en- 
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gage  to  get  the  treaty  fulfilled  by  who  seems  to  have  quitted  St. 
both  parties."  The  representations  Petersburgh  at  about  the  same 
of  Mr.  M'Neill  were  however  time  that  the  despatch  we  have 
without  effect.  The  conditions  just  referred  to  was  communicated 
ended  in  being  rejected^  and  a  by  M.  Rodofinikin  to  Mr.  Mill- 
memorandum  commenting  upon  banke.  He  was  directed  to  accom- 
the  terms  proposed,  which  the  pany  the  agent  of  Dost  Mohammed 
Persian  premier  Hajee  Meerza  Hajee  Hoosain  Alee,  who  was  re- 
Aghassee,  communicated  to  the  turning  to  Cabool.  This  officer, 
English  ambassador,  sufficiently  however,  was  taken  ill  at  Moscow, 
proved  that  the  Shah  would  acqui-  and  the  Russian  emissary  proceeded 
esce  in  nothing  short  of  the  actual  alone,  and  arrived  at  the  camp  at 
possession  of  Herat.  Mishapoor   from   Tehran   on    the 

On    the    23rd   of  July    1837,  10th  of  October.     He  then  went 

Mohammed  Shah  put  his  troops  on   to   Candahar  in    his   way   to 

in    motion     for    Herat.      Count  Cabool.      Colonel    Stoddart    sent 

Simonich  notified  the  fact  on  the  notice  of  his  appearance  to  Mr* 

same   day  to  M.   Rodofinikin   at  M'Neill,  who  informed  Lord  Pal* 

St.   Petersburgh,   who  communi-  merston  with  reference  to  this  an- 

cated  the  despatch  to  the  British  nouncement,    that   Vicovich    had 

minister    resident    at    that    city,  everywhere  given  out  that  he  was 

Inexplicable  as  the  assertion  must  sent  to  intimate  the  arrival  at  As- 

appear,  when  compared  with  the  terabad  of  a  large  Russian  force, 

line  of  conduct  which  a  reference  to  cooperate  with  the  army  against 

to  the  printed  papers  will  leave  no  Herat ;  he   remarks,  in  addition, 

doubt  that  the  Russian  envoy  did  that  count  Simonich  had  never  on 

actually  pursue   both   before  and  any  occasion  mentioned  the  name 

after  the  composition  of  the  docu-  of  this  individual,  or  alluded  in 

raent  in  question,  the  Count  de-  any  way    to   the   intercourse  be- 

clares   that    he   had   endeavoured  tween  Russia  and  Cabool. 

unsuccessfully  to  dissuade  the  Shah  Dost   Mohammed  had   already 

from  undertaking  the  present  ex-  as  we  have  seen,  sent  agents  to 

pedition,  and  states  that  the  dif-  Tehran  and   St.   Petersburgh,  to 

ferences  with  Kamran  might  have  procure     assistance     against     the 

been  terminated  by  negotiation  if  Seikhs.     In  the  following  year  he 

the  Shah  could  have  been  prevailed  applied,  with  the  same  intention, 

upon  to  defer  his  enterprise  until  to  lord   Auckland,   who  had   but 

the  Autumn.  then  arrived  in  India.     The  go- 

On  the  23rd  of  July  therefore  vernor  finally  decided  on  sending 
the  Shah  began  his  march,  but  in  captain  Burnes  on  a  commercial 
consequence  of  a  variety  of  ob-  mission  to  Cabool ;  but  owing  to 
structions,  on  the  14th  of  October  negotiations  which  he  had  to  con- 
it  had  advanced  no  further  than  elude  by  the  way  with  the  chiefs 
Nishapoor,  not  much  above  half  on  the  Indus,  and  other  unavoid- 
the  distance  from  the  capital  to  able  delays,  that  officer  did  not 
the  frontier  of  Persia  on  the  side  reach  the  capital  of  Dost  Moham- 
nearest  to  Herat.  med  till  September  1837.     In  the 

We  have  now   to   introduce  a  mean  time,  the  Persian  agent  had 

new  character  upon  the  scene  in  entered  Candahar,  and  put  him- 

the  person  of  Captain  Vicovich,  self  in  relation  with  the  court  of 
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Cabof)l.  The  effect  of  these  pro- 
ceedings was  to  render  the  recep- 
tion of  captain  Burnes  less  cordial 
than  he  had  been  led  to  anticipate, 
and  the  undisguised  tone  laken  by 
the  envoy  of  the  Shah^  who  openly 
proclaimed  the  superior  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  a  connection 
with  Persia  and  Russia,  made  it 
advisable  for  the  Indian  govern- 
ment to  invest  its  representative 
with  functions  of  a  more  political 
nature  than  had  been  originally  in 
contemplation. 

These  predilections  were  how- 
ever in  some  measure  overruled 
by  the  apprehension  entertained 
by  Dost  Mohammed  of  the  as- 
piring designs  of  Kohundil  Khan, 
who  was,  it  appears,  at  this  time 
negociating  a  separate  treaty  with 
the  envoy  from  the  Shah,  in  order 
to  establish  his  own  sunrcmacv  in 
Affghanistan  under  the  patronage 
of  Persia,  and  was  preparing  to 
send  his  son  Omar  Khan  to  co-ope- 
rate in  the  measures  before  Herat; 
and  since  the  only  ostensible  mo- 
tive of  Dost  Mohammed  in  his 
several  overtures  was  to  seek  pro- 
tection against  the  Seikhs,  captain 
Burnes  apprehended,  that  any  ar- 
rangement which  would  set  his 
alarms  at  rest  in  that  quarter, 
would  at  once  remove  every  reason- 
able pretext  for  courting  a  foreign 
alliance,  and  he  was  therefore  in- 
structed to  tender  the  good  offices 
of  the  Indian  government  towards 
an  adjustment  of  the  existing  mis- 
understandings between  Moham- 
med and  the  chief  of  the  Punjab  ; 
provided,  however,  that  the  chief 
of  Cabool  would  agree  not  to  con- 
tract an  alliance  with  any  west- 
ern power  without  ii*-'  approval 
of  Great  Britain.  It  tun  scarcely 
be  questioned,  that  the  concert  ap- 
parently existing  between  Russia 
and  Persia,  who  had  refused  the 


equitable  proposals  of  the  chief  of 
Herat,  with  their  intrigues  among 
the  Afighan  princes,  entitled  the 
Indian  government  to  make  their 
offer  of  aid  contingent  upon  the 
acceptance  of  this  stipulation. 

No  better  proof  could  be  given 
of  the  necessity  of  taking  such 
precautions  than  is  to  be  found  in 
a  letter  which  count  Simonich 
transmitted  to  Dost  Mahommed 
through  the  agent  of  the  court  of 
Cabool,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying epistle  of  Hajee  Ibrahim. 
"  In  these  papers/'  says  captain 
Burnes,  November  15,  1837,  ''the 
Russian  ambassador  himself  com- 
mences the  correspondence  with 
the  chief  of  Cabool,  and  tells  him, 
that  if  the  Shah  will  not  assist 
him,  his  court  is  ready  do  so." 
The  terms  of  the  short  letter  of 
the  count,  do  not  amount  to  more 
than  the  expression  of  a  desire 
that  Dost  Mohammed  would  main- 
tain a  constant  correspondence  with 
him,  and  a  general  offer  of  his 
good  offices ;  but  the  document  in 
question  receives  a  much  clearer 
light  from  the  despatch  in  which 
the  agent  communicates  these  over- 
tures  to  his  sovereign. 

"The  Shah"  says  Hajee  Ibrahim, 
"directed  me  to  inform  vou,  that  he 
will  shortlv  send  an  Elchee,  who 
after  meeting  you,  will  proceed  to 
Runjeet  Singh,  to  explain  to  him 
on  the  part  of  the  Shah,  that  if 
he  will  not  restore  all  the  Affghan 
countries  to  you  he  must  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  the  Persian  army. 
When  the  Shah  takes  Herat,  he 
has  promised  t&  send  you  money 
and  any  troops  you  want. 

"  The  Russian  ambassador  who 
is  always  with  the  Shah,  has  sent 
vou -a  letter  which  I  enclose.  The 
substance  of  his  verbal  messages 
to  you  is,  that  if  the  Shah  does 
everything  you  want^  so  much  the 
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better,  and  if  not,  the  Russian 
government  will  furnish  you  with 
everything  wanting.  The  object 
of  the  Russian  Elchee,  by  his 
message  is  to  have  a  road  to  the 
English  (India),  and  for  this  they 
are  very  anxious.  He  is  waiting 
for  your  answer,  and  1  am  sure 
will  serve  you." 

It  was  therefore  in  a  state  of 
things  so  critical,  that  captain 
Bumes  arrived  at  Cabool  and  ap- 
plied himself  with  great  ability  to 
the  execution  of  his  difficult  mis- 
sion. There  was  at  first  much 
apparent  probability  of  success. 
Upon  his  representations  Dost  Mo- 
hammed refused  to  admit  the  Per* 
sian  envpy,  who  was  already  at 
Candahar  into  Cabool,  and  evinced  a 
desire  of  detaching  Kohundil  Khan 
and  his  brothers  from  their  present 
connection.  With  this  object  cap- 
tain Leech  was  dispatched  to  Can- 
dahar, and  the  rulers  of  that  city 
appeared  to  give  an  attentive  ear 
to  the  suggestions  of  the  British 
emissary,  although  it  is  but  too 
evident,  that  they  were  in  point 
of  fact  only  playing  one  interest 
off  against  the  other,  till  it  might 
be  more  manifest  whether  of  the 
two  would  eventually  preponde- 
rate. The  possession  of  Herat 
being  the  principal  object  of  the 
Candaharee  brothers,  they  rested 
their  chief  hopes  on  the  predomi- 
nance of  Persia,  but  as  the  fate  of 
that  city,  which  occupied  at  this 
moment  so  large  a  place  in  the 
eyes  of  central  Asia,  was  still 
undecided,  they  were  not  yet  pre- 
pared for  an  open  rupture  with 
Great  Britain. 

Captain  Vicovich  in  the  mean- 
while arrived  at  Candahar,  where 
he  remained  a  short  time,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Cabool.  He  was  fur- 
nished with  letters  from  the  Em- 
peror himself,  as  well   as  from 


count  Nesselrode  and  the  Russian 
minister  at  Tehran.  On  this  oc- 
casion, the  minister  of  Kohundil 
Khan  writes  thus  to  the  Ameer  of 
Cabool: — "  You  have  now  both  the 
English  and  Russian  ambassadora 
at  your  court ;  please  to  settle 
matters  with  any  of  them  who 
you  may  think  may  do  some  good 
office  hereafter.  When  this  Rus* 
sian  Elchee  arrives  at  Cabool,  shew 
him  respect,  and  it  will  amuse  the 
mind  of  Alexander  Bumes.  His 
appearance  will  also  incline  him  to 
be  sharp,  and  to  put  off  delay  in 
promoting  objects.*' 

In  a  letter  enclosed  by  captain 
Bumes  to  the  Indian  government, 
Dec.  22,  1837.  Count  Simonich 
recommends  the  Russian  emissary 
to  Dost  Mahommed  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : — **  I  hope  on  his  arri- 
val at  your  court  you  will  treat 
him  with  consideration,  and  trust 
him  with  your  secrets.  I  beg  you 
will  look  upon  him  like  myself, 
and  take  his  words  as  if  they  were 
from  me."  Dost  Mahommed  how- 
ever, evinced  at  this  time  sufficient 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  Brit- 
ish government  as  to  seek  the  pre- 
vious sanction  of  captain  Bumes. 
before  he  consented  to  receive  the 
Russian  agent. 

That  vigilant  public  servant  con- 
tinues, Dec.  23,  1837,  his  report 
to  Lord  Auckland.  Before,  how- 
ever, relating  the  proceedings  of 
captain  Vicovich  at  Cabool,  he 
communicates  upon  very  respect- 
able authority  a  statement  which 
had  been  made  by  the  latter  to  the 
Sirdars  of  Candahar.  It  was  to 
the  effect,  *'  That  Russia  had  full 
influence  in  Persia,  and  that  they 
should  assist  the  Shah,  and  draw 
on  him  for  money,  and  if  their 
drafts  were  not  paid,  the  Russian 
government  would  be  responsible 
for  their  discharge ;  but  that  they 
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should  follow  the  wishes  of  Ma- 
hommed  Shah,  if  they  sought  the 
Emperor's  good  offices,  and  on  no 
account  ally  themselves  with  the 
English  nation."  This  declaration, 
observes  captain  Burnes,  if  true,  is 
certainly  most  explicit.  The  fol- 
lowing narrative  of  the  interview 
of  Vicovich  with  the  Prince  of 
Cabool,  was  communicated  to  cap- 
tain Burnes  from  two  independent 
parties,  and  he  invites  the  Gover- 
nor-general to  place  full  confidence 
in  its  authenticity  :  —  "On  the 
evening  of  the  20th  inst.  the 
Ameer  received  the  Persian  mes- 
senger. On  his  producing  Ma- 
Lommed  Shah's  ruckum,  the  Ameer 
felt  a  degree  of  irritation  which  he 
could  hardly  control,  and  said  in 
Affghanee,  '  That  this  was  an  in- 
sult to  him,  and  a  proof  of  Ma- 
hommed  Shah's  being  guided  by 
advisers  5  for  his  master,  the  Em- 
peror, wrote  him  a  letter,  and  the 
subservient  Shah  of  Persia  arro- 
gated to  himself  the  right  of  send- 
ing him  a  ruckum,  or  order,  with 
his  seal  on  the  face  of  the  docu- 
ment.* *'  The  agent  was  then  dis- 
missed, and  invited  to  the  Rala 
Hessar  on  the  following  day. 

"  The  communications,"  pro- 
ceeds captain  Burnes,  **  which 
passed  on  this  occasion,  have  also 
been  made  known  to  me,  and  are 
of  a  startling  nature.  M.  Vicovich 
informed  Dost  Mahommed  that 
the  Russian  government  had  de- 
sired him  to  state  his  sincere  svm- 
pathy  with  the  difficulties  under 
which  he  laboured ;  and  that  it 
would  affi)rd  it  great  pleasure  to 
assist  him  in  repelling  the  attacks 
of  Rungeet  Sing ;  that  it  was 
ready  to  furnish  him  with  a  sum 
of  money  for  this  purpose,  and  to 
continue  the  supply  annually,  ex- 
pecting in  return,  the  Ameer's 
good  offices.    That  it  was  in  its 


power  to  forward  the  pecuniary 
assistance  as  far  as  Bokhara,  with 
which  state  it  had  friendly  and 
commercial  relations,  but  that  the 
Ameer  must  arrange  for  its  being 
forwarded  into  Cabool.  This,  said 
the  agent,  was  the  principal  object 
of  his  mission  ;  there  were,  how- 
ever, other  matters  which  he  would 
state  by  and  by ;  and  he  hoped 
the  Ameer  would  give  him  a  speedy 
answer  to  despatch  to  St.  Peters- 
burg." 

In  answer  to  the  letter  which 
contains  these  remarkable  disclo- 
sures, lord  Auckland  conveys  his 
approval  of  the  conduct  of  captain 
Burnes  in  sanctioning  the  admis- 
sion of  the  emissary  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Ameer,  and  suggests 
that  if  he  were  not  already  gone 
from  Cabool,  the  Ameer  should  be 
counselled  to  dismiss  him  courte- 
ously, with  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  his 
proffered  kindness  to  Cabool  tra- 
ders. His  mission  should  be  as- 
sumed to  have  been,  as  represented, 
entirely  for  commercial  objects;  and 
no  notice  needed  be  taken  of  the 
messages  with  which  he  may  pro- 
fess to  have  been  charged.  "If, 
however,"  pursues  lord  Auckland, 
the  Ameer  should,  on  the  other 
hand,  seek  to  retain  the  agent, 
and  to  enter  into  any  description 
of  political  intercourse  with  him, 
you  will  give  him  distinctly  to 
understand  that  your  mission  will 
retire  j  that  our  good  offices  with 
the  Seikhs  will  wholly  cease,  and 
that,  indeed,  the  act  will  be  oon* 
sidered  as  a  direct  breach  of  friend* 
ship  with  the  British  goYem* 
ment." 

The  time  was  evidently  come 
for  making  an  election,  and  the 
English  representative  accordingly 
pressed  for  a  decision.  The  agents 
of  the  court  of  St.  Petenburgh 
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had,  as  it  had  heen  seen,  too 
openly  connected  the  interests  of 
their  government  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Shah,  to  permit 
the  servants  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  to  look  upon  the  eventual 
success  of  the  ambitious  designs  of 
Persia  in  any  other  light  than  that 
of  an  approximation  of  the  influ- 
ence of  a  more  formidable  power 
to  the  frontier  of  British  India." 

The  Persian  army  arrived  at 
the  close  of  the  year  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Aff*ghanistan.  A  siege 
of  ten  days  was  sufficient  to  effect 
the  fall  of  the  border  fortress  of 
Ghurian,  which  had  been  hitherto 
deemed  almost  impregnable;  and, 
early  in  December,  1837,  the  Shah 
proceeded  to  beleaguer  Herat. 
There,  however,  he  was  destined 
to  meet  with  a  very  different  re- 
ception ;  and  when,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ensuing  month  of 
March,  the  king  still  lay  before 
the  city  of  Kamran  Shah,  without 
having  made  upon  its  walls  the 
slightest  impression,  Mr.  M'Neill 
could  not  but  be  even  more  forci- 
bly struck  with  the  extreme  im- 
portance of  a  position  which  had 
already,  for  more  than  two  months, 
disconcerted,  with  comparatively 
few  means  of  defence  beyond  the 
elemental  advantages  of  its  situa- 
tion, and  the  personal  prowess  of 
its  chivalrous  garrison,  all  the 
efforts  of  an  armv  of  40,000  men 
with  80  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
extreme  fertility,  moreover,  of  the 
soil  which,  in  spite  of  the  precau- 
tions previously  taken  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Herat,  had  hitherto  sufficed 
for  the  maintenance  of  so  numer- 
ous a  body  of  troops,  made  it  clear 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  the  country  to  retard  the 
progress  of  an  invading  army,  and 
offered  an  additional  motive  for 
securing,  at  any  sacrifice,  the  in- 


dependence of  so  invaluable  an 
outwork.  It  was  moreover  very 
obviously  the  wiser  method  to 
bring  the  question  to  an  issue 
upon  the  threshold  of  Affghanistan, 
than  to  reserve  the  task  of  coun- 
teracting the  practices  of  Persia  for 
the  moment,  when  the  fall  of  He- 
rat should  have  opened  the  whole 
kingdom  far  more  effectually  to 
her  influence.  Representations  to 
this  effect  were  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish minister  both  to  the  Foreign  Of- 
fice and  to  the  Indian  government. 

Besides  the  question  of  Herat, 
two  othw:  transactions  of  recent 
occurrence,  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  earnest  but,  hitherto, 
ineffectual  remonstrance,  and  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  serious 
misunderstanding  existing  between 
the  British  mission  and  the  court. 

A  Syud  had,  it  appears,  grossly 
insulted  a  gentleman  attached  to 
the  resi'lency  at  Bushire.  Mr. 
Gerald,  in  return,  inflicted  a  beat- 
ing upon  the  descendant  of  the 
prophet,  who  affected  to  be  at  the 
point  of  death.  The  authorities  of 
the  place  upon  this  created  a  great 
excitement,  and  threatened  the 
residency  with  a  general  attack 
from  all  the  faithful,  unless 
the  delinquent  were  given  up. 
This,  however,  was  refused;  a 
subsequent  endeavour  was  made 
to  extort  money,  and  every  endea- 
vour used  to  intimidate  the  British 
residents.  So  the  matter  stood  at 
the  close  of  1837. 

The  second  was  an  outrage  of 
a  far  graver  and  more  deliberate 
nature.  When  Mohammed  Khan 
returned  to  Herat  in  July,  1837, 
Mr.  M'Neill  directed  a  confi- 
dential messenger,  or  Gholara,  to 
accompany  him  as  far  on  the  road 
as  Meshed,  and  there  wait  for  the 
despatches  which  the  envoy  was  to 
transmit  from  Herat.    The  Gho^ 
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lain,    however    did    not   stop  in  the  guarantee  of  Russia^  with  the 

Korassan,  but  went  on  with  the  object  of  uniting  Gandahar   and 

agent  to  Herat,  where  he  was  de-  Herat  under  a  single  chief  who 

tained  until  the  middle  of  October,  would  be  nominally  subject  to  Per- 

He  then  set  out  with  his  letters  sia,  but  in  point  of  fact^  the  pro- 

and  presents  for  Tehran,  and  had  tegee  of  Russia.   This  instrument, 

not  yet  reached  Meshed,  when  a  observed  Mr.  M'Neill,  gave  to  the 

party  of  Persian  horse  was  sent  off  latter  power  authority  to  interfere 

from   the  neighbouring    camp  at  directly  in  the  affairs  of  Gandahar, 

Toorbut,  who  seized  his   horses,  and  enabled  it  to  compel  Persia  to 

.  and    carried    him    back   to  head  defend  it  against  ourselves  or  any 

quarters.     There,  in  the  teeth  of  other  aggressive  nation.      It  did 

the    vehement    remonstrances    of  not,  however,  lie  in  the  power  of 

colonel   Stoddart,   the    man    was  Persia  to   protect  Gandahar,  nor 

stripped  in  the  face  of  the  whole  was  there  any  resource  but  to  put 

camp,  a  letter   from   lifut.   Pot-  an  end  to  the  treaty  altogether, 

tinger  was  taken  from  him,  he  was  *'  The  question  of  Herat,"    ob- 

treated  with  the  most  threatening  serves  the  same  able  minister  in  a 

and  contumelious  language,  and  put  letter  to  lord  Auckland,    "is  the 

into  confinement.     £very  attempt  question  of  all  Affghanbtan  ;    and 

to  obtain  redress  for  this  most  stu-  if  the  place  should  fall  without  any 

died  insult  had  hitherto  failed,  and  attempt  being  made  to  save  it,  I 

it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  M'Neill,  feel  convinced  that  the  moral  in- 

if  he  should  not  eventually  sue-  fiuence  of  the  event  would  have  a 

ceed,  to  break  off  all  relations  with  most  prejudicial  effect  on  our  na- 

the  Persian  court.  tional  reputation  in  all  these  coun- 

Mr.   M'Neill   was    accordingly  tries  5  for  it  is  no  secret  to  any  one 

desired  by  Lord  Auckland  to  pro-  that  the  British  government  has 

ceed  to  the  camp  and  make  one  been  desirous  to  prevent  its  fall^ 

more  endeavour  to  effect  a  pacific  while  Russia  has  been  solicitous  to 

adjustment,  and  to  obtain  redress,  see  it  in  the  hands  of  Persia.     All 

He  therefore  quitted  Tehran  on  Central  Asia  will  regard  it  as  a 

the  10th  of  March,  and  notwith-  question  between  the  greater  pow- 

standing  the  endeavours  of    the  ers,  whose  views  are  so  publicly 

Persian  government  to  deter  him  spoken  of,  that  I  did  not  converse 

from  proceeding,  arrived  on  the  with  a  villager  between  Tehran  and 

6th  of  April  at  Herat.      Nothing  this  place,  who  did  not  ask  me 

could  be  more  unpromising  than  whether  the  Russians  did  not  fa- 

the  tendency   which   affairs    had  vour  and  the  English  oppose  the 

taken.    Mr.  M'Neill  was  informed  Shah's  enterprise  against  Herat." 

that  captain  Vicovich  was  still  at  By  the  permission  of  the  Shah, 

Cabool,  where  the  success  of  his  Major  Todd  was  sent  into  Herat 

negotiation  was  only  suspended  by  to  open  communications  with  the 

the  still  undecided  fate  of  Herat,  prince,  and  his  visier  who  placed  in 

At  Gandahar,   matters  were  still  the  hands  of  the  British  envoy  full 

more  precarious,  and  the  British  powers  to  make  an  arrangement  in 

minister  forwarded,  April  11,  the  their    behalf,   and    Mr.    M'Neill 

draft  of  a  treaty   which    was  in  eventually  went  himself  into  the 

actual  process  of  signature  between  city,  and  spent  the  night  with  Yan 

Persia  and  Kohundil  Khan^  under  Mohammed  Khan,    <^  one  of  the 
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inost  remarkable  men  of  his  age 
and  country "  in  composing  the 
draft  of  a  treaty,  which  conceded 
all  the  demands  of  the  Persian 
monarch  with  the  exception  of 
those  which  went  directly  to  com- 
promise the  independence  of  Herat. 

The  English  representative  how- 
ever, had  not  quitted  the  town 
when  the  news  of  the  arrival  of 
count  Simonich,  April  20,  in  the 
Persian  camp,  put  an  end  to  any 
serious  hope  of  an  adjustment.  Mr. 
M'Neill  waited  on  the  Shah,  but 
the  views  of  the  prince  were  al- 
tered. Assuming  a  more  peremp- 
tory tone,  he  declared  his  intention 
to  prosecute  the  siege,  unless  prince 
Kamran  could  be  induced  to  ac- 
knowledge Herat  to  be  part  of  the 
Persian  territory,  and  repair  to  the 
camp  to  attend  upon  the  king. 
Mr.  M'Neill  replied  that  the  for- 
mer concesion  was  more  than  he 
was  able  to  procure,  with  regard 
to  the  second  however,  he  could 
not  speak  so  decidedly.  "  While 
I  was  in  the  presence  of  Kamran 
Shah,"  said  he,  **  after  having 
urged  him  to  abandon  that  title, 
and  saw  before  me  the  frail  old 
man,  and  called  to  mind  the  dignity 
of  his  family,  the  fame  and  glory  of 
his  ancestors,  my  feelings  had  not 
permitted  me  even  to  propose  the 
further  humiliation  of  making  a 
personal  submission  to  his  sove- 
reign." 

The  siege  was  then  resumed  un- 
der the  direction  of  count  Simi- 
nich,  who  furnished  supplies  for 
its  conduct,  together  with  the  aid 
of  an  officer  of  the  Etat-Major, 
and  thus,  to  all  appearance,  were  ex- 
tinguished the  expectations  which 
had  begun  to  be  entertained  by  Mr, 
M'Neill,  who  observes.  May  15, 
that  if  count  Siminich  had  been 
delayed  but  for  a  few  days,  or  had 
the  emissaries  from  Candahar  failed 


to  arrive  at  the  moment  when  they 
did,  the  belief  was  very  general 
that  the  object  of  his  mission  might 
have  been  effected.  Another  in- 
terview, nevertheless,  took  place  on 
the  17th  inst.  The  Shah  consented 
to  accept  the  terms  presented  by 
England,*  and  abandon  Herat  if 
Mr.  M'Neill  could  furnish  him 
with  an  honourable  pretext  for  re- 
ceding. The  ambassador  replied, 
that  an  ample  justification  would 
be  found  in  the  fear  of  forfeiting 
the  favour  of  Great  Britain.  But 
although  affairs  appeared  to  be  in 
train  for  a  conclusion,  in  point  of 
fact  the  ground  was  only  run  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  it  was  ge- 
nerally found  that  **  whatever  the 
Shah  personally  in  conversation 
agreed  to,  the  written  communi- 


*  These  are  contained  in  the  following 
memorandum : — 

1 .  That  the  Persian  government  shall 
conclude  an  equitable  arrangement  with 
the  government  of  Herat,  and  shall  cease 
to  weaken  and  disturb  these  countries. 

2.  That  the  Persian  government  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations  of  the  gene- 
ral treaty,  shall  conclude  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  place  the 
commercial  agents  of  Great  Britain  od 
the  same  footing  with  the  consuls  of 
other  powers. 

3.  That  the  persons  who  seized  and 
illtreated  All  Mohammed  Bey,  a  mes- 
senger of  the  British  mission  shall  be 
punished,  and  that  a  firman  shall  be  is- 
sued, such  as  may  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the 
laws  and  customs  of  nations. 

4.  That  the  Persian  government  shall 
publicly  abandon  the  pretension  it  has 
advanced  to  a  right  to  seize  and  punish 
the  Persian  servants  of  the  British  mis- 
sion, without  reference  to  the  British 
minister. 

5.  That  the  governor  of  Bushire,  who 
threatened  the  safety  of  the  British  re- 
sident there,  shall  be  removed  ;  that  the 
other  persons  concerned  in  the  transac- 
tion shall  be  punished,  and  that  measures 
shall  be  taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  proceedings. 
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cations  of  the  ministers  invariably  whole  time,  now  nearly  twenty 
rejected."  After,  therefore,  that  years,  that  I  have  been  employed 
more  than  two  months  had  already  here,  1  have  laboured  unremittingly 
been  consumed  in  these  insincere  for  the  good  of  Persia,  and  there- 
proceedings,  and  the  armies  of  the  fore  for  the  improvement  of  her 
Shah  still  invested  Herat,  nor  had  relations  with  England.  I  owed 
the  English  ambassador  succeeded  many  obligations  to  the  father  and 
in  obtaining  any  satisfaction  for  grandfather  of  the  Shah,  and  for 
the  insult  which  had  been  offered  himself  I  have  felt  that  strong  at- 
to  his  messenger,  Mr.  M'Neill  tachment  which  grew  out  of  early 
at  length  notified  to  the  Per-  intimacy,  and  the  success  of  the  ef- 
sian  court  his  determination  to  forts  I  had  often  made  to  promote 
break  off  all  further  intercourse,  his  interests.  But  step  by  step  I 
and  requesting  a  mehmendar  to  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity 
conduct  himself  and  his  people  to  of  adopting  the  measure  I  have  re- 
the  Turkish  frontier,  set  out,  on  sorted  to.  The  discussions  in  which 
the  7th  of  June,  for  Tabriz.  Upon  I  have  been  engaged  might,  no 
reaching  Meshed,  June  25,  he  for-  doubt,  have  been  conducted  with 
warded  to  the  Foreign  Office  the  more  skill  and  ability,  but  not  with 
various  papers  which  had  passed  a  more  anxious  desire  to  bring  them 
between  himself  and  the  Persian  to  a  favourable  result,  and  I  feel, 
court,  and  gave  in  detail  the  rea-  and  I  hope  your  lordship  will  be 
sons  of  the  step  he  had  adopted,  of  opinion,  that  I  have  exhausted 
"  What  course  the  Persian  govern-  all  the  means  at  my  command  to 
ment  will  now  pursue  I  know  not;  induce  the  Persian  government  so 
some  public  act  of  reparation  which  to  act  as  to  enable  me  to  remain 
will  prove  to  the  people  of  Persia  without  dishonour.'* 
and  Central  Asia  that  we  are  not  Mr.  M'Neill  received  at  Shah- 
with  impunity  to  be  insulted  is  in  rood  lord  Palmerston's  despatch  of 
my  opinion  indispensably  necessary  the  21st  of  May,  which  authorises 
—I  will  not  say  to  restore  us  to  him  to  inform  the  Shah  that  his  de- 
our  former  position,  but  to  enable  signs  upon  Affghanistan  were  in 
us  to  retain  one  of  any  credit  or  complete  contravention  of  the  spi- 
respectability.  Both  the  Persians  rit  of  the  alliance  subsisting  be- 
and  Affghans  in  the  Shah's  camp  tween  the  two  nations,  and  bid  him 
saw  with  amazement  the  Persian  to  expect  the  cessation  of  inter- 
government  treating  a  British  mis-  course  in  the  event  of  such  hostile 
sion  as  a  proscribed  body,  and  pun-  proceedings  being  persevered  in. 
Ishing  persons  who  ventured  to  hold  The  existence  of  the  treaty  be- 
even  a  casual  intercourse  with  it ;  tween  Persia  and  Candahar  under 
while  some  of  the  members  of  the  the  guarantee  of  Russia  was  not 
Russian  mission,  took  to  task  and  known  to  his  majesty's  government 
threatened  to  get  punished  for  that  at  the  time  when  this  letter  was 
offence,  persons  who  occasionally  written,  and  lord  Palmerston  was 
visited  my  tent,  taking  some  pre-  not  then  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
caution  to  prevent  being  disco-  posal  that  had  been  made  by  the 
Vered.  I  deeply  lament  the  result  Shah  to  the  Herat  government, 
of  these  discussions.  I  have  spent  nor  with  the  circumstances  attend- 
by  much  the  better  part  of  my  life  ing  the  seizure  of  the  messenger, 
in  this  country,  and,  during  the  which,  after  every  effort  for  redress 
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had  been  exhausted,  had  forced 
the  British  minister  to  quit  the 
camp,  nor  with  the  language  which 
Mr.  M'Neill  had  already  held  to 
the  king  of  Persia,  nor  with  the 
failure  of  the  negotiations  at  Can- 
dahar  and  Cabool,  nor  was  he 
aware  that  the  Indian  govern- 
ment had  already  landed  a  body  of 
troops  at  Karrak,  and  Mr.  M'Neill 
was  therefore  induced  by  this  ac- 
cumulation of  important  considera- 
tions, to  convey  the  menace  in 
terms  more  decided  than  those 
which  he  had  been  instructed  to 
employ.  '•  I  am  directed  to  inform 
your  majesty,"  writes  Mr.  M'Neill, 
that  if  Herat  should  have  surren- 
dered to  your  majesty,  the  British 
government  will  consider  your 
continuing  to  occupy  that  or  any 
other  portion  of  AfFghanistan  as 
an  hostile  demonstration  against 
England.  Your  majesty  is  no 
doubt  informed  by  the  government 
of  Fars,  that  a  body  of  British 
troops,  and  a  naval  armament  con- 
sisting of  five  ships  of  war,  have 
already  arrived  in  the  Persian 
gulf,  and  that  for  the  present  the 
troops  have  been  landed  in  the 
island  of  Karrak.  The  measures 
your  majesty  may  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  representation,  will 
decide  the  future  movements  and 
proceedings  of  that  armament  j 
but  your  majesty  must  perceive 
from  the  view  which  her  majesty's 
government  has  taken  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs,  and  from  the 
effect  which  must  have  been  pro- 
duced upon  the  minds  of  her  ma- 
jesty's ministers  and  the  British 
authorities  in  India  by  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  of  the  Persian 
government,  with  which  they  were 
not  then  acquainted,  that  nothing 
but  the  immediate  adoption  of 
measures  to  comply  with  the  de- 
Tnands  pf  the  British  governraeTit, 


can  hiduce  the  authorities  acting 
under  the  orders  of  that  govern- 
ment to  suspend  the  measures  that 
are  in  progress  for  the  defence  of 
British  interests,  and  the  vindica- 
tion of  British  honour." 

But  before  this  declaration  could 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  Shah,  the 
Persian  army  after  six  days  of  in- 
cessant battering,  made  a  general 
assault  upon  Herat.  Although, 
however,  the  troops  went  forward 
with  great  gallantry,  and  planted 
their  standards  three  several  times 
upon  the  breach,  they  were  unable 
to  maintain  their  position.  The 
Afighans  attacked  them  sword  in 
hand  with  energy  too  resolute  to 
be  resisted,  and  drove  them  with 
great  slaughter  across  the  ditch. 
The  loss  of  the  Persian  army 
amounted  to  nearly  two  thousand 
men,  including  an  unusual  propor- 
tion of  officers  of  the  higher  ranks. 
More  than  three-fourths  were 
found  to  have  fallen  by  sabre 
wounds. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
preservation  of  Herat  was  owing 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  distin- 
guished ability  of  lieutenant  Pot- 
tinger,  who  had  thwarted  all  the 
military  efforts  of  the  Russian  offi- 
cers of  superior  rank  who  for 
some  months  had  conducted  the 
siege,  and  all  the  intrigues  by 
which  the  Russian  mission  sought 
to  sow  dissension  among  the  de- 
fenders of  Herat.  The  failure^ 
however,  of  the  endeavour  to  take 
the  town  by  storm  had  not  the 
immediate  effect  of  forcing  the 
Shah  to  raise  the  siege. 

The  allusion  made  in  the  note 
which  we  have  just  been  citing,  to 
measures  in  progress  for  the  de- 
fence of  British  honour,  relate 
to  preparations  that  were  already 
on  foot  for  marching  an  army  into^ 
Affghanistan.     No  moment,  cer- 
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tainlv;  could  be  more  critical. 
Captain  Burnes  had  received  his 
dismissal  from  Cabool,  and  lieute- 
nant Leech  had  quitted  CabooL 
The  treaty  between  Persia  and  the 
latter  state  had  been  finally  con- 
cluded beneath  the  warrant  of  the 
Russian  minister.  A  treaty  of 
nearly  similar  import  was  in  pro- 
gress with  Cabool;  and  Captain 
Vicovich,  having  visited  the  Shah's 
camp  at  Herat,  had  returned  to  the 
two  courts  in  question,  provided 
with  sufficient  funds  to  complete 
the  arrangements  which  he  had  so 
successfully  commenced,  for  the 
establishment  of  Persian  dominion 
and  Russian  supremacy  in  all  the 
Affghan  states.  Kohundil  Khan 
was  enabled  by  Russian  subsidies 
to  besiege  Furrali  a  dependency  of 
Herat.  Dost  Mahommed  Khan 
in  furtherance  of  the  common  ob- 
jects, commenced  a  system  of  lios- 
tile  intrigues  even  in  India.  Per- 
sons professing  to  be  Persian  emis- 
saries  made  use  of  the  name  of  the 
Shah  for  similar  practices.  Let- 
ters were  addressed  bv  the  Shah 
to  the  Ameers  of  Sinde,  culling 
upon  them  to  join  the  league 
against  the  English,  and  captain 
Vicovich  made  similar  communi- 
cations to  them.  *^  The  power  of 
Russia,"  says  a  contemporary 
writer,  **  her  designs  against  In- 
dia, and  her  intimate  union  with 
Persia  for  objects  hostile  to  Eng- 
land were  the  common  subjects  of 
discussicm,  and  the  motives  of  ac- 
tion in  all  the  Ktatcs  of  Central 
Asia.  The  influence  of  these  cir- 
cuaistances  was  felt  in  India,  in 
the  mountains  of  Nepaul  and  in 
th^  marnhes  of  Burmah.  All  the 
evils  which  the  most  hostile  di- 
plomatic agency,  backed  by  the 
weight  and  power  of  Russia,  by 
the  moral  and  leligious  influence 
of  Persia,  and  by  the  sums  sup. 


plied  by  the  agents  of  the  former 
power  could  effect,  had  been  al. 
ready  produced.  The  whole  of 
the  country  from  the  frontiers  of 
Russia  on  the  Araxes,  to  the  banks 
of  the  Indus,  had  been  successfully 
tampered  with,  and  instigated  by 
Russian  agents,  some  openly,  and 
some  secretly  sent  to  unite  in 
one  great  league  for  the  purpose 
not  only  of  opposing  the  views 
and  interests  of  England,  but  of 
disturbing  and  threatening  her 
empire  in  Asia.  A  treaty  of  a 
hostile  tendency  had  been  made 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  Rus- 
sian minister  at  the  Persian  court, 
promises  of  direct  support  from 
Russia  herself  had  been  freely 
made  by  agents  so  accredited  that 
no  one  was  entitled  to  deny  the 
authenticity  of  their  communica. 
tions.  Military  enterprises  against 
which  the  British  government  had 
protested,  and  which  it  declared 
in  good  grounds  to  be  undertaken 
with  views  hostile  to  England, 
were  urged  on  with  unremitting 
perseverance,  and  promoteil  not 
only  by  supplies  of  money,  but  by 
the  active  military  exertions  of  the 
Russian  plenipotentiary  with  the 
officers  who  composed  his  suite.*' 

It  may  be  added,  that  if  the 
circumstances  which  have  been 
here  collected  are  admitted  to  form 
a  reasonable  case  for  adopting  ac- 
tive measures  of  self-defence,  the 
most  defensible  country  in  the 
whole  road  from  the  Russian  fron- 
tier to  the  Indus  in  Affghani»- 
tan,  nor  could  a  large  army  ap- 
proach India  by  any  other  than 
the  great  road  which  passes  by 
Candahar  between  the  mountains 
that  form  the  vale  of  Afghanis- 
tan.* 


*  Mr.  M'Neill  writing  from  Meshed, 
June  35,  makes  the  foUowiog  ■trtktng 
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The  Shah  remained  some 
weeks  longer  before  the  walls  of 
Herat,  but  the  failure  of  the  re- 
cent assault,  together  with  the 
debarcation  of  troops  at  Karrak, 
and  the  military  preparations  which 
were  being  made  in  the  north  of 
British  India,  led  him  finally  to 
comply  with  all  the  demands  of 
the  British  minister,  and  abandon 
his  unsuccessful  enterprise.  The 
camp  broke  up  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  and  returned  to 
Tehran,  about  seventy-five  days' 
march. 

In  the  meantime  lord  Palmer- 
slon  forwarded,  October  26,  1838, 
to  the  marquess  of  Clanricarde,  the 
draft  of  a  note  to  be  presented  to 


statement: — "The  country  between 
the  frontiers  of  Persia  and  India  is  far 
more  productive  than  I  bad  imagined  it 
to  be;  and  I  can  assure  your  lordship 
that  there  is  no  impediment  either 
from  the  physical  feature  of  the  country 
or  from  the  deficiency  of  supplies,  to 
the  march  of  a  large  army  from  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia  to  Candahar,  or  as 
I  believe  to  the  Indus.  Couirt  S4mo- 
mich  being  lame  from  a  wound,  drove 
his  carriage  from  Tehran  to  Herat,  and 
could  drive  it  to  Candahar  ;  and  the 
Shah's  army  has  now  for  nearly  seven 
months  subsisted  almost  exclusively  on 
the  supplies  of  the  country  immediately 
around  Herat  and  Ghorian,  leaving  the 
still  more  productive  districts  of  Subzer 
and  Furrah  untouched.  There  is,  there- 
fore, my  lord,  no  security  for  India  in 
the  nature  of  the  country  through  which 
an  army  would  have  to  pass  to  invade  it 
from  this  side,  on  the  contrary,  the 
whole  line  is  peculiarly  favourable  to 
such  an  enterprise.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  a  most  hazardous  policy  to  aU 
low  Persia  to  act  as  the  pioneer  of  Rus- 
sia, and  under  the  protection  of  the 
article  of  the  treaty,  to  break  down  the 
main  defence  of  AGfghanistan,  and 
thereby  make  the  country  untenable  to 
us  at  a  moment  when  the  concert  be- 
tween Persia  and  Russia  in  these  opera- 
tions is  avowed.'' 


count  Nesselrode  with  the  view  of 
eliciting  explanations  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  pursued  by  the 
agents  of  Russia  in  the  late  trans- 
actions. The  paper  in  question 
which  is  characterised  by  remarka- 
ble firmness  and  precision,  is  too 
long  to  be  inserted  here,  but  its 
purport  may  be  gathered  from  the 
concluding  passage.  "  The  British 
government"  says  lord  Palmerston, 
''  readily  admits  that  Russia  is 
free  to  pursue  with  respect  to  the 
matters  in  question  whatever  course 
may  appear  to  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburgh  most  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  Russia ;  and  Great 
Britain  is  too  conscious  of  her  own 
strength,  and  too  sensible  of  the 
extent  and  sufficiency  of  the  means 
which  she  possesses  to  defend  her 
own  interests  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  to  regard  with  any  se- 
rious uneasiness  the  transactions  to 
which  this  note  relates.  But  the 
British  government  considers  itself 
entitled  to  ask  of  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburgh,  whether  the  inten- 
tions and  the  policy  of  Russia  to- 
wards Persia  and  towards  Great 
Britain,  are  to  be  deduced  from 
the  declarations  of  count  Nessel- 
rode and  M.  Rodofinikin  to  the 
earl  of  Durham,  or  from  the  acts 
of  count  Simonich  and  M.  Vico- 
vich;  and  the  British  government 
thinks  itself  also  justified  in  observ- 
ing, that  if  from  any  cause  what- 
ever, the  Russian  government 
has  subsequently  to  the  month  of 
February  and  May,  1837,  altered 
the  opinions  which  were  then  ex- 
pressed to  the  earl  of  Durham ; 
then,  and  in  such  case,  the  system 
of  unreserved  reciprocal  communi- 
cation upon  Persian  affairs,  which 
of  late  years  has  been  established 
between  the  two  governments, 
gave  to  the  British  cabinet  a  good 
right  to  expect,  that  so  entire  a 
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change  of  policy  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  together  with  the  reasons 
on  which  it  was  founded,  would 
have  been  made  known  to  her  ma- 
jesty's government  by  the  cabinet 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  instead  of  being 
left  to  be  inferred  from  the  acts  of 
Russian  agents  in  Persia  and  AfF- 
ghanistan." 

But  count  Nesselrode  had  al- 
ready, Oct.  20,  transmitted  a  de- 
spatch relating  to  communications 
verbally  made  on  the  same  subject 
by  Lord  Palraerston  to  the  Rus- 
sian ambassador,  previous  to  the 
composition  of  the  note  of  Oct. 
26,  which  count  Pozzo  di  Borgo 
was  desired  to  lay  before  the  Brit- 
ish cabinet.  In  this  document^ 
the  Russian  minister  very  expli- 
citly denies,  that  the  project  of 
disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
British  possessions  ever  presented 
itself  to  the  mind  of  his  august 
master.  The  siege  of  Herat,  he 
observes,  was  a  measure,  which, 
however  justifiable  in  itself,  the 
Russian  government  had  not  ceased 
to  dissuade  the  Shah  from  under- 
taking, in  the  existing  weakness  and 
disorganisation  of  his  kingdom,  and 
he  adds  that,  in  the  event  of  Herat 
being  taken,  his  government  had 
made  provision  for  the  integrity  of 
the  Affghan  territory,  by  stipulat- 
ing that  the  captured  city  should 
be  attached,  not  to  Persia,  but  to 
the  principality  of  Candahar. 
Such  an  arrangement  he  maintains, 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  internal 
dissensions  of  the  country,  would 
have  rendered  it  accessible  to  the 
commerce  and  industry  of  all  the 
nations  that  are  interested  in  turn- 
ing to  account  {a  I' exploitation), 
the  resources  of  Central  Asia.  The 
competition  in  question,  proceeds 
M.  Nesselrode,  was  entirely  pacific 
and  commercial,  and  by  no  means 
political  or  hostile.     True  it  w^s, 


that  a  Russian  agent  had  made  his 
appearance  at  Cabool,  but  bis  mis- 
sion was  occasioned  by  the  arrival 
of  an  agent  from  that  city  at  St. 
Petersburgh  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  commercial  relations  M'ith 
Russia.  Captain  Vicovich  was 
charged  to  ascertain  the  degree  of 
security  which  such  an  enterprise 
might  offer  to  the  Russian  mer- 
chants, not  to  effected  commmercial 
treaty,  or  any  political  combination 
whatever.  Russia  had  no  other 
object  than  to  ensure  for  the  pro- 
duce of  her  manufactures,  a  fair 
competition  in  the  markets  of  Cen. 
tral  Asia.  Count  Nesselrode  then 
intimates  that  count  Simonich  had 
been  recalled,  and  that  colonel 
Duhamel,  who  had  been  destined 
for  that  post  for  the  last  six 
months,  was  now  on  his  way  to 
represent  the  Czar  at  Tehran. 

The  Count  observes,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  Great  Britain  like  Rus- 
sia could  have  but  one  interest  in 
view — the  *'  maintenance  of  peace 
in  the  centre  of  Asia,  and  the  twrfe- 
pendence  of  the  intermediate  na- 
tions, in  order  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  conflict  between  the 
two  great  powers,  which,  that  they 
may  remain  friends,  require  not  to 
touch  each  other,  and  not  to  come 
into  collision  with  each  other,  in 
the  centre  of  Asia." 

With  these  spontaneous  over- 
tures, although  it  is  observable, 
that  the  Russian  minister  did  not 
disavow  the  Candahar  treaty,  nor 
the  acts  of  any  of  her  officers,  lord 
Palmerston,  Dec.  20,  expressed 
himself  perfectly  satisfied.  In  a 
conversation  subsequently  held, 
however,  with  lord  Clanricarde, 
Nov.  20,  M.  Nesselrode  acknow- 
ledged that  count  Simonieh  had 
acted  in  a  manner  of  which  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  complain, 
and  that  the  ambassador  bad  been 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [337 

recalled,  on  that  account.  The  been  given  without  the  imperial 
protestations  of  the  good  will  and  sanction,  and  was,  therefore,  disa- 
aincerity  of  the  Russian  govern-  vowed.  Colonel  Duhamel  had, 
inent,  were  much  more  explicitly  moreover,  been  instructed  to  de- 
conveyed  in  a  note,  Feb.  21,  1839,  clare,  that  his  august  master  was 
from  the  foreign  secretary  to  the  determined  to  hold  none  but  purely 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  St.  commercial  relations  with  Affghan- 
James's.  It  was  there  stated,  that,  istan ;  in  accordance  with  which 
although  the  emperor  approved  of  resolution,  he  had  forthwith  re- 
the  convention  between  Persia*and  called  captain  Vicovich  from  Can- 
Candahar,  he  refused  to  confirm  dahar,  and  signified  to  the  Affghan 
the  engagements  therein  recorded,  chiefs,  that  Russia  had  not  intended 
because,  though  purely  defensive,  nor  ever  would  talc e  any  part  what- 
they  were  placed  beyond  the  limits  ever  in  their  family  feuds  and  civil 
which  the  emperor  had  laid  down  wars. 
for  his  policy.    The  guarantee  had 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

British  India  continued — Camp  at  Simla  on  the  Jumna — Anahfxis  of 
the  Governor  General  s  Declaration  of  War — Address  of  Sir  Ii,  Fane 
—Troops  proceed  to  Ferozepoor — Raising  of  siege  of  Herat — Effect 
of  that  event  upon  the  arrangements  for  the  campaign  —  Sir  H. 
Fane  resigns  the  command  of  the  expedition^  which  devolves  on  Sir 
John  Keane — hiterview  of  Lord  Auckland  with  Runjeet  Singh  on  the 
Sutledge  —  Line  of  march  of  the  two  divisions  —  Course  of  the 
Bombay  column — Ameers  of  Sinde  refuse  a  passage — Occupation  of 
Hyderabad — and  Couratchee — Treaty  with  the  Ameers — Bengal  di- 
vision descends  the  Indus — Crosses  at  Bukkur — Whole  army  assem- 
bled at  Shikarpore — March  through  Gundava — Bolam  Pass — In- 
tense suffering — Treachery  of  Khan  of  Khelat^^Quetta — Valley  of 
Pisheen — Chararacter  of  the  country — Flight  of  Kohun  Dil  Khan 
'—Triwnphal  entry  and  coronation  of  Shah  Soqjah  at  Candahar"^ 
Troops  recruited — Storming  of  Ghisneh  —  Gallant  defence  of  the 
Affghans — Dispersion  of  Dost  Mohammed's  army — He  takes  refuge 
in  Bokhara — Reduction  of  the  Ghilzees — Storming  of  Khelat — i2e- 
turn  of  the  army — Mr.  M^Naghten  to  remain  at  Cabool—^Honours 
conferred  on  Lord  Auckland^  Sir  John  Keane,  Mr,  M'Naghten, 
Colonel  Pottifiger — Aden — Death  of  Runjeet  Singh^- Martyrs  of 
Cochin — Deposition  of  Rajah  of  Sattarah — Taking  of  Kurnoul 
— Jamaica. — Remarks — Recall  of  Sir  Lionel  Smith — Succeeded  by 
Sir  Charles  Metcalfe—  Meeting  of  the  House  of  Assembly — GoveV' 
nors  speech — Committee  on  the  Address — Mr.  Dallas's  resolutions 
— Address  of  the  Assembly — Popularity  of  the  Governor — Upper 
Canada. —  Opening  of  the  session — Speech  of  Sir  G.  Arthur — His 
Remarks  upon  the  late  invasion,-  Loyal  demonstrations  occasioned 
by  the  outrage—  New  Bri  nswick. — Unanimous  vote  of  the  Chamber 
— Nova  Scotia — Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  for  repelling  aggret' 
soj^s^  Miscellaneous  Addresses  on  the  same  Subject — Encouraging 
prospects — Recall  of  Sir  J.  Colborne — Mr,  Poulett  Thomson  made 
Governor  General — Lands  at  Quebec — His  proclamation — Address 
to  Sir  J.  Colborne  on  his  departure — He  is  made  a  Peer— jRe*oiii- 
tions  of.  the  Special  Council  fvith  regard  to  the  union  of  the  Pro- 
vinces — Governor  General  proceeds  to  Toronto, 

IN    the     important     manifesto    on  the  Jumna,  where  the  Bengal 
which  was  published  on  the    division  of  the  army  was  asflembled 
11th  of  October,  1838,  at  Simla,    under  the  commander-in-chief.  Sir 
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Henry  Fane,  the  Governor  General 
begins  by  referring  to  the  treaties 
with  the  native  powers  on  the  In- 
dus in  1832,  the  objects  of  which 
were  to  open  the  navigation  of 
that  river,  and  *'to  gain  for  the 
British  nation  that  legitimate  in- 
fluence in  Central  Asia  which  such 
an  interchange  of  benefits  would 
naturally  produce.'*  With  a  view 
of  inviting  the  aid  of  the  de  facto 
rulers  of  AiFghanistan  to  give  effect 
to  these  conventions,  an  agent  was 
dispatched  to  Cabool  in  1836*  on  a 
mission  of  a  purely  commercial 
character.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  Dost  Mahommed  Khan 
made  an  unprovoked  attack  on  our 
**  ancient  ally"  Runjeet  Singh,  and 
as  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that 
he  would  avenge  this  aggression, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  frustration 
of  our  "peaceful  and  beneficent 
purposes,"  Captain  Burnes  re- 
ceived authority  to  offer  to  Dost 
Mahommed  Khan  his  mediation, 
which  had  been  accepted  by  Run- 
jeet Singh. 

It  subsequently,  pursues  the  do- 
cument in  question,  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  govern- 
ment ,  that  a  Persian  army  had  laid 
siege  to  Herat ;  that  Persian  influ- 
ence was  extending  even  beyond 
the  Indus,  and  that  the  Persian 
court  had  commenced  a  system  of 
injury  and  insult  towards  her  ma- 
jesty's mission  in  Persia,  and  en- 
gaged in  designs  at  variance  with 
the  principles  and  objects  of  its 
alliance  with  Great  Britain.  Dost 
Mahommed  Khan,  relying  on  Per- 
sian encouragement  and  assistance, 
virtually  rejected  the  proffered  me- 
diation by  his  unreasonable  preten- 
sions, and  avowed  schemes  of  am- 
bition injurious  to  the  security  of 
thefrontiers  of  India;  he  threatened 
to  call  in  foreign  aid,  and  by  his 
utter  disregard  of  the  views  and 


interests  of  Great  Britain,  he  com- 
pelled our  agent  to  leave  Caboolj 
with  the  object  of  his  mission  una- 
chieved, showing  that  so  long  as 
Cabool  remained  under  his  au- 
thority, we  could  never  hope,  that 
the  tranquillity  of  our  neighbour- 
hood, or  the  interests  of  our  Indian 
empire  could  be  preserved.  With 
regard  to  Persia,  it  is  observed, 
that  the  refusal  of  the  just  demands 
of  her  Majesty's  Envoy,  and  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  disrespect  towards 
him,  induced  him  to  quit  the 
Shah's  court,  and  declare  a  cessa- 
tion of  intercourse  between  the 
two  governments,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent advance  of  the  Persian  arms 
into  Affglianistan,  had  been  repre- 
sented to  the  Shah  by  order  of  her 
majesty's  government  as  an  act  of 
hostilitv. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and 
as  the  chiefs  of  Candahar  had 
avowed  their  adherence  to  Persian 
policy  with  a  full  knowledge  of  its 
bearing  upon  the  interests  of  Brit- 
ish India,  the  governor  general 
felt  the  importance  of  taking  im- 
mediate steps  for  arresting  the 
rapid  progress  of  foreign  aggres- 
sion towards  our  own  territories, 
and  his  attention  was  naturally 
drawn  to  the  position  and  claims 
of  Shah  Soojah,  who  had,  when  in 
power,  cordially  acceded  to  mea- 
sures of  united  resistance  against 
internal  enmity  ;  and  as  the  Ba- 
rukzye  chiefs  were  unfitted,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  be  useful 
allies  to  Great  Britain,  or  aid  us 
in  our  necessary  measures  of  na- 
tional defence,  the  governor-gene- 
ral felt  warranted  in  espousing 
the  cause  of  Shah  Soojah  whose 
popularity  had  been  proved  by  the 
best  authorities.  A  tripartite 
treaty  had,  therefore,  been  con- 
cluded between  the  British  govern- 
ment, Runjeet  Singh,  and  Shah 
[Z2] 
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Soojah^  whereby  the  Maharaja 
of  the  Seikhs  was  guaranteed  m 
his  present  possessions,  and  bound 
to  co-operate  in  the  restoration  of 
the  Shah.  A  guaranteed  inde- 
pendence would  be  tendered  to  the 
Ameers  of  Scinde,  and  Herat  would 
be  left  in  possession  of  its  present 
ruler.  It  was  intended  that  Shah 
Soojah  should  enter  Afghanistan 
surrounded  with  his  own  troops, 
and  supported  against  opposition, 
foreign  or  domestic,  by  a  British 
array,  which,  when  its  objects 
should  be  completely  effected, 
would  withdraw  from  the  AfTghan 
territory.  British  influence  would 
be  used  to  further  every  measure 
of  general  benefit,  and  heal  the 
distractions  which  had  so  long  af- 
flicted the  Affghan  people,  and 
even  those  chiefs  whose  hostile 
proceedings  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  measure,  would  receive  a  libe- 
ral and  honourable  treatment,  on 
sending  an  early  submission. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  month 
sir  Henry  Fane  published  a  suit- 
able address  to  the  "army  of  the 
Indus,"  and  the  whole  division 
received  orders  to  put  iiself  in  mo- 
tion for  Ferozepore  on  the  Sut- 
ledge,  at  which  place  an  interview 
was  appointed  to  take  place  be- 
tween h)rd  Auckland  and  Runjeet 
Singh,  and  the  commander-in- 
chief  would  manoeuvre  the  troops 
in  the  presence  of  the  Maharaja. 

The  news,  however,  of  the  rais- 
ing of  the  siege  of  Herat,  and  the 
retreat  of  the  Shah  of  Persia, 
reached  the  camp  of  Simla  at  this 
juncture,  and  modified,  in  some 
measure,  the  intentions  of  the  In- 
dian government.  It  was  deter- 
mined not  to  send  forward  the 
whole  force,  a  part  only  being  now 
thought  *' equal  for  effecting  the 
future  objects  in  view."  The 
army   of  the   Indus    was    conse- 


quently reduced  to  what  is  called 
a  corps  d'armee,  to  be  commanded, 
not  by  Sir  H.  Fane,  who  resumed 
the  intention  which  he  had  ori- 
ginally formed  of  returning  to 
England,  but  by  Sir  John  Keane, 
the  commander-in-chief  at  Bombay. 

In  the  mean  while  the  pro- 
jected interview  took  place  be- 
tween the  governor-general  and 
the  chief  of  the  Punjaub,  sur- 
rounded by  their  respective  reti- 
nues and  armies  on  the  29th  and 
30th  of  November.  "  The  drama  of 
Roopur"  observes  an  eye-witness, 
"  were  re-enacted.  The  glories  of 
the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold, 
were  presented,  on  this  occasion, 
to  the  imaginations  of  the  Euro- 
pean spectators^  and  native  eyes 
were  once  more  gratified  with  one 
of  those  gorgeous  spectacles  of  Ori- 
ental magnificence^  once  habitual 
to  them,  but  which  are  now,  like 
their  temples  and  tombs,  fading 
into  dreams  of  the  past,  under  the 
wand  of  European  retrenchment." 
The  two  distinguished  personages 
parted,  with  every  demonstration 
of  mutual  goodwill^  and  the  troops 
commenced  their  march  to  the 
Indus.  Sir  Alexander  Bumes  was 
sent  on  in  advance  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

The  army  of  invasion  might 
have  proceeded  more  directly 
through  the  tributary  states  by 
the  friendly  kingdom  of  the  Pun- 
jaub ;  it  had,  however,  apparently, 
another  object  in  view,  which  was 
to  make  sure  of  the  course  of  the 
Indus.  The  expedition,  there- 
fore, proceeded  by  two  different 
routes,  the  Bombay  division  taking 
the  river  at  its  embouchure.  This 
portion  of  India,  it  is  well  known, 
is  occupied  by  the  confederation  of 
the  Ameers  of  Sinde.  Several 
treaties  had  already  been  con- 
cluded between  these  princes  an^ 
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the  British  government^  upon  a 
footing  of  perfect  independence^ 
but  as  the  Ameers  refused  to  per- 
mit the  British  forces  to  pass  in 
peace  through  their  territory,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  effect  a 
passage  by  forcible  means.  Their 
first  step  was  to  march  upon  Hy- 
derabad, which  was  taken  without 
any  effectual  resistance.  The 
seizure  of  the  capital  was  followed 
by  the  occupation  of  Kouratchee, 
the  richest  city  in  Sinde,  its  port 
being  the  commercial  emporium  of 
Cabool,  Lahore,  India,  Persia,  and 
Belochestan.  By  these  means,  the 
Ameers  were  brought  to  contract  a 
fresh  treaty  with  the  Indian  go- 
vernment, by  which  they  agreed 
to  make  an  immediate  payment  of 
300,000/.,  to  abolish  the  tolls  on 
the  Indus,  to  maintain  an  auxiliary 
corps  of  4  or  5,000  men  under  the 
command  of  British  oihcers,  and 
to  pay  a  tribute  amounting  to 
nearly  the  half  of  their  revenue. 
From  thenceforth,  moreover,  each 
Ameer  was,  for  the  future,  to  look 
upon  the  English  government  as 
his  suzerain,  and  procure  his  sepa- 
rate recognition  at  its  hands.  '*  In 
short,"  says  a  coteraporary  writer, 
"for  all  military  and  political  pur- 
poses, the  lower  Sinde  has  become 
a  British  province.  The  Indus 
may  be  considered  as  ceded  to  us 
by  a  special  stipulation,  which  in. 
vests  our  functionaries  with  the 
complete  domination  of  its  course 
from  Mithuncote  to  the  sea. 
Even  if  it  be  destined  to  reap  no- 
thing more  from  its  enterprize, 
the  expedition  will  have  thrown 
away  neither  its  time  nor  its  trou- 
ble, for  from  henceforth  the  Indus 
is  a  British  stream." 

While  the  Bombay  array  was 
occupied  in  bringing  Sinde  to  sub- 
mission, the  Bengal  division  was 
descending  the  left  bank  of  the 


Sulledge.  to  unite  with  the  former 
corps  at  Shikarpore,  on  the  con- 
fines of  Sinde  and  Affghanistan. 

At  every  place,  they  received 
the  homage  of  the  petty  princes  of 
the  country,  or  renewed  the  exist, 
ing  treaties,  until  they  arrived  at 
Bhawulpoor,  upon  the  Indus, 
where  sir  Alexander  Burnes  had 
already  brought  about  a  treaty 
with  the  Ameer,  that  put  the  Brit- 
ish government  in  possession  of 
Bukkur,  a  small  island  above  Kyr- 
poor,  made  up  of  a  reck  and  a  for- 
tress which  commands  the  course 
of  the  river.  There  it  was,  that 
the  army  of  Bengal  constructed  a 
bridge  of  boats  to  facilitate  the 
passage  ;  and  upon  the  14th  of 
February,  general  Nott,  it  appears, 
had  the  honour  of  leading  the  first 
body  of  disciplined  troops  to  the 
opposite  bank  of  this  noble  river 
with  the  sounds  of  military  music. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  March 
the  whole  army,  including  the 
contingent  of  Shah  Soojah,  which 
was  to  form  the  central  division, 
was  assembled  at  Shikarpcor.  The 
fatigues  of  the  long  march,  toge- 
ther with  the  assaults  of  the  Be- 
lochcs,  had  already  made  havoc 
with  the  ranks  of  the  expedition, 
and  yet  was  this  only  the  prelude 
of  the  trials  which  awaited  them 
among  the  mountains.  From  Gun- 
dava  to  Dadur  their  sufferings  in- 
creased. The  Beloches  who  could 
never  be  brought  to  attack  them 
in  front,  hung  upon  the  flanks  and 
the  rear  of  the  army,  and  swept  off 
the  camels  and  the  baggage  with 
the  provisions.  These  marauders 
were  in  general  well  mounted, 
and  carried  sometimes  a  sabre  in 
each  hand  in  addition  to  their 
daggers,  bucklers,  and  a  gun.  One 
of  their  means  of  defence  was  to 
inundate  the  country  by  damming 
up  the  rivers,  so  that  the  troops 
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were  forced  to  march  through  the 
water  until  they  came  to  the 
dykes.  Their  progress  was  also 
impeded  by  the  dense  jungle  which 
they  were  obliged  to  clear  for  their 
encampments,  and  the  dead  camels 
which  they  abandoned  by  the  way 
emitted  an  odour  almost  insuppor- 
table. The  men  however  proceed- 
ed in  excellent  spirits,  and  their 
provisions  still  held  out. 

It  was  in  the  passage  of  the 
defiles  of  the  Bolan  that  their  real 
hardships  began.  The  march  was 
opened  by  the  column  of  Bengal. 
Towards  nightfall  on  the  18th  of 
March  they  entered  the  pass.  The 
natives  gave  them  but  little  an- 
noyance, but  the  natural  difficul- 
ties were  quire  enough  to  con- 
tend with.  While  the  thermome- 
ter at  Dadur  was  at  102  Faren- 
heit,  a  hurricane  of  snow  swept 
over  the  heads  of  the  soldiers  in 
Bolan,  and  the  wav  was  so  en- 
cumbered  with  great  fragments  of 
rock,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
abandon  their  tents,  together  with 
the  greater  number  of  their  ca- 
mels, to  the  wild  robbers  that 
hovered  upon  their  flank  day  and 
night.  The  principal  promoter  of 
these  outrages  was  Mehrat  Khan, 
the  chief  of  tlie  strong  fortress  of 
Khelat,  who  instigated  the  plun- 
dering tribes  to  assault  and  mur- 
der the  followers  of  the  army,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  was  nego- 
ciiiting  a  treaty  with  the  represen- 
tative of  the  B.itish  government. 

On  the  26th  of  March  we  find 
the  Bengal  division  at  Quetta, 
about  six  marches  from  Candahar, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  Shah  Soo- 
jah  and  Mr.  M'Naghtcn,  who  tra- 
versed the  defile  with  somewhat 
less  inconvenience,  the  route  hav- 
ing already  been  made  more  prac- 
ticable by  their  predecessors.  To- 
wards   the   middle   of  April  the 


whole  army  was  assembled  beyond 
the  reach  of  danger  in  the  valley  of 
Pisheen.  They  would  however 
appear  to  have  paid  dearly  for  the 
achievement.  The  camp  follow- 
ers, who  form  by  far  the  more  nu- 
merous portion  of  an  oriental  army, 
had  been  the  first  to  feel  the  hor- 
rors of  famine.  They  even  fought 
with  the  dogs  for  the  remains  of 
the  beasts  abandoned  on  the  road. 
The  soldiers  were  put  upon  half 
rations,  and  many  of  the  horses 
sank  and  died.  "  A  few  days  more/' 
says  a  correspondent,  *'  and  the 
whole  army  would  have  been  com- 
pletely disorganized.  Every  letter 
declares  the  march  of  the  troops 
upon  Cabool  has  no  parallel  but  in 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army 
from  Moscow.  The  contingent  of 
Shah  Soojah  had  been  reduced 
from  6000  to  1500  men.  How 
fortunate  that  we  were  not  attacked 
in  such  a  situation." 

There  seems  indeed  to  have  been 
but  one  opinion  that  a  handful  of 
men  would  have  sufficed  to  destroy 
the  army  in  the  gorges  of  the  Bo- 
lan. The  Barukzye  Sirdars  had 
indeed  made  an  appeal  to  the  reli- 
gious fanaticism  of  the  population, 
and  called  upon  every  Madiometan 
to  come  and  fight  with  the  infidel ; 
but  disunion  prevailed  among 
themselves,  and  this  circumstance 
alone  was  the  saving  of  the  expe- 
ditionary army,  which  was  thus 
permitted  to  arrive  without  any 
general  encounter  in  the  plains  of 
Candahar. 

In  these  fertile  valleys,  with  a 
delightful  climate,  at  an  elevation 
of  nearly  5000  feet  above  the 
sea,  the  soldiers  were  at  length 
allowed  to  rest  from  their  long 
labours.  The  commanders  of  each 
company  were  authorised  to  pur- 
chase food  and  forage  wherever 
they  could    be  procured  on  the 
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creditor  the  government,  and  pre- 
visions came  in  abundantly  to  re« 
cruit  the  forces  of  the  men. 

No  resistance  appears  to  have 
been  offered  at  Candahar.  Kohun 
Dil  Khan  had  quitted  the  capital 
and  taken  refuge  with  his  brother 
Dost  Mahommed  at  Cabool.  On  the 
24th  of  April  the  Bengal  division, 
with  Shah  Soojah,  and  Mr.M*Nagh- 
ten,  made  their  entry  into  the  im- 
perial city.  "As  we  approached 
the  city,"  writes  the  British  en- 
voy, "  we  were  joined  by  troops  of 
horsemen  well  mounted  and  well 
armed,  who  came  to  make  their 
submission  to  his  majesty,  while 
the  peaceful  population  testified  its 
joy  by  acclamations.  Tranquillity 
is  restored.  Even  the  friends  of 
the  Sirdars,  of  whom  several  came 
to  visit  me,  expressed  their  satis- 
faction at  the  change  of  govern- 
ment. Hagee  Khan  Kakur,  the 
most  powerful  chief  of  these  coun- 
tries, came  with  two  hundred 
horsemen  t^  present  his  respects  to 
the  Shah.  He  was  received  with 
honour  by  his  majesty  and  my- 
self." The  aged  prince  was  so- 
lemnly crowned  on  the  8th  of 
May.  The  army,  which  was  much 
reduced  in  numbers,  spent  several 
weeks  in  Candahar  for  the  sake  of 
rest,  and  in  order  to  get  together 
the  requisite  provisions.  By  the 
end  of  June  numerous  convoys  en- 
tered the  city,  and  the  troops  set 
forth  on  the. 2 7th  for  Ghisneh. 
Although  the  distance  is  not  more 
than  ten  days  journey,  the  artil- 
lery encountered  so  many  obstacles 
in  its  transport,  that  it  was  the 
21st  of  July  before  the  forces  ar- 
rived in  front  of  the  fortress.  The 
town  was  found  by  sir  John  Keane 
to  be  far  stronger  than  the  previ- 
ous descriptions  had  led  him  to 
anticipate.  It  was  surrounded 
with  a  ditch,  and   a  high   wall 


iianked  by  towers,  and  px>tected  by 
a  citadel. 

The  troops  were  no  sooner  come 
within  reach  of  the  cannon  than 
they  were  received  with  a  well 
sustained  fire ;  they  however  car- 
ried rapidly  the  advanced  works, 
and  drove  the  Affghans  within  the 
city.  The  whole  of  the  22nd  was 
spent  in  reconnoitring,  and  making 
preparations  for  the  assault.  The 
next  morning  by  three  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  the  detachments  were  all 
at  their  respective  posts,  and  the 
guns  in  position  at  points  which 
commanded  the  eastern  face  as  well 
as  the  Cabool  gate  of  the  fortress. 
So  secretly  were  these  proceedings 
conducted,  that  not  a  single  shot 
had  been  elicited  from  the  garri- 
son, until  they  were  aroused  from 
their  security  by  a  feigned  attack 
made  upon  the  opposite  quarter. 
The  storming  party,  under  colonel 
Dennie,  then  rushed  up  to  the 
Cabool  gate,  when  they  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  parapets  that  com- 
manded the  entrance,  whilst  cap- 
tiins  Thompson  and  Peat,  with 
two  other  officers,  attached  the 
bags  of  powder  to  the  gates.  These 
exploding,  burst  them  open,  and  be- 
fore the  defenders  could  recover 
from  their  astonishment,  colonel 
Dennie,  at  the  head  of  the  storm- 
ing party,  poured  into  the  town. 
As  at  Herat,  so  here  the  Aff*ghan8 
still  disputed  the  ground  inch  by 
inch,  hand  to  hand,  with  pistol, 
dagger,  and  sabre.  The  darkness 
was  more  favourable  to  the  assail- 
ants than  to  the  besieged;  every 
street  was  strewn  with  the  slain, 
out  of  the  garrison  of  3,500  per- 
sons, not  fewer  than  500  were 
killed  within  the  walls,  and  fifty 
men  fell  in  the  defence  of  a  single 
fortified  house.  Before  sunrise  the 
standard  of  England  was  planted 
on  the  citadel  of  Ghisneh.   Protec- 
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tion  was  immediately  granted  to 
the  women.  On  the  side  of  the 
conquerors  the  killed  and  wounded 
did  not  amount  to  200  men.  The 
son  of  Dost  Mahommed  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  committed  to  the 
charge  of  sir  A.  Burnes. 

The  capture  of  one  of  the  strong- 
est places  in  Asia  made  a  great  im« 
pression   upon  the  Affghans.     In 
the  hclief  that  the  fortress  would 
keep  the  English  for  some  time  in 
check.  Dost  Mahommed  was  pro- 
ceeding towards  the  capital  with 
his  cavalry  and  a  park  of  artillery. 
But   when   the  news  arrived  his 
army  hroke  up,  and  sir  J.  Keane 
resumed  his  march  along  the  rich 
valley  from   Ghisneh   to   Cahool. 
The  fortunate  Shah  Soojah  entered 
the  capital  on  the  7th  of  August. 
Dost  Mahommed  endeavoured  to 
make   head  against  the  invaders, 
but  being  deserted  by  all  but  the 
members    of  his    own   Barukzye 
tribe,   he  abandoned  his  baggage 
and  artillery,  and  fled  with   the 
remnant  of  his  army  beyond  the 
mountains   of  the    Hazareh   into 
Bokhara.     In  order  to  follow  out 
the  conquest,  major  Outram  was 
sent  into  certain  disturbed  districts 
between  Cahool  and  Candahar  to 
tranquilize  the  disaffected  Ghilzee 
tribes  who  had  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged  Shah  Soojah,  and  replace 
the  refractory  chieftains  with  new- 
ly appointed  governors.     Nor  was 
the  treachery  of  the  Khan  of  Khe- 
lat  forgotten  ;    General  Willshire 
led   a  strong  detachment  against 
that  formidable  fortress. 

After  some  fighting  in  the  envi- 
rons, the  besieging  party  succeeded 
in  blowing  open  the  gate,  and 
made  their  way  into  the  town,  the 
enemy  disputing  every  foot  of 
ground  up  to  the  walls  of  the  inner 
citadel.  The  troops,  however,  suc- 
ceeded at  length  in  forcing  an  en- 


trance into  the  last  strong  hold  of 
the  capital  of  Belochestan.  There 
a  desperate  defence  was  made  by 
Mehrat  in  person,  at  the  head  of 
his  people,  and  the  Khan  himself 
with  many  of  his  chiefs  fell  fight- 
ing sword  in  hand.  As  in  the  case 
of  Ghisneh,  the  defences  of  the 
fort  were  found  to  be  much  stroneer 
than  had  been  expected.  The 
garrison  was  upwards  of  2000  men. 
After  leaving  a  detachment  for 
the  protection  of  Shah  Soojah,  the 
main  body  of  the  troops  returned 
home.  Mr.  M'Naghten  remained 
as  resident  at  the  court  of  Cabool. 
Her  majesty  was  not  slow  to  re* 
ward  the  services  of  the  more  emi- 
nent actors  in  these  important 
transactions.  The  govenior<-sene« 
ral  was  created  earl  of  Aucluand. 
Sir  John  Keane  was  made  a  peer, 
by  the  title  of  baron  Keane,  of 
Ghusnce,  in  Affghanistan.  Baro- 
netcies were  conferred  on  Mr. 
M'Naghten  and  colonel  Pottinger* 
Such  was  the  issue  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Afghanistan :  whatever 
political  consequences  may  be  sop- 
posed  to  attach  to  the  measure, 
most  men  will  at  least  admit,  that 
a  very  brilliant  military  ex^oit 
has  been  achieved  by  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain. 

A  successful  assault  was  made 
on  the  19th  of  January*  upon  the 
fortress  of  Aden*  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Red  Sea.  It  appears,  that  not- 
withstanding the  formal  surrender 
of  this  important  position  under 
the  Sultan's  seal,  with  a  wrifelen 
promise  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
Abdallah  tribes,  his  subject!^  when 
the  expedition  reached  Aden,  they 
were  opposed  by  a  body  of  1000 
men  under  the  Sultan's  nephew, 
who  set  the  force  at  defiance,  and 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  ships*  The 
naval  part  of  the  armament  was 
then  ordered  to  attack  the  fortifi* 
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cations,  it  was  not,  however,  till 
the  battery  was  almost  knocked  to 
pieces,  that  the  men  could  be  dis« 
lodged,  and  the  troops  were  land- 
ed, with  but  little  loss.  A  des- 
perate resistance,  was,  however, 
subsequently  made  by  the  Arab 
prisoners,  who  refused  to  deliver 
up  their  arms. 

The  celebrated  chief  of  the 
Punjaub,  Runjeet  Singh,  died  this 
year  at  Lahore,  on  the  27th  of 
June,  and  ''  the  melancholy  intel- 
ligence "  of  the  **  demise  of  this 
faithful  and  highly  valued  ally  of 
the  British  government "  was  oflB- 
dally  announced  in  a  general  order 
from  Simla,  July  4tTi.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Kurruch 
Singh. 

Sad  accounts  are  given  of  the 
persecutions  of  the  Christians  in 
Cochin  China  and  Tonquin.  The 
list  of  martyrs  comprises  four  £u. 
ropean  bishops,  five  European 
priests,  and  ten  native  priests,  who 
had  been  either  beheaded,  stran- 
gled, or  starved  to  death.  The 
native  king  is  said  to  have  lately 
invented  a  new  religion. 

The  issue  of  the  campaign  in 
Affghanistan,  had,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  effect  of  securing  for 
the  time  the  precarious  tranquil- 
lity of  the  north  eastern  fron- 
tier states  of  Nepaul  and  Ava. 
There  were,  however,  very  preva- 
lent rumours  of  disaffection  in  the 
Deccan,  and  the  Indian  govern- 
ment thought  it  advisable  to  depose 
the  existing  Rajah  of  Sattara  in 
that  district,  and  place  his  brother 
on  the  throne.  A  body  of  troops 
was  likewise  sent  against  Kumoul 
on  the  northern  border  of  the 
Camatic.  The  Chief,  on  their  ap- 
proach, withdrew  from  the  city 
and  entrenched  himself  with  about 
500  followers  within  his  father's 
burial  ground.     The   discoveri^ 


said  to  have  been  made  by  the 
invading  force  were  of  a  startling 
character.  In  this  small  place  they 
found  carefully  secreted  500  cannon 
of  various  calibre,  fifty  field- pieces 
in  admirable  order,  100,000lbs.  of 
gunpowder,  sufficient  saltpetre  and 
sulphur  for  four  times  as  much  • 
— all  the  materials  in  fact  for  the 
equipment  of  an  army  of  20,000 
men.  The  Nabob  refused  to  quit 
the  position  he  had  taken.  A  sharp 
encounter  then  took  place,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  was  made 
prisoner,  but  the  greater  number 
of  his  Ruhillahs  were  left  dead  on 
the  spot. 

The  reader  is  already^ aware, 
that  in  consequence  cf  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  to 
discontinue  the  exercise  of  its  le- 
gislative duties,  the  chamber  was 
finally  prorogued  by  sir  Lionel 
Smith,  at  the  close  of  1838,  and  a 
bill  was  brought  into  the  imperial 
parliament  for  suspending  the  ex- 
isting constitution  of  the  island,  in 
order  to  leave  room  for  the  govern- 
ment to  introduce  in  the  interim 
certain  reforms  which  could  not, 
it  was  said,  be  safely  intrusted  to 
the  care  of  the  colonial  legislature. 
So  great,  however,  was  the  opposi- 
tion created  by  the  unconstitutional 
severity  of  the  proposed  proceed- 
ings, that  the  cabinet  were  in- 
duced to  abandon  the  bill,  and  re- 
tired from  office.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  they  resumed  their  places, 
and  a  second  project  was  eiiortly 
after  submitted  to  parliament  The 
house  of  lords  effected  considerable 
modifications  in  this  measure,  and 
it  was  eventually  determined  to 
continue  the  functions  of  the  le- 
gislative assembly,  and  leave  them 
an  opportunity  of  retracing  their 
steps,  by  making  proper  provision 
for  the  administration  of  the  colony 
under  its  altered  circumstances.  It 
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was  obvious^  however,  that  the  ex- 
isting governor,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  abstract  merits  of 
his  administration,  had  been  too 
deeply  committed  in  the  late  un- 
happy dissensions,  for  him  to  carry 
satisfactorily  into  execution  the 
conciliatory  course  of  policy  which 
the  government  had  concerted  to 
adopt.  He  thefore  quitted  Jama- 
ica on  the  1st  of  October,  1839, 
and  was  succeeded  by  sir  Charles 
Metcalfe,  who  had  been  lately  in 
the  discharge  of  important  func- 
tions in  our  East  Indian  empire. 

The  assembly  was  again  called 
together  on  the  22nd  of  October. 
Mr.  Pan  ton  was  elected  speaker, 
and  the  new  governor  then  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  house  in  a 
speech  which  was  characterised  by 
an  union  of  firmness  and  modera* 
tion.  "My  anxiety,"  observed  sir 
Charles,  ''  that  all  past  differences 
should  be  consigned  to  oblivion, 
causes  me  to  advert  to  them  with 
exceeding  reluctance,  but  I  am, 
on  the  whole,  of  opinion,  that  a 
frank  and  unreserved  reference  to 
our  actual  position  will  be  the  best 
mode  of  discharging  my  duty  to- 
wards you  on  this  occasion,  and  the 
most  likely  method  of  meeting  your 
wishes  and  expectations. 

"  I  shall  have  to  lay  before  you 
an  act  of  the  imperial  legislature  of 
our  mother  country,  which  was 
deemed  unavoidable  in  consequence 
of  resolutions  passed  by  the  house 
of  assembly  in  the  three  la£t  ses- 
sions of  the  legislature  of  this 
island.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  par- 
ticular provisions  of  that  enact- 
ment, because  I  confidently  trust 
that  there  will  be  no  necessity  for 
carrying  them  into  effect." 

Although,  continued  sir  Charles, 
the  assembly  were  not  competent 
to  make  laws  in  contravention  of 


the  general  policy  established  by 
their  sovereign  and  the  imperial 
parliament  for  the  government  of 
the  whole  empire  of  which  that 
island  formed  a  part,  he  assured 
them  that  there  existed  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  her  majesty's  imnisten 
to  interfere  with  their  domestic 
legislation,  and  proceeded  further 
to  explain  that  the  acts  of  the 
British  legislature  of  late  years  af- 
fecting Jamaica  and  other  colonies, 
had  arisen  almost  wholly  from  the 
conviction  that  the  great  measure 
of  emancipation,  opuTd  only  be  ef- 
fectually and  uniformly  accom- 
plished by  the  interpositiou  of  the 
imperial  parliament 

In  the  session  b^ore  them,  he 
continued,  there  would  be  many 
matters  to  occupy  their  attention. 
Expiring  laws  were  to  be  re- 
enacted  with  such  modifications  as 
the  change  of  circumstances  might 
demand.  Old  laws,  no  longer  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  state  of 
things,  required  to  be  rescinded  or 
revised,  and  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  new  enactments  in  accord- 
ance with  their  altered  condition* 
It  would  be  his  duty  to  bring  un. 
der  their  notice  such  measures  of 
this  nature  as  were  deemed  essen- 
tial by  her  majesty's  government 
for  the  public  good,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
satisfaction  if  the  assembly  should 
of  themselves  originate  indepen- 
dent measures  conceived  in  the 
same  benevolent  spirit. 

When  the  speaker  had  reported 
the  governor's  speech,  some  discus- 
sion arose  whether  the  preparation 
of  an  answer  should  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  or  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  island. 
On  a  division,  it  was  carried  in  fa- 
vour of  the  former  proposition^  and 
a  committee  was  accordingly  ap« 
pointed. 
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The  house  then  went  into  com- 
tnittee  on  the  state  of  the  island  in 
consequence  of  a  motion  of  which 
Mr.  Dallas  had  given  notice,  for 
the  purpose^  he  said,  of  submitting 
certain  resolutions  which  they 
were,  in  his  opinion,  bound  to  re. 
cord  to  their  ministers,  respecting 
what  had  passed  last  session^  before 
they  went  further  into  business. 
He  then  proceeded  to  move  four 
resolutions  to  the  following  effect : 
1.  That  the  several  attempts  which 
had  been  made  by  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  to  violate  the  pri- 
vileges which  the  assembly  had 
enjoyed  under  the  constitution  of 
the  colony,  conformed  in  1661,  had 
taught  the  house  that  it  was  its 
bounden  duty  to  watch  with  scru- 
pulous jealousy  every  proceeding 
of  the  British  government  in  rela- 
tion to  the  colony  of  Jamaica.  2. 
That  the  circumstances  attendant 
on  the  introduction  of  this  prisons 
act  into  parliament,  together  with 
the  conduct  pursued  by  sir  Lionel 
Smith  towards  the  house  with  re- 
gard to  it  left  them  no  grounds  for 
doubting  that  the  British  govern- 
ment had  come  to  the  pre-deiermi- 
nation  of  totally  destroying  the 
legislative  rights  of  the  colony. 
3.  That  in  coming  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  2nd  November,  1838, 
the  assembly  had  in  view  no  other 
object  than  that  of  preserving  in- 
violate its  rights  and  privileges, 
and  of  obtaining  redress  from  mi- 
nisters for  the  wanton  and  arbitrary 
attack  which  had  been  committed 
on  the  constitution  of  the  island  by 
passing  the  prisons  act.  4.  That 
the  decision  of  parliament  in  the 
recent  attempts  made  by  her  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  destroy  the  free 
constitution  of  the  colony,  afforded 
the  strongest  ground  for  reliance 
on  the  protection  of  parliament^ 
and  that  its  wisdom  and  justice 


would  be  interposed  to  resist  t^e 
policy  hitherto  pursued  by  them 
towards  Jamaica.  The  address  was 
drawn  up  and  passed  on  the  25th 
of  October. 

The  answer  of  the  colonial  le- 
gislature was  conveyed  in  very  tem- 
perate language.  After  expressing 
their  readiness  to  furnish  the  usual 
supplies,  and  acknowledging  the 
unreserved,  though  considerate 
manner  in  which  the  governor  had 
alluded  to  their  present  relations^ 
they  go  on  to  vindicate  themselves 
from  the  charge  of  having  exhi- 
bited any  wanton  opposition  to  the 
measures  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment, and  advert  in  the  following 
terms  to  the  existing  condition  of 
the  island  :— 

"  We  cannot  but  view  with  the 
most  serious  alarm  the  rapid  de- 
cline which  is  taking  place  in  sugar 
cultivation  from  a  want  of  neces. 
sary  labour.  Nor  are  our  appre- 
hensions lessened  by  a  consideration 
of  the  difficulty  of  applying  to  this 
evil  any  direct  legislative  remedy  ; 
but,  with  a  better  definition,  and 
more  correct  understanding  of  the 
rights  of  master  and  servant,  land- 
lord and  tenant,  and  a  more  simple 
and  ready  mode  of  enforcing  those 
rights  between  parties,  we  would 
indulge  in  the  hope,  that  the  cul- 
tivation of  this  great  staple,  upon 
which  the  future  prosperity  and 
welfare  of  the  labouring  population 
themselves  so  much  depend,  may 
still  be  successfully  continued. 
Other  productions  of  minor  im- 
portance maybe  introduced  into  the 
island  ;  but  the  immense  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  the  sugar 
factory  establishments  once  de- 
stroyed, would  be  with  difficulty 
replaced. 

*'  Our  best  attention  shall  be  di- 
rected to  such  alterations  in  the 
laws^  and  to  such  measures  as  the 
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changed  state  of  society  renders 
nece&sary^  and  any  documents  your 
excellency  may  be  pleased  to  send 
down  to  the  house  shall  have  our 
most  mature  consideration." 

His  excellency  replied  in  a  simi- 
lar spirit.  Several  addresses  were 
presented  from  other  quarters^  and 
according  to  subsequent  accounts, 
a  very  excellent  understanding  ex- 
isted between  sir  Charles  Metcalfe 
and  all  classes  of  the  colony,  the 
result,  it  was  believed,  in  a  great 
measure,  of  his  frank  and  concili- 
atory demeanour. 

Upper  Canada. — No  sooner 
had  internal  tranquillity  been  re- 
stored to  Upper  Canada,  and  the 
security  of  its  frontier  established 
after  the  late  outrageous  invasion 
from  the  borders  of  the  United 
States,  than  sir  George  Arthur 
proceeded  to  convene  the  provin- 
cial parliament  on  the  27th  of 
February  at  Toronto,  after  a  re- 
cess of  unusual  duration.  The 
more  prominent  topics  of  the 
speech  of  the  lieutenant-governor, 
were  naturally  those  which  re- 
lated to  the  expulsion  of  the  in- 
vaders, and  the  signal  gallantry 
displayed  by  the  militia  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  province.  "  As 
the  crisis  drew  nearer,"  said  sir 
G.  Arthur,  adverting  to  the  late' 
transactions,  ^^  strangers,  without 
ostensible  business,  and  under  va- 
rious pretences,  were  discovered 
to  be  scattered  through  the  pro~ 
vince.  It  was  ascertained,  that 
constant  intercourse  was  kept  up 
between  the  lodges  of  conspirators 
in  the  United  States  and  their 
adherents  in  Canada.  The  hopes 
of  the  disaffected  appeared  sud- 
denly to  revive.  The  intelligence 
from  various  quarters  conveyed  to 
this  government  became  more  de- 
finite, showing  the  immediate 
intention  of  the   enemy   to.  be 


the  destruction  of  the  British 
steam  boats,  and  the  simulta- 
neous surprise  of  several  posts 
within  the  Canadian  boundaries 
where  the  disloyal  might  rally 
round  the  invaders  assembled  in 
arms,  and  procure  reinforcements 
and  supplies  from  the  United 
States,  without  the  risk  of  any 
collision  with  the  American  au- 
thorities. An  insurrection  in  the 
lower  province  was  to  be  the  sig- 
nal for  hostilities  all  along  the  line. 

"  He  had  however  foreseen  the 
event  and  was  prepared  at  all 
points  for  it ;  and  however  deeply 
he  must  lament  the  personal  suf- 
ferings and  privations  which  the 
measures  so  promptly  taken  had 
imposed  upon  the  loyal  and  gal- 
lant defenders  of  the  province, 
there  was  no  little  satisfaction  in 
the  reflection  that  these  noble  sa- 
crifices had  gone  to  exhibit  in  a 
striking  light  the  moral  character 
of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
and  awakened  a  spirit  which  would 
long  survive  the  passing  events,  and 
greatly  contribute  to  the  future 
strength  and  tranquillity  of  the 
country. 

''  After  all  the  preparations  "  he 
continued,  "  that  were  so  many 
months  in  progress,  and  afVer  the 
expenditure  of  such  large  sums  of 
money  voluntarily  contributed,  as 
arc  generally  given  reluctantly 
even  for  national  objects,  the  con- 
spirators and  revolutionists  were 
so  entirely  overawed  as  to  have 
limited  their  operations  to  one  at- 
tack upon  our  frontier,  near  Pres- 
cott,  and  to  another  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sandwich.  Not  a  subject  c^ 
her  majesty  joined  them  after  their 
landing;  in  both  attempts  they 
were  signally  defeated,  and  the 
result  was  the  destruction  or  cap- 
ture of  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
banditti." 
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The  lieutenant-governor  then 
proceeded  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  assembly  to  the  improve- 
ments required  in  the  existing 
militia  laws^  and  urged  upon  their 
consideration  the  claims  of  the 
British  subjects  who  had  suffered 
serious  loss  in  the  affairs  of  Sand- 
wich and  Prescott,  and  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Thames  steamer.  They 
were  also  informed  of  her  majesty's 
gracious  intention  to  extend  the 
same  liberality  to  the  wounded 
officers  and  men  of  the  provincial 
militia  that  was  granted  to  the 
regular  forces,  a  similar  provision 
would  also  be  made  for  the  widows 
of  those  who  had  fallen  in  battle. 

The  remaining  subjects  were 
the  questions  of  general  education, 
and  the  much  contested  matter  of 
the  clergy  reserves.  With  regard 
to  the  latter^  sir  G.  Arthur  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  find  some  expedient 
which  would  satisfy  religious  per- 
sons of  all  persuasions,  or  else  re. 
invest  the  lands  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  refer  the  appropri- 
ation of  them  to  the  imperiaJ  parlia- 
ment as  a  tribunal  more  free  from 
those  local  influences  which  had  too 
powerful  an  operation  in  Upper 
Canada. 

The  address  of  the  assembly  was 
framed  in  a  corresponding  tone. 
Indeed  the  effect  of  these  aggres- 
sions of  the  borderers  of  Michigan 
and  New  York,  was  to  call  forth  in  a 
very  signal  manner  all  the  sounder 
feelings  of  the  North  American 
colonies. 

The  house  of  assembly  of  New 
Brunswick  requested  the  gover- 
nor to  transmit  to  sir  J.  Colborne 
the  sum  of  1000/.  to  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  such  of  their  loyal 
fellow  subjects  as  had  been  suf- 
ferers from  the  late  inroads  of 
brigands  from  the  Uqited  States. 


*^  I  cannot  refrain,"  says  sir  John 
Harvey^  "  from  adding,  that  this^ 
the  first  vote  of  supply  of  the  pre* 
sent  session  was  carried  not  only 
without  a  single  dissentient  voice, 
but  literally  by  acclamations,  the 
whole  house  rising  and  cheering 
upon  the  occasion." 

Animated  by  the  same  loyal 
feelings,  the  assembly  of  Nova 
Scotia  unanimously  passed  reso- 
lutions for  embodying  volunteers 
and  draft  companies  of  militia 
amounting  to  8000  men.  They 
moreover  very  generously  autho- 
rised the  expenditure  of  100,000/. 
if  it  should  be  required,  to  repel 
the  aggressions  on  the  sister  pro- 
vince. When  the  vote  was  passed, 
the  entire  assembly  arose  and  gave 
three  cheers  for  the  colony  which 
had  been  invaded,  and  three  cheers 
more  for  her  majesty  queen  Vic- 
toria. Large  subscriptions  were 
also  made,  and  forwarded  to  the 
governor-general  by  the  lieute- 
nant-governor sir  Colin  Campbell. 

A  similar  expression  of  feeling 
was  elicited  from  the  legislature 
of  the  neighbouring  island  of  Ber- 
muda. 

Besides  the  formal  resolutions 
of  the  several  legislative  assem- 
blies, the  same  sentiments  formed 
the  subject  of  numerous  addresses 
which  were  presented  through  sir 
J.  Colborne  to  her  majesty  by  va- 
rious towns  and  townships  of  the 
North  American  colonies.  De- 
monstrations so  unanimous,  per- 
mit us  to  hope  that  the  charge 
of  disaffection  which,  by  certain 
parties,  has  been  so  unscrupulously 
laid  upon  the  people  of  our  north 
western  possessions,  has  but  little 
real  applicability  to  the  greater 
portion  at  least  of  the  British  po- 
pulation in  those  dependencies. 

In  our  notice  of  the  changes 
that  were  effected  in  the  ministry 
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at  the  close  of  the  session,  we 
have  already  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  to  succeed 
sir  John  Col  borne  as  governor- 
general  of  British  North  America. 
Mr.  Thomson  anchored  at  Quebec 
on  the  17th  of  October,  accom- 
panied by  sir  Richard  Jackson, 
commander  of  the  forces.  On  his 
disembarkation  he  issued  a  pro- 
clamation. After  declaring  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  in- 
vested^ and  announcing  his  inten- 
tion of  consulting  in  every  man- 
ner for  the  happiness  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  colonies  entrusted 
to  his  charge;  the  governor-ge- 
neral observes  with  regard  to 
Lower  Canada,  that  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  constitution  in  that 
state,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  government  powers  of 
an  extraordinary  nature,  the  ne- 
cessity was  deeply  deplored^  and 
could  only  be  justified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  province.  One 
principal  object  of  his  mission 
would  be  to  determine  in  what 
manner,  and  at  what  time,  this 
state  of  things  might  roost  safely 
be  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  full 
benefit  of  British  institutions  be 
restored  to  her  Majesty's  Lower 
Canadian  subjects.  He  then  goes 
on  to  compliment  the  inhabitants 
of  Upper  Canada  for  their  loyal 
behaviour,  and  indicates  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  measures  to  re- 
medy the  financial  derangements, 
and  dev elope  the  resources  of  the 
province. 

In  the  meanwhile,  sir  John 
Colborne  was  preparing  to  take 
his  departure  from  the  provinces 
in  which  he  had  rendered  services 
so  signal  to  the  crown.  A  very 
flattering  address  was  presented  to 
him  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mon- 
treal, and  on  the  19th  of  October 
he  embarked  at  that  city  for  Eng- 


land,  where  he  was  raised  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Colborne. 

The  special  council  adopted  a 
series  of  resolutions  which  we  have 
subjoined  below,  in  favour  of  the 
union  of  the  two  provinces,  by  a 
majority  of  1 1  to  4.  The  gover- 
nor-general then  took  his  depar- 
ture for  Toronto  towards  the  end 
of  November.* 


''Resolved,  I.  That  tinder  existing^ 
circumstances,,  in  order  to  provide  ade- 
quately for  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
and  the  good  constitutional  and  eflicient 
government  of  the  provinces  of  Upper 
and  Ijovrer  Canada,  the  re-union  of  these 
provinces  under  one  Legislature,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  this  council,  has  become  of 
indispensable  and  urgent  necessity* 

**  2.  That  the  declared  determination 
of  her  majesty,  conveyed  in  her  gracious 
message  to  Parliament,  to  re-unite  the 
provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
is  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  en- 
tertained by  this  council,  and  receives 
their  humble  and  ready  acquiescence. 

"  3.  That  among  the  principal  enact- 
ments which,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
council,  ought  to  make  part  of  the 
imperial  act  for  re-uniting  the  provin- 
ces, it  is  expedient  and  desirable  that 
a  suitable  civil  list  should  be  provided 
for  securing  the  independence  of  the 
judges,  and  maintaining  the  executive 
government  in  the  exercise  of  its  neces- 
sary and  indispensable  functions. 

*M.  That  regard  being  had  to  the 
nature  of  the  public  debt  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  the  object  for  which  prin- 
cipally it  was  contracted,— namely,  the 
improvement  of  internal  communica- 
tion, alike  useful  and  beneficial  for  both 
Provinces, — it  would  be  just  and  reason- 
able, in  the  opinion  of  this  council,  that 
such  part  of  the  said  debt  as  has  been 
contracted  for  this  object,  and  not  for 
defraying  expenses  of  a  local  nature, 
should  be  chargeable  on  the  revenue  of 
both  provinces. 

'*  5.  That  the  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  the  terms  of  the  le-union  of 
the  two  provinces  may,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  council,  with  all  confidence  be 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  imperial  parliament,  under  the  full 
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assurance  that  provisions  of  the  nature 
of  those  already  mentioned,  as  well  as 
such  others  as  the  measure  of  re-union 
may  require,  will  receive  due  consider- 
ation. 

"6.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  coun- 
cil it  is  most  expedient,  with  a  view  to 
the  security  of  her  majesty's  North 
American  provinces,  and  the  speedy 
cessation  of  the  enormous  expense  now 


incurred  by  the  parent  state  for  the  de- 
fence of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  that 
the  present  temporary  legislation  of  this 
province  should,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
be  succeeded  by  a  permanent  legisla- 
ture, in  which  the  people  of  these  two 
provinces  may  be  aaequately  repre- 
sented and  their  constitutional  rights 
exercised  and  maintained." 
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head  against  the  expression  of  the 
popular  will  collected  in  an  united 
parliament. 

This  inordinate  ambition  to 
make  their  own  opinions  stand  out 
in  their  full  proportions  on  every 
trifling  occasion,  where  it  does  not 
proceed  from  more  sordid  motives, 
is  apt  to  wear,  in  the  eyes  of 
English  politicians,  the  appearance 
at  least,  of  an  integrity,  in  the 
gravity  of  the  circumstances,  so 
over  scrupulous,  that  it  is  not 
easily  distinguished  from  the  sus- 
ceptibility of  an  exorbitant  self- 
love  ;  and  thedemeanour  of  parties 
on  the  present  occasion,  leaves 
some  ground  for  the  apprehension, 
that  these  manifold  political  deno- 
minations will  continue  to  indulge 
their  unpatriotic  differences  in  a 
sufficient  degree,  to  render  the  ex- 
istence of  any  stable  and  efficient 
administration  a  matter  almost  of 


impossibility,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  presents  but  little  security,  that 
the  aggregate  of  repellent  parti- 
culars may  not  be  brought  for  the 
moment  into  mischievous  unanim- 
ity, upon  any  course  which  their 
own  ilLregulated  passions,  or  the 
clamour  of  a  most  excitable  po« 
pulace  may  force  upon  them.  But 
the  method  of  conducting  a  go- 
vernment upon  simply  argumenta* 
tive  principles,  without  the  aid 
of  habit,  prescription,  or  any  ef- 
fectual religious  sanctions^  is  a 
problem  which  the  French  people 
have  apparently  selected  for  their 
especial  solution. 

The  session  of  1 839  was  opened  on 
the  1 7th  of  December,  by  the  king 
in  person,  We  give  below,  in  a 
note,  at  full  length,  the  speech  de« 
livered  on  this  occasion  by  his  ma- 
jesty to  the  assembled  peers  and 
deputies.* 


•  "  Gentlemen  Peers  and  Deputies, 

'*  Since  your  last  session  the  prospe- 
rity of  France  has  continued  to  increase. 
The  repose  which  she  enjoyed  is  daily 
more  and  more  confirmed. 

"  It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  find  myself 
once  more  in  the  midst  of  yon,  and  to 
have  to  call  for  your  aid,  only  to  concur 
in  still  further  ameliorating  a  state  of 
things  already  so  favourable. 

**  My  relations  with  foreign  powers 
are  as  satisfactory.  France  occupies 
the  rank  that  belong^s  to  her  in  the 
esteem  of  her  allies,  and  in  that  of  the 
whole  world. 

"The  conferences  have  been  resumed 
in  London  on  the  affairs  of  Holland  and 
Belgium.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they 
will  have  a  speedy  and  pacific  issue  in 
giving  to  the  independence  of  Belgium 
and  to  the  repose  of  Europe  a  new  guar- 
antee. 

**  In  Italy  the  Austrian  troops  have 
quitted  the  Roman  states.  In  confor- 
mity with  the  convention  made  with 
the  Holy  See  our  troops  have  evacuated 
Ancona.  Thus  military  occupation  has 
ceased  in  states  in  the  Independence  of 
which  France  was  interested  in  a  high 
degree. 


*^  Spain  is  still  the  prey  of  the  same 
distractions,  and  of  the  same  evils.  We 
continue  to  execute  with  our  allies  all 
the  clauses  of  the  treaty  of  the  quadru- 
ple'alliance.  The  government  of  the 
queen  regent  has  not  ceased  to  receive 
from  us  not  only  the  usual  succour  which 
treaties  exact,  but  all  the  support  wbioh 
the  interest  of  France  permits  us  to  be- 
stow. 

"  I  hope  our  differences  with  Mexico 
and  the  Argentine  Republic  are  draw- 
ing to  a  close.  Fresh  naval  forces, 
which  lately  sailed  from  our  harbours, 
are  at  this  moment  before  Vera  Cruz 
and  will  obtain  from  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment the  justice  and  protection 
which  our  trade  so  long  claimed. 

"In  Africa,  gentlemen,  perseverance 
in  our  sacrifices  has  found  its  recom- 
pense. The  returns  which  will  be 
placed  under  your  eyes,  will  prove  to 
Tou  that  your  confidence  In  the  views 
of  my  government  has  not  been  de- 
ceived. Peace  has  not  there  been  in- 
terrupted for  near  a  year ;  our  position 
acquires  strength,  and  improves  every 
day,  In  the  provinces  of  Constantlne 
and  Algiers,  operations  directed  with 
skill  and  prudence  have  annexed  to  ouf 
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contemplation,  when  the  present 
combination  should  have  achieved 
its  immediate  purpose.  M.  Mol§ 
indeed,  and  his  colleague,  M.  de 
Montfdivet,  were  believed  to  be 
more  personally  acceptable  to  Louis 
Philippe,  than  the  chiefs  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  a  distinction  which  they 
may  be  supposed,  in  some  measure, 
to  have  owed  to  the  greater  defer- 
ence which  they  might  concede  to 
the  political  predilections  of  the 
king;  but  one  is  unwilling  to  believe 
that  a  man  so  right-minded  as  M. 
Guizot,  would  concur  for  any  per- 
sonal considerations  to  overthrow 
an  administration,  in  a  country 
where  the  presence  of  any  conti- 
nuous government  is  a  blessing 
more  to  be  hoped  for  than  expected, 
or  lend  himself  to  a  co-operation 
with  parties  who  have  little  in 
common  with  his  own  aristocratic 
principles,  when  it  requires  some 
delicacy  of  language,  to  define  the 
nuances  which  separate  his  opin- 
ions from  those  which  have  been 
exemplified  in  the  public  conduct 
of  the  comte  Mol^,  if  it  be  not 
after  all,  a  diversity  of  language 
alone.  A  provisional  union  like 
that  which  we  have  been  describ- 
ing, might,  no  doubt,  eflTect  the  dis- 
solution of  the  existing  cabinet, 
but  what  advantage  could  the 
oracle  of  the  Doctrinaires,  consist- 
ently, we  mean,  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  political  honesty,  ex- 
pect to  receive  from  the  league 
with  the  centre  gauche,  so  soon 
as  the  condition  of  their  temporary 
union  should  have  been  removed  ? 

Not  content  with  their  liberal 
salaries  and  sumptuous  hotels,  the 
leaders  of  the  French  parties  com- 
plain, that  these  advantages  do  not 
ensure  any  of  the  more  essential 
attributes  of  government.  These, 
they  sav,  have  been  appropriated 
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by  the  unconstitutional  dexterity 
of  the  king  of  the  French.     In 
point  of  fact,  however,  the  influ- 
ence attaching  to  the  permanent 
position    of    the    sovereign,    can 
scarcely  fail  to  preponderate  over 
the  selfish  and  incoherent  consti- 
tuents  of  the  transitory  cabinets 
of  France.     And,  in  the  case  in 
question,  the  ascendancy  which  is 
perhaps   too  readily  referred  to  a 
system  of  unwarrantable  manage- 
ment, will  probably  be  found    to 
be    no   more    than  the  authority 
which  a  wise  and  able  man,  who 
has  also  the  advantage  of  being 
far  more  in  earnest  than  the  men 
whom  he  must  call  to  his  councils, 
will  always  make  to  be  felt  under 
any  circumstances  which  place  him 
in  contact  with  less   experienced 
persons,  though  these  would  pro- 
bably be  the  last  to  whom  such  a 
solution  would  occur.     It  may  be 
added,  that  a  system  of  govern- 
ments so  ephemeral  as  to  derive 
their  denomination  from  the  day 
of  the  month  in  which  they  were 
called  into  existence,  can  scarcely 
permit  the  servants  of  the  crown 
to  acquire  any  of  those  more  solid 
qualifications,  which  a  longer  con- 
versance with  official  life  alone  can 
give,  nor  will  foreign  courts  be 
inclined  to  treat  with  the  same 
deference  the  representations  of  a 
minister     whose   power  is     only 
likely   to  be    commensurate  with 
the  course  of  the  current  session. 
The  strength  of  the  king  lies  in 
the  ineffectual  action  of  the  par- 
ties which  neutralize  each  other^ 
for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  any 
degree  of  personal  address  could 
enable  a  monarch  who  has  appa- 
rently failed  to  acquire  the  personal 
attachment  of  his  people,  and  com- 
mands neither  the  prestige  of  he- 
reditary tenure,  nor  the  interposed 
support  of  an  aristocracy,  to  make 
[2  A] 
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head  against  the  expression  of  the 
popular  will  collected  in  an  united 
parliament. 

This  inordinate  ambition  to 
make  their  own  opinions  stand  out 
in  their  full  proportions  on  every 
trifling  occasion,  where  it  does  not 
proceed  from  more  sordid  motives, 
is  apt  to  wear,  in  the  eyes  of 
English  politicians,  the  appearance 
at  least,  of  an  integrity,  in  the 
gravity  of  the  circumstances,  so 
over  scrupulous,  that  it  is  not 
easily  distinguished  from  the  sus- 
ceptibility of  an  exorbitant  self- 
love  ;  and  thedemeanour  of  parties 
on  the  present  occasion,  leaves 
some  ground  for  the  apprehension, 
that  these  manifold  political  deno- 
minations will  continue  to  indulge 
their  unpatriotic  differences  in  a 
sufficient  degree,  to  render  the  ex- 
istence of  any  stable  and  efficient 
administration  a  matter  almost  of 


impossibility,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  presents  but  little  security,  that 
the  aggregate  of  repellent  parti- 
culars may  not  be  brought  for  the 
moment  into  mischievous  unanim- 
ity, upon  any  course  which  their 
own  ill-regulated  passions,  or  the 
clamour  of  a  most  excitable  po» 
pulace  may  force  upon  them.  But 
the  method  of  conducting  a  go- 
vernment upon  simply  argumenta* 
tive  principles,  without  the  aid 
of  habit,  prescription,  or  any  ef- 
fectual religious  sanctions,  is  a 
problem  which  the  French  people 
have  apparently  selected  for  their 
especial  solution. 

The  session  of  1839  was  opened  on 
the  1 7th  of  December,  by  the  king 
in  person,  We  give  below,  in  a 
note,  at  full  length,  the  speech  de« 
livered  on  this  occasion  by  his  ma- 
jesty to  the  assembled  peers  and 
deputies.* 


•  **  Gentlemen  Peers  and  Deputies, 

"Since  your  last  session  the  prospe- 
rity of  France  has  continued  to  increase. 
The  repose  which  she  enjoyed  is  daily 
more  and  more  confirmed. 

'*  It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  find  myself 
once  more  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  to 
have  to  call  for  your  aid,  only  to  concur 
in  still  further  ameliorating  a  state  of 
thinp^:^  already  so  favourable. 

"  My  relations  with  foreign  powers 
are  as  satisfactory.  France  occupies 
the  rank  that  beionss  to  her  in  the 
esteem  of  her  allies,  and  in  that  of  the 
whole  world. 

"The  conferences  have  been  resumed 
in  London  on  the  affairs  of  Holland  and 
Belgium.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they 
will  have  a  speedy  and  pacific  issue  in 
giving  to  the  independence  of  Belgium 
and  to  the  repose  of  Europe  a  new  guar- 
antee. 

"  In  Italy  the  Austrian  troops  have 
quitted  the  Roman  states.  In  confor- 
mity with  the  convention  made  with 
the  Holy  See  our  troops  have  evacuated 
Ancona.  Thus  military  occupation  has 
ceased  in  states  in  the  independence  of 
which  France  was  interested  in  a  high 
degree. 


"Spain  is  still  the  prey  of  the  same 
distractions,  and  of  the  same  evils.  We 
continue  to  execute  with  our  allies  all 
the  clauses  of  the  treaty  of  the  quadru- 
ple alliance.  The  government  of  the 
queen  regent  has  not  ceased  to  receive 
from  us  not  onlv  the  usual  succour  which 
treaties  exact,  but  all  the  support  which 
the  interest  of  Fi*ance  permits  us  to  be- 
stow. 

**  I  hope  our  differences  with  Mexico 
and  the  Argentine  Republic  are  draw- 
ing to  a  close.  Fresh  naval  forcci, 
which  lately  sailed  from  our  harbours, 
are  at  this  moment  before  Vera  Cm 
and  will  obtain  from  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment the  justice  and  protection 
which  our  trade  so  long  claimed. 

"In  Africa,  gentlemen,  perseveianee 
in  our  sacrifices  has  found  its  recom* 
pense.  The  returns  which  will  be 
placed  under  your  eyes,  will  prove  to 
Tou  that  your  confidence  in  the  views 
of  my  government  has  not  been  de- 
ceived. Peace  has  not  there  been  in- 
terrupted for  near  a  yfcar ;  our  position 
acquires  strength,  and  improves  every 
day,  In  the  provinces  of  Constantine 
and  Algiers,  operations  directed  with 
skill  and  prudence  have  annexed  to  oar 
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On  the  19th  the  chamher  of  de. 
puties  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  president,  an  event  to  which 
much  interest  was  attached  in  the 
existing  state  of  parties.  The 
candidate  supported  by  the  coali« 
tion  was  M.  Passy.  More  than 
350  members  were  present,  and 
all  the  ministers  who  were  depu- 
ties, were  at  their  posts.  Count 
Mol6  continued  to  stand  during 
the  ballot  in  the  hemicycle  at  the 
foot  of  the  tribune,  and  shook 
hands  with  his  friends  as  they 
carae  in.  There  too  were  M.  M. 
Guizot,  Thiers,  Odillon  Barrot, 
Mauguin,  Passy,  Berry  er,  and 
other  chiefs  of  the  coalition,  sur- 
rounded by  their  numerous  col- 
leagues, and  the  conversation 
throughout  the  hall  were  exceed- 
ingly loud  and  animated. 

Two  ballots  were  taken,  before 


establishments  portions  of  territory  ne- 
cessary for  our  security  and  prosperity. 
The  natives  everywhere  respect  the 
authority  of  France,  and  submit  with- 
out hesitation  to  a  regular  and  equitable 
administration.  The  creation  of  an 
episcopal  see  at  Algiers  is  an  additional 
pledge  of  the  stability  of  our  posses- 
sions. 

"  Our  financial  situation  is  becoming 
daily  more  prosperous.  The  progres- 
sive and  constant  increase  of  the  public 
revenue  shows  the  happy  development 
of  natiotia!  wealthy  and  the  welfare  en- 
joyed by  all  classes  of  the  population. 
Some  branches  of  industry,  it  in  true, 
are  suffering,  and  demand  all  the  HiUfti' 
tion  of  my  government.  Measurf*  r<{- 
lative  to  the  situation  of  our  colonize, 
and  to  the  wants  of  our  nHvigation,  will 
be  submitted  to  you  at  the  oofnmauat* 
ment  of  your  labours. 

"You  will  also  have  to  examine  dif- 
ferent projects  of  law,  having  for  th^ir 
object  to  satisfy  the  wish  of  th^  rhftrt«r, 
to  improve  the  general  legiidation  of 
the  country,  and  to  introduce  am^HorA- 
tions  into  the  different  bmnchevof  pub* 
lie  administration. 

''Gentlemen,  my  heart  is  still  moved 
by  the  testimony  i   received  from  all 


any  member  could  obtain  the  re- 
quisite majority  over  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  votes  received  by  the 
remaining  candidates,  a  third  gave 
at  length  the  following  result: — 

M.  Dupin  183;  M.  Passy  178; 
Votes  lost  4. 

M.  Dupin  was  accordingly  de- 
clared president  by  a  balance  of 
five.  The  announcement  is  said 
to  have  been  received  by  the  de- 
feated party  with  shouts  of  deri- 
sion. The  organs  of  the  coalition 
hailed  the  event  as  a  virtual 
triumph. 

In  the  chamber  of  peers,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  count  Portalis 
rose  to  read  the  draught  of  the 
address  in  reply  to  the  speech  from 
the  throne.  This,  as  usual,  was  lit- 
tle more  than  a  reiteration  of  the 
words  with  which  Louis  Phillippe 
had  opened  the  chamber,  but  it  gave 


parts  of  France  on  the  occasion  of  an 
event  which  fulfilled  all  my  wishes. 
The  birth  of  the  count  of  Paris  was  the 
greatest  consolation  that  heaven  could 
send  me. 

*•  My  grandson  will  be  brought  up  as 
his  father  has  been,  in  the  respect  of 
our  institutions,  and  in  that  devotedness 
to  France  of  which  my  family  will  not 
cease  to  give  htm  the  example.  It  has 
been  my  wish  that  a  solemn  ceremony 
should  assemble  you  round  his  cradle, 
and  that  religion  should  bless  in  your 
presence  a  child  who  belongs  entirely 
to  thi^  country. 

"  Gentleman,  the  flourishing  condi- 
tion of  our  country,  on  which  I  con- 
gratulat(!d  myself  with  you,  is  due  to 
th^  amnUini  support  the  Chambers  have 
granted  me  during  the  last  ei.i«ht  years, 
i»nd  to  the  perfect  accord  subsiiFting 
Uetwfien  the  gieat  powers  of  tite  state. 
I/>t  UK  not  foiget,  that  in  that  lies  our 
•trength.  May  that  accord  become 
dally  more  complete  and  unalterable! 
May  the  action  of  our  institutions,  at 
onre  free  and  regular,  prove  to  the 
world  that  constitutional  monarchy  i« 
compatible  and  may  unite  with  the  bies- 
idngif  of  liberty  the  stability  which  con*, 
stitutes  the  power  of  states." 
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rise  to  an  interesting  discussion  up- 
on the  whole  foreign  and  domestic 
policy  of  France.  The  most  re- 
markable speech  in  the  debate, 
was  that  in  which  count  M0I6  re- 
plied to*  the  animadversions  made 
by  the  due  de  Broglie  on  the 
recent  evacuation  of  Ancona  by 
the  French  garrison  which  had  so 
loner  and  in  so  anomalous  a  man- 
ner  occupied  that  place. 

The  president  of  the  council 
began  by  recalling  the  circum- 
stances which  had  led  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  that  fortress  by  the 
French.  In  1831,  an  insurrection 
having  taken  place  in  the  marches 
and  legations,  an  Austrian  force 
entered  the  Roman  states  in  com- 
pliance with  an  application  from 
the  Papal  government.  A  protest 
was,  however,  entered  by  France 
against  this  proceeding,  and  it  was 
agreed  at  "  an  officious,  and  finally 
not  an  official  conference"  held  in 
Rome  between  the  representatives 
of  the  great  powers,  that  the  Pope 
should  introduce  certain  reforms 
into  the  financial  and  judicial  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  and  when 
these  alterations  had  been  effected, 
the  Austrian  troops  retired.  In- 
stead, however,  of  propitiating  the 
Roman  people,  these  concessions 
provoked  a  new  revolt,  and  a  corps 
composed  of  *' organized  banditti" 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
cardinal  Albano  for  its  suppression. 
This  unfortunately  had  no  other 
effect  than  to  render  the  insurrec- 
tion general,  and  the  Pope  was 
again  obliged  to  call  in  the  A  us- 
trians.  These  circumstances  sug- 
gested to  M.  Casimer  Perier  the 
expediency  of  averting  all  danger 
of  the  permanent  occupation  of 
the  Roman  states  by  Austria.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  powers  at 
that  time  in   Paris,  as  well  as  to 


the  court  of  Rome,  that  a  French 
force  should  be  put  in  possession 
of  Ancona.  After  much  hesitation 
the  proposition  was  acceded  to,  the 
Pope  observing  that  he  acquiesced 
in  the  measure  only  because  he 
was  not  able  to  resist  it.  Ancona 
was  accordingly  occupied  by  an 
expedition  of  1500  men.  A  con- 
vention was  then  concluded  by  the 
French  Ambassador  in  Rome  with 
the  Papal  government,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  number  of  the  gar- 
rison should  never  be  increased, 
and  precluded  the  French  from 
undertaking  any  military  works 
calculated  for  the  defence  or  reten- 
tion of  the  fortress,  and  it  was 
further  enacted,  that  so  soon  as  by 
the  irritation  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernment the  Austrian  troops 
should  be  withdrawn  from  the 
papal  territory,  the  French  garri- 
son should  also  retire  from  Ancona 
bv  sea. 

Count  M0I6  proceeded  to  reca* 
pitulate  several  minor  clauses  of 
the  convention,  and  selected  vari« 
ous  passages  from  despatches  sub- 
sequently written  by  marshal 
Soult  and  the  due  de  Bn^lie  to 
show  that  during  their  respective 
tenures  of  office,  the  evacuation  of 
Ancona  on  conditions  precisely  the 
same  with  those  upon  which  it 
had  been  lately  effected  was  in 
contemplation.  The  expedition  had 
not  been  undertaken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revolutionizing  Italy,  but 
to  prevent  the  second  occupation  of 
the  Austrians  fmm  becoming  per* 
petual ;  the  city  had  never  ceased 
to  be  the  property  of  the  holy  see, 
nor  had  the  French  ever  substi- 
tuted their  own  for  the  papal  flag, 
and  all  the  grounds  for  interfer- 
ence having  been  at  length  removed 
nothing  remained  for  France  but 
to  recall  her  forces  from  the  ci- 
tadel. 
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The  able  speech  of  the  president  committee  were  apparently  unwil- 

of  the  council  is  said  to  have  pro  -  ling  to  conclude  their  labours  ia 

duced  a  great  effect,  and  was  con-  the  absence  of  explanations, 

sidered   to  have  been  not  only  a  These  gentlemen^  however,  vi- 

triumphant  reply  to  the  attack  of  sited  the  committee,  on  the   30th 

the  due  de  Broglie,  but  also,  to  use  inst.,  and  M.  Etienne  was  after- 

the  expression  of  the  journals,  to  wards  appointed,  by  a  majority  of 

have  "  enfoncee  la  doctrine  J*  The  seven,  to  report  on  the  address  of 

latter  gentleman    offered    a  few  the  chamber  of  deputies, 

words  in  reply,  and  was  succeeded  If  we  are  to  place  any  reliance 

by  M.  Villemain,  who  complained  upon  contemporary  accounts,    the 

that  the  cabinet  had  terminated  all  French   capital  exhibited  at    this 

the  important  affairs  of  the  coun-  juncture  an  activity  of   intrigue, 

try — Hayti,  Algiers,  Ancona  and  which  offers  a  singular  contrast  to 

Belgium,  by  the  simple  method  of  the    more    regulated    motions    of 

abandoning  them.  party  warfare  in  our  own  country. 

In  the  result  the  whole  address  We  are  tempted  to  transfer  from 

was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  102  the  columns  of  a  Parisian  journal 

to  14.*  a    passage    conveying    assertions. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  chamber  which,  however  inaccurate,  are 
of  deputies  had  elected  the  com-  not  the  less  a  curious  character- 
mittee  consisting  of  ten  persons  for  istic  of  the  state  of  political  relations 
drawing  up  the  address.  The  par-  which  can  give  any  colour  for  the 
tizans  of  the  coalition  preponder-  constant  and  reciprocal  employ- 
ated  in  this  body,  which  included  ment  of  similar  inculpations, 
among  its  members,  M.M.  Guizot,  *'  Several  journals,"  observes 
Passy,  Thiers,  and  Duvergier  de  this  newspaper,  '•  are  speaking  of 
Hauranne.  The  president  was  the  seductions  to  which  members  of 
M.  Dupin.  Some  time  elapsed  the  centre  gauche  and  centre  droits 
before  the  draught  was  completed,  who  have  voted  with  the  opposi- 
for  the  president  of  the  council,  tion,  are  exposed  to,  on  the  part  of 
and  the  minister  of  the  interior,  the  ministry.  Places  have  been 
whose  presence  had  been  requested,  offered,  but  it  is  not  said  whether 
were  all  the  week  under  the  ne-  they  have  been  accepted.  We  are 
cessity  of  defending  their  conduct  disposed  to  believe,  that  these  at- 
in  the  chamber  of  peers,  and  the  tempts  are  con  lined  for  the  mo- 
— ment   to   personal  applications  of 

,  T     *i                  f   *i      J.        •  the  kind,  which  bad  governments 

•  In   the  course  of    the   discussion  •      .i^      .„i.  ^       r 

some  severe  strictures    were  made  by  ^^®  ^"   *^®   custom    of  practismg. 

M.M.  Cousin  a. (1  Villemain  on  there-  Thus  the  ministers  who  used    to 

cent  conduct  of  a  prelate  of  the  Roman  receive  once  a  week,  now,   count* 

Catholic  church,  the  bishop  of  Clermont,  incr,  no  doubt,  on  the  influence  of 

m  refusing  to  allo»v  count  Montlosier  „Z^a     AX^-r^^^^^      lr««.,     «.,«       *.  ui 

to  be  interred  according  to  the  rites  of  8°°^    ?'""^'?;    ^^?P    °P^^    *?^^! 

the  church.    The  ministers  did  not  de-  ^^^^X  ^^>'-     L)eputies  get  invited 

fend  the  bishop's  proceeding,  and  short*  to  the    chateau,  where  they    are 

Jy  after,  a  paragraph  appeared  in  the  exposed  to  the  most  pressing  atten* 

Moniteur  stating  that  the  council  of  tions.     All  this  is  not  very  digni- 

state  regarded  It  as  an* 'abuse  of  power,*'  /!ji.i.«i.'         *.                   j«^» 

8  declamtion  which  seems  to  have  given  ^^^>  ^"'  '^  is  customary,  and  it  is 

much  dissatisfaction  to  the    religious  not  worth  while  to  complain   of 

party*  it."     Such  a  paragraph  could  only 


358]       ANNUAL    REG  IS  TER,  1839. 


find  its  parallel  in  the  terms  in 
which  a  candidate  is  accustomed 
to  convey  his  reprobation  of  the 
manoeuvres  of  a  competitor  in  a 
contested  election. 

The  draught  of  the  address  was 
read  on  the  4th  of  Januarv  in  the 

0 

SaUe  des  Conferences,  by  M. 
Etienne,  the  reporter,  and  carried, 
without  any  amendment,  by  a 
majority  of  six  to  three.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  voting  of  the  para- 
graphs, M.  Dupin,  who  as  presi- 
dent, had  not  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  take  any  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions, took  occasion  to  pronounce 
his  defection  from  the  government, 
in  a  declaration  to  the  following 
effect  :  — 

''  1  am  unwilling,"  said  the  hon. 
member,*'  to  have  it  supposed  that  1 
am  endeavouring  to  envelope  my- 
self in  a  crafty  inviolability,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  put  upon  paper 
my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
dress, which  I  will  now  read  to 
you.  I  have  always  been  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  actual  administration 
was  insufficient,  and  at  one  time, 
I  did  all  in  my  power  to  obtain  a 
modification  of  it,  which  I  consi- 
dered to  be  necessary ;  but  what 
was  once  practicable,  is  no  longer 
so  at  the  present  moment,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  the  cabinet  is  hence- 
forth impossible — impossible,  be- 
cause it  does  not  sufficiently  cover 
the  throne  with  its  responsibility; 
because  it  is  not  equal  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  situation  of  affairs  ; 
and  because  it  is  not  capable  of 
forming  a  majority  in  a  chamber 
divided  into  two  equal  por- 
tions." 

On  the  following  day,  the  ad- 
dress was  read  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  and  the  reader  will  col- 
lect from  the  passages  which  we 
have  annexed  in  a  note,  that  the 
draught  was  sufficiently  indicative 


of  the  sentiments  of  the  opposi- 
tion.* 


•  Sire^The  Chamber  of  Deputies 
congratulates  ittelf  with  your  majesty  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  oountry  —  that 
prosperity  must  develope  itself  more 
and  more  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  peace 
which  we  liave  maintained,  and  of  which 
a  prudent  and  firm  policy  can  alone  in- 
sure the  duration.  Under  a  government 
jealous  of  our  dignity,  and  acting  as  a 
faithful  guardian  of  our  alliances,  France 
shall  always  hold  in  the  world  and  in  the 
estimation  of  nations,  the  rank  which 
belongs  to  her,  and  from  which  she  does 
not  mean  to  descend. 

**  Your  majesty  hopes,  that  the  con- 
ferences resumed  in  Loudon,  will  give 
new  pledges  to  the  repose  of  Europe, 
and  to  tne  independence  of  Belgium. 
We  make  sincere  vows  for  a  people  to 
whom  we  are  allied  by  the  conformity  of 
principl<»8  and  interests.  The  Chamber 
will  await  the  issue  of  the  negotiations. 

"  You  announce  to  us.  Sire,  that  in 
virtue  of  engagements  taken  with  the 
Holy  See,  our  troops  have  quitted  An<^ 
cona.  We  have  given  signal  testimonies 
of  our  respect  for  treaties,  but  we  regret 
that  this  evacuation  did  not  occur  under 
more  auspicious  circumstances,  and  with 
the  securities  that  a  wise  and  provident 
policy  should  have  stipulated. 

"  A  dissent  manifested  itself  between 
your  government  and  Switzerland.  We 
wish  it  may  not  have  altered  the  rela- 
tions of  old  friendship  which  united  the 
two  countries,  and  which  had  been  drawn 
still  closer  by  the  political  events  of 
1830. 

"  It  is  with  profound  grief  we  behold 
Spain  wasting  herself  in  the  horrors  of 
civil  war.  We  hope  ardently  that  the 
government  of  your  majesty,  in  continu- 
ing to  afford  the  cause  of  queen  Isabel 
IT.  the  support  becoming  the  interests 
of  France,  will  employ,  )n  concert  with 
its  allies,  all  its  influenoe  to  put  an  end 
to  such  deplorable  excesses. 

**  The  chamber,  deeply  affected  by 
the  misfortunes  of  Poland,  repeats  its 
constant  wishes  on  behalf  of  a  people 
whose  ancient  nationality  is  placed  un- 
der the  protection  (^treaties.    • 

<*  Outrages  and  spoliations  suffered 
by  ourcountrymen  in  Mexico^  demanded 
a  signal  satisfaction.  Your  governmeat 
was  obliged  to  require  it,    The  chamber 
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The  cabinet^  however^  derived 
some  encouragement  from  the  news 
which  arrived  at  this  juncture  so 
opportunely  to  them,  that  the  cele- 
brated fortress  of  St.  Jean  d'UlIoa, 
which  commands  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  of  Vera  Cruz,  had  ca- 
pitulated on  the  27th  of  November 
to  the  squadron  under  the  direction 
of  admiral  Baudin. 

The  debate  on  the  address  was 
opened  on  the  7th  in  the  lower 
chamber  by  M.  Liaderes,  who  cha- 
racterised the  document  as  '^  re- 
spectfully violent,  and  academically 
revolutionary." 

M.  Guizot,  who  rose  after  him, 


trusts  that  it  will  have  adopted,  in  or- 
der to  obtaia  it,  prompt  and  decisive 
measures. 

**  We  congratulate  ourselves  with 
your  majesty  on  the  satisfactory  Btate  of 
our  African  possessions.  We  iirrnly 
hope,  that  their  situation  will  daily  im- 
prove, thanks  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army,  to  the  regularity  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  to  the  beneficial  action  of 
an  enlightened  religion. 

**  Your  majesty  had  announced  to  us, 
in  one  of  the  former  sessions,  that  pro- 
positions relative  to  the  reimbursements 
of  the  public  debt  should  be  presented 
to  us  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  finances 
would  permit ;  the  situation,  every  day 
more  favourable,  of  the  public  revenues, 
gives  us  a  right  to  hope,  that  your  Go- 
vernment will  ere  long  concur  in  this 
important  measure. 

"The  wants  of  our  colonies  and  navi- 
gation shall  be  the  object  of  all  our  soli- 
citude. We  will  sedulously  endeavour 
to  reconcile  them  with  the  interests  of 
our  agriculture,  of  which  the  develop- 
ment is  of  so  high  an  importance  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

**  The  chamber  will  examine  with  the 
same  care  the  bills  destined  to  realize 
the  promises  of  the  charter,  and  to  in- 
troduce new  improvements  into  the 
general  legislation  as  well  as  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  public  administra- 
tion ;  we  also  wish,  that  the  project  of 
law  relative  to  the  organization  of  the 
general  staff  of  the  army  be  submitted  to 
our  deliberations,'^ 


would  not  admit  that  he  had  made 
any  sacrifice  of  principle  in  form- 
ing the  coalition  for  the  mere  sake 
of  combatting  a  bad  administration. 
There  was  nothing  new  in  this  po- 
sition. Under  the  Restoration  he 
had  been  placed  with  his  friends 
in  a  similar  situation  ;  if  they  then 
made  common  cause  with  the  op- 
position it  was  to  obtain  the  reality 
of  a  constitutional  government, 
and  they  had  succeeded,  in  main- 
taining, at  the  price  of  a  revolu- 
tion, the  rights  and  the  dignity  of 
their  country. 

The  ministry  he  went  on  to  in- 
sist were  acting  without  a  system, 
under  no  common  banner,  and,  en*^ 
gaged  in  continual  fluctuations, 
had  cast  every  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment— nay  even  the  chamber 
itself,  into  ultimate  anarchy.  Af- 
ter supporting  the  cabinet  through 
one  of  the  most  diflicult  phases  the 
revolution  of  July  had  to  traverse, 
what  requital,  said  M.  Guizot,  had 
they  made  to  himself  and  to  his 
friends.?  The  chamber  was  dis- 
solved, and  in  the  electoral  col- 
leges, instead  of  countenance,  the 
candidates  of  his  party  had  been 
met  with  every  sort  of  ministerial 
opposition,  and  thwarted  by  the 
most  ignoble  practices,  although 
they  entertained  no  other  purpose 
than  to  defend  legal  order,  without 
any  the  slightest  admixture  of 
personal  ambition. 

The  charges  brought  with  so 
great  animosity  against  the  admi- 
nistration were  repelled  by  count 
Mol6.  It  was  necessary,  said  the 
noble  peer,  to  take  into  view  the 
situation  of  affairs  at  the  moment 
that  he  undertook  the  direction 
of  them.  At  that  period  consi- 
derable uneasiness  pervaded  the 
public  mind,  and  apprehensions 
were  entertained  for  the  safety  of 
the  monarch.    No  sooner  was  the 
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amnesty  published  than  the  minis - 
ters  were  accused  of  making  con- 
cessions to  the  disafifected,  a  pro- 
ceeding upon  which  it  was  con- 
tended the  greatest  public  evils 
would  ensue.  This  prediction,  it 
was  almost  superfluous  to  observe, 
had  not  been  verified.  What,  how- 
ever, was  most  afflicting  in  the 
present  inculpations  was,  that  one, 
who  like  M.  Guizot,  had  rendered 
services  so  eminent  to  his  country, 
should  permit  himself  to  be  made 
the  instrument  of  their  production. 
Deeply  was  it  to  be  lamented  that 
80  eminent  a  person,  abandoning 
hb  ancient  principles  should  stretch 
forth  the  hand  to  his  eternal  ene- 
mies. If  the  worst  species  of  de- 
pravation was,  as  Cicero  said,  the 
corruption  of  the  mind,  what  was 
the  country  now  to  do,  when  she 
beheld  the  most  illustrioas  persons 
—men  who  had  been  chiefs,  de- 
sert to  the  party  most  inimical  to 
her  welfare,  and  ranging  them- 
selves under  that  standard,  receive 
and  caress  opinions  which  they  had 
spent  their  lives  in  combating? 
M.  Mole  then  ventured  upon  the 
assertion  that  France  had  enjoyed 
beneath  his  government  more  hap- 
piness than  during  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  eight  years  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  revolution — 
( The  Opposition  broke  in  upon  the 
speaker  with  shouts  of  laughter,) 

The  reply  of  the  president  of 
the  council  was  the  occasion  of  a 
very  elaborate  speech  from  M. 
Thierf.  The  chamber,  said  he, 
would  remember  that  he  had  re- 
mained silent  during  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  preceding  session.  On 
the  Spanish  question  alone  his 
lips  were  opened,  and  even  then, 
for  no  other  reason  than  because  his 
honour  was  more  or  less  involved  in 
the  discussion.  But,  continued 
M*  ThierS|  to  maintain  that  si- 


lence at  the  present  crisis  would 
be  to  betray  his  deep  convictioD, 
and  fail  in  the  performance  of  a 
most  sacred  duty.  It  was  very 
well,  said  the  hon.  deputy,  to 
allude  to  the  present  tranquillity 
of  the  country,  and  to  deduce  from 
it  complacent  considerations,  but 
the  men  against  whom  that  obser- 
vation was  directed,  had  held  office 
in  very  different  times,  and  had  ne- 
ver shrunk  at  the  aspect  of  them. 
At  the  period  of  which  he  then 
was  speaking,  there  was  real  peril 
to  be  apprehended,  the  cannon 
roared  in  the  streets;  but  the  mi- 
nisters of  those  days  did  not  on 
that  account  repose  on  the  pillow 
of  an  alleged  conciliatory  policy, 
nor  were  all  those  who  were  now 
so  eager  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
order,  to  be  found  at  that  moment 
among  its  defenders.  The  charge 
of  intrigue  and  ambition,  which 
had  been  brought  against  himself 
and  his  adherents,  he  repelled  with 
indignation.  He  too  could  tell  of 
ambition  of  another  order  than  that 
with  which  they  stood  accused— a 
griping  base  ambition  which  was 
always  tormenting  the  government, 
and  by  the  incessant  pertinacity  of 
its  solicitations  never  left  it  one 
moment  of  leisure  or  independence 
to  conduct  with  advantage  the 
affairs  of  the  country.  The  men 
imbued  with  that  species  of  ambi- 
tion he  knew  well;  official  life 
gave  him  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  such  persons,  and  the  desire 
of  participating  in  the  adminis.. 
tration  of  the  country,  with  which 
in  common  with  his  associates  he 
was  taunted,  might  well  bear  a 
comparison  with  the  aspirations  of 
men  like  these.  M.  Thiers  went 
on  to  declare  his  opinion  of  the 
general  system  of  the  present  mi- 
nistry. '^My  conviction,"  said 
M.  Thiers  '*  was,  that  the  system 
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whicli  consists  in  adjourning  every 
question  of  difficulty,  in  receding 
when  impediments  offer,  or  post- 
poning the  attempt  to  subdue  them 
till  another  day,  and  closing  the 
eyes  upon  the  gravity  of  our  situa- 
tion instead  of  fearlessly  looking 
the  danger  in  the  face  in  order  to 
meet  and  overcome  it,  such  a  po- 
licy could  not  fail,  and  at  no  re- 
mote period,  to  accumulate  around 
the  country,  not  merely  faults  and 
errors,  but  even  real  dangers.  I 
was  convinced,"  said  the  hon. 
member,  **  that  a  government  with- 
out frankness,  without  a  decided 
system,  without  a  choice  between 
the  parties  that  always  divide  this 
chamber,  could  not  long  continue 
to  maintain  itself  by  mere  manage- 
ment, nor  was  it  less  apparent 
that  a  foreign  policy  which  con- 
sisted at  one  time  of  abandoning 
Spain,  at  another  of  neglecting 
England,  and  when  England  pro- 
posed to  embark  in  a  common  un- 
dertaking, which  might  have  ce- 
mented the  union  of  the  countries, 
replied  to  our  ally  that  she  was  too 
active,  too  hasty,  desirous  of  un- 
dertaking too  much  at  once — such 
a  policy  I  knew  well  could  not  fail 
to  cool  down  that  friendship.  I 
could  not  but  apprehend  that  the 
questions  which  were  lying  dor- 
mant by  our  side,  sooner  or  later 
would  start  up  before  us,  and  com- 
pel us  to  approach  them  with 
fewer  alliances  with  less  support 
in  Europe.  Placed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  so  great  embarrassments, 
I  was  aware  that  with  the  reputa- 
tion we  had  acquired,  timidity  could 
only  enfeeble  or  expose  us  to  mis- 
fortunes, I  felt  that  those  who  had 
allowed  themselves  to  go  the  length 
of  proposing  laws  of  '  disjunction* 
and  *  non-revelation,*  in  their  fo- 
reign policy  also  could  not  fail  to 
founder,  and  among  their  many 


concessions,  would  make  some 
fraught  with  serious  disadvantage 
to  the  empire;  and  the  case,  in 
fact,  of  Ancona  has  only  proved  too 
well  the  truth  of  these  anticipa- 
tions." No  system,  continued  M. 
Thiers,  '*  founded  upon  flattery, 
upon  cajolery,  upon  management, 
upon  leaning  alternately  to  the 
right  hand  and  to  the  left,  and  de- 
nouncing one  party  to  the  other, 
can  hope  to  prosper  long,  it  must 
eventually  concentrate  every  hand 
against  it.  These  difficulties,  he 
proceeded,  I  foresaw,  and  now  they 
have  actually  presented  themselves. 
Already  have  you  abandoned  Spain, 
and  Italy,  still  perhaps  the  addi- 
tional misfortune  awaits  you  of  de- 
serting Belgium ;  and  yet,  after  all 
these  sacrifices,  you  are  obliged  to 
tell  the  chamber  that  the  question 
of  peace  or  war  will  be  decided  by 
the  vote  on  the  address.  Language 
like  this  has  not  been  heard  for 
years  within  these  walls,  and  I  for 
one  rejoice  that  I  do  not  belong  to 
a  cabinet  which  is  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  threatening  the  country 
with  war,  or  soothing  it  with  pa- 
cific expectations,  according  to  the 
nature  of  a  vote  to  be  given  on  a 
parliamentary  question." 

On  the  following  day,  M.  Mar- 
tin du  Nord  denounced  the  coali- 
tion as  "  something  absolutely 
frightful.''  When  it  was  remem- 
bered that  the  parties  composing 
it  had  been  accustomed  to  act 
against  each  other  with  the  most 
envenomed  hostility.  "Does  the 
chamber  recollect"  enquired  the 
minister  of  commerce,  "  what 
passed  in  a  former  session?  M. 
Guizot  said  to  one  of  the  most 
influential  m3mbers  of  the  c<^^ 
gauche,  *  I  have  known  you  (M, 
Odillon  Barrot),  these  forty  years, 
you  are  the  old  revolution  personi- 
fied with  all  its  errors ;'  '  atid  1/ 
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replied  the  other,  '  have  known 
you  these  twenty  years,  you  are 
the  hypocritical  counter-revolution 
of  the  restoration.'  A  third  party 
denounced  with  his  eloquent  voice, 
^  the  cynicism  of  apostacies.'  '* 

Upon  this  M.  Gamier  Pages 
rose,  and  said  to  M.  Martin,  ^*  I 
used  that  expression  certainly,  but 
it  was  to  you  that  I  applied  it.'* 
Without,  however,  noticing  the 
last  interruption,  the  minister 
of  commerce  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  those  three  men  now  formed 
part  of  the  coalition,  and  he  trusted 
it  would  be  discomfited. 

M.  Duvergier  de  Hauranne 
maintained  the  opposite  argument 
in  an  animated  speech.  He  was 
interrupted  several  times  by  the 
ministerial  deputies,  and  at  length 
by  count  Mole  himself,  who  desig- 
nated the  discourse  as  uu  mauvais 
pamphlet.  Cries  of  "  Chair,"  en- 
sued, and  M.  Dupiu  was  obliged' 
to  call  the  president  of  the  council 
to  order. 

A  very  able  oration  was  delivered 
by  M.  Odillon  Barrot,  who  endea- 
voured to  recall  the  discussion  from 
the  personal  course  into  which  it 
had  been  directed.  Finding  that 
ministers  remained  silent,  after  M. 
Barrot  had  concluded,  the  opposi- 
tion declined  proceeding  further 
with  their  invectives  upon  the 
system  of  the  government,  and  the 
general  discussion  was  therefore, 
closed. 

On  the  following  afternoon,  be- 
gan the  debate  on  the  several 
clauses  of  the  address.  M.  Arail- 
hau,  who  was  loudly  called  for  by 
the  deputies  of  the  centre,  moved 
as  an  amendment  to  the  first 
two  clauses,  a  passage  which  we 
give  in  a  note.*     Before  he  could 

•  "  Sire — The  chamber  of  deputies 
congratulates  itself  with   you  on  the 


enter  into  the  development  of  his 
motion,  the  hon.  member  was 
obliged  by  repeated  cries  of  ques- 
tion to  leave  the  tribune.  His 
place  was  immediately  occupied  by 
M.  Berville,  who  was,  however,  in 
his  turn  obliged  to  retire.  Another 
attempt  was  made  by  the  former 
gentleman,  but  it  was  quite  in 
vain,  and  only  after  much  perse- 
verance, that  M.  Dubois  could  de« 
liver  a  few  words  of  expostulation. 
M.  Amilhau,  in  the  mean  time, 
continuing  to  demand  a  hearing  in 
dumb  show,  amid  the  deafening 
uproar,  while  the  president  made 
the  most  ineffectual  attempt  to 
preserve  order. 

M.  Amilhau  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  saying,  that  his  amend- 
ment referred  not  only  to  the 
cabinet  of  the  15th  of  April,  but 
to  every  one  of  the  administrations 
which  had  succeeded  each  other  for 
the  last  eight  years.  This  was 
followed  by  laughter,  and  cries  of 
'•  Every  one  comes  in  for  his  share," 
**  your  amendment  is  useless,"  we 
have  only  to  do  with  the  cabinet 
of  the  15th  of  April,"  *'  we  know 
all  that.'*  The  universal  din  was, 
however,  too  much  for  the  hon. 
member,  he  made  way  for  M.  Sau- 
zet,  who  maintained  that  the  spirit 
of  the  address  was  a  respectful  and 
confident  appeal  to  the  sovereign 
on  the  subject  of  ministerial  respon- 
sibility— {Enough,  enough.)     Yes, 


prosperity  of  the  country.  That  pros- 
peiityhas  necessarily  increased  with  the 
peace  which  Prance  owes  to  your  majes- 
ty's government,  and  to  the  regular  co- 
operation of  all  the  powers  of  the  state. 
'*  Under  this  government,  jealous  of 
our  dignity,  and  the  faithful  guardian  of 
our  alliances,  France  still  holds  in  the 
world,  and  in  the  esteem  of  nations,  the 
rank  which  belongs  to  her^  and  which 
she  cannot  forfeit." 
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he  exclaimed,  a  confident  appeal^ 
for  on  the  day  after  the  revolution 
the  monarch  had  said  *'  The  char, 
ter  shall  henceforth  be  a  reality." 
(Pi^longued  laughter  from  the 
centre.) 

M.  Thiers.—"  It  seems  certain 
that  hon.  deputies  have  no  longer 
faith  in  the  charter !" 

M.  Sauaet  proceeded,  *'  The  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  is  to  compel 
the  chamber  to  declare  that  it  ap- 
proves of  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
sent government  in  every  point, 
that  it  finds  the  working  of  the 
representative  government  regular, 
and  that  it  continues  its  support  to 
the  present  administration."  From 
the  centre — "  To  be  sure  !*'  "  we 
have  heard  enough.'*  From  the 
left — "  we  understand  you." 

M.  Sauzet, — '*  Then  you  admit 
that  the  amendment  has  been 
framed  with  a  view  to  confiscate 
the  entire  address  to  the  advantage 
of  ministers  ?"  Replies  both  in  the 
affirmative  and  negative  were 
made  by  the  centre.  *^This  is 
tantamount,"  cried  M.  Sauzet,  *'  to 
voting  the  previous  question  on 
the  entire  address."  *'  Yes,  yes, 
enough."  "Yes,"  continued  the 
hon.  deputy,  **This  amendment 
is  an  implicit  approbation  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  of  the 
cabinet.  There  will,  no  doubt,  be 
a  material  vote  on  the  other  para- 
graphs, but  the  chamber  will  have 
entered  into  a  moral  engagement 
with  itself — {Question).  For  the 
discussion  to  be  serious  it  must  be 
complete — (  Cries  of  question  from 
the  centre,)  The  foreign  policy  of 
the  cabinet  has  yet  to  be  discussed 
^-{Renewed  clamour  from  the 
centre,)  It  is  dangerous  to  arrive 
at  the  consequence  without  dis- 
cussing the  principles."  The  voice 
of  the  hon.  member  was  here  ef- 
fectually drowned.    Loud  cries  of 


question  were  uttered  by  the  cen- 
tre, and  of  ballot  by  the  left.  The 
president  observed,  ''Twenty  mem- 
bers have  called  for  a  ballot,  I  shall 
proceed  to  have  the  names  called 
over.  The  chamber  demanded  that 
the  two  paragraphs  of  the  amend- 
ment should  be  put  separately. 
The  first  clause  was  then  read. 
M.  Guizot  rose  to  say^  that  the 
committee  on  the  address  rejected 
the  amendment  as  expressing  a 
fallacy — {Enough,  enough,  from 
the  centre,)  M.  Guizot.  stood  with 
folded  arms  awaiting  silence.— 
"  Enough,  enough,"  cried  the 
clamourous  centre."  "  Go  on,  go 
on,"  shouted  the  left.  "The 
amendment/'  said  he^  "  expresses 
adhesion  to  the  policy  of  the  cabir 
net.  The  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  very  different,  the 
committee  rejects  the  amendment." 

The  ballot  then  took  place  upon 
the  first  paragraph,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result.  For  the  amend- 
ment 216;  against  it  209:  major- 
ity for  the  ministers  7«  The 
sitting  was  then  adjourned  amid 
great  tumult. 

M.  Amilhau^  on  the  following 
day  observed,  that  as  the  latter 
portion  of  his  amendment  involved 
important  questions  of  external 
policy,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
several  articles  relative  to  foreign 
affairs  should  be  first  debated  be- 
fore the  concluding  section  was 
put  to  the  vote.  This  proposal 
was  acquiesced  in,  and  the  next 
article  which  related  to  Belgium 
was  then  read. 

'*  The  chamber  awaits  the  issue 
of  the  negotiations"  were,  it  will 
be  remembered^  the  concluding 
words  of  the  paragraph.  Into 
these  M.  Lasnier,  the  first  speaker, 
moved  that  the  words  "  with  con- 
fidence" should  be  inserted.  Se- 
veral deputies  succeeded,  but  their 


364]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1839. 


voices  were  drowned  in  tlie  noise 
of  private  conversations  till  M. 
Mauguin  ascended  the  tribune. 

"  Have  we/'  exclaimed  the  hon. 
member  j  "  been  weighed  down  by 
the  disaster  of  Waterloo  so  com- 
pletely that  we  can  no  longer 
raise  our  heads  ?  Oh  no !  The 
absolutist  powers  know  well  what 
we  are  able  to  achieve.  Take 
courage,  M.  Mole,  for  you  have 
nothing  to  apprehend/'  the  apos- 
trophe excited  some  laughter,)  '*  it 
18  by  abandoning  Belgium  that 
you  will  light  up  the  conflagration 
that  you  so  much  stand  in  fear  of. 
You  can  know  little  of  the  French 
people,  if  you  imagine  that]  the 
population  will  not  rise  en  masse, 
and  fly  with  our  indignant  regi- 
ments to  the  aid  of  our  Belgian 
brethren. 

The  warlike  tirade  of  M.  Mau- 
guin is  represented  as  having  pro- 
duced a  considerable  effect  upon 
the  chamber^  and  a  short  interval 
of  silence  ensued. 

The  president  of  the  council 
then  entered  the  tribune.  He  ob- 
served, that  in  order  to  appreciate 
the  Belgian  treaty  it  was  necessary 
to  remember  that  the  revolution 
in  which  il  originated,  had  di- 
rectly violated  the  treaty  of  Vienna, 
and  converted  into  a  power  friend- 
ly to  France  the  kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands,  which  had  been  form- 
ed in  order  to  weigh  upon  its 
frontier.  Much,  therefore,  was  in 
fact  effected,  when  the  recognition 
of  the  statu  quo  was  obtained  from 
the  powei's  that  signed  the  treaty 
of  Vienna,  for  it  was  necessary  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with 
Europe,  under  pain  of  entering 
completely  into  the  system  of  M. 
Mauguin,  and  attempting  to  spread 
French  influence  throughout  Eu- 
rope at  the  point  of  the  sword. 
Count  Mole  concluded  his  speech 


by  expressing  a  desire  for  expla*^ 
nations  from  the  committee  with 
regard  to  their  amendment. 

This  application  brought  for- 
ward M.  Thiers,  who  maintained 
that  the  great  fault,  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  existing  ministry,  was  its  ex- 
cessive love  for  peace,  and  for  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  country ; 
and  by  this  it  was  rendered  less 
imposing  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 
In  consequence  of  this  hesitation, 
the  cabinet  had  been  obliged  to 
adopt  a  language  calculated  to  sa- 
tisfy neither  Belgium  nor  her  ad- 
versaries. This  was  the  secret  of 
the  vagueness  of  the  paragraph 
adopted  by  the  committee^  which 
for  that  reason  rejected  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

The  president  of  the  council  re- 
plied, that  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that,  because  they  had  ad- 
hered to  the  treaty,  ministers 
had  abandoned  Belgium?  They 
had  defended  her  interests,  but 
they  could  not  effect  impossibilities. 
The  treaty  of  the  twenty-four 
articles  had  always  been  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Belgian  question, 
and  it  was  in  the  name  of  that 
treaty  that  marshal  Gerard  had 
summoned  general  Chass^  to  eva- 
cuate the  citadel  of  Antwerp. 
This  basis,  on  which  all  the 
negotiations  had  turned,  had  been 
established  not  so  much  by  the 
conference  as  by  the  necessity  of 
the  case.  When  the  cabinet,  said 
M.  Mole,  should  be  at  liberty  to 
lay  before  the  chambers  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  negotia^ 
tions,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
government  had  thought  in  the 
flrst  place  of  France  and  of  the 
peace  of  Europe,  but  they  had 
never  neglected  the  welfare  of 
Belgium,  which  was  so  closely 
connected  with  the  general  Euro- 
pean question.    No  one  arose  to 
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answer  the  president  of  the  council. 
A  ballot  was  then  demanded^  and 
the  result  of  that  operation  was  a 
majority  of  four  in  favour  of 
M.  Lasnier's  amendment. 

The  president  proposed,  on  the 
12th  of  January^  the  paragraph 
relating  to  the  evacuation  of  An- 
cona«  The  three  members  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  of  the 
address^  MM .  de  Jussien,  la  Pin- 
sonniere^  and  Debelleyme,  pro- 
posed to  replace  this  section  by  the 
following: 

^'  You  announce  to  us,  sire,  that 
the  Austrian  troops  have  left  the 
Romagna,  and  that  ours  have 
quitted  Ancona.  France,  after 
hastening  by  her  presence  the 
cessation  of  foreign  intervention  in 
the  states  of  the  Holy  See^  whose 
independence  interests  us  in  so 
high  a  degree^  has  given  a  new 
pledge  of  her  respect  for  treaties^ 
and  of  the  loyalty  which  becomes 
a  great  nation.*' 

M.  Duchatel,  who  followed,  ac- 
cused the  count  Mole  of  want 
of  courtesy,  in  refusing  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  committee  on  the 
address,  the  official  documents  re- 
lating to  the  occupation  and  eva- 
cuation of  Ancona. 

A  discussion  then  took  place 
with  regard  to  the  military  value  of 
Ancona.  Marshal  Clausel  declared 
that  an  enemy  of  100,000  men 
would  not  recover  what  France 
had  lost  by  abandoning  that  key  of 
Italy.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
maintained  by  M.  Lami  that  the 
post  was  one  of  the  worst  in  the 
Peninsula^  it  was  commanded,  he 
said,  on  every  side  by  high  hills^ 
and  could  not  have  held  out  a 
week  before  the  Austrian  armies. 
General  Bugeaud  concurred  in  this 
estimation. 

M.  Thiers,  who  followed,  went 
into  a  most  minute  description  of 


the  works  of  fortification  in  An. 
cona,  which  would  go  to  prove 
that  he  had  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  place  than  generals  Lami  and 
Bugeaud. 

Count  Mole  made  answer,  that 
in  this  instance^  as  in  the  Belgic 
question^  respect  for  treaties  had 
guided  his  resolution,  and  he 
quoted  despatches  written  by  his 
predecessors  in  office,  all  of  whom^ 
with  the  sole  exception  of  M. 
Thiers,  conceived  themselves  bound 
by  the  convention  entered  into 
with  the  Holy  See^  to  recal  the 
French  garrison  the  moment  when 
the  Austrians  should  have  eva« 
cuated  the  legations.  A  despatch 
which  he  read  from  the  Due  de 
Broglie,  bearing  date  April  20, 
1833^  proved  that  the  duke  enter- 
tained the  same  opinions  with  him- 
self. M.  Mole  then  produced,  and 
proceeded  to  enlarge  upon  the  ra- 
ther ambiguous  instructions  which 
had  been  forwarded  by  M.  Thiers  to 
the  French  ambassador  at  Rome,  a 
few  days  after  he  took  possession 
of  the  foreign  department  in  1836. 

The  division  was  adjourned  till 
the  14th  inst.^  when  the  debate 
was  resumed^  and  the  ministerial 
amendment  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  228  to  199^  a  success, 
which  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
support  of  the  legitimatists  on  the 
particular  question. 

The  succeeding  morning  found 
the  chamber  of  deputies  engaged 
upon  the  paragraph  bearing  re« 
ference  to  the  Swiss  question,  to 
which,  it  may  be  remembered  no 
allusion  had  been  made  in  the 
king's  speech.  The  chamber 
divided  upon  the  question  that  the 
paragraph  remain  part  of  the  ad- 
dress, when  there  were — ^for,  208 ; 
against,  221 :  majority  for  minis- 
ters 13. 

The  succeeding  sectionFj^  which 
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Other  clauses  had  been  voted  with, 
out  opposition^  and  in  rejecting 
M.  Amilhau*8  amendment,  the  as- 
sembly, he  said,  had  pronounced, 
not  against  the  policy  of  the 
cabinet,  but  simply  against  the 
modification  desired  by  that  gen- 
tleman. How  then,  he  demanded, 
was  it  possible  for  the  chamber  to 
pronounce  against  a  general  system 
of  policy,  to  all  the  details  of  which 
they  had  given  an  unqualified 
assent  ? 

M.  Thiers  maintained,  that  it 
was  perfectly  intelligible  that  the 
chamber  should  refuse  to  censure 
various  isolated  acts  of  the  cabinet, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  felt  com- 
pelled to  blame  the  general  ten- 
dency of  its  measures. 

M.  de  Lamartine  spoke  on  the 
ministerial  side.  After  a  few 
words  from  M.  Dufaure  a  division 
ensued,  when  213  voted  for  the 
paragraph,  and  220  against  it, 
leaving  a  majority  for  the  minis- 
ters of  7. 

The  eighth  paragraph  related  to 
the  French  possessions  in  Africa. 
In  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
general  Bugeaud  took  occasion  to 
defend  himself  from  various  charges 
of  peculation  in  that  province  which 
had  been  made  by  the  press. 

M.  Isambert  laid  the  principal 
stress  upon  the  concluding  sen- 
tence, which  expresses  a  hope  of  a 
favourable  result  from  *•  the  be- 
neficent action  of  an  enlightened 
religion."  The  honourable  de- 
puty declared  his  entire  disapproval 
of  the  recent  appointment  of  a 
bishop  at  Algiers,  and  inveighed 
against  the  daily  encroachment  of 
the  parti  prctre. 

On  the  following  day  the  minis- 
ter of  justice  explained,  that  the 
government  had  been  placed  under 
the  necessity  of  abandoning  its 
African  possessions  to  the  congre- 


gations, or  establishing  a  bishop* 
rick,  and  the  latter  alternative  had 
prevailed.  The  paragraph  was 
then  adopted.  When  the  succeed- 
ing clause  was  read,  which  coti'* 
veyed  a  hope  that  the  government 
would  turn  its  attention  to  the 
reimbursement  of  the  public  debt> 
the  minister  of  finance  took  occa- 
sion to  lay  before  the  chamber  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  financial  situa* 
tion  of  the  country.*  The  para- 
graph was  adopted  without  oppo« 
sition.     The  11th,  12th,  and  13th 

■■■■■■  ■—■■■  -  ■■—-  ■■.  ■■■—    —  -IM^M  I    — ^— ^»^^W^^i^^ 

•  He  observed  that  every  branch  of 
the  public  revenue  had  been  constantly 
innproving,  which  he  regarded  as  an 
evident  and  certain  symptom  of  the 
public  prosperity.  Notwithstanding 
that  public  gaming-houses  and  the  lot* 
tery  had  been  suppressed — notwith- 
standing that  the  tax  on  home-made 
sugar  had  not  been  included  in  the 
return,  and  that,  so  far  from  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  tariffs  many  of  them  had 
been  diminished,  and  especially  the 
tariff  of  the  navigation  dues,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  indirect  taxes  for  the  last 
twenty  months  had  exceeded  that  of  the 
indirect  taxes  for  the  previous  20  months 
by  upwards  of  83,000,000.  After  stating 
that  result,  he  might  be  allowed  to  say 
that  the  present  ministry,  inefficient  as 
it  bad  been  called,  might  retire  without 
regret,  and  reflect  even  with  a  feeling 
of  pride  on  the  period  of  its  continuation 
in  office.  (Movement.)  The  silence  of 
the  crown  on  the  question  of  the  5  per 
cents,  he  considered  justifiable,  on  the 
ground  that,  although  the  first  condition 
indispensable  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  operation  undoubtedly  existed,  the 
question  was  not  yet  ripe  for  a  complete 
solution.  He  likewise  remarked  that 
the  bank,  though  it  had  bills  in  hand  to 
the  amount  uf  40,000,000  more  than  at 
any  former  period,  was  probably  not  in 
a  situation  to  afford  the  government 
the  necessary  support  in  executing 
the  operation  at  this  moment,  all 
its*  resources  being  devoted  to  the 
commercial  interests.  He  would  con- 
clude, however,  by  frankly  stating,  that 
the  accumulation  of  capital  now  in  the 
sinking-fund  would  shortly  render  a  re- 
duction of  the  5  per  cents,  a  matter  of 
inevitable  necessity. 
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clauses  met  with  a  similar  recep- 
tion. An  additional  paragraph 
proposed  by  the  committee  was 
likewise  unanimously  accepted  :-— 
"  Why,  sire,  at  the  moment  when 
our  thanksgivings  are  offered  up, 
are  we  called  upon  to  deplore  with 
you  the  loss  of  a  beloved  daughter, 
the  model  of  every  virtue  !  May 
the  expression  of  the  feelings  of 
the  entire  chamber  be  some  allevia- 
tion of  the  sorrows  of  your  august 
family."  The  allusion  referred  to 
the  young  and  highly  endowed 
duchess  Marie  of  Wurtemburg 
who  had  but  a  few  days  before 
expired  at  Pisa  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. The  mortal  remains  of 
the  lamented  lady  were  brought 
home  into  France,  and  deposited 
at  Dreux,  the  burial  place  of  the 
house  of  Orleans. 

In  the  meantime  this  unprece- 
dented discussion  was  drawing  to 
a  close,  when  the  chamber  again 
assembled,  M.  Debelleyrae  took  ex- 
ception at  the  wording  of  the  con- 
cluding paragraph.  The  expres- 
sion '*  restrained  within  their  con- 
stitutional limits"  conveyed,  in  his 
opinion,  a  direct  accusation  against 
the  sovereign,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  that  he  now  moved  the  sup. 
pression  of  the  offensive  words,  and 
the  modification  of  other  passages 
of  the  article.  M.  de  Lamartine 
supported  this  view  of  the  subject. 
M.  Thiers,  however,  undertook  to 
prove,  by  summing  up  the  frequent 
defeats  it  had  sustained  that  the 
government  was  not  a  parliamen- 
tary one.  After  a  few  words  from 
M.  Guizot  and  count  Mole  the 
chamber  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  carried  in  favour 
of  ministers  by  a  majority  of  9. 

The  last  division  was  then  taken 
upon  the  ensemble  of  the  address, 
which  corresponds  with  the  ques- 
tion in  the  British  pc^rUament  that 


the  bill  do  pass,  when  there  were— 
For  the  question  221 ;  Against  it 
208 :  Majority  for  ministers  13. 

The  debate  which  had  been 
maintained  for  no  less  than  twelve 
days  with  such  unexampled  perti- 
nacity, came  at  length  to  this  some- 
what unexpected  issue  on  the  19th 
of  January.  The  important  sum- 
mary of  a  rather  unmanageable 
subject,  which  we  have  perhaps 
with  too  great  prolixity  presented 
to  the  reader,  will  scarcely  enable 
him  to  appreciate  the  distinguished 
ability  with  which  the  comte 
Mol^  contended  single  handed 
against  the  confederate  talent  of 
nearly  the  entire  chamber.  No 
doubt,  however,  he  possessed  in 
the  superior  truth  of  his  position 
elemental  advantages  which  in 
themselves  went  far  to  counter- 
balance the  brilliant  parts  of  the 
men  who  filled  the  ranks  of  the 
motley  coalition;  and  indeed  it 
may  be  feared,  that  far  from  found- 
ing a  permanent  parliamentary  op- 
position, the  coalescing  parties 
have  only  shaken  irrecoverably  the 
slender  reliance  which  men  might 
still  repose  on  the  stability  of  poli- 
tical characters  in  France,  by  the 
public  scandal  of  so  desperate  and 
unscrupulous  an  union.  The  prin- 
cipal object,  in  the  meanwhile,  of 
the  coalition,  which  was  to  render 
the  ministry  independent  of  the 
crown,  although  none  of  the  con- 
federate deputies  during  the  whole 
twelve  days  of  the  memorable 
struggle  had  openly  ventured  to 
avow  it,  might  so  far  be  said  to 
have  been  defeated.  The  minis- 
ters remained  masters  of  the  field, 
but  their  triumph  was  neither  a 
signal  nor  a  conclusive  one. .  The 
address  was  far  ^m  being  a  mere 
echo  of  the  king's  speech,  for  not 
only  did  it  differ  in  some  points 
from  the  royal  programme^  but  it 
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contained  also  new  matter  whose 
introduction  the  cabinet  disap- 
proved, thougli  it  had  not  resisted. 
It  was^  therefore,  by  no  means 
certain  that  count  M0I6  would 
venture  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment in  the  face  of  so  formidable  an 


opposition,  and  when,  eventually, 
the  Moniieur  announced  on  the 
22nd  of  February  that  the  whole  of 
the  ministers  had  placed  their  resig- 
nations in  the  hands  of  the  crown> 
few  people  in  Paris  were  unpre- 
pared  for  the  notification. 


Vol.  L5CXXI. 


C2B] 
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under  Marshal  Soult — Trial  of  the  Insurgents  before  the  Court  of 
Peers — Armand  Barbes  condemned  to  death — Commutation  of  sen- 
tence—Result of  debate  on  the  Staff  Bill — Extraordinary  grant  for 
the  Marine— Supplies  voted  en  masse — Close  of  the  Session^^Re- 
newal  of  war  in  Algiers. 


ON"thefresignation  of  the  ca- 
binet of  count  Mole  the 
king  proceeded  to  put  himself  in 
communication  with  marshal  Soult, 
the  only  public  man  who  had  not 
been  compromised  in  the  great 
struggle  which  was  just  concluded. 
When,  however,  after  a  week 
spent  in  protracted  negotiations 
there  appeared  but  little  iaimediate 
prospect  of  an  arrangement  in  this 
quarter,  the  ministry  of  the  15th 
of  April  resumed  their  plans  and 
determined  on  making  a  final  ap- 


peal to  the  country,  by  dissolving 
the  chambers  which  were  appoint- 
ed to  meet  again  on  the  26  th  of 
March. 

The  domestic  situation  of  the 
country  wore  at  this  time  an  as- 
pect of  some  uneasiness.  The  in- 
cessant agitation  of  political  ques- 
tions had  the  effect  of  aggravating 
in  a  great  measure  the  severity  of 
a  commercial  crisis  which  was 
among  the  most  calamitous  that 
the  mercantile  interests  of  France 
had  for    some    time    undergone. 
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while  the  distress  and  discontent 
occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the 
harvest  of  1838,  had  driven  the 
poorer  classes  in  several  districts 
into  acts  of  open  insubordination. 
On  one  occasion  the  population  of 
Rochelle,  with  numbers  of  the 
neighbouring  peasants^  attacked 
and  captured  the  waggons  which 
were  proceeding  from  the  country 
into  the  town  laden  with  corn  for 
embarcation  to  America^  and  the 
riots  which  ensued  were  of  so  seri- 
ous a  nature  that  the  government 
was  induced  to  issue  an  ordinance 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
grain  fi om  any  of  the  Atlantic 
harbours  of  France,  a  restriction 
which  was  subsequently  relaxed  in 
favour  of  all  grain  but  of  wheat 
and  its  flour.  The  run  upon  the 
savings-banks  was  also  incessant 
throughout  the  earlier  period  of 
the  year,  and  it  was  estimated 
that  the  decrease  of  animal  food 
consumed  in  Paris  during  the 
three  first  months  of  1839,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  pe- 
riod of  the  preceding  year,  amounted 
to  1,800,0001b.,  or  21b.  on  an 
average  in  the  consumption  of  each 
inhabitant. 

The  annui&.  o  ort  of  the  bank 
of  France  was  read  on  the  31st  of 
March  at  a  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors by  the  comte  d'Argout,  the 
governor  of  that  institution.  From 
this  very  clear  and  copious  exposi- 
tion, it  appears  that  the  profits  of 
the  bank  were  not  quite  equal  to 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  not- 
withstanding that  they  were  very 
high.  The  dividend  for  the  first 
half-year  of  1838  was  52f.,  and 
the  second  62f.  per  share,  of  l,000f. 
capital,  and  yielded  therefore  11 
per  cent.  The  total  amount  of 
profit  for  1838  was  7,740,000f.  It 
was  likewise  shewn  that  the 
branches  of  the  same  institution 


were  still  productive  and  increas- 
ing in  profit.  The  bank  of  Rheims 
produced  a  profit  of  25,000f.  in  the 
first  half-year,  and  in  the  second 
66,000f.;  that  of  St.  Etienne  in 
the  first  half-year  gave  6,000f.> 
and  in  the  remaining  portion  no 
less  than  82,000f.  The  bank  of 
St.  Quentin  realized  in  the  earlier 
portion  800f.,  and  in  the  remain- 
ing six  months  54,000f.,  while  the 
branch  at  Montpellier,  which  made 
a  loss  of  15,000f.  in  the  first,  made 
a  profit  of  14,000f.  in  the  second 
half-year. 

There  is  one  remarkable  feature 
in  the  management  of  this  institu- 
tion which  would  seem  to  evince 
the  soundness  of  the  principle  upon 
which  it  is  conducted.  It  appears 
that  the  bank  lias  uniformly  in- 
creased its  issues  in  all  periods  of 
panic,  and  that  in  a  ratio  corre- 
sponding with  the  demands  of  the 
mercantile  interests.  Thus,  dur- 
ing the  three  years,  1818,  1826, 
and  1830,  which  were  severally 
marked  by  a  financial  crisis,  the 
bank  discounted  bills  to  an  amount 
almost  double  that  of  the  years 
1821,  1822  and  1823  which  were 
reputed  ordinary  periods,  and 
300,000,000  more  than  during 
1817,  1824,  and  1827,  which  were 
seasons  of  commercial  activity. 

Another  characteristic  of  the 
bank  of  France  which  was  brought 
into  prominent  notice  on  this  oc- 
casion in  consequence  the  change 
which  had  been  made  against  the 
management  by  some  of  the  jour- 
nals of  regulating  its  issues  at  the 
will  of  the  court  party,  for  the 
improbable  purpose  of  exacting  or 
allaying  public  feeling  during  par- 
ticular ministerial  crises,  is  the 
large  amount  of  its  discounts,  with 
their  regular  and  systematic  in- 
crease, and  especially  those  with 
which  the  lower  people  are  ac- 
[2B2] 
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commodated.  No  one  would  think 
of  offering  bills  of  8/.  or  10/.  to 
the  .bank  of  England  to  be  dis- 
counted. The  nature  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank  of  France  in 
this  department  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  analysis.  In  1836, 
of  406,000  bills  discounted,  the 
average  was  l,868f. ;  in  1837,  of 
440,000  bills,  the  average  was 
l,709f.;  and  1838,  of  576,000 
discounted  bills,  the  average  was 
l,390f.  or  about  56L,  while  out  of 
that  number  68,000  were  for  200f. 
or  even  a  smaller  sum. 

The  circulation  of  the  bank  of 
France  is  stated  to  bear  the  same 
proportion  to  the  bank  of  England 
that  the  population  of  Paris  bears 
to  that  of  London.  It  varied 
in  the  course  of  1838  between 
195,000,000f.  and  227,000,OOOf., 
and  appears  to  be  principally  con- 
fined to  the  capital  and  its  envi- 
rons, while  our  own  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  legal  tender  clause, 
and  a  circulation  more  or  less  over 
all  the  kingdom. 

It  appears  from  the  Monileur, 
that  notwithstanding  so  many  dis. 
advantageous  circumstances,  the 
general  receipts  of  the  revenue 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  year  amounted  in  Janu- 
ary to  49,743,000f,  ;  in  Febru- 
ary, to  47,751,000f.;  in  March 
to  54,999,000f. ;  making  in  all 
152,493,000f.  This  calculation 
presents  an  increase  on  the  first 
two  months,  but  the  receipts  in 
March  exhibit  a  falling-off  as  com- 
pared with  the  proceeds  of  the  cor- 
responding month  in  1838.  A 
comparison  of  the  produce  of  the 
indirect  taxes  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1839  compared  with  the  an- 
swering periods  of  the  two  preced- 
ing years  presents  a  surplus  of 
8.777,OOOf.  in  favour  of  1839  over 
1837,  and    of  4,806,000f.   oyer 


1838.  It  should  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  tax  on  home-made 
sugar  which  did  not  exist  in 
1837  and  1838,  yielded  in  1839 
l,262,000f. 

A  return  of  the  administration 
of  the  finance  of  France  during 
the  year  1838  shows  that  the  in- 
come amounted  to  l,155,329>168f. 
while  the  expenditure  was  no  more 
than  l,116,691,601f.  This  left  a 
balance  of  38,619,650f.,  about  a 
million  and  a  half  sterling. 

The  same  official  journal  gives  a 
statement  of  the  income  for  the 
year  1837,  and  compares  it  with 
the  returns  for  1836.  It  embraces 
all  the  branches  of  public  revenue 
of  which  however  we  can  only  no- 
tice a  few  items.  The  proceeds  of 
the  customs  for  the  first  year 
amounted  to  169,069,343f.,  the 
difference  in  favour  of  1837  being 
l,909,368f.  The  general  move- 
ment of  trade,  which  was  more  or 
less  affected  by  the  Bnancial  crisis 
of  the  United  States,  shewed  in 
1837  a  result  inferior  to  that  of 
1836  ;  but  the  import  trade  main- 
tained itself,  and  even  exceeded  bv 
nearly  5,000,000f.  that  of  1836. 
The  sea -port  towns  produced  73 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  of 
customs  duties,  and  the  offices 
situated  along  the  land  frontier 
the  remaining  27. 

The  custom  house  at  Marseilles 
received  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
duties  on  goods  imported  by 
the  Mediterranean  amounting  to 
27,553,000f.  for  1837.  Of  the 
five  principal  Atlantic  harbours^ 
Havre  produced  17,160^000f.  ; 
Bordeaux,  9,700,OOOf.  ;  Nantes 
5,916,000f.;  Dunkirk  5,4I8,00Of.; 
Rouen,  2,896,000f.  The  receipts 
of  the  revenue  in  1837  amounted 
to  l,079,232,732f.,  and  compared 
with  those  of  1836,  which  were 
l,054,78q,71Qf.,  gave  a  i^et  sur- 
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plus  of  24,447,014f.,  or  nearly 
1,000,000/. 

In  the  meanwhile,  all  other 
topics  were  absorbed  in  the  inter- 
est created  by  the  electoral  ques- 
tion. Incredible  efforts,  it  is  said, 
were  made  on  either  side  to  pro- 
mote the  return  of  the  respective 
candidates,  and  the  imputation  of 
the  lowest  intrigue  and  most  un- 
scrupulous corruption  were  applied 
with  no  parsimonious  measure  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  party. 
Meetings  were  held,  public  din- 
ners were  given^  and  the  salons 
of  the  respective  chiefs  were  daily 
open  to  the  reunions  of  their  se- 
veral followers.  M.  Guizot  lost 
no  time  in  addressing  to  his 
constituents  of  Lisieux  a  letter 
in  which  he  upbraids  the  cabinet 
for  the  late  dissolution,  and  for 
having  in  this  manner  come  to  an 
issue  with  a  second  chamber  in  the 
course  of  eighteen  months. 

The  sarcastic  pen  of  M.  de  Cor- 
merin  contributed  a  pamphlet,  en- 
titled The  Slate  of  the  Question, 
with  the  purpose  of  enlightening 
the  electors  on  the  subject  of  con- 
stitutional freedom. 

In  these  dispositions  the  eyes  of 
all  parties  were  directed  to  the 
events  of  the  4th  of  March.  On 
that  day  the  general  contest  took 
place,  and  it  was  seen  at  once  to 
be  but  too  probable  that  the  result 
of  the  electoral  returns  was,  to  leave 
the  Mole  administration,  after  all 
their  exertions  in  actual  minority. 
This  last  experiment  convinced 
them  of  the  inutility  of  any  further 
endeavour  to  conduct  the  govern- 
ment, and  with  this  determination 
began  the  period  of  the  celebrated 
ministerial  crisis.  For  many  weeks 
one  combination  was  tried  and  cast 
away  after  another,  interview  suc- 
ceeded to  interview,  every  day  pro- 
duced its  own  catalogue  of  the 


forthcoming  administration,  and, 
at  length,  after  having  recourse 
successively  to  marshal  Soult,  M. 
Thiers,  and  M.  de  Broglie,  and 
having  thrown  his  incoherent  ma- 
terials into  every  conceivable  vari* 
ety  of  juxtaposition!  the  king  found 
himself  on  the  eve  of  the  26th  of 
March^  without  a  ministry  to  open 
the  session.  It  was  accordingly 
found  necessary  to  prorogue  the 
meeting  of  the  chambers  until  the 
4th  of  April.  In  the  interim,  on 
the  third  day  of  the  last  men- 
tioned month,  the  •  Moniteur  exhi- 
bited a  series  of  royal  ordinances 
accepting  the  resignations  of  the 
Mol4  administration,  and  nominat* 
ing  a  provisional  cabinet.* 

The  session  of  the  newly  elected 
chambers  was  accordingly  opened 
on  the  4th  of  April  by  commission, 
a  proceeding  which  dispensed  with 
the  necessity  of  the  usual  speech 
and  address,  though  it  was  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  king  had 
omitted  to  inaugurate  the  ceremony 
in  person  since  the  accession  of  the 
dynasty  of  July.  The  assembly 
then  broke  up  and  retired  into 
its  bureaux,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  the  requisite  chairmen  and 
secretaries.  The  advantage  was 
eventually  on  the  side  of  the 
coalition. 

•  M.  Gasparin,   Minister  of  the  Inte* 

rior* 
M.  Girod  {de  l*Ain)  Minister  of  Jus* 

tice. 
The  Due  de  Montebello,  Jf/n/^^ef /of* 

Foreign  Affairs, 
General  Despans  Cubiercs,  Minister 

of  War. 
Baron  Tupinier,  Minister  of  Marine, 
M.  Parant,  Minister  of  Public  In- 

structiofi. 
M.  Gautier,  Minister  of  Finance, 
M.  Gasparin,  (a  former  Minister  of 

(he  Interior),  Mimsterj>/  Com* 

merce,  8fC, 
The  place  of  the  President  of  th^ 
Council  was  not  filled  up. 
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The  most  important  trial  was, 
however,  still  to  be  made.  The 
ballot  for  the  presidency  of  the 
chamber  of  deputies  was  opened  on 
the  16th  instant.  M.  Passy  and 
M.  OJillon  Barrot  were  the  prin- 
cipal competitors.  When  the  ope- 
ration was  concluded,  the  following 
issue  was  proclaimed  by  the  tempo- 
rary president : — 

Number  of  voters  .  .  431 
Majority  required  .  .  216 
M.  Passy  obtained  .  .  223 
M.  Odillon  Barrot  .  193 
M.  Dnpin  ....  9 
M.  Dufaure  ....  3 
M.  Passy  therefore  was  chosen. 
The  Doctrinaires  it  is  believed  went 
over  en  viasse  to  the  court  party, 
and  by  their  numbers,  amount- 
ing probably  to  36,  completely 
turned  the  scale  in  favour  of  the 
ministerial  candidate.  Great  in- 
dignation was  exhibited  by  the  li- 
beral press  at  the  discomfiture  of 
M.  Barrot  by  the  default  of  this 
important  section.  *'  Never  "  says 
a  contemporary  writer,  commenting 
on  the  above  transaction,  '*  did  the 
king  display  more  consummate  ta- 
lent than  in  the  dissolution  of  that 
formidable  confederacy  which  over- 
threw a  ministry  because  it  acted 
under  his  majesty's  influence,  and 
out  of  which  he  has  drawn  the  ne- 
cessary number  of  recruits  to  re- 
construct withal  the  cabinet  on 
precisely  the  same  principle  of  that 
which  had  been  so  lately  broken 
up.  The  truth  is,  that  the  parties 
in  the  late  struggle  were  the  king 
and  M.  Thiers.  The  latter  was 
able  but  the  former  was  the  abler. 
Not  one  of  the  advantages  reck- 
oned upon  by  the  liberals  from 
their  unnatural  conjunction  with 
doctrinaires  and  legitimatists  are 
they  now  likely  to  draw  from  it." 
The  next  day,  Messrs.  Cunin 
Gridaine,  Calmon,  and  Teste,  were 


chosen  to  be  vice-presidents  of  the 
chamber,  and  after  a  ballot  re- 
peated on  two  successive  days,  M. 
Leon  de  Malleville  obtained  at 
length  the  legal  majority  which 
was  requisite  to  entitle  him  to  fill 
the  fourth  chair. 

The  chamber  having  thus  been 
completely  constituted,  M.  Mau- 
guin  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  the  22nd  inst,  take  occasion  to 
request  some  explanation  with  re- 
gard to  the  existing  state  of  t)ie 
ministerial  question.  *'  Although 
(said  he)  we  have  no  right  to  in- 
terrogate our  colleagues,  I  think 
that  such  of  them  whose  names 
have  figured  in  the  several  combi- 
nations which  have  been  proposed, 
are  bound  to  inform  us  what  were 
the  causes  to  which  the  steriliiy  of 
their  efforts  are  to  be  attributed." 

When  the  appointed  hour  arriv- 
ed, the  hon.  deputy  arose,  and 
went  over  the  different  phases 
which  the  crisis  had  undergone 
since  the  dissolution  of  the  cabinet 
of  the  15th  of  April,  which  he 
fixed  at  five.  The  first,  a  coalition 
cabinet,  had  been  abandoned  in 
consequence  of  the  exigendes  of 
the  centre  droit.  The  second  which 
was  to  have  been  a  centre  gauche 
combination,  was  likewise  given 
up  on  account  of  the  reluctance  of 
M.  Thiers  to  enter  it.  The  for- 
mation of  the  third  cabinet  was 
committed  to  the  president  of  the 
administration  of  the  22nd  of  Feh. 
(M.  Thiers).  The  motive  of  its 
failure  had  not  transpired.  The 
fourth  projection  was  exdusi^j 
the  work  of  Marshal  Soult,  and 
remarkable  for  the  diversity  of  men 
and  principles  which  bad  heea 
huddled  together  within  it.  The 
fifth  endeavour  was  productive  of 
the  return  of  M.  Passy  to  the 
presidency  of  the  chamber.  M. 
Mauguin   conduded  1^  inniing 
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the  different  personages  who  had 
been  conspicuous  in  these  combi- 
nations to  disclose  the  reasons  of 
their  failure. 

The  reader  will,  perhaps,  not 
regret  the  space  allotted  to  the 
statements  of  the  several  political 
parties;  they  present  the  most 
authentic  elucidation  of  the  com- 
plications of  the  previous  period, 
and  are  certainly  not  devoid  of 
instruction. 

M.  Dupin  was  the  first  to  fol- 
low. Tlie  hon.  deputy  informed 
the  house  that  he  was  preparing, 
after  his  election,  to  return  to 
Paris  and  resume  his  seat  at  the 
centre  gauche,  when  he  received 
several  messages  urging  him  to  re- 
pair to  the  capital,  and  aid  in  con- 
structing a  coalition  cabinet.  After 
the  triumph  of  that  party,  said 
M.  Dupin,  there  appeared  to  be 
nothing  unnatural  in  the  forma- 
tion of  such  an  administration  ;  he 
could  not,  however,  so  readily  dis- 
cern the  reason  for  which  the  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  himself, 
who  had  neither  belonged  to,  nor 
admired,  the  coalition.  If,  there- 
fore, he  came  to  the  determination 
of  making  part  of  the  projected 
ministry,  it  was  only  on  the  con- 
dition that  its  principles  should  be 
consonant  with  his  own.  Unam- 
bitious as  he  had  always  been  of  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet,  he  accepted 
one  on  this  occasion  because  the 
illustrious  individual  who  had  been 
selected  by  the  king  to  preside 
over  its  councils,  was  popular  both 
abroad  and  at  home.  He  also  ap- 
proved the  selection  of  Messrs. 
Humann,  Thiers,  Dufaure,  Passy, 
Sauzet,  and  Duperre.  A  pro- 
gramme,* proceeded    M.   Dupin, 


*  This  Programme  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  king  by  the  chiefs  of  the 


was  then  drawn  up,  in  which  the 
opinions  of  the  centre  gauche  were 
clearly  set  down.  The  first  article, 
implying  a  change  of  system,  re- 
ceived, he  said,  his  full  approbation  $ 
the  second,  relating  to  the  reduction 
of  rentes ,  was  not  agreeable  to  him ; 
he  was  opposed  to  the  measure, 
but,  as  he  knew  that  it  could  not 
be  effected  that  year,  the  proposal 
underwent  no  opposition  from  him. 
The  third  article  referred  to  Spain 
No  intervention  was  stipulated ; 
the  cabinet  merely  reserved  to  it- 
self the  power  of  acting  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  The  fourth 
related  to  the  appointment  of  pub- 
lic functionaries  who  had  been  no- 
minated by  the  former  cabinet 
with  much  less  reference  to  their 
official  aptitude,  than  their  claims 
of  a  less  desirable  nature.  Mar- 
shal Soult  took  charge  of  the  pro- 
gramme, and  laid  it  before  the 


moderate  opposition,  was  written  it  is 
said,  on  six  pages  in  folio,  and  summed 
up  in  the  six  following  clauses  : — 

1.  Henceforward  the  king  was  no 
longer  to  grant  audiences  to  foreign 
ministers  without  the  presence  of  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

2.  A  pledge  that  the  reduction  of  the 
5  per  cents,  should  be  carried  ae  a  go- 
vernment question. 

.3.  A  formal  declaration  that  the  king 
of  the  French  would  never  recognize 
Don  Carlos,  happen  what  might,  and  an 
engagement  to  make  war  upon  them,  if 
he  possessed  himself  permanently  of 
Madrid. 

4.  A  pledge  to  the  effect  of  carrying 
the  quadruple  treaty  into  execution  ia 
the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, as  the  British  cabinet. 

5.  .Immediate  dismissal  of  about 
twenty  prefects  and  thirty  sub-prefects, 
who  had  committed  themselves  and 
their  official  authority  in  electoral  in- 
trigues. 

6.  On  pledging  himself  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  these  conditions,  the 
king  was  to  continue  to  preside  ostenti* 
bly  in  the  council  of  ministers. 
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king,  by  whom  it  was  accepted. 
The  ordinance  appointing  Marshal 
Soult  was  even  signed,  and  the 
transaction  on  the  point  of  its  con- 
clusion, when  M.  Dupin  met  his 
colleagues  for  the  last  time  at  the 
Marshal's  house.  There  the  ques- 
tion of  the  presidency  of  M.  Odil- 
lon  Barrot  was  debated.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  chamber  was  evidently 
on  the  side  of  the  gauche y  and  M. 
Dupin  was  of  opinion  that  the 
system  ought  to  be  consequently 
modified  in  that  sense.  Others^ 
however,  maintained  a  different 
view,  and  the  combination  failed. 
M.  Dupin  declared,  that  he  had 
since  been  applied  to  to  form  part 
of  all  the  combinations  that  suc- 
ceeded. '^I  do  not  know,"  said 
the  hon.  deputy,  **  what  has  en- 
titled me  to  so  much  honour.  I 
feel,  however,  but  little  flattered 
by  it ;  and  must  request  the  fra- 
mers  of  all  future  cabinets  to  leave 
me  out  of  their  ministerial  lucu- 
brations." 

M.  Thiers  then  rose  to  explain 
the  reasons  for  which  he  had  not 
accepted  office  in  any  of  the  various 
combinations  of  the  forty-four 
days  which  had  elapsed  since  the 
elections  of  the  4th  of  March.  His 
first  objection  had  been  grounded, 
he  said^  on  considerations  of  foreign 
policy.  He  had  desired  to  see  the 
modification  of  the  course  adopted 
on  the  15  th  of  April.  No  difficul- 
ties had  been  raised  by  him  on  do- 
mestic questions.  He  had  con- 
sented to  the  maintenance  of  the 
laws  of  September^  which  he  had 
indeed  contributed  to  establish ; 
nor  would  he  consent  to  modify 
any  but  the  article  relating  to  the 
attentat  which  required  a  clearer 
definition.  He  had,  however,  sug- 
gested the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
more  decided  course^  and  wished, 
with  that  viewi  to  be  at  libertjr  to 


remove  those  public  functionaries 
who  were  incompetent  for  their 
situations.  On  the  question  of  the 
reduction  of  the  rentes,  the  govern- 
ment, in  his  opinion,  ought  to  take 
the  initiative.  The  Belgic  and 
Italian  difficulties  being  now  set- 
tled, could  no  longer  present  any 
further  embarrassment.-  The  East- 
ern question,  on  the  other  hand, 
said  M.  Thiers,  offered  no  difficulty 
of  a  serious  nature.  The  part  of 
France  was  to  maintain  peace  in 
that  quarter,  at  the  same  time  that 
she  held  herself  ready  to  act  ac- 
cording to  circumstances  with  be- 
coming dignity.  With  respect  to 
Spain,  the  hon.  deputy  had  sacri- 
ficed his  ideas  on  the  necessity  of 
an  intervention,  and  had  only  in- 
sisted that  France  should  do  for 
the  queen  as  much  at  least  as 
England  was  disposed  to  do. 
Though  he  had  himself  presided 
over  the  council,  he  had  gladly 
accepted  the  Presidency  of  M. 
Soult,  The  comparative  youth  of 
the  hon.  member,  and  the  g^ory  of 
the  marshal,  imposed  upon  him 
the  obligation  to  relinquish  all  pre- 
tensions to  that  post,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  refused,  from  the  be- 
ginning, to  accept  any  other  office 
but  that  of  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment. 

The  hon.  deputy  then  entered 
into  a  detailed  account  of  the  ne* 
gotiations  to  which  he  had  been 
privy  since  the  4th  of  March.  In 
the  first  which  was  attempted,  it 
was  proposed  to  include  M*  CjuijK>t; 
M.  Thiers,  however,  stipulated  for 
the  admission  of  his  own  adherentSf 
and  the  combination  came  to  no- 
thing. The  next  was  a  purely 
centre  gauche  administration.  They 
waited  upon  the  king,  and  came 
to  an  understanding  with  him  on 
many  points  of  Fordgn  policy, 
though  he  had  differed  on  othen  j 
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but  the  only  point  of  positive  dis- 
agreement was  the  question  of 
Spain,  It  was  the  desire  of  M. 
Thiers  to  furnish  the  commander 
of  the  French  naval  forces  on  the 
Spanish  coast  with  the  same  in- 
structions which  were  given  to  the 
English  squadron,  and  to  aid  the 
constitutionalists  with  arms  and 
other  provisions.  The  king,  how- 
ever would  not  come  into  this  pro- 
posal^ and  M.  Thiers  accordingly 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Marshal, 
in  which  he  apprized  him  of  his 
resolution  to  retire.  M.  Soult  in- 
formed him,  in  reply,  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  consented  to  accept  his 
programme,  and  requested  him  to 
withdraw  his  resignation.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  communication, 
he  repaired  with  his  friends  to  the 
chateau,  although  he  felt  convinced 
that  the  king  did  not,  in  fact,  ap- 
prove of  the  programme  in  the 
sense  in  which  he  understood  it. 
Such  was  actually  the  case.  His 
majesty  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  view  the  treaty  of  the 
quadruple  alliance  in  the  light  in 
which  it  appeared  to  M,  Thiers. 
This  took  place  on  the  21st  of 
March.  Another  cause  of  the 
split  in  the  embryo  administra- 
tion was,  the  question  of  the 
presidency  of  M.  Odillon  Bar- 
rot.  The  only  person,  however, 
who  opposed  the  measure  with  any 
vivacity,  was  M.  Humann,  who 
retired  from  the  combination.  M. 
Thiers  had  been  of  opinion  that 
M.  Humann  could  have  been  easily 
replaced ;  but  as  his  secession  was 
deemed  to  have  broken  up  the 
cabinet,  the  combination  was  at 
an  end.  The  next  day,  Marshal 
Soult  waited  on  M.  Thiers,  and 
released  him  from  his  engagement 
towards  himself.  What  was,  how- 
ever, his  astonishment,  when,  on 
being  sent  for  by  the  king,  his 


majesty  made  him  an  offer  of  the 
presidency  of  the  council.  He  did 
not  accept  the  proposal,  and  took 
occasion  to  assure  the  marshal  of 
his  determination  to  enter  no  mi- 
nistry of  which  the  latter  should 
not  be  the  president.  From  that 
moment  he  had  never  seen  the 
Duke  of  Dalmatia.  The  con- 
struction of  a  cabinet,  pursued  the 
hon.  deputy,  was  next  imposed 
upon  the  Due  de  Broglie,  who  re- 
quested M.  Thiers,  with  his  friends, 
to  aid  him  in  an  administration. 
He  consented,  but  upon  the  two 
conditions  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
programme,  and  the  election  of 
M.  Barrot,  a  stipulation  which 
was  not  accepted. 

M.  Thiers  then  proceeded  to 
give  the  history  of  the  last  nego 
tiations  which  had  been  carried  on 
between  himself  and  M.  Passy 
through  the  medium  of  M.  M. 
Dufaure  and  Vivien.  The  mar- 
shal insisted  on  his  relinquishing 
all  claim  to  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment, and  admitting  M.  M.  Guizot 
and  Duchatel  to  be  his  colleagues. 
The  friends,  however,  of  M.  Thiers 
had  declined  agreeing  to  such 
terms  for  him,  and  he  thanked 
them  for  guessing  so  well  his  in- 
tentions. The  hon.  deputy,  in 
conclusion,  declared  that  he  had 
never  been,  properly  speaking, 
charged  with  the  formation  of  a 
ministry  :  he  had  6gured  but  ten 
days,  out  of  the  series  of  forty, 
four,  in  the  endeavours  made  to 
form  one,  and  he  remained  at  pre* 
sent  a  stranger  to  any  combina<» 
tion. 

M.  Guizot  then  presented  his 
own  account  of  the  part  which  he 
had  borne  in  the  several  combina* 
tions,  and  endeavoured  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  had  not  been  the 
cause  of  their  failure.  So  far  from 
that^  he  had  even  taken  pains  to 
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prevent  the  newspapers,  devoted 
to  himself  and  his  friends^  from 
alluding  to  the  existing  criris^  un- 
der the  apprehension  that  they 
might  give  offence.  True  it  was^ 
he  had  refused,  in  conjunction 
with  M.  Duchate],  to  enter  a  co- 
alition cahinet,  when,  at  one  mo- 
ment, it  was  almost  completed; 
hut  the  cause  of  this  reluctance 
was,  the  stipulation  that  the  elect- 
ion of  M.  Odillon  Barrot  should 
he  made  a  cahinet  question.  M. 
Guizot  felt  convinced  that,  to 
make  this  question  a  cahinet  one, 
would  have  the  effect  of  intimi. 
dating  the  Conservative  party, 
while  it  would  go  too  far  towards 
binding  the  government  to  the 
gauche.  He  was  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  a 
cabinet  formed  from  the  gauche 
and  centre  gauche  could  not  main- 
tain itself,  and  that  a  ministry 
created  out  of  the  two  centres  (of 
which  it  may  be  observed,  M.  M. 
Thiers  and  Guizot  are  the  respect- 
ive leaders),  was  the  only  one  that 
could  endure  for  any  permanent 
period,  and  conduct  the  public 
business  of  the  country. 

The  marquess  of  Dalmatia  then 
rose,  and  declared  on  the  part  of 
his  father,  that  the  marshal  as- 
sumed all  the  responsibility  belong- 
ing to  the  part  which  he  had  per- 
formed in  the  late  negotiations,  and 
exonerated  the  king  from  all  blame 
for  the  delays  that  had  taken  place. 

M.  Passy  then  observed,  that  as 
the  king  had  accepted  the  pro- 
gramme of  M.  Thiers,  the  failure 
of  the  proposed  combination  must 
have  been  owing  to  some  other 
cause.  The  three  weeks  that  fol- 
lowed the  21st  of  March  had  been 
consumed  in  mere  gossiping,  when 
M.  Passy,  who  had  been  just 
elected  president,  stated  to  marshal 
Soult  that  no  further  time  ought 


to  be  lost  in  re-constructing  the 
government.  The  marshal  replied, 
''Try  what  you  can  do,  and  I 
shall  see  what  can  be  done  with 
it."  With  this  apparent  authori- 
zation, M.  Passy  proceeded  to  draw 
up  the  plan  of  a  cabinet,  and  had 
recourse  to  several  leading  depu- 
ties, and  in  particular  to  M.  Thiers. 
The  latter  agreed  to  take  office  as 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
having  obtained  the  concurrence  of 
the  remaining  gentlemen,  he  re- 
turned on  the  20th  instant  to 
M.  Soult,  who  then  declared  to 
his  great  astonishmentj  that  M. 
Thiers  could  not  have  the  port- 
folio of  the  foreign  office,  but 
that  the  departments  of  finance,  or 
of  the  interior,  were  at  his  service. 
The  friends  of  M.  Thiers,  M.  Vi- 
vien and  Dufaure,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  act  for  him,  declined 
the  proposal,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  speaker,  very  properly.  M. 
Passy  concluded  in  these  words : 
"  I  know  not  how  to  account  for 
this  alteration  of  the  marshal's 
views,  at  a  moment  when  every 
thing  was  at  the  point  of  being 
concluded.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  this  change  upset  every  thing. 
I  declare  to  the  chambers  tiiat  this 
alteration  was  on  my  part  made 
the  subject  of  a  conversation  I  had 
with  the  king,  who  (and  this  is  my 
profound  conviction),  had  given 
full  powers — a  carte  blanche — to 
marshal  Soult,  and  religiously  ab- 
stained from  interfering  in  any 
shape  with  the  discussion  or  the 
decisions  of  the  programme." 

The  marquess  of  Dalmatia  de- 
nied that  the  opinions  of  his  father 
had  undergone  any  change.  He 
differed  from  M.  Thiers  on  the 
question  of  Spain,  and  could  not 
therefore  recommend  that  he  should 
be  entrusted  with  the  foreign  de- 
partment. 
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M.  Teste  con6nned  the  state- 
ment of  M.  Passy.  After  an 
interview  with  M.  M.  Vivien  and 
Dufaure,  he  waited  on  the  marshal 
on  Saturday  evening,  the  20th 
instant,  who  informed  him  that 
M.  Thiers  was  at  liberty  to  choose 
between  the  departments  of  fi- 
nance and  the  interior,  adding 
moreover,  ''  as  a  sine  quct  non,  that 
M.  M.  Guizot  and  Duchatel  should 
be  members  of  the  administration." 

M.  Thiers  rose  once  more  to  cor- 
rect the  marquess  of  Dalmatia, 
who  had  asserted  that  the  question 
of  Spain  was  not  the  principal  one 
on  which  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
tiations took  place  on  the  21st  of 
March.  '*  I  and  my  colleagues," 
said  the  hon.  deputy,  *^  discussed 
that  question  maturely  and  at  much 
length.  I  made  to  them  conces- 
sions, and,  in  return,  they  pro- 
mised to  concur  with  me  in  afford- 
ing the  real  tokens  of  friendship 
which  I  proposed  to  display  for  the 
queen  (for  the  programme  was 
drawn  up  by  me  in  their  presence, 
and  I  might  almost  say  under  their 
dictation),  provided  that  the  king 
approved  of  them.  The  discussion 
then  arose  between  the  crown  and 
me.  The  crown  exercised  its 
right,  and  I  exercised  mine,  but 
every  thing  passed  with  that  de- 
gree of  respect  which  every  good 
citizen  owes  to  the  crown." 

The  first  speaker  on  the  follow- 
ing day  was  M.  de  Lamartine,  who 
rose  to  lay  a  complaint  against  M. 
Guizot,  who  had  said,  that  when 
consulted  on  the  ministerial  cri- 
sis, he  not  only  spoke,  but  even 
stipulated  in  favour  of  the  ^  221," 
the  ancient  constitutional  majority. 
Now  M.  de  Lamartine  declared  in 
the  name  of  his  friends,  that  M. 
Guizot  had  been  entrusted  with  no 
such  mission.  They  had  invaria- 
bly kept  aloof,  and  were,  conse-* 


quently,  not  to  blame  for  the 
failure  of  the  combinations  of  the 
last  six  weeks.  The  "221"  in 
his  opinion,  constituted  the  real 
parliamentary  party,  for  they  had 
remained  religiously  within  the 
limits  of  their  own  prerogatives 
without  encroaching  upon  those  of 
the  other  powers,  while  the  oppo- 
sition was  made  up  of  a  number  of 
hostile .  factions,  whose  union  had 
brought  about  the  dissolution,  and 
placed  the  crown  in  the  present 
critical  position.  There  was  now, 
said  M.  de  Lamartine,  no  majority 
in  the  chamber,  in  the  country,  or 
in  ideas. 

M.  Guizot  apologized  for  the 
employment  of  the  term  **  stipu- 
lation.*' He  could  not,  it  was 
true,  have  received  any  mission  to 
that  effect  from  M.  de  Lamartine 
or  his  friends,  but  when  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  or  the  crown 
required  it,  he  was  not,  said  he,  the 
man  to  wait  for  such  a  sanction  to 
recommend  to  the  crown  the  men 
who  he  believed  to  be  most  capable 
of  extricating  them  from  their 
difficulties.  For  himself,  he  denied 
that  he  had  altered  any  one  of  his 
fixed  opinions  in  joining  the  co- 
alition. 

General  Bugeaud  blamed  M.  de 
Lamartine  for  taking  up  the  ex- 
pression of  M.  Guizot.  The  speech 
delivered  by  the  latter  was,  he 
said,  very  conservative,  and  repre- 
sented the  opinions  of  the  **  221." 
In  his  opinion,  a  majority  might 
still  be  constructed  by  the  fusion  of 
the  two  centres,  and  he  thought 
that  the  "  221  "  had  given  an  une- 
quivocal proof  of  their  self  denial 
in  raising  M.  Passy  to  the  presi- 
dency, and  had  thus  made  the  first 
step  towards  a  reconciliation. 

M.  Odillon  Barrot  stated,  that 
the  notion  of  constructing  a  cabinet 
in  which  he  was  to  sit  with  M, 
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Guizot  had  never  seriously  been 
entertained.  It  was  time  that  he 
had  been  consulted  in  the  formation 
of  the  ministry  of  the  centre 
gauche,  but  he  gave  no  opinion 
with  regard  to  its  expediency,  nor 
did  he  make  any  stipulations  in  fa- 
vour of  himself  or  his  friends  of 
the  left  centre.  The  gauche  had 
never  made  the  presidency  a  con- 
dition sine  qud  non  of  their  sup- 
port, and  so  soon  as  he  was  in- 
formed that  his  own  election  had 
become  a  cabinet  question,  he  wrote 
a  letter  in  order  that  it  might  be 
produced  in  case  of  need,  disclaim- 
ing all  pretensions  to  that  high 
honour. 

After  a  lively  speech  from  M. 
Mauguin,  and  a  few  words  from 
M.  Girod  (de  VAivi)  and  M.  Teste, 
the  discussion  was  declared  closed. 
We  may  record  at  this  period  the 
projection  of  another  cabinet  which 
was  however  destined  to  meet  with 
the  fate  of  all  its  predecessors,  and 
be  disconcerted  on  the  very  eve  of 
its  accomplishment.  M.  Passy 
submitted  to  the  king  on  the  even- 
ing of  Sunday,  the  28th  of  April, 
the  projection  of  another  ministe- 
rial combination  which  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  leaders  of  the  cen." 
ire  gauche,  and  received  the  requi- 
site powers  to  proceed  to  its 
formation.  The  proposed  arrange- 
ment comprised  the  following 
names :  M.  Pelet,  minister  of  the 
interior ;  M.  Thiers,  minister  for 
foreign  affairs ;  M.  Dufaure,  mi- 
nister of  public  instruction;  M. 
Vivien,  minister  of  public  works ) 
M.  Sauzet,  minister  of  commerce ; 
marshal  Maison,  minister  of  war ; 
and  admiral  Duperre,  minister  of 
marine. 

Those  gentlemen  assembled  the 
next  day  at  noon  in  council  at  the 
palace.  The  ordinances  for  the 
constitution  of  the  new  cabinet 


were  all  prepared,  and  the  king 
immediately  signed  the  one  that 
appointed  M.  Pelet  minister  of  the 
interior,  which  was  afterwards 
countersigned  by  M.  Girod.  M. 
P^Iet  was  to  affix  his  signature  to 
the  ordinance,  which  was  to  nomi- 
nate M.  Dupin  minister  of  justices 
and  the  latter  was  then  to  coun« 
tersign  all  the  others.  These  pre- 
liminary formalities  having  been 
gone  through,  the  members  of  the 
provisional  administration  retired 
from  the  council  room. 

The  new  ministers  on  their  side 
repaired  to  the  hotel  of  the  presi. 
dency  of  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
with  orders  to  return  to  the  palace 
at  two  o'clock.  During  this  meet- 
ing the  question  of  the  presidency 
of  the  council,  which  had  divided 
its  members  on  the  preceding  day, 
was  agitated  once  more.  M.  Du« 
pin  declared  that  the  difficuUits 
they  must  expect  to  encounter 
would  not  emanate  from  the  cham- 
bers alone,  for  **  the  crown  had  ac- 
cepted but  not  chosen  the  cabinet." 
He  observed,  moreover,  that  they 
must  not  rely  upon  the  doctrinaires 
and  the  anti-parliamentary  faction 
of  the  **  221 "  who  had  thrown 
every  possible  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  formation  of  the  centre 
gauche  cabinet,  and  had  not  per- 
mitted M.  CuninGridaine  to  accept 
the  portfolio  that  had  been  offered 
to  him.  Under  these  circumstances, 
M.  Dupin  observed  that  the  minis- 
try could  not  be  too  strong,  and  he 
counselled  them,  as  the  first  condi- 
tion of  durability,  to  elect  a  real 
and  permanent  president.  This 
office,  it  appears,  that  M.  Dupin 
refused  for  himself,  but  he  ob- 
jected, it  is  said,  to  the  selection  of 
M.  Thiers  or  marshal  Maison. 
The  new  minister,  in  short,  could 
not  come  to  an  understanding  upon 
the  matter;  and  when  every  hope 
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of  an  accommodation  was  at  an 
end,  M.  Passy  repaired  to  the  Tuil- 
eries,  aad  delivered  into  the  king's 
hands  the  powers  with  which  he 
had  invested  him  on  the  preceding 
dav. 

The  apparent  apathy  of  the 
puhlic  left  Louis  Philippe  com- 
paratively at  liberty  to  prosecute 
(if  such  were  his  intentions)  the 
system  by  which  he  was  said  to  be 
wearing  out  the  opposition,  in  the 
hope  that  when  the  season  should 
have  advanced  a  little  further,  the 
chamber  would  consent  to  hurry 
through  the  business  of  the  session 
under  the  present  ministry,  or  any 
other  cabinet  which  his  majesty 
might  appoint  or  accept.  It  was 
moreover  alleged,  with  how  much 
truth  we  are  not  able  to  say,  that 
it  was  the  principal  object  of  the 
court  throughout  the  whole  of 
these  transactions  to  isolate,  reject, 
and  annul  M.  Thiers. 

The  chamber  of  deputies,  how- 
ever, began  at  length  to  exhibit 
an  exception  to  this  indifference. 
Upwards  of  four  months  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  meeting  of  that 
assembly,  on  the  17  th  of  December, 
without  a  single  step  having  yet 
been  taken  to  forward  the  public 
business.  On  the  Srd  of  May, 
M.  Mauguin  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion for  an  address  to  the  crown, 
begging  the  king  to  lose  no  time 
in  choosing  an  administration,  and 
that  from  '*  the  men  who,  while 
devoted  to  the  preservation  of  order, 
were  also  devoted  to  the  principles 
of  constant,  wise,  and  rational 
progress."  When  the  motion  came 
under  discussion  on  the  10th  of 
May,  the  chamber  adopted  the 
principle  of  the  address,  but  re- 
jected the  subsidiary  paragraph,  in 
which  were  vaguely  set  down  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  new 
ca))inet  was  to  be  fprmed*     The 


initiative  of  the  draft  of  the  docu- 
ment was  reserved  for  the  com* 
mittee,  which  the  chambers  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  on  the  following 
day  as  their  bureaux. 

The  object,  however,  of  the 
address,  which  was  in  preparation, 
was  far  more  effectually  precipi- 
tated by  an  unforeseen  occurrence 
of  an  alarming  character.  A 
number  of  men,  amounting  to  at 
least  200,  made  their  appeai*ance 
suddenly  on  the  afternoon  of  Sun- 
day the  12th  inst.  in  the  Rue  St. 
Denis.  A  crowd  of  idlers  were 
attracted  by  their  presence,  and 
they  were  immediately  joined  by 
others  of  their  own  party,  who 
were  dressed  like  themselves  in 
blouses  and  casqueites^  the  ordinary 
apparel  of  the  working  classes. 
They  then  moved  rapidly  down 
the  street,  (the  focus  of  all  previous 
insurrections),  until  they  came  to  a 
stand  before  the  house  of  Lesage 
the  gunmaker,  and  broke  into  the 
premises.  Upwards  of  150  muskets 
and  other  fire  arms  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  with  this  equipment 
the  party  pursued  their  way  lo  the 
Quays.  Here  they  divided.  One 
portion  repaired  to  the  military 
post  on  the  Quai  aux  Fleurs. 
They  summoned  the  troops  to  sur- 
render, and  then,  without  waiting 
for  a  reply,  fired  a  volley,  which 
struck  down  the  sentinel  and 
wounded  the  officer  in  command 
and  a  sergeant.  The  soldiers,  who 
were  principally  conscripts,  then 
laid  down  their  arms.  Having 
achieved  this  feat,  they  proceeded 
to  attack  the  Palais  de  Justice; 
here,  however,  they  were  repulsed 
by  the  municipal  guard,  who  killed 
several  of  them.  In  the  meantime, 
the  military  station  in  the  Place  du 
Chatelet  was  assaulted  by  another 
section  of  the  insurgents,  and 
easily  d^rmed;    and    a    similar 
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successr'  attended  the  detachment 
which  was  directed  towards  the 
Place  de  Greve  to  seize  the  Hotel 
de  Ville.  Having  thus  made  them- 
selves masters  in  less  than  an  hour 
of  the  principal  posts  of  Paris, 
a  general  movement  was  made 
towards  the  classic  ground  of  the 
Rue  St.  Martin.  There  they  began 
as  usual  to  erect  barricades  in  a 
line  from  the  church  of  St.  Marie 
towards  the  Halle ;  and  some 
points,  it  is  said,  were  as  well 
covered  with  these  obstructions  as 
they  were  in  the  days  of  June 
1830.  The  municipal  guards  were 
the  first  to  approach  the  insurgents. 
After  a  heavy  fire,  which  took  but 
little  effect  on  either  party,  the 
latter  at  length  gave  way,  and  fell 
back  upon  the  central  point  al- 
ready mentioned.  Several  detached 
encounters,  with  the  loss  of  many 
lives,  took  place  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  between  the  rioters 
and  the  authorities ;  and  the 
assault,  which  was  evidently  con- 
ducted upon  a  concerted  method, 
would  probably  have  taken  a  still 
more  alarming  character  but  for 
the  wisdom  with  which  marshal 
Gerard,  who  was  immediately 
invested  with  the  military  com- 
mand of  Paris,  had  made  his 
dispositions,  and  the  courage  dis- 
played by  the  national  guards  and 
the  troops  which  were  brought 
with  so  great  celerity  into  the 
action.  The  promptitude  of  these 
proceedings  defeated,  apparently, 
any  hopes  that  the  insurgents  might 
entertain  of  holding  the  position 
which  had  been  selected  for  their 
poi?it  d'appui,  and  after  eleven 
o'clock  on  Sunday  night  they 
gradually  disappeared  from  the 
quarter  in  which  they  had  been 
barricaded.  The  next  morning  an 
enormous  force  of  regular  tioops, 
amounting    near>    it    is    saiil.    to 


50,000  men,  were  within  the  walls 
of  Paris.  All  the  national  guards 
were  under  arms.  The  military 
took  possession  of  the  whole  quarter 
which  the  insui^nts  had  kUely 
occupied,  with  the  streets  which 
had  been  the  theatre  of  their  dis- 
orders, while  numerous  patrols  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  of  the  line 
continued  to  traverse  the  Quays 
and  other  principal  avenues  of  the 
city;  and  thus  the  insurrection, 
which  appears  to  have  been  pro- 
moted by  a  nucleus  of  republicans, 
was  effectually  put  down,  and 
tranquillity  restored  throughout 
the  capital. 

As  an  immediate  consequence, 
it  may  be  supposed,  of  these  events, 
the  king  at  length,  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday  the  12th,  when  the 
emeute  took  place,  appointed  a 
ministry  in  lieu  of  that  which  had 
been  named  ad  interim.  .  It  was 
placed  under  the  direction  of 
Marshal  Soult,  who  accepted 
the  offices  of  President  of  the 
Council  and  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  The  remaining  function- 
aries were 

M.  Teste,  Minister  of  Justice. 

General  Schneider,  Minister 
of  war. 

Admiral  Dupebre,  Minister 
of  Marine. 

M.  DucHATEL,  Minister  of  the 
Interior. 

M.  CuNiN  Gridaine,  Minister 
of  Commerce. 

M.  DuPAURE,  Minister  of  Pub- 
lic Works. 

M.  ViLLEMAiNE,  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction. 

M.  Passy,  Minister  of  Finance. 

And  thus  the  protracted  minis- 
terial crisis  was  brought  at  last,  by 
the  force  of  an  accidental  circum- 
stance, to  an  end.* 


*  The  principal  delinquents  in  th« 
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The    demand   of  a    grant    of  the  same  month.     On  a  division 

10,000,000f.  by  the  minister  of  the  there  were :— for  the  grant  287  ; 

marine,  to  defray  the  expense  of  against  it  26  :  majority  261. 

increasing  the  navy  in  the  existing  The    remaining   items   of   the 

situation  of  affairs,  gave  rise  to  a  supplies  required  for  the  year  were 

debate  on  the  1st  of  July,  which  passed  on  the  19th  of  July,  with 

did  not  terminate  until  the  3rd  of  the  haste   that  had  characterised 

—  their  previous  votes  on  the  subject. 

late  hneute  were  subsequently  broup^ht  On  the  question,  that  the  bill  em- 

to  trial  before  the  court  of  peers.    The  bracing  the  whole  (which  amounted 

leader  of  the  riot,  Armand  Barbes,  a  ^  l,099,913,487f.  or  44,000,000/.) 

gentleman  of  fortune,  was  condemned  to  -j     '          ^.i.              i.       r       .t      t_«ii 

death.    Several  others  were  sentenced  ^°  P^^s,   the  number  for  the  bill 

to  forced  labour  for  life.    The  capital  were  ^  237  ;    the    opponents    43  : 

punishment  was  however  remitted  in  majority  194. 

the  case  of  Barbes,  who  excited  great  the  short  and  ineffective  session 

interest,  by  the  special  act  of  mercy  of  ^  ^     parliament  of   the    4th  of 

the  king.    The    prisoner  Barbes    was  ^     "     p»*"«»"^"»;  "»    ^"^    -^"^  wi 

moreover  charged  with  having  been  an  April,  closed  on  Wednesday  the  7th 

accomplice  in  the  murder  of  lieutenant  of  August.  Nor  were  the  remaining 

Dromneau  in  the  late  affray.  months  of  the  year  marked  by  any 

On  thc2l8tof  June,  the  chamber  of  events  of  an  historic  character,  if 
deputies  commenced,  and  concluded  on  ^  . i_  i  /*  i  ^.i*;. 
the  succeeding  day,  the  discussion  of  T^  fxcept  the  renewal  of  hostilities 
the  staff  bill  of  the  army,  by  which  it  m  the  month  of  December  by  the 
was  proposed  to  fix  at  eight  the  number  sultan  Abd  el  Kader  in  the  pro- 
of the  marshals  in  time  of  peace,  and  yince  of  Algiers,  which  Will  find  a 
twelve  in  the  time  of  war.  The  cham-  ^^^^  /»«*»,^«:^«*  «!«««  :«  ^.,- 
ber,  however,  notwithstanding  the  ef-  °^^^®  convenient  place  m  our 
forts  of  the  ministers,  succeeded  in  re-  succeeding  volume, 
ducing  the  first  figure  to  six. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Spain. — Stale  of  parties — Chambers  prorogued — Efforts  for  the  ap- 
proacking  campaign — Force  of  Christinos  and  Carlists — Viciory  of 
Ayerhe — Marolo — Massacres  six  generals — Expels  his  rivals  Jrom 
the  court — Follows  Esparlero  into  Santander — Van  Halen  at  Segura 
— He  is  superseded  by  Noguera — Espariero  storms  Ramales  and 
GardaminO'-'He  advances  into  Biscay — Maroto  retires-^Espartero 
takes  Orduna — Created,  Duke  of  Victory^^Diego  Leon  in  Navarre — 
Repulsed  from  Estella — Falls  hack  upon  LodosoF-^Caplure  of 
Ripol  by  Count  d'Espagne — Madrid-^  Cabinet  changes^"  Resigna-- 
tion  of  Pisarro,  Chacon,  and  Hompanero — M.  Ximenes  Minister  of 
Finance — Dissolution  of  Cortes — Tithes  re-established — M*  Aston 
succeeds  Lord  Clarendon — Popularity  of  the  late  Minister — JE»- 
partero  occupies  Balmaseda  and  Arceniga — Success  of  CtDonnel  at 
Lucena  and  Tales — Numerical  force  of  the  Army  of  the  north^^ 
Re-appearance  of  Muniagorri — Basques  desirous  of  peace — /ji- 
trigues  in  court  and  camp  of  Don  Carlos — Revolt  a/*  Navarrese 
Battalions — Maroto  suspected — Open  rupture  with  Don  Carlos^^ 
Flight  of  the  latter  to  Lecumberri — Maroto  negociates  nith  Espartero 
—  Convention  of  Berg ar a — Maroto  lays  down  his  arms — March  of 
Espartero  through  Guipuscoa — Carlos  retires  to  Urax — Takes 
refuge  in  France —  Virtual  conclusion  of  the  war^^Meeting  of  the 
Cortes— Queens  Speech — Fueros  Bill — Report  of  the  Committee^-' 
Bill  of  Amnesty — Calatrava  President — Debates  on  Fueros  BiU-^ 
M,  Olozaga's  amendment — Proposed  compromise — Violent  discus^ 
sion  in  Deputies — MM,  Olozaga  and  Alaix — Sentimental  scene  in  the 
Chamber — Bill  passed — Address — Amendment  carried  by  Opposition 
-■^Cortes  prorogued — Resolution  passed  in  anticipation  of  the  event^^ 
Resignation  of  Alaix — Dissolution  of  Chambers.  Portugal.— Gjpai« 
ing  of  Extraordinary  Cortes — Queen's  Speech— Committee  on  dec* 
tions — Ordinary  Cortes  succeed — Ministerial  Address  voted'-^Mims* 
ters  beaten  on  Standing  Army — Resignation  of  Cabinet — New  Ministry 
qfSabrosa — Loa7i  voted — Budget  passed — Session  concludedr^Ijord 
P aimer slon's  Slave  Trade  Bill — Dismissal  of  Sabrosa  Admimstra* 
tion — Cause  of  their  retirement — Count  de  Bomfim  Prime  Minister* 

THE  proceedings  of  the  Spanish  The   truce  tacitly   agreed  to  by 

Cortes,  at  the  opening  of  the  hoth  parties^   had  not    yet    been 

year  1839,  were  not  distinguished  broken.      Split  up    into  gubdivi- 

by  any  interesting  circumstance,  sions,  the  majority  of  the  ehfunber 
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were  not  yet  prepared  to  attack  the 
administration^  though  they,  hy  no 
means  gave  a  decided  adhesion  to 
all  its  measures,  and  the  cabinet, 
on  the  other  hand,  seemed  to  be 
little  more  disposed  to  provoke 
hostilities.  Both  parties  remained 
en  presence  upon  the  arena. 

Little  opposition  was,  therefore, 
made  to  several  bills,  which  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  cham- 
bers. The  queen  was  empowered 
to  organise  a  council  of  state,  upon 
the  French  model,  consisting  of 
thirty  members,  not  under  forty 
years  of  age,  who  had  also  rendered 
important  services  to  their  country. 
It  was  enacted,  that  during  the 
impending  conflict,  any  portion 
of  the  kingdom  was  liable  to  be 
declared  in  a  state  of  prevention  or 
siege.  The  government  was  ena- 
bled to  grant  pensions  to  the  wi- 
dows of  those  generals  who  had 
fallen  in  battle.  A  sinking  fund 
bill  was  also  permitted  to  pass  into 
law.  The  chambers,  moreover, 
agreed  to  a  measure  for  taking  the 
election  of  Alcaldes,  or  mayors,  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  several  muni- 
cipal corporations,  and  vesting  the 
nomination  of  those  officers  in  the 
crown.  The  anniversary  of  the 
constitution  of  1837,  was  appointed 
to  be  kept  as  a  national  festival. 

When  the  chambers  had  dis- 
patched the  more  indispensable 
business  of  the  session,  an  ordi- 
nance appeared  on  the  9th  of 
January,  for  their  indefinite  pro- 
rogation. The  object  of  this  mea- 
sure was  to  enable  the  ministers  to 
apply  themselves  the  more  unre- 
servedly to  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  bring 
the  national  conflict  to  a  determi- 
nate issue  within  the  limits  of  the 
year,  without  the  embarrassing  aid 
of  a  constitutional  legislature. 

With  that  object,  the  chambers 
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had  already  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal all  the  available  resources  of 
this  impoverished  country.  M. 
Pita  Pizarro,  and  general  Alaix 
made  incredible  exertions  in  their 
respective  departments.  The  num- 
ber of  the  national  militia  was 
raised  to  501,458  infantry,  11,615 
cavalry,  5,992  artillery  men,  and 
583  bombardiers.  Of  the  infantry, 
155,209  were  armed ;  of  the  horse, 
7,739  ;  and  5,254  of  the  bombar- 
diers. The  minister  of  war  was 
also  actively  engaged  in  re-organ- 
ising the  cavalry,  tind  providing 
means  for  the  equipment  of  5,000 
additional  horse-soldiers.  Rein- 
forcements were,  at  the  same  time, 
forwarded,  day  by  day,  to  the 
queen's  army  in  Arragon,  where 
Cabrera  carried  on  a  war  of  exter- 
mination. 

In  the  mean  while,  M.  Pita 
Pizarro  had  succeeded  in  realiz- 
ing a  sum  of  40,000,000  reals, 
(400,000/.)  Of  these,  36,000,000 
were  dispatched  to  Espartero,  who 
commanded  the  army  of  the  north ; 
3,000,000  were  paid  over  to  the 
queen,  in  part  payment  of  arrears 
due  on  the  civil  list ;  and  the  re- 
maining 1,000,000  was  divided 
among  the  most  needy  of  the  un- 
fortunate public  officers.  The 
army  of  the  north  alone,  it  would 
appear,  absorbed  a  monthly  sum  of 
62,000,000  reals.  The  other 
camps  and  garrisons  were  in  a  state 
of  great  destitution.  The  army  of 
reserve  of  40,000  men,  which  was 
to  have  been  organised,  in  pursu- 
ance with  the  decree  of  October 
23rd,  was  now  dissolved,  and  ano- 
ther ordinance  suppressed  the  aux- 
iliary junta,  for  the  direction  of 
the  war  department. 

The  military  government  of 
Spain  would  appear  to  have  been 
distributed,  at  this  moment,  in  the 
following  manner,  among  the  ge- 

[2c: 
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nerals  of  the  queen.  General 
Espartero,  whose  influence  was 
predominant,  commandecl  the  army 
of  the  north,  the  most  important 
charge  ;  general  Seoane  command- 
ed in  Gallicia  ;  the  baron  de  Meer 
was  captain  general  of  Catalonia  ; 
the  army  of  the  centre,  which  co- 
vered the  provinces  of  Arragon, 
Valencia,  and  Murcia,  was  under 
the  orders  of  Van  Halen  ;  Count 
Clonard  had  the  supreme  com- 
mand in  the  capital  of  Andalusia ; 
general  Palarea  exercised  the  same 
functions  at  Malaga  ;  Quiroga 
had  the  command  of  Madrid. 

The  relative  forces  of  the  belli- 
gerent parties  in  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  kingdom,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  December,  may  be  thus 
stated.  The  constitutional  army 
consisted  of  213,000  infantry, 
12,500  cavalry,  and  138  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  Carlist  army,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  made  up  of 
58  battalions  of  infantry,  contain- 
ing 55,000  men,  4,000  customs 
officers,  cavalry  4,000,  and  80 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  compari- 
son gives  a  difference  in  favour  of 
the  Christino  army  of  154,000 
infantry,  8,500  cavalry, and48  guns. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  misery 
prevailing  in  the  Spanish  capital, 
is  said  to  have  been  beyond  de- 
scription. Mendicity  had  appeared 
in  the  streets  in  its  most  hideous 
forms.  The  number  of  individu- 
als thrown  upon  private  charity, 
had  been  augmented  to  a  most 
distressing  extent,  by  the  reforms 
recently  made  in  some  of  the  go- 
vernment administrations.  There 
was  but  one  theatre  open  in  all 
Madrid,  and  that  only  twice 
a -week. 

The  campaign  in  Arragon  opened 
on  the  23rd  of  March,  with  an 
encounter  near  Segura,  on  which 
occasion  general  Ayerbc   defeated 


seven  battalions  of  Carlists  under 
Cabrera,  whose  head  quarters  were 
in  that  neighbourhood.  Van  Ha- 
len, the  commander^n-chief^  was 
at  Teruel,  in  the  same  province, 
making  preparations  for  the  siege 
of  Segura. 

On  the  northern  frontier,  Es- 
partero, having  detached  into  Ar- 
ragon, four  battalions,  was  endea- 
vouring to  concentrate  the  remain- 
der of  his  forces  between  Lodosa, 
Lerin,  and  Carcar. 

Maroto  continued  at  Estella  to 
complete  the  equipment  of  his  five 
battalions  of  Castile,  each  of  whom 
were  900  men  strong. 

This  person  had  lately  secured 
his  predominance  by  an  act  of 
signal  atrocity.  His  re-appear- 
ance in  the  ranks  of  the  Carlists, 
took  place,  it  will  be  remerohered, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year, 
shortly  after  the  disgrace  of  the 
provincial  party,  to  whose  jealousy 
of  the  Castilians,  Don  Carlos  had 
attributed  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition against  Madrid  in  1837. 
At  that  period,  the  infante  Don 
Sebastian  had  been  removed  from 
the  supreme  command,  while  gene- 
rals Elio  and  Zariategui,  with 
others  who  commanded  brigades 
and  divisions  under  him,  had  cither 
been  superseded,  or  were  upon 
trial,  on  the  charge  of  having  vo- 
luntarily contributed  to  the  failure 
of  the  enterprise  of  the  preceding 
year.  Cabanes,  the  minister  H 
war,  was  replaced  by  Tejeiro,  a 
crafty  Gallician.  The  generals 
were  condemned  to  die  by  the 
council  of  war ;  but  a  movement 
which  took  place  in  their  favour 
at  Dicastillo,  in  conjunction  with 
the  intervention  of  Maroto,  who 
had  l)cen  just  created  commander- 
in-chief,  induced  Don  Carlos  to 
refuse  his  confirmation  to  the 
judgment. 
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Arias  Tejeiro  together  with  the 
bishop  of  Leon,  and  the  two  con- 
fessors of  the  pretender,  went  on 
Xo  work  diligently  for  the  complete 
ruin  of  the  provincial  party.  The 
rising  of  the  troops,  however, 
which  took  place  against  Tejeiro 
and  the  OjalateroSf  put  an  end  to 
the  execution  of  their  projects. 
Maroto  took  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  from  this  moment  com- 
menced an  inveterate  struggle  be- 
tween the  minister  and  the  gene- 
ralissimo, who  endeavoured,  on  his 
part,  to  conciliate  the  affections  of 
the  troops,  while  Tejeiro  con- 
trived by  his  intrigues,  to  compro- 
mise the  greater  number  of  the 
generals,  by  exciting  them  to  dis- 
obey Maroto.  At  length,  it  would 
appear,  Tejeiro  determined  to 
strike  a  blow,  and  towards  the  end 
of  November,  1838,  he  obtained 
from  Don  Carlos  a  decree  for  the 
removal  of  the  commander-«in. 
chief,  in  whose  place  it  was  pro- 
posed to  substitute  Francisco  Gar- 
cja.  The  ei^ecutipn,  however,  was 
prevented,  by  the  representations, 
it  is  said,  of  the  archbishop  of 
Cuba,  father  Cyril.  But,  although 
neither  Maroto,  nor  his  intended 
successor,  were  aware,  for  some 
time,  of  what  had  been  projected, 
the  subsequent  demeanour  of  Gar- 
cia, vvas  calculated  to  awaken  the 
mistrust  of  his  commander-in- 
chief;  his  part  was,  therefore, 
promptly  taken.  Having  procured 
the  arrest  of  thirteen  general  offi- 
cers, he  carried  them  on  the  17th 
of  February,  1839,  to  Estella. 
Tliey  were  immediately  led  before 
a  military  commission  chosen  by 
himself,  tried,  and  condemned  to 
die,  without  appeal.  The  next 
morning,  six  of  these  unfortunate 
persons,  Francisco  Garcia,  the  late 
commander  -  in  -  chief  Guergue, 
Pablo  Sams,     Carmona,    Ibarrez, 


(under-secietary  to  the  minister  of 
wal*),  and  the  intendant,  Uriz, 
were  brought  out  and  shot  in  the 
church-yard  of  Estella.  The  doom 
of  the  remaining  chiefs  was  sus- 
pended. 

When  the  news  of  these  pro- 
ceedings reached  Don  Carlos,  at 
Tolosa,  he  published,  Feb.  21st,  a 
decree  proclaiming  Maroto  to  be  a 
traitor.  In  order,  perhaps,  to  prove 
that  he  was  no  such  thing,  the 
general  put  his  army  in  march, 
against  his  sovereign.  Don  Carlos 
immediately  withdrew  the  obnoxi- 
ous document,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  burnt  in  every  town  and 
village,  and  issued  another  mani. 
festo,  wherein  he  begged  his  faith- 
ful servant  to  be  pacified  by  this 
reparation.  Maroto  accepted  the 
apology,  and  retired. 

Espartero,  in  th^  meanwhile, 
after  remaining  a  week  at  Lodosa, 
to  collect  his  forces  at  the  ]^bro, 
marched  with  two  divisions  unex- 
pected towards  Victoria,  intending 
to  proceed  from  thence  into  the 
province  of  Santander  in  order  to 
recover  the  ground  which  he  had 
lost  in  the  preceding  year  between 
Balmaseda  and  Hamales.  Maroto 
immediately  sent  the  greater  part 
of  his  battalions  in  the  same  di- 
rection, and  repaired  to  Tolosa  for 
a  personal  interview  with  Don 
Carlos,  whom  he  had  not  met 
since  the  28th  of  February,  escorted 
by  a  battalion  of  infantry  and  a 
squadron  of  horse. 

On  arriving  at  head  quarters, 
April  4,  he  was  received  with 
every  semblance  of  esteem  by  the 
prince  whom  he  had  so  deeply 
humiliated.  Their  mutual  alien- 
ation was  of  course  not  the  less 
deep,  "  but  being  Spaniards,"  says 
the  narrator,  "  they  knew  how  to 
dissemble.**  A  new  state  junta, 
which  was  to  meet  once  a  week 
[2  C  2] 
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was  formed  under  his  auspices  out 
of  members  of  the  late  cabinet^ 
and  the  council  of  state.  Father 
Cyril,  the  Archbishop  of  Cuba, 
^^'as  made  president;  Elio  and 
Zariategui  were  liberated  from  con- 
finement, the  former  being  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Navarre,  the 
latter  receiving  the  command  of 
the  troops  in  that  province.  All 
the  principal  oflfices  were  filled 
with  the  friends  of  Maroto.  His 
military  rivals  had  been  swept,  by 
a  single  coup  de  main  from  his 
path;  the  master  whom  he  had 
humbled  was  in  his  hands,  and 
thus  the  fate  of  the  Carlist  cause, 
so  far  as  it  had  not  already  been  de- 
cided by  the  incapacity  of  the  sove- 
reign, the  intrigues  and  animosi- 
ties of  his  court  and  camp,  and 
the  growing  impatience  of  all  par- 
ties at  this  protracted  and  ineffec- 
tual war,  became  almost  dependent 
upon  an  adventurer,  whose  fidelity 
had  begun  for  some  time  to  be 
called  in  question.  Having  put 
matters  on  the  desired  footing  at 
Tolosa,  Maroto  followed  Espartero 
with  twelve  battalions  into  Santan- 
der,  where  the  latter  appeared  to 
be  preparing  for  decisive  operations. 
The  great  anticipations  which 
had  been  formed  from  the  opera- 
tions in  An-agon,  were  not  destined 
to  be  fulfilled.  After  the  victory 
obtained,  March  23,  by  Ayerbe  at 
Segura,  the  commander  of  the  army 
of  the  centre  broke  up  from  Teruel, 
and  receiving  considerable  supplies 
from  Saragoss  I,  proceeded  to  form 
the  siege  of  Segura,  with  sixteen 
battalions  of  infantry,  1,200  ca- 
valry, and  six  field  pieces.  Ca- 
brera, who  had  fortified  the  posi- 
tion, was  at  the  head  of  an  inferior 
force,  having  no  more  than  nine 
battalions,  and  700  horse,  with 
two  pieces.  No  little  surprise  was, 
therefore  created  wb^n  Van  Halen, 


after  an  ineffectualendeavour  to  pro- 
yoke  the  latter  to  risk  a  battle  in  the 
plain,  suddenly  withdrew  his  forces 
from  before  Segura  without  striking 
a  blow.  He  was  in  consequence 
superseded  immediately  by  General 
Noguera.  On  the  retreat  of  Van 
Halen,  Cabrera  overran  the  whole 
province,  and  became  for  some  time 
the  master  of  lower  Arragon.  .  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  Van  Halen 
and  Cabrera  had  just  concluded 
an  arrangement  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  upon  the  basis  of  the 
Elliot  convention. 

Espartero,  in  the  meanwhile, 
having  quitted  his  position  on  the 
Ebro,  arrived.  May  8,  in  front  of 
the  formidable  lines  of  Ramales, 
and  made  his  dispositions  for  the 
assault.  But  being  prevented  from 
bringing  his  artillery  to  bear  on 
the  fortified  houses  by  the  fire 
from  the  batteries  of  the  neigh- 
bouring fort  Guardamino,  he  found 
it  necessary  first  to  make  himself 
master  of  that  stronghold.  On 
the  first  onset,  however,  the  guns 
that  lined  the  ramparts  of  Guarda- 
mino burst,  and  blew  up  the  d6p6t 
of  gunpowder  and  hand-grenades. 
This  fortunate  occurrence  enabled 
him  to  return  to  the  storming  of 
Ramales.  Notwithstanding  the 
disadvantages  of  their  situation, 
the  slender  garrison  of  150  men  de- 
fended themselves  with  the  greatest 
pertinacity  from  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  two  in  the  afternoon, 
nor  did  they  give  in  before  108  of 
their  number,  together  with  the 
commanding  officer, had  beeneitlter 
killed  or  wounded.  The  next  mea- 
sure of  the  Christines  was  to  in- 
vest Guardamino,  and  open  a  mine 
underneath.  The  garrison,  how- 
ever, would  have  still  held  out,  in 
the  face  of  certain  destruction,  but 
for  the  intervention  of  Maroto, 
vvho  sent  th^iii  or4ers  to  canitulat^. 
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They  were  then  exchanged  for  the 
same  number  of  Christinos^  and 
sent  to  Durango. 

Leaving  Generals  Castaneda  and 
Archemala  in  charge  of  this  im- 
portant acquisition^  Espartero  then 
advanced  upon  Biscay.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  demonstration^  Ma- 
roto,  who  appears  to  have  uniformly 
avoided  an  encounter  with  the 
queen's  troops,  led  a  few  forces  at 
iJbal,  and  retired  upon  Balmaseda. 
But  when  Espartero,  on  the  22nd 
of  May,  carried  Orduna  on  the 
frontier  of  Alava  and  Biscay,  and 
thus  intersected  one  of  the  most 
important  lines  which  the  Carlists 
had  been  able  to  establish^  the 
latter  abandoning  both  Balmaseda 
and  Arciniega,  left  open  the  whole 
road  from  Orduna  to  Bilboa.  By 
the  expulsion  of  the  Carlists  from 
Santander,  observes  Espartero  in 
the  dispatch  which  he  forwarded 
on  this  occasion  to  his  government, 
the  first  operation  of  the  campaign 
had  been  concluded.  The  loss  on 
the  queen's  side  amounted  to  no 
more  than  99  killed  and  741 
wounded.  Colonel  Wylde,  he  ob- 
serves, and  the  other  British  com- 
missioner had  been  present  during 
the  whole  transactions.  For  these 
services  the  successful  general  was 
rewarded  with  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Victory. 

At  about  the  same  period,  Diego 
Leon,  parting  from  Lodosa,  lower 
down  the  Ebro,  advanced  into 
Navarre.  After  gaining  one  ad- 
vantage over  Joachim  Elio,  he 
commenced  an  attack  upon  the 
lines  of  Estella,  in  order  to  open 
the  communication  with  Pampe- 
luna.  Along  the  southern  bank 
of  the  river,  the  forces  of  the 
queen  were  already  established; 
the  recent  good  fortune,  moreover, 
of  the  Duke  of  Victory,  bade  fair 
to  put  them  in  possession  of  the 


whole  country  between  Vittoria» 
Orduna,  and  Bilboa,  and  it  was 
obvious  that  the  acquisition  of  the 
parallel  line,  connecting  Lodosa 
throuffh  Estella  and  Paropeluna 
with  Uie  frontier  of  France,  would 
have  the  effect  of  circurascribinff 
Don  Carlos  within  very  restricted 
limits,  and  intercept  hb  supplies 
from  abroad.  But  the  Cbnstino 
general  failed  on  this  occasion  to 
make  himself  master  of  the  town. 
After  a  fruitless  assault  (with 
11,000  infantry  and  eight  squad- 
rons of  horse),  he  retired  upon 
Pampeluna,  and  .withdrew  the 
whole  of  the  actual  garrison,  and 
leaving  the  place  under  the  pro- 
tection  of  the  national  guard»  re* 
turned  with  these  ausmented  forces 
to  renew  his  operations  upon  Es- 
tella i  a  purpose  which,  however» 
he  saw  fit  for  the  present  to  abaa* 
don,  and  so  fell  back  once  more 
again  upon  his  former  position  of 
Lodosa.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
town  of  Ripoll  in  Catalonia,  was 
taken  by  the  ferocious  Comte 
d'Espagne,  who  entered  the  place 
through  a  breach  twenty  feet  wide, 
after  a  most  heroic  defence.  The 
women  fought  with  the  men,  and 
the  little  garrison  of  500  persons 
sustained  three  times  the  assault 
of  8,000  men.  All  the  women 
and  children  were  put  to  death. 
The  town  was  burnt  to  the  ground^ 
and  900  persons  are  said  to  have 
perished  in  the  flames. 

It  is  now  time  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  the  cotemporary  trans* 
actions  in  the  capital.  Several 
alterations  had  already  been  ef- 
fected in  the  divided  cabinet  of 
M.  Perez  de  Castro.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  the  minister  of 
finance,  M.  Pita  Pisarro,  being 
accused,  it  is  said,  of  having  made 
overtures  to  the  exaltados  whom 
he  was  supposed  to  represent  in 
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the  government,  retired  from  office, 
protesting  that  the  army  of  the 
north  had  hecn  better  supplied 
during  his  administration,  than  at 
any  former  period.  He  had  for- 
warded to  Espartero,  in  the  course  of 
the  three  last  months,  250,000,000 
reals.*  His  abdication  was  followed 
by  the  resignation  of  the  ministers 
of  tlie  marine  and  the  interior, 
Don  Jose  Chacon,  and  Don  Ant. 
Hompanero.  M.  Caramolino  re- 
ceived the  seals  of  the  home  de- 
partment. After  a  considerable 
delay,  M.  Ximencs  succeeded  M. 
Pita  Pisarro,  and  immediately  put 
great  activity  into  his  department. 
Messrs.  l/afont  took,  for  three  years, 
the  lease  of  the  tolls  levied  at  the 
gates  of  the  great  cities,  for  a  sum 
of  32,000,000  reals,  of  which 
14,000,000  was  to  be  paid  on  the 
1st  of  .lune,  the  rest  within  the 
year.  The  bank  was  also  induced 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  go- 
vernment 4,000,000  reals.  These 
were  fortliwith  despatched  to  Es- 
partero, whose  late  operations  had 
also  eftected  a  considerable  rise  in 
the  funds.  It  appears  that  a  coun- 
cil was  summoned  at  this  pericxl, 
to  determine  the  steps  te  be  adojn- 


*  The  receipts  of  the  treasury  during 
Fe!)ruary,  1839,  amounted  to  388,yi.'>,4:i6 
reals,  paid  in  specie  and  paper,  and  the 
expenditure  only  rose  to  205, 65.5, 1 89 
re;ilp.  The  sum  applied  to  the  wants 
of  the  army  durinp^  that  month,  was 
\07y4\'lJ)(i^\  reals.  This  return  was  pub- 
lished, it  appears,  by  order  of  M.  Pisarro 
to  contradict  an  assertion  of  General 
Alaix,  who  stated  that  he  had  received 
nothing  but  protection  paper. 

"^riie  following  return  is  given  of  the 
national  property  sold  in  the  month  of 
Ajiril,  1839.  The  number  of  lots  was 
1,412,  and  the  proceeds  of  their  sale 
amounted  to31,241,600  reals (3 12,41 6/.) 
The  whole  of  the  national  property  dis- 
posejl  of  since  the  commencement  down 
to  the  end  of  April,  fetched  a  sum  of 
920,557,630  reals,  (9,206,576/.) 


ed  with  regard  to  the  municipality 
of  Madrid,  who  bad  actually  {vre- 
sumed  to  summon  queen  Isabella, 
by  the  ordinal  tiiethod,  to  appear 
in  person,  or  by  bet  attorney,  to 
pay  her  share  o^  the  extraordinary 
war  tax.  General  Valdez  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  the  Baron  de 
Meer  in  the  command  of  Catalonia, 
who  returned  to  the  ^vemment 
the  whole  of  the  decorations  which 
he  had  received.  Count  Clonard 
was  likewise  replaced  at  Seville  by 
Don  Jose  Caretala,  who  r^sed 
the  state  of  siege  in  that  city. 
Francisco  Narvaez  became  captain- 
general  of  New  Castile  in  place  of 
General  Quiroga. 

The  gazette  of  the  2nd  of  June, 
contained  at  length  the  fong  ex- 
pected announcement  of  the  dis- 
solution  of  the  Cortes.  They  were 
appointed  to  re-assemble  on  the 
1st  of  September.  It  was  arranged 
that  the  electoral  operations  should 
commence  on  the  24th.  The  re- 
sult however  would  not  be  known 
until  the  5th  of  August,  when 
the  polls  of  the  capitals  of  the 
provinces  would  be  made  up.  The 
same  official  journal  contained  an-^ 
otherroyal  decree  directing  the  tem- 
porary re-establishment  of  tithes, 
*'  in  order  to  minister  lo  the  wants 
of  the  clergy  and  religious  wor- 
ship, and  other  branches  of  puUic 
service,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Cortes,  to  whose  approbation  the 
measure  was  to  be  submitted  in 
the  early  part  of  the  next  sesnon." 
This  notification  is  said  to  have 
given  as  much  offence  to  the  £z- 
altados  as  the  dissolution  of  the 
chambers  to  the  Moderado  party. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  that  at 
this  period  Mr.  Aston  assumed 
the  representation  of  Great  Bri. 
tain  at  the  court  of  the  queen  of 
Spain,  in  the  room  of  the  lale 
minister  Mr.  Villiers,  who^  it  may 
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be  remembered,  had  retired  at  the  opponent.     In  Valencia  the  more 
commencement    of    the    year    to  enterprising  0*Donnel  was  equally 
England,  to  take  his  seat  in  the  fortunate.     On  the  17th  of  July, 
houseof  lords  as  earl  of  Clarendon,  with    14,000    men,    he   attacked 
Lord  Clarendon  would  appear  to  eleven  battalions  of  Carlists  en- 
have  been  very  popular  at  Madrid,  trenched  around  Lucena,  and  thus 
if  we  may  judge  from    the  cir-  relieved   the   commander    Aznar, 
cumstance  that  a  gold  medal  was  who   had  been   shut   up    in    the 
struck   in   honour  of  the   speech  place  without  provisions.     It  does 
delivered  on  the  27th  of  July  in  not  appear  that  Cabrera,  although 
the  house  of  lords,  as  well  as  of  he  was  at  the  head  of  20,000  men 
his  other  eminent  services.     At  a  was  in  a  condition  to  render  any 
meeting  subsequently  held  at  the  aid  to  the  Ijesieging  corps.     A  few 
house  of  general  Quiroga,  the  com-  weeks  later,  the  same  general  sue- 
mittee  determined  to  translate  the  ceeded    in    taking    the   castle  of 
oration,  which  has  been   already  Tales,  after  sixteen  hours  of  hard 
noticed  in  our  account  of  the  par-  fighting.     An  attempt  was  made 
liamentary  session,  and  put  it  in  in  the  course  of  the   assault  by 
the  most  extensive  circulation.     It  Cabrera,    to  break    through    the 
was  also  proiiosed  to  present  the  lines  and  throw  succour  into  the 
noble    peer   with    some   valuable  fortress,  but  without  effect, 
work  of  art.     M.  Arguelles  was  a        The  army  of  the  north  consisted 
member  of  the  committee.  at  this  moment  of  84  battalions  of 
To  return  to  the  military  move-  infantry,  28  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
ments  of  the  armies  in  the  north,  and  45  corps  of  volunteers,  iu  all 
On    the    advance   of    Espartcro,  98,958  men,  together  with  4,403 
June    11,    upon    Balmaseda   and  horses,  533  pieces  of  cannon,  114 
Amurrio,  Maroto,  as  usual,  with-  howitzers,  and  43  mortars.     The 
drew   with  his  artillery,  without  Carlist   army  opposed   to  it   was 
risking   an   engagement,   to    Du-  composed  of  no  more  than  40  bat- 
rango.      The    duke    of    Victory  talions,  8  squadrons^  and  28  vo- 
therefore  made  his  entry   quietly  lunteer  corps,  making  up  32,060 
into    the  vacated    position,     and  men,  with  890  horses,  36  pieces 
having  successively  taken  posses-  of  artillery,  9  howitzers,   and    7 
sion  of  the  surrounding  posts,  be-  mortars.      The  queen's  forces   in 
gan  to  fortify  a  point  which  com-  Arragon    and    Catalonia    bore    a 
manded  the  road  between  Vittoria  similar  proportion  to  the  tixwps  of 
and  A rcinega,  and  between  Ordune  their    adversaries.      M.   Ximenes 
and  Bilboa.  Castanetla  marched  at  contrived  to  fbrward  another  sup- 
the  same  time  into  A  rcinega  and  ply  of  5,000,000  reals  in  specie  to 
Balmaseda.      Before  ,  he    quitted  General  Espartero. 
Balmaseda,  Maroto  had  taken  care         From  the  particulars  which  we 
to   blow  up   the  forts.      In   this  have  collected,  it  will  have  been 
manner  the  constitutional  general  seen     that     the    cause    of    Don 
continued  apparently  to  extend  his  Carlos  was  rapidly  losing  ground, 
lines,  instead  of  entering  at  once  Diego     Leon     pressed    Elio     in 
the  Carlist  territory,  while  the  Car-  Navarre.     In   the   west    a   great 
list  commander  seemed  to  be  only  portion  of  the  provinces  of  Biscay 
anxious  to  avoid  placing  any  ma-  and  Alava  were  already  fallen  into 
teriai  obstacle  in  the  path  of  his  the  hands  of  Espartero^  who  was 
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now  ill  undisputed  possession  from 
Vittoria  in  the  latter  province  to 
Durango,  where  his  head  quarters 
were.  The  Basques  moreover  be- 
gan to  exhibit  their  weariness  of 
the  protracted  civil  war,  Mume- 
gorri  had  reappeared  among  them 
with  the  standard  of  Pazy  Fueros, 
and  it  was  believed,  that  they  were 
quite  prepared  to  make  terms  for 
themselves  upon  the  stipulation  of 
having  their  fueros  secured  to  them. 
As  if,  however,  all  this  concur- 
rence of  calamitous  circumstances 
were  insufficient,  the  chiefs  of  the 
so  called  "Apostolical"  party,  who 
had  been  driven  by  Maroto  across 
the  frontier,  contrived  to  foment 
a  serious  revolt  among  the  Na- 
varrese  battalions,  in  favour,  pro- 
fessedly of  Don  Carlos,  against 
their  general  Maroto.  Under  the 
instigation  of  the  cure  Echavarria, 
they  seized  upon  Vera  and  Urdax, 
with  several  other  places  along 
the  Spanish  border,  and  gave 
themselves  up  to  excesses  of  every 
description.  The  fifth  and  twelfth 
were  more  particularly  signalised 
by  acts  of  atrocity.  General  Elio 
was  sent  to  establish  order,  while 
Castaneda  by  carrying  the  line 
from  Sodupe  to  Agualdo,  with  all 
the  forts  and  artillery,  had  been 
able  to  effect  a  juncture  witb  his 
commander. 

The  event  last  mentioned,  to- 
gether with  the  accusations  which 
•were  openly  preferred  against  Ma- 
roto, who,  indeed,  it  would  ap- 
pear, had  been  for  some  time  in 
communication  with  the  English 
commissioners  and  the  constitu- 
tional general,  tended  to  widen 
the  breach  between  Don  Carlos 
and  his  faithless  servant.  The 
open  rupture  however  did  not 
take  place  until  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust. The  following  is  the  most 
consistent  narrative  which  we  have 


been  able  to  extricate  from  the 
very  confused  cotemporary  no. 
tices  of  the  minute  and  rapid 
transactions  which  eventually  is- 
sued in  the  expatriation  of  the  un- 
fortunate claimant  from  the  soil  of 
Spain. 

The  schism  arose  immediately 
out  of  the  review  of  the  division 
of  Espartero  at  Elorrio.  On  this 
occasion,  the  troops  gave  ''  vivatt" 
for  the  general  as  well  as  the  king. 
The  prince  immediately  exclaim^ 
that  he  was  betrayed,  and  de- 
parted in  wrath  without  concluding 
the  review.  Encouraged  it  would 
appear,  by  the  insurrection  in  his 
favour  at  Vera,  he  repaired  to 
Bergara  in  the  hope  of  setting 
himself  free  from  the  tyranny  (^ 
Maroto. 

In  a  conference  which  took 
place  on  the  succeeding  day  at 
Villareal,  Espartero  ex]^ained  to 
the  other  officers  the  plea  of  pa- 
cification which  was  the  source  of 
the  discontent  of  Don  Carlos.  The 
generals  it  is  said  insisted  that  the 
marriage  of  the  young  queen  with 
the  prince  of  the  Asturias  should 
be  made  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  arrangement.  This  proposal, 
which  had  been  before  rejected^ 
was  accordingly  forwarded  to  £s« 
partero,  who  declined  to  entertain 
it,  and  made  a  forward  movement 
upon  Bergara  and  Elorrio,  at  the 
head  of  a  superior  force.  Being 
unable  to  oppose  him  in  that 
direction,  Maroto  led  his  division 
consisting  of  five  battalions  to 
Aspeitia,  in  order  it  was  said  to 
cover  Tolosa.  On  the  other  hand, 
Don  Carlos  connecting  erroneously 
the  object  of  this  manceuvre  with 
the  advanceof  the  constitutionalists 
gave  out  that  he  had  been  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  theChristinos,  and 
fied  rapidly  across  Guipuscoa  into 
Navarre*    By  his  retreat  to  As« 
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peitia^  Maroto  abandoned  to  £s- 
partero  the  formidable  position  of 
£1  Gueto^  commanding  the  pas- 
sage out  of  Alava  into  Guipuscoa. 
Espartero  accordingly  entered  the 
last  mentioned  province,  and  in- 
vested the  important  town  of  Ber- 
ron  the  high  road  to  Vittoria. 
the  meanwhile,  Don  Carlos 
was  retiring  upon  the  northern 
frontier  of  Navarre,  the  only  por- 
tion of  his  now  disorganised  army 
upon  which  he  could  depend.  The 
Basque  battalions  in  common  with 
the  Castilian  forces,  were  impa- 
tient for  a  compromise. 

From  their  respective  positions 
of  Bergara  and  Aspeitia,  the  ge- 
nerals of  the  Carlist  and  Chris- 
tino  forces,  were,  it  should  seem,  in 
constant  communication,  under  the 
mediation  of  colonel  Wylde  and 
lord  John  Hay,  who  had  been  in- 
structed to  aid  by  every  means  in 
their  power  the  accomplishment 
of  an  arrangement  which  should 
be  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  The 
result  of  these  consultations  was 
a  convention  finally  concluded  at 
Bergara  on  the  3 1st  of  August, 
for  the  pacification  of  the  three 
provinces  of  Biscay,  Guipuscoa, 
and  Alava.  On  the  part  of  the 
queen  in  this  transaction,  Espar- 
tero undertook  to  secure  to  the 
Basque  provinces,  the  possession 
of  their  Fueros,  subject  to  the 
future  revision  of  the  cortes ;  and 
it  was  moreover  covenanted,  that 
the  soldiers  of  the  Carlist  army 
should  be  immediately  admitted, 
on  application,  into  the  service  of 
the  queen,  with  the  rank  which 
they  had  held  under  their  former 
master.  The  Christino  general 
pledged  himself  to  recommend 
most  pressingly  to  the  govern- 
ment the  fulfilment  of  the  over- 
tures made  in  its  name. 

According   to   the  subsequent 


assertion  of  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, the  negotiations  which 
issued  in  the  convention  of  Ber- 
gara, originated  with  the  officers 
charged  with  the  superintendence 
of  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  who 
were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
no  greater  blessing  could  befall 
the  country  than  the  termination 
of  th^  war.  The  proceedings  were 
naturally  subjected  to  many  de- 
lays, but  the  Carlist  chief,  was,  it 
appears,  encouraged  to  commence 
the  transaction  by  the  whole, 
without  exception,  of  the  chiefs 
serving  under  his  orders,  sup- 
ported by  the  significant  intima- 
tion afforded  by  the  mutiny  of  the 
Biscayan  troops,  who  had  become 
too  anxious  for  peace  at  any  price 
to  be  tolerant  of  delay.  When 
the  treaty  was  signed,  Maroto 
with  the  battalions  of  Castile 
made  their  submission.  The  terms 
were  no  sooner  generally  diffused, 
than  twenty-one  Carlist  battalions 
piled  their  arms,  and  entered  un- 
armed into  Bergara,  where  they 
received  each  a  month's  pay.  They 
were  afterwards  ordered  to  resume 
their  arms,  and  march  into  differ- 
ent quarters  to  await  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  cortes.  But  a  few 
Biscayans  only  complied  with  the 
direction,  the  remainder  returned 
to  their  homes,  caring  little  whe- 
ther the  convention  received  the 
sanction  or  not.  The  greater  park 
of  the  Castilians  took  service  un- 
der queen  Isabella.  These  results, 
it  may  be  conjectured,  introduced 
no  little  confusion  among  the 
crowd  of  foreigners,  monks,  ad- 
visers, adventurers,  &c.,  who  were 
living  in  the  Basque  provinces 
until  victory  should  secure  them 
the  dignities  of  the  kingdom. 

The  whole  of  the  royal  road 
from  Vittoria  to  Bayonne,  as  well 
as  the  famous  positions  of  Artebaii| 
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Villareal,  Alara,  Mundragon,  To- 
losa,  Andoain^  and  Ernani,  were 
now  in  the  occupation  of  the  con* 
Btitutional  army.  Don  Carlos  had 
retired  into  the  vallej  of  Liecum- 
berri ;  whither  he  summoned  the 
remains  of  the  disorderly  batta- 
lions of  Navarre  and  Alava.  The 
archbishop  of  Cuba^  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  late  council^  fied  for 
their  lives  across  the  frontier.  His 
ministry  was  once  more  made  up 
of  Echevarria,  Basilio  Garcia, 
Valdcspina,  the  most  violent  of 
the  "  apostolical"  party. 

But  Espartero^  having  concluded 
the  terms  of  the  pacification,  broke 
up  from  Tolosa,  and  led  his  army 
without  interruption  through  a 
country  in  which  for  the  last  five 
years  they  had  not  set  foot. 
Throughout  Guipuscoa  he  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations.  Not 
daring  to  await  his  arrival  at  Le- 
cumberri,  Don  Carlos  withdrew 
into  the  defiles  of  the  Bastan.  From 
Bastan  tlie  prince  fell  back,  with 
the  few  forces  he  could  keep  to- 
gether, to  Elisonda.  He  arrived  at 
Urdax  on  the  13th,  Espartero  still 
pursuing ;  and  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember Don  Carlos,  with  six  Alavese 
and  two  Navarrese  battalions,  pass- 
ed into  France,  accompanied  by 
Elio  and  Nezin  and  his  remaining 
stalK  The  Frendi  government  as- 
Mgued  to  him  the  city  of  Bourges 
for  his  tem|X)rary  residence,  and 
M.  de  Tinant,  the  aid-dc-camp  of 
marshal  Soult  w&s  sent  off  to  es- 
cort him  thither.  Upwards  of 
3,000  soldiers  laid  down  their  arms 
on  the  frontier.  Such  was  the 
virtual  termination  of  this  calami- 
tous and  inglorious  war;  for  al- 
though Cabrera  continued  for 
some  months  to  maintain  his 
ground  in  the  central  provinces,  it 
became  from  that  moment  an  ulti- 
mately  hopeless  strugglei  and  at 


the  commencement  of  the  succeed- 
ing year  he  was  himself  fain  to 
follow  the  fortunes  of  his  master, 
and  take  refuge  with  20,000  men 
in  the  kingdom  of  France. 

A  few  days  before  these  events 
we  have  been  relating,  the  Cortes, 
whom  the  greater  portion  would 
appear  to  have  been  returned  in  the 
int  erest  of  the  Exaltadoes  assembled 
on  the  1  St  of  September.  The  address 
with  which  the  queen  regent  opened 
the  session  alluded  in  very  sanguine 
language  to  almost  every  topicof  fo  • 
leign  or  domestic  interest.  At 
that  period  it  will  be  remembered 
the  convention  of  Bergara  had  not 
been  made  known  in  Madrid.  Her 
majesty  referred  in  the  following 
terms  to  the  recent  achievements 
of  her  arms.  '^  The  army  of  the 
North,**  said  the  queen,  **  after 
opening  the  present  campaign  by 
the  brilliant  operations  of  Ramales, 
Guardamino,  Orduna»  and  Amur- 
rio,  which  were  followed  by  other 
operations  no  less  ably  conducted 
in  Navarre,  penetrated  victoriously 
into  the  very  centre  of  the  enemy's 
country,  where  it  gloriously  car- 
rie<l  the  difficult  positions  of  Villa- 
real,  Urquiola,  and  Areta,  and  is 
now  continuing  its  movements 
with  an  union  and  an  energy 
which  promise  additional  victories. 

*'  The  Army  of  the  Centre  has 
lowered  near  lAicenai  and  with 
fresh  glory,  at  Tales,  the  yinde  of 
a  ferocious  chief.  If  the  war  in 
Catalonia  has  progressed  but  slow- 
ly because  of  circumstances  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  constancy  and  discipline 
of  that  army  will  soon  be  crown- 
ed with  new  victories. 

''  The  rebel  bands  which  infested 
other  provinces  have  either  failed 
or  been  exterminated,  and  thecoun- 
try  is  beginning  to  recover  its  for- 
mer tranquillity  and  confidenoe." 
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The  news  of  the  pacification  was 
received  at  Madrid  with  the  great- 
est public  rejoicings.  On  the  9th 
of  September  the  president  of  the 
council  communicated  the  Bergara 
treaty  to  the  chamber  of  deputies^ 
and  announced  that  he  should  take 
the  first  opportunity  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  confirmation  cf  the 
Fueros  to  the  Basques,  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  first  stipulation  of 
the  convention.  The  chamber  bet- 
ing not  yet  constituted,  no  steps 
could  be  taken,  and  the  notification 
was  therefore  referred  to  the  se*- 
cretartate.  The  next  day,  how- 
ever, the  minister  of  justice  pre- 
sented the  following  project  of  law. 

1.  The  Fueros  of  the  Basque 
provinces  and  of  Navarre  are  con*- 
firraed.  2.  The  government  will 
lay  before  the  cortes,  without  delay, 
and  afbcr  consulting  the  provinces, 
the  modifications  which  it  will 
consider  indispensable  in  order  to 
reconcile  the  interests  of  those  pro* 
vinces  with  the  general  interests  of 
the  nation,  and  the  political  con- 
stitution of  the  monarchy.  A  com- 
mittee was  then  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  bill  proposed  by  the  go- 
vernment. M.  Caballero  read  the 
re|x)rt  on  the  25  th  September. 
The  government  were  however  not 
well  satisfied  with  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  went  in  some  mea- 
sure to  annul  the  effects  of  the 
concession.  They  determined  to 
make  the  counter-project  adopted 
by  the  minority  of  that  body  a 
cal)inet  question.  A  few  days 
later  an  amnesty  bill  was  laid  be- 
fore the  chambers,  but  Cabrera, 
the  comte  d'Espagne,  comte  Ne- 
gri, the  bishop  of  Leon,  Palillos, 
Father  Gill,  and  four  others  were 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
this  measure. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  which 


was  the  first  day  since  the  opening 
of  the  cortes,  that  the  members 
had  assembled  in  sufficient  numr 
bers  to  form  a  house,  M.  Cala- 
trava  was  elected  president.  Tbey 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  di»r 
cussion  of  the  Fueros  biU%  An 
amendment  was  proposed  by  M* 
M.  Olonaga,  Sancho,  Culatrava^ 
which  was  vehemently  combaled 
by  the  ministers.  On  the  evening 
of  the  6th,  however,  it  would  ap- 
pear a  conference  was  held  between 
the  conflicting  parties  to  devise 
means  for  ejecting  a  compromisek 
Before  they  parted.  M.  Olozaga 
consented  to  abandon  his  amende 
ment,  on  the  condition  that  the 
ministers  should  admit  into  thte 
first  paragraph  of  the  biil,  the 
words^  ''  without  prejudice  to  the 
constitutional  unity  of  the  tno- 
narchy." 

On  the  following  evening,  how^ 
ever,  in  the  course  of  a  discussion 
conducted  with  great  violence  and 
jiersonality,  M.  Arra;;ola  let  fall 
some  expressions  which  encouraged 
the  opposition  to  believe,  that  the 
minister  of  justice  intended  not  to 
keep  his  engagement  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  In  consequenee 
of  this  misapprehensioti,  M.  Ok)- 
zaga  brought  forward  once  more 
his  amendment,  and  insisted  with 
great  force  on  its  adoption.  The 
ministerial  project  was  in  a  fair 
way  for  failure,  when  M.  Alaix 
came  adroitly  to  the  aid  of  his 
colleagues  by  an  appeal  to  the  pia- 
triotism  of  the  opposition.  Ad- 
dressing M.  Olozaga,  he  said,  that 
to  hasten  the  accomplishment  of 
peace,  he  could  wish  to  see  htm 
on  the  bench  of  ministers,  giving 
the  aid  of  his  talents  to  the  go- 
vernn»ent. 

M.  Olozaga  replied  that  he  was 
disposed  to  give  all  the  aid  in  his 
power  to  the  government. 
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The  minister  of  war  rising,  and 
opening  bis  arms,  said,  *  Let  him 
come !' 

M.  Olozaga  hastily  quitted  his 
seat,  and  threw  himself  into  the 
arms  of  general  Alaix. 

Shouts  of  joy  here  broke  forth 
in  all  the  galleries,  and  from  all 
the  benches  of  the  deputies,  parti- 
cularly those  of  the  opposition. 
M.  M.  Sancho,  Caballero,  Quinto, 
Alonzo,  Madoz,  and  the  count  de 
las  Navas,  who  had  most  violently 
attacked  the  ministers,  now  went 
and  embraced  them.  The  depu- 
ties of  the  different  parties  em- 
braced each  other,  and  the  public 
in  the  galleries  shouted  *  Peace ! 
Union!  Long  live  Arguelles!  Long 
live  Olozaga !  long  live  the  mi- 
nistry !  long  live  Espartero  !* 

M.  Olozaga  and  the  committee 
declared  that  they  withdrew  their 
amendment. 

After  three  hours  consumed  in 
an  effusion  of  sentiment  not  easy 
to  delineate,  M.  M.  Olozaga  and 
Arrazola  prepared  and  presented 
the  bill  in  the  following  terms. 

^«  Art.  1.  The  fueros  of  the 
Basque  provinces  and  Navarre  are 
confirmed,  without  prejudice  to 
the  constitutional  unity  of  the 
monarchy. 

*'  2.  The  government  as  soon  as 
possible  will  present  to  the  cortes, 
after  having  consulted  the  Basque 
provinces  and  Navarre,  a  project 
of  law  relative  to  the  modifica- 
tion o^  \he  fueros,  conciliating  the 
interest  of  the  provinces  with  that 
of  the  nation  and  with  the  consti- 
tution of  the  monarchy.  The  go- 
vernment is  authorized  to  decide 
provisionally  the  difficulties  which 
might  arise  from  the  charge  of 
rendering  an  account  to  the  cortes." 

It  passed  without  a  dissentient 
voice.  The  president,  M.  Cale- 
trava,    then    said-*-^^  Gentlemen^ 


this  day  makes  me  forget  thirty 
years  of  suffering.  I  am  more 
proud  than  ever  of  being  a  Spani- 
ard. We  have  given  a  great  les- 
son to  the  world,  and  to  nations 
that  pretend  that  Spain  is  not  ripe 
for  liberty." 

The  embracings  ^ere  then  re- 
sumed, and  the  assembly  separated 
amid  shouts  of  joy.  The  bill  pass- 
ed the  senate  on  the  23d  of  Oc- 
tober, llie  debate  on  the  pro- 
posed address  of  the  chamber  of 
deputies  in  answer  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne  commenced  on  the 
2drd,  the  annexed  amendment 
having  been  previously  laid  upon 
the  table: — "All  our  efibrts  will 
prove  unavailing,  if  ministers  have 
not  one  and  the  same  object  in 
view,  and  no  administrationis  prac- 
ticable unless  it  be  homogeneous, 
formed  on  a  constitutional  basis^ 
and  have  in  view  the  welfare  of 
the  country."  The  discussion  was 
maintained  until  October  30,  when 
the  address  was  voted,  together 
with  the  obnoxious  paragraph. 
The  Gazette  of  the  31st  announced 
the  prorogation  of  the  cortes  until 
the  20th  of  November.  The  de- 
puties had  however  adopted,  on 
the  same  day,  in  anticipation  of 
such  a  measure,  90  to  3,  the  reso- 
lution that,  ^*  Spaniards  are  not 
bound  to  pay  taxes  for  any  kind 
of  contribution,  loan,  or  subsidy  of 
any  description,  unless  such  diall 
have  been  previously  voted  by  the 
cortes,  agreeably  to  the  73rd  arti« 
cle  of  the  constitution." 

Several  changes  took  place  at 
this  period  in  the  construction  of 
the  cabinet.  M.  Ximenes  had 
already  resigned  the  department 
of  finance.  Ill  health  had  also  re- 
cently compelled  M.  Alaix,  who 
had  rendered  such  efficient  ser- 
vice to  the  army  of  the  north, 
to  tender  his  resignation.     The 
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cabinet  was  definitively  constituted 
in  the  following  manner: — M. 
Perez  de  Castro,  president  of  the 
council,  and  minister  of  foreign 
affairs.  M.  Arrazola,  minister  of 
justice.  M.  F.  Narvaez,  minister 
of  war.  M.  Jose  de  San  Millan^ 
minister  of  finance.  M.  Montes 
de  Ora,  minister  of  colonies  and 
marine;  20,000,000  reals  were 
forwarded  to  Espartero. 

The  queen  regent  issued,  No- 
vember 19th,  a  decree  for  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Cortes.  The  motives 
of  the  cabinet  were  given  at  con- 
siderable length  in  the  preamble, 
and  signed  by  all  the  ministers 
whose  names  have  just  been  men- 
tioned. According  to  the  26th  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution,  one- third 
of  the  members  of  the  senate  were 
to  be  renewed,  and  the  chambers 
were  directed  to  meet  again  on  the 
18th  of  February,  1840. 

Portugal.  Tlie  government 
had  determined  to  convene  the 
Cortes  before  the  day  appointed  by 
the  fundamental  law,  in  order  to 
obtain  their  authority  for  the  col- 
lection and  application  of  the 
public  revenue  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  extraordinary  session 
was  therefore  opened  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1838,  by  the  queen  in 
person.  Her  majesty  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  negotiations  pending 
with  Rome  would  very  shortly 
issue  in  the  restoration  of  those 
relations  which  had  for  so  many 
ages  existed  between  her  august 
predecessors  and  the  Holy  See. 
With  regard  to  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade,  her  majesty  expressed 
her  regret  that  it  was  not  yet  in 
her  power  to  announce  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trafRc ;  the  day,  however,  she 
trusted,  was  not  far  distant  when 
a  definitive  arrangement  would  be 


made.  With  France,  also,  nego* 
tiatiohs  were  in  progress  with  the 
same  object.  The  interests  of  the 
nation,  continued  the  queen,  re« 
quired  the  total  extinction  of  that 
infamous  traffic,  which,  in  out 
African  provinces,  impeded  civili- 
zation, and  rendered  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  gospel  impossible. 
Turning  to  the  important  topic 
of  finance,  the  queen  assured  the 
chambers  that  the  prospects  of  the 
national  revenue  were  of  a  nature 
to  inspire  great  confidence  among 
the  public  creditors.  The  antici- 
pated securities  that  weighed  so 
heavily  upon  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  public  income  were 
now  in  a  great  measure  redeemed, 
and  bade  fair,  before  the  close  of 
the  year  1839,  to  be  discharged 
altogether.  The  increase,  more- 
over, of  the  grant  to  the  board  of 
public  credit,  had  hitherto  enabled 
it  to  satisfy  the  greater  part  of  its 
liabilities,  and  it  was  hoped  that, 
in  a  short  time,  not  only  would 
the  creditors  of  the  consolidated 
internal  debt  be  secured  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  their  interests  and 
annuities,  but  the  government 
would  have  in  hand  ample  re- 
sources for  new  operations,  wherein 
the  just  demands  of  the  other 
creditors  to  the  state  would  meet 
with  attention.  Adverting:  to  an- 
other  matter,  in  which  the  national 
faith  was  deeply  pledged,  her 
majesty  observed,  that  it  had  been 
found  impossible  to  discharge  the 
dividends  of  the  debt  contracted 
with  foreign  powers  since  the  first 
half  of  the  year  1837.  The  com- 
petent minister  would,  however, 
present,  if  possible,  to  the  house  on 
an  early  occasion  a  proposal  for 
the  punctual  redemption  of  this 
liability. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed 
to  examine   the  legality   of   the 
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diplomas  of  Uieir  several  col- 
leagues, as  well  as  a  second  com. 
mittee  to  scrutinise  the  powers  of 
the  first.  The  Septemhrists  and 
Chartists  appear  to  have  heen  aheut 
equally  represented  in  these  bodies. 
Great  anxiety  was  exhibited  to 
bring  their  labours  to  a  termina- 
tion, in  order  to  make  way  for  the 
paramount  exigencies  of  the  state  ; 
and  the  report  was  accordingly 
laid  upon  the  table  on  the  2Gth  of 
December.  The  only  elective  dis- 
trict unaccepted^  was  the  city  of 
Braga. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  delay 
occasioned  by  these  preliminaries 
having  prevented  the  constitution 
of  the  lilxtraordinary  Cortes  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  as- 
sembled, the  government  was  au^ 
thorised  by  a  royal  decree  to 
continue  the  collection  of  the  public 
rents  until  the  ordinary  Cortes 
should  make  legal  provision  for  the 
same.  The  extraordinary  session 
was  closed  by  commission  on  the 
2nd  of  January,  and  the  opening 
of  the  regular  Cortes  directed  to 
commence  immediately  thereupon 
in  virtue  of  the  42nd  article  of  the 
political  constitution.  The  cham- 
bers then  proceeded  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  elections,  which,  after  a  debate 
of  some  days'  duration^  was 
eventually  passed. 

It  was  ndt  till  the  23rd  of  Feb- 
ruary that  the  long  debates  upon  the 
address  were  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion. The  principal  political  at. 
tucks  were,  as  usual,  directed 
against  the  minister  of  war,  M.  de 
Bomtim,  but  the  count  defended 
himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
chambers,  and  the  measures  of  the 
ministers  obtained,  in  consequence, 
upon  every  point,  a  majority. 
They  did  not,  however,  long  retain 
the  support  of  the  chambers.     On 


the  27  th  of  March  a  motion  yruM 
brought  forward  for  the  purpose 
of  fixing  the  future  numerical 
force  of  the  standing  army*  The 
number  proposed  by  ministers  was 
27,000.  A  division  took  place, 
on  which  occasion  they  were  un- 
expectedly left  in  a  minority  of 
20«  The  opposition  desired  to 
lower  the  amount  to  15,000 ;  but 
it  was  ultimately  fixed,  on  the 
motion  of  M.  Silva  Pereira,  bro« 
ther  of  count  das  Antas,  at  21^000, 
6,000  of  whom  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  absent  on  leave.  In 
consequence  of  this  discomfiture, 
the  cabinet  resigned  en  masse, 

After  a  crisis  of  some  duration, 
the  new  ministerial  arrangements 
were  at  length  concluded  without 
the  necessity  of  closing  the  cartes. 
On  the  16th  of  April  the  queen 
sent  for  the  baron  Ribeira  de  Sa- 
brosa.  After  pointing  out  the  im- 
practicability of  effecting  a  coalition, 
he  was  bonoured,  it  appears,  with 
a  carte  blanche.  He  succeeded^ 
on  the  same  day»  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  cabinet  taken  entirely 
from  the  left  or  septenibrist  side  of 
the  chamber.  The  nolale  premier, 
who  was  also  the  minister  of 
war,  undertook,  ad  interim,  the 
charge  of  the  foreign  office.  Gomez 
da  Silva  Sanchez  became  minister 
of  the  interior^  Cardozo  da  Cunha 
e  Araujo,  minister  of  justice  and 
ecclesiastical  affairs^  Manuel  An- 
tonio da  Carvalho  ret|uning  the 
portfolio  of  finance. 

M.  da  Carvalho,  after  much 
opposition^  obtained  sanction  of  tbe 
cortes  to  raise  a  loan  of  1,400 
contos  de  reis  (320,000/.)  to  cover 
the  deficit  of  the  last  year;i  in  the 
shape  of  a  vote  of  confidence,  by 
mixed  operations  of  government 
scrip  and  cash.  The  budget  was 
hastily  gone  through  on  the  22nd 
of  July,  after  a  sitting  of  nine 
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hours,  and  approved  by  the  senate 
on  the  following  day.  The  sum 
granted  to  the  government  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  next  year  was 
1 1,500  contos  de  reis.  The  pro- 
ject for  the  pavment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  foreign  loan  was 
deferred  for  a  future  period,  al- 
though it  appears  that  the  premier 
and  the  minister  of  finance  were 
sincerely  desirous  to  have  the  law 
for  consolidating  the  debt  pasted 
by  the  ohambera  before  they  finally 
roae.  The  session  was,  howevev, 
closed  by  commission  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

In  another  part  of  our  volume^ 
we  have  already  given  soine  ac- 
iGOunt  of  the  bill  which  Lord  Pair 
merfiton  found  it  advisable  to  bring 
inta  parliament,  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  carried  on  under  the  Portu- 
guese flag,  in  eonsequencB  of  the 
recent  ultimate  failure  of  the  long 
negotiations  which  had  been  en- 
tertained with  the  government,  qf 
Portugal  on  the  subject.  The  bill, 
on  its  arrival,  created  no  little  dis? 
satisfaction  in  Lisbon,  and  the 
author  Df  the  measure  was  loudly 
charged  with  hostility  to  Portugal. 
A  great  estrangement  prevsuled 
during  the  wbcJe  year  between 
the  government  of  the  queen  of 
Portugal,  and  the  British  cabinet, 
who  would  indeed  appear  to-have 
had  but  too  good  grounds  for  dis- 
satisfaction. 

The  cabinet  of  M.  de  Sabrosa 
was  not  destined  to  outlive  the 
year.  On  the  26th  of  November 
they  were  superseded  by  the  fol- 


lowing gentlemen :-— the  count  de 
Bomfim,  president  of  the  council, 
and  secretary  at  war ;  Costa  Ca- 
bral,  minister  of  justice;  Antonio 
da  Fonseca  Magalhaes,  minister  of 
the  interior ;  viscount  da  Carreira, 
minister  for  foreign  affairs ;  count 
de  Villa  Real,  minister  of  the 
maHnei  P^reira  Ferraz,  finance 
minister. 

The  queen,  it  is  believed,  was 
Gompellei  to  chanfie  her  adviiNii 
in  oonsequencei  of  the  d^oiand 
made  by  the  Pritiah  upon  the  For- 
tugu^e  government,  tax  the  pay- 
ment, not  only  of  the  evp^ises 
incuired  by  the  British  wwipis. 
sariat  on  account  of  Portugal  in 
1826,  but  also  for  the  immediate 
payment  of  the  long  pending  fiivil 
and  military  claima  due  to  the 
subjects  of  Qreat  Britain.  Among 
these  were  the  arream  of  hal^pay 
due  to  the  officers  who  had  aovved 
in  the  Portuguese  areoies  during 
the  Peninsular  war,  with  the  pen- 
sions of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
Viscount  Beresford,  &e« ;  amount- 
ing, with  the  interest  at  5  per 
pent. ,  to  375,475/.  The  requisition 
was,  it  is  said,  accompanied  by  a 
menace  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
non-coippliance,  the  British  go- 
vernment would  think  it  nooefiflsry 
to  resort  to  measures  more  stringent 
than  negotiation. 

The  new  ministerial  arrange- 
ments would  appear  to  have  given 
satisfactioOf  Like  their  septem- 
brist  predecessors,  they  thou^t  it 
necessary  to  avow  their  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  inte^ity  of 
the  constitution  of  1838. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Belgium.— TVmVonfl/  Question — Territorial  Provisions  of  the  24 
Articles — SuniLmary  of  the  previous  conduct  of  the  two  States  in 
relation  to  those  proposals — Determination  of  the  Five  Powers---' 
Their  Protocol  of  Dec,  6,  with  the  appended  Notes-^24f  Articles 
presented  as  their  ultimatum,  with  certain  modificationS'-^Conse- 
que?ices  of  a  refusal  stated  on  the  part  of  either  Kingdom — Accession 
of  France  to  the  Decree  of  the  Conference — Holland  accepts  the 
Treaty — Belgian  Foreign  Minister  recommends  the  adoption  in  [the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  submits  a  Project  of  Law  enabling  the 
King  to  accede  to  the  Articles — Motion  referred  to  the  Sectiojts—^ 
Favourable  report  of  the  Central  Section,  who  submit  a  Bill — Long 
and  vehement  debates  in  the  Belgian  Chambers — The  Bill  is  Jinally 
carried^  and  afterwards  passes  the  5e«a/e.— -Hanover. — Assembling 
of  the  States  General — Proclamation  of  the  King  annulling  the  Con-' 
stitution  of  1833  in  favour  of  that  of  1819 — Statement  of  the 
reasons  for  this  Measure — Creation  of  New  Council  of  State  in  place 
of  the  Old  Privy  Council — Its  Constitution — Speech  of  the  Kins  on  the 
opening  of  that  body — Chambers  of  Hanover  protest  against  the  Con~ 
stitution  of  ]  Sid—They  are  prorogued,  and  convoked  for  the  2Sth 
of  May — Proclamation  of  the  King — Final  Judgment  of  the  Diet, 
by  which  the  Constitution  of  1833  is  annulled  and  that  ^1819  de* 
dared  to  be  in  force — The  Diet  persist  in  declining  to  interfere  in 
tlie  arrangement  of  the  Constitution  between  the  King  and  the  States 
— Effect  of  this  decision — In  consequence  of  overtures  from  the  States, 
the  King  appoints  a  Commission  to  submit  proposals  for  their  con* 
sideration  on  the  subject, --Turkey.— Martial  Preparations  of  the 
Sultan  for  Invading  Syria— Proceedings  of  Ibrahim  Pasha — Efforts 
of  the  European  Powers  to  prevent  hostilities  between  the  parties''^ 
Proposals  of  Mehemet  All — Sultan  determines  to  proceed-^-The 
reasons  alleged  by  him  for  going  to  war — Declaration  read  in  oil  the 
mosques— Fleet  weighs  anchor — Address  of  the  Sultan  on  hoard  the 
admiral's  ship— Troops  of  the  Sultan  move  upon  Syria — Advance 
of  Ibrahim  from  Aleppo — Battle  of  Nezib — Utter  rout  of  Seraskier 
'—Mission  of  M.  Caillier — Death  of  the  Sultan — He  is  succeeded  by 
his  Sofi  Abdul  Nedgib — Kosrew  Pasha  becomes  Grand  Vizier-^ 
Other  Cabinet  changes — Recal  of  Hajiz  Pasha^^Treachery  of  the 
Capitan  Pasha^  who  carries  the  Fleet  to  Alexandria — Proposals  (if  the 
Sultan  to  the  Pasha  of  Egypt — Reply  of  the  Pasha — Mehemet  Ali^e 
Circular  to  the  different  Pashas  of  the  Empire^^Note  of  the  Amba&» 
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$adors  at  Constantinople  to  the  Sultan,  proposing  to  undertake 
conjoin  til/  the  discussion  of  the  Eastern  question  —  Circular  qf 
Marshal  Soult — Sanctioned  by  the  other  Powers — Proposed  con* 
ference  at  Vienna — Refusal  of  Russia  to  send  a  re//resentative  — 
Conference  removed  to  London — Mission  of  M.  Brunow^^M,  Pontois 
succeeds  Admiral  Roussin  as  French  Ambassador  at  the  Porte — Pro^ 
tnulgation  of  the  celebrated  Haiti  Sherif  of  Gulkhaneh 


THE  close  of  the  year  1838  left 
the  territorial  differences  be- 
tween Belgium  and  Holland  still 
unadjusted.  The  troops  of  the  liti- 
gant parties  continued  to  assemble 
on  the  disputed  frontiers ;  an  army 
of  observation  had  alreadv  been  dis- 
patched  in  the  same  direction  by 
France,  whose  opinion  had  been 
less  clearly  pronounced  on  the 
question  than  that  of  the  remain- 
ing powers;  while  Prussia,  the 
other  limitrophe  state,  made  on  her 
side  similar  dispositions,  and  was 
preparing  to  call  out  the  Land- 
wehr  of  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  question  was,  however,  in 
train  for  its  final  solution.  But 
before  we  give  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  point  in 
dispute  was  at  length  adjusted  by 
the  conference  of  London,  with  the 
reluctant  concurrence  of  the  Bel- 
gian nation,  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  recal  to  the  mind 
of  the  reader  the  territorial  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  the  treaty 
of  the  24  articles,  to  which 
Belgium  had  already  acceded 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1831, 
and  which  still  constituted  the 
ultimate  proposition  made  by  the 
conference  to  that  power,  now 
that  she  had  in  her  turn  refused 
to  come  into  the  stipulations  which 
had  been  so  long  rejected  by  the 
king  of  Holland. 

The  first  article,  then,  of  the 
treaty  of  London  declared  that  the 
Belgic  territory  should  be  com- 
posed of  the  eight  provinces  of 
South    Brabant,    Liese,   Namur, 
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Hainault,  East  and  West  Flanders, 
Antwerp  and  Limburg,  as  they 
formed  part  of  the  late  kingdom  of 
the  Netherlands,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  part  of  Limburg  which 
was  afterwards  given  to  Holland 
by  article  4^  and  also  of  the  portion 
of  Luxemburg  indicated  in  ar- 
ticle 2. 

The  second  article  divided  Lux- 
emburg by  a  line  drawn  from  the 
French  to  the  Prussian  territory, 
across  the  grand  duchy,  a  little  to 
the  east  of  Arlon  and  Bastogne. 
The  portion  to  the  east  of  this 
line,  comprising  about  two-fifths 
of  the  territory  of  the  grand-duchy, 
the  city  and  fortress  of  Luxem- 
burg, and  160,000  inhabitants  is 
assigned  to  Holland;  the  re- 
mainder, lying  west  of  the  line,  to 
Belgium. 

It  was  declared  in  the  third, 
that,  for  the  cession  made  in  the 
preceding  article,  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  grand  duke  of  Lux- 
emburg, should  have  a  territorial 
indemnity  in  the  province  of 
Limburg. 

Accordingly,  the  fourth  article 
gave  to  the  king,  either  in  the 
quality  of  grand  duke  of  Luxem- 
burg, or  to  be  united  with  Holland, 
the  foUowing  portions  of  Limburg : 
viz.  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Meuse, 
in  addition  to  the  ancient  Dutch 
enclaves,  the  whole  district  com- 
prised between  the  Mouse  on  the 
west,  the  Prussian  frontier  on  the 
East,  the  province  of  Liege  on  the 
south,  and  Dutch  Guelders  on  the 
North;  and  on  the  left  bank  of 
[2  U] 


402]      ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1839. 


the  Meiise,  the  district  lying 
north  of  a  line  drawn  from  the 
southernmost  point  of  North  Bra- 
bant to  the  Mouse  near  Steven- 
wardt.  The  ancient  Dutch  enclaves 
on  the  left  of  the  river  were  to  be- 
long to  Belgium,  except  the  city  of 
Maestricht,  which  was  to  be  made 
over  in  total  sovereignty  to  Hol- 
land. The  population  of  the  por- 
tion of  Limburg  thus  assigned  to 
Holland,  was  185,000;  it  includes, 
besides  Maestricht,  the  fortresses 
of  Ruremonde  and  Venloo. 

It  was  provided  by  the  fifih 
article,  that  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands should  come  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  Germanic  con- 
federation and  agnates  of  the 
House  of  Nassau,  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  the  articles  3  and  4. 

By  means  of  these  exchanges,  it 
will  be  observed,  that  the  treaty 
gave  Holland  a  means  of  direct 
communication  along  the  Meuse 
from  Venloo  to  Maestricht,  and  a 
contiguous  line  of  frontier  between 
Belgium  and  Prussia.  It  was, 
however,  stipulated  on  behalf  of 
the  latter  power,  that  she  should 
continue  to  have  a  free  transit  to 
Germany,  both  by  the  existing 
roads,  and  any  other  she  might 
afterwards  make. 

The  treaty  was  submitted  to  the 
Belgian  legislature,  and  carried  by 
a  majority  of  59  over  38.  The 
law  passed  Nov.  7,  1831,  and 
the  convention  was  accordingly 
formally  concluded  between  Bel- 
gium and  the  five  courts.  No 
endeavours,  however,  could  prevail 
upon  Holland  to  accede  to  the 
agreement,  and  Belgium  requested 
the  conference  to  compel  her  com- 
pliance by  the  application  of  coer- 
cive means.  The  proposal  was 
entertained  by  the  conference  on 
the  1st  of  October,  183*2,  and  it  is 


accordingly  recorded  in  the  pro- 
tocol of  that  date,  that  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  France  and 
England,  recognising  that  a  duty 
remained  to  be  performed  by  them, 
proposed  to  the  other  powers, 
parties  to  the  conference,  to  com- 
pel the  adherence  of  Holland  to 
the  24  articles.  The  plenipo- 
tentiaries, however,  declared  that 
they  could  not  associate  themselves 
in  any  forcible  measures,  and  this 
led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  con- 
ference. They  were  not  prepared, 
it  appears,  to  go  further  than  to 
permit  Belgium  to  deduct  her  war 
expenses  from  monies  due  to  Hol- 
land. This  proposal  failed  to 
satisfy  the  two  former  powers, 
who  accordingly  entered,  Oct.  22, 

1832,  by  themselves,  into  a  con- 
vention for  the  employment  of 
more  stringent  expedients.  They 
laid,  as  the  reader  may  remember, 
an  embargo  upon  Dutch  vessels, 
blockaded  the  Scheldt,  and  by  the 
second  intervention  of  a  French 
army,  restored  to  Belgium  the 
citadel  of  Antwerp. 

By    the    convention    of   May, 

1833,  the  territorial  question  was 
placed  upon  the  basis  of  uti 
possidetis,  until  the  conclusion  of  a 
definitive  treaty;  the  rivers,  in 
the  meanwhile,  were  opened  to 
navigation,  freedom  of  land  com- 
munication established ;  and  this 
provisional  state  continued  until 
the  year  1838,  when,  as  we  bare 
already  related  in  our  last  volume, 
the  question  was  again  brought 
before  Europe  by  the  king  of 
Holland. 

These  conventions  left  the  king 
of  the  Belgians  in  the  temporary 
occupation  of  the  whole  of  Luxem- 
burg and  Limburg.  It  was  there- 
fore not  unnatural  for  him  to 
exhibit  some  reluctance  to  fulfil 
the  terms  which  Holland  had  for 
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five  years  refused  to  sanction,  but 
was  at  length  disposed  to  ratify^ 
at  a  time  when  his  precarious 
kingdom  had  become  consolidated, 
and  the  districts  had  been  so  long, 
with  however  invalid  a  title,  in  his 
peaceable  possession.  The  argu- 
ments alleged  on  either  side  have 
been  already  stated  in  our  preceding 
notice.  We  may,  however,  make 
the  observation  which  was  ably 
maintained  by  count  Mole  in  his 
early  conflicts  with  the  coalition 
in  the  Parisian  chambers,  that 
whatever  reason  Belgium  might 
have  to  consider  the  treatment 
pursued  towards  her  as  hard  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  she 
could  have  no  pretence  for  re- 
leasing herself  on  that  account 
from  obligations  formally  con- 
tracted with  the  five  powers, 
should  they  persist  in  holding  her 
to  the  rigorous  performance  of 
those  engagements. 

The  ultimate  determination  of 
those  powers  may  be  collected  from 
the  following  analysis  of  the  pro- 
tocol, with  the  appended  notes, 
which  was  drawn  after  the  con- 
ference of  Dec.  6,  1838.  The 
papers  will  be  found  at  length  in 
our  appendix.  In  the  minute  in 
question,  after  acknowledging  the 
reception  of  the  note  (A)  in  which 
the  Austrian  and  Prussian  ambas- 
sadors, acting  as  agents  for  the 
Germanic  Confederation,  call  the 
attention  of  the  three  remaining 
ministers  to  certain  documents 
published  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  at  Brussels,  which  gave 
evidence,  they  conceived,  of  a  dis- 
position to  refuse  the  restitution  of 
certain  portions  of  territory,  se- 
cured by  a  solemn  treaty  to  the 
Germanic  confederation,  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  five  powers 
place  upon  record,  that  in  consi- 
deration  of   the    negotiations   in 


which  they  had  been  engaged  sub- 
sequently to  the  overtures  made^ 
March  14,  by  the  king  of  Holland, 
they  had  resolved  to  propose  to  the 
contending  parties  the  modified 
treaty  (B)  for  the  speedy  consoli- 
dation of  the  general  peace.  They 
further  observe,  that  the  subjoined 
draughts  (C  and  D)  of  the  two 
notes  intended  to  be  presented  ait 
final  proposals  to  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  Netherlands  and  Bel- 
gium, with  the  annexed  draughts 
(E  F  G)  of  treaties  to  be  con- 
cluded between  the  five  powen 
and  Holland,  between  Holland 
and  Belgium,  and  between  Bel- 
gium and  the  five  powers,  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  all  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries with  the  exception 
of  the  French  minister,  who  had 
however,  taken  the  documents  ad 
referendum.  A  hope  was  more- 
over expressed  that  the  French 
cabinet  Would  see  the  advantage 
of  co-operating  in  the  same  peace* 
able  intentions,  by  enabling  its  re- 
presentative to  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed arrangement. 

The  first  of  these  notes  con* 
tained,  as  we  have  menticmed,  the 
protest  on  the  part  of  the  agents 
of  the  Germanic  Confederation. 
The  second  was  the  proposed  treaty 
of  twenty-four  articles,  which,  as 
will  be  seen,  on  referring  to  the 
appendix,  had  undergone  no  mo- 
dification in  respect  of  the  territo- 
rial question.  The  principal  altera- 
tions effected,  were  certain  new 
regulations  relating  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Scheldt,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Belgian  share  of  the 
debt  to  5,000,000  florins.  In  the 
two  next  instruments,  designated 
as  C  and  D,  communicating  to  the 
two  parties  interested  the  adjust- 
ment proposed  by  the  conference, 
the  plenipotentiaries  also  state 
what  the  consequences  would  b« 
C2D2] 
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of  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  either 
government  to  accede  to  the  terms 
in  the  event  of  their  being  accepted 
by  the  others.      If,  say  they,  (C) 
the  cabinet  of  the  Hague  should 
refuse  the  above  conditions,  while 
Belgium  accepted  them,  the  under- 
signed, though  deploring  their  not 
having  effected   an   arrangement^ 
by  means  of  conciliation,    would 
nevertheless  continue  to  watch  in 
common  over  the  maintenance  of 
peace  between  the  two  countries. 
If,  however,  (D)  the   cabinet   of 
Belgium  should  reject  the  said  pro- 
posals,    while    Holland    accepted 
them,   it  would  only  remain  for 
the  powers  represented  in  the  con- 
ference to  decide  on  the  means  for 
enforcing    the    rights   which    the 
king  of  Holland  would  have  ac- 
quired, 

A  note  was  subsequently  pre- 
sented by  Belgium,  Jan.  14,  pro- 
posing to  pay  the  sum  of  60,000,000 
francs  for  the  territory  to  be  re- 
stored to  Holland,  but  the  decision 
of  the  Germanic  Confederation  did 
not  allow  the  overture  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  The  same  pro- 
tocol of  Jan.  23,  1839,  which 
makes  known  this  circumstance, 
takes  account  of  the  adhesion  of 
the  French  plenipotentiary  to  the 
minute  of  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber. 

The  determination  of  the  French 
government,  when  it  became  known, 
was,  of  course,  a  heavy  blow  to  the 
party  in  Belgium,  who  continued 
to  build  their  hopes  upon  the 
countenance  of  France,  and  the 
support  of  the  numerous  party  in 
that  country,  who,  already  deeply 
disgusted  with  the  system  of  non- 
interference pursued  with  regard 
to  Spain  by  the  cabinet  of  M. 
Mole,  and  the  recent  withdrawal 
of  the  French  troops  from  Anconu, 
professed  to  behold  in  the  abandon- 


ment of  Belgium  the  consumma- 
tion of  national  dishonour. 

The  cabinet  of  the  Hague  ac- 
cepted the  proposals  of  the  23rd  of 
January  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1839.     The  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  observed,  Feb.   18,  in  the 
Belgian  chambers,  with  reference 
to  this  decision,  that  so  long  as  it 
was  not  absolutely  certain  what 
part  the  king  of  Holland  would 
adopt,  there  was  room,  however 
small,  for  the  endeavour  to  obtain 
a   more  favourable  result.      The 
question,  however,  was  now  ma- 
terially altered.      The  plenipoten- 
tiaries had  now  declared,  that  the 
assent  of  the  government  of  the 
Hague  made  them  consider   the 
negotiation  as  closed  with  regard 
to  the  king  of  the  Netherlands. 
It  was,   therefore,  impossible  for 
them  to  entertain  any  new  pro- 
posals, or  admit  the  project  for  a 
money  commutation  presented  by 
the   Belgian  government.     With 
these  facts  before  them,  said  the 
foreign  secretary,  the  government 
had  become  convinced  that  they 
could   not,    with    safety,    refrain 
from   asking  the  consent   of  the 
chambers  to  subscribe  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  23rd  of  January,  in 
which  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  of 
Nov.  15,  concerning  the  territory, 
were  repeated.     They  deeply  la- 
mented the  failure   of   all  their 
efforts  on   this  important  point; 
there  was,  however,  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  acquiesce,  or  to  take 
up  a  position  of  fruitless  hostility 
to  the  five  powers,  who  had  again 
bound  themselves  by  formal  con- 
ventions.  The  minister  then  went 
at  a  considerable  length  into  a  re- 
capitulation of  the  negotiations  of 
the  preceding  years.     He  spoke  of 
the  important   reduction    of   the 
quota  of  the  debt  imposed  on  Bel. 
gium^  and  observed^  thatj  with  r^v 
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spect  to  the  toll  on  tlie  Scheldt, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them 
from  requiring  from  Holland  a 
fixed  annual  sum,  while  the  re- 
duction of  the  military  establish- 
ments, and  the  increase  of  com- 
merce, would  abundantly  compen- 
sate for  the  burthen  of  the  river 
toll.  The  minister  concluded  bv 
proposing  two  projects  of  law — 
1.  To  authorise  the  government  to 

Xthe  proposed  treaty,  and  2.  to 
w  such  inhabitants  of  Limburg 
and  Luxemburg  as  should  choose 
to  emigrate  and  settle  in  Belgium, 
the  rights  of  Belgium  subjects. 

After  a  violent  debate,  the  pro- 
ject of  laws  was  at  length  referred 
to  the  sections.  An  analyiiis  of  the 
votes  in  the  different  bureaux,  show 
that  the  treaty  was  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  forty-two  over  thirty- 
nine  out  of  the  ninety-eight  mem- 
bers composing  those  bodies.  Seven- 
teen abstained  from  voting.  M. 
Dolez  delivered,  Feb.  28,  the  re- 
port of  the  central  section.  It 
concludes  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— "Consequently,  and  always 
declaring,  that  it  has  only  bowed 
to  the  empire  of  necessity,  the 
central  section  has  the  honour  of 
proposing  to  you  the  adoption  of 
the  project  of  law,  which  you  will 
find  with  the  modifications  which 
it  submits  :— 

'^  Considering  that  by  their  act, 
under  the  date  of  the  23rd  of  Jan. 
1839,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
five  powers,  united  in  conference 
in  London,  have  submitted  to  the 
acceptance  of  Holland  and  Belgium 
the  basis  of  the  separation  of  the 
two  countries  (see  article  68  of  the 
constitution)  and  the  law  of  the 
7th  November,  1831),  we  have  in 
conjunction  decreed,  and  we  order 
as  follows; — 

**  Only  article.  —  The  king  is 
authorised   to  conclude  and  sign 


the  treaties  which  regulate  the 
separation  between  Holland  and 
Belgium,  in  conformity  with  the 
said  acts  dated  23rd  of  January, 
1839,  under  the  conditions  and  re- 
servations which  his  majesty  may 
deem  useful  or  necessary  to  the 
interests  of  the  country." 

The  debate  commenced  on  the 
4th  of  March,  and  was  maintained 
for  more  than  a  fortnight  with 
unprecedented  vehemence.  The 
bill,  however,  eventually  passed 
into  law.  At  the  appel  ?iominal, 
M.  Gendebien,  the  champion  of 
Luxemburg,  cried  out  "No!  — 
380,000  times  no !  for  that  is  the 
number  of  ray  fellow-countrymen 
who  are  to  be  abandoned."  The 
hon.  gentleman  afterwards  handed 
to  the  president  a  letter  communi- 
cating the  resignation  of  his  seat 
in  the  chamber  of  representatives. 
He  then  retired,  and  received,  it 
is  said,  with  emotion,  the  adieux 
of  his  colleagues,  of  whom  several 
burst  into  tears.  The  vote  was 
carried  by  fifty-eight  voices  against 
forty-two.  There  was,  therefore, 
only  one  absentee  from  a  house 
which  had  been  reduced  by  the 
death  of  M.  Beckaert  to  the  num- 
ber of  101.  Two  members  were 
brought  at  the  last  moment  in 
litters,  dangerously  ill,  to  vote  on 
opposite  sides.  The  senate  soon 
after  gave  its  consent  to  the  bill, 
and  thus  this  protracted  question 
was  brought  at  last  to  a  conclu- 
sion. 

The  general  assembly  of  the 
estates  of  Hanover  met  on  the 
15th  of  February.  On  the  same 
day  the  king  put  forth  a  long  pro- 
clamation respecting  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  kingdom.  In  order, 
says  his  majesty,  not  to  leave  our 
faithful  subjects  in  uncertainty  re- 
garding the  motives  of  our  resolu- 
tion in  respect  to  the  constitution^ 
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we  have  been  pleased  to  issue  the 
following  further  declaration : — 

*'  The  legal  representative  con- 
stitution of  our  kingdom  was  settled 
by  the  royal  letters  patent  of  the 
7th  of  December^  1819^  and  was 
carried  into  effect  on  the  29th  of 
that  month. 

"  The  concluding  act  of  the 
Vienna  Congress  of  the  15th  of 
May^  1820,  an  organic  law  of  the 
German  Confederation,  served  as 
a  guarantee  to  this  constitution ; 
for  this  law  enacts  that  the  repre- 
sentative constitutions  actually  ex- 
isting and  recognized  invalid  can- 
not be  allowed  except  in  a  consti- 
tutional manner. 

•*  The  constitution  of  the  7th  of 
December,  1819,  underwent  some 
changes  in  a  constitutional  manner 
in  the  course  of  time,  and  till  the 
vear  1833. 

*'  But  the  change  made  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1833,  was  en- 
tirely destitute  of  the  constitutional 
form." 

The  document  in  question  then 
proceeds  to  show  that  the  consti- 
tution of  1833  was,  ah  origlnCf 
invalid  on  the  ground  so  repeatedly 
adduced,  that  it  was  not  agreed 
upon  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visi(ms  of  the  Germanic  Confede- 
raliou  by  the  king  and  the  estates, 
but  that  the  draught  approved  by 
the  estates,  and  sent  to  the  late 
king  for  his  approbation,  had  been 
changed  by  his  majesty's  sole 
authority,  in  many  essential  points, 
and  carried  into  effect  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  estates  in  those 
alterations.  It  therefore  followed 
that  neither  the  new  constitution, 
nor  the  estates  assembled  under 
its  enactments,  rested  upon  any 
legal  foundation.  The  assembly 
had,  it  was  true,  Dec.  17,  1833, 
passed  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
i;onstitution  of  Sept.   26   of  the 


same  year,  but  that  body  did  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  possess  the  power 
to  remedy  a  nullity  in  which  its 
own  powers  were  included. 

Party  rights,  pursued  the  king, 
were  out  oi  the  question.  It  did 
not  relate  to  a  dispute  on  the 
limits  of  the  powers  of  the  crown 
and  the  estates.  No  intention  ex- 
isted to  intrench  upon  those  privi' 
leges.  In  returning  so  soon  as 
the  care  of  the  kingdom  was  com- 
mitted to  his  hands,  to  the  only 
constitution  which  stood  upon  a 
legitimate  basis,  the  king  had  but 
exercised  his  own  rights,  and  per- 
formed an  imiierative  duty  to  his 
subjects. 

The  proclamation  then  proeeed- 
ed  to  slicw,  that  besides  the  formal 
preliminary  grounds  of  nullity,  the 
constitution  had  been  found  ta  ex- 
1  libit  other  material  defects  wbieh 
equally  called  for  a  remedy — in- 
admissible infringements  of  his  or- 
ganic rights,  and  violations  of  the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  laws  of 
the  confederation  of  the  indivisi- 
bility of  the  supreme  power  of  the 
state,  and  concluded  by  ordering 
a  discussion  of  the  several  points 
alluded  to. 

A  message  was  simultaneously 
issued  to  the  assembly  of  the  estates^ 
declaring  tliat  the  draught  of  the 
constitution,  presented  in  the  last 
year,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  1819  akme  to  be  con- 
sidered in  force. 

A  few  days  before  the  transac- 
tions to  which  we  have  been  al- 
luding (Feb.  1),  the  long  expected 
royal  cabinet  order  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  board  of  privy  council, 
and  the  formation  of  a  council  of 
state  in  itsroom,  was  officially  pro- 
mulgated. By  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance,  the  council  was  to 
consist  (1)  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  (  2  )  ordinary  meiabex»  by 
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virtue  of  tbeir  office,  (3)  extraor- 
dinary members  by  virtue  of  tbe 
king's  appointment.  The  latter, 
however,  were  only  to  attend  the 
sittings  in  pleno,  Upon  the  especial 
summons  of  the  president.  The 
council  was  distributed  into  the  ple- 
num, in  which  it  Was  necessary  for 
eleven  members  to  be  present,  and 
into  four  sections  of  (1)  justice, 
and  the  interior,  (2),  ecclesiastical 
affairs  and  public  instruction,  (3), 
finances  and  trade,  and  (4),  mili. 
tary  affairs.  The  king  would  pre- 
side in  person,  whenever  he  might 
think  it  necessary.  On  other  oc- 
casions, he  was  represented  by  the 
president,  the  prince  Benihard  of 
Solms  Braunfels. 

His  marjesty  shortly  after  opened 
the  Staats  •  Rath,  in  all  address 
which  set  forth  the  motives  which 
had  operated  in  its  formation. 
*'  You  a*e  in  possession,"  said  king 
Ernest,  in  conclusion,  "  of  the 
principles  on  which  I  trust  the 
Staats-Rath  will  act  ;  and  as  I 
have  dhosen  men  of  all  ranks  arid 
professions,  I  hope  that  every  case 
sent  for  your  examination  and 
opinion,  will  be  considered  seri- 
ously and  soberly,  and  that  you 
will  give  me  your  free  and  honest 
opinion,  laying  aside  all  party 
feeling,  and  keeping  in  mind,  that 
my  object  is  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  increase  the  happiness  and  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  over  whom  it 
has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  pkce 
me. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  appears, 
that  the  first  chamber  of  the  es- 
tates of  Hanover,  had,  as  well  as 
the  second  chamber,  protested 
again^  the  constitution  of  1819, 
by  a  majority  of  19  against  13  of 
its  members.  They  were,  in  con- 
sequence, prorogued,  March  2, 
until  the  28th  of  May.  In  the 
interval,  it  was  announced^  May 


3,  in  another  of  those  numerous 
manifestoes,  which  appear  to  form 
his  majesty's  principal  occupation, 
that  the  approaching  session  of  the 
two  houses,  would  be  of  short  du- 
ration, their  presence  being  chiefly 
required  to  pass  the  budget,  and 
effect  a  further  reduction  of  tax- 
ation. It  wa^  moreover  stated, 
that  in  case  the  assemblv  should 
think  fit  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  examine  the  propositions  of  Feb. 
5,  relating  to  the  separate  ma* 
nagement  of  certain  public  funds, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  col- 
lege of  the  treasury,  the  committee 
would  receive  directions  to  com- 
plete its  labours  during  the  sum- 
mer recess.  The  king  was  further 
pleased  to  declare,  with  regard  to 
a  desire  which,  he  was  informed, 
was  once  more  exhibited  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the 
extension  and  completion  of  the 
constitutional  arrangements  of  the 
royal  patent  of  Dec.  7,  1819,  that 
although  nothing  could  happen 
to  neutralise  the  motives  which 
dictated  the  resolution  of  Feb.  15, 
of  the  present  year,  nevertheless, 
if  the  two  chambers,  in  the  ex- 
pression of  this  disposition,  should 
think  fit  to  address  to  his  majesty 
propositions  framed  in  the  intention 
of  concurring  in  the  preservatiori 
of  a  constitutional  arrangement, 
useful  to  the  country  in  a  calm 
and  regular  deliberation,  the  king 
would  willingly  take  into  consi- 
deratiori  an  indication  to  this  ef- 
fect. 

An  important  portion  of  the 
question  at  issue  between  the  king 
and  his  estates,  was  finally  set  at 
rest  on  the  26th  of  August,  by  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Germanic  diet  : — 

1.  The  constitution  of  1833  no 
longer  exists. 

2.  The  constitution,  as  it    ex« 
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isted  before  1833,  is  recognized  by 
the  diet  as  the  basis  of  public  law 
in  our  country.  With  respect  to 
the  estates,  the  royal  patent  of  the 
7th  of  December,  1819,  is  in  force, 
together  with  the  alterations  and 
additions  made  before  the  publica- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  1833. 

3.  The  assembly  of  the  estates, 
which  was  summoned  last  year, 
according  to  the  patent  of  the  7th 
of  December,  1819,  and  its  modi- 
fication, is  expressly  declared  to  be 
competent. 

The  diet,  however,  still  per- 
sisted in  declaring,  that  there  were 
no  grounds  for  its  interference  in 
the  construction  of  the  Hanoverian 
constitution  ;  although  it  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  king  would  effect 
an  adjustment  should  it  be  compati- 
ble with  the  rights  of  either 
party.  This  decisive  judgment 
having  put  an  end  to  the  misgiv- 
ings which  were  entertained  with 
regard  to  the  validity  of  any 
arrangements,  which  might  be 
subsequently  concluded  by  the  king 
with  the  estates  convoked  under 
the  ancient  constitution  which  had 
been  promulgated  by  him,  there 
was  occasion  for  expecting  that 
the  prevailing  desire  for  an  ulti- 
mate settlement,  would  soon  be 
fulfilled,  a  matter  which,  it  would 
appear,  presented  the  greater  pro- 
bability of  such  a  solution;  inas- 
much as  the  invitation  made  by 
the  king  in  the  late  manifesto  of 
May  3,  had  been  met,  on  the  15th 
of  June,  by  a  proposal  on  the  part 
of  the  states  which  had  induced  his 
majesty  to  appoint  a  commission 
to  draw  up  the  necessary  prelimi- 
nary propositions,  which  it  was,  he 
observed,  his  intention  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  greatest  attainaible 
dispatch  to  the  general  assemblv. 

Turkey. — Since  the  compromise 
effected  at  Kutahieh,  in  1833,  by 


the  intervention  of  European  in- 
fluence, between  the  sultan  and 
the  victorious  general  of  the  armies 
of  the  pacha,  no  great  event  had 
occurred  to  break  the  tranquillity 
of  the  eastern  world.  The  year, 
however,  whose  annals  we  are  now 
recording,  opened  with  prospects  of 
a  much  less  pacific  character.  The 
pacha  of  Egypt,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, had  already,  in  1838,  made 
a  virtual  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, by  his  refusal  to  pay  for  the 
future  anv  further  tribute  to  the 
Porte,  and  this  announcement  to- 
gether with  the  usurpation  on  the 
part  of  Mehemet  AH,  of  attributes 
peculiar  to  the  commander  of  the 
faithful  alone,  had  apparently  de- 
termined the  Sultan,  notwithstand- 
ing his  severe  infirmities^  to  make 
one  more  effort  for  the  reduction 
of  so  formidable  a  vassal.  His 
preparations  were  completed  to- 
wards the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  a  large  army  with 
an  immense  materiel  was  assembled 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Euphra- 
tes, which  menaced  the  Syrian  do- 
minions of  the  pacha.  Ibrahim,  on 
the  other  hand,  proceeded  to  con- 
centrate his  forces  around  Aleppo, 
with  instructions  irom  his  father, 
to  take  heed  not  to  become  the 
aggressor. 

These  proceedings  were  of  a 
nature  to  attract  the  notice  of  the 
European  powers ;  the  government 
of  France  and  England,  in  parti-* 
cular,  were  apprehensive,  lest  the 
eventual  discomfiture  of  the  Turk- 
ish army,  an  event  by  no  means 
improbable,  should  be  folio  vred  by 
the  arrival  of  a  Russian  force  in 
the  Bosphorus,  in  accordance  with 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  signed 
on  an  analogous  juncture  at  Un« 
kiar  Skelessi — a  convention,  it  may 
be  remembered,  which  made  over 
to  the  last  mentioned  power  the 
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almost  exclusive  protectorate  of  tlie 
Ottoman  empire,  by  giving  to 
Russia  the  right  of  sending  an  ar. 
mament  into  the  Bosphorus^  when- 
ever the  exigencies  of  the  Turkish 
empire,  should  again  demand  her 
assistance,  while  the  Dardanelles 
were  still  to  remain  inexorably 
closed,  against  the  vessels  of  war 
of  all  other  nations. 

They,  therefore,  directed  the 
representatives  of  their  respective 
courts  at  Constantinople,  and  the 
consuls  at  Alexandria,  to  make 
every  effort  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  existing  state  of 
affairs.  In  consequence  of  their 
representations,  the  viceroy  ad- 
dressed a  circular  note  to  the  con- 
suls-general of  the  four  powers^ 
pledging  himself  that  '*  in  case  the 
troops  of  the  sultan,  who  had  just 
crossed  the  Euphrates,  near  Bir, 
should  retire  to  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  he  would  order  his  own 
army  to  execute  a  retrograde 
movement,  and  recal  his  son  Ibra- 
him Pacha  to  Damascus.  Fur- 
ther, in  the  event  of  this  pacific 
demonstration  being  followed  by 
a  similar  retrograde  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  army  of  Hafiz  Pa- 
cha, beyond  Malatieh,  his  highness 
would  enjoin  the  generalissimo  to 
return  to  Egypt. 

Moreover,  his  highness,  the 
viceroy,  added  of  his  own  accord, 
^*  that  in  case  the  four  powers 
consented  to  guarantee  the  con- 
tinuation of  peace,  and  interest 
themselves  in  retaining  the  here- 
ditary reversion  of  the  government 
to  his  family,  he  would  withdraw 
a  portion  of  his  troops  from  Syria, 
and  be  ready  to  conclude  a  definite 
ive  arrangement  conducive  to  the 
wants  of  the  country,  and  calcu- 
lated to  guarantee  its  security." 

The  sultan,  however,  gave  no 
evidence  of  a  disposition  to  recede. 


In  the  course  of  a  conference  which 
took  place  towards  the  beginning 
of  June,  the  English  and  French 
ambassadors  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  which  had 
made  it  imperative  on  his  master 
to  wage  war  upon  his  rebellious 
vassal.  A  similar  communication 
was  subsequently  addressed  to  the 
ministers  of  Austria  and  Russia. 
The  reasons  put  forward,  were 
*^  the  usurpation  of  the  Sultan's 
sacred  right  as  caliph,  and  first 
iman  of  Islamism,  and  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  holy  cities  of 
Mecca  and  Medina."  Being  re- 
luctant, however,  to  take  upon 
himself  the  whole  responsibility  of 
a  war  on  these  grounds,  the  sultan 
referred  the  matter  to  the  inter- 
preters of  the  law,  who  declared, 
with  one  consent,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  true  believer  to  take 
up  arms  against  an  impious 
usurper,  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  a 
manifesto  was  issued,  by  which  the 
viceroy  of  Egypt,  and  his  son,  Ibra- 
him, were  deprived  of  all  their 
functions  and  dignities,  and  Hafiz 
Pacha,  the  generalissimo  of  the 
Ottoman  armies  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed Mehemet  Ali  in  the  govern* 
ment  of  Egypt. 

A  solemn  declaration  of  war 
was  accordingly  read  in  all  the 
mosques,  and  the  fleet,  consisting 
of  thirty.five  sail  in  all,  weighed 
anchor  on  the  9th  of  June.  The 
admiral  was  directed,  after  taking 
in  reinforcements  at  Gallipoli,  to 
make  at  once  for  the  coast  of 
Syria,  and  effect  a  disembarkation 
with  the  numerous  troops,  with 
which  the  decks  were  crowded,  in 
the  expectation,  it  was  said,  of 
creating  an  insurrection  among 
the  Syrian  population.  The  sul- 
tan, whose  energy  was  not  abated 
by  personal  sunering,  repaired  on 
the  occasiouj  on  board  the  admi-^ 
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ral's  vessel,  and  exhorted  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  fleets  in  a  very 
impressive  allocution,  to  perform 
their  duty.  It  had  been  his  in- 
tention, he  observed,  to  have  ac- 
companied the  armament  as  far  as 
the  Dardanelles,  thereby  to  give  a 
greater  proof  of  his  reliance  on  the 
devotedness  of  his  officers  and 
crews,  but  the  state  of  his  health 
forbade  it,  he  was  obliged  to  land 
at  Cape  St.  Stephano. 

We  now  revert  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  respective  armies  in 
the  east.  The  advanced  guard  of 
HaBz  Pacha,  consisting  of  about 
3,000  cavalry,  had  already  crossed 
the  Euphrates,  and  taken  up  a 
position  at  Bir,  on  the  western 
bank.  In  the  beginning  of  June, 
however,  the  Seraskier  appears  to 
have  made  a  move  with  his  main 
army  upon  the  Syrian  frontier. 
Upon  these  indications,  the  Egyp- 
tian generalissimo  broke  up  from 
his  position,  and  being  joined  by 
the  forces  of  Soliman  Pasha  (co- 
lonel Selves),  marched  to  meet  the 
sultan,  a  measure  which  was  ren- 
dered, it  is  said,  more  necessary 
by  the  apprehension  that  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  the  troops  of  the 
sultan  into  Syria,  might  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  open  revolt  of  the 
people,  who  had  been  already 
profou»>dIy  alienated  by  the  op. 
pressive  exactions  of  the  Egyptian 
government. 

The  march  commenced  on  the 
20th  of  June.  In  the  course  of 
the  two  following  days,  several 
skirmishes  took  place  between  the 
Egyptian  troops  and  the  cavalry  of 
the  sultan^  who  were  somewhat  in 
advance  of  the  Ottoman  armv, 
continuing,  however,  to  fall  back 
before  the  cannonade  of  the  Egyp. 
tians,  until  the  main  armies  halted 
finally  in  presence  of  each  other, 
near  Nezib,  on  the  24th  of  June. 


They  were  each  between  thirty 
and  forty  thousand  strong. 

Finding  the  pisition  of  the  sul- 
tan too  strong  to  be  attacked  in 
front,  Ibrahim  endeavoured  to  turn 
it.  He,  therefore,  advanced  to- 
wards the  left  by  a  flank  march, 
to  get  behind  it,  and  fall  upon  the 
rear  of  the  right  wing,  llie  ma- 
noeuvre was  successful.  After  a 
battle  maintained  with  great  car- 
nage for  more  than  four  hours,  the 
Turkish  armv  was  utterly  discom- 
fited. Leaving  behind  him,  the 
whole  materiel  of  the  expedi->> 
tion,  cannons,  muskets,  and  am- 
munition, the  unfortunate  Hafix 
fled  with  the  relics  of  liis  army 
across  the  frontier.  The  des- 
patch of  Ibrahim  is  dated  from 
the  tent  of  the  Seraskier.  Of  tbe 
Turkish  army  6,000  men  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  10,000 
prisoners  were  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Egyptian  general,  together 
with  15,000  muskets  and  104 
pieces  of  artillery.  He  eventually 
passed  over  the  Euphrates  and  es- 
tablished his  quarters  at  Marascb. 
Soliman  Pasha  proceeded  to  Orfa. 
Hafiz  collected  the  remnant  of  bis 
men  at  Malatieh. 

A  few  days  before  the  decisive 
event  which  we  have  related,  M. 
Caillet  an  aid-de-camp  of  manibal 
Soult  arrived  at  Alexandria  with 
instructions  to  follow  the  marcb 
of  the  army  and  render  an  ac- 
count of  the  event.  M.  Felta, 
another  officer,  had  been  simolfa- 
neously  despatched  with  the  Mne 
unofficial  character  to  Constanti- 
nople. On  leaving  Alexandria  M. 
Caillet  offi?red  to  carry  to  ihe 
commander  in  chief  tbe  direetkms 
of  Mehemet  Ali.  M.  Caillet  set 
out  on  the  20th  of  June.  To  his 
great  disappointment^  be  soon  dis- 
covered that  a  decisive  engage- 
ment   had    already  taken   phioe. 
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When  therefore  he  arrived^  four 
days  after  the  action  at  the  camp 
of  Marasch^  he  found  Ibrahim 
over  elated  with  his  victory,  and 
had  some  difficulty  in  persuading 
him  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  his  father,  which  commanded 
him  to  halt/  wherever  he  might 
be,  on  the  arrival  of  M.  Caillet, 
and  await  the  issue  of  the  arrange- 
ments undertaken  by  the  great 
powers.  Tl>e  relations  of  M.  Cail- 
let with  the  gallant  marshal  at 
the  head  of  the  foreign  office, 
would  obviously  give  to  his  ex- 
hortations in  connection  with  the 
representations  of  the  consul  ge- 
neral, a  greater  weight  than  would 
attach  to  the  counsels  of  a  person 
who  came  in  a  more  unquestion- 
ably private  capacity ;  it  would  not 
however  appear  that  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility contracted  towards  the 
pasha  of  Egypt  by  the  arrestation 
of  the  march  of  his  victorious  son 
rested  upon  the  French  cabinet. 
It  is  supposed,  that  Mehemet  had 
already  made  the  concession  to 
the  instances  of  more  than  one 
European  power  that  he  would 
not  permit  his  son  in  any  case  to 
pass  beyond  the  districts  of  Orfa 
and  Diarbekir.  Nor  did  the  French 
cabinet  apparently  commit  them- 
selves to  the  offer  of  any  conditions 
to  the  viceroy  as  the  price  of  this 
compliance. 

The  fatal  tidings  of  the  utter 
rout  of  his  whole  expedition,  was 
never  destined  to  reach  the  ear  of 
the  commander  of  the  faithful. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  sultan 
Mahmoud  the  second,  died  in  the 
fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
the  thirty-first  of  his  reign.  The 
government  of  an  empire  which 
required  so  able  a  director,  fell,  by 
his  demise,  into  the  frail  hands  of 
his  son,  Abdul  Medjid,  a  mere 
youth  of  seventeen.     The  death 


of  Mahmoud  was  followed  by  the 
following  changes  in  the  Ottoman 
ministry.  Kosrew  Pasha  former 
president  of  the  council  of  state, 
was  appointed  grand  vizier.  Halil 
Pasha  was  made  seraskier  or  ger 
neralissimo,  and  director  of  the 
war  department.  Reouf  Pasha  be- 
came president  of  the  council. 
Chekib  Effendi  was  made  director 
of  the  commercial  relations  with 
Europe.  And  Mahir  Bey  director 
of  the  foreign  department.  These 
alterations  were  sliortly  followed 
by  the  recall  of  the  ambassadors 
at  the  courts  of  St.  James,  the 
Tuilleries,  Berlin,  and  Vienna, 
with  a  view,  it  was  said  by  some, 
of  reforming  the  whole  corps  di- 
plomatique of  the  empire ;  others, 
however,  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
measure  had  been  taken  in  order 
to  strengthen  by  their  influence 
the  enlightened  party  who  were 
menaced  by  the  partisans  of  janis- 
sarism. 

The  first  act  of  the  new  sultan, 
after  ascending  "  the  throne  which 
divine  predestination  had  left  va- 
cant," was  to  forward  to  the  vice- 
roy of  Egypt  with  the  sole  view, 
is  was  said,  of  sparing  the  effusion 
of  Mussulman  blood,  an  offer  of 
pardon  together  with  the  heredi- 
tary possession  of  the  province  of 
Egypt,  on  the  condition  that  he  fully 
conformed  to  his  duties  of  obedi- 
ence and  submission.  At  the  same 
time  the  grand  vizier  in  ignoranco 
of  the  calamitous  event,  sent  or- 
ders to  the  seraskier  of  the  East  to 
suspend  the  march  of  the  imperial 
army,  and  detained  the  fleet  within 
the  Dardanelles.  These  measures 
were  communicated  by  Kosrew 
Pasha  to  Mehemet  Ali. 

But  before  Akiff  Effendi  could 
bear  the  note  to  Alexandria,  the 
deeply  shaken  throne  of  the  youth- 
ful Abdul  Medjid  was  assailed  by 
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another  severe  disaster.  Instead 
of  observing  the  instructions  of  the 
grand  vizier^  Achmet  the  capitan 
pasha  set  sail  for  Alexandria,  after 
issuing  a  declaration  in  which  he 
charged  Kosrew  with  being  a  trai- 
tor to  his  late  sovereign,  whose 
death  he  said  the  vizier  had  con- 
curred in  bringing  about.  This 
act  of  Achmet  was  made  known 
by  a  messenger  to  Mehemet  Ali 
on  the  9th  of  July,  On  the  13th 
the  treacherous  capitan  arrived  in 
his  admiral-ship,  and  was  followed 
the  next  day  by  the  whole  fleet. 
The  viceroy  was  moreover  by  this 
time  in  possession  of  the  news  of 
the  victory  of  Ibrahim  at  Nezib. 
He  was  therefore  entitled  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  Porte  upon  higher 
ground  than  he  could  have  been 
presumed  by  Kosrew  to  occupy 
before  the  two  last  events  were 
known  to  have  taken  place. 

The  tenour  of  the  reply  of  Me- 
hemet Ali  is  to  be  gathered  from 
a  letter  communicated  by  him  to 
the  European  consul  at  Alexandria, 
in  answer  to  the  communications 
made  to  him  by  the  ambassadors 
of  the  great  powers  at  Constanti- 
nople. In  this  instrument  he  de- 
clares, that  it  was  his  intention  to 
forward  immediately  a  letter  of 
congratulation  and  submission  to 
his  master  Abdul  Medjid.  He 
purposed,  at  the  same  time,  to  re^ 
present  to  the  grand  vizier  that 
the  late  sultan  had  already  made 
propositions  of  a  much  more  ad- 
vantageous nature,  including  the 
hereditary  reversion  of  Syria,  Sayd, 
and  the  Sandjak  of  Tripoli,  as 
well  as  the  perpetual  possession  of 
Egypt.  Under  escisting  circura^* 
stances  he  demanded  the  heredi- 
tary right  to  Egypt>  Syria,  and 
Candia,  all  the  dominions  in  fact 
which  were  now  in  his  hands. 
Upon  these  conditions  the  viceroy 


would  become  the  most  faithful 
servant  of  his  highness,  and  pre- 
pared to  defend  him  upon  all  oc- 
casions. A  sense  of  propriety,  he 
informs  the  consul,  had  prevented 
him  from  making  any  allusion  to 
the  fleet  in  the  letter  to  the  vizier, 
he  begged  however  those  gentle- 
men  to  assure  the  ambassadors  at 
the  Porte  that  he  had  no  design 
to  employ  it  asainst  the  sultan, 
and  was  formally  determined  to 
deliver  up  the  vessels  so  soon  as 
the  terras  proposed  by  himself 
should  have  been  complied  with. 
He  declared  moreover,  that  in  case 
the  sultan  should  accede  to  his  pe- 
tition, and  remove  Kosrew  Pasha, 
he  would,  on  the  first  invitation, 
repair  to  Constantinople  on  board 
a  single  steam-boat,  in  order  to 
make  his  dutiful  submission  to  the 
sultan  his  master.  "  Finally " 
said  he  "if  my  proposals  be  not 
attended  to,  I  shall  not  wage  war 
but  merely  maintain  my  present 
position  and  wait.'' 

At  the  same  period  Mehemet 
Ali  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the 
pachas  of  the  Empire,  as  well 
as  to  the  mother  and  aunt  of  the 
sultan,  the  Sheik* al- Islam,  and 
Halll  pacha  requesting  their  co- 
operation for  the  dismissal  of 
Kosrew  pacha  from  the-  adminis- 
tration, in  order  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  empire. 
The  intrigues  of  this  minister,  he 
observes,  were  the  cause  of  his 
troops  being  attacked  by  the  impe- 
rial forces.  When  the  present 
sultan  came  to  the  throne,  he  had 
ordered  Ibrahim  not  to  pursue  his 
successes,  but  the  tidings  of  the 
elevation  of  Kosrew  to  the  office 
of  grand  vizier  had  operated  upon 
the  capitan  pasha  in  the  same 
sense  in  which  they  had  affected 
himself,  and  the  fleet  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  power  of  a 
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man  whose  ascendancy  was  felt  to 
be  disastrous  to  the  empire^  and 
united  with  his  own  in  order  that 
both  might  be  in  a  condition  to 
serve  the  sovereign  and  the  nation. 

It  would  appear  that  the  divan 
were  disposed  to  accede  to  the 
propositions  of  Mehemet  Ali,  and 
were  even  on  the  point  of  dis- 
patching a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  Alexandria,  when  the  am- 
bassadors of  the  five  great  powers 
presented,  on  the  27th  of  July,  to 
the  Ottoman  Porte  the  following 
collective  note :— "  The  under- 
signed received  this  morning  in- 
structions from  their  respective  go- 
vernments, in  pursuance  of  which 
they  have  the  honour  of  informing 
the  Sublime  porte  that  the  five 
powers  have  agreed  to  discuss  and 
settle  together  the  Eastern  ques- 
tion. They  accordingly  invite  the 
divan  to  suspend  a  definitive  ar. 
rangement  without  their  concur- 
rence, and  to  confide  in  the  bene- 
volent dispositions  of  the  mediating 
powers." 

This  important  measure,  which 
provided  for  the  security  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  in  one  direction, 
by  vesting  the  protectorate  in  the 
five  powers  instead  of  leaving  it  in 
the  hands  of  one,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  excluded  the  perils  of  fur- 
ther collision  with  the  viceroy  by 
taking  the  adjustment  of  the  ter- 
ritorial difierences  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  belligerent  parties,  was  said 
to  have  originated  in  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  French  government. 

In  the  meanwhile,  and,  as  it 
would  appear  simultaneously  with 
this  motion  on  the  part  of  the  am- 
bassadors at  Constantinople,  ano- 
ther document  of  the  most  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  oriental 
question,  and  conveying  a  still 
more  strongly  pronounced  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Ottoman  Porte, 


was  addressed  by  marshal  Soult  to 
the  French  ministers  accredited  to 
the  courts  of  the  four  powers.  It 
bore  date,  July  1 7,  1 839,  and  set 
out  by  stating  that  in  the  crisis 
brought  on  the  Ottoman  empire 
by  the  death  of  the  sultan  Mah- 
moud,  coupled  with  the  events  of 
the  last  two  months  of  his  reign^ 
the  union  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  could  alone  afford  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace.  This  union  is  de« 
scribed  as  being  at  that  time  as 
complete  as  possible,  all  the  cabi* 
nets  desiring  the  integrity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  Ottoman  mo- 
narchy under  the  existing  dynasty, 
and  being  prepared  to  use  idl 
means  within  their  reach  to  main- 
tain this  essential  element  of  the 
balance  of  power."  The  gallant 
marshal  then  concludes  by  declar- 
ing formally  that  such  were,  and 
would  invariably  remain,  the  senti- 
ments and  intentions  of  the  French 
cabinet,  and  invites  the  other  go- 
vernments to  make  a  similar  de- 
claration. Lord  Palmerston  on 
the  23d  of  July,  and  prince  Met- 
temich  on  the  part  of  the  Aus- 
trian cabinet,  July  24,  hastened 
to  give  in  their,  unqualified  adhe- 
sion to  the  principles  propounded 
in  the  French  circular,  and  the 
notes  of  the  Russian  and  Prussian 
governments  were  subsequently 
of  a  similar  character.  It  was  sub- 
sequently proposed  to  hold  a  con- 
ference at  Vienna  on  the  affairs  of 
the  East,  but  Russia  refusing  to 
send  a  minister  thither,  the  con- 
ference was  eventually  transferred 
to  London,  while  M.  de  Brunow 
was  dispatched  with  proposals  on 
the  part  of  the  latter  power  in  the 
month  of  September.  The  course 
and  issue  of  the  negotiations  pur- 
sued at  London  will  come  with 
greater  propriety  within  the  scope 
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of  our  succeeding  volume.  It  may 
be  mentioned' that  M.  Roussin  the 
French  ambassador  was  replaced 
in  the  course  of  the  autumn  by 
the  count  de  Pontois  at  the  court 
of  Constantinople.  The  French 
and  English  continued  to  cruise 
together  under  admirals  sir  G. 
Stopford  and  Lalande,  colonel 
Hodges  succeeded  colonel  Camp- 
bell as  British  consul-general  at 
Alexandria. 

These  severe  reverses  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  interrupted  the  pro- 
gress of  legislative  reformation  in 
the  Ottoman  empire.  On  the  3rd 
of  November  the  celebrated  Hatti 
sherif  of  Gul-Khaneh  was  pro- 
mulgated. This  document  declares 
that  the  imperial  institutions  ought 
to  aim  principally  at  the  attain- 
ment of  three  objects;  to  afford  to 
all  subjects  a  guarantee  of  perfect 
security  in  their  lives,  honours, 
and  fortunes ;  to  establish  a  regu- 
lar system  of  imposing  and  levying 
taxes ;  to  establish  a  regular  sys- 
tem for  recruiting  the  army  and 
fixing  the  term  for  which  a  soldier 
ought  to  serve.  A  promise  was  at 
the  same  time  given  that  the  im- 
perial councils  would  immediately 
proceed  to  draw  up  laws  for  en- 
forcing these  objects,  which  would 
be  made  public  so  soon  as  they 
should  have  received  the  sanction 
of  the  sultan.     A  Krman  was  also 


dispatched  to  the  Muz2ir  of  Ko. 
niah,  and  all  the  heads  of  dis- 
tricts under  him  containing  an 
account  of  the  Hatti  Sherif.  It 
was  intimated  that  negotiations 
would  soon  be  issued  for  the  re- 
gulation of  taxation  and  the  levies 
of  troops,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
the  authorities  were  directed  to 
respect  the  lives  and  properties  of 
the  people,  and  put  no  one  to 
death  before  the  proof  and  accusa- 
tion had  been  transmitted  to  Con- 
stantinople and  sanctioned  by  the 
sultan.  The  officers  to  whom  the 
firman  was  addressed  were  further 
commanded  to  convoke  the  inha- 
bitants of  each  district  and  read  it 
to  them  aloud.  They  were,  how- 
ever, exhorted  to  give  no  counte- 
nance to  the  suppontion  that  the 
ordinance  conveyed  complete  ex- 
emption from  taxation.  When 
the  Hatti  Sherif  reached  Alexan- 
dria, Mehemet  Ali  caused  it  to  be 
promulgated  with  great  pomp. 
The  first  grand  council  for  dis* 
cussing  the  new  laws  was  held 
December  21,  at  Constantinople. 
The  members  were  given  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Code  Napoleoit 
was  to  form  the  base  of  the  new 
legislature.  Further  explanations 
would  be  given  with  reference  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  discus- 
sion was  to  be  concluded. 
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UNITED  STATES— The  an- 
nual message  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  the  North 
American  congress  was  delivered  on 
the  4th  of  December,  1838,  and 
will  be  found  at  length  at  the  end 
of  our  preceding  volume. 


The  document  in  question^  en- 
tered as  usual,  with  some  par- 
ticularity into  almost  every  subject 
of  foreign  or  domestic  interest.  It 
exhibited  the  following  exposition 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  .tha  govern- 
ment.    *'  The  available  balance  in 
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the  treasury/'  said  Mr.  Van  Buren 
**  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  ises- 
timated  at  ^2,765,342.  The  re- 
ceipts  of  ihe  last  year  from  customs 
and  lands,  will  probably  amount  to 
^20,615,598.  These  usual  sources 
of  revenue  have  been  increased  by 
an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  of  which 
less  than  ^8,000,000,  including 
interest  and  principal,  will  be  out- 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the  bonds 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
for  <:8'2,254,  871.  The  aggregate 
of  means  from  these  and  other 
sources,  with  the  balance  in  hand, 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1838,  had 
been  applied  to  the  payment  of  ap- 
propriations by  congress.  The 
whole  expenditure  for  the  year  on 
their  account,  including  the  re- 
demption of  more  than  8,000,000 
of  treasury  notes,  constitute  an  ag- 
gregate of  about  <:8'40,000,000, 
and  will  still  leave  in  the  treasurv 
the  balance  before  stated."  The 
president  proceeded  to  assure  the 
congress  that  the  finances  of  the 
union,  notwithstanding  the  late 
commercial  calamities,  were  in  a 
very  thriving  condition.  He  then 
went  at  great  length  into  the  Bank 
question,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  legislature  would  adopt  some 
definite  measure  with  regard  to 
the  existing  system  of  employing 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  govern- 
ment funds. 

It  was  announced  that  a  conven- 
ti(m  for  marking  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the 
republic  of  Texas,  which  extends 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to 
the  Red  River,  had  been  concluded 
at  Washington  on  the  25  th  of  April. 
Treaties  had  likewise  been  recentlv 

0 

contracted  by  the  United  States 
with  the  Peru-Bolivian  confedera- 
tion and  with  the  king  of  Greece. 
Mr^  Van  Buren  went  into  some 


interesting  particulars  regarding 
the  transplantation  of  the  various 
Indian  nations.  The  whole  tribe 
of  the  Cherokees  had,  it  appears^ 
at  length  been  removed  without 
any  apparent  reluctance,  under 
their  own  chiefs,  to  their  new 
homes  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The 
same  result  had  been  attained  in 
the  case  of  the  entire  Creek  nation 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  num- 
ber of  fugitives  among  the  Semi- 
noles  of  Florida  5  the  Chickasaws, 
the  Chock  taws,  the  Pota-watanies^ 
the  Ottawas  and  the  Chippewas 
after  the  extensive  purchases  of 
lands  which  had  been  made  during 
the  expiring  year,  would  also,  it 
was  probable,  shortly  be  removed 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Union^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  admitted  prin- 
ciple that  a  mixed  occupancy  of 
the  same  territory  by  the  white 
and  red  roan  was  incompatible  with 
the  safety  or  happiness  of  either. 

It  was  observed  bv  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
unfounded  in  fact,  than  the  re- 
proaches which  had  of  late  years 
been  cast  upon  the  government  on 
account  of  its  dealings  with  the 
Indians,  and  he  mentions  in  proof 
among  other  instances,  the  late 
transactions  with  the  Cherokees. 
To  this  people,  whose  case  had, 
perhaps,  excited  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  sympathy,  the  United 
States  had  granted  in  fee,  with  a 
perpetual  guarantee  of  peaceable 
and  exclusive  possession,  1 3,554, 1 35 
acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  eligibly  situaEed,  in 
a  healthy  climate,  and  better  suited 
in  all  respects  to  their  condi- 
tion than  the  country  which  they 
had  left,  in  exchange  for  only 
9,492,160  acres  on  the  east  side  of 
the  same  river.  It  had,  more- 
over, been  stipulated  to  pay  them 
^S'dyeOO.OOO  for  their  interest  in 
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and  improvements  on  the  lands  thus 
relinquished,  and  <:8'1,160,000  for 
subsistence  and  other  beneficial 
purposes;  thereby,  putting  it  in 
their  power  to  become  one  of  the 
most  wealthy  and  independent  se- 
parate communities  of  the  same 
extent  in  the  world. 

The  condition  of  the  tribes  oc. 
cupying  the  country  set  apart  for 
them  in  the  west,  was  described  as 
being  highly  prosperous,  with  every 
hope  of  their  early  civilization.  Most 
of  them  had  abandoned  the  hunter 
state,  and  turned  their  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  All  who  had 
b^n  established  for  any  length  of 
time  in  that  fertile  region,  main- 
tained themselves  by  their  own 
industry.  Among  them  were 
traders  of  no  inconsiderable  capital, 
and  planters  exporting  cotton  to 
some  extent ;  the  greater  number, 
however,  were  small  agriculturists 
living  in  comfort  upon  the  produce 
of  their  farms.  Even  those  who 
had  removed  reluctantly  had  rea- 
dily acquiesced  in  their  unavoidable 
destiny,  and  found  in  the  abun- 
dance with  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded a  recompence  for  past 
sufferings,  and  an  incentive  to  fu- 
ture virtuous  habits.  It  only  re- 
mained, observed  the  president, 
indulging  perhaps  in  speculations 
more  Utopian  than  practicable,  to 
give  them  a  government  and  laws 
which  would  encourage  industry, 
and  secure  to  them  the  rewards  of 
their  exertions.  Intimately  con- 
nected with  this  subject  was  the 
establishment  of  military  defences 
along  the  frontier,  without  which 
the  government  would  be  power- 
less to  redeem  its  pledges  of  pro- 
tection to  the  emigrating  Indians 
against  the  numerous  warlike 
tribes  that  surrounded  them,  and 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  fron- 
tier settlers  on  the  border  states. 
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With  regard  to  the  north-eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  no 
official  correspondence  had  passed 
between  the  government  and  the 
cabinet  of  Great  Britain  since  the 
last  communication  to  congress. 
The  president  was,  however,  as- 
sured that  the  offer  to  negociate  a 
convention  for  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  commission  of  survey  and 
exploration,  would  be  met  on  the 
part  of  her  majesty's  government 
in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  prove^ 
if  successful,  to  be  an  important 
step  towards  the  final  adjustment 
of  the  controversy. 

The  discussion  of  the  question 
of  the  abolition   of   slavery   had 
been  at   length    completely   pre- 
cluded   by  an    act  of   the   con- 
gress, who  passed,   at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  a  series  of  re- 
solutions to  that  effect,    by  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  198  to 
6.     The  first  resolution  declared, 
*^That  the  government  is  of  limited 
powers,  and  that  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  congress 
has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
several  states  of  the  confederacy." 
The  last  was  as  follows: — "Re- 
solved, therefore,  that  all  attempts 
on  the  part  of  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
or  the  western  territories,  or  to  pro- 
hibit the  removal  of  the  slaves  from 
state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  constitution  of  one  portion 
of  the  confederacy  and  another,  with 
the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitutional  principles 
on  which  the  union  of  these  states 
rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  congress ;  and  that  every  peti- 
tion, memorial,  resolution,  propo- 
sition, or  paper,  touching  or  rela- 
ting in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent 
whatever  to  slavery  as  aforesaid, 
or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  with* 
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out  ^ny  further  action  thereon,  be 
laid  on  the  table,  without  print- 
ing, reading,  debate,  or  reference." 
The  resolutions  were  then  put  and 
carried. 

The  exacerbated  feelings  created 
by  the  recent  collision  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  queen  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  on  the  borders 
of  Lower  Canada,  had  scarcely 
subsided,  when  the  relations  of  the 
two  countries  were  once  more  in 
the  way  of  being  gravely  compro- 
mised by  some  occurrences  which 
took  place  in  the  contested  district 
between  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. It  would  appear  that  to- 
wards the  end  of  January,  a  nume- 
rous band  of  lawless  persons  in- 
vaded the  portion  of  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  Uniled 
States  and  Great  Britain,  which  is 
watered  by  the  river  Aroostook, 
and  committed  extensive  depreda- 
tions by  cutting  down  the  timber. 
The  governor  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
as  soon  as  he  received  official  intel- 
ligence of  these  transactions,  made 
a  communication  to  the  legislature 
upon  the  subject,  and  recommended 
them  to  furnish  him  with  such 
means,  in  addition  to  those  already 
provided  by  law,  as  would  enable 
him  to  arrest  the  trespassers,  and 
secure  the  timber  which  they  were 
on  the  point  of  carrying  away. 
The  chambers  accordingly  passed 
a  resolution,  in  pursuance  of  which 
governor  Fairfield  despatched  an 
armed  posse,  at  the  expense  of  the 
state,  by  the  land  agent,  and  the 
sheriff,  under  whose  control  they 
were  to  be  placed.  It  was  their 
avowed  intention  to  have  retired 
from  the  territory  so  soon  as  they 
should  have  expelled  the  aggressoi^; 
but  this  termination  of  their  enter- 
prise was  suspended  by  the  un- 
authorised seizure  of  the  land  agent, 
Mr.  M'Intyre,  when  he  was  in  the 


act  of  putting  himself  into  com* 
munication  with  the  agent  ap<« 
pointed  by  the  government  of  New 
Brunswick  to  watch  the  trespas- 
sers whom  the  officer  of  the  state 
of  Maine  had  been  commissioned 
to  drive  off.  In  consequence  of 
this  proceeding,  Mr.  M^Lauchlin^ 
the  English  warden,  was  now 
arrested,  and  conveyed  as  a  ho6t- 
age  to  Bangor. 

When  these  proceedings  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  Sir  John  Har-* 
vey,  the  governor  of  New  Bruns* 
wick,  he  published  a  proclamation 
declaring  that  Mr.  M'lntyre  had 
been  detained  without  the  author- 
ization of  the  colonial  government, 
and  addressed  at  the  same  time, 
Feb.  13,  a  letter  upon  the  subject 
to  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
Maine.  In  this  document,  Sir  J* 
Harvey,  who  would  appear  to  have 
been  at  the  time  in  some  degree 
misinformed  as  to  the  precise  cha<* 
racter  of  the  force  employed,  re- 
fers with  concern  to  the  fact  that, 
without  the  courtesy  of  any  pre* 
vious  intimation,  an  armed  body 
from  the  state  of  Maine  had  enter- 
ed the  territory,  which,  he  ob- 
serves, it  had  been  agreed  between 
the  two  governments,  should  re- 
main in  the  exclusive  possession  of 
the  crown  of  England  until  the 
claim  should  be  determined,  and 
expressed  his  regret,  that  governor 
Fairfield,  being  well  aware  that 
the  instructions  received  by  Sir  J. 
Harvey  from  his  government  did 
not  permit  him  to  suffer  any  inter- 
ference with  that  occupation  pend- 
ing the  existing  controversy  on  the 
subject,  instead  of  seeking  the  re- 
call or  modification  of  those  in- 
structions through  the  presidential 
government,  should  have  thus 
forced  upon  a  subordinate  officer 
the  alternative  either  of  neglect*- 
ing  the  commands  of  his  sovereign^ 
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or  of  placing  the  two  provinces  in 
a  state  of  border  collision,  if  it 
should  not  involve  the  two  nations 
in  immediate  and  active  hostility. 
He  then  goes  on  to  entreat  the 
governor  of  Maine  to  relieve 
him  from  this  painful  position,  by 
ordering  the  immediate  recall  of 
his  men  from  the  contested  pre- 
cincts, and  mentions  the  fact  that 
a  strong  body  of  troops  were  under 
orders  to  march  into  the  litigated 
district,  in  the  event  of  this  request 
not  being  forthwith  complied  with. 
With  regard  to  any  other  plea  for 
these  proceedings  connected  with 
the  spoliations  of  timber,  orders 
had,  he  observes,  been  given  for  a 
boom  to  be  placed  across  the  mouth 
of  the  Aroostook,  where  the  seizing 
officer,  protected  by  a  sufficient 
guard,  would  be  able  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  logs  into  the 
St.  John's  in  the  spring,  or  to 
seize  and  expose  them  to  public 
sale,  for  the  benefit  of  the  disputed 
territory  fund.  It  was  also  his  in- 
tention to  adopt  similar  precau- 
tions in  the  case  of  timber  felled 
upon  the  Upper  St.  John's,  or  the 
tributary  streams  falling  into  it. 

This  communication  was  follow- 
ed by  a  message  from  governor 
Fairfield  to  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  Maine,  in 
which,  after  alluding  to  the  receipt 
of  Sir  J.  Harvey's  proclamation, 
Mr.  Fairfield  announced  that  an 
order  had  been  issued  to  general 
Hodgson  to  detach  1,000  men  to 
the  place  then  occupied  by  the 
land  agent's  party  on  the  river 
Aroostook,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
the  latter  to  carry  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  the  24th  of  Jan., 
mentioning  at  the  same  time,  that 
in  case  those  measures  received  the 
approbation  of  the  chambers,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
order  a  draught  from  the  militia  of 


at  least  10,000  men,  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  upon 
the  frontier.  In  the  course  of  a 
composition  which  betrays  some- 
what of  the  author's  tendency 
to  fanfaronade,  Mr.  Fairfield  en- 
ters his  decisive  protest  against 
the  pretension  made  by  Sir  J. 
Harvey  to  the  provisional  occupa- 
tion of  the  Aroostook  district.  The 
governor's  reply  to  the  notification 
of  Sir  J.  Harvey,  was  conveyed  in 
similar  language.  In  the  mean- 
while no  time  was  lost  in  putting 
the  state  in  a  condition  of  defence. 
The  following  draughts  of  militia 
were  ordered  to  be  made  with 
every  possible  expedition :  — cavalry 
74,  artillery  451,  riflemen  548, 
lightinfantry  1,752,  infantry  7,481, 
making  in  all  10,343  men.  Simi- 
lar directions  were  issued  by  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  a  state  of  the  highest 
excitement  was  created  among  the 
population  of  the  two  provinces. 
Colonel  Rogers  who  had  been  dis- 
patched by  Mr.  Fairfield  to  Frede- 
ricton,  returned  at  this  period 
with  the  land  agent,  Mr.  M'Intyre, 
who  had  been  liberated  on  parole. 
The  warden  of  New  Brunswick 
was  set  free  upon  similar  con. 
ditions.  The  following  proposi- 
tions were  brought  back  by  colonel 
Rogers  from  the  provincial  go- 
vernment : — 

1.  That  the  provincial  land 
agent  be  released  upon  the  same 
terms  as  Mr.  M'Intyre  has  been 
released. 

2.  That  the  trespassers  be  given 
up  to  be  tried  by  the  British  law. 

3.  That  the  force  on  the  dis- 
puted territory  be  immediately 
withdrawn. 

The  lieutenant-governor  of  New 
Brunswick  forwarded  to  the  British 
minister  at   Washington,    an   ac- 
count  of    these   occurrences,  and 
[2E  21 
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Mr.  Fox  thought  it  necessary  to 
address,  Feb.  23,  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
the  American  secretary  of  state,  an 
expostulatory  note,  in  which  he 
takes  for  granted,  in  the  same 
terms  in  which  the  assumption  was 
made  by  sir  John  Harvey,  that  all 
the  region  in  question  was  placed 
under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  her  majesty's  authority,  and 
was  bound  to  remain  so,  by  ex- 
plicit agreement  between  the  go. 
vernment  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  until  the  fi- 
nal settlement  of  the  territorial 
question. 

Mr.  Forsyth  endeavours,  in  re- 
ply, Feb.  25,  to  show  that  the  note 
of  Mr.  Fox,  together  with  the  en- 
closed proclamation  of  Sir  J.  Har- 
vey, had  been  prepared  under 
erroneous  impressions  of  the  facts 
to  which  they  related,  inasmuch  as 
the  recent  movement  had  been 
founded  upon  a  resolution  of  the 
legislature  which  had  far  its  sole 
object,  not  the  military  occupation 
of  the  soil,  but  the  removal  of  ma- 
rauders, who  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  property,  to  whomsoever 
it  might  belong,  and  the  declared 
intentions  of  both  governments, 
were  gradually  and  hourly  dimi- 
nishing its  value. 

No  military  investment  had 
been  attempted  on  this  occasion. 
The  assistants  were  not  as  had  been 
supposed,  detailed  from  the  Maine 
militia,  but  the  Sheriff  had  been 
empowered  in  a  perfectly  lawful 
manner,  to  raise  a  force  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  expdling  an 
armed  body  of  aggressors.  It  was, 
therefore,  hoped  that  Mr.  Fox 
would  easily  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
colonial  government,  that  there 
was  no  occasion  of  a  collision  with 
Maine  afforded  by  the  renewed 
exercise  of  an  often-asserted  right, 
and,  in  that  case,  the  president. 


Mr.  Forsyth^  wat  instructed  to 
say,  felt  no  doubt,  but  that  he 
should  find  little  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting any  military  array  on  the 
part  of  Maine,  in  procuring  the 
voluntary  disbandment  of  any  mi- 
litia that  might  have  been  brought 
together.  The  prompt  release  of 
both  the  agents  who  had  been  ap- 
prehended on  either  side;,  uiidler 
a  misapprehension  was  a  measure 
so  obvious,  that  the  preiideni  took 
for  granted,  that  they  had  abeady 
been  set  at  liberty. 
•  With  r^iard  to  the  assertion 
made  both  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  sir  J. 
Harvey,  that  the  exclusive  custody 
of  the  country  in  question,  pending 
the  existing  negotiation,  had  been 
notoriously  left  by  ooonnon  con- 
sent, in  the  hands  of  Grreat  Bri- 
tain, Mr.  ForsjTth  doea  not  deny, 
that  the  English  gofemssent  had 
endeavoured,  on  sevetal  occasions, 
to  prove  argumentatively,  that  the 
jurisdiction,  in  the  interim,  rested 
with  them,  but  the  question  of 
title,  or  right  of  jurisdiction,  re- 
sulting from  the  previous  exercise 
thereof,  had  been,  he  says,  so  much 
a  matter  of  controversy,  that  he 
was  requested  by  M.  Van  Buren, 
to  ask  for  a  full  explanation  of  the 
ground  upon  which  an  assumption 
so  extraordinary  was  founded,  in 
order  that  the  error  might  be 
traced  to  its  source,  and  the  two 
governments  distinctly  made  aware 
of  their  understancQng  on 
point,  to  prevent  the  serious 
sequences  which  might  foUow  from 
any  misconception  on  either  ride. 
''  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  sub- 
ject/' adds  the  American  minister, 
'*  without  adverting  to  the  ddny 
of  her  majesty's  sovemment  in 
making  some  decisive  proporition 
to  advance  the  final  settlement  of 
the  boundary  question.** 
Mr.  Fox  contented  ])imself  with 
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replying,  Feb.  25,  that  he  should 
lose  no  time  in  transmitting  the 
note  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  her  ma- 
jesty's government^  confining  him- 
self, in  the  meanwhile,  in  the 
most  formal  manner,  against  the 
views  set  forth  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  communication  ;  a  course, 
pursues  Mr.  Fox,  which  he 
adopted,  in  preference  to  entering 
at  that  moment  into  a  detailed 
discussion,  both  because  he  should 
be  better  qualified  to  discuss  the 
question,  after  communicating  di- 
rectly with  Great  Britain,  and  also^ 
because  as  he  entertained  the  hope, 
that  an  early  settlement  of  the 
general  question  would  render  this 
8ul)ordinate  point  of  little  moment. 
These  letters  together  with  the 
transactions  to  which  they  refer, 
were  made,  Feb.  26,  the  subject 
of  an  especial  message  from  the 
president  to  the  two  houses  of  con. 
eress.  The  communication  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  conveyed  in  lan- 
guage too  temperate  to  afford  any 
effectual  countenance  to  the  ag- 
gressive demeanour  of  the  state  of 
Maine.  After  submitting  a  rapid 
view  of  the  late  occurrences  in  the 
disputed  country,  the  president  de- 
duces that  Maine  had  been  per- 
fectly warranted  in  the  means  that 
had  been  adopted,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  expelling  the  depreda- 
tors, a  view  which  he  felt  confi- 
dent, the  governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, upon  being  better  informed, 
would  be  inclined  to  behold  in  the 
same  light;  in  which  case,  there 
was  every  hope  that  the  present 
question  might  be  adjusted  by  re., 
sort  to  the  peaceable  methods  that 
had  been  found  available  on  for'- 
mer  occasions,  without  any  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  central 
government.  With  this  object, 
the  president  after  making  a  most 
explicit  protest  against  the  before 


mentioned  pretension  on  the  part 
of  the  English  government  to  the 
provisional  right  of  jurisdiction, 
announces  his  intention  to  submit 
to  her  majesty's  government  a 
distinct  arrangement  for  the  tem- 
porary and  mutual  exercise  of  the 
superintendence. 

"  Between  an  eflPort  on  the  part 
of  Maine,"  he  goes  on  to  observe, 
"  to  preserve  the  property  in  dis- 
pute from  destruction  by  intruders 
and  a  military  occupation  by  that 
state  of  the  territory,  with  a  view 
to  hold  it  by  force,  while  the  settle- 
ment is  a  subject  of  negotiation 
between  the  two  governments, 
there  is  an  essential  difference,  as 
well  in  respect  to  the  position  of 
the  state,  as  to  the  duties  of  the 
general  government.  In  a  letter," 
said  he,  "  addressed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state  to  the  goveraor  of 
Maine,  on  the  1st  of  March  last, 
giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
federal  government  to  bring  the 
controversy  to  a  termination,  and 
designed  to  apprise  the  governor  of 
that  state  of  the  views  of  the  fede- 
ral executive  in  respect  to  the  fu- 
ture, it  was  stated,  that  while  the 
obligations  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  do  all  in  its  power  to  effect 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question  were  fully  recognised,  it 
had,  in  the  event  of  being  unable 
to  do  so  specifically,  by  mutual 
consent,  no  other  means  to  accom- 
plish that  object  amicably  than  by 
another  arbitration,  or  by  a  com- 
mission with  an  umpire  in  the 
nature  of  an  arbitrator ;  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  all  other  measures 
failing,  the  president  would  feel  it 
his  duty  to  submit  another  propo- 
sition to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  to  refer  the  decision  of  the 
question  to  a  thiii  power.  These," 
said  Mr.  Van  Bvren,  "  are  still  my 
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views  upon  the  subject^  and  until 
this  step  shall  have  been  taken,  I 
cannot  think  it  proper  to  invoke 
the  attention  of  congress  to  other 
than  amicable  means  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy,  or  to 
cause  the  military  power  of  the 
federal  government  to  be  brought 
in  aid  of  the  state  of  Maine,  in 
any  attempt  to  effect  that  object 
by  a  resort  to  force. 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  au- 
thorities of  New  Brunswick  should 
attempt  to  enforce  the  claim  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction  set  up  by 
them,  by  means  of  a  military  occu- 
pation on  their  part  of  the  disputed 
territory,  I  shall  feel  myself  bound 
to  consider  the  contingency  pro- 
vided by  the  constitution  as  having 
occurred,  on  the  happening  of 
which  a  state  has  the  right  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  repel  invasion." 

Upon  the  delivery  of  this  ad- 
dress, Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  arose  and  eulogised  in 
the  warmest  terms  the  manly  and 
patriotic  message,  giving  his  un- 
qualified approbation  to  the  whole 
course  of  the  administration  on  this 
subject.  He  deprecated  war,  and 
knew  that  its  consequences  might 
be  disastrous  to  them,  it  might  be 
made  a  pretext  by  England  for 
seizing  upon  Cuba,  but  still,  in  a 
matter  of  national  honour,  he 
would  not  stop  to  count  the  cost. 
The  right  of  the  United  States  was 
not  a  question ;  that  had  been  de. 
cided  unanimously  by  both  houses 
of  congress  heretofore.  The  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided  was,  whe- 
ther they  should  passively  submit 
to  the  insults  aud  aggressions  of 
England.  The  tone  of  Sir  John 
Harvey's  letters  he  thought  inso- 
^»t  in  the  extreme,  and  moved  the 

^®'  '.nff  of  20,000  extra  copies  of 
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Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  followed 
in  a  long  speech,  exhibiting  the 
present  position  of  this  question. 
He  complained  of  the  past  neglect 
of  this  subject  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  remarked  upon  the 
former  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion as  *'  pusillanimous."  He  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  pleased 
with  the  assertion  by  the  president 
that  in  case  the  aggression  should 
be  persisted  in,  he  would  aid 
Maine.  But  he  maintained,  that 
Maine  was  now  entitled  to  the 
support  of  the  general  government. 
All  hopes  of  an  adjustment  through 
negotiation  would  be  found  de- 
lusive. The  temper  of  the  peo« 
pie  of  New  Brunswick,  of  the  pec* 
pie  of  Maine,  of  the  determination 
evinced  in  the  letters  of  governor 
Harvey,  Mr.  Fox,  and  governor 
Fairfield,  showed  that  matters 
would  be  pushed  to  an  extremity. 
He  called  upon  congress  to  provide 
at  once  the  necessary  means  for 
aiding  Maine ;  and  he  insisted 
that  the  state  of  Maine  would  not 
flinch'  from  the  position  she  had 
taken,  whether  she  was  supported 
in  it  or  not. 

Messrs.  Adams,  Gushing*  Lin- 
coln, and  Sergeant,  supported  Mr. 
Evans's  views.  The  whigs  are 
said  to  have  taken  the  more  vio- 
lent side  of  the  question,  and  Mr. 
Clay  expressed  his  readiness  to 
give  the  president  men  and  mo- 
ney. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Messrs.  Fox 
and  Forsyth  had  come  to  an  ami- 
cable agreement,  Feb.  27,  for  the 
preventing  of  further  collision  on 
the  frontier,  without  disparage- 
ment to  the  claims  of  either  party, 
to  be  submitted  in  the  interim  to 
the  states  of  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick,  for  the  regulation  of 
their  future  proceedings.  After 
setting  forth,  in  very  exj^cit  terms^ 
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at  the  commencement  of  their  me- 
morandum^ the  opposite  pretensions 
sustained  hy  the  respective  cahi* 
nets  with  regard  to  the  temporary 
jurisdiction^  a  matter  upon  which;, 
it  is  ohserved,  a  complete  under- 
standing could  he  ohtained,  hy 
friendly  discussion  hetween  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain^  the  memorandum 
goes  on  to  engage,  that  in  the 
meantime,  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick  and  the 
government  of  the  state  of  Maine 
will  act  as  follows.  Her  majesty's 
officers  will  not  seek  to  expel  by 
military  force  the  armed  party 
which  has  been  sent  by  Maine  into 
the  district  bordering  on  the 
Aroostook  river,  but  the  govern- 
ment of  Maine  will  voluntarily  and 
without  needless  delay  withdraw 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  disputed 
territory  any  armed  force  now 
within  them;  and  if  future  ne- 
cessity should  arise  for  dispersing 
notorious  trespassers,  or  protecting 
public  property  from  depredation 
by  armed  force,  the  operation  shall 
be  conducted  by  concert,  jointly  or 
separately,  according  to  agree- 
ments between  the  governments 
of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick. 

The  president  sent  the  paper  in 
question  the  same  evening  to  the 
senate  and  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. The  reading  of  the  com- 
munication in  the  former  place  gave 
rise  to  a  debate  which  presented 
the  usual  etalage  of  martial  and 
patriotic  sentiments. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  ex- 
pressed himself  dissatisfied  with  it, 
and  believed  that  Maine  would  be 
dissatisfied  with  it  also.  Of  right 
she  ought  to  complain,  and  the 
general  government  to  listen  and 
redress  her  wrongs. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Maine,  said 
Maine  had  received  the  first,  se- 


cond, third,  and  last  blows.  It 
was  time  now  that  some  of  them 
were  hurled  back.  War  would  be 
ruinous  to  Maine,  but  even  war 
was  preferable  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  her  citizens,  and  the  con- 
tinued wrongs  and  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  her  soil,  and  upon  her 
people. 

Mr.  Walker  was  for  drawing 
the  sword  the  very  moment  it 
should  be  discovered  that  negotia- 
tions could  not  be  agreed  upon 
whereby  the  rights  of  Maine 
should  be  fully  recognised.  Mr. 
Brown,  of  North  Carolina,  was 
quite  as  belligerent. 

Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  other  band 
and  Mr.  Preston  were  both  in  fa- 
vour of  the  pacific  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  executive.  Mr. 
Calhoun  mainly  opposed  the  allu- 
sion made  as  to  the  probability  or 
possibility  of  a  war.  Mr.  Preston 
mildly  protested  against  the  appa- 
rently excited  feelings  indulged  in 
by  some  senators,  but  if  necessity 
demanded,  and  war  should  prove 
unfortunately  necessary,  South  Ca- 
rolina would  freely  spend  her  blood 
and  her  treasure  in  defence  of 
Maine. 

According  to  Mr.  Davis,  Great 
Britain  had  again  and  again  re- 
fused to  run  a  line  agreeably  with 
the  treaty  of  1789,  The  United 
States  had  again  and  again  impor- 
tuned but  in  vain.  Maine  refused 
to  run  a  conventional  line,  and 
the  government  could  not  without 
her  consent,  in  the  present  irri- 
tated state  of  feeling  on  the  north- 
east frontier.  Maine  could  endure 
no  longer.  The  hope  was  delusive 
that  the  matter  could  end  where 
it  was.  The  conflict  must  come, 
and  would  come,  and  that  aiieedily, 
if  prompt  and  decided  measures 
were  not  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment.   Such  an  arrangement  as 
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that  recommended  by  the  presi- 
dent could  not  give  peace  to 
Maine. 

Mr.  Davis  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Webster,  who  expressed  his  dis- 
approval of  the  course  taken  by 
the  president,  and  demanded  why 
it  wasy  that  after  the  unanimous 
vote  in  congress,  the  president  had 
not  acted  more  efficiently.  For  the 
year  past  the  government  had  done 
absolutely  nothing.  The  question 
at  issue,  Mr.  Webster  continued, 
was  not  one  of  property,  but  of 
political  right.  Maine,  no  more 
than  the  Union,  is  interested  5  and 
he  condemned  the  disposition  ma- 
nifested by  the  general  government 
to  shrink  from  responsibility,  and 
to  place  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
fight  upon  Maine.  There  had 
been  a  want  of  nerve,  said  he,  upon 
the  part  of  the  administration,  a 
bolder  stand  should  be  taken,  and 
a  higher  tone  assumed.  In  con- 
clusion, he  was  for  prompt,  ener. 
getic,  and  decided  action—for  ac- 
tion now— for  a  determination  in 
the  senate  chamber,  and  that  this 
very  night.  He  wanted  our  go- 
vernment to  tell  the  British  go- 
vernment, that  it  was  time  this 
question  was  settled,  and  to  say  to 
her,  that  if  she  refused  to  enter 
upon  negotiations  on  the  treaty  of 
1783,  the  United  States  would  on 
the  4th  of  July  next,  take  posses^ 
sion  herself. 

The  debate  in  both  houses  closed 
by  referring  the  matter  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  afiairs,  who 
recommended  in  their  report,  that 
power  should  be  given  to  the  pre- 
sident to  raise  a  provisional  army 
during  the  congressional  recess, 
that  appropriations  should  be  made 
for  fortifications,  and  the  immedi- 
ate repair  and  building  of  new 
vessels  of  war,  and  that  the  pre- 
sident should  be  instructed  to  re« 


pel  any  invasion  of  the  territorj 
of  the  Union  in  Maine.  It  was 
moreover  recommended,  that  a 
special  minister  should  be  sent  to 
England.  The  session  of  the  con- 
gress shortly  after  came  to  an  end. 

The  minute  of  Messrs.  Fox  and 
Forsyth  was  communicated  to  the 
governor  of  Maine,  who  made 
it,  March  12,  the  subject  cyf  a 
message  to  the  chambers,  in 
which,  that  gentleman,  in  his 
usual  manner,  condemned  the 
proposed  arrangement  as  unequal 
and  unsatisfactory,  and  recom- 
mended that  the  military  force 
should  not  be  withdrawn  before 
the  troops  of  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick  should 
have  completely  evacuated  the  ter- 
ritory. Neither  was  Mr.  Fairfield 
apparently  prepared  to  allow  go- 
vernor Harvey  even  a  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  measures  far  pro- 
tecting the  property  on  the  Aroos. 
took,  advising  on  the  contrary, 
that  in  case  the  forces  of  sir  John 
Harvey  were  withdrawn,  the  mi- 
litia of  Maine  should  also  retire, 
and  a  sufficient  armed  or  unarmed 
civil  posse  be  left  by  the  latter 
state  upon  the  river  for  its  due 
protection.  In  a  postscript  how. 
ever,  the  governor  announced,  that 
he  had  subsequently  received  a 
note  March  7,  of  a  pacific  charac- 
ter from  sir  J.  Harvey,  intimating 
his  willingness  to  enter  into  mr«. 
rangements  upon  the  basis  of  the 
memorandum  of  Mr.  Forsyth  and 
Mr.  Fox.  The  message  and  tlie 
note  were  afterwards  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  north-eaiteni 
boundary. 

The  war  excitement  however, 
in  Maine,  was  fast  subsiding.  The 
chambers  of  Massachusetts  and  of 
New  York,  proceeded  to  pass  very 
moderate  resolutions  in  support  oi 
the  policy  of  the  general  govern- 
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ment.  The  report  of  the  select 
committee  in  the  latter  assembly^ 
exhibits  the  following  creditable 
sentiments : 

"  We  do  not  believe,  that  en- 
lightened and  Christian  Bations» 
bound  to  each  other  in  peculiar  re- 
lations of  feeling  and  interest,  will 
unnecessarily  suffer  the  harmony 
existing  between  them  to  be  in- 
terrupted. The  committee  believe, 
that  an  exgnmaa  on  our  part  of 
ooDcurrence  in  the  policy  of  the 
ffeneral  government,  will  contri. 
bute  to  avert  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  secure  the  speedy  and 
honourable  adjustment  of  the  ex- 
isting difficulties  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain." 

The  house  of  representatives  and 
the  senate  of  Maine,  proceeded  in 
the  meanwhile  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  message  of  governor 
Fairfield.  The  senate  passed  three 
resolutions  in  favour  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  forces  of  the  state 
from  the  disputed  territory.  The 
house  on  the  other  hand,  carried 
a  series  of  resolutions,  in  which 
they  unanimously  requested  the 
general  government  to  lose  no 
time  in  sending  a  special  minister 
to  England  to  procure  a  demarca- 
tion according  to  the  treaty  of 
1783,  recommending  the  United 
States,  in  the  event  of  Great  Bri- 
tain declining  to  concur  in  this 
proceeding,  to  run  the  line  for 
themselves,  and  take  the  respon- 
sibility. I'Tie  resolutions  were  held 
to  partake  of  what  is  called,  in  the 
jargon  of  the  Union,  a  nullifying 
character,  in  as  much  as  they  pro- 
tested, that  any  further  resort  on 
the  part  of  the  president  to  arbi- 
tration, would  amount  to  a  virtual 
abandonment  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  Maine.  Tbey  were  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  165  to  1, 
In  consequence  of  this  disagree- 


ment between  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature,  committees  of  con- 
ference were  appointed  on  either 
side.  The  result  was,  that  the 
members  deputed  on  the  part  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  re- 
ported to  agree  with  the  senate^ 
and  adopt  the  original  resolutions. 
The  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee were  finally  accepted  by 
the  house — and  thus  for  the  time 
was  laid  to  rest  a  dispute  which 
would  not  appear  to  have  found 
much  sympathy  but  among  the 
more  noby  and  ill-conditioned  po-* 
pulaoe  of  the  border  states.  It 
may  be  mentioned,  that  a  com- 
mission conabting  of  Messrs.  Rudoe 
and  Featherstonhaugh,  were  sub- 
sequently sent  out  by  the  Brit- 
ish government  to  conduct  a 
new  investigation  of  the  still  de- 
bateable  territory.  Great  dismay 
was  created  in  the  commerciid 
world  towards  the  close  of  the 
year,  by  the  temporary  insolvency 
of  the  United  States  bank,  which 
was  compelled  to  suspend  its  cash 
payments  on  the  5th  of  October. 
The  example  was  fallowed  by  all 
the  banks  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Virginia,  and  the 
interior  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mexico. — In  our  last  volume 
we  mentioned  that  in  consequence 
of  the  misunderstanding  existing 
between  France  and  this  republic, 
a  considerable  naval  force  had  been 
despatched  under  admiral  Baudin 
to  enforce  the  demands  of  the  lat- 
ter nation.  After  the  arrival  of 
that  officer  with  the  prince  de 
Joinville  off  the  coast  of  Mexico, 
it  appears  that  M.  Leroy  one  of 
the  commanders,  was  despatched 
to  the  capital  to  make  known  to 
the  government  the  uUimatum  of 
France.  In  a  few  days  he  returned 
without  being  the  bearer  of  any 
satisfactory  reply.  The  next  mom. 
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ing  however^  a  letter  was  received, 
in  which  M.  Baudin  was  requested 
to  repair  to  Jalapa,  in  order  to 
treat  with  the  envoys  of  the  go. 
vernment^  sending  away  part  of 
his  forces,  that  Mexico  might  not 
appear  to  yield  to  violence.  The 
admiral  consented  to  the  first  con- 
dition, but  refused  to  liuten  to  the 
second,  and  proceeded  to  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous.  The  envoys 
acceded  to  all  the  terms  imposed 
by  France,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  that  bv  virtue  of  which 
Mexico  was  to  authorise  sales  by 
retail  to  be  made  by  the  French. 
On  this  head  the  agents  expressed 
a  desire  to  receive  further  instruc- 
tions from  their  government.  M. 
Baudin  therefore  allowed  them  an 
ihterval  of  a  few  days  for  this 
purpose.  But  when  at  the  end  of 
this  period  replies  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  he  returned  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  took  up  his  position 
November  27th  in  front  of  the 
castle  with  three  double-banked 
frigates,  four  sloops  of  war,  and  as 
many  brigs  and  bomb  vessels. 

The  bombardment  commenced 
at  half-past  two,  and  the  fire  was 
continued  without  cessation  till 
five  o'clock;  the  effect  of  the 
bombs  from  the  French  fleet  was 
proclaimed  by  the  sounds  of  two 
severe  explosions  which  took  place 
in  the  castle.  When  the  volumes 
of  smoke  had  cleared  away,  the 
observatory,  which  was  situated  on 
the  highest  battery,  and  from 
which  the  hottest  fire  had  been 
kept  up,  was  perceived  to  be  en- 
tirely demolished.  The  other  ex- 
plosion occurred  in  the  lower 
battery,  burying  in  the  ruins  up- 
wards of  150  men,  and  dismount- 
ing a  vast  quantity  of  artillery. 
Notwithstanding  however  this  dis- 
aster, the  discharge  was  main- 
tained on  both   sides  until  eight 


o'clock,  when  the  guns  of  tbe 
fortress'  were  silent .  The  Mexican 
commander  put  out  a  signal  fbr 
a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and 
begged  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw 
his  wounded  men  from  the  ruins 
of  the  fortification.  Admiral 
Baudin  replied,  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  no  truce,  but  would  allow 
the  Mexicans  to  retire  from  the 
fort  if  they  capitulated.  To  this 
the  Mexican  general  agreed,  and 
withdrew  his  troops  from  the 
castle,  which  was  immediately  oc 
cupied  by  the  French  soldiers  and 
marines.  The  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  French  appears  to  have  been 
very  trifling. 

The  next  day  a  treaty  was 
signed  between  the  French  ad- 
miral and  Don  Manuel  Rincon, 
on  board  the  Nereida;  hy  the 
terms  of  which,  it  was  agreed  that 
general  Rincon  should  retain  his 
authority  in  Vera  Cruz  on  binding 
himself  in  honour  that  he  would 
not  maintain  a  garrison  exceeding 
1000  men  in  the  city.  2.  That 
from  the  signature  of  the  present 
treaty  the  blockade  should  be  sus- 
pended for  eight  months,  in  the 
expectation  that  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement would  be  effected 
within  that  period.  3,  That  the. 
French  troops  in  the  castle  should 
have  every  facility  for  supjdying 
themselves  with  fresh  provisions 
in  the  town.  4.  Vice-admiral 
Baudin  engaged  to  procure  the  re- 
turn of  St.  Juan  d*(J]loa  to  tiie 
government  of  the  republic,  to* 
gether  with  the  utensihi  of  war 
received  and  the  corresponding 
inventories,  as  soon  as  the  actiiid 
difficulties  were  adjusted.  5.  And 
it  was  further  stipulated,  that  any 
damage  that  might  have  been  sus- 
tained in  the  absence  of  those 
French  citizens,  who  had  been 
compelled  by  the  subaequent  hos- 
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tilities  to  leave  Vera  Cru2,  should 
be  repaired  by  ft  competent  indem^ 
uification  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexican  authorities^  according  to 
the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  of 
the  republic. 

A  treaty  of  peace  was  finally 
concluded  on  the  9th  of  March^ 
1839)  by  the  mediation  of  Mr. 
Pak6nbam>  the  British  minister^ 
in  virtue  of  which  the  last  men- 
tioned state  engaged  to  pay  an 
indemnification  of  3,000>000  francs 
to  the  French  subjects  who  had 
claims  upon  her  preirious  to  the 
war.  The  amount  of  inclemnifica<* 
tion  due  to  the  persons  who  had 
suffered  loss  by  the  law  of  expul-< 
sioD  was  to  be  settled  by  arbitra- 
tion. The  Mexicans,  moreover^ 
consented  to  place  the  commerce 
of  France  in  their  country  upon 
the  same  footing  with  that  of  the 
most  favoured  nations.  The  rati- 
fication on  the  part  of  Mexico  was 
received.  Admiral  Baudin^  having 
restored  St^  Juan  d'Ulloa  to  the 
Mexican  government,  returned 
with  his  squadron  to  France. 

The  hostilities  between  the  fe- 
deralists and  the  central  govern- 
ment continued.  A  signal  ad* 
vantage  was  however  obtained^ 
June  5,  by  Arista,  the  general  of 
the  government  troops,  by  the 
capture  of  the  town  of  Tampico. 
Urrea,  the  commander  of  the 
federcdists,  was  obliged  to  save 
himself  by  flight. 

China.  The  most  serious  col- 
lision which  has  yet  arisen  be« 
tween  the  Chinese  authorities  and 
the  British  subjects  at  Canton 
took  place  towards  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year  1839. 
The  enormous  increase  of  the  con- 
traband traffic  in  opium,  occa. 
sioned  by  the  opening  of  the  China 
trade  in  1834,  had  lately  begun 
seriously  to  attract  the  attention  of 


the  imperial  government,  who  ap^ 
pear  to  have  come  at  length  to  the 
resolution  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
commerce  altogether.  With  this 
view  an  imperial  commissioner 
arrived,  March  1839,  at  Canton^ 
and  resorted  at  once  to  the  most 
decisive  measures^  He  demanded 
that  every  particle  of  opium  on 
board  the  ships  should  be  at  once 
delivered  up  to  the  government  to 
be  destroyed,  at  the  same  time  that 
a  bond  was  required  that  the  ships 
would  never  again  dare  to  intro^ 
duce  that  article ;  and  in  the  event 
of  any  opium  being  thereafter 
brought,  the  coods  should  be  con- 
fiscated, and  me  parties  willingly 
submit  to  the  punishment  of  death. 
Should  thefordgners  fail  to  comply 
with  these  requisitions,  it  was 
plainly  threatened  by  Lin,  that 
they  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
numbers  and  sacrificed.  The  fuho^ 
tionary  in  question  commenced  his 
operations  by  insisting  that  Mr. 
Dent,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
of  the  English  merchants,  should 
proceed  to  the  city  and  attend 
the  commissioner's  tribunal.  In 
consequence  of  these  indication8> 
the  chief  superintendent,  captain 
£lliot>  prooeeaedin'the  boat  of  one  of 
her  majesty's  vessels,  ontheevening 
of  March  24,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
made  to  stop  him,  to  the  factories 
at  Canton.  He  found  the  whole 
foreign  community  in  a  state  of 
the  greatest  distress,  in  Consequence 
of  the  commissioner's  demand.  His 
first  step  was,  to  convey  Mr.  Dent 
to  the  hall  of  the  superintendents ; 
after  which,  he  immediately  sig- 
nified to  the  Chinese  that  he  was 
prepared  to  proceed  with  Mr. 
Dent  into  the  city,  upon  the  dis- 
tinct stipulation  under  the  commis. 
sioner*s  seal,  that  Mr.  Dent  should 
not  be  moved  out  of  his  sight. 
The  whole  foreign  community  were 
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then  assembled^  and  exhorted  to 
be  moderate  and  calm.  The  same 
nighty  however,  all  the  native 
servants  were  taken  away  and  the 
supplies  cut  off,  the  reason  given 
for  this  measure  being  the  oppo- 
sition  of  the  merchants  to  the 
summons  of  the  commissioner.  The 
factories  were  then  completely 
invested  with  a  large  body  of 
soldiers. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the 
British  superintendent  issued  a 
most  important  circular  to  his 
countrymen,  requiring  the  sur. 
render  into  his  hands  of  all  the 
English  opium  actually  on  the 
coast  of  China  at  that  date.  He 
appears  to  have  undertaken  this 
immense  responsibility  under  the 
conviction  that  the  safety  of  a  vast 
number  of  British  subjects  hung 
upon  his  determination.  On  the 
3rd  of  April,  20,283  chests  of 
opium  were  delivered  over  to  the 
commissioner  from  the  ships  which 
had  assembled  for  that  purpose  be* 
low  the  Bocca  Tigris.  Ihe  im- 
prisonment of  the  merchants  in  the 
meanwhile  remained  unrelaxed  at 
Canton ;  and  every  attempt  was 
made  to  extort  from  the  foreigners 
the  bond  by  which  their  lives  and 
fortunes  would  have  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Chinese 
Government.  This  was  however 
evaded.  It  was  not  until  the  4th 
9f  May,  when  the  whole  of  the 
opium  had  been  given  up,  that  the 
state  of  blockade  was  terminated. 
Leave  was  then  given  for  all  to 
quit  with  the  exception  of  sixteen 
individuals,  who  ultimately  took 
their  departure  with  injunctions 


never  to  return.  Captain  Elliot 
immediately  ordered  every  subject 
of  her  majesty  out  of  the  river, 
leaving  it  for  them  to  remain  at 
their  own  peril.  He  did  not  himself 
remove  from  Canton  until  the  25th 
May,  when  the  proscribed  persons 
had  been  released,  and  there  re- 
mained no  other  British  subject  in 
jeopardy.  The  chief  superintend- 
ent, who  had  been  placed  through- 
out in  so  trying  a  position^  upon 
the  first  opportunity  wrote  to  the 
governor-general,  detailing  ''the 
course  of  violence  and  spoliation 
which  had  broken  up  the  founda. 
tions  of  this  great  trade,  as  far  as 
Canton  was  concerned,  perhaps  for 
ever."  He  applied  at  the  same 
time  for  as  many  armed  vessels, 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty, as  could  be  detached  from 
the  Indian  station. 

We  have  been  prevented  by  the 
pressure  of  other  matter  from 
giving  to  this  important  subject 
any  space  further  than  what  was 
necessary  for  the  mere  inclusioii  of 
the  facts  within  the  annals  of  the 
year.  In  the  next  volume,  heir- 
ever,  we  propose  to  enter  at 
greater  length  into  the  subject, 
presenting  an  account  of  our  inter- 
course with  the  authorities  at 
Canton  since  the  arrival  ct  the 
king's  commissioner  in  18349  and 
bringing  down  the  narrative  to  the 
operations  which  her  majesty's  go- 
vernment has  since  thought  fit  to 
set  on  foot,  in  consequence  of  the 
outrageous  proceedings  which  have 
been  thus  briefly  laid  hefbce  ^e 
reader. 
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DECEMBER.— 1838. 

^^     fTlRIAL  IN   Paris.     Gis-  minimum    of   the    penalty.     The 

*     ..L      QU£T  V,  Messager. —  court  likewise  decreed  the  seizure 

The   trial   of  the    Messager    des  of  the  number  of  the  Messager 

Chambres,  for  libelling  M.  Gis«  containing  the  libel,  and  the  in* 

quet^  formerly  prefect  of  police^  sertion  of  the  judgment  in  that 

commenced  in  the  court  of   as-  journal. 

sizes^  and  elicited  strange  dis-  29.  Question  of  Identity.^— 
closures.  The  journars  charge  of  Scotland.— John  Wilson,  at  Rig- 
immorality  and  peculation  would  muir,  was  brought  before  Mr, 
seem  to  have  been  fully  made  James  Bryson,  of  Sheriffaulds, 
out.  By  Gisquet's  own  con-  charged,  at  the  instance  oi  Lady 
fession,  it  appeared  that  he  paid  Mary  Montgomerie  and  sir  C.  M. 
his  mistress  in  shares  of  contracts  B.  Lamb,  bart.,  her  husband,  with 
for  establishing  omnibus  lines  in  trespassing  on  the  lands  of  Rig- 
Paris.  He  was  represented  as  a  muir,  on  the  9th  of  November,  in 
most  shameless  jobber  in  his  official  pursuit  of  game.  In  support  of 
capacity,  and  his  private  im-  the  charge,  the  complainers  pro- 
moralities  as  systematic  and  dis-  duced  Niel  Hood  and  Niel  M*Do- 
gusting.  Though  the  details  of  nald,  two  of  their  gamekeepers,  as 
the  evidence  were  not  interesting  witnesses,  who  both  swore  that  on 
— being  for  the  most  part  mere  re-  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  Novem- 
petitionsoftransaclions  in  omnibus  ber,  about  seven  o'clock,  they  and 
contracts— the  general  effect  was  another  gamekeeper  named  kirk- 
striking  as  an  exposure  of  the  land,  were  watching  snares,  when 
venality  of  public  men  in  France,  they  heard  a  gun  go  off  3  they 
The  trial  lasted  several  days,  and  concealed  themselves,  and  John 
excited  much  sensation.  On  the  Wilson,  the  defender,  came  to- 
3rd  January  the  jury  returned  a  wards  them,'  carrying  a  double- 
verdict  declaring  the  responsible  barrelled  guo,  evidently  searching 
editor  of  the  Messager  guilty  of  for  game.  Kirkland  seized  him 
defamation  against  a  public  func-  by  the  breast,  when  he  remarked 
tionary,  and  not  guilty  of  defama-  that  he  was  fairly  caught  now. 
tion  with  regard  to  his  private  life.  They  continued  in  conversation 
He  was  accordingly  condemned  to  with  him  for  some  time,  that 
pay  a  fine  of  100  francs,  the  there  wae  little  reason  to  sup- 
VoL.  LXXXI.  B 
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pose    tliey    could    be    mistaken. 
When  taken  he  had  on  a  light- 
grey  coat  and  moleskin  trousers. 
When  examined  for  the  defence, 
they   swore  positively   that  they 
could  not  have  mistaken  the  de- 
fender's  brother,  James  Wilson, 
for  him,  as  there  was  little  resem- 
blance between   them,   and   they 
had  known    them   both   for    two 
years.    In  exculpation,  John  Lind- 
say swore  that  on  the  day  libelled 
the  defender's  brother,  James  Wil- 
son, came  to  him,  and  said,  that 
he  had  been  caught  poaching  that 
morning,  and  had  been  taken  for 
his  brother  John,  who  might  get 
into  trouble  on  his  account;  where- 
upon  he  went   to    their  father's 
house,  and  desired  the  servants  to 
remember  that  that  day  was  the 
9th  of  November,  and  what  John 
had  been  doing  on  the  morning. 
Catherine  M'Call  swore,  that  on 
the  morning  libelled  the  defender 
was  churning  along  with  her,  and 
was  not  out  of  her  sight  from  six 
o'clock  until  ten ;  and  the  reason 
she  remembered  the  day  so  dis- 
tinctly was,  that  Lindsay  had  told 
her  to  keep  mind  of  it  3  that  on  the 
morning  libelled  defender  had  on  a 
sleeved  corduroy  vest  and  plaiding 
trousers;  and  that  she  had  been  up- 
wards of  three  years  and  a  half  m 
the  defender's  father's  service,  and 
never  saw  John  with  a  grey  coat,  or 
with  a  doubled- barrelled  gun.  Two 
other  servants  (young  girls)  were 
then  examined,  who  gave  evidence 
to  the  same  effect  as  M'Call.    The 
justice  continued  the  case   until 
the  ordinary  court,  and  appointed 
James  Wilson  to  appear  along  with 
the  defender,  and  aiao  ordered  the 
pursuer  to  adduce  Kirkland,  the 
third  keeper,  who  was  present  at 
the  seizure,  to   be  examined  in 
court.     On  the  7th  of  January, 
the  case  was  again  brought  ^n- 


ward  before  a  full  bench  of  justices, 
when  the  two  brothers  were  pro- 
duced, and   their  resemblance  to 
each   other  might  have  qualified 
them  to  have  performed  the  two 
Dromios.      Kirkland,     the    third 
gamekeeper,  was  then  examined, 
and  desired  to  look   at   the  two 
brothers,  and  say  whether  the  de- 
fender   was    the  person    he   had 
caught  poaching  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember ?     He  then  swore  that  it 
was  not  the  defender,  but  that  it 
was  James  Wilson,  the  person  who 
now  wore  a  grey  coat  in  court; 
and  farther,  that  he  was  positive 
that  he  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to 
his  identity.     The  justices  having 
thus  the  evidence  of  two  game- 
keepers, who  swore  positively  to 
the  identity  of  the  defender  as  the 
person   whom  they  had    caught 
poaching,  and  of  one  keeper  who 
swore  as  positively  that  he  was 
not  the  person;  and  having  also 
the  evidence  of  the  three  servant 
girls  in  proof  of  an  alibi,  dismissed 
the  complaint,  and  found  the  com- 
plainers  liable  in  1/.  1^.  of  modified 
expenses. 

A  new  complaint  was  thereafter 
brought  against  James  for  the 
same  act  of  trespass,  and  came  on 
to  be  tried  before  a  bench  of 
justices  on  the  4th  of  February. 
Kirkland,  as  before,  swore  posu 
tively  that  he  had  caught  him 
poaching  on  the  day  libelled^  but 
on  cross-examination  he  deposedf 
that  he  had  never  seen  him  negate 
that  morning.  A  third  brother, 
Andrew,  having  the  same  Dromio- 
like  resemblance,  was  then  shown 
to  him,  and  he  was  asked  if  it  was 
not  him  whom  he  had  caught; 
but  he  persisted  in  his  original 
testimony.  Lindsay  repeated  his 
former  evidence,  with  this  varia- 
tion, that  he  (the  defender)  told 
him  immediately  afterwazdsy  be- 
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fore  any  complaint  was  brought    noon^  when  he  was  shot^  the  ball 
against  him  or  his  brother,  that    entering  his  body  a  little  below  his 


he  was  not  the  person  who  had 
been  caught.  On  behalf  of  the 
defender,  the  complainers'  two 
gamekeepers.  Hood  and  M'Donald, 
were  then  examined,  and  repeated 
I  heir  testimony,  that  they  had 
known  the  whole  family  for  two 
years,  that  the  defender  was  inno- 
cent, and  that  John,  who  had 
been  previously  acquitted,  was  the 
person  whom  they  had  caught. 
This  finished  the  evidence,  and 
the  justices,  considering  the  ex- 
traordinary nature  of  the  proof,  and 
the  direct  testimony  of  the  com- 
plainers' own  servants,  who  had  fired.  His  lordship  was  in  the  act 
known  the  defender  for  years,  that  of  pointing  out  four  or  five  trees 
he  was  innocent,  while  the  other  which  he  was  anxious  to  have  cut 
keeper,  who  gave  evidence  against  down.  It  was  then  about  a 
him,  had  never  seen  him  before  quarter  to  four,  and  clear  daylight, 
the  morning  libelled,  dismissed  The  steward  at  the  time  had  his 
the  complaint,  and  found  the  com-    back  turned  towards  a  hedge  which 


left  breast. 

The  earl  died  about  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  3rd, 
after  forty-three  hours  of  extreme 
suflTering.  A  coroner's  jury,  on 
the  next  dav,  sat  to  receive  evi- 
dence  respecting  the  cause  and 
agent  of  his  death.  The  first  wit- 
ness was  lord  Norbury's  steward. 
His  evidence  was  to  the  following 
effect : — 

*'  He  was  the  only  person  in 
company  with  Lord  Norbury,  and 
was  within  about  nine  feet  of  him 

his  rear   when   the    shot 
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skirled  the  plantation  in  which 
they  then  were ;  and  while  look- 
ing up  at  the  trees  which  were  to 
be  cut,  he  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun,  and  saw  smoke  proceeding 
from  the  hedge  which  was  on  the 
top  of  a  ditch  :  on  looking  farther, 
he  saw  a  man  at  the  other  side  of 
the  hedge  in  the  gripe,  stooping 
down  and  running  as  hard  as  he 
could  up  the  gripe.  He  followed 
him    about    twenty    yards;    but 


1.  Murder  of  the  Earl  of 
Norbury.— Our  record  of  do- 
mestic occurrences  for  the  present 
year,  opens  with  an  act  of  singular 
atrocity,  and   which  has  thrown 

into  consternation  all  classes  of  hearing  lord  Norbury  cry  out  two 
society  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  or  three  times,  he  returned  to  his 
in  which  it  was  perpetrated.  It  assistance,  when  he  was  just  about 
took  place  on  the  first  day  of  the  to  break  through  the  hedge  in 
year,  and  up  to  the  close  of  it,  no  pursuit  of  the  assassin.  On  re- 
clue  had  been  afforded  for  the  dis-^iturning  to  his  lordship,  he  found 
of  the  murderer,  notwith-     him  in  the  act  of  falling;  and  took 

him  in  his  arms  and  carried  him 
towards  (fcjiKilbeggan  or  Abbey  en- 
trance-looge,  about  twenty  yards ; 
but  being  unable  to  carry  him  far- 
ther, and  lord  Norbury  being  very 
weak  and  faint,  he  placed  him  on 
his  back  on  the  ground,  intending 
B  2 


covery 

standing  the  active  exertions, 
and  large  rewards  offered  by 
government  for  that  purpose. 

His  lordship  was  walking  with 
his  steward,  in  the  shrubbery  near 
his  own  house  at  Kilbeggan,  in  the 
county  of  Meath,  late  in  the  after- 
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to  go  for  assistance.  He  proceeded 
to  the  lodge ;  and  having  desired 
two  females  whom  he  found  there 
to  go  to  his  lordship's  assistance, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Abbey  and 
called  for  Mr.  Stewart,  lord  Nor. 
biiry's  son-in-law,  the  only  gen. 
tleman  then  staying  there.  Mr. 
Stewart  went  immediately  to  lord 
Norbury,  and  conducted  him 
home.  He  recollected  and  de- 
scribed the  dress  of  the  mur- 
derer." 

Dr.  Pierce  of  Tullamore  and 
Dr.  Duigan  of  Kilbeggan  were 
immediately  sent  for:  they  found 
that  lord  Norbury  had  received 
six  wounds  from  a  blunderbuss 
loaded  with  swan-shot.  The  jury, 
a  mixed  one  of  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants, found  a  verdict  of  "  Wil- 
ful murder  against  persons  un- 
known." There  was  a  posl  mortem 
examination  of  the  body. 

5.  Trial  of  English  Boxers 
IN  Paris. — Two  English  boxers, 
Owen  Swift  and  Adams,  were 
summoned  before  the  tribunal  of 
Correctional  Police,  accused  of 
having  engaged  in  a  pugilistic 
rencontre  in  the  Commune  of 
Charenton  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber previous.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  Swifc  was  the  principal  person 
implicated  in  the  fatal  prize  fight 
on  Melbourne-heath  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1838,  when  his  antagonist 
was  killed.  Much  had  been  said 
about  this  trial,  in  which  it  was 
expected  that  some  of  the  princi* 
pal  members  of  the  Paris  Jockey 
Club  would  be  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, but  the  curiosity  of  the 
public  was  deceived  on  this  point. 
The  accused  parties  did  not  ap- 
pear, and  suffered  judgment  to  go 
by  default.  It  appeared  that  the 
present  match,  which  was  for  the 
sum  of  lOOL,  took  place  at  Cha- 
renton on  the  farm  of  an  English- 


man named  Drake.  One  of  the  wit- 
nesses was  a  neighbour,  who,  see- 
ing several  carriages  arrive  in  front 
of  Mr.  Drake's  field,  asked  some 
Englishmen  what  they  were  going 
to  do  ?  They  replied,  *'  We  are 
going  to  amuse  ourselves."  He 
saw  all  the  preparations  for  the 
fight,  but  he  was  not  present  when 
it  took  place.  He  only  knew  that 
bets  to  a  large  amount  were  de- 
pending on  it. 

M.  Thevenin,  king's  advocate, 
inveighed  loudlv  against  the  kind 
of  spectacle  which  these  boxers 
wished  to  introduce  into  France, 
and  which  he  designated  as  igno- 
ble, degrading,  and  barbarous. 
After  reading  the  particulars  of 
the  first  examination  of  Swift,  the 
president  pronounced  judgment, 
by  which,  in  virtue  of  article  311 
of  the  penal  code*  Swift  and 
Adams  were  condemned  each  to 
13  months'  imprisonment. 

5  and  6.  Violent  Hurricane 
AND  Shipwreck. — A  gale  of  wind, 
of  extraordinary  violence,  from  the 
north-west,  began  in  the  metro- 
polis on  Sunday  night  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  continued  till  between 
five  and  six  on  Monday  morning. 
During  part  of  Monday  night  also 
the  wind  was  high,  but  not  so  vio- 
lent as  on  the  previous  night  and 
morning.  The  effects  of  the  gale 
were  not  very  remarkable  about 
town  :  some  vessels  in  the  Thames 
broke  from  their  moorings,  with 
the  loss  of  spars  and  bowsprits; 
trees  were  torn  up,  and  chimney- 
pots blown  down ;  but  no  per- 
sonal injuries  of  consequence  were 
sustained.  In  the  country  and 
on  the  coasts  however,  the  loss  of 
life  and  property  was  dreadful. 

At  Liverpool,  during  the  after- 
noon of  Sunday,  the  wind  blew 
freshly  from  the  southward  and 
south-eastward.    Of  this  circum«> 
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stance  several  outward-bound  ves- 
sels availed  themselves;  among 
which  were  the  Pennsylvania  and 
the  St.  Andrew,  New  York  packet* 
ships.  At  eleven  o'clock,  the  wind 
in  a  terrific  squall  shifted  to  the 
northward  and  westward;  from 
M'hich  quarter  it  continued  to 
blow  with  extraordinary  fury 
during  the  whole  night.  The 
morning  disclosed  a  melancholy 
scene  of  disaster.  The  streets 
were  strewed  with  the  fragments 
of  stones^  slates,  and  bricks,  which 
had  been  hurled  from  the  roofs 
and  dwellings.  The  gale  had 
blown  down  at  one  swoop,  the 
wall  of  the  Kirkdale  gaol,  the 
handsome  stone  front  of  the  Wes« 
leyan  chapel,  erecting  in  Great 
Homer-street,  the  walls  of  which 
had  but  the  preceding  day  been 
completed,  and  the  iron  pallisades 
and  the  trees  in  the  grave-yard  of 
St.  James's  church ;  one  wing  of 
a  large  cotton  factory,  which  had 
recently  been  erected  on  the  banks 
of  the  canal,  was  prostrated,  and 
the  cotton  it  contained  scattered 
like  flakes  of  snow  in  the  neigh- 
bouring district.  Several  persons 
perished  in  their  beds  from  the 
falling  of  chimnies;  among  whom 
may  be  mentioned  Mrs.  Law- 
rence, the  mother  of  a  member  of 
the  Town  Council,  who  was 
crushed  beneath  the  weight  of  a 
stack  of  chimnies ;  and  the  child- 
ren of  a  Mr.  Marshy  residing  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

Many  vessels  were  lost  at  sea; 
but  the  fate  of  the  Pennsylvania, 
St.  Andrew,  and  Lockwoods  (the 
two  former  bound  to  America,  the 
latter  just  coming  into  port)  laden 
with  valuable  cargoes,  and  pas- 
sengers, excited  the  most  interest. 
The  Victoria  steam-tug,  which  had 
gone  out  during  Monday  after- 
noon to  try  to  render  assidtance  to 


any  vessels  that  might  be  in  dis« 
tress,  discovered  within  half  a 
mile  of  each  other,  on  the  North 
Bank,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  St. 
Andrew,  and  the  Lockwoods.  The 
life-boat  was  afloat,  and  making 
every  exertion  to  save  as  many 
people  on  board  these  vessels  as 
possible.  She  succeeded  in  taking 
off  the  St.  Andrew  the  captain^ 
the  crew,  and  the  passengers ;  all 
of  whom  were  conveyed  in  safety 
on  board  the  Victoria.  She  then 
proceeded  to  the  Lockwoods^ 
which,  besides  the  crew,  had 
eighty-five  passengers  on  board; 
arid  took  off  in  all  thirty.three 
persons,  leaving  fi*om  eighty  to 
a  hundred  souls  on  the  wreck. 
Among  the  persons  saved,  was  an 
infant  only  eighteen  months  old^ 
whose  father  and  mother  were  left 
on  board.  The  Pennsylvania  lay 
in  the  surf,  the  hull  nearly  covered 
by  the  sea,  and  could  not  be  ap- 
proached. Th e  captai  n ,  the  crew, 
and  the  passengers  were  in  the 
rigging,  and  the  sea  was  making  a 
breach  over  the  ship.  Three  of 
the  crew  and  two  passengers 
had  previously  left  her,  in  one  of 
her  boats ;  but  the  boat  was  over- 
whelmed in  the  surf,  and  onlv  one 
of  the  passengers,  Mr.  Thomson, 
of  New  York,  reached  land. 
This  gentleman  wore  a  life-pre- 
server. 

The  Victoria  went  out  again  at 
eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  twelve 
boatmen,  two  boats,  and  a  life* 
boat.  At  daybreak,  her  boats  were 
lowered,  and  pulled  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Pennsylvania.  Pre^ 
viously  to  their  arrival,  the  Hus- 
kisson  schooner  had  passed  the 
bank,  and  her  crew  were  horror- 
stricken  with  the  heart-rending 
shrieks  uttered  by  the  helpless  in- 
dividuals clinging  to  the  rigging. 
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and  who,  during  an  entire  night, 
had  been  exposed  to  the  pelting  of 
the  most  pitiless  snow-storm  which 
ever  whitened  our  coast.  At 
imminent  risk,  twenty-three  per- 
sons were  eventually  snatched  from 
the  shrouds,  utterly  exhausted 
with  fatigue,  and  paralyzed  with 
cold.  Three  corpses  were  left  in 
the  tops.  The  Victoria  proceeded 
to  the  LfOck woods,  and  brought 
from  her,  with  one  exception,  all 
who  remained  alive,  to  the  num- 
ber of  thirty-eight  individuals. 
Amongst  them  were  two  children 
whose  mother  had  perished;  one 
was  an  infant  only  seven  weeks 
old.  About  thirty  persons  were 
lying  on  the  poop  of  the  Lock- 
woods  all  dead,  and  several  more 
were  drowned  in  the  cabin.  The 
captain  of  this  latter  vessel 
promptly  proceeded  to  Liverpool 
for  assistance :  had  subsequently 
embarked  on  board  the  Victoria, 
and  was  zealous  and  indefatigable 
in  his  exertions  to  save  his  crew 
and  passengers.  Upwards  of 
eighty,  however,  perished. 

Numerous  smaller  vessels  and 
boats  were  wrecked  during  the 
gale.  The  property  lost  was  reck- 
oned at  a  million  sterling.  The 
cargo  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Sf. 
Andrew  were  worth  from  400,000/. 
to  500,000/.  About  a  hundred 
lives  were  lost  at  or  near  Liver- 
pool. A  subscription  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  was  set  on 
foot  by  the  Underwriters,  and 
1,600/.  was  soon  put  down.  The 
North-west  Light  was  driven  from 
her  moorings ;  and  the  loss  of  the 
large  American  vessels  was  partly 
attributed  to  the  want  of  that 
beacon. 

At  Manchester  the  storm  com^ 
menced  abont  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  blowing  a  perfect  hurri- 
wae  till  between  eight  and  oine^ 


when  it  began  to  moderate;  Imt 
at  intervals  daring  the  day  it  broke 
out  again  with  increased  violence, 
in  furious  gusts.  Stacks  of  chim- 
nies  in  almost  every  street  were 
blown  down,  and  falling  in  several 
instances  through  the  roofs,  de- 
stroyed the  lives  of  the  inmates. 
In  one  instance  a  whole  family, 
consisting  of  father,  mother,  and 
four  children,  were  thus  buried  in 
the  ruins;  and  it  was  asserted 
that  no  less  than  ten  coroner's 
warrants  were  issued  for  Salford 
alone  before  twelve  o'clock.  Se- 
veral houses  were  blown  completely 
down,  others  unroofed ;  whilst  in 
some  places  the  sheet-lead  was 
peeled  off  the  slates,  and  compactly 
rolled  up,  as  if  by  the  pluntber's 
art.  Towards  evening,  it  began 
to  rain  and  snow  very  heavily,  and 
the  fury  of  the  storm  considerably 
abated. 

The  accounts  from  Carlisle, 
Whitehaven,  Preston,  Blackburn, 
Oldham,  Bury,  Rochdale,  New- 
castle, Hull,  Lincoln,  and  other 
places  in  the  north,  were  to  the 
same  effect ;  the  destruction  of 
property  being  greater  or  less,  but 
everywhere  considerable. 

The  storm  extended  to  Scotland 
and  Ireland  ;  and  in  Dublin  more 
particularly  great  damage  was 
done. 

Among  the  lesser  disasters  oc- 
casioned by  the  violence  of  the 
gale,  may  be  mentioned  the  delay 
in  the  arrival  of  the  mails.  That 
from  Edinburgh,  due  at  Carlisle 
at  half-i)ast  three  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  did  not  arrive  till 
about  six  in  the  evening.  It  was 
related,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  forenoon,  as  the  coach  was 
proceeding  on  the  road  from 
Galashiels  to  Selkirk,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Abbotsford,  the  driver, 
whilst  applying  the  whip  to  the 
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horsed^  he  having  previously  Imd 
to  hold  on  by  the  box^  was  dIowq 
off  by  the  force  of  the  hurricane, 
and  immediately  afterwards  the 
coach^  along  with  the  horses,  was 
carried  over  the  fence  into  the  ad- 
joining field,  the  coach  having 
rolled  over  several  times.  It  hap- 
pened, fortunately,  that  no  pas- 
sengers were  in  the  coach  at  the 
time  of  the  accident.  It  would 
appear  too  that  the  coachman  was 
only  slightly  hurt.  None  of  the 
horses  were  injured,  but  their 
harness  went  to  pieces,  and  the 
coach  was  partially  broken,  so  that 
the  mail-bags  had  to  be  brought 
on  to  Carlisle  in  a  chaise. 

7.  Ill-usage  at  a  Lunatic 
Asylum. — At  the  Hants'  county 
sessions,  Charlotte  Rose  was  in- 
dicted, charged  on  the  coroners 
inquest,  with  beating  and  ill-using 
Mary  Ann  Strong,  deceased,  so  as 
to  accelerate  her  death,  at  the 
lunatic  asylum  of  Mrs.  Middleton, 
at  Grove-place,  in  the  parish  of 
Nursling. 

In  this  case,  the  facts  of  which 
were  given  in  our  last  number,  it 
will  be  recollected  that  the  princi- 
pal witnesses  were  two  women  who 
had  been  patients  in  the  asylum 
at  the  same  time  as  Mrs.  Strong. 
On  the  trial,  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant  objected  to  their  evi- 
dence, on  the  ground,  that  they 
had  been  confined  as  lunatics 
during  the  whole  time  mentioned 
in  the  indictment.  The  chairman 
decided  that  the  admissibility  of 
their  testimony  should  depend  on 
proof  being  given  that  they  en- 
joyed lucid  intervals  during  the 
period  in  question.  Several  wit- 
iies8es  were  called,  both  in  support 
of  and  against  this  point;  and  the 
jury,  after  consulting  for  some 
time,  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty 
of  a  common  assault.    Fined  5/.', 


and  to  be  immrisoned  until  such 
fine  be  paid.  The  trial  of  Sillence, 
the  other  accused  party^  was  de^ 
ferred  until  nest  sessions. 

13.  Murder  in  Glasgow.-— 
We  have  to  record  a  melancholy 
case  of  murder  (perpetrated,  as 
would  appear^  under  the  influence 
Oi  insanity^.  It  is  the  stabbiog  to 
death  a  girl  deaf  and  dumb,  by 
the  hand  of  her  own  brother. 

Thomas  M^Kinnis;,  the  onuN 
derer,  and  his  sister,  whose  name 
was  Helen,  resided  alone  in  the 
same  house,  in  King-street.  No 
person  witnessed  the  cruel  deed» 
and  all  that  was  known  of  the  cir- 
cumstance came  from  the  informal 
tion  of  the  unfortunate  man  him** 
self,  who  was  the  first  to  make 
known  his  crime.  On  searching 
the  house,  the  dead  body  of  the  un«. 
fortunate  female  was  found  on  tbo 
floor  undressed,  drenched  in  bloody 
and  covered  with  wounds.  Over 
the  corpse  a  sheet  had  been  thrown 
by  the  murderer.  The  prisoner 
underwent  a  long  examination  be- 
fore the  proper  authorities,  and 
made  the  fullest  confession  of  his 
guilt,  of  which  however  he  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  sense.  He 
stated,  in  substance,  with  the  in« 
coherence  of  a  lunatic,  that  for  the 
last  six  years  he  had  been  in  a 
dreadful  state  of  distress;  that 
things  were  come  to  a  crisis,  and 
having  had  the  greatest  love  for 
his  sister,  who  was  a  most  virtuouB 
girl,  and  for  whom  he  would  have 
travelled  the  whole  earth,  after 
trying  every  means  to  preserve 
her  from  want  and  misery,  with* 
out  efiisct,  on  the  Saturday  night 
previous  to  the  commission  of  tho 
deed  he  had  resolved  to  save  her 
by  putting  her  out  of  the  world. 
Accordingly  he  rose  about  one 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  his 
sister  being  in  bed  asleep,  and 
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struck  a  light  to  see  the  position 
in  which  she  lay,  that  he  might 
the  more  effectually  put  her  out 
of  pain.  After  this  he  extin- 
guished  the  light  that  she  might 
not  see  who  it  was  that  touched 
her.  He  then  got  his  knife,  and 
just  gave  her  the  slightest  stab, 
because  he  thought  whenever  it 
touched  her  she  would  have  ex- 
pired at  once.  He  would  not  for 
thousands  have  done  it  had  he 
thought  otherwise,  as  it  was  all 
for  her  good — but  she  got  up, 
jumped  out  of  bed,  and  grasped 
him  by  the  neck,  which  irritated 
him,  and  he  then  saw  that  the 
business  would  have  to  be  com- 
pleted. In  the  struggle  his  hand 
was  cut  by  the  knife,  but  after  re- 
peated stabs  his  sister  fell,  and  her 
head  striking  on  a  tub,  he  saw  all 
was  over.  After  this  he  laid  her 
out,  and  covered  the  body  with  a 
sheet.  He  then  took  off"  the  shirt 
he  had  on,  which  was  bloody  about 
the  neck,  where  his  sister  had 
grasped  him,  and  put  on  a  clean 
one.  He  afterwards  went  to  a 
friend's  house  in  Saltmarket,  where 
he  told  what  he  had  done,  and 
where  he  was  apprehended.  When 
asked  by  the  superintendent  of 
police,  after  the  examination,  whe. 
ther  he  would  wish  to  be  confined 
in  gaol  or  in  Bridewell, beseemed, 
or  affected  to  be,  quite  startled, 
and  declared  that  such  gross 
tyranny  had  never  been  witnessed. 
He  had  done  a  great  deed,  in 
which  he  was  justified,  by  saving 
the  poor  woman  whom  he  loved, 
and  would  he  be  sent  to  Bridewell 
for  80  doing  ?  He  was  committed 
to  prison. 

14.  Court  of  Chancery. — 
Pike  v.  Vigors. — Dublin. — The 
judgment  in  the  cause  of  Pike  and 
Vigors,  relative  to  the  West  Cork 
Mining  Company,  was  pronounced 


by  the  lord  chancellor.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  to  have  the  con- 
tract, upon  which  the  company 
was  formed,  set  aside  for  fraud. 
Mr.  Pike,  of  London,  agreed  in 
February  1834,  to  form  a  com- 
pany in  London  to  work  the  mines 
upon  the  estate  of  the  late  lord 
Audley,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  for 
165,000/.  The  company  was  ac- 
cordingly formed  ;  and  the  trans- 
action subsequently  impeached  by 
Mr-  Vigors,  one  of  the  directors. 
If  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Vigors*  cross 
bill  had  been  acceded  to,  the  con- 
sequence must  have  been  the  dis- 
solution of  the  company,  and  lord 
Audley 's  executors  would  have 
been  obliged  to  refund  that  por- 
tion of  the  purchase-money  al- 
ready paid.  The  lord  chancellor 
said,  there  was  no  evidence  upon 
which  he  could  take  upon  himself 
to  fix  the  brand  of  fraud  upon  the 
memory  of  lord  Audley.  There 
had  been  no  misrepresentation  of 
the  value  of  the  property,  which 
had  been  represented  by  eminent 
engineers  to  abound  in  mines  of 
rich  copper  ore,  and  fine  slates, 
&C.  In  fact^  no  one  could  tell  at 
the  present  moment  what  those 
mines  might  produce  af  properly 
worked.  He,  therefore,  decided 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  Pike,  and 
dismissed  the  cross  bill,  but  with- 
out costs.  The  cause  occupied 
twelve  days  of  the  last  term  in  the 
hearing.  The  defendant  Vigors' 
cross  bill  was  prepared  by  an  emi- 
nent London  pleader;  and  lord 
Plunket  treated  it  with  ridicule^ 
as  containing  no  less  than  twenty 
different  prayers  inconsistent  with 
each  other. 

15.  Special  Commission,  Ire- 
land.— According  to  Judge  Bur- 
ton, one  great  object  of  the 
present  commission,  was  the  bring- 
ing before  the  public  mind  the 
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state  of  this  unquiet  country  with 
respect  to  crime* 

The  commission  was  opened  at 
Clonmel.  The  proceedings  com- 
menced by  the  trial  of  Cornelius 
Hickey  and  William  Walsh,  for 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Austin  Cooper, 
The  principal  witness  was  John 
Patrick  Ryan,  an  accomplice.  The 
prosecution  was  conducted  by  the 
solicitor-general.  The  prisoners 
were  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  death.  It  was  proved  that  the 
murder  was  planned  in  the  most 
cool  and  deliberate  manner;  and 
that  Mr,  Weyland  was  to  have 
been  the  victim,  though  Mr. 
Cooper  was  killed  by  mistake. 
The  principal  witness,  John  Ryan 
Patrick,  had  been  treated  harshly, 
as  he  said,  by  Mr.  Weyland,  re- 
specting the  occupancy  of  some 
land.  He  then,  with  the  prisoners 
Walsh  and  Hickey,  conspired  to 
murder  that  gentleman  ;  and  they 
made  no  secret  of  their  intention. 
Ryan  said,  he  thought  it  would  be 
a  **  good  thing  to  shoot  Mr.  Wey- 
land," and  he  "determined  to 
have  his  life."  They  talked  about 
it  at  public-houses,  and  to  various 
persons,  women  as  well  as  men. 
One  of  the  witnesses  said,  "  it  had 
been  going  on  for  six  months;" 
and  it  would  seem  that  nearly  the 
whole  population  must  have  been 
aware  of  the  intention  to  kill  Mr. 
Weyland,  though  the  exact  time 
when  the  murder  was  to  be  com- 
mitted was  probably  known  but  to 
few.  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  and  his 
brother,  Mr,  Austin  Cooper,  were 
in  company  with  Mr,  Weyland  on 
the  road  from  Kilmore  to  Tippe- 
rary  when  Mr.  Austin  Cooper  was 
killed  by  shots  intended  for  Mr. 
Weyland;  who  was  also  wounded. 
Several  persons  fired.  In  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  were  num- 
bers of  the  peasantry,  not  one  of 


whom  interfered  to  prevent  the 
murder,  or  secure  the  actors  in  it. 
The  witnesses  for  the  prisoners 
swore  through  thick  and  thin,  but 
were  not  credited. 

Among  the  other  cases  brought 
before  the  commission,  may  be 
noticed  that  of  Edward  Hogan, 
murdered  at  Kenagh,  on  the  29th 
of  June  previous.  James  Kelly 
and  Matthew  Hourigan  were 
placed  at  the  bar,  the  former 
charged  with  having  struck  the 
deceased  with  a  stone;  and  the 
prisoner  Hourigan  with  aiding  and 
abetting  in  the  homicide.  It  was 
difficult,  from  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  to  assign  any  motive  on  the 
part  of  either  of  the  prisoners  for 
the  attack  on  the  deceased,  or  to 
discover  any  traces  of  previous 
provocation;  but  that  they  had 
formed  the  design  of  killing 
him  was  sufficiently  apparent. 
The  prisoners  were  first  seen  on 
the  evening  of  the  29th  June,  in  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Nenagh,  at 
some  distance  from  where  the  at- 
tack on  Hogan  was  made.  The 
prisoner  Kelly  was  married,  and 
his  wife  was  in  company  of  him 
and  the  other  prisoner,  and  as  it 
appeared  urged  him  not  to  do  what 
he  was  about.  He  was  then  seen 
to  take  up  a  stone  and  put  it  in 
his  pocket,  and  he  and  Hourigan, 
who  had  a  stick  in  his  hand,  went 
off  to  another  part  of  the  town. 
The  deceased  Hogan  was  on  his 
way  out  of  the  town ;  the  prisoners 
came  behind  him,  and  Kelly  took 
the  stone  from  his  pocket  and 
struck  him  on  the  head,  inflicting 
a  wound  of  which  the  unfortunate 
man  died  in  three  or  four  days  af- 
terwards. Attempts  were  made 
to  arrest  the  parties.  They  were 
laid  hold  of  at  the  moment  by  some 
individuals,  but  afterwards  got 
away,  and  were  not  finally  appre- 
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hended  until  some  time  after  the 
man  had  died.  A  verdict  of 
**  Wilful  murder"  was  returned 
against  both  prisoners.  They  were 
condemned  to  death ;  but  the  sen- 
tence was  subsequently  commuted 
into  transportation  for  life. 

Several  persons  were  found 
guilty  of  Whiteboy  offences,  and 
sentenced  to  transportation.  There 
would  seem  to  have  been  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  testimony,  and 
no  reluctance  in  juries  to  convict. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  trials, 
the  solictor-general^  addressing 
the  bench,  declared  that  no  evi- 
dence of  a  general  conspiracy 
among  the  peasantry  had  been 
produced.  He  said— *he  felt  bouAd, 
for  the  sake  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land,  to  allude  to  an  assertion 
which  had  been  made — namely, 
that  the  government  of  the  coun* 
try  encouraged  crime ;  and  that 
whatever  offence  the  people  might 
commit,  they  had  only  to  apply  to 
the  executive  for  pardon.  He 
warned  the  people  not  to  be  led 
away  by  this  miserable  and  most 
monstrous  delusion. 

15.  Singular  Trial,  Paris.— 
A  trial  came  on  about  this  time  be- 
fore the  Paris  tribunals,  relative  to 
the  young  heiress  of  Sampayo,  mar- 
ried to  the  son  of  the  duke  of  Pal- 
melia.  The  heiress  was  daughter 
of  count  Povoa,  who  died  in  1832, 
and  about  eleven  years  of  age. 
With  the  consent  of  her  guardian^ 
M.  Esteves,  and  her  mother,  she 
had  been  betrothed  to  the  marquis 
de  Fayal,  son  of  the  duke  of  Pal- 
mella.  Dispensation  having  been 
obtained,  the  marriage  was  cele- 
brated on  the  3d  of  January,  1836  ; 
it  being  understood  that  the  joung 
wife  was  to  live  separate  from  her 
husband,  under  the  care  of  the 
duchess  of  Palmella.  The  young 
lady,  it  was  calculated^  then  pos- 


sessed about  60,000/.  a  year <  But 
by  the  death  of  her  brother,  which 
took  place  subsequently,  her  for- 
tune swelled  to  an  enormous 
heritage.  Collateral  relatives  then 
demanded  to  break  the  marriage 
before  the  ecclesiastical  court  of 
Lisbon.  The  court  ordered  cano- 
nical separation.  The  French 
judge  Dewellyan,  on  demand, 
ordered  the  young  lady  to  be 
lodged  in  a  convent;  but  the 
duchess  de  Palmella  carried  her 
off.  M.  Teste  (as  advocate  for  the 
collaterals)  said  that  the  young 
marquis  did  not  enjoy  good  health, 
and  pleaded  that  the  marriage 
should  be  delayed  till  the  young 
lady  was  fifteen,  and  that  then  she 
should  be  at  liberty  to  accept  or 
refuse  it.  The  court  confirmed 
the  sentence,  that  the  young  lady 
should  be  consigned  to  the  con- 
vent; but  declared  that  the  de- 
cree of  the  Portuguese  ecclesias- 
tical court  had  no  validity  in 
France. 

16.  Fire  AT  MoRDEN,  Surrey. 
— A  fire  broke  out  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at 
the  Crown  Inn,  Morden,  by  which 
the  premises  were  totally  destroyed, 
and  two  men  lost  their  lives.  The 
deceased  persons  were  the  hostler 
and  stable-boy ;  the  former  had 
gone  to  bed  intoxicated,  and  could 
not  be  roused.  The  flames  had 
got  to  such  a  height  before  any 
alarm  was  given,  that  the  inmates 
had  only  just  time  to  escape 
through  the  windows,  without 
saving  even  their  clothes.  How 
the  fire  originated  did  not  appear. 

—  Singular  Case  op  Forg- 
ing    ACCEPTANCES.       BlEWITT    V. 

Morgan. — The  plaintiff  in  this 
case  was  one  of  the  registered  offi- 
cers of  the  Monmouth  and  Gla- 
morganshire Joint-stock  Banking 
company,   and    the   action   was 
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brought  to  recoTer  309/.  odd^ 
being  the  amount  of  two  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  by  John  Morgan, 
and  professing  to  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  defendant. 

It  appeared  upon  the  production 
of  the  instruments  that  the  accept 
tanoe  was  not  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  defendant,  but  for  the 
plaintiff,  John  Morgan,  the  drawer 
of  the  bills,  was  called,  who 
deposed  that  he  was  the  son 
of  the  defendant,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant's signature  was,  with  the 
defendant's  permission  and  by  his 
authority,  annexed  to  the  bill,  by 
Mary  Morgan,  the  defendant's 
daughter,  and  the  sister  of  the 
witness. 

John  Jones,  brother-in-law  of 
the  former  witness,  was  then  called. 
He  stated  that  he  had  never  be* 
come  security  for  his  brother-in- 
law,  but,  upon  the  production  of 
the  bills  in  question,  it  appeared 
that  they  were  endorsed  by  him, 
and  that  it  was  upon  the  credit  of 
his  endorsement  that  they  were 
cashed  at  the  bank. 

The  most  extraordinary  part, 
however,  of  the  whole  case  was  the 
defence,  which  consisted  in  the 
fact  that  Mary  Morgan  had  ac- 
cepted the  bills  in  her  father's 
name  without  his  authority  or 
knowledge,  and  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  her  bro- 
ther; that  she  had  in  fact  com- 
mitted forgery  upon  her  father  for 
her  brother's  advantage,  and  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  transacting 
business  in  the  same  way  for  seve- 
ral years.  Mr.  Morgan,  the  de- 
fendant was  seventy-six  years  old. 
The  above  was  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mary  Morgan  herself. 

Having  been  asked,  in  her  cross- 
examination,  whether  it  had  never 
occurred  to  her  that  there  was  any 


impropriety  in  the  commission  of 
forgery,  and  whether  she  had 
never  hesitated  about  doing  an  act 
for  which  she  was  liable  to  trans- 
portation, she  replied,  that  it  had 
never  occurred  to  her  to  think  about 
it  at  all,  that  she  relied  upon  her 
brother's  integrity,  and  never  ex« 
pected  to  be  troubled  upon  the 
subject  one  way  or  other.  She 
stated  at  the  same  time,  that  her 
father  had  assigned  over  to  her  all 
his  property  and  business  (that  of 
a  spirit-dealer  at  Newport),  and 
that  the  assignment  was  accom- 
panied by  a  condition,  that  she 
should  pay  all  the  existing  debts 
of  the  establishment. 

Mr.  Justice  Patteson,  in  ad- 
dressing the  jury,  said,  that  the 
case  was  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary which  had  ever  come  under 
his  notice,  and  that  some  of  the 
testimony  would  have  surprised 
him  very  much,  if  he  had  not  had 
some  experience, of  the  morality  of 
that  part  of  the  empire  from  which 
these  parties  had  come.  John 
Jones  had  sworn  that  he  had  never 
become  security  for  the  witness 
Morgan;  and  yet  the  very  bills 
upon  which  this  action  was  brought, 
and  which  were  accepted  in  John 
Morgan's  favour,  were  endorsed 
by  Jones,  to  procure  their  admis- 
sion at  the  bank.  With  regard  to 
Mary  Morgan,  if  her  evidence  was 
true,  she  had  committed  a  crime 
for  which  she  was  liable  to  be 
transported  any  day  of  her  life,  so 
that  she  was  placed  in  the  dilemma 
of  having  committed  either  per- 
jury or  forgery.  The  most  as- 
tonishing part  of  the  matter  was, 
that  she  did  not  seem  to  think  that 
there  was  anything  particular  in 
her  conduct,  and  she  seriously  re- 
presented that  sh3  had  forged  her 
father's  name  in  conspiracy  with 
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her  brother,  and  that  in  so  doing 
she  did  not  think  she  was  doing 
anything  wrong. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  of 
their  demand. 

21.  Arches  Court.  Grant 
AGAINST  Grant.— Sir  H.  Jenner 
gave  sentence  in  this  case,  which 
was  a  suit  promoted  by  captain 
Alexander  Grant  against  Maria 
Theresa  his  wife,  for  separation  by 
reason  of  adultery  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  by  her.  The  facts 
of  the  case,  the  learned  judge  ob* 
served,  lay  within  a  narrow  com- 
pass. The  parties  were  married  at 
Madras  in  August,  1825,  and  six 
children  were  the  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage. In  1837  the  parties  were  in 
China,  and  returned  thence  to  Eng- 
land in  that  year  on  board  the  Lord 
Lowther,  a  ship  of  which  captain 
Grant  was  owner,  and  to  the  com« 
mand  of  which,  during  this  voyage, 
he  had  appointed  a  gentleman 
named  Vincent,  who  had  been  in 
the  East  India  Company's  service, 
and  with  whom  the  adultery  was 
alleged  to  have  taken  place.  The 
learned  judge  went  through  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
on  board  the  Lord  Lowther,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  though 
an  intimacy  was  observed  to  have 
grown  up. between  Mrs.  Grant  and 
captain  Vincent,  no  witness  could 
speak  to  even  a  proximate  act 
of  adultery  on  board.  Two  wit- 
nesses observed  acts  of  familiarity 
between  them,  and  their  different 
behaviour  in  the  presence  and  ab- 
sence of  captain  Grant,  occasioned 
some  jeering  amongst  the  crew, 
and  some  remarks  in  the  midship, 
men's  berth.  The  learned  judge 
was,  however,  of  opinion  that,  had 
the  evidence  ended  here,  there 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  to 


support  a  sentence  of  separation, 
more  especially  as  captain  Vincent 
was  understood  to  be  under  an  en- 
gagement of  marriage  on  his 
arrival  in  England.  The  parties 
arrived  in  this  country  in  Novem- 
ber, 1837,  captain  and  Mrs.  Grant 
taking  up  their  residence  at  5, 
Regency-square,  Brighton.  After 
their  arrival,  it  appeared  from  the 
evidence  of  Jamieson,  the  nursery- 
maid, that  Mrs.  Grant  received 
one  letter  from  captain  Vincent, 
under  cover  to  her  (Jamieson), 
but  it  did  not  appear  in  evidence 
that  Mrs.  Grant  wrote  to  him 
until  after  their  interview  on  the 
20th  and  21st  of  December,  pre- 
vious to  which,  Mrs.  Grant  and 
Captain  Vincent  had  not  met  sub- 
sequent to  the  arrival  of  the  vessel 
in  England.  On  the  20th  of 
December  captain  Vincent  came 
from  London  to  Brighton,  and 
called  at  Regency-square.  Cap- 
tain Grant  was  absent — a  fact, 
however,  of  which  it  did  not  appear 
that  captain  Vincent  was  pre- 
viously aware.  He  remained  at 
the  house  during  that  day,  going 
out  in  the  afternoon  with  Mrs. 
Grant  and  the  children  for  a  drive, 
Mrs.  Grant  in  one  fly  and  captain 
Vincent  in  another.  Captain  Vin- 
cent slept  in  the  house,  and  left 
after  breakfast  next  morning.  The 
parties  were  observed  during  this 
time  to  be  alone  together  in  the 
drawing-room,  where  there  was  a 
sofa,  and  a  witness  entering  the 
room  (the  door  not  having  been 
locked)  observed  captain  Vincent's 
arm  round  Mrs.  Grant's  waist. 
Captain  Vincent  slept  on  the  night 
between  the  20th  and  2l8t  of  De- 
cember in  a  room  on  the  ground 
floor,  Mrs.  Grant  sleeping  on  an 
upper  floor,  one  of  the  children 
being  with  her*     There  was  do 
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evidence  of  the  parties  having  had 
any  communication  during  the 
night,  and  coffee  was  brought  in 
the  morning  to  Mrs.  Grant  and  to 
captain  Vincent  in  their  respective 
rooms.  Here  again,  the  learned 
judge  observed,  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  of  any  criminal 
intercourse  betwixt  the  parties, 
though  the  circumstance  of  cap- 
tain Vincent's  sleeping  in  the 
house  being  carefully  concealed 
from  the  knowledge  of  captain 
Grant,  was  calculated  to  excite  the 
suspicion  of  the  court.  The  bed 
had  been  borrowed  for  the  occa- 
sion of  the  person  to  whom  the 
house  belonged,  and  he  was  de- 
sired not  to  charge  for  it  in  the 
bill  to  captain  Grant,  Mrs.  Grant 
declaring  that  she  would  pay  for 
it  herself.  In  February,  1838, 
captain  Grant,  happening  to  call 
at  the  Jerusalem  Coffee-house,  and 
to  look  into  the  pigeon-holes  of  the 
box  where  letters  were  deposited, 
found  to  his  surprise  four  letters 
addressed  to  captain  Vincent  in  the 
handwriting  of  Mrs.  Grant.  On 
ascertaining  their  contents,  he 
proceeded  to  Brighton  with  his 
solicitor  and  another  gentleman, 
and  the  discovery  was  disclosed  to 
Mrs.  Grant,  who  at  first  denied 
that  she  had  sent  any  letter  to 
captain  Vincent  of  which  her  hus- 
band was  not  cognizant,  and  spoke 
of  a  conspiracy  against  her;  but 
on  the  letters  being  produced  she 
declared  she  had  not  been  guilty 
of  adultery  with  captain  Vincent  j 
that  *'  though  her  mind  might  be 
contaminated,  her  body  was  pure." 
It  was  necessary  for  the  court  to 
examine  the  contents  of  these 
letters,  in  order  to  see  what  was 
their  true  construction,  and  how 
far  they  were  connected  with,  and 
elucidated  the  nature  of,  tlie  ante- 
cedent   intercourse    between   the 


parties.  The  learned  judge  then 
read  the  following  letter  (which 
was  written  partly  in  English  and 
partly  in  French,  Mrs.  Grant 
being  a  French  Creole  of  the 
Mauritius),  commenting  upon  its 
language  as  he  went,  and  remark- 
ing that  it  bore  date  the  day  after 
captain  Vincent's  departure : — 

"Brighton,  Dec.  22, 1837, 
12  o'clock  at  night. 
''My  dearest  Arthur, —Those 
only  who  have  suffered  tlicm  can 
tell  the  unhappy  moments  of  se* 
paration.  O,  my  Arthur,  let  me 
speak  in  a  language  so  well  Qhen 
in  French]  understood  by  you, 
and  which  being  more  familiar  to 
me,  I  wish  to  express  to  you  the 
sentiments  of  my  oppressed  heart« 
Since  you  have  disappeared  from 
before  my  eyes,  I  have  experienced 
the  most  cruel  sensation.  Exactly, 
I  can  tell  you,  in  the  simplicity  of 
my  heart,  that  the  comparison'ab- 
solutely  is  as  if  you  had  appeared 
to  me  like  that  beauteous  star, 
which  in  nature  gives,  by  its  in- 
fluence, life  to  the  dying  plants, 
and  in  whose  absence  that  which 
is  most  brilliant  is  seen  to  wither 
and  decay.  I  believe,  Arthur,  that 
we  were  formed  in  heaven  to  be  so 
(Hosely  united  in  this  life ;  for,  in 
truth,  with  the  sublime  senti- 
ments and  the  sympathy  which 
we  feel  towards  each  other,  how 
delightfully  would  our  lives  have 
passed  together !  Yes,  my  beloved 
Arthur,  your  Maria  is  virtuous, 
and  possesses  a  heart  which  would 
have  rendered  you  for  ever  happy. 
Never  should  we  have  seen  a  cloud 
approach  our  heads;  all  my  joy 
would  have  been  in  thinking 
how  to  prove  to  you  from  day  to 
day  how  delightfully  life  flows  on, 
when  hearts  and  delicacy  of  senti- 
ment are  united,  as  much  as  two 
creatures  can  be,  the  one  with  the 
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Other.  Now,  I  consider  myself,  in 
the  silence  of  this  nighty  lonely  as 
the  solitary  dove,  of  which  our 
love  is  the  emblem  in  the  fidelity 
of  our  hearts,  inflamed  with  a  de- 
licious sentiment,  which  has  made 
us  experience  that  which  the 
crowns  of  sovereigns  cannot  in  an 
equal  degree  possess.  With  this 
idea  your  faithful  Maria  will,  while 
life  endures,  never  cease  to  cherish 
and  respect  you.  Have  a  care,  O 
my  Arthur,  not  to  neglect  your 
friend.  More  than  that,  be  the 
physician  who  ought  to  cure  me 
with  prudence,  for  my  life  is  linked 
to  you ;  you  are  all  to  me  in  this 
world.  This  is  not  alone  the  idea 
of  exalted  love,  but  it  is  very 
serious.  Let  us  take  our  precau- 
tions :  let  us  be  prudent  with  each 
other.  Write  to  me  at  the  end  of 
this  week^  under  cover,  and  ad- 
dress to  Margaret  Jamieson,  5, 
Regency-square :  it  is  better,  be- 
cause the  good  Margaret  likes  you, 
and  as  she  receives  many  letters 
from  her  friends  in  Scotland,  it 
will  not  cause  any  suspicion.  Have 
patience;  and  with  prudence  we 
shall,  in  despite  of  the  jealous,  be 
favoured.  My  wish  will  be,  that 
I  may  at  my  last  sigh  entertaijji 
those  ardent  flames  which  you 
have  implanted  in  my  breast. 
(Then  in  English.)  Adieu,  my 
dearest  Arthur ;  I  sincerely  hope 
to  hear  something  soon  from  you. 
I  am  so  wretched,  that  I  am  sure 
God  will  have  pity  on  your  poor 
and  devoted  friend.  Believe  me 
yours  ever  most  afl^ectionately, 
M.  G. — Pray  do  kindly  excuse  my 
handwriting ;  but  I  am  so  nervous, 
that  I  cannot  do  anything  well — it 
is  a.  mad7iess  !  Adieu." 

•*Brighton,Dec.  29, 1837. 
^*  My     detu'est     Arthur     (in 
French), — I  could  not  pass  these 
solemn  days  without  expressing  to 


you  all  the  wishes  of  this  heart  so 
nevoted  to  you  in  everything  which 
is  most  exalted  in  love.  I  cannot 
contemplate  without  extreme  emo- 
tion the  state  in  which  I  was  when 
you  bade  me  adieu.  (Then  in 
English.)  This  very  day  last 
week,  I  may  say, — fixed  in  her 
choice,  and  faithful  but  in  vain,— 
see  me  neglected  on  the  world's 
rude  coast,  the  dearest  companion 
of  my  voyage  lost.  O,  my  Arthur 
(in  French),  when  may  I  hope  to 
see  you  again  ? — if  it  were  possible 
in  your  journey  only  for  half  a  day, 
like  the  brilliant  lightning,  which 
illuminates  the  uncertain  steps  of 
the  traveller.  I  render  thanks  to 
that  divine  Providence,  so  infinite 
in  all  the  profusion  of  its  blessings 
upon  my  sweet  family.  My  hus- 
band is  very  good  and  attentive  in 
all  things,  which  any  other  but 
myself  would  appreciate ;  but  I 
am  not  worthy;  I  hare  not  the 
power  (or  I  am  powerless — >Je  n'ai 
pas  de  pouvoir) ;  you  alone  are 
enabled  to  bring  me  to  reason ; 
but  at  present  all  my  weak  nature 
is  absorbed  but  in  you  alone. 
(Then  in  English.)  Adieu.  Be- 
lieve me  yours  ever  most  affection- 
ately,  M,  G.  Pray  do  excuse  this 
in  haste." 

*'  Brighton,  New  Year's-day. 
"My  dearest  Arthur, — I  begin 
this  day  in  offering  my  heart  to 
God  to  bless  yourself  and  my 
blessed  family.  I  am  obliged  to 
go  to  London  to-morrow  for  a 
week.  You  will  be  sorry  to  hear 
that  your  Maria  has  received,  two 
days  ago,  the  most  aflHicting  intel- 
ligence that  has  reached  her.  I 
pray  to  God  to  comfort  me  and  to 
enable  me  to  sustain  this  heavy 
stroke  with  that  resignation  to  his 
will  which  none  but  himself  can 
give.  I  may  say,  O  my  Arthur, 
with  the  poet— 
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*  Doomed  as  I  am  in  solitade  to  waste, 
Tbe  present  moments  and  regret  the 
past.' 

deprived  of  every  joy  I  valued  most^ 
(my  love  torn  from  me),  and  I 
have  lost  my  blessed  mother. 
(Then  in  French.)  The  next  week 
will  make  a  very  melancholy  im- 
pression on  my  heart,  when  I  re- 
flect, in  the  bitterness  of  this 
oppressed  heart,  that  your  unfor- 
tunate and  too  faithful  Maria 
will  be  clad  in  the  sad  garments  of 
deep  mourning,  and  without  the 
hope  of  hearing  your  cherished 
voice  to  console  her.  (Then  in 
English.)  O,  Arthur,  think  of 
your  own,  own  devoted  Maria. 
(In  French.)  I  acquaint  you  with 
my  sorrows  because  I  know  your 
precious  heart.  I  am  obliged  to 
finish  my  letter,  as  my  head  is  very 
confused.  I  ought  to  take  care  of 
myself,  as  I  am  still  very  delicate. 
(In  English.)  Believe  me,  yours 
ever  most  affectionately,  M.  G," 

The  learned  judge  remarked, 
that  but  for  the  seriousness  of  the 
subject,  the  manner  in  which  the 
death  of  her  mother  was  mentioned 
would  be  ludicrous.  These  three 
letters,  written  immediately  after 
the  visit  of  captain  Vincent,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  left  no 
reasonable  doubt  that  adultery  had 
taken  place  between  the  parties. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  the  court 
to  say  where  and  when  the  adul- 
tery had  been  committed.  A  fourth 
letter,  also  read  in  court,  which 
had  been  written  by  Mrs.  Grant 
to  captain  Vincent  (with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  governess)  with  the 
knowledge  and  concurrence  of  her 
husband,  was  of  a  very  different 
character  from  her  other  letters : 
it  was  a  proper  and  becoming  letter. 
Sir  Herbert  remarked,  that  it  had 
been  said  that  this  would  be  the 


first  time  the  court  would  come  to 
a  conclusion  of  an  act  of  adultery 
on  the  evidence  of  letters  alone^ 
and  the  case  of  '^Hamerton  v, 
Hamerton"  had  been  referred  to, 
in  which  such  letters  had  been 
held  insufficient.  But  in  that  case 
the  letters  had  been  addressed  from 
the  seducer  to  the  wife,  and  they 
were  of  a  nature  to  show  that  her 
seduction  had  not  been  completed, 
the  character  of  the  seducer  being 
such  that  he  would  not  have  left 
the  fact  in  doubt.  Moreover,  in 
that  case,  there  had  been  no  op- 
portunity, as  in  this,  for  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence.  On  the 
whole,  he  could  not  honestly  come 
to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
an  uct  of  adultery  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  captain  Grant 
was  entitled  to  the  separation  he 
prayed. 

24.  Poisoning  avd  Suicide. 
Bath.— Mrs.  Tugwell,  lady  of  the 
senior  partner  in  the  Bath  bank, 
poisoned  herself  and  her  two  young 
children.  She  had  been  walking 
out  with  three  of  her  children  on 
the  afternoon  of  Thursday ;  and  on 
coming  home,  she  desired  the  but- 
ler to  give  her  a  decanter  of  Sherry, 
and  took  her  children  into  a  sum- 
merhouse  in  the  garden,  saying 
she  was  going  to  give  them  a  treat. 
Having  proceeded  there,  she  mixed 
some  prussic  acid  with  the  wine, 
which  she  administered  to  the 
three  children,  and  then  took  some 
herself.  Fortunately  the  eldest 
boy  (ten  years  of  age)  did  not  like 
the  taste  of  the  wine,  and  drank 
only  a  small  portion,  which  caused 
him  to  sleep;  and  upon  awakening, 
he  found  his  mother  sitting  ap- 
parently asleep,  with  his  two  bro- 
thers, who  were  twins  of  eight 
years  of  age,  the  one  lying  at  her 
feet,  and  the  other  across  her 
breast.     Finding  himself  very  ill, 
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and  having  in  vain  tried  to  awaken 
them,  he  rushed  to  the  door^  which 
he  found  locked^  hut  at  length 
succeeded  in  alarming  the  house^ 
when  the  servants  found  their  mis- 
tress and  the  children  dead.  The 
poor  lady  had  suffered  from  an  at. 
tack  of  fever  during  her  last  con- 
finement, and,  it  was  supposed, 
had  never  heen  perfectly  sane  since. 
Her  age  was  thirty-one.  She  was 
universally  beloved  for  her  nume- 
rous acts  of  kindness  and  charity. 
A  coroner's  jury  found  a  verdict 
of  insanity.  Mr.  Tugwell,  the 
husband,  had  only  two  days  before 
buried  his  father  5  and  an  intimate 
friend  had  poisoned  himself  the 
week  before.  Probably  this  act 
suggested  a  similar  one  to  the 
diseased  mind  of  Mrs.  Tugwell. 

25.  Hoy  v.  Bush.  — The 
plaintiff  in  this  case  was  a  re- 
spectable horse-dealer,  carrpng 
on  business  at  Dartford,  in  part- 
nership with  his  father.  Some 
time  in  the  last  year  a  mare  was 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  from 
Baldock,  in  Hertfordshire,  the  pro- 
perty of  John  Goss.  A  person 
afterwards  gave  information,  and 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Read  was 
apprehended  for  the  theft,  but 
the  informant  also  charged  John*^ 
Hoy  as  being  a  confederate,  and  a 
warrant  was  issued  for  his  appre- 
hension. This  warrant  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  defendant, 
who  came  up  to  Smith  field  market 
in  September  last,  in  order  to  look 
out  for  John  Hoy,  and  a  petty 
horsedealer,  named  Folly  pointed 
out  the  plaintiff  (whose  name,  it 
should  hd  observed^  was  Richard) 
as  that  person.  In  consequence  of 
this,  in  spite  of  all  remonstrance, 
this  young  man  was  dragged  in 
open  day  from  the  company  of  his 
father  and  several  respectable  com- 
panions to  the  Compter  prisooi 


where  he  remained  for  twenty 
hours,  and  treated  as  a  common 
felon.  On  the  next  day  he  was 
handcuffed,  and  placed  in  an  old 
cart  behind  a  jaded  horse,  and  con- 
veyed thus  degraded  to  Bunting- 
ford,  thirt}'-six  miles  distant,  to 
have  a  hearing  before  a  magistrate. 
When  he  arrived  there,  Frederick 
Goss,  the  son  of  the  assumed  pro- 
secutor, declared  that  Mr.  Hoy 
was  not  the  man  who  had  been 
pointed  out  on  a  former  occasion 
at  a  provincial  fair,  and  he  was 
offered  his  liberty,  which  the 
plaintiff  refused  to  accept,  but  in- 
sisted on  being  taken  before  a  ma. 
gist  rate,  by  whom  he  was  dis- 
charged. It  was  for  this  outrage 
upon  the  liberty  of  an  Englishman, 
and  the  degradation  which  lie  had 
undergone,  that  this  action  was 
brought. 

For  the  defendant,  it  was  urged 
that  though  he  had  certainly  made 
a  mistake,  it  could  not  be  con- 
sidered that  he  was  actuated  by 
malice,  as  the  parties  were  un- 
known to  each  other.  No  more 
coercion  was  used  by  the  de- 
fendant than  what  was  necessary 
for  safe  custody,  supposing  he  had 
made  a  proper  caption. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff — damages  30/.  and 
costs. 

30.  The  Queen  v.  Lawson. — 
The  defendant  in  this  case  was 
called  up  to  receive  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
for  a  libel  against  sir  John  Conroy; 
which  appeared  some  time  before 
in  The  Times  newspaper. 

The  attorney-general,  for  the 
defendant,  observed  that  The 
Times  had  now  been  published  for 
forty  years,  and  this  was  the  first 
time  m  which  any  one  connected 
with  that  paper  had  been  placed 
on  the  floor  of  that  court  for  judg- 
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meiit.  He^  therefore^  trusted  that 
their  lordships  would  be  of  opinion 
that  this  was  a  case  in  which^ 
without  detriment  to  the  ends  of 
justice,  mercy  might  be  extended 
to  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Thesiger^  for  the  prosecu. 
tion,  in  reply  said,  that  from  first 
to  last  the  defendant  had  not  ut« 
tered  one  word  of  regret  for  the 
injury  which  he  had  endeavoured 
to  do  to  the  character  of  Sir  John 
Conroy.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
defendant  was  not  the  author  of 
the  libel.  He  therefore  trusted 
that  the  court  would  so  apportion 
the  punishment,  as  to  make  those 
who  stood  behind  the  defendant 
feel  the  severity  of  its  sentence  as 
much  as  the  defendant  himself. 

The  sentence  of  the  courts  as 
pronounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Little- 
dale^  M'as — "  that  the  defendant  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
marshal  of  the  Marshalsea,  for  the 
space  of  one  calendar  month ;  that 
he  pay  to  her  majesty  a  fine  of 
200/.  and  that  he  be  further  im- 
prisoned till  such  fine  be  paid." 


FEBRUARY. 

Dyer  v,  Hazlbwood.— In  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  an  action 
was  brought  against  Mr.  Hazle- 
wood,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  re- 
siding in  the  county  of  Sussex^ 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  for  de- 
famation and  malicious  prosecu- 
tion. The  plaintiff  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  year  engaged  in 
the  defendant's  service  as  butler  and 
footman^  his  wife  being  hired  by 
the  defendant  at  the  same  time 
as  cook.  On  the  night  of  Satur. 
day,  the  21st  of  April,  1838,  a 
robbery  was  committed  on  the  de- 
fendant's premises,  when  various 
articles,  of    plate    were    stolen. 

Vol.  LXXXI. 


Early  on  the  following  morning 
the  plaintiff  informed  his  master 
of  the  robbery.     An  examination 
then  took  place,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  bar  of  the  dining-room 
window  had  been  bent^  as  if  it  had 
been  forced  in^  and  the  window 
opened.     An  ofiicer  from  London 
was  sent  for,  who  examined  the 
premises  on  Monday,  and  upon  his 
being  informed  that  the  window 
in  question  had  been  fastened  over 
night,  and  perceiving  no  marks  of 
violence  on  the  outside,  he  came 
to  the  conclusii>n  that  the  robbery 
had  been  committed  by  some  per« 
son  in  the  house,  and  that  the  bar 
of  the  window  had  been  forcibly 
bent,  to  create  the  appearance  of 
its    having    been     burglariously 
broken  open  from  without.     This 
opinion  of  the  officer  was  further 
strengthened  by  various  minute 
circumstances.      The     defendant 
suspected  the  plaintiff  on  these 
grounds,  and  also  from  his  man- 
ner^ of  having  been  a  party  to  the 
robbery^  and  he  consequently  dis- 
charged   him    from    his    service, 
paying    him    a    month's    wages. 
His  suspicions  becoming  stronger 
afterwards,    he    made    inquiries 
amongst   some  of   the  plaintiffs 
friends  for  his  address,  and  when 
so  doing  repeatedly  stated  his  be. 
lief  that  he  was  the  party  who  had 
robbed  his  house.     These  state- 
ments constituted  the  ground  upon 
which   the  count  for  defamation 
was  founded.    Having  ascertained 
where  the  plaintiff  was  lodging  in 
London,  the  defendant  procured  a 
search-warrant  and  searched  his 
boxes,   but  found    nothing    cor- 
roborative of  his  suspicion,  except 
a  chisel  and  hammer,  the  latter  of 
which  was  claimed  by  the  landlord 
of  the  house  as  belonging  to  him. 
Mr.    Hazlewood    next    had    the 
plaintiff  summoned  to  Bow-street| 
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wben  the  charge  underwent  inves- 
tigation before  Mr.  Twyford,  who 
was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
borne  out  by  the  facts  stated  to 
him,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff 
was  discharged.  He  haa,  how- 
ever, been  previously  confined  in 
Clerkenwell  prison.  The  defend- 
ant  subsequently  preferred  u  bill 
of  indictment  against  him  for  the 
alleged  burglary  at  the  following 
Lewes  assizes,  which  bill,  how- 
ever, was  ignored  by  the  grand 
jury.  These  were  the  leading 
circumstances  which  appeared  in 
evidence ;  and  it  was  contended  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  there 
was  nothing  to  warrant  the  impu- 
tation which  had  been  cast  upon 
him,  and  which  was  consequently 
wanton  and  malicious,  and  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  upon  him  the  most 
Serious  injury.  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant^  it  was  contended  that 
the  circumstances  detailed  in  evi- 
dence proved  that  the  charge  made 
against  the  plaintiff  was  true,  or  if 
not,  that  at  all  events  they  were 
such  as  to  warrant  the  defendant 
in  entertaining  a  firm  belief  that 
it  was  true,  and  showed  that  he 
had  bond  fide  acted  throughout 
upon  that  belief. 

The  jury  retured  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  damages  200/. 

2.  Death  from  Drinking. — A 
coroner*s  inquest  was  held  in 
Vine-street,  Piccadilly,  on  the 
body  of  James  Johnson,  whose 
death  took  place  in  consequence  of 
a  large  quantity  of  gin  having  been 
improperly  administered  to  him 
by  a  young  gentleman,  named 
William  Jones  Burdett^  nephew 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 

It  appeared  that  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  poor 
half-witted,  half- starved  indivi- 
dual, named  James  Johnson^  who 
subsisted  upon  oce«sional  eharity^ 


was  brought  to  the  station-bouse 
in  Vine-street  in  a  dyinff  state. 
It  being  ascertained  that  nie  un- 
fortunate man  bad  swallowed  a 
large  quantity  of  gin,  the 
stomach-pump  was  immediately 
applied,  but  medical  skill  was  of 
no  avail,  and  the  man  died  within 
an  hour  or  two  after  bis  admis- 
sion into  the  station-house;  Mr. 
Burdett  called  shortly  after  at  the 
station-house  to  learn  how  it  ikred 
with  the  man,  and  the  inspector, 
finding  the  young  gentleman  was 
in  a  state  or  intoxication,  took  him 
in  custody  on  a  charge  of  drunk, 
enness. 

In  the  investigation  which  took 
place  before  the  police  magistrate 
into  the  cause  of  Johnson's  deatb> 
Mr.  Burdett  at  first  asserted  tliat 
be  had  given  the  deceased  some 
gin  out  of  kindness  to  the  man^ 
who  complained  of  being  oold,  and 
asked  him  to  treat  him;  but  be 
afterwards  admitted  (what  was  in- 
deed proved  by  several  witnesses) 
that  he  had  made  a  wager  on  the 
subject,  and  given  the  unfortunate 
man  5s.  as  a  bribe  to  induce  him 
to  drink  off  a  bottle  of  pure  gin. 
After  swallowing  it,  the  deceased, 
who  was  represented  as  a  most 
dirty  drunken  person,  was  seen  to 
walk  away  arm  in  arm  with  Mr. 
Burdett  and  another  gentleman  (>), 
but  shortly  afterwards  became  so 
ill,  that  he  was  conveyed  io  the 
station-house  in  a  state  of  insen- 
sibility, where  he  died  in  little 
more  than  an  hour. 

The  jury  returned  the  following 
verdict :-— ''That  the  deceased  died 
from  apoplexy,  caused  by  swal- 
lowing a  great  quantity  of  gin, 
and  that  it  is  very  reprehensible 
in  Mr.  Burdett  and  another  gen- 
tleman, in  giving  5«.  to  the  de- 
eeasod  to  take  such  a  quantity  in 
a  short  time." 
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It  is  proper  to  add,  that  Mr.  which  he  had  sold  about  a  fort« 

Burdett  expressed  much  contrition  night  before  to  Samuel  Seagur»  a 

for  his  behaviour.  shoemaker,  living  in  the  adjoining' 

—  MuHDER  NEAR  Lenham,  parish  of  Stalesfield,  and  who  had 
Kent. — A  dreadful  murder  was  been  staying  with  the  deceased,  ia 
committed  at  Otterden.  A  small  the  absence  of  her  husband,  from 
farmer  and  his  wife,  named  ten  o'clock  till  twelve  on  the  day 
Jenkins,  being  desirous  of  spend-  before  the  murder,  when  he  went 
ing  the  evening  at  a  weading  towards  home.  He  had  been  seen 
party,  had  engaged  Hannah  Giles,  casting  bullets  a  few  days  pre- 
the  wife  of  a  rat-catcher,  who  viously,  and  took  out  the' above- 
lived  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dis-  mentioned  pistol  at  two  o'clock, 
tant,  to  take  care  of  their  four  He  was  afterward  seen  at  Charing 
children  in  their  absence.  The  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon, 
children,  after  having  waited  for  Seagur  was  a  widower,  and  his 
some  time  for  Mrs.  Giles  to  come  intimacy  with  the  deceased  had 
and  make  their  tea,  sent  one  of  been  the  subject  of  much  remark 
the  younger  ones  to  see  why  she  amongst  the  neighbours.  The 
did  not  come.  He  shortly  re-  three  younger  children  of  the 
turned  much  frightened,  saying  deceased  were  left  in  the  care  of 
that  he  saw  some  person  lying  on  a  woman  of  about  eighty  years  of 
the  snow  in  the  road,  with  a  light  age,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
as  if  smoking  a  pipe.  This  alarmed  place  of  the  murder.  The  two 
the  children  so  much  that  they  eldest  were  passing  along  a  foot- 
locked  themselves  in,  and  re-  path  in  a  field  in  their  way  to  the 
mained  so  till  the  return  of  their  old  woman's  cottage,  at  about  half- 
parents  at  about  one  or  two  o'clock  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
in  the  morning.  Mr.  Jenkins  and  heard  the  report  of  a  shot>  and 
his  wife  then  went  towards  Mr.  some  female  immediately  after- 
Giles's  cottage,  and  saw  the  body  wards  screamed  several  times, 
of  the  unfortunate  woman  lying  in  They  told  the  old  woman  what 
the  snow,  which  was  stained  with  they  had  heard ;  but  she  was  too 
blood,  from  a  shot  wound  in  her  decrepit  to  give  any  alarm,  and  the 
breast,  and  a  dreadful  gash  in  her  whole  remained  together  in  much 
throat.  Her  clothes  had  been  dread  till  they  were  informed  of  the 
partly  burned  from  her  body,  extent  of  their  affliction, 
having  apparently  been  ignited  by  An  officer  was  immediately  de- 
the  shot  of  a  pistol,  which  was  spatched  in  search  of  Seagur.  He 
lying  beside  her,  together  with  a  was  apprehended,  tried  for  the 
sheath  of  a  razor.  Footmarks  were  murder,  found  guilty,  and  exe- 
traced  in  the  snow  through  the  cuted  at  Maidstone  on  the  28th 
fields  by  a  circuitous  route  to-  April  following;  having  previously 
wards  Lenham.  In  one  place  the  confessed  his  guilt, 
person  tracked  seemed  to  have  6  and  7.  Case  of  ABDucTfov. 
fallen  on  his  hands  and  knees  in  — The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
getting  through  the  gap  of  an  Dublin,  was  occupied  during  two 
hedge,  and  marks  of  blood  were  days  in  the  trial  or  Tucker  v.  Peter 
traced  on  the  snow  where  his  left  Yore,  Thomas  Flood,  Michael 
hand  had  fallen.  The  pistol  was  Bradley,  Mary  Meehan,  and  Ann 
identified  by  a  blacksmith,  as  one  Cooney.    The  former  for  alluring 
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and  marrying  tho  daughter  of  the 
late  colonel  Tucker^  and  the  other 
prisoners  for  conspiring  and  as« 
sisting. 

The  facts  of  this  case  were 
given  in  our  last  number  (Sept. 
22).  Nothing  additional  appears 
to  have  been  elicited  on  the  trials 
except  the  assertion  of  a  priest 
named  Father  Yore,  that  Miss 
Tucker  had  repeatedly  urged  him 
to  re-marry  her  to  Peter  Yore  (the 
principal  party  accused).  Thisfact^ 
however,  the  young  lady  denied. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
guiUj/  against  all  the  traversers. 
Sentence  was  deferred  until  the  de- 
cision of  some  points  saved  during 
the  trial  by  the  prisoner's  counsel. 

8.  Trial  of  one  of  the  Se- 
conds  IN  THE  DUEL   ON  WlMBLE- 

DON  Common. — Edmund  Delves 
B  rough  ton  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  aiding  and  abetting 
Francis  Lionel  Eliot  to  kill  Charles 
Flower  Mirfin.  It  appeared  that 
the  prisoner  was  a  very  young 
roan,  and  was  in  fact  only  a 
nominal  second  in  the  duel.  He 
had  also  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  second  fatal  shot  from  being 
fired.  The  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution applied  for  the  merciful 
consideration  of  the  court.  Baron 
Vaughan  said,  he  had  ascertained 
from  the  depositions  that  the  case 
of  the  prisoner  was  very  different 
from  that  of  the  other  parties  to 
the  duel.  He  should  therefore 
recommend  a  sentence  of  impri- 
sonment, certainly  not  exceeding 
that  imposed  on  the  other  persons 
engaged  in  the  duel.  Judgment 
of  death  was  then  recorded  against 
the  prisoner. 

11.  Infanticide.  Central 
Criminal  Court. — ^Jane  Reeves, 
a  young  woman,  21  years  of  age, 
cook  in  the  service  of  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Chatfield^  linen-drapers^ 


No  3,  City-road,  was  charged 
with  having  wilfully  murdered 
her  infant,  one  of  whose  arms  had 
been  found  in  a  dust-hole  at  the 
residence  of  her  employers  in  the 
City-road. 

The  head,  which  had  likewise 
been  cut  off  and  the  body  were 
found  in  a  ditch  in  the  New 
North  Road^  Hoxton.  There 
were  various  bruises  on  the  head 
and  body,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  inflicted  by  knocking  the 
infant  against  some  hard  sub. 
stance. 

Alfred  William  Wise,  a  serving- 
boy  at  the  Blockmaker's  Arms, 
Ashley-crescent,  stated  that  about 
1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
24th  of  January  he  was  crossing 
the  Shepherdess-fields  with  beer, 
and,  opposite  to  the  Bricklayer's 
Arms^  in  the  New  North-road^  he 
saw  two  boys  looking  into  the 
ditch,  and  one  of  them  said, 
"  here  is  a  child  with  his  head 
off."  Witness  saw  the  liead,  and 
at  a  little  distance  the  body, 
wrapped  up  in  a  weekly  news- 
paper. The  left  arm  had  also 
been  cut  off.  Witness  described 
certain  appearances  about  the 
body,  from  which  it  was  evident 
that  the  mother  had  not  had  me- 
dical attendance  at  the  birth  of 
the  child.  The  neck  was  jagged^ 
as  if  the  head  had  been  severed 
bv  a  rough  instrument.  The  body 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  long 
in  the  water;  it  was  wrapped  in 
the  half  of  the  Weekly  Dispatch, 
dated  July  the  8th,  1838.  It  had 
no  other  covering  on  the  body. 
He  saw  no  suspicious  persons 
about  the  spot  at  the  time;  but 
on  the  previous  evening  as  he  was 
going  in  the  same  direction  with 
his  beer,  he  observed  a  woman 
near  the  ditch^  with  a  basket  in 
one  hand^  and  a  blue  bundle  in 
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the  other.  She  wore  a  brown 
cloak  and  white  bonnet,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  a  servant.  He 
heard  her  sigh  heavily,  and  feared 
she  was  going  to  drown  herself. 
On  seeing  him  she  retraced  her 
steps  and  passed  him.  Her  hair 
hung  over  Tier  face  as  if  for  con- 
cealment. He  went  on,  and  on 
his  return  he  looked,  but  saw  no 
more  of  her.  Mr.  Preedy,  of 
Chapel-street,  Pentonville,  a  sur- 
geon, coming  by  at  the  time  of 
the  discovery,  told  him  to  go  in 
and  get  the  head  and  body  out, 
but  before  he  could  do  so  one  of 
the  boys  jumped  in^  and  placed 
both  on  the  bank. 

Mr.  Preedy  corroborated  the 
testimony  of  the  last  witness  as 
to  the  finding  of  the  head  and 
body.  His  opinion  was  that  the 
head  had  been  severed  by  some 
sharp  instrument.  He  thought 
the  child  had  been  born  alive, 
without  receiving  the  requi- 
site attention  at  the  birth,  and 
afterwards  killed  by  dashing  it 
against  a  wall,  and  that  the 
head  and  arm  had  been  cut  off 
after  death. 

Police  inspector  Rawlinson,  of 
the  G  division,  found  the  arm 
of  an  infant  corresponding  pre- 
cisely with  the  mutilated  trunks 
in  the  dust-hole,  at  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Chatfield's,  on  the  day  after 
the  Coroner's  Inquest.  The  pri- 
soner, who  was  the  cook,  at  first 
denied  all  knowledge  of  it,  but 
afterwards  acknowledged  that  she 
had  given  birth  to,  and  concealed 
in  the  dust-hole,  a  child,  which 
she  said  was  still-born  ;  and  being 
told  that  the  arm  had  been  found 
there,  she  declared  that  the  other 
parts  must  be  there  also.  The 
dust,  however,  was  cleared  out, 
and  particularly  examined,  but 
nothing  further  was  discovered. 


Mr.  Chatfield,  the  prisoner's 
master,  said  that  about  a  fortnight 
before  the  finding  of  the  body, 
the  prisoner  was  taken  ill  and 
obliged  to  go  to  bed  earlier  than 
usual,  but,  on  the  following  day, 
she  resumed  her  household  duties. 
Her  mistress  had  entertained  a 
suspicion  that  she  was  eticeintCy 
and  taxed  her  with  it,  but  she 
positively  denied  it. 

Elizabeth  Reeve,  a  fellow-ser- 
vant of  the  prisoner's,  stated  that, 
at  the  time  mentioned  by  their 
master^  she  was  aware  of  the 
illness  of  the  prisoner,  who  slept 
with  her,  and  that  she  had  heiu*d 
a  child  cry,  but  she  denied  all 
subsequent  knowledge  of  it. 

Grove,  an  officer,  in  the  wait- 
ing-room, stated  that  the  prisoner, 
in  reply  to  some  remark  of  his, 
had  said,  that  she  had  a  still-born 
child  and  put  it  in  the  ditch,  but 
did  not  know  the  head  was  off. 

The  body,  when  found,  was 
wrapped  in  part  of  the  Weekly 
Dispatch  newspaper,  of  July  8, 
and  Mr.  Chatfield  said  that  he 
did  take  in  that  paper;  but  he 
did  not  file  it,  and  could  not  say 
anything  with  respect  to  a  paper 
of  that  particular  date. 

The  jury  acquitted  the  prisoner 
of  the  murder,  but  found  her 
guilty  of  endeavouring  to  conceal 
the  birth  of  the  child. 

The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to 
be  imprisoned  for  two  years  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  with 
hard  labour. 

12,  Manslaughter.  In  the 
Central  Criminal  Court. — A 
verdict  of  manslaughter  was  given 
against  John  Bull,  a  clerk  in  a 
merchant's  counting-house  in  the 
City,  for  killing  William  Rush« 
brooke,  a  cabman.  The  deceased, 
with  four  other  cabmen,  had  been 
drinking  on  a  Saturday  night  in 
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ieveral  public-houses  in  and  pear 
HoxtoQ^  in  the  Kingsland-road  j 
and  about  one  o'clock  they  were 
seen  '^  larking "  and  insulting 
every  body  that  passed.  Robert 
Aspfin,  ope  of  the  party,  got  upon 
Hushbrooke's  back^  who  carried 
him  some  distance,  and  then  fell. 
Rushbrooke  got  up  and  ran  be* 
yond  his  companions  some  yards ; 
when,  according  to  the  imperfect 
endence,  he  either  met  or  was 
passed  by  the  prisoner,  who  stabbed 
him  under  the  right  arm-pit,  and 
then  ran  away.  Bull  met  two 
policemep,  to  whom  he  said,  "1 
throw  myself  on  your  protection  ; 
I  have  been  attacked  by  six  men, 
but  I  am  safe  now."  A  large 
Spanish  k^if^^^  with  a  spring  at 
the  back,  and  sharp  on  two  sides, 
was  found  on  him,  covered  with 
blood.  The  wounded  man  died 
before  a  surgeon  arrived.  The 
part  of  the  road  where  the  affair 
happened  is  very  lonely,  and  the 
prisoner  had  been  robbed  there 
some  time  ago«  His  connexions 
were  respectable,  and  he  had 
borne  a  good  character.  He  was 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  in 
the  House  of  Correction  and  kept 
to  hard  labour  for  three  years^ 
three  months  of  the  time  to  be 
passed  in  solitary  confinement. 

Correspondence  BETWEEN 
Lord  John  Russell  and  Mr. 
Frost;  a  magistrate  for  the 
Borough  of  Newport,  Mon- 
mouthshire, AND  A  Delegate 
FOR  that  County  to  the  Nation- 
al Convention.— The  notoriety 
which  unhappy  events  attached  to 
Mr,  Frost's  name,  before  the  close 
of  the  year,  will  be  our  excuse 
for  inserting  the  following  corres* 
pondence  of  which  the  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Frost's  name  was  struck 
out  of  the  commission  of  the 
peaqej— 


«  Whilehall,  Jan.  16. 

'*  Sir,*— I  am  directed  by  Lord 
John  Russell  to  request  you  v/ill 
inform  his  Lordship  whether  it  is 
true  that  you  are  a  delegate  to  a 
body  calling  itself  '  The  National 
Convention/  and  whether,  on  the 
Ist,  you  attended  a  meeting  at 
Pontypool,  at  which  violent  and 
inflammatory  language  has  been 
used  ?  Lord  J.  Russell  wishes  to 
know  the  correctness  of  these  re- 
ports, which,  if  true,  will  render 
it  incumbent  on  his  Lordship  to 
recommend  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
the  erasure  of  your  name  from 
the  commission  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Monmouth. 

<'  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

'•  F.  Maulb." 

**  —  Frost,  Esq*t  NetoporU 

"  Newport^  Monmouthshire^ 
Jan,  19,  1839. 

*'  MyLord,T— In  your  lordship's 
letter  of  the  16th  there  is  a  mis- 
take. I  am  not  a  magistrate  for 
the  county  of  Monmouth,  but  for 
the  borough  of  Newport,  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 

^'  In  the  spring  of  1835,  the 
council  of  the  borough  recom- 
mended me  as  a  proper  person  to 
be  a  justice  of  the  peace.  I  was 
appointed,  and  I  believe  that  the 
inhabitants  will  bear  honourable 
testimony  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  jperformed  the  duties 
of  that  office.  Whether  your 
lordship  will  retain  my  name  or 
cause  it  to  be  erased,  is  to  me  a 
matter  of  perfect  indifference,  for 
I  set  no  value  on  an  office  de- 
pendent for  its  continuance,  not 
according  to  the  mode  in  which 
its  duties  are  performed,  but  on 
the  will  of  a  Secretary  of  State. 

"  For  what  does  your  lordship 
think  it  incumbent  to  get  my 
name  erased  from  the  comipission 
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of  tbe  peotoe  ^  For  attending  a 
meeting  at  Pontypool  on  tbe  Ist 
of  January  ?  If  the  public  papers 
can  be  credited^  your  lordship 
declared  that  9uch  meetings  were 
not  oely  legal  but  commendable* 
But  *  violent  and  inflammatory 
language  was  used  at  that  meet* 
111^,'  By  whom  ?  not  by  me.  J 
deny  that  violent  and  inflamma- 
tory language  was  used«  and  I 
call  on  your  lordship  to  prove  the 
truth  of  the  charge.  I  will  go 
further  and  say,  that  at  no  meet* 
ing  at  which  I  was  present  was 
violent  and  inflammatory  language 
used.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  Whig  Ministry  wss  not  so 
fastidious  as  to  violent  and  in<p 
flammatory  language  uttered  at 
public  meetings. 

^^  By  what  authority  does  your 
lordship  assume  a  power  over  con* 
duct  of  mine  unconnected  with 
my  office  ?  By  what  authority 
does  your  lordship  assign  any 
action  of  mine  as  a  private 
individual,  as  a  justification  for 
erasing  my  name  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace  ?  Am  I  to  hold 
no  opinion  of  my  own  in  respect 
to  public  matters }  Am  I  to  be 
prohibited  from  expressing  that 
opinion  if  it  be  un pleasing  to 
Lord  J.  Russell  ?  I  f  in  expressing 
that  opinion  I  act  in  strict  con«< 
formity  to  the  law,  can  it  be  an 
offence  ?  If  I  transgress,  is  not 
the  law  sufficiently  stringent  to 
punish  me  ?  It  appears  from  the 
letter  of  your  lordship  that  I,  if 
present  at  a  public  meeting,  should 
be  answerable  for  language  uttered 
by  others.  If  these  are  to  be 
the  terms  on  which  Her  Majesty's 
commission  of  the  peace  is  to  be 
h olden,  take  it  back  again,  for 
surely  none  but  the  most  servile 
of  men  would  hold  it  on  such 
terms. 


'^U  it  an  offsnoe  to  be  ap* 
pointed  a  delegate  to  convey  tQ 
the  constituted  authorities  thft 
petitions  of  the  people?  Whyi 
my  lord>  have  we  not  had  for 
many  years  delegates  sitting  iii 
London  during  the  sessioa  of 
Parliament  to  superintend  th^ 
presentation  of  petitions  to  enact, 
alter,  or  repeal  l^wg?  Can  it  be 
a  crime  for  a  person  to  be  %j^ 
pointed  at  a  public  meetiug^  tQ 
get  laid  before  the  House  of  Com-* 
mons  a  petition,  praying  that  the 
legislature  will  restore  the  an* 
cient  constitution  of  the  country  ^ 
I  know  of  no  body  calling  itaelf 
a  convention.  Your  lordship  ia 
aware  that  a  convention  existed 
at  oue  time  in  this  country.  Your 
lordship  is  aware  what  that  em^^ 
vention  did,  and  that  its  acts  are 
called  glorious. 

'^I  was  appointed  a  justice  of 
the  peace  to  administer  the  lawa 
within  the  borough  (^  Newport* 
Was  the  appointment  made  that 
the  inhabitants  might  benefit  by 
the  proper  exercise  of  the  au- 
thority intrusted  to  me  ?  Or  wapi 
it  made  to  be  recalled  at  the  will 
of  your  lordship,  although  the 
inhabitants  might  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  performance  of 
the  duty }  Your  lordship  receives 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  for 
holding  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  paid,  in  part,  out  of  the 
taxes  raised  on  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough,  Does  your  lordship 
owe  them  no  duty  ?  For  what  ia 
your  lordship  invested  with  au- 
thority ?  To  be  exercised  merely 
at  the  caprice  of  your  lordship, 
regardless  of  the  effects  that  may 
follow?  I  have  served  the  in- 
habitants for  three  years  zealously 
and  gratuitously,  and  the  opinions 
which  I  have  formed  as  to  the 
exercise  of  public  authority  teach 
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me  that  tbey^  and  not  your  lord* 
ship,  ought  to  decide  whether  I 
ought  to  be  struck  off  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace. 

'^Filling  an  humble  situation 
in  life,  I  would  yield,  neither  to 
your  lordship  nor  to  any  of  your 
order,  in    a   desire    to    see    my 
country  powerful  and  prosperous. 
Twenty  years'  reading  and  ex. 
perience  have  convinced  me  that 
the* only  method  to  produce  and 
secure  that  state  of  things  is,  a 
restoration  of   the    ancient  con« 
stitution.     Deeply  impressed  with 
this  conviction,  I  have  laboured  to 
obtain  the  end  by  means  recog- 
nized by  the  laws  of  my  country 
— petition  ;    and    for   this    your 
lordship   thinks   I   ought    to    be 
stricken  off  the  commission  of  the 
peace !    Violent  and  inflammatory 
language,    indeed !     I    am    con- 
vinced that    in   my  own   neigh- 
bourhood   my    attending    public 
meetings  has  tended   to  restrain 
violent  language.    Does  your  lord- 
ship wish  that  the  peace  should 
be   preserved  ?      I    have    always 
been  a  preserver  of  the  peace,  and 
of  this  your  lordship  may  be  con- 
vinced by  applying  to  the  duke 
of   Beaufort   and  lord  Granville 
Somerset. 

'*  Probably  your  lordship  is  un- 
accustomed to  language  of  this 
description;  that,  my  lord,  is  a 
misfortune.  Much  of  the  evils 
of  life  proceeds  from  the  want  of 
sincerity  in  those  who  hold  con- 
verse with  men  in  authority. 
Simple  men  like  those  best,  who 
prophesy  smooth  things. 
"  I  remain  yours, 

*'  John  Frost. 

"  To  Lord  John  Russell,  ^c.'* 

"  Whitehall,  Jan,  24. 
"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Lord 
John  Russell  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th 


inst.  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the 
16th  inst. 

"  You  appear  entirely  to  have 
mistaken  the  import  of  Lord  John 
Russell's  communication y  when 
you  attribute  it  to  an  objection  to 
your  individual  opinions.  With 
them,  whatever  they  may  be,  he 
has  no  desire  to  interfere ;  but  he 
does  consider  it  to  be  his  duty,  as 
responsible  for  the  peace  of  the 
country,  to  see  that  no  man 
carries  his  opinions  into  practice 
to  the  danger  of  that  peace,  and 
with  the  risk  of  spreading  alarm 
through  the  community. 

^Mf  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  act 
so  towards  an  individual  uncon- 
nected with  any  official  responsi. 
bility,  how  much  more  is  he  called 
upon  to  notice  such  conduct  in  a 
magistrate?  And  it  was  under 
this  impression  that  my  letter  was, 
by  his  direction,  addressed  to  you. 

"  By  your  answer  you  disclaim 
all  intention  to  excite  the  people 
by  inflammatory  language  to  vio- 
lent and  dangerous  courses.  You 
should  have  done  more,  in  Lord 
J.  Russell's  opinion ;  it  was  your 
duty  to  have  discouraged  to  the 
utmost  of  its  power  its  use  by 
others.  But  he  trusts  that  by 
your  example  you  will  act  up  to 
your  assertion,  for  he  holds,  that 
not  less  benefit  is  conferred  upon 
the  people  by  a  wholesome  ex- 
ample on  the  part  of  the  magis- 
trates, than  by  their  strict  and 
impartial  dispensation  of  justice; 
for,  if  they  whose  duty  it  is  to 
administer  the  law  are  amongst 
the  first  to  trench  upon  its  limits, 
they  cease  to  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  afford  en- 
couragement to  the  evil-disposed 
portion  of  the  community. 

''  With  such  opinions  Lord 
John  Russell  considered  himself 
bound  to  call  upon  you  for  an 
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explanation  of  your  attendance  on  '^  Lord  John  Russell  requests 

the  various  meetings  to  which  he  that  you  will  inform  him  whether 

alluded ;  and  likewise  as  to  the  the  words  underlined  in  the  ahove 

fact  of  your  heing  a  delegate  to  a  paragraph^   or  any  other  similar 

body  calling  itself   '  a  National  words  tending  to  the  same  effect, 

Conyention,'  of  which  he  is  glad  were  used  by  you  at  any  public 

to  hear  the  existence  denied^  ex-  meeting, 

cept   as    a  committee  to  watch  *'  I  am.  Sir,  yours  &c. 

over  the  fete  of  certain  petitions  "  F.  Maule. 

intended  to  be  presentea  to  the  ''  To  John  Froit,  Esg»,  Johnson's  Coffee- 

legislature.  house^  Bolt-court^  Fleet-street* 

"  In    these    circumstances    no  ''  Johnson's   Coffeehouxet  BoU- 

immediate  steps  will  be  taken  with  court,  Fleet' street ^  Feb,  14. 

respect    to    your    {Yosition    as   a  "My  Lord,— I  received    Mr. 

magistrate;  and  Lord  John  Rus-  Fox  Maule's  letter  of  the  12th, 

sell  trusts  that  you  will  abstain  written  as  it  appears  by  the  direc* 

from  countenancing  any  violation  tion   of   your  lordship.      I  once 

of  the  law,  and  assisting  at  meet-  more  beg  to  inform  the  Secretary 

ings  where  others  assemble  for  such  of  State,  that  I  will  not  acknow- 

disorderly  purposes.  ledge  his  authority  to  question  me 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  as  to  language  which  may  or  may 

"  F.  Maule.  not  be  uttered  by  me  as  a  private 

"  John  Frost,  Esq,,  Newport,  individual.     If  in  speech  or  writ- 

*'  Monmouthshire. '  ing  I  should  use  language  which 

"  Whitehall,  Feb.  12.  Lord    John    Russell    may    deem 

'*  Sir,—- 1  am  directed  by  Lord  personally  offensive,  I  will,  if  re- 
John  Russell  to  inform  you  that  quested,  avow,  deny,  retract,  or 
in  the  newspaper  called  the  apologize,  according  to  the  cir- 
Dispatch  of  the  10th  inst.,  there  cumstances  of  the  case, 
is  an  article,  headed  The  People's  *'  I,  too,  will  put  a  question. 
Parliament,  which  contains  the  It  appears  from  the  newspapers, 
following  paragraph:—^ Mr. Frost,  that  your  lordship,  in  answer  to 
from  the  borough  of  Newport,  in  Mr.  rraed,  said  that  *  it  was  true 
Wales,  and  delegate  for  Mon-  that  on  observing  in  the  public 
mouthshire  also  returned  thanks,  prints,  and  his  attention  having 
A  few  days  since  he  received  a  been  called  to  the  fact,  that  Mr. 
letter  from  Lord  John  Russell,  to  Frost  had  attended  public  roeet- 
the  effect  that  if  he  should  per-  ings  of  a  violent  character,  &c.,  in 
form  his  duties  as  delegate,  the  his  answer,  which  was  at  very 
Lord  Chancellor  should  be  direct-  considerable  length,  he  stated  that 
ed  to  erase  his  name  from  the  he  certainly  had  attended  meet- 
commission  of  the  peace.  He  ings  at  which  there  were  made 
(Mr.  Frost)  wrote  a  spirited  reply,  some  speeches  of  a  violent  cha« 
and  receive  an  answer  from  Lord  racter,  but  that  he  was  not  an- 
John,  assuring  him  he  had  swerable  for  such  language,  and 
mistaken  his  lordship's  letter,  did  not  approve  of  it/  Did  your 
However,  here  I  am  (added  Mr.  lordship  tell  the  members  of  the 
Frost),  a  delegate  and  a  Magis-  House  of  Commons  that  it  was  a 
trate,  and  if  Lord  John  takes  my  fact  that  I  had  attended  meetings 
name  o%  the  people  will  put  it  on*'  of  a  violent  character  ?    That  I 
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had  stated  1  certainly  attended 
meetings  at  which  there  were  some 
speeches  made  of  a  violent  charac* 
ter  ?  I  wait  for  the  reply  of  your 
lordship,  and,  when  I  receive  it^ 
I  will  deny  or  admit  I  uttered  the 
language  contained  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  F.  Maule. 

*'  I  remain,  &c. 

**  John  Fhost. 
"  To  Lord  John  Ruuell,  fyc.'* 

13.  Extraordinary  Imposi- 
tion* —  Mary  Cook,  a  young 
woman  whose  countenance  was 
shockingly  disfigured,  was  brought 
up  at  Hatton  Garden  police-office, 
charged  by  Mr.  Gay,  one  of  the 
surgeons  of  Greville- street  Hos- 
pital with  having  practised  the 
following  imposition : — 

Mr.  Gay,  being  sworn,  stated 
that  some  time  ago  the  prisoner 
applied  for  admission  with  the 
whole  of  her  face  disfigui*ed  in  so 
shocking  a  manner  that  every  body 
who  beheld  her  felt  the  utmost 
sympathy,  and  she  was  imme<« 
diately  admitted  and  attended  to, 
and  in  a  short  time  was  cured  and 
discharged  from  the  hospital.  In 
the  course  of  a  short  time,  how* 
ever,  she  returned  with  her  face  in 
the  same  state,  and  she  was  again 
admitted,  and  being  again  cured 
she  was  discharged.  In  a  few  days 
afterwards  she  again  made  appli- 
cation, and  her  face  exhibited  the 
same  frightful  appearance,  and  the 
whole  of  the  doctors  were  amazed 
at  so  extraordinary  an  occurrence 
and  could  not  account  for  it,  as  the 
prisoner  said  that  it  came  suddenly 
upon  her.  She  was  again  re- 
covered and  discharged*  but  she 
made  her  appearance  a  fourth 
time,  in  tlie  same  awful  condition, 
and  she  was  again  admitted  into 
the  hospital.  Witness,  however, 
had  an  interview  with  the  physi- 
cian of  St  Bartholomew's  Hospim 


t«l,  and  on  mentioning  the  oaae  te 
him,  he  informed  witness  that  the 
prisoner  had  been  in  that  hospital 
under  similar  circumstances,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  an 
imposition  practised  by  ber,  and 
that  she  had  some  means  of  giving 
her  face  the  frightful  appearance 
which  it  bore.  Witness  deter- 
mined on  making  rigid  inquiries 
and  search,  and  in  a  bag  which 
she  had  in  the  ward,  he  found  some 
blistering  salve,  a  powder  of  an 
irritating  quality,  which  if  rubbed 
on  the  flesh  would  cause  the  ap<- 
pearance  of  blisters  and  inflamma- 
tion, such  as  the  prisoner's  face 
now  exhibited.  Witness  had  no 
doubt  but  she  had  practised  the 
imposition  upon,  and  had  been  in, 
all  the  hospitals  in  London. 

The  magistrates  informed  Mr. 
Gay,  that  unless  he  could  swear 
that  she  did  apply  it,  she  could 
not  be  committed  to  the  House  of 
Correction }  there  mu9t  be  direct 
proof  of  her  so  doing. 

Mr.  Gay  said,  that  the  evidence 
of  finding  the  stuff  in  her  posses- 
sion was  all  that  he  could  produce ; 
whereupon  the  prisoner  was  dis- 
charged, and  left  the  office  deny* 
ing  the  charge. 

14.  Boat's  Crew  Drowned. 
WALES.--r-A  melancholy  loss  of 
lives  was  occasioned  by  the  swamp- 
ing of  the  Portbcawl  Preventive 
Service  boat,  on  the  night  of 
Thursday^  the  14th,  The  crew, 
consisting  of  five  excellent  sailors, 
and  a  repectable  young  man  of 
Nottage,  in  the  preventive  boat, 
in  company  with  the  pilot-boat, 
likewise  belonging  to  Porthcawl, 
being  apprised  by  the  look-out 
that  a  wreck  with  human  beings 
on  it,  was  discernible  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Skerweathers,  imme- 
diately put  to  sea  to  their  rescue, 
and  happily  aucea^ded  in  picking 
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up  the  craw  of  the  hrig  Charles 
(nine  men),  who  had  lashed  them- 
selves to  a  part  of  the  deck,  on 
which  they  liad  been  driven  about 
the  Channel  in  a  dense  fog  for 
nearly  eight  hours.  After  land- 
ing their  freight  at  Porthcaw]> 
they  again  went  out  to  endeavour 
to  save  some  part  of  the  cargo  of 
the  vessel,  ana  had  towed  a  large 
part  of  the  wreck  to  within  a  short 
aistance  of  the  shore;  but  the 
night  coming  on  with  thick  drizzly 
rain,  and  being  very  dark,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  back  to  Porthcawl. 
The  man  having  charge  of  the 
pilot-boat,  happily  succeeded  in 
landing  his  men  near  Newton ;  but 
not  so  the  crew  of  the  preventive 
boat.  On  the  return  of  the  pilot- 
boat's  crew  along  the  coast  to 
Porthcawl,  they  found  the  pre- 
ventive boat  driven  up  by  the  surf 
high  on  tbe  sandy  beach,  where 
also  the  bodies  of  the  unfortunate 
crew  were  found  on  the  following 
day. 

MunD£R    AND    SCJICIOS    IN 

Paddington.  —  Mr.  Baker,  the 
coroner,  and  a  respectable  jury  of 
tradesmen,  assembled  at  the  Foun- 
tain Abbey  Tavern,  Praed-street, 
Paddiogton»  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  deaths  of  a 
young  man  and  his  wife,  named 
William  and  Margaret  Lovett, 
both  of  whom  were  on  the  pre« 
vious  morning  discovered  in  bed, 
with  their  throats  cut,  at  their 
lodgings,  in  the  above  named 
street. 

The  first  witness  called  was 
Margaret  Ryall,  who  said— I  am 
the  mother  of  Margaret  Lovett, 
whose  deceased  partner  was  a 
marble  ndisher,  and  worked  for  my 
husbana  at  his  shop  in  Queen- 
street^  Edgeware-road.    They  had 


been  married  four  years,  and  had 
one  child  three  years  old.  Lovett 
was  of  a  very  irritable  temper,  and 
I  sometimes  thought  that  he  was 
not  quite  right  in  his  mind.  Peo« 
p]e  said  he  was  jealous  of  his  wife, 
who  was  a  remarkably  fine  young 
woman,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
he  suspected  any  person  in  par* 
ticular.  Some  time  before  his 
marriage  he  fell  from  a  cart  and 
severely  injured  his  head,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  he  at  times, 
particularly  after  drinking  a  little, 
behaved  very  strangely.  He  was 
exceedingly  fond  of  his  child. 
Lovett  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
getting  intoxicated,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  he  was  so  on 
the  day  in  question.  The  last 
time  I  saw  him  alive  was  the  night 
before,  when  he  came  home  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  and 
went  up  stairs.  His  wife  had, 
with  the  child,  retired  an  hour  be« 
fore.  Neither  I  nor  any  one  else 
in  the  house  heard  the  least  noise 
during  the  nighty  but  in  the 
morning,  about  seven  o'clock,  I 
heard  their  child,  who  regularly 
slept  with  them, cry  out  "Mammy" 
several  times.  1  went  up  and 
knocked,  but  receiving  no  answer 
opened  the  door,  when  I  beheld 
the  child,  whose  clothes  and  face 
were  completely  covered  with 
bloody  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 
I  did  not  stop  to  examine  more, 
but  being  dreadfully  alarmed  ran 
below,  and  having  admitted  some 
neighbours,  sent  for  a  surgeon  and 
the  police. 

Mr.  Philpot,  surgeon,  deposed, 
that  when  he  entered  the  apart- 
ment he  found  the  deceased  per- 
sons in  bed  deluged  in  blood, 
which  had  flowed  from  extensive 
wounds  inflicted  on  their  throats  ; 
the  bodies  were  still  warm,  but 
life  was  quite  extinct,  and  in  all 
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probability  more  than  anbourbad  fail  to  express  bis  surprise  at  bis 

theu  elapsed  from  the  period  of  changing  bis  intention,  when  he 

the  commission  of  the  deed.  coolly  answered  that  be  knew  he 

Several  other  witnesses  were  told  a  lie,  but  be  was  sorry  for  it. 
examined,  from  the  evidence  of  Nicholas  (who  bad  been  a  school- 
some  of  whom  it  appeared  that  master)  next  came  forward  and 
Lovett  was  acting  under  a  most  briefly  said,  that  the  death  be  was 
strange  delusion  with  regard  to  about  to  undergo  was  not  unde- 
his  jealous  feelings,  and  that  his  served ;  his  life  bad  been  a 
intellects  had  latterly  become  de-  criminal  one,  and  expressed  a  hope 
ranged.  that  fathers   and  mothers  would 

The   jury  returned  a  verdict  instil  into  the  minds  of  their  cbild« 

"  that  William  Lovett  destroyed  ren  the  sentiments  of  true  devo- 

his  wife,  and  afterwards  himself  tion  to  their  God  and  of  liberality 

be  being  at  the  time  in  an  unsound  and  affection  to  all  mankind  ;  for 

state  of  mind."  had  he    adopted    such   a  course 

15.  Execution  of  Five  of  thes  during  his  life  be  should  not  then 

Canadian  Rebels,  at  Montreal,  be  placed  in  that  dreadful  situa- 

-— Five  of  the  rebels,  viz.  Hinden-  tion;  and  finished  his  address  by 

lang,  De  Lorimier,  Nicholas,  Nar-  fervently    praying    that    all    bis 

bonne,    and    Daunais,    paid    the  countrymen  might  take  warning 

forfeit  of  their  lives  for  the  pro-  by  his  fate,  hoping  that  every  per- 

minent  part  they  had  taken  in  the  son  of  every  religion,  age,  and  sex, 

late  insurrection.      The  conduct  would  forgive  him   and  pray  for 

of  all  was  becoming  their  awful  his  soul.     None  of  the  other  un- 

situation,  with    the  exception  of  fortunate  individuals  made  any  ad- 

the    French    officer    Hindenlang,  dress,  but  seemed  to  devote  the 

who  previous  to  his  leaving  the  short  time  they  had  to  live  solely 

cell     stated     to    the    Rev.    Mr.  to  their  religious  duties. 

Betbune   that,  on    reaching  the  17.   aFall    of    a    House    at 

scaffold    he    would    address    the  Edinburgh. — About  half-past  five 

multitude,  pointing  out  the  ab>  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  tene^ 

surdity  of  their  rising  in   .irms,  ment  in   the   Netherbow,   Edin- 

that  he  had  been  deceived  respect-  burgh,  immediately  adjoining  to 

in^  the  condition  of  the  Canadas,  the  house  well  known  as  having 

and  acknowledging  the  sentence  been  the  residence  of  John  Knox, 

pronounced  upon  him  to  be  per-  fell  suddenly  to  the  ground.     The 

fectly  just.     The  feelings  of  the  tenement  was  of  considerable  age, 

clergyman   may  therefore  readily  and,   like  most  of  the   very  old 

be  conceived,  when  the  unfortunate  houses  in  Edinburgh,  was  built  in 

wretch,  instead  of  doing  so,  took  a  great  measure  of  wood, 

the  opportunity  of  declaring  to  the  The  ff round-floor  in  front  was 

people  assembled   to  witness  his  occupied  by  a  grocer,  a  toyman, 

execution,  that  their  cause  was  a  and  a  butcher,  m  three  separate 

good  one,  that  he  died  for  them,  shops ;  but  the  other  apartments 

that  the  British  government  had  were  unoccupied,  with  the  excep- 

not  the  right  to  put  him  to  death ;  tion  of  one  room,  where  a  family 

concluding   by  exclaiming,  in    a  consisting  of  seven   persons   was 

theatrical  style,  "Ffve /a  Li^er/cf.'"  residing.     The  wife  was   out   of 

The  reverend  gentleman  did  not  bed  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
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and  engaged  in  kindling  the  fire ; 
her  motner-in-law  was  also  up^ 
and  was  sitting  in  a  chair  at  the 
comer  of  the  room — the  others 
were  in  bed.  They  were  first 
alarmed  by  the  cracking  of  the 
timbers^  and  the  rocking  of  the 
tenement,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  whole  building  gave  way, 
falling  forward  into  the  street. 
The  family  of  course  fell  with  the 
house,  except  the  old  woman,  who 
was  sitting  on  a  part  which  did 
not  give  way;  the  others  fell  to 
the  ground,  and  were  speedily 
covered  with  rubbish  and  dust.  It 
fortunately  happened  that  the 
flooring  above  them  was  made  of 
stronger  materials  than  any  other 
part  of  the  building,  and  it  be- 
came bent  by  the  superincumbent 
weight  of  the  ruins  into  the  form 
of  an  arch,  which  formed  a  shelter 
to  the  unfoilunate  individuals  be- 
low against  the  stones  and  rafters 
that  were  falling  in  all  directions. 
Under  this  shelter  they  continued 
until  relieved  by  the  active  ex- 
ertions of  the  police  and  others 
whom  the  noise  of  the  -^stll  had 
brought  to  the  spot]  and  when 
taken  out,  it  was  found  that  they 
had  all  escaped  with  comparatively 
trifling  injuries.  Among  them 
was  an  infant  of  about  two  years 
old,  who  escaped  with  less  hurt 
than  any  of  the  others.  The  old 
woman  who  was  left  at  the  top 
when  the  others  fell  succeeded  in 
making  her  way  over  the  ruins  to 
a  place  of  safety. 

18.  Fire  Blast.  Cumberland 
Mining  District.— This  was  one 
of  those  painful  disasters  unfor- 
tunately of  frequent  occurrence  in 
all  mining  districts,  and  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  the  lives  of  no 
less  than  twenty- three  persons. 

The  explosion  took  place  in  the 
William  rit,  about  two  o'clock  on 


a  Monday  morning,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  foot  of  the  shaft.  At 
that  early  hour  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  workmen  engaged  in 
the  night  shaft  had  entered  the 
mine,  otherwise  the  consequences 
might  have  been  much  more 
serious.  On  the  Saturday  night 
the  chief  overman  examined 
minutely  that  division  of  the  mine 
in  which  the  explosion  took  place, 
and  not  the  least  symptom  or  fire- 
damp was  perceptible.  On  Mon- 
day morning  Topping,  another 
overman,  examined  all  the  parts 
of  the  mine  where  men  were  to 
be  emi)loyed,  save  that  in  which 
the  accident  took  place,  and  find- 
ing all  safe,  sent  the  labourers  to 
work. 

The  cause  of  the  foul  state  of 
that  portion  of  the  workings  where 
the  explosion  occurred,  was  after- 
wards ascertained  to  have  arisen 
from  a  sudden  irruption  in  the 
pavement  of  the  mine,  some  time 
between  leaving  work  on  Saturday 
night  and  returning  on  Monday 
morning,  and  the  quantity  of  fire- 
damp thus  set  at  liberty  from  a 
small  substratum  of  coal  was  so 
great  as  to  render  a  considerable 
area  of  the  adjoining  workings 
explosive.  Topping,  relying  on 
the  examination  which  had  been 
previously  made,  most  impru- 
dentljr  suffered  a  lad  to  follow  him 
carrying  an  unprotected  light, 
and  on  entering  this  place  the 
mine  was  instantly  fired  5  but  the 
blast  proceeding  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  that  by  which  they 
had  approached  the  hidden  danger, 
both  escaped  with  their  lives, 
though  not  without  being  much 
burnt.  Of  the  twenty-three  who 
perished,  all,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three,  who  had  evi- 
dently been  burnt  to  death,  died 
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from  suffocation,  caused  by  after- 
damp. 

The  moment  this  sad  occur- 
rence was  known  to  have  taken 
place  every  means  were  used  to 
restore  the  ventilation  of  the  mine, 
in  order  that  the  scene  of  destruc- 
tion might  be  approached.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  this  could  be 
accomplished,  and  several  of  tbe 
stewards  and  others  engaged  in 
this  dangerous  employment  were 
frequently  brought  to  the  pit- 
mouth,  from  the  unwholesome 
state  of  the  atmosphere  below,  in 
a  state  of  complete  exhaustion. 
At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
last  body  was  discovered  and 
brought  up. 

19.  Railway  Accident.— The 
great  velocity  of  the  steam- 
carriages,  and  the  consequent  dif- 
ficulty of  arresting  them  in  their 
career,  renders,  as  may  be  na- 
turally expected,  accident  of  very 
frequent  recurrence.  Yet  al- 
though very  frightful  collisions 
have  repeatedly  taken  place,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  the  passengers 
themselves  have  not  been  the  suf- 
ferers, but  persons  employed  upon, 
or  accidentally  crossing  over,  the 
line  of  the  trains.  The  following 
was  one  among  the  numerous  ac- 
cidents of  this  character,  and  took 
place  on  the  line  of  the  London 
and  Birmingham  railway,  near 
Watford.  A  labouring  man  em- 
ployed on  the  line  was  at  work  not 
far'  from  the  Watford  station, 
when,  observing  an  engine  coming 
towards  him  on  the  down  rails,  he 
walked  across  on  the  other  line  for 
the  purpose  of  clearing  it,  not  per- 
ceiving that  the  Birmingham  and 
Liverpool  mail  train  was  approach- 
ing him  at  a  full  pace,  in  a  con* 
trary  direction  on  the  very  line  to 
which  he  had  crossed.  On  seeing 
the  man,  the  guards  as  well  as  the 


engineers  called  to  him  to  get  cut 
of  the  way.  The  poor  fellow, 
however,  although  he  looked  at 
them,  was  unable  to  do  so  before  he 
was  met  by  the  post-office  van, 
which  was  foremost,  and  dashed 
to  the  ground  with  great  violence. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  stop 
the  train,  but  it  was  vain,  before 
it  had  passed  over  the  unfortunate 
man,  nearly  severing  his  legs  from 
his  body,  and  otherwise  mutilating 
him  in  a  shocking  manner.  He 
was  picked  up  in  a  lifeless  state. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  that 
several  people  have  been  mad 
enough  to  jump  off  from  the  train - 
carriages  when  at  their  full  speed, 
in  order  to  recover  trifles  they  had 
dropped. 

25.  Fire  in  Dctblin.—- A  fire 
broke  out  at  Xo.  28,  Mary-street, 
Dublin,  the  lower  pa?t  of  which 
was  occupied  by  a  chandler,  the 
upper  let  in  tenements,  when  a 
number  of  lives  were  lost.  Shortly 
after  12  the  flames  were  obseryed 
to  burst  forth,  and  before  assistance 
could  be  obtained  the  entire  build- 
ing presented  one  sheet  of  fire. 
The  fire  was  at  its  height  before 
many  of  the  inmates  were  aware 
of  their  danger,  and  one  poor  young 
woman,  in  her  anxiety  to  escape 
the  horrible  death  that  presented 
itself,  threw  herself  from  one  of  the 
top  windows,  and  was  instantly 
killed.  A  policeman,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  catch  her,  was  seriously 
injured.  An  unfortunate  child  was 
also  killed  by  falling  from  the  win- 
dovifs.  A  poor  man,  having  effected 
his  escape  in  descending  by  one  of 
the  spouts  in  the  rear  of  the  house, 
was  driven  to  distraction  at  not 
being  able  to  discover  his  family, 
whom  he  had  supposed  to  have 
escaped  before  him.  Towards 
morning  four  unfortunate  beings 
were  dug  out  of  the  ruins.    They 
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preBented  a  shocking  amiearanoe,  James  Low,  police  sergeant—- 
faaFing  neither  arms  nor  legs ;  and  Had  known  the  deceased  John 
the  reiiiains  of  three  others  were  Woods,  and  on  recognising  his 
at  the  same  time  risible  in  different  body  proceeded  to  the  house  of  his 
parts  of  the  hoase*  lying  across'  father,  Arthur  Woods.  After 
the  half-burnt  rafters.  It  would  knocking  at  the  door^  Woods  came 
seem  that  eight  or  nine  lives  were  and  asked  who  was  there ;  witness 
lost.  The  manner  in  which  the  did  not  say  who  was  th^re,  but 
fire  originated  was  not  ascertained,  called  him  to  open,  which  he  did. 
One  only  of  the  bodies  was  suffici-  The  door  was  fastened.  There 
ently  entire  to  be  recognised,  viz.,  were  in  the  house.  Woods,  his 
that  of  Miss  Price,  a  dress-maker,  wife,  and  a  child  about  two  years 
employing  several  young  females,  of  age  in  bed.  Woods  had  all  his 
who  were  unfortunately  in  the  clothes  on  except  his  coat.  He  had 
house  at  that  late  hour,  making  up  on  a  white  hat.  Witness  asked 
some  wedding-dresses  in  unusual  him  where  John  was,  to  which  he 
haste.  On  Tuesday  Alderman  replied,  he  did  not  know — ^'  He's 
l^errin  held  an  inquest  on  the  bo-  not  here-— he  shan't  be  here.'' 
dies  of  seven  females  who  had  Witness  then  asked  the  wife,  and 
perished  in  the  fire.  It  was  proved  she  said  she  did  not  know.  Wit- 
that  much  delay  took  place  before  ness  asked  when  she  saw  him,  and 
water  was  procured,  and  that  from  she  replied,  he  had  been  at  the  door 
the  violence  of  the  flames  Somer's  about  half  an  hour  ago.  On  witness 
house,  in  which  all  the  females  lost  asking  where  he  might  have  gone, 
their  lives,  was  destroyed  in  a  very  she  said  she  thought  the  heard 
few  minutes.  A  verdict  of  acci-  him  fall  over  the  stair.  Witness 
dental  death  was  returned.  here  asked  the  father  if  he  knew 

—  Murder  at  Dundee. — Ar-  anything  about  it,  when  he  said 

thur  Woods,  and  his  wife  Henrietta  something  to  the  effect — *'  It  was 

Woods,  were  tried  before  the  High  not  me  that  did  it."     When  the 

Court  of  Justiciary,  at  Edinburgh,  body  was  brought  to  the  police 

for  the  murder  of  John    Drew  office.  Dr.  Webster  was  sent  for, 

Woods,    pedlar,    son    of  Arthur  and  examined:  the  body.     There 

Woods,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  was  a  mark  upon  it,  as  of  a  cord 

August,  1 838.     Both  pleaded  not  drawn    tight    round    the    neck, 

guilty.    The  first  witness  called  Witness  went  back  to  the  house, 

was  and  brought  away  some  ropes  he 

Duncan  M'Nab,  watchman  in  found  in  a  pantry.  Applied  the 
the  Dundee  police.— Was  on  duty  ropes  to  the  indentation  in  the 
the  night  of  Saturday,  August  4,  neck,  and  found  the  smaller  one 
in  Thorter-row,  where  the  prisoner  to  correspond  to  it. 
lived.  Had  occasion  to  pass  their  Andrew  Mill,  sailor,  Thorter- 
house  every  half  hour.  Saw  a  man  row,  heard  noise  and  cries  for  as- 
lying  on  his  back  close  to  the  stair  sistance  from  Wood's  house  on  a 
of  Wood's  house.  The  body  was  Saturday  night,  about  a  week  be- 
straight,  excepting  a  bend  in  the  fore  the  death.  Saw  the  prisoner 
knees.  Witness  took  hold  by  the  on  the  top  of  his  son,,  his  hand  in 
collar  of  the  coat,  thinking  it  a  his  son's  neckcloth,  and  his  knee 
drunken  man,  and  then  saw  the  on  his  breast.  John  Galloway  was 
ptrsQii  was  dead.  with  witness^  and  they  separated 
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them.  Woods  was  pushed  into 
another  room,  and  the  wife  wished 
to  strike  the  son  with  a  poker« 
and  to  push  him  from  the  house. 
She  was  violent,  and  hit  witness 
three  times  while  keeping  the 
strokes  from  the  son. 

A  Mrs.  Scott  deposed^  that  on 
Saturday  the  4th  August,  she  had 
occasion  to  come  down  her  own 
stair.  Passed  by  the  back  door, 
and  saw  John  Woods.  This  was 
about  half-past  twelve.  He  was 
standing  with  his  arm  leaning  on 
the  side  of  the  door.  She  had  a 
candle,  and  he  held  the  candle  till 
witness  came  back.  Saw  him  go- 
ing in  the  direction  of  his  father's 
house,  and  saw  him  go  up  part  of 
the  stair.  He  was  drunk.  Wit- 
ness went  to  bed,  and  while  she 
lay  heard  a  noise,  and  when  she 
got  up  she  went  to  the  staircase 
window,  four  stairs  up,  looking 
into  the  court  where  Wood's  house 
is.  It  looks  right  opposite  Wood's 
house.  She  then  heard  the  noise 
come  from  Wood's  house.  She 
thought  she  heard  like  murder 
cried  as  if  far  away  and  in  a  low- 
like tone.  She  then  went  farther 
down  and  looked  through  a  broken 
pane,  and  heard  the  son  say, 
*' Don't  choke  me,  father  j"  in  a 
low  and  mournful  tone  as  she 
thought.  Heard  also  as  if  chairs 
and  tables  rubbing  on  the  floor, 
and  as  of  a  head  knocking  against 
the  floor.  She  could  compare  it  to 
nothing  else.  In  reply  to  "  Don't 
choke  me,  father;"  she  heard. 
•'  I'll  be  your  butcher  before  you 
sleep."  Heard  Mrs.  Woods  speak- 
ing, but  could  not  say  in  what  par- 
ticular tone.  Heard  the  same  noise 
as  before  after  the  voices  ceased. 

After  some  further  evidence  had 
been  given,  and  counsel  had  been 
heard  for  the  prisoners,  the  jury 
retired^  and^  after  ao  absence  of 


about  half  an  hour,  returned  a 
verdict,  finding,  by  a  large  majo- 
rity, Woods  guilty  of  murder ;  and, 
by  a  majority,  Henrietta  Young 
or  Woods  not  guilty.  Woods  was 
sentenced  to  be  executed  at  Dun- 
dee on  the  18th  of  March.  He 
maintained  throughout  the  trial 
the  greatest  coolness  and  self-pos- 
session, and  at  the  conclusion  de- 
nied his  guilt  in  the  most  positive 
terms. 

He  spoke  with  a  strong  Irish 
accent,  and  appeared  to  be  about 
sixty  years  of  age.  His  wife  was 
much  younger. 


MARCH. 

2.  Explosion  and  Loss  of  Lifb. 
— About  nine  o'clock  at  night  an 
explosion  took  place  on  the  pre- 
mises of  Mr.  Marshall,  a  steam 
boiler  maker,  in  Colchester-street, 
Whitechapel,  which  occasioned  the 
loss  of  two  lives,  and  a  serious  de- 
struction of  property.  At  six 
o'clock  preparations  had  been  made 
to  test  a  new  boiler,  and  the  oper- 
ation was  superintended  by  Mr. 
Marshall  himself.  A  few  minutes 
before  nine,  Mr.  Marshall,  finding 
that  the  boiler  was  quite  perfect, 
walked  into  the  counting-house, 
leaving  Richard  Sterne,  his  fore- 
man labourer,  to  attend  to  it.  At 
this  time  the  pressure  of  steam 
was  from  601b.  to  701b.  to  the  inch, 
and  though  the  boiler  was  capable 
of  bearing  2001b.  to  the  inch,  Mr. 
Marshall  gave  directions  to  Sterne 
to  remove  the  weight  firom  the 
safety  valve  before  the  pressure 
got  much  higher,  the  test  of  its 
power  being  considered  perfectly 
satisfactory.  This^  as  was  sup- 
posed, he  must  have  neglected,  for 
in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  a  very 
loud  report  was  heard^  and  the 
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\¥lioIe  of  the  buildings  in  the  pre- 
mises as  well  as  in  the  vicinity^ 
shook  as  if  an  earthquake  liad  ta- 
ken place.  The  boiler,  which  was 
tweuty-five  feet  long  and  six  feet 
in  diaqoeter,  with  a  tube  of  three 
feet  in  diameter,  forced  its  way 
through  two  substantial  brick  walls, 
which  divided  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Marshall  from  those  of  two  other 
persons,  and  was  ultimately  stopped 
by  coming  against  the  end  of  a 
strong  wull,  nearly  one  hundred 
feet  from  where  it  had  been  origi- 
nally placed.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  extreme  force  with 
which  it  was  propelled,  from  the 
fact  that  it  drove  before  it  two 
other  large  boilers  which  it  came 
in  contact  with,  and  strongly  im- 
bedded them  in  the  walls  and 
ruins.  The  tube  part  of  the  boiler 
shot  in  a  different  direction,  and 
also  carried  before  it  everything 
that  lay  in  its  progress,  until  at 
length  it  was  stopped  by  the  wall 
of  a  stable  on  the  western  side  of 
the  premises.  For  several  mo- 
ments the  ingress  to  the  pre- 
mises was  extremely  dangerous, 
owing  to  the  falling  of  various  ar. 
tides  which  had  been  blown  into 
the  air,  and  the  pouring  of  the 
boiling  water  from  the  roofs  of  the 
buildings  upon  which  it  had  been 
forced,  but,  despite  of  this,  Mr. 
Marshall  rushed  from  the  count- 
ing-house, and  called  out  aloud  for 
his  son,  a  iine  youth  of  fifteen, 
whom  he  had  left  but  a  few  mo- 
ments before  with  the  man  Sterne, 
standing  in  front  of  the  boiler,  but 
received  no  answer.  Search  being 
made  for  these  two  unfortunate 
persons,  the  poor  man  Sterne  was 
found  in  Buckle- street,  having 
been  blown  over  a  gate  more  than 
eiffht  feet  high.  Though  dread- 
fully disfigured  and  apparently 
much  shattered,  he  yet  exhibited 
Vol.  LXXXI. 


some  slight  symptoms  of  life.  He 
was  at  once  carried  to  the  London 
Hospital,  but  he  had  not  been 
there  many  minutes  when  he  ex- 
pired. The  body  of  young  Mar- 
shall was  also  found  under  a  part 
of  the  tube  of  the  boiler,  and  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  fifty  feet  from 
where  he  stood  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion.  It  presented  a  most 
frightful  spectacle.  The  right  arm 
was  blown  completely  off,  and  lay 
a  few  feet  from  his  body ;  his  legs 
were  broken  in  several  places ;  and 
his  body  and  face  were  most  fright- 
fully mutilated.  Had  the  accident 
occurred  at  an  earlier  hour  of  the 
evening  the  loss  of  life  must  have 
been  very  great,  as  there  were  up- 
wards of  seventy  persons  employed 
on  the  premises,  and  there  was 
scarcely  a  spot  where  large  pieces 
of  the  shattered  boiler  were  not 
blown.  Bars  of  iron  weighing  from 
501b.  to  601b,  were  blown  into  the 
air  and  fell  some  200  feet  from  the 
premises;  a  half-hundred  metal 
weight  was  thrown  over  a  high 
building  and  lodged  in  the  wall  of 
a  yard  in  Church-lane,  and  a  si- 
milar weight  was  also  blown  into 
the  back  premises  of  the  Halfmoon 
and  Punchbowl  public  house. 

The  damage  altogether  was  es- 
timated at  near  1,500/. 

It  appeared  that  Mr,  Marshall 
had,  within  the  last  three  years, 
proved  several  boilers  in  a  precisely 
similar  manner,  without  the  slight- 
est accident  occurring,  and  the  fa- 
tal occurrence  may  therefore  be 
attributed  to  the  negligence  of  the 
unfortunate  roan  Sterne. 

These  points  having  been  satis- 
factorily proved  at  the  inquest 
subsequently  held  on  the  bodies, 
the  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Ac- 
cidental death. 

5.  Trial  for  Murder.  —  At 
Oxford  Assizes,  Joseph  Chapman, 
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Lord  Dillon's  gainekeq>er,  was 
tried  for  the  m order  of  James 
Trottman,  a  poaclier,  wbom  he 
met  on  the  night  of  the  1 5th  of 
June  previous,  in  his  Lordship's 
woods.  The  prisoner  had  formerly 
been  a  poacher  himself^  and  was 
well  acquainted  with  Trottman, 
and  had  had  several  conversations 
with  him  on  the  night  in  question, 
when  the  deceased  declared  that 
he  intended  to  shoot  rabbits,  and 
that  if  one  came  in  si^ht  he  would 
fire  at  it  in  the  presence  of  the  de- 
ceased. Some  angry  words  fol- 
lowedy  and  Chapman  stepped  back 
a  pace  or  two  and  fired  at  Trott- 
man,  who  fell  mortally  wounded. 
The  Jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty 
of  murder.  When  the  verdict  was 
announced,  a  shout  of  triumph  was 
raised  by  the  people  in  the  body  of 
the  cotTrt.  The  Judge  passed  sen- 
tence of  death  on  the  prisoner,  but 
urgent  applications  were  made  to 
the  Home  Department  in  his  be- 
half, which  we  believe  were  so  far 
successful,  that  his  sentence  was 
commuted  into  transportation  for 
life. 

—  Trial  for  Abductioit.— 
Two  young  men,  Edward  Orford 
and  Sydney  Orford,  were  tried  at 
Winchester  for  carrying  off  Ann 
Boyd,  a  young  lady  of  fourteen, 
from  her  mother's  house  at  Alton. 
Mrs.  Boyd  was  the  wife  of  a 
wealthy  East  India  merchant. 
She  had  three  daughters  born  in 
India,  and  had  resided  at  Alton 
two  years.  Her  husband  returned 
to  Calcutta  in  August  1838,  leav- 
ing his  family  at  Alton.  In  his 
absence  three  young  men,  sons  of 
Mr.  Grey,  a  shopkeeper  in  Alton, 
became  intimate  with  the  Miss 
Boyds,  whose  ages  were  then 
respectively  eighteen,  sixteen,  and 
fourteen.  They  used  to  romp  to- 
gether in  the  kitchen,   and  the 


young  men  were  let  into  the  house 
at  night  by  the  girls.  Richard 
Grey  frequently  slept  with  Ann 
Boyd.  Tlie  three  girls,  on  one  oc- 
casion, eloped  with  the  three  bro- 
thers, but  were  brought  home 
again;  and  Mrs.  Boyd  hired  Or- 
ford, father  qf  the  prisoners,  to 
guard  the  house  from  the  intru- 
sion of  the  Greys.  Orford  sent  his 
son  Edward  sometimes  in  his  place. 
This  young  man  aided  by  his  bro- 
ther, contrived  to  inveigle  Ann 
Boyd  from  home,  tinder  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  meeting  with 
Richard  Grey  in  London,  appa- 
rently with  the  design  of  inducing 
her  to  marry  himself.  The  clergy- 
man of  Alton  restored  Ann  Boyd  to 
her  mother.  The  result  of  the  trial 
was,  that  the  Court  sentenced  Ed- 
ward Orford  to  twelve  and  Sydney' 
to  nine  months'  imprisonment. 

—  Attempt  to  Assassinate 
THE  Rev.  Marcus  O.  Beresford. 
— At  the  Cavan  assizes,  John 
Brady,  James  Brady,  and  Terence 
Rudden,  were  indicted  for  the 
above  offence.  The  following 
were  the  principal  witnesses  ex- 
amined : — 

Rev.  M.  G.  Beresford.  —  Was 
going  to  church  at  Larah,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1838.  Opposite  the 
priest's  house  heard  a  loud  shot 
just  behind  him.  Saw  smoke  on 
the  road  and  a  man  on  M'Keon's 
gate.  Jumped  out  of  the  gig,  his 
servant  did  the  same,  and  ran  after 
them.  Witness  followed  the  men. 
Passed  boys  on  a  quarry.  Asked 
them  if  the  shot  was  fired  at  him ; 
they  said  it  was.  He  asked  them 
if  they  were  sure;  they  said  yes. 
Witness  saw  M*Evoy  on  the  road. 
Shouted  to  him  to  stop  the  man 
with  the  gun.  Witness  turned 
into  the  gate.  Saw  two  men  armed 
iVith  guns.  One  was  dressed  in  a 
brown    frock-coat^    dirty   white 
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trousers,  and  a  cap;  the  otli«r 
in  dark  clothes  and  a  cap.  They 
ran  over  Aughagolrick-hiil.  Saw 
them  again  going  up  Phill  Far« 
relJy's-hill. 

John  M'EToy — Remembers  the 
22d  of  July.  Was  going  to  the 
church.  Saw  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beres- 
ford  passing  him.  It  was  near  the 
priest's.  Was  100  yards  from 
M^Keon's  gate.  Saw  a  man 
come  off  a  gate,  and  fire  a  shot  at 
Mr.  fiere^rd.  He  came  out 
about  a  yard.  Saw  him  present 
the  gun.  Saw  Mr.  Beresford 
jump  out  of  his  carriage  and  run 
after  the  men.  Only  saw  one 
man  at  that  time. 

Edward  Hartley,  a  child  ten 
years  old  was  next  examined. 
— Remembers  playing  on  a  quarry 
the  day  that  Mr.  Beresford  was 
fired  at.  Was  there  an  hour-aud- 
a-half  before  Mr,  Beresford  came 
up.  Saw  two  men  at  the  back  of 
the  ditch  with  two  guns.  It  was 
at  M^Keon*s  gate.  The  man  went 
out  once  and  looked  up  the  road. 
One  man  had  white  trousers  and 
black  coat — a  frock;  the  other 
had  black  clothes.  One  had  a 
cap.  Saw  Mr.  Beresford's  car- 
riage come  up.  When  he  got  to 
the  gate  they  stood  up  and  fired 
at  Mr.  Beresford.  The  gun  was 
pointed  after  Mr.  Beresford.  Mr. 
Beresford's  servant  ran  along  the 
road.  The  men  run  backward  and 
,  forward,  and  then  one  went  one 
way  and  the  other  went  the  other. 
Saw  the  servant  following  the 
same  men  who  came  out  of  the 
gate,  and  fired  the  shot.  Told 
his  father  that  day.  Was  playing 
on  the  quarry  with  Willy  McCart- 
ney and  Hughey. 

William  McCartney,  twelve 
years  old,  confirmed  the  above 
statement. 

John   Armstrong,    Mr.  Beres« 


ford's  servant «— Was  going  with 
Mr.  Beresford  to  Larah  church.  Re- 
jnembers  a  shot  beine  fired*  Was 
driving.  Mr.  Beresford  was  n«xt 
to  M'Keon's  gate.  Saw  two  men 
at  the  gate.  Saw  smoke.  Saw 
one  of  the  men  taking  a  gun  from 
his  shoulder.  One  wore  a  brown 
frock  and  white  trousers.  The 
other  a  dark  frock  and  trousers. 
Saw  them  cross  a  stile.  The  white 
trousered  follow  turned  round  and 
presented  a  gun.  Witness  went 
back.  Saw  six  men  coming  up 
with  their  coats  off,  who  threat*- 
ened  to  knock  witness  down  if  he 
did  not  go  back.  Saw  a  police*^ 
man  coming,  and  then  the  six  feU 
lows  put  on  their  coats,  and  ran 
in  the  same  direction  the  two 
armed  men  went.  James  Ney  met 
him  and  spc^e  to  him.  The  white- 
trousered  man  took  a  pistol  out  of 
his  breast  on  Farrelly*s  hill. 

James  Maguire.  —  Remembers 
the  22d  of  July.  Was  at  his 
father's  house^  near  Aughagolrich 
hill.  Heard  cheers  near  Denis 
M'Keon's.  Ran  towards  them. 
Saw  two  men  armed  with  guns. 
They  were  shouting  '<  mad  dogs." 
Each  of  them  had  a  pistol  Were 
running  towards  Peter  M'Keon's. 
The  men  told  witness  they  were 
after  a  mad  dog.  Witness  said 
he  would  join  them.  Thev  ran 
past  Peter  M'Keon's.  Witness 
went  about  five  perches  with  them. 
Knew  the  men.  Would  know 
them  again.  [Pointed  out  John 
Brady.]  On  his  oath  he  was  one 
of  the  men.  He  had  on  a  white 
pair  of  trousers.  They  were  dirty. 
Knows  John  Armstrong.  Saw 
him  in  chase  of  the  two  men. 
Knows  James  Ney.  Saw  him 
after  the  men  went  on.  Saw  the 
men  after  they  passed  M'Keon's. 
Saw  the  men  at  the  back  of 
Reilly's,  and  saw  them  on  to  Phil 
D2 
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Farelly*s.  They  went  out  at  the 
back  of  the  house.  At  Patrick 
'Reilly's  saw  them  charge  a  gun. 
Last  saw  the  men  after  they 
passed  Phil  Farelly's  houses.  They 
went  on  in  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Donellan's. 

In  his  cross-examination  this 
witness  admitted  that  he  had  given 
contrary  evidence  when  before  the 
magistrates.  This  lie  accounted 
for  by  saying,  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  give  any  evidence  in  the  case  at 
all,  but  M'anted  to  get  out  of  it 
altogether. 

■  James  Ney,  a  farmer. — Heard 
the  shot,  saw  smoke,  and  heard 
shouts.  Saw  the  two  men  Mr. 
Beresford's  servant  was  in  pursuit 
of.  One  of  them  had  a  gun.  One 
had  a  cap,  brown  frock,  and  white 
trousers.  Saw  James  Maguire. 
He  must  have  seen  the  men.  The 
servant  came  up.  1  showed  him 
the  men  going  on.  Saw  the  men 
as  far  as  Pat  Reilley's.  Lost  sight 
of  them  there,  and  went  home. 
Went  to  tell  the  police.  Took  my 
horse  and  gallopped  round  to  the 
back  road  at  Cardeggan.  Saw  the 
two  armed  men  again.  They  came 
from  the  direction  of  Widow 
Donellan's.  Followed  them  more 
than  a  mile.  Got  within  about 
forty  perches  of  them. 

Thomas  Magennis  examined.— 
On  Sunday,  the  22nd  of  July, 
was  at  Larah  river,  fishing,  near 
A  ughagolrich -bridge.  Heard  a 
shot  iired  near  Denis  M'Keon's 
gate.  Stood  up,  and  saw  the 
horses  and  coach  of  Mr.  Beresford 
going  towards  the  church.  Went 
up  towards  the  hiil  of  Aughagol- 
rich.  Saw  two  men  running  with 
guns,  and  two  or  three  running 
after  them.  Came  within  seven 
or  eight  perches  of  them.  Would 
know  one  man  well  again.  |^ Wit- 
ness pointed  out  Brady.]  He  is 
he  man.      He  knew  him  very 


well.  Had  often  seen  him.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  brown  frock^ 
white  trousers,  and  blue  cap. 
One  of  them  asked  him  what 
brought  me  there.  Witness  an- 
swered, what  brought  him  there? 
The  other  said  he  iired  at  a  hare. 
Met  Mr.  Beresford  on  the  hill. 
Saw  three  men  again  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Donellan's.^  Lost 
sight  of  them  at  Phill  Farrelly's- 
hill.  Saw  James  Brady  and 
Terence  Rudden  on  EdrigoU 
bridge  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
before  the  shot  was  fired.  Rud- 
den went  towards  Phil  Farrelly's, 
and  James  Brady  went  through 
the  country. 

—  O'Hara,  policeman,  ex- 
amined.— Arrested  John  Brady  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  of  July. 
He  was  in  his  own  house.  Pre- 
tended that  he  took  him  on  a  war- 
rant for  threatening  Mick  Brady. 
Prisoner  said  I  am  afraid  it  is  not 
for  that,  but  Maguire  is  going  to 
do  harm. 

Mr.  Francis  Skel  ton  .—Was  sub- 
sheriff  of  the  county  in  December, 
1837.  Knows  John  Brady.  Re- 
members going  to  his  house  to 
execute  an  ejectment.  John  Brady 
stood  in-doors,  and  threatened  him 
with  a  fork.  Brady  lived  on  the 
Rev.  M.  G.  Beresford's  land.  John 
Brady  threatened  to  stick  witness, 
and  that  he  would  have  vengeance 
for  this  if  he  was  to  be  hanged  on 
Cavan  gallows. 

Catharine  Corcoran  examined. 
—•Lives  in  Edrigol,  near  the 
bridge.  Knows  Terence  Rudden. 
Remembers  the  Thursday  before 
Mr.  Beresford  was  fired  at.  Saw 
Rudden  on  that  day  with  James 
Brady  within  a  mile  of  her  house. 
Jt  was  near  M*Keon's  gate.  Thev 
were  sitting.  Saw  nothing  with 
them.  Went  to  the  top  of  the 
hill.  Terence  Rudden  followed. 
He  asked  her  what  she   looked 
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for?  She  said,  her  cattle.  He  deceased,  kept  the  Plough  beer- 
told  her  she  was  a  ]iar.  Saw  a  shop  at  that  place.  The  prisoner 
carriage  pass.  He  was  in  a  fret,  also  resided  there.  Witness's 
Asked  him  was  he  afraid,  that  father  died  about  13  months  ago» 
made  him  so  fretful?  He  said  but  during  his  lifetime  the  pri- 
he  was  to  meet  his  sweetheart,  soner  frequently  came  to  the 
He  stood  on  a  ditch  to  look  along  house.  After  his  fathers  death 
the  road.  the  prisoner  acted  as  one  of  the 

Dan  Kittlye,  examined. — Was,  family,  and  used  to  draw  the  beer< 

on  Thursday  the  19th  of  July,  at  In  the  month  of  November  the 

Larah,  near  where  Mr.  Beresford  deceased  requested  him  to  stay  in 

was  fired  at ;  saw  a  man  go  up  her  house,  as  she  had  been  threat- 

the  river  with  a  gun ;  he  had  it  ened  by  the  prisoner.     On   the 

under  his  big  coat  with  the  butt  27th  of  that  mouth  the  prisoner 

sticking  out,  and  the  brass  shining,  came    to    the     house,    and    had 

Has  not  seen  the  man  since  to  his  some  words  with   the  deceased, 

knowledge.  and  he  heard  the  prisoner  ask  the 

Mr.  Beresford  re-examined.—-  deceased  whether  her  tutors  would 
Was  expected  to  have  married  a  do  her  any  good ;  and  the  de- 
couple on  Thursday,  July  19.  ceased  said  they  would  do  her  no 
Did  not  do  so.  Another  clergyman  harm,  and  added  that  she  would 
did  the  duty.  Witness  attended  not  maintain  the  prisoner  any 
the  meeting  at  Cavan.  longer,  as  he  had  threatened  her 

The  defence  consisted  chiefly  of  life  a  great  many  times.     Nothing 

evidence   to  prove  aUbis  for  the  more  occurred  at  that  time,  but 

prisoners,  and  to  injure  the  cha-  the  next  day  about  4  o'clock  he 

racter  of  Thomas  Magennis,  wit-  was  in  the  bakehouse  sitting  near 

ness  for  the  prosecution.  the  oven,  when  he  observed  the 

iiaron  Foster  summed  up  in  a  prisoner  come  up  the  front  garden 

very  luminous  charge.  to  the  bakehouse  door  with  a  gun 

The  jury  delivered  a  verdict  of  under  his  arm,  and  he  went  by 

£rut%against  John  Brady;  Terence  the  door  of  the  bakehouse.     He 

Rudden    and  James   Brady,   not  then  saw  the  prisoner  rush  in  at 

gidlty,    John  Brady  was  sentenced  the  door,  and  before  witness  could 

to  transportation   for   life.      The  speak  or  prevent  him,  he  put  the 

judge  remarked  that   the  recent  gun  to  his  shoulder  and  Hred  at 

change  in  the  law  alone  had  saved  the  deceased,  and  she  fell  dead  at 

the  prisoner  from  the  penalty  of  witness's  feet.     He  did  not  hear 

death.  her  speak  a  word  after  she  was 

6.    Murder  AT  MouNTNESsiNG.  shot.     When  the  prisoner  left  the 

—-At  Chelmsford  assizes,  Abraham  deceased's  house  in  the  evening  of 

Hilliard  was  indicted  for  the  wil-  the  27th,  the  deceased  told  him 

ful  murder  of  Susannah  Playle,  never    to    show    his    face    there 

by  shooting  her  with  a  gun,  .  again,  and  he  replied,  " you, 

'  The  counsel  for  the  crown,  if  you  don't  have  me,  you  shall 
having  briefly  stated  the  facts  of  have  no  other  man."  The  de- 
the  case,  which  were  given  in  our  ceased  replied,  "  I  will,  I  will  be 
last,  called  the  following  wit-  married  before  this  day  month.' 
nesses: —  After  the  prisoner  shot  the  de- 
John  Playle,  a  labourer  residing  ceased,  witness  rushed  upon  him, 
fkt  Mguntoessin^,  and  8on  of  the  and  wrenched  the  gun  from  him. 
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and  knocked  the  prisoner  down 
with  it.  The  pnsoner  resisted 
violeDtly,  but  witness  cftlled  for  as- 
sistance^ and  a  man  named  Miller 
came  up,  and  they  secured  the 
prisoner. 

Charles  Miller  deposed  that  he 
knew  the  deceased  and  also  the 
prisoner.  The  latter  was  fre- 
quently at  the  house  of  the  de« 
ceased,  both  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  deceased's  husband  and  after- 
wards. About  4  o^elock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the 
occurrence  took  place,  the  prisoner 
came  into  his  shop.  He  had  a 
gun  with  him.  The  prisoner  con- 
versed with  him  a  short  time,  and 
then  left  in  the  direction  of  the 
deceased's  house,  and  in  about  10 
minutes  witness  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun,  and  he  heard  the  last 
witness  call  out  far  assistance,  and 
say  that  the  prisoner  had  shot  his 
mother.  On  the  Tuesday  before 
this,  the  prisoner  told  him  that 
John  Playle  had  objected  to  his 
drawing  beer,  but  said  that  he 
would  be  d— d  if  he  would  draw 
any  beer  for  him ;  and  he  added 
that  Mrs.  Playle  should  not  draw 
any  beer  for  him  if  she  did  not 
mind  what  she  was  about.  A 
short  time  aA:er  this,  witness  heard 
the  prisoner  say  to  the  deces^sed, 
"  I  will  be  d — d  if  you  shall  be 
here  long  if  you  don't  mind." 
The  deceased  had  not  said  any- 
thing to  htm  liefore  he  said  this. 

Mary  Anne  Playle,  daughter  of 
the  deceased,  detailed  other  threats 
made  use  of  by  the  prisoner  to 
the  deceased.  This  witness  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  the 
other  witnesses  relatiire  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  de- 
ceased was  shot.  She  added,  that 
she  had  heard  the  prisoner  say 
that  he  would  not  shoot  one  aIone» 
and  that  no  man  should  take  him, 
and  no  man  should  hiipg  him. 


Elisabeth  Playle,  another  daugh- 
ter, proved  that  she  had  heard  the 
prisoner  ask  the  deceaaed  wbether 
she  hated  him,  and  she  replied 
that  she  did  from  her  heart ;  and 
the  prisoner  then  said,  that  he 
would  give  her  what  be  promised 
her, 

Mrs.  Crow  proved,  that  she 
heard  the  prisoner  fire  off  his  gns 
several  times  on  the  day  the  oc« 
eurrence  took  place,  as  toough  be 
was  trying  whether  it  was  likely 
to  miss  fire  or  not. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  and  the  learned  judge  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  death. 

The  prisoner  heard  the  verdict 
and  sentence  with  the  utmost  in- 
difiPerence,  and  when  lord  AUoger 
concluded  by  saying,  "  and  may 
the  Almighty  have  mercy  upon 
your  soul,"  he  exclaimed,  *'  Well, 
1  hope  he  will,'*  and  walked  irmly 
away  from  the  bar. 

6.  Infanticide.— At  the  same 
assizes,  Eliaabeth  Biss  was  indict- 
ed for  the  wilful  murder  of  her 
unbaptized  child.  This  case  was 
of  a  very  melancholy  deecription. 
The  friends  of  the  prisoner  resided 
at  Great  Parndon,  near  Harlow, 
in  Essex,  and  she  had  made  an 
unfortunate  marriage  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  for  she  not  only 
saorifieed  the  good  opinion  of  all 
her  friends,  but  after  a  short  time 
her  husband  deserted  her,  and  Jm 
became  reduced  to  a  pitiable  eon- 
dition  of  distress.  She  then  went 
to  her  friends  with  the  infiiat,  aad 
in  a  moment  of  frenzy  she  threw 
the  infant  into  a  pond,  where  it 
was  found  dead. 

In  the  course  of  the  inquiry  it 
was  stated  that  a  sum  of  money 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
near  rdative  of  the  prisoner  tor 
the  purpose  of  her  defence,  but, 
that  instead  of  being  affiled  to 
that  porpoie,  the  peHy  gel  drunk 
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fttid  spent  the  whole  of  the  tnoney^ 
learing  the  wretched  prisoner  tin- 
de/ended .  Mr.  DowHng,  hoWetef*^ 
vrho  waft  to  hate  been  instructed 
on  her  behalf^  consented  to  under, 
take  the  defence.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  tf  guilty,  cotipled 
with  a  strong  reCoinmendation  to 
mercy.  The  judgment  was  respited. 

7.   NoHtHAMPTON,      TrIAL  FOIt 
TBB  MURD^  OF  ElIZABBTA  LonG- 

poof.— Richard  Woodirard,  aged 
28^  and  John  Archer^  a^ed  22,  were 
indicted  fur  the  wilful  m order  of 
Elizabeth  Ixmcfoot,  at  Easton,  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  of  March, 
1838. 

The  facts  of  this  case  hare 
already  been  detailed.  They  are 
briefly  these : — The  deceased  was 
a  single  woman,  about  50  years  of 
age,  who  lived  alone  in  a  small 
house  at  Easton,  and  Wats  supposed 
to  have  saved  a  little  monev •  She 
was  of  eccentric  habits,  and  seem- 
ed very  apprehensive  of  designs 
against  her  life  and  property.  In 
the  early  part  of  last  year,  the 
house  was  robbed  and  the  old 
woman  murdered.  According  to 
the  testimony  of  Stansor,  who  was 
admitted  an  approver,  he  and  the 
two  prisoners  went  to  the  house 
of  the  deceased  on  the  night  of 
Monday,  the  5th  of  March,  1838, 
and  Woodward  got  into  the 
kitchen  through  the  window.  The 
deceased  was  disturbed,  and  went 
out  (A  the  house  and  up  the  street, 
making  a  noise  and  complaining 
of  having  her  rest  broken.  She 
returned  in  about  10  minutes, 
when  Archer  aimed  a  blow  at  her 
with  his  fist,  which  Woodward 
followed  up  by  additional  bfows, 
and  when  the  unfortunate  woman, 
who  was  knocked  down,  was  lying 
on  the  ground.  Woodward  took  a 
cord  from  his  pocket  and  strangled 
her  with  it^  Archer  kneeling  on 


het*  stomach  in  the  mean  time. 
They  then    drew  hdt    into    the 
kitchen,  where  they  left  the  body, 
and  taking  a  light  went  up  stairs 
and  rifled  the  drawers.  They  found 
some  sovereigns  and  two  pocket, 
book^  with  coiibtry  bank-notes  iii 
them.    Three  sovereigns  and  dS; 
were  given  to  the  witness  as  his 
Share  of  the  booty,  but  notie  of 
the  notes.    Whilst  they  were  in 
the  house,  one  or  two  person^, 
attracted  by  the  light  and  noise, 
came  to  the  door  and  listened  for 
awhile,  but  in  conseqtience  of  the 
known,  peculiar  habits  of  the  de* 
ceased    they   Went   away   again. 
After  the  prisoners  and  the  wit- 
ness left  the  house,  the  latter  went 
to  his  sister's,  it  being  then  abotrt 
5   o'clock    in   the    morning,   and 
after    lying  down   for  about  an 
hour  arid  a  half,  he  set  off  for  Lifir- 
colnshire,  stayed  a  feW  days  at 
Bourne,  and  proceeded  afterwards 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  country. 
In  a  few  weeks  afterwards  he  was 
apprehended,  and  then    made  a 
confession,  in  which  he  laid  the 
principal  share  in  the  murder  and 
robbery  at  the  door  of  the  two 
prisoners.    Woodward,  when  taken 
before  the  magistrates,  confessed 
to  having  planned  the  robbery, 
but   denied  any  participation   in 
the  murder,  and  Archer  disclaimed 
all  knowledge  of  the  transaction. 
There  was  some  confirmation  6f 
the    minor    details    of   Stansor's 
story,   but  the  only  direct   cor- 
roboration attempted  to  beeiven 
of  that  part  of  it  which  referred 
to  the  prisoner's  participation  in 
the  murder  was  an  aHegcd  con- 
versation which  they  had  with  * 
Aian   named  Brown,   who  was  a 
fellow-prisoner    with     them     in 
Northampton   gaol.     No  part  of 
the  stolen    property  was  found, 
although  Brown  said  that  Wood- 
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ward  had  told  him  he  had  con-* 
cealed  part  of  it  in  the  ceiling  of 
his  house,  and  more  of  it  in  a 
fiddle.  Search  was  made  accord- 
ingly, but  without  success. 

The  case  set  up  by  the  counsel 
on  the  part  of  W(X)dward  was^  that 
Stan8or>  in  order  to  secure  the 
whole  of  the  plunder  to  himself, 
had  committed  the  murder  and 
robbery  alone,  and  then,  when  ap- 
prehended, had,  to  save  himself, 
laid  it  at  the  door  of  the  pri- 
soners. 

.  The  prisoners  were  prepared  to 
call  witnesses  to  prove  they  could 
not  be  at  the  deceased's  house  at 
the  time  she  was  murdered.  Being 
advised  to  leave  their  case  as  it 
stood  on  the  evidence  and  the  defence 
made  for  them,  they  did  not  call 
any  witnesses.  After  a  very  per- 
spicuous and  impartial  summing 
up  of  the  case  by  Lord  Denman, 
both  the  prisoners  were  Acquitted. 

These  circumstances  created  the 
highest  degree  of  excitement  in 
Easton ;  and  on  the  return  of  the 
accused  persons  to  their  homes, 
several  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants 
mustered  in  that  town  to  the  call 
of  a  drum,  and  proceeded  in  a 
tumultous  manner  to  the  house  of 
Archer,  when  they  made  a  violent 
attack  upon  the  premises,  damag- 
ing them  greatly  before  they 
gained  an  entrance,  and  then  broke 
every  article  of  furniture  to  pieces, 
scattering  the  fragments  about  the 
streets.  A  strict  search  was  made 
for  Archer,  whom,  if  they  had 
found,  they  would  probably  have 
exercised  "  Lynch  law"  upon.  The 
mob  then  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  Woodward,  where  they  acted  in 
a  similar  manner;  but  could  not 
find  him.  The  whole  village  was 
in  a  state  of  uproar  until  past 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  the 
mob  dispersed. 


8.  Singular  Escape    at  £d- 
monstone  colliehy,  scotland. 
— About  half-past  ten  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  Friday  the  8th  of 
March,  the  sides  of  the  shafit  of 
one  of  the  coal  pits   let    to  the 
Messrs.  Stenhouse  gave  way,  and 
completely  blocked  up  the  com- 
munication with  the  pit.     When 
this  happened  there  were  at  work 
below,  nine  men  and  four  females, 
who  were  thus  fast  imprisoned  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth.  The  shaft 
of  the  coal-pit  was  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  m  depth,  and  the  place 
where  the  fracture  took  place  about 
forty  or  fifty  yards  from  the  mouth 
of  the  pit.  The  alarm  was  instantly 
given,    and    Mr.    Stenhouse,    of 
Whltehili  Mains,  as  well  as   Mr. 
Adam,  the  mining  overseer  of  the 
colliery,  were  almost  immediately 
on  the  spot,  and  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  means  of  extricating 
the  unfortunate  captives.  The  pit, 
where  the    accident    took   place, 
communicated  with  an  adjoining 
pit,  the  shaft  of  which  was  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant  from  £hat 
of  the  former,  and  which  serving 
as  an  air- pit  to  it,  there  was  a 
lamp  or  fire  kept  continually  burn- 
ing in  the  shaft  to  purify  the  air. 
In  the  previous  September  there 
was  a  free  passage,   or  air-gate, 
from  the  one  pit  to  the  other ;  but 
since  that  time  no  person  had  tra- 
velled it,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
the  passage  must  have  been  ob« 
structed  by  the  falling  of  portions 
of  the  superincumbent  mass.   Mr. 
Stenhouse  and  Mr.  Adam  antici- 
pated that  the  individuals  in  the 
pit   would   naturally  struggle  to 
make    their    way    through    this 
avenue  of  escape ;  and,  accordingly, 
about  two  o'clock    on    Saturaay 
morning,  five  men  descended  the 
shaft  of  the  old  pit,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  malse  their  way  through 
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the  passage  between  the  pits  to  aid 
the  JiberatioD  of  the  others.  They 
made  the  greatest  exertions,  nut* 
withstanding  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  water  in  the  old  pit,  and 
reached  140  yards  beyond  the  bot- 
tom of  the  shaft,  when  they  were 
deterred  from  venturing  further  by 
the  foul  air,  which  was  becoming 
quite  insupportable.  At  twoo'clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  a 
second  attempt  was  made,  but  was 
still  more  unfortunate  than  the 
first;  the  air  being  at  this  time  so 
noxious,  that  one  man,  who  had 
iirst  descended  to  report,  could  not 
even  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 
All  hopes  of  relief  in  this  manner 
were  now  abandoned,  and  every 
energy  directed  towards  the  clear-  . 
ing  of  the  shaft.  For  this  purpose 
it  was  necessary  to  construct  what 
is  termed  a  crib;  that  is,  a  cylin* 
der  corresponding  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  shaft,  its  operation 
being  something  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  that  of  the  shield,  advanced 
progressively  in  the  Thames  Tun- 
nel. 

Most  fortunately  these  prepara- 
tions, which  were  necessarily  tedi- 
ous in  their  nature,  were  not  re- 
quired. At  about  half-past  seven 
o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning, 
the  men  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  old  pit,  heard  the  welcome 
sound  of  a  voice.  The  alarm  was 
immediately  given,  and  the  Messrs. 
Stenhouse  and  the  workmen  pro- 
ceeded with  all  despatch,  to  rescue 
the  suffering  party.  One  man  de- 
scended to  render  aid  in  case  they 
should  be  too  feeble  to  hold  by  the 
rope,  and  found  the  air  in  the  shaft 
so  impure  that  he,  coming  from 
the  free  atmosphere,  could  with 
difficulty  sustain  it.  The  first  raised 
was  the  youngest  girl,  who  was 
brought  up  in  a  helpless  state. 
Her  first  words  were,  **  Eh,  Sir, 


we  have  been  praying  a'nicht." 
The  remainder  were  rapidly  raised 
in  succession,  all  in  a  very  ex.. 
hausted  state;  warm  milk  and 
bread  were  administered  to  each  of 
them,  when  they  appeared  some- 
what revived.  They  were  then 
placed  on  carts  among  straw  and 
blankets,  and  conveyed  to  their, 
homes. 

It  appears  from  the  account  they 
subsequently  furnished^  that  soon 
after  the  catastrophe  took  place 
they  tried  to  remove  the  debris 
that  had  fallen  in ;  but  it  was  in 
such  masses  that  they  found  the 
task  impossible.  They  then  endea«. 
voured  to  make  their  way  through 
the  air-gate  to  the  other  pit.  This 
passage  was  only^  three  feet  wide 
and  four  feet  in  height,  and  through- 
out was  partially  filled  with  water. 
When  they  had  proceeded  a  short 
way,  they  founa  that  the  water 
was  so  high  that  they  would  have 
perished  in  the  attempt,  and 
therefore  they  had  to  abandon  it. 
During  the  tedious  and  agonizing 
hours  of  Saturday,  they  kept  mov- 
ing backward  and  forward  nigh  to 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  until  about 
six  o'clock  at  night,  when  they 
made  another  attempt  to  struggle 
through  the  air-gate,  which  proved 
as  fruitless  as  the  first.  At  this 
stage  their  lights  all  went  out,  and 
they  were,  of  course,  in  utter  dark- 
ness. They  began  to  give  way  to 
despair,  all  hope  of  escape  seeming 
to  have  disappeared.  In  this  state 
they  searched  for  a  dry  place  of 
the  pit,  and  having  found  it,  laid 
themselves  down  to  await  death. 
But  before  finally  resigning  them- 
selves to  what  appeared  their  in<« 
evitable  fate,  they  all  joined  in 
singing  a  hymn,  after  which  one 
of  the  old  men  poured  out  a  fer- 
vent prayer  for  mercy.  They  had 
^so  joided  in  prayer  after  the 
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failure  of  the  first  attempt.  After 
lying  in  this  piteous  state  from  six 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  until 
about  lire  o'clock  on  the  Sunday 
morning  in  utter  darkness,  they 
gathered  resolution  to  make  a  last 
effort  for  life.  By  this  time  the 
water  in  the  air-gate  had  fallen 
about  two  inches  lower  than  it 
stood  at  the  former  attempt,  al- 
though still  three  feet  deep  at  one 
place.  The  whole  party,  accord- 
ingly, were  enabled  to  grope  their 
way  through  the  narrow  avenue 
their  chins  for  the  most  part 
touching  the  roof  of  the  mine,  and 
thus  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
bottom  of  the  air-pit  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock,  having  been  foin^een 
hours  in  utter  darkness,  thirty- 
four  hours  since  the  period  of  the 
accident,  and  thirtv-six  hours  since 
they  entered  the  pit.  Fortunately 
for  the  rest,  there  were  two  men 
in  the  pit  who  had  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  communication 
with  the  air-pit,  and  they  accord- 
ingly acted  as  the  pioneers  of  the 
party.  They  all  kept  together  by 
taking  hold  of  each  other's  clothes  ; 
but  the  girls  had  to  be  carried 
through  the  water,  as  they  would 
have  otherwise  been  drowned.  One 
strong  man  of  the  party  carried  a 
woman,  who  was  in  a  very  enfeebled 
state  on  his  back ;  and  this  intre- 
pid individual  had  besides  to  drag 
another  man  who  had  laid  hold  of 
his  belt.  They  said  they  did  not 
find  the  air  in  the  mine  to  be  very 
bad,  although  they  were  not  con- 
scious of  any  draught.  This  may- 
be accounted  for  by  the  circum- 
stance of  their  having  become  so 
far  inured  to  the  atmosphere ;  and 
besides,  durrag  the  morning  of 
Sunday,  the  frosty  atmosphere  was 
particularly  favourable  for  coun- 
teracting the  noxiom  vapours  of 
the  pit, 


12.     MURPER  AT  BAKSHA.^^At 

the  Clonmel  assizes,  John  Slattery 
and  Michael  Dwyer  were  iodtcted 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Denis 
Murphy,  at  Foxford,  near  Bansha, 
on  Sunday  the  12th  of  November, 
1837.  One  was  indicted  as  a 
principal,  and  the  other  as  ac- 
cessory. 

The  deceased  was  a  farmer, 
holding  a  small  quantity  of  ground 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bansha. 
The  prisoner  Dwyer  was  one  of 
his  tenants,  and  it  appeared  that 
some  time  before  the  fatal  trans- 
action the  deceased  ventared  to 
make  a  distress  on  Dwyer*s  land. 
This  man  and  his  son-inlaw, 
James  Ryan,  who  also  lived  upon 
Murphy's  land,  subsequent  to  the 
distress,  were  for  an  assault  and 
rescue  sentenced  to  a  limited  im- 
prisonment. The  landtord  ven- 
tured to  make  a  second  distress, 
the  defaulting  tenants  not  having 
been  ejected.  He  bad  given  no- 
tice of  the  sale,  and  two  days  be- 
fore the  day  of  sale  his  life  was 
taken  from  him.  On  the  night  in 
question,  a  party  of  persons  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  Murphy. 
Mrs.  Murphy  had  gone  ta  bed, 
and  her  children  were  left  sfttfng 
at  the  kitchen  fire.  A  servant 
boy,  named  Walsh,  was  sleeptng  in 
an  inner  room.  The  dog  was  very 
restless,  and  the  mother  desired 
her  children  to  open  the  door  and 
put  him  outside;  upon  which  a 
party  of  about  tour  persons  in- 
stantly rushed  in.  One  of  them 
took  a  candle  out  of  the  hand  of 
one  of  the  children,  and  proceeded 
to  the  room  in  which  the  mother 
was  in  bed,  and  desired  her  to  get 
up ;  he  then  asked  if  her  husband 
was  at  home,  and  when  told  he 
was  not,  he  asked  who  lived  in  the 
house,  as  if  ignorant  who  resided 
there.    Upon  being  told  that  the 
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house  was  Murphy's,  the  luan  said^ 
''  I  beg  your  pardon^  it  was  Byrne 
we  were  want]  Dg;"  the  party  then 
left  the  house^  and  cautioned  the 
inmates  not  to  open  the  door. 
Some  time  after  this  the  widow 
heard  the  cry  of  her  husband  not 
far  from  the  house,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  a  gun^  and  she  could 
hear  part  of  the  language  used  by 
the  assailants.  They  said  to  the 
unfortunate  man,  "You  never  will 
cant  ngain/*  Immediately  after 
this  Murphy  was  found  sadly  mu- 
tilated, lying  at  the  haggard,  close 
to  his  own  place,  and  quite  dead. 
A  number  of  persons  were  taken 
up  on  suspicion,  who  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood,  including  amongst 
others  the  prisoner  Dwyer,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  evidence  being 
insufficient,  they  were  discharged, 
after  a  limited  imprisonment. 

A  person  named  Long,  however, 
turned  approver,  and  upon  his  tes- 
timony the  case  against  the  pri- 
soners chiefly  rested. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
acquitting  Dwyer  and  finding 
Slattery  guilty.  Sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  him,  and  car- 
ried into  execution  at  Clonmel^  on 
the  2d  of  April  following. 

13,     BuHGLARY    AND   ArSON.— 

At  the  Stafford  assizes,  Joseph 
Newbury  and  Joseph  Taylor  were 
tried  for  a  burglary,  with  violence, 
and  also  for  setting  fire  to  the 
dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Wood,  at 
Huddlesford,  in  this  county.  The 
prisoners  pleaded  **  Guilty." 

Mr.  Wood,  the  prosecutor,  was 
an  old  man  between  seventy  and 
eighty  years  of  age,  very  infirm. 
He  stated  that  his  house  was 
broken  into  on  the  night  of  Friday, 
the  23d  of  November  previous. 
His  bed-room  was  entered  while 
he  was  asleep,  his  money  was  d«^ 
maoded,  a  knife  was  drawn  across 


his  throat,  and  his  bed-curtains 
and  bedstead  were  set  on  firo  by 
the  robbers,  and  he  was  locked  in 
the  room.  But  Mrs.  Wood's  de« 
position  was  the  most  extraoiw 
dinary.  She  stated  as  fdlows  :-^ 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of 
November  the  prisoners  rapped  at 
her  door  and  asked  for  charity, 
which  she  refused  to  give  them. 
She  closed  her  house  at  night  and 
went  to  bed  at  nine  o'clock.  At 
twelve  o'clock  she  was  awoke  by 
two  men  who  entered  her  room. 
They  liad  a  bit  of  candle  in  their 
hands,  and  one  of  them  a  knife, 
the  otlier  a  poker.  Their  faces 
were  blackened.  Her  servant  slept 
with  her.  One  of  them  struck 
her  with  the  poker,  and  the  other 
with  the  knife,  over  her  head  and 
hands.  One  of  the  prisoners 
struck  the  servant  girl  with  the 
poker  on  the  head.  She  awoke, 
and  cried  •'  Murder."  The  pri- 
soner aimed  another  blow  at  ner. 
Her  mistress  attempted  to  stop  it, 
and  her  arm  was  broken.  She 
cried  out  for  mercy,  and  promised 
to  give  them  two  sovereigns  on 
the  morrow,  but  one  of  the  pri- 
soners said  that  would  not  do. 
She  told  her  servant  to  give  them 
5jf»,  which  she  did.  Mrs.  Wood 
then  gave  them  her  keys,  and  the 
prisoners  ransacked  her  drawers. 
They  were  engaged  for  half  an 
hour,  and  very  leisurely  procured 
fresh  candles  and  put  tliem  into 
candlesticks.  One  of  them  read 
the  papers  which  he  found  in  the 
drawers,  and  smoked  a  pipe  ol 
tobacco.  Finding  one  of.  the 
drawers  locked  they  threatened  to 
murder  Mrs.  Wood,  who  was  suf- 
fering severely  from  her  broken 
arm.  They  took  a  5/.  Lichfield 
note  and  some  other  property. 
They  said  they  were  robbers;  that 
they  bad  a  banditti  round  the 
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house,  and  if  any  one  attempted 
to  escape  he  or  she  would  be  mur- 
dered, and  they  called  out  a  num- 
ber of  Christian  names,  telling  the 
parties  to  come  in  and  take  re- 
freshments and  watch  until  they 
had  got  three  or  four  miles  off. 
They  frequently  went  up  and  down 
stairs.  They  found  a  bottle  of 
medicine,  which  was  a  lotion,  and 
compelled  Mrs.  Wood  to  drink 
some  of  it^  and  the  servant  girl, 
but  she  managed  to  pour  the 
greatest  part  of  it  into  her  bed. 
After  desiring  the  woman  to  lie 
quiet  and  go  to  sleep,  the  pri- 
soners drew  the  bed  curtains,  col- 
lected a  heap  of  things  at  the  foot 
of  the  bed  and  set  it  on  lire,  until 
it  blazed  up  to  the  ceiling,  and 
then  went  away  locking  the  two 
women  in  their  bed-room.  The 
room  became  filled  with  smoke, 
and  the  servant  girl,  at  her  mis- 
tress's desire  opened  the  window 
and  escaped  through  it.  The 
prisoners  returned  to  her  room. 
Mrs.  Wood  said,  "  We  are  here," 
and  they  did  not  perceive  that  the 
girl  had  gone.  More  things  were 
thrown  by  them  on  the  lire,  which 
was  left  burning,  and  the  prisoners 
again  locked  the  door.  Mrs. 
Wood  attempted  to  escai)e  through 
the  window,  but  when  on  the  ledge 
one  of  the  prisoners  entered  her 
room,  and  finding  her  at  the  win- 
dow struck  at  her  with  a  knife, 
but  missed  her,  and  she  dropped 
four  or  five  yards  into  the  garaien. 
She  attempted  to  get  through  the 
hedge,  but  fell,  and  was  attempt- 
ing to  get  into  the  road,  when  she 
heard  the  prisoners  coming,  and 
concealed  herself  till  they  passed. 
She  then  went  into  the  village, 
and  procured  assistance.  Her  hus- 
band was  got  down  stairs,  and  the 
6re  was  at  length  extinguished. 
In  her  fall  ^h^  was  str^in^d  in  her 


right  side  and  her  hip,  so  as  to  be 
prevented  from  walking  for  several 
weeks,  and  though  her  broken  arm 
had  recovered,  she  had  lost  the  use 
of  her  right  hand,  which  was  cut 
by  the  robbers.  She  stated  in  her 
deposition,  that  a  few  days  before 
the  robbery  her  servant  girl  re- 
lated a  dream  to  her,  in  which  she 
dreamt  that  two  men  got  through 
the  parlour-window  and  were  mur. 
dering  them.  Mrs.  Wood  said, 
'*  Well,  Ann,  in  case  any  ruffians 
were  to  break  in,  what  would  you 
do  for  the  bebt;  could  you  go 
through  the  window?"  and  the 
girl  said  she  could,  and  that  she 
should  jump  on  the  laurel-tree, 
which  would  break  her  fall.  She 
remarked,  laughingly,  it  would  be 
a  good  plan. 

in  the  deposition  of  the  servant, 
it  uppeared  that  she  did  drop  into 
the  laurel-tree. 

The  property  stolen  and  burnt 
amounted  to  50Z.,  and  a  part  of  it 
was  traced  to  the  prisoners. 

14.  Execution  at  Hertford. 
— ^The  last  sentence  of  the  law 
was  carried  into  effect  upon 
Thomas  Taylor,  convicted  at  the 
Hertford  assizes  of  the  murder  of 
William  Bennett,  an  old  pensioner, 
residing  at  Tewin,  in  the  same 
county.  Two  young  men,  named 
Roach  and  Fletcher,  were  exe- 
cuted about  twelve  months  pre- 
vious for  being  concerned  in  the 
same  offence.  The  prisoner  ab- 
sconded immediately  after  the 
commission  of  the  crime,  and  en- 
listed in  the  15th  regiment ;  and 
he  would  probably  have  escaped 
detection,  but  for  the  fact  of  his 
having  written  a  letter  to  his  mo- 
ther in  an  assumed  name.  This 
circumstance  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  police  at  Hertford,  an 
inquiry  was  instituted,  which  led 
to  his  detection.    The  regiment 
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at  the  time  was  under  orders 
for  India^  and  would  very  soon 
have  embarked.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  his  apprehension  Taylor 
prepared  himself  for  death,  wnich 
he  met  with  very  little  appearance 
of  apprehension  or  agitation. 

From  information  obtained  after 
the  trial,  there  appeared  every 
reason  to  believe  that  Taylor  was 
the  actual  cause  of  the  aeath  of 
the  poor  old  man,  for  after  the 
robbery  had  been  committed,  and 
they  had  all  left  him  lying  sense- 
less  on  the  ground,  he  returned 
and  gave  him  three  kicks  on  the 
side  of  the  head,  and  inflicted  in 
this  way  the  mortal  injury. 

16.  Fire.— A  fire  broke  out 
early  in  the  morning  at  the  school 
and  vicarage  of  Warfield.  It  was 
discovered  by  a  son  of  the  reve. 
rend  Temple  Frere,  prebendary 
of  Westminster ;  who  alone,  of  all 
the  inmates,  lost  his  life  by  the 
fire.  The  owner  of  the  house, 
the  reverend  Mr.  Furlong,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  thirty-seven 
pupils,  and  seven  servants,  es. 
caped.  When  the  names  of  the 
boys  were  called  over,  all  an- 
swered but  Frere;  who  at  that 
moment  was  seen  at  a  window 
of  the  blazing  building.  Mr. 
Furlong  raised  a  ladder  against 
the  wall,  but  it  was  too  short  to 
reach  the  window.  The  poor  boy 
tried  to  get  his  leg  through  the 
sash,  but  could  not,  and  disap- 
peared. Several  others  had  very 
narrow  escapes.  Everything  was 
destroyed.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  fire  originated  in  the  butler's 
pantry.  -  The  neighbours,  espe- 
cially Lady  and  Miss  Malcolm, 
were  active  in  rendering  assist- 
ance. More  boys  would  probably 
have  perished,  but  for  the  in- 
trepidity of  one  of  the  Miss  Fur- 


longs, who  at  great  risk  awakened 
them  in  bed. 

15.  Inquest  at  Uxbridge,— 
Much  interest  was  excited  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Uxbridge,  by  a 
fatal  affray  between  two  young 
men,  pupils  of  the  Rev.  Frederic 
Sturmer,  of  Hayes.  Mr.  Francis 
Hastings  Medhurst,  having  quar- 
relled violently  with  his  fellow 
pupil,  .Joseph  Alsop,  attacked  him, 
on  the  9th  instant,  in  a  room  of 
Mr.  Sturmer's  house,  and  in  his 
presence;  the  weapon  of  assault 
being  a  large  knob-headed  stick. 
Mr.  Sturmer  left  his  two  pupils 
fighting,  and  walked  away,  with- 
out making  any  attempt  to  part 
them.  Soon  after,  Medhurst 
stabbed  Alsop  with  a  double-edged 
knife  or  dirjc,  below  the  navel. 
The  poor  young  man  lingered  a 
few  days  in  extreme  pain,  and 
then  died.  Medhurst  was  arrest- 
ed on  a  charge  of  murder ;  and 
after  a  lengthened  and  minute  in- 
quiry into  all  the  details,  before 
Mr.  Wakley  the  coroner,  a  jury, 
composed  of  seventeen  persons, 
returned  the  following  verdict, 
with  two  dissentients — 

'^  Wilful  murder  against  Mr. 
Francis  Hastings  Medhurst.  The 
jury  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Sturmer 
is  highly  reprehensible,  in  not  in- 
terfering to  prevent  the  alterca- 
tion between  the  parties,  as  such 
interference  might  have  prevented 
the  unhappy  consequences  which 
have  ensued." 

Medhurst  was  nearly  twenty- 
one,  and  it  was  said,  would,  on 
attaining  his  majority,  come  into 
possession  of  property  worth 
7,000/.  a  year.  Alsop  was  about 
eighteen,  and  belonged  to  a  most 
respectable  family  in  Staffordshire. 
Medhurst  was  noted  for  ungovern.- 
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aUe  temper,  which  he  would  seem 
to  hare  inherited  by  right  of 
blood.  His  mother  was  ah  Italian. 
His  grandfather  stabbed  his  wife 
in  a  fit  of  insanity,  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  transaction  in  ques- 
tion,  was,  at  an  advanced  age, 
in  a  lunatic  asylum  near  Ux- 
bridge. 

After  an  examination  by  the 
magistrates,  at  Uxb ridge,  Med- 
hurst  was  committed  on  a  charge 
of  manslaughter ;  the  bench  being 
of  opinion  that  malice  was  not  to 
be  inferred  from  the  evidence. 

16.  Murder  near  Newark. 
— ^The  inhabitants  of  Newark,  and 
the  villages  north  of  that  town, 
were  much  agitated  by  the  mur- 
der of  an  aged  woman,  named 
Hancock,  who  occupied  a  small 
shop  at  Caunton.  The  discovery 
was  made  by  one  of  the  villagers, 
who  went  to  the  house  about  7, 
and,  finding  the  door  unlocked, 
and  no  one  in  the  shop,  proceeded 
upstairs,  where  he  found  the  un. 
fortunate  woman  stretched  on  the 
bed.  The  body  presented  a  shock- 
ing appearance,  and  the  wall  was 
sprinkled  with  blood.  Upon  a 
search,  it  was  found  that  the  house 
had  also  been  robbed.  After  a 
long  inquiry,  a  labourer  named 
Driver,  who  was  working  at 
Musham  Woodhouse,  was  appre- 
hended, and  on  his  ()erson  were 
found  two  watches,  money,  &c. ; 
he  at  once  confessed  his  guilt, 
and  stated  that  he  committed  the 
barbarous  act  between  3  and  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  would 
appear  that  he  tilled  her  mouth 
with  rags,  to  prevent  her  cries 
awaking  the  neighbours,  struck 
her  on  the  head,  and  then  stran- 
gled her. 

^  Driver  was  about  24,  of  ex- 
ceedingly  repulsive    aspect,   and 


generally  considered  deficieiit  in 
intellect.  He  was  subsequently 
tried  for  the  murder,  ana  found 
guilty,  and  executed. 

17.  Murderous  Assault  at 
Manchester.  —  A  man  named 
George  Whittaker,  a  coqier,  re- 
siding in  Club-row,  Oldham-road, 
had  been  for  some  time  past  living 
separate  from  his  wife.  However, 
at  his  desire,  she  went  back  to  him. 
She  had  not  been  at  home  many 
hours  when  the  other  inmates  and 
the  neighbours  were  alarmed  by 
the  shrieks  of  a  female,  and  cries 
of  ''  Murder,"  proceeding  firom 
the  apartment  occupied  by  the 
wretched  couple.  Some  persons 
rushed  into  tne  room,  and  found 
Whittaker  with  a  cooper's  adce  or 
axe  in  his  hand,  with  which  he 
was  dealing  deadly  blows  at  his 
unfortunate  wife ;  she  was  seated 
on  a  sofa,  and  it  would  seem,  after 
she  had  received  one  blow,  she 
had  instinctively  put  her  hand  to 
her  head  to  ward  off  another,  and 
the  hatchet  coming  down,  had 
struck  her  with  so  much  force  as 
to  sever  three  fingers  from  her 
hand,  besides  inflicting  a  dreadful 
wound  on  the  scalp.  Two  fingers 
were  in  like  manner  severed  from 
the  other  hand.  Whittaker  was 
taken  into  custody,  and  his  wife 
at  once  conveyed  to  the  Manches- 
ter  Royal  Infirmary,  where  her 
deposition  was  taken  by  Mr.  D. 
Maude,  stipendiary  police  magis- 
trate, there  appearing  little  hope 
of  her  recovery. 

21*  Horrible  Case  of  Mur- 
der AT  Carlo w. — John  Nowlan 
was  indicted  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  his  own  first  cousin,  Bridget 
Nowlan,  a  child  of  six  years  dd, 
and  also  for  the  murder  of  his 
grandmother,  Catherine  Donokoe, 
a  woman  ninety    years    old>    at 
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Myshat],  county  of  Carlow,  on  the 
9tn  of  November  previous. 

It  appeared  that  Lawrence 
Nowlan^  rather  of  Brid^t,  and  his 
wife^  had  gone  out  to  dig  potatoes; 
but  were,  in  the  cour^e  of  the  day, 
alarmed  by  one  of  their  daughters, 
who  stated,  that  on  entering  the 
house,  she  discovered  her  sister 
and  grandmother  murdered,  and 
their  bodies  roasting  upon  the  fire. 
The  poor  man  and  his  wife 
speedily  returned,  and  were  hor- 
rified to  find  the  body  of  Bridget 
Nowlan  nearly  burnt  to  a  cinder, 
and  that  of  the  old  woman  par- 
tially burnt.  They  also  discovered 
that  a  box  had  been  broken  open, 
and  some  bank-notes  and  silver 
abstracted,  but  a  larger  sum, 
amounting  to  20/.,  was  left  behind. 
The  prisoner  was  soon  after  appre- 
hended, and  brought  to  the  police 
station,  where,  on  being  tola  that 
his  father  was  taken  up  for  the 
crime,  he  confessed  that  he  was 
the  murderer,  that  he  had  beaten 
out  the  brains  of  his  cousin  and 
his  grandmother  with  a  shovel- 
handle,  and  then  placed  their 
bodies  over  the  fire.  He  also  ac- 
knowledged the  robbery.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  GuiUy, 
and  sentence  of  death  was  pro- 
nounced. 

22.  Operation  Performed  at 
Paris. — A  highly  curious  and  im- 
portant case  of  the  Caesarian  ope- 
ration was  performed  at  the  H6- 
pital  des  Cliniques  de  TEcole  de 
Medecine,  by  Professor  Paul  Du- 
bois, in  the  presence  of  the  most 
distinguished  surgeons  of  Paris, 
several  foreign  physicians,  and  a 
great  number  of  medical  students. 
The  patient  was  a  dwarf,  whose 
height  did  not  exceed  thirty-seven 
inches,  deformed  in  a  most  unusual 
degree,  with  a  head  of  enormously 
di^proportioned  size,  twisted  legs. 


of  stupid  appearance,  and  par- 
tially deficient  intellect,  and  whose 
conformation  was  such  as  to  ren. 
der  the  performance  of  this  terrible 
operation  imperiously  necessary, 
as  the  only  chance  of  saving  the 
life  probably  of  herself  and  cer- 
tainly of  her  child.  This  poor 
creature  had  been,  as  it  were,  sold 
by  her  parents,  dwelling  in  a  vil- 
lage in  Picardy,  to  a  travelling 
mountebank,  who  passed  a  bar- 
gain with  them,  without  her 
knowledge,  and  on  the  strength  of 
which  he  had  taken  her  about  the 
country  with  him,  showing  her  at 
fairs,  and  making  considerable 
profit  by  her.  It  appears  that  he 
had  entertained  the  notion  that 
the  ofiTspring  of  this  poor  woman 
would  be  small  and  deformed  like 
herself,  and  it  was  from  the  expec- 
tation that  he  should  be  a  double 
gainer  by  her  and  her  child,  that 
her  pregnancy  had  been  caused. 
About  six  weeks  since,  this  unfor- 
tunate creature  was  brought  to  the 
hospital  abovementioned  in  a  state 
of  the  utmost  destitution  and 
misery,  with  scarcely  any  clothing, 
and,  as  professor  Dubois  expressed 
it,  bearing  a  certain  sentence  of 
death  with  her,  the  only  possibility 
of  escaping  from  which,  as  must 
be  the  case  with  all  persons  of 
similar  conformation,  was  the  ope- 
ration that  he  had  to  execute  upon 
her.  The  affluence  of  students 
into  the  amphitheatre  of  the  hos- 
pital was  so  excessive,  that  the 
professor  humanely  declared  that 
he  would  not  go  on  with  the  ope- 
ration unless  the  numbers  of  his 
audience  were  reduced,  and  a  large 
body  of  students  with  much  good 
feeling  retired.  The  patient  was 
then  broueht  in,  and  the  professor 
commenced  the  dreadful  operation,, 
from  the  consequences  of  which, 
though  the  pain    actually  occa- 
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sioned  is  perhaps  not  greater  than 
that  of  the  ordinary  course  of  na- 
ture^ no  patient  has  ever  heen 
known  to  recover  in  the  hospitals 
of  Paris^  although  they  often  have 
in  other  localities.  The  professor 
was  said,  to  have  never  mani- 
fested greater  judgment  and  sang 
Jroid  than  in  this,  the  sixth  ope- 
ration of  the  same  kind  which 
he  had  performed.  All  the  or- 
dinary difficulties  of  the  operation 
were  increased  in  a  most  unex- 
pected degree,  by  the  internal 
phaenomena  being  found  to  be  as 
anomalous  as  the  external.  The 
result^  however,  was,  that  a  female 
infant,  perfectly  well  formed^  was 
extracted,  and  that  as  soon  as  its 
cries  rewarded  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate mother  for  all  that  she  had 
undergone,  and  in  which  she  had 
shown  great  fortitude,  she  had 
strength  and  self-possession  enough 
to  ask  what  its  sex  was,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  alive.  Notwithstand- 
ing however  the  unceasing  care  of 
professor  Dubois  and  the  head 
midwife  of  the  hospital,  their  pa- 
tient died  very  shortly  after.  The 
infant  survived. 

24.  Fire  near  Mountnessing. 
-—The  ancient  mansion  of  Fitzwal- 
ters,  Essex,  the  seat  of  Hall  Dare, 
esq.  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire« 
A  portion  of  the  outer  walls 
only  remained  standing  to  mark 
where  stood  the  "  Round  House," 
which  for  two  centuries  had  been 
an  object  of  curiosity  to  the  tra- 
veller, from  its  singular  octagonal 
form.  The  origin  of  the  fire  was 
unknown.  It  was  conjectured  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  ig- 
niting of  a  beam  over  a  fire-place. 
The  furniture  and  pictures  were 
not  saved  j  and  the  damage  sus- 
tained was  estimated  at  from 
4;000/.  to  6,000/. 

25.  Rqbb£ry  op  Gold  Dust. 


•^A  very  ingenious  robbery  took 
place  at  the  St.  Katharine  Docks, 
by  which  property  to  a  consider- 
able amount  was  fraudulently  ob- 
tained. The  particulars  of  the 
transaction,  and  the  steps  by  which 
the  parties  concerned  iu  it  were  at 
last  discovered,  occupied  public 
attention  for  a  considerable  time. 
We  shall  here  only  give  the  fact  of 
the  robbery,  reserving  further  de- 
tails to  appear  in  the  account  of 
the  trial  which  subsequently  took 
place.  Two  boxes  of  gold-dust, 
valued  at  4,600/.,  were  landed 
at  Falmouth,  from  the  Seagull 
packet,  lately  from  Mexico.  From 
Falmouth  they  were  taken  to  the. 
Dublin  Steam-packet  Wharf,  Lon. 
don,  consigned  to  the  Brazilian 
Mining  Company.  At  noon  on 
Monday,  the  25th,  a  person 
claimed  the  two  boxes,  and  pre- 
sented an  order  for  them,  appa- 
rently in  the  same  hand-mriting 
as  a  letter  received  by  the 
wharfinger  the  same  morning  from 
Falmouth  with  the  boxes.  That 
letter  stated,  that  the  boxes  were 
only  to  be  delivered  to  a  gentle- 
man who  would  call  on  Monday 
with  an  order  in  the  same  band- 
writing  as  the  letter.  The  "  gen- 
tleman" accurately  described  the 
marks  and  took  away  the  boxes; 
but  two  hours  afterwards  another 
person  connected  with  the  Bra« 
zilian  Mining  Company  came  for 
the  boxes,  and  the  fraud  was  then 
discovered,  for  the  genuine  docu^ 
ments  and  letter  addressed  to  the 
company  by  their  Falmouth  agent 
were  produced. 

30.  The  Rsv.  Joseph  Ste- 
phens.— The  grand  jury  of  the 
South  Lancashire  assizes,-  sitting 
in  Liverpool,  returned  a  true  bill 
against  the  reverend  Joseph 
lUyner  Stephens,  for  a  misae- 
meanoiir.    A  number  of  witnesses 
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were  examined  before  the  grand 
inquest  to  prove  sufficient  to  war- 
rant them  in  finding  the  bill. 
Several  of  them,  it  is  said,  pro- 
duced large  pikes  in  illustration 
of  their  evidence.  Meanwhile 
Stephens's  popularity  continued 
unabated.  Upwards  of  1,000/. 
had  been  subscribed  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  defence.  He  con- 
tinued to  preach  three  times  every 
Sunday^  to  crowded  congrega- 
tions. 

APRIL. 

1.  Chartist  Riot  at  Devizes. 
— On  this  day,  lieing  Easter  Mon- 
day, the  persons  who  have  adopted 
the  name  of  Chartists,  attempted 
to  hold  a  meeting  at  Devizes, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  a  serious 
riot.  In  the  course  of  the  week 
(heir  leaders  had  issued  a  large 
placard,  stating  that,  "in  defiance 
of  the  Tory  persecutors  of  the 
poor,"  a  public  meeting  would  be 
held,  which  would  be  addressed 
by  Vincent,  Carrier,  Roberts,  and 
others.  In  consequence  of  the  tone 
of  this  manifesto,  and  the  report 
that  the  Chartists  would  march 
into  the  town  armed,  considerable 
excitement  prevailed,  and  every 
precaution  to  prevent  a  breach  of 
the  peace  was  taken  by  the  local 
authorities.  The  Chartists  had 
announced  their  meeting  for  ten 
o'clock.  They  did  not,  however, 
make  their  appearance  until  about 
a  quarter  before  three,*  when  they 
were  seen  marching  in  procession 
from  the  direction  of  Calne-hill, 
headed  by  a  band  of  music,  and  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  flags  and  banners, 
bearing  the  ordinary  inscriptions, 
*^  Universal  SufTrage,"  '*  Annual 
Parliaments,"  &:c.  Their  numbers 
were  from  800  to  1,000,  mostly  la- 
bourers, and  all  armed  with  sticks 
and  bludgeons,  or  other  weapons. 
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Having  paraded  through  the  town 
to  the  market-place,  they  sur- 
rounded a  waggon  which  had  been 
provided  for  a  hustings,  and  which 
Vincent,  Roberts,  and  others  of 
their  leaders,  ascended.  They  had 
scarcely  done  so,  however,  before 
the  shouts  and  yells  of  execration, 
which  had  greeted  their  arrival  in 
the  town,  became  truly  deafening ; 
an  {jit tack  was  made  upon  the 
banners,  which  one  after  another 
were  torn  from  their  poles,  and 
this  being  resisted  on  the  part  of 
the  Chartists,  their  own  argument 
of  ''physical  force"  was  appealed 
to,  and  a  general  riot  ensued.  In 
the  outset  of  the  affair,  a  stone 
or  turf  struck  Vincent  on  the  chest, 
when  that  person  immediately 
jumped  down  from  the  waggon, 
and  made  a  hasty  retreat  to  a 
beer-house,  called  the  *'  Curriers* 
Arms,"  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
town.  The  riot  soon  after  became 
general ;  and  sticks  and  bludgeons 
were  used  with  the  utmost  free- 
dom, each  party  trying  to  dis- 
possess the  other  of  their  weapons. 
After  a  short  fight  the  Chartists 
were  completely  discomfited  and 
driven  out  of  the  market-place. 
The  populace  seized  the  waggon, 
and  having  decorated  it  with  a 
blue  banner,  marched  it  round  the 
place,  and  then  shattered  it  into 
small  fragments  in  a  surprisingly 
short  space  of  time.  They  then 
proceeded  to  the  house  where  Vin- 
cent and  his  companions  had  re- 
treated, and  from  the  windows 
were  attempting  to  address  the 
multitude.  The  noise,  was  such 
as  to  render  the  attempt  futile, 
and  some  fears  being  entertained 
that  the  house  would  be  attacked. 
Vincent  and  his  comrades  became 
alarmed  at  their  situation,  and  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  high  sheriff 
acquainting  him  of  their  danger. 
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and  requestlug  that  he  would 
send  the  military  to  escort  them 
out  of  the  town.  The  hi^h  sheriff 
did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  com- 
ply with  this  request,  but  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  the  spot,  where 
he  addressed  the  populace^  re- 
quiring them  to  preserve  the  peace, 
and  suffer  Vincent,  Roberts,  and 
their  companions  to  leave  Devizes 
without  molestation.  After  some 
time,  the  ferment  a  little  subsided, 
and  the  people  said,  if  Vincent 
and  his  companions  would  promise 
never  to  return  and  disturb  the 
town  again,  thev  should  leave 
Devizes.  Accordingly,  a  strong 
body  of  constables,  and  some  of 
the  leading  Conservatives,  con- 
ducted them  through  the  town. 
The  mob,  however,  was  furiously 
embittered  against  them — they 
attempted  to  get  hold  of  them, 
and,  but  for  the  courage  and  de- 
termination of  the  constables, 
would  have  probably  thrown  them 
into  the  canal.  Vincent's  courage 
completely  forsook  him  from  nearly 
the  outset.  He  begged  hard  for 
the  preservation  of  his  life;  and, 
as  during  his  progress  he  received 
three  or  four  blows  on  his  head 
and  twice  fainted,  a  Conservative 
gentleman  procured  a  gig,  and 
having  put  him  into  it,  drove 
him  out  of  the  town.  The  con- 
stable deemed  it  prudent  to  take 
Roberts  back  to  the  Bear-inn  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  an  escort 
of  the  lancers ;  but  he  spared  the 
soldiers  the  trouble,  by  making  his 
escape  across  the  fields  from  the 
back  of  the  premises.  Others  of 
the  party  also  escaped  from  the 
back  of  the  Curriers'  Arms ;  and 
it  being  known  at  about  seven 
o'clock  that  the  whole  of  the  party 
had  left  the  town,  the  mob  became 
appeased,  and  began  tq  disperse 
before  it  was  dark. 


MURDBB    OF    A    SoN     BY    A 

Father. — In  this  horrible  case  at 
Liverpool,  Charles  Miller,  aged 
torty-six,  was  tried  for  killing  his 
own  son,  William  Miller,  at 
Heaton  Norris>  in  the  same 
county. 

The  prisoner,  who  was  a  shoe- 
maker, resided  in  Love-lane,  Liver- 
pool. His  family  consisted  of  him- 
self, his  wife,  a  daughter,  and  the 
deceased.  Frequent  quarrels  took 
place  among  them,  and  on  those 
occasions  the  deceased  was  in  the 
habit  of  interfering  to  protect  his 
mother  from  the  violence  of  the 
prisoner.  On  the  evening  of  the 
occurrence,  the  prisoner  returned 
home  intoxicateol,  and  retired  to 
his  bed-room  accompanied  by  his 
wife.  High  words  took  place 
between  them.  The  daughter, 
alarmed  for  her  mother's  safety, 
went  to  the  house  of  a  neighbour 
at  a  short  distance,  where  she 
found  her  brother,  and  desired 
him  to  come  home,  as  the  pri. 
soner  was  beating  her  mother. 
The  son  did  so,  and  went  up  stairs 
to  the  bed-room.  At  the  nead  of 
the  stairs  was  a  room  which  was 
used  as  the  workshop  5  on  the  left 
side  was  the  door  leading  to  the 
bed-room ;  and  on  the  right,  im- 
mediately opposite,  was  another 
room,  also  used  by  the  prisoner  in 
the  waj  of  his  trade.  On  the  son 
going  into  the  bed-room,  his  father 
was  lying  on  the  bed,  and  the 
deceased  who  was,  it  appeared,  a 
person  of  very  violent  temper, 
struck  him  repeatedly,  and  knocked 
his  head  with  violence  against  the 
wall.  The  prisoner  called  out, 
"Will,  Will,  what's  to  do.?"  and, 
on  his  son  letting  him  go,  he  rose 
from  the  bed,  crossed  the  middle 
room,  and  passed  into  the  other, 
from  whence  he  returned  with  a 
sharp.pointed  knife,  such   as   is 
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used  in  hig  trade.  The  son  had 
followed  out  of  the  hed-room>  and 
met  him  near  the  middle  room  at 
the  top  of  the  stairs.  The  pri* 
soner  said  something  to  mm  wnich 
was  not  heard.  The  deceased  re- 
plied  with  an  oath,  ^^You  have 
been  shamming  ill  all  this  week^ 
and  now  you  are  kicking  up  your 
rows."  The  prisoner  said,  "If 
you  strike  me  again  Pll  stick  this 
into  thee."  He  immediately  struck 
the  deceased  with  the  knife  about 
the  region  of  the  heart.  The  de- 
ceased turned  rounds  sayings  "  Oh^ 
father^  you  have  done  my  job  this 
time/'  and  caught  at  the  wall  for 
support^  and  after  staggering  a 
few  paces  towards  the  bed-room 
door,  fell  on  his  face  dead.  A 
neighbour,  who  came  in  on  hear, 
ing  what  bad  been  done,  found  the 
prisoner  sitting  on  the  bed-side 
and  ill-treating  his  wife,  whom  he 
had  hold  of  by  the  throat.  On 
being  asked  if  he  was  not  ashamed 
of  what  he  had  done,  he  replied, 
*'I  have  served  him  right;  you 
would  have  done  the  same  if  he 
had  treated  you  as  he  treated  me." 
On  a  post  mortem  examination,  the 
knife  was  found  to  have  pene- 
trated the  heart. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
Guilty,  and  the  learned  judge, 
with  a  solemn  admonition,  sen- 
tenced him  to  be  transported  for 
15  years. 

2.  Trial  for  Murder,  at 
THE  Warwick  Assizes. — Abra« 
ham  Holyoake,  accused  of  the 
wilful  murder  of  Ann  Maria 
Evans,  by  drowning  her  in  the 
Birmingham  and  Coventry  Canal, 
in  the  month  of  October  last,  was 
tried  and  acquitted,  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet  observing  that  the  facts 
would  not  warrant  a  verdict 
against  the  prisoner.  From  all 
that  appeared,  the  prisoner  and 


the  deceased  were  much  attaehed 
to  each  other.  They  had  had  no 
quarrel,  nor  was  there  any  feeling 
of  jealousy  between  them.  It  was 
difficult,  therefore,  to  discover  any 
motive  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner 
to  lead  him  to  commit  sudi  an  act, 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  hardly 
fair  to  press  against  him  too 
strongly  the  fact  of  his  having 
given  a  confused  account  of  what 
had  occurred  at  a  time  when  he 
must  have  been  in  a  state  of  great 
agitation  and  even  of  bewilder- 
ment, owing  to  what  he  had  drunk, 
and  what  had  happened. 

2.  Church  Rate  Riot.  The 
Queen  v,  Barrett,  Edwards, 
Randall,  Spurr,  and  Ball. — 
This  action  was  tried  in  the  Crown 
Court,  Bodmin«  The  defendants 
were  dissenters  from  the  churchy 
and  carried  on  business  to  a  cob« 
siderable  extent  as  tradesmen  in 
the  town  of  Truro.  They  were 
charged  with  having,  on  the  8th 
of  May,  1838,  creal^  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  and  having  riotously 
prevented  one  William  James  Oke 
from  carrying  on  his  business  as 
an  auctioneer. 

It  would  appear  that  three  of 
the  defendants,  Barrett,  Edwards, 
and  Randall,  had  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time  refused  to  pay  their 
church  rates,  and  it  therefore  had 
become  necessary  to  make  a  dis- 
tress on  their  goods.  Conse* 
quently,  on  the  3d  of  May,  an 
officer  was  sent  to  their  houses, 
who  asked  them  to  point  out  such 
goods  as  might  be  taken  to  satisfy 
the  demand.  The  defendant  Ran- 
dall would  insist  upon  his  taking  a 
Bible,  the  other  defendants  gavq 
him  some  other  articles.  The  sale 
of  these  articles  was  then  an- 
nounced to  take  place  at  the  sale- 
room of  Oke,  upon  which  the 
following  handbill  was  published 

£  2 


52 


ANNUAL    REGISTER. 


[1839 


by  the  direction  of  Barrett  and 
Edwards,  and  with  the  sanction 
of  Randall :— i 

"  STATE  CHURCH  PROSECUTION. 

''  This  is  to  inform  the  public, 
that  the  summonses,  which  have 
been  so  frequently  served  on  us 
during  the  past  month  (21  in 
number),  have  this  day  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  by  the  dis- 
training of  our  property  to  a  very 
considerable  amount,  so  as  to  form 
a  complete  bazaar  of  plunder. 
The  prosecution  against  us  is 
instituted  by  Mr.  John  Ferris, 
currier  and  tanner,  and  Mr.  Wil-' 
liam  Warren,  attorney,  the  impar- 
tial churchwardens  for  this  town, 
no  doubt  through  the  instigation 
of  a  party  who  covet  their  neigh- 
bour's goods,  and  anything  that 
is  his.  The  mock  sale  will  take 
place  at  Mr.  Oke's  Pydar-street 
(he  being  once  a  rigid  Dissenter, 
now  a  Churchman ;  what  he  will 
be,  time  will  tell),  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  of  May  instant,  at  ten  o'clock 
precisely,  probably  that  the  church 
party  may  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  dividing  it  among  them- 
selves, as  has  been  generally 
practised  towards  the  Society  of 
Friends  for  three  centuries  past ; 
but  we  give  this  information  for 
the  satisfaction  of  our  friends,  and 
to  assure  those  persons  who  may 
be  disposed  to  become  possessed  of 
those  goods,  we  shall  notice  their 
part  also  in  this  religious  persecu- 
tion, b^  handing  down  their  names 
as  family  memorials  in  connexion 
with  this  religious  crusade  against 
us»  inflicted  because  we  deem  it 
right  to  be  Dissenters. 

'•'The  articles  are  very  appro- 
priate, viz. : — 

"  One  Bible,  three  japan  waiters, 
containing  good  likenesses  of  the 
Rjv.  John  Wesley,  and  three  ditto 
of  Mr.  Samuel   Drcw^  and   one 


with  a  church  in  the  centre^  and 
several  others  with  interesting  re- 
presentations, together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  linen  dra- 
|iery,  household  furniture,  &c. 

**  We  shallbe  in  attendance  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  strangers 
of  tne  particulars  and  articles  of 
sale. 

"  And  are  with   due    respect, 
fellow-townsmen,  yours  truly, 
'^  Richard  Barrett. 
"  Jacob  Corin  Edwards. 
"  Samuel  Randali«. 
''  Tniro,  May  3,  1838. 

''  G.  Clyma,  bookbinder,  music- 
seller,  &c..  No.  4,  Lemon^treet, 
Truro." 

On  the  same  day  the  fol]owiog 
advertisement  was  inserted  in  the 
West  Brilon  newspaper  by  Bar- 
rett : — 

(Advertisement.) 

''Taken  by  the  constable  of 
Truro,  this  day,  from  Richard 
Barrett,  London-bouse,  to  support 
Holy  Mother  Church,  and  to  pro- 
vide sacramental  wine  for  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  this  town, 
the  following  goods  to  pay 
IZ.  0^.  lOd,,  demanded  for  what 
the  churchwardens,  Mr.  Ferris  and 
Mr.  Warden,  called  church-rate* 
Due  notice  of  the  sale  will  be 
gifen  in  handbills." 

This  was  followed  by  a  list  of 
articles  and  their  prices,  the  total 
amount  being  "  6L  19*.  8^^." 

In  pursuance  of  these  notices  on 
the  morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  a 
bugle  was  sounded  to  call  together 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
they  proceeded  together  to  the 
shop  of  Oke,  headed  by  all  the 
defendants.  What  followed  may 
be  best  given  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Oke,  the  principle  witness  for  the 
prosecution, 

William  James  Oke  examined. 
—I  am  an  auctioneer  at  Truro. 
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Id  May  last^  I  was  employed  by  a 
constable  to  sell  some  goods ;  the 
usual  notice  of  the  sale  was  given 
by  handbills.  The  8th  of  May 
was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
sale.  On  that  mornings  Barrett, 
Randall^  and  Edwards,  came  to 
my  shop.  I  was  standing  on  a 
stool^  with  a  box  before  me  for  a 
desk.  In  less  than  ten  minutes  I 
was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
persons,  who  abused  me  for  under- 
taking the  sale.  They  said 
*'  How  can  you  sell  people's  goods 
to  support  a  d — d  b— y  church  }  " 
The  defendants  were  all  there  at 
the  time ;  they  hissed  and  hooted 
me,  and  abused  me  in  a  most  tre- 
mendous manner.  Randall,  Bar- 
rett, and  Edwards,  forced  them- 
selves over  my  counter.  They 
called  to  me  to  put  up  the  Bible. 
I  saidy  the  Bible  should  not  be 
sold.  The  constable  who  had 
made  the  seizure,  said,  "Mr. 
Randall,  you  know  you  forced  me 
to  take  the  Bible."  At  10  o'clock 
I  read  the  conditions  of  sale.  The 
moment  I  put  up  a  hat  there  was 
great  confusion.  Some  person 
bid  threepence  for  it.  Barrett 
said,  "  Who  is  that  offered  ?  show 
him  up,  show  him  up !"  I  knock* 
cd  down  the  lot  for  fourpence. 
They  called  the  purchaser  all  sorts 
of  names.  Barrett  said, ''  I  insist 
upon  the  hat  being  paid  for  before 
another  article  is  put  up."  I  said 
''  I  have  the  hat  in  my  postession, 
and  shall  be  answerable."  I  then 
put  up  a  waiter  It  was  knocked' 
down  to  Crocken.  I  asked  him 
for  the  money.  He  said  he  had 
handed  it  to  me,  but  I  did  not  get 
the  money.  The  uproar  was  tre- 
mendous at  that  time.  A  man 
called  Rowe  said,  "  Adjourn  Oke, 
for  six  months  ;  you'll  never  sell 
now."  I  called  to  Lawry,  a  con- 
9table|  wbQ  ^a^  present,  but  a 


voice  answered,  ''  He's  gone. " 
The  glass  in  my  window  was 
broken,  and  I  heard  the  shelves  in 
my  shop  breaking.  I  then  said, 
"  I  adjourn  this  sale  to  half-past 
two."  Barrett  said,  "  You  have 
no  power  to  adjourn  the  sale."  I 
said,  "  1  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility on  myself."  The  people 
groaned  and  laid  hold  of  me,  and 
tore  my  coat  in  pieces  ;  they 
pulled  me  dreadfully  about,  but  I 
escaped  into  the  kitchen.  I  called 
out  for  help,  and  some  friends  as- 
sisted me,  otherwise  I  have  no 
doubt  they  would  have  seriously  in- 
jured me.  The  mayor  afterwards 
came  near,  and  I  made  application 
to  him  for  assistance,  but  I  did 
not  receive  any*  The  people  then 
dispersed.  Great  mischief  was 
done  to  my  shop.  Shortly  before 
two  o'clock,  I  saw  Barrett  and 
Edwards  come  to  my  shop,  ac- 
companied by  other  persons,  they 
kicked  and  broke  open  the  door, 
Barrett's  leg  came  in ;  he  entered 
the  door  first  ;  the  mob  then 
rushed  up  to  the  counter.  I  said, 
"  You  can't  come  inside  the  coun- 
ter. "  Barrett,  Edwards,  and 
some  others  pushed  against  ■  the 
counter  and  forced  it  down.  I 
was  pushed  down.  I  escaped  over 
the  people's  backs,  but  I  scarcely 
know  how.  I  heard  some  one  cry 
out,  "  He's  gone."  I  then  went 
to  the  mayor  for  assistance,  and 
returned  to  my  house.  The 
mob  was  so  great,  that  I  could 
hardly  get  to  my  house.  I  went 
in  at  the  kitchen  door.  My  wife 
was  in  a  dreadful  terror.  A  man 
said,  ''  Oke  is  going  to  begin  the 
sale."  I  then  put  up  another  ar- 
ticle for  sale  ;  it  was  knocked 
down  to  Hugh  Smith,  but  the 
glass  was  being  broken,  and  there 
was  such  a  noise  that  X  could  not 
do  aoytbiog.    There  were  from 
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600  to  700  people  in  the  street. 
I  went  to  an  attorney,  and  re- 
turned and  went  upstairs,  and 
opened  t)ie  window,  and  mentioned 
Barrett's  goods,  and  said  I  should 
put  tliem  up  in  one  lot,  and  I 
knocked  them  down  to  a  gentle- 
man. I  afterwards  put  the  other 
things  up  in  the  same  manner, 
and  then  closed  the  window  and 
a  stone  was  immediately  thrown 
through  the  window  after  me. 
I  went  towards  the  stairs,  but 
was  afraid  to  go  down.  A  little 
after  that  the  mayor  came,  and 
looked  through  the  window.  I 
told  him  the  sale  was  over.  He 
asked  if  I  wanted  the  shop  cleared, 
and  he  directed  the  constables  to 
clear  the  shop,  which  they  did.  I 
was  protected  by  a  constable  into 
my  kitchen.  Barrett  then  came 
in,  and  asked  for  an  account  of  the 
sale.  I  told  him  that  I  could 
then  only  give  him  the  amount— 
namely,  21,  6s,  Ad.  Barrett  then 
went  to  the  door,  and  said,  **  Oke 
has  sold  20/.  worth  of  things  for 
2/.  6^.,  and  I  will  publish  him  in 
evrry  paper  in  England."  The 
mob  groaned  and  hooted,  and  the 
constables  nailed  up  the  doors. 
The  same  evening  a  band  of  music 
paraded  the  town,  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  people.  When 
t^ey  came  opposite  to  my  shop, 
they  threw  stones  at  it.  Before 
this  35  panes  of  glass  had  been 
broken  in  my  shop  window. 

From  the  cross-examination,  it 
appeared  that  Oke  had  formerly 
been  a  dissenter,  and  of  the  same 
sect  as  Randall  and  Barrett,  but 
had  quarrelled  with  some  of  the 
party,  and  become  a  churchman. 
One  of  the  defendants  (Edwards) 
was  a  minister  of  the  Bible  Ckris' 
Hans, 

The  above  account  was  con- 
firmed by  the  evidence  of  several 


other  persons  (some  of  them  dis- 
senters), who  also  deposed  to  the 
most  gross  epithets  applied  to  the 
church  bySpurr,  Barrett,  and  Ball. 

For  the  defence,  several  wit- 
nesses were  called,  who  said  they 
saw  no  breach  of  the  peace,  that 
the  crowd  were  in  perfect  good 
humour,  and  the  row,  such  as  it 
was,  only  kicked  up  by  a  few  boys. 
They  heard  no  threats  of  violence, 
nor  any  bad  language  used-- Bar- 
rett had  asked  the  people  to  be 
quiet. 

Mr.  Baron  Gurney  proceeded  to 
sum  up  the  case  to  the  jury.  In 
doing  so  he  observed  there  was  no 
doubt  that  if  persons  assembled  to 
the  number  of  three  or  more  in  a 
tumultuous  manner  to  the  terror  of 
the  people  if  the  object  was  lawful, 
but  to  carry  that  object  by  means 
of  force  or  terror,  that  would  con- 
stitute the  offence  of  riot ;  and  if 
the  evidence  they  had  heard  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecution,  or 
half  that  evidence  were  true,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  in- 
stance a  riot  had  been  committed. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  of  great 
importance  very  often  to  ascertain 
in  what  manner  the  parties  had 
assembled,  and  how  they  had  been 
collected  together,  in  order  to  de- 
termine what  their  intention  was, 
and  whether  any  little  excess  that 
might  have  occurred  was  the  re- 
sult of  momentary  excitement,  or 
a  premeditated  plan  ;  and  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
was  the  object  of  the  defendants 
that  the  placard  and  advertisement 
had  been  read.  Whether  the  de- 
fendants felt  any  regret  for  having 
published  them,  Mr.  Baron  Gur- 
ney said  he  did  not  know ;  cer- 
tainly nothing  in  this  case  had 
shown  that  they  did.  More  dis- 
graceful publications  he  had  never 
bad  the  misfortune  to  meet  with — 
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disgraceful  to  tliem  as  men,  but 
much  more  so  as  men  professing 
religion.  It  appeared  that  a  bible 
had  been  taken  from  Randall,  Mr. 
Randall  proferring  that  bible  evi- 
dently for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
odium.  That  any  man,  muen 
more  a  religionist,  and  still  more 
a  teacher  of  religion,  should  so  actj 
was  one  of  the  most  disgusting 
circumstances  which  during  a  long 
professional  life  he  had  ever  heard 
of.  The  learned  judge  having 
stated  the  chief  facts  given  by  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  said, 
that,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants, 
they  had  the  evidence  of  nine  or 
ten  persons^  most  of  whom  were  in 
or  out  of  the  house,  and  they  gave 
a  totally  difierent  version  of  the 
case.  They  said  there  was  no  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace.  What 
these  constables  might  consider  to 
be  a  disturbance  of  the  peace  he 
did  not  know,  but  this  should  be 
understood— that  negative  evi- 
dence was  not  equal  to  that  of 
positive  evidence.  Much  had  been 
said  of  these  men  having  acted 
from  scruples  of  conscience,  and 
their  conduct  had  been  compared 
to  that  of  the  quakers ;  but  he 
would  tcil  them  that  if  they  had 
followed  the  conduct  of  the  qua- 
kers, all  would  have  been  well, 
for  there  had  never  been  an  in- 
stance of  that  body  inciting  parties 
to  acts  of  disorder,  and,  til!  within 
the  last  ten  years,  no  man  living 
had  ever  heard  of  '' conscientious 
scruples'*  upon  this  particular 
subject  from  any  class  of  dissent- 
ers, nor  until  questions  of  con- 
science had  been  mixed  with 
political  feeling.  He  respected 
the  rights  of  dissenters — no  man 
more  so ;  but  he  felt  great  distress 
when  he  heard  conscience  prosti- 
tuted by  an  admixture  of  political 
feeling.     If  »  man  purcLused  » 


house,  he  gave  a  price  subject  to 
all  burdens  upon  it,  and  he  calcu- 
lated th^^t  he  should  have  to  pay 
certain  rates  and  certain  taxes,  and 
in  proportion  to  those  so  had  he  es- 
timated its  value.  The  learned 
baron  said  he  had  never  heard  that 
any  one  of  these  persons  had  paid 
over  to  his  landlord  any  sum  he 
might,  have  saved  in  consequence 
of  the  reduction  of  any  tax>  and 
until  any  man  had  done  that,  the 
less  he  said  about  his  conscience 
the  better.  The  church- rate  was 
an  ancient  rate  payable  by  law. 
It  was  the  duty  of  all  men  to  pay 
it,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  all  men  to 
submit  to  the  law.  But  to  endea- 
vour to  render  the  law  odious  by 
acts  of  violence  was  a  crime  pun- 
ishable in  itself^  and  if  carried  on 
in  the  way  this  had  been,  it  be* 
came  of  serious  importance. 

The  jury  having  delivered  the 
verdict  of  guillv  against  all  the  de- 
fendants, Mr.  Baron  Gurney  pro- 
ceeded to  pass  sentence  upon  them . 
He  observed  that  the  conduct  of 
three  of  the  defendants  distin- 
guished their  cases  from  the  other 
two,  dnd  he  should  therefore  dis- 
tinguish their  cases  in  the  punish- 
ment. Barrett,  Edwards,  and 
Randall,  were  consequently  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  one  month 
and  pay  a  fine  of  25/. ',  and  Spurr 
and  Ball  to  be  imprisoned  one 
month :  all  were  to  enter  into  re- 
cognizances for  their  good  beha- 
viour for  three  years,  in  100/.,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  until  the  fine 
should  be  paid,  and  the  recogni- 
zances entered  into.  It. should 
be  observed  that  Baron  Gurney  is 
understood  himself  to  be  adissenter. 

3.  Rowing  Match  on  the 
Thames.— A  rowing-match,  be- 
tweeng  entlemen  of  the  Universi- 
sitiea  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
<f  came  off*'   on  Wednesday^  in 
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great  style.  The  number  of 
spectators  who  lined  the  sides  of 
the  Thames^  and  covered  the 
bridges  from  Westminster  to  Put- 
ney— the  distance  agreed  on  for 
the  match — was  very  numerous« 
though  the  wind  blew  coldly  from 
the  North-east.  The  Cambridge 
gentlemen  were  victorious ;  show- 
ing their  superiority  both  in  vigour 
and  rapidity  of  stroke.  The  dis- 
tance was  performed  in  thirty-one 
minutes.  There  were  eight  row- 
ers in  each  boat. 

—  Pemberton  v.  Hamilton. 
*— In  the  Under-sheriffs  Court, 
a  jury  gave  500/.  damages 
against  a  Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr. 
Pemberton,  whose  wife  the  former 
had  seduced.  Mr.  Pemberton  was 
a  solicitor  of  large  practice ;  Mr. 
Hamilton  was  his  articled  clerk^ 
and  only  twenty  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Pemberton  was  described  as 
very  "lively."  She  was  about 
forty  years  old,  and  the  mother  of 
nine  children. 

The  most  remarkable  circum- 
stance, perhaps^  in  the  case,  was 
the  manner  in  which  the  lady*s 
misconduct  was  discovered  by  her 
husband,  who  before  had  not  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  it. — She  had 
suffered  a  desk  to  lie  open  on  the 
table  containing  letters,  which  of 
themselves  afforded  decisive  proofs 
of  her  guilt. 

9.  Extraordinary  Case  of 
Manslaughter.— A  case  of  a  most 
unusual  nature  was  tried  at  the 
Norwich  Assizes.  Henry  Gather- 
cole,  the  prisoner,  had  thrown 
himself  into  the  Hundred-foot  ri- 
ver, whereupon  the  deceased, 
Thomas  Vincent,  jumped  in  after 
him,  in  order  to  endeavour  to  save 
him ;  and  after  struggling  toge- 
ther for  some  time,  tlie  prisoner 
succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the 
water,  but  the  deceased  sank  to 


rise  no  more.  The  prisoner  al- 
most directly  afterwards  threw 
himself  again  into  the  water*  but 
was  again  rescued  from  a  watery 
grave  by  one  Hammond,  whose 
humane  bravery  was  not  rewarded 
by  the  loss  of  his  own  life,  as  that 
of  poor  Vincent  was.  These  were 
all  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan  observed, 
that  the  real  question  in  this  sin- 
gular case  was,  whether  the  pri- 
soner, at  the  time  he  attempted  to 
destroy  himself,  was  in  a  sound 
state  of  mind,  capable  of  distin- 
guishing right  from  wrong.  If  he 
was,  and  he  had  succeeded  in  de- 
stroying himself,  he  would  have 
been  a  folo  de  se,  and  if  the  de- 
ceased, in  his  attempt  to  rescue 
the  prisoner  from  drowning  lost 
his  own  life  in  the  struggle  which 
ensued,  the  prisoner,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  was  guilty  of  manslaugh- 
ter  at  the  least ;  he  was  strongly 
inclined  to  think  he  was  liable  to 
be  indicted  for  murder.  If,  there- 
fore, the  jury  should  be  satisfied 
that  the  prisoner  was  in  such  a 
state  of  mind  as  rendered  him  re- 
sponsible for  his  own  acts  at  the 
time  of  this  attempt  to  drown 
himself,  and  if  the  deceased  in  his 
attempt  to  rescue  him  had  lost  his 
own  life  in  the  manner  stated,  he 
was  guilty  of  the  offence  imputed 
to  him  by  the  present  indictment. 

Mr.  Johnson^  a  surgeon,  was 
then  examined,  and  stated  that  he 
was  called  in  to  attend  the  pri- 
soner after  being  taken  out  of  the 
water,  and  that  he  asked  him 
what  induced  him  to  make  this 
attempt  on  his  life  ?  The  prisoner 
answered  that  ''  he  was  tempted 
by  the  Devil  or  some  evil  spirit, 
and  that  when  he  saw  the  boy 
Vincent  coming  upon  the  bank,  he 
thought  he  should  be  interrupted, 
and  jumped  into  therirer  in  hopes 
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of  beiog  drowned  before  the  boy 
got  up."  He  added  that  the  boy 
jumped  in  after  him  to  pull  him 
out,  and  after  struggling  violently 
for  some  time,  "  he  got  out  of  the 
water,  leaving  the  boy  under  it." 
He  also  said  he  had  tried  to  do 
away  with  himself  at  an  earlier 
hour  that  morning,  but  that  just 
as  he  was  going  to-  jump  in  some 
invisible  spirit  pulled  him  back. 
The  surgeon  deposed  that  the  pri- 
soner was  labouring  under  an  ab« 
erration  of  mind,  and  incapable  of 
knowing  right  from  wrong. 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan  having 
explained  the  law  to  the  jury, 
they  acquitted  the  prisoner  on  the 
ground  of  insanity,  and  he  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken  care  of  until  her 
Majesty's  pleasure  could  be  known. 

12.  Attempt  to  Murder  by 
Poison. — At  the  Norfolk  Assizes, 
Charles  Daynes  was  found  guilty 
of  having  administered  arsenic  to 
his  wife,  Hannah  Daynes,  on  the 
11th  of  March  previous,  with  in- 
tent to  murder  her. 

The  prisoner  had  been  tried  the 
day  before  for  the  murder  of  his 
child,  but  as  noevidence  was  given 
of  any  motive  on  his  part  to  com- 
mit a  deed  so  diabolical,  the  jury 
acquitted  him.  His  wife  partook 
of  the  tea  into  which  he  was  sup- 
posed to  have  put  the  poison  which 
killed  the  child,  but  by  great  care 
and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  medi- 
cal men,  her  life  was  preserved. 
By  the  rules  of  law,  his  wife  was 
not  a  competent  witness  against 
him  upon  the  first  charge,  but 
upon  the  presentindictment, which 
was  for  an  oifence  against  herself, 
her  evidence  was  received. 

It  was  shown,  that  on  the  11th. 
of  March,  the  village  of  Hempnell, 
near  Long  Stratton,  Suffolk,  in 
which  the  prisoner  lived,  was 
thrown  into  consternatioa  by  a 


report  that  his  family  and  a  neigh- 
bour named  Mills,  had  been  poi- 
soned. His  wife  ran  to  the  house 
of  a  friend  and  gave  the  alarm, 
but  was  herself  t^en  so  seriously 
unwell,  that  she  could  not  walk 
back  to  her  home  without  assist- 
ance. The  neighbours  flocked  to 
the  house,  when  the  prisoner*s 
wife,  his  two  younger  children, 
and  Mrs.  Mills,  were  all  discovered 
lying  on  the  floor,  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  sickness  and  agony,  com- 
plaining of  burning  heat  in  the 
stomach  and  throat,  and  the  seve- 
rest pains  in  the  body.  The  pri- 
soner came  upon  being  sent  for, 
and  after  procuring  and  adminis- 
tering to  the  invalids  some  castor 
oil  and  antimonial  wine,he  inquired 
on  what  they  had  been  breakfast- 
ing, and  being  told  that  his  wife 
had  taken  some  tea,  he  took  the 
kettle  off  the  fire  and  threw  out 
the  water  that  was  in  it,  rinsed  it, 
and  refilled  it.  He  was  then 
about  to  throw  away  the  sopped 
bread  on  which  his  children  had 
breakfasted,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  persons  who  were  standing  by. 
The  village  doctor  came  about 
noon,  but,  notwithstanding  all  his 
skill  and  exertions,  Mrs.  Mills  and 
the  prisoner's  youngest  child 
breathed  their  last  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  dying  in  the  greatest 
pain.  Upon  an  analysis  of  ftie  tea 
which  remained  in  the  cups  out  of 
which  the  prisoner's  wife  and  Mrs. 
Mills  had  drunk,  and  of  the  sop  on 
which  his  children  had  breakfasted, 
they  were  found  to  contain  a  con. 
siderable  quantity  of  arsenic ;  and 
the  same  poison  was  found  adhering 
to  the  side  of  the  kettle  in  which 
the  water  was  boiled  from  which 
the  tea  had  been  made.  It  ap- 
peared upon  inquiry,  that  the  pri- 
soner had  got  up  before  the  rest 
of  his  family  on  that  morning, 
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and>  having  made  the  fire,  had 
filled  the  kettle  from  a  pail  which 
stood  ID  the  hack-house^  aud  placed 
it  upon  the  fire.  Just  as  he  had  done 
this  his  wife  and  son  came  down 
stairs,  and  he  and  the  latter  put 
their  day's  provision  into  a  bag, 
and  went  out  to  their  labour. 
Before  he  left  the  house  the  son 
drank  some  water  from  the  same 
pail  from  which  the  kettle  had 
been  filled,  and  felt  no  ill  effects 
whatsoever.  It  appeared  clear, 
therefore,  that  the  family  had  been 
poisoned  in  consequence  of  arsenic 
having  been  put  into  the  tea-ket- 
tle. The  prisoner  was  shown  to 
have  applied  at  a  shop  a  few  weeks 
before  this  tragical  event  occurred 
for  some  arsenic,  but  being  told 
that  he  could  not  have  it  without 
a  witness,  he  declined  to  purchase 
any,  and  instead  bought  some  nux 
vomica. 

The  motive  for  his  committing 
this  dreadful  act  was  thus  shown  : 
— He  had  formed  a  criminal  con- 
nexion with  a  widow  of  the  name 
of  Ann  Lloyd,  and  wished  to  get 
rid  of  his  wife,  in  order  that  he 
might  marry  her.  This  woman 
was  also  examined  on  the  second 
dav's  trial,  and  it  appeared  by  her 
evidence,  that  at  Whitsuntide, 
1837,  the  prisoner  was  engaged 
upon  some  work  at  the  village  of 
Keswi^.  In  consequence  of  the  dis- 
tance from  his  own  home,  he  lodged 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Lloyd's  bro- 
ther, in  which  she  also  lived.  An 
intimacy  sprang  up  between  him 
and  Mrs.  Lloyd,  which  ended  in  a 
criminal  connexion  between  them. 
He  told  her  he  was  a  married  man, 
but  added,  that  his  wife  was  an 
afflicted  woman>  and  he  thought 
she  could  not  live  long—  not  above 
two  months.  He  also  told  her, 
that  ^'  if  his  wife  was  to  die  he 
should  much  like  to  have  her/' 


and  requested  her  to  "  keep  herself 
single  for  three  years."  After 
some  time,  Mrs.  Lloyd's  brother, 
in  consequence  of  Daynes's  conduct 
towards  her^  and  the  rumours  in 
Keswick,  requested  him  to  leave 
his  house.  About  Michaelmas, 
1838,  this  woman  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  another  man,  and 
from  that  time  she  **  had  shunned 
the  prisoner's  company  all  she  ever 
could."  Six  weeks  before  the 
tragical  occurrence  in  question,  she 
saw  the  prisoner  at  Tasburgh 
church,  and  after  some  general 
conversation,  he  told  her  "  his 
wife  was  very  unwell,  and  he 
thought  she  could  not  live  through 
the  winter:"  this  was  the  last 
time  she  met  the  prisoner. 

This  witness  when  cross  ex. 
amined  admitted  bavins  falsely 
denied  upon  oalh  before  tne  coro- 
ner that  any  criminal  intercourse 
had  taken  place  between  her  and 
the  prisoner. 

Hannah  Daynes,  the  unfortu- 
nate wife  of  the  prisoner,  was  ex- 
amined. She  appeared  to  be  still 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the 
poison  she  had  taken,  and  was 
much  agitated  at  his  dreadful  si. 
tuation.  After  statins  that  on  the 
evening  previous  to  this  occurrence 
she  and  her  family  drank  tea  made 
with  water  boiled  in  the  kettle 
which  was  used  on  the  morning 
in  question,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  deleterious  in  the  kettle 
or  the  water  on  that  evening,  she 
gave  an  account  of  the  effect  upon 
their  domestic  peace  produced  by 
the  prisoner's  unfortunate  connec- 
tion with  Ann  Lloyd :  she  said, 
'^  she  had  had  many  words  with  him 
about  her,  and  he  did  not  behave 
so  kindly  to  her  as  he  had  done 
before  he  knew  her,"  On  one 
occasion,  when  the  woman  came 
to  the  prisoner's  bouse  to  see  bim« 
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tliey  had  some  private  conversation 
together,  apart  from  the  wife,  who 
at  length  asked  him  "  what  secrets 
they  could  have  that  his  lawful 
wife  might  not  hear?"  No  an- 
swer was  made  to  this  question^ 
but  the  prisoner  seemed  desirous 
of  going  out;  the  woman,  how- 
ever, hesitated,  upon  which  the 
wife  told  her  to  go,  **  otherwise 
she  (the  wife)  should  hear  of  it  for 
a  week."  They  made  no  answer 
to  this,  but  went  and  remained 
out  together  for  some  time.  This 
was  between  Michaelmas  and 
Christmas,  and  was  the  last  time 
on  which  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  at  the 
house  of  the  prisoner.  Upon  a 
previous  occasion,  just  before  the 
harvest,  the  prisoner,  his  wife,  and 
Ann  Lloyd  were  working  toge- 
ther in  a  field.  At  that  time  the 
wife  was  not  fully  persuaded  of 
his  illicit  connexion  with  Ann 
Lloyd.  She  had,  however,  a  very 
strong  suspicion  upon  the  subject, 
and  she  accordingly  told  her  '*  she 
was  very,  very  unhappy  with  her 
husband,  and  she  could  not  think 
it  could  be  owing  to  anybody  but 
her;  and  if  he  went  on  so,  she 
would  have  to  leave  him  and  go 
into  the  workhouse/*  Ann  Lloyd 
having  by  this  time  formed  her 
new  connexion  with  Fawkes,  she 
was  rather  desirous  of  getting  rid 
of  the  prisoner.  Upon  his  wife, 
therefore,  making  this  complaint, 
Ann  Lloyd  turned  to  him  and 
said,  "  She  could  not  think  how 
he  could  do  so,  as  he  could  not 
have  the  love  for  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily that  he  ought  to  have;  he 
should  think  of  them,  and  not  of 
her."  He  coolly  replied  **  he  could 
not  help  it,"  and  left  them  and 
continued  his  work  in  a  different 
part  of  the  field. 

The  evidence  of  these  two  wo- 
men formed  the  great  and  impor- 


tant addition  to  the  proofs  ad- 
duced on  the  former  trial. 

The  sentence  of  death  passed  on 
the  prisoner  was  carried  into  exe- 
cution at  Bury,  on  the  27th  of 
this  month,  Daynes  having  previ- 
ously made  the  amplest  confession 
of  his  giiilt.  It  appeared  that  he 
hud  meditated  this  appalling  mur- 
der for  many  months,  and  that  he 
had  twice  before  endeavoured,  in- 
effectually, to  effect  his  deadly 
purpose. 

13.  Case  of  Riot. — At  the 
same  assizes  John  Larner  and 
eighty -one  other  persons  were 
arraigned  upon  an  indictment, 
which  charged  them  with  feloni- 
ously remaining  assembled  in  a 
state  of  tumult  for  one  hour  after 
.the  Riot  Act  had  been  read. 

This  proceeding  arose  out  of  a 
claim  made  by  Larner  to  some 
estates  in  the  county  of  Norfolk 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jermy,  the  re- 
corder of  Norwich.  Larner  and 
his  eighty-one  fellow-prisoners 
riotously  assembled  upon  the  estate 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1838, 
and  the  magistrates  attended  and 
read  the  Riot  Act,  and  ultimately 
all  the  prisoners  were  captured. 

They  pleaded  guilty  to  an  in- 
dictment charging  them  simply 
with  the  riot.  Larner  and  one 
other  of  the  prisoners  received 
sentence  of  three  months  impri- 
sonment, nine  others  of  two 
months,  and  the  remaining  se- 
venty-one of  one  week. 

—  Charge  of  Murder  — 
Brighton. — A  man  named  John- 
son was  committed  to  Lewes  gaol 
charged  with  the  murder  of  his 
wife,  who  was  found  the  same 
morning  lying  dead  in  her  bed 
with  her  throat  cut  in  a  dreadful 
manner.  Johnson  lived  at  No.  80, 
Nottingham -street,  one  of  the  most 
notorious  parts  of  the  town,  and 
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kept  a  lodging-house  for  tramps. 
For  more  than  a  week  the  deceased 
had  been  constantly  drunk,  and^ 
it  was  said,  had  frequently  threat- 
ened to  make  off  with  herself.  The 
Johnsons  were  usually  vevy  early 
risers,  but  on  Sunday  morning  the 
neighbours  were  surprised  to  find 
the  house  locked,  and  although 
they  tried  the  door  could  get  no 
reply  from  within.  An  old  wo- 
man name  I  Donnersly  told  them 
that  she  had  met  Johnson  in  the 
street,  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock,  and  he  had  informed  her 
he  was  going  to  Worthing,  about 
twelve  miles  off,  to  carry  his  son 
some  clothes.  A  ladder  was  pro- 
cured, and  a  man  got  into  the 
house  through  the  upper  window, 
and  found  Mrs.  Johnson  dead  in 
bed  with  her  throat  cut.  She  was 
lying  on  her  right  side,  as  though 
asileep,  and  her  face  was  com- 
pletely covered  by  the  blanket  and 
counterpane,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  loosely  thrown  over  her  head. 
A  clean  razor,  and  shut,  was  found 
upon  the  bed ;  and  upon  the  top 
of  the  bureau  bedstead  was  found 
another  razor  also  shut.  This  razor 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been 
very  recently  wiped,  but  there  was 
blood  on  the  inside  of  the  handle, 
and  the  blade  appeared  to  have 
come  in  contact  with  it  when 
closed.  The  shutter  of  the  bed 
was  off  its  hinges,  and  leaning 
against  the  side  of  the  bed,  so  as 
to  conceal  the  body  from  view  if 
any  one  looked  through  the  win- 
dow. This  board  was  marked  with 
blood  on  both  sides  near  the  top, 
as  though  some  blood-stained  hand 
had  taken  hold  of  it ;  and  the  de. 
ceascd's  cloak  was  found  hanging 
across  this  shutter  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  have  covered  one  of  these 
stains,  thereby  proving  that  the 
cloak  was  thrown  across  it  after 


the  stain  was  made.  An  officer 
immediately  set  off  for  Worthing, 
and  there  found  the  husband  of 
deceased,  in  bed  and  asleep  at  a 
beer  shop.  Prisoner  had  the  key 
of  his  house-door  in  his  pocket, 
and  there  were  two  marks  of  blood 
on  his  shirt-sleeve.  When  ques- 
tioned by  the  officer,  he  said  be 
left  his  wife  at  home  in  good  health, 
but  had  locked  her  up  till  his  re- 
turn in  the  evening,  that  she  might 
not  go  to  the  public-house.  He 
was  then  informed  that  she  had 
been  found  with  her  throat  cut. 
Prisoner  manifested  not  the  least 
surprise,  but  said  she  had  fre- 
quently attempted  to  make  off 
with  herself.  When  before  the  jury 
he  repeated  the  same  statement. 

—  Affray  with  Poachers. — 
William  Page,  Samuel  Page,  sons 
of  a  farmer  in  good  circumstances, 
and  William  Allday,  were  tried  at 
the  Norfolk  assizes  for  shooting 
Daniel  Harpley,  with  intent  to 
murder  him. 

The  prosecutor  was  principal 
gamekeeper  to  Colonel  Say,  the 
possessor  of  some  estates  in  the 
parish  of  Crimplesham,  where  also 
the  prisoner  resided.  On  the  night 
of  the  1st  of  November  the  prose- 
cutor, his  brother  William,  and  six 
assistants,  were  out  watching  the 
pheasant  covers  of  Colonel  Say, 
and,  hearing  some  shots  fired  m 
Thom-wood,  they  made  for  that 
place,  and  on  arriving  at  it  they 
saw  the  prisoners  in  the  act  of 
leaving  the  wood,  the  Pages  being 
each  armed  with  a  double-barrelled 
gun,  and  Allday  with  a  bludgeon, 
and  carrying  a  game-bag.  The 
keepers  separated  into  two  parties 
for  the  purpose  of  surrounding  the 
prisoners.  Harpley,  his  brother, 
and  two  others,  went  down  the 
side  of  the  hedge  and  met  them, 
but  they  were  no  sooner  seen  by 
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the  poachers  than  the  latter  stop- 
ped, and  Allday  called  out  to  his 
companions,  "  Shoot,  fire  !*'  The 
two  Pages  instantly  levelled  their 
guns,  and  William  Page  fired  oflT 
both  barrels,  wounding  the  prose- 
cutor, his  brother  (very  severely), 
and  another  of  the  keepers.  Sa- 
muel Page  also  pulled  the  trigger 
of  one  of  his  barrels,  but  the  per- 
cussion cap  cracked  and  the  gun 
did  not  fire ;  it  appeared  afterwards 
that  the  lock  of  his  second  barrel 
was  broken,  but  both  barrels  were 
loaded.  William  Harpley  was  des- 
perately wounded  and  was  unable 
to  rise ;  his  trousers  on  one  thigh 
were  cut  nearly  in  two,  and  he 
was  many  weeks  before  he  re- 
covered. Some  of  the  shots  passed 
through  the  thigh  of  Daniel 
Harpley,  and  he  was  confined  to 
his  be(i  for  a  long  time.  Seeing 
his  brother  thus  severely  wounded, 
Daniel  Harpley,  wounded  as  he 
was  himself,  ran  up  to  William 
Page,  and,  parrying  a  blow  which 
that  person  aimed  at  him  with  his 
gun^  he  in  his  turn  felled  Page  by 
a  blow  on  his  head  with  a  rabbit 
spade,  which  inflicted  so  severe  an 
injury  as  to  confine  him  to  his  bed 
for  many  weeks,  during  part  of 
which  time  he  laboured  under  a 
concussion  of  the  brain.  He  was 
thus  secured,  and  the  other  pri- 
soners being  also  taken,  both  par- 
ties alike  wounded  and  su0ering, 
walked  or  were  carried  off  the  field. 

When  these  facts  had  been 
proved,  the  prisoners  begged  to 
withdraw  their  plea  and  plead 
guilty,  which  was  granted,  and 
they  pleaded  guilty  accordingly. 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan  said  he 
had  very  serious  doubts  whether, 
consistently  with  his  duty  to  the 
public  and  the  public  safety,  he 
could  spare  the  lives  of  the  pri- 
soners.     After  an  experience  of 


half  a  century  passed  in  courts  of 
justice,  he  could  truly  say  that  he 
had  never  heard  of  a  more  cruel, 
unprovoked,  and  cowardly  attack 
than  the  prisoners  had  made  upon 
the  prosecutor  and  his  assistants, 
persons  who  were  themselves  armed 
with  no  deadly  weapons;  and  it 
was  owing  to  Providence  only, 
and  not  to  any  mercy  shown  by  , 
them,  that  the  prosecutor  and  his 
companions  were  alive  to  give  an 
account  of  a  transaction  which  was 
a  disgrace  to  human  nature.  His 
lordship  directed  that  sentence  of 
death  should  be  recorded  against 
the  prisoners,  telling  them  at  the 
same  time  that  if  their  lives  were 
spared,  it  would  only  be  jjone  upon 
the  condition  of  their  leaving  the 
country  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

—  Trial  for  Manslaughter. 
-—The  trial  of  Francis  Hastings 
Medhurst  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Joseph  Alsop,  at  the  school  of 
the  rev.  Mr.  Sturmer,  at  Hayes^ 
in  Middlesex,  came  on  in  the  Cen- 
tral Criminal  Court,  and  excited 
great  interest.  The  court  and 
avenues  leading  to  it  were  crowded 
at  an  early  hour  by  persons  of  all 
ranks,  who  appeared  very  anxious 
to  witness  the  proceedings. 

The  prisoner  was  charged  on  the 
finding  of  the  coroner's  jury  with 
the  wilful  murder  of  the  deceased 
Joseph  Alsop,  and  he  was  further 
charged  upon  the  finding  of  the 
grand  jury  with  the  manslaughter 
of  the  deceased. 

The  attorney-general  having 
stated  the  case,  proceeded  to  call 
witnesses — the  principal  part  of 
their  evidence  we  insert  as  it  was 
given. 

Edward  William  Bunny.— I  was 
a  pupil  in  the  establishment  of  the 
rev.  Mr.  Sturmer,  and  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  deceased^  who 
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was  also  a  pupil  there.  On  Satur- 
day morning,  the  9th  of  March, 
Mr.  Dallison,  another  pupil,  was 
about  to  quit  the  house,  and  the 
deceased  and  I  took  leave  of  him 
in  the  hall.  The  prisoner  passed 
us,  but  did  not  speak.  A  few 
minutes  after  Mr.  Dallison  left 
the  house,  Mr.  Sturmer,  the  de- 
ceased, and  I  were  in  the  dining- 
room,  and  I  was  in  the  act  of 
stooping  to  get  a  book  from  a  lower 
shelf  in  the  book-case,  when  the 
prisoner  came  in,  and  I  heard  liim 
say  to  Mr.  Sturmer,  "  See  what 
that  blackguard  has  done  who  has 
just  left  your  house;  he  has 
broken  the  glass  of  my  watch," 
upon  which  Mr.  Sturmer  replied, 
"  1  wonder  you  have  not  knocked 
him  down  before."  The  prisoner 
then  made  some  further  observa- 
tion with  regard  to  Dallison,  when 
the  deceased  said  '^You  are  a 
liar."  The  prisoner  at  the  time 
had  a  large  stick  in  his  hand, 
with  which  he  immediately  ad« 
vanced,  and  struck  the  deceased 
two  or  three  severe  blows.  A 
scuffle  then  took  place  between 
them,  and  the  deceased  having 
succeeded  in  wresting  the  stick 
from  the  prisoner,  struck  the  latter 
with  it,  and  they  then  separated 
about  a  distance  of  eight  feet  from 
each  other.  The  deceased,  who 
held  the  stick  upraised  in  both  his 
hands,  was  advancing  to  strike  the 
prisoner^  when  the  latter  drew  his 
knife  from  his  pocket,  and,  making 
one  step  forward  to  meet  the  de- 
ceased, stabbed.  I  saw  the"  pri- 
soner draw  the  knife  from  his 
pocket  with  the  left  hand,  and 
heard  the  snap  of  the  spring  as  he 
opened  it  with  both  hands.  The 
deceased  immediately  placed  his 
hands  upon  his  side,  and  ex- 
claimed, ''He  has  stabbed  mel" 
and  he  then  went  down  on  both 


his  knees  close  to  the  mantelpiece. 
Before  the  blow  was  struck  the  de- 
ceased was  nearer  the  door  than 
the  prisoner.  The  door  \^as 
opened,  and  seeing  the  deceased 
fall,  I  ran  out  of  the  room  and 
went  after  Dallison,  and  as  I  left 
the  room  I  saw  Mr.  Sturmer  out- 
side, but  I  said  nothing  to  him. 
There  had  been  a  coolness  be- 
tween the  prisoner  and  the  de« 
ceased  about  some  trifling  matter 
which  took  place  on  the  previous 
Sunday.  The  deceased  and  Dal- 
lison were  on  intimate  terms.  I 
know  the  knife  produced,  and  re- 
member seeing  it  in  the  prisoner's 
possession  during  the  whole  of  the 
previous  quarter,  and  before  the 
deceased  came  to  the  school,  which 
was  about  three  weeks  prior  to  the 
event.  The  deceased  was  stouter 
and  stronger  than  the  prisoner. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Stunner's  evidence 
confirmed  that  of  Mr.  Bunny.  He 
denied,  however,  that  he  made  any 
remark  to  Medhurst^  on  his  shew- 
ing him  the  watch.  He  said, 
'*  Medhurst  had  been  in  my  esta- 
blisliment  for  two  years  and  about 
two  months  ^  but  for  the  last  half 
year  he  was  more  as  a  boarder  than 
a  pupil.  The  pupils  had  not 
spoken  to  the  prisoner  for  a  week 
before.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
say  what  had  occasioned  the  cool- 
ness, but  the  deceased  had  once 
before  exhibited  a  similar  feeling 
towards  Mr.  Medhurst.  But  I 
did  not  see  the  result  of  the  quar- 
rel, as  I  left  the  room  immediately. 
I  did  not  interfere  to  prevent  it, 
nor  did  I  say  anything  before  I 
left  the  room.  After  an  absence 
of  about  two  minutes,  I  was  re- 
turning to  the  room,  when  I  met 
the  prisoner  coming  out.  He 
looked  pale  and  ghastly,  and  I  dis- 
tinctly heard  him  niutter  to  him- 
self, "  Good  God !   what  have  I 
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done?"  or  some  such  expression 
of  horror.  I  thought  at  first  that 
it  was  he  who  had  been  hurt^  but 
on  entering  the  room  I  found  the 
deceased  bleeding  on  the  floor.  I 
immediately  ordered  a  surgeon  to 
be  sent  for^  and  on  my  return  I 
found  that  Mr.  Alsop  had  gone 
up  stairs  assisted,  as  I  was  in- 
formed, by  the  prisoner.  On  my 
going  to  the  bed-room  I  found 
the  deceased  lying  across  the  bed 
on  his  back,  and  the  prisoner  was 
in  the  act  of  stooping  over  him 
holding  his  hands  on  the  wound 
to  stop  it.  Mr.  Chad  wick,  the 
surgeon,  came  soon  after.  The 
deceased  was  an  orphan  under  the 
guardianship  of  his  aunt,  who  had 
placed  him  under  my  care.  After 
Mr.  Chadwick  had  been  with  him, 
the  deceased  was  desirous  of  seeing 
his  aunt,  but  believing  from  what 
I  had  heard  that  the  wound  was 
slight,  I  suggested  that  it  would 
be  better  to  wait  until  the  next 
day.  The  deceased,  however,  was 
extremely  anxious  that  his  aunt 
should  be  sent  for,  and  some  ques- 
tion having  arisen  about  the  dis- 
tance and  the  expense  of  sending 
so  far,  the  prisoner  at  once  said, 
**  Do  not  mind  the  expense  of  an 
express,  I  will  pay  for  it."  When 
I  proposed  to  Mr.  Alsop  that  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  until  the 
morning  before  he  sent  for  his 
aunt,  observing  that  the  wound 
vras  only  a  scratch,  he  shook  his 
head,  and  said  he  should  not  be 
alive  on  the  next  day ;  and  then 
he  turned  to  the  prisoner,  their 
hands  being  clasped  together,  and 
said,  "  We  were  both  wrong,  and 
I  forgive  you."  I  sent  an  express 
off  for  Mr.  Alsop's  aunt,  who  ar- 
rived at  the  house  the  same  even- 
ing. The  deceased  died  on  the 
following  Thursday,  at  twelve 
o'clock.     On  the  previous  day  I 


asked  [the  prisoner  for  the  knife, 
and  he  immediately  delivered  it 
up  to  Mr.  Patten,  one  of  the  sur- 
geons. 1  was  awHie  that  the  pri- 
soner had  had  the  knife  in  his 
possession,  as  far  as  I  know,  for 
about  a  month.  He  always  car- 
ried it  about  with  him.  I  have 
seen  him  cutting  strings  with  it, 
and  remarked  to  him  that  it  was  a 
very  dangerous  sort  of  knife. 
Cross-examined  by  the  attorney- 
general. — I  have  also  seen  him  cut 
wood  with  the  knife.  He  was 
fond  of  carpentering,  and  was  a 
great  mechanic.  I  had  some  con- 
versation with  him  about  carpen- 
tering on  the  morning  in  question. 
He  wished  to  have  some  things 
brought  from  Uxbridge.  He  was 
then  as  calm  and  tranquil  as  usual. 
The  dispute  between  him  and  the 
pupils  was  about  a  hassock  in  the 
church  on  the  previous  Sunday, 
but  the  prisoner  had  several  times 
during  the  week  expressed,  both 
to  Mrs.  Sturmer  and  myself,  a 
wish  to  be  reconciled  to  the  de- 
ceased. I  have  always  heard  the 
prisoner  say  that  he  valued  his 
watch  highly,  because  it  had  be- 
longed to  his  deceased  father. 
When  he  came  down  into  the 
dining-room  to  explain  of  the  glass 
having  been  broken,  he  appeared 
excited  and  angry.  After  the  oc- 
currence the  prisoner  the  greatest 
grief,  and  no  person  could  exhibit 
more  humane  or  Christian  feeling, 
and  he  displayed  the  greatest 
solicitude  for  the  recovery  of  the 
deceased*  When  I  asked  him  to 
give  up  the  knife  he  said,  *'  Most 
willingly,"  and  he  subsequently 
surrendered  himself  voluntarily  to 
a  magistrate,  who,  however,  de- 
clined to  interfere  until  an  inquest 
had  taken  place. 

Mr.  B.  Chadwick,   surgeon. — 
On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of 
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March  I  went  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Sturmer,  at  about  ten  o'clock.  I 
found  the  deceased  in  bed.  Mr. 
Medhurst  was  with  him,  and  as 
soon  as  he  saw  me  he  said,  ''  Good 
God  !  Mr.  Chadwick,  make  haste." 
I  then  proceeded  to  examine  the 
deceased,  who  told  me  he  had  re. 
ceived  a  wound.  Upon  turning 
down  the  bed-clothes  I  observed 
that  Mr.  Medhurst  was  pressing 
down  the  abdomen  of  the  deceased 
with  a  napkin.  I  found  that  the 
wound  was  on  the  left  side  of  the 
body,  about  an  inch  below  the 
naval.  The  length  of  the  wound 
was  from  an  inch  and  a  half  to  an 
inch  and  three  quarters.  It  was  a 
cut  wound,  and  such  a  one  as  the 
knife  produced  would  inflict.  I 
did  not  either  probe  or  search  it, 
as  I  was  not  then  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  instrument  which 
had  produced  it;  but,  believing 
that  it  was  a  common  knife  which 
had  been  used,  I  did  not  consider 
the  wound  dangerous  at  that 
time.  On  the  following  morning 
(Sunday)  I  perceived  indications 
of  the  patient  having  received 
some  severe  internal  injury,  and 
in  the  evening  vomiting  took  place, 
which  I  considered  an  unfavoura* 
ble  symptom.  Mr.  Patten,  an- 
other surgeon,  was  then  called  in, 
and  we  both  attended  the  de- 
ceased until  he  died.  By  direc- 
tion of  the  coroner  1  made  a  post 
mortem  examination  of  the  body  on 
the  following  Saturday,  and  I  was 
then  enabled  to  trace  the  direction 
which  the  weapon  had  taken.  I 
found  that  it  had  cut  through  the 
peritoneum,  and  also  the  omen- 
tum, but  I  did  not  perceive  that 
any  of  the  bowels  were  injured. 
The  wound  was  the  primary  cause 
of  death,  by  producing  innrmma- 
tion  first,  and  then  mortification. 
I  did  all  I  could  to  produce  a  fa- 


vourable result,  but  my  opinion  is 
that  nothing  could  have  prevented 
that  wound  from  producing  death. 
Both  the  prisoner  and  the  aeceased 
"  expressed  the  greatest  regret  at 
v/hat  had  taken  place.  The  pri- 
soner displayed  the  greatest  kind- 
ness and  good  feeling  towards 
Mr.  Alsop,  and  had  be  been  his 
brother  he  could  not  have  be- 
haved better. 

Mr.  Charles  Patten  and  two 
other  surgeons  were  examined. 
Their  evidence  went  principally  to 
prove  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
wound  death  would  have  ensued 
under  any  treatment.  They  con- 
curred in  their  testimony  as  to 
Mr.  Medhurst*8  behaviour  towards 
the  deceased  after, the  transaction, 
and  in  the  account  given  of  it  by 
the  latter  when  he  was  aware  that 
is  end  was  approaching.  Mr. 
Broglie  said,  I  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  the  deceased,  and  having 
told  him  that  there  was  no  hope 
of  his  recovery,  I  said  it  might  be 
consoling  to  him  to  communicate 
to  me  under  what  circumstances 
the  afluir  took  place.  «  I  then  asked 
him  if  he  haa  done  anything  to 
induce  the  row?  He  replied, 
^'  Yes,  I  called  him  a  liar  and  a 
blackguard,  and  he  then  struck 
me."  I  asked  him  if  he  thought 
there  was  anything  premeditated 
on  the  part  of  Medhurst,  and  he 
answered,  **  Decidedly  not."  He 
had  previously  said  that  he  forgave 
Medhurst,  and  could  do  no  more. 

The  jury  having  retired  for 
about  half  an  hour,  returned  into 
court  acquiting  the  prisoner  on 
the  indictment  for  murder,  and 
finding  him  Guilty  of  Man- 
slaughter. 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  in  pass- 
ing sentence  on  the  prisoner  ob- 
served, "  from  the  character  you 
(Medhurst)  have  received— from 
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the  fact  of  the  sudden  quarr^  in 
which  you  were  engaged-t-from 
the  absence  of  malice  or  preened i- 
tation  on  your  part,  and  frpin  the 
fact  which  1  have  ascertained^  that 
from  the  moment  you  inflicted  the 
fatal  blow  down  to  the  present 
time,  your  whole  conduct  has 
evinced  more  of  sorrow  for  the 
crime  you  have  committed  than 
apprehension  of  its  consequences 
to  yourself— all  these  circum-: 
stances  combined,  have  induced  the 
court  to  deal  mercifully  by  you. 
I  should  be  extremely  sorry,  how- 
ever, if  it  should  be  supposed,  that 
in  passing  upon  you  a  lighter  sen. 
tence  than  transportation, the  court 
have  forgot  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  deadly  weapon  which  it  ap- 
pears you  carried  about  you  ;  but 
for  the  fact  of  your  possessing  that 
knife  you  would  stand  before  the 
court  in  a  more  favourable  position . 
than  you  now  do.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Sturmer,  the  court  feels, 
that  if  he  had  done  his  duty  as  a 
man,  a  tutor,  and,  above  all,  a 
clergyman,  instead  of  leaving  the 
room  as  he  did,  the  fearful  catas- 
trophe would  have  been  prevented, 
and  you  would  not  now  be  stand- 
ing at  that  bar  convicted  of  having 
deprived  another  of  his  life."  The 
learned  judge  concluded  by  sen- 
tencing him  to  three  years'  im-- 
prisonment  in  the  Cold  Bath 
Field's  House  of  Correction. 

26,  Mr.  Martin,  M.  P.  for 
Galway.— This  gentleman,  whose 
imprisonment  for  riots  in  Ireland 
was  recorded  in  our  last  number, 
was  brought  up  at  Bow- street 
office,  together  with  captain  Ryder 
Burton,  R.  N.,  charged  with  fight- 
ing in  the  streets.  Each  of  the 
combatants  was  ordered  to  find 
two  sureties  in  250/.  and  enter  into 
his  own  recognizances  in  500/.  to 
keep  the  peace. 
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A  debt  due  by  Mr.  Martin's  fa- 
ther to  captain  Burton  was  said  to 
be  the  origin  of  the  quarrel. 

28.  Two  Gentlemen  DROWNED 
IN  THE  Thames. — A  melancholy 
accident,  accompanied  with  fatal 
consequences,  occurred  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  at  Harleyford,  on  the 
Thames,  near  Marlow.  A  boat, 
in  which  were  Mr.  A.  H.  Thom- 
son, brother  of  Mr.  Poulett  Thom- 
son, and  his  wife,  and  a  young 
gentleman,  son  of  Mr.  Wadham 
Wyndham,  who  resides  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  unfortunately 
upset  by  the  force  of  the  current 
dragging  it  over  the  weir,  and  the 
party  were  plunged  into  the  stream 
below,  where  it  is  very  deep  and 
troublous.  Mrs.  Thomson  was 
taken  out  of  the  water  insensible, 
after  having  sunk  twice,  and  was, 
after  great  exertions,  restored  to 
life;  but  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr. 
Wyndham  sunk  to  rise  no  more 
alive.  Their  bodies  were  recovered 
after  some  lapse  of  time,  when  all 
attempts  to  restore  animation 
proved  unavailing. 

29.  Balloon  Accident. — An 
accident,  which  was  very  nearly 
attended  with  the  loss  of  several- 
persons'  lives,  occurred  on  Mon- 
day evening  through  the  mis- 
management of  some  parties  con- 
cerned in  a  trial  of  a  new  balloon, 
preparatory  to  an  ascent  at  the 
opening  of  the  Croydon  Railway. 
A  large  stage  having  been  erected 
for  the  purpose  in  an  adjoining 
meadow,  the  inflation  was  com- 
menced, a  number  of  men  being 
employed  in  holding  the  vast  ma- 
chine. In  the  space  of  twelve 
minutes  the  balloon  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  heated  air,  and 
the  ascending  power  suddenly  be- 
came so  great,  that  in  removing 
the  machine  away  from  the  furnace, 
it  escaped  from  the  hands  of  most 
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of  the  men,  and  ascended  to  a 
great  heigbt^  taking  up  five  per^ 
sons  clinging  to  tSe  ropes  and 
sides  of  the  car.  One  of  these, 
when  about  thirty  feet  from  the 
ground «  could  hold  on  no  longer, 
^11,  and  was  much  injured.  The 
others  remained  clinging  to  the 
balloon,  and  were  conreyed  about 
a  mile,  when  the  machine,  having 
lost  its  power  by  the  Gondensation 
of  the  contained  air,  descended  in 
the  midst  of  a  field.  The  princi- 
pal gardenel*  belonging  to  Beulah 
Spa,  William  Stevens,  having  let 
go  his  hold,  got  his  foot  entangled 
with  a  rope,  and  was  thus  sus^ 
pended  with  his  head  downwards 
for  several  minutes.  When  the 
balloon  reached  the  earthy  his  leg 
was  found  to  be  oofoplete^ 
severed,  being  attached  by  the 
tendons  only*  One  man  was 
caugKt  by  the  grapnel^  and  se* 
riously  torn.  The  other  two,  al- 
though much  cut  and  bruised, 
received  no  material  injuries^ 

—  The  Chartists.— At  Llan* 
idloes,  in  Montgomeryshire,  seve- 
ral persons  charged  with  taking 
arms  by  force  from  farmers  and 
others,  were  apprehended  by  po* 
licemen  sent  from  London  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  at  the  request  of 
the  magistrates.  Their  arrest 
caused  much  exasperation ;  and  a 
large  body,  armed  with  pikes  and 
guns,  went  to  the  Trewytheu 
Arms  Inn,  whither  the  prisoner^ 
had  been  conveyed,  and,  breaking 
open  the  doors  and  windows, 
wounded  and  cudgelled  the  police* 
men,  and  rescued  the  prisoners. 
Mr.  Marsh,  a  magistrate^  narrowly 
escaped  a  serious  tvound  from  a 
pike  which  went  through  his  hat. 
A  messenger  was  sent  to  Lord 
Clive,  lord- lieutenant  of  the  county 
then  commanding  the  South  Sa« 
lopian  Yeomanry  at  Shrewrtiury ; 


and  his  lordship  Sent  a  party  of 
the  yeomanry  at  once  to  Llanidloes, 
while  the  Montgomeryshire  Yeo- 
manry also  recetved  orders  to  be 
in  readiness  to  act. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  military 
five  of  the  rioters  were  appre- 
hended at  their  own  homes,  and 
twelve  more  in  endeavouring  to 
make  their  escape  to  the  hills^  but 
the  principal  ringleaders  were  not 
to  be  found.  Their  followers  fied 
in  all  directions. 


MAY. 

3.  Chartist  Drilling. — Se- 
ven chartists  were  arrested  for 
drilling  at  Manchester.  For  some 
days  about  100  of  these  misguided 
men  had  nightly  assembled  in  a 
retired  lane  on  the  Oldham  road, 
abouft  three  miles  from  Manchester, 
where  they  underwent  regular 
drillings  in  marching  and  other 
evolutions,  but  without  arms ;  and 
the  magistrates,  determined  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  practice,  gave  orders 
to  the  police  for  that  purpose. 
Three  men  then  went  to  the  ren- 
dezvous, and  found  two  squadrons 
or  companies  drilling,  one  of 
twenty-nve  and  the  other  of  fif- 
teen, a  man  named  Riley  giving 
the  word  of  command.  The  po« 
lice  did  bot  interfere ;  but  as  they 
separated  arrested  a  party  of  eight. 
One  of  them,  not  being  recognised, 
wus  discharged.  It  having  been 
announced  that  a  Chartist  meeting 
would  be  held  at  Westbury,  in 
Wiltshire,  on  the  8th  inst.,  and 
another  at  Trowbridge,  the  magis- 
trates at  both  places  took  means 
to  preserve  the  peace.  At  the 
farmer  place^  Potts  a  druggist  from 
Trowbridge,  with  other  leaders,  so 
far  committed  themselves,  that  the 
magistrates  issued   warrants  for 
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their  iminediate  apprehension. 
They  were  committed  for  trials 
as  was  also  Rot)ertSj  another  noto« 
rious  leader^  who  claimed  to  ad* 
Tocate  the  cause  of  Potts  before 
the  msffistrates.  He  was  placed 
as  a  prisoner  by  the  side  of  his 
friend;  and  afler  a  due  investiga- 
tion of  the  several  charges  against 
each,  they  were  sent  <^  together 
to  Fisherton  gaol,  to  abide  their 
trial  at  the  next  assizes. 

—  Destruction  of  the  Chbl** 
TKNHAM  Theatre.— This  theatre, 
which  was  built  in  1805^  by  Mr* 
J.  Watson,  a  coadjutor  of  John 
Kemble  and  Mrs.  Siddons,  both  of 
whom  in  the  early  part  of  their  ca* 
reer  appeared  on  the  Cheltenham 
boards^  was  found  to  be  on  fire. 
At  five  o'clock  a.  m.  the  roof  fell  in 
with  a  most  tremendous  crash^  and 
the  whole  building,  together  with 
two  or  three  small  houses  adjoining 
it,  was  completely  destroyed. 

4.  Duke  of  Newcastle.  — 
Considerable  attention  was  excited 
by  the  dismissal  of  this  nobleman 
from  the  lord-lieutenancy  of  Not- 
tinghamshire. It  would  seem  that 
the  duke  refused  to  insert  in 
the  commission  of  the  peace  the 
names  of  some  gentlemen,  against 
whom  his  principal  objection  was^ 
that  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
established  church ;  and  that 
when  the  lord  chancellor  remon« 
stratcd  with  him^  he  returned  an 
intemperate  answer,  to  the  effect, 
that  he  would  have  nothing  further 
to  say  on  the  subject  to  lord  Cot- 
ten  ham,  who  evidently  did  not 
know  what  he  was  writin^r  about* 
His  grace  was  asked  to  withdraw 
this  letter;  and  on  his  refusal^ 
was  removed  from  the  lord-lieu- 
tenancy. The  earl  of  Scarborough 
was  appointed  his  successor. 

4.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens.— 
This  gentleman    addressed    the 


**  People  of  London  **  oh  Satarda]^ 
nighty  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  Strand,  in  a  speech  which 
occupied  upwards  of  four  hours  in 
delivery.  The  rev.  gentleman, 
as  on  former  occasions,  endea- 
voured to  excite  the  feelings  of  his 
audience  against  the  New  Poor 
Law,  and  produced  statements  to 
show  the  barbarous  cruelties  which 
were  being  carried  on  under  that 
net,  by  the  instructions  of  the  par- 
ties whofti  he  denominated  the 
^  three  commisioned  devils  of  So*, 
merset^house."  He  besought  the 
))eople  no  longer  to  remain  subser* 
vient  to  so  unlawful,  so  unchris* 
tian,  an  enactment  Those  cora« 
missioners,  lie  said,  were  the 
greatest  levelters  ih  England. 
The  acts  of  those  men  hjSi  to 
their  obtect  the  titrnidg  relitfioii 
into  infidelity.  The  comrolsmofi. 
ers  were  digging  the  grave  of  ail 
the  social  relations  of  life ;  they 
were  widening  the  gulf  betweeft 
the  rich  and  the  poor ;  they  were 
breaking  down  the  bridge  by 
which  alone  the  poor  man  had  been 
enabled  to  approach  the  rich  ;  in 
iact,  their  acts  were  rapidly  leading 
to  anarchy  and  to  the  destruction 
of  the  poor.  They  had  heard 
much  said  about  civil  wars;  why, 
he  would  rather  plant  the  standard, 
he  would  rather  unflirl  the  colours, 
he  would  rather  stand  at  the  can-* 
non's  mouth,  ay,  he  would  rather 
go  even  to  the  death,  than  consent 
to  live  the  slave  of  the  poor-law 
commissioners.  Mr.  Stephens's 
eloquence  was  greeted  with  hearty 
cheers  by  his  auditors,  who  appear 
to  have  been  very  numerous.  At 
the  close  of  his  address,  he  an« 
nounced  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  week,  he  intended  to  meet 
"  the  people  "  at  White  Conduit- 
house  ;  and  that  on  the  following 
Sunday,  he  should  take  the  liberty 
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of  preaching  a  sermon  on  Kenning- 
ton-common^  or  in  the  Regent's 
Park,  of  which,  however,  due  no- 
tice would  be  given.  On  the  lat- 
ter occasion  he  trusted  the  Bishop 
of  London  would  honour  him  witn 
his  presence,  when  his  lordship 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  form- 
ing an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
doctrines  he  should  then  preach 
were  false  or  true. 

9.  False  Witness. — In  the 
Sheriff's  Courts  an  action  was 
brought  by  Mr.  Catherick,  an  up- 
holsterer, to  recover  rent  of  lodg- 
ings from  Mr.  Menzies,  a  dancing 
master.  For  the  plaintiff,  Charles 
Marshall,  his  brother-in-law,  was 
called ;  but  he  gave  his  evidence 
in  so  prevaricating  a  manner,  that 
the  court  would  not  receive  it. 
John  Marshall,  his  brother^  was 
then  called;  but  he  was  observed 
to  hesitate  and  look  at  his  hands 
when  questioned  as  to  a  date;  and 
being  ordered  to  show  his  hands, 
the  palms  were  found  written  over 
with  the  dates  and  sums  he  was  di- 
rected to  swear  to.  The  plaintiff's 
counsel  threw  up  his  brief,  and  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  was  re- 
turned. 

—  Case  of  Libel.— On  Thurs- 
day, the  Court  was  occupied  with 
the  trial  of  an  action  brought  by 
Mr.  Harmer,  an  attorney  in  Bris- 
tol, against  the  publisher  of  the 
Bristol  Mercury  for  a  libel.  The 
case  arose  out  of  the  last  Bristol 
election.  A  petition  was  present- 
ed against  the  return  of  Mr. 
F.  H.  Berkeley,  and  a  woman 
named  Verrier  was  examined  to 
prove  bribery.  This  woman  was 
afterwards  prosecuted  and  con. 
victed  for  perjury.  The  plaintiff 
in  the  present  action  was  her  at- 
torney, and  Mr.  Thesiger  her 
counsel.  In  the  course  of  that 
trial,  Mr.  Thesiger  cross-examined 


Mr.  Berkeley  as  to  some  connec- 
tion with  women  in  early  life  : 
and  Mr.  Berkeley,  very  much 
offended,  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
public  dinner  in  Bristol,  soon  after 
the  trial,  to  speak  in  terms  al- 
leged to  be  libellous  of  Mr.  The- 
siger and  the  attorney ;  whom  he 
accused  of  going  to  the  "  extreme 
of  blackguardism."  A  report  of 
Mr.  Berkeley's  speech  appeared  in 
the  Bristol  Mercury^  and  the 
plaintiff,  passing  over  Mr.  Berke- 
ley, brought  his  action  against  the 
Proprietor  of  the  newspaper. 
<ord  Abinger  charged  the  jury 
strongly  for  the  plaintiff,  and  they 
returned  a  verdict  accordingly. 

10.  Committal  op  Vincent, 
AND  other  Chartist  Leaders. — 
Vincent  a  printer^  and  notorious' 
Chartist  leader,  the  same  who 
figured  in  the  defeat  at  Devizes, 
having  been  arrested  at  his  house 
in  London^  on  a  warrant  sent  by 
five  mao^istrates  of  Newport, 
South  Wales,  for  attending  a 
riotous  assemblage  in  that  town 
about  a  fortnight  before,  under- 
went an  examination  before  the 
high '  sheriff,  and  other  county 
magistrates,  and  was,  together 
with  William  Anselm  Townsend, 
a  wine  merchant,  and  John  Dick- 
enson, pork  butcher,  committed 
to  Monmouth  gaol,  to  take  their 
trial  at  the  ensuing  assizes,  upon 
a  charge  of  holding  illegal  meet- 
ings, and  conspiring  together  to 
incite  persons  to  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  disobedience  to  the 
laws. 

The  following  passages,  as  de- 
posed on  oath^  of  Vincent's  ha- 
rangues, will  sufficiently  justify 
the  course  pursued  towards  him 
He  told  them  {i,  e.  the  mob),  that 
they  were  roblied  of  a  great  por- 
tion of  their  earnings  by  the  aris- 
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tocracy  and  the  Government  3 
that  the  working  classes  were  not 
represented,  and  so  long  as  they 
had  no  voice  in  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  they 
were  not  bound  by  the  laws.  He 
said,  if  their  rights  were  not 
granted^  they  must  make  a  gene- 
ral movement^  and  roll  to  and  fro 
like  the  wares."  He  spoke  of  '*  a 
rising  of  the  people  as  a  thing  that 
should  happen  soon,  if  the  cliarter 
was  not  granted."  Vincent  said, 
''When  the  time  for  resistance 
arrives,  let  your  cry  be,  '  To  your 
tents,  oh  Israel!'  then  with  one 
voice,  cue  hearty  and  one  blow, 
perish  the  privileged  orders, 
death  to  the  aristocracy,  up  with 
the  people,  and  the  government 
they  have  established."  He  spoke 
much  about  the  soldiers,  and  that 
they  were  their  brothers.  The 
populace  of  Newport,  were  very 
riotous  all  day  during  the  exami- 
nation, and  frequently  attacked 
the  constables,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  mayor  addressed  the 
mob,  concluding  by  reading  the 
riot  act.  Frost,  the  Chartist, 
also  addressed  the  populace  in  a 
very  inflammatory  speech. 

—  Trial  at  Edinburgh. — 
Mr.  Alexander  Humphreys,  call- 
ing himself  Earl  of  Stirling,  was 
tried  in  the  High  Court  of  Justi- 
ciary, on  the  charge  of  forging 
documents  to  support  his  claim  to 
the  earldom.  The  jury  unani- 
mously found  that  the  excerpt 
from  a  pretended  charter  of  novo^ 
damns  to  the  first  Earl  of  Stirling, 
which  the  prisoner  had  produced 
in  two  separate  actions  as  evi- 
dences of  his  claim  to  certain 
lands  in  Scotland,  was  a  forged 
document ;  and  by  a  majority, 
that  it  was  not  proven  that  the 
prisoner  had  forged  it,  or  tittered 
It  knowing;  it  to  be  forged,  .  With 


respect  to  a  charge  of  forging 
certain  documents  on  the  back  of 
an  ancient  map  of  Canada,  to  sup- 
port his  claim  to  extensive  grants 
of  land  in  North  America,  the 
same  verdict  was  returned.  The 
jury  found  that  other  papers,  in 
which  defects  in  the  prisoner's 
genealogy  were  supplied,  were 
not  forgeries. 

The  prisoner's  friend.  Colonel 
D*Aguilar  was  with  him  in  the 
dock  during  the  trial.  When  the 
verdict  was  given,  the  prisoner  fell 
upon  the  railings,  uttered  deep 
groans,  and  appeared  dreadfully 
convulsed.  Colonel  D'Aguilar 
and  the  officers  assisted  him  out 
of  court.  He  returned  after  an 
interval,  and  the  judge  ordered  the 
vei*dict  of  acquittal  to  be  recorded. 

12.  Republican  Insurrection 
—France. — Another  attempt  to 
overturn  the  order  of  things  as  at 
present  established  in  that  coun- 
try, was  made  at  Paris,  early  on 
the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  May  12. 
At  about  three  o'clock,  a  body  of 
workmen,  clad  in  blouses  and 
caps,  suddenly  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  Hue  St.  Denis,  from 
whence,  having  been  joined  by 
others  of  their  party,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  Lepage,  a 
gunmaker,  where  they  seized  and 
carried  off  about  150  muskets  and 
other  fire-arms.  They  then  sepa- 
rated into  divisions,  attacked  and 
disarmed  several  of  the  military 
posts,  captured  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
in  the  Place  de  Greve,  but  were 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  several 
livcH  in  their  attempt  on  the 
Palais  de  Justice.  A  general 
movement  was  then  made  towards 
the  Rue  St.  Martin,  where,  as 
usual,  they  commenced  erecting 
barricades,  extending  from  the 
church  of  St.  Marie  towards  the 
Halle.    .  These   scenes   occupied 
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scarcely  an  Lour.  The  municipal 
guards  were  the  first  who  ap- 
proached the  insurgents,  and  fired 
on  them.  After  a  heaFy  ^re, 
with  but  little  mischief  to  either 
party,  the  latter  gare  way,  and 
fell  back  on  their  central  point 
already  mentioned.  At  the  Rue 
Hauteville,  one  of  the  National 
Guards  and  a  woman  were  shot  by 
the  rioters.  They  even  appeared 
in  the  Rue  Coq  St.  Honorl  and  in 
the  Rue  Croix  des  Petits  Champs^ 
but  although  their  object  was  un- 
questionably to  bare  attacked  the 
Lou?re  in  that  quarter,  they  were 
deterred  from  it  by  the  closing  of 
the  gates,  and  the  firm  attitude  of 
the  troops  within.  The  soldiers 
did  thoir  duty  with  praiseworthy 
devotion  ;  and  the  result  was, 
that  this  dangerous  outbreak  was 
crushed,  and  on  Monday  morniHg 
tranquillity  was  completely  re- 
stored. This  insurrection  appears 
to  have  originated  within  the  So- 
ci6t6  des  Families,  of  which  the 
assassin  Fieschi  was  one.  The 
leaders  in  it  were  M.  Blanqui 
and  others,  well  known  as  mem- 
bers of  that  society.  One  of 
them,  .a  M.  Barbes,  was  made 
prisoner,  after  having  received  a 
dangerous  wound.  Nearly  200 
prisoners  were  taken.  The  num- 
ber of  insurgents  killed  or  who 
died  of  their  wounds  was  about 
forty.  Nearly  as  many  soldiers, 
ofiScers,  national  guards,  and  mu- 
nicipal guards,  were  killed. 

16.  Judgment  on  Canadian 
Prisonebs. — In  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, Lord  Abinger  delivered 
judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Cana- 
dian prisoners.  After  remarking  on 
various  points  of  law,  and  arguments 
urged  by  ooonsel,  his  lordship  said, 
the  court  were  of  opinion  that  the 
return  to  the  writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus was  a  wifficient  and  vs^id  re* 


turn,  and,  therefore,  that  the  pri- 
soners must  be  remanded  to  tiieir 
former  custody.  The  court  was 
not  called  upon  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  prison- 
ers had  been  legally  sentenced  to 
transportation  or  not,  as  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  be  ad- 
vised on  that  subject }  but  it  was 
clear  they  had  pleaded  guilty  to 
the  crime  of  high  trf  ason  m  Upper 
Canada,  and,  therefore,  if  the 
sentence  of  transportatioo  was 
irregular,  and  the  prisonera  wished 
to  avail  themselves  of  that  irregu- 
larity, thev  might  be  again  in- 
dicted, and  put  upon  their  trial 
for  high  treason  in  this  country. 
Under  all  the  circumstanceti,  the 
court  felt  bound  to  discharge  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  to 
order  that  the  prisoners  be  re- 
manded to  their  former  custody. 

An  abstract  of  the  argument  in 
this  case,  which  was  (nrolracted 
through  several  months,  and 
brought  to  a  close  on  the  25th  of 
April,  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

17.  Murder.— A  murder  was 
committed  at  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Edgell,  a  gentleman  of  fortune, 
in  Sloane-8treet»  Chelsea.  Wil- 
liam James  Marchant  was  under- 
footman,  and  Elisabeth  Paynter, 
under-housemaidj  in  Mr.  Edgell's 
family.  Mr.  Edgell,  with  his 
wife  and  children,  coachman,  and 
one  of  the  footmen,  went  on  Fri. 
day  to  North  Cray.  The  cook 
and  upper  housemaid,  contrary 
to  their  master's  orders,  went  out 
also,  leaving  Marchant  and  the 
woman  Paynter  in  the  house  to- 
gether. Marchant  used  to  pay 
his  felbw-servant  attention,  which 
she  received  ungraciously.  When 
the  servants  who  went  out  re- 
turned at  night  and  forced  their 
way  into  the  bouse,  after  vainly 
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attemptidg  to  gain  admittance  hj   Yiolence,  from  the  height  of  forty 
knocking,  thej  found  the  bodj  of    feet ;  h6  was  conveyed  to  St.  Tho^ 
Pajnter,  laid  out  at  full  lengthy    mas's  Hospital,  yery  much  injured, 
and  the  clothes  much  disordered,    By  this  time,  the  flames  had  made 
in  the  drawing-room  $    she   was    such  ravages^  that  the  house  from 
quite  deadi  and  a  quantity  of  blood    the  basement  to  the  roof  was  in  a 
lying  near  her.     Her  throat  had    blaee.     Engines  in  great  numbers 
been  cut  from  ear  to  ear,  and  a    soon  arrited  from  all  parts  of  the 
TAtov  was  found    in    the    room,    metropolis)  and  though  the  ^bole 
Marchant  bad  disappeared*    Ho#-    of  them  n^ete  got  to  play  into  th« 
ever,  two  days  after,  he  gare  him«    flamds^  the  fire  was  not  got  under 
self  up  to  the  policej  and  was  taken    till  dear  five  o'clock,  and  the  wht^ 
to   the  Brentford   station* house^    of  the  premises  of  Mr.  Baker  were 
He  seemed  dreadfully  distressed,    burnt  to  the  ground,  and  exten- 
and  confessed  that  he  killed  the    sive  warehouses  on  each  side  much 
woman ;  who,  he  said,  had  prO^    damaged  also.    As  soon  as  the  fire 
yoked  him  by  abuse.    All   these    was  subdued,  inquiries  were  made 
particulars,  and  more,  were  stated    as  to  the  ininates,  and  it  appeared 
to  a  coroner's  jury,  and  the  next    that  nine  slept  in  the  house,  and 
day  Marchant  was  committed  to    that  fite    only  had    made   their 
be  tried  for    **  wilful  murder.  "    escape.      A   number    of   firemen 
He  was  about  twenty-two  years    were  setto  work  to  search  amongst 
of  age.     On  his  trials  which  took    the  rcrtfis  for  the  bodies ;  and  at 
place    shortly     after^    Marchant    about  six  o'clock,  three  were  found 
pleaded  guilty.      He    was    con-*    burnt  to  a  cinder;  one  was  dts- 
demned  to  death  and  executed.        coyered  to  be  the  body  of  the  female 
18.  Fmc.-^A  firoi  which  caused    sef  yant,  and  the  others  Mr.  Baker's 
loss  of  life  and  property,  brok^  out    children,  two  girls,  aged  nine  and 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,    ten.    An  apprentice  also  lost  his 
on   the  premises  of  Mr.   Baker,    life.     There  were  no  fire-escapes 
stationer^  Bucklersbury^  near  the    to  be  had,  or  perhaps  all  might 
Mansfon^heuse.    The  bock  part  of    haye  been  sayed. 
the  building  was  almost  consunoed        Another  fife  took  place,  ou  the 
belore  the  Ike  was  discoyexed  by    Tuesday  morning  (2Ist)  foilowingi 
the  police ;  and  it  was  only  afiteV    in  Union-^streety  Kingsland-road, 
some  dday,  that  the  innrates  could    whetf  a  Mrs.  Read  was  burnt  to 
be  aroused^     At  length  Mr.  and    death,  or  crushed  In  the  ruins. 
Mrs.   Baker  nnide  their  appear-        18.    Riototjs  PaocEEiyiifGS  At 
ance  at  the  window  of  the  third    GtASOow.-r-Thls  day,  btfing  the 
fioov,  «id  esdqped  by  hidders  be-    anniyersary  of  the  Queen's  birth, 
loBgu^  to  the  engines.     On  Mrs.    was  made  the  oeoasion  of  some 
Baker  exdaining  to  the  firemen    public festiyities, which  terminated, 
that  her  children  were  all  in  the    howeyer,  as  is  not  unusual  in  Soot- 
room  which  they  had  escaped  from',    land,  hi  tumultuous  and  disgra^^e- 
DwMfhtt  one  of  the  brigade,  rushed    M  behayionr  on  the  part  of  some 
up  the  ladders  to  saye  them;  but,    of  the  lower  orders.     There  was 
josl  as  he  had  got  to  the  window,    a  boat-race  on  the  Clyde,  between 
the  fiamea  shot  out  from  the  win-    six  and  seren,  which  attracted  a 
dowi  underneath,  and  he  fell  to    considerable  crowd,  and  the  eyeiis 
the  par enent  with   treaftMbOB   im  waa  eloeed  with  greatly  nofe 
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than  an  average  display  of  squibs, 
crackers,  and  rioting.  Many  of 
the  citizens  were  struck  and  gross- 
ly abused  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cross,  the  common  method  of  an- 
noyance being  to  tear  their  coats 
to  pieces  and  destroy  their  hats. 
A  great  number  of  rioters  were 
apprehended,  some  of  whom,  on 
being  taken  to  the  office^  were 
found  to  have  their  pockets  filled 
with  stones.  About  half* past  ten 
o*clock,  two  hundred  miscreants, 
armed  with  stobs,  marched  up  from 
the  Green  with  furious  cries,  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  a  disturb- 
ance.* Seeing  that  real  danger 
was  now  very  probable,  captain 
Miller,  with  a  strong  force,  rushed 
in  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
about  two  cart-loads  of  the  wea- 
pons, amidst  the  cheers  of  the 
more  peaceably-disposed  portion  of 
the  crowd  :  receiving,  however,  a 
severe  wound  near  the  eye  with  a 
stone  during  the  affair.  Many  of 
the  police-officers  were  severely 
struck  and  mal- treated. 
.  21.  Visit  of  the  Grand  Duke 
OF  Russia  and  the  Prince  of 
THE  Netherlands  to  Oxford.— 
His  imperial  highness,  the  here- 
ditary grand  duke  of  Russia,  and 
his  royal  highness  prince  William 
Henry  of  the  Netherlands,  paid  a 
visit  to  the  university  of  Oxford, 
where  they  were  received  with  all 
due  honour.  On  their  arrival^ 
they  were  waited  upon  by  the 
vice-chancellor,  proctors,  ^nd  a 
deputation  of  the  heads  of  houses. 
The  two  princes  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  the  theatre,  (where  a 
large  concourse  of  persons  was 
assembled,)  to  receive  the  degree 
of  D.  C.  L.,  which  was  formally 
conferred  upon  them,  and  upon 
several  of  their  suite.  On  leaving 
.the  theatre,  they  were  conducted 
by  the  vice-cbanoellor  to  the  prin- 


cipal colleges  and  public  buildings, 
receiving  in  their  progress  very  en- 
thusiastic expressions  of  welcome. 
After  partaking  of  a  splendid  din- 
ner in  the  college-hall  of  Brasenose, 
where  a  large  and  distinguished 
party  was  invited  to  meet  them, 
their  highnesses  withdrew,  express- 
ing themselves  deeply  indebted  to 
the  vice-chancellor  for  his  courtesy 
and  liberality.  Very  liberal  dona- 
tions were  made  by  their  royal 
bignesses  to  various  benevolent 
institutions,  the  ringers,  &c. 

23.  Return  of  the  Quebn 
Dowager.  —  The  Hastings,  74, 
captain  Loch,  with  the  queen  dow- 
ager on  board,  arrived  at  Spithead. 
The  Hydra  steam  frigate  went  out 
to  meet  her,  having  on  board  the 
commander-in-chief,  hon.  C.  £. 
Fleming,  prince  Edward  of  Saxe 
Weimar,  (the  queen's  nephew,) 
lord  Adolphus  Fitzclarence,  and 
other  distinguished  personages. 
The  queen  landed  the  following 
morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  a  royal 
salute  being  fired  from  the  garri- 
son, and  from  the  men-of-war,  re- 
spectively, as  the  standard  passed 
towards  the  point  at  which  her 
majesty  disembarked^  the  King's- 
stairs,  at  the  dockyard;  where  she 
was  received  by  a  guard  of  honour, 
furnished  by  the  royal  marines, 
with  their  colours  and  band,  the 
commander-in-chief,  lieut.-goyern- 
or,  and  the  dockyard  authorities. 
Immediately  on  her  majesty's  land- 
ing, she  stepped  into  her  carriage 
and  proceeded  to  Buckingham  pa- 
lace. Her  majesty's  hesUth  would 
appear  to  have  been  much  benefit- 
ted by  her  trip ;  and  she  expressed 
the  highest  satisfaction  at  captain 
Loch's  duteous  study  to  consult 
her  majesty *s  comfort  on  board 
the  Hastings.  Her  majesty's  re- 
turn to  England  was  warmly 
greeted  with  cheers  by  the  con- 
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course  of  persons  assembled  on  ber 
arrival. 

25. — Great  Chartist  Meet- 
ing.—  Tbe  raucb.talked-of  and 
alarming  ''grand  moral  demon- 
stration" of  the  working  classes  of 
South  Lancashire  in  favour  of  the 
people's  charter  was  held  this  day 
upon  Kersal-moor^  four  miles  from 
Manchester.  From  the  pains  taken 
by  the  agitators  to  assemble  a  large 
mass  of  persons  at  a  holyday-time^ 
great  fears  were  entertained  that 
the  public  peace  would  be  broken^ 
and  the  magistrates  issued  a  notice 
in  which  they  earnestly  recom- 
mended all  well-disposed  persons 
to  abstain  from  attending  such 
meeting,  and  further  warned  all 
persons  attending  the  meeting  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  their 
proceedings.  Several  regiments  of 
soldiers  had  been  directed  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness^  but  fortu- 
nately their  services  were  not  re- 
quired; the  meeting  passed  off  very 
quietly,  an<l  probably  produced  far 
less  effect  than  was  desired  by  the 
individuals  who  summoned  it.  It 
would  appear  that  the  number  of 
chartists  present  on  this  occasion 
did  not  exceed  20,000  or  30,000 
and  they  appeared  to  be  confined 
almost  wholly  to  the  very  lowest 
of  the  operative  classes,  though 
about  as  many  more  were  drawn 
together  from  curiosity  to  witness 
their  proceedings,  as  well  as  to 
share  the  amusement  of  hurdle- 
races  and  other  sports  which  took 
place  at  the  same  time  on  the  moor. 
The  various  processions  from  Man- 
chester, Hyde,  Ashton,  Bury, 
Rochdale,  Middleton,  Bolton,  and 
other  places  arrived  upon  theground 
about  eleven  o'clock,  preceded  by 
bands  of  music  and  banners  bearing 
incriptions  and  mottos  descriptive 
of  their  principles  and  views,  as 
"  Universsvl  suffrage^  Annual  par* 


liaments^  Vote  by  ballot.  Abolition 
of  white  slavery ;"  "  WeVe  set  our 
lives  upon  a  cast,  and  will  stand 
tbe  hazard  of  the  die ;"  "  Universal 
suffrage  or  death ;"  '*  United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall  j"  "We  know 
our  rights,  and  we  will  have 
them;"  "The  rights  of  man;" 
"  Tyrants  tremble,  for  the  people 
are  awake;"  ''Reason  no  longer 
with  tyrants :  man  has  but  once 
to  die ;"  "  No  corn  laws,"  &c.  &c. 
The  only  novelty  worth  noticing 
was  the  presence  of  several  female 
political  associations.  It  was  ob- 
served by  an  eye-witness  that  the 
appearance  of  some  of  the  fair  sex 
who  figured  on  this  occasion,  both 
as  to  person  and  apparel,  furnished 
a  stronger  argument  than  any 
adduced  by  their  orators,  of  the 
necessity  of  adopting  immediate 
legislative  enactments  for  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  the  mass  of 
the  people.  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  Bury, 
having  taken  the  chair,  proceeded 
to  state  the  purposes  for  which  they 
had  assembled,  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  following  propositions, 
which  he  read  to  the  meeting :  — 

"Whether  they  will  be  pre- 
pared, at  the  request  of  the  con- 
vention, to  withdraw  all  sums  of 
money  they  may,  individually  or 
collectively,  have  placed  in  savings' 
banks,  or  in  the  hands  of  any  per- 
sons hostile  to  their  just  rights  ? 

"  Whether,  at  the  same  request, 
they  will  be  prepared  immediately 
to  convert  all  their  paper  money 
into  gold  and  silver? 

**  Whether,  if  the  convention 
shall  determine  that  a  sacred  month 
will  be  necessary  to  prepare  the 
millions  to  secure  the  charter  of 
their  political  salvation,  they  will 
firmly  resolve  to  abstain  from  their 
labours  during  that  period,  as  well 
as  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating 
drink  } 
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'^  Whether,  acoordiog  to  their  here  in  his  own  person,  as  a  bar* 

old  constitutional  rights— «  right  rister,  to  prore  that  at  all  events 

which   modern  legislators    would  he  looked  upon  it  as  both  a  legal 

fain    annihilate-^they  have    pre-  and  a  constitutional  meeting,  and 

pared  themselves  with  the  arms  of  that  if  it  was  neither*  the  numbers 

freedom,  to  defend  the  laws  and  justified  the  course/'-^"  Lord  John 

constitutional  privileges  of  their.  Russell  had  said  these  meetings 

ancestors  bequeathed  to  them  7  were  legal :  that  no  danger  need 

**  Whether   they    will    provide  be  apprehended  from  them  to  the 

themselves  with  chartist  candidates  public  peace,  because^  he  said,  arms 

so  as  to  be  prepared  to  propose  were  not  being  purchased  by  the 

them  for  their  representatives  at  people/'-*'^  A  proclamation  should 

the  next  general  election ;  and  if  only  be  resorted  to  in   the  last 

returned  by  show  of  hands,  such  extremity,    when    there    was    no 

candidates  to  consider  themselves  opportunity  of  strengthening  the 

veritable    representatives   of   the  law;   and  why,  on   such  autici- 

people«  to  meet  in  London,  at  a  time  pation,  did  parliament  adjourn  over 

hereafter  to  be  determined  on }  at  this  period  an  unusual  length  of 

**  Whether  they  will  resolve  to  time?    They  could  not  apprehend 

deal  exclusively  with   Chartists  -,  any  danger,  or  else  they  were  a 

and  in  all  cases  of  persecution  rally  pack  of  poltroon  cowards  that  had 

round  and  protect  all  those  who  left  their  post  and  thrown    the 

may    suffer   in    tbeir     righteous  shame  upon    our    young    queen, 

cause  ?"  Never  did  the  queen  look  so  lovely 

In  submitting  these  propositions  in  his  eyes  as  upon  the  present 

be  observed  that  the  people  had  occasion,  because  when  surrounded 

13,000,000/.  in  the  savings'  banks,  by  two  sets  of  vagabond  factions, 

and  if  they  would  only  withdraw  and  the  Tories  were  making  their 

from  them  at  the  present  crisis  arrangements  for    substituting  a 

l,000,000/«  of  it,  tnis  would   be  shooting  governmentfor  a  cowardly 

sufficient  to  achieve  their  liberties ;  government,  ^  dismissed  them/' 

and,   in  reference  to  the  pr«^  •— ''  He  had    good  authority  for 

sition  to  take  up  arms,  he  said  that  asserting  that  all  the  Hanoverian 

Lord  J.  Russell,  though    not  a  dubs  in  London  were  at  work  to 

legislator  on  most  points,  had  at  know  how  they  could  dispose  of 

least  proved  himself  one  on  one  our  3roui^  que^i,  and  to  substitute 

point,  when  he  said  the  people  had  aUoody  Cumberland  in  her  place ; 

a  right  to  take  up  arms;  but  if  that  fellow  ware  upon  the 

Mr.Feargus  O'Connor  and  other  thronei,  Mr.  O^Cobikmt  would  put 

less  distinguished  agitators  then  oa  a  red  coat  at  o»ce.     If  they  did 

addressed  the  meeting.    We  shall  that,  he  dioviki  have  no  hesitation 

give  extracts  from  a  few  of  their  in  advising  the  people  to  revolt — 

speeches  as  a  specimen  of  the  tone  it  would   be  their  duty — against 

generally  adopted.     Mr.  O'Connor  the  factions,  and  in  &voiir  (k  our 

said,  *'  he  was  bere  to.day  because  eotistitatio]^    monarehy/'— The 

the  magistrates  had  said  that  this  speaker  then  went  on  to  attack 

was  an  illegal  meeting ;  he  was  the  niiddle  cksses  and  the  manu- 

heve  because  the  proclamation  of  &eturers  in  his  customary  style, 

the  ^ueen  had  wi  it  was  an  un-  Mr.    Rnshton    of   Maoehesler 

constitutional  meeting;   he  was  woulA  Idl  the  mtetiiig  and  their 
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leaders,  that  tbat  should  be  the 
last  meeting  which  would  be  as- 
sembled^  until  they  were  prepared 
to  congratulate  them  on  the  reco- 
very of  those  rights  which  had  so 
long  been  withheld  from  them. 
''  He  believed  that  the  time  would 
soon  be  past  when  they  would  be 
able  to  meet  as  legally  and  peacea- 
bly as  they  had  dune,  nnd  the 
day  would  come,  when  the  Go- 
vernment aed  anstocracy  would 
compel  them  to  meet  in  a  manner 
which,  to  them  would  result  in 
their  eternal  ruin,  and  the  eternal 
happiness  of  the  people.  He  was 
happy  to  ^ee  so  many  present,  and 
to  his  mind  it  was  a  clear  proof 
that  the  working  dasses  were  up  to 
the  mark*"  "  A  resolution,  which 
called  upon  government  to  supply 
them  with  arms  had  been  movedf 
and  they  had  adopted  this  resdu- 
tion,  in  consequence  of  Lord  John 
Russell  offering  to  supply  a  certain 
portion  of  the  people  with  arms 
for  the  protection  of  life  or  pro- 
perty. If  the  chairman  could  not 
obtain  arms  for  them*  he  would 
tell  them  what  to  do.  Let  them 
go  to  theconstables  in  their  respect- 
ive neighbourhoods  and  demand 
arms,  aud  to  swear  allegiance  to 
the  Queen.  Let  them,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Queen,  who  said  that 
she  would  rather  sink  to  the  level 
of  a  subject,  determine  to  conie 
down  to  the  lowest  state  of  degra- 
dation, rather  than  submit  to  the 
})oor-law  union.  Let  them  swear 
at  the  altar  of  their  God,  that  ra- 
ther than  suffer  the  wives  of  their 
bosoms  to  be  torn  from  them,  they 
would  suffer  death  first."  The 
most  violent  part  of  this  harangue 
was  received  with  great  applause. 
Mr.  T.  Bird,  of  Bury,  said,  that 
the  late  Mr.  Cobbett  had  told  the 
people  in  the  House  of  Commens, 
that  if  they  would  go  to  the  Baiik 


of  England  for  their  mpi^y,  tb^ 
Whigi  would  give  up  the  Coer^ 
cion  Bill ;  apd  be  cquld  te^  tke 
people  of  England  if  tliey  would 
now  go  to  the  savings-banks  they 
would  get  the  cbaiter. 

Several  other  resolutions  of  a 
similar  character  to  that  alluded 
to  were  adopted^  aud  the  paropoai- 
tions,  as  read  by  the  chairman  i|i 
his  opening  speech*  were  then  se- 
verally put  to  the  vote  by  him^  and 
all  answered  by  the  sieeting  in  the 
affirmative,  after  which  theassem*' 
Uy  brake  up  without  disturbauee. 

26.  MuRDSR  AT  Woolwich.-*— 
Sergeant-major  Sheppard,  of  the 
second  battalion  of  the  royal  foot 
artillery,  stationed  at  Woolwich, 
was  murdered  by  George  Willis, 
a  private,  under  his  command. 
Willis,  who  was  a  slovenly  soldier, 
had  been  reprimanded  by  Shejp- 
pard  for  disorderly  appearance  on 
parade;  and  on  {Sundays  being 
much  exasperated^  he  loaded  his 
rifle,  and  shot  Sheppard  in  the 
back,  before  the  regiment.  He 
allowed  himself  to  be  seized  with- 
out the  least  resistance ;  sayins*— 
*'  Damn  it,  IVe  done  for  him, 
I've  shot  him."  All  the  facts  were 
stated  to  a  coroner's  jury,  and  the 
prisoner  was  committed  for  trial 
on  the  charge  of  *' wilful  murder." 
He  was  under  thirty  years  of  age. 
Sheppard  was  nearly  fifty,  and 
left  a  large  family. 

Willis  was  tried  for  the  murder 
at  the  ensuing  Maidstone  assiaes, 
and  being  found  guilty,  was  exe- 
cuted at  that  town  on  the  4th  of 
July  following.  He  maintained 
to  the  last  a  sullen  and  dogged 
demeanour,  neither  attempting  to 
deny  or  excuse  his  crime. 

31,    SlQCKDiLEV.  HaNSABD.— 

In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
Lord  Denman  gave  judgment  in 
the  ease  of  Stockdale  v.  Hansard. 


76 


ANNUAL    REGISTER.        [1839 


His  lordship's  decision,  important 
in  itself^  became  still  more  so^  from 
the  events  to  which  it  gave  rise. 
The  plaintiff,  Stockdale^  had 
brought  an  action  for  a  defamatory 
libel,  against  Messrs.  Hansard^ 
printers  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  the  publication  of  a  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  of  pri- 
sons, in  which  certain  strictures 
were  made  on  some  obscene  works, 
alleged  to  be  published  by  the  de- 
fendant. To  the  pleas  in  the 
declaration  generally,  the  defen. 
dant  pleaded  the  authority  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Lord  Den- 
man  said,  that  the  supremacy  of 
arliament,  on  which  the  claim 
for  exemption  from  responsibility 
was  made  to  rest,  might  have  been 
recognized  as  a  valid  authority  ; 
but  the  report  complained  of  was 
made,  not  by  the  sanction  of  the 
three  co-ordinate  powers  acting 
harmoniously  together,  but  by  the 
House  of  Commons  singly— an 
assumption  of  authority  abhorrent 
to  the  constitution  of  England. 
Parliament  was  said  to  be  su- 
preme: it  followed  that  neither 
estate  acting  singly  is  supreme. 
His  lordship  then  went  into  the 
history  of  the  privileges  assumed 
bv  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
adduced  various  authorities  to 
show  that  no  assumption  of  privi- 
lege on  the  part  of  the  House 
collectively,  or  of  individual  mem- 
bers, could  warrant  the  right  of  any 
publisher  to  disseminate  speeches 
or  reports  prejudicial  to  individ- 
uals, without  making  him  amena- 
ble to  law.  The  pleadings  in  this 
case  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 
On  the  13th  of  the  month  follow- 
ing, a  jury  was  summoned  in  the 
Sheriifs  Court  to  assess  the  da- 
mages :  and  after  a  charge  from 
the  under-sheriff,  who  told  the  ju- 
ry they  had  no  concern  with  the 


question  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
privileges,  the  sum  of  100/.  da- 
mages was  awarded  to  Stockdate. 


JUNE. 

1.  Execution  in  South 
Australia. — Two  native  Austra- 
lians, Yerr-i-Cha,  and  Wang- 
Nucha,  condemned  in  the  supreme 
court,  for  the  murder  of  two  En- 
glishmen, suffered  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  at  Adelaide,  on 
this  day.  The  poor  creatures 
were  dreadfully  agitated^  and  dis- 
played every  symptom  of  terror. 
After  the  warrant  for  their  execu- 
tion had  been  read  by  the  sheriff, 
they  were  dragged  rather  than  led 
upon  the  scaffold,  and  placed  by 
the  executioner  on  the  drop.  They 
then  seemed  quite  aware  of  the 
fate  which  was  overhanging  them, 
and  Wang  Nucha  made  violent 
protestations  in  his  own  language, 
against  the  sentence.  It  seemed 
^uite  evident,  from  the  remarks 
and  conversation  of  the  other  na- 
tives, many  of  whom  witnessed  the 
execution,  that  they  were  aware 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  crimi- 
nals ;  and  agreed  generally  in  the 
justice  of  the  sentence;  and  it 
may  be  hoped  that  the  example 
thus  shewn  will  be  of  use  in  pro- 
tecting the  lives  of  settlers.  The 
whole  tribe  to  which  the  unfortu- 
nate men  belonged,  appeared  to 
sympathize  deeply  in  their  fate, 
and  bewailed  it  with  tears  and 
piteous  lamentations. 

Murder  and  Arson.— About 
twelve  o'clock  on  Monday  night 
the  inhabitants  of  Prince's-street, 
Leicester-square,  were  thrown  into 
a  state  of  considerable  alarm,  in 
consequence  of  loud  screams  of 
*'  Fire,"  which  proceeded  from  the 
bouse  of  Mr,  Robert  Westwoodi 
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a  watch  and  clockmaker,  of  No.  35^ 
in  the  abore  street;  the  alarm 
was,  however,  greatly  increased 
when  it  was  discovered  that  Mr. 
Westwood  had  been  most  brutally 
murdered,  and  his  mangled  re* 
mains  partially  consumed  by  the 
fire.  It  appeared  that  some  years 
since,  the  house  of  Mr.  Westwood 
was  burglariously  entered,  and 
property  to  a  considerable  amount 
stolen,  for  which  offence  a  person 
was  subsequently  executed  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  Since  that  period 
Mr.  Westwood  had  slept  down 
stairs,  in  a  room  at  the  back  of 
the  shop,  with  a  view  to  its  better 
security.  But  Mrs.  Westwood, 
having  been  ill,  was  at  the  time  in 
question  sleeping  up  stairs.  On 
Monday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
Mrs.  Westwood  retired  to  bed, 
leaving  the  deceased  in  the  par- 
lour 3  about  \^hich  time  M.  Ge- 
rard, a  French  genlleman,  who 
occupied  apartments  in  the  house, 
returned  home,  and  was  let  in  by 
the  female  servant,  who,  as  usual, 
fastened  the  door  for  the  night,  and 
then  went  up  stairs  to  bed.  Some 
time  after  she  was  in  bed,  Mrs. 
Westwood  fancied  she  heard  a 
sort  of  scuffling  in  the  passage* 
In  a  minute  afterwards  she  heard 
a  loud  groaning,  which  greatly 
alarmed  her,  and  her  fright  was 
increased  by  hearing  the  street- 
door  slam  to.  Mrs.  Westwood 
instantly  called  the  servant,  who 
speedily  ran  down  stairs,  and  on 
entering  the  parlour  was  almost 
suffocated  by  a  dense  smoke,  but 
did  not  discover  any  fire.  She 
then  proceeded  to  the  street-door, 
on  opening  which  she  saw  a  gen- 
tleman pass  by,  and  she  requested 
him  to  call  out  "  Fire."  On  the 
alarm  being  given,  several  engines 
shortly  arrived,  and  speedily  suc- 
ceeded in  extinguishing  the  fire. 


On  entering  the  room  in  which 
Mr.  Westwood  usually  slept,  th« 
bed  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire, 
and  the  unfortunate  man  himself 
lying  on  the  floor  partly  burnt, 
and  his  throat  dreadfully  cut  in 
two  or  three  places.  A  most 
severe  contused  wound  was  also 
discovered  on  the  right  temple 
immediately  over  the  eye,  evi- 
dently inflicted  by  some  heavy 
blunt  instrument.  On  searching 
the  house,  an  iron  window-weighty 
measuring  in  length  about  twelve 
or  fourteen  inches,  and  weighing 
between  five  and  six  pounds,  was 
discovered  in  the  passage  leading 
to  the  street-door.  On  examining 
this  a  few  hairs  were  discovered 
on  one  of  its  ends,  and  there  seems 
to  be  not  the  slightest  doubt  but 
the  wound  over  the  eye  was 
inflicted  by  this  instrument,  which 
must  have  been  taken  into  the 
house  by  the  murderer,  as  no  per- 
son in  the  house  had  ever  seen  it 
before.  On  further  examination, 
a  table  knife  was  found  in  a 
drawer  in  a  sideboard  in  the  par- 
lour, the  blade  of  which  was  much 
stuioed  with  bloody  and  which 
bore  evident  marks  of  having  been 
wiped. 

The  servant  stated  that  when 
she  admitted  M.  Gerard,  the 
lodger,  she  secured  the  door  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  that  when 
she  went  to  give  the  alarm  it  was 
unfastened  and  merely  upon  the 
latch.  The  only  persons  in  the 
house  at  the  time  were  the  de- 
ceased, Mrs.  Westwood,  the  ser- 
vant, and  M.  Gerard. 

The  deceased  when  found  had 
the  whole  of  his  clothes  on,  and 
was  in  the  same  state  as  when  last 
seen  alive  by  his  family;  his 
clothes  were  much  burnt  on  the 
left  side,  as  was  his  head.  The 
unfortunate  man  was  in  the  fifty <p 
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fifth  year  of  his  age.  There  was 
an  immense  number  of  watches  in 
the  shop,  from  which  all  the  most 
valuable  had  been  selected^  and 
taken  from  different  cases;  from 
one  drawer  had  been  taken  a  box 
of  sovereigns,  and  from  another  a 
quantity  of  silver.  Some  of  the 
tool  drawers  were  also  opened  and 
their  contents  emptied  on  the 
floor. 

From  these  circumstances  it  was 
presumed  that  the  murderer  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  premi- 
ses. Not  the  slightest  clue  to 
his  discovery,  however,  was  ob- 
tained, either  at  the  examination 
which  took  place  at  the  coroners 
inquest,  or  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  coroner's  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  •'Wilful  murder 
against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown." 

8.  Queen  v.  Frost. — We  insert 
the  following  as  an  additional  il- 
lustration of  the  character  and  de- 
meanour of  an  individual  who  has 
since  become  unhappily  notorious. 
In  the  court  of  Queen's  Bench  the 
Attorney-general  moved  for  leave  to 
file  a  criminal  information  against 
John  Frost  and  John  Partridge  for 
publishing  a  placard  containing  a 
libel  reflectingon  Mr. Thomas  Phil- 
lips, jun.,  mayor  of  the  borough  of 
Newport,  Monmouthshire,  and  u 
magistrate  of  that  county.  From 
the  affidavits  it  would  appear  that 
there  had  been  serious  disturbances 
at  Newport,  in  which  persons  call- 
ing themselves  Chartists  were  con- 
cerned. Several  of  the  ringleaders 
were  taken  in  to  custody  and  brought 
before  the  magistrates,  among  whom 
was  Mr.  Phillips,  and  other  mea- 
sures were  adopted  to  prevent  other 
such  meetings.  Upon  these  pro- 
ceedings taking  place  a  placard 
was  posted  up  which  was  signed 
by  Frost,  aud  of  which  Partridge 


was  the  printer,  ^he  parts  of  the 
placard  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
attention  were  these:-— **  One  of 
the  most  noisy  brawlers  for  reform 
was  Thomas  Phillips,  the  mayor  of 
Monmouth,  and  this  insolent  man^ 
sprung  from  what  he  is  pleased  to 
call  the  lower  orders,  is  now  the 
roost  bitter  persecutor  of  those  who 
advocate  a  real  reform  of  the  House 
of  Commons."  In  another  part 
Frost  said,  *'On  Saturday,  when 
they  were  brought  before  this 
mayor,  I  informed  him  that  I  was 
ready  to  prove  that  they  were  in- 
nocent, and  told  him  that  he  had 
condemned  them  without  hearing 
evidence  in  their  favour.  I  said  that 
their  witnesses  were  refused  admis- 
sion into  the  room  when  the  ex- 
amination was  going  on.  He  in  a 
most  impudent  manner  refused  to 
examine  them ;  he  required  bail  to 
a  large  amount  for  their  appearance 
•at  the  quarter  sessions,  and  also  to 
be  of  good  behaviour,  and  if  bail 
had  not  been  procured,  these  in- 
nocent men  would  have  been  sent 
to  gaol."  The  most  objectionable 
part  of  the  placard,  however,  was 
the  following : — "  The  men  of  the 
north  of  England  use  language  of 
this  sort.  We  say  we  seek  for 
justice  for  ourselves  and  our  fami- 
lies; in  doing  so  we  keep  within 
the  limits  of  the  law:  if  others 
exceed  the  limits,  if  our  leading 
men  be  imprisoned,  no  violence 
having  been  committed,  why  then 
we  should  consider  that  a  coal  pit 
is  quite  as  safe  a  place  for  a  tyran< 
nical  persecutor  as  a  gaol  for  an 
innocent  Chartist/*  He  would  sub- 
mit that  this  part  contained  a  di- 
rect incentive  to  violence,  because 
there  was  more  than  a  suggestion 
to  throw  the  magistrates  into  a 
coal  pit,  of  which  there  were  many 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
placard    then   proceeded:— '* The 
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Monmoatb  magistniteff  threaten  to 
take  away  licenses  from  pnbiie* 
booses  if  Chartist  meetings  be  held 
in  those  houses.  Here  is  a  pretty 
security  for  the  public :  threaten  to 
depriFe  a  man  of  bis  livelihood  if 
lie  is  in  favour  of  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons !  Countrymen^ 
this  is  a  state  of  slavery  which  can- 
not be  longer  borne;  be  firm,  be 
peaceable^  and  our  righteous  cause 
will  succeed."  This  placard  was 
signed  by  Frost.  The  original  had 
been  seen  in  the  possession  of  Par* 
tridge,  the  manuscript  was  in  the 
handwriting  of  Frost,  and  it  was 
sworn  that  Partridge  was  the 
printer.     The  rule  was  granted. 

7.  Mail  Robbehy.— At  the 
Worship-street  office,  information 
was  given  of  a  daring  attempt  to 
rob  the  mail  between  Enfield  and 
Edmonton.  Mr.  Simpson,  employ- 
ed by  the  metropolis  road  commis- 
sioners, was  in  his  gig  on  the  road, 
on  Friday  evening,  when  he  saw 
the  postboy,  carrying  the  mail, 
struggling  with  two  men.  His 
servant  immediately  ran  to  the 
boy*s  assistance;  but  two  other 
men  joined  the  robbers,  and  beat 
Mr.  Simpson's  servant  with  heavy 
whips.  A  gentleman  coming  up 
on  horseback  just  then,  Mr.  Simp- 
son went  with  him  to  the  rescue ; 
when  the  robbers  decamped.  Two 
of  them,  however,  were  secured. 
Warrants  were  issued  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  others,  who  were 
known.  The  postboy  was  severely 
beaten,  and  much  hurt. 

9.  Burglars  Apprehended.— 
The  den  of  a  gang  of  robbers,  in 
New-street,  Tyer- street,  Vaux- 
hall,  was  broken  open  by  the  po- 
lice, and  several  of  the  gang  were 
apprehended.  A  considerable  a- 
mount  of  property  was  found  in 
the  premises,  and  one  of  the  men 
had  sixty-eight  sovereigns  in  his 


pocket :  two  trunks  full  of  skele- 
ton-keys and  various  other  imple- 
ments used  by  house-breakers,  a 
dark  lantern,  a  pistol,  and  several 
percussion- caps  were  found. 

10.  Attempt  to  enter  the 
Palace.— An  attempt  was  made 
by  a  madman,  to  force  his  way 
into  Buckingham  palace.  About 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  one 
of  the  soldiers  on  guard  in  that 
part  of  the  garden  immediately 
beneath  the  terrace  of  the  ncnrth 
wing  of  the  palace,  saw  a  man 
ascending  the  steps  of  the  ter- 
race ;  who,  when  challenged,  said 
« irs  all  right."  The  soldier,  sup- 
posing  he  was  employed  in  the 
garden  or  the  kitchen,  let  him  pass 
on.  He  then  went  towards  the 
glass  door,  leading  to  the  interior 
of  the  palace;  when  one  of  the  fe» 
male  servants  screamed  out  to  the 
soldier  to  seize  him.  He  was  im- 
mediately apprehended,  and  given 
over  to  the  custody  of  the 'police ; 
when  he  began  to  curse  the  queen 
and  apply  vile  language  to  her 
majesty— declaring  that  he  in- 
tended to  have  killed  her,  for  that 
no  protestant  ought  to  sit  on  the 
throne  of  England.  It  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  policemen  could 
hold  him,  for  he  was  a  very  mus- 
cular man,  and  quite  a  maniac. 
After  a  private  examination  at 
Bow-street,  by  Sir  Frederick  Roe, 
he  was  sent  to  Tothill  Fields, 
Bridewell. 

11.  Inquest. — An  inquest  was 
held  at  the  London  Hospital,  on 
the  corpse  of  William  Gould,  a 
groom  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Smith, 
distiller,  in  the  Mile-end  road, 
who  died  in  the  hospital  the  day 
before.  Gould  was  left  standing 
near  the  outer  gate  of  the  premises 
on  Thursday  night,  the  30th  of 
May,  by  Mr.  Smith's  coachman; 
who,  returning  in  a  few  minutes. 
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found  him  lying  on  the  ground^ 
insensible  from  the  effects  of  a  se- 
vere wound  on  the  head,  which 
bled  profusely.  Gould  was  quite 
sober,  and  was  a  man  of  temperate 
habits.  He  was  taken  to  the  Lon- 
don hospital ;  but  next  day,  being 
rather  better,  was  allowed  to  go 
home.  He  soon,  however,  return** 
ed ;  was  seized  with  erysipelas  in 
the  head,  and  died.  He  said  he 
had  been  suddenly  attacked  by 
three  Irishmen,  who,  he  supposed, 
mistook  him  for  another  person 
against  whom  they  had  a  grudge. 
Nobody  heard  any  scuffle,  or  saw 
the  attack;  though  Gould  wns 
knocked  down  in  a  public  street, 
and  immediately  under  a  gas-light. 
The  jury  directed  by  the  coroner, 
recorded  a  special  verdict,  stating 
the  facts  as  far  as  they  were  known. 

13.  Duel  between  Lord  Lon- 
donderry AND  Mr.  H.  Grattan, 
M.  P. — In  consequence  of  some 
expressions  which  were  made  use 
of  by  lord  Londonderry  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  in  reference  to  a 
speech  reported  to  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  H.  Grattan  at  a  public 
meeting  in  Dublin,  Mr.  Grattan 
addressed  a  letter  of  enquiry  to 
lord  Londonderry,  to  which  the 
following  answer  was  returned — 
"  Holdemesae-house^  June  12. 

"  Lord  Londonderry  presents  his 
compliments  to  Mr.  H.  Grattan. 
Lora  Londonderry  read  in  his  place 
in  the  House  of  Lords  an  extract 
from  the  reports  of  the  newspapers 
of  a  speech  of  Mr.  O'Connell's, 
stated  to  have  been  made  at  a  uub- 
lic  meeting  in  Dublin,  to  address 
the  queen,  in  which  accusations 
were  made  against  that  party  to 
which  lord  Londonderry  is  proud  to 
belong.  The  paragraph  lord  Lon- 
donderry cited  is  as  follows  (Mr. 
Grattan  will  see  this  from  the  page 
of  the  Morningi  Post  annexed) .— p; 


''  Mr.  Grattan  had  said  that  her 
majesty's  life  would  not  be  safe  if 
the  Tories  came  into  power;  and 
he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  declared  so- 
lemnly he  was  convinced  she  would 
not  live  six  months  if  that  event 
took  place." 

*'  Also, '  He  knew  the  Tory  par- 
ty were  capable  of  every  human 
baseness  and  ferocity.' 

*'  Lord  Londonderry  at  once  ad- 
mits, if  these  sentiments  are  accu- 
rately reported,  accusing  the  Tory 
party  of  an  intention  of  murdering 
the  queen,  he  considers  them  as 
base  and  infamous.  It  was  to  such 
accusations  lord  Londonderry's 
epithets  applied.'* 

"  To  H.  Grattan,  Esq.,  M.P., 

21 ,  Manchester-buildings, 

In  a  second  letter  Mr.  Grattan 
begged  to  say,  that  he  was  not  ac- 
countable for  any  opinion  or  ex- 
pression in  Mr.  O'Connell's 
speeches.  As  he,  Mr.  Grattan, 
had  not,  in  any  speech  of  his,  al- 
luded in  any  way  to  lord  London, 
derry,  he  requested  that  lord 
LondondeiTy  would  distinctly  say 
whether  he  intended  that  the 
words  **base"  and  ''infamous' 
should  apply  to  him. 

Lord  Londonderry  in  his  an- 
swer to  this  and  a  following  letter 
of  Mr.  Grattan 's,  contented  him- 
self with  observing  that,  unwilling 
as  he  should  be  to  affix  upon  any 
individual  the  responsibility  of 
having  uttered  such  sentiments  as 
those  reported  in  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  meeting  to  which  he 
alluded,  he  mu^t  adhere  to  the 
opinion  he  had  already  expressed, 
as  applying  to  any  individual  who 
was  prepared  to  avow  such  lan- 
guage. The  epithets  complained 
of  were  applied,  not  to  individuals, 
but  to  injurious  accusations  re- 
ported to  have  been  publicly  ut- 
tered against    a    political  body; 
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and,  since  there  was  no  disavowal  observing.      Almost   immediately 

on  Mr.  H.  Grattan's  part  of  the  after   Mrs.  Larkins's  return  from 

language  and  sentiments  reported  England^    Mr.   Larkins    behaved 

to  have  been  used^  lord  London-  with  great  unkindness  to  her,  al- 

derry  regretted  he  could  not  recede  though  I  heard  Mrs.  Larkins  pro- 

from  the  opinions  he  had  already  mise   to  forego  all  gaiety  in  the 

expressed.  way  he  wished  for.  His  unkindness 

In  consequence  of  this  corre-  consisted  in  the  tyranny  he  endea- 
spondence  a  meeting  was  arranged^  voured  to  exercise  over  the  mind 
which  took  place  on  Thursday^  the  of  his  wife^  forbidding  her  to  read 
Idth  iust.4  on  Wimbledon-common,  any  books  but  those  he  should  se- 
at three  o'clock.  On  the  signal  lect  or  approve— religious  books, 
being  given,  lord  Londonderry  re-  Mrs.  Larkins  did  not  read  novels ; 
ceived  Mr.  Grattan's  fire,  and  then  she  wished  to  read  other  literary 
fired  in  the  air.  Mr.  Bodkin,  on  works ;  but  Mr.  Larkins  considered 
the  part  of  Mr.  Grattan,  then  ex-  all  knowledge  except  that  derived 
pressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied,  from  religious  books  as  superfluous, 
and  the  affair  terminated.  Mrs.  Larkins  did  not  agree  with 

17.    Larkins  v.  Lbwis.— The  Mr.  Larkins  on  those  points.  This 

Bombay  Press  of  this  date  contains  caused  disagreements  and  alterca- 

a  report  of  the  trial  of  an  action  tions  between  them,  and  I  was 

for    damages,    brought    by    Mr.  present  at  several  of  their  quarrels. 

Larkins  against  Mr.  F.  C.  Lewis,  On  such  occasions,  Mrs.  Larkins 

for  criminal  conversation  with  Mrs.  would  so  demean  herself  as  to  pre« 

Larkins.     The  guilty  parties  had  vent  a  recurrence  of  tliem ;  but 

eloped  from  Bombay  to  Bushire  in  Mr.  Larkins  would  insist  on  Mrs. 

the  same  vessel,  ana  lived  together  Larkins  giving  her  opinion.     She 

as  man  and  wife.     The  adultery  did  so ;  which  had  a  tendency  to 

being  undisputed,  the  interest  of  create  further  discussions ;  which 

the  trial  lay  in  the  circumstances  generally  terminated  by  Mrs.  Lar- 

which  had   tempted  the  wife  to  kins  crying  and  leaving  the  room, 

abandon  her  husband  and  children.  Neither  party  recanted  the  opi- 

Mrs.  Larkins,  an  English  woman,  nions  they  had  giren.     On  other 

and  the  daughter  of  captain  An.  than  religious  subjects  Mrs.  Lar. 

drews,  was  young,  beautiful,  and  kins  and  her  husband  agreed,  but 

accomplished  ;  she  attracted  much  on  religious  ones  they  never  did. 

attention,  and  led  a  gayer  life  than  I  remember  when  Mrs.  Larkins  had 

her  husband,  who  professed  to  be  been  very  poorly  all  day :  she  lay 

^*  serious,"  approved  of.  Thisseems  on  her  couch  in  the  dressing-room, 

to   have  been  the  only  cause  of  and  was  conversing  of  her  own  fa- 

quarreL  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  portrait-  mily,  expressing  a  wish  that  Mr. 

painter,  and  employed  in  painting  Larkins  possessed  but  half  the  af- 

Mrs.  Larkins.     This  is  the  state-  fection  for  her  her  brother  had. 

ment  of  the  lady's  maid— -'M  left  Mr.  Larkins   observed,    that    he 

England  with  Mrs.  Larkins,  and  knew  Mrs.  Larkins  thought  him^  a 

from  her  arrival  in  Bombay  until  fool,  and  that  he  had  heard  while 

she  left  it  1  lived  with  her  con**  she  was  in  England  she  had  said 

stantly.     I  am  aware  upon  what  she  did  not  care  whether  he  was 

terms  she  and  Mr.  Larkins  were,  dead  or  alive.     Mr.  Larkins,  when 

as  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  speaking  to  her  on  such  subjects. 
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expressed  himself  in  a  very  savage 
manner.  When  Mr.  and  IVlrs.  Lar- 
king disputed  on  religious  subjects^ 
he  wished  to  make  her  say,  that  she 
wished  to  die ;  but  Mrs.  Larkins 
ever  expressed  a  wish  to  live; 
Mr.  Lurkins  observing  that  her 
heart  was  estranged  from  God, 
and  that  she  preferred  living  in 
this  sinful  world  to  the  enjoyments 
of  a  future  state.  For  about  half  an 
hour  Mrs.  Larkins  was  in  hysterics 
after  she  left  the  room.  The  dis- 
cussion was  kept  up  until  she  left  it." 
Mrs.  Dickinson,  wife  of  colonel 
Dickinson,  thought  that  Mr.  Lar- 
kins and  his  lady  lived  happily 
together;  and  described  Mr.  Lar- 
kins as  not  particularly  austere, 
though  more  serious  than  he  once 
was.  "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkins  re« 
sided  with  me  for  some  time.  They 
did  not  appear  as  public  professors 
of  religion.  Mr.  Larkins  was  not 
particularly  fond  of  gaiety,  but 
always  entered  into  any  thing  that 
was  proposed.  They  certainly  lived 
on  terms  of  happiness  together; 
and  Mrs.  Larkins  was  very  anxious 
about  the  state  of  Mr.  Larkins's 
health.  The  last  time  I  saw  Mrs. 
Larkins  was  at  her  own  house, 
about  a  month  previous  to  her  leav- 
ing Bombay;  I  dined  and  spent 
the  evening  there,  and  observed 
nothing  particular  in  the  conduct 
of  either.  Mr.  Lewis  was  not  there 
on  that  evening.  Mrs.  Larkins, 
I  should  say,  is  an  accomplished 
woman,  and  I  think  more  so  than 
the  generality  of  ladies:  her  society 
was  courted,  and  she  was  con- 
sidered an  attractive  person,  and 
consequently  admired.  Mrs.  Lar- 
kins sung  very  well.  Never  ob- 
served anjr  thing  extraordinary  on 
Mr.  Larkins's  part  when  she  sang. 
Never  obs3rved  any  rude  display 
of  temper  on  Mr.  Larkins's  part 
when  gentlemen  addressed  Mrsu 


Larkins.  I  regretted  that  I  did  not 
see  more  of  them,  as  formerly." 

Mr.  George  Smith  King's  evi- 
dence showed  that  Mrs.  Larkins 
and  her  seducer,  Mr.  Lewis,  were 
in  the  habit  of  taking  part  in 
religious  meetings.  ''  I  had  often 
met  Mrs.  Larkins  when  meetings 
of  that  nature  were  held  at  Mr. 
Larkins's  house.  She  invariably 
attended  them,  and  joined  in  the 
devotional  exercises  of  the  evening ; 
and  it  struck  me  she  entered  into 
them  with  pleasure.  I  know  Mr. 
Lewis ;  repeatedly  met  him  at 
Mr.  Larkins's  house,  and  was  on 
intimate  terms  with  him.  Has  met 
Mr.  Lewis  at  prayer-meetings  held 
at  Mr.  Parish's  and  Mr.  Larkins's. 
He  was  in  the  constant  habit  of 
attending  those  at  the  latter  per- 
son's house.  The  last  meeting 
held  at  Mr.  Larkins's  was  on  the 
Saturday  before  Mr.  Lewis  and 
Mrs.  Larkins  eloped.  He  was  there. 
The  meeting  generally  assembled 
at  seven  and  closed  about  nine. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkins  and  myself 
sometimes  took  upon  ourselves  to 
expound  scripture.  The  defendant 
joined  in  the  devotional  exercises 
of  that  evening.  Mr.  Larkins's 
motive  in  inviting  Mr.  Lewis  to 
attend  these  meetings,  I  understood 
to  be  with  the  view  to  incite  Mrs. 
Larkins  to  withdraw  herself  more 
from  gay  society.  Mr.  Lewis  told 
me  the  reason  why  he  courted 
religious  society  was,  that  he  re- 
ceived more  real  kindness  at  their 
hands  than  from  other  portions  of 
the  community.  I  should  say  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkins  lived  hap- 
pily. When  visiting  there,  I  gene- 
rally had  dinner,  and  remained 
dunng  the  evening.  My  visits 
were  not  so  frequent  after  Mr. 
Lewis  went  to  reside  at  Mr.  Lar- 
kins's. Mr.  Larkins  was  not  parti- 
cularly austere  with  Mrs.  Larkins^ 
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and  I  should  add  that  Mr.  LarkiDS 
was  a  very  fond  and  indulgent 
husband.  I  was  invited  to  dine  at 
Mr.  Larkins's  the  day  Mr.  Lewis 
and  Mrs.  Larkins  eloped.  I  arrived 
at  Mr.  Larkins's  house  about  six 
o'clock.  On  entering  the  dining- 
room^  Mr.  Larkins  said,  '  King, 
they're  gone.'  Mr.  Larkins  was 
extremely  excited,  and  I  then 
thought  he  had  lost  his  reason. 
I  remained  there  the  whole  of  the 
night  at  Mr,  Larkins's  request, 
and  stayed  there  for  a  fortnight. 
During  that  time,  most  of  his  con- 
versation was  about  his  wife.  Mr. 
Larkins  was  very  ill  for  the  first 
three  or  four  days  after  the  occur- 
rence." 

The  rev.  George  Candy  said,  **  I 
have  been  on  intimate  terms  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkins  sinoe  De- 
cember 1837.  I  generally  attended 
a  Saturday  evening  meeting  at 
their  house,  and  I  once  spent  a  week 
there.  I  had  sufficient  oppoiv 
tunities  of  judging  that  they  lived 
happily  together.  Mr.  Larkins  ap- 
peared to  be  a  kind  and  indulgent 
husband.  I  never  saw  any  thing 
to  the  contrary.  There  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  any  kind  of  re« 
straint  was  placed  on  Mrs.  Larkins 
by  her  husband  :  she  was  ever 
cheerful.  1  have  been  frequently 
present  at  devotional  exercises  in 
their  company,  and  the  part  she 
took  in  them  was  not  that  of  a 
person  labouring  under  any  re« 
straint.  In  fact,  Mrs.  Larkins 
always  took  part  in  religious  con* 
versa  t  ions." 

Other  witnesses  gave  similar 
testimony.  Letters  from  Mrs. 
Larkins  to  Mr.  Lewis  were  read: 
they  were  written  in  a  very  tender 
strain.  She  entreated  him  to  hasten 
their  departure  from  the  *'  inhos- 
pitable and  never. to-be  endured 
residence  of  her  husband." 


The  jur]f  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  2,000  rupees  dam« 
ages:  the  damages  had  been  laid 
at  50,000. 

20.  Dreadful  Thunder* 
STORMS  AND  Loss  OP  LiFB.«-«>The 
city  of  Worcester  and  its  neigh, 
bourhood  were  visited  about  this 
time  by  several  severe  thunder- 
storms. The  first  commenced  about 
half-past  one  o'dook  on  the  20th, 
and  lasted  two  hours.  At  its  height 
the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  accom- 
panied with  showers  of  hailstones 
of  immense  size,  which  laid  large 
tracts  of  grass  and  did  very  cod«i 
siderable  damage  to  the  crops.  At 
Stourbridge  the  quantity  of  rain 
which  fell  m  the  time  was  immense: 
all  the  streets  presented  the  ap« 
pearance  of  a  rapid  river,  several 
walls  wer9  washed  down,  and  every 
green-house  and  hot* house  in  the 
neighbourhood  suffered.  At  Poww 
ick,  the  electric  fluid,  accompanied 
by  an  appalling  explosion,  struck 
the  churcli,  and  cracked  and  dam- 
aged the  walls.  A  few  days  after, 
Mr.  Mitton,  of  the  old  Housefarm^ 
near  Worcester,  lost  his  life  under 
the  following  circumstances;-— 
His  son,  a  child  about  seven  years 
of  age,  had  gone  into  the  field  with 
a  person  who  was  fetching  the  cows 
to  be  milked,  when  another  violent 
storm  coming  on,  Mr.  Mitton  re^ 
marked  to  his  wife  that  the  child 
would  get  wet,  and  immediately 
put  a  halter  upon  the  pony  and 
rode  off  to  bring  back  the  child, 
but  in  passing  through  the  second 
field  from  his  house,  both  he  and 
the  pony  were  struck  dead  by  the 
electric  fluid. 

—  Accident  on  the  Thames. 
'—In  consequence  of  a  violent  gale 
of  wind  from  the  n.  e.  causing  an 
unusual  swell  of  the  river  at  the 
time  the  tide  was  coming  up,  several 
melancholy  accidents  to^k  place, 
G2 
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and  no  less  than  seven  individuals 
lost  their  lives.  Shortly  after  eleven 
o'clock  on  Thursday  night,  loud 
cries  for  help  were  heard  by  a 
waterman  at  Chelsea-reach,  who 
immediately  put  off  in  a  boat,  and 
on  rowing  into  the  centre  of  the 
stream  below  Battersea-bridge> 
found  a  wherry  bottom  upwards, 
and  two  persons  clinging  to  it, 
whom  they  instantly  conveyed  on 
shore.  These  had  not  been  long 
rescued  before  fresh  cries  of"  help" 
were  heard  from  the  direction  of 
the  Red-house,  and  a  gentleman 
was  seen  struggling  and  buffeting 
with  the  stream,  who  ultimately 
got  on  shore  on  the  Surrey  side. 
When  sufficiently  recovered,  he 
stated  that  his  name  was  Latham, 
and  that  he  had  been  up  the  river 
in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  in 
a  wherry  with  Mr.  Henry  Rush, 
son  of  the  Rev.  John  Rush,  vicar 
of  Chelsea  old  church,  and  Mr. 
R.  W.  Fry,  of  the  Chancery  Re- 
gistry-office, both  of  whom  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  were 
drowned.  A  number  of  men  were 
in  consequence  employed  in  drag- 
ging that  portion  of  the  river,  and 
Mr.  Rush's  body,  together  with 
that  of  a  gentleman  named  Graham, 
belonging  to  the  Ordnance-office, 
and  that  of  a  Mr.  Lambe,  who  had 
also  been  drowned,  were  picked  up. 
Three  other  gentlemen  in  the  same 
boat  with  Mr.  Lambe  also  perished. 
—  Trial  of  Mackenzie-— 
America. — ^The  New  York  papers 
of  this  date  report,  at  considerable 
length,  the  trial  of  the  notorious 
William  L.  Mackenzie,  at  Canan. 
daigua,  for  the  alleged  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  matter  of  setting  on  foot, 
at  Buffalo,  a  military  expedition 
against  the  English  possessions  in 
Canada,  better  known  as  the  Navy 
Island  expedition.   The  trial  lasted 


during  the  whole  of  the  first  day 
and  part  of  the  second.  Mac« 
kenzie  defended  himself:  his  ad- 
dress to  the  jury  occupied  not  less 
than  eight  hours.  Judge  Thomp- 
son charged  the  jury,  who,  after  a 
deliberation  of  half  an  hour,  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  Guilty,  The 
prisoner  heard  the  verdict,  which, 
it  is  said,  was  contrary  to  his  ex- 
pectation, without  apparent  emo- 
tion. I'^e  court  sentenced  him  to 
eighteen  months  imprisonment  in 
Munroe  county  gaol.  Several  other 
persons  had  been  tried  for  a  similar 
offence,  some  of  whom  were  found 
guilty,  and  others  acquitted. 

—  Execution  in  Sydney.— 
Late  accounts  from  Sydney  men- 
tion the  execution  of  seven  men, 
part  of  a  gang  who  murdered  a 
party  of  thirty  natives — men,  wo- 
men, and  children— under  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  atrocity.  They 
had  all  of  them  been  convicts,  and 
were  employed  in  looking  after 
cattle.  In  revenge  for  the  loss  of 
some  cattle,  supposed  to  have  been 
speared  by  the  natives,  they  re- 
solved to  extirpate  all  they  could 
find.  They  fastened  the  poor 
creatures  together  with  ropes,  and 
then  hacked  them  to  pieces  with 
knives  and  cutlasses:  they  after- 
wards made  a  fire  of  the  mangled 
limbs,  and  burned  the  bones.  The 
murder,  however,  was  discovered ; 
and  after  several  months  had 
elapsed,  (for  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted in  June  1838,)  seven  of  the 
ruffians  were  seized ;  and  though 
acquitted  by  one  jury,  were  found 
guilty  on  a  second  trial,  and 
hanged.  Many  persons  in  Sydney, 
it  is  said,  expressed  resentment 
that  Englishmen  should  be  hanged 
merely  for  killing  '^a  few  black 
cannibals." 

21.  Death  by  Dbowning.—- 
Considerable      excitement      wa9 
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created  at  Rugeley  &nd  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  consequence  of  the 
dead  body  of  a  female  being  found 
at  ^ve  o'clock  in  the  mornings  in 
the  Trent  and  Mersey  canal^  at  a 
place  called  Brindley's-bank,  near 
the  aqueduct  at  Colton,  supposed 
to  have  been  murdered  by  some 
part  of  the  crew  of  one  of  Pick- 
ford's  boats^  by  which    she  was 
travelling    as   a  passenger    from 
Preston  Brook  to  London.    The 
unfortunate  deceased  was    about, 
thirty  years  of  age,  of  small  8ta« 
ture,  and  not  of  unprepossessing 
appearance.     From  letters  found 
in  her  trunks,  it  seems  that  she 
was  married   to  a  person  named 
Collins,  residing  at  No.  10,  Edge* 
ware-road ;  that  she  was  on  her 
way  to  join  her  husband  in  Lon- 
don.   It  would  seem  that  she  chose 
the   canal    conveyance   in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  low  state   of 
her  funds.     From  circumstances 
which  transpired  at.  the  coroner's 
inquest,    two  boatmen,     George 
Thomas  and  William  Ellis,  were 
taken  into  custodj^nd  tried  at  the 
ensuing  Stafford  assizes,    on  an 
indictment,  charging  them   with 
ravishing    the    unhappy   woman^ 
and  James  Owen,  the  captain,  was 
likewise  tried  for  aiding  and  abet- 
ting the  two  firmer.     A  second 
indictment  charged  them  with  the 
murder  of  the.  deceased.     It  was 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  several 
lock-keepers,  that  the  poor  woman 
had  complained  of  the  conduct  of 
the  prisoners,  who  she  said  '<  were 
getting  drunk,  and  she  was  afraid 
they   would    meddle  with    her." 
Thomas  was  heard  to  make  use  of 
beastly  language  to  her.    She  was 
seen  afterward  weeping  and  sharp- 
ening a  small  pocket  knife.     One 
of  the  prisoners  cursed  her  eyes. 
The  prisoner,  Thomas,  came  on 
Ixmrd  and  aaid,  .'^Tbat  they  bad 


got  a  woman  on  board  who  was 
going  to  London,  and  that  he'd  do 
S)r  her  to-night  or  burk  her." 

James  Mills,  keeper  of  the  Hoo- 
mill  lock,  said  that  he  was  alarmed 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  by 
the  cries  of  some  one  in  distress. 
He  went  to  the  window  and  saw 
three  men  on  the  lock-side  and  u 
woman  on  the  cabin.  She  got  off 
the  boatTand  asked  for  her  shoes. 
They  said  '*  She  was  a  passenger 
and  had  got  a  husband,  and  that 
she  had  been  in  the  canal/'  Her 
legs  were  hanging  down  the  cabin^ 
and  one  of  them  tried  to  pull  her 
down,  and  she  said  "  Don't  tempt 
me ;  I'll  not  go  in  there." 

William  Harrison  deposed,  that 
Ellis  had  said  to  him,  '*  D  -»n  the 
woman,  she  had  a  mind  to  drown 
herself,  never  mind  her."  Owen 
was  there,  and  said  ''  He  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  her,  he 
was  afraid  she  had  drowned  her- 
self. Thomas  ravished  and  mur- 
dered her," 

Henry  Sketchley  said  that,  on 
the  22d,  he  heard  Thomas  say, 
^*  that  Owen  murdered  the  woman. 
She  cried  out,  oh !  my  Collins,  my 
husband,  my  Collins.  I  will  jump, 
give  me  my  shoes."  Owen  said, 
•*  You  old  cow,  if  you  do  not 
jump,  I'll  push  you  off." 

The  depositions  of  the  prisoners 
were  read,  inculpating  each  other 
to  a  certain  extent;  but  all  say* 
ing  that  they  knew  nothing  about 
how  the  deceased  came  into  the 
canal. 

No  more  evidence  was  given^ 
and 

Mr.  Justice  Williams  directed 
an  acquittal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ludlow  produced 
an  affidavit  of  a  felon,  convicted 
at  the  present  assizes  of  bigamy, 
deposing  that  Owen  had  made  a 
confession  to  him  of  th«  entiro 
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transaclioii ;  upon  which  the  in- 
dictment for  murder  was  post- 
poned till  the  next  assises^ 

22.  Trial  for  Libbl.  — The 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  en- 
gaged for  two  days  in  trying  an  ac* 
tion  for  libel,  between  Mr.  Charles 
Ventris  Field  and  Mr.  Austin, 
both  medical  men,  residing  in  the 
parish  of  Rotherhithe.  Mr.  Field, 
the  plaintiff,  had  been  practising 
there  for  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years,  Mr.  Austin,  the  defendant, 
was  a  much  younger  man,  and 
had  only  been  in  practice  four 
years ;  he  had,  however,  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  obtain  the  situa- 
tion of  medical  officer  to  the  board 
of  guardians  superintending  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Rotherhithe.  It  appeared 
that  in  1838,  an  anonymous  let- 
ter had  been  sent  to  the  poor  law 
commissioners  to  the  effect,  that 
a  poor  woman  of  the  name  of  Daly, 
upon  being  taken  in  labour,  had 
not  received  proper  care  and  at* 
tendance  from  the  defendant.  An 
inquiry  into  the  case  was  instituted 
before  the  board  of  guardians,  and 
the  result  was,  that  they  considered 
there  was  no  substantial  ground  for 
the  complaint,  and  they  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  defendant.  The  letter 
was  so  spelt  as  to  lead  to  the  infe- 
rence, tnat  it  came  from  a  person 
in  a  humMe  station  in  life.  Mr. 
Austin,  however,  charged  Mr. Field 
with  being  the  author  of  it  5  and 
without  any  communication  with 
the  plaintiff,  he  addressed  letters, 
containing  the  gravest  charges,  to 
each  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
and  amongst  other  respeetabJe  pei^* 
sons  IB  the  neighbouniood,  to  the 
elergyman  of  the  parish.  This  cir- 
cular was  dated  from  theresidenee 
of  the  defendant,  '^  61,  Paradise- 
etreet,  Rotherhithe/'  end  was  sign- 


ed by  him.  It  was  as  follows : — 
"  Oct.  5,  1838.  Sir,— You  have 
probably  heard  that  a  complaint 
was  made  to  the  poor  law  com- 
missioners against  me;  as  parochial 
surgeon,  fbr  neglect  of  duty  j  but, 
as  1  fear  that  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiry into  the  truth  of  the  charge, 
and  the  name  of  the  reporter  of  it 
may  not  be  so  generally  known  as 
the  complaint  itself,  I  presume  to 
fbrward  an  account  of  it  to  you.*' 
Here  followed  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  guard- 
ians and  the  result  of  their  inquiry, 
which  we  have  before  mentioned. 

The  letter  proceeded  in  these 
terms :— "  Now,  sir,  with  respect 
to  the  individual  who  has  con- 
sidered himself  called  on  to  make 
this  attempt  to  do  me  a  serious 
injury  in  your  estimation  and  that 
of  my  fellow-parishioner^  of  whom, 
1  may  say,  it  is  of  great  conse- 
quence to  me  that  I  should  have 
tne  good  opinion,  you  will  natu- 
rally ask  if  any  act  or  acts  of  mine 
could  warrant  such  treatment  ?  I 
distinctly  answer.  No ;  in  fact,  my 
silence  in  the  case  of  a  murderous 
operati(m  performed  by  him  on  a 
Mrs.  Mason,  in  Staple*s-rent8,  has 
been  the  means  of  screening  him 
probably  from  a  criminal  proceed- 
iDg->certain]y  from  universal  dis- 
gust and  the  opprobium  of  every 
medical  man  ;  nor  is  this  a  solitary 
instance  of  his  malpractice.  Git 
his  character,  I  should  say  that  he 
was  shunned  and  avoided  by  every 
medical  man  as  a  dangeroiis»  igno- 
rant, presuming  fool,  andcowwdly 
poltroon.  This  animal  answers  to 
the  name  el  Charles  Ventris  Field, 
and  he  lives  in  Paradiae-row." 

Mr.  Austin  bad  enclosed  one  of 
those  letters  to  Mr.  Field  himself, 
with  an  envelqie  coataining  the 
following  terms :— '^  Get  8, 18SS. 
Sir«-->In  all  my  tauMactione  I 
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like  to  act  openly  and  gentlemanlv, 
and  not  to  do  things  sneakingly 
like  vou.  I  havei  therefore^  en^ 
closed  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
board  of  guardians  concerning  year 
late  handsome  treatment  of  me. 
Your  obedient  sertant^  (Signed) 
Edward  V.  Austen." 

The  publication  of  the  libel^  and 
the  sending  the  copy  of  it  to  each 
member  of  the  board  of  guardidns^ 
was  admitted  by  the  defendant ;  as 
was  also  the  sending  a  copy  of  it  to 
the  plaintiff  in  the  envelope  abov6- 
mentioned* 

In  justification  of  it  the  defend'^ 
ant  pleaded)  in  the  first  place^ 
that  Mr.  Field  had  used  expres- 
sions respecting  the  case  of  Daly^ 
which  had  induced  him  to  believe 
that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
anonymous  letter.  With  respect 
to  the  charge,  that  the  plaintiff 
had  performed  a  "  murderous  ope-^ 
ration  ;"  Mr.  Austen  alleged  that 
Mr.  Field  did  perform}  on  a  woman 
named  Elizabeth  Mason,  an  opera- 
tion, in  consequence  of  which  she 
died,  and  upon  which,  if  a  criminal 
prosecution  had  followed,  he  would 
perhaps  have  been  convicted  of  felony 
and  manslaughter,  and  thereupon 
he  would  be  completely  *'  shunned 
and  avoided  by,  and  have  procured 
the  universal  disgust  and  appro- 
brium  of  every  medical  man." 
The  next  plea  had  reference  to  the 
terms,  '^  Nor  is  this  a  solitary  in- 
stance of  his  malpractice;"  and  it 
set  forth  two  cases  of  one  woman, 
and  the  cases  of  four  other  women, 
all  midwifery  cases^  in  which  it 
alleged  that  the  plaintiff  had  ex- 
hibited gross  want  of  skill  and 
attention. 

It  appeared,  however^  that  the 
earliest  of  the  cases  set  forth  in 
the  plea  was  fourteen  years  ago> 
in  1825^  and  with  tegard  toner 


the  plea  was  not  very  likely  io  be 
made  out>  for  in  1826  the  same 
poor  Woman  employed  the  plaintiff 
again. 

The  defendant  still  further  jus- 
tified the  term!  '^cowardly  pel* 
troooj"  by  alleging  that  the 
plaintiff  had  reeeived  A  personal 
insult  from  a  medical  man  named 
Murdock,  which  he  did  not  resent* 

In  behalf  of  the  plaintiff^  several 
eminent  fmctitionert  deposed  ihat 
the  plaintiff  in  their  opinion  pos- 
sessed the  ''average  quantity  df 
knowledge."  Sir  Bi  Brodie,  Dr. 
Blundelii  and  Mr.  Tvrreli  hUd 
known  him  professionally  for  some 
years,  and  conferred  with  him  in 
cases  of  obstetric  and  general  sur^^ 
gery,  and  had  not  found  any  de«- 
fioiency  in  him. 

Mr.  R.  Fi  Barry  was  the 
plaintiff's  Assistant  for  about  four 
years;  left  him  in  1837;  pUinUff 
had  a  very  extensive  practice  in 
midwifery*  He  only  remembered 
being  present  with  the  plaintiff  at 
two  cases  of  that  nature^  and  then 
plaintiff  used  instruments;  they 
were  difficult  cases*  ReUiembered 
Mrs.  Mason.  In  May,  1835,  went 
to  her  in  Mr.  Fields  absence. 
Subsequently  returned  home,  and 
went  in  the  evening  with  Mr. 
Field.  The  operation  commonly 
called  ''  tapping"  was  performed 
upon  Mrs.  Mason.  Her  abdomen 
was  considerably  enlarged.  He 
considered  it  to  be  a  case  of  ovarian 
dz'op.sy ;  Mrs.  Mason  said  that  the 
plaintiff  had  relieved  her  before^ 
and  she  thought  mere  of  his  skill 
than  of  other  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  toe  operation  was 
performed  precisely  in  the  same 
way  as  he  had  since  seen  it  p^r« 
formed  at  the  hospitals;  the  in- 
strument was  inserted  a  little 
below  the  naval ;  a  brother  of  Mr. 
Field  was  present*    Afterwards  a 
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person  came  to  the  surgery,  and 
spoke  of  a  post  inortem  examina- 
tion, but  wnether  Mr.  Field  was 
invited  or  not  he  did  not  know. 
Mr.  Field  attended  the  woman 
under  an  order  from  the  parish. 
When  the  operation  was  performed 
water  did  not  follow  the  instru- 
ment ;  it  was  a  brown  viscid  sub- 
stance ;  he  supposed  it  to  be  the 
contents  of  the  ovarium  5  about 
two  ounces  of  that  substance  were 
taken  from  her.  There  was  no 
difference  in  the  operation,  or  fluid 
which  followed,  from  what  he  bad 
since  seen  at  the  hospitals.  He 
had  seen  four  similar  cases,  in  all 
of  which  the  patients  died  ;  and 
in  one  of  them  Mr.  Liston^  of 
University  College,  operated.  The 
fluid  in  this  case  very  much  re- 
sembled coffee-grounds. 

Sir  B.  Brodie  said,  that  in  ova- 
rian dropsy  the  fluid  was  very  dif- 
ferent in  different  cases ;  the  colour 
might  resemble  coffee-grounds. 
Tapping  should  always  be  resorted 
to  when  the  patient  was  in  danger 
of  dying  from  suffocation,  and  no 
one  could  judge  of  that  who  did 
not  see  the  patient.  For  insert- 
ing the  instrument  some  way  be- 
low the  navel  was  the  ordinary 
place.  Dropsy  generally  proved 
fatal.  He  only  knew  of  one  in- 
stance of  recovery,  which  was  the 
case  of  a  young  lady,  who  was 
thrown  violently  from  her  horse. 
The  fail  ruptured  the  sac,  and  she 
recovered.  He  did  not  consider 
the  age  of  the  patient  any  objec- 
tion to  the  operation  if  she  were 
in  danger  of  suffocation.  In  a 
large  dropsy  the  patient  could  not 
be  relieved  by  taking  away  less 
than  half  a  gallon  of  fluid ;  two 
ounces  would  afford  no  relief  at 
all.  Death  would  not  be  likely  to 
ensue  from  the  operation ;  but  if 
the  colon  were  pierced  it  would 


ultimately,  though  not  imme- 
diately. If  there  were  an  ovarian 
cyst,  and  the  patient  were  punc- 
tured very  high  in  the  abdomen, 
the  instrument  would  wound  the 
colon.  The  operation  ought  only, 
as  a  general  thing,  to  be  resorted 
to  when  the  difliculty  of  breathing 
is  sreat. 

In  these  opinions  the  other  me- 
dical witnesses  concurred. 

Mr.  Barry  having  been  recalled, 
said  that  the  difliculty  of  breathing 
was  the  most  urgent  symptom  in 
Mrs.  Mason's  case. 

In  support  of  the  justification 
set  up  by  the  defendant. 

The  nurse  who  had  attended  Mrs. 
Mason,  and  one  or  two  of  her  neigh  - 
hours,  described  the  symptoms  and 
circumstances  of  her  case.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  swelling  of  the 
abdomen  had  been  gradually  in- 
creasing for  two  years  prior  to  her 
death  ,*  and  that  for  the  last  three 
weeks  the  operations  of  nature  had 
been  wholly  obstructed.  Upon 
the  post  mortem  examination,  it 
seemed  evident  to  the  witnesses 
that  the  colon  had  been  punctured 
by  the  trocha  when  the  operation 
of  tapping  was  performed. 

With  respect  to  the  midwifery 
cases,  Mrs.  Jane  Smith  deposed  as 
follows  :«— In  1826, 1  was  confined 
of  my  first  child  5  Mr.  Field  was 
sent  for  at  twelve,  and  came  im- 
mediately. He  examined  me,  and 
said  he  should  not  be  wanted  till 
six  in  the  morning ;  he  was  sent 
for  at  six  o'clock,  and  came ;  the 

gains  had  then  ceased  one  or  two 
ours ;  I  was  gasping  for  breath ; 
he  delivered  the  cnild ;  I  felt  as  if 
I  were  being  torn  to  pieces;  I 
could  not  see  whether  he  used  in- 
struments, but  the  nui*se  said  so  ; 
there  was  a  cut  over  the  right  eye 
of  the  child,  as  if  done  by  scissors ; 
afterward^  I  could  not  ^tond  up 
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for  a  month,  and  then  not  for  five 
minutes  at  a  time.  I  could  not 
do  anything,  or  pursue  my  or. 
dinary  domestic  employments  for 
three  or  four  years.  I  repeatedly 
called  for  assistance  hours  before 
Mr.  Field  came,  but  I  was  told 
that  it  was  better  to  leave  nature 
to  herself.  I  must  have  died  if  he 
had  not  come.  The  first  child 
lived  for  seven  months.  Two  out 
of  four  of  my  other  children  are 
alive  now. 

Sarah  M'lvor,  a  monthly  nurse> 
attended  a  Mrs.  Clockworthy  in 
May,  1838.  Mr.  Field  attended 
her.  Between  ten  and  eleven  she 
sent  for  him,  and  he  came  soon 
after.  The  birth  took  place  at 
half-past  eleven  on  the  next  morn- 
ing. Witness  received  the  child 
from  Mr.  Field  ;  its  head  was  very 
much  mutilated.  There  were 
large  incisions  on  the  head  and 
neck.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
blood,  but  it  was  stopped  by  the 
application  of  brandy  and  water. 
The  child  died  at  five  o'clock. 
Witness  certainly  did  not  see  in- 
struments used.  This  was  a  long 
lingering  labour.  Mrs.  Clock- 
worthy  did  very  well.  She  went 
to  church  in  three  weeks,  and  al- 
ways expressed  herself  exceed- 
ingly grateful  to  Mr.  Field.  Wit- 
ness had  heard  her  say  that  she 
would  send  to  him  again  but  for 
the  distance  to  which  she  had  re- 
moved. 

Mrs.  Everist.— -Nursed  a  Mrs. 
Bright.  She  had  a  very  good 
time.  When  Mr.  Field  came  she 
was  going  on  well.  This  was 
thirteen  years  ago.  Mr.  Field 
was  not  in  the  room  more  than 
half  an  hour.  He  said  he  had 
been  with  a  lady  who  was  to  give 
him  three  guineas,  and  he  wanted 
to  go  to  her.  I  said  I  hoped  he 
would  not  leaye^  98  the  l^bQur  was 


80  near.  I  saw  the  plaintiff  had  a 
yellow  silk  handkerchief.  I  was 
rather  fearful ;  he  sent  me  out  of 
the  room,  I  returned  in  three 
minutes  and  the  child  was  born. 
The  silk  handkerchief  was  pushed 
up  and  bound  round  his  arm  5  but 
I  never  saw  anything  in  it.  The 
cheek  of  the  child  was  cut  as  with 
a  patten,  and  there  was  a  deep  cut 
on  the  forehead.  The  wound  of 
the  cheek  was  such  as  might  be 
made  by  a  lever.  The  child  bled 
very  much.  The  tip  of  the  ear 
was  cut.  The  next  day  Mr. 
Field  called.  I  told  him  the  child 
was  very  much  cut.  He  said  he 
dare  say  he  was,  he  had  scratched 
him  with  his  thumb-nail,  after- 
wards he  said  that  he  did  use  the 
instrument  when  I  charged  him 
with  it. 

The  child  in  question  was  alive 
in  good  health. 

William  Jefford,  a  lighterman. 
—My  wife  has  had  eleven  child, 
ren.  In  1825  Mr.  Field  attended 
her.  He  has  attended  her  twice. 
The  first  child  lived  six  hours, 
and  the  next  was  liorn  dead.  I 
saw  the  child  an  hour  after  it  was 
born.  It  was  cut  on  the  neck, 
and  bled  considerably  until  it  died. 
She  had  labour  pains,  on  and  off, 
for  three  weeks.  On  the  second 
occasion  I  asked  how  it  was  she 
had  such  bad  times.  He  said  that 
he  did  not  know,  but  he  did  not 
care  about  killing  100  such  things 
to  save  the  woman.  My  wife  had 
two  children  before  Mr.  Field  at- 
tended her,  and  they  both  died  in 
the  birth, 

Mrs.  Harriet  Edmonds,  sister- 
in-law  to  Mrs.  Jefford,  stated  that 
she  saw  the  plaintiff  use  instru- 
ments. 

Dr.  Ashwell,  a  physician  and 
lecturer  on  midwifer^  at  Guy's 
^ospital«  ^  The  position  of  the 
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colon  would  depend  on  the  state 
of  the  bowels,  aud  a  prudeut  8ur« 
gcon  would  take  care  to  inquire 
u|)on  that  subject  before  be  pro- 
ceeded to  the  operation  of  tupping. 
A  man  of  moderate  attainments, 
would)  in  mj  opinion^  be  able  to 
distinguish  whether  the  disten- 
sion of  the  abdomen  resulted  from 
the  existence  of  an  ovarian  cyst  or 
the  state  of  the  bowels.  I  would 
never  perform  the  operation  of 
tapping  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, arising  from  great  diffi- 
culty of  breathing ;  I  thinks  that 
with  a  person  of  the  age  of  70, 
the  shock  of  the  operation  of 
wounding  the  colon  might  produce 
death  within  twenty  minutes ;  but 
It  is  a  vexed  question.  Constipa- 
tion for  two  or  three  weeks  would 
not,  I  think,  produce  that  diffi- 
culty of  breathing.  I  thinks  gene- 
rally, the  skilful  use  of  instru- 
ments in  midwifery,  would  not  be 
attended  with  laceration  of  the 
child^  but  accidentally  it  may 
happen.  I  can't  undertake  to  say 
that  instruments  might  not  have 
been  properly  used  in  these  cases. 

Several  other  medical  men  be- 
longing to  the  London  Hospitals 
gave  a  similar  opinion.  The  pro- 
fessional gentlemen  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rotherhitbe) 
called  for  the  defendant^  said^  that 
some  of  them  had  called  in  the 
plaintiff  to  assist  them  in  difficult 
cases,  and  they  could  not  say  that 
be  had  been  shunned  by  the  medi- 
cal men  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Dr.  Mnrdock,  a  physician  at 
Bermondsey^  had  had  a  personal 
quarrel  with  Mr.  Field.  He 
thought  Mr.  Field  was  considered 
an  ignorant)  dangerous  man  in 
Bermondsey  and  Rotherhithe. 
Mr.  Field  had  calumniated  him 
relative  to   his  professional  skill. 

He  did  not  atrike  Mr.  Field  bat 


put  his  hand  upon  him  and  shodc 
him.  He  pushed  the  plaintiff 
with  his  knee^  and  the  plaintiff 
tent  a  lawyer  to  him  the  next 
day.  He  (witness)  refused  t^  give 
a  written  apologyi  and  the  pro- 
ceedings dropped.  Mr.  Field 
had  told  him  that  he  used  instru- 
ments frequently  to  save  his  time* 
Waller,  the  relieriDg  (^cer, 
and  his  daughter  proved  that  the 

Slaintiff  had  said  to  them  that  the 
efendant  had  been  guilty  of  gross 
neglect ;  that  it  could  be  proved, 
that  he  was  at  home  when  ne  was 
denied  to  the  poor  woman  Daly, 
and  that  if  the  case  was  not  in- 
vestigated, the  commissioners 
should  certainly  hear  of  it,  and» 
without  a  moment's  hesitation, 
Mr.  Austen  would  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan,  in  sum- 
ming up  the  evidence  to  the  jury, 
said  that  they  were  relieved  of  all 
trouble  about  the  libel,  because 
the  defendant  had  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  the  author  of 
the  defamatory  publication  on 
which  the  action  was  founded. 
The  only  question,  therefore, 
which  they  would  have  to  deter, 
mine  was  that  raised  by  the  justi- 
fication which  had  been  placed  on 
the  record. 

If  those  pleas  were  not  snbstan- 
tially  borne  out  by  the  evidoDce, 
thej  should  find  a  verdict  for  ^e 
plaintiff. 

The  jury  retired  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  and  then  re- 
turned a  Terdict  for  the  plaiatiff. 
Damages,  100/. 

23.  Case  of  Appeal.  —  The 
important  appeal  from  Norwich 
against  the  Lord  Chancellor's  (NT- 
der  appointing  trustees  of  the 
municipal  charities,  was  decided 
in  favour  of  the  existing  trustees ; 
thus  confirming  the   present  ad«- 

minietnitioii of  tbftielMe  ofcbe* 
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rities    throughout  England    and  her  Majesty's  Packet  the  Sea  Gull. 

Wales.     The    judges  who    had  It  arrived  in  two  boxes  marked 

been   called  in  were   unanimous  B.  C,  and  numbered  18  and  19, 

in  their  opinion,  and  Lord  Wyn-  and,    according    to    instructions, 

ford  stated   his  agreement    with  they  were  immediately  forwarded 

them.      Nevertheless,    the  noble  by  the  City  of  IJmerick  steam 

and  learned   Baron  thought    Rt,  vessel  to  the  Brazilian  Company 

when  the  Lord  Chancellor  moved  at  the  Bank  of  England,  London, 

to  dismiss  the  appeal  with  costs.  The  boxes  in  question,  according 

to  move  an  amendment,    saving  to  the  manifest,  were  of  the  value 

the  appellants  from  payment   of  of  4,640/.  and  the  freight  came  to 

costs,  and  throwing  tnem  on  the  649/.    The  manifest  was  ferward« 

Norwich    charities.       The     Lord  ed  by  post,  on  the  23rd.  of  March, 

Chancellor  reserved  the  final  de-  to  Messrs.  James  Hartley  and  Co., 

cision  on   that   point    for    Lord  16,  John  Street,  Crutchedfriars, 

Brougham's  presence,     who  had  London  ;   to  whom   the  property 

attended  the  hearing.  was  in  the  first  instance  consignea. 

24.  The  Gold  Dust  Robbery.  The  letter  produced,  signed  Came 

i—This  morning  having  been  ap-  and  Co.,    and   dated   Falmouth, 

pointed  for  the  trial  of  the  parties  March  23rd,  1839,  wasaforgenrin 

charged  as  principals  and  acces-  all  its  parts;  as  was  also  the  other 

sories  in  the  above  extensive  rob-  letter    produced,    purporting  to 

bery,  the  Central  Criminal  court  be  an  order  for  the  aelivery  of  the 

was  crowded  by  persons  chiefly  of  boxes  to  William  Marsh,  £8q*,  on 

the  Jewish  persuasion  who  appear-  order. 

ed  extremely  anxious  to  witness  the  John  Moppett,  captain  of  the 

proceedings.  City  of  Limerick  steam   vessel, 

Lewin  Caspar  (clerk),  aged  24,  proved  that  he  delivered  the  two 

Ellis  Caspar,  his  father  (described  boxes  in  question  at  the  office  of 

as     a     watchmaker),     aged    55,  Messrs.  Hartley  and  Co.  at  about 

Emanuel     Moses,    alias     Money  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Mon- 

Moses  (a  licensed  victualler),  agei  day,  March  25th.,  in  the  presence 

56,  and  his  daughter,  Alice  Abra-  of  two  clerks,  named  Bristow  and 

hams,  aged   33,    were   placed  at  Felton,  who  belonged  to  the  office, 

the  bar,  the  two  first  named  pri-  and  who  took  charge  of  them. 

soners  charged  with  stealing  Icwt.  Henry  Moss,  who  was  charged 

of  gold  dust,  value  4,600/.,  the  in  the  first  instance,  as  a  principal  in 

property  of   James  Hartley  and  the  robbery,  and  was  subsequently 

Co.,  and  the  two    last  prisoners  admitted  as    a  witness    tor  the 

were  charged  with  feloniously  re-  Crown,  was  then  called  forward 

ceiving  the  same,  well  knowing  it  and  sworn.     He  stated  that  he 

to  have  been  stolen.     The  prison-  was  of   the    Jewish    persuasion, 

ers  severally  pleaded  not  guilty.  and  before  this   matter  happen- 

The  first  witness  called  was  ed,  he  was  residing  in  New- 
Mr.  William  Carne,  who  proved  street,  Mile-end-road.  He  had 
that  he  carried  on  business  at  Fal-  known  the  elder  Caspar  for  the 
mouth,  in  partnership  with  his  last  sixteen  years.  He  was  also 
brother.  On  the  18th  of  March  acquainted  with  his  son,  Lewin 
last,  they  received  a  consignment  Caspar.  The  witness  then  stated^ 
of  gold  dust  from  the  Bmih,  by  tiiat  in  the  month  of  October  lait^ 
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he  met  the  elder  Caspar  by  ap- 
pointment, and  they  went  together 
to  the  Jewish  synagogue^  where 
they  met  Lewin  Caspar.  They 
had  some  conversation  after  they 
left  the  synagogue,  and  then  Ellis 
Caspar  told  him  that  he  wanted 
him  to  do  him  a  favour.  Wit- 
ness described  several  subsequent 
interviews  which  he  had  with  both 
the  Caspars,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  younger  prisoner  told  him  that 
the  business  he  wanted  him  for 
was,  to  bring  a  letter  which  his 
father  would  give  him  to  the  office 
at  John-street^  Crutchedfriars^  and 
he  ^Lewin)  would  give  him  a  box 
which  he  was  to  take  to  his  father, 
adding,  that  he  would  meet  him  at 
some  future  time  and  make  him  a 
handsome  recom pence.  By  desire 
of  the  younger  Caspar,  who  wished 
to  see  his  handwritings  witness 
wrote  down  his  name  and  address, 
and  Lewin  Caspar  said  that  it 
would  do.  Lewin  Caspar  then 
gave  him  the  forms  of  two  letters, 
and  told  him  to  copy  them,  and  he 
also  gave  him  another  letter,  and 
told  him  to  imitate  the  writing  as 
closely  as  he  could.  This  took 
place  as  far  back  as  November, 
1838,  and  between  that  time  and 
th'e  24th  of  March,  1839,  witness 
did  not  see  the  elder  Caspar.  On 
the  day  last  mentioned,  he  met 
both  the  Caspars  in  Turner-street, 
Commercial-road,  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  they  should  meet  next 
morning  in  Mark-lane,  and  that 
Ellis  Caspar  was  to  give  witness 
a  letter,  which  he  was  to  take  to 
Lewin  Caspar  at  the  office  in 
John-street.  He  met  both  Cas- 
pars next  morning  according  to 
appointment.  Lewin  Caspar  did 
not  remain,  but  the  father  handed 
him  a  folded  letter  and  a  carpet 
bag,  telling  him  to  go  to  Messrs. 
Hartley's  officcj  and  deliver  the 


letter  to  Lewin,  who  would  give 
him  something  which  he  was  to 
put  into  the  carpet  bag,  and  he 
was  then  to  meet  him  (Ellis  Cas- 
par) at  the  Cross  Keys,  Wood- 
street,  Cheapside.  The  witness 
here  described  minutely  the  way 
in  which  he  obtained  possession  of 
the  two  boxes  of  gold  dust,  by  the 
connivance  of  the  younger  Caspar, 
upon  whose  order  they  were  oeli- 
vered  to  him.  He  put  them  in  a 
cab,  and  drove  to  the  Cross.  Keys 
Inn,  Wood  Street,  Cheapside, 
where  he  expected  to  find  the 
elder  Caspar,  but  he  was  not 
there.  The  witness  then  at 
considerable  length,  detailed  the 
fact  of  his  liaving  taken  the  boxes 
to  his  house  at  New-street,  Lou- 
don Hospital — ^his  subsequent  in- 
terview with  the  elder  Caspar,  at 
whose  suggestion  the  outer  boxes 
which  contained  the  property  were 
burnt  to  destroy  the  identity— 
his  (witnesses)  removal  to  a  lodg- 
ing in  Mansell-street,  by  the  desire 
of  Caspar  senior,  and  the  alarm 
manifested  by  the  latter,  lest  the 
officer  should  trace  the  property. 
Two  parcels  containing  the  gold 
dust  were  subsequently  removed 
to  a  house  in  Oxendon-street, 
Haymarket,  belonging  to  a  person 
named  Davis,  who  was  father  to 
witness's  wife,  and  witness  re- 
mained concealed  in  an  upper  room 
of  the  house,  where  he  remained 
until  the  property  was  conveyed 
away  in  parcels  by  Davis  and 
the  prisoner,  Mrs.  Abrahams. 
Witness  subsequently  understood 
from  Davis,  that  the  whole  of  the 
gold  dust  had  been  sold  for  2,000/. 
and  he  observed  to  Mrs.  Abrahams 
that  it  was  too  little  money  for  so 
much  gold.  The  witness  went  on 
to  state  that  he  went  to  Peckham, 
where  he  remained  concealed  for 
9,  fortnight,  and  he  was  frequeotl^r 
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visited  there  both  by  Davis  and 
Mrs.  Abndiams.  He  subsequently 
went  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  George 
Robinson,  clerk  to  Mr.  Yardley, 
an  attorney  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Hatton-garden,  where  he  met 
Mrs.  Abrahams  on  two  occasions. 
He  made  some  disclosures  to 
Robinson,  having  previously  had 
some  communication  with  the  pro- 
secutors upon  the  subject  of  the  rob- 
bery. Davis  had  previously  given 
him  15  bank  notes,  which  were 
now  in  the  hands  of  Roe  the  offi- 
cer, as  was  also  an  I  O  U  for 
1,807/.,  signed  H.  S.  but  without 
a  date. 

The  witness,  whose  examination 
in  chief  occupied  nearly  four  hours^ 
was  then  cross-examined  in  suc- 
cession by  Mr.  Serjeant  Bompas, 
Mr.  Phillips,  and  Mr.  Adolphus, 
who  failed,  however,  to  shake  his 
main  evidence.  Moss,  from  his  own 
showing,  appears  to  have  been  made 
the  dupe  and  victim  in  the  matter. 
He  declared  solemnly  that  all  he 
had  received  from  the  produce  of 
the  robbery  was  a  single  sovereign, 
and  this  he  had  to  pay  for  his 
lodging  while  out  of  the  way.  He 
further  stated  that  the  140/.  note 
and  the  I  O  U  he  had  not  in  his 
possession  more  than  ten  minutes 
before  he  delivered  them  to  Roe, 
the  officer,  they  having  been 
handed  to  him  for  the  purpose 
by  Mrs.  Abrahams.  To  explain 
this,  it  is  necessary  here  to  men« 
tion  that  after  the  officers  had 
traced  the  property  into  the  hands 
of  Moss,  and  were  in  close  pursuit 
of  him,  overtures  were  made  to 
them  to  surrender  him  (Moss),  on 
certain  conditions,  as  a  witness,  so 
as  to  ensure  the  conviction  of  the 
Caspers.  This,  however,  would 
not  be  listened  to  unless  the  re- 
ceiver was  also  given  up^  and 
finding  these  terms  would  not  be 


accepted  of,  the  parties  next  pro« 
posed  to  deliver  up  the  name  of 
the  receiver  of  the  gold,  and,  fur- 
ther, that  Moss  should  come  for- 
ward as  an  evidence  against  him ; 
that  he  should  deliver  over  to  the 
officers  140/.  in  bank  notes,  toge- 
ther with  an  I  O  U  for  1800/., 
which,  with  a  few  pounds  in  ad« 
dition,  they  declared  was  all  that 
had  been  received  from  Solomons 
for  the  whole  of  the  gold ;  and 
that  Mrs.  Abrahams  would  confirm 
this  statement,  so  as  to  ensure  the 
conviction  of  Solomons.  The  state- 
ments of  both  Mobs  and  Mrs. 
Abrahams  were  so  ingeniously 
drawn  up  as  to  lead  their  con- 
eoctors  to  conceive  that  they  would 
not  only  deceive  the  magistrates 
and  all  those  engaged  for  the  pro-i 
secution,  but  to  suppose  that  the 
parties  accused  would  be  sent  for 
trial  and  that  an  acquittal  must 
have  followed.  Solomons^  in  the 
interim,  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  Moss  gave  himself  up,  handed 
over  the  140/.  and  the  I  O  U  to 
Roe,  the  officer,  and  Mrs.  Abrahams 
was  ready  to  swear  that  both  these, 
together  with  33/.  in  addition,  was 
all  that  had  been  received  from 
Solomons  for  the  whole  of  the  gold. 
The  officers,  however,  in  the  course 
of  their  inquiry  discovered  that  the 
statements  of  both  Moss  and  Mrs. 
Abrahams  were,  for  the  greater 
part  of  them,  untrue ;  that  instead 
of  2000/.,  including  the  I  O  U  for 
1800/.,  which  the  latter  repre- 
sented was  the  whole  of  what  she 
had  received,  she  had  been  actually 
paid  1,443/.  in  cash  and  bank  notes, 
exclusive  of  the  I  O  U.  They  also 
discovered  that  her  father.  Money 
Moses,  was  deeply  implicated  in 
the  transaction,  and  the  officers, 
therefore,  look  both  father  and 
daughter  into  custody,  and  they 
were  treated  as  principals  in  the 
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robbery.  lo  order  to  ensure  the 
conviction  of  the  other  parties 
accused,  the  prosecutors  found 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  admit 
Moss  and  Solomons  as  wit- 
nesses. 

Mr.  James  Hartley,  the  pro- 
secutor, was  next  called.  ~«He 
stated  that  he  was  a  partner  in  the 
firm  trading  under  the  name  of 
James  Hartley  and  Co.^  and  re- 
sided at  present  at  No.  16,  John- 
street,  Crutched- friars.  The  firm 
had  a  vessel  called  '*  The  City  of 
Limerick"  trading  between  Dublin 
and  London,  and  it,  as  well  as  three 
other  vessels,  was  in  the  habit  of 
calling  at  Falmouth,  during  their 
voyage  to  xand  from  one  place  to 
the  other.  The  Messrs.  Carne, 
merchants  at  Falmouth,  were  corre- 
spondents of  theirs,  and  in  the  habit 
of  shipping  goods  by  their  vessels. 
The  wharf  business  of  the  company 
was  done  at  the  Dublin  steam- 
wharf,  Irongate-stairs,  but  the 
general  business  was  done  at  their 
offices,  16,  John-street,  Crutched- 
friars.  The  prisoner  Lewin  Caspar 
was  in  the  service  of  the  company 
as  general  superintendent  of  the 
business  at  a  salary  of  150/.  per 
annum,  and  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary last  he  made  an  application 
to  witness  to  have  that  salary 
increased.  This,  however,  he  (Mr. 
Hartley)  objected  to,  and  told  him, 
on  his  making  the  last  application, 
he  would  be  glad  if  he  could  better 
himself  elsewhere,  and  they  parted 
with  the  understanding  that  the 
prisoner  was  to  leave  shortly  after- 
wards. On  the  25th  of  March 
last  Mr.  Hartley  was  in  Dublin, 
and  on  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  robbery  and  his  severe  loss,  he 
left  there,  and  arrived  in  London 
on  the  evening  of  Thursday  the 
28th.  The  manifest  he  produced 
would  show  the  goods  consigned, 


and  their  destination.  It  was  dated 
Falmouth,  the  22nd  of  Mardi, 
1839,  and  contained  the  following 
entry : — '*  Two  boxes  of  gold  dust, 
value  4,640/.,  consignea  to  the 
Brazilian  Company,  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, marked  B.  C.  18  and  19." 
On  the  fly-leaf  of  this  manifest  a 
letter  was  written  by  the  Messrs. 
Carne^  and  this  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  prisoner  Caspar,  jun. 
In  the  due  course  of  business,  one 
of  the  bills  of  lading  would  be  sent 
by  post  to  the  parties  to  whom  the 
goods  were  signed,  the  other  kept 
in  the  ship's  box,  and  a  manifest 
also  forwarded  by  post  to  the  own- 
ers or  agents  for  the  vessel.  It 
was  the  duty  of  Caspar,  jun.  to  see 
that  the  goods  specified  in  the 
manifest  were  properly  delivered 
to  the  parties  to  whom  they 
were  consigned.  The  letter  wit- 
ness produced,  dated  Falmouth, 
the  8th  of  October,  1838,  had 
been  forwarded  to  his  ofBce  by 
post.  It  was  from  the  firm  oi 
Carne  and  Co.,  and  addressed  to 
*^  James  Hartley  and  Co.  16,  John- 
street,  Crutched-friars ;"  he  had 
found  it  among  others  at  his  office. 
While  in  Dublin  he  had  occasion 
to  write  to  Caspar,  and  the  letter 
then  produced  was  the  one  he  had 
forwarded  to  him  through  the  post. 
It  was  dated  Dublin,  2l8t  March, 
1839,  and  addressed  **  Mr.  Caspar, 
16,  John-street,  Crutched-friars/' 
The  order  at  the  bottom  of  the 
letter  produced  (a  forgery,  and 
which  purported  to  have  been  for- 
warded from  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Carne  at  Falmouth,)  was  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  prisoner  Caspar. 
It  was  an  order  to  Mr.  Bristow,  at 
the  wharf,  for  the  delivery  of  the 
two  boxes  of  specie  to  the  bearer. 
The  prisoner  Lewin  Caspar  had 
been  m  the  service  of  the  company 
for  about  a  year  and  ja  hiilf,  and  up 
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to  the  time  in  question  he  had  not 
the  slightest  cause  to  suspect  his 
honesty. 

James  Lea^  an  officer  of  the 
police  establishment^  deposed  that 
on  the  25th  of  March  last  the 
prisoner  Lewin  Caspar  came  to 
the  office,  and,  producing  two  let- 
ters, said  that  a  robbery  of  a  very 
serious  character  and  a  very  great 
amount  had  just  been  committed 
at  the  Dublin  steam-wharf,  near 
the  Tower.  He  said  that  the  pro- 
perty consisted  of  gold  dust^  or 
specie^  in  two  boxes,  and  that  he 
had  been  to  the  Mansion-house 
about  it^  and  that  he  wanted  his 
(Lea's)  assistance.  Lea  accord- 
ingly went  with  Caspar  to  the 
steam -wharf  at  Irongate  stairs  to 
ascertain  the  exact  description  of 
the  person  who  had  taken  the  boxes 
away^  and  after  making  some  ne- 
cessary inquiries  of  the  man  at  the 
wharf >  proceeded  with  Caspar  to 
John-street^  and  on  examining  two 
letters  there,  the  one  purporting 
to  have  been  addressed  to  James 
Hartley  and  Co.  at  that  place,  and 
the  other  to  W.  Marsh,  Esq.,  on 
the  latter  of  which  the  property 
had  been  delivered,  he  perceived 
that  the  back  or  direction  had  been 
torn  oif  the  latter,  and  he  in  con- 
sequence asked  him  how  it  hap- 
pened ?  Caspar  replied  that  he  did 
Dot  know  how  to  account  for  it,  or 
how  it  became  torn  off;  and  in 
fact,  as  he  said,  he  knew  nothing 
about  it.  He  (Caspar)  then  opened 
a  drawer,  from  which  he  took  a 
number  of  letters  from  Falmouth 
with  the  name  of  Carne  at  the 
bottom,  and  comparing  them  with 
the  two  he  had  before  described^ 
asked  him  if  the  writing  was  not 
the  same?  Lea  replied^  certainly 
not ;  that  they  were  very  different ; 
upon  which  Casper  drew  his  atten. 
tion  to  the  signatures  of  eacb^  and 


asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
them  ?  After  examining  them,  wit- 
ness observed  that  they  certainly 
were  alike ;  upon  which  the  pri- 
soner remarked  that  it  was  on  the 
faith  of  the  signature  that  he  had 
delivered  the  boxes.  He  (Lea)  again 
asked  Casper  to  state  the  pre. 
cise  circumstances  under  which  he 
had  delivered  the  property,  and 
he  replied  that  a  person  had  called 
at  the  office  and  presented  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Marsh,  but  he 
could  not  say  whether  it  was  Mr. 
Marsh  himself  or  a  person  Mr. 
Marsh  had  sent ;  and  believing  the 
signature  to  the  letter  to  be  ge- 
nuine, and  that  it  had  come  from 
the  Messrs.  Carne  of  Falmouth,  he 
wrote  an  order  at  the  bottom  to 
Mr.  Burton,  at  the  wharf,  to  have 
the  boxes  delivered  to  the  bearer. 
He  ( Lea)  then  asked  him  what  sort 
of  person  it  was  who  had  produced 
the  letter^  and  he  replied,  *^A 
person  about  my  own  height,  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  with  very  grey 
hair  and  whiskers." — Qlt  may  be 
here  remarked  that  the  height  of 
Caspar,  jun.  was  not  more  than 
five  feet  five  inches,  while  that  of 
Moss,  to  whom  the  property  had 
actually  been  delivered,  was  very 
nearly  six  feet;  that  instead  of 
sixty,  he  was  not  more  than  thirty, 
six  3  and  that  instead  of  gray,  he 
had  raven  black  hair  and  whiskers.^ 
— The  prisoner  at  the  time  further 
stated  that,  shortly  after  he  had 
given  the  order  for  the  boxes,  he 
thought  there  wassomething  wrong 
about  it^  and  he  in  consequence 
went  to  the  wharf  to  ascertain  if 
the  property  was  gone.  On  reach- 
ing the  wharf  he  found  that  the 
boxes  had  not  been  called  for  at 
that  time.  He  then  left  the  wharf, 
with  the  intention  of  going  back 
again,  and  on  his  return  in  about 
Jialf  an  hour,  he  found  that  during 
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his  absence  the  person  called  and 
took  them  away  in  a  cab.  He  (Lea) 
then  left  him  for  the  purpose,  if 
possible^  of  tracing  the  cab^  and  on 
the  same  evening,  at  about  eight 
o'clock,  he  was  at  the  coach-office, 
Lad.lane,  when  both  the  Caspars 
came  there,  the  younger  with  a 
carpet  or  travelling  bag  in  his  hand. 
Lewin  Caspar  inquired  if  the  mail 
was  gone,  and  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  proceed  to  Falmouth 
that  night  to  make  some  inquiries 
on  the  subject  of  the  robbery. 
Witness  told  him  that  the  mail  had 
been  gone  some  time,  but  that  if  he 
proceeded  to  the  railway  station, 
he  might  overtake  it  there.  Both 
the  Caspars  and  Lea  then  got  into 
a  coach  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing to  the  Southampton  railway 
station  at  Vauxhall,  and,  as  they 
were  going  along,  the  younger 
prisoner  said  that  Mr.  de  Mole  and 
Mr.  Allen  had  ordered  bills  to  be 
printed  offering  a  reward  of  500Z. 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  offend- 
ers. He  (Lea)  expressed  a  great  wish 
to  see  Mr.  de  Mole  before  the  bills 
were  printed,  and  old  Caspar  got 
out  of  the  coach  at  some  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Piccadilly  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  this  mes- 
sage to  Mr.  de  Mole.  Finding  he 
was  too  late  for  the  mail,  young 
Caspar  returned  with  him,  and,  in 
their  way  through  the  city,  they 
called  at  the  St.  Paul's  coffeehouse, 
where  he  (Lea)  made  particular  in. 
quiries  respecting  some  gentlemen 
who  had  arrived  in  town  by  the 
Falmouth  coach  on  that  morning, 
and  who  had  stopped  there,  and 
one  of  them  answered  exactly  the 
description  given  to  him  by  young 
Caspar  of  the  person  the  letter  had 
been  delivered  by.  He  saw  Caspar, 
j  u  n .  afterwards,  and  he  said  he  (  Lea) 
eould  not  do  better  than  follow  the 
scent  he  bad  got  at  the  St.  Paul's 


coffeehouse.  In  a  day  or  two  after, 
wards  witness  had  succeeded  in 
tracing  the  cabs  in  which  the  boxes 
of  gold  dust  had  been  conveyed 
from  place  to  place,  and  ultimately 
fixed  on  the  house.  No.  12,  New- 
street,  as  that  to  which  it  had  been 
taken ;  but  at  that  time  Moss  had 
removed  from  there,  and  on  ex- 
amining the  fireplace  in  the  back 
room  he  discovered  several  pieces 
of  half-burnt  wood,  and  also  a 
number  of  nails  of  a  somewhat 
peculiar  description.  Witness  was 
present  when  both  the  Caspars 
were  taken  into  custody,  and  he 
himself  apprehended  Mrs.  Moss 
and  Mrs.  Levy  in  Mansell-street. 
On  the  7th  of  May  he  (Lea)  re- 
ceived five  bars  of  gold  ftrom  John 
Deane,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Solo- 
mons, No.  53,  Strand. 

Mr.  Bult,  a  dealer  in  bullion  in 
Cheapside,  proved  that  his  partner 
and  himself  were  in  the  habit  of 
dealing  with  Solomons,  the  gold 
refiner  in  the  Strand,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  between  7,000/.  and 
10,000/.  per. annum.  The  wit- 
ness proceeded  to  state  the  fact 
of  his  having  purchased  two  bars 
of  gold  from  Solomons  on  the  24 
of  April. 

The  next  witness  called  was 
Henry  Solomons,  goldsmith  and 
refiner,  at  53,  Strand,  and  9,  Co- 
ventry-street, Haymarket,  who  was 
brought  forward  in  custody*  He 
stated  that  on  Easter  Tuesaay  last 
the  prisoner.  Money  Moses,  whom 
he  had. known  for  eight  or  nine 
years,  came  to  his  wop  in  the 
Strand,  and  said  he  wanted  to 
speak  to  him  in  private.  As  soon 
as  they  were  alone  Moses  asked 
him  if  he  would  purchase  some 
gold  dust,  and  after  some  bargain- 
ing he  agreed  to  take  thirty 
ounces,  at  the  rate  of  3/.  each. 
Moses  then  said  he  would  send  bis 
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daughter  Elsey,  ineaniDg  Mrs. 
Abrahams^  with  it  in  the  course  of 
half  an  hour ;  but,  before  leaving, 
he  said  to  witness^  ^'  Now,  remem- 
ber, you  don't  know  me,  nor  I 
you."  The  gold-dust  was  subse- 
quently brought  to  witness  in  the 
Strand  by  the  prisoner  Alice 
Abrahams,  the  daughter  of  Moses. 
She  came  five  or  six  times  with 
parcels  of  the  gold-dust,  which 
he  (witness)  immediately  melted 
down  in  a  crucible,  and  it  was 
subsequently  sold  by  witness  to 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Johnson,  the 
refiners  in  Hatton-garden,  and  to 
Messrs.  Bult,  bullion  merchants 
and  silversmiths,  Cheapside^  wit- 
ness having  previously  alloyed  the 
gold  with  some  silver  and  Russian 
copper  coins.  The  witness  stated 
the  several  payments  he  made  to 
Mrs.  Abrahams  on  account  of  the 
gold  he  had  so  melted,  and  said 
that  at  the  close  of  the  account  he 
also  gave  her  an  I  O  U  for 
1,807/.  to  make  up  the  balance. 
Witness  made  a  good  profit  of  the 
business.  He,  witness,  at  the 
time,  expressed  some  fear  or  in- 
timidation on  the  subject  of  re- 
ceiving the  gold,  upon  which  Mrs. 
Abrahams,  laid  hold  of  his  arm, 
and  swore  a  solemn  oath  in  the 
Hebrew  language,  to  the  effect 
that,  as  she  hoped  for  futurity, 
she  would  not  divulge  that  he 
had  melted  it.  The  last  time  she 
came  she  produced  from  her 
pockets  the  shakings,  which  John 
Dean  melted  for  her,  nearly  five 
ounces,  which  amounted  to  13/. 
This  was  paid  to  her  separately, 
and  she  requested  witness  would 
not  tell  her  father  of  it,  as  it  was 
the  shaking  of  the  bag,  and  not 
entered  in  the  memorandum  with 
the  rest.  The  I  O  U  which 
witness  gave  on  that  occasion  was 
the  one  produced  by  Roe  the 
Vol,.  LXXXI, 


officer,  and  which  had  been  found, 
on  the  prisoner  Moss.  Witness 
suspected  that  the  gold-dust  was 
stolen  before  he  agreed  to  purchase 
it.  He  was  in  great  agitation  at 
the  time  the  gold-dust  was  brought 
to  him,  and  he  had  subsequently 
felt  great  remorse  and  sorrow  for 
what  he  had  done.  The  witness 
was  questioned  at  great  length 
with  respect  to  the  transaction, 
and  the  fact  of  his  having  subse- 
quently given  up  five  bars  of  gold 
to  the  prosecutors  when  he  was 
admittea  to  give  evidence  for  the 
crown. 

Isaac  and  Selim  Solomons,  sons 
of  Henry  Solomons,  were  subse- 
quently called  to  corroborate  their 
father's  evidence. 

John  Dean,  shopman  to  Henry 
Solomons,  the  last  witness,  proved 
that  he  was  present  on  Easter 
Monday,  when  the  prisoner  Mrs» 
Abrahams  came  five  or  six  times 
to  the  shop  with  lumps  of  gold, 
which  his  master,  Solomons,  put 
into  the  ( rucible  and  immediately 
melted  down.  Mrs.  Abraimma 
was  present  when  the  gold  was  so 
melted.  On  the  last  occasion  she 
shook  some  small  pieces  of  gold 
from  a  bag  which  she  had  in  her 
pocket,  and  witness  melted  them 
for  her.  She  then  took  the  gold 
to  Solomons  in  the  front  shop,  and 
soon  after  she  came  out  and  gave 
witness  half  a  sovereign.  The 
witness  repeated  at  some  length 
the  statement  previously  made  by 
his  master,  Solomons,  with  respect 
to  the  re-melting  of  the  gold  into 
bars,  his  having  alloyed  it  with 
silver  and  copper  coins,  and  the  sub- 
sequent sale  of  all  the  bars  except 
five,  which  were  given  up  to  the 
prosecutors  when  Solomons  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  witness  for  the  crown. 

The  witness^  when  cross-examin- 
ed, said  that  Solomons  was  in  the 
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habit  of  melting  both  the  inner 
and  outer  cases  of  gold  watches. 
It  was  safer  to  melt  them  down 
than  expose  them  for  sale  in  the 
shop.  Solomons  was  in  the  habit 
of  doing  business  with  Messrs. 
Bult^  the  bullion  merchants  of 
Cheapside,  to  the  amount  of  8,000/. 
or  10,000/.  per  annum.  Witness 
suspected  that  something  was 
wrong  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Abra- 
hams come  to  the  shop  with  gold 
so  many  times. 

Hands,  a  police  constable,  proved 
that  while  the  prisoners  were  con- 
fined in  one  of  the  cells  at  Lam- 
beth-street-office he  overheard  a 
conversation  between  the  younger 
Caspar  and  Money  Moses,  in  which 
the  former  asked  the  latter  for  some 
money,  saying  that  he  would  want 
40/.  or  50/.  for  his  defence.  Moses 
replied  that  he  would  want  four 
or  five  fifties  for  his  own  defence. 
Young  Caspar  then  said,  ^'  If  I  had 
the  1,200/.  or  1,400/.  you  promised 
me,  the  thing  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent." Some  more  conversation 
then  passed  between  them  which 
witness  could  not  catch,  and  then 
he  heard  Caspar  say — ''  You  are  a 
— —  rogue^  and  you  did  not  even 
give  me  what  you  got."  Moses  then 
said — "  I  will  not  give  you  5/." 

Other  witnesses  were  examined 
in  corroboration  of  the  preceding 
statement,  but  their  evidence  netfd 
hardly  be  given  here.  The  porters  ' 
who  were  employed  in  removing 
Moss's  goods  from  New-street  to 
Mansell-street  deposed  to  the  ex- 
treme weight  of  one  of  the  boxes. 
''It  was  so  heavy  that  he  could 
scarcely  move  it^  and  it  required 
the  joint  exertions  of  himself  and 
the  other  young  man  to  carry  and 
put  it  on  the  truck.  Its  contents 
appeared  to  be  of  a  very  solid  sub- 
stance, and  did  not  move  or  rattle, 
but  seemed  to  lie  quite   dead*" 


''  Mrs.  Moss,  and  her  sbter- in-law, 
Mrs.  Levy,  both  desired  him  to  be 
very  careful  of  it,  and  Mrs.  Moss 
followed  the  truck  as  if  watching 
them  closely."  This  box  Mrs.  Moss 
affirmed  contained  nothing  but 
clothes,  when  questioned  by  the 
police  officer. 

On  behalf  of  the  prisoners 
their  counsel  in  the  first  place  ob- 
jected to  the  form  of  the  indict- 
ment against  them,  and  further 
strongly  contended  that  the  cha- 
racters of  Moss  and  S<^omons 
were  such  as  prevented  any  credit 
being  attached  to  their  evidence. 
A  number  of  witnesses,  chiefly  of 
the  Jewish  persuasion,  gave  all  the 
prisoners  an  excellent  diaracter  for 
honesty  and  general  good  conduct 

Mr.  Justice  Littledale  summed 
up  the  evidence,  a  proceeding 
which  occupied  him  not  less 
than  eight  hours.  The  jury,  after 
an  hour's  consultation^  gave  the 
following  verdicts  :«— 

'*  We  find  Lewin  Caspar  guilty 
as  an  accessory  before  the  fkct. 
We  find  Ellis  Caspar  guilty  as  an 
accessory  both  before  and  after  the 
fact.  We  find  Emanuel  Moses 
guilty,  and  Alice  Abrahams  also 
guilty,  but  we  wish  to  recommend 
her  to  mercy,  believing  that  she 
acted  under  the  advice  and  in- 
fluence of  her  fether." 

The  verdict  caused  a  great 
sensation  in  court,  which  was 
crowded  chiefly  by  fiersons  of  the 
Jewish  persuasion,  many  of  whom 
had  been  present- during  the  whole 
of  the  trial,  which  lasted  eight  days. 

Mr.  Justice  Littledale  observed 
that  the  verdict  just  delivered  by 
the  jury  had  disposed  of  some  of 
the  objections  urged  as  to  the  form 
in  which  the  prisoners  were  in- 
dicted; but  the  other  obiections 
raised  would  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  all  the  judges^  and 
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therefore^  UBiil  their  decision  wis 
known,  tbe  ooart  would  not  pass 
sentence  upon  the  prisoners. 

No  decision  was  come  to  on  this 
subject  within  the  course  of  the 
present  year. 

27.  Case  op  Assault.— As  Mr. 
John  Hall^  of  Wiggen-hall,  Nor- 
folk, was  on  his  road  to  some 
land  lying  at  a  distance  from  liis 
house,  he  chanced  to  meet  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Jecks,  of  St. 
German's,  near  Lynn,  between 
whom  and  him  tnNsre  had  been 
some  ill-feeling  for  a  k>ng  time 
past.  Mr.  Hall,  being  desirous  of 
doing  away  with  such  feelings  ac- 
cost^ Mr.  Jecks,  and^  receiving  a 
rough  answer,  proceeded  on  his 
business;  in  returning,  he  again 
encountered  Mr.  Jecks,  armed  with 
a  gun,  who  approached  him,  upon 
which  Mr.  HaA  said,  <'  You  don*t 
mean  to  shoot  me,  do  you  }*'  Mr. 
Jecks  replied,  '*  I  do  though."  Mr. 
Hall  immediately  attempted  to  rush 
in,  but  before  he  could  do  so  the 
gun  was  discharged ;  fortunately, 
having  been  slightly  parried,  and 
being  close  to  each  other,  the  charge 
passed  on  through  his  clothes, 
tearing  them  away  from  his  side, 
without  the  slightest  injury  to  his 
person.  Mr.  Jecks  was  soon  after 
apprehended  and  committed  to 
Norwich  Castle  to  take  his  trial 
at  the  ensuing  assizes.  Both  par-^ 
ties  were  considered  men  of  respect- 
ability and  good  property. 

28.  Coroner's  Inquest.— An 
investigation,  which  occupied  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day,  was  en- 
tered into  before  Mr.  Wakley,  and 
a  jury  of  tradesmen,  at  the  Plough 
Tavern,  Museum -street,  to  ascer- 
tain the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  death  of  Joseph  Hall, 
aged  eighteen,  who  died  whilst  un- 
dergoing an  operation  for  the  cure 
of  deafness  at  the  house  of  Dr. 


Twmlma,  theaurist,  0(48,  Bmwll* 
square,  od  die  nonuBg  of  the  Htk 
instant. 

The  drcomstanoes  coDneetoi 
with  the  case  created  great  iuterast 
amongst  the  faculty,  and  darwg 
the  proceeding  the*  inquest-room 
was  attended  by  many  w  the  IsmI- 
ing  members  cSf  the  medical  pro- 
fession* 

Charles  Spadbrow,of  Gravesend, 
a  patient  of  br.  Tumhull,  deposed 
that  he  saw  tbe  deceased  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tbe  14th. 
at48,Russell-squarew  He  appeared 
in  good  health.    There  were  other 

Eitients  present  at  the  time.  Mr. 
yon,  the  gentleman  who  assists 
Dr.  Tumhull,  was  present  to  one* 
rate.  Tbe  deceased  filled  the  in- 
strument-himself,  and  dischamd 
tlie  air  by  turning  the  cock.  (The 
instrument  was  h«ne  produced,  and 
the  witness  showed  how  it  was 
filled.  The  bottom  of  the  cylinder 
was  held  fiist  between  the  feet,  and 
the  piston  worked  up  and  down  by 
the  hands  until  the  pump  became 
filled  with  air.)  The  operation  was 
repeated  four  times  on  deceased, 
but  the  tube  through  which  the 
£ur  passed  was  removed  by  Mr. 
Lyon  from  the  ri^ht  to  the  left 
nostril.  On  the  tube  being  taken 
from'  the  deceased's  nostril  the 
fourth  time,  he  fell  back  in  the 
chair,  apparently  lifeless,  and  never 
spoke  afterwards.  Witness  had  had 
the  operation  performed  on  himself 
four  times  at  a  sitting ;  it  produced 
a  swimmine  in  the  head,  and  a 
portion  of  the  air  appeared  to  es* 
cape  by  the  mouth,  and  the  rest 
down  the  throat. 

Several  medical  men  who  had 
attended  the  post  mortem  exainina. 
tion  of  thedeceased  were  examined, 
but  they  differed  in  opinion  as  to 
the  precise  manner  of  his  death. 
They  did  not  think  the  operator  in 
H  2 
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the  case,  at  all  to  blame.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  accidental 
death,  with  a  caution  to  Dr.  Turn- 
bull  never  again  to  intrust  the  in- 
strument of  operation  in  unprofes- 
sional hands. 

—  Coal-pit  Explosion,  and 
Great  Loss  of  Life. — A  most 
dreadful  and  lamentable  explosion, 
attended  with  a  vast  sacrifice  of 
human  life,  occurred  at  the  St. 
Hilda's  Colliery,  South  Shields, 
the  property  of  Messrs.  W.  and  J, 
Brandling,  early  in  the  morning. 
The  first  notice  of  the  explosion 
given  at  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  was 
about  a  quarter  to  nine  o'clock, 
when  the  banksman  was  alarmed 
by  seeing  the  smoke  from  the  pit- 
furnace  mixed  with  fragments  of 
small  coals  ascending  the  down- 
cast shaft. 

A  short  time  after  men  and 
boys,  to  the  number  of  about  100, 
were  brought  to  the  mouth  of  the 
pit;  but  the  only  thing  they 
could  tell  was,  that  an  explosion 
had  taken  place  in  what  is  called 
the  west  working  of  the  pit. 
Many  of  these  were  nearly  ex. 
hausted  from  the  effects  of  the 
choke- damp,  but  those  who  were 
sufficiently  well  again,  in  a  short 
time  descended  the  pit,  accompa. 
nied  by  some  other  men,  for  the 
purpose  of  rescuing  the  men  and 
boys  who  were  left  behind.  How- 
ever, none  were  found  alive,  and 
about  eleven  o'clock  the  bodies  of 
the  sufferers  began  to  be  brought 
to  the  bank.  Although  there*were 
said  to  be  only  about  sixty  persons 
working  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  explosion,  yet,  as  there  were 
upwards  of  150  men  down  the  pit, 
the  general  distress  and  and  anxi- 
ety was  very  great.  The  gallant 
conduct  of  the  men  who  went 
down  in  search  of  their  comrades 
was  very  remarkable.      As  the 


scene  of  the  explosion  was  nearly 
two  miles  from  the  shaft,  and 
the  choke-damp  extended  to  a 
considerable  distance  from  the 
point  where  it  occurred,  the  diffi- 
culty of  reaching  the  sufierers, 
and  the  danger  and  intrepidity  of 
those  who  sought  for  theai  were 
very  evident.  Amongst  them 
there  was  a  self  devotion  and  cou. 
rage  that  would  have  ennobled  men 
in  any  rank.  Their  companions 
were  brought  out  ill,  sick,  stupi- 
fied,  and  with  an  uncertainty  of 
recovery;  yet  it  produced  no 
hesitation,  no  flinching,  but  at 
once  brave  fellows  moved  into  the 
same  situation,  to  go  on  with  the 
performance  of  their  melancholy 
exertions.  Altogether  sixty  lives 
were  lost  by  this  dreadful  acci- 
dent The  scene  below  in  the 
mine  as  described  by  an  eye 
witness  was  most  awnil— horses 
and  men  lying  dead  in  every 
direction. 

At  the  inquest  on  the  bodies  of 
the  unfortunate  sufierers,  the  jury 
found  their  verdict  as  follows  :  — 
'^  Accidental  death,  with  a  special 
recommendation  from  the  jury, 
that  the  practice  of  working  coal- 
mines with  candles  be  abandoned, 
and  lamps  be  adopted  in  their 
stead,  as,  from  the  evidence  taken 
at  this  inquest,  it  evidently  ap- 
pears, that  the  explosion  has  been 
caused  by  the  incaution  of  one  of 
the  mengoing  with  a  lighted  candle 
into  what  is  termed  the  tenth  board 
of  the  mine,  which  had  been  foul." 

29.  Court  of  Queen  s  Bench. 
—  Williams  v.  Ponton,  The  facts 
in  detail  upon  which  the  indict- 
ments in  tnis  case  were  founded 
have  already  been  before  our  read- 
ers, so  that  it  is  only  necessary 
very  briefly  to  refer  to  them. 

]Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  of  Bryn- 
bras  Castle,  Carpanroqshire,  h^d 
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been  indicted  for  having  unlaw- 
fully uttered  a  will  and  codicils^ 
dated  at  different  times  between 
1834  and  18379  purporting  to  be 
the  will  and  codicils  of  Mr.  Jones 
Panton,  he,  the  said  Thomas  Wil- 
liams^ well  knowing  the  same  to 
have  been  forged.  There  were 
three  indictments  against  Mr. 
Williams^  in  two  of  which  his 
servants,  Ann  Williams  (the  pre- 
sent plaintiff)  and  Ellen  Evans^ 
who  were  the  attesting  witnesses^ 
were  included*  The  indictments 
were  preferred  by  Mr.  Barton  Pan* 
ton^  whose  sister  Mr.  Williams  had 
married.  Mr.  Williams  was  first 
put  on  his  trial  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court;  the  case  lasted 
five  days,  and  ended  in  the  ac- 
quittal of  Mr.  Williams.  The 
other  indictments  were  not  pro- 
ceeded with^  and  the  three  then 
prisoners  were  discharged.  The 
plaintiff  and  Ellen  Evans  were  ex- 
amined on  that  occasion  as  wit- 
nesses on  behalf  of  Mr.  Williams. 
The  present  action  was  brought  to 
recover  compensation  in  damages 
for  the  injury  the  plaintiff  had 
sustained  by  reason  of  this  pro- 
secution^ which,  it  was  alleged, 
was  preferred  without  probable 
cause. 

After  council  had  been  heard  on 
both  sides  and  witnesses  examined^ 
in  the  course  of  which  no  new  facts 
appear  to  have  been  elicited. 

Lord  Denman  directed  the  jury 
that  the  question  here  was^  whe- 
ther the  defendant  had  reasonable 
and  probable  cause  for  the  course 
he  had  pursued  towards  the  plain- 
tiff. Notwithstanding  any  ground 
he  might  have  conceived  he  had 
for  suspecting  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Williams,  yet  they  must 
recollect  that  the  point  they  had 
to  consider  was^  whether  the  plain, 
tiff  bad  reasonable  and  probable 


cause  for  arresting  Ann  Williams^ 
the  present  plaintiff. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff.-— Damages  300/. 

A  similar  action  was  brought  by 
the  other  attesting  witness^  Ellen 
Evans,  in  which  case^  damages  to 
the  amount  of  20/.  only,  were 
given. 


JULY. 

1.  Dreadful  Accident.— Be- 
tween one  and  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  an  occurrence  whereby 
the  lives  of  several  persons  were  in 
the  greatest  jeopardy,  took  place 
in  Conduit-street,  Hanover -square. 
It  appears  that  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  previous  day,  captain  Anger- 
stein,  who  on  the  occasion  was 
driving,  proceeded  with  a  carriage 
and  four  a  short  distance  out  of 
town,  accompanied  by  some  noble- 
men and  gentlemen,  his  friends. 
On  their  return  at  the  hour  first- 
named,  the  vehicle  was  driven  up 
to  the  door  of  Limmer's  hotel,  in 
Conduit-street,  where  the  party 
alighted,  and,  after  staying  some 
time  in  the  house,  resumed  their 
seats  in  the  carriage,  when  captain 
Angerstein  having  turned  the 
.horses  round,  desired  a  man  who 
was  placed  on  the  dickey  with  his 
key  bu^le  to  strike  up  the  air  of 
"  Jim  Crow ;"  be  obeyed  the  order, 
but  had  not  played  many  notes, 
when  the  animals,  which  were  spi- 
rited and  valuable,  started  off  at  a 
tremendous  rate,  in  spite  of  every 
effort  made  to  restrain  them,  and 
at  the  corner  of  Bond-street  dashed 
the  carriage  with  fearful  violence 
against  a  lamp  post ;  by  the 
concussion  the  captain  was  pre- 
cipitated head  foremost  At)m 
the  box  to  the  ground,  where 
he  lay  for  nearly   two   minutes 
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iiuder  the  legs  of  the  liorscs,  which 
kept  kicking  and  plunging  in  all 
directions^  and  he  would  ineFitably 
have  been  killed  on  the  spot,  but 
for  the  assistance  of  a  police -con- 
Btable^  who,  by  dint  of  great  exer- 
tion, attended  with  much  personal 
danger  to  himself,  succmled  in 
dragging  him  to  the  foot  pavement^ 
and  afterwards  carrying  him^  as- 
sisted by  other  persons^  on  a 
stretcher  back  to  the  hotel.  There 
he  was  promptly  visited  by  Sir  A. 
Cooper  and  Dr.  Jones,  who^  on 
examining  him,  found  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  teeth  had  been 
knocked  out  by  the  hM,  and  that 
he  had  al.>o  sustained  a  severe  frac- 
ture of  the  skull,  in  addition  to 
other  injuries  of  a  serious  nature. 
The  rest  of  the  party,  who  had 
fortunately  perceived  the  danger 
they  were  in,  jumped  off  without 
receiving  any  hurt,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  bugle-player^  whose 
arm  was  considerably  bruised.  The 
horses  having  at  length,  by  con- 
tinued plunging,  disengaged  them- 
selves^  proceeded  at  full  gallop, 
with  the  whole  of  the  harness 
hanging  about  them,  (the  carriage 
remaining  in  a  shattered  state, 
with  the  wheel  locked  in  the  lamp- 
post,) into  Berkeley-square,  where 
they  ran  furiously  agaimit  the  iron 
railings,  and  injured  themselves  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  them 
almost  valueless. 

2.  Trial  in  Paris. — An  un- 
usual case  in  the  annals  of  juris- 
prudence  was  settled  by  the  Tri* 
bunal  de  Premidre  Instance,  the 
question  being  to  decide  whether 
toe  master  of  an  hotel  had  the  right 
of  detaining,  as  a  pledge  for  pay- 
ment, the  children  of  a  foreigner 
who  had  quitted  his  house  without 

Sying  his  bill.     M.  Tonny,  keep- 
j  the  Hotel  Britannique^  Rue 


Louis-le- Grand,  was  a»ttgned  be- 
fore the  court,  at  the  suit  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Douglas,  British  sub- 
jects, and  of  Mr.  G.  Urquliart, 
father  of  Mrs.  Douglas,  to  show 
cause  why  he  abould  not  give  up 
fivechildren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doug- 
las, who  had  been  left  with  him  by 
them  several  years  bnck,  while 
they  themselves,  the  parents,  were 
his  debtors  to  the  amount  <^ 20,000 
francs.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Douglas  had  been  residing 
at  a  large  hotel  in  Paris,  whi(£ 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  from  not 
being  able  to  pay  their  account, 
and  that  they  took  rooms  at  M. 
Tonny*s,  Mr.  Douglas  at  the  same 
time  prevailing  on  him  to  siffn 
bills,  which  enabled  him  to  dis- 
charge his  reckoning  at  the  first 
hotel.  After  stopping  some  time 
at  M.  Tonuy's,  Mr.  Douglas  dis- 
appeared, leaving  Mrs.  Doufflasi 
his  family,  and  servants  behind : 
but  subsequently  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  master  of  the  hotel  explaining 
his  absence.  A  short  time  after 
this  Mrs.  Douglas  disappeared  also, 
leaving  on  M.  Tonnjr's  hands  her 
children  and  domestics,  ten  persons 
in  all ;  nor  had  they  since  taken 
any  steps  to  withcGraw  either  of 
them  or  to  settle  the  debt  due  to 
M.  Tonny,  which,  for  the  bills, 
for  the  expenses  of  the  parents, 
and  for  the  keeping  of  the  child- 
reu,  who  had  been  kindly  sup- 
ported by  him  ever  since,  amounted 
to  the  sum  mentioned  above.  M. 
Charles  Ledru,  the  advocate,  and 
who  was  the  fondd  des  poutnirs  of 
the  complaining  narties,  dedared 
that  nothing  coula  have  been  nu>re 
honourable  than  the  conduct  of 
M.  Tonny,  who  had  generously 
supported  the  fttmily  of  his  debtors, 
and  had  thereby  laid  them  under  a 
aacred  oUigation  to  him,  which  no 


JULY.] 


CHRONICLE. 


103 


doubt  th«jr  would  hasteo  lo  dis- 
charge, m  added  that  he  con- 
sidered it  part  of  his  duty  to  make 
every  persooal  effort  with  his  clients 
to  induce  them  not  to  defer  any 
longer  satisfying  the  iust  demands 
of  M.  Tonny ;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  contended  that  the  law  did  not 
allow  of  children  being  made 
pledges  for  the  debts  of  their 
parents.  The  learned  counsel  con« 
eluded  by  arguing  that  M.  Tonny 
was  bound  to  give  up  the  children, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  other 
methods  for  procuring  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts.  The  president, 
M.  Debelleyme,  then  addressed 
M.  Tonny,  and  after  declaring  how 
honourable  he  considered  his  con- 
duct to  have  been,  informed  him 
that  the  law  did  not  sanction  his 
detaining  the  children;  adding, 
that  as  the  advocate  for  the  oppo« 
sing  parties  did  not  deny  the  justice 
of  his  claims,  he  hoped  those  parties 
would  pay  the  sum  due  to  him. 
The  court  therefore  decreed  the 
restitution  of  the  children,  saving 
to  M.  Tonny  his  claim  upon  the 
parents. 

4.  Riots  at  Birmingham.— 
The  inhabitants  of  this  town  and 
neighbourhood  had,  for  some  time 
past,  been  kept  in  almost  incessant 
alarm  by  the  daring  proceedings 
of  the  people  calling  themselves 
chartists.  Representations  to  this 
effect  having  been  made  to  the 
Home*  office,  sixty  of  the  police, 
headed  by  the  necessary  super, 
intendents,  were  sent  down  from 
London  to  assist  the  civil  autho- 
rities in  preserving  the  peace.  They 
arrived  in  Birmingham  by  the  rail- 
way on  Thursday,  July  4,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  mustered,  and 
marched  two  abreast  into  the  Bull- 
ring, where  about  2,000  of  the 
chartists  were  assembled :  this  was 

about  nine  o'clock  at  night    Oo 


the  police  desiring  the  mob  to  dia* 
perse,  they  refused,  and  a  dreadful 
conflict  ensued.  In  the  affray  many 
of  the  chartists  suffered  severely, 
nor  did  the  police  escape  consider* 
able  injury.  One  of  them  was 
stabbed  in  the  abdomen  by  a 
dagger,  and  another  was  wounded 
badly  under  the  ribs,  apparently 
by  a  similar  weapon.  In  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  the 
conflict  began,  some  troops  of  ca- 
valry arrived,  and  on  their  appear- 
ance the  Bull-ring  was  instantly 
abandoned  by  the  rioters. 

Ten  of  the  rioters  were  appre« 
bended;  and  amongst  them  the 
notorious  John  Taylor  (the  Doctor), 
dressed  in  a  sailor's  jacket,  with 
monstrous  large  whiskers,  and  his 
hat  decorated  with  some  distin- 
guishing emblem  of  his  rank  among 
the  chartists ;  he,  with  nine  others, 
were  committed,  charged  with  a 
riot,  and  sent  off  to  Warwick  county 
gaol.  The  next  day  Mr.  Feargus 
O'Connor  and  Mr.  Smith,  a  pawn- 
broker of  Birmingham,  entered 
into  sureties  to  the  amount  of  250/. 
each,  for  Dr.  Taylor's  appearance 
at  the  ensuing  Warwick  assizes.— 
At  about  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  Collins  were 
brought  before  the  magistrates, 
charged  with  publishing  the  follow- 
ing *<  scandalous  and  malicious 
libel," entitled  *'  Resolutions  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  general 
convention,"  and  signed  ^'  W.  Lo- 
vett, secretary  :"— 

''That  this  convention  is  of 
opinion  that  a  wanton,  flagrant, 
and  unjust  outrage  has  been  made 
upon  the  people  of  Birmingham, 
by  a  bloodthirsty  and  unconsti- 
tutional force  from  London,  acting 
ynder  the  authority  of  men  who, 
when  out  of  office,  sanctioned  and 
took  part  in  the  meetings  of  the 
peoploi  and  ii0W|  when  they  shart 
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in  the  public  plunder,  seek  to  keep 
the  people  in  social  and  political 
degradation.  That  the  people  of 
Birmingham  are  the  best  judges 
of  their  own  right  to  meet  in  the 
Bull-ring  or  elsewhere,  have  their 
own  feelings  to  consult  respecting 
the  outrage  given,  and  are  the  best 
judges  of  their  own  power  and  re« 
sources  to  obtain  justice.  That  the 
summary  and  despotic  arrest  of 
Dr.  Taylor,  our  respected  col- 
league, affords  another  convincing 
proof  of  the  absence  of  all  justice 
m  England,  and  clearly  shows  that 
there  is  no  security  for  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  till  the  people  have 
some  control  over  the  laws  they 
are  called  upon  to  obey." 

The  prisoner  conducted  himself 
in  a  firm  but  respectful  manner. 
He  avowed  the  authorship  of  the 
resolutions,  which  expressed  his 
own  opinions;  and  he  directed 
their  publication  after  he  became 
aware  that  there  had  been  acollision 
of  the  military  and  police  with  the 
persons  who  met  in  the  Bull-ring. 
In  that  part  of  the  resolutions  which 
mentioned  men  who  had  themselves 
taken  part  in  similar  meetings,  he 
alluded  to  Mr.  Muntz,  then  a  ma- 
gistrate on  the  bench ;  who,  he  as- 
serted, though  he  had  never  acted 
with  the  convention,  allowed  himself 
to  be  elected  a  delegate,  and  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  convention 
fund ;  and  during  the  struggle  for 
the  reform  bill,  Mr.  Muntz  had  him- 
self attended  meetings  in  the  streets. 
Before  the  conclusion  of  the  busi- 
ness, a  paper  was  read  by  the  chair, 
man,  denying,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Muntz,  that  he  had  ever  accepted 
the  office  of  delegate,  or  acted  as  a 
member  of  the  convention.  The 
two  prisoners  were  committed  on 
their  own  statements. 

Sunday  passed  off  in  comparative 
^uiet,  though  there  were  some  dis^ 


turbances,  and  divine  service  at  St. 
Thomas's  church  was  stopped-by  a 
mob. 

On  Monday  evening  there  was  a 
great  assemblage  of  the  people  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  town ;  the 
military  were  again  called  out,  and, 
together  with  the  police,  took  their 
station  in  and  about  tHe  Bull-ring. 
A  partial  skirmish  ensued,  in  which 
the  police  were  victorious.  Next 
day,  the  people,  having  been  denied 
the  town-hall  for  holding  their 
meeting,  assembled  at  Holloway- 
end.  The  Rifles  were  ordered  to 
disperse  them ;  the  people  resisted, 
ana  began  to  pelt  the  military  with 
stones.  The  order  to  load  and 
make  ready  was  given  ;  when,  for- 
tunately, the  4th  Dragoons  having 
made  their  appearance,  prevented 
the  necessity  of  the  fatal  word — 
fire.  Several  prisoners  were  arrest- 
ed, and  brought  in  under  an  escort. 

5.  Extraordinary  Death.— A 
representation  having  been  made 
to  the  secretary  of  state  relative 
to  a  point  of  law  raised  by  counsel 
for  James  Dowsett,  on  his  convic- 
tion at  the  Essex  Easter  sessions 
for  killing  a  deer  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  Jolliffe  Tuffnell  at  Great 
Waltham,  when  he  was  sentenced 
to  ten  years'  transportation ;  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown  decided 
in  favour  of  the  prisoner,  and  his 
discharge  was  ordered  ;  but  before 
the  communication  of  his  release 
could  reach  his  friends,  a  letter 
was  received  by  them  announcing 
his  death.  His  decease  is  said  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  his  having 
swallowed  as  many  as  twenty-four 
sixpences  with  a  view  to  secrete 
them. 

7.  Storms  of  Lightning  and 
Hail.  —  The  counties  of  Sussex 
and  Kent  were  visited  on  Sunday 
evening  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning,  remarkable  for  itft  awAil 
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grandeur,  but  happily  unattended 
with  any  accident  to  life.  At 
about  half  past  nine  in  the  even- 
ings it  was  accompanied  in  Sussex 
by  a  sliower  of  hail>  or  rather  ice, 
of  short  duration,  which  did  con- 
siderable damage.  The  glass  of 
every  skylight,  greenhouse,  con* 
servatory,  &a,  in  that  county  suf- 
fered more  or  less.  At  Arundel, 
the  pieces  of  ice  were  described 
as  of  the  most  irregular  shape, 
measuring  from  four  inches  to  five 
inches  over,  and  in  general,  in- 
cased a  hailstone  of  large  size. 
The  fruit-trees,  and  all  kinds  of 
vegetation  suffered.  Fortunately 
there  was  no  wind  or  the  destruc- 
tion must  have  been  still  greater. 

8.  Great  Fire  in  Devon- 
shire.— ^The  town  of  Collumptcn 
was  v'sited  by  a  frightful  calamity 
occasioning  great  loss  of  property. 
At  nearly  one  o'clock  in  tne  morn- 
ing, flames  were  observed  issuing 
from  the  roof  of  a  thatched  tene- 
ment in  the  principal  street, 
which  communicated  with  desolat- 
ing activity  to  the  contiguous 
habitations,  most  of  which  being 
also  thatched,  were,  owing  to  the 
influence  of  a  brisk  westerly  wind, 
consumed  with  fearful  rapidity. 
The  flames  soon  extended  to  both 
sides  of  the  street,  and  reduced  to 
ashes  a  long  line  of  cottages  and 
houses  ;  the  inhabitants  being 
glad  to  escape  with  the  loss  of  the 
greater  part  of  their  goods  and 
property.  The  total  number  of 
houses  destroyed,  amounted  to 
132.  One  life  only  was  lost  on 
this  occasion^  and  that  by  the 
sudden  prostration  of  a  wall.  A 
large  portion  of  the  property  de- 
stroyed was  said  to  be  not  in- 
sured. 

8.  Libel.— An  action  for  libd  was 
tried  in  the  Jury  Court,  Edinbursh, 

in  which  admiw  nt  Dayid  Muoe 


and  his  lady  were  the  plaintifiB, 
and  Mr.  George  Home  defendant. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Home  had 
written  a  work  entitled  Memoirs 
of  an  Arisiocratf  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  false  and  scandalous  libels 
against  the  plaintiffs  had  appeared, 
and  to  punish  the  defendant  for 
which  the  present  action  was 
brought.  The  result  of  the  trial 
was,  that  the  jury  unanimously 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs, 
with  1,000/.  damages. 

—  Murder  of  a  Father  by 
his  Sons. — We  have  to  record 
another  of  those  acts  of  atrocity 
too  frequent  in  Ireland.  A  poor 
old  man  named  James  Mulvaney, 
aged  upwards  of  eighty  years, 
who  resided  near  Smear,  having 
been  missing  by  his  neighbours, 
for  a  fortnight,  and  it  being 
generally  known  that  his  sons 
were  in  the  habit  of  beating  him 
in  consequence  of  a  few  acres 
of  land  which  he  held,  and 
which  they  wanted  to  get  posses- 
sion of,  suspicion  was  roused,  and 
the  police  being  informed  of  the 
circumstance,  proceeded  to  the 
house  and  inquired  where  he  was, 
when  they  were  told  that  he  went 
from  home  about  a  fortnight  pre- 
vious. Not  being  satisfied  with 
the  evasive  manner  in  which  the 
answer  was  given, they  commenced 
a  search,  and  discovered  a  grave 
in  the  garden  six  feet  deep,  which 
they  opened,  and  there  found  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  Mulvaney, 
in  a  mangled  condition,  lying  in 
his  clothes,  except  his  shoes, 
which  were  found  in  the  house  of 
his  son,  as  also  a  large  hammer 
with  blood  on  it,  and  the  Wd- 
clothes  covered  with  blood.  The 
sons  were  immediately  arrested. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body, 
and  from  the  evidence  of  witnesses 
produoedi  the  jury  at  on^e  found 
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a  verdict  of  '<  wilful  murder" 
i^^inst  two  of  the  sons^  aud  the 
other  two  soot  as  accessory,  and 
they  were  committed  acoorainglv. 

10.     FOSOINQ    A     FaAXK.<*^At 

Bow  Street,  George  Leao^  a 
schoolmaster^  residing  at  Whet* 
stone,  near  Barnet,  was  accused  of 
altering  a  frank  written  by  lord 
Winchiisea.  The  alteration  was 
admitted  by  the  prisoner,  who 
professed  ignorance  of  the  rules  of 
franking,  and  thought  he  might 
alter  the  date  and  direction  of 
a  frank*  He  had  to  write  a  let- 
ter requesting  ordination  from  the 
bishop  of  Peterborough  ;  and  he 
thought  it  more  respectful  to  the 
bishop's  secretary  to  send  the 
letter  under  cover,  than  if  he  had 
sent  it  in  the  ordinary  way.  He 
declared,  that  he  had  a  wife  and 
five  children  solely  depending  on 
him  for  support,  and  he  hoped, 
that  the  magistrates  would  not 
commit  him  to  prison. 

The  prisoner  was  allowed  to 
put  in  bail,  himself  in  500/.,  and 
two  sureties  in  the  sum  of  2502. 
each. 

12.  Pabis — Sentence  on  the 
Conspirators. — The  proceedings 
in  the  Court  of  Peers  in  respect 
of  fifteen  of  the  parties  accused  of 
participation  in  the  insurrection 
of  the  12th  of  May,  terminated  on 
this  day,  after  having  lasted  little 
less  than  a  month. 

Among  the  fifteen,  was  a  bar- 
rister named  Barbes,  who  was 
taken  prisoner  after  having  been 
severely  wounded.  His  last  ap« 
pearance  before  the  Court  of  Peers, 
previous  to  the  present,  was  in 
the  character  of  advocate  for  some 
of  the  «'  accused  of  April,"  (the 
persons  tried  for  the  insurrectiona 
in  Paris  and  Lyons  in  1834).  He 
was  charged  with  having  headed 
the  party  which  attacked  the  mi* 


litary  post  at  the  Paljui  d«  Justice 
and  by  whom  tha  <Acer  in  oom* 
mand  of  it,  lieuteoant  Drouinaau, 
and  tome  of  his  aoMiere  were 
killed*  Another  of  the  fifteen 
was  a  man  named  Mialon,  who 
fired  the  shot  by  which  the  ser- 
geant -  major  of  the  municipal 
guards  was  killed.  The  remain* 
ing  thirteen  participated  in  the 
insurrection,  and  in  the  plunder 
of  the  armourers'  shops. 

The  threatened  development  of 
the  conspiracy  in  which  this  re- 
volt originated,  did  not  take  place. 
The  data,  on  which  in  the  first  mo- 
ments of  excitement,  the  crown 
lawyers  boasted  that  thev  would 
bare  the  conspiracy  to  the  bone, 
and  connect  it  with  the  Buona- 
partists,  proved  vague  and  iniaon- 
clusive. 

The  conspiracy  was  called  the 
Society  des  Saisons,  according  to 
the  account  of  one  of  the  witnesses; 
each  seven  members  formed  a 
week,  of  which  the  chief  had  for 
title  ''  Sunday. "  Four  ''  Sun- 
days"  formed  a  ''  month,'*  and 
three  ^'  months"  formed  a  ''  sea- 
son," four  **  seasons"  a  **  year," 
and  the  whole  obeyed  three  su. 
preme  chiefi,  who  represented,  or 
were[called  the  **  three  years"  (let 
trois  anneesj.  Who  these  were 
however,  the  police  seem  to  have 
failed  in  ascertaining. 

The  judgment  of  the  court 
condemned  Arm  and  Barbei^  to 
death  ;  Martin  Bernard,  to 
transportation ;  Mialon,  to  hard 
labour  for  life ;  Delsade,  Austen* 
and  Phillippet,  to  fifteen  years' 
detention  (imprisonment^;  Nou« 
gues  and  Martin,  to  six  yeanT 
imprisonment ;  Gruilbert,  Randel, 
and  Lemeire,  to  five  years'  impri« 
sonment ;  Longuet  and  Marescal, 
to  three  years'  imprisonment  ; 
Walscband  Pieme,  te  two  years' 
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imprisonment;  Bonnot,  Libarzi$> 
Dugas,  and  Qregoire/ w^re  ac- 
quitted. 

At  the  entreaty  of  the  familf 
of  JBarbeSf  though  in  opposition, 
it  is  said,  to  the  advice  of  his  ma- 
jesty's  ministers,  the  king  wa6 
graciously  pleased  to  commute 
into  hard  labour  for  life,  the  capi- 
tal punishment  pronounced  by 
the  court  against  Barbes. 

This  act  of  clemency,  however, 
failed  to  satisfy  the  liberal  portion 
of  the  Paris  press,  and  the  outcry 
against  the  original  sentence  was 
silence,  compared  with  the  noise 
occasioned  by  that  which  was 
substituted  for  it.  Rather  thad 
submit  to  it,  some  of  them  very 
kindly  counselled  Barbes  to  com* 
mit  suicide,  and  so  disappoint  his 
enemies.  The  change,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  so 
ungrateful  to  him  as  to  his  friends 
of  the  press.  It  is  said  that  on  hear- 
ing that  the  king  had  signed  his 
pardon,  Barbes  exclaimed,  ^*  Louis 
Philippe  has  shown  himself  more 
generous  than  I  expected.  I  cer- 
tainly deserved  death — ray  sen* 
tence  was  equitable."  He  and 
his  fellow  convicts  were  removed 
from  the  Luxemburg  severally  to 
Brest,  Fort  St.  Michel,  and 
Doullins. 

The  conduct  of  Barbes,  always 
without  reference  to  his  crime, 
seems  to  have  made  a  very  favour- 
able impression  on  tlie  public 
mind  generally ;  but  it  may  be 
questioned  how  far  his  late  asso- 
ciates, the  sectionaires,  relished 
his  taking  to  his  prayer-book  and 
other  religious  practices,  in  anti<* 
cipation  of  a  speedy  death,  or  ap 
proved  the  last  words  he  prO" 
nounced  in  Paris,  indicating  a 
sense  of  honour  which  would  pre** 
vent  his  ever  violating  the  tacit 
compact  between  him   and  the 


government.  ^  Let  what  may  be 
done  with  me/*  said  he,  *<  my  po- 
litical career  is  over." 

Numerous  assemblages  of  peo- 
ple were  observed  in  Paris,  on  the 
day  before  the  commutation  of 
Barbes'  punishment  was  known. 
One  of  them  went  in  procession 
to  the  chamber  of  Deputies,  pre- 
ceded by  a  banner,  bearing  the 
inscription,  *'  petition  against  the 
punishment  of  death."  They  were 
dispersed  by  the  soldiery,  who 
used .  their  sabres  very  freely, 
though  they  killed  nobody.  A 
procession  of  students,  in  number 
between  2,000  and  3,000,  went  to 
the  Tuileries,  with  a  petition  to 
the  king^  for  the  pardon  of  Bar- 
bes, but  obtained  no  answer. 

— •  Railway  Accident.  —  A 
distressing  accident  took  place  on 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  rail- 
way, causing  the  death  of  two 
respectable  females,  mother  and 
daughter.  The  accident  was  en- 
tirely attributable  to  the  sufferers 
themselves.  The  two  women,  who 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to 
Liverpool  every  week,  were  pro- 
ceeding to  the  station  at  Whiston 
for  that  purpose.  The  Birming- 
ham train,  which  left  Liverpool  a 
short  time  previously,  was  ascend- 
ing the  incline,  and  the  Bolton 
train  was  descending  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  The  women  who 
were  on  the  line,  seeing  the  trains 
apparently  meeting  each  other, 
became  alarmed,  and,  losing  their 
self-possession,  were  incautious 
enough  to  cross  the  road,  when 
they  were  instantly  knocked  down 
by  the  Bolton  train,  which  passed 
over  their  bodies.  When  taken 
up  they  were  shockingly  mutilated 
and  lifeless. 

13.  Fire.— -A  very  extensive 
fire  happened  in  Spitalfields.  It 
was  larger  than  f^ny  that  has  oc« 
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curred  in  London  since  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Royal  Exchange,  on  the 
10th  of  Jan.  1837.  It  commenced 
about  half- past  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Okey,  basket  and  hamper  maker, 
which  were  wholly  burnt  down. 
The  property  consisted  of  a  lar^ 
warehouse,  about  sixty  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty  in  depth. 
About  ten  houses  in  Quaker-street, 
eiffht  in  Phoenix-street,  and  se ve- 
nd others  in  the  adjoining  courts, 
chiefly  inhabited  by  weavers*  were 
either  destroyed  or  materially  da- 
maged. 

—  Abuse  of  the  right  op 
Searching*  —  At  the  Mansion- 
house,  Elizabeth  Gaston,  a  female 
searcher  for  smuggled  goods,  at« 
taehed  to  the  City  of  Boulogne 
steam-vessel,  was  charged  with 
searching  two  ladies  on  board  that 
vessel,  without  reasonable  eround 
to  suppose  that  they  had  pro- 
hibited goods  about  their  persons  ; 
for  which  offence  the  penalty  of 
10/.  is  imposed  by  law.  The  parti- 
culars of  the  case  were  as  follows:— 

Mrs.  Jane  Wingrove  deposed, 
that  on  the  12th  of  May,  she  went, 
accompanied  by  her  sister,  on  board 
the  City  of  Boulogne  steam-vessel, 
in  order  to  visit  a  young  lady  at 
Boulogne.  She  had  with  her  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  Sir 
William  Curtis  to  captain  Tune, 
the  commander.  The  stewardess 
of  the  vessel,  when  they  arrived  at 
Boulogne,  asked  them  for  some 
pecuniary  consideration  ;  but  as  she 
had  paid  them  no  attention,  they 
did  not  think  she  was  entitled  to 
any,  and  they  offered  her  6d.  She 
said  that  she  never  took  sixpences, 
and  she  detained  half -a- crown 
which  they  put  into  her  hand. 
When  they  complained  of  her 
keeping  the  half-crown,  and  men- 
tioned tbftt  they  were  under  the 


protection  of  the  captain,  she  said 
they  might  go  the  captain,  and 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
They  returned  to  London  in  the 
same  vessel,  on  the  following 
Thursday,  having  with  them  the 
band.box  and  small  bag  in  which 
they  had  carried  a  few  articles  of 
dress' to  Boulogne.  The  box  and 
bag  were  searched  on  board  by  the 
searcher ;  and  as  they  were  leav- 
ing the  vessel,  the  stewardess,  who 
had  on  the  former  occasion  kept  the 
half-crown,  observed  to  them  that 
they  had  not  given  -her  any  thing. 
They  replied, '« No."  The  steward- 
ess then  said,  '*  I  dare  say  you  will 
be  coming  over  again,"  and  wit- 
ness said,  "Very  likely."  They 
then  left  the  vessel  and  were  pro- 
ceeding up  the  steps  of  the  wharf, 
when  witness  heard  her  name 
called  by  some  one  on  board.  They 
immediately  returned,  and  the 
searcher  told  them  they  must  go 
below  to  be  searched.  They  went 
down  and  were  told  by  the 
searcher,  that  they  must  undress 
to  he  searched.  They  observed 
to  her  that  they  caaie  under 
the  captain's  care.  She  asked 
them  whether  they  were  friends  of 
the  captain;  to  which  they  an« 
swered  that  they  were  not,  but 
that  thev  came  under  his  protec- 
tion. She  then  said  to  them,  that 
the  stewardess  of  the  vessel  was 
the  ^person  who  had  them  called 
back,  and  begged  that  they  would 
not  mention  it,  or  she  would  lose 
her  situation.  She  repeated  the 
request.  They  were  very  closely 
examined  even  to  their  linen,  and 
the  searcher  passed  her  handd 
under  their  stays.  When  they 
were  dressing  themselves,  the 
stewardess  entered  the  berth.  They 
were  detained  about  half  an  hour 
by  the  search.  The  searcher  said 
it  was  her  datjr  to  search  them 
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and  witness  supposed  that  such 
was  the  case. 

Miss  Isabella  Brown  Reed,  sister 
to  Mrs.  Wingrove^  deposed  that 
she  was  searched  after  the  last, 
witness,  by  the  same  searcher,  and 
more  closely.  They  had  no  foreign 
goods  about  them.  Her  sister  was 
ashore,  and  was  proceeding  up  the 
steps,  and  witness  was  following 
her,  when  an  officer  touched  her 
on  the  shoulder,  and  said  they 
must  go  to  be  searched. 

Several  questions  were  put  to 
the  two  ladies,  and  to  the  captain 
of  the  City  of  Boulogne.  The 
solicitor  of  the  customs  endeavour- 
ed to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
searcher  and  stewardess ;  but  the 
magistrates  were  of  opinion  that 
their  conduct  was  highly  impro- 
per, and  inflicted  the  full  penalty 
of  ten  pounds. 

15.  More  Riots  at  Birminq- 
HAM. — This  town  became  again 
the  scene  of  serious  rioting.  After 
the  outbreak  of  the  4th  inst.  peace 
had  been  restored  by  the  exertions 
of  the  mayor  and  magistrates, 
aided  by  the  police  of  London  and 
the  military  of  the  district ;  and 
on  Tuesday,  the  9th  instant,  all 
apprehension  of  immediate  dis- 
turbance had  been  dissipated.  It 
appears,  however,  that  this  feel- 
ing of  security  was  not  well 
founded.  The  magistrates ,  unwil- 
ling to  exasperate  the  populace, 
took  little  notice  of  the  petty  dis- 
orders that  had  since  occurred, 
and  Monday  being  generally  kept 
as  a  holyday,  being  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  commencement  of 
the  (sacred)  month  of  idleness,  the 
crowds  which  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Bull-ring 
excited  little  remark. 

In  the  morning,  a  meeting  was 
called  at  Holloway  Head  ^  but  it 
having  proved  a  failure^  A  second 


meeting  was  called  for  the  ereninff, 
and  was  most  numerously  attended. 
It  would  appear  that  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  the  crowds  which  at- 
tended it  made  their  way  to  the 
Bull -ring ;  a  great  portion  of  them 
breaking  off  at  this  point  to  meet 
Messrs.  Collins  and  Lovett,  whose 
return  from  gaol  was  expected  that 
night*  The  crowds  in  the  Bull- 
ring having  increased  considerably 
about  seven  o'clock,  the  police 
were  ordered  to  disperse  them. 
Having  met  with  resistance,  they 
were  compelled  to  resort  to  some 
violence,  and  wounded  three  men, 
one  slightly  and  two  severely.  The 
police,  in  order  to  avoid  all  cause 
for  irritation,  were  called  into  the 
police-office  yard,  out  of  the  gaze 
of  the  people.  The  latter,  about 
eight  o'clock,  became  exceedingly 
tumultuous,  and  commenced  break- 
ing the  windows  of  the  office,  and 
flinging  stones  into  the  yard  where 
the  police  were  drawn  up.  At 
half-past  eight  o'clock,  the  rioters 
began  breaking  the  windows  and 
large  lamps  in  High- street  and 
Spiceall-street.  At  length  they 
turned  their  attention  to  the  houses 
themselves ;  into  several  of  which 
they  repeatedly  made  attempts  to 
force  an  entrance.  Finding  that 
the  clubs  and  sticks  with  which 
they  were  provided  were  ineffective 
for  their  purpose,  they  rushed  at 
the  iron  palisades  surrounding  the 
Nelson  monument,  a  portion  of 
which  they  wrenched  from  the 
masonry,  and  then  returned  to 
the  work  of  destruction.  No 
time  elapsed  before  they  forced 
in  Messrs.  Bourne's,  tea  dealers, 
whose  premises  extend  in  front  of 
the  Bull-ring,  in  Moore-street. 
They  then  commenced  pillaging 
the  warehouses,  and  throwing  their 
contents  teas,  sugar,  spices,  &c., 
into  the  street.    They  next  broke 
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into  Mr.  Leggett's  jiremises^  (up- 
holsterer) taking  out  immense  rolls 
of  bed- ticking,  which  they  spread 
about  the  Bull-ring.  At  u  quarter 
past  nine,  the  order  for  putting 
out  the  lights  was  given,  and 
obeyed  by  the  rioters;  men  and 
boys  climbing  the  larap-])osts,  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  off  the  gas. 
The  next  object  of  destruction 
was  the  house  of  Mr.  Murcott^ 
cheesemonger,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Dakin,  tea-dealer,  which  they 
battered  in.  The  mob  next  de- 
molished the  front  of  Mr.  W. 
Dakin's^  tea-dealer;  also  that  of 
Mr.  Morton's,  silversmith,  and  Mr. 
Parkes,  tolmcconist.  In  the  in- 
terim, the  bed-ticking  which  was 
spread  in  the  Bull.ring,  was  col- 
lected in  a  heap  by  another  party, 
and  set  on  fire.  A  third  section 
was  busily  engaged  in  battering 
in  the  houses  (^  Mr.  Allen  Bursat^ 
baker ;  Mr.  Perkins^  (headborough 
of  Birmingham,)  brush-maker;  Mr. 
Arnold,  pork-shop;  Mr.  Pountney, 
grocer;  Mr.  C.  Heathy  cheese- 
monger ;  Mr.  Walton,  butcher ; 
Mr.  Fincher,  leatherseller ;  Mr. 
Bliss,  Spread-ea(>]e,  an  individual 
who  never  rendered  himself  ob- 
noxious ;  his  and  Mr.  Walton's 
houses  were  but  slightly  injured. 
They  were  about  attacking  Mr. 
Wain  Wright's,  liquor  •  merchant, 
corner  of  Market-street,  when  cries 
of  **  No.  no !  "  interrupted  them ; 
but  not  before  they  demolished  a 
magnificeut  lamp  recently  put  up. 
Mr.  Martyns,  cutler,  and  Mr. 
Banks^  druggist,  had  the  whole 
of  the  fronts  destroyed,  their  pro- 
perty pillaged,  and  otherwise  da- 
maged. The  immense  frontage  of 
Mr.  Gooden*s,  Nelson  hotel,  was 
next  assailed ;  the  windows  and 
doors  being  forced  in. 

At  a  few  minutes  past  nine,  the 
cry  of  **  Fire"  was  railed.  »ScJvrcely 


had  the  words  been  uttered^  before 
the  rioters  carried  immenoe  heapi 
of  the  bumiag  materials  from  the 
streets^  forcing  them  into  Messrs. 
Bourne's  and  Legffetfs  houses. 
Within  a  quarter  or  an  hoar  the 
flames  burst  out  with  awful  vio- 
lence^ amidst  the  hellish  yells  of 
the  rabble^  firom  both  houses.  Dur- 
ing all  this  period  neither  the  po- 
lice nor  the  military  made  their 
appearance.  The  rioters  had  the 
streets  to  themselves.  A  two-horse 
fire.engine  drove  up;  but  the  fire- 
men were  compelled  to  lash  their 
horses  ofS,  otherwise  their  lives 
would  have  been  the  forfeit.  The 
rioters  were  at  this  time  Irasily 
engaged  carrying  fire  to  the  other 
houses,  especially  the  Nelson :  but 
their  efforts  were  happily  rendered 
unavailing.  The  ceneral  cry 
amongst  the  inhabitants  was, 
''  Where  are  the  military  ?  where 
are  the  magistrates  ?" 

At  a  quarter  to  ten,  sixty  of 
the  metropolitan  police^  supported 
by  a  posse  of  specials,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  superintendent 
May,  rushed  upon  the  mob  sword 
in  hand.  The  latter  immediately 
yielded,  flying  in  all  directions. 
As  soon  as  they  drove  oflT  the  mob 
at  a  short  distance^  they  judidously 
retired.  The  dragoons  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Chatterton 
were  now  espied  coming  down 
Moore-street.  Another  squadron 
of  dragoons  at  the  same  moment 
^lloped  down  High-street;  the 
inhabitants  welcoming  them  with 
plaudits,  and  clapping  of  hands.  In 
five  minutes  after,  about  800  of  the 
Rifle  brigade  marched  down  to  the 
Bull-ring.  At  this  period,  also,  the 
engines  came  under  escorts.  The 
cavalry  was  all  this  time  scouring 
and  clearing  the  streets  and  sub- 
urbs, and  the  policemen  were  en- 
gaged bringing  in  prisontrt.    No 
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death  took  place,  although  two 
persons  were  dangerously,  if  not 
mortally,  n^ounded. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  the  roof 
of  Mr.  Bourne's  bouse  fell  in  ;  and 
about  twelve,  that  of  Mr.  Leggett 
met  the  same  fate.  The  engines 
continued  playing  till  one  o'clock, 
when  the  fire  was  got  under;  but 
the  houses  were  completely  de- 
stroyed.  The  riot  act  was  read  at 
an  early  hour. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  mili- 
tary patroled  the  streets  5  the  po- 
lice were  occupied  in  arresting 
stragglers,  and  the  magistrates  in 
examining  and  committing  pri- 
soners. The  shops  were  nearly  all 
closed,  and  the  inhabitants  full  of 
suspicion  and  alarm.  The  exaS' 
})eration  of  the  mob  against  the 
London  policemen  was  very  great, 
and  threats  of  vengeance  were  ut- 
tered aloud.  A  reward  of  100/. 
was  offered  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  chief  offenders. 

At  eight  o'clock,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  chartists  were 
attempting  to  get  up  a  meeting  at 
HoIIoway-head  :  and,  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence, 
two  troops  of  the  fourth  dragoons 
and  a  piece  of  artillery  proceeded 
to  the  spot  in  all  haste,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Chatterton. 
A  party  of  the  rifles  were  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Halston. 
Upon  seeing  the  dragoons  and  ar- 
tillery, the  chartists  did  notattempt 
to  come  into  collision  with  them, 
but  fled.  Towards  the  police  and 
soldiers  violent  language  was  used. 
>  About  twenty  prisoners  were  made 
upon  the  occasion.  No  disturbance 
subsequently  occurred  during  the 
night.  A  piece  of  artillery  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  High-street. 

A  memorial  to  lord  John 
Russell,  alleging  apathy,  miscon- 
duct^ and  incapacity  on  the  part 


of  the  magistrates,  was  numerously 
signed,  and  sent  to  London  on 
Tuesday  night. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  passed 
off  quietly ;  but  the  evidence  given 
before  the  magistrates,  who  were 
employed  in  examining  and  com- 
mitting captured  rioters,  was  not 
of  a  nature  to  dispel  apprehension. 
It  appeared  that  editions  of  colonel 
Macerone's  book  on  '*  Street  and 
House  Fighting"  and  the  employ- 
menf  of  the  ''new  Combination- 
arms,*'  had  been  extensively  circu- 
lated, at  a  penny  each,  with  a 
frontispiece  in  which  nine  ''foot 
lancers"  were  putting  as  many  re- 
gular soldiers  to  flight,  having 
wounded  four  of  them  !  A  large 
quantity  of  pikes,  manufiactured 
after  Macerone's  pattern,  were 
seized.  The  disposition  of  the  mob 
to  destroy  property  Was  not  con- 
cealed :  they  did  not  wish  to  injure 
anybody  personally,  but  would  make 
the  rich  as  poor  as  themselves. 

From  a  statement  sent  to  lord 
John  Russell  by  the  mayor  of  Bir- 
mingham, it  seems  that  the  ma- 
gistrates fully  believed  that  no 
disturbance  was  to  be  apprehended. 
The  mayor  remained  at  the  public 
office  till  five  in  the  evening,  and 
then  went  to  his  residence,  a  mile 
out  of  town  ;  leaving  orders  to  be 
sent  for  in  case  of  any  alarm.  One 
of  the  magistrates  was  near  the 
Bull -ring  at  a  quarter  past  eight, 
and  all  was  quiet.  Ihe  rioters 
made  their  appearance  suddenly; 
and  intelligence  being  immediately 
sent  to  the  mayor,  he,  with  another 
magistrate,  galloped  to  the  bar- 
racks, and  immediately  went  with 
a  body  of  dragoons  to  the  scene  of 
disturbance.  Of  course,  some  time 
elapsed  before  the  arrival  of  the 
mayor  and  dragoons;  and  in  the 
interval  the  outrages  were  1  pe* 
trated.    The  mayor,  on 
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himself  and  bis  brother  magistrates 
earnestly  called  for  an  inquiry  into 
their  conduct ;  which  was  after- 
wards instituted.  It  is  'singular, 
that  during  the  whole  of  these  dis- 
turbances, though  several  were 
wounded,  no  human  being  was 
killed. 

16.  Arithmetical  Pbodioy.-— 
At  an  entertainment  given  by  the 
lord  and  lady  mayoress  at  the 
£gyptian-hall>  PiccadillV)  the  com- 
pany were  highly  gratified  by  a 
lecture  from  Mr.  Gustavo  Adolphi 
Bassle,  a  boy  not  more  than  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  Age,  possessed 
of  inconceivable  powers  of  memory, 
of  which  he  gave  proofs  which 
astonished  everybody.  Papers  were 
distributed  among  the  numerous 
company^  containing  24^000  ques- 
tions, from  which  they  were  re- 
quested by  the  boy  and  his  father 
to  interrogate  him  as  rapidly  as 
they  could.  To  all  the  questions 
put  to  him  he  answered  correctly 
to  the  figure  or  letter,  and  without 
hesitation.  Amongst  those  who 
most  closely  examined  him  were 
the  lord  mayor.  Dr.  Birkbeck,  Dr. 
Conquest,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr. 
Stacey,  &c«  He  showed  the  order 
in  which,  in  the  game  of  chess,  the 
knight  must  move  to  pass  over  in 
sixty-four  moves  the  sixty-four 
squares  of  the  chessboard,  com- 
mencing for  example  at  No.  11, 
and  made  no  slip,  describing 
the  exact  position  of  each  figure. 
He  felt  no  hesitation  in  men- 
tioning the  hebdomadal  name  of 
the  1st  of  January  from  Christ 
to  the  year  1582,*  the  epoch  of 
the  Gregorian  reformation  of  the 
calendar,  and  from  1582  to  the 
year  2400.  He  gave  an  account 
of  the  comparison  between  certain 
velocities.  He  detailed  the  specific 
gravities  of  elastic  fluids,  of  liquids 
mid  solids,  a§  eiitracted  from  the 


Annuaire  du  Bureau  des  Longi- 
ludes  d  Paris.  After  having  for 
upwards  of  an  hour  kept  up  the 
astonishment  of  the  company,  he 
handed  round  a  paper  upon  which 
they  wrote  down  forty-five  different 
figures,  and  immediately  afterwards 
he  repeated  the  whole  backwards 
and  forwards  with  astonishing  ra- 
pidity. 

17*  Insult  to  the  Queen.** 
In  the  course  of  her  Majesty's 
ride  in  Hyde  Park,  the  Queen 
was  annoyed  by  the  impertinence 
of  a  person  on  horseback,  in  the 
garb  of  a  gentleman  ;  who  repeat- 
edly crossed  her  path,  and  endea- 
voured to  approach  the  Queen, 
laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast 
in  a  theatrical  and  ridiculous 
manner.  Though  warned  to  de« 
sist  from  such  improprieties,  he 
persisted  in  them,  till  Colonel 
Cavendish  gave  him  in  charge  to 
a  policeman,  who  conveyed  him 
to  a  station-house  in  Westmin- 
ster. The  man,  it  appears,  was 
a  commercial  traveller,  named 
Charles  Willett.  On  the  following 
day,  the  defendant  was  brought 
before  Mr.  MinshuU,  at  the  home 
office,  when  charges  of  assault 
were  preferred  against  him  by 
John  Light,  one  of  her  Majesty's 
grooms,  and  some  of  the  police 
constables,  who  had  been  attacked 
by  him  with  some  violence,  when 
they  attempted  to  take  him  into 
Custody.  He  was  ordered  to  pay 
5/.  for  assaulting  Light,  and  to 
enter  into  his  own  recognizances 
in  200/.>  and  find  two  sureties  in 
100/.  each  to  answer  for  good  be- 
haviour towards  all  her  Majesty *8 
subjects  for  the  next  twelve  months* 
—  Chartist  Meetings.— Char- 
tists to  the  estimated  number  of 
3,000  or  4,000,  met  in  Clerken- 
well  Green,  on  Monday  night  the 
Kfb;^     They  parsed  resolutiona 
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condemhing  the  proceedings  of 
the.  authorities  in  Birmingham. 
The  behaviour  of  the  persons  as- 
sembled was  orderly  3  not  a  flag 
or  banner  was  to  be  seen. 

On  the  1 7th,  a  few  delegates 
met  at  the  lumber  troop  room, 
and  discussed  the  propriety  of 
calling  upon  the  working  classes 
to  abstain  from  labour  for  one 
month.  Mr.  Fletcher  asked^  how 
those  who  had  no  money  were  to 
live  during  the  strike  }  Mr.  Bury 
replied — He  would  assemble  the 
workmen  at  a  given  hour  every 
morning,  and  march  them  through 
the  streets ;  and  then  the  middle 
classes  would  supply  them  either 
through  love  or  fear  — he  cared 
not  which.  It  was  a  fact,  that 
unanimity  towards  chartism  could 
only  be  found  in  the  worst-paid 
ranks.  The  man  who  earned  30«. 
a  week,  cared  nothing  for  those 
who  earned  but  15;,  and  the  lat- 
ter cared  as  little  for  the  men 
who  worked  for  5^.  or  6s.  a  week. 
There  was  an  aristocracy  of  the 
working  classes,  as  well  as  of  the 
gentry  and  nobility.  The  affair 
at  Birmingham  proved,  that  the 
people  were  not  yet  duly  organ- 
ized and  guided.  Mr.  Richard- 
son said,  the  people  had  had  several 
^^sacred  months"  at  a  time  already, 
and  the  manufacturers  would  con- 
sider their  refusal  to  work  just 
now  as  a  godsend. 

Of  course  nothing  was  done. 

18.  WEiiCHPOOL.  —  Trial  of 
THE  Llanidloes  Rioters.— The 
Montgomeryshire  assize  court  was 
crowded  to  excess  to-day,  in  con* 
sequence  of  it  being  known,  that 
the  individuals  connected  with  the 
outrages  at  Llanidloes,  would  be 
placed  upon  their  triaL  The  prison- 
ers, 32  in  number,  were  brought 
from  Montgomery  gaol  at  an  early 
hour,  and  were  ranged^  some  in 
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the  dock,  and  others  in  the  seats 
appropriated  for  solicitors.  They 
were  all  included  in  one  indict- 
ment, which  charged  them  with 
having  unlawfully  and  riotously 
assembled  together,  and  beginning 
to  demolish,  pull  down,  and  de* 
stroy  the  dwelling  house  of  David 
Evans,  at  Llanidloes,  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery. 

Upwards  of  20  witnesses  wete 
examined  for  the  prosecution,  and 
the  trial  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  day.  The  evidence  need  not 
here  be  given  ;  the  facts  of  the 
case  as  substantiated  by  the  wit- 
nesses, having  appeared  already; 

All  the  prisoners  were  identified 
as  having  taken  a  part  in  the  riot, 
with  the  exception  of  two,  who 
could  not  positively  be  spoken  to. 

The  learned  judige  having  mi« 
nutely  summed  up  the  evidence, 
the  jury  retired,  and  shortly  re-^ 
turned  with  a  verdict  of  Guilty 
against  all  the  prisoners,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  just  men* 
tioned. 

Mr.  Justice  Pattison  then  prOi* 
ceeded  to  pass  sentence,  and  in 
doingso,  said,  that  ifanyperson'slife 
had  been  sacrificed  through  the  pri- 
soners' violence,  the  whole  of  them 
might  have  been  indicted  for  mur« 
der.  He  should  make  an  example 
of  those  who  had  taken  the  most 
prominent  part  in  the  riots.  With 
respect  to  Abraham  Owen  and 
Lewis  Humphreys,  who  had  been 
convicted  of  training  and  drillings 
he  should  sentence  them  for  that 
offence,  and  not  for  the  riot,  as  it 
appeared  they  had  been  the  most 
violent  of  the  mob.  He  then  sen- 
tenced them  to  seven  years'  trans-* 
portation.  The  rest  of  the  pri« 
soners,  two  of  whom  were  women, 
were  sentenced  to  terms  of  im- 
prisonment varying  from  two 
months  to  one  year. 
I 
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19.  Conviction  of  Powell, 
THE  Chartist  Leader.— At  the 
same  assizes,  Thomas  PoweII>  re- 
cently in  business  as  an  iron* 
monger  in  Welchpool,  was  found 
guilty  of  having  on  the  9th  of 
April  made  use  of  seditious  lan- 

fuase,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
isanection  among  her  majesty's 
subjects.  The  following  was  the 
most  material  part  of  the  evi- 
dence. 

John  Jenkins,  (articled  clerk 
to  Mr.  Owens,  solicitor,  and  un- 
der sheriff  residing  at  Newtown ;) 
I  attended  a  meeting  at  Newtown, 
there  were  from  800  to  1,000 
persons  present.  Powell  was  there 
and  addressed  the  meeting.  I 
committed  his  language  to  writ* 
ing  soon  after.  He  said,  *^  I  am 
a  native  of  Newtown,  nor  am  I 
ashamed  to  own  it.  Whenever 
the  name  is  mentioned  in  my  ear, 
there  is  something  delightful  ac- 
companying it,  for  I  know  that 
the  inhabitants  are  liberal,  and 
will  preserve  their  rights  ;  but 
when  Welchpool  is  named,  there  is 
something  offensive  in  the  sound, 
for  the  inhabitants  are  Tories. 
But  I  have  had  abundant  proof  of 
your  boldness  in  opposing  tyranny. 
I  have  at  all  times  stood  forth  as 
your  leader  in  the  warfare,  and  I 
hope  you  will  not  forsake  me,  if 
called  forward,  but  that  you  will 
oppose  focce  to  force,  if  necessary. 
Some  of  our  members  want  us  to 
employ  moral  force.  What  will 
moral  force  do  for  us  ?  You  have 
groaned  enough  under  tyranny  to 
know  that  it  will  not  avail  you. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  such 
strife;  be  determined,  and  your 
opponents  will  not  withstand  you. 
Your  number  is  sufficient,  be  close 
together,  and  you  will  march 
through  every  town  and  city  in 
the  kingdom,  without  opposition, 


clearing  every  obstacle  in  your 
way."  The  words  **  physical  force" 
were  cheered  by  the  people.  They 
answered  "  We  will." 

Mr.  Richard  Williams,  flannel 
manufecturer  of  Newtown,  was  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting.  Heard  Pow- 
ell speak,  don't  recollect  the  words 
he  made  use  of,  but  the  first  part 
I  heard,  was  his  desiring  the 
people  to  form  themselves  into 
committees,  and  go  round  to  the 
farmers  and  their  servants,  and 
coifvert  them  to  their  opinions. 
Another  part  of  his  speech  was 
loudly  chc*ered,  and  he  said, 
'^  Perhaps  those  who  cheered  the 
most  would  fight  the  least."  He 
said,  provided  they  were  called  up 
in  the  morning  to  fight,  he  ho|)ed 
every  man  would  fight  to  the 
death,  and  added,  ''  I  will  be 
your  leader."  The  people  an- 
swered "Yes,  we  will."  These 
were  the  words,  as  well  as  I  can 
recollect.  There  were  700  or 
1,000  present. 

'  Mr.  fi.  Powell,  flannel  manufac- 
turer, was  also  at  the  meeting,  and 
heard  Powell  urging  the  people  to 
physical  force,  to  gain  their  ends 
m  case  moral  force  failed. 

For  the  [irisoner  several  witness- 
es were  called,  who  thought  that 
Powell's  speech  so  far  as  thev  had 
heard  it,  had  a  peaceable  ten  lency. 
He  spoke  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
working  classes  in  the  country, 
particularly  the  labourers,  and  ad- 
vised the  people  of  Newtown  to 
send  missionaries  to  instruct  them 
in  their  political  rights,  and  urged 
them  to  support  the  national  con. 
vention."  He  recommended  moral 
force,  but  the  witnesses  did  not 
hear  him  urge  the  people  to  use 
physical  force.  The  people  did 
not  make  much  answer  when  he 
spoke  of  moral  force. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
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GuiUy,  with  a  recommeudation  to 
mercy. 

The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to 
be  imprisoned  in  Montgomery 
gaol  for  the  terra  of  12  months^ 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
)>ertod,  to  find  sureties  to  keep 
the  peAce  for  5  years,  himself  in 
400/.,  and  two  sureties  in  200/. 
each,  and  to  befiirther  imprisoned 
until  such  sureties  vere  found. 

19.  Thial  for  Libel.  —  At 
the  York  assizes,  Mr.  -^eargus 
O'Connor  was  tried  on  a  crimtoal 
information  for  publishing  in  the 
Northern  Star,  a  paper  of  whiqh 
he  was  the  editor,  the  following 
libel  on  the  guardians  of  the  poor- 
law  union  at  Warminster  in 
Wiltshire  :— 

"  Warminster  Bastile.  A  little 
boy  last  week,  for  some  small  of- 
fence, was  confined  in  one  of  the 
cells  belonging  to  the  above  work- 
house, and  was  literally  starved  to 
death.  The  poor  little  fellow 
during  his  confinement  actually 
ate,  in  consequence  of  hunger, 
two  of  his  fingers  and  the  flesh 
from  his  arm." 

Mr.  O'Connor  conducted  his 
own  defence.  The  article  itself, 
he  said  was  ludicrous.  If  indeed 
they  believed  that  the  boy  did  eat 
his  lingers,  they  might  be  quite 
certain  the  governor  was  not  fed 
on  such  things ;  whatever  he  gave 
the  boys,  he  seem  at  least  to  have 
taken  good  care  of  himself.  Mr. 
O'Connor  was  never  at  Warmin- 
ster in  his  life;  he  never  wrote 
the  paragraph;  he  never  saw  or 
heard  of  it  until  the  attorney- 
general  moved  for  the  rule;  the 
article  came  through  the  medium 
of  another  newspaper,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  it  treated  of  the 
low  price  of  labour  at  Warminster. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  motives 
for  the   prosecution;   and   asked 


why  this  information  had  been 
allowed  to  slumber  from  December 
to  April,  except  that  the  ministry 
hoped  for  a  larger  bait ;  and  that 
not  being  offered,  they  thought  a 
smaller  one  would  do  V 

A  verdict  of  guilty  was  re- 
turned by  the  jury;  and  Mr. 
O'Connor  entered  into  recogni- 
zances to  appear  at  Warminster 
and  receive  judgment,  which,  how- 
ever, the  parties  complaining  did 
not  eventually  press  for. 

20.  Chartist  Proceedings.— 
In  the  north  of  England,  the  same 
spirit  of  turbulence  and  discontent 
prevailed,  as  had  been  exhibited 
elsewhere.  Meetings  were  held 
in  Manchester,  Bury,  Bolton, 
Sunderland,  and  Bradford;  and 
in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  on  the 
night  of  the  20th,  a  serious  dis^ 
turbance  occurred.  It  does  not 
appear  that  it  had  a  political 
origin ;  but,  from  the  following 
account  in  the  Tyne  Mercury ^  it 
seems  pretty  evident  that  it  took 
a  political  direction — 

*'  Notwithstanding  a  placard 
issued  by  the  council  of  the  nor- 
thern political  union,  calling  upon 
the  chartists  to  respect  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  consequence  of  their  nightly 
meetings  not  having  been  inter- 
fered with,  a  rather  8e»*ious  out- 
rage, which  has  created  some 
alarm  in  Newcastle,  has  been  com- 
mitted upon  both  public  and 
private  property.  It  was  stated 
that  the  mob  wasfirvt  collected 
together  hy  a  drunken  fight,  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  this 
(Sunday)  morning ;  but  they  pro- 
ceeded to  a  pile  of  britks  lying 
near  the  new  Corn  Exchange ;  and 
having  loaded  themselves,  they 
immediately  commenced  breaking 
the  windows  of  the  Union  Bank. 
They  next  proceeded  along  Col- 
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lingwood-street^  breaking  the  gas- 
lamps^    not    one    of   which    was 
suffered  to  escape,  and  most  of  the 
windows  on  both  sides  of  the  way. 
From     Colling  wood- street     they 
turned    into    Dean-street,    com. 
mitting  similar  devastation  on  the 
lamps  and  windows  in  their  pro- 
gress.    When  opposite  the  Tyne 
Mercury    office    they   set    up    a 
tremendous    yell,    and    instantly 
proceeded  to  aeal  forth  their  ven- 
geance upon  the  premises  of  that 
establishment ;  the  editor  of  which 
paper,  by  his  marked  denunciation 
of  the  chartist  doctrines,  no  doubt 
drew  down  upon  him  the  vengeance 
of  the  rioters.     The  mayor,  John 
Fife,  esq.,  having  been  sent  for, 
promptly  made  his  appearance:  as 
did  aJso  another  magistrate,  Dr. 
Headlam.     Still  the  riotous  pro* 
ceedings  continued  5  and  the  pub- 
lic streets  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Nicholas- square   presented   a 
scene  of  the  greatest  tumult  and 
uproar.     In  this  minacious  state 
of  things,  notice  was  sent  to  the 
barracks  for  the  soldiers  to  be  in 
readiness ;  the  whole  garrison  was 
under    arms    with    the    greatest 
celerity,  and  continued  so  for  two 
hours;  but  the  active  and  unre. 
mitting  exertions   of  the   police, 
and  the  caption  of  several  of  the 
ringleaders  (fourteen  in  number), 
at  the  same  time  thut  the  morning 
began    to    dawn,    dispirited    the 
cowardly  ruffians ;  who  sounded  a 
retreat   at    about    half-past    two 
o'clock  this  morning;    and  thus 
the  appearance  of  the  military  was 
rendered  unnecessary.     Some  very 
threatening  language    was  made 
use  of  by  the  rioters.     One  fellow 
said,   '  Let   us   fire  the    Courant 
printing-office,'  one  of  the  most 
valuable  establishments  of  the  kind 
in   Newcastle;  and  another  mis- 
creant^ on  seeing  the  chief  magis- 


trate, exclaimed,  *  That's  the 
mayor ;  I'll  smash  him,'  attempt- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  throw  a 
half-brick  at  him;  but,  luckily, 
one  of  the  police  arrested  not 
only  his  arm,  but  his  body  also, 
taking  him  into  custody.  On  the 
person  of  a  pitman,  who  was  also 
arrested,  a  pike -head  was  found 
concealed." 

The  magistrates  lost  no  time  in 
committing  the  prisoners  for  trial. 

2i.  New  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  —  A  Roman  Catholic 
church  was  opened  at  Evering- 
ham,  in  Worcestershire,  in  a  style 
of  splendour  unequalled  in  Eng- 
land. The  building  cost  30,000/.; 
and  the  procession  of  bishops  and 
clergy,  with  the  pope's  banners 
and  the  host  elevated,  it  is  said,  was 
more  splendid  than  ever  witnessed 
in  modern  days  in  this  country. 

22.  Huntingdon  Maiden  As- 
size AND  Curious  Manorial  Cus- 
tom.— The  learned  judges  arrived 
in  this  town,  and  the  commission 
was  opened  with  the  accustomed 
solemnities;  after  which,  both 
courts  were  adjourned  until  next 
day.  Upon  the  re-assembling  of 
the  court  and  its  officers  at  the 
appointed  hour,  with  the  grave 
ceremonies  established  by  ancient 
usage  on  such  occasions,  it  ap- 
peared that  their  lordships  might 
have  adjourned  until  the  next 
assizes;  for  neither  cause  nor 
criminal  was  there  to  be  tried. 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan,  in  briefly 
charging  the  grand  jury,  congra- 
tulated them  on  the  peaceable  and 
honest  state  of  things  existing 
around  them,  which  he  trusted 
would  be  as  permauent  as  it  was 
satisfactory.  The  gentlemen  then 
retired  for  a  ^ew  minutes  to  their 
private  room,  and  presently  re- 
turned and  informed  the  court, 
"  they  had  nothing  to  present^" 
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when  they  were  discharged  from 
further  attendance.  Some  of  the 
|>etty  jurors  were  very  angry  at 
"  being  called  so  far  from  home, 
and  all  for  nothing." 

The  learned  judges  proceeded  to 
Oakham.  On  this  occasion  the 
bailiff  of  the  manor  was  successful 
in  catching  lord  Abinger,  and 
asserting  the  right,  by  ancient 
manorial  custom,  to  a  horse-shoe 
at  his  lordship*s  charge,  to  grace 
the  castle  walls.  On  two  former 
occasions  of  this  learned  lord 
being  in  the  commission  of  assize 
he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the 
ofRcer,  and  the  cost  of  compliance 
with  the  manorial  custom.  Se* 
veral  new  shoes,  of  Patagonian 
dimensions,  had  been  lately  added 
to  the  collection  in  the  castle. 
Amongst  them  are  those  of  lord 
Denman,  lord  Barham,  the  earl  of 
Roden,  the  marquess  of  Cholmon- 
dcley^  and  the  bishop  of  Carlisle. 
Lord  Willoughby  D'Eresby  con- 
tributed the  usual  fee  (5/.  to  10/.), 
and  sent  a  real  horse-shoe — one 
which  had  been  worn  by  his  well- 
known  favourite  hunter.  Clinker. 
It  is  gilt,  and  nailed  over  the  door 
of  the  grand  jury-room.  There 
are  now  nearly  one  hundred  shoes, 
of  various  dimensions,  hung  up  in 
the  old  hall  of  the  castle,  which 
forms  the  assize  courts.  They  are 
inscribed  with  the  names  of  the 
donors,  and  amongst  them  are 
several  from  royal  personages, 
including  queen  Victoria's  and  the 
duchess  of  Kent's.  The  building 
was  erected  in  the  year  1060,  and  it 
is  thought  that  an  immense  iron 
shoe,  of  singularly  beautiful  work- 
manship, which  looks  like  the 
ancestor  of  all  the  rest,  is  nearly 
as  old  as  the  castle  itself. 

24.  *'  Little  Waddinqton," 
THE  Bill-sticker.— This  welU 
known  personage  was  brought  up 


at  Hatton-garden  office,  on  a 
charge  of  having  two  unloaded 
pistols  in  his  possession.  He  had 
been  taken  into  custody  on  Clerk'- 
en well-green  that  morning.  Wit- 
nesses were  examined  at  great 
length,  to  show  that  he  was 
connected  with  the  chartists,  and 
was  present  as  a  speaker  at  all 
their  out-door  meetings.  He  said 
he  was  going  to  raffle  the  pistols ; 
and  attempted  to  show  that 
chartist  meetings  were  not  illegal, 
and  that  every  person  had  a  right 
to  go  armea.  He  quoted  lord 
John  Russell  as  his  authority  for 
this  latter  statement.  Wadaing- 
ton  was  remanded ;  and  the  next 
day  he  was  liberated,  on  entering 
into  his  own  recognizances  to  meet 
any  charge  brought  against  him 
at  the  sessions.  He  took  advan- 
tage of  his  liberation  to  distribute 
among  the  persons  in  the  office  an 
inflammatory  handbill,  calling  on 
the  *'men  and  women  of  Eng- 
land" to  make  a  run  on  the  Bank 
for  gold,  as  "  Rothschild  the  Jew 
sends  20,000/.  daily  in  sovereigns 
to  France  !*' 

25.  Drury  Lane  Theatre. — • 
Tlie  proprietors  of  this  concern 
assembled  in  the  saloon  ;  the  earl 
of  Glengall  in  the  chair.  The  ex- 
hibition of  the  state  of  the  finances 
was  a  woful  affair.  It  appeared 
that  though  Mr.  Bunn  had  taken 
the  theatre  at  a  rent  of  6,000/.  a 
year,  he  had  only  paid  6,000/.  in 
three  years,  and  last  year  only 
1,350/.  Mr.  Greorge  Robins  said, 
that  during  the  last  season  the 
theatre  had  been  disgraced  beyond 
all  power  of  redemption, by  its  hav- 
ing been  opened  for  the  admission  of 
persons  at  one  shilling  a  head.  It 
was  kept  open  until  the  attraction 
of  both  horses  and  asses  failed  to 
draw  an  audience  j  and  then  the 
classic  boards  of  Drury  Lane  wer^ 
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still  further  disgraced  by  jxirsons 
being  admitted  at  ODe  shilling 
each.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
committee  had  not  made  proper 
exertions  to  let  the  theatre. 
Covent  Garden  had  been  let  for 
7,000/.  a  year  to  Mr.  Osbaldiston, 
and  the  money  had  been  duly  paid. 
It  was  afterwards  let  to  Mr. 
Macready,  who  had  paid  the 
whole  of  the  rent  ho  had  agreed 
to.  Why,  then,  was  not  Drury 
Lane  theatre  let  to  the  same 
advantage  ? 

A  proprietor  wished  to  know 
the  actual  state  of  the  finances? 
Mr.  Robins  said — The  debts  were 
17,706/.;  to  meet  which,  there 
was  17,704/. ;  which  latter  amount 
consisted  of  5,000/.  due  from  cap- 
tain Polhill,  and  12,000/.  from 
Mr.  Buiin!  It  was  stated  that 
Mr.  Hammond  had  taken  the 
theatre  for  three  years. 

25.  Assault. — At  Maidstone 
Assizes,  John  Gage,  aged  26,  a 
private  in  the  15th  hussars,  was 
indicted  for  robbing  Rebecca 
Elizabeth  Sharp,  and  at  the  time 
of  such  robbery  using  personal 
violence.  Another  indictment 
charged  the  prisoner  with  a  capi« 
tal  offence. 

The  prosecutrix  stated  that  she 
had  been  separated  from  her  hus- 
band st^ven  years,  and  for  the  last  five 
years  had  lived  with  another  man. 
On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  of  May 
she  was  at  Gillingham,when  a  sol- 
dier laid  hold  of  her  and  dragged  her 
to  an  obscure  place  by  the  road 
side.  She  sued  for  mercy  and  told 
bim  she  was  a  married  woman, 
but  he  gained  the  upper  hand  of 
her.  (The  witness  proceeded  to 
detail  facts,  which  left  no  doubt 
of  a  capital  offence  having  been 
committed.)  She  must  have  been 
there  nearly  two  hours  before  he 
left  b^f  and  she  was  inseosible 


during  the  greater  |>art  of  tlic  time. 
She  made  all  the  resistance  in  her 
power,  and  scratched  his  face  and 
hands.  He  beat  her  about  the 
head,  and  gave  her  two  black  eyes, 
bit  her  in  several  places,  and  her 
middle  finger  to  the  bone.  After 
the  prisoner  had  left  her,  she  dis- 
covered that  she  had  been  robbed 
of  her  money  and  pocket  book. 
She  denied  positively  that  she  had 
been  drinking  with  the  prisoner 
and  his  comrades  that  night  or  at 
any  other  time.  (The  bonnet  and 
apparel  worn  by  her  that  night 
were  here  produced  5  almost  every 
article  was  literuUy  torn  into  slips, 
and  much  stained  with  blood.) 
She  had  received  severe  kicks  or 
blows  in  the  lower  part  of  her  ab- 
domen, from  the  effects  of  which 
she  never  expected  to  recover. 
The  witness  was  rigidly  and 
shrewdly  cross-examined  by  the 
prisoner,  but  she  gave  a  direct 
negative  to  most  of  the  questions 
put  to  her. 

The  prosecutrix  identified  the 
tattered  dress  and  the  riband  found 
in  the  prisoner's  {>ocket.  She  was 
quite  sure  as  to  the  identity  of 
the  prisoner. 

The  jury  consulted  for  three 
minutes,  and  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty. 

Lord  chief  justice  Tindal  said, 
he  fully  concurretl  in  the  decision 
of  the  jury,  and  told  the  pri- 
soner that  his  offence  was  one  of 
great  atrocity,  and  degrading  to 
the  sex  and  the  species  to  which 
he  belonged.  The  court  adjudged 
him  to  be  transported  beyond  the 
seas  for  the  term  of  his  natural  life. 

26.  Another  Case  of  As- 
sault AT  THE  Durham  Assizes. 
— The  Rev.  Robert  Carswell,  a 
dissenting  minister,  was  indicted 
for  a  rape  upon  the  person  of  Aon 
Brown,  at  South  Shieldsii  00  Moo* 


JULY.3 


CHRONICLE. 


119 


day>  the  3rd  of  June,  last.  At  the 
time  of  the  alleged  offence^  the 
prosecutor,  who  was  only  between 
15  and  16  years  of  age,  bad  lired 
in  the  prisoner's  service  for  11 
weeks.  He  was  a  married  man 
with  four  children.  His  wife^  and 
two  of  the  children  had  been  some 
time  absent  in  Scotland.  The 
other  children  were  left  at  home 
with  the  gu:]^  the  youngest  of 
whom  slept  with  her.  On  thie 
morning  of  Monday^  the  3rd  of 
June,  the  prisoner  went  into  her 
bed  room  in  his  night  dress*  She 
resisted  his  approaches,  and  threat- 
ened to  rap  the  wall  behind  which 
a  Mrs.  Davis  slept.  He  then  went 
away,  but  returned  twice  at  short 
intervals,  and  the  third  time  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  his  purpose. 
She  remained  in  bed  an  hour  after 
without  making  any  alarm,  and 
then  rose  and  proceeded  to  put  the 
house  to  right  as  usual,  and  went 
to  the  baker's  for  bread.  At 
breakfast  he  spoke  to  her,  and 
asked  her  to  meet  him  at  a  place 
called  the  Marsden-rock,  whicn  she 
refused,  and  said  she  would  tell 
her  mother.  He  directed  her 
what  to  prepare  for  dinner,  and 
then  went  out,  but  did  not  return 
at  the  time  named.  Several  per- 
sous  in  the  course  of  the  morning 
called,  among  whom  were  some 
ladies  and  the  prisoner  s  surgeon, 
to  inquire  after  his  health,  he 
having  been  lately  indispcKsed; 
to  none  of  whom  did  she  mention 
the  case.  Towards  evening  she 
went  to  her  mother's  house,  and 
intimated  what  had  taken  place. 
No  marks  of  violence  appeared  on 
her  person  indicating  that  coercion 
had  been  used. 

The  prisoner's  counsel,  Mr. 
Dundas,  addressed  a  powerful 
speech  to  the  jury,  in  which  he 
insisted  thftt  there  w«8  iKme  of 


that  confirmation  which  the  law 
required  in  a  case  of  this  kiud^  to 
show  that  what  had  taken  place, 
was  against  the  will  of  the  prose* 
cutrix. 

The  jury  after  a  short  retire- 
ment, returned  a  verdict  of  not 
guillif. 

Mr.  Justice  Coltman  addressing 
the  prisoner,  said,  that  he  con- 
curred in  the  verdict,  but  that  the 
prosecutor  had  much  to  regret  and 
repent  of,  and,  that  his  conduct  to 
the  young  woman,  as  his  servant, 
and  at  such  a  tender  age,  was 
extremely  disgraceful. 

—  Riot  at  a  Theatbe. — A 
party  of  Jews  got  up  a  disturbance 
at  the  Garrick  Theatre,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  performance  of 
a  new  piece,  founded  on  the  late 
robbery,  called  Gold  Dust,  At 
the  dose  of  the  performance,  Mr. 
Denvil,  the  manager,  came  for- 
ward and  said— «'*  Ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, you  who  are  for  a  repetition 
of  the  Gold  Dusi,  hold  up  one 
hand."  More  than  nine  tenths  of 
the  audience  responded  to  the  call 
by  holding  up  a  hand,  to  the  great 
discomfiture  of  those  who  had  at- 
tended with  a  view  of  damning  the 
piece.  During  the  uproar,  a  young 
man,  named,  Myers,  the  son  of  a 
wealthy  Jew,  was  apprehended 
and  taiken  to  the  station-house, 
for  destroying  a  portion  of  the 
ceiling  of  the  house  -;  and  a  great 
effort  was  made  by  a  mob  of  nearly 
three  hundred  of  his  tribe,  who 
were  in  front  of  the  theatre,  to  res- 
cue him. 

27.  Civic  Progress  on  tub 
Thames. — On  the  evening  of  this 
day,  the  lord  [mayor  returned  to 
the  Mansion-house,  after  an  ab. 
sence  of  six  days,  *'  on  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  conservancy  of  the 
Thames."  It  appears,  that  in 
obedienco  io  an  old  custom^  the  lord 
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mayor,  with  bis  wife  and  a  party, 
went  up  the  river  as  far  as  Henley, 
in  civic  pomp,  and  received  and 
gave  entertainments  during  their 
progress.  The  principal  feasting 
was  at  Windsor.  The  Qiieen  had 
sent  orders  that  lord  Wilson  and 
bis  lady  should  be  shown  over  the 
Castle,  even  into  the  private  apart- 
ments of  royalty ;  and  the  towns- 
people of  Windsor  gave  the  civic 
party  a  dinner  at  the  White  Hart. 
They  were  received  on  their  return 
at  Magna  Charta  Island,  by  Mr. 
Harcourt,  M.P.,  and  with  a  salute 
of  guns.  Here,  the  scene  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exceedingly  ani- 
mated :— 

*'  From  the  door  of  the  cottage 
to  the  water's  edge,  a  temporary 
landing  had  been  provided,  the 
steps  of  which  were  covered  with 
crimson  carpeting.  On. the  last 
step  stood  Mr  and  Mrs.  Har- 
court,  and  their  youthful  son,  who 
held  in  his  hand  a  large  bouquet 
of  flowers.  On  each  side  of  the 
landing  were  placed  120  boys  and 
girls  of  the  charity  school,  dressed 
in  the  costume  of  King  John's 
time,  and  holding  baskets  of 
flowers.  The  banks  of  the  river 
were  crowded  with  people  ;  and  in 
the  front  of  the  cottage  stood  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  surrounding 
villagers  with  their  families.  At 
a  little  distance  stood  Mr.  Har- 
court's  labourers,  with  agricultural 
implements  in  their  hands.  The 
band  of  the  second  life  guards, 
stationed  on  the  grounds,  joined 
the  lord  mayor^s  band  in  playing 
the  national  anthem*  The  mo- 
ment the  lady  mayoress  landed, 
she  was  presented  with  the  bou- 
quet in  an  elegant  cornucopia  of 
white  cornelian  and  gold,  by  the 
son  of  Mr.  Harcourt ;  and  as  the 
party   ascended  the   steps    and 


passed  along  the  platform,  the 
children  strewed  flowers  in  their 
path .  They  were  next  conducted 
to  the  cottage  ;  in  which  the  first 
thing  that  attracted  heir  atten- 
tion was  the  stone  on  which  King 
John  signed  Magna  Charta.  Mrs. 
Harcourt  provided  each  of  the 
perty  with  a  book  of  views  of  the 
island,  and  begged  that  they  would 
all  enter  their  names  as  visitors  to 
the  island.  Ankerwick  House,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Harcourt,  was 
fitted  up  to  receive  them  in  true 
baronial  style,  the  walls  being  co« 
vered  with  emblems  and  ancient 
armour.  The  spacious  hall  was 
laid  out  as  a  banquetting  room. 
Mr.  Harcourt  had  provided,  under 
a  tent,  refreshments  for  all  the 
lord  mayor's  watermen,  servants, 
officers,  and  attendants.  The 
state-barge,  on  its  departure,  was 
saluted  with  guns,  which  kept  up  a 
fire  as  long  as  the  party  were  within 
sight  of  the  host  and  hostess." 

—  Charge  of  Embezzlement. 
— Chistopher  Todd,  one  of  the 
tellers  at  the  bank  of  Liverpool, 
was  charged  before  the  magistrates 
with  having  embezzled  several 
large  sums  of  money.  The  court 
was  crowded  with  merchants, 
bankers,  and  individuals  engaged 
in  commercial  pursuits.  Evidence 
was  given  of  the  appropriation  by 
the  prisoner  of  large  sums  belong- 
ing to  a  Mr.  Smith,  and  further 
defalcations  to  the  amount  of  3,000/. 
had  been  discovered,  and  were  laid 
to  his  account.  The  prisoner,  a 
well-dressed  young  man,  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  when  placed  at 
the  bar,  held  down  his  head  till  he 
reach'ed  the  front  of  the  dock,  and 
then  he  immediatelv  buried  his 
face  in  his  silk  handkerchief,  and 
kept  it  covered  from  view  during 
the  whole  examination,  except  at 
one  juncture,  wbea  be  raised  his 
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head  for  an  instant.  In  the  cutirse 
of  the  examination  several  witnesses 
proved  that  they  paid^  in  the  course 
of  business,  sums  of  money  to  the 
prisoner^  of  the  receipt  of  which  he 
had  given  no  account  to  the^bank. 
He  was  committed  for  trial. 

—  Murder. — At  Durham  as- 
sizes, Jacob  Frederick  Ehlert,  a 
Prussian,, was  put  to  the  bar,  to 
take  his  trial  upon  an  indictment 
which  charged  him  with  the  wilful 
murder  of  captain  John  Frederick 
Bergholtz,  at  the  parish  of  Monk- 
wearmouth,  on  the  Idth  of  June 
previous. 

The  prisoner,  being  a  foreigner, 
was  entitled  to  be  tried  by  a  jury 
cle  medieiate  lingiice,  but  he  waived 
xhe  privilege,  depending  upon  one 
composed  entirely  of  Englishmen. 

The  unfortunate  man  who  had 
been  murdered  was  the  captain  of 
a  vessel  called  the  Phoenix,  which 
traded  between  a  port  in  Prussia 
and  this  country.  On  the  13th  of 
June,  his  dead  body  was  found  in 
the  water  on  a  shoal  of  sand  near  the 
bridge  at  Sunderland,  and  from  the 
manner  of  its  disposition,  and  the 
nature  of  the  injuries  which  had 
been  inflicted  upon  it,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  its  having  been 
murdered.  The  crew  consisted  of 
five  persons,  the  prisoner  was  mate. 
AH  of  them  were  taken  into  custody, 
and  shortly  after  a  confession  was 
made  by  one  of  them,  a  boy  of 
nineteen  years  of  age,  named  Mul- 
ler,  who  admitted  his  participa- 
tion in  the  crime,  but  fixed  the 
guilt  of  it  upon  the  prisoner.  The 
following  was  the  most  material 
part  of  the  evidence. 

Benjamin  Howe,  serjeant  of 
police  in  Sunderland. — 1  assisted 
to  take  the  body.  A  stone  and  a 
rope  were  attached  ta  it.  The 
rope  was  tied  round  the  body. 
The  body  bad  oo  a  flanoel  ^birti 


and  above  that  a  white  linen  shirt. 
He  had  a  pair  of  stockings  on. 
The  right  side  of  the  forehead 
above  the  eye  was  smashed  in. 
There  was  a  cut  above  the  eye  be- 
twixt where  it  was  smashed  in  and 
the  eye. 

Mr.  William  Dodd,  surffeen  in 
Sunderland. — I  was  called  upon 
to  examine  the  body  at  the  work- 
house on  the  13th  of  June.  The  face 
and  head  presented  marks  of  the 
most  severe  injury,  there  were  two 
very  deep  and  severe  wounds  on  the 
forehead.  I  opened  the  head.  The 
forepart  of  the  head  was  broken 
into  almost  countless  pieces.  It 
was  a  complete  mass  of  broken 
bone.  There  was  a  red  coloured 
mark  on  the  neck  half  round  the 
right  side.  It  would  be  a  blunt 
instrument,  with  a  partially  angu- 
lar surface,  which  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  cause  those  injuries.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  inju- 
ries were  caused  before  death,  from 
the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  skin 
and  the  quantity  of  congealed  blood 
found  amongst  the  broken  bones. 
The  lips  were  fresh  and  like  life. 
I  infer  from  that  that  he  died 
almost  instantaneously.  The  mark 
on  the  neck  was  caused  soon  after 
death.  It  looked  more  like  a  mark 
caused  by  a  handkerchief,  than 
from  a  cord. 

Frederick  Miiller.— I  was  on 
board  the  Phoenix  on  the  13th  of 
June  last.  I  was  second  apprentice. 
I  went  on  my  watch  between  twelve 
and  two  o'clock  that  morning.  The 
prisoner  came  to  me  and  desired 
me  to  come  down  into  the  captain's 
cabin.  I  said,  what  have  I  to  do 
there?  The  prisoner  gave  no  an- 
swer, but  went  down  to  the  cabin 
and  brought  a  bottle  of  spirits  up. 
He  gave  me  about  half  a  glass. 
He  then  desired  me  again  to  go 
down  to  the  cabioj  and  I  went 
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down.  Wlien  we  came  before  the 
cabin  door,  the  prisoner  desired 
me  to  put  off  my  shoes.  The  pri- 
soner had  no  shoes  on.  I  did  not 
S3e  that  he  had  anything  in  his 
hand.  The  mate  had  a  lantern 
covered  with  a  jacket.  He  gave 
me  both.  He  desired  me  to  take 
off  the  jacket  from  the  lantern. 
When  it  was  uncovered,  the  light 
fell  on  the  face  of  the  captain. 
The  captain  was  lying  asleep  on 
the  larboard  side  of  the  ship  in  his 
sleeping  room.  The  mate  had  a 
maaker  in  his  hand^  with  which  he 
struck  the  captain  three  blows.  A 
maaker  is  an  iron  hammer  of  a  cer- 
tain weight  and  a  long  handle. 
The  mate  held  the  maaker  with 
both  hands  and  struck.  When  the 
captain  got  the  first  blow  he  groan- 
ed once.  He  made  no  more  noise. 
I  did  not  see  where  the  mate  got 
the  maaker  from.  There  was  one 
on  board.  It  was  used  to  beat 
salt-fish  tender.  The  captain's 
head  was  on  a  pillow.  I  said^ 
'<  Mate  what  are  you  doing,  why 
do  you  do  so  V*  He  did  not  answer. 
I  wished  to  run  away,  but  the 
mate  took  hold  of  me  and  locked 
the  cabin  door.  The  mate  took  a 
line,  the  thickness  of  my  little  fin- 
ger, and  tied  round  the  neck  of 
the  body  and  dragged  it  upon  the 
fioor.  The  mate  put  a  pair  of 
stockings  and  a,  pair  of  blue  trow- 
sers  on  the  body,  and  a  sack  made 
of  sailcloth  wliich  he  drew  over 
the  whole  body.  When  the  pri- 
soner had  done  so  he  opened  the 
c;ibin  door,  and  took  a  sheet  from 
the  captain's  berth,  and  I  ran  up 
stairs.  The  mate  ran  after  me^ 
took  hold  of  me,  and  drawing  a 
knife  out  of  his  pocket,  threatened 
to  kill  me  if  I  ran  away.  He  said 
if  I  would  not  betray  him  he  would 
give  me  300/.,  and  that  he  thought 
ike  captain  had  got  as  much.  The 


mate  then  took  up  the  skylight 
over  the  captain's  cabin.  He  took 
a  line  from  one  of  the  sails  and,  let 
it  down  into  the  cabin.  The  mate 
went  down  into  the  cabin.  I  oould 
not  see  what  he  did  there.  He 
returned  to  where  I  was,  and  drew 
the  body  of  the  captain  through 
the  skylight  upon  deck.  The  body 
was  in  the  bag  then.  He  carried 
it  to  the  larboard  side,  and  threw 
it  overboard.  It  was  fast  to  the 
rope.  The  mate  held  it  fast.  He 
•ordered  me  to  bring  the  boat  round 
to  the  starboard  side.  It  was  lying 
in  the  water  at  the  forepart  of  the 
ship.  I  went  and  brought  it  round. 
The  mate  came  down  into  the  boat 
to  me,  and  fastened  the  line  on 
the  body  to  the  boat.  I  wanted  to 
run  out  of  the  boat.  The  mate 
took  hold  of  me  and  pushed  the 
boat  off.  Each  of  us  took  an  oar 
and  rowed.  The  body  was  lying 
in  the  water,  and  the  rope  being 
attached  to  the  boat  we  dragged  it 
after.  The  vessel  was  lying  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  We  rowed 
up  the  river  towards  the  bridge, 
and  pulled  towards  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  A  stone  was  lying 
on  the  shore.  The  mate  went  on 
shore  and  brought  the  stone  into 
the  boat.  The  mate  took  part  of 
the  line  and  fastened  the  stone  to 
the  rope  which  the  body  was  fixed 
to.  The  mate  then  threw  the  stone 
overboard,  and  the  body  which  was 
in  the  water  sank  with  it.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  river  to- 
wards the  bridge;  it  was  high 
water.  The  trousers  and  the  bag 
were  lost  off  in  rowing.  We  then 
returned  to  the  ship.  The  boat 
was  &stened,  and  we  went  on  board 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
tliat  was  the  end  of  my  watch.  I 
said  to  the  mate,  my  watch  is  over, 
I  must  call  the  cook.  The  mate 
mi,  ''don't  call  the  oopkt  I  will 


JULY] 


CHRONICLE. 


123 


keep  tlic  watch  myself."     It  is  not 

usual  for  the  mate  to  keep  watch 

in  harbour.     He  told  me  to  retire 

to  my  berth.     The  cook  was  not 

called.    The  mate  said  no  more  to 

me  before  I  went  to  bed.     I  went 

to  the  roof  and  stayed  there  till 

four  o'clock,  when  the  mate  came 

and  called  me  to  set  the  captain 

on  shore.    He  said,   **  Frederick, 

jump  up  and  set  the  captain  on 

shore."     He  came  into   the  roof 

and  shook  me,  and  said  jump  up. 

I  went  to  the  fore  part  of  the  ship 

towards  the  boat,  and  the  mate 

came  after.     The  boat  was  in  the 

water.  He  told  me^if  I  was  asked, 

to  say  I  had  set  the  captain  on  the 

north  shore,  near  the  ferry  boat 

landing,  and  that  the  captain  had 

on  a  blue  pea  coat,  a  pair  of  grey 

trousers,  little  boots,  and  a  new 

hat ;  as  to  the  waistcoat,  I  should 

say  1  had  not  Seen  it.     This  was 

before  I  went  into  the  boat     The 

mate  said  if  I  would  not  give  those 

answers  it  should  cost  'me  my  life. 

I  got  into  the  boat  alone.     I  went 

a  little  distance  to  the  south  side 

of  the  rivcr^  and  remained  about  a 

quarter  of  an  hour,  and  returned. 

I  found  the  mate  on  deck.    I  went 

to  my  berth,  and  the  mate  called 

the  proper  watch  to  do  his  watch. 

It   was  about  a  quarter  to  four 

oVIock,  quite  light.     The  mate 

threw  the  hammer,  with  which  he 

struck  the  captain,  out  of  the  cabin 

window,  overboard.  He  told  me  he 

had  thrown   the  captains   watch 

overboard.     I  told  the  crew  that  I 

had  set  the  captain  on  shore  on  the 

north  side.     No  search  was  made 

for  the  captain  that  day.  The  cook 

and  I  had  a  few  words  about  my 

having  taken  a  dram.     I  bad  got 

spirits.  The  mate  gave  me  a  bottle 

of  rum,  one  of  wine,  and  ckiie  of 

geneva,  in  the  forenoon.     He  gave 

jne  some  foreign  coiiiSi  French  and 


Danish  money.  There  were  six 
iive-franc  pieces. 

Miiller  was  subjected  to  a  rigid 
cross-examination,  from  which  no 
contradiction  to  iiis  statement  was 
elicited,  except  to  that  part  of  it 
which  implied  his  inability  to  give 
an  alarm  to  the  rest  of  the  crew. 
The  evidence  of  the  other  wit- 
nesses called,  tended  to  oorrobou 
rate  his  account  of  the  transac- 
tion. 

When  called  upon  for  his  de- 
fence, the  prisoner  strongly  denied 
the  whole  of  Miiller's  statement. 
He  put  his  hand  to  his  heart  and 
said  his  conscience  was  clear.  He 
said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  mur^ 
der  till  he  found  the  boy  on  the 
stair-head  of  the  cabin.  He  re- 
quested to  be  confronted  with 
Miiller,  and  when  that  was  done, 
the  prisoner  reproached  him  with 
the  falsity  of  the  statement.  Miil- 
ler said  it  was  true. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution  be- 
ingclosed,  Mr.  Knowles  addressed  a 
powerful  and  argumentative  speech 
to  the  jury,  in  which  he  dissected 
the  evidence  of  the  boy  MUllcr, 
insisting  on  its  inconsistencies  and 
affirming  that  it  wanted  confirma- 
tion. There  was  nothing,  he  in- 
sisted, that  the  prisoner  was 
alleged  to  have  done,  which  might 
not  have  been  perpetrated  by  the 
witness  Miiller.  The  learned 
counsel  concluded  with  an  eloquent 
appeal  to  the  jury  on  the  peculiarly 
desolate  and  trying  circumstances 
in  which  the  prisoner  as  a  foreigner 
was  placed. 

Mr.  Justice  Coltman  summed 
up  the  case  with  great  caution 
and  minuteness  ;  and  the  jury 
after  a  short  deliberation,  returned 
a  verdict  of  guiUy,  The  prisoner 
was  sentenced  to  death,  and  was 
executed  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn. 


124 


ANNUALREGISTER.        [1839 


29.  Forging  Checks. — A  dis- 
tressing case  occurred  at  Exeter 
assizes.  A  young  man  who  had 
hitherto  borne  an  excellent  cha- 
racter, named  John  Elliott^  was 
charged  with  having  forged  a 
check  for  30/.  10^.  on  the  cashiers 
of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  bank- 
ing company  at  Plymouth,  pur- 
porting to  be  the  check  of  Mr. 
John  Murch. 

From  the  evidence,  it  appeared, 
that  Mr.  Murch  was  a  share- 
holder in  the  Devon  and  Cornwall 
bank,  and  also  carried  on  business 
as  a  builder,  and  some  years  since 
was  in  partnership  with  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Pilditch,  in  whose 
employ  at  that  time  the  prisoner 
was,  and  his  duty  was  to  keep  the 
accounts  and  to  present  checks 
drawn  by  these  gentlemen  on  the 
bank,  so  that  he  had  the  means 
of  knowing  where  Mr.  Murch  kept 
his  banking  account,  and  in  what 
manner  the  checks  were  signed. 
The  prisoner  left  Messrs.  Pilditch 
and  Murch's  employ,  and  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  present  date, 
he  went  to  the  bank,  and  asked  for  a 
check- book.  No  difficulty  was 
made  in  giving  him  the  book,  as 
it  was  supposed,  he  was  still  in 
their  service.  On  the  10th  of 
April,  he  was  seen  at  a  public- 
house  :  he  took  a  book  out  of  his 
pocket,  wrote  something  in  it, 
tore  out  the  leaf,  and  left  the 
house.  He  returned  in  a  short 
time,  and  was  then  in  possession 
of  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  on 
that  day,  the  prisoner  presented  a 
check  at  the  bank  for  30/.  lOs,, 
purporting  to  be  drawn  by  John 
Murch,  for  which  he  obtained  pay- 
ment. On  the  19th  of  April,  Mr. 
Murch,  for  the  first  time,  saw  the 
check,  and  declared  it  to  be  a 
forgery.  Search  was  then  made, 
for  the  prisoner  Id  Plymouthj  but 


he  could  not  be  found  :  he  was  at 
length  traced  to  Dublin,  and  the 
moment  he  saw  Mr.  Murch,  he 
said,  "  Oh  !  forgive  me,  I  did  it.*' 
The  check-book  which  had  been 
given  him  at  the  bank,  was  found 
in  the  room  in  which  the  prisoner 
was,  in  Dublin.  The  prisoner 
admitted  having  forged  checks  to 
the  amount  of  100/.  within  the 
previous  three  months.  The  pro- 
secutor spoke  in  the  very  highest 
terms  of  the  character  of  the  pri- 
soner up  to  this  time;  he  was 
the  most  exemplary  young  man 
he  had  ever  known. 

The  learned  judge  having  briefly 
summed  up,  the  jury  at  once  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  guilty.  The 
prosecutor  then  stepped  forward, 
and  with  a  voice  choked  by  his 
sobs,  begged  the  judge  to  be  as 
merciful  as  he  possibly  could. 

Mr.  Justice  Erskine,  in  address- 
ing the  prisoner,  said,  '*  You 
have  been  recommended  to  mercy, 
and  my  own  feelings  would  dic- 
tate an  earnest  desire  to  save  you, 
as  a  man  who  had  hitherto  borne 
so  excellent  a  character,  from  as 
great  a  portion  of  the  punishment 
as  I  possibly  could,  but  I  am 
placed  here  not  to  exercise  any 
feelings  of  sympathy  and  compas- 
sion, but  as  the  guardian  of  the 
public  rights,  and  I  must,  as  I 
shall  answer  to  my  God,  discharge 
that  duty  firmly,  however  painful 
it  may  be  to  me.  I  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  my  duty,  fail  to 
pass  upon  you  a  severe  sentence, 
which  is  that  you  be  transported 
for  fourteen  years." 

—  Antipodban  Speculations. 
—A  novel  and  curious  scene 
was  exhibited  this  day,  at  the 
rooms  of  the  New  Zealand  land 
company.  The  purchasers  of 
land  in  the  first  township  of 
New   Zealapdi   or   their    repre. 
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seotatives,  bad  met  to  see  the  30.— Mi;RDEit,_At  tlie  Sew- 
drawing  of  lots,  by  wbich  tlie  c^isile  assizes,  Archibald  Bolam 
order  of  choice  was  to  be  deter<  was  tried  ou  the  i^baige  of  inur- 
mioed.  Persons  of  all  ranlis  and  dcring  Joseph  Millie,  in  the 
professioDS,  and  both  seites,  had  savings  bank  of  Netrcastle,  on  llie 
then  and  there  assembled  to  try  4th  of  December  1S38.  The  trial 
their  fortune,  coinprisiiig  not  a  commenced  on  the  TuesdaVi  and 
few  of  the  followers  of  Peon.  The  octii|»ied  the  whole  of  that  day  and 
ladies  were,  perhaps,  the  most  the  next.  The  chief  circumstances 
daring  speculators ;  but  the  fact,  wf  re  stated  in  our  last  number, 
that  in  the  course  of  five  weeks,  and  a  detailed  account  of  the  trial 
100,000/.  had  been  paid  by  per-  will  be  found  among  the  law  cases 
sons  of  all  ranks,  for  100,000  acres  in  our  present  one.  An  immense 
of  land,  lying  somewhere  near  the  number  of  minute  particulars  were 
antipodes,  and  not  yet  even  sur-  given  by  the  witnesses.  Thejudge, 
vej'cd,  proves  thut  the  colonizing  Baron  Maule,  charged  the  jury, 
spirit  yet  lives  and  gains  strength  with  the  evident  impression  that 
in  Britain.  the  murder  had  not  been  proved  ; 
Perched  on  a  table  at  one  end  and  in  the  concluding  sentpnce 
of  the  room,  stood  a  handsome  boy  of  his  uhurgc,  he  pointed  pretty 
ready  to  dispense  ihe  eifts  of  for-  pluiiily  to  a  verdict  of  man- 
tune  from  a  couple  of  tin  boxes,  slaugfiter,  He  left  it  to  the  jury 
It  was  remarkable  that  the  pur-  to  say,  whether  they  were  satis* 
chasers  of  many  "orders"  and  lied  that  Millie  came  by  his  death 
large  tracts  of  land  were  unfortu-  through  the  means  stated  in  the 
natc,  while  they  who  had  bar-  indictment,  and  whether  those  in. 
gained  for  single  sections,  and  the  juries  had  been  inflicted  by  the 
representatives  of  the  natives,  hand  of  the  prisoner.  If  they 
obtained  piiority  of  choice.  For  were  not,  or  in  looking  at  the 
the  first  time,  perhaps.  In  under-  whole  matter,  they  thought  the 
takings  of  this  kind,  was  the  facts  proved  were  not  sufficient 
welfare  of  the  natives  really  re-  to  convince  them  one  way  or  the 
garded.  The  New  Zealand  com-  other,  they  would  acquit  him, 
pwny  set  aside,  for  the  benefit  of  If  they  thought,  that  the  act  was 
the  aborigines,  one  -  tenth  of  all  done  by  the  prisoner,  but  done  in 
the  surveyed  lands  iu  town  and  a  sudden  unjiremeditaCed  quarrel 
country.  Their  portion,  on  this  in  which  blows  had  been  given  on 
occasion,  was  1 1,100  acres ;  which,  both  sides,  and  that  in  the  course 
the  orders  being  already  at  a  of  a  sculSe  so  arising,  tlie  deadly 
))remtum,  bore  the  proportionate  weapon  had  been  used,  it  would 
value  of  12,000/.  It  is,  also,  be  open  to  them  to  find  a  verdict 
worthy  of  mention,  that  their  of  manslaughter. 
loiB  of  land  were  mixed  up  with  The  jury  took  three  hours  to 
the  white  men's  lots,  making  consider  their  verdict,  and  then 
their  chance  of  civilisation  much  found  [he  prisoner  guilty  of 
better  than  if  they  were  ban-  "  manslaughter." 
ishcd  to  a  "  black  town"  on  the  In  passing  sentence  baron  Maule 
frontiers.  Whenever  a  good  num-  said,  thejury  had  "arrived  at  amost 
ber  for  the  natives  was  announced,  mi  Id  and  mitigated  conclusion."  He 
the  assembly  invariably  cheered.  considered  the  case  one  of  aggra- 
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▼ated  manslaughter^  and  the  sen- 
tence would  be  transportation  for 
life.  The  prisoner,  who  had  pre- 
viously complained^  that  he  could 
not  hear  the  judge,  now  struck 
both  his  hands  vehemently  to- 
gether, and  said — "  My  Lord,  I 
look  upon  that  sentence  as  my 
death."  He  was  taken  from  the 
dock  amidst  a  burst  of  hisses ;  the 
general  belief  being,  that  he  was 
guilty  of  murder^  though  we  con« 
fess  we  cannot  see  grounds  for 
this  opinion. 

—  Banquet  at  Goldsmiths' 
Hall. — The  Goldsmiths'  Com- 
pany gave  a  grand  compliment- 
ary entertainment  to  Sir  R. 
Peel  and  a  distinguished  assem- 
blage of  conservative  statesmen 
and  nobility.  Covers  were  laid 
for  109,  among  whom  was  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

In  returning  thanks  for  the  pro- 
posal of  his  health  Sir  Robert 
Peel  said,  he  should  have  been 
deeply  sensible  of  the  honour 
which  had  been  paid  to  him  in 
any  other  society  composed  of  an 
equal  number  of  English  gentle- 
men. But  he  confessed  it  was 
|>eculiarly  acceptable  when  paid 
to  him  under  the  auspices  and 
within  the  walls  of  so  noble  an 
establishment ; — the  establishment 
of  a  company  venerable  for  its 
antiquity,  but  with  still  higher 
claims  upon  our  respect,  from 
the  noble  use  it  had  made  of 
its  wealth,  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  education  founded  upon 
religious  principles.  Every  one 
who  was  acquainted  with  the 
history  oP  this  company,  must 
be  aware  of  the  example  it 
haH  set  with  respect  to  the 
instruction  of  all  those  with 
whom  it  had  any  connexion  by 
property  or  any  other  tie»    It  had 


other  claims,  he  would  always 
maintain,  on  the  public  respect, 
from  the  application  of  its  wealth 
to  the  encouragement  of  the  genius 
of  native  artists,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  taste  of  the  country, 
as  evinced  by  the  splendid  speci- 
men of  architecture  it  had  pre- 
sented to  an  admiring  country. 
It  must  be  a  matter  of  proud  re- 
flection to  that  company,  that 
it  was  enabled  to  associate  within 
their  walls  the  most  eminent  re- 
presentatives of  almost  every  pro- 
fession, in  every  department  of 
art  and  science  of  which  this 
country  could  boast. 

On  the  Bishop  of  London's 
health  being  proposed,  his  lord- 
ship in  returning  thanks,  bore  his 
willing  and  thankful  testimony  to 
the  Christian  liberality  of  the 
Goldsmiths'  Company.  He  spoke 
not  of  their  exertions  in  other 
departments  of  charity;  but  he 
spoke  with  feelings  of  deep  gra- 
titude of  the  assistance  which 
they  had  given  him  in  promoting 
a  most  important  plan  he  had  laid 
before  the  public,  for  supplying 
the  spiritual  destitution  which 
existed  in  many  parts  of  this 
great  city  and  the  suburbs.  To 
the  great  companies  of  the  city 
of  London,  but  pre-eminently  to 
the  Goldsmiths*  Company,  he  held 
himself  peculiarly  indebted,  not 
only  for  providing  sites,  but  also 
contributing  liberally  from  their 
resources  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  object  he  had  in  view. 
That  was  sufficient  to  sanctify, 
and  render  legitimate,  and  ap- 
propriate, a  display  of  splendid 
hospitality  ,  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  unless  sanctified 
by  the  fruits  of  charity,  so  far 
from  deserving  commendation, 
would  rather  become  the  subject 
of  reproof. 
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Various  other  healths  were 
drank,  and  the  company  retired 
shortly  after  midnight. 

The  band  of  the  coldstream 
guards  were  in  attendance^  and 
everything,  under  the  able  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  P.  Hard  wick, 
went  off  with  the  most  perfect 
satisfaction. 

—  More  Chartist  Rioting.— 
Another  disturbance  broke  out  in 
Newcastle  on  Tuesday  night  the 
30th.  The  mayor  had  refused 
to  summon  a  public  meeting  in 
compliance  with  a  chartist  requi. 
sitioti  and,  it  was  rumoured,  that 
the  people  were  nevertheless  re- 
solved to  hold  a  meeting.  A 
large  number  of  special  constables 
were  sworn  in,  and  it  was  hoped, 
that  the  known  determination  of 
the  mayor  and  magistrates  to 
suppress  disturbances  would  have 
deterred  the  chartists  from  assem* 
bling.  But  about  seven  oclock 
in  the  evening,  they  began  to 
collect  in  considerable  numbers 
in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
They  paraded  the  streets  with 
banners,  and  were  soon  reinforced 
by  a  large  party  from  Gateshead. 
The  mayor  and  Dr.  Headlam  rode 
about  the  town  exhorting  the 
crowds  to  disperse  5  but  they  re- 
fused. The  mayor  then  directed 
the  police,  who  were  armed  with 
cutlasses,  to  seize  the  banners  and 
tlisperse  the  populace.  A  battle 
immediately  commenced.  Brick<' 
bats,  stones  and  other  instruments 
of  civic  warfare,  were  to  be  seen 
flying  about  in  unusual  abund- 
ance. In  the  course  of  the  battle, 
the  mayor  despatched  a  messen- 
ger for  the  military,  who  were 
not  long  in  making  their  appear^ 
ance.  Prior  to  this,  however, 
many  of  the  combatants  exhibited 
wofiil  proofs  of  having  come  off 
second-best.    Some  of  the  police^ 


too,  received  severe  blows  and 
bruises  from  the  brickbats  which 
were  thrown  at  them  One  of 
the  banner-bearers  having  stoutly 
defended  his  colours,  was  stabbed, 
near  the  groin,  as  was  reported 
by  one  of  the  policemen.  The 
rioters  fled  in  all  directions  before 
the  soldiers. 

31 .  A  riot  broke  out  in  Stockport 
on  the  Wednesday  following.  The 
chartists  were  excited  by  the  ar- 
rest of  several  of  their  leaders, 
and  the  seizure  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  arms.  Men  for  whose  dis- 
covery rewards  had  been  offered, 
were  found  concealed  in  Stock- 
pvrt.  The  mob  seized  a  quantity 
of  arms  sent  from  .the  Tower.  A 
party  of  dragoons  recovered  them. 
The  mob  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to 
regain  the  arms  and  to  rescue  the 
prisoners.  Towards  nightfall,  the 
streets  were  cleared  by  the  dra- 
goons, and  all  was  quiet  on 
Thursday.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  anybody  was  killed,  though 
many  were  seriously  hurt. 


AUGUST. 

1.  New  Way  of  paying 
Church-rates. — Mr.  Osborne,  a 
dissenter  of  Tewkesbury,  having 
declined  to  pay  church-rates, 
declaring  that  he  could  not  con- 
scientiously do  so,  a  sergeant  and 
two  officers  of  the  police  went  to  his 
house  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
under  a  distress  warrant  to  the 
amount  due  from  him.  The  officers 
were  asked  to  sit  down,  which  they 
didy  when  Mr.  Osborne  went  into 
his  garden, 'procured  a  hive  of  bees, 
and  threw  it  into  the  middle  of  the 
chamber.  The  officers  were,  of 
course,  obliged  to  retreat,  but  they 
secured  enough  of  the  property  to 
pay  the  rate  and  the  costs  of  the 
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levy,  besides  which  they  obtained 
a  warrant  against  Mr.  Osborne^ 
who  would  most  likely  pay  dearly 
for  his  new  and  conscientious  me- 
thod of  settling  church-rate  ac- 
counts. 

2.  Chartist  Trials.— Henry 
Vincent,  with  W.  Edmonds,  W.  A. 
Townsend,  and  John  Dickenson, 
all  chartist  leaders,  were  tried  at 
Monmouth  for  8editi<m.  The  chief 
witness  against  the  prisoners  was 
Mr.  Phillips,  mayor  of  Newport. 
Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  appeared 
for  the  prosecution ;  Mr.  Roebuck 
defendea  Vincent^  and  his  speech 
is  said  to  have  been  very  able. 
All  the  prisoners  were  found  gt/tV/y. 
Vincent  was  sentenced  to  a  year's 
imprisonment,  Edwards  to  nine 
months,  Dickenson  and  Townsend 
to  six  months  each. 

The  trial  of  five  persons  charged 
with  burning  houses  at  Birming- 
ham commenced  on  Saturday,  the 
3rd  inst,  at  Warwick.  A  verdict 
0^  guilty  was  returned  against  four 
of  the  prisoners — Howell,  Jones, 
Aston,  Roberts  5  Wilkes,  the  fifth, 
was  acquitted.  John  Collins,  the 
well-known  delegate,  was  then 
charged  with  writing  a  seditious 
libel  on  the  London  police  force. 
The  authorship  of  the  libel — the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  con. 
vention  at  Birmingham  after  the 
riots  in  the  Bull-ring— was  brought 
home  to  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Schole- 
field,  mayor  of  Birmingham,  and 
another  witness,  gave  Collins  a 
good  character.  He  was  found 
guilty  f  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

The  trial  of  William  Lovett, 
secretary  to  the  national  conven- 
tion, took  place  on  the  Tuesday 
following.  The  attorney-general, 
seeing  that  Mr.  Lovett  intended  to 
manage  his  own  defence,  suggested 
that  he  should  leave  the  bar  and 
take  his  place  at  the  table^  which 


offer  the  prisoner  at  once  accepted 
with  thanks.  He  was  charged  with 
the  same  offence  as  Collios,  pub- 
lishing the  resolutions  passea  by 
the  convention  at  Birmingham. 
He  objected  to  two  of  the  jurymen, 
who,  he  said,  had  expressed  a  wish 
that  all  the  chartists  should  be 
hanged.  The  attorney-general 
said,  that  as  Mr.  Lovett  was  only 
charged  with  a  misdemeanour,  he 
had  no  right  to  challenge  the  jury- 
men, unless  he  could  prove  the 
charge  a^inst  them. 

The  evidence  for  the  prosecution 
being  concluded,  Mr.  Justice  Lit- 
tledale  objected  that  there  was  no 
direct  evidence  of  publication.  His 
lordship  asked,  *'  How  do  I  know 
that  Mr.  Lovett  gave  any  authority 
to  print  this  placard  } '  It  might 
have  been  taken  by  a  third  party 
out  of  his  drawer  and  printed,  for 
anything  we  know  to  the  contrary." 
Mr.  Balguy  contended,  in  J*ep1y» 
that  where  a  libel  was  proved  to 
have  been  [in  the  handwriting  of 
the  party  charged,  and  the  same 
libel  was  afterwards  proved  to  have 
been  published,  it  was  prima  facie 
proof  of  publication,  and  threw 
upon  the  defendant  the  burden  of 
proving  that  he  was  hot  an  assent- 
ing party  to  the  publication.  Mr. 
Justice  Littledale,  having  referred 
to  the  authorities,  said  that,  on 
looking  at  them  altogether,  he 
thought  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  leave  the  question  to  the 
jury. 

Mr.  Lovett  then  addressed  the 
jury  at  great  length  and  with  much 
ability :  he  was  throughout  respect- 
ful to  the  court  and  jury,  though 
earnest  in  his  language.  His  two 
main  points  were,  that  the  people 
had  a  right  to  meet  for  the  pur- 
pose of  petitioning  and  protesting 
against  bad  laws  and  institutions, 
and  that  at  Birmingham  the  people 


AUG.] 


CHRONICLE. 


129 


were  quiet  and  orderly  till  the 
London  police  attacked  j;iiem.  He 
disclaimed  participation  with  those 
chartists  who  waged  war  against 
property,  and  assured  the  court 
that  physical-force  men  were  only 
a  minority  among  the  chartists. 
He  maintained  that  the  resolutions 
contained  nothing  untrue^  and  that 
malice  could  not  be  fairly  imputed 
to  him.  Mr.  Lovett  called  several 
witnesses^  but  they  failed  in  proving 
the  police  to  have  been  the  aggres- 
sors^ though  they  accut^ed  them  of 
acting  with  great  brutality.  Mr. 
Balguy,  in  his  reply^  complimented 
Mr.  Lovett  on  the  ability  and  the 
^ood  taste  displayed  in  his  defence. 
Judge  Littledale  charged  the  jury, 
who,  at  a  late  hour^  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty.  > 

On  the  Thursday  following  the 
prisoners  were  brought  up  for  sen- 
tence. Jeremiah  Howell,  Francis 
Roberts^  and  John  Jones,  convicted 
of  burning  houses^  were  sentenced 
to  death  ;  but. their  sentence  was 
afterwards  commuted.  Astop  was  or- 
dered to  be  set  at  liberty  on  finding 
sureties  for  good  behaviour.  William 
Lovett  and  John  Collins  were  each 
sentenced  to  twelve  months  impri- 
sonment. Mr.  Justice  Littledale 
observed  that  Collins  had  been  re- 
commended to  mercy  by  the  jury, 
and  Lovett  had  not ;  but  he  saw 
no  difference  in  their  cases,  and 
should  make  no  difference  in  their 
punishment.  Collins  said,  when, 
in  the  year  1821,  George  Edmonds 
and  Thomas  Jonathan  Wooler  were 
sentenced  for  a  like  offence,  they 
were  confined  on  the  debtors',  not 
on  the  felons*  side  of  the  prison ; 
and  he  prayed  for  the  like  indul- 
gence for  Lovett  and  himself. 
Judge  Littledale  said,  he  had  no 
power  in  the  matter,  and  that 
application  must  be  made  to  the 
secretary  for   the  home  depart- 
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ment.  The  other  prisoners  were 
sentenced  to  terms  of  confinement 
varying  from  one  to  eighteen 
months.  . 

At  the  same  assizes,  seven  men 
were  charged  with  rioting  at 
Birmingham  on  the  4th  of  July. 
They  fdl  pleaded  guiliy:  one,  by 
name  Salter,  was  recommended  to 
mercy  by  Mr.  Balffuy.  John  Tay<« 
lor,  commonly  ciulea  Dr.  Taylor, 
was  charged  with  rioting ;  but  Mr, 
Balguy  declined  to  offer  evidence 
against  him,  and  he  was  discharged. 

—  Right  of  Pbesjzmtation. — 
The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  decided, 
that  where  a  living  has  two  patrons, 
one  a  protestant  and  the  other  a 
Roman  catholicj,  the  living  shall 
remain  only  in  the  gift  of  the 
protestant:  the  bishop  of  Exeter, 
by  this  decision  acquired  the  right 
of  presentation  to  the  living  of 
Combepeyne,  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
other  patron,  being  a  catholic. 
'  3.  Embezzlement.  —  In  the 
Crown,  court,  ,Bodmin,  Felix  Lo- 
vell,  a  clerk  in  her.  majesty's  cus- 
toms, was  charged  with  embezzling 
300  sovereigns  and  divers  bills  of 
exchange  belonging  to  hermsyesty. 

The  first  witness  called  was 
Thomas Hearle,  comptrollerof  the 
customs  at  Falmouth.  He  deposed 
as  follows : — Up  to  December  last 
the  prisoner  was  chief  clerk,  and  it 
was  his  duty  to  receive  and  pay 
money.  Part  of  the  money  was 
generally  sent  to  the  bank,  and  the 
rest  in  a  chest  called  the  queen's 
chest.  To  that  chest  there  is,  be- 
sides the  lock,  a  padlock,  of  which 
I  keep  the  key,  and  the  other  key 
was  kept  by  the  prisoner.  At  the 
close  of  the  day  we  made  up  the 
money  with  his  baland^-book,  and 
then  I  signed  the  book,  and  put 
on  my  lock  for  the  night. .  On 
the  8th  of  December  there  was  a 
balance  of  1,304/. ;    885/.  2s.  2d. 
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of  which  was  in  the  bank,  and  the 
remainder  was  in  tlie  chest.  The 
prisoner  counted  these  sums  in  my 
presence.  The  money  in  the  chest 
was  partly  gold  J  si  Irer^  checks^  and 
local  notes.  There  were  five  checks 
there;  one  for  100/.  drawn  by 
Broad  and  Co.  I  have  do  doubt 
the  checks  now  produced  are  the 
same.  About  half- past  two  on 
Saturday^  the  8th  of  December,  I 
put  my  lock  on  the  chest.  I  had 
made  arrangements  to  be  absent  on 
the  Monday,  and  I  gave  my  key  to 
Lutil  to  give  to  Barnaby,  the 
second  clerk.  On  Tuesday,  the 
1 1th,  I  returned  to  the  office,  llie 
prisoner  was  gone.  We  broke  open 
his  desk,  and  got  the  key  of  the 
queen's  chest,  and  we  examined  the 
contents,  and  found  20/.  15^.  6d» 
in  three  5/.  notes,  and  the  rest  in 
gold  and  silver. 

Samuel  John  Lutil,  a  clerk  in 
the  Custom-house,  at  Falmouth, 
deposed  that  he  received  the 
check  for  100/.  from  Messrs. 
Broads  on  the  1st  of  December, 
and  gave  it  the  prisoner.  He 
received  also  four  other  checks, 
and  paid  them  to  the  prisoner 
between  the  dd  and  the  8th  of 
December,  and  the  prisoner  gave 
him  credit  for  them  in  his  cash 
balance  book.  When  the  queen's 
chest  was  opened,  on  the  11th  of 
December,  those  checks  were  not 
in  the  chest  as  they  ought  to  have 
been. 

Richard  Barnaby,  second  clerk 
to  the  comptroller.  I  received  the 
key  of  the  chest  from  the  last 
witness  on  the  Monday.  The 
prisoner  was  then  in  the  office, 
and  had  access  to  the  chest  during 
the  whole  day.  In  the  afternoon 
1  took  the  prisoner  all  the  money  I 
had  received  that  day.  After  the 
prisoner  had  locked  the  chest,  I 
Mw  three  5/.  notes  on  his  ie$k»  to 


which  I  called  his  attention.  He 
said,  ''Ob|  that's  an  oversight." 
I  proposed  putting  them  in,  and 
we  opened  the  chest  and  deposited 
them.  Those  three  notes  and  the 
money  I  had  paid  in  (5/.  odd) 
were  m  the  chest  on  the  Tuesday 
morning,  but  nothing  else.  No 
account  was  made  of  the  money 
received  on  that  Monday,  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  coarse  when  the 
comptroller  was  out  of  the  way. 

John  Hallamore,  clerk  in  the 
Cornish  Naval  Bank. — The  pri- 
soner came  to  the  hank  on  Mon- 
day the  10th  of  December.  I 
cashed  for  him  this  check  for  100/. 
drawn  by  Broad  and  Sons*  He 
said  he  wished  the  amount  in 
Bank  of  England  notes  and  sove- 
reigns, as  he  wanted  it  for  a  per- 
son who  was  going  away.  The 
other  four  checks  were  brought 
from  the  Western  District  Bank 
on  the  same  day,  in  exGhange  for 
others. 

Samuel  Richards,  derk  in  the 
Western  District  Bank.  —  The 
|)risoner  came  to  our  bank  to  have 
four  checks  cashed  on  the  10th  of 
December.  I  gave  him  cash  for 
them. 

Charles  Alexander  Williams,  a 
bookkeeper  at  Pearce's  Hotel  at 
Falmouth. — The  prisoner  came  to 
the  office  about  six  o'clock,  and 
applied  for  the  particulars  of  the 
mails  to  London.  He  took  a 
place  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Harland. 
I  asked  him  whether  the  place  was 
for  himself,  and  he  said  the  parly 
for  whom  it  was  taken  would  be 
at  the  mail  at  the  time  it  started. 
The  prisoner  got  into  the  rmuI  as 
it  started. 

John  Dobson.— I  am  a  tide  sur- 
veyor at  Falmouth.  The  prisoner 
and  his  wife  lived  in  the  same 
house  with  me.  On  the  18th  of 
Decfmber    I   received   tbia   en* 
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velope.  It  is  addressed  to  me, 
and  contained  a  parcel  addressed 
to  Mrs.  Lovell  in  the  })risoner*8 
writing.  I  took  the  |iafcel  to 
Mrs.  Lovel),  and  saw  her  open  it. 
It  contained  ten  5/.  notes,  which 
she  gave  to  me.  There  was  no 
writing  in  the  letter. 

Wm.  Terry,  a  Serjeant  of  police 
at  Southampton.  I  went  to  Tang* 
ley  with  John  Lyall.  We  found 
the  prisoner  in  bed  at  the  Five 
Bells  public-house,  which  the  pri- 
soner kept  in  the  name  of  James 
Carter.  I  told  him  I  arrested 
hira  in  the  queen's  name,  for  a 
robbery  of  the  Custom-house  at 
Falmouth.  He  Said,  "  Oh,  you're 
come  at  last,  are  you ;  I've  been 
expectin,^  you  some  time/*  This 
was  on  the  21st  of  May.  Tang- 
ley  IS  thirty-four  miles  from 
Southampton,  on  the  borders  of 
Berkshire  and  Wiltshire! 

John  Lyall  said  he  was  with  Terry 
when  the  prisoner  was  taken.  In 
the  absence  of  Terry,  prisoner  told 
me  if  I  had  been  forty-eight  hours 
later  we  should  not  have  caught 
him,  as  he  should  have  beeh  Off. 
He  said  he  had  been  looking  If  a 
reward  was  offered  for  his  appre- 
hension, and  at  last  he  had  touhd 
it.  I  searched  the  house  and 
found  some  keys,  which  he  said 
belong  to  the  Custom-house,  lind 
that  he  ought  to  have  thrown  them 
away.  I  showed  him  this  reoelpti 
and  he  said  the  money  was  all 
paid  with  the  exception  of  16/., 
for  which  he  had  given  a  bill.  It 
was  a  receipt  for  87/.  odd  for  the 
household  goods,  &c.,  of  the  Five 
Bells,  at  Tangleyj  It  was  dated 
the  6th  of  April. 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  having 
summed  up  the  case. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
guiltTif,  but  recommended  him  mosi 
strongly  to  mercy. 


ITie  learmd  judges  regMtted 
that  he  eottid  not  pay  Miy  «iteM« 
tion  to  their  t^scwimendatlMi. 
The  present  ctm  >(rtis  m  perfectty 
free  n'om  doubt,  Ihal  4br  tlie  Mike 
of  the  public  genefAiiy,  he  wns 
bouod  to  make  an  example  of  Uie 
prisoner^  %sA  he  therefbre  must 
sentence  him  to  fbiirte«'n  yeum' 
transportation. 

The  prisoiier,  who  it  v^as  said 
was  veiy  respectably  conneeted^ 
had  been  in  the  Custom-house  fbr 
twenty  years. 

3.  Imqubbt."**^  coroner's  ln< 
quest  was  held  in  Kewgatot  before 
Mr.  Payne,  on  view  of  the  body 
of  John  Standard  Da]rymple«  aged 
thirty-eight  yearst  It  appeared 
in  evidence  that  the  deceased  was 
committed  to  the  above  prison 
from  Bow-street  police  office  ott 
the  dlst  of  July  previous,  charged 
with  having  ftn-fled  certain  doou^ 
ments,  by  which  he  had  fblonlously 
obtained  various  sums  of  money 
due  as  prlae«money  firom  the  com- 
missioners of  Chelsea  HospltaL  Mr* 
M'Murdo,  surgeon  to  the  prison^ 
stated  that  he  saw  the  deoelised 
immediately  after  his  committal. 
He  was  dangerously  ill|  and  could 
scarcely  either  stand  or  breathe. 
He  was,  in  factj  In  a  dying  cott»> 
dition.  His  disease  was  water  in 
the  chest,  and  of  very  long  standw 
ing.  He  was  taken  to  the  in- 
firmary, where  he  was  properly 
treated^  and  was  regularly  iit- 
tended  by  the  medical  officers  of 
the  prison  until  he  expired.  Al- 
though he  could  not,  tinder  any 
circumstances,  have  survived  many 
days,  yet  the  agltatidn  of  mind  oc 
casioned  by  his  commfiital  to  prison 
had,  no  doubt,  accelerated  hia 
death*  The  coroner  Inooired  whe- 
ther any  on^  had  offered  to  bail  the 
deceased^  A  gentleman  stated  to 
f«piy,  that  he  had  offered  to  pot 
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ID  bail  to  any  amount,  but  that 
the  CGmmiltiDg  magistrate  had 
refused  to  accept  it,  saving  that 
lie  could  not  adroit  to  bail  a  pri- 
soner charged  with  felony.  Ver- 
diet — "Natural  Death;  but  the 
jury  regret  that  the  deceased 
should  have  been  committed  to 
prison  in  the  state  of  health  in 
which  he  was." 

—  Profits  op  Mendicants.— 
In  an  assault  case,  heard  this 
week  at  Hatton-garden,  in  which 
complainant  and  defendant  were 
sturdy  female  beggars,  it  came  out 
that  one  of  them  was  formerly  in 
the  habit  of  making  12^.  a  day  by 
her  vocation,  but  that  since  she 
had  got  twins  to  exhibit,  her 
income  had  daily  reached  IL 

—  Manchester— Committal 
OP  THE  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  and 

FOUR    OTHERS,     FOR    SbDITION. 

This  morning,  in  conse()uence  of 
instructions  from  the  govei'nment, 
five  of  the  Chartist"  spouters  at 
meetings  were  apprehended  at  an 
early  hour,  pursuant  to  warrants 
granted  by  the  mayor  and  the 
magistrates.  -  The  parties  arrested 
were  Smith,  a  shoemaker,  William 
Tillman,  secretary  to  the  Man- 
chester political  union,  Joseph  Lin- 
ney,  a  dissenting  minister  named 
Jackson,  and  Christopher  Doyle. 
Various  papers  and  one  gun,-  be- 
longing to  Smith,  was  also  removed 
by  the  police. 

The  prisoners  were  brought  up 
at  the  borough-court  for  examina- 
tion. They  were  charged  with 
having,  on  several  occasions,  at- 
tended large  and  tumultuous 
meetings,  and  used  language  cal- 
culated to  incite  the  people  to 
disaffection. 

The  charge  being  proved  by  the 
evidence  of  competent  witnesses, 
Mr.  Jackson  was  held  to  bail  to 
appear    at    the    next    Liver{)ool 


assizes,  himself  in  3OO/.9  and  two 
sureties  of  150/.  each  ;  and  Smith, 
Tillman^  Linney,  and  Doyle, 
themselves  each  in  150/.,  and  two 
sureties  of  75/.  each. 

Tillman  said,  that  he  thought 
the  bail  ^as  too  high,  and  that  if 
they  had  done  wrong  they  were 
not  to  blame ;  he  said  they  were 
but  poor,  illiterate  men ;  and  they 
had  only  followed  the  course  which 
the  parties  who  were  now  in  power 
had  recommended  the  people  to 
adopt,  to  displace  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  when  he  held  the 
government  of  the  country.  The 
very  men  who  were  now  in  power 
had  advised  them  to  get  arms  to 
carry  the  reform  bill. 

4.  Evening  Meeting  of  the 
Chartists  at  Manchester. — On 
Sunday  night,  a  meeting  of  the 
Chartists  was  held  inSteveitson's 
Square;  a  Mr.  Bat6s  in  thl?' chair. 
The  professed  object  was  to  ascer- 
tain the  opinions  of  the  people  as 
to  whether  the  '<  sacred  month  " 
should  commence  on  the ''12th  of 
August  or  not.  •'  The  real  object, 
however,  appears  to  have  been,  to 
follow  up  the  agitation  caused  by 
the  arrest  of  a  number  of  agita- 
tors in  Cheshire  and  Lancashire, 
and  to  get  up  a  sympathising 
mbb  in  their  favour.  They  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining. an  immense 
mob,  which  completely  filled  the 
square,  the  number  being  about 
5,000. 

The  first  resolution,  which  was 
moved  by  a  Mr.  Butterworth,  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  people  should 
use  every  means  to  protect  their 
liberties,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  should  support  •  thef  authori- 
ties. In  movibg  this  resolution, 
the  speaker  said,  he  considered 
that  the  chartists  of  1839,were  the 
whigs  of  1832,  and  the  whigs  of 
1839    were    the  tones  of  1832. 
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The  whigs  of  1832  had  been  more 
violent  in  their  conduct  than  the 
chartists  now  were^  and  yet  the 
whigs  were  the  very  men  who  now 
punished  the  chartists. 

A  Mr.  Benbow,  of  agitating  no- 
toriety^ also  made  a  long  speech^ 
and  concluded  by  moving  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect^  that  if  the  ^^na-^ 
tional  convention  "  should  recom* 
mend  the  '^  national  holiday  "  to 
commence  on  the  12th  of  August^ 
they  would  support  the  proposition 
to  a  man.  The  resolution  was 
carried  nem.  con.  A  number  of 
other  agitators  subsequently  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  m  language 
calculated  to  excite^  after  which 
the  meeting  separated  in  divisions^ 
each  marching  to  their  respective 
districts.  During  the  meeting, 
persons  in  the  crowd  continued  to 
discharge  fire-arms.  The  great 
force  of  the  military  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood presented  any  attempt 
at  disturbance^  and  the  mob  con- 
tented themselves  with  expressing 
their  disapprobation  of  every  re- 
spectable housekeeping  establish- 
ment by  loud  groans  as  they 
passed  through  the  streets. 

It  may  be  as  well  here  to  men- 
tion^ that  in  consequence  of  the 
intimidation  of  tradesmen  and 
others  by  the  chartists^  who  com- 
pelled them  to  subscribe  to  the 
National  Defence  fund,  on  pain  of 
chartist  penalties^  the  Home  Office 
was  petitioned,  and  lord  John 
Russell  sent  a  letter,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy,  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Manchester  and  the 
neighbourhood : — 

"  Whitehall,  July,  31. 
'  *'  Gentlemen,  —  Having  been 
informed  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
kingdom  attempts  have  lately  been 
made  to  obtain  money  from  shop- 
keepers, householders,  and  others, 
by  weaos  of  intimidation  (as  by 


threatening  them  with  personal 
danger,  or  with  loss  of  business, 
or  threatening  to  mark  them  down 
and  report  them  as  enemies,  and 
by  various  other  illegal  means), 
and  that  persons  have  been  com- 
bining and  endeavouring  to  injure 
shopkeepers,  householders,  and 
others,  in  their  lawful  husTness, 
representing  them  as  enemies  to 
the  people,  and  persuading  others 
to  leave  off  tniding  with  them, 
thereby  to  prejudice  them  in  their 
business;  having  been  also  in- 
formed, that  persons,  in  pursuance 
of  an  illegal  combination,  have 
gone  about  among  the  working 
classes  of  the  people,  exciting  ana 
endeavouring  to  persuade  them  to 
desist  from  working,  and  to  desert 
their  employers ;  I  deem  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  upon  the  magis« 
trates  to  use  their  utmost  endea^ 
vours  to  repress  and  put  down 
such  mischievous  practices,  which 
are  contrary  to  law,  injurious  to 
trade,  subversive  of  good  order, 
and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the 
country;  and  to  apprehend  and 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice.  I 
advise  the  magistrates  to  proceed 
against  persons  guilty  of  such  ille- 
gal practices,  as  for  a'  misdemea- 
nour. In  case  also  persons  should 
assemble,  and  go  about  in  numbers 
tx)  detei  others  of  the  working 
classes  from  pursuing  their  lawful 
business,  or  creating  terror  and 
alarm,  I  advise  the  magistrates  to 
repress  all  such  unlawful  proceed- 
ings, and  to  bring  the  offenders  to 
justice.  The  magistrates  may  be 
assured,  that  in  the  discharge  of 
this  and  every  other  their  duty, 
they  will  be  promptly  and  effi- 
ciently supported  bv  her  Majesty's 
Government.  I  feel  confident  that 
her  Majesty's  loyal  and  well  dis- 

r5d  subjects  will,  on  their  part, 
ready  at  all   times  to   give 
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prompt  and  effectual  assistance  to 
magistrates^  in  their  endeavours 
to  preserve  the  public  peace.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be^  gentlemen , 
your  obedient  servant^ 

*'j.  russbll." 
6.  Sehious  Mail  Coach  Ac- 
cident.—On  the  arrival  of  the 
Falmouth  Mail  at  Bodmin^  on 
Tuesday  night,  many  persons,  as 
is  usual  at  the  assizes,  were  wait- 
ing to  proceed  by  it  to  £xeter» 
and  four  inside  and  three  outside 
passengers  were  taken  up  there. 
The  coach  was  driven  by  a  man 
who  was  not  the  regular  coach* 
man,  but  was  considered  to  be  an 
experienced  and  sober  man.  The 
guard  was  a  young  man  who 
had  been  but  recently  placed  upon 
that  station,  and  was  not  very  well 
accustomefl  to  the  road.  After 
proceeding  a  short  distaucei  the 
passengers  perceived  that  the 
coachman  was  very  much  intoxi. 
cated,  and  they  insisted  that  he 
should  not  drive  the  coach  further, 
and  accordingly  the  guard  took 
the  reins,  and  the  coachman  took 
his  seat  behind.  Shortly  before 
reaching  the  Jamaica. inn^  situate 
on  Bodmin  Moors,  and  ten  miles 
from  that  town,  there  is  a  very 
steep  descent  with  a  sharp  turn  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hilU  and  then  a 
steep  ascent  up  to  the  inn^  where 
the  coach  changes  horses  )  and  its 
proper  time  of  arrival  is  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  people  at  the 
public  house  were  alarmed  by 
several  horses  galloping  up  to  the 
door  and  then  stopping,  and  upon 
going  out  they  discovered  they 
were  the  mail  horses,  but  with 
scarcely  a  bit  of  harness  upon  them. 
It  appears  that  the  guard  intended 
to  dfrag  the  wheel  down  the  hill> 
but  the  night  being  retj  dark  and 
wet,  and  not  well  knowing  tha 
touii  he  had  got  beyond  the  brow  of 


the  hill  before  he  was  aware  of  it ; 
he  endeavoured  to  pull  up,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  coachman  got 
down  to  tie  the  wheel,  but  that  he 
was  too  tipsy,  and  fell  down.  The 
coach  then  proceeded  down  the 
hill  at  a  most  frightful  pace ;  being 
heavily  laden,  it  rocked  from  side 
to  side,  and  on  getting  to  the  turn 
over  it  went  with  the  most  dread- 
ful crash.  The  horses,  fortunately, 
at  once  broke  away.  All  the  pas« 
sengers  were,  more  or  less, 
stunned.  In  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, the  inside  passengers  got 
out,  and  upon  looking  about  they 
found  those  who  had  been  outside 
were  considerably  injured,  and 
with  some  difficulty  they  were  got 
up  to  the  Jamaica- inn.  The  sit* 
nation  was  lonely  in  the  extreme, 
being  ten  miles  from  Bodmin,  and 
twelve  miles  and  a  half  from  Laun- 
ceeton.  A  messenger  was  des- 
patched to  the  latter  place,  and 
the  mail  contractor,  with  the  ut- 
most speed,  caused  a  post-chaise 
and  a  iiy,  containing  a  surgeon  and 
his  assistant,  to  be  dispatched  to 
their  assistance.  Of  the  passen- 
gers none  was  killed,  but  all  those 
of  the  outside  were  more  or  less 
seriously  injured  with  fractured 
ribs  and  bones. 

**-  The  Kentish  Rioters.— 
About  this  time,  Foad,  Foreman, 
Griggs,  and  Wright  were, released 
from  Maidstone  Jail,  where  they 
had  been  imprisoned  for  their  share 
in  the  lamentable  Courtenay  riots 
at  Boughton-on«the-Hill.  They 
signed  and  published  a  declaration 
expressive  of  their  regret  for  their 
folly  and  delusion  in  that  unfortu- 
nate affair,  and  acknowledging  the 
justice  of  their  sentence  and  pnn* 
isliment. 

•-*•  SuiciDu   OF   Mn.    Chad* 

BiBK  OF  GLOUCfiST&B.-'This  geo* 

tlemati  wu  one  of  the  ex««iit«i 
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named  in  the  testament arj  papers  had  been  cOiiireyed  to  the  «p^  of 
of  the  late  James  Wadd^  the  execution^  it  ni'tts  fbUnd  thbt  ti<» 
wealthy  Add  eccentric  banker,  locksmith  Ot  tool  had  beed  pl'Oa 
against  the  validity  of  which^  vided  ftttr  releasing  thetti  from 
judgment  was  given  bjr  Sir  R  their  ehalosi  and  ft  coHsidei^bld 
Jenner^  a  short  time  prerioosi  time  elapsed  id  breaking  the  pod j 
He  was  found  hftnging  in  his  lock  With  stOneSj  afl  iindiense 
coachhoose  quite  dead^  shortly  crowd  testifyitlff  its  indigdiitloti 
after  eig^t  o'clock  id  the  dtordingt  at  the  tortom  of  delayi  #hte1i  WM 
It  appeared  on  the  coroner's  io-^  thds  idflided  \iftm  thmu*  The 
quests  that  be  got  dp  at  fire  first  Tictlm  having  ascended  the 
o'clock  and  asked  his  servants  scaffold,  it  Wfis  foiin^  tbttt  the 
for  the  key  of  the  garden,  eitecationer  Was  not  only  igoOMnt 
Elc  was  then  observed  to  go  into  of  the  inode  of  usidg  the  goilky- 
the  garden  without  his  hAt<  1" bcf  tide,  bdt  tfiftt  he  Was  In  it 
medical  man  who  was  e:!(Amiffed^  stiite  Of  high  netvOds  exeitetdedti 
stated,  that  life  must  hlivebeed  MusteHivg  couritgey  at  ledglh  he 
extinct  abotit  half  An  hour  before  eommetieed  his  opettffioffs,  \m% 
(he  body  was  found.  The  clerks  without  soecess.  The  knife  fell 
of  the  deceased  stated^  that  he  had  before  the  head  wsto  introddoed. 
been  in  a  very  low  ftfld  desponds  The  erlfdlnal  then  Odtreatikl  the 
ing  way  for  some  months^  and  troops  to  fire  Upon  him  ;  And  the 
the  jury  ultitiiately  feund  a  ver-»  executioner,  fitfdkfg  hitfiself  uiM- 
dict  of  **  temporary  iosanlty."  ble  to  perform  the  duty  Whieti  he 
6.  ExEctJTiow  *—  Athens.  •**'  A  had  tjtnderUti^n,  give  it  dp  in  de- 
scene^  which  appears  to  hiive  ex-  spair.  No  magistrate.  Or  other 
cited  much  senseifooy  occurred  at  law  ofilcet,  being  present  to  de« 
Athens,  at  the  commencement  of  cide  the  course  which  was  to  be 
this  months  The  public  exeeuv  a^lopted,  an  adjutant  set  oiF  at 
tioner  of  Lomia  had  been  sent  fer  full  gallop  to  Athens  fot  orders; 
expressly  to  execute  two  brigands.  An  hour  and  a  half  of  crdel  sns^ 
who  had  been  condemned  to  death ^  pense  occurred  ^  when  at  length 
and  so  great  is  the  horror  of  that  a  detachment  of  horse,  preceded 
functionary  in  AthenSy  that  at-  by  a  white  fiag,  arrived,  and  a 
though  the  government  had  taken  shout  was  raised  that  the  king 
the  precaution  to  surround  hinr  had  pardoned  the  ofil^nders.  This 
with  gendarmes  fer  his  security,  being  fonnd  to  be  truci  the  erl- 
he  fell  a  victhn  ta  assiMS^nation  minals  kissed  the  crucifix  ;  the 
previously  to  the  intended  exectt-  women  who  Were  present  wept 
tion.  The  government  was  nmeh  with  joy ;  atfd  the  multitude  rent 
embarrassed  for  want  of  ad  execQ*}  the  air  with  cries  Of  ''glory  W 
ttoner  5  when  a  person/  who  pre^-  God  mid  the  king  1"  Every  one 
tended  to  understand  the  work-  praised  this  ternnnation  of  a 
ingoftlve  guillotme,  which  wm,  scene  of  snch  painful. degligeneey 
on  this  occasion  y  to  he  used  for  the  ^d  the  crowds  retdrned  home^ 
first  time  in  Greece^  as  a  anlie^*  blessrag  their  sovereign. 
tute  for  decapitation^  by  the  sWoT^^  6i  RitfLWAiP  Acei^BitfSa  «*  By 
matie  an  ofifer  of  hhl  sei^tii6es.  iM  MgVigtmt^  of  ei«  of  the  men 
When  ther  criminaie  were  taken  eMflloyed  on  the  Londod  ddfl 
from  the  carrratge  in  wbiefa'  tbef  BitnfidgMia   railwiiyi   a  sertoiM 
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accident  occurred  about  this  time. 
The  man  had  omitted  to  put 
the  rails  in  the  right  position 
at  a  crossing-  place^  and  oiie 
of  the  morning  trains  of  four 
carriages  from  London  was  thrown 
ojQTthe  line^  near  the  Beechwood 
tunnel!.  Three  of  the  carriages 
were  broken  to  pieces^  and  hve 
passengers  severely  injured  :  one 
of  them,  a  Mr.  Kinnerley,  of 
Islington,  dangerously. 
*  One  of  the  time-keepers  on  the 
Eastern  counties  railway  lost  his 
life  this  week.  When  the  train 
left  Romford  station  at  night,  he 
got  upon  the  tender,  intending  to 
jump  off  after  he  had  gone  a  short 
distance,  this  he  attempted  to  do, 
about  half  a  mile  up  the  line,  but 
bis  foot  slipped,  ana  he  fell  against 
one  of  the  carriage  steps,  when 
the  train  passed  over  him,  and  he 
was  instantly  killed. 
V  A  third  accident  also  occurred 
near  Maidenhead.  -  A  man  who 
worked  as  a  sawyer  at  that  place, 
went  with  his  brother  to  see  the 
Great  Western  train  pass  by. 
They  fell  asleep  on  the  embank- 
ment till  aroused  by  the  approach 
of  the  traiuy  when  the  sawyer, 
instead  of  moving  off  the  line, 
went  further  on  it,  so  that  his 
head  was  caught  by  one  of  the 
carriage  steps,  and  being  thrown 
under  the  train,  he  was  almost 
instantly  killed. 

6.  Suicide.  —  A  melancholy 
event  took  place  at  the  deanery, 
Wolverhampton.  The  rev.  John 
Clare's  health  and  spirits  had 
suffered  a  severe  shock  two  years 
before,  owing  to  the  massacre  of 
one  of  his  sons,  who  was  one  of 
the  crew  of  the  Charles  Heaton, 
whose  fate  it  was  to  be  murdered 
by  savages,  at  the  Torres  Straits^ 
and  afterwards  to  be  devoured  by 
those  cannibftls,    Mrt  Clare  neYev 


rallied  after  receiving  that  afflict- 
ing intelligence.  He  had  for  a 
long  period  been  in  the  commis. 
sion  of  the  peace,  and  presided  as 
deputy  chairman  at  the  quarter  , 
sessions  for  Staffordshire  upwards 
of  twenty  years.  '  He  attended 
at  the  public  office  at  Wolverhamp- 
ton in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 
was  found  the  next  morning  sus- 
pended in  the  kitchen,  and  quite 
dead. 

—  Coroner's  Inquest.  — An 
inquest  was  held  at  Harefield; 
near  Uxbridge,  on  the  corpse  of 
Moses  Yates,  a  seller  of  fish,  who 
was  stabbed  with  a  knife  in  the 
abdomen,  by  George  Coker,  a  lad 
of  fifteen. '"  The  parties  quarrelled 
about  the  sale  of  some  salmon.  A 
verdict  of  "wilful  murder*'  was 
returned;  and  Mr.  Weakley,  the 
coroner,  bound  Atkins,  the  con- 
stable of  Harefield,  to  take  the 
prisoner  early  next  morning  to 
Newgate.  •  Coker  had  been  pre- 
viously taken  before  the  magis- 
trates, in  petty  sessions,  at  Ux- 
bridge, but  was  remanded  till  the 
result  of  the  inqiiest  was  known. 
Mr.  Wakley  said  he  was  resolved 
that  the  magistrates  should  not  . 
have  an  opportunity  of  superseding 
the  coroner's  committal,  as  they 
had  done  in  the  case  of  Medhurst, 
whom  they  committed  for  man- 
slaughter after  the  coroner's  jury 
had  found  a  verdict  of  wilful  mur- 
der. The  following  day,  the  Ux- 
bridge magistrates  called  upon  the 
constable  to  produce  Coker,  and 
were  very  indignant  on  learning 
that  he  was  in  the  custody  of  the 
governor  of  Newgate,  not  that  of 
their  constable.  Between  the  two 
authorities,  the  constable  was  puz« 
zled  how  to  act. 

The  following  was  the  most 
material  part  of  the  evidence,  on 
which  the  above  verdict  was  ^ven. 
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Edwiu  Cliflfe,  stone-mason^  ex- 
amined. About  half-past  9  o'clock 
in  the  e?ening  of  Saturday^  the  3d 
instant^  I  was  standing  by  a  post 
in  front  of  the  Cricketers  public- 
house.  I  saw  the  deceased  stand- 
ing under  the  sign -post  weighing 
some  pickled  salmon  for  the  pri- 
soner, behind  his  stall.  I  heard 
the  deceased  say  to  the  prisoner, 
that  there  were  seven  ounces,  and 
it  would  come  to  Id.  To  this  the 
latter  replied, ."  Go  to  hell  with 
you,  who  do  you  tl^ink  is  going  to 

five  you  \d,  an  ounce  for  salmon!  *' 
then  heard  the^  deceased  say, 
*'  Why  do  you  come  for  salmon 
and  then  not  have  it,  after  it  is 
cut  for  you ! "  To  this  the  pri- 
soner replied,  that  he  would  not 
have  it  at  all,  and  threw  the  sal- 
mon back  into  the  deceased's  kit. 
At  this  the  deceased  became  vexed^ 
and  gave  the  boy  a  smartish'  slap 
on  the  face  with  his  open  hand. 
The  latter  ran  away  backwards 
two  or  three  yards,  and  said,  "  You 
b — r,  if  you  hit  me  again^  you 
shall  have  something  for  it."  The 
prisoner,  in  about  a  minute  and  a 
half  afterwards,  went  behind  the 
deceased's  stall  into  the  road,  and 
began  calling  him  a  variety  of  ill 
names,  and  dared  him  to  come 
and  hit  him  again,  saying,  "  If 
you  do  hit  me  again,  you  shall 
have  something  for  it.  I  shan't 
run."  The  deceased  went  towards 
the  prisoner,  who  ran  backwards  a 
few  yards,  waving  his  hand  as  if 
to  strike  a  blow  or  protect  himself 
from  one.  I  did  not  see  at  the 
time  that  he  had  any  weapon  in 
his  hand.  On  arriving  near  the 
middle  of  the  road  the  prisoner 
made  a  furious  rush  towards  the 
deceased,  and  called  out,  *'  Now 
you've  got  it."  I  saw  the  deceased 
for  an  instant  stagger  forward, 
but  be  immediately  turned  round 


towards  his  stall  with  his  hand  to 
his  stomach,  and   in    a  stooping 

J>08ition,  and  exclaimed,  *'  Oh, 
ook  here,  he's  stabbed  me,  he's 
run  a  dagger  in  me !"  pointing  to 
his  stomach.  I  looked  to  the 
place  where  he  said  he  had  been 
stabbed.  The  blood  was  running 
profusely  through  his  clothes,  and 
he  was  taken  away  by  two  per- 
sons to  the  surgeon.  The  prisoner 
made  off  towards  the  cricket- 
ground. 

The  prisoner  interposed  here  his 
assertion,  that  the  deceased  both 
hit  and  kicked  him  in  the  back  two 
or  three  times,  and  stated  that  if 
"Nat.  Haustead"  was  called  he 
would  prove  it. 

Nathaniel  Haustead,  a  labourer, 
was  accordingly  examined,  and 
concurred  with  the  other  witnesses 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  occurrence ; 
but  differed  materially  as  to  the 
latter  part  of  it.  He  swore,  that 
on  the  boy,  Coker  refusing  to  have 
the  salmon,  the  deceased  ran  after 
him  several  yards,  and  struck  him  on 
the  head  two  or  three  violent  blows, 
which  made  him  stagger  against 
the  wall  of  one  of  the  houses,  and 
that  on  the  boy's  return  and 
threatening  ^<  to  give  the  deceased 
something  for  himself,"  the  latter 
ran  after  him,  and  having  caught 
him  by  the  collar,  struck  him  two 
or  three  times. 

The  coroner  remarked,  that  this 
testimony  was  of  a  conflicting  na- 
ture, as  other  witnesses  had  sworn 
that  on  the  return  of  the  boy,  the 
deceased  did  not  strike  or  speak  to 
him. 

The  witness,  although  strictly 
cross-examined,  persisted  in  his 
statement.     On  tne  other  hand, 

Benjamin  Somerville  corrobo- 
rated the  evidence  of  the  two  first 
witnesses,  and  denied  positively 
that  the  deceased  struck  the  pri^ 
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soner  when  lie  returned  a  secood 
time. 

Coker  was  found  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter, when  tried  at  the  Cen- 
tral Criminal  courts  on  the  15th 
of  the  same  month.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  transportation  for  life; 
although 9  in  the  recent  and  simi* 
lar  case  of  Medhurst^  the  sentence 
was  only  three  years'  (imprison- 
ment^ without  hard  labour.  The 
disparity  of  the  punishment  as- 
signed to  these  two  offenders,  oc- 
casioned much  remark,  '^and  a 
memorial  was  presented  to  the 
home  secretary,  praying  for  a  com* 
mutation  of  punishment.  The 
jury  unanimously  signed  this  pe- 
tition. 

Lord  John  Russell  in  reply, 
declined  to  make  any  immediate 
alteration  in  the  sentence ;  but  in- 
timated^ that  should  Coker's  beha* 
viour  at  the  colonies  be  satisfactory, 
his  term  of  exile  might  perhaps  be 
shortened. 

12.  The  National  Cokvew- 
Ti  ON. — llie  delegatesof  thissociety, 
assembled  at  the  Arundel  coffee- 
house, in  the  Strand,  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  present  date, 
agreed  to  the  following  resolu* 
tionsi'*-' 

**  THE  SACRED  MONTH* 

**  Resolved,  That  from  the  evi- 
dence which  ba»  reached  thttr 
council  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  we  are  nnaDimously  of 
opinion,  that  the  people  are  not 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  *  sacred 
month'  on  the  12th  of  Augusts 
The  same  evidence,  however,  cob- 
vinces  us  that  the  great  bodv  of 
the  working  peo{^,  including 
most  of  the  trades,  may  be  iii<* 
duced  to  cease  work  on  the  12th 
inst.,  for  two  cr  three  days,  in 
order  to  devote  the  whole  of  that 
ttm0  to  soiemn  processions  and 
•oierna  mectiogsi  for  deliberating 


on  the  present  awful  state  of  the 
country,  and  devising  the  best 
means  of  averting  the  hideous 
despotism  with  which  the  indus- 
trious orders  are  menaced  by  the 
murderous  majority  of  the  upper 
and  middle  classes,  who  prey  upon 
their  labours.  We  at  the  same 
time  beg  to  announce  to  the  coun* 
try,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  this  council,  that  unless  the 
trades  of  Great  Britain  shall  co- 
(merate,  as  united  bodies,  with 
their  more  distressed  brethren  in 
making  a  grand  national  and  moral 
demonstration  on  the  12th  iD8tiint» 
it  will  be  impossiUe  to  save  the 
country  from  a  revolution  of  Mood, 
which,  after  enormous  sacrifices  of 
life  and  property,  will  terminate 
in  the  utter  subjection  of  the 
whole  of  the  working  people  to 
the  monied  murderers  of  society. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  im« 
plore  all  our  brother  Chartists  to 
abandon  the  project  of  a  '  sacred 
month/  as  being  for  the  present 
utterly  impracticable,  and  to  pre- 
pare themselves  forthwith  to  carry 
into  effect^  the  aforesaid  constitu- 
tional objects  on  the  12th  instant* 
We  also  implore  the  united  trades^ 
if  they  would  save  the  country 
from  convulsion,  and  themselves 
and  family  from  ruin,  to  render 
their  distressed  brethren  all  the 
aid  in  their  power,  on  os  before 
the  12th  inst.,  towards  realizing 
the  great  and  bene&cial  object  of 
thia  bolyday*  Men  of  the  trades  I 
th«  salvation  of  the  empire  i»  in 
your  hands." 

The  *^  sacred  month"  resolu- 
tion was  moved  by  Mr.  Bronterre 
O'Brien,  and  seconded  by  Mr, 
Feargus  O'Cofmor^ 

Large  posting-billsy  cotttaiotng 
these  resolutions  wertf  plaeafded 
about  Manchester  and  other  towns 
in  the  Mrtb  of  Enghmd^  »qA  weM 
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pretty  generally  responded  to^ 
though  not  qaite  in  the  deliberate 
and  *'  solemn"  manner  enjoined. 

^'  National  Holyday.'* — Riots 
occurred  in  Tarious  places  during 
the  first  three  days  of  the  week^ 
thus  appointed  for  abstinence  from 
labour  and  '*  solemn  processions." 

At  Manchester  a  considerable 
number  of  people  assembled  in  the 
fields^  between  Hulme  and  Chorl- 
ton-on-Medlock  ;  and,  after  a  short 
time,  moved  into  Med  lock-street^ 
where  they  surrounded  the  pre^ 
mises  of  Messrs.  Owen  and  Hartley, 
dyers,  and  insisted  on  the  workmen 
being  turned  out.  As  this  demand 
was  backed  by  a  force  of  several 
hundred  men  and  boys,  the  work- 
men were  permitted  to  leave  the 
premises;  and  the  rioters,  after 
giving  a  loud  shout  in  token  of 
triumph,  proceeded  to  the  factory 
of  Mr.  Paul  Chappe,  and  afterwards 
to  the  mill  of  Messrs.  James  Massey 
and  Son,  of  Gay  thorn,  where  also 
they  succeeded  in  turning  out  the 
hands;  and  then  crossing  the 
canal,  they  proceeded  to  Marsden's 
mill,  in  Trumpet-street,  where 
they  required  the  immediate  stop- 
page of  the  engine,  under  a  threat 
of  breaking  the  windows  if  their 
demand  was  refused.  As  the 
manager  refused  to  torn  out  the 
hands,  some  of  the  mob  endea- 
voured to  force  their  way  into  the 
yard ;  but  before  they  could  effect 
their  purpose,  a  strong  body  of 
police,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Beswick,  the  chief  constable,  came 
suddenly  upon  them.  As  soon  as 
Mr.  Beswick  saw  what  was  going 
on,  he  gallopped  to  the  spot ;  and, 
springing  from  his  horse,  seized 
two  young  men,  who  on  his  ap* 
proach  dropped  from  the  yard- 
wall  ;  and  other  officers  coming 
up,  they  were  secured  after  a 
sbcHTt  reristauce*    The  mob  tb^n 


began  to  throw  stoneid  at  the  po« 
lice ;  on  which  the  latter  charged 
them  vigorously  with  their  sticks, 
and  a  very  short  struggle  ensued ; 
in  the  course  of  which,  one  of  the 
police  was  stabbed,  just  above  the 
knee,  with  a  dagger;  but  the  wound 
was  not  serious.  Meanwhile,  the 
main  body  of  the  mob  was  entirely 
routed.  Indeed,  very  few  of  them 
waited  the  onset  of  the  police,  but 
ran  in  all  directions,  tumbling  over 
each  other  in  their  flight.  Similar 
disturbances  were  suppressed  by 
activity  of  the  police  in  other  parts 
of  Manchester^  and  twenty-one 
prisoners  were  taken.  At  Salford, 
Hey  woody  Macclesfield,  Boltoui 
Nottingham,  Sheffield,  and  Roch- 
dale, the  Chartists  committed  si- 
milar outrages,  and  were  in  the 
same  manner  put  down  by  soldiers 
and  policemen.  Apprehensions 
were  likewise  entertained  of  seri- 
ous disturbances  at  Cliester.  Five 
hundred  special  constables  were 
sworn  in,  and  the  garrison  held 
in  readiness  to  suppress  rioting, 
but  none  occurred ;  and  the  wor- 
thy citizens  were  beginning  to  feel 
at  ease,  when  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived of  the  seizure  of  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  at  the  little  port 
of  Ellesmere,  near  Chester.  It  ap- 
peared that  since  the  disturbances, 
the  boats  from  Birmingham  had 
landed  there  272  heavy  packing- 
cases,  which  were  warehoused  a 
few  days.  They  bad  no  directions 
upon  them,  nor  marks,  with  the 
exception  of  the  letter  B  5  and  by 
some  means  or  another  it  came  to 
be  known  that  they  contained 
arms;  and  on  opening  the  cases, 
it  was  found  that  each  contained 
twenty  guns  and  bayonets,  with 
flints  fixed  ready  for  use.  As  it 
was  not  known  to  the  carriers  to 
whom  they  belonged,  a  communi- 
cation wM  made  to  Mr*  Case,  a 
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magistrate  of  the  neighbourhood ; 
who  immediately  ordered  them  to 
be  re-shii)ped,  and  sent  to  the  port 
of  Chester,  for  greater  security. 
On  their- arrival  at  Chester,  the 
carriers  refused  to  receive  them, 
but  sent  information  to  the  clerk 
of  the  peace;  who  consulted  the 
authorities,  and  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable that  the  same  should  be 
seized.  The  infantry  were  accord* 
ingly  despatched  to  the  wharfs  with 
waggons ;  and  shortly  afterwards, 
the  wholesale  seizure  was  lodged  in 
the  armoury  of  Chester  castle.  It 
still  remained  a  mystery  as  to 
whom  they  belonged,  some  per- 
sons however  surmised,  that  they 
were  secretly  sent  down  by  the 
government  for  the  purpose  of 
arming  the  middle  classes,  pur- 
suant to  the  letter  of  recommen- 
dation of  lord  John  Russell  to  the 
lords-lieutenant  of  counties. 

At  Birmingham,  perfect  tran- 
quillity prevailed  both  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  The  town-council 
met  on  the  former  day,  when  the 
following  reply  from  lord  John 
Russell  to  the  council's  memorial 
against  the  continuance  of  the  Lon- 
don policein  Birmingham  was  read: 

Whitehall,  August  9.   ' 

'*Sir— I  am  directed  by  lord 
John  Russell  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  transmitting  a  memorial 
(addressed  *  To  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  her  majesty's  treasury') 
from  the  town -council  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Birmingham,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  metropolitan  police  now 
at  Birmingham  ;  and  to  acquaint 
you,  that  lord  John  Russell  is  of 
opinion  that  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  by  the  town-council  is 
highly  imprudent. 

"  1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, "  S.  M.  Phillips." 
f*  T9  the  Mayw  of  Biminghmn" 


This  reply  excited  much  disap- 
probation 3  and  a  petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  praying  their 
lordships  to  reject  the  Birming- 
ham police  bill,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

,  —  Metropolitan  Chartist 
Demonstration. — A  public  de- 
monstration of  chartists  took 
place  on  Kennington.common, 
for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  to  a 
memorial  to  the  sovereign,  praying 
for  a  remission  of  the  sentence  of 
death  passed  the  week  before  upon 
three  of  the  Birmingham  rioters. 
A  portion  of  the  body  assembled 
on  the  common  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and,  aft«r  having  mar- 
shalled themselves,  walked  in 
procession  to  Lincoln's-inn- fields, 
where  they  were  met  by  se- 
veral thousands  of  chartists 
from  other  districts  in  and  about 
the  metropolis.  The  whole  force 
then  marched  back  in  order  to 
Kennington-common,  where  they 
were  addressed  by  Mr.  Feargus 
O'Connor,  the  chairman,  Mr,  W. 
Carpenter,  Messrs.  Cardo,  O'Brien, 
Hare  (of  Newcastle),  Dr.  Taylor, 
and  Dr.  Johnson.  A  series  of  re- 
solutions were  moved  by  these  par- 
ties, to  the  effect  *'  that  this  meet- 
ing hereby  pledges  itself  to  the 
principles  of  the  *  People's  Charter,* 
and  declares  that  it  will  never 
cease  to  use  its  efforts  until  that 
charter  shall  have  become  the  law 
of  the  land }  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  the  queen, 
praying  that  her  majesty  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  remit  the 
punishment  of  death,  ordered  to 
be  visited  upon  the  three  men  of 
Birmingham  at  the  Warwick  as< 
sizes :  that  this  meeting  has  seen 
with  considerable  regret  the  uncon- 
stitutional conduct  of  various  local 
authorities  at  the  instigation  of 
the    government    in    oisperaiog 
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peaceably  conducted  meetings  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people^  and  imprisoning  others 
who  have  taken  part  in  the  same  ;' 
and  that  an  address  to  her  majesty 
be  presented,  praying  the  dismissal 
from  her  councils  of  those  men 
who  have  shown  themselves  hos- 
tile to  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  people,  and  whose  conduct  is 
furthermore  calculated  to  produce 
all  the  dreadful  consequences  of  a 
bloody  revolution."  The  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  by  the  meet- 
ing. At  one  period  of  the  day 
there  might,  probably^  have  been 
as  many  as  10,000  men,  women, 
and  children  present. 

—  Oath  of  an  Owenite  Inad- 
missible.—In  the' Lancaster  In« 
solvent  Debtors:  court,  George  Con- 
nard  was  brought  up  to  take  the 
oath  required  by  law  before  his  re- 
lease. Counara,  who  was  said  to 
be  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
professed  to  be  an  Owenite,  and 
not  to  believe  in  a  future  state  of 
punishment.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the 
commissioner,  had  refused  to  allow 
him  to  be  sworn  on  a  previous 
day,  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions;  and  when  he  was  brought 
up  on  Monday,  asked  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  say  then  ?  Connard 
replied — 

**  The  starving  condition  of  my 
family,  the  unhappiness  of  my  wife, 
and  the  misery  I  have  experienced 
in  gaol,  convinces  me  that  the  de- 
nial of  belief  in  a  future  state  of 
punishment  places  me  in  a  very 
dangerous  position.  It  has  caused 
some  doubt  to  arise  in  my  mind; 
so  that,  in  consequence  of  that 
doubt,  I  would  rather  yield  to  the 
safer  side  of  the  question,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  obtain  the  beneBt  of 
the  laws  of  my  country,  .which  I 
have  never  yet  received.'  1  was  not 


aware  that  my  belief  or  my  religi- 
ous  opinions  would  be  questioned 
in  court." 

The  commissioner  said  that  de- 
claration would  not  do ;  he  went 
on  to  show  that  the  oath  of  a  man 
who  did  not  believe  in  a  future 
state  could  not  be  received.  The 
statement  just  made  by  the  insol- 
vent he  considered  an  evasion.  The 
insolvent  having  said  he  had  no- 
thing to  add  to  his  statement,  the 
order  for  hearing  was  dismissed, 
and  the  debtor  remanded  to  con- 
finement. 

—  Murder. — At  the  Lancas. 
ter  assizes  James  Lacky  and  Julia 
Lacky,  his  wife,  were  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Michael  Donoghue, 
at  Preston,  in  the  previous  No- 
vember. 

It  appeared,  that  on  the  evening 
in  question,  about  seven  o'clock, 
the  deceased  was  in  the  house  of 
the  prisoners,  where  he  lodged. 
He  was  a  gangsman  on  the  railway 
— that  is,  he  contracted  to  do  a 
certain  portion  of  the  work,  and 
employed  men  under  him,  whom 
he  paid.  He  had  on  this  evening 
received  a  month's  pay,  and  some 
of  the  men  whom  he  employed 
were  in  attendance  to  receive  their 
wages.  He  asked  Mrs.  Lacky  for 
his  account  at  the  shop  for  goods 
supplied  to  him  and  his  men. 
She  produced  an  account,  but  it 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  he  insisted 
upon  having  the  particulars  and 
the  dates.  Words  ran  high,  and 
Michael  Lacky,  the  prisoner's  bro- 
ther, went  out  and  returned  with 
fourteen  or  fifteen  men  from  the 
works  in  the  North-road.  Mrs. 
Lacky  then  repeated  her  demand 
for  the  money,  and  on  the  deceased 
refusing  except  on  the  terms  he 
had  previously  stated,  she  said  she 
would  have  his  life.  The  doors 
were  then  closed,  and  she  first 
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struck  the  deceased.  He  rose^  and 
pushed  her  from  him,  when  he  was 
attacked  by  the  prisoner  James 
Lacky,  liis  brothers  Michael  and 
Patrick,  and  one  of  the  men  from 
the  North-road.  He  was  repeat- 
edly knocked  down^  and  beaten 
while  on  the  ground^  screaming 
for  mercy  until  he  became  insen. 
sible,  two  of  his  own  workmen  who 
endeavoured  to  save  him  being 
driven  into  a  small  lobby  at  the 
back  door,  from  wliich,  however, 
they  could  see  all  that  occurred. 
The  pockets  of  the  deceased  were 
then  rifled  by  James  Lacky ;  his 
wife,  who  during  the  affray  had 
been  encouraging  them  to  "  shake 
the  money  out  of  him,"  holding 
the  candle  while  it  was  counted; 
and  on  her  suggestion  that  he  had 
one  shilling  more,  further  search 
was  made,  and  it  was  found  beside 
the  deceased  on  the  floor.  Patrick 
Lacky,  afterwards,  while  the  de- 
ceased was  lying  insensible,  kicked 
him  repeatedly  on  the  head  and 
leaped  on  his  belly,  until,  alarmed 
by  the  cries  of  the  crowd,  who 
opened  the  window  and  were  try- 
in^  to  get  in  at  the  door,  the  back 
entrance  was  opened,  and  all  the 
parties  fled,  leaving  the  deceased 
apparently  dead.  On  being  found 
by  the  constable,  it  appeared  that 
life  was  quite  extinct,  and  on  a 
post  mortem  examination  it  was 
found  that  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  death  was  an  effusion  of  blood 
on  the  brain,  about  a  pint  having 
escaped  from  the  vessels.  There 
was  a  severe  cut  on  the  left  temple 
inflicted  apparently  by  a  knife,  and 
several  bruises  on  the  back  part  of 
the  head.  There  were  also  finger 
marks  upon  the  throat 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
manslaughter  against  both  pri- 
soners, and  Mr.  Justice  Coltroan, 
irrth  a  very  solemn  adroonilion^ 


sentenced  them^  to  transportation 
for  life. 

13.  Murder. — At  the  Bridg- 
water assizes,  Charles  Wakel  v  was 
indicted  for  the  wilful  muraer  of 
Eliza  Pain,  at  Worle.  The  pri- 
soner,  who  persisted  in  pleading 
guilty,  appeared  conscious  of  the 
enormity  of  his  offence,  and  his 
truly  penitent  appearance  gained 
the  pity  of  all  who  saw  him.  Be- 
fore, however,  passing  sentence 
upon  him,  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge 
had  the  whole  of  the  evidence  com- 
pletely examined  into,  and  the 
following  witnesses  were  called : — 

Samuel  Norman,  relieving  offi- 
cer to  the  Axbridge  union.*— I  was 
at  Wake  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  17th 
July,  on  horseback,  in  the  lane 
going  towards  Worle.  On  getting 
to  Snatch -cratch,  I  saw  the  pri- 
soner come  out  firom  a  ditch  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  road.  He 
came  towards  me,  and  turned  up  a 
lane.  I  then  saw  Eliza  Pain  come 
out  of  the  same  place,  and  go  a 
few  yards  towards  Worle,  and  then 
turn  and  come  towards  me.  I  saw 
her  face  was  covered  with  blood. 
Her  bonnet  was  hanging  down  her 
back.  I  thought  there  was  some- 
thing the  matter,  and  rode  after 
the  man.  I  met  him  coming  back 
again.  He  said,  "  Oh,  I  must  die !" 
I  asked  him  what  he  had  done :  at 
that  moment  I  saw  the  girl  drop. 
I  said,  "  Vou  have  cut  her  throat." 
He  said  she  stabbed  him  first. 
There  was  blood  about  his  right 
hand.  I  asked  him  what  he  bad 
done  it  for.  He  said  she  had  done 
it  herself.  Then  he  went  towards 
Worle,  and  I  followed  him,  and, 
having  gone  a  short  distance,  he 
wished  to  go  back,  and  see  what 
was  the  matter  with  the  girl.  We 
went  back  to  the  spot.  The  girl 
was  lying  on  her  face,  bleeding. 
The  prisoner  said>  ^'She  will  bt 
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better  presently."  I  took  him  into 
custody^  and  gave  him  to  a  con* 
stable  at  Worle. 

Henry  Stowell. — I  live  with  Mr. 
Reeves.  The  prisoner  was  in  his 
service,  and  Eliza  Pain  was  an 
apprentice.  On  Wednesday,  17th 
JuJy^  I  saw  the  prisoner  and  Eliza 
Pain  go  milking;  it  was  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  was  with 
them^  they  were  on  very  good  terms. 
After  the  milking  was  over,  Eliza 
Pain  went  towards  Worle.  The 
prisoner  asked  her  if  she  would 
bring  his  boots  from  Worle.  She 
made  some  reply,  but  I  did  not 
hear  what.  The  prisoner  said, 
^*  If  you  won't,  I  must  go  and 
fetch  them  myself."  She  then  went 
towards  Worle,  driving  the  cows 
before  her ;  the  prisoner  was  left 
behind.  He  said  he  most  go  for 
his  boots,  as  she  would  not  bring 
them,  and  in  about  fire  minutes 
he  got  his  hat  and  went  away» 
going  the  same  road  as  she  had. 
He  had  not  spoken  angrily  to  her. 

John  Hard  wick,  surgeon^  was 
called  to  view  the  body  of  Eliza 
Pain,  and  saw  her  about  seven  the 
same  evening.  Her  head  and  face 
were  covered  with  blood,  and  he 
discovered  on  her  neck  ^ve  super- 
ficial wounds.  Over  the  left  eye 
there  were  five  other  wounds,  all 
cuts,  a  severe  bruise  on  the  left 
temple,  and  a  deep  wound  on  the 
left  side  of  the  neck,  which  lost 
wound  was  the  cause  of  her  death. 
It  was  made  by  a  cutting  instru- 
ment. There  were  no  other  marks 
of  violence  whatever. 

—  Tripp. — I  picked  up  this 
knife  in  the  ditch,  about  two  yards 
from  the  place  where  the  body 
laid;  it  was  closed.  There  was 
some  hair  and  blood  upon  it.  This 
knife  is  the  prisoner's. 

The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to 
death.     The  learned  judge  was 


exceedingly  afiected  in  the  per. 
formance  of  this  duty. 

Wakely  was  executed  the  16th 
of  September  following.  It  ap- 
peared, from  his  own  statement, 
that  he  had  attempted  a  criminal 
assault  upon  the  poor  girl,  and  on 
her  resisting  him^  he  cut  her 
throat. 

13.  Accident  at  the  Mint. 
—An  inquest  was  held  at  the  Lon« 
don  Hospital,  on  the  body  of  Charles 
Henry  Moore,  a  fine  youth  of  twelve 
years  of  age,  who  died  there  from 
the  efifects  of  a  severe  injury  which 
he  received  on  the  left  side  of  the 
head  from  a  part  of  the  machinery 
in  her  majestv's  Mint  on  Tower- 
hill. 

Samuel  Harris,  a  labourer,  em- 
ployed in  the  voyal  mint,  deposed, 
that  on  Monday  morning,  the  5th 
instant,  the  deceased  was  em- 
ployed in  feeding  one  of  the  coining 
presses  with  blank  pieces  of  copper 
for  halfpence,  and  the  press  having 
struck  what  was  called  a  ''bare 
blow/'  owing  to  the  blank  piece  of 
copper  not  passing  through  the 
table,  so  as  to  come  between  the 
dies,  and  the  deceased  not  being 
very  expert  in  adjusting  the  ma- 
chinery after  such  an  occurrence, 
witness  jumped  into  the  hole'  (as  it 
is  called)  to  do  so.  The  deceased 
at  this  time  got  upon  the  platform, 
and,  as  soon  as  witness  had  regu- 
lated the  press,  he  called  out,  as 
was  usual  on  such  occasions,  ^'Take 
care,"  and  gave  him  sufficient  time 
to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  ma- 
chinery and  into  his  hole  before  lie 
set  the  works  in  motion.  The  de- 
ceased, however,  from  soma  cause 
or  other,  did  not  get  out  of  the 
way  in  time,  and  received  a  severe 
blow  over  the  left  temple  with  a 
lever  which  works  on  a  semi-circle, 
and  he  instantly  fell  senseless  into 
a  tray  of  blanks  with  which  the 
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adjoining  press  was  bein^  supplied. 
He  was  instantly  carried  to  the 
breakfast-room^  bleeding  profusely 
from  the  wounds  and  from  thence 
to  the  London  Hospital. 

Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Portman- 
square,  the  senior  moneyer  at  the 
Mint,  and  another  person  also  em- 
ployed there,  corroborated  the  above 
statement.  Mr.  Atkinson  observed 
that  since  the  erection  of  the  pre- 
sent machinery  at  the  Mint,  the 
present  was  tne  second  accident 
which  had  occurred  in  the  esta- 
blishment, the  one  before  being 
nineteen  years  ago.  A  verdict 
of  accidental  death  was  re- 
turned. 

—  Disqualification  for  a  Ju- 
ror.— At  the  opening  of  the  tenth 
session  of  the  Central  Criminal 
court  for  the  current  year,  Mr. 
Jesse  Oldfield  begged  to  be  excused 
from  serving  as  a  juror ;  he  had  a 
mental  and  moral  objection  to  sit 
in  the  jury-box,  but  no  physical 
one.  The  Recorder  asked  first  for 
his  mental  objection;  and  Mr.  Old- 
field  replied,  that  he  could  not 
"  conscientiously  find  man,  woman, 
or  child  guilty  of  theft,  so  long  as 
the  poor-law  continued  in  ope* 
ration."  **  That's  a  mental  infir- 
mity," said  the  Recorder  j  "  now 
for  your  moral  objection — I  sup- 
pose it's  the  same."  "  It  is,", 
replied  Mr.  Oldfield.  The  Recor- 
der of  course  refused  to  accept  the 
excuse. 

14.  Infliction  of  a  Fine. — 
At  the  Mansion -house,  James  Read, 
an  extensive  dealer  in  fish  at 
Billingsgate-market,  was  fined  20/. 
for  selling  more  than  twelve  pair 
of  soles  in  one  lot.  The  complain- 
ants in  this  case  were  small  dealers, 
who  said  they  suffered  much  by 
the  wholesale  manner  in  which  the 
business  was  now  conducted,  and 
which  was   contrary  to   an    act 


passied  in  the  reign  of  George  the 
Third.  The  Lord  Mayor  said,  in 
reply  to  the  defendant's  attorney, 
that  though  the  law  might  be 
deemed  obsolete;  it  was  on  the 
statute-book,  and  was,  doubtless, 
intended  to  protect  the  poor  fish- 
monger, who  could  only  buy  in 
small  quantities,  from  the  wealthy 
monopolist.  .  He  should  therefore 
give  judgment  against  the  defend- 
ant, but  would  not  allow  any  fiir- 
ther  steps  to  be  taken  till  the 
question  were  settled  in  a  higher 
court. 

—  Chartist  Trials  at  Ches- 
ter.— The  city  of  Chester  was  as 
quiet  these  assizes  as  at  any  pre- 
vious ones,  notwithstanding  the 
fears  of  the  inhabitants  that  an 
incursion  of  the  chartists  would  be 
made.  The  commission  was  opened 
on  Saturday  the  10th,  but  the 
chartist  trials  did  not  commence 
till  the  14th,  on  which  day  George 
Thompson  of  Birmingham,  gun- 
maker,  Timothy  Higginsof  Ashton, 
James  Mitchell  of  Stockport,  beer- 
seller,  and  Charles  Davies  of  Stock- 
port, were  indicted  for  conspiracy. 
The  grand  jury/ who  .found  the 
bills  against  the  prisoners,  had 
asked  whethisr  they  could  not  bring 
in  bills  charging  them  with  AfgA 
treason  ;  but  Baron  Gurney  said, 
the  shades  between  seditious  con- 
spiracy and  high  treason  were 
rather  nice,  and  it  was  for  the 
legal  gentlemen  who  conducted 
the  prosecution  to  choose  thdr 
mode  of  proceeding.  He  would 
therefore  recommend  them  to  t«ke 
the  charge  as  they  found  it..  .The 
grand  jury  acquiesced,  and  the 
prisoners  were  put  on  their  trial 
for  conspiracy.  .  The  evidence, 
which  was  quite  condusivei  went 
to  show  that  they  had  in  their 
possession  considerable  Quantities 
of  fire-arms,  with  the  .intent  to 
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aid  the  violent  designs  of  the 
chartists.    . 

'  It  appeared,  that  upon  Thomp- 
son's premises  were  found  several 
orders  for  arms  for  the  chartists. 
Thompson  seemed  to  Iiave  had  in 
view  the  turning  to  profit  the  peo- 
ple's delusion.  On  his  premises  was 
found  the  following  instrument :  — 

''  We  hereby  agree  to  become 
sureties  for  the  payment  of  all 
arms  sent  to  Timothy  Higgins,  at 
the  Bush-inn. 

(Signed,)  «  Charles  Duke, 

"  Peter  M'Douall." 

Duke  kept  a  public-house  in 
Ashton;  both  were  violent  chartists. 

The  following  placard  was  read, 
as  being  found  in  possession  of  the 
prisoner  Higgins.*'— 

"  Dear  Brothers,— Now  are  the 
times  to  try  men's  souls.  Are  your 
arms  ready  ?  Have  you  plenty  of 
powderandshot?  Have  you  screwed 
up  your  courage  to  the  sticking 
pitcn  ?  Do  you  intend  to  be  free- 
men or  slaves  ?  Are  you  inclined 
to  hope  for  a  fair  day  s  wages  for 
a  fair  day's  work.  Ask  yourselves 
these  questions,  and  remember  that 
your  safety  depends  upon  the 
strength  of  your  own  right  arm. 
How  long  are  you  going  to  allow 
your  mothers,  your  wives,  your 
children,  and  your  sweethearts, 
to  be  for  ever  toiling  for  other 
people's  benefits  ?  '  Nothing  can 
convince  tyrants  of  their  folly,  but 
gunpowder  and  steel ;  so  put  your 
trust  in  God,  my  boys,  and  keep 
your  powder  dry.  Be  patient  a 
day  or  two,  but  be  ready  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning;  no  man  knows 
what  to-morrow  may  bring  forth. 
Be  ready,  then,  to  nourish  the 
tree  of  liberty  with  the  blood  of 
tyrants.  You  can  get  nothing  by 
cowardice.  France  is  in  arms. 
Poland  groans  beneath  the  bloody 
Russian  yoke,  and  Irishmen  pant 
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to  enjoy  their  liberty.  Up,  then, 
because  the  whole  world  depends 
upon  you  for  support.  If  you  fail, 
the  working  man's  sun  is  set  for 
ever.  The  operatives  of  France 
have  again  taken  possession  of  the 
city.  Can  you  remain  passive 
when  all  the  world  is  in  arms? 
No,  brave  boys.  Up  with  the  cap 
of  liberty !  now  or  never  is  the 
time.  When  you  strike,  let  it 
not  be  with  stick  or  stone;  but 
let  the  blood  of  all  you  suspect 
moisten  the  soil  of  your  native 
land,  that  you  may  for  ever  de- 
stroy even  the  remembrance  of 
poverty  and  shame."    • 

Then  came  some  doggrel  verses  — • 

'*  In  tyrant's  hlood  baptize  your  sons, 
And  every  villain  slaughter. 
By  pike  and  sword  your  freedom  try  to 

gal»>  . 

Or  make  one  bloody  Moscoiv  of  Old 

.   England's  plain.'' 

.  The  jury  took  five  minutes  only 
to  consider  their  verdict  of  guilty 
against  all  the  prisoners.  ^ 

Thefourprisoners  were  sentenced 
each  to  eignteen  months*  imprison- 
ment, and  to  find  bail  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  themselves 
m  500/.,  and  two  sureties  in  100/. 
each,  for  five  years. 

—  Cruel  Assault. — At  the 
Liverpool  assizes,  George  Whit- 
aker  was  indicted  for  having  cut 
and  wounded  Sarah  Whitaker,  his 
wife,  with  intent  to  murder  her. 

The  prisoner's  wife  was  the  first 
and  principal  witness  examined. 
She  was  much  affected,  but  the 
prisoner  appeared  unmoved.  Ac* 
cording  to  her  evidence,  the  pri- 
soner came  home  on  the  13th  of 
March  last  intoxicated,  and,  as  he 
had  often  done,  began  to  accuse  her 
of  infidelity  to  him.  She  assured 
him  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  accusation;  but  he  insisted 
that  two  men  had  been  with  her. 
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and  threatened  to  kill  her  if  she 
did  not  tell  him  who  the^  were. 
Four  of  his  cliildren  were  m  bed ; 
the  two  eldest,  aged  eight  and  nine 
years,  he  dragged  out  and  threat- 
ened to  kill  if  they  did  not  tell,  and 
he  continued  to  behare  in  the  most 
Tiolent  and  frantic  manner  through 
the  night,  frequently  threatening 
to  cut  her  with  the  hatchet,  an 
instrument  which  he  used  in  his 
occupation  of  a  wood- turner.  In 
the  morning  he  left  home,  taking 
the  eldest  child  with  him ;  and 
when  he  was  gone  the  wife  fled 
with  the  youngest,  an  infant,  to 
her  parents ;  but,  being  afraid  to 
remain  there,  she  went  to  a 
cousin's,  at  a  short  distance,  and 
returned  to  her  father's  about  nine 
o'clock,  and  slept  there  that  night. 
About  three  o^cIock  in  the  morn- 
ing  the  prisoner  came  and  rapped 
at  the  door  till  his  father-in-law 
spoke  to  him  from  the  window, 
and  a^in  accused  his  wife  of  being 
then  m  bed  with  two  men.  He 
was  intoxicated.  Her  father,  who 
was  named  Pierce,  replied,  ''  No, 
George,  111  not  believe  it  till  I  see 
it."  Pierce  feared  to  tell  him 
that  she  was  there,  and  he  went 
away.  Next  morning  he  saw  Mrs. 
Pierce,  and  asked  if  she  had  seen 
his  wife  ?  She  said  she  had  not, 
and  if  she  had  shedurst  not  tell  him 
after  he  had  threatened  to  kill  her 
as  he  did.  He  said  he  could  find 
her  in  five  minutes,  and  pointed 
out  the  residence  of  a  person 
named  Walker,  where  he  said  she 
was  in  company  with  two  men, 
and  that  he  was  only  prevented 
from  having  her  out,  from  fear  of 
exposing  her  and  himself  to  the 
neighbours.  Mrs.  Pierce  endea- 
voured to  reason  him  out  of  this 
impression,  and  asked  him  if  he 
had  ever  seen  a  single  act  in  his 
wife  which  ought  to  make  km 


jealous?  He  said,  no,  he  never 
had,  and  that  she  had  been  a  good 
wife  to  him.  On  the  Monday 
morning  following  he  came  to 
Pierce's  to  inquire  for  his  wife. 
He  was  then  sober,  and  expressed 
his  regret  for  his  conduct,  and  de- 
clared  that  he  would  never  take 
liquor  again,  and  promised  so  hir 
that  the  old  man  said  that  he  would 
send  for  her,  and  try  to  reconcile 
them.  She  came,  and  he  promised 
that  if  she  would  return  he  would 
be  a  better  husband  than  he  had 
ever  been  ;  and,  finally,  she  agreed 
to  forget  and  forgive.  They  re- 
mained at  Pierce's  till  after  dinner, 
and  then  went  to  the  prisoner's 
brother's,  where  it  was  proposed 
they  should  pass  the  nignt.  He 
hadf  a  glass  of  ale,  and  early  in  the 
evening  retired  to  bed.  His  wife  fol« 
lowed  soon  after,  when  the  prisoner 
seised  upon  the  hatchet  which 
he  had  brought  from  home,  and  as 
she  was  endeavouring  to  get  away 
struck  her  a  terrible  blow  on  the 
head.  She  screamed,  '^Ob,  George, 
what  art  thou  going  to  do  ?"  and 
held  up  her  hands  to  shield 
herself.  He  repeated  the  blows, 
and  two  of  her  fingers  were 
chopped  ofi^,  and  found  afterwards 
on  tne  floor.  Her  cries  brought 
two  men  who  were  in  the  house  to 
her  assistance,  when  the  prisoner 
threw  down  the  hatchet.  The 
wife  who  had  been  knocked  down, 
was  raised  up  and  carried  into  the 
kitchen  in  a  chair,  and  a  constable 
was  sent  for.  When  the  ccmstable 
came  she  was  crying,  '^  Oh,  he  has 
done  it — he  has  done  it.  He  said 
last  Wednesday  he  would  do  it" 
Upon  which  the  prisoner  coolly 
turned  round  and  said, ''  Don't  be 
afraid,  I  shan't  run  away."  About 
half  an  hour  after,  when  taken  to 
the  lock-up,  he  said,  ''Is  mv 
wife  dead  yet  ?"    Being  answered 


AUG.]  CHRONICLE,  147 

*' No/' he  said ''It  was  a  bad  job;  I  public  peace.    The  meeting  was 

have  not  done  it,  she  did  it  herself."  held  at  nighty  on  the  14th  Novem- 

The  constable  said,  '' That's  im-  ber  1838,  at  a  place  called  the 

possible.'*     He  replied,  "  Oh,  but  Cotton  Tree,  a  mile  and  a  half 

nobody  saw  me  do  it."     According  from  Hyde.     Many  who  attended 

to  the  testimony  of  the  surgeon  of  it  carried  arms,  and  bore  banners 

the  infirmary,  in  addition  to  the  with  the  inscriptions—''  Tyrants 

injuries  to  her  hands,  there  was  a  believe  and  tremble,"   "  Liberty 

severe   fracture  of   the   scull  on  or    Death,"     ''Ashton    demand 

the  right  side,  from  which  several  Universal   Suffrage  or   Universal 

pieces  of  bone  came  away,  and  se*  Vengeance/'   "  For  children  and 

veral  cuts  on   the    forehead  and  wife  we'll  war  to  the  knife."  There 

face,  so  that  her  recovery  was  at  was  a  transparency  with  the  word 

first  thought  to  be  impossible.  ^'  Blood."     At  this  meeting  the 

In  his  defence,  the  prisoner  put  prisoner  was  charged  with  using 

in  a  statement,  alleging  that  on  inflammatory  language.     He  told 

the  Wednesday  evening  he  had,  the  meeting  that  ''  he  had  good 

as  he  believed,  heard  the  voice  of  news  for  them ;    he  had  been  to 

his  wife  in  a  wine-vault,  in  com-  the  barracks,   seen   the   soldiers, 

pany  with  a  woman  of  improper  and   the  soldiers  would   not  act 

character,  who  led  her  away  to  the  against   the   people."     He  asked 

house  of  a  man   named  Walker,  "  if  thev  had  fire-arms,  and  were 

who  kept  men-lodgers.    That  he  ready ;    and  the  answer  was  given 

went  to  Walker's  and  inquired  for  by  a  discharge  of  fire-arms.    This 

her,  but  could  get  no  reply  ;  and  meeting  continued  till  midnight, 
that  if  it  had  only  been  told  him        These  facts  were  fully  proved  by 

that  she  was  at  her  father's,  all  witnesses :  some  of  them  gentle* 

this  would  not  have  happened.  men  of  property.     Mr.  Stephens 

The  case  having  been  summed  cross-examined  them  at   length, 

up,  the  jury,  after  a  short  consul-  but  does  not  appear  to  have  shaken 

tation,  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty  their  testimony*      He  addressed 

of  wounding  with  intent  to  mur-  the  jury  for  upwards  of  five  hours, 

der.    The  sentenced  was  deferred,  but  called  no  witnesses.     The  at- 

15.     Trial  of    Rev.   Josbph  torney- general  replied;  the  judge 

Rayner  Stephens,    Dissenting  summed  up;  and  the  jury  imme- 

Teacher,  op  Hyde,  County  of  diately  found  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

Chester. — The  trial  of  this  no-  The  court  sentenced  Mr.  Stephens 

torious  personage  came  on  at  the  to  eighteen  months'  imprison oient 

Chester  assizes,  and  occupied  the  in  Knutsford  Gaol, 
court  a  whole   day.     It  excited        —  Bloomsbury  Cause.  —  At 

much  interest,  and  the  court  was  the  Liverpool  assizes,  an  action, 

crowded.     The  prosecution   was  which  excited  great  interest  in 

conducted  by  the  attorney- ffene-  the  sporting  world,  was  tried.    It 

ral,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Jervis,  and  Mr.  was  stated,  that  at  the  last  Ascot 

Temple.     Mr.  Stephens  managed  races,  Mr.  Ridsdale's  colt.  Blooms - 

his  own  defence  without  assistance,  bury,  won  the  Ascot  Derby  stakes; 

He  was  charged   with   a  misde-  but  Mr.  Ridsdale's  right  to  the 

meanour,  in  attending  an  unlawful  money  was  disputed  by  lord  Lich- 

assembly,  and  inciting  those  pre*  field,  whose  horse  came  in  second 

sent   to   a    disturbance   of    the  .—on  the  ground  that  Bloom^biiry 

L  2 
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was  described  as  a  colt  by  Mulatto 
out  of  Scroggins'  dam,  iustead  of 
a  colt  by  Tramp  out  qf  Scroggins* 
dam^  also  called  the  Arcot  Lass. 
The  whole  case  turned  upon  the 
question  of  right  or  wrong  de- 
scription ;  for  by  the  Newmarket 
rules,  which  are  observed  at  Ascot, 
if  a  winning  horse  was  misnamed, 
or  his  pedigree  wrongly  described, 
the  stakes  go  to  the  second  horse, 
and  all  bets  are  void.  To  settle 
the  .paternity  of  Bloomsbury  was 
the  object  of  the  trial,  in  which 
Mr.  Ridsdale  was  plaintiff^  and 
lord  Lichfield  defendant.  A  great 
deal  of  contradictory  evidence  was 
given,  but  the  jury  decided  for 
the  plaintiff  Mr.  Ridsdale.  The 
verdict  was  received  with  loud 
applause,  in  which  even  the 
counsel  joined. 

'  Another  action,  involving  the 
same  question,  in  which  Mr.  Rids- 
dale was  plaintiff,  and  the  earl  of 
Craven  defendant,  was  compro- 
mised on  the  day  following. 
;  —  Fire  in  Manchester. — A 
very  destructive  fire  occurred  in 
Dickinson-street,  Manchester,  by 
which  warehousing  and  property 
to  the  amount,  as  was  asserted,  of 
upwards  of  12,000/.  was  destroyed. 
The  building  destroyed  extended 
from  the  lower  end  of  Mosley- 
street  to  Back  George-street,  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Robert  Gardner, 
and  was  occupied  partly  by 
Messrs.  Adolphus  James  Saalfeld 
and  Co.,  and  Mr.  Robert  Gard- 
uer,  merchants.  It  was  in  the 
third  story  that  the  fire  com- 
menced, and  it  was  discovered  by 
some  persons  passing,  about  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  The 
hands  of  Messrs.  Saalfeld  aud 
Co.,  were  engaged  at  work  in  the 
lower  story  of  the  warehouse  at 
the  time,  ignorant  of  the  fire  that 
waa  raging  above  them,  and  on 


hearing  the  alarm  given,  ran 
into  the  street  to  learn  where  it 
was.  They  then  perceived,  that 
the  whole  of  the  third  story  was 
in  a  blaze.  '  No  less  than  seven 
engines  were  on  the  spot  in  a 
short  time.  Notwithstanding  their 
exertions  however,  the  fire  spread 
so  rapidly,  that  the  whole  of 
Messrs.  Saalfeld  and  Co.'s  ware- 
house, was  completely  gutted  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  from  the 
time  the  fire  commenced.  The 
flames  continued  to  burn  with 
great  fury  until  two  o'clock. 

16.  Execution  at  Durham.—- 
Jacob  Frederick  Ehlert,  convicted 
of  the  murder  of  captain  Berk- 
hoUz,  was  executed  at  Durham 
this  morning.  He  had  made  no 
further  admission  of  his  guilty  bat 
on  the  contrary,  steadilv,  unir 
formlv,  and  solemnly  declared, 
that  he  did  not  strike  the  blows 
which  caused  the  death  of  the 
unfortunate  captain  Berkholtz. 
He  said,  that  the  boy  Mueller 
struck  the  fatal  blpws..  On  the 
scaffold  his  appearance  was  per- 
fectly calm  and  free,  from;  the 
least  fear.  He  took  a  glance. at 
the  suspended  cord,  and  gently 
shook  his  head,  but  not  a  nerve 
appeared  to  move,  or  a  tear  to 
wet  his  eye. 

—  Conviction  of  M'Douall 
THE  Chartist  at  Chester. — Con- 
siderable interest  was  evinced  in 
the  trial  of  M'Douall,  the  princi- 
pal chartist  leader  of  Lancashire, 
who  was  charged  along  with  a 
tradesman  of  Hyde,  named  John 
■Bradley,  with  attending  an  un- 
lawful meeting,  using,  sedtttons 
language,  and  inciting  the  people 
to  arms,  &c.  M'Douall  was  about 
t\Venty-five  years  of  age,  of  gen- 
tlemanly and  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance. He  was  by  profession 
a  surgeon,  and  lived  at  Ramsbotr 
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torn 9  near  Bury.     In  support  of 
the  charge^  the  nrst  witness  called 
was  John    Gatley,    constable  of 
Hyde.     He  deposed  as  follows  :— 
On  the  22hd  of  April,  I' saw  a 
large  meeting  at  the  Pooi*  Man's 
Institution,   at   Hyde;   they  left 
Hyde   in   procession   about  half- 
past  six  in  the  evening,  attended 
with  flags  and  banners.     The  in« 
scriptions  on   the  banners,   were 
'*  Equal  laws  and  equal  rights ;  '* 
**  No    property  ,  qualifications  5  " 
"  Universal  Suffrage."     The  pro- 
cession   went    towards    Newton ; 
there  were  about  1,500  persons. 
About  nine  o'clock,  I  saw  a  pro- 
cession of  about  dfiOO  persons  re- 
turning to   the  Working  Man's 
Institution  ;  they  appeared  to  be 
escorting  M*Douall.     When  they 
got  to  the  institution,  some  went 
in,  and  some  remained  outside.    I 
saw  Bradley :  he  acted  as  chair- 
man,  and   introduced  M*Douall, 
who  then  came  forward.     When 
the  procession  marched,  they  gave 
a    groan     opposite    the     magis- 
trates' office.     I  heard  M'DoualFs 
speech.      He  said,  *'  They  are  a 
bloody   set  of  Whigs,  for  prose- 
cuting  Stephens ;    i   advise  you, 
men,    women,    and  children,    of 
Hyde,  to  arm  as  the  people  have 
been  doing  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.     1  have  been  to  different 
parts  of  the  country  to  enlighten 
the  people.  I  have  been  to  Sheer- 
uess  and  Chatham,  and  have  ad- 
vised the  people  to  arm  and  take 
|K)ssession  of  the  Tower,  with  its 
200,000  stend   of  arms,  if  they 
will   not  grant    us  the    people's 
charter  ;    fifty    determined    men 
could  arm  all  London.     There  is 
plenty  of  guns  in  gunsmiths*  shops^ 
and  they  mjght  get  thousands  of 
stands  of  arms  by  placing  their 
foot  against  the  door.  The  London 
chartists  would  be  ready  in  three 


•    •  • 

days'  notice  to  meet  the  people  of 
that  district."     On   this  I  heard 
the    people  call    out,    "  We  are 
ready,"  and  a  pistol  was  immedi- 
ately fired,  t  M'Douall  then  saidj 
**  The  judges   are  going   to   try 
Stephens,  but  Stephens  will  try 
them.   '  I  advise  the  people  not  to 
go  together  to  face  the  soldiers  in 
small  numbers,  for  if  they  do,,  the 
soldiers  will  fire  upon  them,  but 
to  go  in  large  bodies  and  then  the 
soldiers  will  not  fire.    The  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  five  out  of 
seven,  are  with  you,  and  the  sol- 
diers are  getting  up  petitions  in 
favour  of  the  charter.     I  under- 
stand colonel  Sibthorp  wants  to 
know  what   we  want    with    the 
pikes  ?     We   will  let  him   know 
what  we  want  with  them  if  they 
do    not    grant    us    the    charter. 
Thirty  stout-hearted  farmers*  sons, 
with  bill-hooks,  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  execution  inagood  cause  like 
ours.   One  stout  man,  with  a  bill- 
hook, would  do  as  much  execution 
as  a  scamping  fellow  in  a  red  jacket 
hired  for  lOd  a  day."     His  obser- 
vations were  received  with  shouts 
and  noise ;  it  was  such  a  meeting 
as  would  excite  terror.    They  dis- 
persed a  few  minutes  after  eleven. 
There  were  other  speakers  at  the 
meeting  besides  M'Douall. 

Gatley's  statement  was  fully 
corroborated  by  several  other  wit- 
nesses. One  of  them  described 
M'Douall  as  concluding  his  speech 
by  reminding  the  assembly  of  the 
th^ee  glorious  days  of  July,  and 
exclaiming,  *^To  your  tents,  O 
Israel." 

M*DoualI,  in  a  speech  of  con-^ 
siderable  talent,  addressed  the 
jury  in  his  defence,  denying  that 
the  meeting  in  question  was  an 
illegal  one.  There  was  no  violence 
used,  the  people  having  merely 
met  together  for  the  purpose  of 
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considering  the  expediency  of 
adopting  the  people's  charter* 
He  denounced  lord  John  Russell 
for  having  encouraged  the  char- 
tists in  their  career^  and  then 
deserted  them.  He  thought  it 
singular^  that  he  should  be  pro* 
Becuted  for  attending  a  little 
meeting  of  boys  and  girls  at  Hyde, 
when  he  had  spoken  more  freely 
at  the  Kersall  moor  meeting,  and 
thought  it  unfair  that  the  go- 
vernment should  overlook  a  meet, 
ing  at  which  members  of  parlia- 
ment spoke,  of  a  similar  character, 
and  pitch  upon  the  Hyde  assem- 
bly, and  select  himself  and  a  poor 
innocent  dogger  as  objects  of  ven<- 
geance.  If  the  meeting  was  ille- 
gal, he  could  not  see  the  difference 
between  it  and  the  one  attended 
by  the  attorney-general  in  Edin- 
burgh some  time  since,  which  was 
hy  torch-light,  on  which  occasion 
his  learned  prosecutor  was  carried 
down  the  High-9tr^et  of  that  city 
on  the  shoulders  of  two  porters, 
followed  by  a  riotous  mob,  ban- 
ners, and  music.  The  defend- 
ant then  entered  at  great  length 
into  the  defence  of  the  principles 
of  the  people's  charter,  and  with 
considerable  talent  dissected  the 
indictment,  which  he  ridiculed  as 
absurd,  and  denied  using  the  lan- 
guage attributed  to  him  by  the 
witnesses. 

Several  witnesses  were  called, 
who  gave  Bradley,  a  good  cha- 
racter for  quietness  and  peace- 
ableness. 

The  Attorney-general  in  reply, 
commented  upon  the  evidence, 
and  upon  the  address  of  M'Douali, 
contending  that  the  charge  had 
not  only  been  proved  by  the  wit- 
nesses called*  but  also  confirmed 
by  the  statements  which  M'Douall 
himself  had  that  day  made« 

The  jury  pronounced  both  the 


prisoners  GuiUy,  And  Mr.  baron 
Gurney  sentenced  M*Douall  to 
twelve  months'  imprisonment  in 
Chester  Castle,  and  Bradley  to 
eight  months ;  each  to  find  sure- 
ties for  five  years,  themselves  in 
500Z.,  and  two  sureties  in  100/. 
each. 

18,  Chabtists  at  Church.-— 
A  new  and  somewhat  unexpected 
method  of  agitation,  was  about 
this  time  adopted  by  the  chartists. 
They  betook  themselves  suddenly 
to  attendance  in  a  body  at  public 
worship-staking  early  possession 
on  the  Sundays  of  the  various  ca- 
thedrals and  parish  churches,  ta 
the  exclusion  of  the  more  regular 
attendants.  On  the  afternoon  of 
Sunday,  the  Uth,  a  party  of  them, 
about  500  in  number,  met  together 
in  West  Smithfieid,  and  walked  in 
procession  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral . 
On  arriving  there,  many  of  them 
refused  to  take  off  their  hats ;  but 
after  some  remonstrance  from  the 
Vergers,  they  submitted.  The 
minority  of  them  appeared  with  a 
little  piece  of  red  riband  in  their 
button-holes,  and  conducted  them- 
selves quite  peaceably.  On  the 
Sunday  following,  their  brethren 
of  Norwich  pursued  a  similar 
course  at  the  cathedral  of  that 
town,  which  was  crowded  almost 
to  suffocation.  The  bishop,  who 
preached,  took  the  opportunity  to 
deliver  an  impressive  remonstrance 
on  the  folly  and  danger  of  their 
proceedings.  The  dbartists  be- 
haved well  at  the  catheiral ;  but 
at  St.  Stephen's  Church,  in  the 
evening,  they  made  a  disturbance. 
The  chartists  at  Manciiester,  ou 
the  same  day,  following  the  advice 
of  Mr.  O'Connor,  attended  the  old 
church  in  great  numbers.  The 
authorities  having  been  previously 
advised  of  their  intention,  bad  the 
military  in  readiness  to  act  should 
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tlie    chartists   behave  disorderly,  upon  business :  they  were  walking 

But    they    conducted  themselves  by  themselves^  and  had  no  connex^f 

with  great  decorum.    It  is  said^  ion  whatever  with  any  other  per- 

that  previous  to  divine  service,  sons.    They  saw  some  policemen 

they  handed  the  clergyman  a  char<«  coming  after  themj    upon  which 

tist  text  to  preach  from,  that  the  they  became    terrified    ^nd    ran. 

former  selected  as  his  text,   ^'  My  One  of  the  policemen  threw  his 

bouse  is  the  house  of  prayer,  but  staff  after  Jones,  which  struck  hioi 

you  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves ;"  on  the  head  and  knocked  him  down, 

on  announcing  which  the  chartists  Befove  he  could  get  up,  the  party 

quitted  the  church.      The  same  of  policemen  came  up  to  him,  and 

tactics  were  followed  in  the  prinet*  while  he  was  on  the  ground  he  was 

pal  towns  all  over  the  country,  but  beaten  roost  severely*    He  cried 

either  from  the  success  of  them  out  to  them,  '  Lord  have  mercy  on 

being  not  very  apparent,  or  from  me!'  to  which  one  of  them  replied, 

the  distastefulness  of  the  method  '  Get  up  you  ^i-'-'*'^,  and  I  will  give 

employed,  the  practice  was  not  you  mercy.'     He  had  not  said  or 

followed  up  long— *nor  with  any  done  anything  to  cause  the  attack* 
great  regularity.  20.    Suitor  to  the  Qusen.-^t 

20.    Assault  by  a  Policbxan.  At  Bow  Street,  Edward  Hayward, , 

— A  London  Police  officer,  stai?  apparently  a  very  harmless  person, 

tioned  at  Birmingham,  was  fined  was  examined  on  a  charge  of  ohn 

40s.  by  the  magistrates  of  that  structing  the    Queen's   progress 

town  for  an  assault  on  an  unoffend*  during  her  Majesty's  ride  m  Hyde 

ing  person  in  the  neighbourhood  Park.     He  laid  hold  of  the  bridle 

of  Holloway   Head.    It  appeared  of  the  Queen's  horse,  and  endea- 

that  for  some  months  past,  the  char-  voured  to  present  a  petition  to  her 

tists  had  been  in  the  habit  on  Sun-  Majesty  ;  but  was  given  into  cus^* 

day  morning,  of  meeting  on  the  toiy  by  lord  Gardner,  in  atten- 

above  ground  for  the  purpose  of  dance  on  the  Queen.     It  appeared 

reading  the  newspapers.    On  Sun-  that  Hayward  had  written  several 

day  morning,  the  16th,  the  magis-  letters  to  colonel  Clithero,  strongly 

trates  directed  Mr.  May,  Superin-  expressing  a  desire  to  marry  the 

tendent  of  Police,  to  send  a  body  Queen.     He  was  a  native  of  St. 

of  his  men  to  take  possession  of  the  Helena,  and    had  been    sent  to 

ground,  and  prevent  any  meeting  England  when    young ;     he  bad 

taking  place.      They  accordingly  been  in  various  occupations;    had 

went,  to  the  number  of  between  been  coounitted  to  prison  several 

thirty  and  forty,  and    stationed  times  lor  threatening  persons  witk 

themselves  on  and  about  the  hill,  violence,  and  had  been  twice  iu  a 

An  inconsiderable  number  of  per**  lunatic  asylum, 
sons  having  collected  in    groups        24.     Assault   and   Robbery. 

about  the  ground,  the  police  began  Ibei«and.-^A   little    after    seven 

to  disperse  them,  and  in  doing  so  o'cloek  on  Sunday  evening,  an  erai* 

used    considerate   violence.      A  neat  manufacturer  of  p^rdbment 

respectable  working  man,  George  in   Dublin,  Mr.  Verschoyle,  was 

Jones,  stated,  that  he,  in  company  seturniBg  from  his  couniry-seat, 

with  a  man  named  Withers,  about  with  his  wife,  and  his  brother  in* 

ten   minutes  past  eleven  o'clodk,  law  and  wife,  along  the  banks  of 

was  going  through  Sftndy  Lane  ibo  grand  canal^  within  about  four 
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miles  from  town,  when  six  ruffians, 
armed   with   crowbars  and   huge 
bludgeons,    rushed    upon     them/ 
The  first  object  was  to  catch  hold 
of  the  horse's  head,  which  one  of' 
them  did^   while   the  others  fell 
u[K)n  Mr.  Verschoyle,  heedless  of 
the  piteous  screams  of  the  terrified 
ladies.  They  cut  his  head  in  a  most 
frightful   manner,  and  the  calves 
of  his  legs   were   nearly  severed' 
from  the    bones    by   deep-seated 
wounds.  Mr,  Verschoyle  at  length' 
leaped  into  the  canal  to  save  him-' 
self  from  the  fury  of  his  assailants; 
where  he  must  have  been  drowned 
but  for  the  arrival  of  one  or  two. 
men  who   came  up,  attracted  by 
the  females'  cries ;    but,  nothing 
daunted  at  their  presence,  the  vil- 
lains commenced  a  violent  attack 
upon   them.      At    this    moment, 
providential] y,  the  packet  fly- boat 
appeared  rising  in  the  lock  through 
which  it  was  passing.     The  deck . 
was    crowded    with    persons;    at 
seeing  whom,  the  murderers  fled. ' 
Mr.  Verschoyle  was  taken  out  of 
the  canal  half  dead.     His  brother- 
-in-law  seized  and  held  firmly  the 
fellow  who  first  caught  the  horse's 
head  ;  the  other  escaped. 

26.  The  Manchester  Char- 
ter.— At  Liverpool,  the  cause  of 
Rutter  V,  Chapman,  involving  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  Man- 
chester charter,  was  tried  before 
Baron  Maule.  Chapman,  thedefend- 
ant,  was  coroner  of  the  municipal 
borough  of  Manchester ;  and  the 
question  directly  before  the  court 
was,  whether  he  was  entitled  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  coroner. 
The  attorney-general  was  leading 
counsel  for  the  defendant^  and  Mr. 
Cresswell  for  the  plaintifiT.  The 
judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the 
defiendant,  on  the  ground  that  the 
privy  council  could  grant  the  char- 
ter on  the  petition  which  had  been 


presented  from  Manchester ;  but 
allowed  Mr.  Cresswell  to  tender  a 
bill  of  exceptions,  on  which  the 
case  would  be  argued  in  the  court 
above. 

27.  Infanticide. — An  inquest 
was  held  at  the  Checkers  tavern, 
Duke- street,  St.  James's-square, 
on  the  body  of  a  fine  new-born 
male  infant,  the  illegitimate  off- 
spring of  a  young  woman  named- 
Jane  Wales,  which  was  destroyed 
by  the  unnatural  mother,  under 
circumstances  detailed  in  the  fol- 
lowing evidence  :— 

Mr.  Joseph  Toynbee,  surgeon, 
of  No.  11^  Argyle-place,  Regent- 
street,  was  first  examined  and  de- 
posed, that  he  had  made  a  post 
morlem  examination  of  the  body 
of  the  child.  It  appeared  to  have 
arrived  at  its  full  time,  and  was  a 
well-formed  child.  There  was  a- 
wound  in  the  throat,  and  a  consi- 
derable dark  swelling  on  the  left 
side  of  the  neck.  Witness  here 
stated  the  appearances  which  left 
little  doubt  that  the  child  had  been 
born  alive,  and  probably  lived  an 
hour  or  two. 

Elizabeth  Pattridge,  a  girl,  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  said^  that  she  was 
servant  to  Mr.  Ponder,  draper  and 
tailor,  of  No.  37,  Dukcstreet,  St 
James's.  Jane  Wales,  the  mother 
of  the  child,  was  cook  in  her  mas- 
ter's service,  and  came  about  a 
fortnight  before.  Wales  was  about 
eighteen  years  old,  and  passed  as 
a  single  woman,  but  witness  sus- 
pected that  she  was  in  the  family 
way,  and  accused  her  of  it,  but 
she  denied  that  such  was  the  fact.'. 
On  the  night  of  the  23d,  Wales 
complained  to  witness,  who  slept 
with  her,  that  she  was  indisposed/ 
About  ^YQ  o'clock,  next  morning,, 
witness  got  up,  when  Wales  ap-' 
peared  unwell,  and  requested  her 
(witQes9)  to  get  her  a  cup  of  tea. 
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At  six  o'clock^  witness  took  up 
some  tea,  when  she  found  the  bed- 
room door  fastened  inside.  Wales 
told  her  to  put  down  the  tea  out- 
side the  door.  Witness  informed 
her  mistress  that  Wales  was  ill, 
and  Mrs.  Ponder  went  up  to  her. 

Mrs.  Ponder  stated,  that  when 
she  was  called  by  Elizabeth  Pat- 
tridge^  the  mother  of  the  child 
said  that  she  had  only  miscarried. 
From  appearance  in  the  room, 
however,  witness  suspected  that  a 
child  had  been  born^  and  sent  for 
Dr.  Gully,  of  Sackvi lie-street. 
Before  that  gentleman's  arrival , 
Wales  acknowledged  that  she  had 
given  birth  to  a  child,  which  she 
had  placed  in  her  trunk.  Witness 
found  in  the  room  a  pair  of  scissors, 
on  which  was  some  blood.  Wit- 
ness did  not  think  the  young 
woman  provided  any  baby  linen 
for  her  unfortunate  offspring. 

Dr.  Gully  coincided  in  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Toynbee,  that  the  child 
had  lived,  and  that  its  death 
was  caused  by  the  wound  in  the 
throat.  On  being  called  in  by 
Mrs.  Ponder  he  examined  Jane 
Wales,  and  found  that  she  had 
recently  been  delivered  of  a  child. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
*'  wilful  murder "  against  Jane 
Wales. 

28.  Tournament  at  Eglin- 
TouN  Castle. — A  magnificent  fes- 
tivity, in  imitation  of  the  ancient 
tournaments,  which  had  been  for 
two  years  in  preparation,  at  the 
expense  of  the  young  earl  of  Eglin. 
toun,  commenced  on  this  day  at  his 
lordship's  seat,  Eglintoun  Castle, 
near  the  coast  of  Ayrshire.  The 
place  chosen  for  the  lists  lies  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  east  of 


the  castle,  surrounded  by  very 
beautiful  scenery.  The  arena  was 
about  four  square  acres,  around 
which  was  erected  a  fence,  engros- 
sing 12,000  square  feet  of  board- 
ing. The  barrier  in  the  centre  of 
the  ground,  along  which  the  joust- 
ing took  place,  measured  300  feet. 
Two  galleries  were  erected,  one  to 
accommodate  1000  and  the  other 
2000  persons  ,*  in  the  former  were 
placed  the  private  friends  of  the 
earl  and  the  knights ;  in  the  latter, 
those  strangers  who  had  obtain- 
ed tickets  (granted  gratuitously) 
from  Messrs.  Pratt  of  Bond-street. 
Nearer  the  castle  were  erected  two 
temporary  saloons,  each  250  feet 
long,  for  the  banquet  and  the  ball. 
Each  of  the  knights  had  his  own 
marquee,  or,  in  more  appropriate 
language,  pavilion,  for  himself  and 
attendants*  The  decorations  of 
the  lists  were  costly  and  magnifi- 
cent, and  some  of  the  splendid 
erections  provided  for  her  majes- 
ty's coronation  were  again  brought 
into  use.  At  the  request  of  lord 
Eglintoun,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  visitors  came  attired  in  ancient 
costume. 

The  morning  was  unfortunately 
very  wet,  and  the  feudal  appear- 
ance of  the  display  was  sadly  mar- 
red by  thousands  of  umbrellas.  In 
consequence  of  the  rain,  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  ceremonial  was 
omitted  ;  and  the  queen  of  beauty 
and  her  ladies,  instead  of  mount- 
ing their  palfreys,  were  confined 
within  their  carriages. 

It  was  two  o'clock,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  shower, 
when  the  procession  started  from 
the  castle. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  tlie  knights  and  esquires;  the  marquess  of 
Londonderry^  being  <'  king  of  the  tournament/'  and  lady  Seymour, 
'*  queen  of  lore  and  beauty."  The  armour  and  costumes^  were  of  the 
most  splendid  description. 

KNIGHTS.  BSQUIRES. 

Earl  of  £gi  in  toun  Lord  A.  Seymour,  Mr.  Grants  Mr.  O.  Dundai. 

Marquess  of  Waterford  •  Sir C.  Kent,  Mr.  F.  Carendish*  Mr.  L.  Ricardo. 

Pag-e5— -Lord  John  Beresford,  Mr.  M.White. 

Earl  Craven Hon.  F.  Craven,  Hon.  J,  Maodonald. 

Earl  of  Cassilis    

Viscount  Alford  Hon.  Mr.  Cust,  Mr.  T.  O.  Gascoigne. 

Viscount  Glenlyon Sir  David  Dundas,  Mr.  J.  Balfour. 

Hon.  Capt.  Gage Mr.  A.  Murray,  Mr.  R.  Ferguson. 

Hon.  Mr.  Jerningham...  Capt.  Stevenson,  Mr.  G.  Campbell. 

Captain  Fairlie Capt.  Purves,  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Capt.  Pettat, 

Mr.  Cox. 

Sir  Fred.  Johnstone    •••  Viscount  Drumlanrig,  Hon.  A  Villiers. 
Sir  Francis  Hopkins  ••• 

Captain  Beresford  Viscount  Maidstone,  Mr.  Lumley. 

Mr.  Charles  Lamb Mr.  R.  Crauford,  Mr.  J.  Gordon. 

Mr.  C.  Boothby 

Mr.  Lechemere  •••»  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  J.  Horlock,  Mr.  J.  Fane. 

The  grand  stand  was  filled  with  have  been  a  grand  banquet  and  ball 

ladies   splendidly  attired  in   the  in  the  evening,  and  for  these  the 

costumes  of   the  fourteenth  and  most  extensive  and  costly  prepara« 

fifteenth  centuries.  tion  had  been  made,  but  to  the 

At  this  great  centre  of  attrac  dismay  of  all  the  parties  invited^ 

tion,  the  knights^  on  entering  the  and  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the 

lists,  hastened  to  pay  their  devoirs,  noble  host>  the  news  reached  the 

and  then  repaired  each  to  the  tent  lists  that  the  banqueting-hall  and 

erected  for  his  reception.  the  ball  room,  constructed  of  enor- 

Several  courses  of  jousting  were  mous  tents,  were  both  unfit  for  use 

run,  the  earl  of  Eglintnun,  in  a  and  in  a  flood  of  water  in  oonse- 

spleudid  suit  of  brass  armour,  en-  quence  of  the  incessant  rain  having 

countered  the  marquess  of  Water-  penetrated  the  roofs  and  sides, 
ford,  and  broke  two  spears  in  the        On  the  second  day,  the  weather 

conflict.     The  noble  earl  was  de-  coi>tinued    so    unfavouraUe    that 

clared  the  best  knight  of  the  day,  nothing  could  be  done ;  but  as  it 

and   rewarded   by  the    queen  of  cleared  up  towards  the  afliernoon, 

beauty  with  the  crown  of  victory,  the  renewal  of  the  touroanent  was 

amid«t  the  shouts  of  the    spec-  fixed  for  the  morrow,  and  in  the 

tators.     Other  knights  exhibited  meantime  the    assembled    multi« 

their  prowess  in  similar  feats,  but  tudes  made  merry  as  they  might. 

the  sports  were  abridged  in  con-  In  the  ball-room  a  series  of  miadc 

sequence  of  the  weather,  and  con-  tilts  on  foot^  took  plaee  betweta 

eluded  with  a  broad-sword  com-  prince  Louis  Napoleon  and   Mr. 

bat  between  Mr.  Mackay,  an  actoo  Lamb,  who  were  both  in  armour, 
and  a  soldier.  On  Friday  the  30th  the  proces- 

Itwasintended  that  there  should  tion  aud  the  joustioga  were  re« 


AUG.] 


CHRONtCLE. 


165 


pealed^  UDder  more  favourable  cir- 
cumstanoes.  They  concluded  with 
a  tournay^  or  barriers,  at  which 
eight  knights  were  engaged,  armed 
with  swords,  the  blows  being  lU 
mited  to  two  in  passing,  and  ten 
at  the  encounter;  the  only  breakers 
of  which  law  were  the  marquess  of 
Waterford  and  lord  Alford,  who 
appeared  to  be  plying  their  wea- 
pons in  good  earnest,  when  they 
were  separated  by  the  knight  mar- 
shal. Shortly  before  nine  a  banquet 
was  given  to  300  persons  in  the 
temporary  saloon  (which  the  rain 
had  previously  rendered  useless,) 
followed  by  a  ball,  at  which  1000 
were  present  On  the  Saturday 
the  weather  was  so  stormy  that  all 
further  sports  were  given  up. 

The  numbers  on  the  ground 
were  variously  estimated  at  from 
80,000  to  200,000  persons ;  some 
thousands  of  whom  travelled  from 
distances  of  400  miles  and  up- 
wards. There  were  visiters  present 
indeed  from  every  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom^  besiaes  numerous 
foreigners.  The  sums  circulated 
by  those  who  came  to  see  this 
splendid  carnival  must  have  been 
very  great.  On  the  Ardrossau 
railway  the  fares  were  trebled; 
and  on  Tuesday  evening  and  Wed- 
nesday morning,  gigs  and  other 
vehicles  in  Glasgow  were  not  to 
be  had  under  from  two  to  three 
times  their  average  cost. 

The  most  extensive  and  hospi- 
table arrangements  had  been  made 
by  lord  Eghntoun  for  the  due  en- 
tertainment of  his  guests  of  all 
ranks,  and  it  was  calculated  that 
these  festivities  muit  have  cost  th« 
noble  and  munificent  host  not  less 
than  40,000/. 

29.  Rioting  and  Unlawful 
Drilling. — At  the  Liverpoool 
assizes  twenty-five  prisoners,  con- 
victed of  rioting  at  Bolton  on  the 


13th  of  this  month»  and  eleven 
others  convicted  of  unlawful  drill- 
ing, were  sentenced  to  terms  of 
imprisonment  varying  from  a  year 
to  three  or  four  months* 

30.  Entbbtainmbmt  at  Do- 
VBR. — A  grand  dinner  was  given 
by  the  Cinque  Ports,  in  honour  of 
their  lord  warden,  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  in  a  parilion  erected 
fmr  the  occasion  at  Dover,  on  the 
Priory  meadow,  directly  opposite 
the  large  hall  of  the  MauxNi  Dieu. 
This  structure  was  composed  en- 
tirely of  wood,  in  shape  nearly 
square,  and  the  flooring  of  the  side 
portions  was  made  to  rise  gnu 
dually,  so  as  to  enable  the  gentle* 
men  dininff  there  to  have  an  un- 
interrupted view.  A  long  gallery, 
occupying  the  whole  of  one  side, 
opposite  the  chairman,  was  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  ladies.  The 
decorations  of  the  ball  were  exceed- 
ingly gay.  Every  part,  with  the 
exception  of  the  roof,  was  covered 
with  pink  and  white  striped  dra-< 
pery,  and  the  walls,  at  regular 
distances,  were  ornamented  by  a 
variety  of  escutcheons,  paintings, 
and  tapestry.  The  ceiling  was 
divided  into  three  distinct  com- 
partments, supported  by  rows  of 
pillars.  In  front  of  the  two  first 
rows,  suits  of  armour  were  placed, 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  hall  floated  a 
profusion  of  flags.  The  erection  of 
this  pavilion  cost  nearly  1 ,200^  It 
stooo,  including  itscovered  waysand 
entrance  lobbies,  upon  20,420  feet 
of  ground ;  the  area  alone  occupied 
for  the  purposes  of  the  dinner  being 
120  bv  130  feet.  There  was  con- 
sumed  in  its  erection  400  loads,  or 
20,000  cubic  feet  of  timber,  and  it 
took  100  men  sixty  days  in  build- 
ing. The  arrival  of  the  duke  was 
announced  by  a  salute  of  twelve 
guns  from  the  heights.  He  ap- 
peared  in   buoyant   health   and 
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spirits^  was  dressed  io  the  habili- 
ments of  lord  warden^  and  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Walker,  mayor  of 
Romney  and  speaker  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  who  officiated  as  chairman 
of  the  meeting.  On  the  right  side 
of  the  chair  sat  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, the  marquis  of  Bute,  lords 
Loftus,  Fitzroy  Somerset,  Strang, 
ford.  Sondes,  Forester,  and  Lynd- 
hurst,  sir  F.  Pollock,  sir  F.  feur- 
dett,  &c.  &c.  On  the  left,  lords 
Cardigan,  Brecknock,  Canterbury, 
Marsham,  Maryborough,  Wharn- 
cliffe,  and  Brougham,  the  High- 
sheriff,  &c.  The  number  of  diners 
was  about  1500.  The  duke's  health 
was  proposed  in  a  very  eloquent 
speech  by  lord  Brougham ;  and  the 
fete  passed  off  with  the  greatest 
eclat. 

—  Suicide  in  Gloucester- 
SU1RE.-A  young  gentleman,  named 
William  Henry  Legge,  about  20 
years  of  age,  residing  about  five 
miles  and  a-half  from  Gloucester, 
and  son  of  the  late  general  Legge, 
committed  suicide  byshooting  him- 
self through  the  head  with  a  pistol. 
He  had  formed  an  attachment  to  a 
young  woman  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, Miss  Eliza  Sterry,  which,  it 
is  said,  did  not  receive  the  appro- 
bation of  his  mother.  On  the 
night  in  question  he  came  home 
about  a  quarter  past  ten  o'clock, 
in  company  with  the  young  woman 
to  whom  he  was  paying  his 
addresses.  Having  left  her  out- 
side the  house,  he  went  into  the 
parlour  to  his  mother,  and  after  a 
minute  s  conversation  with  her,  he 
ran  upstairs,  seized  a  pistol,  and 
rushed  out  of  the  house  towards 
the  young  woman.  He  then  knelt 
down,  put  the  pistol  to  his  mouth, 
discharged  it,  and  fell  a  corpse  at 
her  feet.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  that  the  deceased  destroyed 
bimself,  being  at  the  time  ia  9 


state  of  temporary  derangement. 
Miss  Sterry,  as  may  be  readily 
imagined,  received  a  terrible  shock 
from  the  transaction,  and,  as  well 
as  the  mother  of  the  deceased,  was 
not  considered  in  a  fit  state  to  be 
examined  on  the  inquest. 

31.  Commission  of  Lunacy.— 
An  investigation  took  place  at  the 
Sheriff's  Court,  Red-iion^uare, 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  mind  of 
Mr.  Richard  Estcourt  Cresswell, 
of  Pinckney .  Park,  in  Wiltshire. 
This  gentleman  had  been  arrested 
for  debt  in  France,  and  imprisoned; 
but.  in  consequence  of  his  alleged 
insanity,  was  removed  from  Bou- 
logne to  a  lunatic  asylum  at  St. 
Vemant.  The  French'  authorities 
would  not  give  him  up,  and  there- 
fore the  inquiry  took  place  in  his 
absence.  Eviclence  of  insanity  was 
given  by  several  witnesses.  Dr. 
Sutherland  detailed  the  particulars 
of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Cress«> 
well  in  the  French  asylum  : — 

''I  was  introduced  to  him  as 
Dr.  Sutherland ;  and  he  expressed 
himself  happy  to  see  me,  and  said 
I  was  the  very  person  he  wanted. 
He  appeared  to  recognise  me ;  and 
mentioned  as  his  reason,  that  I 
had  given  him  assistance  when  his 
persecutors  had  smashed  his  skull 
with  a  mallet  in  the  Cloisters^  in 
Dean's-yard,  Westminster,  i-lliat 
led  to  a  conversation  about  Dean's- 
yard,  and  I  found  Mr.  Cresswell 
and  myself  had  been  at  school 
together  -^  and  J  also  recollected 
having  seen  Mr.  Cresswell  in  1821, 
when  he  applied  to  me  about  a 
commission  of  lunacy  against  his 
father.  He  spoke  tolerably  well 
a)K)ut  the  education  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  but  he  mixed  up  with  all 
his  conversation  a  system  of  per; 
secution,  chiefly  connected  with  his 
being  constantly  shot  at.     He  said 

he  was  wounded  10  yarioiii  partss 
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of  the  body ',  and  he  took  off  one 
of  his  stocking?  to  show  me  that 
he  had  a  wound  in  his  right  leg. 
I  examined  his  leg,  and  found  that 
it  was  perfectly  sound,  and  argued 
and  attempted  to  convince  him  that 
he   was  under  a  delusion ;  upon 
which  he  said  that  I  might  think 
so,  but  blood  oozed  out  of  his  leg, 
and    he  felt  that  the   balls  were 
trickling  down  him,  and  working 
their  way   out.     He  also   talked 
about  a  conspiracy  that   existed 
against  him,  headed  byaMr.Best; 
and  he  said  that  his  enemies  some- 
times shot  at  him  from  above  and 
below  and  down  the  chimnies^  and 
that  system  was  carried  on  day  and 
night  during  the  whole   time,  he 
had  been  at  St.  Vernant,  which 
was  from  1832.     I  could  make  no 
impression   on   him    as  to    those 
delusions  5  and  1  said  if  he  was 
anxious  to  have  his  case  inquired 
into,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  his  ideas  put  down  in  writing: 
and  I  requested  Mr.  Bloxam,  Mr. 
Cresswell  s  solicitor,  to  take  a  pen 
and  receive  his  instiuctions.     Mr. 
Bloxam  accordingly  took  up  apen^ 
and  wrote  on  the  paper  I  now  pro- 
duce^  as  near  as  possible  to  Mr. 
Cresswell's  dictation  : — '  I  am  shot 
day  and  night.     Mr.  Best  shoots 
me  with  a  pistol.     I  am  attacked 
in  the  morning.     I  have  eight  or 
nine  shots  in  me.     I  am  a  general, 
and   have   fought    in    Hyde-park 
with  the  Russians.    I  was  knocked 
into  the  Serpentine  whilst  making 
a  charge.     I   have   been  to  Cam- 
bridge,   Oxford,    Deptford,     and 
Uxbridge ;  and  at  the  last  place  a 
surgeon    performed  an   operation 
upon  me.     My  title  is  the  earl  of 
Hungerford.      My  medal  I  wear 
round  my  neck  was  given  to  me  by 
George  the  Second.  1  have  a  bullet 
lodged  in  my  stomach  ;  and  I  have 
had  large  property  left  me  by  the 


earl  of  Darlington.*  He  then  signed 
the  paper  under  different  titles — 
namely,  as  lord  Hungerford,  earl 
Newark,  Wolverhampton,  Dept- 
ford,  Hastings." 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict, 
dating  Mr.  Cresswell's  insanity 
from  the  1st  of  August,  1830. 

—  Death  by  Drowning. — By 
the  upsetting  of  a  boat  off  Heme 
Bay,  two  young  ladies,  Miss  Wade 
and  Miss  Fielder,  and  a  Mr.  Binks 
were  drowned.  They  were  on  their 
way  from  the  Reculvers  with  a 
brother  of  Miss  Wade,  and  Pressly, 
a  boatman,  when  the  fore-sheet 
broke  adrift,  and  the  boat  was 
upset  on  her  larboard  side.  A 
Heme  bay  boatman  came  to  their 
rescue,  and  all  were  taken  out  of 
the  water ;  but  only  young  Wade 
and  Pressly  survived. 


SEPTEMBER. 

1.  Accident  on  the  Severn. 
—A  fatal  accident  occurred  at 
that  part  of  the  above  -  named 
river,  called  the  Aust  passage, 
when  eleven  persons  lost  their 
lives,  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat. 

It  appears,  that  the  steam- 
boat, which  crosses  the  passage 
does  not  usually  ply  on  Sunday  ; 
consequently,  the  parties  who 
wished  to  cross  on  this  day,  were 
obliged  to  avail  themselves  of  a 
small  boat  called  the  mail-boat, 
and  of  a  passage  boat  for  carriages, 
&c.,  called  the  Little  Western. 
The  day  having  been  throughout 
exceedingly  boisterous,  the  wind 
blowing  a  complete  gale,  produced 
a  very  heavy  sea  on  the  Severn ; 
•  which,  together  with  the  tide 
which  there  runs  with  extreme 
rapidity,  made  it  very  dangerous 
for  boats  to  pass  across.  At 
about  five  minutes  after  three  in 
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the  afternoon,  the  mail-boat  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Monmouthshire 
side ;  and  was  followed  in  about 
ten  minutes  by  the  Little  Western, 
having  on  board  six  passengers, 
five  horses,  and  two  carriages,  be- 
sides her  crew,  consisting  of  the 
captain  and. four  men;  the  sea 
was  nt  that  time  running  high, 
and  tlie  wind  almost  a  complete 
hurricane.  The  vessel,  however, 
although  labouring  much,  con- 
tinued to  progress  towards  the 
destined  shore  ;  until  when  about 
half  way  across,  a  sudden  gust  of 
wind  called  a  land  squall,  took  her, 
carried  her  on  her  side ;  and  the 
horses,  as  it  is  supposed,  shifting, 
she  was  capsized,  nnd,  in  a  few 
moments,  she  filled  with  water, 
and  went  down,  every  soul  on 
board  perishing  with  her. 

The  mail  -  boat,  which  had 
reached  the  beach  on  the  English 
side,  immediately  put  off  again, 
in  the  imminent  risk  of  being 
swamped,  to  save  some  of  the 
little  boat's  passengers ;  but  none 
were  rescued.  The  persons 
drowned,  were  Mr.  Crawshay 
junior,  one  of  the  large  ironmas- 
ters of  Merthyr ;  Mr.  Andrew 
Bland,  brother  of  Mr.  Bland,  the 
coach  proprietor  of  Bristol  ;  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Redruth,  Monmouth- 
shire ;  Mr.  Jones,  of  Woolles 
Norton,  Monmouthshire  ;  a  Mr. 
.Jenkins,  and  Robert  Harmer, 
servant  to  Captain  Jenkins,  R.N., 
who  was  proceeding  with  his 
master's  carriage  to  Bristol,  to 
meet  him  ;  caf)tain  Whitchurch, 
the  master  of  the  boat;  William 
Whitchurch,  his  son,  about  seven- 
teen  years  of  age;  and  thiee  men 
of  the  crew,  some  of  whom  have 
left  wives  and  families. 

Inquests  were  held  on  the  next 
night,  before  Mr.  Ellis,  coroner 
for  the  county,  upon  sucli  of  the 


bodies  as  had  been  found.  Afiter 
a  full  inquiry,  which  completely 
exonerated  the  proprietors  of  the 
ferry  from  any  blame,  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  each  case  of 
**  Accidental  death." 

1  and  2.  Railway  Accident. 
-^On  Sunday  night,  a  young 
woman  went  over  to  the  Croydon 
railroad  to  see  off  some  friends  who 
were  going  to  Croydon.  After 
having  seen  the  train  start,  she 
preceded  to  walk  along  the  rail- 
road herself;  but  had  not  gone 
many  yards  when  the  train  from 
Croydon  came  along,  and  one  of 
the  carriages  struck  her  on  the 
forehead,  and  literally  cut  away 
the  whole  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
head.  She  was  found  rolled  up 
like  a  ball.  An  occurrence  which 
proved  similarly  fatal  occurred  on 
the  Jjondon  and  Birmingham 
railway  at  an  early  hour  on  Mon- 
day morning,  the  2nd  ioatant 
On  Sunday  night*  the  mail  train 
for  London  left  Birmingham  at  its 
usual  time,  and  proceeded  with 
safety,  until  near  the  station  at 
Wolverton,  when  a  sudden  outcry 
was  raised  that  some  one  had  been 
run  over.  The  engineer  immedi' 
ately  stopped  the  engine,  and  the 
guards  and  others  ran  back,  when 
one  of  the  stokers  was  found  lyinff 
across  the  rails  literally  beheaded. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  unfortu- 
nate man,  while  on  the  look  out 
must  have  slipped  off  the  tender, 
and  the  wheels  of  the  train  passed 
over  his  neck.  It  was  said  that 
the  above  was  the  third  accident 
on  the  London  and  Birmingham 
railway  within  eight  days.  A 
man  at  the  commencement  of  the 
week,  had  his  foot  torn  off  by  a 
train ;  and  on  the  Friday*  at 
the  Wolverton  station,  inspector 
Watts  was  crushed  in  a  most 
dreadful  manner^  death  termioat* 
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ing  his  sufierings  almost  immedi- 
ately. 

3*  Aurora  Borealis.  —  An 
aurora  borealis  was  seen  in  London 
from  ten  o'clock  this  night  till;about 
three  the  nextmorning.  Theatmos- 
phere  at  the  time  being  remarkably 
c'lear^  the  appearance  of  the  hori« 
£on  was  brilliant  in  the  extreme^ 
and  the  reflection  on  the  Thames 
attracted  the  attention  of  the 
numerous  passengers  on  the  dif- 
ferent bridges.  The  same  pheno- 
menon was  frequently  visible  in 
the  autumn  of  1838,  tliough  some- 
what later  in  the  year.  It  is 
commonly  looked  .upon  as  the  pre- 
cursor of  a  severe  winter.  In 
Dublin^  also>  the  northern  lights 
were  observed. 

—  Accident  at  Sea.  —  The 
Royal  Adelaide  steam-packet, 
bound  to  Dublin  from  London, 
came  into  Portsmouth  having  on 
board  the  crew  of  the  schooner, 
Gil  Bias,  which  vessel  she  unfor. 
tunately  ran  down  off  Dover  on 
the  Sunday  night  previous.  She 
struck  the  schooner  amidships. 
The  crew,  consisting  of  nine  men 
and  a  black  boy,  were  all  saved, 
with  the  exception  of  the  boy. 
The  captain  was  landed  at  Cowes. 
The  Gil  Bias  was  from  the  Afri- 
can coast,  with  a  valuable  cargo. 
She  was  found  dismasted,  by 
some  Ostend  pilots,  and  taken 
into  Ostend. 

4.  Concealment  op  a  Stolen 
Watch.  —  An  extraordinary  case 
was  heard  at  the  Dublin  police- 
office.  A  young  gentleman,  named 
Rath  bane,  charged  Ann  Lynch 
with  having  stolen  his  watch. 
Complainant  said  he  was  passing 
through  Marlborough -streets  when 
he  was  followed  by  the  prisoner, 
who  snatched  the  watch  out  of 
his  waistcoat  pocket.  He  seized 
her  on  tlie  spot^  and  had  her  given 


up  to  a  policeman  who  was  pass* 
ing«  She  was  brought  to  the 
station-house,  and  although  the 
most  rigorous  search  was  made  by 
a  female,  who  was  there  for  the 
purjKffie,  it  could  not  be  found, 
and  all  hopes  of  recovering  it  were 
given  up,  complainant  having 
concluded  that  the  prisoner  had 
dropped  the  watch  in  the  street. 
In  the  course  of  the  night,  how- 
ever, she  became  ill  in  the  station- 
house,  and,  without  the  aid  of  an 
emetic,  the  watch  was  forthcom- 
ing, although  she  acknowledged 
that  she  had  completely  swallowed 
it  when  she  took  it  from  the  gen- 
tleman's pocket.  What  made  the 
case  more  extraordinary  was,  that 
there  were  six  or  eight  inches  of 
black  riband  attached  to  it.  It 
was  a  thin  fashionable  gold  watch, 
but  not  at  all  a  small  one.  The 
magistrates  wished  to  commit  the 
prisoner  for  trial,  but  the  com- 
plainant said  he  would  not  prose- 
cute her,  as  he  was  sure,  she  had 
already  suffered  sufficiently.  The 
magistrates  said  the  complainant 
could  not  get  his  watch  unless  he 
prosecuted. 

5.  Sunday  Fishing. — In  the 
course  of  the  week  summonses 
had  been  issued  by  the  lord  mayor 
against  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ang- 
ling in  the  Thames  on  Sunday. 
Some  poor  fishermen,  who  were 
punished  for  using  illegal  nets,  com- 
plained that  gentlemen  broke  the 
law  by  fishing  on  Sundays  with  im- 
punity ;  and  the  lord  mayor  said 
he  would  execute  the  law  against 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor.  In  con- 
sequence several  anglers  appeared 
before  his  lordship,  but  on  promis- 
ing not  to  repeat  their  offences, 
were  let  off  without  a  penalty. 

6.  Suicide.  —  A  coroner's  in- 
4|ue8t  was  held  at   the  Harrow 
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publia-house,  Kensworth  -  green, 
Herts,  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Briden,  an  opulent  farmer,  resid- 
ing at  Thrale*s-end  form,  who 
was  discovered  lianging,  and 
quite  dead,  in  one  of  his  barns  two 
days  before.  It  appeared  that  the 
deceased  had  been  engaged  with 
his  man  in  carting  some  wheat  at 
the  commencement  of  the  week, 
and  that  while  his  teams  were  so 
occupied,  one  of  them  came  in 
contact  with  a  cart  belonging  to  a 
farmer  named  Pepperman,  resid- 
ing in  the  same  neighbourhood, 
and  the  deceased's  cart  was  over- 
turned. Upon  this  a  violent 
quarrel  took  place,  between  the 
aeceased  and  Pepperman,  and  the 
former  seized  a  pitchfork  and  beat 
Pepperman  severely,  and  felled 
him  to  the  ground,  and  he  was 
taken  away  insensible.  The  next 
day  the  deceased,  having  received 
information  that  Pepperman  was 
in  a  dangerous  state,  sent  to  him 
to  request  his  forgiveness,  but  the 
latter  replied,  that  if  the  halter 
was  Briden's  doom  he  should  have 
it,  and  that  he  would  not  have 
any  reconciliation  with  him.  Af- 
ter this  message  the  deceased  ap- 
peared dreadfully  alarmed,  and  he 
was  heard  by  his  servants  to  say, 
several  times,  that  he  must 
either  fly  the  country  or  destroy 
himself.  Evidence  was  adduced 
to  show  that  the  deceased  was  of  a 
weak  and  imbecile  mind ;  and  the 
jury,  after  a  full  inquiry,  returned 
a  verdict,  **  That  the  deceased 
destroyed  himself  in  a  temporary 
fit  of  insanity.*'  The  deceased 
was  a  man  of  large  property  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Pepper- 
man afterwards  quite  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  injuries  in- 
flicted upon  him  by  the  deceased. 
•  7.  "  Revivals"  in  Scotland. 
—The  readers  of  American  travels 


are  probably  familiar  witli  th« 
method  of  religious  excitement 
called  Revivals,  which  are  not  un- 
frequently  practised  by  the  more 
enthusiastic  teachers  in  that  coun- 
try. Experiments  of  a  like  ques- 
tionable nature  have  been  lately 
ventured  on  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  island.  .  We  extract  from  a 
minute  detail,  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  presbytery  of  Glasgow,-  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Burns,  pastor  of  the 
parish  of  Kilsyth,  the  following 
account  of  the  awakened  religious 
feeling  which  had  there  displayed 
itself.  Since  the  induction  of  the 
rev.  gentleman^  about  eighteen 
years  ago,  the  parish  had  been 
gradually  assuming  the  habits  of 
morality  and  christian  observance. 
Prayer  meetings  were  established, 
and  many  persons  who  had  before 
led  disorderly  and  unbelievine  lives 
were  converted  to  the  truth. 
'  In  July,  it  was  announced  that 
the  son  of  the  rev.  gentleman,  who 
was  about  to  proc^  on  a  foreign 
mission,  would  preach  to  the  people 
of  Kilsyth,  probably  for  the  last 
time,  and  the  church  was  on  that 
occasion  crowded  to  overflowing, 
and  the  audience  embraced  many 
persons  who  had  never  been  seen 
in  church  before.  The  sermou  was 
from  the  text,  '^  Thy  people  shall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power*.*' 
There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the 
first  half  hour,  though  there  was  a 
tendency  and  a  praiispositioh  to 
the  burst  of  emotion  which  took 
place  at  the  close.  When  the 
preacher  was  depicting  a  scene 
which  had  taken  place  in  the 
parish  of  Shotts,  and  making  aflfec- 
tionate  and  earnest  addresses  to 
the  people,  many  of  them  had 
been  known  to  him  from  boyhood, 
and  some  of  whom  were  neglectful  of 
ordinances — when  he  was  referring 
to  this  topic^  he  spokQ  of  the  text 
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and  the  sermonofMr.LiviogstoDe^ 
vphich  conrerted  in  one  day  500 
souls ;  and  he  went  on  to  ask  if 
he  was  to  leare  them  in  their  sins, 
using  the  words,  ''  If  there  was  no 
cross,  there  would  be  no  crown." 
When  he  came  to  this  point,  the 
audience  went  beyond  all  bounds 
with  their  emotion;  some  cried 
out,  and  others  swooned  away. 
With  regard  to  three  or  four  of 
these,  as  was  learned  afterwards* 
the  emotion  was  just  the  effect  of 
powerful  impressions  made  upon 
their  feelings.  The  preacher's 
voice  was  drowned  by  the  feelings 
of  his  auditory,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  pause.  After  this,  meet- 
ings were  held  every  night,  and 
the  people  seemed  anxious  to  learn 
more  and  more  about  the  gospel. 
They  were  subsequently  addressed 
in  the  open  air  to  the  number  of 
between  3,000  and  4,000 ;  and  on 
the  following  sabbath,  religious 
conversation  continued  in  the 
churchyard  from  three  in  the  after- 
noon till  eight  at  night,  when  the 
clergyman  was  only  enabled  to 
depart  on  the  pledge  of  meeting 
the  people  at  seven  next  morning. 
It  would  appear,  from  accounts  in 
the  Scottish  papers,  that  similar 
scenes  continued  to  be  enacted  at 
Kilsyth,  and  that  it  was  understood 
among  the  Revivalists  throughout 
the  whole  of  Scotland,  that  there 
was  to  be  on  Sunday,  the  I5th, 
'^a  great  manifestation  of  the 
power  of  the  Lord"  at  that  place. 
In  consequence,  there  were  assem- 
bled in  the  village  on  that  day 
people  from  the  most  distant  quar- 
ters of  the  country.  Beds  had 
been  bespoken  for  weeks  previous  : 
it  was  said,  that  one  party  of  twenty 
females  from  Greenock  had  engaged 
beds  at  least  a  fortnight  before. 
But  the  accommodation  being,  after 
all,  quite  inadequate  for  the  Diulti- 
Vol.  LXXXI. 


tudes  that  poured  in,  hundreds  had 
to  bivouac  m  the  open  air,  or  travel 
to  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Kirkintilloch.  Every  kind  of  con- 
veyance from  Glasgow  was  soon 
taKen  up,  and  fares  were  inor- 
dinately raised.  The  greater  mem- 
ber of  the  clergymen  present 
belonged  to  the  established  church ; 
but  there  were  also  dissenters  of 
various  denominations — baptists, 
methodists,  &c.  The  services  began 
in  the  parish-church,  at  ten  o'clock 
on  the  Sunday  morning;  and  in 
an  open  field,  soon  after,  where 
they  were  persevered  in  till  six 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  They 
were  resumed  on  Monday  at  ten, 
and  were  continued  through  the 
whole  day  and  ensuing  night.  A 
third  time  the  vast  congregation 
assembled  on  Tuesday  in  the  fore« 
noon,  and  even  that  day  did  not 
bring  the  proceedings  to  a  close. 
Much  excitement  prevailed,  and 
scenes  of  a  most  deplorable  nature 
exhibited.  On  one  hand  was  to 
be  seen  the  baptismal  rite  adminis- 
tered to  great  numbers,  by  im- 
mersion in  the  mill-dam,  and  on 
another,  women  throwing  them- 
selves on  the  ground,  and  crying 
out  for  mercy.  Nor  was  the  lan- 
guage of  the  preachers  calculated 
to  calm  the  storm.  One  reverend 
gentleman  is  said  to  have  told  a 
portion  of  his  audience,  that ''  he 
saw  the  devil  looking  out  of  their 
eyes;"  on  which  several  women 
fell  down  insensible,  and  were 
taken  off  to  the  session-house.  At 
another  time,  the  preacher,  in 
speaking  of  Jacob's  ladder  as  a 
type  of  the  Saviour,  called  on  his 
hearers  to  come  to  it,  and  to  make 
use  of  it ;  but,  finding  the  impres- 
sion he  produced  not  so  strong  as 
he  wished,  he  cried  out  that  there 
was  rottenness  at  the  foot,  and 
hey  must  come  quickly;  and, 
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Miiting  the  action  to  the  word,  lie 
sprang  up  in  the  pulpit  as  if  to 
catch  hold  of  the  ladder  ere  it  was 
snatched  away  from  him.  There 
was  an  old  French  minister  among 
the  preachers.  Altogether^  the 
scene  appears  to  hare  been  of  a 
most  questionable  nature. 

Clergy  of  the  kirk  as  well  as  dis- 
senting ministers  continued  to  be 
employed  in  attempting  to  produce 
"revivals  of  religion."  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  Glasgow  and  Paisley  were  the 
principal  scenes  of  their  exertions. 

At  Finnieston,  according  to 
local  papers,  clergymen  and  reli- 
gious  laymen  were  in  attendance 
almost  day  and  night,  preaching, 
exhorting,  and  conversing,  with  the 
people,  who  repaired  to  them  in 
great  numbers,  deeply  concerned 
about  the  state  of  their  souls. 
The  meetings  which  were  held  in 
various  places,  sometimes  continued 
till  longaftermidnight,  being  again 
commenced  early  in  the  morning. 

—  Dinner  tjndek  the  Thames. 
— The  directors  of  the  Thames 
Tunnel  company  gave  an  elegant 
dinner  in  the  tunnel,  to  the  per- 
sons employed  in  that  undertaking, 
to  celebrate  their  having  reached 
low- water  mark.  Mr.  Hawes,  M.P. 
was  in  the  chair,  and  280  persons 
sat  down  to  table.  On  a  raised 
platform,  about  500  visitors,  the 
majority  of  whom  were  ladies, 
were  provided  with  places  to  view 
the  scene.  It  was  stated,  that 
there  were  yet  250  feet  of  the 
Tunnel  to  excavate,  which  would 
becompletedwithintwelve  months. 
This  IS  calculating  at  the  rate  of 
five  feet  a  week ;  but  the  men 
have  been  known  to  make  an  ad- 
vance of  fourteen  feet  in  a  week. 

9.  Felowt.— A  very  distressing 
case  occurred  at  the  Surrey  Ses- 
sions.     Mr.  Frederick  Nicholaa 


Somers  Thomas,  was  tried  on  a 
charge  of  stealing  property  belong- 
ing to  a  Mrs.  Cundy,  who  lived 
in  Camberwell,  and  whom  he  had 
attended  in  the  capacity  of  a  sur- 
geon. It  appeared  that  the  prisoner 
had  been  convicted  in  December, 
1838,  of  feloniously  removing  from 
a  dwelling-house  a  quantity  of 
furniture  belonging  to  Mr.  Seeley, 
of  Peckam,  and  sentenced  to  twelve 
months'  imprisonment  and  hard 
labour,  but  before  the  expiration 
of  the  term  he  became  insane,  and 
was  removed  to  Bethlehem  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  subsequently  a  por- 
tion of  his  sentence  was  remitted. 
The  case  was  brought  before  par- 
liament by  Mr.  Waklejr ;  and  the 
prisoner  was  again  tried,  at  the 
instance  of  the  attorney-general^-^ 
considerable  doubts  as  to  the 
justice  of  the  former  conviction 
having  been  raised,  chiefly  by  the 
statement  of  a  Mr.  Cooke^  who  pro- 
fessed to  have  taken  the  property 
Thomas  was  accused  of  stealing. 

The  present  indictment  charged 
the  prisoner  with  stealing  twenty- 
seven  handkerchiefs,  one  pair  of 
sugar-tongs,  &c.,  the  property  of 
Fanny  Esther  Stamp  Cundy,  and 
the  prosecutor  was  a  Mr.  Richard 
Stafford  Cooke,  Mrs.  Cundv's  bro- 
ther. It  appeared  from  the  evi. 
dence  given  by  him  and  others^ 
that  Thomas  had  possessed  him- 
self of  property  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Cundy,  Cooke's  sister,  which  he 
claimed  under  her  will.  The  will^ 
however,  was  not  deemed  valid  at 
Doctors'  Commons,  and  Thomas's 
legal  right  to  the  property  could 
not  be  made  out.  The  evidence 
of  actual  guilt,  however^  seems 
not  to  have  been  conclusive;  and 
the  character  of  the  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  was  not  the  best. 
The  other  Mr.  Cooke,  who  had 
{letidoned  the  House  of  Connnoiii 
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Id  Thomas's  favour,  did  not  appear 
for  him  on  the  trial.  The  prisoner 
was  again  convicted ;  and  was 
sentenced,  on  Thursday,  to  seven 
years*  transportation. 

His  appearance  in  the  dock  was 
such  as  to  excite  great  commise- 
ration. During  his  imprisonment 
his  hair  had  changed  from  a  deep 
black  to  grey,  and  he  was  at- 
tended by  an  officer  from  Bethle- 
hem asylum. 

9.  Colonizers  of  New  Zea- 
land.— The  colonists  about  to  sail 
to  New  Zealand)  with  a  number  of 
the  purchasers  of  land-orders,  tes- 
tified their  gratitude  for  the  unre- 
mitting attention  given  to  their 
affairs  by  the  directors  of  the  New 
Zealand  Land  Company,  by  in- 
viting those  gentlemen  to  a  public 
dinner,  at  tho  Thatched  House 
tavern.  About  ninety  persons 
were  present;  with  the  zealous 
and  indefatigable  Dr.  Evans  for 
chairman,  Mr.  Halsewell,  the  Mid- 
dlesex magistrate,  and  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, who  was  going,  with  his  wife 
and  ten  children,  to  the  colony, 
croupiers.  The  principal  speakers 
were  the  chairman,  lord  Petre, 
Mr.  Tollemache,  M.P.  for  Grant- 
ham, Mr.  G.  F.  Young,  Mr.  Buc- 
kle, Mr.  Boulcott,  the  croupiers, 
and  Mr.  E.  G.  Wakefield.  Fami- 
liarity  with  the  subject  of  coloniza- 
tion, and  the  principles  on  which 
their  undertaking  was  based ;  a  per- 
fect understanding  of  the  course 
to  be  pursued,  and  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered,  with  confidence 
in  their  own  resources  for  over- 
coming them ;  and  pride  in  ex- 
tending the  laws,  language,  and 
civilization  of  England,  charac- 
terized the  speeches  of  the  eve- 
ning. The  chairman  spoke  with 
impressive  and  almost  solemn 
earnestness  on  the  objects  of  the 
emigration^  the  duties  of  the  emi- 


grants to  each  other,  to  their  na^ 
tive  country,  and  the  aborigines  of 
New  Zealand;  elevating  his  dis- 
course by  historical  allusions,  es- 
pecially to  the  great  first  founders 
of  colonies  in  the  Elizabethan,  and 
to  the  pilgrim  fathers  of  the  fol- 
lowing age.  Lord  Petre,  who  gave 
evidence  of  his  zeal  and  reliance 
on  the  success  of  the  undertaking 
by  sending  his  second  son  to  the 
colony,  spoke  in  a  tone  of  hearty 
encouragement;  while  the  ship- 
builders and  mercantile  gentlemen 
present,  enlarged  upon  the  value 
of  colonies  to  the  mother-country^ 
shewing  a  perfect  acquaintance 
with  the  subject. 

11.  Robbery.— At  the  Surrey 
sessions,  John  Beachey,  Ellen 
Davis,  and  Martha  Stone,  were 
indicted  for  stealing,  with  great 
violence,  fh>m  the  person  of  Mr. 
Robert  Youne ,  a  writer  to  the 
signet  in  Edinburg,  a  watch,  a  pair 
ofspectaeles,  and  a  wig. 

From  the  evidence  it  appeared, 
that  the  prosecutor  had  recently 
come]  from  Scotland  on  a  visit  to 
the  metropolis,  and  at  about  eleven 
o'clock)  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
of  August,  he  went  into  a  coffee- 
shop  kept  by  a  woman  named 
Hughes,  in  the  Cornwall-road* 
He  ordered  a  rump-steak  and  some 
porter;  and  while  the  steak  was 
getting  ready,  he  entered  into  con* 
versation  with  Ellen  Davis,  who 
was  in  the  room,  and  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  her  calling  the  land* 
lady,  *^  Mother,"  he  thought  that 
she  was  the  daughter.  Mr.  Young 
stated,  that  he  found  his  new  ac- 
quaintance so  entertaining  and 
communicative,  that  he  invited 
both  her  and  her  mother  to  partake 
of  the  refreshment  with  him.  The 
prosecutor  afterwards  sent  for  some 
gin,  and  finding  that  he  had  not 
brought  out  sufficient  cash  to  pay 
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the  bill,  he  gave  his  watch  to  the 
woman  Hughes  to  keep  uotil  he 
went  home  and  fetched  some 
money.  The  male  prisoner  was 
introduced  as  the  husband  of  Davis^ 
and  went,  at  the  prosecutor's  re. 
quest,  with  him  to  his  lodging  to 
get  the  money.  They  returned 
together  to  the  coffee-shop,  when 
prosecutor  immediately  paid  the  bill 
and  redeemed  his  watch,  and  after- 
wards sent  out  for  more  beer  and 
gin  to  treat  them  all.  He  became 
intoxicated,  and  was  induced  to  go 
up  stairs  with  Beachey  and  Davis, 
and  they  took  him  into  a  room  on 
the  first  floor,  when  for  the  first 
time  he  saw  the  prisoner  Stone. 
He  had  not  been  long  there  when 
the  prisoners  pushed  him  with 
force  into  a  dark  room,  and  ac- 
cording to  his  statement,  blacken- 
ed his  face,  then  blackened  his 
eyes,  cut  his  mouth,  and  tore  the 
clothes  off  his  back.  He  called 
aloud  for  help,  but  no  person  came 
to  his  assistance ;  he^  however,  by 
great  exertion,  eseaped  out  of  the 
room,  ran  down  stairs  into  the  street, 
when,  meeting  with  a  policeman, 
he  told  him  how  he  had  been  treat- 
ed. When  the  room  where  the 
above  outrage  was  perpetrated  was 
examined,  the  prosecutor's  specta- 
cles were  found  there,  his  wig  out- 
side the  door,  and  his  watch  was 
traced  to  have  been  pledged  by 
Davis  at  a  pawnbroker's  shop  in 
Westminster.  When  the  prison- 
ers were  taken  into  custody,  a  silk 
pocket-handkerchief  belonging  to 
the  prosecutor  was  found  in  the 
male  prisoner's  possession. 

The  woman  Hughes,  the  land- 
lady of  the  coffee-shop,  was  ex- 
amined, and,  by  her  own  admission, 
she  let  her  house  out  in  lodgings 
to  persons  of  the  most  abandoned 
character.  She  said  that  when 
the  prosecutor  went  up  stairs  with 


the  prisoners,  she  had  no  notion 
that  they  were  going  to  rob  or  ill- 
treat  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  it  was 
given  in  evidence,  that  subse- 
quently to  the  robbery,  the  male 
prisoner  considerably  changed  his 
dress  with  a  view  to  prevent  his 
being  identified,  and  also  that 
Hughes,  when  the  prisoner  re- 
turned to  the  house  after  the  rob- 
bery, declared  that  she  had  no 
knowledge  of  him,  and,  therefore, 
no  recollection j  of  his  ever  having 
been  in  her  house. 

The  jury  found  Beachey  and 
Davis  guiUy,  and  acquUted  Stone. 

The  chairman  sentenced  Beachey 
and  Davis  to  be  transported  for  ten 
years'  each,  and  said  that  Hughes 
ought  to  have  been  subjected  to 
the  same  punishment 

—  Rioting  at  Sheffield.*— 
The  Chartists  held  a  <'  silent 
meeting*'  in  Sheffield,  and  paraded 
the  town.  Disturbances  ensued 
on  that  and  the  next  night.  A 
pistol  was  fired  in  the  square,  and 
several  windows  were  broken  with 
stones.  The  next  day^  the  magis- 
trates issued  placards,  cautioning 
all  persons  against  attending  such 
meetings.  The  assistance  of  the 
dragoons  having  been  required  by 
the  magistrates,  they  appeared  in 
front  of  the  Town-hall  soon  after 
eight  o'clock;  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  the  square,  attended  by 
the  police.  About  2,000  persons 
were  assembled  in  the  square;,  in 
darkness,  for  the  gas  had  been  put 
out.  The  cavalry  immediatelv 
proceeded  to  clear  the  ground, 
while  the  police  followed  the 
crowds  alon^  the  avenues.  Many 
of  the  Chartists  took  to  the  church- 
yard, from  whence  they  let  ^ytre- 
mendous  vollies  of  stones.  They 
were,  however,  driven  ont  by  the 
police.    From  many  other  points 
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showers  of  stones  were  thrown,  and  the  neighbourhood ;  in  which,  in 

it  was  said  that  some  of  the  people  the  course  of  a  short  time,  they 

were  armed  with  pikes.     One  man  succeeded, 

was  captured  with  a  shillelagh,  — •  SuiciD£.-^The  death  of  a 
loaded  at  one  end  with  lead,  and  young  woman  named  Margaret 
the  other  end  containing  the  tang  Moyes,  who  was  killed  by  leaping 
of  a  pike,  which  had  evidently  or  letting  herself  fall  from  the  top 
been  recently  broken  off.  A  dag-  of  the  Monument,  excited  extraor- 
ger  fourteen  inches  long  was  also  dinary  interest  in  the  metropolis, 
found,  which  appeared  to  have  During  the  whole  day,  an  immense 
been  thrown  away.  The  towa  number  of  persons,  principally  fe- 
continued  to  be  in  a  state  of  dis-  males,  crowed  round  the  Monu- 
order  for  two  or  three  hours,  ment  to  view  the  scene  of  this 
About  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Palfrey-  shocking  act  of  self-destruction, 
man,  while  in  front  of  his  house.  The  day  following,  a  coroner's  in- 
overheard  some  of  the  crowd  pro-  quest  was  held  at  the  Old  Swan 
pose  to  '*  serve  him  out;"  when  he  Tavern,  Fish-street  Hill,  and  au- 
im mediately  seized  the  foremost  of  thentic  particulars  stated  to  the 
the  party,  who  were  about  break-  jury. 

ing  his  windows ;  and  the   man  Thomas  Jenkins,  door-keeper  at 

directly  struck  him  a  violent  blow  the  Monument,  deposed  as  follows : 

upon  the  face.     Mr.  Palfreyman,  The  deceased  asked  for  admission 

in  return,  struck  the  man  a  violent  about  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday, 

blow  with  a  stick  which  he  had  in  She  inquired  if  two  females  and  a 

his  hand,  and  knocked  him  down,  gentleman  had  been  there  waiting 

Some  of   the  man's    companions  for  anybody,  as  she  had  come  with 

then  fell   upon   Mr.  Palfreyman,  them  by  a  steam-boat,  and  was  to 

and  severely  bruised  and  cut  him  have  met  them  at  the  Monument  ? 

about  the  face  and  head,  until  as-  Jenkins    said    nobody    had    been 

sistance   arrived,   on   which   they  there ;    and  then  after  waiting  a 

decamped.    Soon  after  the  military  minute,   and    exchanging    a  few 

and  the  police  had  retired,  intelli-  words  with  him>  she  paid  her  six- 

gence  arrived  that  a  large  body  of  pence  and  walked  up  the  steps, 

persons  had  collected  together  in  Her  conversation  was  rather  jocu- 

what  is  called  the  Doctor's  Field,  lar,  and  her  countenance  smiling : 

near  the  Lead-mills.    The  magis-  she  appeared  to  be  quite  rational, 

trates,  the  military  and  police,  im-  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 

mediately  proceeded  to  clear  the  witness  heard  a  body  falling.     He 

place  5  and  on  their  arrival  at  the  went  to  the  door,  and  found  the 

bottom    of    Arundel-street,    they  deceased  lying  with  her  legs  across 

were  assailed  by  a  volley  of  stones,  the  door- way,  and  her  head  point- 

which  were  thrown  under  cover  ing    towards    Fish    Street    Hill, 

of  the  darkness  by  a  number  of  Her  left  arm  was  several  feet  from 

rioters,  who  had  concealed  them-  the  body,  and  a  good  deal  of  blood 

selves  in  the  various  passages  and  flowed.     He  found  a  rope,  with  a 

corners  in  the  neighbourhood.    In  large  knotted  loop  at  one  end,  tied 

consequence  of  the  darkness,  it  was  to  the  railings  of  the  gallery :  she 

impossible  to  reach  the  Doctor's  must  have  concealed  the  rope  about 

Field ;  and  the  soldiers  and  police  her  person.    Her  bonnet  and  veil, 

commenced  clearing  the  streete  in  with  a  waistband  and  pair  of 


166 


ANNUAL    REGISTER.       [1839 


gloves,  Mere  lying  in  the  gallery, 
uear  the  door. 

The  next  witness,  Thomas 
Crawley,  described  the  fall-— 

''  I  live  in  Monument  Yard*  I 
saw  the  deceased  in  her  descent, 
when  the  body  arrived  within  two 
yards  of  the  railings  at  the  bottom 
of  the  column ;  but  I  could  not  see 
her  after  she  passed  the  square 
part  of  the  builoing.  I  ran  rounds 
and  found  her  on  the  ground.  In 
her  descent  I  saw  her  turn  round 
twice,  and  she  made  motions  with 
her  arms." 

Mr.  James  Bowen,  oil  and  colour, 
roan.  Pan  ton-street,  Hayroarket, 
was  acquainted  with  Margaret 
Moycs  and  her  family— 

"  I  knew  deceased  perfectly 
well :  she  was  going  on  for  her 
twenty-second  year,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Moyes,  baker, 
of  Hemming's  Row,  St.  Martin's- 
in-the-fields.  The  only  thing  that 
can  lead  me  to  account  for  the  act 
of  self-destruction  is,  that  Mr. 
Moyes  has  a  large  family  of  daugh- 
ters growing  up,  and  that  lately, 
the  necessity  has  been  seen  of  some 
of  them  going  from  home  to  get 
their  living.  Since  this  necessity 
has  become  obvious,  I  noticed  that 
deceased  had  become  very  low-spi- 
rited. Margaret  was  the  first  for 
whom  a  situation  was  to  be  found. 
The  mother  is  dead,  and  the  father 
is  bedridden,  with  a  family  of  six 
children.  ,  I  saw  her  last  on  Mon- 
day at  her  father's.  A  memoran- 
dum-book was  found  on  the  man- 
tel-shelf of  her  father's  room.  In 
it  was  this  memorandum — "jYou 
need  not  expect  to  see  me  Wk 
again,  for  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  make  away  with — Mar- 
garet Moyes.*'  She  had  no  sweet- 
heart ;  and  a  ring,  found  on  the 
marriage  finger  of  her  left  hand^ 
was  given  her  by  her  aUter.    She 


had  been  drinking  tea  on  Toetdaj 
eveninff  with  that  sister,  who  was 
married.  Margaret  waa  a  ouiet- 
tempered  young  woman^  ana  had 
been  of  clieerral  disposition.  It 
was  intended  to  get  her  a  aituation 
ID  a  confectioner'a  shop.  There 
was  no  reason  that  they  ahoold  be 
turned  out  of  the  house  thejr  occu- 
pied. On  the  subject  of  going  out 
to  a  situation  being  mention^  to 
her,  I  heard  her  say,  *  I  take  it  to 
heart ;  I  cannot  get  over  the  feel- 
ing, and  yet  I  am  aware  it  is  the 
right  course.'  When  deceased 
left  this  sister  on  the  previous  even- 
ing, she  kissed  her  two  or  three 
times  more  tenderly  than  usual. 
They  had  arranged  to  go  out  for  a 
day  together;  and  when  the  elder 
sister  asked  whether  it  would*  be 
on  the  next  day,  deceased  replied, 
'  Oh  no.  not  to-morrow  ;  let  it  be 
on  Sunday.'  I  am  told  that  no 
branch  of  the  family  has  been  sub- 
ject to  insanity.  A  gentleman, 
captain  Beavan,  lodged  in  the 
house,  but  was  going  to  leave. 
There  was  nothing  between  him 
and  Margaret.  Her  absence  on 
the  Wednesday  until  the  memo- 
randum book  was  found,  created 
no  anxiety  in  her  family,  as  she 
said  she  was  going  out  for  the 
whole  day,  in  consequence  of  as 
invitation  she  had  received  two  or 
three  days  before." 

Christiana  Moyes,  a  younger 
sister,  and  other  witnesses  con- 
firmed the  above  statement. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  of 
^^  temporary  insanity,"  and,  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  coroner, 
added  a  recommendation  to  the 
corporation  of  London  to  place  a 
railing  round  the  top  of  the  Mon- 
ument, so  as  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  acts. 

It  was  said,  that  the  only  other 
inatanoe  of  soicide  Gommittod  ia 
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tlie  same  waf,  occurred  on  the  18th 
of  January,  1810,  when  Mr.  Lyon 
Levi,  a  diamond-merchant,  leaped 
from  the  top  of  the  Monument,  and 
was  dashed  to  pieces. 

12.  Death  by  LioRTKiNa.--' 
We  have  to  record  here  the  death, 
hy  a  remarkable  accident,  of  Mr. 
James  Walker,  of  Arbroath.  Mr. 
Walker  had  been  in  Montrose  on 
business,  and  while  returning  in  the 
even  ing  on  horseback,  a  vivid  flash  of 
lightning  startled  the  animal  when 
passing  the  bridge  of  Rossie  Mills ; 
and,  after  rearing  and  plunging 
for  a  moment,  it  sprung  over  the 
parapet-wall  of  the  bridge  into  the 
den  below.  The  fall,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  nearly  thirty  feet; 
and  Mr.  Walker  survived  the  ac- 
cident only  a  few  minutes.  The 
horse  was  killed  on  the  spot.  This 
lamentable  event  threw  a  great 
gloom  over  the  entire  community 
of  Arbroath.  Mr.  Walker  was  an 
active  and  enterprising  merchant, 
and  took  a  warm  interest  in  every 
thing  relating  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  burgh. 

—  Sudden  Death.— We  ex- 
tract the  following  from  the  Dun- 
dee Chronicle  :— **  On  Thursday 
(the  12th  instant,)  afternoon,  a 
young  lady,  Miss  Millar,  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Millar,  rector  of 
the  grammar-school,  Dundee,  went 
with  one  of  her  sisters  and  a  neigh- 
bour to  the  lodgings  of  the  rev. 
Mr.  Burns,  to  converse  with  him 
on  her  spiritual  condition.  While 
he  was  speaking  to  her  she  fell 
down,  apparently  in  a  fainting  fit; 
but,  on  medical  aid  being  called  in, 
it  was  discovered  that  she  was 
dead.  As  this  melancholy  event 
has  caused  a  great  sensation  in  the 
town,  we  shall,  in  giving  an  ac- 
count of  it,  adhere,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  to  the  rev.  gentleman's 
pwn  words;  but  we  must  first  tell 


how  he  introduced  it.    On  Thur8« 
day  evening  the  usual    'revival* 
meeting  was  held  tn  St.  Peter's 
Church,  when  Mr.  McAllister  de« 
livered  an  address,  after  which  Mr. 
Burns  went  into  the  pulpit,  and 
prayed    that    *  the    death  —  the 
temporal  death— of  some  miffht 
be  the  blessed  means  of  bringing 
thousands    to    life.'      When   the 
prayer  was  over,  he  produced  a 
letter  which  he  had  received,  part 
of  which  he  read,  nearly  as  foL 
lows : — •*  The  bearer  of  this  is  the 
young  girl,  to  whom,  two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  you  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject of  her  soul.     In  the  evening 
address  you  took  occasion  to  men- 
tion the  circumstance.      She  has 
since  attended  the  prayer  meetings 
as  often  as  possible,  and  the  result 
has  been  a  most  wonderful  change 
for  thte  better  in  her  temper,  which 
used  to  be  irritable.     On  Sabbath 
last  she  attended  divine  service; 
and  afttr  the  congregation   was 
dismissed  you  again  spoke  to  her 
and  gave  her  a  tract.    On  Monday 
evening  she  went  as  usual  to  the 
prayer  meeting,  and  was  much  af- 
fected.   She  was  praying  for  her 
father  on  Tuesday  morning ;    but, 
alas !  when  she  was  thus  interest- 
ingly engaged,   intelligence   was 
brought  that  her  father  had  been 
found   drowned.     (Great  excite- 
ment among  the  audience.)    The 
first  words  the  noor  afflicted  child 
spoke  were-— *  Oh,  it  is   not  his 
body,  it  is  his  soul  I  grieve  for.'" 
(Sighs.)    After  a  pause  of  a  few 
seconds,  Mr.  Bums   said—'  My 
dear  friends,  the  Lord  is  teaching 
us  in  a  very  remarkable  way.    On 
the  day  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  addressing  some  of  you  in  the 
churchyard  (fair  dav),  I  observed 
a  lady  near  roe ;  ana  the  next  day 
I  discovered  that  she  was  in  eter-^ 
nity^I  troet  in  heaven.  (Another 
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pause.)  My  dear  friends^  many 
came  as  usual  this  afternoon  to 
converse  with  me^  among  others  a 
young  lady,  who^  after  waiting 
some  time,  came  into  my  room, 
and  said  with  deep  emotion^  that 
she  was  afraid  she  had  not  really 
come  to  Christ.  I  thought  she 
had  come  to  Christ ;  for  I  had  had 
many  interesting  conversations 
with  her^  and  I  had  great  reason 
to  believe,  that  she  was  one  of  the 
first  fruits  of  this  work  at  present 
going  on.  I  began  to  speak  to  her 
a  little  calmly^  and  said,  she  ought 
to  have  good  reason  for  saying  so. 
I  took  a  tracts  and  writing  her 
name  upon  it^  gave  it  her^  with  a 
promise  to  pray  for  her — a  promise 
which  I  can  never  now  fulfil.  I 
wrote  out  a  few  texts^  which  I 
thought  suitable  for  her  case^  and 
gave  them  to  her  with  the  tract ; 
but  I  was  struck  to  see  the  tract 
fall  out  of  her  hand.  (Considera- 
ble excitement^  sighs,  and  also  an 
exclamation  of  'Oh,  Lord ! ') 
She  sank  down  upon  the  ground. 
Her  sister  and  another  neighbour 
came  in  from  an  adjoining  room. 
She  appeared  to  be  in  a  rain  ting 
fit  at  the  time.  A  doctor  was  sent 
for^  and  when  he  came  to  see  her^ 
he  found  she  was  in  eternity! 
(Great  excitement.)  My  dear 
friends^  when  I  came  to  this  meet- 
ing to-night,  I  left  two  of  her  sis- 
ters, weeping  indeed,  but  weeping 
tears  of  joy,  for  they  believed  she 
had  gone  to  Christ.  She  died 
without  a  struggle,  and  was  so 
calm,  that  the  medical  man  stand- 
ing bv  thought  she  was  in  a  faint- 
ing fit;  but  when  he  began  to 
bleed  her,  he  found  there  was  no 
blood.  Many  things  will  be  said 
about  this;  but  I  cast  the  case 
upon  the  Lord.  One  of  my  friends 
said  to  me,  '  It  is  a  pity  she  died 
in  your  lodgings*'    ^  No^     I  said^ 


<  it  was  no  pity  j  I  give  glory  to 
God  for  it,  for  making  me  a  wit- 
ness of  an  end  so  calm/  The  Lord 
will,  I  hope,  lead  us  to  improve 
this  event.  I  can  say  no  more  my 
dear  friends.'  Mr.  Burns  then 
sat  down.  He  immediately  rose 
and  gave  out  a  psalm,  which  having 
been  sung,  the  congregation  dis- 
persed. We  understand  these  re- 
vival meetings  continue  to  be  held 
every  evening,  commencing  about 
seven,  and  ending  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock." 

It  is  right  to  mention  in  con- 
nexion with  this  circumstance, 
that  a  post  mortem  examination 
was  made  of  Miss  Millar's  body, 
and  that  two  medical  men  (Dr. 
Caruthers  and  Dr.  Lyall),  gave  as 
their  opinion,  that  a  disease  of  the 
heart,  of  a  character  to  induce 
apoplexy,  hud  existed  for  a  consi- 
derable length  of  time. 

12.   RoBBEBT  AT  A  ClUBHOUSE. 

— The  policeman  on  duty  in  Pall 
Mall,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  observed  marks  of  Uood 
on  the  door  of  the  United  Service 
Clubhouse;  and  on  making  his 
way  to  the  steward's,  Mr.  Fenn's, 
bedchamber,  found  that  person 
lying  on  the  floor,  insensible,  and 
bleeding  profusely  from  wounds 
in  the  head.  The  cash-box  was 
open,  and  empty.  A  surgeon  was 
sent  for  ;  and  other  wounds  in  the 
arm  —  inflicted  with  some  Munt 
weapon  — -  were  asserted  to  be 
discovered.  Five  or  six  door-ways, 
through  which  the  robber  htad  to 
pass,  and  a  small  sliding  box» 
irora  which  the  key  of  the  outside 
door  had  been  taken,  were  marked 
with  blood.  Mr.  Fenn's  deposi- 
tion was  taken  down,  as  soon  as 
he  recovered  his  speech.  He  said^ 
that  after  he  had  been,  as  he  sup- 
posed, about  an  hour  in  bed^  he 
was  suddenly  aifoke  by  reodyiog 
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a  severe  blow  on  the  side  of  his 
bead,  with,  as  he  believed,  a  stick, 
CD  which  be  instantly  jumped  out 
of  bed,  when  he  was  immediately 
seized  by  two  men,  witb  whom 
be  struggled  for  some  time,  but 
was  eventually  compelled  to  de< 
sist,  in  consequence  of  receiving 
the  blows  already  described  over 
the  head  and  arm,  which  knocked 
him  down  and  deprived  him  of 
bis  senses,  in  which  state  he  must 
have  remained  till  discovered  by 
the  servants.  Mr.  Fenn  appeared 
to  be  unable  to  give  any  descrip- 
tion of  the  robbers  by  whom  he 
had  been  attacked.  Mr.  Fenn 
stated,  that  on  retiring  to  rest 
he  locked  the  door  of  his  bedroom 
on  the  inside,  and  the  result  of 
the  examination  of  the  room  by 
the  police  after  the  occurrence, 
proved  that  no  violence  had  been 
used  in  opening  it,  nor  had  there 
been  any  force  used  in  the,  open- 
ing of  any  of  the  locks  of  the 
other  doors  through  which  tbe 
perpetrators  of  the  outrage  must 
have  passed  in  their  escape  from 
the  premises.  Nothing  had  been 
removed  from  the  room  except 
the  cash  and  notes  from  the  casn- 
box,  which  was  not  broken  open, 
as  was  at  first  supposed,  but  had 
been  opened  by  the  proper  key, 
which  Mr.  Fenn  stated  must  have 
been  taken  from  the  pocket  of  his 
trousers  by  the  thieves.  Neither 
the  struggle  nor  his  cries  were 
heard  by  any  of  the  other  in- 
mates of  the  establishment.  An- 
other singular  circumstance  was, 
that  the  bell  rope,  which  bung  by 
the  side  of  the  head  of  Mr.  Fenn's 
bed,  was  found  cut  off,  and  lying 
on  the  floor. 

The  whole  of  the  servants, 
thirty  and  forty  in  number,  were 
examined,  but  their  answers  were 

90  plain  and  etraightforward,  that 


all  suspicion  was  removed  from 
any  of  them. 

The  committee  of  the  United 
Service  Club,  determined,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties  to  call 
in  (in  addition  to  Mr.  Fenn's 
medical  attendant),  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  who, upon  ex- 
amination, pronounced  Mr.  Fenn 
not  to  have  been  seriously  in- 
jured. 

Mr.  Fenn  stated,  that  when 
he  was  attacked,  he  received  so 
violent  a  blow  upon  the  arm,  as 
to  have  completely  paralysed  him  ; 
and  that  he  likewise  received  an- 
other blow  with  the  same  instru- 
ment upon  the  forehead,  whicb 
knocked  him  down  and  stunned 
him.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  appeared  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary, that  there  were  no  contu- 
sions apparent,  either  on  the  fore- 
head or  the  arm,  both  of  which 
appeared  in  their  usual  state,  ex- 
cept the  forehead,  upon  which 
there  were  two  or  three  scratches, 
all  of  which  speedily  healed. 

There  was  about  127/.  in  the 
cash-box,  but  not  more  than  about 
79/.  belonged  to  the  club,  the  re- 
mainder being  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  wounded  man. 

At  an  extraordinary  meeting  of 
tbe  committee  of  the  club,  a 
searching  investigation  took  place 
into  every  circumstance  connected 
with  the  affair,  which  ended  in 
the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Fenn.  He 
had  been  connected  with  the  club 
for  about  fourteen  years. 

—  Assault  in  Paris. — Galig- 
nani's  Chronicle  mentions,  that  a 
few  evenings  ago,  as  an  English 
gentleman  named  Horley  was 
walking  with  a  friend  through 
the  Rue  St.  Honor6,  they  were 
jostled  by  three  men  of  the  lower 
orders  at  the  corner  of  the  Rue 
de  TEchelle ;  and,  on  their  coiii« 
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plaiDiog  of  luch  conduct,  one  of 
tbe  assailants  took  a  cane  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  English  gentle- 
man,  and  struck  him  over  the 
face  several  times^  whilst  anotlier 
hit  his  companion  ao  violently  in 
the  mouth  as  to  break  one  of  his 
teeth.  Fortunately,  a  patrol  of 
the  police  was  passing  at  the  time, 
and  arrested  the  offenders.  It  has 
been  remarked^  that  in  no  Euro* 
pean  capital  is  there  so  little  ac- 
commodation and  civility  shown  * 
to  each  other  by  passengers  in 
the  streets,  as  in  Paris. 

13.  Seduction. — At  the  Liver- 
pool police-office,  a  distressing  case 
of  seduction  came  under  tlie  notice 
of  the  magistrate.  The  unfortu- 
nate young  lady  was  not,  judging 
from  appearance,  more  than  six- 
teen or  seventeen  years  of  age, 
possessed  of  considerable  personal 
charms,  and  was  being  educated 
at  a  highly- respectable  boarding- 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  Edge.hili 
at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  at 
an  expense  to  her  mother  of  little 
less  than  160/.  per  annum.  The 
father  of  the  young  lady  was  said 
to  be  abroad^  and  held  a  commis- 
sion in  the  navy.  Soon  after  she 
came  to  Liverpool,  she  was  intro- 
duced, at  her  mother's  house,  to 
a  medical  man  of  middle  age.  The 
intimacy  thus  formed,  was  subse- 
quently carried  on  by  the  defend- 
ant after  the  young  lady  left  her 
mother's  house,  and  his  appear- 
ance in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
boarding-school  was  very  irequent. 
Ultimately  the  young  lady  was 
decoyed  from  the  school  by  her 
seducer,  and  she  became  pregnant. 
When  these  facts  came  to  the  ears 
of  the  mother,  the  poor  girl  was 
forbid  the  house ;  and,  being  de- 
serted by  her  betrayer,  was  com- 
pelled from  necessity  to  seek  re- 
fuge in  «  hou90  of  ill^fiune.    She 


had  appeared  at  the  Duncan-aireet 
BrideweU,  charged  with  atteoipt- 
ing  to  annov  her  mother  by  get- 
ting into  tne  house;  and»  the 
latter  refusing  to  see  her,  the 
interference  of  the  police  became 
neceseary.  The  mother,  a  woman 
of  very  respectable  appearance,  was 
present  on  the  occaaion,  and  in 
reply  to  a  question  put  by  the 
magistrate,  stated,  weeping  bit- 
terly, that  she  had  not  seen  her 
daughter  for  four  months.  Tbe 
magistrate  represented  to  her* 
that  the  poor  girl  had  been  wan- 
dering about  the  streets,  and 
asked  if  she  knew  the  state  in 
which  her  daughter  was?  The 
daughter  said  weeping,  that  her 
mother  would  not  see  her*  The 
mother  expressed  her  determina- 
tion not  to  take  her  home^  and 
Mr.  Rushton  expressed  his  regret, 
that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
case,  he  had  not  the  ability  to 
interfere.  If  the  girl  became 
chargeable  to  the  parish  they 
must  let  him  know.  The  mother 
then  left  the  Ck>urt  in  tears,  fd- 
lowed,  after  a  short  intenral,  by 
the  unhappy  girl  herself,  who 
appeared  to  labour  under  great 
mental  excitement. 

14.  National  CoNVSNTioir. — 
At  a  meeting  of  the  society  which 
arrogates  to  itself  this  appellafcion, 
it  was  moved  by  Mr.  O'Brien, 
and  seconded  by  Dr.  Taylor, 
''  That  this  convention  be  dis* 
solved  on  or  before  the  14th 
inst."  On  a  division,  the  noiii* 
hers  were,  for  a  dissolution,  11; 
against  it  11 ;  the  chaimum  gave 
the  casting  vote  in  &TOur  of  the 
dissolution.  The  dissentients  made 
a  formal  protest, — 

''  1.  Because  the  convention  does 
not  possess  the  power  of  self^^dis- 
solution,  inasmuch  as  it  was  cre« 
ated  by   tho  people  io  public 
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meetiDg  assembled ;  and  no  other 
power  but  that  which  called  it 
into  existence,  is  authorised  to 
destroy  the  same. 

''2.  That  the  convention  bar- 
ing adopted  the  democratic  prin- 
ciple in  its  widest  extent,  and 
by  all  its  previous  acts  endea- 
voured to  carry  out  the  same, 
have,  bythisprooeeding,renounced 
that  principle,  and  established  the 
oligarchic  m  its  stead. 

^'  3.  That  the  constituencies 
ought  to  have  been  consulted  as 
to  their  wishes,  for  dissolution  or 
continuance,  and  the  result  been 
in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  majority  of  such  constituen- 
cies, and  this  necessary  step  was 
not  taken. 

''  4.  That  the  delegates  of  the 
conveDtion  present  being  only  23, 
which  being  only  a  minority  of 
the  whole  body,  the  dissolution  was 
in  fact  carried  by  only  a  fraction 
of  the  people's  representatives. 

**  5.  That  a  measure  of  this 
vast  magnitude  and  importance 
being  carried  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  chairman  only,  ought  not 
to  have  passed,  but  at  once  been 
referred  to  the  decision  of  the 
people. 

''6.  That  no  provisions  having 
been  made  by  the  appointment  of 
a  council,  or  other  nucleus  for 
conducting  the  necessary  corre- 
spondence, to  sit  till  the  assem-. 
bling  of  another  convention,  every 
tie  has  been  broken  which  held 
the  people  and  their  chosen  re- 
presentatives in  a  sacred  bond  for 
carrying  out  their  wishes  and  the 
recovery  of  their  long  lost  rights. 

"  7.  That  the  convention  being 
elected,  amongst  other  business 
to  carry  out  the  people's  charter 
till  it  became  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  such  most  important  object 

not  being  accomplishedi  it  is  « 


desertion  of  duty  at  this  eventful 
crisis,  and  cowardice  in  the  cause 
of  chartism,  if  not  crime,  tend- 
ing to  create  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  impede,  if  not  destroy,  the 
progress  of  reform. 

'*  T.  R.  Smart. 
'^Charles  H.  Neesom. 
**  J.  Jackson." 

Sept.  14. 

14.  AccioBNT  TO  Shipping.  — 
The  ship  Sophia,  bound  for  Syd- 
ney, New  South  Wales,  with 
emigrants,  came  in  collision  with 
the  Lord  Goderich  passenger  ship, 
for  Port  Philip,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, off  the  Isle  of  Wight.  She 
was  fallen  in  with  by  the  Ade- 
laide steam-ship^  belonging  to  the 
Dublin  steam  company,  in  the 
greatest  distress,  being  almost  a 
total  wreck,  her  bowsprit  and 
cutwater  having  been  carried 
away,  together  with  her  foremast ; 
one  fluke  of  her  anchor  was  buried 
in  her  bows,  the  other  broke  off 
by  the  extreme  violence  of  the 
concussion.  The  Adelaide  took 
her  in  tow,  and  brought  her  safely 
to  anchor  off  Gravesend,  whence 
she  was  towed  to  the  St.  Katha- 
rine's Docks,  to  discharge  her 
cargo,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
an  overhaul,  and  the  damage  re- 
paired. Fortunately,  the  pas- 
sengers were  in  their  berths; 
had  they  been  on  the  deck  at  the 
time  of  the  accident,  the  conse« 
quences  might  have  been  dreadful. 
The  Lord  Goderich  put  into 
Portsmouth,  with  the  loss  of  bow- 
sprit and  cutwater,  and  other 
serious  damage.  The  latter  ves- 
sel had  been  upwards  of  a  fort- 
ni^t  in  reaching  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  owing  to  the  tempestuous 
weather. 

—  Departure  of  the  New 
ZsALAKD  CoLONY.^Tbe  directory 
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of  this  company^  together  with  a 
vast  number  of  persons  interested 
in  the  colonization  of  New  Zea- 
land^ made  an  excursion  to  Graves- 
end,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
the  ships,  which,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  company,  had  been 
mighted  with  emigrants,  to  that 
distant  region.  The  Mercury, 
steam.boat,  was  employed  for  the 
occasion  ;  and,  though  one  of  the 
largest  vessels  engaged  between 
London  and  Gravesend,  her  decks 
and  cabins  were  completely 
thronged  by  the  multitude  of  per- 
sons who  had  been  invited,  every 
one  of  whom  had  a  deep  interest 
in  the  object  of  the  expedition. 
The  Mercury  herself  was  gayly 
dressed  in  the  colours  of  all  na- 
tions ;  the  red  cross  of  England 
floating  supreme  above  the  rest. 
The  three  ships  it  was  intended 
to  visit — ^the  Adelaide,  the  Au- 
rora, and  the  Oriental  —  were 
moored  immediately  below  the 
town  of  Gravesend.  As  the 
steamer  approached,  the  emigrants 
on  board  these  ships  crowded  upon 
deck  and  received  the  directors 
with  loud  and  hearty  cheers.  The 
object  of  the  directors  upon  this 
occasion,  was  twofold, — first,  to 
see  that  their  instructions  for  the 
comfort  of  the  emigrants  upon  the 
voyage,  had  been  rigidly  carried 
into  effect ;  and,  secondly,  as  the 
sanction  of  government  had  been 
withheld  from  the  undertaking — 
as  no  steps  had  been  taken  to 
secure  the  administration  of 
English  laws  upon  a  soil,  which 
Englishmen  were  thenceforth  to 
inhabit  —  to  obtain,  if  not  from 
each  of  the  emigrants,  at  least 
from  the  great  body  of  them,  a 
voluntary  agreement  to  a  charter 
or  code  of  laws,  laying  down  re- 
gulations for  the  maintenance  of 
order;   and  establiehing  a  ma^ 


chinery  for  the  administration  of 
law  and  the  enforcement  of  justice. 
The  first  ship  that  the  steamer 
ran  alongside  was  the  Adelaide. 
She  is  a  fine  vessel,  and  had  been 
admirably  fitted  up  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  she  was  employed. 
The  arrangements  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  passengers 
of  the  lower  as  well  as  the  higher 
class  appeared  to  be  complete. 
As  soon  as  the  directors,  accom- 
panied by  the  cabin  passengers, 
and  a  host  of  visitors,  had  reached 
the  poop,  the  labouring  emigrants 
with  their  wives  and  children, 
were  summoned  into  the  waist; 
when  they  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
G.  F.  Young,  the  principal  director 
present.  He  adverted,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  anxiety  of 
the  directors  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  promote  their 
comfort  and  welfare.  "  But/'  con- 
tinued Mr.  Young,  *'  their  views 
for  your  good  are  not  bounded  by 
providing  for  your  departure  from 
this  country^ they  cast  their  eyes 
beyond  the  present,  and  contem- 
plate what  your  position  may  be 
in  that  far-distant  land  where  as 
yet  no  such  provisions  have  been 
made  as  in  every  well-oiganised 
society  are  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble for  the  maintenance  of^  order 
and  the  protection  of  property. 
The  time  cannot  be  far  distant 
when  the  government  will  do  that 
which  it  is  bound*  to  do ;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  propose  to  you 
to  enter  into  a  voluntary  agree- 
ment, to  sign  the  document  which 
I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
in  which  you  are  placed,  I  am  sure 
you  will  find  indispensable  to  your 
security  and  happiness."  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  read 
the  document  at  length.    It  was 

in  subetance  as  follows  j  diat  ftU 
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the  persons  and  parties  to  the 
agreements  should  submit  to  be 
mustered  and  drilled  in  such 
fashion  and  at  such  times  as  should 
be  deemed  necessary  to  the  security 
of  all;  that  if  any  person  commit- 
ted an  offence  against  the  laws  of 
England^  he  should  be  liable  to  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
in  England  ;  that  a  committee  to 
conduct  the  government  of  the 
colony  be  appointed^  with  power 
to  make  rules,  and  to  appoint  offi- 
cers ;  that  an  umpire  be  appointed 
to  preside  in  all  criminal  proceed- 
ings, and,  assisted  by  seven  asses- 
sors, to  decide  on  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  the  party  accused; 
that  where  the  assessors  (whose 
office  would  be  similar  to  that  of 
jurymen  in  this  country)  pro- 
nounced a  party  guilty,  the  um- 
pire (whose  office  would  be  similar 
to  that  of  a  magistrate  or  judge) 
should  state  the  amount  of  punish- 
ment to  be  inflicted ;  that  in  all 
civil  proceedings  the  umpire  should 
proceed  alone;  that  the  general 
committee  should  have  power  to 
appoint  five  of  its  members  to  con- 
stitute a  committee  of  appeal, 
whose  decision  in  all  cases  should 
be  regarded  as  final  ;  that  the 
committee  should  have  power  to 
call  out  the  armed  inhabitants, 
whenever  the  occasion  required ; 
and,  finally,  that  it  should  have 
power  to  levy  such  rates  and  du- 
ties as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
good  government  of  the  colony. 
'*  Thus,  no  person  can  be  left  in 
any  case,  civil  or  criminal,  without 
the  means  of  prompt  redress.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  however,  that 
these  rules  we  only  intended  to 
remain  in  force  up  to  the  time 
when  British  law  shall  be  estab- 
lished under  the  authority  of  the 
British  government,  in  that  mag- 


nificent colony  which  you  are  to 
have  the  pride  and  happiness  of 
being  the  first  to  found.'* 

This  address,  which  was  very 
attentively  listened  to,  was  re- 
ceived with  a  hearty  cheer.  Every 
man  seemed  to  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  proposed  code  of 
laws;  and  when  it  was  placed 
upon  the  capstan  for  signature, 
there  was  not  one  who  hesitated  to 
put  his  name  to  it. 

This  part  of  the  business  being 
concluded,  the  steamer  next  ran 
down  to  the  Oriental,  who  re- 
ceived her  with  a  salute  fired  from 
half-a-dozen  large  guns  upon  deck. 
The  emigrants  on  board  the  Ori- 
ental, were  of  a  very  superior 
class.  They  were  chiefly  young 
men  and  women  of  from  twenty 
to  thirty  years  of  age.  Here,  too, 
were  a  number  of  Highlanders 
from  the  estates  of  the  duke  of 
Sutherland  :  a  fine,  hardy,  set  of 
fellows.  Great  care  appeared  to 
have  been  taken  to  secure  their 
comfort.  They  were  clad  in 
one  uniform  dress — a  blue  jacket 
and  cap,  and  tartan  trousers — 
every  thing  upon  their  backs  ap- 
peared to  be  perfectly  new.  The 
noble  duke*s  agent  who  had  accom- 
panied them  from  Scotland,  re- 
mained with  them  until  the 
expedition  took  its  final  departure. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Young,  in  going 
through  the  same  ceremony  on 
board  the  Oriental,  that  had  pre- 
vious! v  been  gone  through  on  board 
the  Adelaide,  addressed  himseU 
particularly  to  this  body  of  men. 
The  code  of  laws  was  received  on 
board  the  Oriental,  and  afterwards 
on  board  the  Aurora,  with  the 
same  expressions  of  approbation  as 
on  board  the  Adelaide.  It  was 
signed  by  every  man  present. 
Each  of  the  three  ships  having 
been  visited  in  turn,  the  steamer 
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ran  back  to  Gravesend^  and  prepa-  ward  course;  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Young 
rations  were  made  for  dinner,  assumed  the  chair  in  the  atate- 
Tables  were  set  out  beneath  the  room^  where  up  wards  of  a  hundred 
awning  on  the  after-deck^  and  in  guests  still  remained.  The  chair- 
a  few  minutes  were  covered  with  a  man  acquainted  the  company  that 
choice  and  abundant  collation  ;  he  had  received  a  communication 
but  the  enjoyment  of  this  part  of  from  lord  Petre,  apologising  for 
the  day's  proceedings  was  sadly  his  absence^  but  stating,  that^  as 
broken  by  the  torrents  of  rain  he  had  a  son  embarked  in  the  en- 
which  fell  without  intermission,  terprise,  his  feelings  would  not 
against  which  the  awning  afforded  permit  him  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
but  a  very  imperfect  protection,  ceedings  upon  the  eve  of  his  de- 
The  ladies  hurried  below^  where  parture.  Lord  Durham^  the  go- 
in  a  short  time  they  were  ful lowed  vernor  of  the  company,  was  also 
by  the  gentlemen.  Here  a  hand-  unavoidably  absent.  The  great 
some  dessert  was  quickly  pro.  toast  of  the  day  was  ^*  The  Colo- 
duced^  and  a  copious  supply  of  nists  now  embarked  and  embarking 
many  kinds  of  wine.  Now^  how-  for  New  Zealand."  In  proposing 
ever,  the  vessel  was  again  put  in  this  toast,  the  chairman  entered 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  once  into  a  forcible  exposition  of  the 
more  visiting  each  of  the  three  difficulties  against  which  the  corn- 
ships,  and  of  taking  a  final  fare-  pany  had  to  contend,  in  oonse- 
well  of  the  emigrants.  Some  quence  of  the  refusal  of  the 
touching  scenes  occurred  in  the  government  to  afford  the  slightest 
separation  of  friends  who  had  lin-  countenance  to  the  undertakinff. 
gered  to  the  last  moment ;  but^  Heexplained  also  the  steps  whidi 
generally  speaking,  the  whole  the  company  had  taken  to  preserve 
body  of  adventurers^  rich  and  poor^  the  rights  and  improve  the  condi- 
male  and  female,  appeared  to  be  tion  of  the  aborigines :  observing, 
in  the  highest  spirits.  It  may  be  that  in  this  respect,  the  present 
here  proper  to  mention,  that  inde-  scheme  of  colonization  difiered 
pendent  of  the  three  ships  of  which  from  all  others  that  had  ever  been 
we  have  been  speaking,  there  were  carried  into  effect, 
two  others  which  formed  part  of  Dr.  Evans,  the  chief  colonist,  re- 
the  same  expedition,  namely,,  the  turned  thanks  in  a  very  able 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  which  was  to  speech  ;  speaking  of  the  aborigines 
take  in  her  passengers  at  Plymouth,  he  said,  '^  We  feel  that  they  are 
and  the  Bengal  Merchant  from  our  adopted  countrymen ;  we  will 
Glasgow.  The  number  of  emi-  be  parties  to  no  transaction  in 
grants  on  board  each  of  the  ships  which  theirrights  are  not  consulted 
was  as  follows* — Oriental  138;  equally  with  our  own." 
Adelaide  149;  Aurora  142 ;  Duke  Several  toasts  followed,  and  the 
of  Roxburgh  120;  Bengal  Mer-  list  had  not  been  exhausted  when 
chant  155 ;  making  a  total  of  704,  the  vessel  reached  her  destination 
exclusive  ofcabin- passengers  whose  at  London  Bridge, 
number  on  board  the  five  ships  14.  Steam  Explosion.^— An 
amounted  to  152.  accident  of  a  most  painfkil  nature 
When  the  farewells  of  friends  happened  at  the  pits  of  the  Shrf- 
and  relatives  had  been  finally  ex-  field  company,  near  Damall^  York- 
changed,  the  Mercury  took  a  home-  shire.    The  steam-engine  of  four^ 
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horse  power  was  at  work  as  usual ; 
and  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  it 
blew- up  with  a  tremendous  crash. 
The  engine^  engine- houscj,  and 
chimney,  were  smashed  to  pieces ; 
tlie  boiler  was  blown  to  a  conside. 
rable  height  in  the  air,  and  fell  at 
a  distance  of  127  yards  from  its 
original  position,  sinking  al)out  two 
feet  into  the  earth.  The  son  of 
Mr.  William  Hobson,  the  engineer, 
a  lad  about  fourteen  years  of  age, 
was  in  the  cabin  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion.  He  was  taken  out 
alive,  but  expired  shortly  aAer. 
His  father  was  going  towards  the 
place  from  Mr.  Jeffcock's,  and  was 
sufficiently  near  to  witness  the  ac- 
cident. When  the  unfortunate 
youth  was  found,  both  his  thighs 
were  broken,  and  he  was  otherwise 
seriously  injured,  as  was  to  hare 
been  expected. 

15.  Heavy  Rains.— The  pub- 
lic journals  were  at  this  time  nlled 
with  accounts  of  the  heavy  rain 
which  was  experienced  throughout 
the  country  in  all  directions.  The 
bad  weather  appears  to  have 
reached  a  crisis  on  the  14th  and 
15th  everywhere,  at  which  time  it , 
appears  that  almost  all  the  rivers 
in  the  country  were  swollen  to  an 
height  almost  unexampled,  and 
commonly  with  disastrous  results 
to  the  agricultural  produce  on  their 
banks,  particularly  in  the  north  of 
England,  where  the  damage  sus- 
tained was  very  great.  In  Peebles- 
shire great  loss  was  sustained  by 
the  sweeping  away  of  bridges,  and 
the  inundation  of  dwellings. 

The  rise  of  the  Tweed  was  thus 
described  by  a  provincial  journal : 
"At  Kelso,  from  day-break  on  Sun- 
day the  15th,  till  about  one  o'clock 
a-m.,  when  it  reached  its  greatest 
height,  the  river  continued  to  rise 
with  great  rapidity.  At  that 
hour  the  river,  above  its  ju&clion 


with  the  Teviot,  was  ascertained 
to  have  risen  within  less  than  a 
foot  of  the  height  it  had  attained 
on  the  9th  of  February,  1831 : 
and  the  united  rivers  formed  a 
magnificent  spectacle.  The  water 
completely  covered  the  pillars  on 
which  Kel8obridgerests,l?eingthen 
at  least,  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet 
above  its  usual  level.  From  one 
o'clock  the  flood  at  this  point  subsi- 
ded with  as  much  rapidity  as  it  had 
risen,  and  before  seven  it  had  fallen 
upwards  of  five  feet.  The  whole 
of  the  wood-work  at  Mertoun- 
bridge  was  swept  away.  The  da- 
mage sustained  by  Norham-bridge 
which  was  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion, was  of  a  more  serious  charac- 
ter. The  entire  arch  was  driven 
with  indescribable  violence  from 
the  masonry  work,  and  was  almost 
instantaneously  borne  away  by 
the  impetuous  stream.  Fragments 
of  it  were  cast  on  the  sides  of  the 
river,  and  others  floated  out  to  sea. 
The  damage  done  was  estimated 
at  about  2,000/.  or  3,000/. 

16.  Discovery  of  a  Skeleton, 
— An  inquest  was  held  on  the  re« 
mains  of  a  human  skeleton  disco- 
vered by  two  boys  in  the  Strand 
sewer,  near  Shire-lane,  Temple- 
bar.  The  lads  groped  up  the 
sewer,  which  empties  itself  into 
the  Thames  near  Essex-street,  in 
quest  of  articles  worth  picking  up, 
and  were  frightened  when  they 
saw  the  skeleton.  They  gave  in- 
formation to  a  policeman  ;  and  the 
bones  being  taken  away,  the  in- 
quiry was  instituted.  An  old  shoe 
was  found,  which  Robert  Stodart 
of  ClerkenwelLgreen  recognized  as 
belonging  to  his  father,  who  had 
disappeared  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1836. — The  old  man  was  a  drunk- 
ard and  insane ;  and  the  jury  were 
satisfied  that  the  skeleton  was  his, 
and  found  a  verdict  accordingly. 
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—  Hurricane.  —  The  Royal 
Gazette  of  September  17th,  pub- 
lished at  Hamilton,  Bermuda, 
gives  particulars  of  a  dreadful  hur^ 
ricane  which  commcDced  about 
seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
Wednesday,  the  11th  instant. 

**  Dense  clouds,  which  had  been 
gathering,  burst  suddenly  into  a 
violent  storm  of  wind,  rain,  and 
lightning.  This  lasted  till  about 
nine,  when  the  weather  moderated 
a  little.  Soon  after  ten  the  wind 
increased,  and  continued  with  more 
or  less  force  till  about  three  o'clock 
the  following  morning,  when  it 
shifted  from  E.S.E.  to  S.  and  on 
to  S. W.,  and  blew  with,  if  possible, 
greater  fury  than  it  had  done  du- 
ring the  night,  till  near  seven, 
when  it  again  moderated  slightly 
for  about  two  hours.  The  gale 
was  then  renewed,  and  raged  for  a 
considerable  period  with  much  ve- 
hemence; but  at  noon,  having  veer-, 
ed  to  the  westward,  it  settled  down 
into  moderate  breezes.  Sad,  in- 
deed, was  the  appearance  of  our 
parish  at  that  hour.  Scarcely  a 
house  h^d  escaped  injury;  some 
were  levelled  and  others  unroofed, 
and  the  side-walls  rent  to  the 
foundation  ;  walls  and  fences  in 
every  direction  prostrate;  thou- 
sands  of  stately  cedars  were  either 
torn  up  with  the  roots,  split  in 
pieces  or  broken  like  reeds ;  orange, 
lemon,  lime,  peach,  and  banana 
trees  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
front  street  of  the  town  was  covered 
with  branches  or  entire  trees  of  the 
pride  of  India,  whose  cool  and  re- 
freshing shade  was  so  much  re- 
sorted to.  Portions  of  verandas, 
shutters,  blinds,  sign -boards,  &c.. 
were  to  be  found  in  every  direction. 
A  spacious  gap  was  made  by  the 
force  of  the  waves  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  wharf;  and  the 
salt-spray  witU    sand   from    the 


South  shore  was  carried  upwards 
of  a  mile  overland,  and,  with  few, 
if  any  exceptions,  the  water  in  the 
tanks  throughout  the  island  be- 
came brackisli. 

"  From  every  parish  in  the  is- 
land the  like  reports  have  been 
received.  We  have  heard  of  seve- 
ral instances  where  whole  families 
were  driven  from  their  dwellings 
to  pass  the  night  in  the  open  air, 
exposed  to  the  pitiless  pelting  of 
the  storm.  The  roads  have  in 
many  places  been  rendered  impass- 
able by  the  fallen  trees  and  walls." 

The  public  buildings  and  ship- 
ping in  the  port  were  much  da. 
maged. 

19.  Assault.— At  the  Man- 
sion-house, Thomas  Trimmer,  a 
man  of  respectable  appearance, 
was  charged  with  assaidting  Mr. 
Lewis  Lloyd,  the  senior  partner, 
in  the  banking-house  of  Jones, 
Lloyd  and  Co. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,  Mr.  Trimmer 
formerly  kept  an  account  at  the 
banking-house  in  which  he  was  a 
partner.  The  defendant  subse- 
quently became  a  member  of  the 
Stock  Exchange,  but  was  not  al- 
lowed  to  remain  in  the  house  ;  was 
unfortunate,  and  obliged  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act. 
He  had,  upon  closing  business 
with  the  house,  left  a  balance  of 
11 1/.  25. ;  for  which  he  mentioned 
he  had  given  a  check  which  would 
be  paid  in.  The  check,  however, 
never  arrived ;  and  the  amount,  of 
course,  lay  in  the  hands  of  the 
cashier.  Some  weeks  ago«  the  de- 
fendant called  at  the  banking- 
house  to  make  inquiry  about  the 
money ;  but  as  it  was  known  that 
he  came  out  under  the  insolvent 
act,  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
obtain  some  further  intelligence 
about  the  correctness  of  the  daim, 
and  be  was  told  to  produce  bis 
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books.  That  morning  the  defen- 
dant called  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  and  waited  in  the  banking- 
house  until  witness  entered.  At 
that  moment  the  defendant  said^ 
going  up  to  witness/  '<  If  I  am 
rightly  informed" — and  struck 
him  over  the  head  with  an  um- 
brella. The  defendant  was  then 
given  into  the  custody  of  a  po- 
liceman. 

The  lord  mayor  asked  Mr. 
Trimmer,  whether  he  had  put  the 
1112. 2s.  in  his  schedule  in  passing 
through  the  Insolvent  Court  ? 
Mr.  Trimmer  answered^  that  it 
had  not  been  put  in  his  schedule, 
but  he  did  not  mean  to  appropriate 
the  money.  He  considered  that 
Mr.  Lloyd  was  the  cause  of  annoy- 
ance to  him^  and  he  was  much 
exasperiated  against  that  gentle- 
man. After  some  consideration, 
the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  be 
fined  51.,  or  to  be  imprisoned  two 
months;  and  to  find  security, 
himself  in  100/.  and  two  securities 
of  50/.  each,  to  keep  the  peace  to- 
wards Mr.  Lloyd  for  twelve 
months.  Neither  money  nor  bail 
was  oifered,  and  Trimmer  was 
removed  in  custody. 

19.  Ferocious  Assault.  —  In 
the  central  criminal  courts  Jean 
Jacques  Courben,  a  Frenchman, 
aged  sixty,  was  tried  for  grievously 
wounding  Augustus  Gougenheim. 
Both  parties  were  foreigners,  and 
an  interpreter  was  sworn  to  trans- 
late the  evidence  to  the  prisoner. 

Augustus  Gougenheim,  the  pro- 
secutor, deposed  as  follows. — I  am 
a  Frenchman,  and  have  lived  for 
some  years  in  this  country  as  an 
interpreter  and  translator  of  lan- 
guages, and  also  as  an  agent.  The 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  about  se- 
ven or  eight  months  ago  em- 
ployed me  to  go  to  the  Court  of. 
Requests,  Westminster^  to  answer 
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a  summons  which  h^d  been  taken 
out  against  him,  and  he  agreed  to 
give  me   3^.   for  my  attendance, 
and  3^.  for  translating  a  document 
for  him.     I  could  not  go  to  the 
court  myself,  but  I  sent  my  wife, 
who  succeeded  in  gaining  time  to 
pay  the  debt.     I  applied  to  the 
pnsoner  several  times  for  the  6s,, 
but  without  effect,  and  I  saw  no 
more  of  him  until  the  1 7th  of  Au- 
gust last,  when  I  met  him  in  Ox- 
endon-street,  Haymarket.  I  cross- 
ed  the  street  and   said   to  him, 
^^  When  do  you  mean  to  pay  me 
what  you  owe  me  ?"     He  replied, 
*'  Never."     I  then  said,  "  Then  I 
shall  summon  you  next  Monday  to 
the  Court  of  Requests," upon  which 
the  prisoner  said,  '^  Before  you  do, 
111  smash  or  crush    your  face;" 
and  he  then   stepped,  back  two 
paces,  and  tried  to  conceal  his  cane/ 
which  he  then  suddenly  raised,  and 
thrust  the  point  of  it  into  my  left 
eye,  the  sight  of  which  I  have  lost 
from  that  time.     I  was  for  three 
weeks  under  the  hands  of  the  sur- 
geon, who  was  at  one  time  fearful 
that  the  wound  would  end  in  lock- 
jaw or  brain  fever.     I  gave  the 
prisoner  no  provocation  whatever, 
either  by  word  or  deed,  before  he 
pushed  the  stick  in  my  eye.  Three 
witnesses  corroborated  the  above 
statement.  They  agreed  that  there 
had    been    no    previous   violence 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
secutor. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wood,  surgeon  in 
Panton-street,  Haymarket,  proved 
that  the  prosecutor  was  brought 
to  him  on  the  day  in  question. 
His  left  eye  was  thrust  out,  and 
the  sight  of  it  was  gone  for  ever. 

The  defence  of  the  prisoner  was, 
that  seeing  the  prosecutor  in  Ox- 
endon-street   he    endeavoured   to. 
avoid  him,  when   the  prosecutor 
followed  him  across  the  street,  and, 
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after  demanding  the  money,  he 
said  I  '*  wherever  I  meet  you  I  will 
tnat  you  as  one  of  the  canaille;^' 
upon  which  he  (prisoner)  replied, 
*'  You  may  do  as  you  please ;  and 
he  again  endeavoured  to  avoid 
him,  but  the  prosecutor  persisted 
in  following  him,  and  having  re* 
peated  the  insulting  expression, 
ne  struck  him  a  blow  on  the  side 
of  the  head,  and  re[)eated  it  before 
he  (the  prisoner)  used  his  cane. 

The  prisoner  called  no  witness 
to  prove  his  statement. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
guiki/  of  striking  the  prosecutor, 
with  intent  to  do  him  some  griev- 
ous  bodily  harm,  and  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  for  fifteen 
years. 

When  the  interpreter  commu« 
nicated  the  sentence  to  the  pri« 
soner,  he  appeared  quite  astonish- 
ed, and,  raising  his  hands  and  eyes, 
declared  before  Ood  and  the  court 
that  he  was  innocent. 

20.  Arrest  of  Mr.  F.  O'Con- 
N0R.*wMr.  Feargus  O'Connor  was 
arrested  at  Manchester  on  a  judge's 
warrant,  for  a  seditious  conspiracy, 
seditious  speeches,  &o.,  and  ap-> 
peared  at  the  borouffh  court  before 
the  mayor  and  a  full  bench  of  ma. 
gistrates,  to  enter  into  recogni. 
aances.  He  entered  into  his  own 
recognicance  for  300/.,  and  found 
two  sureties  in  150/.  each,  to  ap« 
pear  at  the  court  at  Ltver|M)ol. 

21.  Determined  Suicide.  ■•^ 
Hiram  Simpson,  superintendent 
of  the  Bolton  police,  formerly  a 
police  inspector  at  Liverpool,  a 
man  under  thirty,  and  who  ha<l 
held  a  good  character,  shot  him. 
self  in  an  eating-house  at  Liveri 
pool.  Though  a  married  man,  he 
had  formed  an  attachment  to  a 
young  woman  named  Christisna 
Leader^  of  which  his  wife  was  oog- 
Qfaant,  and  it  was  the  souroe  of 


disputes  between  them.  From 
letters  read  at  the  eoroner  s  in* 
quest,  it  appeared  that  Simpson 
had  deliberately  resolved  to  de- 
stroy  himself,  being  unable  longer 
to  endure  the  ^^  horrible  misery" 
resulting  from  the  conflict  between 
duty  and  inclination.  He  gave 
direction  respecting  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  as  superintendent 
of  police,  in  a  letter  to  the  mayor 
of  Bolton:  and  in  an  affecting 
epistle  to  his  wife,  which  we  suIk 
oin,  ei^plained  the  motives  of  his 
ntended  suicide,  and  earnestlv 
entreated  her  to  take  care  of  his 
daughter.  He  wrote  his  adieus 
also  to  his  sister  and  two  brothers. 
From  his  conduct  the  day  before 
it  was  suspected  that  he  meant  to 
have  killea  Christiana  Leader  as 
well  as  himself;  for  he  hurried 
her  on  board  a  Woodside  boat,  and 
conducted  himself  in  lucb  a  way 
that  she  imparted  to  a  passmiger 
her  fears  that  he  intended  to  do 
her  some  injury.  The  paaaenger 
interfered,  and  Simpaon  was  sent 
ashore,  while  the  young  woman 
proceeded  to  Woodside.  Next  dsr 
he  went  to  the  eating-bouaet  whicn 
was  kept  by  Leader  in  partnership 
with  another  woman,  and  there 
shot  himself  through  the  ribs. 
The  verdict  was  **  Self^nmrder." 
The  jury  relinquished  their  feet 
for  the  benefit  or  the  widow. 

^^My  dear  wife  and  chiU«-— Our 
miseries  have  been  so  manifold 
through  my  iniquities;  our  wretdi- 
edness  has  been  so  much  on  the 
increase  of  late,  that  I  ean  no 
longer  endure  myself,  my  mnery 
is  so  great,  and  yet  I  can  Wane 
no  one  but  myself  for  it  all.  Oh  I 
mj  dear  wife,  when  I  think  how 
happ^  we  might  have  been,  but  for 
one  ciroumstanoe,  (folng  i»  Liftr. 
poo)) ;  when  I  tbtnk  now  nry. 
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very  tiappjr  we  might  hate  been  In 
each  other's  love — but  why  do  I 
dwell  on  this  subject?  Things 
are  done  and  they  cannot  be  un- 
done. When  you  receive  this  I 
shall  be  no  more;  but  recollect, 
niy  dear  wife,  and  my  dear  child^ 
it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  her  alone 
that  you  accuse  me  of^  that  I  com- 
mit so  rash  an  act.  No!  no!  it 
is  that  I  have  taken  all  things 
into  consideration^  and  I  find  that 
my  life  is  a  drawback  upon  you^ 
and  upon  that  individual  we  have 
so  often  quarrelled  about,  by  re- 
moving which  I  shall,  in  sacri- 
ficing  my  life/render  you  all  hap- 
pier than  you  are  at  present.  You^ 
my  dear  Harriet,  will,  by  and  by, 
when  my  person  Is  somewhat  for- 
gotten, do  much  better  in  the 
world  without  than  with  me,  for 
you  know  how  peevish,  spiteful^ 
cross^  and  wickea  I  am,  and  you 
know  how  much  worse  I  get  every 
day.  Oh!  Harriet^  you  must  forget 
that  even  such  a  one  as  me  ever  lived. 
You  must,  you  must^  and  you  must 
endeavour  yourself  to  improve  in 
cleanliness,  and  do  learn  to  write, 
&c.  Oh  !  Harriet,  forgive  me  tell- 
ing you  all  this,  but  I  oo,  even  now, 
think  if  you  had  but  tried,  you 
might  have  altered  me ;  but  it  can- 
not be  done  now,  therefore  I  shall 
say  no  more  on  that  head,  but 
confine  myself  to  what  I  ought  to 
inform  you  of — that  I  loved  Chrissy. 
I  have  told  you  repeatedly  and 
often,  and  I  have  begged  you  to 
proceed  in  a  certain  line  of  con- 
duct towards  me,  and  I  would  be 
as  kind  to  you  as  I  possibly  could. 
You  did  not  proceed  as  I  desired 
you,  but  quite  contrary,  and  there- 
by added  fuel  to  an  already  blazing 
fire.  Oh  !  Harriet,  why  did  you 
persevere  In  such  a  line  of  con- 
duct? But  'tis  done,  and  all  is 
passed  now.     When  Chrissy.  and 


me  were  friends  I  could  endure  all 
with  a  growl  now  and  then  ;  but 
when  she  too  quarrelled  with  me, 
and  all  things  rushed  across  my 
mind^  thinking  how  many  years 
we  miffht  have  to  live  together,  I 
drew  these  conclusions,  that  un- 
less I  could  forget  Chrissy  we 
should  be  miserable ;  that  as  long 
as  you  thought  I  loved  her,  you 
would  be  jealous,  and  we  aJiould 
be  wretched.  Now,  you  would 
always  think  so,  and  I  cannot  tay 
I  should  ever  cease  to  love  her ; 
but,  Harriet,  I  do  love  you,  and 
my  dear  child,  and  also  Chrissy. 
Forgive  me ;  I  am  too  free,  but  I 
am  writing  for  the  last  time  to 
you. 

*'  Bring  up  Polly  as  a  good  dear 
babe,  4ind  let  her  be  taught  clean- 
liness, and  carefulness.  Pay  some 
little  attention  to  my  last  request^ 
in  looking  to  yourself,  and  save  all 
you  can,  even  to  a  pin's  worth. 
Grod  bless  you,  my  dear»  dear  wife 
and  child. 

«^  Yours,        <^  Hiram." 

•-r  Suicide  in  Australia.— 
Accounts  from  the  above  colony, 
which  reached  England  at  this 
time,  mention  a  very  deliberate 
suicide  which  had  taken  place  at 
tl.e  new  settlement  of  Adelaide^ 
on  the  31st  of  March.  A  Mr. 
Kenneth  M*Iver  shot  himself 
through  the  heart.  He  left  the 
following  paper. 

*'  Be  so  good  as  not  to  let  my 
fate  be  known  till  you  have  con- 
sulted with  my  friend  Mr.  Gooch. 
My  countrymen  in  a  foreign  land 
will  perhaps  pity  rather  than 
blame  me,  (although,  indeed,  the 
action  la  to  be  blamed)  and  not 
give  publicity,  through  the  pa- 
pers, to  this  sad  affair.  I  am,  in 
every  reapect,  unfit  for  the  coun- 
try; and  yet  I  could  not  leaveit. 
May  God  forgive  the  rash  act.     I 

N2 


180 


ANNUAL    REGISTER. 


|:i839 


am  not  very  fit  to  appear  in  his 
presence^  but  I  trust  in  his  infinite 
mercy.  I  owe  no  man  any  ill- 
will  ;  and  if  my  friend  Mr.  (rooch 
will  do  as  I  have  requested  him,  I 
will  owe  no  man  much.  Ambition 
was  the  lure  which  brought  me 
here:  would  that  I  had  been  content 
to  join  my  dear  parents  in  the  wilds 
of  America !  then  would  I  have 
been  happy ;  but  here,  without  the 
sweet  counsel  of  some  judicious 
friend^  and  wanting  all  manner  of 
soothing  kindness^  I  have  felt 
truly  miserable.  How  short* sight- 
ed I  was^  to  come  without  sufficient 
capital  to  settle  down  here !  but  I 
was  a  stranger  to  the  enormous 
expense  of  conveyance  from  the 
port  here,  as  well  as  the  difficulty 
of  securing  warehouse -room  to 
any  extent." 

The  deceased  appeared  to  have 
possessed  considerable  property, 
and  did  not  destroy  himself  from 
want^  or  the  dread  of  its  immedi- 
ate  approach.  The  police  Inspector 
found  about  7/.  in  his  pocket,  with 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Charles 
Gooch. 

**  SOih  March,  1839. 
*'My  dear   Sir — You    already 
know  that  I  have  placed  sundry 
goods  under  care  of  Mr.  Morphett 
for  sale— 
40,000  slates     .  £l81  10    0 
80  tierces  beer       196     7     6 
798  deals     .     .      240     7     9 


£618  5  3 
consigned  to  me  for  sale  by  Messrs. 
M'Leod  and  Co.,  Fenchurch-street, 
London ;  also  sundry  goods  marked 
W.  S.  (in  Diamond)  L.,  consisting 
of  hardware,  saddlery,  paints,  and 
oil,  cheese,  pickles,  fruits,  &c.  and 
one  box  of  shoes — value  of  the 
whole  about  210/. ;  these  are  the 
property  of  Messrs.  William  Steel 
and  Co.|    merchants^    Liverpool, 


and  the  proceeds  of  both  lots  to  be 
remitted  to  the  respective  parties 
when  sold. 

**  There  is  also  another  bill  of 
lading  for  432  deals  per  Planter, 
which  I  enclose  -,  and  you  will  do 
the  best  of  it  for  account  of  those 
concerned-^ Messrs.  M^Leod  and 
Co.  I  authorize  you  also  to  open 
all  letters  which  may  come  for 
me,  and  act  up  to  the  wishes  of 
the  writers  as  you  would  for  your- 
self, taking  charge  of  consignments 
and  acting  in  all  respects  for  me 
as  you  would  for  yourself  under 
the  circumstances.  I  believe  there 
will  be  a  small  lot  of  warm  shep- 
herds' clothing  from  Messrs. 
George  Smith  and  Co.,  Liverpool ; 
to  whom  the  proceeds  must  be  re- 
mitted when  disposed  of." 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  otfelo 
de  S€. 

—  Murder  of  a  Police  Ser- 
geant, Ireland. — A  dreadful 
murder  was  perpetrated  about 
half-past  ten  o'clock  at  night  near 
the  gateway  of  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Callaghan,  M.  P.,  Glanmire- 
road,  Cork.  A  Mr,  Trenwith,  on 
returning  home  from  that  city, 
was  attacked  by  three  robbers,  and 
stripped  of  his  clothes  and  money. 
A  party  of  the  constabulary  from 
Glanmire,  being  on  patrole  duty, 
hearing  the  noise,  ran  to  give  as- 
sistance, when  the  ruffians  attacked 
them,  and  beat  and  so  lacerated 
the  sergeant  of  the  party  (Lawler) 
that  he  died  on  the  spot.  His 
companion  was  some  time  be- 
fore he  was  considered  out  of 
danger. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body  on  the  Monday  following, 
when  the  following  evidence  was 
given.  Mr.  Robert  Trenwith,  who 
was  obliged  to  be  led  into  court, 
and  appeared  to  be  sufileriDg  much, 
being  sworn,  said-— I  resideatGkn* 
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towo-cottage^  near  Glantnire^  and 
was  on  my  way  walking  home  on 
Saturday  night  from  Cork^  which 
I  left  at  about  half-past  eight  or 
nine  o'clock,  when  I  heard  foot- 
steps behind  me  walking  quickly. 
I  thought  the  parties  were  walk- 
ing remarkably  quick,  and  I  made 
up  my  mind  that  they  would  not 
be  idle  if  they  overtook  me.  I 
proceeded  at  a  very  quick  pace, 
and  having  passed  IVfr.  Callaghan's 
gate  at  Lotabeg,  the  sound  of  the 
footsteps  died  away,  and  I  abated 
my  speed.  I  had  not  gone  &r, 
perhaps  at  Mr.  Green's  residence, 
when  I  received  a  heavy  blow  on 
the  left  side  of  my  head,  which 
threw  me  from  the  side  path,  and 
I  fell  on  the  ground.  When  turn- 
ing myself  I  got  three  or  four 
blows  successively,  all  on  the  head. 
There  were  three  persons  over  me, 
each  of  whom  struck  me,  I  should 
say,  as  he  came  up.  I  think  they 
all  used  bludgeons,  I  felt  quite 
stunned.  When  a  little  recovered, 
I  said  I  couldn't  have  been  the 
person  for  whom  they  were  look- 
ing, inquiring,  at  the  same  time, 
what  they  wanted?  They  said 
they  wanted  whatever  I  had. 
They  then  turned  my  trousers' 
pockets  inside  out  and  rifled  tbem; 
I  had  5s,  or  65.  and  a  few  keys 
about  me.  They  then  pulled  off 
my  coat,  broke  the  guard-chain  of 
ray  watch,  which  they  also  took. 
It  was  a  gold  watch.  I  had  no 
particular  mark  on  it.  They  then 
took  off  my  waistcoat  and  black 
silk  cravat,  and  left  me  lying  on 
the  road,  when  one  of  them  said, 
'^  Perhaps  his  boots  are  some 
good/'  and  they  returned  and 
took  them  also.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  Cork,  on  the  foot- 
path, quite  leisurely.  In  a  short 
time  I  recovered  myself,  and  ran 
towards  Clann)ire|  with  a  riew  of 


getting  the  aid  of  the  polide.  A 
little  ^fore  the  turn  at  the  Metal- 
bridge  I  met  two  of  the  police. 
They  were  patrolling,  having  their 
carbines.  I  told  them  that  I  had 
just  been  beaten  and  robbed ;  they 
appeared  to  be  very  anxious,  and 
ran  towards  CorL  We  soon  met 
an  outside  car.  The  police  turned 
it,  and  we  got  on  it.  The  driver 
ffalloped  off  towards  town -^  the 
dec^uwd  urginff  the  driver  to 
hurry,  saying,  that  if  he  overtook 
the  robbers  he  would  be  well  paid. 
We  soon  saw  three  men  wuking 
on  the  footway  towards  town. 
We  lost  sight  of  them  at  the  turn 
at  Mr.  Callaghan's  gate.  I  looked 
at  the  gate,  and  remarked  that 
they  must  have  concealed  them- 
seves.  The  deceased  ordered  the 
driver  to  stop,  when  we  all  jumped 
off,  and  saw  them  hid  in  a 
wicket  of  the  gate,  and  we  imme- 
diately ran  at  them,  I  following 
close  to  the  police.  Harford  had 
fixed  his  bayonet  to  his  carbine.  I 
cannot  say  if  the  deceased  had 
placed  his  bayonet  on.  The  men 
came  forward  as  we  approached. 
I  think  they  were  the  first  to 
strike.  I  was  attacked  by  one  of 
them,  with  whom  I  struggled,  he 
all  the  time  striking  me  with  a 
heavy  weapon,  I  think  it  waft  a 
bludgeon.  At  this  time  the  po- 
lice and  their  antagonists  were 
stretched  on  the  ground.  One  of 
the  former,  Harford  I  think,  cried 
out  for  me  to  assist*  That  was 
out  of  my  power,  as  I  was  fully 
engaged  with  my  own  antagonist. 
He  did  not  succeed  in  knocking 
me  down.  The  moment  we  got 
off  the  car  the  driver  and  car  dis- 
appeared. I  continued  the  strug- 
gle with  my  opponent  until  a  part 
of  his  coat  gave  way,  when  getting 
the  power  of  his  arm  he  knocked 
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vhicb  he  had  been  beating  me. 
The  knock-down  blow  I  received 
on  the  head.  I  was  much  stunned ; 
when  I  recovered  I  saw  the  three 
men  over  the  policemen  who  were 
stretched  on  the  ground,  I  got 
up  and  ran  off  to  the  station- 
bouse>  where^  having  reported 
MP  hat  had  occurred^  the  police 
started  instantly  for  the  scene  of 
conflict.  The  whole  transaction 
at  Mr.  Callaghan's  gate  occupied^ 
I  should  saVj  something  about  ten 
minutes.  I  was  not  long  at  the 
station  when  Harford  ran  in— he 
said^  '*  I'm  just  murdered— > send 
for  a  doctor  at  once.'*  '*  How  is 
the  other  policeman?"  said  I, 
"Oh,  he's  dead/'  was  the  reply, 
**  and  I  got  away  as  well  as  I 
could."  The  three  men  with 
whom  we  had  the  struggle  at  the 
gate  were,  1  have  no  doubts  the 
same  men  by  whom  I  had  been 
robbed. 

Sub-constable  Michael  Harford, 
of  the  city  police. — 1  knew  the  de. 
ceased,  serjeant  Lawlor,  of  the 
police.  He  was  superintendent  of 
the  Glanmire  station,  which  con- 
sisted of  four  men,  includins  the 
deceased,  who,  with  myself;  was 
on  patrol  on  Saturday  nighty  in 
pursuance  of  orders  given  in  con- 
sequence  of  outrages  having  been 
committed  on  the  road  three  weeks 
jireFiousIy.  We  started  from  the 
station  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock,  each  armed  with  a  carbine 
and  bayonet.  I  had  no  ammuni- 
tion, nor  had  serjeant  Lawlor, 
that  I  am  aware.  When  near  the 
Metal-bridge  saw  a  gentleman 
running  towards  us.  Witness 
here  recounted  his  meeting  with 
Mr.  Trenwith,  and  their  pur- 
suing the  robbers,  and  continued 
as  follows.  When  we  arrived  at 
Mr.  Callaghan's  gate  we  missed 
the  meoi  and  I  w&i,  where  they 


were  ?  There  was  no  answer,  and 
the  carman  drove  on  a  abort  dis- 
tance, when  I  saw  three  men 
lying  or  sitting  down  in  a  very 
compact  form>  as  if  to  conceal 
themselves.  The  car  atopped,  and 
the  constable  and  I  jumped  off, 
and  ran  towards  the  men.  I 
called  on  them  to  stand  and 
surrender.  I  then  pointed  my 
bayonet  towards  one  of  them,  who 
drew  a  sword,  and  made  a  thrust 
at  me,  but  missed.  I  then  gave 
him  a  dart  of  the  bayonet,  I 
thought  that  would  have  had  the 
effect  of  inducing  them  to  sur- 
render, but  I  was  mistaken.  He 
cried  *^  Murder^  you  vagabond, 
are  you  about  to  murder  me  ?"  I 
don't  know  what  my  reply  was.  I 
then  presented  the  bayonet  again. 
He  parried  it,  closed  met  and  gave 
me  a  stroke  of  the  sword  on  the 
shoulder.  We  were  now  so  dose 
to  each  other  that  he  wrenched 
the  bayonet  off  the  carbine^  witii 
which  (the  bayonet)  he  attempted 
to  stab  me.  *  I  threw  away  the 
carbine  and  seised  the  bayonet, 
but,  in  spite  of  me,  he  inflicted 
a  wound  with  it  on  my  hip.  I 
then  caught  the  bayonet,  and  we 
both  fell  in  the  struggle.  We  got 
up,  and  we  both  held  the  bayonet. 
I  think  we  were  in  a  contact  fif- 
teen minutes.  At  one  time  he 
wrested  the  bayonet,  and  I  nm 
off,  and  I  again  faced  him.  We 
both  screamed  several  times  during 
the  conflict ;  upon  my  flMang  him 
the  last  time  I  caught  the  bayonet 
in  my  hand,  after  having  got  a 
slight  wound  in  the  head*  I  had 
pearly  succeeded  in  possessing 
myself  of  the  bayonet,  when  he 
called  one  of  his  companions  to  his 
aid.  I  was  then  attacked  bv  both, 
the  latter  giving  me  several  Mows 
on  the  h^  with  a  large  stack. 
My  first  assailant,  seeing  that  .1 
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was  Dot  knocked  dowtii  asked  the 
second  man  whv  he  did  not  stretch 
roe  ?  He  said  he  Couldn't  help  it ; 
he  then  threw  off  his  coat>  caught 
the  stick  in  both  his  hands,  and 
knocked  me  down.  When  down  I 
held  the  bayonet^  and  continued 
roy  hold  while  down^  the  second 
man  striking  me  all  the  time  with 
the  stick.  I  got  upi  and  having 
.  extricated  myself  from  both,  I  ran 
on  towards  the  police-station.  I 
was  much  stunned  and  had  bled 
profusely.  I  had  called  several 
times  for  the  deceased,  but  I  could 
get  no  answer.  Even  before  the 
second  man  came  up  I  called^  but 
got  no  answer.  I  never  saw  Ser- 
jeant Law  lor  alive  since.  When 
we  first  came  up  to  the  men  I  saw 
a  flash  fired  off  as  if  from  the  pan 
of  a  firelock.  This  was  certainly 
pointed  at  the  deceased.  After 
^  this  1  heard  the  constable  screechy 
and  saw  him  backing  towards  the 
Mall  at  the  river  side,  where  he 
fell.  During  the  entire  affair  I 
did*nt  see  him  enjgaged.  I  called 
on  Mr.  Trenwith  several  times^ 
but  he  did*nt  come  to  my  assist- 
ance. I  was  not  aware— (or  I 
could*nt  see  him*— that  he  was  at- 
tacked himself.  Our  object  was 
to  take  the  men  into  custody,  and 
not  to  injure  them  if  we  could 
avoid  it.  I  could  have  run  the 
man  through  and  killed  him  at  the 
onset,  if  I  thought  proper.  I  got 
no  aid  from  the  carman.  We  had 
not  our  cartouch  boxes.  1  have 
ammunition,  but  I  had  it  not 
then. 

The  jury  immediately  returned 
a  verdict  of  "Wilful  murder 
against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown. 

—  lNQussT.-~An  inquest  was 
held  at  the  Half.way-house  on 
the  Kensington-road,  on  the  body 

of  Lucy  BrowDj  a  remarkably  fiae 


looking  woman,  who  had  commit^ 
ted  suicide  by  leaping  off  the 
bridge  into  the  Serpentine  river* 
The  evidence  disclosed,  that  she 
had  lived  servant  with  Mi^f  iDgall, 
wine  •merchant,  Thames •  street ; 
who,  under  promise  of  marriage, 
seduced  and  deserted  her  in  the 
most  unfeeling  manner.  He  kept 
up  a  correspondence  with  the 
young  woman  under  the  name  of 
James  Johnson,  after  she  left  hts 
service;  and  the  following  letter, 
read  in  court,  was  that  which  ap- 
pears to  have  driven  her  to  de- 
spair-— 

''  Saturday,  14th  Sept.  1899. 
"My  dear  Lucy — I  am  ex. 
tremely  hurt  at  jrour  letter  that 
I  got  yesterday.  You  ask  me 
what  my  intentioia  are  towards 
you.  Good  God !  ^u  must  know 
them  as  well  as  I  do.  All  1  can 
say  is,  that  if,  unfortunately,  you 
have  a  child,  I .  must  of  course 
support  it  to  the  best  of  my 
means ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
ou  are  mistaken,  I  think  it  Kiest 
both  of  us  to  separate;  for 
my  mother  told  me  this  morning, 
that,  rather  than  let  me  be  con- 
nected with  you  in  any  way,  she 
would  prefer  following  me  to  the 

frave.  I  only  wish  I  was  there, 
am  at  present  in  such  a  state  of 
mind,  that  1  have  been  going  to 
make  away  with  myself;  for  I 
have  got  enough  poison  in  my 
desk  to  kill  a  doaen  people,  and 
if  I  do  make  the  attempt,  I  shall 
do  it  efiectually. 

*'  I  remain,  yours  ever, 

"  Jbm— — 

**  Wh^  did  you  not  tell  me  of 
it  last  night,  when  I  saw  you  ?" 

A  letter  found  upon  the  corpse 
of  the  deceased,  and  addressed  to 
J.  J.  R.  I.,  ran  thus-^ 

''  My  dear  James«*-Do  not  esc* 
pect  to  see  me  any  more;  for  my 
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life  has  been  a  misery  to  me  since 
last  Saturday^  that  I  received 
your  letter.  I  have  been  in  the 
utmost  distracted  state^  and  a 
lonely  wanderer  over  the  hce  of 
nature ;  and  whatever  my  fate 
[^here  occur  some  words  which 
cannot  be  clearly  deciphered]]  and 
that  is  fixed  on  yourself^  for  I  can 
never  cease  to  love,  but  with  life 
itself.  Give  my  kind  love  to  all 
that  asks  after  me.  Good  by, 
God  bless  you. 

'*  Lucy  Brown." 

"  10,  North  Street." 

Some  of  the  jury  wished  this 
Mr.  Ingall  to  be  brought  before 
them  ;  but  the  coroner  said  there 
was  no  use  in  examining  a  man 
who  could  write  such  a  letter  as 
they  had  heard  read.  Verdict, 
•'  Temporary  Insanity." 

23.  Abduction  of  a  Child 
(Ireland).— Mr.  R.  Dillon  Boy- 
Ian,  accompanied  by  surgeon 
Wright  and  Dr.  Henry  Haliday, 
secretaries  of  the  Mendicity  As- 
sociation, and  Mr.  Norman  solid- 
tor  to  that  institution,  applied  at 
College  -  street-  office,  Dublin,  to 
lodge  informations  against  Peter 
Hornidge,  John  Hornidge  his  son, 
and  Thomas  Flynn,  secretary  to 
the  Protestant  Orphan  Society, 
on  a  charge  of  felony,  for  de- 
coying away  Jane  Forsythe,  an 
orphan  under  the  age  of  ten 
years,  from  the  institution.  Mr. 
Boy  Ian  stated,  that  the  proceed- 
ing was  adopted  with  much  re- 
luctance by  the  Mendicity  So- 
ciety, but  was  pursued  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  consequence  of  the 
felonious  abduction  of  one  of  its 
orphans.  It  appeared  both  from 
the  counsel's  statement,  and  from 
the  evidence  afterwards  adduced, 
that  John  Hornidge  was  the  in- 
strument employed  by  some  un« 


known  person  to  carry  away  the 
child  for  the  purpose  of  proseW- 
tising  it.     He  first  met  the  gurl 
in  Bridgefoot-street,  and  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  her  to  ac- 
company him.     He  then  tried  to 
drag  her  away  by  force,  but  the 
child    was   rescued    by  the    by- 
standers, and  sent  to  the  institu- 
tion.     Foiled    in    this    attempt, 
John  Hornidge,  a  few  evenings 
after,  went  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  institution  in  order  to  as- 
certain   by    inquiry    where    the 
orphan  resided;  having  discovered 
where  Jane  Forsythe   lived,    he 
pretended   he  was  sent   by   Mr. 
Cottle,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Mendicity,  to  bring  her  to  him. 
The  orphan-keeper  refusing  to  let 
her  go  to  him,  this  attempt  was 
likewise  unsuccessful.     Hornidge, 
determined  not  to  be  bafiied,  went 
on     the    following    day    to    the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Mendicity, 
and  offered  one  of  the  children  d 
the  society  a  sum  of  money  if  she 
would  bring  her  to  him  ;  she  re- 
fused the  temptation,  and  acocn^- 
ingly  another  scheme  was  adopted. 
A  companion  of  Jane   Forsythe 
was  sent  to  invite  her  to  have  tea 
at   her  house;  she  had   scarcely 
arrived  when   Hornidge  entered, 
and,  enticing  her  to  his  house, 
the    child    never  afterwards  re- 
turned to  the  institution.     The 
committee  of  the  Mendicity  hav- 
ing ascertained  some  of  the  cir. 
cumstances,    deputed    the  secre- 
taries to  demand  the  child  from 
Hornidge,    who  at   first    denied 
knowing  anything  of  the  transac- 
tion,   but    eventually    admitted, 
that  he  had  sent  the  child  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Flynne,  of  York-street, 
secretary  to  the  Protestants  Or« 
phan  Society,  and  the  latter  gen- 
tleman stated,  that  he  immedi- 
ately sent  her  fiftjr-three  nilw 
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from  Dublin,  in  the  care  of  a 
person  belonging  to  the  society  of 
which  he  was  an  officer.  The 
two  Hornidges  were  bound  over 
to  stand  their  trials  at  the  ensu- 
ing commission  ;  and  Mr.  Boylan 
not  pressing  the  charge  against 
Thomas  Flynne,  it  was  dismissed. 
— -  The  Royal  George. — Co- 
lonel Pasley,  R.  Art.  has  been  for 
some  time  engaged  in  an  attempt 
to  blow  up  the  wreck  of  the  Royal 
George  at  Spithead.  During  the 
months  of  August  and  September 
several  small  charges  of  451b.  of 
powder  and  one  of  2601b.  were 
exploded  with  effect,  and  masses 
of  timber  were  thus  wrenched 
from  the  ship,  and  hauled  up. 
After  some  ineffectual  attempts 
at  more  extensive  operations,  on 
the  23rd  Sept.  a  cylinder,  con- 
taining 2id20Ibs.  of  powder,  was 
carefully  lowered  to  the  bottom, 
where  it  was  placed  alongside  the 
most  compact  portion  of  the  wreck, 
which  had  been  discovered  by  the 
divers.  Wheneverythingwasready, 
the  vessel  in  which  the  voltaic  bat- 
tery was  placed,  was  drawn  off  to 
the  distance  of  500  feet,  which  is 
the  length  of  the  connecting  wires, 
and  instantaneously  on  the  cir- 
cuit being  completed,  the  explo- 
sion took  place.  At  first  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  which  had  before 
been  perfectly  smooth  and  calm, 
was  violently  agitated  by  a  sort  of 
tremulous  motion,  which  threw  it 
into  small  irregular  waves,  a  few 
inches  only  in  height.  This  lasted 
for  three  or  four  seconds,  when  a 
huge  dome  of  water  made  its  ap- 
pearance, of  a  conical  or  rather 
bee-hive  shape.  At  first  it  ap- 
peared to  rise  slowly,  but  rapidly 
increased  in  height  and  size  till  it 
reached  the  altitude  of  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  feet,  in  a  tolerably 

compact  mm.   It  then  feU  dowD| 


and  produced  a  series  of  rings, 
which  spread  in  all  directions. 
The  first,  or  outer  one  of  these, 
having  the  aspect  of  a  wave  se- 
veral feet  in  height,  curled  and 
broke,  as  if  it  had  been  driven 
towards  the  shore.  Neither  the 
shock  nor  the  sound  were  so  great 
as  had  been  expected  by  those 
who  had  witnessed  the  former  ex- 
plosions by  Colonel  Pasley,  where 
the  quantity  of  powder  was  only 
45lbs. ;  but  the  effect  produced  on 
the  water  at  the  surface,  consider- 
ing that  the  depth  was  ninety 
feet,  was  truly  astonishing.  Co- 
lonel Pasley  has  completely  esta- 
blished his  command  over  the  ap- 
plication of  the  voltaic  battery  to 
sub-marine  purposes.  Immense 
quantities  of  the  wreck  floated 
after  the  explosion.  On  the  next 
day  the  mainmast  was  picked  up, 
entirely  covered  with  barnacles,  all 
alive,  some  measuring  eight  inches 
in  length.  On  the  26th  two  large 
guns  were  raised — one  being  a 
thirty-two  pounder  (iron),  and 
the  other  a  brass  gun,  thirty- four 
pounder  —  the  former  being  as 
secure  in  the  gun-carriage  (of 
elm)  as  the  day  it  was  placed 
there.  The  capstan  and  tiller 
were  brought  on  shore  on  the 
27th,  both  in  good  preservation. 
The  divers  went  down  at  every 
slack  water,  and  made  fast  chains 
to  whatever  projecting  substance 
they  could  nnd,  when  a  strain 
was  hove  on  it  by  the  derrick 
erected  in  one  of  the  lighters,  and 
in  this  way  a  large  vessel  had 
been  fully  loaded.  Several  brass 
and  iron  guns,  the  latter  with  their 
carriages,  have  been  recovered, 
together  with  sundry  knees, 
riders,  and  sleepers ;  among  other 
matters  a  length  of  junk,  and  two 
large  copper  fish  kettles,  several 
eilrer  sboe-bucklesi  &c.     Tho9e 


1S6 


ANNUAL    REGISTER. 


ri889 


parts  of  the  iron  which  had  been 
exposed  were  reduced  to  a  soft 
substaDce  like  plumbago;  but  those 
which  had  beien  under  the  mud 
were  as  hard  and  quite  as  entire 
as  ever.  This  remark  applies  also 
to  erery  description  of  timber. 
For  example,  to  the  capstan,  un- 
der the  drumhead  of  which,  with 
its  welpSi  was  almost  worn  away, 
while  the  lower  drumhead  and  all 
its  other  parts  were  as  fresh  and 
firm  as  when  they  were  first 
made !  Two  tillers  hare  been 
ffut  up,  quite  entire,  and  much 
iron  work,  including  the  shank 
painter^  but  the  whole  worn  to  a 
thread.  The  value  of  the  guns 
and  copper  already  recovered,  ex- 
ceeds 1,000/L  It  appears,  that 
when  Colonel  Pasley  undertook 
to  clear  Spithead  of  the  nuisance 
of  this  wreck,  it  was  presumed 
from  official  data,  that  thirty-one 
iron  and  thirty-two  brass  guns 
were  still  remaining  in  her,  and 
that  the  recovery  of  these,  toge- 
ther with  the  copper  sheathing, 
would  go  far  towards  paying  the 
expense  of  restoring  to  use  a  Targe 
and  important  portion  of  the  noble 
anchorage  of  Spithead. 

—  Conflagration  at  New 
York. — A  dreadful  fire  occurred 
in  this  city  on  Monday  evening 
(the  23rd  September.)  It  origi- 
nated in  the  National  Theatre, 
the  largest  and  most  magnificent 
in  the  city.  That  edifice  was 
consumed,  worth  from  90,000  to 
100,000  dollars ;  and  it  was  said, 
that  Wallack,  the  manacer^  would 
lose  some  25,000  dollars  m  scenery 
and  property.  The  same  confla- 
gration also  burnt  three  churches 
-—  viz.,  the  French  Protestant 
church  of  Le  Saint  Esprit,  which 
cost  200,000  dollars ;  the  African 
church,  and  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church;   besides  several  bouses. 


The  entire  loss  was  circulated  to 
be  from  300,000  to  400,000  dol- 
lars. 

— -  Slavs  QcrssfioN.  -^  Tnt 
Amistad  Slavs  Sbip.^— One  of 
the  most  remarkaUe  casea  on  re. 
cord  arising  out  ^f  the  Slave  Trade, 
excited  at  this  time  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  United  States. 

The  Amistad,  a  schooner  firom 
Cuba,  with  a  number  of  slaves  oo 
board,  had  on  the  26th  of  Auguit 
preceding,  been  run  into  and 
stranded  off  Suffolk  County,  Long 
Island,  where  the  crew,  all  black 
but  two,  commenced  taking  in  fresh 
water  and  purchasing  provisions. 
As  thev  appeared  to  nave  abund- 
ance or  money,  and  altogether  the 
circumstances  of  such  a  crew  and 
vessel  had  somethinff  suspicions 
about  them,  a  good  deal  of  curio- 
sity was  excited  amongst  the  peo- 
ple on  shore,  who,  at  length,  not- 
withstanding the  precautions  of 
the  blacks,  who  sought  jealously 
to  cut  ofif  all  intercourse  with  the 
vessel,  succeeded  in  getting  along- 
side, when  two  white  men,  Spa- 
niards,  presented  themselves  on 
deck,  imploring  protection.  This 
being  reported  to  the  authorities, 
measures  were  taken,  and  the 
schooner  taken  possession  of.  From 
the  Spaniards  thus  liberated,  and 
from  the  vessel's  papers,  the  fol- 
lowing details  were  gathered:— 
About  two  months  before,  the 
Amistad  sailed  from  Havannah, 
with  an  assorted  cargo  of  various 
kinds  of  goods,  and  the  elavea  on 
board,  for  another  part  of  Gaba, 
close  by  the  plantations  of  Senor 
Ruie,  the  owner,  one  of  the  Spa- 
niards thus  found.  The  Macks 
were  captives  recently  imparted 
into  the  island  of  Culm  from  the 
coast  of  Africa,  who,  aftmr  a  few 
days'  residence  in  the  barr«cones 
or  slaye«aiarket  of  Havaanabj  Wiie 
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purchased  and  ibipped  on  board 
the  BchooDor.  A  snort  time  after 
leaving  that  port,  the  slaves,  head- 
ed by  a  resolute  man  among  them 
of  the  name  of  Cingues,  rose  and 
murdered  the  captain  with  all  the 
crew,  except  Ruis  and  another 
Spaniard  named  Montes.  Their 
lives  were  spared  for  the  sake  of 
navigating  the  vessel.  The  ne- 
groes desired  only  to  return  to 
their  own  country,  but  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued  for  that  end, 
they  and  their  leader  understood 
no  more  than  that  it  lay  eastward. 
Early  each  morning  they  them- 
selves took  the  helm  and  steered 
in  the  direction  of  the  rising  sun, 
that  is  eastward,  or  compelled 
Montes  to  take  that  direction  with 
menaces,  and  sometimes,  on  well, 
founded  suspicion  of  treachery, 
with  blows  and  wounds.  During 
the  night,  however,  Montes  with  his 
companion  as  regularly  changed 
the  schooner's  course,  so  as  to  bring 
her  almost  to  the  same  point  where 
she  stood  in  the  morning.  In  this 
manner,  every  hour  in  fear  of  death, 
on  several  occasions  meeting  ves- 
sels which  the  blacks  compelled 
them  to  avoid,  and  having  en- 
deavoured on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion, to  run  the  schooner  on  shore 
when  in  sight  of  it,  but  always 
frustrated,  the  Spaniards  stated 
that  they  had  been  driving  about 
for  two  months,  when  at  length 
they  were  enabled  to  effect  their 
aim  and  strand  her  off  Long  Island. 
When  disco?ered,  Montes,  who 
seems  to  have  been  more  peculiarly 
the  object  of  suspicion  with  the 
blacks,  was  in  a  deplorable  state, 
with  several  dangerous  wounds  in* 
flicted  with  Spanish  knives.  Ruiz, 
the  owner,  on  the  contrary,  had 
been  treated  with  uniform  kind- 
ness. On  these  facts  becoming 
known;  the  reseel  was  taken  po9« 


session  of,  and  the  blacks,  for  safe 
custody^  removed  to  Newhaven, 
where  they  were  placed  in  con- 
finement, but,  as  it  appears,  treat- 
ed with  attention  and  humanity. 
There  they  were  to  remain  for  trial 
on  a  charge  of  piracy  on  the  high 
seas,  brought  against  them  by  the 
owner,  and  on  this  trial  hinged 
many  contested  points,  both  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  court  of  the 
United  States,  and  with  reference 
to  the  nature  of  the  crimes  of 
murder  and  piracy  charged,  and 
the  right  of  property  in  the  blacks, 
claimed  as  slaves  by  the  Spanish 
consul  on  the  part  of  the  asserted 
owner.  These  points  involve,  of 
course,  important  questions  of  in- 
ternational law,  which  were  earn- 
estl)'  engrossing  the  attention  of 
the  legal  authorities  in  the  United 
States.  The  process  for  recovery 
of  the  blacks  under  the  designation 
of  ^' propertjr "  was  considered  to 
be  so  invalid,  and  so  unlikely  to 
succeed  in  the  civil  courts,  that 
the  criminal  prosecution  for  mur- 
der and  piracy  was  preferred  by 
Ruiz  and  Montes,  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  time  for  a  formal  inter- 
ference in  their  behalf  for  the  re- 
storation of  the  slaves  as  property. 
It  was  difficult  to  understand  how 
the  charge  of  murder  could  be 
supported  in  the  case  of  Cingues, 
more  particularly  challenged  as 
the  one  who  actually  slew  the  cap- 
tain, as  he  had  been  seized,  made 
a  slave,  and  as  such  was  being 
forcibly  carried  away  from  Havan- 
nah  by  that  captain,  against  the 
well-known  laws  of  the  very  coun- 
try where  these  acts  were  taking 
place.  No  other  possible  means 
existing  to  procure  liberty  but  by 
violence,  no  other  verdict  it  was 
supposed  could  be  returned  by  an 
honest  jury  but  justifiable  homi- 
ddf» 
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With  respect  to  the  piracy^  it 
was  ID  proof  in  the  confession  of 
Ruiz  and  Montes  themselves^  that 
no  act  of  that  nature  had  been 
committed  ;  that  contact  with  all 
other  vessels  met  had  been  sedu- 
lously shunned  by  the  blacks ;  that 
in  one  instance  only,  where,  being 
in  want  of  fresh  water  and  pro. 
visions^  they  had  traded  for  them 
with  an  American  schooner  met  at 
sea,  the  articles  had  been  duly 
bargained  and  paid  for ;  and  that, 
on  arrival  off  Long  Island,  the 
same  had  been  practised  with  the 
inhabitants  on  the  coast.  The 
sole  act  of  piracy  which  could  be 
pretended,  therefore,  was  the  taking 
possession  of  the  vessel,  solely  with 
the  view  of  transporting  themselires 
back  to  their  own  country,  from 
which  they  had  been  violently  and 
illegally  carried  off:  the  vessel  so 
seized  was  engaged,  with  equal 
illegality,  in  a  contraband  traffic, 
and  as  such  forfeit  to  the  laws  of 
Spain ;  and  therefore,  the  charge 
of  piracy,  it  was  thought,  could 
still  less  be  sustained  than  that  of 
murder. 

The  chief  ambiguity  in  this 
extraordinary  affair,  seemed  to  lie 
with  the  state  of  the  American 
law  on  the  subject. 

But  the  special  and  most  diffi- 
cult question  would,  it  was  anti- 
cipated, arise  in  case  of  a  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, claiming  that  the  blacks 
should  be  delivered  up  to  it  to  be 
dealt  with  criminally  under  its 
laws.  Of  the  course  which  the 
United  States  government  might 
see  fitting  to  pursue  in  such  a 
contingency,  no  means  existed 
for  arriving  at  a  conclusion. 

The  counsel  for  the  negroes 
having  denied  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  court,  and  demanded 
the  discharge  of  the  prieooers  by 


habeas  corpui^  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  Circuit  court,  on  the 
23d  of  September,  Judge  Thomp- 
son presiding.  He  decided  that 
the  District  court  had  jurisdiction. 
Some  doubt  arising  as  to  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  that  is  to  say,  whe- 
ther the  capture  was  made  within 
the  district  of  New  York  or  Con- 
necticut, the  court  ordered  the 
marshal  to  make  the  necessary 
enquiries,  and  goTern  himself  ac- 
cordingly. 

24.  Murder  of  a  Wife  bt  her 
Husband. — In  the  Central  Cri- 
minal court,  James  Curley  was 
tried  on  a  charge  of  killing  his 
wife.  It  appeared  that  the  woman 
was  in  the  habit  of  spending  at  the 
alehouse  the  money  her  husband 
gave  her  to  purchase  necessaries. 
One  night  he  came  home  from 
work,  and  finding  no  supper  and 
his  wife  lying  on  the  bea  intoxi- 
cated, he  struck  and  kicked  her 
several  times.  A  woman,  lodging 
in  the  next  room,  heard  Curley's 
wife  say,  "  Curley,  that  blow  will 
be  the  death  of  me ;  you  have  done 
it,  you  know  you  have."  The 
woman  soon  died;  and  a  surgeon 
gave  an  opinion,  that  her  death 
was  caused  by  a  rupture  of  the 
spleen.  The  prisoner  received  a 
good  character ;  and  his  counsel, 
Mr.  Payne,  addressed  the  jury  in 
his  behalf,  urging  them  not  to 
return  a  verdict  of  manslaughter, 
as  from  the  recent  instance  of 
Coker,  he  inferred  no  mitigation 
of  the  penalty  could  be  hoped  for. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  an  assault  only ;  and  he 
was  sentenced  to  six  months'  im^ 
prisonment,  with  hard  labour. 

26.  FiTE  AT  Branxholm.— 
The  duke  of  Buccleugh's  return  to 
Scotland  was  celebrated  on  this 
day  by  a  large  body  of  his  tenantry 
ftna  fnendsi  assembled  io  the  de« 
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mesne  of  the  far-famed  Branxholm. 
A  splendid  pavilion  was  erected 
for  the  entertainment,  in  the  form 
of  an  ancient  baronial  hall,  101 
feet  by  70,  and  capable  of  accom- 
modating 1000  persons:  the'pillars 
supporting  the  roof  were  an  imi- 
tation of  veined  marble;  three 
large  chandeliers,  and  small  ones 
attached  to  each  pillar,  illuminated 
the  apartment ;  and  its  sides  were 
festooned  with  scarlet  drapery. 
Over  the  chair  was  a  buck's  head 
with  splendid  antlers  ;  over  that, 
a  star  of  variegated  lamps ;  then 
the  ancient  war-cry  of  the  clan  of 
Scott,  "  Bellenden ; "  and  at  the 
top,  the  motto,  which  the  duke  of 
Buccleugh  has  adopted  in  imitation 
of  his  forefathers  in  dealing  with 
his  tenantry—'*  Live  and  let  live." 
Over  the  croupier's  table  a  plough 
was  represented  in  variegated 
lamps,  and  the  words,  *'  Welcome 
home  "  painted  above  it.  From 
the  extremities  of  the  Buccleugh 
property,[representatives  were  sent 
to  this  gathering ;  and  strong  was 
the  muster  from  Roxburghshire, 
Dumfriesshire,  and  Mid  Lothian. 
Even  the  few  fishermen  who  rent 
his  grace's  fishing  grounds  at 
Newhaven  had  their  deputy  at  the 
dinner.  Among  the  distinguished 
guests  were  the  earls  of  Home  and 
Dalhousie^  sir  James  Graham, 
sir  James  Malcolm,  Mr.  Prin- 
gle,  M.P.,  Mr.  Hope  Johnstone, 
M.  P.,  Rutherfords^  Spottis- 
woodes,  Kers,  Bailies^  Maxwells, 
Macdonalds,  Crichtons,  Elliots^ 
and  Wallaces. 

The  character  of  the  toasts  and 
speeches  may  easily  be  imagined. 
The  duke  of  Buccleugh  spoke  with 
the  heartiness  of  friendship  and 
true  regard  for  his  tenantry,  rain-  ^ 
gled  with  the  proud  consciousness 
of  chieftainship  and  the  possession 
of  princely,  demesnes. 


Sir  James  Graham  alluded 
happily  to  the  ancient  border 
forays — 

'*  Allusion  has  been  made  to  for- 
mer days,  and  to  my  ancestors. 
On  many  occasions,  in  ancient 
days,  they  rode  to  Branxholm ; 
some  of  them  never  returned  to 
tell  the  tale,  and  many  of  them  to 
the  last  hour  of  their  lives  regretted 
the  boldness  which  brought  them 
here.  This  is  not  my  lot  on  the 
present  occasion.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  day  when  I  rode  to 
Branxholm  ;  but  I  shall  not  regret 
it,  for  the  spectacle  which  I  have 
here  witnessed  has  been  most  gra- 
tifying and  satisfactory  to  me; 
and  cold  indeed  must  that  heart 
be  which  did  not  expand  with  the 
acclamations  which  have  resounded 
through  these  halls.  My  ances- 
tors rued  the  day,  as  I  have  told 
you,  when  they  crossed  the  bor- 
der ;  for  they  found  your  ancestors 
formidable  enemies.  But  we  live 
in  happier  times ;  and  I  can  now 
look  across  the  border,  and  see 
them  locked  together  in  a  fast 
and  warm  and  constant  friendship." 

An  immense  number  of  toasts 
were  drunk^  and  the  claret  and 
toddy  progressed  in  rapid  and 
constant  circulation  round  the 
board. 

—  Festivities  in  the  High- 
lands OP  Scotland. — We  may 
here  mention  an  entertainment 
given  by  the  duke  of  Bedford  and 
Edward  Ellice,  Esq.,  M.P.,  this 
season,  in  the  glen  of  Badenoch. 
The  party  at  Doune  (the  duke  of 
Bedford's)  and  at  Invereshie  House 
(Mr.  Ellice's)  had  made  up  a  purse 
of  fifty  guineas,  to  be  given  away  in 
prizes  among  such  of  the  young 
men  of  the  district  as  should  dis. 
tinguish  themselves  at  athletic 
sports.  The  exhibition  took  place' 
at  Mr.  Ellice*s ;  whither  the  duke 
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and  ducheM  of  Bedford  and  their 
friends  repaired.  An  immense 
concourse  of  persons  was  present, 
as  the  news  soon  spread  orer  the 
hills,  and  the  people  poured  forth 
to  witness  the  splendid  array  of 
Sassenach  lords  and  ladies,  and 
partake  in  the  amusements  of  the 
day.  A  hogshead  of  whiskey  was 
provided  by  the  generous  enter- 
tainers, and  abundance  of  bread, 
beef,  and  mutton.  Tents  were 
erected  in  the  glen ;  and  as  the 
ladies  arrived,  the  pipers  an* 
nounced  the  event  in  the  liveliest 
strains  of  the  pibroch.  The 
sports  commenced  with  a  foot-race 
up  a  steep  mountain — one  of  the 
highest  of  the  Grampians.  Seven 
highlanders  started,  the  distance 
back  and  forward  being  better  than 
four  miles.  The  winner  of  the 
first  prize  (which  was  8/.)  came 
in  to  the  pole  in  the  short  time  of 
twenty.two  minutes  and  thirty- 
five  seconds :  the  successful  com- 
petitors of  the  second  and  third 
prizes  arrived  very  soon  after- 
wards, keeping  side  by  side  the 
whole  way  until  within  a  few  se- 
conds of  their  arrival  at  the 
starting-place.  The  marquis  of 
Abercorn  and  some  of  the  party 
then  had  some  excellent  races  on 
their  own  horses ;  and  a  variety  of 
sports  followed  among  the  people, 
such  as  throwing  the  hammer, 
putting  the  btoue,  leaping,  &c. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  splen- 
did display  of  fireworks,  and  the 
whole  concluded  with  a  supper 
and  ball.  The  arrival  of  the  duch- 
ess of  Bedford  and  party  at  the 
ball  was  announced  by  a  novel 
spectacle-^a  great  number  of  sky. 
rockets  being  let  off,  which  met 
high  in  the  air,  and  united  in  the 
form  of  a  large  gothic  arch.  The 
marquis  of  Abercorn  and  lord  A. 
Russell  appeared  in  full  Highland 


costume.  The  dandnff  was  kept 
up  with  great  spirit  till  near  day- 
light. During  the  night,  several 
shots  were  firiMi  from  a  field-piece 
on  the  lawn  3  which  eohoiog 
amongst  the  etupendous  moun- 
tains that  encirde  the  glen,  pro- 
dured  a  striking  and  grand  effect 

27.  Fatal  Mi8TAKB.-*Mr8. 
Earle,  mother  of  Mr.  Earle,  a  sur- 
geon of  Cheltenham,  died  this 
week,  from  the  efiecti  of  wrong 
medicine  ignorantly  administered 
by  a  nurse.  Ten  grains  of  muriate 
o^  morphia,  dissolved  in  an  ounce 
of  water,  had  been  put  into  a 
phial  which  had  been  used  fbr  a 
draught  and  was  labelled  *'  seda- 
tive mixture."  Another  draught 
in  a  larger  phial  was  prepared ; 
but  the  nurse,  supposiDg  the 
morphia  was  the  draught,  gave  it 
all  in  one  dose  to  Mm,  Earle  at 
night.  Next  morning  it  was  seen 
that  the  patient  had  not  chanoed 
her  position,  and  was  breathing 
with  difficulty.  The  stomadi- 
pump  and  other  means  were  used, 
but  without  effect,  and  lif  ra.  Earle 
did  not  long  survive.  A  coroner's 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  **  Acci- 
dental death.*'  Mrs.  Earle  was 
upwards  of  seventy. 

29.  MuRDBB  IN  Philadel- 
PHiA.*«.A  horrible  event  took  place 
in  this  city.  An  Englishman 
named  Wood>  who  had  ror  many 
years  kept  a  pastrycook's  shop  in 
Chesnut  Street,  deliberately  mur« 
dered  his  daughter,  a  young  wo- 
man of  great  personal  attractions, 
and  who  bore  a  very  good  charac- 
ter.—-The  following  account  is  fit>m 
an  American  paper  :-— Among  hei* 
many  admirers  was  a  young  man 
of  the  name  of  Peak,  who  sue* 
ceeded  in  securing  her  affections. 
About  two  weeks  sinoe  they 
were  privately  married,  and  on 
Thursday  evening  the  young  w!0- 
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man  left  the  establishment  of  her  man^  with  loose  stones*    One  of 

father,   and  joined  her  husband,  the  stones  struck  Aldridgeon  the 

On  Saturday  she  returned,  and  all  head,  he  fell  down  stunned  with  the 

the     circumstances    were     made  blow;    and  though  he  recovered 

known  to  the  former.  sufficiently  to  speak  a  few  words. 

The  demeanour  of  the  father  died   the   next   morning.-^Seven 

to  his  daughter  after  this  was  mo.  men,  ineludiiig  John  Pine,  brother 

rose  and  unreconciling,  although  of  William,  were  taken  into  cus* 

she  strove  by  every  means  to  avert  tody.      A  coroner's  inquest   was 

his  ill  feeling.     On  Monday  morn*  held,  and  a  verdict  of  wilful  mur-i 

ing,  however,  about  ten   o'clock,  der  was  returned  against  four  of 

as  the  daughter  was  sitting  in  the  the  prisoners,  viz. ;— John  Pine, 

room   with  her  father,  and  some  William    Pine,  John  Burke,  and 

other  members  of  the  family,  he  William  Calvert,  the  latter  as  the 

walked  deliberately  up  to  her,  and,  principal,  and  the  three  former  as 

drawing  a  pistol  from  his  bosom,  accessaries,  and  they  were  removed 

placed  it  almost  against  her  fore-  to  Newgate,  there  to  await  their 

head,  and  shot  her  entirely  through  trial, 
the  brain.  The  ball  passed  through 

the  skull,  and  fell  in  another  part  '       '  ' 

of  the  room.  OCTOBER. 

The  murderous  weapon  was 
at  once  thrown  from  the  hands  of  X.  Valus  of  a  RscEiPT»'^In 
the  desperate  man,  and  himself  se.  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  an 
cured.  The  sheriff  of  the  city  applicant  for  release  was  asked  if 
was  immediately  made  aware  of  he  had  never  been  charged  with 
what  had  occurred.  On  ascending  felony?  His  reply  disclosed  a 
to  the  apartments  where  the  deed  case  of  great  hardship.  He  said 
was  done^  he  found  the  murderer  be  had  been  charged  by  the  land- 
standing,  pale,  and  terribly  agita-  lord  of  his  house  at  Stafford  with 
ted,  with  his  back  to  the  fireplace,  stealing  a  hearth-stone.  He  had 
and  his  daughter  lying  prostrate  actually  purchased  the  stone,  and 
and  bleeding  on  the  floor,  with  her  placed  it  on  the  hearth  :  he  was, 
head  near  his  feet.  On  the  en*  however,  tried  at  the  sessions,  and 
trance  of  the  sheriff.  Wood  lifted  convicted  j  he  was  sentenced  to 
his  arm  as  if  in  the  act  of  firing  a  four  months*  imprisonment;  and 
pistol,  and  exclaimed,  ^  I  am  the  after  he  had  been  confined  two 
man,  I  shot  her,  I  shot  her ! '  months  of  the  time,  the  bill  and 

—     PoxiicBMAN  KiLtBD. — We  receipt  for  the  identical  stone  was 

have  to  record  another  instance  of  found  in  his  house,  and  forwarded 

one  of  this  useful  body  losing  his  to  the  recorder  who  tried  him. 

life  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  That  functionary  lost  no  time  in 

William  Aldridge,  a  policeman  laying  the   circumstances   before 

of  Deptford  was  violently  assaulted  the  secretary  of  state,  and  he  was 

by  a  mob,  who  endeavoured  to  res»  speedily  liberated  from  the  gaol, 
cue  from   his  custody,    William       —Poisoning. — An  inquiry  of  a 

Pine  a  woodcutter.  The  mob  con-  serious  nature  occupied  the  atten- 

sisted  of  between    six  and  seven  tion  of  Mr.  Carrick,  coroner  for 

hundred  persons^  who  pelted  Al-  Cumberland,  which  terminated  in 

dridge  ana  Stevens  another  police-  the  committal  of  John  Graham# 
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carter^  and  dealer  in  meal,  to  the 
gaol  at  Carlisle,  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  his  wife,  Jane  Graham. 
Graham  and  his  wife  had  been 
married  about  ten  months,  during 
which  time  they  resided  at  the 
small  village  of  UUermire,  where 
he  kept  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  meal 
and  flour,  and  deceased  taught  a 
school.  She  was  pregnant  and 
near  her  confinement.  On  the 
Monday  week  previous  she  was 
slightly  indisposed  with  symptoms 
of  approaching  labour..  According 
to  the  husband's  statement,  she 
had  on  several  occasions  pressed 
him  to  bring  her  some  medicine 
from  Carlisle,  and  he  had  always 
forgotten  to  do  so  until  the  last 
named  day,  when  he  purchased  one 
pennyworth  of  cream  of  tartar, 
and  another  one  of  magnesia,  from 
Mr.  Harrison,  druggist,  in  Scotch- 
street,  which  he  brought  home 
and  save  to  her ;  that  she  fi:ave 
him  some  of  it  in  warm  milk,  and 
mixed  another  part  in  treacle  for 
herself.  She  took  part  of  it,  and 
they  both  partook  of  more  next 
morning  at  breakfast  time,  imme- 
diately after  which  he  left  home. 
It  appeared  that  within  an  hour 
after  breakfast  deceased  was  seized 
with  violent  and  frequent  vomit- 
ings, purging,  and  pain  in  her 
chest,  with  other  symptoms  of 
having  taken  poison,  which  con- 
tinued without  intermission  till 
about  eight  o^clock  the  same  even- 
ing, when  she  died,  after  twelve 
hours  of  most  intense  pain  and 
suffering.  Arrangements  were 
made  by  Graham  to  have  her 
buried  the  next  day;  but  Mr. 
Patrickson,  one  of  the  magistrates 
for  the  county,  having  learned 
that  she  had  died  under  very  sus- 
picious circumstances,  caused  the 
parish  officer  to  give  notice  to  the 
coroner,  who,  after  examining  a 


great  many  witnesses,  directed  a 
post  mortem  examination  to  be 
made.  Three  surgeons  deposed, 
that  on  a  careful  analysis  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  they 
found  a  large  quantity  of  arsenic, 
sufiicient  to  cause  the  death  of 
half-a-dozen  persons,  and  which, 
without  any  aoubt,  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  ddath  of  the  deceased. 
A  variety  of  circumstances  going 
to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  hus- 
band were  deposed  to  by  several 
witnesses,  and  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  wilful  muraer  against 
him. 

—  Assault.— -The  magistrates 
at  Walthamstow  petty  sessions 
were  engaged  for  some  time  in  the 
investigation  of  a  serioas  chazgeof 
assault.  Frederick  Hagger,  a 
sailor,  and  William  Hagger,  a  la- 
bourer, had  been  engaged  the 
night  before  in  two  desperate  con- 
flicts with  policemen.  First,  they 
attacked  James  Reynolds  and 
William  Lawrence,  two  constables, 
who  attempted  to  take  them  into 
custody  for  creating  a  disturb- 
ance; and  kicked  and  beat  them 
with  sticks  so  that  their  lives  were 
in  danger.  The  depositions' of  the 
constables  were  read,  the  men 
themselves  being  unable  to  appear. 
The  next  battle  was  with  Good- 
win, a  sergeant,  and  two  other 
policemen,  who  endeavoured  to 
secure  the  prisoners.  This  conflict 
took  place  at  Hagger's  house, 
whither  the  prisoners  had  gone 
and  armed  themselves  with  pokers. 
The  sergeant  used  his  cutlass 
against  Frederick  Hagger  and 
wounded  him  severely.  In  the 
scuffle,  however,  he  lost  bis  cut- 
lass, and  then  with  a  pair  of  hand- 
cuffs struck  Hagger  under  the  eye 
so  sharply  that  the  prisoner  gave 
himself  up.  William  Hagger  alto 
surrendei^ed.    Both  prisoners  were 
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SO  weak  from  the  wounds  they  had  cerD  about  myself? — she  attended 

received  that  they  could    hardly  a  prayer  meetings  came  home  at 

stand.    They  were  committed  to  midnight,  and  roused  her  family 

the  infirmary  of  Ilford  Gaol>  until  to  tell    them   of  her  change  of 

the  fate   of  the  constables  Rey-  mind.     There  seems  a  very  re- 

nolds  and    Lawrence    should  be  markable  work  of  grace  with  the 

known.  husband^  and  other  branches  of 

2.  Revivals. — At  a  meeting  of  the  family* 
the  presbytery  of  Glasgow,  the  *'  A.  B.,  collier^  aged  fifty,  a 
reverend  Mr.  Burns  gave  in  the  mouth  ago,  was  upon  the  road- 
following  narrative  of  the  effects  side  on  the  way  from  the  church, 
produced  at  the  Kilsyth  and  Glas-  in  great  agony  of  mind,  when  I 
gow  revival: —  passed    homewards.     I,   at  first, 

'' Special  instances  of  good  done  thought  he.  had  been   in  drink; 

are  naturally  called  for.      Many  but  it  turned  out  that  he  had, 

memorable  cases  can  be  produced.  Hannah-like,  been  pouring  out  his 

Selection  is  difficult.     A  woman  heart  before  the  Ix>rd,  having  got 

from   Airdrie  was  observed  by  a  a  sight  of  his  sinfulness ;  he  went 

few  around  her  to  be  much  im-  to  his  Bible,   and   prayed  3    got 

pressed  while  Mr.  W.  C.  Burns  heartening    as   he    expressed  it, 

preached.     She  at  length  left  the  from  the  thought  that  had  come 

field,  and  retired  for  prayer.     Af-  to  him,  '  Shall  I  be  a  castaway  ?' 

ter  a  little,  she  was  followed  by  Enabled  to  lay  hold  on  Christ  as 

some  praying   people,  who  con-^  the  ransomer,  and  as  having  paid 

versed  with   her.     She  seems  to  the  debt,  he  said, '  Come  life,  come 

have  undergone  a  complete  change,  death,  I  will  depend  on  His  merits 

and  went  away  in    a   composed  and  mercies  j'  resolving  to  be  with 

frame.    A  young  gentleman  from  Christ  henceforward.     On  receiv- 

Glasgow,  with  whom  I  and  Mr.  ing  his  token,  he  said,  '  I  used  to 

Brown  conversed,  who  had  come  run  from  you,  but  am  now  happy 

with   some    indefinite    notion   of  to  meet:    I    served    Satan    fifty 

good  or  of  being  pleased,  went  years,  I  am  now  the  Lord's.'    His 

home  a  new  man  in  Christ  Jesus,  two  companions,  J.  S.  and  T.  A., 

I  know  of  several  cases  of  whole  gave  very  satisfactory  accounts  of 

houses    being    really    converted,  their  change  of  heart,  and  are  also 

Mrs.  H.  has  been  converted  in  a  communicants.     The  accounts  of 

very  wonderful  way :  she  had  been  other  cases  more    detached    and 

a  very  passionate,  regardless  cha-  interesting  must  be  deferred." 

racter,  who  with  her  husband  and  After  the  usual  business  of  the 

family,  spent  the  sabbath-day  in  presbytery  had  been   finished,   a 

drinking,  and  other  tainted  enor-  private  meeting  was  held,  at  which 

mities:    two  pious    women,  un-  certain  extravagancies  and  impro- 

known  to  each  other,  had  called  prieties  of  language  lately  used  at 

upon  her,  telling  her  that   they  revival  meetings  were  discussed, 

could  get  no  rest  till  they  came  to  All    the    members    who    spoke^ 

warn  her  of  her  sin  and  danger :  strongly  condemned  every  thing 

the  poor  woman  thought  within  like  eccentricity  or  extravagance 

herself,  if  these  two  are  so  con-  on  the  part  of  those  taking  part  ia 

cerned  about  me  that  they  cannot  the  revivals,  and   expressed    the 

get  rest,  what  should  be  my  coii«  great  necessity  that  exbted  for  the> 

VojL.  LXXXL  O 
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display  of  more  than  ordinary  pru- 
dence. The  late  hours  to  which 
meetings  had  recently  extended 
were  disapproved  of,  and  a  recom- 
mendation given,  that  in  future, 
sermons  should  be  delivered  only 
every  alternate  evening,  and  the 
other  evenings  devoted  to  conver- 
sation with  such  persons  as  might 
choose  to  come  forward. 

Attempts  were  made  about  this 
time  to  induce  similar  displays  of 
enthusiasm  at  Aberdeen;  they 
were  not  however  successful ;  the 
clergymen  of  the  town,  both 
churchmen  and  dissenters,  in 
general  standing  aloof  from  this 
movement;  or  warning  their 
hearers  against  the  extravagances 
of  revivals,  rather  than  encourag- 
ing them  to  exhibit  external 
marks  of  excitement. 

—  Quarrel  between  Gen- 
tlemen. —  About  one  or  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  alterca- 
tion ensued  at  the  Albion  Tavern^ 
Great  Russell- street,  Covent-gar- 
den,  between  Captain  M^Neal,  of 
Devonshire-street,  Portland.place, 
and  two  gentlemen,  said  to  be 
officers  in  the  army,  which  ter- 
minated in  blows  being  struck  by 
each  party;  and  during  the  con- 
test. Captain  M'Neal  was  thrown 
over  the  bannisters  down  the  well 
of  the  staircase,  and  sustained  a 
severe  fracture  of  his  right  leg. 
He  was  conveyed  in  a  cab  to 
Charing-cross  hospital.  The  cause 
of  contention  was  said  to  be  a 
lady. 

3.  Murder  and  Suicide. — The 
village  of  RufFord  about  twelve 
miles  from  Preston,  Lancashire, 
and  the  neighbourhood,  were 
shocked  by  the  report  that  a  man 
named  Robert  Dawson,  a  labourer, 
in  the  employ  of  Sir  T.  D.  Hes- 
keth,  Bart.,  of  Rufford-hall,  had 
murdered  his  wife^  apd  had  after^ 


wards  put  an  end  to  his  own  ex- 
istence. It  appeared  that  on  the 
evening  in  question,  Dawson  came 
home  about  nine  o'clock,  when  his 
wife  was  undressed,  preparing  to 
go  to  bed.  He  inquired  for  some 
senna,  which  he  had  requested  her 
to  send  for  to  Orm^irk,  by  a 
neighbour,  and  on  her  acquaint- 
ing him  that  she  had  forgotten 
to  send  for  it,  high  words,  and 
ultimately,  a  violent  quarrel,  en- 
sued. From  the  appearance  of 
the  wounds,  and  otner  circum- 
stances, there  appeared  to  have 
been,  on  the  part  of  the  wife, 
stout  resistance,  and  that  a  severe 
struggle  took  place  .  before  the 
wretched  murderer  accomplished 
his  purpose.  The  children  were 
awakened  by  the  scuffle,  and  they 
gave  an  alarm,  when  a  sister  of 
Dawson's  entered  the  house,  fol- 
lowed immediately  by  other  per- 
sons, relations  and  neighbours  of 
the  deceased.  When  these  per- 
sons entered,  they  were  affirighted 
by  the  horrid  spectacle  of  both 
husband  and  wife  walking  about 
in  the  kitchen,  with  their 
throats  cut.  Dawson,  alarmed,  it 
is  supposed,  at  his  wife's  approach- 
ing end,  and  his  own  wound  not 
being  sufficiently  deep  to  cause 
death,  escaped  during  the  con- 
sternation, and  went  immediately 
and  hanged  himself  in  the  shippon 
adjoining  the  house,  with  a  cow 
tie.  When  Mr.  Barron,  surgeon, 
of  Tarleton,  arrived  shortly  after- 
wards, the  woman  was  not  quite 
dead.  She  was  perfectly  sensible, 
knew  her  relations  and  friends, 
and  told  her  mother  that  the  ouar- 
rel  was  simply  on  account  or  her 
not  having  sent  for  the  medicine 
to  Ormskirk.  The  poor  creature 
asked  for  something  to  drink,  and 
some  water  was  ffiveo  to  her,  but 
as  not  only  the  windpipe  was  cuW 
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bat  also  the  passage  to  the  sto* 
mach  opened^  the  water  ran  out  of 
the  aperture  down  her  neck.  The 
bed  on  which  she  lav,  was  com. 
pletely  saturated  with  blood,  and 
there  were  several  cuts  on  her 
chin,  and  on  the  lower  part  of  her 
throat.  Her  right  eye  was  also 
black,  and  much  swollen.  Search 
being  made  for  Dawson,  he  was 
found  suspended  in  the  out-house^ 
and  quite  dead.  The  a^e  of  the 
man  was  about  37,  and  that  of  his 
wife  about  40.  The  unfortunate 
woman  was  at  the  time  in  a  state 
of  pregnancy.  Both  of  them  had 
previously  borne  good  characters, 
and  the  wife  was  spoken  of  by  her 
neighbours  as  being  of  a  very  mild 
and  patient  disposition.  Dawson 
was  a  favourite  servant  with  Sir 
T.  D.  Hesketh.  He  was  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists'  society,  and  had  fre* 
quent  prayer  meetings  at  his 
house.  He  had  also  been,  for 
about  two  years,  a  member  of  a 
temperance  society.  He  was 
not  supposed  to  be  a  passionate 
man,  nor  was  he  at  any  time, 
subject  to  insanity  or  melancholy. 

—  Coroner's  Inquest.  —  An 
inquest  was  held  at  the  White 
Lion,  High-street,  Shadwell,  on 
the  body  of  Sarah  Smith,  aged  45 
years  who  was  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  and  within  a  few  days 
of  her  delivery,  when  she  destroyed 
herself. 

Hannah  Watson,  of  Farner- 
street,  Shadwell,  said,  the  deceased 
had  been  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  besides  the  one  of  which 
she  was  pregnant.  She  saw  her 
alive  for  the  last  time  on  Wednes- 
day week,  and  she  then  appeared 
much  confused  and  affected  in  her 
mind,  in  consequence  of  the 
abuse  and  threats  of  two  women 
named  CuUiford  and  Lamb.     On 


Thursday  afternoon,  the  daugh-* 
ter  of  the  deceased  came  to  her 
in  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and 
she  went  to  Mrs.  Smith's  bed* 
room,  and  found  her  hanging  by 
the  side  of  the  partition  to  a 
rope  made  fast  to  a  staple  attached 
to  the  ceiling,  and  with  her  feet 
touching  the  ground.  She  cut 
her  down,  and  found  that  she 
was  quite  dead. 

The  next  witness  was  Sarah 
Ann  Smith,  the  daughter.  She 
sobbed  violently,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty,  that  the  coroner 
elicited  from  her  that  her  mother 
had  been  during  the  last  fortnight 
very  low  spirited,  and  in  a  dis* 
tracted  state  of  mind.  Mrs.  Cul- 
liford  and  Mrs.  Lamb,  sisters,  who 
lived  close  by,  abused  her  mother, 
told  her  she  had  robbed  her  neigh- 
bours, and  that  the  child  of  which 
she  was  pregnant  was  not  her 
husband's.  Mrs.  Culliford  knelt 
down  and  said  she  hoped  her 
mother  would  be  writhing  in 
agony,  and  never  close  her  eyes 
for  pain. 

Her  mother  had  raved  a  good 
deal  at  intervals  during  the  last 
fortnight,  and  said  she  was  afraid 
they  would  drag  her  to  prison,  and 
that  she  should  not  get  over  her 
accouchement.  She  saw  her  mo- 
ther alive  for  the  last  time  at  half- 
past  8  o'clock  on  Thursday  after- 
noon. She  was  then  very  low- 
spirited,  and  retired  to  her  bed- 
room to  rest  herself.  A  few  mi- 
nutes past  five  o'clock  she  went  to 
her  bed  room  with  a  cup  of  tea, 
and  found  her  poor  mother.  Here 
the  young  woman  sobbed  loudly, 
and  exclaimed,  '*  Oh,  my  poor 
mother,  my  poor  dear  mother !" 
After  some  time  she  said,  '^  I  ran 
against  my  poor  mother,  gentle- 
men, she  was  dead  and  cold." 

Mr.  John  Hopke,  surgeoni  had 
O  2 
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attended  the  deceased  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  He  was  sent  for  a 
week  ago,  and  was  afraid  labour  was 
coming  on  prematurely.  The  de- 
ceased said  she  had  been  abused  by 
some  neighbours^  who  had  often 
told  her  her  daughters  were  com- 
mon street- walkers.  He  begged 
of  the  deceased  to  forget  it,  and  be 
as  calm  as  she  could.  On  the 
Sunday  deceased  appeared  so  much 
recovered  that  he  desired  her  to 
leave  her  chamber.  The  deceased 
was  so  very  quiet  and  reserved  in 
her  manner,  that  one  could  scarcely 
observe  the  deap  affliction  she  was 
labouring  under.  He  was  called 
to  her  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and 
was  grieved  to  find  her  dead.  She 
had  just  been  cut  down.  The 
child  was  dead.  She  was  one  of 
the  best  of  wives,  and  the  most 
affectionate  of  mothers.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
persons  who  abused  the  poor  wo* 
man,  and  uttered  such  wicked 
imprecations,  caused  her  to  com- 
mit suicide. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
temporary  mental  derangement, 
and  requested  .  the  coroner  to 
reprimand  the  two  women  for 
their  gross  conduct  to  the 
deceased.  This  was  accordingly 
done,  but,  as  might  be  expected 
from  persons  so  wanting  in  com- 
mon feeling,  it  producedii  I  tic  effect 
on  them. 

8.  Courageous  Conduct.-  • 
During  a  late  storm  a  French 
vessel  was  wrecked  in  the  dead  of 
the  night  in  Weymouth-bay.  A 
coast  -  guardman,  named  John 
Mantle,  thinking  he  saw  human 
beings  moving  on  the  deck,  jumped 
into  the  raging  sea  and  swam  to 
her.  On  getting  on  boards  he 
found  two  boys  and  the  captain, 
who  had  broken  his  leg,  on  the 
deck.   Mantle  took  the  boys  safely 


to  shore,  and  then  returning  to 
the  wreck  with  a  rope,  which  was 
made  fast  to  the  shore,  he  slung 
the  captain  in  a  running  tackle, 
and  he  was  safely  landed.  The 
gallant  fellow  then  groped  in  the 
cabins  to  find  if  any  living  beios 
remained,  and  afterwards  jumped 
into  the  sea,  and  swanti  to  the 
shore  in  safety.  Mantle's  behavi.. 
our  did  not  lose  its  reward;  he 
received  the  silver  medal  and  5L 
from  the  Royal  Humane  society  ;  a 
like  sum  of  money,  and  a  bronze 
medal,  from  Lloyd's ;  a  beautiful 
watch,  with  a  suitable  inscription, 
from  the  inabitants  of  Weymouth; 
20/.  by  vote  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury ;  and  5/.  from  the  ship- 
wreck association.  Mantle,  whose 
officers  have  promoted  him  for  his 
courage,  was  also  informed  that 
the  French  government  was  about 
to  reward  him  with  a  gold  medal, 
&c.  In  returning  thanks  for  the 
various  rewards  given  to  him,  this 
brave  man,  with  great  modesty, 
assured  the  gentlemen  that  tie 
result  of  his  endeavours  was  his 
richest  reward. 

—  Man  poisoned  by  bib  Wife. 
—An  inquiry  took  place  before 
Mr.  J.  F.  Osbaldiston,  coroner  for 
the  county  of  Herts,  at  the  Crown 
inn,  Hitchin,  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  death 
of  Richard  Brice,  a  tradesman  of 
that  town. 

It  appeared  that  about  twelve 
months  ago,  the  deceased  became 
acquainted  with  a  girl  namedSarah 
Browne,  whose  parents  did  not  bear 
a  very  respect-able  character  in 
Hitchm;  but,  as  she  possessed 
considerable  personal  attractions, 
Brice  was  induced  to  marry  her. 
The  marriage  turned  out  a  most 
unhappy  one;  they  were  continu- 
ally quarrelling ;  and  before  long, 
Mrs.  Brice  left  her  hosbandj.  aM 
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went  to  live  with  lier  father.  At 
the  time  of  the  murriage,  both 
parties  were  about  twenty  years 
ohl.  Afterwards  matters  were 
made  up,  and  they  lived  together 
again,  but  still  very  unhappily. 
Things  went  on  in  this  way  until 
Sunday,  the  8th  of  September, 
when  Brice  had  agreed  to  meet  his 
mother,  a  female  cousin,  and  some 
other  members  of  his  family,  at 
Hitchin,  and  he  did  so,  and  in  the 
evening  he  accompanied  his  cousin 
part  of  the  way  home.  He  was 
observed  by  a  little  boy,  who  went 
immediately  to  Mrs.  Brice  and  told 
her  that  he  had  seen  her  husband 
walking  with  the  wife  of  a  painter 
named  Easthall.  This  put  her  in 
a  violent  passion,  and  when  the 
deceased  came  home  at  night  a 
quarrel  took  place,  and  she  was 
heard  to  make  use  of  threatening 
language.  Brice  did  not  unde- 
ceive her  as  to  who  had  really 
accompanied  him  on  the  evening 
in  question,  and  under  the  impres- 
sion that  she  had  been  truly  in- 
formed, Mrs.  Brice  the  next  day 
went  to  the  person  referred  to, 
and  told  her  that  it  was  fortunate 
she  did  not  see  her  with  her  hus- 
band, for  if  she  had  she  would 
have  marked  her,  and  made  use  of 
other  expressions  tending  to  show 
that  she  was  highly  exasperated  at 
what  had  occurred*.  On  the  Tues- 
day following,  while  the  deceased 
was  at  work,  a  little  boy  came  to 
tell  him  to  go  home  to  dinner,  and 
about  half-past  twelve  o'clock  he 
lefthis  work  for  that  purpose,  being 
at  the  timein perfect  health.  Here<> 
turned  to  his  work,  and  in  a  short 
time  was  seized  with  cramp  and  vio- 
lentretching,  and  the  symptoms  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  at 
length  he  was  compelled  to  go 
home.  As  he  was  proceeding 
thitheo  he  was  met  by  his  wife. 


M'ho  was  heard  to  say  to  him  that 
he  was  not  half  ill  enough,  and 
that  she  hoped  he  would  be  a  box 
of  "cold  meat"  by  the  morning, 
and  that  she  wished  to  be  his  cold 
nurse.  On  the  same  night  she 
told  a  person  who  went  to  inquire 
after  him,  that  ''she  did  not  think 
he  would  see  Dick  (meaning  her 
husband)  again  soon."  The  de- 
ceased continued  in  dreadful  agony 
until  Wednesday,  the  11th,  when 
he  died.  The  medical  man  who 
had  been  called  in  considered  the 
case  to  be  of  such  a  peculiar  kind 
that  he  expressed  a  wish  to  open 
the  body ;  but  this  was  resolutely 
opposed  by  Mrs.  Brice  and  the 
relations,  and  on  the  Saturday 
following  the  deceased  was  buried 
in  Hitchin  churchyard.  In  con-> 
sequence,  however,  of  the  rumours 
that  were  abroad,  the  coroner  issued 
his  warrant  for  the  disinterment 
of  the  body,  which  was  done,  and 
a  surgical  examination  of  it  took 
place.  No  external  marks  of  vio- 
lence presented  themselves;  but 
upon  the  body  being  opened,  the 
medical  gentleman  was  immedi- 
ately struck  with  its  extraordinary 
appearance,  which  could  not  be 
accounted  for  as  the  result  of  any 
apparent  disease.  There  was,  in 
particular,  one  bright  yellow  spot, 
presenting  a  very  peculiar  aspect; 
A  minute  analysis  of  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  took  place,  and  at 
length  the  presence  of  white  arsenic 
was  distinctly  ascertained,  and  the 
surgeon  deposed  positively  that  the 
man's  death  was  occasioned  by  the 
administration  of  this  poison. 

The  inquiry  was  adjourned,  and 
some  further  witnesses  were  ex- 
amined, but  their  evidence  added 
nothing  to  the  foregoing  particu- 
lars. The  deceased's  wife,  wha 
was  present,  denied  that  she  had 
ever  threatened  her  husband.    The 
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jury,  however,  returned  a  verdict 
of  tvifjul  murder  against  her. 

6.  Benevolent  Conduct  of 
Alderman  Pirie. — This  gentle- 
man was  alarmed,  between  four 
and  live  o'clock,  by  the  noise  of  a 
person  breaking  into  his  house  at 
Gravesend.  With  the  assistance 
of  a  servant  he  captured  the  robber. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  the  alder- 
man went  to  see  him  in  gaol ;  and 
there  the  man  excited  his  com- 
passion by  :i  recital  of  suflFerings 
and  misfortunes,  which,  he  said, 
had  made  liiin  quite  reckless. 
Having  grounds  for  believing  the 
story,  alderman  Pirie  obtained  his 
release  from  prison,  procured  him 
a  berth  on  board  a  ves^l  for 
Sydney,  and  gave  him  an  outfit  fur 
the  voyage. 

—  Trial  at  Montrfal. — The 
newspa|)er4  of  this  date  statu  that 
much  excitement  had  prevailed  at 
Montreal,  in  consequence  of  the 
circumstances  arising  out  of  the 
trial  of  Jalbprt  for  the  murder  of 
lieutenant  Weir.  The  jury  con- 
sisted of  nine  Frenchmen  and  three 
Englishmen.  The  journals  sUitc 
that  the  trial  left  no  doubt  of  Jal- 
bert  havini(  killed  lieutenant  Weir, 
but  the  defence  was  palliatory, 
"  on  the  un)und  of  a  state  of  war 
existing."  The  jury  retired,  and 
after  a  very  long  absence  they 
returned  to  the  court  on  the  Mon* 
day  night,  and  stated  that  they 
could  not  agree.  The  nine  French- 
men and  one  En^li.shman(or  rather 
Scotchman)  were  for  acquitting 
him,  and  tiic  remaining  two  were 
for  a  verdict  against  him.  The 
judge  directed  that  the  jury  should 
be  allowed  a  meal  every  day  at 
twelve  o'clock  till  they  could  agree. 
As  they  remained  firm  to  the  same 
opinions  up  to  the  foil  owing  Wed- 
nesday, they  were  discharged,  and 
a  new  triiu  was  to  be  ordered. 


On  its  being  announced  that  the 
jury  were  discharged,  there  was  a 
general  rush  upon  thcfm  by  the 
mob^  and  several  of  them  were 
roughly  handled.  Some  of  them 
were  beaten  with  sticks,  and  other- 
wise injured.  The  ten  who  were 
for  acquitting  the  prisoner  were 
all  Canadiadh,  eicept  Atwater  (an 
American )  and  a  Sootchman.  The 
two  jurors  who  were  for  finding 
the  prisoner  guilty  were  carried 
home  on  shoulders  of  the  loyalists. 
The  judge  saved  himself  from  the 
mob  by  retiring  to  the  house  of  a 
friend,  and  Jalbert  was  escorted 
to  gaol  by  a  strong  party  of  gre* 
nadiers.  Jalbert  was  an  old  man, 
about  sixty-iive  years  of  age. 

7.  Address  to  thb  Qusbn.— 
A  deputation  from  the  creditors 
of  (he  late  duke  of  Kent  waited 
u|K)n  her  majesty  to  present  an 
humble  address  of  thanks  for  the 
payment  by  her  of  his  royal  high- 
nesses debts.  It  is  said  that  a  sum 
exceeding  50,000/.  was  furnished 
by  her  majesty's  privy  purse  to 
carry  this  act  of  filial  piety  into 
effect. 

8.  Child-Murder.  —  Helen 
Macdonald,  nurse-maid  in  the  fii- 
mily  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Thomson,  of 
Shettleston,  near  Glasgow,  was 
committed  to  Glasgow  gaoijcharged 
with  the  murder  of  her  own  chiM, 
nineteen  months  old.  She  had  had 
twins,  by  a  man  who  absconded; 
one  of  the  children  died  when  an 
infant,  the  other  was  kept  by  s 
woman  of  the  village,  while  Helen 
Macdonald  was  in  service.  She 
sent  for  the  child  to  the  uuuise. 
and  then  deliberately  poisoned  it 
with  oxalic*  acid,  which  die  had 
bought  for  the  purpose  three  davs 
before.  She  was  aaid  to  be  only 
twenty,  of  a  mild  and  prepoissssbg 
appearance;  her  motive  for  the 
crime  wss  supposed  to  have  boon  a 
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desire  to  escape  from  the  burden 
of  supporting  the  child. 

9.  Coach  Robbery.-— A  box^ 
coiitainiDg  5^000/.  in  notes  and 
gold,  was  stolen  from  the  Man- 
Chester  and  Staffordshire  market* 
coach  on  the  night  of  the  9th  inst. 
The  money  was  sent  from  a  Man- 
chester bank  to  a  bank  ^t  Wanley, 
in  the  Potteries.  The  coachman 
took  charge  of  the  boi,  and  placed 
it  in  the  hind-boot.  The  robbery 
must  have  been  effected  between 
Macclesfield  and  Gosworth,  but 
the  box  was  found  on  the  road  not 
far  from  Congleton,  with  the  prin* 
cipal  part  of  its  contents. 

—  WiNDSou  Castlb. — During 
the  night,  some  panes  of  glass  were 
broken  in  the  window  of  the  queen's 
dressing-room  at  Windsor  Cnstle, 
nobody  knew  how,  and  some  curi- 
osity was  excited  on  the  subject. 
An  inspector  of  police,  however,  on 
guard  at  the  Castle,  discovered  the 
offender,  who  had  been  appre- 
hended in  June  last  for  some 
offence,  and  more  recently  been 
imprisoned  for  breaking  the  win- 
dows of  a  chapel.  He  was  arrested 
in  London,  and  confessed  that  he 
had  secreted  himself  in  the  Home 
Park,  and  had  broken  the  panes 
with  stones  flung  over  the  wall. 
The  sentinel  on  duty  must  have 
been  inattentive,  or  he  would  have 
apprehended  the  man  ;  but  nobody 
was  aware  till  the  next  morning 
that  the  glass  had  been  broken. 

11.  Cruelty  to  Apprentices. 
— The  Limerick  papers  of  the  last 
week,  announced  that  an  atrocious 
conspiracy  had  been  discovered,  of 
which  Mr.  Philip  Henry  Holland, 
solicitor,  and  his  wife  Frances 
Holland,  were  to  have  been  the 
victims.  It  was  said  that  ruffians 
had  arrived  from  a  remote  part  of 
Ireland  to  murder  Mr.  ana  Mr& 
HoUandi  and  had  actually  got  m 


far  as  their  bedroom-door,  when 
finding  it  bolted  inside,  they  raa 
away.  From  the  proceedings  ia 
the  magistrates  court  at  Limerick, 
however,  it  '  appeared  that  the 
entire  story  of  the  intended  as^ 
sassination  was  fabricated  by  twa 
children,  apprenticed  servants  of 
Holland.  These  apprentices,  Mary 
Ann  Alcock  and  Henry  Pujalas, 
had  invented  the  story,  and  accused 
themselves  of  being  accomplices,  in 
order  to  get  away  from  their  mas- 
ter's house  $  where  they  were  treat-* 
ed  with  a  sort  of  cruelty  recalling 
the  celebrated  Mrs.  Brownrigg'a 
treatment  of  her  apprentices.  They 
were  flogged,  often  several  times  a 
day,  with  sticks,  holly-switches, 
and  whips  of  cord.  A  surgeon 
declared  that  he  never  saw  a  sol. 
dier*s  back  after  a  flogging  in  a 
worse  state  than  the  poor  girl's, 
her  shift  stuck  close  to  her  back, 
and  the  skin  was  torn  off.  The  boy 
was  scarcely  fit  to  appear  in  court. 
Both  the  cnildren  were  under  thir- 
teen years  of  a^ :  they  were  ema- 
ciated, squalid,  miserable  little 
creatures.  Had  they  not  been  at 
once  put  under  medical  treatment. 
Dr.  Keating,  physician  to^  the  City 
Gaol,  said  that  mortification  and 
death  might  have  ensued.  It  ap^ 
peared  that  on  one  occasion,  Mrs. 
Holland  had  made  the  boy  take  aa 
oath  upon  the  Bible.  The  magis- 
trates therefore  ordered  Holland 
and  his  wife  to  enter  into  recog- 
niiiances,  themselves  in  500L  and 
two  sureties  of  250/.  each,  to  ap- 
pear for  trial  at  the  next  assizes, 
for  an  assault  with  intent  to  com- 
mit grievoua  bodily  harm,  and 
Mrs.  Holland  for  administering  an 
unlawful  oath.  The  decision  of 
the  magistrates  was  received  with 
loud  cheers  by  the  auditors* 

14.  The  Slayer  Cathvrins.-* 
We  extract  from  the  New  York 
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Spectator  of  this  date^  the  follow* 
ing  account  of  the  capture  of  a 
slave-ship^  by  the  British  brig 
Dolphin. 

Frederick  Adolph  Peterson, 
master  of  the  schooner  Catherine, 
of  Baltimore,  was  brought  up  and 
examined  at  the  United  States 
Marshal's  office,  on  a  warrant  is. 
sued  on  the  complaint  of  Robert 
H.  Dundas,  of  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's brig  Dolphin.  The  Cathe- 
rine had  been  fitted  out  at  Havan- 
nah,  cleared  there,  and  the  neces- 
sary papers  obtained  through  the 
office  of  the  American  vice-con- 
sulate. The  cargo  consisted  of 
tobacco  and  spirits;  her  crew  of 
six  American  seamen  and  of 
twenty-five  Spaniards.  The  latter 
were  shipped,  doubtless,  for  actual 
service  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The 
Catherine  is  said  to  be  owned  by 
Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Co., 
of  Baltimore,  a  branch  of  a  Loudon 
bouse.  The  clearance  and  neces- 
sary papers  were  obtained  at  the 
Havannah,  by  a  person  named 
Ting,  who  acted  as  their  agent 
there.  The  Dolphin  fell  in  with 
her  on  the  13th  of  August,  off  the 
coast  of  Africa,  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  harbour  of  Quipo.  She 
gave  her  chase,  and  compelled  her 
to  bring  to  by  firing  several  shots. 
The  Dolphin  boarded  her,  and 
found,  that  though  she  was  sailing 
under  American  colours,  she  had 
the  necessary  planks  for  a  slave - 
deck,  and  all  other  equipments 
usually  found  on  board  a  vessel 
engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  No 
slaves  were  found  on  board,  how- 
ever, but  a  negro  boy,  said  to  be 
the  son  of  an  African  prince,  whom 
they  had  shipped  to  be  used  on  the 
coast  of   Africa.     Among    other 

f>aper8  on  board,  was  the  following 
etter  of  instructions. 
^*  The  main  thing  for  you  to  do 


on  the  vo3rage,  is  to  lie  ready,  in 
case  you  are  boarded  by  a  man-of- 
war,  to  show  your  log-book,  (which 
must  be  regularly  kept  from  the 
time  you  leave  here,)  your  ship's 
papers,  your  charter-party  for 
the  voyage;  your  ship's  roll 
and  instructions:  and  you  are  in 
that  event  to  make  all  concerned 
with  you  American  sailors  accord- 
ing to  your  roll — all  the  others  are 
to  be  passengers.  You  are  to  be 
very  careful  that  in  any  cross- 
questions  you  do  not  commit  your« 
self.  Always  stick  to  the  same 
story.  When  the  vessel  is  dis- 
charged, you  must  at  once  cut 
your  register  in  two  pieces;  one 
piece  you  must  indorse,  direct,  and 
send  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson 
and  Co.,  Baltimore;  the  other 
piece  you  will  bring  with  you, 
and  give  to  me  when  you  return 
here.  You  must  be  very  particu- 
lar about  that,  and  do  not  let  any 
time  pass  after  the  cargo  is  out 
before  you  cut  the  register  in  two 
pieces ;  and  be  careful  to  keep 
them  separate:  throw  one  piece 
overboard  if  you  are  obliged  to 
by  being  boarded  by  a  man-of- 
war.*' 

The  accused  was  committed,  in 
default  of  bail  in  the  sum  of  3^000 
dollars. 

The  supercargo  of  the'sehooner 
killed  himself  by  cutting  his  throat 

—  Fight  between  Railway 
Labourers. — A  riot  of  a  serioos 
description  occurred  on  the  woiks 
of  the  Chester  and  Birkenhnd 
Railway.  It  had  its  origin  in  the 
mutual  animosity  of  the  English 
and  the  Irish  labourers  employiedi 

It  appears  that  portions  of  the 
line  taken  up  by  contractors  hid 
been  sub-let,  as  b  usual  in  works 
of  that  magnitude.  One  of  the 
sub-contractors,  named  6raham« 
represented  as  being  a  strict  nuis* 
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ter,  had  engaged  English  workmen 
exclusively.  This  gave  offence  to 
the  Irish  labourers^  who  sought 
retaliation  for  this  preference,  as 
M'ell  as  for  former  supposed  griev- 
ances. 

On  Monday,  the  14th,  in  con- 
sequence of  Englishmen  being  ex- 
clusively employed  at  the  middle 
portion  of  the  line,  the  Irish 
labourers  assembled  at  Childer 
Thornton  to  beat  them  off;  in 
which  they  succeeded,  by  superior 
numbers  and  the  employment  of 
dangerous  weapons.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  English  mustered 
their  ^rces  and  went  along  the  line, 
from  Childer  Thornton  towards 
Chester,  with  a  determination  to 
drive  the  Irish  from  the  field,  by 
way  of  retaliation.  Near  the 
former  place  they  met  the  Irish, 
and  a  battle  ensued  between  them. 
The  Irish  mustered  about  three 
hundred :  the  English  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  former 
were  armed  with  pick-handles, 
shovels,  and  bludgeons.  The  Eng- 
lish having  only  sticks,  were  over- 
powered. The  neighbourhood  was 
in  great  alarm,  and  several  of  the 
belligerents  were  severely  hurt. 

Information  of  the  disturbance 
having  reached  the  ears  of  the 
magistracy  of  Birkenhead,  Mr. 
Palmer,  the  superintendent  of  the 
constabulary  force  of  the  district, 
was  despatched  to  the  scene  of 
disturbance,  with  the  compara- 
tively few  officers  under  his  com- 
mand. They  reached  Childer 
Thornton,  at  about  four  o'clock, 
on  Tuesday  afternoon ;  but  Mr, 
Palmer,  finding  his  force  altogether 
inadequate  to  suppress  the  ferment 
amonsst  the  disturbers,  busied 
himself  in  ascertaining  the  ring- 
leaders until  further  assistance 
could  be  procured,  and  against 
these  he  obtained  warrants.     On 


Wednesday,  Mr.  Palmer  was  ac- 
tive in  obtaining  further  informa^* 
tion  ;  and  on  that  day,  the  riotous 
Irish  paraded  the  village  in  military 
array,  vowing  vengeance  against 
every  Englishman,  who  should 
work  with  the  obnoxious  contrac- 
tor: between  Sutton  and  Childer 
Thornton  they  met  a  party  of  Eng- 
lish labourers,  who,  being  few  in 
numbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat. 
On  this  occasion,  too,  several  of 
them  were  severely  injured.  On 
Thursday,  in  consequence  of  the 
conduct  of  the  victorious  party, 
(the  Irish,)  and  the  necessity  to 
serve  the  warrants  against  the 
ri  ngleaders,  the  magistrates  though  t 
proper  to  send  for  the  aid  of  the 
military  to  Liverpool  and  Chester. 
We  should  mention,  that  the  riot- 
ers had  previously  taken  possession 
of  the  beer- houses  in  the  hamlet 
of  Childer  Thornton,  and  helped 
themselves  ad  libitum,  to  whatever 
of  the  good  things  they  could  lay 
their  hands  upon.  With  this  ex- 
ception, they  committed  no  depre- 
dation, nor  inflicted  any  personal 
injury  beyond  what  occurred  in 
the  conflict  with  their  fellow- 
workmen. 

A  detachment  of  infantry  from 
Chester,  and  another  from  Liver- 
pool, came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  civil  power. 
The  village,  where  most  of  the 
Irish  lodged,  was,  at  this  time, 
apparently  in  a  state  of  siege,  and 
the  inhabitants  in  great  alarm. 
The  doors  of  the  cottages,  in  which 
some  of  the  rioters  had  ensconced 
themselves,  were  closed  and  bar- 
ricaded. Mr.  Palmer,  however, 
backed  his  horse  against  several 
of  them,  and,  his  horse  bein^  a 
knowing  one,  kicked  out,  so  that 
his  heels  became  an  effectual  bat- 
tering-ram, and  the  boards  gave 
way.  Though  many  of  the  aggre9« 
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sors  fled  across  the  fields^  lie  was 
enabled,  with  the  aid  of  the  mill- 
taiy,  to  apprehend  twenty-six  of 
tlie  ringleaders,  who  were  brought 
to  Birkenhead  on  the  same  night. 
Sixteen  of  them  were  committed 
for  trial  at  the  sessions,  at  Knuts- 
ford :  the  remainder  were  sum- 
marily dealt  with,  by  being  fined 
or  held  to  bail.  It  is  to  the  credit 
of  the  military  apd  the  constabu- 
lary of  Birkenhead,  that  none  of 
the  prisoners  were  hurt  in  their 
capture,  though  three  of  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's men  were  much  beaten  in 
the  cottages  before  the  military 
came  up. 

15.  Coach  Burnt  on  tub 
Railway.  —  As  the  Regulator 
coach,  from  Bristol  to  London, 
was  proceeding  on  one  of  the  up 
trains  to  London,  having  a  quan- 
tity of  luggage  on  the  top,  owing 
to  the  large  quantity  of  sparks 
which  issued  from  the  chimney, 
the  luggage  took  fire,  a  fact  which 
was  only  discovered  by  the  coach- 
man, (who  happened  fortunately 
to  have  remained  inside,)  seeing 
sparks  of  fire  falling  from  the  top 
of  the  coach  by  the  window,  llie 
coachman,  ^at  the  hazard  of  his 
life,  (ihe  trains  going  at  the  rate 
of  forty  miles  an  hour  at  the  time,) 
got  out  and  clambered  on  the  roof, 
and  by  great  exertions  removed 
the  luggage  from  the  roof,  and 
thereby  saved  the  greater  part; 
but  the  brisk  current  of  air  created 
by  the  rapid  speed  at  which  the 
coach  was  progressing  rendered  all 
attempts  to  extinguish  the  flame 
unavailable  until  the  roof  was  de- 
stroyed, when,  the  embers  falling 
inside,  the  guard,  who  had  come 
to  the  coachman's  assibtancei  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  out  the  fire. 

—  *'  Progress"  of  Queen 
Adelaide.  —  Her  miijesty  the 
queen  dowagefj  attended  bj  her 


usual  suite*  lefit  ^  her  residence, 
Bushy-park,  shortly  before  teo 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  for  the 
station  of  the  London  and  Bir- 
mingham railway,  in  Euston- 
square,  from  whence  her  majesty 
proceeded  by  the  twelve  o'clock 
train,  to  the  seat  of  the  earl  of 
Denbigh^  Newnham  Paddocks, 
Warwickshire.  Ahor  a  stay  of 
about  a  week  her  majesty  paid  i 
visit  to  earl  Howe,  at  Gopsall- 
hall,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Drayton  manor,  the  seat  of  sir 
R.  PeeL  Her  majesty  also  ho- 
noured Belvoir  castle  with  her 
presence.  The  warmest  demon. 
strations  of  aflTectionate  greeting 
were  evervwhere  displayed,  but 
more  espcaally  by  the  conservative 
party,  both  among  the  gentry  and 
towns- people.  Indeed,  so  strong 
and  marked  was  the  expression  of 
their  respect  and  attachment  to 
her  majesty,  as  to  excite  a  very 
bitter  tone  of  comment  in  tlie  or- 
gans of  the  ministerial  party.  It 
was  expected  that  her  majesty 
would  also  visit  Chatsvortfa,  but 
this  puriiose,  if  entertained,  was 
afterwaras  given  up,  a  circum- 
stance which  was  made  a  subject 
of  similar  misconstruction. 

16.  Trades'  Unions. — At  the 
Middlesex  sessions  Richard  Hart, 
W.  Holland,  John  Perry,  and  Wil- 
Ham  Bibb,  were  charged  with  hav- 
ing assaulted  Charles  Coleman  oo 
the  17th  of  June  previous. 

Mr.  Clarkson,  who  appeared  for 
the  prosecution,  said  that  the  jury 
were  of  course  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence among  the  working  men  in 
the  metropolis  of  such  things  as 
*'  trades'  unions,"  whose  wyect 
was  to  prevent  parties  from  work- 
ing at  any  other  rate  of  payment 
or  for  any  other  hours  than  mch 
as  they  might  think  proper  to  die* 
Me,  and  furthermoiei  to  prcTent 
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masters  from  employing  any  jour* 
iieymen  who  did  not  belong  to  one 
of  those  illegal  societies.  The  de* 
fendants  at  the  bar  were  members 
of  one  of  those  associations. 

The  masters,  with  a  view  to 
their  own  protection  against  the 
ruinous  consequences  which  might 
befull  them,  had  resolved,  that 
])rior  to  engaging  any  workmen 
they  would  require  the  parties  to 
sign  a  declaration,  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  not  members,  nor 
would  become  so^  of  any  of  the 
trades'  unions. 

The  prosecutor  was  a  journey- 
man carpenter,  in  the  employ  of 
a  builder  of  the  name  of  Taylor. 
At  the  period  of  enterin(<  into 
that  gentleman's  employ  he  had 
signed  a  document  to  this  effect, 
which  becoming  known  amongst 
the  other  journeymen,  had  given 
the  defendants,  as  well  as  many 
others,  the  most  signal  offence. 
The  consequence  had  been,  that 
they  had  taken  every  opportunity 
to  insult  him.  In  the  month  of 
June  last,  Mr.  Taylor  was  con- 
cerned in  the  erection  of  some 
houses  in  Hyde -park  square,  and 
the  prosecutor,  amongst  others, 
had  been  employed  to  perform  a 
particular  part  of  the  work.  It 
was  during  one  of  his  journies  from 
home  to  that  place  that  the  offence 
complained  of  had  been  committed. 
Indeed,  for  some  time  previously 
lie  had  been  so  much  annoyed  by 
the  union  people,  that  his  life  had 
been  a  perfect  misery  to  him.  Oo 
the  day  mentioned  in  the  indict* 
ment,  having  taken  his  breakfast, 
he  set  out  on  his  return  to  his 
work,  when  upon  his  approach  to 
the  square  there  was  a  part  of  the 
road  where  he  had  to  pass  through 
a  narrow  passage,  on  either  side  of 
which  was  a  heap  of  stones  piled. 
As  8000  as  he  bad  arrived  at  this 


spot>  he  found  the  defendants  and 
a  number  of  other  journeymen  as- 
sembled, who,  on  seeing  him,  be. 
gan  to  hoot  and  hiss.  The  de- 
^ndant  Hart  had  planted  himself 
at  the  end  of  the  passage,  and  held 
out  his  arm  to  prevent  iiis  pro- 
ceeding. The  prosecutor  upon  this 
desired  that  he  should  not  be  in- 
terrupted in  that  manner,  and  at 
the  same  moment  endeavoured  to 
force  his  way  onward.  Hart  then 
said,  ''  Are  you  not  ashamed  of 
havintr  signed  that  b — y  docu- 
ment?** To  this  the  prosecutor 
made  no  reply,  but  put  the  defen- 
dant's hand  on  one  side;  where- 
upon the  defendant  said,  *'  Oh, 
that's  what  you  mean,  is  it  ?*'  and 
then  calling  out  to  his  associates, 
who  by  this  time  amounted  to  be- 
tween 100  and  200  persons,  said, 
"  Now  give  it  to  him,  let's  serve 
him  out."  Hart  and  Holland  in- 
stantly began  to  beat  the  prosecu- 
tor, and  in  the  course  of  a  minute 
or  two  he  was  surrounded  and 
knocked  down  and  kicked  in  a 
most  brutal  manner.  With  some 
difficulty  he  regained  his  legs,  but 
was  several  times  again  knocked 
down  by  the  defendants  and  others. 
When  he  appeared  to  be  reduced 
to  a  state  of  exhaustion,  the  party 
left  him,  and  he  then  with  consi- 
derable difficulty  got  up.  He  had, 
however,  scarcely  done  so  ere 
Perry  came  up  and  struck  him  so 
violently  that  be  was  once  more 
felled  to  the  earth.  Eventually  he 
went  to  a  magistrate,  and  the  de- 
fendants were  apprehended,  but 
their  associates  had  hitherto  eluded 
the  attempts  of  the  officers  to  take 
them.  The  prosecutor  in  the  affray 
sustained  such  severe  injury  as  to 
render  him  unable  to  work  for  a 
fortnight.  The  learned  counsel) 
after  a  few  other  remarks,  called 
the  proeectttori  whose  evideQCOi 
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backed  by  a  witness,  fully  corro-  qucen^  continued  his  route  to  St. 
borated  the  statement  he  had  Cloud.  A  considerable  crowd  col- 
made,  lee  ted  round  the  carriage  whilst 

Mr.  M.  Thompson  then  ad-  it  stopped^  and  seemed  to  express 
dressed  the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  respectful  interest.  Their  maies* 
defendants,  and  called  witnesses  ties  were  cheered  as  the  carnage 
whose  testimony  was  of  a  nature  drove  off.  The  stone  which  strudk 
which  richly  merited  the  severe  the  queen  must  have  passed  be- 
reprehension  it  received  from  the  tween  the  narrow  space  left  by  the 
chairman,  who  in  passing  sentence  officer  of  ordnance  on  horseback, 
observed,  that  "  as  to  the  three  whose  body  covered  the  carriage- 
witnesses  who  had  been  called  for  door.  The  stone  was  large  and 
the  defence,  were  he  to  have  a  rounds  and  must  have  been  hurled 
choice  he  must  say  that  he  would  with  great  violence  to  break  a 
far  rather  be  in  the  position  of  one  thick  glass  at  so  great  a  distance, 
of  the  defendants;  for  he  thought  The  woman  who  was  arrested  uas 
if  those  individuals  had  anything  named  Stephanie  Girondelle,  and 
like  a  conscience  they  could  not  was  a  servant  out  of  place.  Her 
avoid  feeling  that  they  had  that  head  was  tied  up  in  a  red  hand, 
day  most  deeply  perjured  them-  kerchief,  and  her  person  covered 
selves.  The  sentence  of  the  court  with  rags.  The  first  answers  which 
was,  that  Hart  and  Perry  should  she  made  to  the  questions  address- 
be  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  cor-  cd  to  her  by  the  prefect  of  police, 
rection  for  four  months,  and  that  who  was  on  the  spot  directly  after 
Holland  and  Bibb  should  also  be  the  occurrence,  led  him  to  ima- 
imprisoned  for  three  months."  gine  that  she  was  insane  ;  which 

18.  Assault  on  tub  French  opinion  was  afterwards  confirmed. 
Queen. — The  Paris  papers  con-  On  her  examination,  it  was  re- 
tain particulars  of  an  attempt  by  markedto  her  that  the  stone  thrown 
a  mad  woman  to  injure  the  king  into  the  king's  carriage  seemed  in 
and  queen  of  France  by  throwing  some  sort  polished  on  all  its  sides, 
a  stone  into  their  carriage.  It  and  that  it  must  have  required 
appeared  that  at  five  o'clock  in  much  time  and  labour  to  give  it  that 
the  afternoon,  just  as  the  carriage  appearance.  She  answered^  with 
containing  the  king,  the  queen,  the  volubility  which  characterised 
and  the  princess  Adelaide,  had  ar-  all  her  replies,  *  Ah  yes !  I  have 
rived  at  the  end  of  the  railings  on  carried  it  a  long  time  ;  I  know  it 
the  quay  of  the  Tuileries,  a  large  well ;  I  know  well  that  it  is  po- 
stone,  hurled  with  great  violence,  lished.'  The  attorney-general har- 
struck  the  right  carriage-window,  ing  interrogated  her  briefly,  ex« 
which  it  shivered  to  atoms,  and,  pressed  his  conviction  that  she 
having  bounded  back  from  the  was  out  of  her  mind.  Two  eminent 
roof,  fell  upon  the  queen's  head,  physicians,  Drs.  Chomel  and  Vig- 
which  it  bruised  severely.  The  nardonne,  were  accordingly  sent 
author  of  this  attempt  was  a  wo-  for  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
man,  who  was  immediately  ar-  her  mental  and  bodily  health. 
rested.  The  king  ordered  the  They  dedared  that  she  laboured 
coachman  to  stop ;  but  having  as«  under  an  absence  of  all  intellectual 
sured  himself  that  no  immediate  faculty, 
danger  was  apprehended  by  the  ^-*  Great  Flood  XK  thb  Wxsr 
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OF  England.  —  Accounts  from 
Somersetshire  mention  very  heavy 
rains  during  tliis  week,  by  which 
that  part  of  the  county  between 
Ilminster  and  llchester^  became  in- 
undated, and  for  some  days  almost 
a  total  stop  was  put  to  travelling 
in  that  part  of  the  county.  Con- 
siderable damage  was  done  to  pro- 
perty situated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  rivers.  The  town  of 
Ilchester  in  particular  stood  like 
an  island  in  a  sea  of  water.  No 
serious  accident  is  reported  to 
have  occurred  ;  though  in  one  in- 
stance a  night  coach  the  Vivid, 
owing  to  the  depth  of  water  (in 
some  places  not  less  than  four 
feet),  got  off  the  road  and  stuck 
fast  in  a  bank  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  and  the  passengers 
were  obliged  to  wait  till  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ilchester  came 
to  their  rescue  with  carts  and 
horses.  The  following  instance 
given  by  the  Sherborne  Gazette, 
of  the  sagacity  of  a  Newfoundland 
dog,  under  similar  circumstances 
may  be  thought  worth  recording. 
On  the  18th  when  the  flood  was 
at  its  height,  a  man  named  Bart- 
lett  was  coming  in  a  cart  on  the 
road  from  Thornford  to  Bradford, 
M'here  the  road  was  flooded  with 
water  to  a  considerable  depth, 
which  ran  with  such  violence 
tliat  the  cart  was  completely 
overturned,  and  Bartlett  under  it. 
The  dog  which  had  been  swim- 
ming directly  at  the  head  of  the 
horse,  missed  the  man  and  the 
cart;  and  turning  back,  dived  and 
seized  Bartlett  by  the  collar  of 
his  coat,  drew  him  from  under 
the  cart,  and  swam  with  him  to 
the  bank,  when  he  got  over  into 
a  field ;  as  soon  as  the  dog  saw 
the  man  safe,  he  immediately 
plunged  into  the  water  again, 
svfjsixn  afier^  and  seized  the  horse 


by  the  ear,  kept  his  head  above 
water,  and  brought  him  to  the 
bank.  Bartlett,  who  had  by  this 
time  come  to  himself,  ran  down 
the  field  to  where  the  dog  was 
still  keeping  up  the  horse,  which 
he  extricated  from  the  shafts.  The 
horse  on  being  liberated  immedi- 
ately sunk,  but  shortly  after  ap« 
peared  again  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  3  and  after  a  time,  the  dog 
which  had  never  let  go  his  hold, 
brought  the  horse  to  a  place  where 
he  was  got  out  of  the  water,  and 
thus  saved  the  life  of  both  the  man 
and  his  horse. 

—  Suicide.-— The  unreasoning 
interest  shown  about  the  suicide 
of  Margaret  Moyes,  in  no  ways 
distinguished  from  other  cases  of 
the  like  painful  nature,  save  in 
the  locality  chosen  for  its  perpe- 
tration, was  not  slow  in  proaucmg 
its  proper  fruits*  A  boy  of  fifteen, 
anxious  apparently  to  obtain  simi- 
lar notoriety,  fixed  on  the  same 
spot  to  make  away  with  himself. 
It  appeared,  that  his  name  was 
Hawes,  son  to  a  widow  at  Chelsea. 
About  five  in  the  afternoon,  Hawes 
ascended  the  Monument,  with  four 
other  persons,  who  soon  afterwards 
came  down.  Two  ladies  then  went 
up ;  and  on  coming  down,  said  to 
Jenkins  the  porter,  ^*  There's  only 
a  boy  up  now."  At  that  instant 
the  falling  body  of  the  boy  was 
seen,  and  Jenkins  said  -»  "  Ah, 
poor  fellow,  he's  down  now ! " 
Several  persons  in  the  street  had 
seen  him  climb  over  the  iron 
breast-work  of  the  gallery,  stand 
upon  the  edge  of  the  coping  out- 
side for  about  a  minute,  and  then 
leap  down.  The  body  reached 
the  ground  about  forty  feet  from 
the  base  of  the  column.  The  back 
part  of  the  head  was  smashed  ; 
both  legs  were  broken,  one  at  the 
socket  of  the  thigh ;  but  the  face 
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was  not  even  scratched.  The  about  Margaret  Moyes's  suicide, 
corpse  was  taken  to  St.  Nfagnus's  and  frequently  read  about  mar* 
Deadhouse,  and  there  recognized  ders.  He  was  discharged  because 
by  one  of  the  St.  Ann's  scholars,  he  never  showed  a  desire  to  do  any- 
The  Bible  presented  to  Hawes  at  thing.  Sometimes  he  was  violent 
school  was  found  on  the  floor  of  to  the  servants,  and  once  threat- 
the  gallery ;  some  passages  relat-  ened  to  murder  the  housemaid, 
ing  to  death  were  underscored.  A  He  would  stand  recklessly  on  one 
coroner's  inquest  on  the  body  was  leg  on  the  window-sill  while  dean- 
held  next  day.  The  boy's  mother,  ing  the  windows;  and  just  before 
a  widow,  stated  the  following  par-  he  left  his  place  on  Friday,  at- 
ticulars  respecting  his  employment  tempted  to  throw  himself  out  of 
and  habit  of  mind.  '*  The  deceased  the  window.  Hearing  this,  Mr. 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  I  had  M'Donald  spoke  to  him  seriously, 
not  seen  him  for  five  weeks  pre.  and  discharged  him. 
vious  to  his  committing  the  dread-  From  the  evidence  of  Jenkins, 
ful  act.  He  had  been  living  for  the  porter  at  the  Monument,  it 
four  months  in  the  service  of  Mr.  appeared  that  the  iron  bar,  which 
M'Donald,  a  surgeon  residing  in  was  bent  by  the  body  ci  Margaret 
Princes-Street,  Cavendish-square;  Moyes  in  her  fall,  had  not  been 
from  whose  service  I  have  since  removed,  and  that  many  persons 
learned  he  was  discharged  on  had  been  to  look  at  it.  The 
Friday  mornins,  the  day  on  which  coroner  very  truly  observed,  that 
he  destroyed  himself.  He  was  this  was  pandering  to  a  reprehen* 
educated  at  the  St.  Anne*s  So.  sible  curiosity, 
ciety  Schools.  I  have  never  heard  The  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
him  express  a  wish  or  a  threat  to  "  temporary  derangement ;  "  and 
destroy  himself.  He  was  naturally  again  recommended  that  means 
of  a  melancholy  disposition,  even  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
while  at  school.  The  last  time  I  repetition  of  suicide  in  the  same 
saw  him  ali?e,  he  said  his  master  manner. 

had  been  blaming  him  for  break-  19.     Discovebt  of  thb  Mui« 

ing  some  things,  and  he  appeared  derers  of  Constable  Lawlob*— 

very  distressed  at  it."     Being  fur*  The  per|)etratorsof  this  crime  were 

ther  questioned  by  the  coroner,  at  length  discovered  in  the  follow- 

Mrs.  Hawes  said,  that  her  hus«  ing  manner:  a  boy  passing  through 

band,  the  boy's  father  was  insane,  the  nursery  gardens  of  Mr.  Laffan, 

and  had  killed  himself.  The  Bible  in  Blackpool, on  Saturday  momiDg, 

which  was  found  in  the  gallery  happened  to  pull    straws  from  a 

of  tlic  Monument  was  produced,  thatched    watch-house,   when   he 

Several  passages  were  underscored;  discovered  a  bayonet  secreted  in 

but,  with  one  exception,  they  had  the  roofing.     He  immediately  told 

no  reference  to  sudden  death,  and  it  to  the  gardener,  who  sent  it  to 

might  have  been  texts  of  sermons  the  Bridewell,  where  it  was  reeog* 

he   had   heard.      Mr.  M'Donald,  nized  as   that  which   was  taken 

the  surgeon  in  whose  employ  he  from  sub-constable  Harford  on  the 

had   been   since  June  last,   con-  night  of  the  homicide.     This  led 

sider'ed  him  of  ''  unsound  mind,  to  the  supposition  that  the  mur- 

but  not  of  weak  intellect."     He  derers  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 

had  often  spoken  to  the  servants  the  garden,  and  a  party  of  coosta- 
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bulary  searched  the  neighbourhood^ 
and  arrested^  on  suspicion,  four 
men  of  noted  bad  characters.  On 
one  of  them  in  particular,  named 
WiUiam  Harnett,  suspicion  rested, 
and  sub-constable  Harford  asserted 
that  he  had  little  doubt  on  his 
mind  as  to  his  being  one  of  the 
robbers.  The  police  having  re- 
moved the  upper  thatch  of  the 
watch-house,  found  between  the 
new  and  old  roofing  constable 
Lawlor's  carbine,  Mr.  Trenwith's 
coat,  and  a  firearm  about  three 
feet  long,  the  barrel  of  which  was 
evidently  that  of  a  military  musket 
cut  short,  and  laid  in  a  small  stock. 
On  the  following  Monday  morning, 
about  seven  o'clock,  a*  man  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  Bridewell, 
and  offered  to  give  information  of 
the  murderers,  inquiring  whether, 
on  account  of  so  doing,  he  could 
be  let  off.  He  stated  that  his 
name  was  Patrick  Roche,  and  that 
he,  armed  with  a  heavy  stick, 
Hartnett  (who  was  arrested  on  the 
Saturday  night),  armed  with  an 
old  sword,  and  a  fellow  named 
James  Casey,  armed  with  a  short 
gun,  proceeded  to  the  Glanmire- 
road,  where  they  robbed  Mr.  Tren- 
with  ;  that  when  Lawlor  and  his 
party  overtook  them,  Casey  mur- 
dered the  unfortunate  victim. 
Hartnett  was  engaged  with  Har- 
ford, and  he  himself  was  the 
man  who  knocked  Harford  down. 
After  the  murder  was  perpetrated, 
Roche  and  his  confederates  went 
into  a  field  by  the  road,  and  re- 
mained there  a  short  time.  They 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Casey's 
house  in  Combmakers*. alley,  near 
the  nursery  gardens,  and  concealed 
the  arms  and  coat  where  they  were 
found.  On  hearing  this  statement, 
several  of  the  police-guard  instantly 
went  in  pursuit  of  Casey,  but 
arrived  at  his  bouse  »  few  moments 


after  he  had  left  it.  They  then 
made  a  strict  search  through  the 
premises,  and  discovered  a  cavern 
under  the  ground-floor,  in  which 
they  found  a  large  quantity  of 
seemingly  stolen  articles,  besides  a 
piece  of  a  barrel  of  a  musket  which 
had  bean  sawn  off,  and  which  fitted 
the  bore  of  that  found  in  the 
watch-house.  Sub- constable  Har- 
ford fully  identified  Roche  as  the 
man  who  knocked  him  down,  and 
the  piece  of  cloth  torn  from  the 
coat  of  the  fellow  by  Mr.  Trenwith 
in  thecourse  of  theconflict  matched 
the  loose  coat  worn  by  Roche. 

—  Inquest.— An  inquest  was 
held  before  Mr.  Wakley,  on  the 
body  of  Miss  £.  Hazard,  who  died 
in  childbirth,  in  Rosoman -street, 
Clerkenwell.  The  deceased  was 
only  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was 
said  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  lady 
of  large  fortune  in  Somersetshire. 
She  had  been  seduced  about  twelve 
months  before,  under  promise  of 
marriage;  and  her  mother  having 
lately  found  her  to  be  in  the  family 
way,  removed  her  to  London,  and 
she  was  taken  from  the  house  of 
her  brother-in-law,  the  rev.  Mr. 
Durrant,  of  the  Adelphi  chapel,  to 
the  lodging  in  which  she  was  con- 
fined. The  child  died  in  twenty 
minutes  after  its  birth,  and  the 
mother  died  in  convulsions  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  "natural  death." 

—  Robbery.— A  poor  man 
named  Richard  Goodman,  a  coach- 
man out  of  place,  was  rescued 
from  drowning  in  the  Serpentine, 
by  two  boatmen  in  the  employ  of 
the  royal  Humane  Society.  He 
was  put  into  a  warm  bath,  and  on 
partial  recovery  went  into  violent 
convulsions,  raved  like  a  madmaOj 
and  four  persons  were  required 
hold  him ;  he  was  bled  profuselfr* 
and  the  next  morning  taken  to  I 
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own  Louse.  When  he  was  able  to  judge,  Mr.  Cooper, charged  the  jury 
speak  rationally,  he  said  that  he  strongly  for  a  verdict  against  the 
had  been  to  receive  some  money^  defendant,  and  obtained  one :  sen« 
and  on  his  return  home,  being  tence  was  deferred, 
perfectly  sober  at  the  time,  two  —  Flood  in  Ibeland. — The 
men,  one  of  them  a  soldier,  came  town  of  Wexford  and  its  neigh- 
upon  him  just  as  he  was  crossing  bourhood  were  visited  within  the 
the  bridge  over  the  Serpentine  :  last  few  davs  with  the  most  incle« 
the  soldier  thrust  his  hand  into  ment  weather  recollected  by  the 
his  trousers-pocket,  and  snatched  oldest  inhabitant.  It  rained  with- 
a  5/.  note.  Goodman  caught  him  outintermissiononFriday  the  18th, 
by  the  collar,  and  a  struggle  and  the  evening  closed  with  vi?id 
ensued,  when  the  other  man  inter-  flashes  of  lightning,  accompanied 
fered,  and  the  two  robbers  threw  by  loud  peals  of  thunder.  Two 
him  over  the  bridge ;  he  clung  to  stacks  of  corn  near  Kyle  were 
the  parapet,  but  a  blow  compelled  ignited  by  the  electric  fluid,  and 
him  to  loose  his  hold :  he  tried  to  totally  consumed.  On  the  follow- 
save  himself  by  swimming,  and  ing  morning  the  rain  canae  down 
called  out  to  two  women,  who  in  torrents,  as  if  the  cataracts  of 
alarmed  the  boatmen.  heaven  were  let  loose  without 
—  Libel.— Late  accounts  from  restraint  upon  the  earth.  In  the 
Australia  mention  a  trial  for  libel,  course  of  a  few  hours  the  waters 
which  had  excited  much  interest  accumulated  to  the  height  of  se- 
in  the  colony.  The  publisher  of  veral  feet  in  the  streets;  and  all 
the  South  Australian  was  prose-  intercourse  between  the  inhabit- 
cuted  by  Mr.  George  Milner  Ste-  antswas  completely  barred,  except 
phen,  the  colonial  secretary ;  who  by  means  of  boats.  In  some  of  the 
conducted  his  own  cause,  and  was  lower  parts  of  the  townj  the  in- 
his  own  principal  witness.  The  mates  of  the  houses  were  compelled 
newspaper  charged  him  with  mak-  to  make  their  escape  through  the 
ing  a  false  statement  respecting  attic  windows  into  boats  placed 
the  sale  of  some  land,  called  the  underneath  to  receive  them. 
Milner  estate.  Mr.  Stephen,  it  Mr.  Coady,  proprietor  of  a 
was  said,  had  given  out  that  half  ropewalk  in  this  part  of  the  town, 
of  the  property  in  question  was  was  a  great  sufferer,  a  large  quan- 
sold  for  10,000/.  -,  whereas  it  was  tity  of  his  materials  having  been 
never  sold  at  all,  and  the  state-  destroyed.  The  water^  from  the 
ment  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  want  of  sufficient  channel  ooune 
inducing  persons  to  give  a  high  to  the  sea,  accumulated  nearly  to 
price  for  his  land.  On  his  cross-  the  height  of  twelve  feet  in  his 
examination  by  the  defendant*s  premises ;  and  several  hones, 
counsel,  Mr.  Stephen  cut  a  some-  placed  there  as  a  place  of  nresamed 
what  shabby  figure ;  and  from  one  safety,  were  carried  off  their  kgs 
of  his  own  letters,  published  after  by  the  flood,  and  were  seen  swim* 
the  trial  in  the  government  paper,  ming  about  in  all  directions^  they 
the  South  Australian  Gazette^  it  were  all,  however^  after  much  ex- 
appears  that  he  had  authorised  the  ertion  brought  to  terra  Jlnna^  ex« 
publication  of  a  statement  in  that  cept  one,  which  was  drowned  in 
newspaper  that  he  had  sold  half  of  the  stable.  A  farmer  named  Mur- 
the  Milner  estate  for  i20,000/.  The  phy^  with  a  hone  and  car  Jaden 
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with  butter^  not  conceiving  the 
water  to  have  risen  to  such  a 
height,  drove  down  the  road  from 
the  distillery  until  the  poor  animal 
gi)t  beyond  its  depths  and  both  the 
horse  and  man  were  swimming 
about  for  several  minutes  until 
rescued  by  some  courageous  indi- 
viduals. The  butter  was  carried 
out  to  sea^  but  recovered  by  some 
sailors,  and  restored  to  the  owner. 
A  good  deal  of  hay  was  carried 
away^  and  stacks  spoilt.  In  one 
house  the  water  had  risen  to  the 
second  story,  where  was  an  infant 
in  a  cradle,  when  a  Mr.  Clarke 
swam  to  the  relief  of  the  little 
creature,  and  bore  it  safely  to  one 
of  the  ships'  boats  in  attendance. 
Several  perches  of  the  old  town 
wall  at  the  Duddery  and  some 
division  walls  fell  down,  but 
luckily  no  person  was  hurt.  It 
would  appear  that  this  extraordi- 
nary fall  of  water  extended  within 
a  comparatively  narrow  circle  about 
the  town,  and  in  the  country  gene- 
rally, little  injury  was  sustained. 

21.  Hoax. — A  rumour  of  lord 
Brougham's  death  was  extensively 
circulated  on  Monday  evening.  A 
letter  was  reported  to  have  been 
received  by  Mr.  Alfred  Montgom- 
ery, a  friend  of  lord  Brougham, 
from  Westmoreland,  bearing  the 
signature  of  Mr.  Shafto,  a  gentle- 
man then  on  a  visit  at  Brougham 
Hall.  The  letter  stated  minutely 
the  particulars  of  lord  Brougham's 
decease.  It  was  said  that  his 
lordship,  with  Mr.  Leader  and 
Mr.  Shafto,  was  travelling  in  a 
landau  hired  at  Penrith,  on  an  ex- 
cursion to  a  part  of  lord  Brough- 
am's property ;  that  the  horses 
became  restive,  and  overturned  the 
carriage  into  a  ditch ;  that  one  of 
the  horses  stunned  lord  Brougham 
with  a  kick  on  the  head»  and  then 
the  carriage  falling  on  his  body, 
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killed  him  at  once.  Mr.  Leader  was 
also  said  to  have  been  dreadfully 
hurt,  while  Mr.  Shafto  escaped. 

Anxious  inquiries  were  made  at 
lord  Brougham's  house  in  Grafton 
Street — lady  Brougham  and  her 
daughter  being  at  Brighton — whe- 
ther any  news  of  thefatalaccident 
had  been  received  from  Westmore- 
land ;  but  no  intelligence  of  the 
kind  had  reached  the  domestics. 
More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  called. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Morning 
Chronicle  and  Morning  Post,  as- 
suming that  the  report  was  well- 
founded,  published  obituary  notices 
of  his  lordship —both  eloquent, 
and  written  in  a  very  generous 
spirit.  The  Times  discredited  the 
rumour;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  its  falsehood  was  ascer- 
tained, and  it  turned  out,  that 
though  lord  Brougham,  Mr. 
Leader,  Miss  Eden,  Mr.  Edmunds^ 
and  Mr.  Shafto,  had  gone  on  an 
excursion,  and  their  carriage  had 
broken  down,  nobody  was  hurt, 
except  the  driver  and  one  of  Mr. 
Shafto's  servants :  lord  Brougham 
and  Mr.  Leader  walked  back  to 
Brougham  Hall,  a  distance  of 
thirteen  miles. 

The  singular,  and  hitherto  un- 
explained part  of  the  transaction, 
is,  that  such  a  letter  actually  had 
been  received  by  Mr.  Alfred  Mont- 
gomery, a  particular  friend  of  lord 
Brougham,  bearing  the  signature 
of  Mr.  Shafto,  who  however,  posi- 
tively disclaimed  all  knowledge  of 
it. —  Who  the  writer  really  was  has 
not  been  ascertained,  or  at  least 
made  public,  but  the  directions 
which  some  speculations  had  taken 
on  the  subject  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  lord  Brougham 
thought  it  necessary  to  write  to  a 
friend  in  town,denyinginindi  t 
language^  that  he  originatea 
P 
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countenanced  the  hoax  about  his 
death.  His  lordship  said,  that 
having  been  more  than  once  killed 
by  the  newspapers^  and  expecting 
that  the  accident  which  really- 
happened  would  be  exaggerated, 
he  took  the  precaution  to  write  to 
Mr.  Eden  his  brother-in-law,  and 
Mr.  Miller  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Office,  who  would  both  have  at 
once  contradicted  the  rumour,  but 
unhappily  they  were  absent  from 
London,  and  did  not  get  his  letter. 
Besides,  he  must  have  been  aware 
from  former  experience,  that  by 
spreading  a  report  of  his  death,  he 
should  only  provoke  attacks  in 
many  newspapers. 

22.  Highway  Robhery. — This 
evening,  as  Mr.  Dean,  a  farmer  of 
Imber,  was  returnlag  from  Devi- 
zes Green  Fair,  just  as  he  had  en- 
tered Salisbury  Plain  he  was  at- 
tacked by  four  men,  who  violently 
Sulled  him  off  his  horse,  put  their 
ands  upon  his  mouth,  and  rifled 
his  pockets,  from  which  they  took 
60/.,  and  then  decamped.  In  a 
few  minutes  after,  Mr.  Morgan,  of 
Chitteen,  came  up,  and,  hearing 
of  what  had  taken  place,  turned 
his  horse,  and  boldly  pursued  the 
robbersj  with  whom  he  soon  came 
up.'  In  consequence  of  the  rascals 
threatening  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
keep  at  a  distance,  but  at  the  same 
time  giving  the  alarm  and  retaining 
sight  of  them,  until  Mr.  Hooper, 
of  Gore  Farm,  came  up  with  some 
men,  and  a  double-barrelled  gun,  to 
his  assistance.  After  three  hours 
hot  pursuit,  and  considerable  re- 
sistance from  the  robbers,  three 
out  of  the  four  were  captured. 
No  sooner  had  the  fellows  been 
seized,  than  one  of  them  suddenly 
fell  down  and  expired.  It  was 
thought  at  first  that  he  feigned 
death  ;  but  after  more  miaute  in- 
spection, it  was  found  that  he  was 


really  dead.  On  the  following 
morning,  the  route  which  the  rob- 
bers had  taken  was  examined^  when 
all  the  money  taken  on  the  previous 
evening  was  found.  There  ap- 
peared no  doubt  that  these  men 
were  connecter!  with  a  strong  gang 
of  the  most  daring  robbers,  who 
had  been  infesting  the  plain  for  the 
last  twelve  months.  Not  a  single 
week  for  the  last  three  months  had 
passed  without  one  or  two  rob- 
beries having  been  committed  on 
some  part  of  the  Plain. 

23.  Extraordinary  Case  of 
Manslaughter. — An  inquest  was 
held  at  Buckland,  near  Ashton 
Clinton,  Buckinghamshire,  on  the 
corpse  of  John  Choles,  a  respect- 
able farmer,  residing  at  Buckland, 
and  about  sixty  years  oi  age.  It 
appeared,  that  Choles  and  another 
farmer^  Thomas  Pattison,  also  re- 
siding at  Buckland,  and  a  man  of 
good  character,  had  been  spend- 
ing the  evening  together  at  the 
New  Inn,  Buckland  Wharf,  where 
they  both  drank  too  freely ;  that 
they  left  the  ion  to  go  home 
about  ten  o'clock ;  that  soon  aft;er- 
wards  Pattison  ran  up  to  a  police- 
man on  the  road,  and  tola  him 
that  he  had  just  killed  a  man-> 
Kibble  the  sweep,  he  believed,  of 
Tring,  after  a  "  hard  tussle,"  by 
throttling  him  and  beating  him 
on  the  head  with  his  right  fist 
till  he  died.  The  policeman  sum- 
moned two  men  to  his  assist- 
ance, and  proceeding  to  the  place 
pointed  out  by  Pattison,  round 
that  the  dead  man  was  Choles, 
the  farmer.  The  deceased  had 
not  been  robbed — bank-notes  and 
gold  were  found  in  his  pocket. 
Pattison  sat  on  a  bank  about  foar 
yards  from  the  body,  and  said, 
*'  There  be  lies— he  is  dead^  and 
I  killed  him  :  they  must  send  two 
men  to  murder  me  another  tima;" 
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and  then  he  talked  some  nonsense 
about  Whiggism  and  Toryism. 
The  two  farmers  had  always  been 
excellent  friends.  The  inquest 
was  adjourned  to  Thursday ;  when 
no  additional  evidence  of  import- 
ance was  produced,  except  a  smock- 
frock  worn  by  Pattison,  of  which 
the  arms  were  soaked  with  blood. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
*'  Manslaughter  "against  Pattison. 
Nobody  could  guess  Pattison's 
motive  for  killing  his  friend. 

—  Earthquake.  —  Shocks  of 
an  earthquake  were  felt  in  almost 
every  part  of  Scotland  about  a 
quarter  past  ten  on  this  night. 
l>om  Comrie,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grampians,  as  from  a  centre,  the 
vibrations  extended  North,  South, 
East,  and  West.  In  Inverness, 
Aberdeen,  Pertir,  Forfar,  Edin- 
burgh, Fife,  Glasgow,  North  Ber» 
wick,  and  many  other  places, 
shocks  were  felt ;  but  along  the 
line  of  the  Grampians  they  were 
most  perceptible.  The  Fife  Herald 
declares  the  subterranean  convul- 
sions to  have  been  more  sensibly 
distinct  than  any  experienced  since 
the  great  earthquake  at  Lisbon, 
whose  movements  were  felt  over 
the  whole  British  islands.  The 
tremulous  motion  was  continued 
for  the  space  of  sixty  or  seventy 
seconds.  No  subterranean  sound 
accompanied  the  con  vulsions,  which 
seemed  to  pass  eastward  in  rapid 
succession,  at  first  with  consider- 
able violence  and  with  a  disagree- 
able complex  motion,  but  which 
latterly  subsided  to  a  slight  hori- 
zontal rocking  that  gradually  died 
away.  The  houses  shook,  the 
windows  rattled  sharply,  loose 
pieces  of  plaster,  &c.,  fell  from 
the  walls,  and  light  articles  of 
furniture  were  moved  in  their 
places.  No  meteorological  change 
from  the  heavy  rains  that  were 


then  falling  took  place,  except  a 
deep  silence  for  a  few  seconds 
before  and  after.  At  Kincardine 
the  shock  appeared  to  come  from 
the  west,  preceded  by  a  very  loud 
and  rushing  sound,  resembling 
the  rolling  of  a  heavy  carriai>e. 
The  moon*s  light  was  obseured 
by  constant  rain  ;  but  the  atmos- 
phere to  the  southward  was  m 
fearful  commotion,  resembling  the 
Commencement  of  a  hurricane. 
About  ten,  minutes  before  eleven 
o'clock  of  the  same  evening,  and 
also  between  one  and  two  o'clock 
next  morning,  other  shocks  were 
heard  and  felt,  but  not  so  alarm- 
ing as  on  the  first  occasion.  In 
the  southward,  at  these  intervals^ 
there  was,  as  before,  a  very  gloomy 
and  varied  light ;  a  tint  or  glow- 
in<y  yellow  pervaded  the  atmo- 
s[^iere.  The  Scotch  papers  con- 
tained similar  accounts  from  all 
the  places  above  enumerated. 

24.  The  Affairs  of  the  Mar- 
quess OF  HuNTLY. — The  failure 
of  the  Marquess  of  Huntly  at  the 
end  of  last  month,  had  excited 
considerable  sensation  throughout 
Scotland.  At  a  meeting  of  cre- 
ditors held  this  day,  it  was  stated, 
that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of 
the  Marquess's  debts  were  due  to 
private  individuals.  The  only 
public  bodies  who  had  claims  on 
his  lordship,  were  the  trustees 
for  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy, 
22,000/.  J  the  Highland  Society, 
10,000/.;  the  British  Linen  Com- 
pany, 8,000/ ,  and  the  Society  of 
Advocates  in  Aberdeen.  2,000/. 
The  two  first  mentioned  sums 
were  secured  on  the  estates  of 
Glengarry  and  Lochaber.  Of  the 
total  amount  of  his  lordship's 
debts,  about  106,000/.  were  due 
in  Aberdeensliire,  56,000/.  in  For- 
fiirshire,  7,000/.  in  Kineardine- 
shire,   28,000  in   Inverness  isl>M 
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and  the  neighbouring  counties, 
and  250,000/.  in  Edinburgh  and 
the  South  of  Scotland.  On  the 
motion  of  one  of  the  functionaries 
of  the  bunk  of  Scotland,  which 
company  was  a  creditor  to  the 
extent  of  12,000/.,  it  was  resolved^ 
that  a  sequestration  would  be  the 
best  mode  of  realizing  the  funds. 
A  statement  of  his  lordship's  lia- 
bilities and  assets  was  at  the  same 
time  laid  before  the  meeting,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  liabili- 
ties amounted  to  51 7,500/., and  the 
assets  were  estimated  at  365,000/. 

25.  Suicide. —  A  young  man 
named  Mr.  Nathaniel  Isaacs,  son 
of  an  army-agent  at  Chatham, 
poisoned  himself  at  Doi'er,  having 
been  detected  in  forging  accept- 
ances to  a  large  amount.  It  is 
said,  that  Mr.  Isaacs  lived  beyond 
his  means,  and  associated  with 
officers  and  gentlemen  above  his 
own  rank  in  society.  The  amount 
of  his  forgeries  was  about  7,000/. 
The  landlord  of  the  Victoria  Hotel, 
where  he  poisoned  himself,  noticed, 
that  Mr.  Isaacs  was  unusually 
•* jocular"  on  the  previous  even- 
ing, and  said  when  he  went  to 
bed,  that  he  was  going  to  take 
a  long  nap.  Next  day  in  the 
afternoon,  he  was  found  in  the 
agonies  of  deaths  and  all  efforts  to 
restore  him  were  fruitless. 

26.  Meeting  to  promote  Emi- 
gration (Ireland). — A  meeting 
for  this  purpose  was  held  at 
Lough  rea,  in  Gal  way;  and  was 
attended  by  nearly  all  the  influ- 
ential landed  proprietors  in  the 
district.  Mr.  Torrens  delivered 
a  long  and  able  speech,  develop- 
ing the  Wakefield  principle  of 
colonization ;  describing  its  suc- 
cessful operation  in  South  Austra- 
lia ;  and  explaining  the  reasons  of 
fdilure  in  attempts  to  colonize  on 
the  principle  of  distributing  set- 


tlers by  grants  of  land  over  a 
large  territory.  Appearing  as  the 
especial  advocate  of  South  Austra- 
lia, Mr.  Torrens  brought  into 
strong  light  the  disadvantages  of 
other  colonies  especially  the  evils 
attending  upon  the  convict  sys- 
tem in  New  South  Wales  and 
Van  Diemen's  Land. 

The  main  object  of  the  meet- 
ing was  to  set  on  foot  a  scheme 
'^  for  dispauperizing"  the  Union 
of  Loughrea,  which  was  about  to 
fall  under  the  operation  of  the 
Irish  Poor-law ;  and  relieving  the 
owners  of  land  from  the  burden 
of  supporting  a  numerous  pauper 
population^  by  removing  a  portion 
of  the  peasantry  to  land  in  South 
Australia  purchased  for  the  union. 
Mr.  Thomas  Bermingham,  chair- 
man of  the  meeting,  thus  ex. 
plained  the  course  which  it  was 
intended  to  pursue. 

'The  Poor-law  act,  which  is  about 
to  come  into  active  operation  in 
this  union,  permits  the  rate-payers 
to  assess  the  property  within  the 
union  to  the  amount  of  one  shill- 
ing in  the  pound  for  emigration ; 
but  the  sum  so  raised  wiU  be  re- 
paid within  five  years.  This  rate 
cannot^  however,  be  levied  for  at 
least  one  year  more :  in  the  mean 
time,  I  would  recommend  the 
landed  proprietors  within  the  union 
to  subscribe  to  set  out  some  of 
their  surplus  cottier  tenants.  This 
of  course  must  be  left  to  their  own 
discretion,  and  the  wants  of  their 
estates ;  but,  to  give  you  some  idea 
of  the  mode  of  doing  this  under 
the  Poor-law  act — When  a  rate 
shall  have  been  levied,  I  will  sup- 
pose the  rate-pajrers  of  the  union 
of  Loughrea  desirous  to  carry  in* 
to  practical  operation  the  system 
recommended  by  colonel  Torrens^ 
of  emigration  to  South  Auatralia, 
and  for  the  purpose  write  to  hayf| 
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4j000  acres  selected  for  them  by 
competent  authorized  individuals ; 
to  raise  a  sum  on  the  rates^  and  to 
give  5  per  cent  interest  to  the  per- 
sons lending  the  money — which, 
at  1/.  per  acre,  will  amount  to 
4,000/.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
levy  a  rate  of  800/.  a  year,  for  five 
years,  to  repay  the  principal  sum 
of  4,000/.,  and  an  additional  rate 
to  pay  the  interest  thereon ;  which 
sum  would  amount  to  only  40/. 
for  the  first  year,  being  one  per 
cent  on  400/.,  the  commissioners 
allowing  4  per  cent  for  one  year 
on  sums  of  this  amount  lodged  for 
the  purchase  of  land  in  the  colony 
—160/.  the  second— 120/.  the  third 
80/.  the  fourth— and  40/.  the  fifch, 
when  both  principal  and  interest 
would  be  repaid ;  and  then  would 
be  for  ever  attached  to  the  union 
of  Jjoushrea,  4,000  acres  of  se- 
lected land  in  South  Australia-^ 
a  quantity  capable  of  affording  an 
asylum  for  all  the  paupers  in  the 
union.  I  calculate  that  there  will 
be  an  amount  of  property  much 
exceeding  100,000/.  a  year  (to  be 
rated  in  the  union.)  A  rate  of  2d, 
in  the  pound  will  raise  1,000/.  a 
year,  which  will  more  than  cover 
the  portion  of  principal  and  inter- 
est to  be  raised  the  first  year,  and 
more  than  sufficient  to  raise  the 
required  sum  for  each  of  the  suc- 
ceeding years  ;  or  one  rate  at  the 
full  sum  allowed  by  the  act  {ls» 
in  the  pound)  would  in  one  year 
be  ample  to  raise  the  entire  sum 
of  4,000/.  Were  this  done,  200 
industrious  persons  of  both  sexes 
might  be  sent  out  free  of  expense^ 
and  leave  the  property  whole  and 
entire  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
Loughrea.  We  may  select  that 
quantity  of  land  in  the  best  situa- 
tion, and  call  it  Loughrea;  and 
there  may  be  a  handsome  lake  too^ 
attm^bed  to  it;  and  thus  these 


settlers  may  fancy  themselves 
still  in  their  dear  Loughrea,  with 
their  associations  and  friends  about 
them ;  the  only  difference  being, 
that  those  they  leave  behind  will 
be  found  with  more  and  better- 
paid  employment,  whilst  they 
themselves  will  have  a  field  opened 
to  them  leading  to  afiluence  and 
prosperity,  such  as  must  induce 
others  of  their  poor  brethren  to 
follow  their  example  and  emigrate, 
until  in  a  few,  a  very  few  years, 
there  will  really  be  no  extent  of 
pauperism  in  either  place." 

The  dowager  countess  of  Clan- 
ricade,  who  was  enthusiastically 
cheered,  immediately  acted  on  Mr. 
Bermingham's  suggestion,  and 
subscribed  100/.;  and  sir  John 
Burke  put  down  200/.  Other 
landowners  were  expected  to  fol- 
low their  example. 

—  Trial  in  South  Austra- 
lia.— A  murderous  attack  by  the 
natives  on  a  servant  of  Mr.  Osmond 
Gilles,  while  tending  sheep  on  the 
banks  of  the  Torrens,  was  men- 
tioned in  the  papers  lately  re- 
ceived from  this  colony,  as  also  the 
capture  of  three  na-tives, — one, 
Yerr-i-Cha,  or  George,  charged 
with  stabbing  the  deeceased  in  the 
stomach,  a  wound  which  caused 
his  death ;  and  Monichi  Yumbena 
and  Parloobookuy,  otherwise  called 
Peter  and  Williamy,  accused  of 
aiding  and  abetting  in  the  crime. 
The  trial  o  f  these  men  cameon, 
before  judge  Coo|)er  and  a  jury  of 
settlers,  on  the  2nd  of  May.  The 
chief  evidence  against  the  pri- 
soners was  the  deposition  of  Wil- 
liam Duffell,  the  shepherd,  taken 
shortly  before  his  death.  It  was 
decisive  enough  against  some  three 
natives ;  but  the  proof  of  the  iden- 
tity of  the  accused  parties  was  very 
detective.  A  spear  was  found  < 
George,  or  Yerr-i-Cba,  and  it 
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alleged  that  the  point  corresponded 
with  the  orifice  of  tlie  wound  in 
the  shepherd's  stomach  ;  but  even 
on  this  point  there  was  some  doubt^ 
for  it  did  not  fit  exactly.  The 
dogs  which  accompanied  the  mur- 
derers were  described  by  Duffell, 
and  part  of  the  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  consisted  in  an  attempt 
to  identify  the  dogs  ;  but  here  also 
the  room  for  doubt  seems  to  have 
been  ample.  The  appearance  of 
Yerr-i-Cha  was  very  nearly  that 
of  the  murderer  as  described  by 
Duffell ;  but  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  particularly  distinguish- 
ed from  other  natives.  Against 
the  two  natives  charged  with  aid- 
ing and  iibetting,  there  was  really 
very  little  evidence,  and  they  were 
acquitted ;  but  Yerr-i-Cha  was 
found  guilty. 

During  the  trial,  the  prisoners 
appeared  unable  to  comprehend 
the  nature  of  the  proceedings,  and 
were  in  no  wise  alarmed.  The 
judge  said  he  concurred  with  the 
verdict,  while  he  admitted  that 
the  proof  of  guilt  was  not  so  clear 
and  precise  as  could  have  been 
wished. 

Three  other  natives,  Picha-cud- 
Nacha,  Wang  Nucha,  and  Tippa 
Warr-i-cha,  otherwise  called  re- 
spectively Tarn  o*Shanter,  Tommy 
Roundhead,  and  Bob — were  charg- 
ed with  the  murder  of  James 
Thompson,  Mr.  Hallett's  shep- 
herd, on  the  26th  of  April.  Bob 
was  also  charged  with  hurling 
spears  at  William  Cox,  with  in- 
tent to  do  him  bodily  harm.  In 
this  case  there  was  the  clear  evi- 
dence of  a  living  witness,  Cox, 
against  Tommy  Roundhead,  who 
was  the  actual  slayer  of  Thomp- 
son ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  he 
and  the  other  natives  appeared 
half  in  sport,  and  almost  unaware 
that  they  were  committing  any 


crime.  Bob  hurled  a  spear  at  Cox ; 
and  when  the  latter  fired  a  pistol 
at  In'm,  he  only  laughed  and  hurl- 
ed another  spear.  The  motive  in 
this,  and  as  far  as  appears  in  the 
homicide  of  the  other  shepherd, 
was  to  obtain  the  sheep  which  the 
men  were  tending. 

A  verdict  of  guilty  was  retamed 
ag{iinst  Tommy  Roundhead^  who 
was  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

The  poor  creatures,  who  exhi- 
bited stolid  indifference  during 
the  tritil,  were  dreadfully  distress, 
ed  when  they  were  made  aware  of 
the  nature  of  their  sentence. 

Murders  had  been  committed 
in  New  South  Wales  by  bush- 
rangers and  blacks.  On  the  7th 
of  June,  five  men, '  Hall,  Mayne, 
M'Ghee,  O'Dunnell,  and  Walsh, 
were  hanged  for  murder ;  and  four 
others,  Sumner,  Dacey,  Cook  and 
Gorman,  for  burglaries  with  vio- 
lence, were  executed  on  the  11th 
of  June. 

—  Railway  Accident.  —  As 
Thomas  Gray,  a  servant  of  sir 
William  Foulis,  was  driving  his 
master's  cart  with  three  horses 
along  the  turnpike-road  leading 
from  Stokesley  to  Stockton  ;  just 
as  he  passed  the  Middleborough 
branch  line  of  railway,  at  South 
Stockton,  a  locomotive  engine, 
called  the  Raby  Castle,  then  ffoing 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  an  lour, 
ran  against  the  middle  horse,  and 
the  driver.  The  man  died  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  A  coroner's 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  ''  man- 
slaughter" against  Matthew  Ap* 
pleton,  the  engine-man,  and  a 
deodand  oi  1,400/.  on  the  engine, 
supposed  to  be  its  full  value.  The 
amount  of  the  deodand  excited 
much  remark. 

—  Murder  at  SsA.^-In  the 
Central  Criminal  Court,  Jfjhn 
Wentworth  Fairtaok^  uged  10,  the 
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steward  of  a  vessel  called  th6 
Secret,  was  indicted  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Anhur  White,  on  the 
14th  of  April  previous^  on  the  high 
seas. 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
called  the  following  witnei^les  :-^ 

George  Minty* — In  the  month 
of  October,  1838,  I  was  mate  ott 
board  the  bark  Secret,  of  which 
vessel  Arthur  White,  the  deceased, 
was  captain.  She  was  bound  for 
Valparaiso  and  Guayaquil,  atid 
arrived  there  on  the  1st  of  March 
in  the  present  year.  The  prisoner 
joined  the  vessel  as  steward  at 
Guayaquil  on  the  13th  of  March. 
We  were  about  twenty  degrees  south 
latitude  off  the  coast  of  Peru,  and 
on  the  14th  of  April,  I  recol- 
lect that  the  prisoner  was  flog- 
ged by  order  of  the  captain.  He 
had  been  flogged  twice  liefore. 
I  had  the  middle  watch  on  that  day, 
and  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing I  went  off  duty  and  got  into 
bed,  but  was  shortly  after  awakened 
by  loud  screams  from  the  captain's 
state  cabin,  to  which  I  instantly 
went ;  and,  as  I  was  going  there, 
I  met  the  prisoner  coming  from 
the  cabin  with  a  pistol  in  one  hand 
and  a  dagger  in  the  other.  On 
meeting  me,  the  prisoner  said,  he 
would  shoot  or  stab  any  one  who 
came  near  him.  I  went  to  the 
cabin  and  found  the  captain  sitting 
upright  on  the  bed,  with  a  large 
dagger  in  his  hand,  which  belonged 
to  me.  That  dagger  was  safe  in 
my  room  when  I  went  to  bed  at 
fuiir  o'clock.  I  did  not  see  a  pistol 
near  him.  From  something  which 
the  captain  said,  I  went  upon  deck 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
prisoner.  I  found  him  standing  on 
the  starboard  side  of  the  deck, 
near  the  mainmast,  still  armed 
with  the  pistol  and  dagger ;  and^ 
teeing  me  advance  towards  him, 


he  said,  it  I  came  near  him  he 
would  shoot  me.  I  still  approached 
him,  when  he  snapped  the  pistol 
at  me,  and  then  ran  away.  I  took 
up  a  broom  and  pursued  him  round 
the  gallery,  when  he  snapped  the 
pistol  at  itie  again.  I  then  asked 
Mi*.  Barnard,  a  passenger,  to  fetch 
me  a  pistol.  The  prisoner  by  this 
time  had  got  under  the  mainsafl 
on  the  top  of  the  long-boat,  and  be 
then  ran  down  the  forecastle  hatch- 
way. I  was  in  the  act  of  following 
him  down  the  ladder,  when  Mr. 
Barnard  advised  me  not  to  do  so, 
as  I  was  unarmed.  I  accordingly 
returned  upon  deck,  and  the  hatch- 
way was  battened  down  so  as  to 
secure  the  prisoner,  and  I  then 
returned  to  the  captain's  cabin, 
where  I  found  the  passengers,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Unsworth  and  Mr.  Bar- 
nard. The  captain  was  still  sitting 
in  the  same  position :  his  head  was 
leaning  against  the  ship's  side,  and 
he  was  quite  speechless.  On  ex- 
amining him,  I  found  a  large  wound 
under  the  breast-bone,  through 
which  the  bowels  were  protruding, 
and  the  flesh  above  the  orifice  was 
scratched  and  scarified,  as  if  with 
the  point  of  a  dagger.  Mrs.  Uns- 
worth assisted  to  bind  up  thfe 
wound,  but  the  captain  expired  in 
about  twenty  minutes  after.  The 
wound  was  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length.  Having  assisted 
in  laying  the  body  on  the  bed, 
I  agam  returned  on  deck,  and  the 
prisoner  having  ultimately  surren- 
dered his  arms,  I  then  put  him  in 
irons.  I  asked  him  why  he  had 
committed  such  a  dreadful  act; 
and  his  reply  was,  *'  If  the  captain 
had  not  snapped  a  pistol  at  me, 
I  would  not  have  done  it."  I  had 
previously  searched  the  captain's 
sleeping- room,  but  could  not  find 
a  pistol  there ;  but  I  saw  a  pair  of 
pistols  belonging  to  Mr.  Barnard 
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on  the  dining  room  table.  On  the 
same  day  the  prisoner  made  a 
statement,  which  I  took  down  in 
writing  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Uns- 
worth  and  Mr.  Barnard^  who  sub- 
scribed it  as  witnesses^  and  when 
we  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro^  that 
statement  was  read  over  to  the 
prisoner  before  the  British  consul 
there.  The  document  was  here 
produced^  and  identified  by  the 
witness.  It  was  to  the  following 
effect:— *' That  the  prisoner  went 
to  clean  out  the  captain's  room^ 
and  being  ordered  out  by  the  cap- 
tain, he  refused  to  go^  upon  which 
the  captain  told  him,  if  he  did  not 
leave  the  room,  he  would  blow  him 
out>  and  he  took  down  a  pistol 
from  over  his  head.  He  then  left 
the  room ;  but  before  he  left,  he 
saw  the  captain  take  the  pistol  up 
again.  He  then  went  to  the  mate's 
cabin,  and  took  a  dagger  from  over 
his  head  as  he  lay  asleep.  He 
then  went  to  Mr.  Barnard's  sleep- 
ing-room, and  took  thence  a  cut- 
lass^ pistol^  and  dagger,  which  he 
hid  under  a  chair  in  the  cabin, 
and,  armed  with  the  mate's  dagger, 
he  again  proceeded  to  the  captain's 
sleeping- room.  Upon  opening  the 
door  the  captain  said  to  him,  *  So 
you  will  not  mind  what  I  say,'  and 
he  then  put  out  his  hand  and 
reached  a  pistol,  upon  which  the 
prisoner  stabbed  him  with  the 
dagger  in  the  belly.  He  fell  back, 
and  said  not  a  word  more.  He 
(prisoner)  left  the  dagger  sticking 
in  the  captain's  side.  He  then  took 
a  dagger  and  pistol  from  under  the 
chair  in  the  cabin  where  he  had 
hidden  them,  and  went  on  deck." 
After  the  prisoner  came  on  board, 
ft  man  had  been  punished  for  run- 
ning away  with  a  month's  wages ; 
and,  between  March  and  April,  six 
men  left  us.  The  captain  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age.    The 


pfisoner  was  flogged  with  a  rope 
by  the  captain  himself,  and  I 
punished  him  for  not  making  the 
beds  of  Mrs.  Unsworth's  children. 

Mr.  John  Unsworth,  the  nest 
witness,  corroborated  the  state- 
ment previously  given  by  the  mate. 
He  said,  he  subsequently  assisted 
in  examining  the  berths,  and  found 
two  loaded  pistols  on  a  shelf  at  the 
foot  of  the  captain's  bed,  but  they 
were  covered  over  with  cloths  or 
papers,  and  had  evidently  not  been 
removed. 

James  Anderson,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  vessel,  never  saw  any 
bad  conduct  in  the  prisoner.  One 
day  he  heard  the  captain  say  to 
the  prisoner,  ''  Move  yourself 
faster,  you  scoundrel,  or  I'll  have 
the  flesh  off  your  bones ;  Fil  have 
your  life  yet."  This  took  place  a 
few  days  before  the  captain's  death. 

On  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  no 
witnesses  were  called;  but  his 
counsel  addressed  the  jury  in  ex- 
tenuation of  his  guilt. 

The  jury,  after  a  consultation  of 
five  hours,  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  manslauglUer. 

Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  in  pass- 
ing sentence,  observed  that  the 
jury  had  taken  a  most  merciful 
view  of  the  circumstances.  The 
prisoner  was  condemned  to  be 
transported  for  life. 

George  Minty,  the  mate,  who 
appeared  as  the  principal  witness 
in  the  last  case,  was  next  indicted 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  a  seaman 
named  James  Shaw,  on  the  high 
sea,  &c. 

It  appeared,  that  after  the  death 
of  Captain  White,  as  detailed  by 
the  witnesses  in  the  last  case,  the 
command  of  the  vessel  devolved 
upon  the  prisoner.  There  was  a 
man  on  board  named  James  Shaw^ 
who  was  in  a  weak  state  of  health, 
and  the  vessel  being  ibort  of  band^ 
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this  man  was  unable  to  work  like 
the  rest  of  the  crew,  which  induced 
the  prisoner^  who,  it  would  appear^ 
was  not  aware  of  his  illness,  to 
suppose  that  he  was  skulking  from 
his  duty.  Under  this  impression^ 
according  to  the  evidence  of  several 
seamen  who  were  examined  for  the 
prosecution,  the  prisoner  flogged 
him  several  times  with  a  rope 
called  **  a  colt  ;**  and  on  one  occa- 
sion, when  the  man  was  in  bed,  a 
witness  swore  that   the  prisoner 

said,  "  You  b ,  you  shall  go  on 

deck  and  work  if  vou  die  for  it," 
and  he  beat  him  with  a  rope  until 
he  went  on  deck.  The  prisoner 
was  also  charged  with  striking  him 
several  times  with  a  piece  of  wood. 
Shaw  died  on  the  21st  of  May; 
and  it  being  alleged  that  his  death 
was  caused  by  the  prisoner^  the 
latter  was  sent  home  in  custody 
from  the  Falkland  Islands  to  be 
tried  for  the  murder. 

The  witnesses  who  appeared  for 
the  prosecution  were  cross-ex- 
amined at  great  length,  and  it 
appeared  that  the  vessel,  while 
prosecuting  her  voyage  to  Rio,  en- 
countered such  severe  weather,  that 
her  bulwarks  were  carried  away, 
and  nearly  all  the  fresh  water  was 
swept  off  the  deck.  The  crew  and 
Mr.  Barnard,  the  passenger,  being 
apprehensive  that  the  vessel  could 
not  with  safety  proceed  as  far  as 
Bio,  signed  a  protest,  and  insisted 
that  the  prisoner  should  steer  to 
the  Falkland  Islands,  as  the  near- 
est port.  This  protest  was  deemed 
by  the  prisoner  an  act  of  mutiny 
on  the  part  of  the  crew,  and  in 
consequence  of  representations 
which  he  made  to  the  owners  to 
that  effect,  their  wages  were 
stopped.  W'ith  regard  to  the  al- 
leged ill-treatment  of  the  deceased, 
the  witnesses  admitted  that  they 
bad  repeatedly  expressed  a  belief 


to  the  prisoner  that  he  skulked 
from  his  work;  but  they  stated 
that  they  were  compelled  to  give 
that  opinion  through  fear  of  the 
prisoner, who  always  carried  loaded 
pistols  about  him. 

Mr.   Unsworth,  the  passenger, 
who  gave  evidence  in  the  last  case, 
was  called  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner, 
and  he  proved  that  he  never  saw 
the  deceased  beaten  by  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Baron  Maule  suggested  to 
the  jury,  that  unless  they  believed 
that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death 
by  the  act  of  the  prisoner,  there 
was  no  case  against  him ;  and  he 
was  accordingly  acquitted. 

29.  Seizure  of  Ammunition  — 
France. — In  consequence  of  in- 
formation which  had  reached  the 
authorities  in  Paris,  that  many 
persons  who  had  formerly  belonged 
to  secret  societies,  were  in  the 
habit  of  assembling  clandestinely, 
and  that  they  were  manufacturing 
powder,  cartridges,  and  balls,  and 
a  kind  of  bomb  containing  balls 
and  powder,  warrants  were  issued 
for  the  apprehension  of  several  of 
these  persons,  and  a  search  was 
ordered  in  the  places  frequented 
by  them.  The  police  having  en- 
tered a  room  at  No.  22  in  the  Rue 
des  Lombards,  found  there  and 
seized  a  trunk  containing  ninety- 
five  parcels,  in  each  of  which  was  a 
pound  of  gunpowder,  and  another 
containing  twelve  pounds,  with 
several  utensils  for  the  manufac 
ture  of  powder  and  cartridges. 
Three  persons  who  were  in  this 
room  were  arrested.  At  No. 
30  in  the  Rue  du  Faubourg 
Montmartre,  the  police  found  a 
bale  containing  twenty  bombs  or 
projectiles,  packed  in  oiled  cloth, 
and  carefully  tied  up;  each  con« 
taioing  a  pound  of  powder  in  a 
first  envelope,  surrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  ballsj  and  forming 
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li  total  weight  of  six  or  seven 
pounds.  Each  of  these  projectiles 
Lad  a  lance  with  a  fuse.  The  two 
persons  who  occupied  the  room 
in  which  this  seizure  was  made 
were  arrested.  One  of  them  had 
been  long  under  the  eye  of  the 
police.  In  the  Rue  de  Reuiliy, 
in  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  a 
seizure  was  made  of  twenty-fire 
pounds  of  powder^  a  great  num- 
ber of  cartridges,  several  instru. 
roents  for  the  manufacture  of 
powder,  and  a  receipt  for  the 
making  of  it  ;  and  also  a  num- 
ber of  guns  and  pistols.  At 
Creteil,  a  village  two  leagues  from 
Paris,  an  individual,  who  had  been 
manufacturing  fuses  such  as  those 
mentioned  above,  was  arrested,  as 
also  his  sister-in-law.  At  the 
residence  of  this  female  a  great 
number  of  articles  used  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  gunpowder  were 
found.  The  total  number  of  ar- 
rests was  eleven  ;  all  of  whom  be- 
longed, it  is  said,  to  secret  societies. 


NOVEMBER. 

1.  Explosion  and  Loss  op 
Life.  — An  explosion  of  gunpow- 
der on  the  premises  of  a  maker  of 
fire- works  in  William-street,  Pim- 
lico,  about  half  -  past  seven  at 
night,  alarmed  the  residents  in 
that  and  the  neighbouring  streets. 
The  shock,  preceded  by  a  low- 
rumbling  noise,  was  very  great: 
and  people  ran  out  of  their  houses 
in  terror,  believing  it  to  be  an 
earthquake.  The  cause  was  soon 
discovered  ;  for  the  house  No.  10^ 
William  -  street,  occupied  by 
Harding,  a  firework  maker,  was 
seen  in  flames.  Rockets  and 
squibs  and  other  fireworks  were 
for  some  time  discharged  through 
the  windows;  and  nobody  dared 
to  approach  the  premises.    Fire* 


men  and  engines  soon  came,  and 
although  they  could  not  save  the 
adjoining  house,  by  nine  o'clodk 
the  conflagration  was  got  under. 
While  it  was  at  its  height,  moans 
were  heard  in  the  yard,  and  found 
to  proceed  from  Mrs.  Harding, 
who  was  lying  on  the  pavement* 
dreadfully  burnt.  She  was  imme- 
diately taken  to  the  Westminster 
hospital.  Besides  Harding  and 
his  wife,  seven  other  persons  lived 
in  the  house  No.  10| ;  and  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion,  a  Mrs. 
Hanson,  two  other  women,  a  son 
of  Mrs.  Hanson,  and  three  boys 
engaged  in  making  fireworks, 
were  on  the  premises.  Of  these, 
Mrs.  Hanson  alone  escaped,  she 
could  hardly  tell  how.  Seven 
dead  bodies  were  dug  out  of  the 
ruins  next  morning,  so  much  dis- 
figured that  it  was  impossible  to 
identify  them. 

—  The  Royal  Exchangb.— • 
Sir  R.  Smirke  and  Messrs.  Gwilt 
and  Hardwicke,  who  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Royal  Exchange 
committee  to  examine  the  designs, 
for  the  new  Royal  Exchange, 
awarded  the  premiums  to  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen : 

No.  36,  300^  to  Mr.  WiUiam 
Grellier,  district  surveyor,  20 
Wormwood-street. 

No.  43,  200/.  to  Alexis  de  Cha- 
teauneuff,  of  Hamburgh  $  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Mee,  of  Carlton-chambers. 

No.  37,  100/.  to  Mr.  Sidney 
Smirke,  12  Carlton-chambers. 

Not  one  of  these  plans,  however, 
it  was  said,  would  be  acted  upon. 
They  were  reported  as  being  more 
in  conformity  to  the  printed  in- 
structions than  any  of  the  others, 
and  as  coming  within  the  limited 
sum  of  150,000/.  as  to  the  cost, 
and,  therefore  entitled  to  the  pre* 
miums  to  be  awarded  to  the  best 
design.     But  the  areUtecte  to 
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^vhose  judgment  the  designs  wexe 
submitted^and  the  committee^  con- 
sidered that  without  many  altera- 
tions, they  would  be  neither  prac- 
ticable nor  advisable. 

The  committee,  therefore,  re- 
quested the  adjudicators  to  take 
the  three  plans  into  consideration, 
and  prepare  a  plan  and  specifica- 
tion for  a  new  Royal  Exchange^ 
such  as  in  their  judgment  should 
be  carried  into  execution.  The 
remaining  plans  were  exhibited  at 
Mercers'-hall^  and,  after  public 
inspection  were  to  be  returned  to 
the  gentlemen  who  designed  them, 
with  their  letters  unopened^  and 
their  names  unknown. 

2.  Drowning. — A  fatal  acci- 
dent happened  in  Wiltshire  to  a 
poor  woman  named  Dally,  the 
wife  of  a  boatman,  who  was  cross- 
ing the  Wilts  and  Berks  canal, 
by  one  of  the  locks,  with  an  infant 
nine  months  old  in  her  arms ;  when 
she  lost  her  balance,  fell  in,  and 
both  were  drowned.  She  had 
walked  that  morning  from  Rowde, 
where  she  lived,  and,  on  her  way 
to  Devizes,  was  going  to  leave  her 
child  with  her  mother,  who  lived 
in  a  cottage  at  the  bottom  of  the 
locks.  About  half  an  hour  after 
the  accident  the  bodies  were  dis- 
covered by  some  boatmen,  who 
were  bringing  their  boats  up 
the  canal.  When  they  came  to 
the  lock  into  which  the  woman 
liad  fallen,  the  violence  of  the  wa- 
ter when  the  paddles  were  drawn, 
forced  up  an  umbrella,  a  basket, 
and  child,  the  appearance  of  which 
induced  them  to  search,  when  they 
found  the  body  of  the  woman. 

2.  Libel.  —  In  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  sir  John  Campbell 
Attorney-general,  applied  for  a 
rule  for  a  criminal  information 
against  the  proprietor  of  the 
U7iited  Service  Gazette  for  ao  aU 


leged  libel  on  Admiral  Sir  J.  Om- 
manney.  This  application  pro- 
ceeded on  a  statement  that  whmi 
the  Queen  Dowager  touched  at 
Lisbon  on  her  TOyage  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, she  was  received  with 
eyery  demonstration  of  respect  by 
Admiral  Ommanney,  then  com- 
manding the  British  squadron  in 
the  Tagus ;  but  that  the  Hamp* 
shire  Advertiser,  in  an  artide 
headed  '^  Sir  J.  Ommanney " 
charged  that  officer  with  neglect 
to  fire  a  salute  to  Queen  Adelaide, 
and  with  the  indecorum  of  appear- 
ing before  her  Majesty  in  plain 
clothes.  This  article  was  copied 
into  the  United  Service  Gazette, 
with  a  note  signed  «  Ed.  U.S.G.," 
speaking  of  Sir  J.  Ommanney,  as 
an  ancient  driveller,  and  charging 
him  with  insulting,  the  Queen 
Dowager,  and  declaring  that  the 
insult  to  her  Majesty  was  ofiered 
because  he  knew  that  his  insolence 
to  that  distinguished  lady  would 
gratify  the  Minto  gang  at  home. 
But  the  Queen  Dowager  had  di- 
rected lord  Howe,  in  a  letter 
which  Sir  John  Campbell  read,  to 
express  her  high  satisfaction  with 
Admiral  Ommanney's  conduct, 
and  annoyance  at  the  attacks  to 
which  that  gallant  officer  had 
been  subjected.  The  rule  was 
granted. 

8.  Murder  in  Yorkshire.— 
About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
at  Lees,  near  Oldham,  a  respecta- 
ble old  men,  named  John  Bardsley, 
a  rover  in  the  mill  of  Mr.  Peter 
Seville,  was  murdered  in  his  own 
house,  by  his  son,  James  Bardsley, 
a  young  man,  twenty- three  years  of 
age,  and  of  the  most  abandoned  and 
proHigate  character. 

The  wretched  murderer  had,  it 
appeared,  been  for  several  years 
past  an  idle  and  turbulent  fellow, 
ibe  terror  of  bis  father's  fwokilj 
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and  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  mitted^  it  was  found  to  be  a  long- 

A  few  months  previous  to  this  date,  bladed  clasp  knife^  which  had  been 

he  made  an  attack  upon  his  mother  converted  into  a  sort  of  dagger,  by 

with  a  knife,  giving  her  several  winding  string  round  the  handle 

severe  wounds ;  and  such  was  her  and  a  small  portion  of  the  blade, 

terror  of  him,  that  she  left  her  so  as  to  prevent  it  from  shutting, 

husband  and  went  to  live  with  a  and  the  point  and  both  edges  hsid 

daughter  in  the  United  States,  in  been  ground  extremely  sharp,  as 

order  to  be  out  of  his  way.     Since  if  for  some  such  purpose  as  that 

that  time  he  had  absented  himself  to  which  it  was  applied, 

from    home,    returning    only    to  When  the  murderer  was  appre- 

annoy  and  plunder  his  relations.  bended,  so  far  from  showing  any 

On  the  occasion  in  question,  it  compunction  for  what  he  had  done, 

being  Sunday  evening,  the  father,  he  seemed  to  exult  in  the  success 

John  Bardsley,  was  at  home,  read-  of  his  attempt,   and  openly  ex- 

ing  the  Bible,  with  his  daughter  pressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not 

and  a  boy,  when  his  son,  whom  he  been  able  to  murder  two  or  three 

had  not  seen  for  some  time  before,  other  members  of  the  family.  When 

entered  the  house,   and  began  to  taken  in  custody  to  the  neis;hbour- 

help  himself  to   some   bread  and  ing  inn,  he  immediately  asked  for 

cheese.    His  father  reproached  him  somerefre&hment.andissaidtohave 

for  his   misconduct,    and  desired  ate  and  drank  with  the  utmost  indif- 

him   to  leave   the  house.     Some  ference,  though  his  hands  were  at 

angry  words  ensued,  on  which  the  the  time  covered  with  his  father's 

son   drew  from  a  sheath  a  knife,  blood. 

apparently  provided  for  the  pur-  A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  on 

pose,  and  made  a  desperate  attack  the  body,  on  the  5th,  when  thou- 

upon  his  father,  on  whom  he  in-  sands  of  persons  collected,  in  order 

flicted    a    number    of    frightful  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  prisoner. 

wounds  upon  his  head  and  body.  His  appearance  was  haggard  and 

As  soon  as  the  murderer  entered  frightful  in  the  extreme,  his  hair 

the  house  his  sister  quitted  it  3  but  and  beard  being  very  long.      On 

the  boy  had  remained,  and,  seeing  being  asked  why  he    committed 

the  attack,  ran  out  to  obtain  assist,  the  horrid  deed,  he  said  he   had 

ance.   Several  persons  immediately  fully  made  up  his  mind,  that  who- 

hastened  to  the  house,  and  found  ever  interrupted  him  on  entering 

the  old  man   lying  in  a  pool  of  his  father's  house,  he  would  in- 

blood  on  the  floor,  and  the  mur-  stantly  murder  him.     The  jury 

dcrer  just  rising  from   the  body,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  wilfiil  nour- 

with  the  bloody  knife  in  his  hand,  der  against  the  prisoner,  who  was 

This    was     immediately    wrested  committed  to  York  Castle  for  trial 

from  him,  and  he  was   secured,  at  the  next  spring  assizes. 

A  surgeon  was  then  sent  for  to  3.  Suicide    of   Admiral    Sir 

examine  the  wounds  of  the  father ;  Henry  Trollope.  —  An  inquest 

but  his  assistance  was  in  vain,  for  was  held  on  the  body  of  this  gentle- 

ouc  of  the  blows  of  the  knife  had  man,  at  the  New  Inn,  Freshford, 

pierced   the   heart,  and  the  poor  near  Bath, 

man  bled  to  death  in  a  few  minutes.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence 

On  examining  the  weapon  with  of  Mr.  Trollope,  nephew  of  the 

which  this  murder  had  been  com-  deceased,  who  had  lor  aome  tim 
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past  lived  with  Sir  Henry  for  the 
purpose  of  looking  after  his  busi- 
ness^ that  the  admiral  was  not  of 
a  sound  mind,  and  Mr.  Trollope 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  un- 
loading the  pistols,  which  the 
deceased  kept  by  him.  On  the 
morning  before^  the  deceased  rang 
the  bell  for  his  butler.  On  his 
coming  into  the  room  deceased 
asked  him  where  was  his  powder- 
horn?  The  butler  replied,  that 
Mr.  Trollope  had  got  it.  Deceased 
then  requested  the  servant  to  ask 
Mr.  Trollope  to  come  to  him.  On 
that  gentleman's  coming  Sir  Henry 
asked  him  where  the  powder-horn 
was?  He  replied  that  it  was 
safe;  on  which  the  deceased  said 
he  would  like  to  see  it  once  more. 
Mr.  Trollope  gave  it  to  him. 
Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Trollope 
went  out  and  took  a  walk.  He 
returned  about  four  o'clock.  When 
he  came  home  he  was  informed  by 
his  daughter,  that  the  deceased 
had  shut  himself  up  in  his  room, 
and  locked  his  door.  Mr.  TroU 
lope  thought  nothing  of  this,  as 
deceased  was  frequently  in  the 
habit  of  doing  so.  He  had  not, 
however,  been  at  home  more  than 
ten  minutes  when  he  heard  a  re- 
port of  a  pistol.  He  immediately 
ran  to  the  apartment  of  the  de- 
ceased, at  the  door  of  which  he 
found  the  footman  and  thegardener. 
On  their  breaking  open  thedoor  they 
found  the  deceased  lying  across 
the  bed.  His  head  was  com- 
pletely severed  from  his  body, 
there  being  no  part  of  the  head 
left  except  a  part  of  the  lower 
jaw  bone.  The  head  had  been 
blown  completely  to  atoms,  and 
the  various  parts  of  it  were  scat- 
tered up  and  down  the  room. 

James  Kelson,  gardener,  stated 
that  he  had  lived  with  the  deceased 
for  upwards  of  9ixteen  years.     He 


had  slept  in  the  room  with  him 
for  the  last  five  or  six  months. 
Deceased  always  went  to  bed  with 
an  open  knife  in  his  hand,  wrapped 
up  in  his  handkerchief,  in  order, 
as  he  stated,  that  he  might  be 
ready  to  stab  the  first  person  that 
broke  into  his  room.  He  kept  a 
blunderbuss,  a  knife,  and  several 
brace  of  pistols  in  the  bed- room  ; 
and  had  long  been  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  some  person  had  an 
intention  to  break  into  his  room 
and  rob  him.  He  discharged  his 
butler,  who  had  been  in  his  service 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  and  got 
other  servants,  the  greater  numl)er 
of  whom  lived  with  him  only  a  day 
or  two.  He  had  declared  to  the 
witness  that  his  old  butler  had 
come  down  the  chimney  and  stolen 
an  old  pair  of  braces,  and  left  a 
new  pair  in  their  place.  He  also 
accused  the  same  person  of  having 
stolen  several  letters  from  him. 
He  afterwards  gave  an  order  to 
the  carpenter  to  make  a  large 
strong  board  to  fiiL  in  the  fire- 
place to  keep  the  butler  from 
coming  down  the  chimney.  Two 
days  after  this  was  done,  he  en- 
gaged the  same  butler  to  return 
into  his  service. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
"  insanity." 

The  aeceased  was  eighty-four 
years  of  age,  and  had  served  on 
board  the  same  vessel  with  his  late 
majesty,  William  IV.,  and  sig- 
nalized himself  in  several  naval 
tions. 

4.  Chartist  Insurkbction.— 
Disturbances  of  a  very  serious  cha- 
racter occurred  among  the  working 
population  of  South  Wales,  chiefly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport, 
Monmouth,  Brecon,  MerthyrTyd- 
vil,  and  in  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts. On  Sunday,  the  3rd  of 
November,    the    magistrates    o 
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Newport  received  information,  that 
large  bodies  of  men  collected  from 
the  districts  above-mentioned  were 
marching  upon  Newport,  headed 
by  John  Frost,  formerly  a  draper 
in  Newport,  but  better  known  as  a 
chartist  delegate,  and  as  the  ma- 
gistrate dismissed  by  Lord  John 
Russell  from  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed under  the  municipal  act. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  rioters 
to  have  attacked  Newport,  al)out 
one  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  ; 
but  the  extreme  wetness  of  the 
weather  prevented  many  from  at- 
tending at  the  appointed  places  of 
meeting,  and  it  was  not  till  ten 
o'clock,  on  Monday,  that  they  en- 
tered the  town,  in  two  divisions, 
one  headed  by  Frost,  the  other 
by  his  son,  a  lad  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen.  They  were  armed  with 
guns,  pistols,  pikes,  swords,  and 
heavy  clubs.  When  they  entered 
the  town,  their  first  enquiry  was 
for  the  military,  and  where  they 
were  stationed ;  and  being  in. 
formed  that  a  small  detatciiment 
of  them  was  stationed  at  the  West- 
gate  Hotel,  the  mob  formed  in 
front  of  it,  and  immediately  com- 
menced an  attack  by  firing  through 
the  windows  into  the  house.  The 
military  (about  thirty  soldiers  of 
the  forty-fifth  regiment,)  under 
the  direction  of  the  mayor,  Mr, 
Thomas  Phillips,  junior,  promptly 
returned  the  fire ;  and  in  >i  very 
short  time  several  of  the  rioters 
were  deprived  of  life,  and  lay  wel- 
tering in  blood  to  the  dismay  of 
the  survivors,  who  very  soon  re- 
treated in  great  disorder  and  in 
every  direction.  The  mayor  was 
wounded  by  a  gun-shot  in  the  left 
arm,  and  by  a  severe  cut  in  the 
right  side,  which  for  some  time 
quite  disabled  him.  A  sergeant 
and   a    private^   and    two    shop- 


keepers of  Newport,  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Williams  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
were  seriously  wounded,  and 
several  other  special  constables 
slightly. 

The  mayor,  who  behaved  with 
much  coolness  and  intrepidity, 
read  the  riot  act,  amongst  showers 
of  bullets,  before  he  ordered  the 
military  to  fire.  The  number  of 
the  rioters  was  variously  estimated 
at  from  7,000  to  10,000;  biit  a 
much  larger  number  were  col- 
lected on  the  hills. 

At  night,  Mr.  Frost's  house 
was  searched  and  his  pajpers  se- 
cured, by  Mr.  Jones  Phillips,  a 
solicitor.  Mr.  Phillips  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  residence  of  Part- 
ridge, Frost's  printer  ;  and  there 
apprehended  Mr.  Frost  himself, 
who  was  quietl?  supping  on  bread 
and  cheese,  and  am)arently  uncon- 
scious of  danger,  tnough  a  reward 
of  100/.  had  heen  offered  for  his 
apprehension.  Partridge  was  also 
secured.  Both  the  priH>ners  had 
pistols,  percussion  caps,  powder, 
and  bullets,  on  their  persons. 
Many  of  the  rioters  were  made 
prisoners.  The  bodies  of  many 
rioters  were  found  in  the  streets 
and  in  the  fields.  Their  drees  and 
appearance  indicated  them  to  be 
working  men  in  full  employ  ;  as 
are,  indeed^  the  Welsh  miners 
generally.  The  number  killed 
v^as  upwards  of  twenty  ;  the 
wounded,  much  more  numeroas. 
On  the  bodies  of  two  rioters  two 
cards  were  found,  of  which  this 
description  was  given.— ^ 

On  the  back  of  the  first  was 
written,  « William  Griffiths,  No. 
5,  A  ;"  and  on  tlie  reverse  the  fol- 
lowing was  printed — "  The  Work- 
ing Men*8  Association,  for  benefit- 
ing, politically,  socially,  and 
morally,  the  useAil  dasaea." 
Motto— "The  man  who  efadca 
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his  share  of  useful  labour^  dimi-     throws    his  own    burden  on   hit 
nishes  the    public    wealthy    and     neighbour/* 

Monthly  Payments. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar.  'Apr.  I  May  I  June 


July  I  Ang- 
itL      4d. 


Sept 


Oct.  I  Kov. 


Dec. 


The  other  was  a  simiJur  card, 
but  blue,  for  Merthyr,  with  three 
payments  of  G^.  in  May,  July,  and 
October,  and  numberecl  2,601. 

The  examination  of  the  prison- 
ers commenced  the  next  day,  and 
was  continued  during  the  whole  of 
the  month.  It  appeared  that  the 
conspiracy  was  very  extensively 
organized.  It  had  been  arranged, 
that  the  men  of  the  hills  should 
march  in  three  divisions  on  the 
town  of  Newport,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  above  -  mentioned 
Frost,  and  two  other  leaders,  viz., 
Jones,  a  watchmaker,  of  Pontypool, 
and  Zephaniah  Williams,  of  the 
Royal  Oak  inn,  in  the  parish  of 
Aberystwith.  To  such  an  over- 
whelming force  as  would  thus  have 
been  assembled,  little  resistance 
was  probably  anticipated,  and  the 
non -arrival  of  the  Welsh  mail  in 
Birmingham,  was,  it  was  asserted, 
to  be  the  signal  for  a  simultaneous 
rising  of  the  chartists  in  that 
town,  and  all  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Great  care  appears  to 
have  been  taken  to  ensure  secresy. 
Every  member  of  the  associated 
chartists  was  sworn  to  obey  his 
'♦  Captain,"  but  who  that  captain 
was  to  he,  or  what  was  the  party 
under  his  command,  was  not  made 
known  till  the  moment  of  rising. 
There  appears  to  have  been  a 
*'  Captain, "  to  every  ten  men, 
each  of  whom  was  to  summon  his 
corps  and  conduct  it  at  a  given 
time  to  the  appointed  rendezvous 
in  the  hills.  The  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather,  and  darkness 
of  the  night,  fortunately  discon- 
certed these   well-laid    sdiemes. 


The  parties  under  Jones  and  WiL 
Hams,  failed  to  arrive  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  and  even  that  under 
Frost,  as  we  have  seen,  reached 
Newport  considerably  later  than 
had  been  intended.  Zephaniah 
Williams  was  arrested  on  board  a 
Portuguese  vessel  off  Cardiff.  He 
together  with  Frost,  Jones,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  others, 
was  committed  to  Monmouth  gaol, 
on  charges  of  high  treason  and 
sedition,  and  a  special  commission 
was  issued  for  their  trial. 

The  people  among  the  hills  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  a  very 
disturbed  state,  and  great  alarm 
was  felt  lest  further  attempts  at 
insurrection  should  be  made.  The 
military  force  in  that  part  of  the 
country  was  considerably  increased 
but  the  defeat  of  their  grand  ef- 
fort by  so  small  a  body  of  soldiers 
and  the  arrest  of  their  chiefs^ 
seems  of  itself  to  have  discouraged 
all  further  movement. 

On  the  9th  November,  lord 
Normanby'addressed  a  letter  to  the 
mayor  of  Newport,  expressing  her 
Majesty's  high  approval  of  the 
conduct  of  the  magistrates  ;  and, 
on  the  13th  November,  bis  lord- 
ship addressed  another  letter  to 
Mr.  Phillips,  offering  him,  with  her 
majesty's  gracious  sanction,  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  which,  was 
on  his  recovery,  conferred  on  him 
at  Windsor  Castle. 

5.  Charge  op  Murder.  —  At 
Bristol,  a  woman  of  the  name  of 
Tippings  was  taken  into  custody, 
on  a  charge  of  murdering  her 
child,  about  Ave  weeks  old,  whidi 
was  found  drowned  in  a  ditch  bet 
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tween  Cambridge  and  Newport, 
io  Gloucestershire.  It  appeared, 
that  this  miserable  woman  had 
been  separated  from  her  husband 
a  considerable  time,  and  that, 
during  his  absence  she  had  had  a 
child  by  another  person.  Her 
parents  lived  at  Hereford,  and 
she  set  off  for  that  town  in  the 
hope  that  she  should  prevail  upon 
her  friends  to  take  the  child,  but 
her  efforts  proved  fruitless,  and 
she  left  Hereford  for  Bristol.  On 
reaching  the  White  Lion  inn  at 
Cambridge,  Gloucestershire,  she 
stopped,  took  some  beer,  and 
'Suckled  her  child  ;  she  started 
thence  for  Newport,  where  she 
said  she  should  sleep.  On  the 
following  morning  a  labourer,  in 
passing  along  the  turnpike- road 
near  Cambridge,  discovered  the 
body  of  a  child  in  a  ditch  :  he 
took  it  out  and  carried  it  to  the 
White  Lion  inn  ;  it  was  quite 
naked,  with  the  exception  of  a 
sock  on  one  foot.  The  report  of  a 
child  having  been  found  drowned 
reached  Newport,  and  the  person 
with  whom  Tippings  had  slept, 
having  found  beside  the  chair 
where  she  sat,  after  she  had  left 
the  house,  a  baby's  cap,  quite  wet 
his  suspicions  were  aroused,  and 
he  set  off  for  Cambridge.  On 
describing  Tippings  to  Mrs.  Lud- 
low, it  was  found  to  be  the  same 
woman.  Tippings  was  soon  found 
at  her  lodgings  in  Bristol,  and  on 
searching  them,  baby  clothes  were 
found  wet  between  the  bed  and 
the  sacking.  A  coroner's  inquest 
was  held  on  the  body,  the  jury 
found  her  guilty  of  wilful  murder, 
and  she  was  committed  to  Glou- 
cester gaol  to  take  her  trial. 

5.  Libel.  —  In  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  Mr.  Thesiger  ap- 
plied for  a  rule  against  the  printer 
publisher^  and  proprietor9  of  the 


Manchester  Chronicle,  for  a  libel 
on  sir  Charles  Shaw,  recently  ap-> 
pointed  police  commissioner  for 
Manchester  and  Salford. 

The  libel  complained  of  was 
contained  in  two  articles  published 
in  that  paper — the  first  on  the 
14th  of  September,  and  the  second 
on  the  21  St  of  the  same  month. 
The  first  article  was  published  only 
eleven  days  after  sir  Charles 
Shaw's  appointment ;  and  set  out 
bv  stating,  that  he  was  a  knight 
or  the  Portuguese  order  of  the 
tower  and  sword,  and  a  colonel  in 
the  army  of  Don  Pedro,  but  that 
he  never  obtained  any  higher  rank 
in  the  British  army  than  that  of 
ensign  ;  that  he  had  had  a  wine, 
shop  in  Edinburgh,  which  he  was 
obliged  to  quit  in  consequence  of 
an  unlucky  game  at  cards  in  which 
he  had  been  accused  of  foul  play  ; 
that  he  owed  his  present  appoint* 
ment  to  his  servile  devotion  to  the 
government ;  and  that  his  appoint, 
ment  was  a  wanton  and  gratui- 
tous insult  to  the  town,  and  a 
defiance  of  public  opinion,  which 
Mr.  Sheil  vaunted  as  the  charac- 
teristic of  lord  Melbourne's  govern- 
ment. In  one  of  the  articles,  he 
was  accused  of  being  the  author  of 
certain  articles  in  the  Manchester 
Guardian. 

Sir  Charles,  in  his  affidavit, 
admitted,  that  he  retired  from  the 
British  army  on  half-pay»  when 
very  young,  as  a  lieutenant ;  that 
he  afterwards  went  into  busi- 
ness in  Edinburgh  ;  that  he 
lost  800/.  at  cards,  but  through 
foul  play,  and  having  recovered  the 
money,  presented  it  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Infirmary,  for  which  he  was 
publicly  thanked,  that  he  never 
wrote  any  articles  in  the  Manches- 
ter Guardian ;  and  that  when  he 
demanded  the  name  of  the 
author    of   the   articles    in  th^ 
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Manchester  Clironicle,  Mr.  Dyer  ily  as  the  duke  passed  along.     An 

the    editor,     offered     to    "  give  at  Newcastle,  a  military  guard  of 

him  Fatisfaction."     The  rule  was  honour,   composed    of  soldiers  of 

granted.  the   98th   regiment,  received   his 

7.  Duke  of  Sussex  at  New-  royal  liighness  when  he  alighted  at 
CASTLE. — This  city  was  honoured  the  Exchange.  He  proceeded  to 
by  a  visit  from  the  duke  of  Sussex  the  "long  room,"  and,  seated  in 
on  the  7th  instant.  His  royal  the  chair,  which  the  last  tory 
highness,  who  was  stopping  with  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
the  earl  of  Durham,  had  been  in-  had  occupied,  and  which  had  been 
vited  to  attend  the  annual  meet-  purchased  by  a  gentleman  and^'pre- 
ing  of  the  ''  North  of  England  sented  to  the  corporation  of  Sun- 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  the  derland,  received  a  complimentary 
Fine  Arts,"  and  to  partake  of  a  address  from  the  corporation,  to 
public  breakfast.  Great  prepara-  which  he  made  a  reply.  Thepro- 
tions  had  been  made  to  give  the  ceedingsoftherestoftnedaywereof 
duke  fit  reception.  A  masonic  a  "  masonic  character.**  The  duke 
meeting  had  been  assembled  to  ap-  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the 
point  officers  and  to  receive  with  Athenaeum,  at  the  head  of  a  long 
due  honour  their  illustrious  and  train  of  Freemasons  clothed  in  the 
most  worshipful  grand  master,  paraphernalia  of  their  order.  Then 
Addresses  from  the  corporate  bo-  followed  a  dinner,  at  which  lord 
dies  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Durham  presided ;  the  company 
were  also  presented  to  the  duke ;  being  exclusively  masons.  His 
and  then  his  royal  highness  went  to  lordship's  health  was  proposed  by 
the  meeting  of  the  Fine  Arts  So-  the  duke  of  Sussex,  who  dwelt 
ciety.  There  were  assembled  the  upon  lord  Durham's  youthful  at- 
earl  of  Durham,  who  was  in  the  tachment  to  liberty,  and  his  oxer- 
chair,  and  many  ladies  and  gentle-  tions  in  his  county  and  in  parlia- 
men  of  distinction  in  the  counties  ment  in  the  same  good  cause,  when 
of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  he  arrived  at  manhood.  Although 
Mr.  Hutt,  M.P.,  moved  a  vote  of  the  duke's  speech  was  fullof  poli- 
thanks  to  the  duke  of  Sussex  for  tical  allusion,  lord  Durham  care- 
his  attendance  at  the  meeting,  and  fully  abstained  from  politics  in  his 
accepting  the  office  of  Patron  of  reply.  Speeches  were  delivered 
the  Society;  and  Mr.  Hawes,  in  by  lord  Zetland,  Mr.  Hawes,  Mr. 
seconding  the  motion,  eulogized  Easthope,  Mr.  Charles  Bullcr,  sir 
his  conduct  as  President  of  the  H.  Williamson,  and  Mr.  J,  Dun- 
Royal  Society.  The  duke  of  Sus-  das,  and  the  party  broke  up. 
sex  returned  thanks  in  compli-  The  duke  of  Sussex,  in  lord 
mentary  terms.  A  few  days  after,  Durham's  company,  also  visited 
the  duke  visited  the  town  of  Sun-  Durham  ;  where  an  address  was 
derland  in  company  with  the  earl  presented  from  the  mayor  and 
of  Durham,  and  the  party  at  common  council. 
Lam bton  Castle.  Great  prepara-  It  was  afterwards  made  public, 
tions  had  been  made,  and  it  was  that  among  other  articles  deposited 
quite  a  gala  day.  The  streets  under  the  foundation  stone  at 
were  crowded  with  foot  passengers,  Sunderland  laid  by  the  duke  of 
and  the  windows  were  thronged  Sussex,  was  a  number  of  a  provin- 
with  spectators,  who  cheered  lust-  cial  papei*  containing  some   very 
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gross  libels  both  upon  his  royal 
father  and  brother,  Geo.  Srtl  and 
4th.  The  duke  appears  to  have 
felt  naturally  indignant  at  the  af- 
front thus  offered  him  ;  and  in  a 
letter  to  a  gentleman  of  Sunder- 
land, demanded  to  know  the  au- 
thor of  the  insult. — ^Ve  are  not 
aware,  however,  that  any  explana- 
tion on  the  subject  has  api)eared. 
Those  who  deposited  the  pa[)er 
must  be  supposed  to  have  done  so 
in  ignorance  of  its  contents. 

—  Coroner's  Inquest. — An 
inquest  was  taken  at  Greenwich^ 
upon  the  body  of  Mr.  M.  llawes^ 
aged  47,  at  his  house,  the  Plume 
of  Feathers,  Maize-hill,  Green- 
wich Park. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence, 
that  the  deccassd  had  suffered  for 
some  time  past  from  severe  attacks 
of  rheumatic  gout,  and  had  been 
attended  by  Mr.  Finch,  a  surgeon 
of  Greenwich. .  On  Monday  even- 
ing, the  4th,  Mr.  Finch  sent  him 
an  ounce  and  ahalf  phial,  contain- 
ing an  aperient  draught,  with  a 
label,  directing  one  half  to  be  ta-' 
ken  the  same  evening,  and  the  re- 
mainder on  Tuesday  night.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  Mr.  Figg 
Wright,  a  friend  and  neighbour  of 
the  deceased  called  upon  Mrs. 
Hawes,  and  said  he  was  delighted 
to  have  ascertained  a  draught  that 
would  restore  her  husband  to  good 
health.  He  then  gave  her  an 
ounce  and  a  half  phial  containing 
colchicum,  and  desired  a  tea- 
s))oonful  to  be  administered  to  Mr. 
liawes  in  a  cup  of  tea.  The  lat- 
ter bottle  had  also  a  label  pasted 
round  it  containing  proper  direc- 
tions. Mrs.  Hawes  expressed  to 
her  husband  the  confidence  that 
Mr.  Wright  had  in  the  efficacy  of 
the  dru<^,  but  the  deceased  declined 
taking  any  of  it  then,  and  desired 
his  wife  to  put  it   away.      Mrs. 


Hawes  placed  the  bottle  in  tk 
cupboard,  and  about  six  o'clock  the 
same  evening  she  was  suddenly 
called  from  her  business  by  ba 
husband  to  give  him  the  remain- 
der of  the  aperient  draught.  Both 
phials  containing  about  the  ue 
quantity,  and  the  liquid  being  ofi 
corresponding  colour,  Mrs.  Hawa 
unfortunately  administered  the 
poison  instead  of  the  aperieit 
medicine,  which  he  had  no  sooner 
swallowed,  than  he  exdainied, 
^'  What  have  you  given  me  ?  "  asd 
Mrs.  Hawes,  id  an  agony,  shrieked 
out  that  she  hail  given  him  the 
wrong  medicine.  She  ran  down 
stairs  in  a  state  of  phrenxy,  ei- 
claiming,  ^'  Oh,  my  God,  what 
shall  1  do,  what  shall  I  do?  I 
have  given  Hawes  the  wrong 
stuff."  Mr.  SturtoOj  a  surgeoa. 
and  Mr.  Finch,  were  calted  in  and 
exerted  themselves  to  save  the  d^ 
ceased,  but  he  expired  in  about 
seven  hours. 

In  answer  to  the  coroner,  Mr. 
Sturton  said  that  a  teaspoonful  of 
colchicum  being  considered  a  large 
dose  was  a  matter  of  mere  opinion. 

The  jury,  after  a  few  minntes 
consultation,  returned  a  verdict 
*'  That  the  deceased  was  accident. 
ally  poisoned  by  Mary  Hawes, 
his  wife,  and  that  no  blame  was 
attributable  to  her  or  any  other 
person." 

8.  Coroners'  Inquests. — An 
inquest  was  held  at  St.  George's 
Hospital,  on  the  body  of  Edvnurd 
Lyne,  aged  twelve  years,  errand- 
boy  to  Mr.  Goodson,  pastrycook, 
of  Jermyn-streety  St.  James's, 
whose  death  took  place  under  the 
following  circumstances. 

Stephen  Cole  stated,  that  on  the 
evening  before,  near  tive  o'clock, 
lie  was  walking  round  the  basin 
in  the  Green-park  when  he  saw 
the  ro{)es  attached  to  a  drag  hang^ 
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ing  over  the  railings.  Some  boys 
wore  near  it,  but  no  other  person. 
Witness  took  hold  of  tlie  rope  and 
drew  the  drag  attached  to  it  four 
or  five  yards  towards  tlie  side  of 
the  basin,  when,  to  his  surprise, 
he  brought  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  the  body  of  deceased. 
Ilecalle<l  for  assistance.  A  man 
heli)ed  him  out  with  it,  and  it  was 
brought  to  the  hospital. 

William  Charles  Davis  deposed, 
that  he  was  fellow-servant  of  de- 
ceased, in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
(joodson.  He  was  of  a  very  lively 
and  jocular  disposition.  About 
half- past  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  7th,  deceased  was  sent 
out  with  some  larded  sweetbreads 
to  the  house  of  the  duchess  of 
Bedford,  in  Belgrave- square,  and 
at  six  he  received  information  that 
a  lad  answering  his  description 
had  been  drowned.  Since  the  last 
suicide  at  the  Monument,  deceased 
had  been  very  solicitous  to  learn, 
and  had  frequently  asked  witness, 
which  was  the  easiest  mode  of 
committing  suicide.  He  put  the 
(]uestions  in  a  laughing  manner. 
The  deceased  seemed  proud  of  the 
notoriety  the  boy  who  precipitated 
himself  from  the  monument  had 
obtained,  and  said  frequently  "  he 
should  like  to  be  as  much  talked 
about."  He  was  on  good  terms 
with  his  master  and  mistress,  who 
were  very  kind  to  him. 

The  witness  Cole  said  he  found 
the  basket  and  cap  of  deceased 
floating  on  the  water,  and  after  his 
body  was  got  out,  he  understood 
deceased  had  been  seen  to  put  them 
in  first,  and  then  jump  in  after. 

The  jury,  however,  having  do 
evidence  to  this  effect,  returned  a 
verdict  of  "  Found  drowned." 

—  Accident  in  Somerset- 
shire.— A  terrible  accident  took 
place  at  the  Iladstock  Well- way 


pit,  by  which  six  men  and  six 
boys  lost  their  lives.  They  were 
hooked  on  to  the  rope  by  which 
they  were  to  be  let  down  to  the 
pit.  Their  weight  was  just  fully 
on  the  cord,  when  it  snapped,  pre- 
cipitating the  whole  twelve  to  the 
bottom — a  depth  of  756  feet,  and 
literally  dashing  them  to  pieces. 
So  terrible  was  the  shock,  that 
only  one  body  could  be  identi- 
fied, the  remainder  being  literally 
smashed  and  dissevered  limb  from 
limb.  The  seven  men  who  were 
waiting  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft 
to  be  relieved  by  the  sufferers 
were  so  horror-stricken  by  the 
ghastly  spectacle  as  to  lose  their 
speech.  It  was  conjectured  that 
some  wretch  had,  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  injured  the  rope, 
which  was  nearlynew,  and  liad 
chipped  it  nearly  in  two.  It  was 
quite  clear,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  rope,  that  the  fibres  had  been 
cut,  their  ends  being  smooth  in  those 
parts  tampered  with,  and  jagged 
in  the  part  which  had  given  way. 
Ou  the  previous  night,  this  same 
rope  had  safely  borne  32  cwt. 
As  soon  as  the  rope  could  be  ad- 
justed, three  men  were  let  down 
into  the  pit.  No  clue  was  found 
to  the  detection  of  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  horrible  act.  Se-* 
veral  of  the  sufferers  left  families. 
At  the  inquest  at  Kingston,  the 
bailiff  of  the  pit,  deposed,  that  on 
the  night  before,  the  rope  was 
quite  perfect,  seven  men  having 
gone  Gowo  safely.  He  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  the  rope 
had  been  purposely  injured.  Al- 
though he  slept  on  the  works,  he 
beard  no  noise  during  the  night. 
He  knew  of  no  ill-feeling  among 
the  men.  The  coroner's  jury 
found  a  verdict  of  "  Wilful  mur- 
der against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown." 
Q2 
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9.    Lord  Mayor's-day. — This 
(lay   Sir  Chapman   Marshall^   the 
new  lord  mayor,  was  sworn  into 
oHico  with    the   customary  forms 
before  the  barons  of  the  exchequer. 
'Ihe  banquet  in  the  Guidhall  was 
as  sumptuous  and  the  company  as 
numerous  as  usual.     Among  these 
last  w«  re  several  of  lier  majesty*s 
cabinet    ministers,    whose    treat- 
ment on  this  occasion  was,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  not  creditable  to  the 
good  taste  or  good  breeding  of  a 
part  of  their   civic  entertainers. 
AH  passed  off  very  well  till  the 
lord    chancellor    rose    to    return 
thanks  after  his  health  had  been 
proposed,  when  there  were  symp- 
toms   of    disapprobation    from   a 
part  of  the  company.     This,  how- 
ever, was  a  very  slight  manifesta- 
tion in  comparison  with  what  fol- 
lowed,   when     the     lord     mayor 
proposed     the    health    of   "  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers."     His  lord- 
ship   said,    '*  He   was  happy  to 
think  that  there  were  assembled 
under  the  roof  of   that   hall    in 
honour  of  the  occasion,  a  portion, 
and  a  large  portion,   of  her  ma- 
jesty's    ministers. — {^Cheers    and 
hisses,  in  which  the  latter  decidedly 
predominated,]     The   sheriffs  and 
himself  were  this  day  honoured  by 
the  presence  of  lord  Melbourne — 
]jche€rs  and  hisses']^  the  marquis 
of  Nor  man  by  — [/«Wj],  lord  Pal- 
merston — [groans'],  and  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,   who  had 
been  kind  enough  to  accept  their 
invitation  to  dine  at  the  Guild- 
hall.— [^Cheers   and  hissing   con" 
iinuedr\     Holding  the  high  situa- 
tions to  which    her  majesty  had 
been  pleased  to  raise  them,  and 
with  many  arduous  and  important 
duties  to  perform,    all  he  would 
say  was,  he  wished  to  God,  he 
sincerely   prayed,    their  measures 
mi^ht  be  such    as  ultimately  to 


secure  the  confidence  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
country." 

The  scene  which  now  presented 
itself  in  the  hall  was  perfectly 
indescribable,  one  party  attempt- 
ing to  drown  with  tneir  cheers  the 
more  vociferous  sibillations  of  the 
other.  The  ministers  on  rising 
were  assailed  by  a  complete  storm 
of  hisses  and  groans,  which  lasted 
for  several  minutes.  AH  attempts 
to  obtain  a  hearing  were  useless. 
Lord  Melbourne,  with  his  usual 
good  humour,  smiled  under  the 
infliction,  but  his  efforts  to  pro- 
cure an  audience  were  ineffectual. 
At  length  the  lord  mayor  en- 
treated the  company  to  be  silent, 
and  allow  the  noble  lord  to  pro- 
ceed, which  Viscount  Melbourne 
again  attempted  to  do;  but  the 
interruption  was  still  so  great  as 
to  prevent  his  being  heard  even 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  position 
he  occupied.  His  lordship  ob- 
served, that  ''  it  would  be  quite 
improper  to  introduce  anytliing 
whatever  of  a  political  nature  or 
character  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  occasion  was  altogether  im- 
proper, and  the  place  itself  unfit 
for  such  discussions.  The  hall  in 
which  they  were  assembled  was 
well  calculated  for  the  reception 
of  the  distinguished  and  nume- 
rous guests  whom  the  authorities 
of  this  great  city  called  around 
them ;  but  unquestionably  it  was 
altogether  unfit  for  debate  or  dis- 
cussion of  a  political  nature;  being 
so  large  that,  even  if  requisite 
silence  were  preserved,  no  Toioe 
could  travel  to  any  considerabte 
distance  in  it ;  but  if  silence  were 
not  kept,  one  could  hardly  hear 
what  he  himself  was  uttering." 

The  noise  and  tumult  which 
had  prevailed  from  the  first  ao- 
iiouncement  of  the  toast  becama 
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now  more  uproarious  still  ;  and 
the  noble  viscount  found  it  impos- 
sible to  proceed. 

The  lord  mayor  again  inter- 
posed. *'  Little  had  he  anticipated 
that  at  such  an  entertainment  as 
the  present  he  should  be  called  on 
to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining order  and  silence.  Cer- 
tainly, he  must  say,  they  were  not 
])aying  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
sheriffs  that  compliment  which 
they    had    a    right   to    expect." 

Lord  Melbourne  once  more  at- 
tempted to  address  the  company, 
but  was  not  audible  beyond  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  thecrosstable. 

The  duke  of  Wellington's  health 
was  received  with  applause.  The 
recorder,  Mr.  Law,  tried  to  make 
some  amends  to  the  ministers  for 
the  rough  treatment  they  had  met 
with.  He  complimented  lord 
John  Russell  and  the  marquess 
(^f  Normanby,  though  differing  in 
politics  from  both,  on  the  atten- 
tion they  had  always  paid  to 
the  recommendations,  and  de- 
ference to  the  authority,  of  those 
who  fdled  the  judicial  office. 

The  party  broke  up  about 
twelve  o'clock. 

—  German  Publications.  — 
The  catalogue  of  this  autumn's 
book  fair  at  Leipsic,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fair  index  of  the 
literary  and  scientific  activity  in 
Germany  during  the  last  six 
months,  announces  4,071  new 
works  published  by  518  booksel- 
lers. The  number  published  in 
the  summer  half-year  of  1829  was 
about  3,600,  and  that  of  the  cor- 
res(»ondi ng  period  in  1819  only 
1,300.  It  is  said  that  this  in- 
crease, judging  from  the  business 
which  is  doing  by  printers  and 
booksellers,  will  still  go  on  io  a 
similar  proportion. 


—  Fires  in  America. — The 
papers  from  that  part  of  the  world, 
received  at  this  time,  make  men- 
tion of  most  destructive  fires  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Mobile.  Of  the  conflagration  in 
New  York,  the  following  particu- 
lars are  given. 

The  loss  by  the  great  fire  in 
Water-street  was  estimated  at 
about  1,000,000  dollars.  It  was 
much  the  greatest  Arc  that  has 
occurred  there  since  the  conflagra- 
tion of  December  1835.  The  en- 
tire square  bounded  by  Water, 
Fulton,  and  Front- streets,  and 
Burling  Slip,  became  a  heap  of 
ruins,  except  five  or  six  stores  of 
Fulton- street— only  one  in  that 
street  being  wholly  destroyed,  and 
one  in  Front-street,  next  to  the 
corner  of  Fulton.  Some  of  the 
remaining  buildings  were  much 
damaged.  The  entire  square  was 
devoted  to  extensive  commercial 
pursuits.  So  rapid  was  the  pro- 
gress of  the  flames,  that  several 
stores  were  destoyed,  with  their 
contents,  before  the  doors  could 
be  reached.  It  was  with  great 
difliculty  that  the  large  hotel 
known  as  Holt*s  was  saved  from 
destruction. 

10.  Suicide. — This  evening 
(Saturday)  an  inquest  was  held 
on  the  corpse  ot  Mr.  William 
Unwin  Sims,  whose  suicide  took 
place  the  previous  week.  From 
the  evidence  it  appeared  that  Mr. 
Sims  had  been  much  harassed 
by  business.  He  was  a  partner 
in  two  mercantile  flrms^  chairman 
of  the  Glenarvon  Iron  Company, 
chairman  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company,  and  a  bank 
director.  He  was  a  bachelor^ 
about  forty-flve,  remarkably  atten- 
tive to  business,  and  supposed  to 
be  a  very  prosperous  man.  Evi- 
dcDce  was  given   that   his  own 
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private  banking  account^  and  the 
accounts  of  the  houtjos  with  which 
he  was  connected,  were  what  are 
called  **  good  accounts"  —  the 
amount  of  assets  in  hand  being 
considerable.  Mr.  Sims,  however, 
had  complained  to  his  solicitor, 
that  he  *'  had  two  many  irons  in 
the  fire,"  and,  "  what  with  the 
Bank  and  other  matters,"  was 
"overdone.**  He  talked  of  a 
journey  to  Madrid  by  way  of  re- 
laxation, with  one  of  his  brothers. 
He  had  insured  his  life  for 
20,000/.  with  the  intention,  as  he 
said,  of  surprising  his  family  with 
an  unexpected  fortune.  Nothing 
remarkable  appeared  in  his  man. 
uer  on  Thursday  night  when  he 
went  to  bed;  but  on  Friday  he 
did  not  make  his  appearance  as 
usual,  and  his  servant  found  him 
lying  down,  his  head  shaltertd  by 
a  pistol-bullet,  the  pistol  in  his 
right  hand.  He  had  evidently 
shot  himself  through  the  mouth. 
The  jury  found  a  verdict  of 
'*  Temporary  insanity."  We  may 
here  mention,  as  a  further  proof 
of  the  contagion  of  examples  of 
self-destruction,  that  on  the  fol- 
lowing Tuesday  a  coroner's  jury 
assembled  to  in(|uire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  suicide  of  Mrs. 
Priscilla  Austin,  wife  of  Mr.  An- 
tony Austin,  of  Bayswater,  and 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  David 
Ricardo.  The  housemaid  said,  that 
on  Saturday  morning  she  found  her 
mistress  sitting  in  bed,  the  bed« 
clothes  covered  with  blood ;  and 
it  was  found  that  Mrs.  Austin  had 
cut  her  throat  with  /^e'o  ))enknives, 
which  were  found  on  the  bed. 
Mr.  Austin  was  too  much  dis- 
tressed to  appear  before  the  jury ; 
but  Mrs.  Austin's  brother  and  the 
servants  gave  evidence  which 
satisfied  the  jury  of  her  *'  tem- 
poray  mental  derangement.''    Mr. 


Sims  was  an  iutimate  friend  and 
distant  relation  of  the  fitmily ;  and 
the  account  of  his  -dtiicide  hail 
deeply  affected  Mrs.  Auatin. 

11.  Chartist  Triaub.— ^At  the 
Kirkdale  petty  sessions,  sentences 
were  passed  on  thirty-fire  cbartist 
prisoners,  who  were  lit  the  oom- 
men cement  of  last  week,  tried  and 
found  guilty  of  riots  and  assaults ie 
the  parish  of  Leigh,  in  the  county 
of  Lancashire.  They  were  oon- 
demned  to  various  terms  of  inapri- 
sonment  with  hard  labour,  and  it 
the  expiration  of  their  terms  of 
confinement,  they  were  all  to  be 
bound  over  to  be  of  good  behanonr 
for  twelve  months. 

12.  Stockdale  y.  Hansard. — 
The  question  of  |)arliamentary  pri- 
vilege was  again  sub  judice  m  the 
courts  of  Westminster-hall ;  Mr. 
Stockdale  having  commenced  an- 
other action  against  Messrs.  Han- 
sard for  the  continncd  sale  of  the 
report  of  the  prison  inspectors, 
and  laying  his  damages  at  50flOOL 
The  defendants  suffered  judgment 
to  go  by  default;  and  a  writ  of 
inquiry  was  issued  to  the  slieriff 
of  Middlesex  to  assess  damages  in 
the  action.  The  sheriff  haring 
summoned  a  jury,  the  defendants 
served  notice  of  the  ho|ise  of  com- 
mons* resolution  concerning  the 
])ublication  of  its  reports,  on  Stock- 
dale,  his  attorney,  the  sheriff  and 
under-sheriff;  and  the  sheriff,  to 
])rotect  himself,  embodied  the  ooi»- 
mons'  resolution  on  an  affidarit, 
on  which  he  applied  to  the  court 
of  queen's  bench  to  eulaxge  the 
return  to  the  writ  of  inquiry  till 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  or  till 
something  should  be  done  to  aFcrt 
a  contest  between  parliament  and 
the  courts.  Mr.  Kennedy  in  the 
bail  court,  before  Mr.  Justice  Lit- 
tledale,  spoke  in  support  of  the 
sheriff's  application.      When    ha 
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liad  concluded,  Mr.  Justice  Little,  in  the  roidst  of  tlicm  a  female  was 

dale  said — "  I  think  in  this  case  observed  to  throw  herself  from  the 

there  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  first   floor   window.     She  fell  on 

the  court  to  interfere,  and  there-  the    pavement   below ;    she    was 

fore  there  must  be  no  rule."  picked   up  apparently  dead,  and 

The  case  came  before  the  un-  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  house, 

der-shcriff  and   a   jury,    in   Red  The   police  endeavoured  to  force 

liion    square,   on   the    12th   inst.  their  way  into  the  house  to  ascer- 

Stockdale  pleaded  his  own  cause ;  tain  if  there  were  any  other  in- 

nobody  appeared  for  the  defendant,  mates,  but  were  unable  to  do  so, 

and  tlie  jury  awarded  600/.  da-  in   consequence  of   the    rapidity 

mages.  with  which  the  flames  progressed. 

—  Fire. — A  dreadful  fire,  by  When  the  fire  had  been  got  un- 
which  eight  persons  lost  their  lives,  der,  by  the  assistance  of  engines,  ii 
occurred  early  in  the  morning,  in  search  was  commenced  among  the 
Widegate alley,  Bishopsgate-street.  ruins.  On  entering  the  remains,  a 
The  fire  originated  on  the  premises  blackened  mass  was  discovered, 
of  Mr.  Barton,  scale-board  and  which,  on  examination,  proved  to 
hat-tip  manufacturer,  but  soon  be  the  body  of  a  female.  On  the 
spread  to  some  adjoining  houses  removalof  this  body,  those  of  three 
occupied  by  poor  persons,  most  of  children,  from  four  to  nine  years 
whom  escaped;  but  eight,  among  old,  were  discovered  directly  under 
whom  were  three  children,  were  it  in  a  position  which  left  no  doubt 
overwhelmed  by  the  falling  in  of  that  the  body  of  the  female  was 
one  of  the  houses.  Their  bodies  that  of  their  mother,  and  that  they 
were  dug  out,  dreadfully  mangled,  hod  all  fell  together  clasped  in 
The  fire  was  first  discovered  by  a  each  other's  arms.  The  bodies  of 
city  police-constable.  He  was  pass-  three  men  and  another  woman 
ing  down  Widegate- alley  and  was  were  subsequently  discovered,  but 
astonished  to  find  it  filled  with  a  burnt  in  so  frightful  a  manner  as 
dense  volume  of  smoke,  of  which,  to  render  it  impossible  to  identify 
notwithstanding  he  made  a  very  them.  Some  of  them  were  com- 
minute examination  from  one  end  pletely  decapitated,  and  others 
of  the  place  to  the  other,  he  was  divested  of  their  arms  and  legs, 
unable  to  discover  the  origin.  He  A  man  of  the  name  of  Newman, 
sprang  his  rattle  and  aroused  the  who  fortunately  escaped,  gave  the 
inmates  of  every  house  by  knock-  following  account  of  what  came  to 
ing  at  the  doors,  when  a  scene  of  his  knowledge  respecting  this  oc- 
the  most  extraordinary  character  currence :— He,  together  with  his 
presented  itself,  in  this  close  and  wife,  slept  in  the  front  room  on  the 
densely  populated  neighbourhood,  first  floor  of  the  house  No.  10,  and 
Parents  with  their  offspring  in  re  tired  to  rest  the  night  before  about 
their  nrms,  and  men,  women,  and  half-past  eleven,  previous  to  which 
children  of  all  ages  and  of  both  time  he  had  gone  over  the  factory 
sexes,  were  seen  running  in  all  di-  and  had  found  the  fires  quite  out, 
rections  from  the  scene  of  the  and  every  thing  perfectly  safe.  He 
conflagration  in  a  complete  state  continued  awake  until  about  two 
of  nudity.  In  a  few  minutes  the  o'clock,  when  he  heard,  as  he  be« 
upper  part  of  the  house  No.  10  lieved,  a  man  named  Flood  and 
appeared  enveloped  in  flame^  aod  his  wife^  who  li?ed  with  their  &• 
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mily  in  tlic  second -floor  back  room, 
come  in,  and  slumblc  up  stairs  in  a 
very  clumsy  manner,  as  if  they 
were  in  liquor.  Newman  said,  he 
then  went  to  sleep  until  six  o'clock, 
when  he  was  awakened,  as  he 
thought,  by  the  heavy  falling  of 
rain.  He  awoke  his  wife,  and 
called  her  attention  to  it,  and  then 
got  out  of  bed  to  dress  himself, 
which  took  him  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  On  opening  the  room 
door  to  go  down  stairs,  a  vast  body 
of  flame  burst  in  upon  him,  and 
had  he  not  fell  down  on  the  floor 
he  must  have  perished.  He  scram- 
bled to  the  window  and  opened  it, 
and  the  current  of  air  caused  the 
Are  to  ascend  the  staircase,  and 
enabled  him  to  descend  and  open 
the  street  door  to  call  for  assist- 
ance ',  but  seeing  no  one,  he  re- 
turned to  take  care  of  his  wife,  but 
whilst  in  the  act  of  assisting  her 
out  of  the  room,  the  upper  stair- 
case gave  way  and  fell  in  a  mass 
of  blaze  before  them.  He,  how- 
ever, succeeded  in  again  reaching 
the  street  door,  but  his  wife  re« 
treated  to  the  room  and  threw 
herself  out  of  window,  and  was 
picked  up  dreadfully  injured. 
Newman  said^  he  could  not  form 
the  slightest  idea  as  to  how  the 
Are  originated  3  but  Flood  was  a 
man  of  intemperate  habits. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  bo- 
dies, but  no  further  evidence  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  Are  was  elicited. 

18.  Law  Decisions. — Thecourt 
of  common  pleas  decided,  that 
aliens  oiay  bring  actions  for  libels 
in  British  courts  of  justice.  The 
case  on  which  the  question  arose 
was  that  of  Pisani  versus  Lawson. 
The  plaintiff  was  an  interpreter  or 
dragoman  at  Constantinople,  and 
complained  of  libels  against  him 
in  the  Times  newspaper. 

15.  In  the  same  court  it  was 


decided,  in  the  case  of  Brvan  ven 
sus  sir  George  Arthur,  that  the 
governor  of  a  coloDy  has  power  to 
revoke  the  assignment  of  a  convict 
servant,  although  not  with  the  in- 
tent to  pardon  him  or  mitigate 
punishment,  but  merelv  to  remofc 
him  from  the  service  of  the  master 
to  whom  he  had  been  assigned. 

•^  The  Royal  George.^ — ^The 
detachment  of  royal  sappers  and 
miners  employed  at  Spitbeadj  ar- 
rived at  Woolwich  dock-yard. 
Colonel  Pasley  hariog  concluded 
his  operations  against  the  Aoyal 
George  for  this  season.  It  was  re- 
solved to  recommence  operations 
the  following  May.  There  had 
been  consumed  during  these  ex- 
periments 12^940lb.  of  powder. 
Above  100  tons  of  the  wreck  had 
been  recovered  and  placed  in  the 
dock- yard  at  Portsmouth^  with 
five  brass  and  six  iron  guns.  It 
was  stated,  that  the  total  expense 
incurred  had  been  more  than  de- 
frayed by  the  value  of  the  articles 
recovered. 

— -  Coroner's  Inquest.  —  An 
inquest  was  held  at  the  Royal 
William  tavern^  BalKs-pond,  on 
the  body  of  Mr.  William  Slack, 
aged  sixty^  one  of  the  senior  clerks 
in  the  accountant 's-ofllice,  bank  of 
England,  who  committed  suicide 
by  hanging  himself.  The  case  was 
rendered^  if  possible,  more  painfiil 
to  the  unfortunate  gentleman's 
family,  from  the  singular  fact  that 
suspended  animation  was  for  a  time 
restored^  when  sanguine  hopes 
were  entertained  that  life  would 
be  preserved. 

Joseph  Jay,  a  plumber^  deposedi 
that  about  a  quarter  past  eight 
o*clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  the 
12th,  he  was  passing  the  deceas- 
ed's residence.  No.  5>  St.  Paul'a- 
terrace,  Islington)  when  a  yoang 
lady  who  was  standing   at  tha 
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street  door,  in  a  dreadfully  agi- 
tated state,  called  to  him,  exclaim- 
ing, **  Oh,  for  God's  sake,  help! 
my  poor  dear  father  has  hanged 
himself."  Witness  ran  into  the 
hoU8«,  and  on  ascending  to  the 
hack  drawing-room  found  that  the 
deceased  had  just  been  cut  down 
by  his  youngest  son,  the  unfortu- 
nate gentleman  having  suspended 
himself  by  a  rope  to  one  of  the 
rails  of  the  bedstead.  He  was  ap- 
parently quite  lifeless.  A  surgeon 
promptly  attended,  who  bled  the 
deceased  in  the  arm ;  shortly  after 
which  breathing  was  perceptible. 

Edwin  Slack,  a  youth  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  the  deceased's 
youngest  son,  deposed,  that  on  the 
Monday  night  his  father  appeared 
in  a  very  distressed  state  of  mind. 
I.ately  he  had  been  very  wretched, 
re|>eatedly  placing  his  hands  to 
his  forehead.  Witness  and  the 
rest  of  the  family  were  kept  in  a 
state  of  continued  alarm,  being 
convinced  that  his  unfortunate  pa- 
rent was  not  in  his  right  senses. 
In  the  morning  he  had  asked  me 
for  a  pistol  which  witness  had ; 
but,  fearful  that  he  meditated  self- 
destruction,  witness  refused  to  give 
it.  He  had  frequently  threatened 
to  destroy  himself.  He  had  not 
attended  to  his  duties  at  the  bank 
for  the  last  four  months,  having 
obtained  leave  of  absence  to  settle 
some  pecuniary  embarrassments. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  "  Temporary  mental  derange* 
ment." 

16.  Present  to  Mr.  R.  Ste- 
piiENFON,  the  Engineer. — At  a 
public  dinner  at  the  Albion  tavern, 
Aldersgate-street,  a  very  magnifi« 
cent  service  of  plate,  valued  at 
upwards  of  1,250  guineas,  was 
presented  to  this  gentleman.  The 
plate  had  been  subscribed  for  by 
railway  contractors,  (the  eubscrip* 


tion  being  limited  to  that  class, 
and  the  amount  to  5/.  from  each 
person,)  in  token  of  their  respjct 
and  esteem  for  Mr.  Stephenson's 
private  and  professional  character 
and  conduct,  in  bringing  to  com- 

{)]etion  the  London  and  Birmiog- 
lam  railway.  The  diniier  was 
attended  by  about  two  hundred 
gentlemen,  including  several  emi- 
nent engineers,  architects,  railway 
contractors,  iron-masters,  and  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  railway  un- 
dertakings. 

18.  Intimidatiox  of  Work- 
men.— At  the  magistrates'  c-ourt, 
at  Kirkdale,  Hugh  M'Gowan  and 
Charles  Driffield  were  charged  with 
having,  together  with  several 
others,  committed  a  violent  assault 
on  several  of  their  fellow- workmen. 
It  appeared  that  most  of  the  twine- 
spinners  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Jackson  and  Co.,  ropers^  were 
strangers  who  had  been  recently 
employed.  Since  they  entered  the 
service  of  Messrs.  Jackson,  the 
ropemakers  had  taken  frequent 
opportunities  of  annoying  them, 
and  several  violent  assaults  had 
been  committed  on  them.  By 
way  of  enforcing  their  wishes,  the . 
ropemakers  had  more  than  once 
destroyed  the  wheels,  &c.  where 
the  twiners  worked.  The  warrants 
were  issued  on  the  informations  of 
Joseph  Webster  and  Patrick  Neale, 
of  West  Derby.  The  witnesses 
were  all  twine-spinners^  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  Jackson .  They 
were  corroborated  by  one  or  two 
individuals  who  happened  to  be 
present  It  appeared  that  on  the 
night  of  the  15th,  the  witnesses 
and  the  two  prisoners,  with  several 
of  Messrs.  Jackson's  ropers,  were 
at  the  Old  Swan  public-house* 
The  ropers  did  not  enter  till  some 
time  after  the  twine-spinners* 
Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the 
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former^  one  of  them  took  up  his 
glass  and  drank  as  a  toast,  *'  Here's 

toh — 1  with  all  b black  sheep." 

Another  of  the  ropers  immediately 
stepped  forward  and  took  off  his 
jacket,  when  one  of  his  companions 
got  before  him  and  said  that  he 
should  not  strike.  The  twine- 
spinners,  fearing  mischief,  left  the 
house.  They  were  immediately 
folIoMxd  by  the  ro|)ers,  who,  the 
moment  they  got  outside,  fell  upon 
the  twine-spinners  and  knocked 
them  down,  and  beat  and  kicked 
them  most  brutally.  As  all  the 
latter  were  strangers,  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  identifying  the 

f)risoners.  1 1  was  distinctly  sworn, 
»owever,  that  Driffield  had  knocked 
a  man  named  Hussey  senseless,  and 
afterwards  kicked  him.  One  Law- 
son  Blythe  was  struck  on  the  head 
with  some  instrument,,  and  was 
taken  up  from  the  road  insensible. 
Several  of  the  others  were  beaten 
in  a  shocking  manner.  The  evi- 
dence against  Driffield  was  con- 
clusive, and  it  appeared  that  he 
had  before  been  in  custody  for 
similar  conduct.  The  evidence 
against  M'Gowan  merely  showed 
that  he  was  one  of  the  assaulting 
party,  but  he  was  not  sworn  to  as 
having  actually  struck.  The  ma- 
gistrates, therefore,  thouglit  pro- 
per to  acquit  him.  DriOield  was 
fined  51.  and  costs,  and  to  find  bail 
to  keep  the  peace. 

19.      LOCKWOOD  v.  LOCKWOOD. 

—  In  the  Consistory  Court,  Dr. 
Lusliington  gave  sentence  in  this 
case,  which  was  argued  during  the 
previous  Trinity  Term.  The  suit 
was  brought  by  Lady  Julia  Lock- 
wood  for  a  separation  by  reason  of 
Mr.  Lock  wood's  alleged  cruelty. 
I'hc  marriage  took  place  at  Rome 
in  1821;  the  parties  lived  together^ 
principally  abroad^  till  October, 
1834^  when  they  fiauliy  parted. 


The  first,  third,  fourth^  and  fifth 
article  of  the  libel,  the  learned 
judge  said,  he  considered  wholly 
witbout  proof,  as  well  as  the  sixth 
article^  which  charged  general  ill- 
treatment  whilst  the  parties  resided 
at  the  Hotel  de  Castries  in  1831. 
The  seventh  article  pleaded,  that 
whilst  resident  at  that  hotel.  Lady 
Julia  being  about  to  dine  with 
Mr.  Locke  and  his  family^  who 
resided  at  the  same  hotel,  Mr. 
Lock  wood  seized  her  roughly  by 
the  arm  and  swore  at  her,  me 
being  in  a  very  weak  state  of 
health  ;  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Locke 
interposed  for  her  protection ;  and 
that  that  night  Mr.  Lockwood 
kicked  his  wife  out  of  bed.  Mr. 
Locke  had  been  examined  on  this 
article.  The  substance  of  his  evi- 
dence was,  that  Mr.  Lockwood  was 
in  a  very  violent  passion,  ''  almost 
blind  with  rage;"  but  he  did 
not  depose  to  any  force  or  threat 
of  force,  though  he  expresses  his 
belief  that  Mr.  Lockwood  was  pre- 
pared to  have  dragged  his  wife  out 
of  the  room  if  she  had  not  clung 
to  the  witness ;  but  he  added,  that 
after  dinner  he  thought  the  whole 
matter  forgotten.  Mrs.  Locke 
stated  that  Lady  Julia  came  into 
her  apartment  much  alarmed,  went 
through  it,  and  concealed  herself 
in  another  room ;  that  Mrs.  Locke 
locked  the  door,  and  refused  to  let 
Mr.  Lockwood  in  at  first,  and  when 
she  did,  he  showed  very  great 
violence  and  broke  open  two  of  her 
doors.  Towards  dinner  Lady  Julia 
came  in  and  begged  protection  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Locke;  Mr. Lock- 
wood,  in  a  violent  passion,  seind 
herarm,abd,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Locke's 
interference,  attempted  to  drag  her 
to  the  door,  and  with  oaths  de- 
clared sh^  should  not  sit  down  to 
dinner.  Mr.  Lockwood's  fury  was 
such  that  the  witness  wa«  appw 
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liensive  of  serious  consequences  if 
slie  was  left  alone  with  him.  Lady 
Julians  state  of  liealth  was  bad  at 
tlie  time,  and  she  suffered  from 
tlie  tic  doloreux.  There  was  no 
charge  pressed  against  Mr.  Lock- 
wood  from  this  time  till  the  autumn 
of  1832.  The  eighth  article  plead- 
ed general  harshness  of  behaviour ; 
that  whilst  at  T^dy  Aldborough's, 
in  George-street,  Hanover-square, 
Mr.  Lockwood  desired  his  wife  one 
evening,  about  half-past  nine 
oY'Iock,  to  go  to  bed ;  on  her  de- 
clining, as  Lady  Aldborough  had 
company,  he  swore  she  should, 
and  with  great  violence  dragged 
her  by  the  arm  and  hair  out  of 
the  room  up  to  her  bedroom  ;  that 
her  maid,  being  alarmed,  got  him 
out  of  the  room  and  locked  the 
door;  that  Lady  Julia  went  into 
Lady  Aldborough's  bedroom  ;  that 
Mr.  Lockwood  forcibly  entered  and 
pulled  her  out ;  that  Mr.  Gore, 
who  was  present  when  Lady  Julia 
was  dragged  out  of  the  drawing- 
room,  expressed  his  indignation, 
and  Mr.  Lockwood  apologised. 
The  responsive  allegation  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Lockwood  admitted  a 
dispute  between  the  parties  on  this 
occasion  5  and  that  Mr.  Lockwood 
took  Lady  Julia  upstairs  to  her 
own  room,  and  afterwards  removed 
her  from  Lady  Aldborough's  room 
to  her  own;  but  it  ascribed  the 
origin  of  the  dispute  to  a  conver- 
sation between  Lady  Julia  and 
Mr.  (jore,  said  to  Ik*  very  offensive, 
and  denied  pulling  by  the  hair  and 
all  violence,  as  well  as  any  apology 
to  Mr.  Gore.  One  of  the  most 
important  witnesses  in  support  of 
this  charge  was  Mr.  Gore,  the 
nephew  of  Lady  Julia  by  the  half- 
blood,  and  Mr.  Lockwo<jd  alleged 
that  there  was  an  unrestricted 
familiarity  of  intercourse  between 
them  which  he  deemed  improper; 


to  substantiate  which  averment,  he 
annexed  certain  letters  from  Mr. 
Gore  to  Lady  Julia,  and  pleaded 
finding  Mr.  Gore  in  her  bedroom, 
she  being  in  bed.  The  learned 
judge  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Gore  was  a  biassed  wit* 
ness,  from  his  close  connexion  with 
Ladv  Julia  and  from  his  violent 
dislike  to  Mr.  Lockwood ;  the  de- 
gree of  credit,  therefore,  to  be 
given  to  his  evidence  was  to  be 
governed  by  circumstances.  Mr, 
Gore  deposed  that,  without  any 
apparent  cause,  Mr.  Lockwood 
insisted  with  oaths  on  his  wife's 
going  to  bed ;  that  he  seized  her 
by  the  hair  and  arms  and  carried 
her  out  of  the  room;  that  the 
witness  told  him  his  conduct  was 
cowardly  and  ungentlemanlike ; 
that  Mr.  Lockwood  burst  into  tears 
and  desired  him  to  say  nothing 
about  it,  though  he  did  not  directly 
a(K)logize,  and  the  witness  on  inter- 
rogatory  negatived  the  previous 
provocation  })leaded  in  the  respon- 
sive allegation.  Lady  Julia's  maid 
stated,  that  she  saw  Lady  Julia 
with  her  hair  undone,  cr)  ing  dread- 
fully, and  Mr.  Lockwood  pushing 
her  behind  upstairs.  Pickles,  an- 
other witness,  saw  Mr.  Lockwood 
dragging  Lady  Julia  from  the 
drawing.room  upstairs,  holding 
her  by  the  arm  or  shoulder;  he 
was  using  violence  "  rather  than 
otherwise;"  her  hair  was  all  down ; 
she  was  crying  violently.  Mr. 
Lockwood  said,  "  D — n  you,  I'll 
make  you!"  The  testimony  of 
these  two  witnesses,  therefore, 
very  strongly  corroborated  that  of 
Mr.  Gore.  The  ninth  article 
pleaded,  that  whilst  Lady  Julia 
was  in  her  bedroom  one  evening, 
Mr.  Lockwood  seized  her  by  and 
twisted  her  arms  in  a  cruel  man- 
ner. The  substance  of  this  article 
was  proved  by  the  maid^  who  found 
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Mr.  Lockwornl  letting  go  bis  wife's 
arm,  and  saw  marks  on  her  side, 
where  Lady  Julia  told  her  Mr. 
Lockwood  had  kicked  her.  It  was 
further  proved  by  the  evidence  of 
Dr.  Siechcll,  who  attended  l.ady 
Julia  when  suiFcring  manife»tly 
from  the  elfect  of  this  ill-treatment. 
The  10th,  nth,  and  12th  arti- 
cles.  Dr.  Lushiogton  said,  might 
be  passed  over.  The  13th  details 
the  circunistanccs  of  lady  Julia's 
resolving  to  quit  her  husband,  and 
taking  refuge  in  the  bed-room  of 
lady  Anne  Maria  Dawson,  then  on 
a  visit  at  the  house,  and  it  pleaded 
that  Mr.  Lockwood  swore  he  would 
go  into  the  room  and  bring  her 
back  **  by  the  scuflF  of  the  neck,'* 
and  that  he  was  prevented  by  the 
interference  of  Mr.  Fitzjames. 
The  evidence  of  lady  Anne  Maria 
Dawson  did  not  prove  any  miscon- 
duct of  Mr.  Lockwood  in  her 
presence ;  it  only  showed  the 
strong  impression  made  on  her 
mind  by  the  statement  and  ap- 
pearance of  lady  Julia.  Mr.  Fitz- 
james deposed  to  Mr.  Lockwood's 
threat,  to  pull  his  wife  out  *'  by 
the  scuff  of  her  neck,^'  and  to  his 
own  interference  ;  to  Mr.  Lock- 
wood's  agitation  on  finding  lady 
Julia  had  quitted  his  roof,  and  ta- 
ken shelter  under  that  of  another ; 
to  his  admission  that  he  had  been 
very  much  to  blame,  and  *'  a 
brute  to  her ; "  and  to  his  willing- 
ness to  engage,  if  she  would  re- 
turn, not  to  subject  her  to  any 
|)€rsonal  molestation.  Mr.  Fitz- 
James's  evidence  was  corroborated 
by  a  document  in  Mr.  Lockwood's 
own  handwriting,  in  which  he  con- 
sents to  a  species  of  separation,  to 
an  arrangement  with  resjiect  to 
herself  and  children,  to  his  own  ex- 
clusion. 1  he  learned  judge  said, 
he  had  hitherto  confined  liimself 
to  the  charges  preferred  by  lady 


Julia,  but  before  he  considered  the 
last,  namely,  the  occurrences  at 
Tunbridge-wells,  he  must  adrert 
to  Mr.  Lockwood's  plea,  which 
might  be  divided  into  three  parts, 
first,  defensive  against  the  charges, 
and  not  a  single  witness  had  been 
examined  on  these  aYerments; 
secondly,  accusative  of  lady  Julia, 
and  many  documents  were  ap- 
pended as  to  this  point,  but  no 
witnesses  were  examined,  save 
with  reference  to  the  children: 
thirdly,  relative  to  the  negotia- 
tions for  a  separation.  With  res- 
pect to  the  last,  the  refusal  of 
lady  Julia  to  consent  to  a  separa- 
tion on  pecuniary  terms  alleged  to 
be  reasonable,  could  not  afiect  the 
legal  judgment  of  this  court  on 
charges  of  cruelty.  As  to  the 
misconduct  imputed  to  lady  Julia, 
no  criminality  was  ascribed  to  her; 
indeed,  the  prayer  that  the  court 
would  order  her  to  return  home 
and  cohabit  with  her  husband,  was 
the  strongest  disclaimer  of  any 
such  criminality.  But  she  was 
accused  of  flirting,  and  of  levity  of 
manner,  and  impropriety  of  con- 
duct towards  gentlemen.  This 
charge,  though  in  its  nature  ca- 
pable of  proof,  was  not  substanti- 
ated by  the  production  of  a  single 
witness.  With  respect  to  the 
letters  produced,  if  such  a  cor- 
respondence was  secret  and  clan- 
destine, it  would  have  afforded  the 
husband  some  just  cause  of  offence ; 
not  that  these  letters  denoted  any 
departure  from  purity  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  lady  Julia,  but  be- 
cause they  were,  at  least,  not  al- 
together consistent  with  the  strict 
prudence  which  husbands  have  a 
right  to  require  from  their  wives. 
But  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
correspondence  being  dandestine, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term. 
Assumipg  It  was,  it  coald  not  ia 
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any  degree  extenuate  the  violence 
of  Mr.  liockwood.  If  not  disco- 
vered till  his  visit  to  Tunbridge- 
wells  in  1838,  it  could  have  no 
operation  on  his  preceding  conduct. 
Interrogatories^  as  to  levity  of 
manner  and  impropriety  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  lady  Julia,  had 
been  addressed  to  several  of  tlie 
witnesses^  all  of  whom  had  nega- 
tived the  accusation  in  the  most 
decided  terms.  The  last  circum- 
stance wiis  the  proceeding  of  Mr. 
Lockwood^  in  forcibly  entering  the 
house  lady  Julia  was  residing  in  at 
Tun  bridge- wells,  after  a  separa- 
tion dejaclo  of  three  years.  This 
proceeding  was  wholl]'  unjustifi- 
able. A  husband,  under  those 
cin*umstances^  had  no  right  to 
take  the  law  into  his  own  liands, 
and  supersede  the  established  tri- 
bunals. The  learned  judge  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  opinion, 
that  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Lockwood^ 
that  lady  Julia  be  ordered  to  return 
to  cohabitation  with  him,  must  be  re- 
jected, and  a  decree  be  pronounced 
in  her  favour.  He  thought  that 
]iersonal  ill-usage  had  been  proved, 
and  that,  considering  lady  Julians 
state  of  health  and  acute  suffering, 
the  effect  of  such  ill  usage  might 
reasonably  be  expected  seriously 
to  endanger  her  health. 

19.  Extraordinary  Credu- 
lity.— An  instance  of  this  was 
made  public  in  a  trial  before  the 
court  of  assize  of  Lower  Rhine, 
at  Strnsburg.  It  appeared  that 
an  entire  family,  father,  mother, 
daughter,  and  son-in-law,  had 
stripped  themselves  of  a  sum  of 
more  than  l,500f.  the  sum  total 
of  their  savings  ;  and  sold  at  an 
under  price  their  whole  estate, 
within  the  space  of  a  few  weeks, 
under  the  persuasion  that  St. 
Theresa  or  St.  Magdalen  had  gi- 
ven the  order^  by  letters  dropjped 


from  Heaven,  and  signed  by  tlie 
Holy  Virgin,  or  by  Jesus  ChriBt 
himself.      The  complainants,  an 
old  couple,  name<I  Kintz,  of  Hop- 
shiem,  were  of  a  simplicity  und 
superstitious  credulity  almost  ap- 
proaching    to     idiotcy.       Their 
dauohter  and  son-in-law.  the  cou- 
ple Berghur^t,  were  nearly  equally 
so.    A  female  domestic,  Theresa 
Heller,  who  in  1833  had  entered 
into   the  service   of  this  family, 
conceived  the  idea  of  profitting  by' 
their  weakness  of  mind*  Scarcely 
settled  more  than  a  few  months  in 
their  service,  she  persuaded  them 
that  she  was    in    correspondence 
as    well   with  St.    Theresa    her 
patron  saint,  as  with  the  Holy  Vir- 
gin and  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and 
that    by    their  intervention   she 
could  oDtain  for  the  eldest  of  the 
daughters  of  Berghurst,  who  waa 
a  complete  idiot,  the  perfect  resto- 
ration of  her  intellectual  faculties. 
To  conciliate  these  heavenly  pow- 
ers, she  made  in  the  churches  nu- 
merous offerings,  which  her  patron, 
St.  Theresa,  in  an  apparition  an« 
nounced   to  her,  ought  not  to  be 
made  by  herself  alone.    The  two 
families  of  Kintz  and  Berghurst 
believed  all.    Ihey  entrusted  her 
with  all  the  money  she  demanded 
of  them  to  deposit  in  the  church- 
es.    Several  times  she  returned  to 
the  charge,  alleging  that  fresh  ap- 
paritions  bad  exacted  from    her 
richer  offerings.     All  the  savings 
of  the  old  |)eople,  amounting  to 
more  than  l,500f.,  had  already  by 
these  means  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Theresa  Heller,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  their  little  daughter  was 
in  no  degree  ameliorated. 

The  money  of  the  Kintz  family 
was  exhausted,  but  the  cupidity  of 
their  servant  was  not  yet  satisfied. 
She  induced  her  poor  dupes  to 
<;c»ntract  loans,  to  alienate  their 
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real  estate.  She  concocted  a  new 
story,  quite  as  gross  as  the  first, 
but  which  was  attended  with  equal 
success.  She  persuaded  Iier  mas- 
ters that  a  phantom  had  appeare<1 
to  her  in  the  barn^  and  liad  an- 
nounced to  her  thut  an  immense 
treasure  would  be  found,  buried 
there  ever  since  the  thirty  years* 
war.  Hut,  as  this  money  was  un- 
der the  watch  of  evil  spirits,  it 
was  necessary,  in  order  to  discover 
it,  to  purchase  by  rich  offerings 
the  protection  of  St.  Theresa  and 
St.  Magdalen,  who  would  cause  it 
to  issue  from  the  earth.  Several 
times  the  old  couple  Kintz  found 
upon  their  table  letters,  which 
Theresa  told  them  sometimes  had 
fallen  direct  from  Heaven,  and 
sometimes  had  been  remitted  to 
her  by  her  patron  to  give  to  her 
masters.  By  these  letters,  Jesus 
Christ  or  the  Holy  Virgin  enjoined 
the  Kintz  family  to  place  entire 
confidence  in  the  girl  Heller,  who 
was  a  chihl  chcri&hed  of  Go<l, 
placed  under  the  special  protection 
of  St.  Theresa,  and  to  follow  her 
advice  without  the  least  remark — 
to  sell  all  their  goods  to  a  Jew  of 
Fegersliiem,  of  the  name  of  Jacques 
Klein,  at  the  price  which  the  lat- 
ter should  offer  for  them. 

One  of  these  celestial  missives 
was  as  follows: — 

'*  Mydear  Grandmolher,— You 
have  often  cares;  banish  them,  and 
dream  that  Jesus  Christ  will  not 
abandon  you.  Theresa  will  gain 
in  the  lottery  ;  she  will  gain  ten 
numbers  ;  she  will  have  more  mo- 
ney than  two  horses  can  draw. 

'^  Listen,  my  dear  grandmother, 
I,  Jesus,  tell  you  to  go  to  Feger- 
shiem,  to  Feizel,  the  red  haired. 
Oh  !  do  not  refuse  me  this  prayer, 
for  without  that  you  will  drive 
the  nails  into  my  hands.  Seek 
there   120  francs,  and  when  she 


shall  get  the  money  from  tbe  lot- 
tery, you  can  pay  the  debt.  You 
must  set  out  on  Tuesday  in  quest 
of  the  money.  It  is  necessary 
that  you  should  imagine  that  God 
has  given  it,  and  that  he  has  reta- 
ken it,  and  that  he  will  restore  it." 

Obedient  to  these  injunctioDS, 
the  Kintzcs  had  already  sold  to 
Jacques  Klein  280  "  arcs  "  of  land 
for  5,000f.  Part  of  this  money 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Is- 
raelite purchaser^  and  part  had 
been  remitted  to  Theresa  to  satisfy 
the  celestial  exigencies.  Impa- 
tience now  began  to  gain  upon 
the  married  couple  Kinta.  From 
this  time  it  was  not  more  by 
worldly  promises  than  by  menaces 
of  hell,  of  the  near  end  of  the 
world,  that  they  decided  to  despoil 
themselves  of  that  property  which 
still  remained.  One  of  the  last 
letters  is  thus  expressed:  — 

''  I,  Jesus— I  am  compelled  to 
announce  to  you  a  terrible  word 
which  need  not  alarm  you.  In 
three  weeks  from  yesterday  the 
last  day  will  come.  Fear  not,  dear 
grand  parents,  you,  Therese,  and 
your  son,  your  spoiled  child,  will 
not  die.  You  will  enter  body  and 
soul  into  heaven.  I  will  send  forty 
angels,  who  shall  seek  you.  You 
have  no  more  need  of  riches  in  this 
world,  the  heavenly  world  is  worth 
more  to  you." 

On  her  own  behalf  the  holy 
virgin  thus  writes  to  Kints : — 

'^  Believe  that  I  have  actively 
interceded  for  you  with  my  divine 
son,  because  you  have  hadf  a  very 
good  heart  for  the  poor,  and  have 
thanked  my  son  for  having  sent 
Theresa  for  your  protectress.  The 
good  child  has  redeemed  heaven 
for  YOU.  The  last  day  is  not  &r 
distant.  Oh  !  dear  grand  |)arentB, 
if  you  come  not  in  body  and  soul 
to  heaven^  you  will  suffer  much 
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torment  the  last  day,  for  all  will 
be  burnt,  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat 
will  flow  oyer.  Oh  !  it  is  teixible 
to  hear  these  words,  'You  other 
dead,  rise  to  appear  before  the 
judgment  seat/  How  many  damned 
souls  will  there  not  be  thei*e  then  ? 

"  Oh  !  dear  grandparents,  I  have 
a  prayer  to  make  to  you.  Go  to 
the  mayor  and  borrow  forty  francs. 
O  listen  still  to  the  mother  of 
God.     I  salute  you." 

These  letters  had  their  effect, 
and  the  Kintzcs  (husband  and 
wife)  alienated  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1835,  the  last  two 
pieces  of  land  which  remained  to 
them ;  and  again  Jacques  Klein 
was  tlie  purchaser,  for  the  sum  of 
1,500  francs.  The  old  people  con- 
tinued to  receive  their  celestial 
correspondence  until  125  letters 
had  accumulated.  This  corre- 
spondence ceased  as  soon  as  the 
poor  people  were  completely  de- 
si)oiled.  The  girl  Heller  then  left 
the  house  of  her  master.  She  mar- 
ried at  Lutzelhausen,  and  from 
her  new  residence  continued  to 
lull  them  with  chimerical  hopes 
until  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1839.  It  was  not  until  then 
that  the  eyes  of  the  old  people 
were  opened.  Not  only  were  they 
themselves  possessed  of  nothing, 
but  their  son-in-law  and  daughter 
had  ruined  themselves  to  pay  off 
the  price  of  the  redemption  of  the 
goods  sold  to  the  Jew  Klein  ;  for 
the  latter  had  resold  to  the  Berg- 
hursts  for  9,000  francs,  the  goods 
which  he  had  acquired  fr>im  the 
two  old  Kintzes,  for  5,000  francs. 

In  proof  of  these  transactions,  a 
great  number  of  witnesses  were 
examined.  The  girl  Heller,  while 
entirely  admitting  all  the  acts  laid 
to  her  charge,  declared  that  she 
had  ucted  under  the  influence  and 
at  the  instigation   of  her  fellow- 


prboner  Klein,  who  on  his  side 
denied  all  participation  in  the  acts 
of  cheating  and  of  abuse  of  confl. 
dence.  According  to  his  account 
all  the  purchases  had  been  made 
in  good  faith,  and  paid  for  at  tlieir 
just  value. 

Klein  was  declared  "  Not  guilty" 
by  the  jury.  The  girl  Heller  was 
found  "  Guilty"  upon  the  two 
heads  of  abuse  of  confidence  and  of 
cheating,  and  condemned  to  five 
years'  imprisonment. 

20.  Illness  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington.  —  The  metropolis 
was  alarmed  by  an  announcement 
in  the  morning  papers  of  the  sud. 
den  and  dangerous  illness  of  this 
illustrious  personage.  It  was  said 
that  his  grace  had  been  taken 
speecliless,  on  Monday  nighty  the 
18th,  at  Walroer  Castle,  and  that 
the  power  of  articulation  had  not 
returned  on  Tuesday  morning. 
An  attack  of  paral3r8is  or  apoplexy 
was  naturally  inferred  from  this 
report ;  and,  at  the  duke's  ad- 
vanced age,  his  recovery  was  con 
sidered  almost  hopeless.  The  sen- 
sation in  town,  and  indeed  through- 
out the  country,  was  very  painKiK 
It  was  partially  relieved,  however 
by  later  accounts,  which  stated 
that  the  duke,  who  had  been  taking 
great  liberties  with  his  diet  by  way 
of  starving  a  slight  cold,  and  had 
followed  the  hounds  on  Monday 
morning,  fainted  from  inanition 
when  he  returned  to  dinner  in  the 
evening;  but  soon  recovered,  and 
never  was  in  any  danger.  Unhap. 
pily,  if  the  daneer  of  the  attack 
was  exaggerated  in  the  first  in- 
stance, it  appears  to  have  been 
more  serious  than  the  second 
account  represented  it.  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  and  Dr.  Hume  who  had 
been  summoned  to  Walnier  Castle, 
remained  in  attendance  on  the 
duke  during  the  week ;  but  what* 
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ever  may  hare  been  the  precise 
nature  or  degree  of  his  grace's 
malady^  by  the  end  of  that  time 
he  was  sufKciently  recovered  to 
proceed  to  town  to  attend  the 
privy-council  J  summoned  for  the 
23ra  instant ;  upon  which  occasion, 
the  illustrious  duke's  appearance 
in  public  was  greeted  with  marked 
expressions  of  congratulation,  on 
the  part  not  merely  of  his  friends 
and  |H)]itical  opponents  in  the  coun- 
cil chamber,  but  by  the  crowds  as- 
sembled round  the  gates  of  the 
palace. 

•—  Southampton  Dock  Com- 
pany V.  Richards. — A  cause  of 
great  importance  was  tried  at  the 
Guildhall,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Erskine  and  a  special  jury.  The 
plaintiffs  were  the  Southampton 
Dock  Company,  the  defendant  a 
Mr.  Richards.  Mr.  Kelly,  for  the 
plaintiffs  stated,  that  the  defendant 
refused  to  pay  the  calls  due  on 
shares  whicn  he  had  taken  in  the 
Southampton  Dock  Company.  The 
first  call  was  for  2/.  10^.  per  share, 
made  in  1837  ;  which  the  defend- 
ant obstinately  refused  to  pay, 
though  the  act  of  parliament 
clearly  rendered  him  liable  to  the 
payment.  Mr.  Kelly  said,  in  order 
to  prove  this  case  there  would  be 
very  little  difficulty  indeed,  for  the 
act  under  which  the  company  was 
incorporated,  had  prescribed  a  very 
succinct  and  clear  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  such  matters.  All  that 
was  necessary  to  prove,  in  the  first 
place,  was,  that  the  defendant  was 
a  proprietor  of  the  shares  in  ques- 
tion, amounting  to  forty,  which 
would  be  done  by  the  production 
of  the  company's  book  3  secondly, 
it  would  be  proved  that  the  call 
in  question  had  been  duly  made  ; 
and  thirdly,  that  the  proper  no- 
tices thereof  had  been  given,  as 
required  by  tlie  act^  in  two  Lon* 


doD  papers  and  one  "  usually  cir* 
culated  in  Southampton."  These 
were  the  three  points  which  it 
was  incumbent  on  the  plaiDtiflTii  to 
make  out;  and  if  that  should  be 
done,  then,  under  the  direction  of 
the  learned  judge,  the  jury  would 
find  for  the  amount  sought  to  be 
recovered,  which  was  100/.  on  the 
call,  and  interest  thereon  at  5  per 
cent.  Under  the  plea  of  "  never 
indebted,"  the  defendant  could  not 
possibly  have  any  valid  defence  to 
this  action. 

Mr.  William  Bolger,  clerk  to 
the  company,  produced  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
and  underwent  a  very  dose  ex- 
amination by  sergeant  Talfourd, 
to  show  that  the  forms  of  the  act 
had  not  been  complied  with. 

The  documents  which  the  derk 
produced  were  received  as  evi- 
dence; and  Mr.  Talfourd  said, 
that  as  he  had  no  counter-evidence 
to  bring  forward,  he  would  not 
make  a  speech  to  the  jury. 

Under  the  judge's  direction,  a 
verdict  was  found  for  the  plain- 
tiffs. 

It  was  stated,  that  on  the  ded- 
sion  of  this  case  much  depended, 
and  many  refractory  shareholders 
would  in  consequence  be  forced  to 
pay  up  their  calls,  to  carry  for- 
ward what  they  considered  a  bad 
speculation. 

23.  Privy  Council  Extra- 
ordinary.—At  a  coundi  hdd  at 
Buckingham  Palace,  her  tni^ty 
was  pleased  to  declare  her  inten- 
tion to  ally  herself  in  marriage 
with  the  prince  Albert  of  Saxe 
Cobourg  and  Gotha.  The  whole 
of  the  privy^ouncil  were  sum- 
moned on  this  occasion,  and  there 
were  eighty-five  members  present. 

28.  Infernal  Machine.— One 
of  these  contrivances,  of  whidi 
there  are  said  to  be  many  in  Pkri% 
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exploded  on  the  night  of  the  2dth 
November,  in  the  Rue  de  Mont- 
pensier^  a  quarter  of  the  Palais 
Royal.  Nobody  was  killed;  and 
it  does  not  appear  that,  any  mis- 
chief to  persons  was  positively 
intended,  but  that  the  explosion, 
if  not  accidental,  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  alarming  the  autho- 
rities, and  intimating  to  the  dis. 
affected  that  daring  spirits  among 
them  were  on  the  alert.  Opposite 
to  the  Passage  Potier,  in  an  angle 
of  the  gate  leading  to  the  shop  of 
Emerique,  the  money-changer,  a 
portion  of  the  wall  was  carried  off 
by  the  explosion :  the  wall  of  the 
house  opposite,  and  the  shutters 
of  the  glazier's  shop.  Rue  Mont- 
pensier.  No.  19,  exhibited  nume- 
rous and  deep  marks,  indentations 
caused  by  musket  balls;  upwards 
of  forty  of  these  balls,  flattened  by 
the  force  of  the  projection,  were 
picked  up  in  the  street.  No  ves- 
tige, however,  of  the  machine  con- 
taining these  projectiles  could  be 
discovered.  It  was  only  ascer- 
tained that  it  must  have  exploded 
at  the  angle  of  the  wall,  which  it 
partly  rent.  An  individual,  who 
was  within  a  few  steps  of  the  spot 
at  the  moment  of  the  detonation, 
declared,  that  a  short  time  before, 
he  had  seen,  when  still  at  some 
distance,  a  lively  and  brilliant 
light,  similar  to  that  of  a  squib, 
at  the  place  where  it  was  sup. 
posed  the  machine  had  been  laid. 
It  happened  most  fortunately  that 
nobody  was  passing  by  at  the  mo- 
ment ;  for,  from  the  marks  left  by 
the  balls  on  the  wall  of  the  house. 
No.  19,  the  scattering  of  the  pro- 
jectiles was  considerable ;  and  from 
the  depth  of  the  holes  made  in 
the  stone  and  boards  of  the  shop- 
window,  there  was  little  doubt  but 
the  wounds  inflicted  thereby  would 
have  been  attended  with  the  most 
Vol.  LXXXr. 


terrible  consequences.  The  com- 
missary of  police  of  the  quarter 
immediately  repaired  to  the  spot, 
and  drew  up  a  proces-verhal  of 
the  whole  affair;  but  hitherto  it 
has  been  impossible  to  discover  the 
authors  or  object  of  this  odious 
attempt.  During  the  whole  of 
the  next  day,  crowds  of  people 
stationed  in  the  Rue  Montpensier 
were  flecking  the  traces  of  the 
explosion  of  the  night  before.  A 
large  number  of  flattened  bullets 
were  again  found  in  the  morning, 
as  well  as  a  sheet  of  paper  which 
appeared  to  have  been  the  envelope 
of  the  machine. 

Of  three  men  suspected  of  being 
concerned  in  the  affair,  two  were 
arrested.  One,  Beraud,  was  known 
to  the  police  as  a  malcontent  of 
daring  character:  he  was  recog- 
nized in  the  streets^  though  in 
disguise,  and  made  a  fierce  re. 
sistance. 

The  union  of  Bonapartists  and 
republicans,  (no  longer  a  secret,) 
and  the  knowledge  of  their  in- 
tercommunication suggested  the 
arrest  on  this  occasion  of  the 
editor  of  the  Capiiole,  a  paper 
supposed  to  be  maintained  by 
prince  Louis  Bonaparte,  and  the 
seizure  of  papers  belonging  to  him. 
He  was  however  released  after  a 
few  hours  detention,  no  offence 
being  proved  against  him. 

29.  Inundation  and  loss  of 
Life.  -^Very  heavy  and  continual 
rains  which  fell  at  this  time,  oc- 
casioned extensive  inundations  in 
different  parts  of  the  county  of 
Herts,  and  in  some  of  the  lower 
parts  of  the  county  a  great  deal 
of  mischief  was  done.  At  Cbes- 
hunt-wash,  the  water  overflowed 
the  high  road  for  a  considerable 
distance,  and  the  meadows  pi^e- 
sented  the  appearance  of  a  river. 
Owing  to  the  sudden  risiojg  of 
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the  water  in  this  neighbourhood,  a 
great  many  sheep  and  cattle  were 
drowned.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Watford  and  Barnet  was  also  very 
much  inundated.  The  Birmingham 
rail-road,  which  completely  inters 
sects  this  part  of  the  country,  had 
the  effect  of  backing  the  water,  and 
causing  it  to  settle  in  this  locality, 
and  the  by-roads  and  lanes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bushy  and  Wat- 
ford, were  rendered  completely 
impassable  from  the  depth  of  the 
water.  On  the  29th,  a  farmer, 
named  Hudsden,  was  returning  to 
Bushy  with  a  horse  and  cart,  and 
in  passing  through  Bushy-mill- 
lane,  where  the  water  was  very 
deep,  the  cart  was  taken  off  its 
wheels,  and  OTcrturned.  The  un- 
fortunate man  in  endearouring  to 
jump  out  by  some  means  became 
entangled  in  the  wheel,  and  he  was 
thrown  into  the  water,  the  cart  and 
horse  falling  upon  him.  He  was 
discovered  several  hours  after,  and 
with  considerable  difficulty  the  cart 
and  horse  were  got  out,  but  the 
unfortunate  man  was,  of  course, 
quite  dead.  The  poor  animal  had 
by  some  means  or  other  contrived 
to  keep  its  head  above  the  surface 
of  the  water,  and  was  alive  when 
it  was  got  out,  but  upon  being  led 
a  sliort  distance  it  droppe<l  down 
dead •  A nother  accident  took  place 
at  the  same  spot  on  the  preceiling 
day.  A  carter,  named  Stevens, 
who  was  driving  a  waggon  laden 
with  cement,  upon  coming  to  the 
water  whipped  his  horses  and 
jumped  upon  the  shaft,  intending 
to  ride  through  it ;  but  when  he 
got  into  the  middle  the  waggon  was 
overturned,  and  partly  fell  upon 
him,  breaking  his  arm  and  wrist, 
and  doing  him  other  serious  in- 
jury. He  was  fortunately  able  to 
get  out  of  the  water,  and  when 
assistance  was  {>rocured,  the  horses 


and  wagffon  were    rescued  from 
their  perilous  situation. 

In  consequeuce  of  the  same 
heavy  rains,  most  extensive  lioo4B 
were  occasioned  throughout  the 
various  places  abutting  on  the 
Thames.  The  tide,  which  .oom- 
menced  flowing  about  twelve 
o'clock,  on  Wednesday  night,  the 
20th,  being  met  in  its  course  up 
the  river  by  an  immense  body  of 
land  water  descending,  it  had,  by 
five  o'clock,  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing, so  swelled  the  stream,  at  to 
occasion  the  river  to  overflow  its 
batiks  to  a  most  alarming  extent. 
At  Lambeth,  all  the  streets  lead- 
ing to  the  waterside  were,  until 
near  eight  o'clock,  three  or  four 
feet  under  water.  At  Batterses, 
Wandsworth,  Barnes,  Chelsea, 
Fulham,  and  Hammersmith,  and 
their  neighbourhoods,  the  mnrshes 
and  meiSlows  presented  one  sur- 
face of  water,  and  even  at  Brixton 
Wash,  and  its  ncighbouriiood,  the 
immense  body  of  bnd  water  flow, 
ing  down  the  Effra  towards  the 
river,  being  resisted  hv  tlie  power 
of  the  tide,  which  was  increased  1^ 
the  easterly  wind,  caused  all  that 
part  to  be  inundated,  the  lower 
floors  of  the  houses  having  fire 
feet  of  water  in  them,  and  the 
streets  being  nearlv  impiwhls 
The  effects  of  the  flood  were  Mi 
even  so  high  up  as  that  part  of 
Kensington  abutting  upon  the 
Great  Western-road.  The  high 
tide  having  fmroed  a  large  body  of 
water  up  the  Kensington  lauai,  it 
soon  after  four  o'clock  overflowed 
its  banks,  carrying  everything 
before  it.  The  extensim  cattiog 
for  the  works  of  the  Bristel,  Bir. 
mingham,  and  Thames  Juoetion 
Railway,  at  first  afforded  a  csa* 
venient  channel  for  the  stfBSM, 
but  its  progress  being  isiiieded  kf 
the  Great  Western-raid, 
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Lee's  nursery  grounds,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Hammeremith,  the 
cuttingsoonbecamefulltotliebrink. 
From  that  time  until  five  o'clock, 
the  flood  continued  to  increase,  and 
about  that  hour,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parts  adjacent  beinj^  awakened 
by  the  rush  of  waters,  beciime 
aware  of  their  danger.  In  Warwick- 
square  and  Kensington-crescent, 
many  of  tlie  servants  sleeping  on 
the  basement  story  had  most  nar- 
row escapes  for  their  lives. 

29.  Trial  for  Murder. — In 
the  Central  Criminal  Court,  Wil- 
liam Lees,  a  hairdresser,  was  in- 
dicted for  the  wilful  murder  of 
his  wife. 

For  the  prosecution  Sarah  Bai- 
ley, sister  to  the  prisoner,  was  the 
first  witness  called,  but  she  was 
so  dreadfully  affected,  that  seve- 
ral minutes  elapsed  before  she 
could  speak  a  word.  She  then 
with  difficulty  said,  the  prisoner 
came  to  my  husband's  house,  in 
York-street,  St.  Luke's,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber, about  four  o'clock,  and  when 
I  entered  the  room  where  he  was, 
I  was  very  much  alarmed  at  his 
appearance.  He  held  out  a  key 
in  his  hand,  and  said  to  me  three 
times,  **  There  is  the  key— take 
it."  He  appeared  almost  choked, 
and  then  said  "I  am  a  murderer. 
He  then  said  **  Come  and  see, 
and  putting  my  bonnet  on  he 
again  re])eated  "Come  and  see." 
My  brother  John,  his  wife,  the 
prisoner,  and  I,  then  left  the 
house  together,  and  when  we  got 
to  St.  Luke's  mad-house,  the 
prisoner  rushed  towards  me  and 
seized  my  hand,  and  then,  throw- 
ing out  his  arms  again,  he  ex- 
claimed "I  am  a  murderer."  I 
was  very  much  alarmed,  and  hav- 
ing called  a  coach  we  all  got  into 
it  and  drove  to  Chapman-street, 
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»> 


where  the  prisoner  lived.  On 
leaving  the  coach,  the  prisoner 
walked  up  one  street  and  down 
another,  us  if  he  wanted  to  go 
into  his  house,  but  did  not  like  to 
do  so.  I  had  the  key  of  tlie  door 
and  tried  to  open  it,  but  I  could 
not.  My  brother  John,  however, 
opened  it,  and  on  entering  the 
shop,  which  was  in  darkness,  I 
groped  about  and  found  the  de- 
ceased lying  on  the  door.  I  took 
her  hand,  which  was  warm,  but 
stiff,  and  asked  the  prisoner  if  I 
should  fetch  a  doctor.  The  pri- 
soner was  very  much  agitated, 
and  repeated  three  times  "  She's 
dead."  I  could  not  stay  in  the 
house  any  longer,  and  went  away. 
When  the  prisoner  told  roe  he  had 
murdered  nis  wife  I  could  not  be* 
lieve  it.  I  lived  with  him  and 
his  wife  for  three  years.  He  be- 
haved always  very  kind  and  affec- 
tionate towards  her,  even  in  drink. 
I  have  seen  iiim  aggravated  very 
much,  particularly  when  he  ex- 
pected his  wife  home,  and  she  did 
not  return  until  the  middle  of  tlie 
night.  Her  conduct  made  him 
very  unhappy.  I  have  seen  her 
intoxicated  many  times,  and  when 
she  was  so,  I  have  seen  her  strike 
the  prisoner,  who,  at  most  times, 
bore  it  patiently,  saying  she  could 
not  hurt  him.  The  deceased  told 
me  once,  that  her  husband  had  a 
fit,  and  about  five  years  ago  he 
had  an  apoplectic  fit.  Fourteen 
years  ago  he  fell  on  the  fender  in 
a  fit. 

John  and  Sarah  Leca,  the  bro- 
ther and  sister  in  law  of  the  pri- 
soner, aeverallv  confirmed  theabove 
evidence,  as  did  also  some  other 
wttnessefl. 

William  Norman,  an  inspector 
of  police,  8aid.^At  half  past  five 
o'clodk  on  the  erening  in  quoatioa, 
I  proceeded  to  the  house  when 
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the  prisoner  lived.  I  found  the 
deceased  lying  on  the  floor  with 
her  throat  cut,  and  I  saw  a  razor 
lying  at  her  right  side.  The 
blade  was  covered  with  blood.  I 
saw  the  rope  produced,  which  was 
suspended  from  a  beam  in  the 
front  of  the  shop.  The  rope  ap- 
peared to  have  been  broken,  and 
I  could  stand  under  it,  and  my 
head  could  not  reach  it.  I  took 
it  down.  There  was  a  noose  at 
the  end  of  it  which  appeared  to 
have  broken. 

Elizabeth  Frazer — I  live  next 
door  to  where  the  prisoner  and 
his  wife  resided.  I  saw  the  de- 
ceased and  her  husband  walking 
topjether  past  my  window  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  in  question. 
They  appeared  to  be  sober  then. 
At  three  o'clock  I  again  saw  the 
prisoner  coming  from  his  own 
door,  which  he  appeared  to  lock 
after  him.  Having  heard  that  his 
wife  was  ill,  I  asked  him  what 
was  the  matter  with  her.  He 
said  she  had  been  ill,  but  the 
doctor  had  given  her  a  strong 
acid,  and  that  she  was  better, 
adding  that  he  was  going  then  to 
get  a  person  to  sit  up  with  her. 
I  observed  him  put  a  key  in  his 
pocket  as  he  went  away.  I  could 
hear  distinctly  anything  that  passed 
in  the  prisoner*s  shop  when  a  cup<> 
board  in  my  room  was  open,  and 
between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
before  the  prisoner  left  the  house, 
I  heard  a  sort  of  heavy  rumbling 
noise  proceed  from  the  parlour, 
but,  as  I  keep  a  school  for  chil- 
dren, I  could  not  distinctly  hear 
what  passed.  There  was  no  scream- 
ing as  I  heard.  I  saw  Mr.  Garrett, 
the  surgeon,  go  into  the  house 
about  twenty  minutes  before  I 
heard  the  noise  in  the  parlour. 
In  her  cross-examination,  this  wit- 
ness confirmed  the  evidence  before 


the  shop  the  prisoner  held  out  hu 
hand.     I  said,  ''Bill,  what's  the 


given,  as  to  the  drunken  and 
violent  conduct  of  the  deceased, 
and  the  kind  behaviour  of  her 
husband  towards  her. 

Thomas  Clark,  hairdresser  in 
St.  John -street-road,  said-— be- 
tween three  and  four  o'clock  on 
the  day  in  question,  the  prisoner 
came  to  my  shop  in  such  a  terrible 
state  of  mind,  that  my  wife  was 
alarmed  and  called  to  me  several 
times.     As  soon  as  I  came  into 

his 
the 

matter  ? "  but  I  could  not  get  a 
word  from  him  until  he  shed  a 
few  tears,  and  then  he  told  me  to 
look  in  his  pocket  for  the  Dit- 
patch.  I  put  my  hand  into  his 
pocket  and  pulled  out  a  new  rope 
similar  to  the  one  produced.  I 
threw  the  rope  aside,  fearing  that 
he  meant  to  make  away  with 
himself  but  he  would  have  it 
back  again.  He  then  went  away, 
saying  that  he  was  going  to  hu 
mother's.  I  had  seen  him  in 
drink  before,  but  never  saw  him 
in  such  a  strange  state  as  he  then 
appeared. 

Thomas  Stow  said  — between 
two  and  three  o'clock  on  the  day 
this  occurred,  I  saw  the  prisoner 
at  the  Golden  Lion  public  house, 
which  is  within  200  yards  of  where 
he  lived.  I  heard  him  say  to  a 
man  named  Staples,  that  his  old 
woman  was  dead,  and  Rhoda  Hall 
was  with  her.  He  then  said, ''  I 
am  sorry  for  her,  for  she  was  a 
good  one,"  adding  that  the  doctor 
told  him  she  died  of  delirium  ire* 
mens,  and  there  was  to  be  a  poaU 
mortem  examination  held  on  her 
body. 

Rhoda  Hall— I  knew  the  de- 
ceased, who  was  about  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  About  half-putt 
two  o'clock  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion^ I  was  sent  fo|r  to  the  pnsoor 
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er's  house,  and  fuund  the  deceased 
in  a  room  up  stairs.  Slie  appeared 
ill,  as  if  recoFcriDij  from  a  fit.  I 
did  not  see  any  blood  or  marks  of 
riolence  about  lier.  The  prisoner 
came  up  stairs  from  the  shop,  and 
asked  his  wife  if  she  felt  better, 
and  whether  she  wished  (»  go  to 
bed.  He  appeared  kind  to  her, 
and  the  deceased  herself  was  sen- 
sible and  quite  rational,  I  asked 
her  if  the  prisoner  had  abused 
her;  she  said  "No,"  and  I  then 
asked  her  if  she  had  had  any 
quarrel  with  her  husband.  She 
made  no  answer,  but  shook  her 
head.  Mr.  Garrett,  the  surgeon, 
soon  after  came  in,  and  the  de- 
ceased then  went  down  stairs, 
and  i^poke  to  him  quite  ratiooally. 
1  left  the  deceased  speaking  to 
the  surgeon.  I  did  not  perceire 
any  rope  hanging  from  the  ceiU 
ing. 

Mr.  George  Brown  Garrett— I 
receired  a  message  to  go  to  the  pri- 
soner's house,  and  after  some  delay 
I  was  let  io  by  the  witness,  Rboda 
Hall.  I  saw  the  deceased,  who 
came  down  stairs.  She  had  two 
slight  hysterical  attacks  while  I 
was  there,  which  continued  two 
or  three  minutes.  She  was  sober 
and  rational.  She  complained  of 
a  pain  in  her  back,  and  told  me 
the  cause.  I  remained  in  the 
shop  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  I  saw  nothing  about  her 
to  denote  that  it  would  have  been 
unsafe  to  leave  her  by  herself. 
There  was  no  rope  hanging  from 
the  ceiling  when  I  was  there.  The 
prisoner  came  while  I  was  speak- 
ing to  the  deceased.  He  appeared 
to  have  been  drinking.  I  left 
him  in  the  shop  with  the  deceased 
and  Mr.  Cory's  brother,  who  had 
bi'ought  a  composing  draught.  I 
received  a  second  messaee  to  at- 
tend at  half-past  five  tne  same 


diiy.  I  saw  the  dcceai^ed  Ij  ing  on 
her  left  side  nt  the  foot  of  the 
stairs,  with  her  legs  drawn  up, 
and  her  left  arm  under  her.  Upon 
examining  her  head  and  body  I 
found  seven  incised  wounds  and  u 
punctured  one.  The  dcejicst  and 
most  important  was  on  the  left 
side  of  the  neck.  That  incision 
had  divided  the  main  arteries,  the 
ncrves^and  veins  of  the  neck,  and 
immediately  above  this  cut  there 
was  iinother  severe  cut,  but  the 
first  wound  was  suflident  to  cause 
death  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
From  the  position  in  which  the 
deceased  lay,  the  manner  in  which 
the  razor  was  placed,  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wounds,  the  (juantity 
of  blood,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  deceased,  1  should  say  that  it 
wasimpoBsible  that  she  could  hare 
inflicted  the  wounds  herself.  She 
could  not  have  been  able  through 
loss  of  blood  to  have  inflicted  the 
wounds  on  her  face  after  the 
throat  was  cut.  It  is  my  decided 
opinion  that  the  wounds  were  in- 
fiicted  while  the  iteceaBed  was  on 
the  ground.  The  prisoner  never 
applied  to  nie  to  hold  a  posU 
viorlem  examination  on  his  wife. 
I  never  told  the  prisoner  that  his 
wife  died  from  deiirimn  tremens. 
Upon  examining  the  rope  pro- 
duced, I  should  say,  that  if  the 
prisoner  had  suspended  himself 
from  it,  it  could  not  sustain  his 
weight,  but  I  cannot  say  as  much 
with  respect  to  the  deceased.  She 

Mr.  Kyland  addressed  thejur^ 
for  the  prisoner,  and  said  that  if 
he  should  show  that  the  deceased 
WBB  a  violent  woman,  and  had 
most  likelv  struck  the  prisoner 
under  the  influence  of  passion  and 
drink,  the  olfence  would  be  re- 
duced to  manslaughter.  -  There 
was   another   view   of  the  csM 
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whicli  he  thought  the  jury  might 
fairly  adopt,  and  that  was  the 
prisoner  \rus  insane.  Or  the  de- 
ceased might  herself  have  inflicted 
the  wound  on  her  throat »  and  the 
other  wounds  might  ha?e  heen 
the  result  of  a  struggle  with  the 
prisoner^  who  sought  to  deprive 
her  of  the  razor.  The  learned 
gentleman  then  called  witnesses 
in  support  of  these  views  of  the 
case,  but  their  evidence  was  not 
material. 

Mr.  Baron  Parke  having  sum- 
med up  the  evidence  and  com- 
mented upon  it,  the  jury  retired 
for  about  twenty  minutes,  and 
then  brought  in  a  verdict  oi guilty 
of  murder.  The  learned  judge 
proceeded  t(»  pass  sentence  of 
death  u{M)n  the  prisoner,  who  re- 
mained thi'ou«;hout  perfectly  un- 
moved, and  on  being  taken  from 
the  dock  immediately  asked  for 
liquor. 

29.  Windsor  Castle.  —  Ano- 
ther attempt  to  gain  access  to  her 
majesty  was  made  about  half-past 
ten  this  evening  by  a  respectably 
dressed  man  who  got  over  the. 
high  iron  gates  leading  to  the 
Ciistle,  opiwsite  to  tl>e  Long  Walk, 
where  no  sentries  were  usually 
placed.  He  walked  across  the 
park  to  the  grand  entrance  to  the 
castle,  where  Smith,  the  |)orter. 
was  stationed  to  whom  he  said, 
*'I  demand  admittance  into  the 
castle  as  the  king  of  England," 
Smith,  seeing  tlie  sort  of  charac- 
ter he  had  to  deal  with,  replied, 
'*  Very  well,  your  majesty,  but  be 
pleased  to  wait  till  I  get  my  hat.*' 
The  ])orter  then  retired  within  the 
lodge,  and  putting  on  his  hat,  very 
quietly  introduced  him  within  the 
castle,  and  as  promptly  to  the 
professional  care  of  Mr.  Russell, 
one  of  the  inspectors  of  police  on 
duty  there. 


On  examibatioii  being  made 
CjncemiDg  the  prisoner^  it  ap- 
peared that  his  name  was  Stoat- 
ledge,  that  he  was  a  partner  in 
an  extensive  wholesale  estaUisli- 
ment  at  Mancliester^  and  had  beea 
very  recently  liberated  from  a 
lunatic  asylum.  He  aaid,  in  re- 
ply to  a  question  from  the  mapv, 
that  ''  he  was  like  all  other  nea 
who  wanted  wives;  he  was  look- 
ing after  one,**  evidently  allndi^g 
to  her  majesty.  When  adced  how 
he  managed  to  get  into  tbe  park 
at  that  late  hour^  he  replied^  that 
''he  bribed  the  sentinel  with  a 
sovereign  to  let  him  get  over." 
This  could  not  be,  as  no  aentiBcl 
was  stationed  at  this  spot. 

When  he  was  again  aahed  what 
brought  him  to  Windsor,  he  re. 
plied  rather  incohereatlj,  that 
'*  lie  was  the  king  of  Eap^uid.aad 
was  impelled  bv  the  spirit-**  He 
afterwfu^s  said,  <*  An  unknown 
power  had  done  it,'*  and  that  '*  it 
was  the  spirit  which  helped  him 
over  the  gates." 

The  poor  man  was  sent  off  to 
London  in  custody,  and  oommii« 
nication  made  to  his  firiends  re- 
specting him. 

30.  Snip  WRECK.  — -  A  melan- 
choly shipwreck  took  place  on  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  early  in  the 
morning.  The  Petrel,  of  Stock- 
ton, David  Parry  master,  from 
Dalhousie,  North  America,  laden 
with  timber,  drove  on  the  rocks 
lying  between  St  Andrew's  and 
the  Carr  rock ;  when  the  master, 
six  men,  and  a  boy,  met  a  watery 
grave  j  a  female,  who  had  taken  a 
passage  from  Stromness  to  StoA- 
ton,  also  suffered.  Six  bodice 
besides  that  of  the  female  were 
found.  One  seaman  alone  escaped 
to  tell  the  sad  tidings ;  he  havug 
got  upon  a  log,  and  drifted  to  the 
beach. 
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30.  Inquest.— A  jury  was  em- 
panelled at  St.  George's  hospital^ 
to  investigate  the  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  Richard 
Smith,  acab-driyer,  aged41  years, 
who,  it  was  alleged,  had  died  from 
the  effects  of  drinking  an  immo- 
derate quantity  of  ardent  spirits 
administered  to  him  by  Mr. 
George  Warren,  a  wine  and  spirit 
merchant  in  Piccadilly.  From 
the  evidence  it  appeared^  that 
about  half-past  three  o'clock  on 
Thursday  morning  Mr.  Warren 
returned  home  in  a  cab,  with  the 
driver  of  which  a  slight  altercation 
arose  on  the  subject  of  the  fare. 
The  matter  was  settled  by  the  de. 
ceased  consenting  to  take  4^.  pro- 
vided he  had  something  to  drink 
given  to  him.  Mr.  Warren  then 
called  in  several  cab-drivers,  to 
each  of  whom,  as  well  as  to  the 
deceased,  he  gave  a  glass  of  rum. 
The  deceased  was  not  quite  sober. 
After  he  had  taken  this  glass  he 
began  to  talk,  and  told  Mr.  War- 
ren that  his  heart  was  broken,  and 
had  been  for  some  years,  at  the 
same  time  asking  if  a  situation 
could  be  provided  for  him,  so  that 
he  might  then  leave  his  present 
occupation.  Shortly  after  this 
he  appeared  to  be  quite  lost,  and 
began  to  talk  very  incoherently. 
He  then  took  a  second  glass,  the 
contents  of  which  he  did  not 
swallow  one  half.  During  the 
time  that  lie  was  talking  in  this 
disconnected  manner,  the  mouth 
of  the  deceased  was  noticed  to  be 
slightly  drawn  up,  and  almost 
instantly  afterwards,  he  became 
j)erfectly  mad.  Mr.  Warren,  ob- 
serving this,  said,  '*  My  poor  man, 
what  is  the  matter  with  you?  I 
will  take  care  of  you."  He,  how- 
ever, pulled  out  his  watcii,  and 
began  tearing  at  the  chain,  where- 
upon Mr,  Warren  seized  bold  of 


him,  and  called  for  assistaDce,  and 
as  soon  as  that  had  arrived  be  ran 
off  for  Mr.  Guthrie,  the  surgeon. 
Soon  after,  the  deceased  became 
in  such  a  state,  as  to  render  it 
necessary  that  he  should  be  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital,  where,  not- 
withstanding everything  had  been 
done  for  him,  he  expired  within 
three  hours.  On  opening  the 
body  a  quantity  of  ardent  spirits 
was  found  in  the  stomach.  Mr. 
Warren,  having  been  called  in, 
said,  that  he  had  given  deceased 
some  rum  in  common  with  other 
parties,  but  the  deceased  seemed 
to  be  in  such  a  low  state  of 
melancholy,  that  he  thought  him 
to  require  something  to  support 
him.  The  brother  of  the  deceased 
denied,  that  he  was  a  drunkard. 
1^'be  jury,  however,  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  evi- 
dence, and  retnmed  a  verdict, 
^'  That  the  deceased  had  died 
from  the  effects  of  drinking  ar- 
dent spirits." 

DECEMBER.' 

I.  Temperance  IN  Ireland.— 
For  some  months  past  the  sue., 
cessful  exertions  of  Father  Ma- 
thew,  a  Dominican  friar,  residing 
in  Cork,  to  promote  temperance 
amongst  the  humble  orders,  had 
excited  much  attention  in  thig 
country.  His  total  abstinence 
society  was  said  io  be  composed 
of  about  80,000  members,  from 
the  southern  counties.  He  now 
proceeded  to  visit  Limerick, 
and  bis  reception  in  that  city 
is  thus  described  by  the  Limerick 
Gazette. 

''  On  Saturday  evening,  Father 
Mathew  arrived  in  this  city,  and 
on  the  following  day,  preached 
to  a  numerous  congregation  in 
St.  Michael's  cbapeL    It  haying 
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been  aDooiiDced  that  on  Monday 
he  would  administer  the  tempe- 
rance pledge,  the  entire  previous 
day  and  night,  and  all  the  day 
fixedj  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  the  country  people  were  flock- 
ing into  town^  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  some  having  come 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles 
for  the  purpose.  The  various 
thoroughrares  were  literally  co- 
vered with  people,  and  the  steam- 
ers plying  on  the  Shannon  brought 
up  each  trip  human  cargoes, 
varying  in  number  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand.  The 
holds  of  the  vessels  were  liter- 
ally crammed  ;  and  wherever 
standing  room  was  to  be  found 
on  the  decks,  it  was  at  once 
occupied.  It  was  really  fright- 
ful to  see  the  rolling  of  the  ves- 
sels, as  they  approached  the  quays. 
The  crowd  at  the  chapel  on  Sun- 
day was  immense  ;  and  it  was  in 
vain  the  police  opposed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  ignorant  multitude; 
they  were  struck  over  and  over 
again,  amidst  cries  of,  '  Kill  the 
rascals  ! ' — '  Strike  them  down  ! ' 
And,  ultimately,  the  mob  had  it 
all  their  own  way." 

'^fiut,  if  the  crowd  and  con- 
fusion Wjcre  great  on  Sunday,  it 
was  infiditely  more  so  on  Mon- 
day, as  reinforcements  were  hourly 
pouring  in  from  all  sides,  so  that 
from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mallow- 
street,  where  the  reverend  gentle- 
man stopped,  was  occupied  by  a 
dense  mass  of  the  people,  all  pres. 
sing  forward  to  take  the  temper- 
ance pledge ;  and  so  great  was  the 
pressure  around  the  house  in 
which  Mr.  Mathew  was,  that  al- 
though alderman  Fitzgerald  and  a 
party  of  police  were  there  to  keep 
order,  it  was  impossible  to  do  so  ; 
find  missiks  aod  blows  were  dealt 


bounteously  on  tliero.  At  length, 
from  the  great  pressure,  the  iron 
railings  in  front  of  the  house 
yielded,  and  a  number  of  people 
were  precipitated  into  the  area; 
when  one  woman  was  so  severely 
injured,  that  she  afterwards  died ; 
another  had  her  thigh  brokeo  ; 
and  many  other  persons  were  more 
or  less  injured." 

''The  confusion  had  now  be- 
come so  great,  that  colonel  Mauo- 
sell,  at  the  request  of  the  magis- 
trates, brought  a  party  of  the 
Scotch  Greys  to  the  spot,  who 
succeeded  in  some  measure,  in 
restoring  quiet ;  but  it  was  found 
in  vain  to  administer  the  pledge 
here  ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  Fatlwr 
Mathew,  escorted  by  a  party  of 
dragoons,  proceeded  to  the  County 
Court  house,  followed  by  thou- 
sands of  people,  where,  it  was 
hoped,  more  accommodation  would 
have  been  afforded ;  but  the  doors 
of  the  Court-house  were  closed, 
and,  ere  long,  the  pressure  of  th 
mob  in  the  large  open  space,  ex- 
tending from  the  New  Bridge 
to  the  Court-house,  was  so  great, 
that  the  entire  railing  which  sur- 
rounded the  building  gave  way, 
and  several  persons  fell  into  the 
river,  and  many  more  ^were  taken 
to  the  hospital  severely  injured  by 
the  falling  of  the  rails,  and  tram- 
pled on  by  the  crowd.  The  Scotch 
Greys  were  again  called  on  to 
preserve  order,  and,  aftet  a  consi- 
derable time,  succeeded  in  8epa« 
rating  the  dense  mass. 

''It  was  now  rumoured  that 
Father  Matthew  had  proceeded  to 
the  Corn- market,  as  a  more  con- 
venient place  for  the  proce^ngs; 
and  accordingly  the  rush  tSck 
place  in  that  direction ;  and  from 
that  again  to  Mallow-stxeet,  which 
once  more  became  the  ceneral 
resort.  But  during  the  entire  dtfi 
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the  spacious  streets  of  our  city 
seemed  completely  covered  with 
human  beings  running  to  and  fro; 
many  of  ihem  in  a  beastly  state  of 
intoxication,  after  drinking  their 
'farewell  to  whisky,'  and  blindly 
rushing  to  the  taking  of  the  tem- 
perance pledge.  We  have  wit- 
nessed many  scenes  of  uproar  and 
confusion^  and  seen  large  bodies  of 
people  together,  but  such  a  scene 
as  tlie  city  presented  yesterday  we 
have  never  witnessed.  At  a  mo- 
derate computation  there  could 
not  have  been  less  than  40,000 
strangers  in  town ;  indeed,  so  nu- 
merous were  they,  that  provisions 
could  scarcely  be  had.  The 
threepenny  loaf  brought  so  high  a 
price  as  sixpence :  and  the  pota- 
toes and  other  articles,  consumed 
by  the  lower  class,  advanced  in  an 
equal  ratio.  Towards  night,  from 
the  apprehension  of  rioting,  many 
of  the  shops  were  closed ;  but  the 
precautions  taken  by  the  magis- 
trates preserved  the  peace." 

*'  On  Monday,  and  the  next  day 
also,  thousands  of  poor  people  were 
prostrate  on  their  knees  and  bare- 
headed in  Mallow- street ;  where 
Mr.  Matthew,  from  the  steps  of 
one  of  the  houses,  assisted  by  two 
other  Roman  Catholic  clergymen 
were  occupied  administering  the 
pledges  to  them.  The  reverend 
gentleman  was  obliged,  on  this 
occasion,  to  depart  from  his  usual 
practice  of  'curing  them  of  whisky- 
drinking'  one  by  one,  and  to  per- 
form the  operation  on  fifties  and 
hundreds  at  the  same  moment  !'* 

2.  Assault. — Lord  George  A. 
Beauclerk,  an  officer  in  the  10th 
Hussars,  and  brother  of  the  duke 
of  St.  Albans,  was  charged  at  the 
Guildhall,  Exeter,  with  an  inde- 
cent assault  upon  Mrs.  C.  Brinley^ 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Brinley,  of 
King-street.     On    the   previous 


Saturday  evening,  while  Mrs. 
Brinley  was  at  the  door  of  her 
house,  lord  Beauclerk  came  up^ 
and  in  a  most  indelicate  manner 
committed  the  outrage  upon  her. 
The  noble  lord  did  not  deny  the 
charge;  and  stated^  in  extenua- 
tion, that  he  had  been  drinking  a 
great  quantity  of  wine  on  that 
evening.  The  noble  lord  was 
fined  in  the  full  penalty  of  5/.  and 
costs. 

3.  Inquest  on  the  Chartist 
Rioters. — At  Newport  coroners' 
inquests  were  held  on  ten  bodies 
of  men  killed  in  the  attack  on  the 
Westgate  Hotel,  and  on  every  case 
a  verdict  returned — "  That  the 
deceased  came  by  his  death  by  an 
act  of  justifiable  homicide  by  some 
persons  unknown."  The  only  re- 
markable fact  was  stated  by  a 
policeman — 

^^  As  soon  as  the  firing  ceased  I 
came  into  the  Westgate  and  saw 
five  persons,  three  dead  and  two 
others  not  dead;  but  they  died 
soon  afterwards.  Two  were  by 
the  back-door,  two  in  the  pas- 
sage, and  one  in  the  pantry.  I 
was  then  informed  that  the  soldiers 
were  short  of  ammunition,  and  I 
went  to  the  body  of  the  one  in  the 
pantry  and  found  twenty-five 
rounds  of  ball-cartridge  in  his 
trousers  pocket,  which  I  handed 
over  to  lieutenant  Gray,  and  he 
immediately  divided  it  amongst 
the  soldiers.  I  also  found  some 
powder  and  ball  on  others." 

3.  Mart  Lewis  v.  Ponsford. 
—In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
a  rather  curious  action  of  trespass 
was  tried. 

It  appeared  that  Mrs.  Lewis, 
the  plaintifi^,  kept  a  boarding- 
house  in  Manchester-street,  Man* 
chester-square,  at  the  time  the 
defendant,  a  gentleman  of  respecU 
ability,  committed  the  tre^NMfi 


250 


ANNUAL    REGISTER.        [1839 


by  Tiolently  entering  the  house 
and  creating  a  great  disturbance 
there^  labourintj^,  as  the  plain tifT 
alleged,  under  strange  and  un- 
founded suspicions.  The  defend- 
ant in  answer  to  the  action 
pleaded,  first,  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  the  trespass ;  secondly, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  pos- 
sessed of  the  house ;  thirdly,  that 
certain  goods  of  his,  to  which  he 
was  lawfully  entitled,  had  been 
wrongfully  placed  in  the  plaintiff's 
house  by  her  will  and  connivance, 
and  that,  as  she  had  refused  to 
give  them  up  when  requested, 
defendant,  in  order  to  demand 
them  peaceably,  entered  the  house; 
fourthly,  he  pleaded  that  his  wife 
was  living  in  criminal  intercourse 
with  Sir  Richard  O'Connor  in  the 
plaintiff's  house,  and  that  he  went 
thither  to  reclaim  her  and  take 
her  away;  the  fifth  plea  was  to 
the  effect,  that  although  his  wife 
had  as  she  asserted  a  deed  of 
Hcence  to  live  apart  from  him,  that 
deed  was  drawn  in  such  a  way  as 
to  admit  of  a  reconciliation,  that 
the  deed  of  licence  had  been  re- 
voked with  that  view,  and  that 
he  had  then,  under  the  impression 
that  his  wife  was  associating  with 
improper  persons,  gone  to  the 
plaintifTs  house  to  reconcile  him- 
self to  his  wife,  and  take  her  home 
with  him. 

The  attorney- general,  who  con- 
ducted the  cause  for  the  plaintiff, 
proceeded  to  call  his  witnesses. 
The  evidence  as  to  the  ownership 
of  the  house  was  not  very  distinct. 
The  facts  of  the  trespass  com- 
plained of  were  stated  by  the  fol- 
lowing witnesses,  and  corroborated 
by  two  others. 

John  Hardy,  a  police-sergeant. 
Witness  was  on  duty  in  Man- 
chester-street on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  of  February^  1838,  when 


he  was  addressed  by  the  defendant, 
who  said  he  was  going  to  No.  51, 
where  his  wife  was,  »he  having 
left  Devonshire,  and  carried  away 
2,000/L  worth  of  property  without 
his  consent,  which  property  he  was 
then  going  to  secure.  Witness 
said  he  could  not  interfere,  and 
told  him  that  if  be  created  any 
disturbance  he  must  take  the 
consequences.  Ten  minutes  after- 
wards the  maid  servant  called 
witness  into  the  house ;  he  went 
upstairs  to  the  second  floor,  and 
found  the  defendant  in  Mrs.  Pons- 
ford's  bed-room.  She  was  in  her 
night  dress,  and  Miss  Lewis  was 
in  the  bed — at  least  he  judged  lo 
from  the  direction  whence  her 
voice  proceeded.  The  defendant 
said  he  wished  his  wife  to  leave 
the  place.  Witness  refused  to  in- 
terfere, observing  that  it  was  a 
case  for  an  attorney.  Plaintiff 
said  it  was  very  improper  for  the 
defendant  to  be  in  her  daughter's 
bed-room,  and  desired  him  to  go 
away.  He  replied  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  commit  any  breach  of  the 
peace,  but  he  wanted  his  wife. 
She  said  that  she  had  been  heru- 
tally  treated  by  him,  and  would 
never  live  with  him.  There  were 
three  men  with  the  defendant, 
and  a  small  red  box  was  handed 
out  of  the  room  to  one  of  them. 
The  men  were  standing  quietly  at 
the  door  or  on  the  stairs.  Plaintiff 
talked  very  loud,  and  tried  to 
push  defendant  out  of  the  room, 
witness  stopped  her,  and  said  he 
could  not  allow  a  breach  of  the 
peace  in  his  presence. 

As  to  the  character  of  the  house 
and  its  owners,  only  two  of  the 
lodgers  were  called,  who  denied 
being  cognizant  of  any  impropriety 
either  on  the  part  of  MrSb  jLbwis 
or  Mrs.  Ponsfbra. 

Mr.  Crowder  addzessed  the  Jnrj 
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for  the  defence.   He  said,  he  could 
scarcely  believe  that  the  attorney- 
general    had    been    properly    in- 
structed in  the  facts  of  this  case, 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  pre- 
sented   to    the    jury  in   a  more 
cautious  manner.     Yet  this  was 
not   the   first   action   which    had 
been  brought  against  the  defend- 
ant on  the  same  circumstance.     It 
was    the   first   time   the   present 
plaintiff   had   brought  an   action 
against   the    defendant,   but    the 
alleged  trespass  on  the  premises, 
51,    Manchester  street,  had   been 
made   the    ground   of   a    former 
action,  commenced,  not  by  Mary 
Lewis,    but   by   Barbara    Lewis, 
M'ho  was  then  represented  as  the 
owner  of  the  house.    Mr.  Crowder 
asked  why  was  not  Barbara  Lewis 
put  into  the  witness-box  to  prove 
the  proprietorship  of  the  house? 
She  had  been  kept  back  for  fear  of 
a    cross-examination.     This    case 
had    been    considered   as   one  of 
gross  outrage  ;  but  what  were  the 
facts?     The  defendant  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Ponsford  at  Munich, 
in  1832,  and  in  1835  certain  dif- 
ferences  arose  between  them  ;  but 
it    was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
those  of  an  earlier  date  than  1837. 
As  to  these  there  was  most  con- 
clusive  evidence    that    from    the 
month  of  May  to  July,  1837,  sir 
R.  O'Connor  was  living  in  adul- 
tery  with   Mrs.  Ponsford  in   the 
))laintiff  s  house.     This,  Miss  Bar- 
bara Lewis  would  have  been  made 
to  prove,  had  she  been  put  into 
the  witness-box.      Nay   more,   it 
could  be  proved  that  sir  R.  O'Con- 
nor and  Mrs.  Ponsford  so  lately  as 
January,  1838,  when  the  alleged 
trespass    took    place,    were    still 
living  together  improperly  io  the 
same  house.     By  the  deed  of  se« 
paration  Mr.  Ponsford  agreed  to 
pay  certain  monies  to  Mrs.  Pons- 


ford, and  to  allow  her  an  annuity ; 
she  was  to  live  apart,  and  neither 
party  was  to  molest  the  other. 
But  that  agreement,  he  contended, 
did  not  prevent  the  defendant  from 
seeking  possession  of  his  wife  and 
property,  because  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed had  refused  to  act,  and 
the  instrument  was  therefore  ren- 
dered inoperative ;  but  even  if  ft 
had  been  binding  when  the  act  of 
adultery  could  be  proved,  there 
was  an  answer  in  that  fact  to  any 
charge  of  trespass  that  might  be 
made,  for  it  could  not  be  eon- 
tended  that  any  such  deed  wiis  a 
licence  to  commit  adultery.  The 
learned  gentleman  then  call«d  the 
following  witnesses : — 

Mr.  James  Ponsford,  brother  of 
the  defendant,  remembered  going 
to  the  house  of  the  plaintiff  on  the 
12th  of  December^  with  his  bro- 
ther, where  they  saw  Mrs.  Lewis, 
who  was  informed  by  his  brother 
that  his  wife  had  left  him  at  Ex- 
eter, and  he  wished  to  know  if 
she  was  there,  and  warned  her 
against  encouraging  and  harbour, 
ing  her.  She  replied  that  she  had 
a  great  objection  to  interfere  in 
the  quarrels  of  man  and  wife,  and 
was  angry  with  Miss  Lewis  for  tlie 
active  i>art  she  had  taken.  She 
stated  that  Mrs.  Ponsford  was  not 
in  the  house^  neither  should  she 
be  suffered  to  come  into  it.  Wit- 
ness's brother  further  told  her  that 
he  would  not  be  answeraUe  for  her 
debts,  and  that  she  had  carried 
away  some  deeds  and  property 
belonging  to  him. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Fleet  examined. 
—Is  fifteen  years  of  age.  Lived 
with  Mrs.  Lewis  as  a  servant,  in 
April  or  May,  1837.  Remembered 
Mrs.  Ponsford,  two  other  ladies^ 
and  Sir  R.  0'Conn<Hr,  coming  to 
the  house  and  engaging  apart- 
ments-* a    bed*room    fo^    Mrs. 
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Ponsford^  and  a  bed- room  and 
dressing-room  for  sir  R.  O'Con- 
nor. The  other  two  ladies  went 
away^  as  did  also  Mrs.  Ponsford 
and  sir  R.  O'Connor.  Mrs. 
Ponsford  returned  in  the  evening. 
Witness  did  not  see  sir.R.  O'Con- 
nor that  evening.  The  next 
morning  she  went  up  stairs  with 
two  cups  of  tea  which  had  been 
poured  out  by  Miss.  Lewis.  Mrs. 
Ponsford  was  then  called  Madame 
Schoeler,  and  represented  to  be 
sir  R.  O'Connor's  niece.  On 
going  into  Mrs.  Ponsford's  room 
with  the  tea  she  saw  sir  R. 
O'Connor  in  the  bed  with  her^  and 
he  attempted  to  jump  out.  Wit. 
ness  put  the  tea  on  the  table  and 
came  out  of  the  room.  They  went 
out  that  day  together  and  dined 
together.  The  next  day  she  took 
warm  water  up,  and  she  saw  sir 
R.  O'Connor  in  his  shirt,  and 
Mrs.  Ponsford  in  her  night- dress, 
walking  about  the  room.  During 
the  time  witness  remained  in  the 
house,  which  was  about  three 
weeks,  she  frequently  saw  similar 
occurrences.  Witness  waited  on 
Madame  Schoeler  at  her  request 
instead  of  Ann  Lynch^  the  house- 
maid. Madame  was  kind  to  her, 
and  gave  her  a  bombasin  gown. 
Had  seen  sir  R.  O'Connor  give 
madame  money.  Left  her  place 
because  she  was  not  strong  enough 
for  the  work. 

The  conclusive  evidence  of  this 
witness  was  fully  corroborated  by 
the  next,  who  had  lived  as  cook 
with  Miss  Lewis  during  the  penod 
in  question.  She  deposed  to 
having  told  both  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Lewis  of  the  intimacy  between  the 
parties,  but  they  refused  to  give 
credit  to  her  statements. 

Another  servant^  Jane  Bone, 
gave  direct  evidence  to  the  same 
effect.  This  witness  also  said  she  re  • 


collected  Mr.  Ponsford  and  his 
brother  coming  to  the  house  fbr 
his  wife.  Mrs.  Lewis  denied  hei, 
but  witness  could  swear  that  she 
was  in  the  house  five  minutes  be- 
fore, and  that  she  had  slept  in  it 
all  night.  One  of  the  lodgers, 
captain  Barnes,  dressed  Mrs. 
Ponsford  in  Mrs.  Barnes's  clothes, 
and  led  her  out  to  a  coach,  and 
returned  without  her.  He  then 
took  her  carpet-bag  to  her  in  the 
coach.  She  was  away  about  a 
week.  Sir  Richard  O'Connor 
came  about  three  weeks  after- 
wards. Had  heard  Miss  Lewis 
speak  of  the  intimacy,  and  say 
that  she  would  not  believe  it 
unless  she  had  seen  it.  Lived 
with  Mrs.  Lewis  thirteen  months. 
Mrs.  Lewis  used  to  drink  gin  be- 
fore breakfast  and  at  all  hours  of 
the  day.  Never  used  to  mix  it 
She  did  this  day  after  day,  and 
was  sometimes  very  much  intoxi- 
cated in  the  evening.  Had  seen 
her  smoke  cigars  with  a  captain 
Disney,  every  day  he  dined  at 
home,  in  the  dining-room.  The 
other  lodgers  had  retired.  Did  not 
say  anything  about  the  intimacy 
between  Mrs.  Ponsford  and  sir  R. 
O'Connor  to  the  attorney  befm 
the  last  trial,  because  she  was  not 
asked,  and  because  Miss  Lewis 
came  to  her  and  told  her,  **  You 
know  nothing,  and  don't  say  any- 
thing ;  if  you;  do  I  will  subptata 
you,  and  do  my  best  to  transport 
Mr.  Ponsford." 

Another  witness  Martha  Walk- 
ins,  said  she  was  hired  by  Mrs. 
Lewis^  in  July,  1837,  as  a  servant, 
and  stayed  in  her  house  a  month. 
Witness  left  because  she  did  not 
approve  of  the  house.  Colonel 
Latour,  one  of  the  lodgersj,  be- 
haved improperljr  to  her.  Had 
seen  Mrs.  Lewis  several  times 
very   drunk ;    indeed    she    WM 
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scarcely  ever  sober.  She  used  to 
drink  gin  or  rum  neat  before 
breakfast  and  dinner;  and  was 
often  intoxicated  at  noon.  Had 
seen  her  also  smoking  cigars  as 
before  described ;  and  Captain 
Disney  used  to  help  her  up  stairs 
when  she  was  unable  to  go  by 
herself. 

Thomas  Latham,  a  carpent-er,  re- 
collected accompanying  Mr.  Pons- 
ford  and  two  other  men  in  February 
1838  to  the  plaintiff's  house.  Mr. 
Ponsford  rang  the  bell ;  the  door 
being  opened,  Mr.  Ponsford  gave 
a  note  to  the  servant,  and  witness 
followed  him  into  the  house  and 
up  to  the  landing,  when  Mr. 
Ponsford  endeavoured  to  persuade 
Mrs.  Ponsford  to  return  home, 
and  was  going  to  take  away  the 
jewel-box,  but  Mrs.  Ponsford  re- 
sisted. Miss  Lewis  knocked  with 
a  stick  on  the  floor  and  made  a 
great  noise.  Mrs.  Ponsford  was 
inclined  to  go  home  with  her 
husband,  but  Mrs.  Lewis  advised 
her  not,  calling  him  a  blackguard 
and  a  brute,  and  so  on.  Captain 
Barnes  also  made  a  tremendous 
noise,  said  he  would  kick  them  all 
down  stairs,  and  ran  about  to 
get  policemen  to  take  them  into 
custody.  Captain  Mills  said, 
''This  is  not  Mr.  Ponsford  5 
Mr.  Ponsford  is  a  great  tall 
man,  six  feet  high/'  and  wanted 
him  to  be  turned  out.  It  being 
understood,  that  Mrs.  Ponsford 
was  going  home  with  her  hus- 
band, witness  was  coming  away 
with  the  jewel-box,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  Mrs.  Ponsford  and 
Miss  Lewis  went  out  at  another 
door  into  the  mews,  disguised  by 
large  cloaks  being  thrown  over 
their  heads.  Witness  got  Mn 
Ponsford  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact,  and  he  ran  out  of  the 
house.     At  that  time  there  was 


no  crowd  before  the  house,  not  a 
single  person,  but  on  Mr.  Pons- 
ford returning,  a  policeman  knock- 
ed at  the  door  most  violently,  and 
made  a  great  disturbance  in  order 
to  get  admission,  and  this  in- 
duced ])eople  to  stop,  but  there 
was  not  at  any  time  fifty  persons 
there. 

Lord  Denman  in  summing  up, 
observed  that  the  pleas  were  no 
answer  to  the  trespass,  as  the  cir- 
cumstances did  not  justify  it,  and 
he  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  to 
what  amount  of  damages '  the 
plaintiff,  taking  all  the  facts  de« 
tailed  in  the  evidence  into  con- 
sideration, was  entitled.  The 
jury,  after  having  retired  for 
nearly  two  hours,  returned  with 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff -— Da« 
mages  one  farthing.  The  trial 
lasted  eleven  hours. 

3.  Libel.  -*  A  trial  for  libel 
against  the  proprietor  of  the  Dub* 
lin  Evening  Mail,  at  the  suit  of 
Mr.  ex-sheriff  Jones  of  Dublin, 
occupied  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  that  city  until  nearly 
seven  in  the  evening.  The  pre- 
siding judge  was  chief  justice 
Doherty.  The  libel  affected  the 
plaintiff's  character  as  a  banker, 
and  went  to  state  that  his  attacks 
upon  the  recorder  were  likely  to 
injure  the  royal  bank  of  which  he 
was  a  diiector;  that  several  had 
closed  their  accounts  in  it,  and 
others  were  preparing  to  do  so. 
The  plaintiff's  case  was  ably  stated 
by  Mr.  Holmes;  who  eloquently 
contended  for  the  right  of  com« 
men  ting  freely  on  the  public  acts 
of  public  men.  Mr.  Brewster 
spoke  to  evidence,  and  with  great 
personality  against  Mr.  Jones. 
He  accused  him  of  seeking  to 
drive  the  recorder  from  the  re- 
presentation of  the  Dublin  Uni- 
versity,  and   get  elected  fixr  it 
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himself.  A  verdict  against  the  second  of  Febraary  last^  gave  a 
defendant  would^  he  emphatically  supper  to  his  workmen  on  the 
said,  ruin  the  recorder.  Witnesses  marriage  of  his  daughter.  The 
were  called  to  prove  that  Mr.  party  was  entertained  at  the  Fish- 
Jones  ma^le  violent  speechesagainst  mongers'  Arms,  West-street^  and 
the  recorder,  and  also  as  to  the  Bone  was  an  invited  guest.  When 
accounts  being  closed  in  the  royal  witness  lefr,  about  one  o'clock  in 
bank  on  account  of  Jones's  violent  the  morning,  he  saw  the  plaintiiF 
language;  but  the  evidetice  failed,  asleep  in  a  chair  near  the  table; 
The  chief  justice,  rn  charging  the  there  was  no  lire  in  the  room,  and 
jury,  said^  ''he  had  seldom  seen  the  candle  was  full  a  yard  from 
so  large  a  statement  with  so  little  him.  He  had  been  asleep  ao 
of  actual  proof  given :  the  ques-  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 
tion  of  damages  rested  exclusively  After  Moore's  party  retired^  tome 
with  the  jury  " — who^  having  re-  strangers^  among  whom  was  the 
tired  for  half  an  hour^  returned  defendant,  and  Weston^  the  taod- 
with  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  lord^  came  into  the  room.  Witness 
300Z»  damages  and  6J.  costs.  returned  to  the  house  in  about  ta 

5.  New  Postage  Act.  —  The  hour  to  fetch  away  a  young  man 
first  step  towards  uniform  penny  whom  he  understood  to  be  in- 
postage  dates  from  this  day,  when  toxicated.  On  arriving  at  the 
the  change  to  the  fourpenny  rate  door,  some  women  adked  him  if 
came  into  operation.  From  state-  he  had  come  about  the  young 
ments  published  at  the  time,  we  man  who  was  burnt  to  death, 
find  that  the  increase  of  letters  Witness  did  not  know  to  what 
posted  in  London  on  the  day  pre.  they  referred,  and  went  up  rtairsy 
vious  was  21,000,  the  number  where  he  found  the  plaintiff  lying 
posted  being  60,000 ;  on  the  pre-  on  a  table ;  he  had  been  burnt  in 
ceding  Thursday  39,000.  The  de-  the  lower  region  of  the  body,  and 
falcation  in  the  revenue  was  for  flour  had  been  applied  to  the 
some  weeks  500^.  The  daily  in-  parts.  Witness  tooK  him  to  the 
crease  of  letters  in  the  Metropoli-  hospital.  The  party  was  large, 
tan  district  after  the  6th,  over  and  some  of  the  gueftts  got  rather 
the  previous  average,  is  stated  at  '^  fresh."  Davy  was  in  the  room 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  when  witness  first  left  the  house, 
cent. ;  and  the  diminution  of  daily  The  plaintiff  was  drunk. 
receipts  about  450/.  Thomas  Weston  landlord  of  the 

6.  Assault — Bone  y,  Davy.—  Fishmongers'  Arms.  Remembered 
In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  being  in  the  room  about  half  an 
an  action  was  brought  to  recover  hour  before  he  heard  of  tiie  fire, 
damages  for  losses  and  injuries  The  plaintiff  was  asleep.  Davy 
sustained  in  consequence  of  an  and  Fitzgerald  were  there  also. 
assault  committed  it  is  to  be  sup-  Witness  stayed  only  a  few  minutes 
posed  as  Vijexl,  but  of  that  coarse  in  the  room,  and  was  fdlowed  by 
and  brutal  kind,  for  which  we  Davy  and  Fitzgerald  in  three  or 
can  hardly  find  terms  sufficiently  four  minutes.  They  were  taking 
marking  mir  disgust.  some  brandy  and   water  at    the 

William  Higgs  examined  —  Is  bar,  when  an  alarm  of  fire  was 

in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Moore,  a  given.    Remembered  an  inspecfesr 

picture  frame  maker,  who  on  the  of  police  calling  upon  die  defcfid- 
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ant,  after  the  mother  of  the  plain- 
tiff had  complained,  three  months 
subsequent  to  the  affair,  of  the 
manner  in  which  her  son  had 
been  treated.  Witness  spoke  to 
Davy  about  it,  and  he  replied — 
"  O,  parcel  o'  nonsense ;  you  was 
in  the  room  when  I  put  the  cigar 
to  his  shirt/'  Witness  told  him 
he  did  not  see  that ;  but  that  he 
saw  Fitzgerald  attempt  to  pull 
his  shirt  out,  and  stopped  it,  and 
said,  "  Let  him  alone^  I'll  get  him 
out  presently."  The  plaintiff  had 
been  very  noisy.  On  hearing  the 
alarm,  witness  went  to  the  room 
and  found  the  cook  and  other  per- 
sons attending  to  the  plaintiff, 
who  that  night  had  on  his  work- 
ing dress,  with  his  apron  turned 
up  and  twisted  round  his  waist. 
He  was  lying  on  the  table ;  his 
clothes  had  been  torn  off,  and  his 
stomach  was  much  burnt  and 
inflamed.  There  was  a  candle 
burning  at  the  other  end  of  the 
room  ;  that  was  for  the  purpose  of 
lighting  pipes.  The  room  was 
lighted  with  gas.  Did  not  think 
that  Davy  had  been  smoking  or 
drinking.  The  plaintiff  was  very 
tipsy.  Told  the  defendant's  at- 
torney, that  he  thought  Mr.  Davy 
did  not  set  fire  to  the  plaintiff : 
that  no  man  in  his  senses  could 
possibly  do  so.  Did  not  say  that 
the  time  was  so  short  that  he 
could  not  do  it.  Witness  should 
say  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
have  been  set  fire  to  by  the  candle 
unless  some  one  put  it  to  him. 
Fitzgerald  was  sober,  I  think. 
Davy  afterwards  denied  making 
the  remark  before  mentioned  about 
the  cigar. 

Robert  Muncaster  potboy  to  the 
last  witness.  When  the  party  left 
the  room  Bone  was  asleep.  Wit- 
ness put  out  two  candles,  and  left 
one  burning.    Weston,  Dary^  and 


Fitzgerald  were  together  in  the 
room  where  Bone  was  asleep  for 
half  an  hour,  and  they  were  all 
smoking cigarsand  drinking  brandy 
and  water.  Davy  entered  the 
room  with  a  half-burnt  cigar  in 
his  mouth.  Witness  afterwards 
met  Weston  coming  down  stairs ; 
he  said  the  candles  were  all  out, 
and  witness  turned  back.  Fitz- 
gerald* followed  Weston  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  Davy  immediately 
afterwards.  In  about  five  or  ten 
minutes  witness  went  up  and 
found  the  door  shut.  On  opening 
it  he  discovered  a  ^eat  smoke, 
whidi  made  him  cough  very  much, 
and  compelled  him  to  come  out 
of  the  room.  Saw  Bone  standing 
up  near  the  chair  in  which  be 
had  been  sleeping  5  he  was  holding 
his  clothes,  and  cried  out,  ^  I  am 
burning.**  There  was  a  candle 
not  burning.  It  was  in  the  middle 
of  the  table,  three  yards  from 
Bone.  Witness  called  assietance, 
and  several  persons  came  quickly. 
The  defendant  came  up  some  time 
after.  The  fire  was  extinguished 
by  taking  off  his  trousers,  and 
trampling  them  on  the  floor.  He 
had  been  trying  to  put  it  out  with 
his  hands.  The  trousers  were 
made  of  ^stian.  His  apron  was 
not  burnt;  it  was  tied  so  tig^t 
that  it  prevented  the  fire  from 
going  higher.  That  part  of  the 
waistcoat  below  the  apron  was 
burnt.  His  trousers  were  un. 
bottoned. 

Mr.  Matthias,  house  surgeon  of 
Charing-cross  hospiia],  stated  the 
nature  of  the  injuries  sniftered  by 
the  plaintiff.  The  whde  front  o( 
the  belly,  from  the  waist  down- 
waxds,  and  the  upper  port  of  the 
left  thigh,  were  serer^y  burnt. 
Other  parts  of  bis  per»o«  were 
also  burnt,  but  not  so  seriousix, 
nor  were  the  injuries  permiuieBt 
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there.     He  remained  until  May, 
and  left  the  hospital  uncured. 

A  witness  named  Bates,  who 
described  himself  as  a  surgeon^  of 
George  -  street,  Blackfriars,  was 
next  called,  and  stated  that  he 
had  attended  the  plaintiff  after  he 
left  th«  hospital,  from  June  1st  to 
September  28th,  and  during  all 
that  time  he  took  physic.  Wit- 
ness's charge  amounted  to  12/. 
odd.  Sir  F.  Pollock  addressed  the 
jury  for  the  defendant,  but  they 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff— damages  100/. 

7.  President  Steam-ship.— 
Several  thousand  persons  went  to 
Limehouse  to  view  the  immense 
steam-ship,  the  President,  built 
by  Messrs.  Curling  and  Young, 
for  the  British  and  American 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  and 
intended  to  run  between  New  York 
and  London.  The  President  is  of 
greater  power  and  tonnage  than 
the  British  Queen,  (the  former 
being  of  600  horse  power  and 
2,336  tons,  the  latter  500  horse 
power  and  2,016  tons,)  and  was 
built  in  the  same  dock,  and  not 
upon  a  slip ;  so  that  she  had  to  be 
floated  out  of  dock,  and  not  launch- 
ed. At  high  tide,  however,  which 
happened  to  be  a  low  tide,  there 
was  not  enough  of  water  to  float 
her,  and  she  remained  fast  aground 
aft.  Mrs.  Laird,  wife  of  the  Afri« 
can  explorer  and  projector  of  the 
Atlantic  navigation  by  great 
steam-ships,  performed  the  cere- 
mony of  christening,  amidst  the 
cheers  of  the  multitude  on  the 
banks  and  on  the  river.  Many 
persons  of  distinction  had  been 
allowed  to  enter  and  inspect  the 
vessel ;  and  the  christening  over, 
free  admission  to  the  general  mul- 
titude was  announced. 

Afterwards,  a  party  of  gentle- 
men, invited  by  the  jdirectors  jof 


the  compan}',  dined  at  Love- 
grove's;  Mr.  Bainbridge,  M.P., 
in  the  chair.  Several  speeches 
were  made  by  the  chairman  and 
other  gentlemen. 

On  Monday  the  9th » the  water 
being  sufficient,  the  President  was 
floated  into  the  river^  and  towed 
to  Blackwall. 

—  Unprovoked  Murder.— 
An  inquest  was  held  at  St.  He- 
len's, liancashire^  on  the  body  of 
Patrick  Stakam,  who  came  to  his 
death  under  the  following  circum- 
stances:^ 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence, 
that  on  Sunday,  the  24th  Novem- 
ber^  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock, 
the  prisoners,  Georffe  Murray  and 
John  Costello>  and  several  other 
persons^  were  fightinff,  at  Smithy 
Brow,  near  where  the  dece^ised 
resided.  After  the  fight  was  over, 
Murray  went  to  the  door  of  the 
deceased's  lodgings,  and  struck  it 
with  a  stick  or  poker,  wbidi  he 
had  in  his  hand.  He  then  went 
into  the  middle  of  the  street,  and 
struck  a  man  with  this  stick  or 
poker,  saying,  *'D — ^n,  you,  why 
did  you  not  come  and  help  us?" 
The  man  replied,  *^  What  could  I 
do.^"  At  tiiat  time  the  prisoner 
Costello  was  shouting  out  some- 
thing in  Irish  to  Murray,  when 
the  latter  went  to  him.  Costello 
had  then  a  potato  fork  in  his 
hand.  Evidently  in  concert  with 
each  other,  and  thirsting  for  Uood, 
these  two  monsters  mutually  ex- 
changed their  weapons,  Mnrray 
being  by  far  the  most  powerfiil 
man.  He  had  no  sooner  oot  the 
potato  fork  in  his  hand  wan  he 
advanced  upon  the  deceased,  who 
in  the  mean  time  had  come  out- 
side of  the  door  of  his  lodgings, 
and  with  both  his  hands,  upraised 
the  potato  fork,  and  struck  the 
deceaaied  a. violent  bipw  on  the 
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liead,  fracturing  his  skull  in  a 
very  violent  manner.  As  deceased 
was  falling  Murray  again  struck 
him  with  the  fork  on  the  belly. 
At  the  moment  Murray  was  strik- 
ing, deceased  said,  "  Don't  strike 
me  with  that ;  to  which  the  former 
replied,  "  Tm  a  Connaught  man, 

you ;    and you,    111 

knock  your  brains  out.**  After 
the  deceased  fell,  he  only  exclaim- 
ed, *'  I  did  not  deserve  that,"  He 
never  spoke  afterwards. 

WhenStakam  lay  on  theground, 
another  man,  named  Phili|)  Mac« 
guire,  came  out  of  the  deceased's 
lodgings.  Murray  attacked  him 
with  the  same  brutal  ferocity ; 
and  in  all  probability  Macguire 
owed  his  life  to  the  circumstance 
of  his  lifting  up  his  arm  to  protect 
his  head,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  the  violence  of  the  blow 
was  received  on  his  arm,  or  it 
might  have  proved  as  fatal  in  his 
case  as  it  unfortunately  proved  to 
Stakam.  During  all  this  time  the 
prisoner  Costello  was  shouting 
fiercely  to  Murray,  and,  although 
he  was  speaking  in  Irish,  the  wit- 
ness had  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
from  his  gestures  and  manner, 
that  he  was  urging  on  and  encou- 
raging the  other  prisoner  in  his 
bloody  work. 

A  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who 
attended  the  deceased;  but  the 
injuries  received  were  too  exten- 
sive to  afford  the  most  remote 
grounds  of  hoping  for  his  re- 
covery. He  lingered  until  Friday 
morning,  about  four  o'clock,  when 
he  died. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  Wil- 
ful murder  against  both  the  pri- 
soners, Murray  and  Costello,  who 
were  committed  to  take  their 
trials  at  the  next  Liverpool  as- 
sizes, when,  it  may  perhaps  be  as 
well  at  once  to  mention,  they  were 
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found  guilty  and  condemned  to 
death. 

Libels. — The  court  of  queen*s 
bench  was  occupied  with  the  trial 
of  two  actions  for  libel,  in  which 
the  proprietors  of  the  Age  news- 
paper were  defendants.  In  the 
first  case,  Mr.  John  Patrick  Somers 
was  plaintiff;  he  complained  of  a 
series  of  libels  published  between 
the  18th  February  1838  and  the 
7th  April  1839.  The  principal 
part  of  the  libels  had  reference  to 
a  petition  against  Mr.  Somers's 
return  for  want  of  qualification, 
and  insinuated  that  Mr.  Somers 
had  himself  misrepresented  and 
procured  witnesses  to  over-estimate 
the  value  of  the  property  whence 
his  qualification  was  derived.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  whole 
of  the  defendants  were  not  regis- 
tered proprietors  of  the  Age  till 
after  the  publication  of  these  li- 
bels ;  so  damages  were  claimed 
only  for  the  publication  of  the  foL 
lowing,  whidi  related  to  a  differ, 
ence  that  Somers  had  with  colonel 
Gallois,  a  French  gentleman,  in 
Paris. 

*'  In  the  Post  of  Friday  we  find 
the  following — *  We  ore  autho- 
rized to  state  that  an  explanation 
has  taken  place  between  Mr.  So- 
mers, M.P.,  for  Sligo,  and  colonel 
Gallois,  to  their  mutual  satisfac- 
tion.' We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  this  authorization  came  from 
a  master  Patrick  Somers,  through 
a  medium  he  knows  we  understand 
as  well  as  himself.  The  fact  is, 
that  colonel  Gallois,  who  is  one  of 
the  bravest  fellows  that  ever  ho- 
noured the  profession  of  arms,  chi- 
valrously followed  this  man  Somers 
to  his  own  dunghill,  and  made  the 
blustering  *  tailer'  kneel  for  protec- 
tion and  implore  mercjr.  We  hope 
Mr.  Dillon  Browne  will  benefit  by 
the  severe  lessoji  his  acquaintance- 
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ship  with  the  peculiarly-qualified- 
for-Zero  society  Mr.  J.  Patrick 
Somcrs  has  taught  him." 

Tlie  attorney- general  stated  the 
case  for  the  plaintiff^  but  billed  no 
witnesses  to  disprove  the  libels  in 
the  newspa|)er.  Mr.  Thesiger,  for 
the  defendants,  admitted  that  there 
must  \ye  a  verdict  against  him  in 
point  of  law ;  though  the  smallest 
damages  would,  he  contended, 
satisfy  the  justice  of  the  case. 
Lord  Dcnman  said  it  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  satisfactory 
had  the  plaintiff  produced  evidence 
before  the  jury.  The  defendants 
not  having  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  prove  the  truth 
of  their  assertions,  the  verdict  must 
be  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  jury 
would  fix  the  amount  of  damages. 
VerdictfortheplaiDtiff,damage850/. 

The  second  case  possessed  no 
public  interest.  It  arose  out  of  a 
squabble  on  the  pier  at  Margate. 
Holt,  one  of  the  defendants,  had 
been  fined  a  shilling  by  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor, a  Margate  magistrate,  for 
going  upon  the  jetty  when  a 
steam-boat  was  leaving,  contrary 
to  the  regulations  of  a  local  act. 
In  revenge,  a  series  of  libels  against 
Mr.  Chancellor  were  published  in 
the  Age,  Lord  Den  man  said, 
that  in  this  case  he  thought  trifling 
damages  would  not  be  just ;  and 
the  jury  gave  the  plaintiff  100/. 

7.  Trial  at  Paris.    The  Pro- 

CUREUR     DU     Roi    V.     GlACOSA. 

A  case  of  swindling,  which  excited 
much  interest  among  the  English 
residing  at  Paris,  came  on  in  the 
Court  of  Correctional  Police.  The 
accused,  Fernando  Giacosa,  an 
employ 4  (we  give  the  French 
phrase)  in  the  stables  of  the  pre- 
sent king  of  the  French  (when 
duke  of  Orleans)  was  indicted  at 
the  instance  of  an  English  lady, 
Miss  Add  Samler^  for  swindling 


(eseroquerie)  and  breach  of  promise 
of  marriage.  The  prisoDer  was 
introduced  by  the  municipal  guards 
and  placed  in  the  dock.  He  was 
a  tall,  handsome  young  fellow, 
wore  a  bushy  pair  of  mustaehios, 
and  a  long  beard.  Miss  Samler, 
the  plaintiflT,  a  lady  apparently 
between  thirty  five  and  forty » took 
her  seat  next  to  her  counsel)  M. 
Ledru  Rollio. 

The  first  witness  examined  said 
that  he  had  known  Giacosa  since 
1830,  when  he  met  him  on  his 
return  from  the  attack  on  the 
Tuilleries  on  the  29th  of  July. 
The  prisoner  escorted  with  several 
others  n  quantity  of  plate^  taken 
out  of  the  palace,  which  the  people 
brought  to  the  Bourse.  Witness 
lost  sight  of  the  defendant  after- 
wards, but  had  heard  that  he  had 
worked  as  a  painter.  He  had 
also  been  told  of  his  haying  worn 
the  decoration  of  the  legion  of 
honour  without  authorization : 
this  he  attributed  to  his  natural 
levity.  Witness  met  him  a  year 
ago,  when  he  asked  him  for  a  cer- 
tificate of  what  he  knew  of  his 
conduct  on  the  29th  of  July^  1830. 
He  applied  to  several  persons  to 
procure  a  situation  for  Giacosa, 
who  was  then  in  great  distress: 
he  had  pity  on  him,  and  received 
from  an  English  lord  various  sums, 
which  he  gave  him  or  paid  to  his 
creditors. 

Several  other  witnesses  wers 
called,  who  said  they  could  give 
no  information  respecting  Giacosa's 
means  of  existence.  He  was  ioti« 
mate  with  a  baroness  de  LamerSt 
with  whom  he  went  to  reside.  A 
witness  at  whose  bouse  they  had 
lodged  together  said,  that  an  Eng- 
lish lady  sometimes  called  to  see 
Giacosa,  and  that  the  baroosis 
then  concealed  herself  in  a  bide 
room.    Another  witnesa,  a  jew«L 
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ler,  saw  the  prisoner  at  a  reading- 
room  in  the  Passage  de  Lorme, 
belonging  to  the  baroness  de  La- 
mers.  Hie  baroness  kept  besides 
a  pastrycook*s  shop  opposite.  The 
witciess  called  with  a  bill  of  2G0 
francs,  which  the  prisoner,  who 
was  then  in  the  reading-room, 
paid  him.  Giacosa  had  spread 
before  him  on  the  table  a  large 
sum  in  gold,  and  witness  cautioned 
))im  against  exposing  so  much 
gold  to  view  in  a  public  place. 

The  sixth  witness,  a  milliner, 
deposed  that  Giacosa  cm  me  to  her 
shop  to  purchase  a  velvet  shawl 
for  160f.,  in  the  name  of  the 
countess  d'Osmond.  She  herself 
brought  the  shawl,  and  meeting 
in  the  apartment  a  lady,  M'hom 
she  took  to  be  the  countess  d'Os- 
mond, she  left  it,  without  requiring 
payment.  A  few  days  afterwards 
she  called  again,  and  was  told  by 
a  little  boy  that  his  mother  would 
call  and  pay  her. 

The  baroness  de  Lamers  was 
next  introduced  ;  her  appearance 
was  rather  prepossessing.  She 
had  been  at  first  arrested,  and  was 
to  be  tried  as  the  accomplice  of 
Giacosa,  but  there  being  insuffi- 
cient proof  to  criminate  her,  the 
instructing  judge  had  inclined  to 
indulgence.  She  said  she  was  a 
German  by  birth,  and  had  lost  her 
httsband  before  she  became  ac- 
quainted uith  Giacosa.  The  lat- 
ter had  been  presented  to  her  by  a 
Russian  nobleman.  She  left  her 
country  to  follow  him  to  France, 
where  she  knew  that  with  her  con- 
fined income  she  could  give  her 
children  a  better  education  than  in 
Germany.  Previous  to  her  de- 
parture she  had  converted  all  her 
fortune  into  money,  and  when  she 
left  Mentz  she  had  between 
t>r>,00()f.  and  30,000f.,  which  she 
unfortunately  placed  in  the  hivnds 


of  Giacosa,  who  dissipated  them 
at  the  gaming  table.  Being  thus 
deprived  of  all  means  of  existence, 
she  was  reduced  to  keep  a  circula- 
ting library.  Her  intention  had 
been  to  marry  the  prisoner,  but 
she  had  had  doubts  respecting  his 
couKtancy,  and  wished  to  put  it  to 
the  test.  She  knew  that  he  was 
paying  his  addresses  to  an  En- 
glishwoman, Miss  Sam  ler,  who 
paid  many  of  his  debts,  and, 
amongst  others,  a  sum  of  6,000f. 
which  Giacosa  had  given  witness 
on  account  of  what  he  owed  to  her. 

The  milliner,  confronted  with 
the  baroness,  identified  her  as  the 
alleged  countess  d'Osmond,  to 
whom  she  delivered  the  shawL 
Witness  and  Giacosa  both  denied 
this  fact,  but  the  milliner  gave 
such  precise  evidence,  that  the 
tribunal  was  convinced  of  her  ve- 
racity. The  baroness  then  ad- 
mitted that  Miss  Samler  often 
called  on  Giacosa  at  her  loddngs. 
Miss  Samler  she  said,  was  deter- 
mined on  marrying  him  at  any 
price,  even  if  he  were  a  mere  Va- 
grant, and  of  setting  out  with  him 
for  Italy.  She  promised  to  pay 
the  baroness  what  Giacosa  owed 
her.  The  daughter  of  witness 
married  an  English  physician  (Dr. 
M'Kay.) 

Miss  Samler  was  then  called 
forward,  and  deposed  that  in  May 
last  she  had  promised  to  pay  ba. 
roness  de  Lamers  6,000f.,  which 
Giacosa  told  her  was  a  debt  of  ho« 
nour.  The  baroness  threatened  to 
put  him  into  prison  if  he  did  not 
pay  her,  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  she  had  undertaken  to  dis- 
charge the  debt.  The  doctor  was 
present  at  the  interview,  and  told 
Miss  Samler,  that  the  defendant 
was  at  that  time  his  patient,  but 
that  his  illness  proceeded  from  his 
violent  passion  for  her.    Oiacosft 
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assured  her  that  the  baroness  was 
a  rich  lady,  who  had  an  equipage, 
a  chateau,  &c.,  but  that  she  need 
not  be  jealous  of  her,  as  he  could 
not  abide  her. 

Giacosa  here  rose,  and  stated, 
that  if  he  was  so  anxious  to  pro- 
cure the  6,000f.  at  the  time,  it 
was  because  the  doctor,  who  was 
going  to  settle  in  England,  re- 
quired it  for  his  journey  and  to 
defray  the  first  expences  of  his  es- 
tablishment. 

The  proprietress  of  the  milliner's 
shop  in  which  the  velvet  shawl  had 
been  ordered  by  Giacosa, confirmed 
the  evidence  of  the  sixth  witness. 
She  had  distinctly  heard  him  order 
the  shawl  in  the  name  of  the 
countess  d'Osmond.  Some  months 
after,  being  in  want  of  money,  she 
had  sent  her  bill  to  Giacosa,  with 
a  request  to  pay  her  the  amount 
or  return  the  shawl.  Giacosa 
wrote  to  her  a  letter  by  a  young 
boy,  promising  to  call,  but  did  not 
return  the  shawl.  He  subse- 
quently came  to  her  shop,  and  be- 
haved towards  her  and  her  com- 
panion in  the  most  outrageous 
manner,  threatening  the  latter  to 
strike  her,  because  she  had  met  the 
baroness  de  Laiuers  and  asked  her 
for  her  address.  Giaco«a  repeated 
the  same  scene  at  the  office  of  the 
commissary  of  police. 

A  young  Englishman,  summoned 
at  the  request  of  Giacosa,  said 
that  he  heard  of  the  intention  of 
Miss  Samler  to  marry  him.  He 
often  saw  them  together,  and  knew 
of  her  having  advanced  large  sums 
of  money  to  pay  his  debts. 

The  prisoner  admitted  having 
received  from  Miss  Samler  6,000f. 
to  pay  the  baroness  de  Lamers, 
and  two  sums  of  10,000f.  shortly 
afterwards,  besides  various  other 
sums,  of  which  he  could  not  ex- 
actly remember  the  amount.     He 


had  paid  the  baroness^  and  sent 
7,000f.  to  a  gentleman  in  Bristol, 
from  whom  he  had  borrowed  it^  and 
paid  with  the  rest  of  the  first 
10,000f.  a  number  of  debts;  of  the 
last  10,000f.  he  could  give  do  sat- 
isfactory account.  He  nerer  con- 
sidered that  advance  in  any  other 
light  than  a  debt.  The  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  heard  at  much  lengthy  after 
which  the  presiding  magistrate  de- 
livered the  judgment  of  the  court 
in  the  following  terms  : — 

'*  Considering  that  the  evidence 
has  convicted  Giacosa  of  having 
been  guilty  of  swindling,  to  the 
prejudice  of  Mademoiselle  Lenor- 
mand,  a  milliner,  that  it  is  equally 
obvious  that  he  resorted  to  frau- 
dulent manoeuvres  to  swindle  a 
portion  of  the  fortune  of  Miss 
Samler,  the  tribunal  sentences  him 
to  fifteen  months  imprisonment  and 
100  franas  fine.  As  respects  the 
claim  of  the  civil  partv*  consider- 
ing that  Miss  Samler  has  reduced 
it  to  20,000f.,  the  tribunal  con- 
demns Giacosa  to  refund  her  that 
sum,  and  fixes  at  three  years  the 
period,  during  which  he  shall  re- 
main liable  to  imprisonment  for 
the  payment  of  that  sum." 

7.  The  Weather. — The  wea- 
ther in  the  North  of  England,  for 
the  most  part,  was  extremely  vet 
and  unfavourable  at  the  commence, 
ment  of  this  month,  and  the  crojpsy 
a  considerable  portion  of  which 
were  still  out,  sustained  extensive 
injury ;  in  fact,  in  the  very  late 
districts  some  quantity  of  wheat 
remaining  in  the  fields  became 
worth  little  or  nothing. 

8.  Swindling  Transaction^— ^ 
Thomas  Shelford,  a  portly,  res- 
pectable looking  man^  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  was  brought  up  at 
Hatton  Garden,  charged  by  Mr. 
Patrick  M'Cowell^  of   6,  Alfred 
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Place,  Bedford  Square,  Blooms- 
bury,  with  having  defrauded  him 
of  50/. 

The  prosecutor  stated  that  he 
was  clerk  to  Mr.  Domingo  Pare 
Brouego,  proprietor  of  the  Cosmo- 
rama,  209,  Regent  Street.  On  the 
25th  of  September  previous,  wit- 
ness saw  an  advertisement  in  the 
Morning  Herald  newspaper,  sta- 
ting that  for  a  douceur  the  adver- 
tiser would  procure  a  situation  for 
a  young  man  who  could  write  a 
good  plain  hand,  which  would 
bring  him  in  a  salary  of  200Z.  per 
year,  with  a  house  rent  free,  and 
coals  and  candles.  Parties  were 
to  apply  to  Mr.  Barlow,  No.  23, 
Alfred  Street,  Bedford  Square. 
Witness  called  there,  and  found 
five  persons  waiting  in  the  passage. 
After  remaining  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  his  turn  came,  and  he 
went  up  stairs  to  the  drawing- 
room,  where  be  found  the  prisoner 
seated  at  a  large  table.  M^itness 
informed  him  he  had  called  res- 
pecting a  situation  which  was  ad- 
vertised in  the  Morning  Herald* 
He  requested  to  know  witness's 
condition,  and  asked  whether  he 
was  in  a  situation.  He  replied 
that  he  was.  The  prisoner  said, 
**  Well,  sir,  you  know  the  terms  of 
the  advertisement,  are  you  pre- 
pared with  50/.  }  '*  Witness  re- 
plied that  he  was,  if  he  (the 
prisoner)  would  satisfy  him  that 
he  could  obtain  for  him  the  situa- 
tion. The  prisoner  then  said, 
*'Now,  sir,  don't  deceive  yourself 
or  me.  Have  you  the  money 
ready,  or  will  you  have  to  go  from 
friend  to  friend  to  borrow  it  ?  For 
in  that  case  there  might  be  some 
danger  of  the  thing  being  talked 
of— a  man  may  be  your  friend  to- 
day and  your  enemy  to-morrow. 
In  such  cases  strict  secrecy  should 
be  observed  by  both  pariies—you 


ought  not  even  to  tell  your  own 
wife."    Witness  said  that  he  could 
have  the  money  at  any  time.   The 
prisoner  then  said,  '*  in  this  stage 
of  the  proceeding  I  am  not  at  li- 
berty to  tell  you  on  what  railroad 
the  situation  is.     I  will  only  say 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
country,  and  you  may  guess  which 
it  is ;  "  and  he  inquired  of  witness 
whether  he  had  any  objection  to 
go  out  of  town,  as  the   situation 
would  beat  a  station  in  thecountry, 
to  take  the  money  received  from 
the  passengers  and  forward  it  to 
London.      The  prisoner  then  re- 
quired two  references  as   to   his 
character,  which  the  witness  gave. 
The  prisoner  told  him  that  he  had 
only  seen  one  person  before  him 
that  morning  that  would  be  likely 
to  suit,  but  if  witness  paid  him  he 
would  have  no  person  present  as  a 
witness,  and  he  would  give  no  re- 
ceipt. He  had  the  interest  of  a  di« 
rector,  and  the  party  he  recommend- 
ed would  obtain  the  appointment, 
and  if  he  (witness)  was  selected,  he 
should  hear  from  him  on  the  Friday 
or  Saturday  morning.    On  the  Sa- 
turday following  the  prisonercalled 
at  witness's  house,  and  said,    ''  I 
am  happy,  sir,  to  say  that  I  have 
procured  you  the  appointment,  but 
you    omitted    to    give    me   your 
christian  name   in  full,   and  the 
name  of  the  parish  you  reside  in. 
Witness  wrote  them  down,  and  the 
prisoner  inquired  whether  he  was 
prepared  with  the  50/.  ?     Witness 
replied  in  the  affirmative;     but 
said   that   before  he  paid    it    he 
should  expect  to  be  introduced  to 
the  directors  and    secretary,    or 
some  other  party  connected  with 
the  railroad.     The  prisoner  said, 
''  Oh,  sir,  if  you  doubt  me  there  is 
an  end  of  the  matter  ;    I  can  fill 
up  the  sitiiation  not  100  yards  off. 
\Q\k  are  not  aware  how  these  mat* 
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ters  arc  arraugcd.  In  goverumeut 
oflices,  for  iustancc,  a  inau  frc« 
qiiently  procures  a  situation  with- 
out knowing  by  whom  it  is 
obtained,  the  same  as  at  the  India 
House,  where  they  are  only  sworn 
to  perftirm  certain  duties."  He 
said  he  would  give  him  a  printed 
document  signed  by  four  directors^ 
and  countersigned  by  an  eminent 
banker^  and  he  should  have  the 
document  filled  up  that  day  or  the 
following  morning.  He  subse- 
quently  called  at  witness's  house, 
and  produced  a  printed  document 
purporting  to  be  his  appointment 
to  the  vsituation  on  the  Birming- 
ham Railroad  ;  he  inquired  whe- 
ther wiiness  would  have  any  ob- 
jection to  live  at  Birmingham,  as 
he  woulil  be  at  that  station,  and 
asked  again  whether  he  was  pre- 
pared with  tlic  50/.  Witness  con- 
ceiving it  to  be  all  right,  as  the 
document  bore  a  formal  appear- 
ance, being  apparently  regularly 
signed,  &c.,  proceeded  down  stairs 
and  returned  with  a  50/.  note, 
which  he  handed  over  to  the  pri- 
soner, who  appointed  to  meet  him 
on  the  following  morning  at  the 
Euston -square  station  to  go  with 
him  to  Birmingham  to  introduce 
him  to  the  station^  whither  he  was 
to  go  free  of  expense.  The  docu- 
ment purporting  to  be  the  ap- 
pointment, had  sir  Richard  Carr 
Glyn's  name  attached  to  it.  Wit- 
ness proceeded  to  the  Birmingham 
Railway,  Euston  Square,  with  the 
spurious  appointment,  on  the 
same  day  that  he  received  it,  and 
showed  it  to  one  of  the  principal 
clerks.  He  was  told  that  it  was  a 
forgery,  and  that  he  liad  been 
swindled  out  of  his  money.  Wit- 
uess  immediately  stopped  payment 
of  the  note  at  the  Bank,  and  af- 
terwards received  information  that 
it  had  been  paid  io.    He  bad  been 


searching  after  the  prisoner  ever 
since,  and^  at  last,  accidentally  met 
him  in  Holborn,  and  gave  him  into 
custody.  Further  evidence  being 
necessary  the  prisoner  was  re- 
manded, and  on  being  again 
brought  forward^  various  other 
charges  of  the  same  nature  were 
brought  forward  against  hita,  and 
an  accomplice  named  Rickerby, 
who  was  also  taken  into  custody. 
Both  were  committed  to  Newgate 
to  take  their  trial.— *It  appeared 
that  the  prisoner  had  before  been 
prosecuted  for  deserting  his  wife 
and  family ;  and  subsequent  to  the 
murder  and  suicide  committed  by 
Steinbergh,  the  German^  a  few 
years  since,  he  took  the  house  in 
Southampton*  street,  PentonviJle- 
road,  and  exhibited  representa- 
tions of  the  murdered  |>crsons  in 
wax-work,  until  the  inhabitants 
and  the  parish  officers  interfered 
and  put  down  the  spectacle  as  a 
nuisance. 

8.      POST-OFFICK    DjBSPATC0«-<« 

An  amusing  incident  occurred  at 
Windsor  this  evening.  A  car« 
riage  and  four  drove  up  to  the 
castle,  and  out  stepped  a  person^ 
Hge  attired  like  a  foreigner  of  dis- 
tinction on  his  travels  •"— with  a 
foraging- cap,  a  boa  round  his 
neck,  and  furred  gloves.  He  an- 
nounced himself  as  the  bearer  of 
important  despatches,  which  must 
be  delivered  immediately  into  the 
queen's  own  hand*  Her  m^gestyj 
on  receiving  a  communication  to 
this  effect,  sent  orders  to  the 
foreign  gentleman  to  deliver  up 
his  packets.  This  he  sturdily  re- 
fused. An  officer  of  the  household 
was  deputed  to  obtain  the  docu- 
ments, with  no  better  success. 
Colonel  Grey,  equerry  in  waiting, 
went  on  the  same  errand;  but 
was  assured  that  the  queen's  auto- 
grapbical  command  would  aloM 
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procure  tbe  precious  deposit.  An 
inspector  of  police^  stationed  at 
the  castle,  then  received  orders  to 
convey  the  furred  gentleman  to 
the  station-house.  There  he  dis- 
played some  newspapers  addressed 
to  the  queen,  with  a  foreign  post- 
mark ;  declaring  that  he  could  not 
consistently  with  the  oath  he  had 
taken,  deliver  them  up  without  the 
queen's  command  in  her  own  hand- 
writing. Persuasion  being  use- 
less, the  papers  and  letters  were 
taken  from  the  man  by  force. 

It  turned  out  that  this  myste.. 
rious  personage  was  a  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, a  clerk  in  the  post-office,  St. 
Martin's*>le-grand !  The  same 
morning,  being  Sunday,  after  the 
usual  despatch  had  been  forwarded 
to  Windsor,  it  was  discovered  that 
one  packet  had  been  left  behind ; 
the  clerks  were  told  by  their  supe- 
rior, that  they  must  bear  among 
themselves  the  expense  of  sending 
the  packet  to  Windsor :  Saunders 
said  he  was  going  past  Bucking- 
ham palace,  and  would  see  whe- 
ther it  could  not  be  forwarded 
thence  to  the  queen  5  but  instead 
of  this,  he  preferred  making  the 
ridiculous  expedition  to  Windsor, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  an  inter- 
view with  royalty. 

After  passing  Sunday  night  in 
the  station-house,  Saunders  was 
taken  in  custody  to  London,  and 
for  a  time  suspended  from  his  em- 
ployment at  the  post-office. 

8.  Rioting  at  Cambuiuge. — 
Some  tumultuous  and  not  very 
creditable  proceedings  were  re- 
ported as  having  taken  place  at 
this  university.  About  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  inhabitants  of 
Trumpington-street,  the  King's- 
parade,  and  Trinity-slreet,  were, 
it  is  said,  interrupted  by  the  yells 
and  bowlings  of  about  one  thou- 
sand of  the  uuder-graduatesi  who 


had  determined  to  link  themseJyes 
to  insult  and  to  hoot  the  proctoiv 
upon  duty  for  doing  justice  to  one 
of  their  body,  whom  they  had  dis- 
covered in  a  state  of  intoxicatioo, 
and  who  had  otherwise  committed 
himself  in  a  most  disgraceful  man- 
ner. They  therefore  congregated 
in  great  numbers,  and  assailed  the 
proctors  from  ope  end  of  the  stjreet 
to  the  other,  making  use  of  tbe 
most  violent  language,  and  hal- 
looing to  the  very  top  of  their 
voices.  The  inhabitants  had,  in 
many  instances,  but  just  returned 
from  their  respective  places  of 
worship.  The  police,  during  the 
whole  period,  were  wsiiking  about 
with  the  greatest  unconcern;  it 
not  being  lawful  for  them  to 
interfere  with  the  under-graduates 
of  the  university^  who  have  their 
own  discipline  and  their  own 
officers. 

Frauds  on  the  Paris  Eng- 
lish Benevolent  Society.— A 
trial  came  on  before  the  French 
courts,  in  which  Mr.  Macloughlin, 
an  English  physician,  was  plaintiff, 
and  a  Mr.  Hardern,  a  professor  of 
English,  was  defendant. 

It  appeared  that  the  British 
committee  in  Paris  for  the  relief 
of  British  subjects  had  been  ap- 
plied to  by  Mr.  Hardern,  his  wife 
being  dangerously  ill,  suffering 
from  a  complication  of  cancer, 
dropsy,  inflammation,  and  stone. 
The  committee  immediately  re- 
quested Dr.  Macloughlin,  one  of 
its  quarterly  phvsicians,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Mr.  Harcfern's,  that  proper 
assistance  might  be  given.  On 
examination  the  doctor  ascertained 
that  the  patient  was  suffisring 
neither  from  inflammation  nor 
stone,  and  begged  Dr.  Moreau,  a 
celebrated  French  accoucheur,  to 
visit  her  irespecting  the  alleged 
cancer,  aud  another  French  physi-* 
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cian  was  also  requested  to  examine 
whether  she  was  afflicted  with 
stone  or  not.  These  gentlemen^ 
being  convinced  that  these  afflic- 
tions were  feigned^  stated  their 
opinions  to  Dr.  Macloughh'n. 

Mrs.  Hardern  had  also  pre- 
tended that  she  frequently  vomited 
blood ;  and  to  make  her  tale  appear 
more  plausible^  she  had  produced 
some  chicken  bloody  which  she  en- 
deavoured to  palm  on  the  doctor 
as  her  own.  Dr.  Macloughlin^  in- 
dignant at  this  conduct^  reported 
it  to  the  committee. 

Three  weeks  after,  the  doctor 
was  shown  by  one  of  his  patients 
a  letter  the  defendant  had  written 
against  him.  This  letter  con- 
tained a  certificate  from  Dr. 
Cruvelhier^  a  professor  belonging 
to  the  Ecole  de  Medicine^  stating 
that  his  wife  was  afflicted  with 
dropsy.  Dr.  Macloughlin,  think, 
ing  that  this  certificate  had  not 
been  given  by  Dr.  Cruvelhier, 
called  again  on  Mrs.  Hardern,  and 
found  a  Catholic  priest  adminis- 
tering religious  consolation.  Mr. 
Hardern  then  observed  that  his 
wife  had  only  complained  of 
paralysis,  which  was  so  evident 
that  needles  might  be  thrust  into 
her  flesh  without  her  feeling  them. 
The  doctor,  however,  ascertained  by 
tickling  the  lady,  that  she  was  no 
more  afflicted  with  paralysis  than 
he  was,  and  he  accordingly  reported 
this  conduct  to  the  committee,  and 
bis  doing  so  occasioned  the  de« 
fendant  to  write  a  very  violent 
letter. 

Upon  this  Dr.  Macloughlin 
called  on  Dr.  Cruvelhier,  and  as- 
certained from  him  that  he  had 
not  strictly  examined  the  lady, 
and  that  he  had  given  the  certin. 
cate  on  account  of  the  miserable 
situation  she  seemed  to  be  in. 
Dr.  Cuvelhier^  at  the  request  of 


Dr.  Macloughlin,  again  visited 
Mrs.  Hardern,  and  then  stated 
that  she  was  paralytic.  The 
committee,  considering  itself  de- 
ceived, complained  to  the  pro* 
cureur  du  roi,  and  withdreir  its 
charitable  relief  from  the  de- 
fendant, who,  thinking  himself 
aggrieved,  and  considering  Dr. 
Macloughlin  to  be  the  cause^  sent 
that  gentleman  a  challenge^  which, 
of  course,  was  not  accepted ;  and 
he  went  so  far  as  to  give  the 
doctor  a  blow  the  first  time  he 
met  him.  For  this  assault  he  was 
arrested  and  kept  two  days  in 
prison.  After  this,  in  order  to 
avenge  himself  on  the  doctor, 
he  sent  several  de&matory  letters 
to  the  English  residents^  and  even 
posted  placards  containing  reflec- 
tions highly  injurious  to  his 
honour. 

The  defendant,  to  exonerate 
himself,  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
the  accusation  proceeded  entirely 
from  religious  intolerance  —  his 
wife  being  a  Roman  catholic.  He 
said  she  had  been  offered  fifty 
francs  a-day  to  become  a  pro* 
testant. 

It  was,  however,  ascertained 
that  no  distinction  whatever  was 
made  with  respect  to  religious 
creeds  by  the  committee  in  its 
benevolent  pursuits. 

As  Dr.  Macloughlin  did  not 
seek  damages,  the  court,  showed 
its  clemency  bv  sentencing  the 
defendant  to  fifteen  days*  im- 
prisonment, and  ordered  its  judg- 
ment to  be  inserted  in  three 
papers,  at  the  option  of  the 
plaintiff. 

10.  Murder  in  France. — At 
the  court  of  assizes  of  Seine  et 
Oise,  a  young  workman,  named 
Picot,  was  charged  with  having 
attempted  to  murder  two  children, 
whom  he  had  never  beftre  ieeO| 
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no  motive  for  the.  act  being 
found,  except  that  it  proceeded 
from  the  aberrations  of  a  state  of 
drunlcenness. 

It  appeared  that  on  Sunday, 
the  28th  of  July  last,  two  brothers, 
named  Peron,  one  aged  eight,  the 
other  four  years,  who  resided  at 
Thormes,  were  proceeding  along 
the  bank  of  the  river,  when  they 
met  an  individual,  apparently  in 
liquor,  who  asked  them  whither 
they  were  going.  After  having 
struck  the  eldest,  and  knocked  him 
down,  he  seized  the  youngest  and 
threw  him  on  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  bank,  pushing  the  eldest  after 
him.  He  then  again  caught  hold 
of  the  youngest,  and  threw  him 
into  the  water.  Seeing  that  the 
eldest  was  crying,  he  threw  him 
in  also,  saying,  *'  I  am  going  to 
see  if  you  can  swim."  The  eldest 
got  out  of  the  river  with  great 
difficulty,  but  the  youngest,  whom 
his  brother  had  vainly  endeavoured 
to  save,  soon  disappeared,  and  was 
dead  when  his  body  was  found. 

A  youth,  named  Hervey,  who 
was  fishing  at  some  distance,  saw 
the  two  children  thrown  in,  and 
immediately  told  two  persons  of 
the  circumstance.  He  returned 
with  them  to  the  spot  where  the 
crime  had  been  committed,  when 
they  found  Alfred  Peron,  who  had 
just  got  out  of  the  water.  They 
set  off  in  pursuit  of  the  culprit, 
and  Hyppolite  Picot  was  taken. 

He  denied  the  facts  imputed  to 
him,  but  the  mayor  of  the  com- 
mune having  sent  for  Alfred  Peron, 
the  child  pointed  out  Picot,  al- 
though he  was  surrounded  by 
several  persons ;  and  he  was  also 
recognised  by  young  Hervey. 
Picot,  nevcrtneless,  persisted  in 
his  denial,  pretending  that  he 
never  took  the  road  along  the 
river  side^  but  the  contrary  bad 


been  establislied  by  the  examiDa- 
tion. 

In  support  of  the  charge  twelve 
witnesses  were  heard,  many  of 
whom  deposed  that  they  had  seen 
Picot  commit  the  crime,  and  re- 
cognised him  perfectly. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  did 
not  attempt  to  contradict  the  facts, 
but  tried  to  prove  that  the  accused 
was  affected  with  insanity. 

Picot  was  condemned  to  twenty 
years'  hard  labour  and  to  public 
exposure.  He  left  the  court  with- 
out exhibiting  the  slightest  emo- 
tion. 

—  Affair  of  Honour.— Lord 
George  Loftus  and  lord  Harley 
fought  a  duel  at  Boulogne.  Shots 
were  exchanged,  without  effect  5 
and  the  parties  returned  to  Dover 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
The  affair  originated  in  certain 
expressions  used  by  lord  George 
towards  lord  Harley,  on  occasion 
of  lord  Barley's  presenting  him- 
self to  the  notice  of  lord  George 
Loftus,  and  claiming  an  acquaint- 
ance, of  which  lord  George  had 
no  recollection  whatever.  Lord 
Harley  stated  that  his  introduc- 
tion to  lord  George  Loftus  had 
been  at  the  instance  of  his  brother, 
lord  Loftus;  and  on  the  faith  of 
this  statement  lord  George's  se- 
cond retracted  in  his  name  the 
expressions  in  question. 

—  Opening  op  the  Special 
Commission,  Monmouth.— -The 
judges,  appointed  to  preside  at 
the  state  trials  in  South  Wales, 
arrived  at  Monmouth  this  evening. 
The  next  day  they  attended  divine 
service^  and  opened  the  commis- 
sion. Three  hundred  and  fifteen 
special  jurors  had  been  summoned; 
and  twenty- four  gentlemen  of  sta- 
tion and  property  were  sworn  in 
as  the  grand  iury—  Lord  Granville 
Somerset  being  elected  foreman. 
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There  were  thirty-eight  prisoD- 
ers  for  trial .  The  judges  appointed^ 
were  diief  justice  Tiudal  of  the 
common  pleas,  sir  John  Williams 
of  the  queen's  bench^  sir  James 
Parke  of  the  exchequer^  and  Mr. 
sergeant  Ludlow.  Chief  justice 
Tindal  in  charging  the  grand  jury, 
briefly  stated  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  under  which  the 
commission  had  been  issued,  and 
then  expounded  and  accurately  de- 
fined the  law  of  high  treason ;  the 
disturbances  in  Monmouthshire 
L>eing  of  such  a  character  as  to 
render  it  extremely  probable  that 
indictments  for  high  treason  would 
be  preferred  against  some  of  the 
parties  supposed  to  have  been  im- 
plicated m  those  disturbances. 
The  learned  chief  justice  was  also 
careful  to  state  the  peculiar  advan- 
tages which  persons  accused  of 
high  treason  were  entitled  to. 

True  bills  for  high  treason  were 
found  against  John  Frost  and 
thirteen  others;  and  the  court 
was  adjourned  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember. Great  exertions  had  been 
made  by  their  party  to  secure  to 
the  accused  the  benefit  of  able 
counsel,  and  sir  Frederick  Pollock 
and  Mr.  Fitzroy  Kelly  were  two 
out  of  the  four  retained  for  the 
defence. 

11.  IIoM(EOPATHY. — A  coroucr's 
jury  assembled  at  the  George, 
Beech-street,  Barbican,  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Emily  Norrington,  ased 
twenty- six,  wife  of  a  scalemaker 
in  Fan-street.  Mrs.  Norrington 
had  been  attended  by  Dr.  Epps, 
who  treated  her  on  the  homoeopa- 
thic system;  and  the  iH)int  on 
which  the  inquiry  chiefly  turned 
was,  whether  this  treatment  was 
judicious  in  the  case  of  a  person 
labouring  under  fever  from  a  pres< 
sure  on  the  brain^  caused  or  co- 


existing with  exceasive  oonsti|NU 
tion — the  bowels  having  been  re- 
lieved only  once  or  twice  daring 
eleven  days.  The  nursea  and  two 
surgeons  were  of  opinion  that  ac- 
tive purging  medicine  should  hare 
been  used.  One  of  the  surgeons 
said  that  the  opium  pills  which 
doctor  £pps  gave,  and  which  were 
the  size  of  a  small  pin*s  head^ 
could  do  neither  harm  nor  good. 
Dr.  Epps  stoutly  defended  the 
homoeopathic  system^  to  which  he 
had  become  a  convert^  and  declared 
that  he  would  have  treated  his 
own  wife  in  the  same  way  as  the 
deceased.  The  verdict  brought  in 
by  the  jury  was,  *'  That  the  de- 
ceased died  from  an  effusion  on  the 
brain,  and  that  her  death  was  ac- 
celerated by  improper  treatment." 

—  Lunacy. — A  commission  of 
lunacy  was  held  before  doctor 
Phillimore,  at  the  Cadogan  hotel> 
Sloane.street,  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  mind  of  Mr.  Kobert  Henry 
Pearce,  late  of  Blacklands-house, 
Chelsea.  Mr.  Samuel  Charles  Whit- 
bread,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Pearce,  gave 
proof  of  his  aberration  of  intellect. 

He  had  been  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Pearce  for  a  number  of  year^ ; 
in  1836  he  observed  that  there 
was  an  alteration  in  his  conduct 
— one  day  he  would  join  in  the 
sports  of  the  field  and  mix  with 
society,  and  the  next  he  would 
shut  himself  up  and  refuse  to  see 
anybody.  The  first  thing  he  more 
particularly  observed  was  about 
January  1837,  when  Mr.  Pearce 
lighted  a  fire  in  the  front  of  his 
house >  in  the  garden.  From  that 
l)eriod  it  became  necessary,  for  his 
own  safety,  that  he  should  be 
watched ;  and  when  he  could  be 
induced  to  spend  his  evenings  with 
witness,  he  would  frequently  com- 
plain of  seeing  two  kites  flying  in 
the  air  with  hnterns  attached  to 
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them.  He  accused  Mr.  Whitbread 
and  others  of  robbing  hinii  and 
fancied  that  he  was  conversing 
with  persons  when  lie  was  alone 
and  talking  to  himself. 

Dr.  Sutherland  gave  similar 
evidence;  and  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  that  Mr.  Pearce  had 
been  of  unsound  mind  since  the 
27th  of  March  1837. 

—  Ingram  v.  Lawson. —  The 
court  of  Common  Pleas  tried  an 
action  brought  by  Mr.  Ingram, 
commander  of  the  Larkins  East 
Indiaman^  against  the  publisher 
of  the  Times,  On  the  31st  Oc- 
tober 1837,  a  letter  appeared  in 
the  Times  describing  the  Larkins 
to  be  in  an  unseaworthy  state,  re- 
quiring additional  hands  from  the 
Cape  on  her  last  voyage  from 
India  to  keep  her  afloat  by  pump- 
ing. It  was  also  said,  that  she 
had  been  bought  by  the  Jews  to 
carry  out  convicts.  It  was  proved 
that  the  Larkins  was  in  a  per- 
fectly seaworthy  condition  ;  that 
she  had  good  accommodation  for 
passengers;  and  that  after  the 
publication  of  the  libel  the  number 
of  passengers,  usually  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five,  had  been  reduced 
to  eleven  out  and  seven  home. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Justice 
Maule,  the  jury  found  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  with  900/.  da- 
mages. 

—  Church  of  Scotland.  — 
The  commission  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland 
met,  after  adjournment,  on  this 
day ;  when  a  question  essentially 
the  same  as  that  involved  in  the 
famous  Auchterarder  case  was 
brought  forward.  To  make  the 
proceedings  of  ihe  commission  in- 
telligible, it  is  necessary  to  men- 
tion, that  in  1837,  a  presentation 
of  the  rev.  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 
living  of  Maruoch  had  been  8U3« 


tained  by  the  presbytery  of  Strath* 
bogie ;  that  in  1838,  the  general 
assembly  determined  to  enforce  the 
veto  law,  and  *'  remitted**  to  the 
presbytery  to  reject  Mr.  Ed  wards  5 
that  in  1839,  the  general  assembly 
again  expressly  enjoined  the  pres- 
bytery not  to  take  any  steps  to- 
wards admitting  Mr.  Edwards; 
and  that,  nevertheless,  the  pres- 
bytery, preferring  to  obey  the  de- 
cision of  the  court  of  session  and 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  given  in 
the  Auchterarder  case,  had  ad* 
mitted  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  living 
of  Marnoch,  by  a  majority  of  7 
to  4. 

Mr.  Candlish,  after  stating  the 
facts  at  length,  submitted  a  mo- 
tion to  the  assembly  "  to  suspend 
the  seven  ministers  forming  the 
majority,  from  the  exercise  of  any 
of  their  functions,  and  to  autho-^ 
rize  the  remanent  and  unsuspend- 
ed  members  to  **  repone"  anjr  of 
their  suspetided  brethren,  who 
should  compear  personally  and 
subscribe  an  assurance  that  they 
will  submit  themselves  to  the  ju» 
dications  of  the  church  in  this  and 
in  all  other  matters,  but  not  other- 
wise;" and  in  the  meanwhile,  to 
procure  a  supply  of  stated  minis- 
terial services  for  the  parishes 
under  the  care  of  the  suspended 
clergymen. 

The  motion  was  supported  by 
the  lord  provost  of  Glasgow^  Dr. 
Brown  of  Aberdeen,  Dr.  Burns  of 
Paisley,  and  Dr.  Chalmers.  It 
was  opposed  by  Dr.  Lee  and  Dr. 
Bryce,  the  latter  of  whom  moved 
au  amendment — that  the  commis- 
sion approve  of  the  conduct  of  the 
presbytery,  and  refer  the  matter 
to  the  next  general  assembly. 

Another  amendment  was  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Muir,  postponing  all 
proceedings  to  the  meeting  of  tb^ 
general  assembly. 
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It  was  decided,  bjr  a  vote  of  15 
to  9^  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  on  Dr.  Muir*s  motion,  and 
Mr.  ^Candlish's ;  when  there  ap- 
peared— For  Dr.  Muir's  14;  for 
Mr.  Candlish's  121. 

The  announcement  of  numbers 
was  received  witli  loud  cheers  and 
clapping  of  hands  by  persons  in 
the  body  and  in  the  galleries  of  the 
Tolbooth  churchy  where  the  com. 
mission  sat. 

Protests  against  the  decision 
were  presented  on  behalf  of  the 
Strath  bogie  presbytery,  and  by 
six  members  of  the  assembly  ;  also 
by  the  agent  of  the  presbytery — 
the  latter  declaring  that  each  and 
all  of  the  parties  accessory  to  the 
vote  just  recorded^  should  be  held 
liable  for  the  damage  inflicted  on 
the  suspended  ministers,  by  pro- 
ceedings "arbitrary,  illegal,  op- 
pressive, and  in  evident  contempt 
of  the  law  of  the  land." 

It  was  agreed,  on  Mr.  Dunlop's 
motion,  that  this  protest  should 
be  received,  but  that  the  parties 
to  it  should  be  cited  to  appear  be. 
fore  the  next  general  assembly,  to 
answer  for  "  a  gross  contempt  to 
the  supreme  court." 

14.  Affairs  of  the  Marquess 
OF  Huntley. — In  the  lord  may- 
or's court,  Patterson,  manager  of 
the  North  Scotland  Banking  Com- 
pany appeared  as  plaintiff;  the 
marquess  of  Huntley  as  defendant; 
Majoribanks  and  Co.,  garnishees. 

The  defendant  sought  to  set 
aside  the  proceedings  in  this  at- 
tachment on  the  ground  that, 
being  a  peer  of  the  United  King- 
dom, he  was  privileged  from  being 
sued  in  an  inferior  court,  and  con- 
sequently an  attachment  against 
his  effects,  in  order  to  compel 
his  appearance,  could  not  be 
supported,  and  ought  to  be  set 
asitle. 


The  recorder  delivered  judg- 
ment. '*  If,"  said  his  loidahip, 
''I  felt  any  doubt  on  the  point 
raised  in  this  case,  I  shoula  not 
decide  upon  the  motion,  but  should 
leave  the  marquess  to  raise  the 
question  of  privilege.'*  His  lord- 
ship then  took  a  review  of  the 
different  cases  which  had  been 
cited,  and  dwelt  particularly  on 
that  of  lord  Mountjoy,  reported  in 
Leonard,  209,  as  showing  that  the 
rule  ought  to  be  discharged.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  privilege 
of  peers  was  founded  on  the  sup- 
position that  a  peer,  by  reason  of 
his  dignity,  had  ample  goods  for 
the  satisfaction  of  his  debts.  By 
being  subject  to  attachment  a  peer 
was  not  necessarily  restrained  in 
his  person,  but  it  was  the  only 
means  of  compelling  him  to  appear 
to  the  process  of  the  court.  The 
distinction  between  that  process 
and  that  of  arrest  had  been  fre- 
quently recognized.  An  attorney 
was  not  subject  to  arrest,  but  his 
goods  might  be  attached.  A  party 
who  had  been  once  arrested  could 
not  be  arrested  again  for  the  same 
debt,  although  his  goods  had  been 
attached.  A  peer  of  the  realm 
could  not  be  arrested,  but  his  goods 
could  be  attached. 

15.  New  Convent  at  Dock. 
HEAD,  Bermondsey. — The  cere- 
monial of  the  professions  of  six  of 
the  admirable  order  of  the  '*  Sisters 
of  Mercy "  now,  we  believe,  esta- 
blished for  the  first  time  in  this 
country,  took  place  on  this  dav,  at 
the  Catholic  chapel  in  Bermondsey, 
recently  erected  by  subscription, 
from  the  designs  of  Mr.  Pugin. 
High  mass  was  celebrated  at  eleven 
o'clock,  at  which  the  right  rev.  Dr. 
Griffiths  assisted ;  the  novices  were 
then  introduced,  and,  after  the 
usual  preliminaries,  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Maguire, 
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and  a  collection  made  towards 
the  funds  of  the  convent.  When 
the  sermon  was  concluded  the 
"  profession  *'  took  place,  the  no- 
vices, attired  in  the  plenitude  of 
worldly  ornament,  repeating  the 
accustomed  formula,  whereby  they 
renounced  the  world,  and  dedi« 
cated  themselves  to  works  of  cha- 
rity. This  ceremony  over,  they 
retired,  and  assumea  the  sober 
garb  of  Sisters  of  Mercy,  and  the 
service,  consisting  of  antiphonies 
and  prayers,  was  concluded.  The 
assemblage  of  spectators  was  nu- 
merous, and  the  collection  appa- 
rently a  very  good  one.  Amongst 
the  nuns  who  were  clothed,  was 
lady  Barbara  Eyre  (second  sister 
of  Francis,  earl  of  Newburgh), 
who  had  been  a  liberal  benefact- 
ress to  the  chapel  and  convent, 
and  who  took  the  vows  under  the 
name  of  "  Sister  Mary." 

16.  Fall  from  Sunderland- 
BRiDGE. — This  afternoon,  at  about 
four  o'clock,  as  a  sailor,  named 
John  Barnett,  was  engaged  paint- 
ing the  metal  works  of  the  stu- 
pendous bridge  in  the  above  named 
town,  the  plank  on  which  he  was 
standing  slipped  at  one  end  from 
its  resting  place,  and  the  poor 
fellow  was  precipitated  into  the 
Wear.  He  caught  hold  of  one  of 
the  transverse  ribs  of  the  arch  for 
a  moment,  but  could  not  retain 
his  grasp.  He  remained  a  con. 
siderable  time  under  water,  but 
eventually  appeared  at  the  surface, 
and  being  a  good  swimmer,  made 
towards  a  sloop  lying  at  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  the  crew  of 
which  ship  put  off  a  boat,  took 
him  up,  and  landed  him  at  Fen- 
wick's-quay,  when,  to  the  surprise 
of  all,  he  ran  up  the  bank,  jumped 
over  a  wall,  and  went  to  the  bridge, 
for  the  purpose  of  locking  up  his 
workini^  utensils^  though  he  had 


fallen  from  a  height  of  upwards  of 
ninety  feet.  So  little  worse  was 
the  man,  that  he  walked  home  as 
if  nothing  had  happened,  com« 
plaining  merely  of  a  little  stiffness 
in  his  back.  The  man  stated  that 
the  effect  produced  upon  his  im- 
agination, when  he  dashed  into  the 
water,  was  as  if  he  had  fallen  into 
a  flame  of  fire;  and  that  he  felt 
the  descent  so  long,  that  he 
thought  he  should  never  arrive  at 
the  bottom. 

16.  Execution.  —  The  execu- 
tion of  William  Lees,  convicted 
at  the  previous  session  of  the  cri- 
minal court,  of  murdering  hia 
wife  in  a  fit  of  drunken  phrensy, 
took  place  at  the  Old  Bailey; 
There  was  an  immense  crowd  of 
persons  in  the  street  fronting  the 
scaffold,  many  of  whom  had  se- 
cured standing  room  as  early  as 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
There  were  the  usual  scenes  of 
intoxication  among  the  crowd,  in* 
creased  by  many  noted  thieves. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  to 
prove  the  murderer  insane,  but 
apparently  upon  slight  and  insuf- 
ficient grounds.  He  fully  con- 
fessed his  guilt,  and  recounted 
the  particulars  of  the  crime.  He 
knocked  his  wife  down,  cut  her 
throat  with  a  razor,  and  then 
battered  her  head  with  a  poker 
which  she  had  seized  to  strike 
him  with.  Letters,  written  by 
Lees  shortly  before  his  execution, 
expressing  penitence  and  confi- 
dence in  an  immediate  translation 
to  everlasting  happiness  in  heaven, 
were  published  in  the  newspapers^ 
and  hawked  about  in  the  streets. 
The  propriety  of  inducing  or  en- 
couraging such  a  state  of  mind 
in  persons  in  the  position  of  the 
wretched  individual  in  question, 
may  surely  be  questioned,  and  the 
ill  effect  of  the  publication  of  it. 
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with  regard  to  others^  must  we 
think  be  sufficiently  obvious. 

17.  Sale  at  Messrs.  Han- 
sard. —  Numbers  of  people  pro- 
ceeded to  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Hansard,  in  Whetstone  Park,  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields^  in  expectation 
that  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  their 
property,  which  had  been  adver- 
tised ft»r  nearly  a  fortnight,  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  damages 
given  in  the  action  for  libel 
brought  by  Mr.  Stockdalc  against 
Messrs.  Hansard^  as  printers  for 
the  house  of  commons,  would  take 
place  at  twelve  o'clock.  But  on 
their  arrival  there,  they  found 
that  matters  had  been  arranged, 
and  that  no  sale  was  to  take  place. 
It  appears,  that  the  money— the 
amount  of  the  damages  which  had 
been  lately  awarded  by  the  jury 
empannelled  at  the  sheriff's  court, 
was  quietly  paid  into  the  sheriff's 
office  the  night  before  about  nine 
o'clock^  no  questions  being  asked. 
An  intimation  of  this  &ct  was 
immediately  sent  to  the  auction- 
eer, with  directions  to  recall  the 
notice  of  sale.  It  was  asserted, 
that  the  under  sheriff  was  igno« 
rant  of  the  party  who  paid  in  the 
money. 

18.  Felony.  —  In  the  New 
Court,  Carolus  Aviot  a  French- 
man, was  indicted  for  stealing  a 
watch  and  ap|)cndage8,  of  the 
value  of  fourteen  guincai  and  up- 
wards, the  property  of  Charlotte 
Campbell,  on  the  loth  of  No- 
vember previous,  the  prisoner  ac 
companied  his  pica  of  not  guilty 
with  an  asseveration  that  ho  was 
afflicted  with  deafness.  At  his 
request,  a  panel  of  half  English 
and  half  French  gentlemen  were 
sworn , 

Tlie  prosecutrix  Charlotte  Camp* 
bell  having  been  called,  a  gold 
watcby  with  a  guard  chain  and 


key  appended,  was  laid  befiriw 
her,  which  she  claimed  as  ber 
property. 

The  piisoncr's  attention  haring 
been  directed  to  the  witness^  he 
solemnly  declared,  that  he  had 
never  seen  her  until  she  becatne 
his  accuser. 

She  deposed  that  she  bought 
the  watch  at  Mr.  Hawley's,  id 
the  Strand,  several  moutha  aso. 
That  she  met  the  prisoner  caauiuly 
in  Leicester-square,  and  that  In 
consequence  of  a  signal  he  made 
she  led  the  way,  and  he  followed 
her  to  a  house  in  St.  Martin- 
street,  and  they  went  up  Btairs 
together,  and  remained  for  more 
thun  twenty  minutes.  After  fur- 
ther particulars  had  been  stated^ 
the  witness  was  subjected  to  a 
rigid  examination  at  the  instance 
of  the  prisoner.  She  admitted 
that  he  said  but  little^  but  he 
said  "  yes,"  *'  no,"  and  "  very 
well,"  in  English  ;  and  appareotiv 
he  understock  the  questions  which 
induced  these  replies.  The  meet* 
ing  in  the  square  was  accidentalj 
and,  as  her  watch  was  concealed 
under  her  shawl,  the  fRtioner 
could  not  have  seen  it ;  when  they 
went  up  stairs  she  put  it  on  the 
table.  The  prisoner  gave  her  gold 
coin,  but  she  would  not  say  of 
what  denomination  or  amount. 
She  missed  the  watch  soon  after 
he  left,  but  the  state  of  her  dress 
would  not  admit  of  her  following 
him.  She  gave  immediate  inform- 
ation at  S<^tland-yard,  and  at  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Hawley,  and  gave 
the  best  description  she  was  able 
of  the  prisoner. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Sheppard,  conducting  the 
business  of  Mr.  Hawley,  gold- 
smith and  watchmaker  in  the 
Strand,  that  the  prisoner  came  to 
the  shop  on  the  12th  of  Decembefj 
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and  offered  to  sell  him  the  watch 
produced  for  twelve  guineas.  Wit- 
ness saw  that  it  was  made  by  his 
employer,  and  upon  turning  to  a 
book  he  found  that  it  had  been 
sold  to  a  lady  about  three  weeks 
previous,  and  that  she  had  subse-* 
quently  given  notice  of  its  having 
been  stolen  from  her.  Witness 
then  questioned  the  prisoner  as  to 
his  possession  of  the  watch,  when 
he  said,  in  tolerable  English^  that 
he  bought  it  from  a  man  in  the 
street,  who  sold  razors,  and  who 
pestered  him  so  much,  that  at 
length  he  consented  to  give  him 
6/.  for  it.  Witness  thinking  this 
statement  very  improbable,  called 
a  police-constable,  and  gave  him 
in  charge.  The  prisoner  did  not 
appear  to  be  at  all  deaf. 

However  this  might  be,  the 
deafness  whether  real  or  affected 
of  the  prisoner  when  on  his  trial, 
together  with  the  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  English  language  on 
the  part  of  the  accused's  interpre- 
ter, tended  to  involve  the  court 
in  great  perplexity.  There  was 
fortunately  one  barrister  in  court, 
named  Huddleston,  who  happened 
to  be  conversant  with  the  French 
language,  and,  at  the  request  of 
the  recorder,  he  undertook  to  com- 
municate with  the  prisoner,  and 
interpret  and  translate  his  de- 
fence. It  was  owing  to  this  gen- 
tleman, that  the  trial  terminated 
before  the  lapse  of  the  tenth  hour. 

The  prisoner  was  called  upon 
for  his  defence  after  midnight. 
He  wrote  it  down  as  he  had  pre- 
viously done  his  observations,  with 
amazing  rapidity,  Mr.  Huddle- 
stone  read  it  to  the  jury  in  both 
languages.  The  prisoner  com- 
menced by  stating,  that  he  was 
brother-in-law  of  M.  Hebert, 
deputy  for  the  department  of  the 
Loire,  in  the  French  parliameDt, 


Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour^ 
and  Advocate-General  to  the  Court 
of  Cassation.  The  object  of  his 
journey  to  England  was  to  em- 
bark with  his  wife  for  the  United 
States,  where  he  was  possessed  of 
3,341  acres  of  land  in  Virginia. 
During  the  last  two  months  he 
said  he  had  resided  in  London,  and 
lived  there  with  the  most  rifftd 
economy,  never  leaving  his  wife, 
and  never  even  entering  a  place  of 
entertainment.  Of  the  manner  in 
which  he  became  possessed  of  the 
watch  he  gave  the  following  ac- 
count :— **  Gentlemen^  my  wife's 
cousin  was  detained  in  Gruernsey 
in  consequence  of  some  money 
transactions,  and  she  was  anxiously 
expected  by  us,  day  after  day,  for 
six  weeks.  Every  Thursday,  every 
Sunday,  found  me  at  the  place 
where  the  packet-boat  from  Rot- 
terdam lands  her  passengers.  On 
Sunday,  about  three  weeks  ago, 
being,  as  usual,  at  the  Custom- 
house awaiting  the  boat,  J  was 
accosted  by  a  man  who  first  of  all 
showed  me  two  razors,  and  after 
having  in  vain  followed  me,  in  the 
hope  of  persuading  me  to  purchase 
them  of  him,  he  went  away.  The 
boat  arrived ;  my  cousin,  alas  I  was 
not  a  passenger  in  it.  I  left  the 
Custom-house.  Again  I  was  ad« 
dressed  by  the  same  individual^ 
who  had  in  one  hand  the  raxors 
and  in  the  other  a  chain  ,*  he  foU 
lowed,  but  my  only  answer  was 
'  No.'  At  last  he  drew  forth  this 
watch:  struck  by  its  beauty,  I 
asked,  '  how  much  ?'  He  lifted  up 
both  his  hands,  and  I  answered 
'  five/  and  directed  his  attention 
to  a  piece  of  money  1  had  in  my 
hand.  The  offer  and  acceptance 
of  the  money  I  offered  were  the 
work  of  an  instant.  The  celerity 
of  his  movements  and  the  violence 
of  his  action  induced  me  to  think 
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I  had  been  duped.  The  exami- 
oation  of  the  watch^  however,  con- 
vinced me  of  the  contrary,  and 
then  indeed  the  idea  that  it  was 
the  result  of  a  theft  rushed  upon 
my  mind.  However,  strong  in 
my  own  honesty  and  relying  upon 
my  own  credit,  I  kept  the  watch 
three  weeks."  The  prisoner  pro- 
ceeded to  urge  the  improbability 
(supposing  he  had  stolen  the 
watch)  of  his  offering  it  for  sale  at 
the  shop  of  the  maker,  his  name 
being  over  the  door.  He  also 
dwelt  strongly  on  the  impossibility 
of  a  person  like  the  prosecutrix 
identifying,  after  several  weeks, 
a  man  with  whom  she  had  been  in 
company  for  only  a  few  minutes. 
His  address  was  forcible  and  elo« 
quent,  and  made  an  evident 
impression  upon  the  persons  pre- 
sent ;  nevertheless  the  jury,  having 
retired  for  an  hour,  at  half-past 
two  in  the  morning,  pronounced 
the  prisoner  guilty,  accompanied 
with  an  appeal  for  mercy.  On 
being  apprized  of  the  verdict,  the 
prisoner  became  phrenzied,  and 
solemnly  protested  his  innocence 
before  God  and  man.  The  un- 
happy man  was  called  up  for 
judgment  at  the  next  sessions,  and 
sentenced  to  transportation  for 
seven  years.— > We  may  here  men> 
tion  that  he  made  several  attempts 
to  drown  himself  when  being  em- 
barked in  the  ship  which  was  to 
convey  him  to  his  destination. 
The  night  before  she  sailed,  how. 
ever,  an  order  arrived  from  the 
Home-office  for  his  detention  in 
England,  so  that  some  mitigation 
of  his  sentence  was  anticipated ; 
though,  at  the  time  we  write,  it 
has  not  been  announced. 

21.  Opium  Eating  in  Eng- 
land.—The  encreased  consump- 
tion of  opium  was  the  subject  of 
discu3sion  At  a  meetinjg  of  the 


Westminster  Medical  Society  thii 
day.  Dr.  J.  Johnson  stated,  from 
his  own  personal  knowledge,  that 
opium  eating  had  increased  in 
this  country  to  such  an  extent  ts 
to  have  become  nearly  equal  id 
its  proportion  with  tee-totalism. 
Indeed,  the  subject  had  odkd 
forth  the  particular  atteotioQ  of 
the  different  insurance-offices,  who 
were  about  to  bold  a  meeting,  in 
consequence  of  their  having  dis- 
covered that  they  had  sustained 
considerable  loss  from,  as  well  as 
that  a  new  risk  had  been  created 
by,  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
consumption  of  opium.  In  future 
policies,  of  course,  the  risk  could 
be  provided  for  by  the  charge  of  an 
additional  premium;  but  as  sudi 
a  course  of  chance  had  not  been 
anticipated  on  policies  already 
effected,  the  matter  had  assumed 
a  somewhat  serious  aspect.  Seve- 
ral gentleman  bore  testimony  to 
the  fatal  results  to  which  the 
practice  invariably  led. 

—  Conduct  of  the  Birming- 
ham Magistrates.—- An  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  of  Birmingham  on 
occasion  of  the  late  riots  in  that 
town,  having,  at  their  own  request, 
been  entered  into,  and  having 
terminated  in  their  complete  ex* 
oneration  from  the  charge  of  ues^ 
ligence  made  against  them,  tSe 
following  letter  was  addressed  to 
Mr.  Scholefield,  late  mayor,  by  the 
marquess  of  Normanby. 

Whiiehali,  Dee.  20M,  1839. 
"  Gentlemen,— I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  inform  you,  that  having 
considered  the  evidence  adduce? 
on  the  late  inquiry  at  Birming- 
ham, into  the  conduct  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, on  the  occasion  of  the 
outrages  which  took  place  on  the 
15  th  of  July  last,  I  do  not  perceive 
any  sufficient  ground  to  impute 
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either  to  the  mayor  or  the  other 
magistrates  any  wilful  neglect  of 
duty. 

'M  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
have  been  more  prudent  if  the 
magistrates^  instead  of  ordering 
the  police  not  to  act  in  their 
absence,  had  made  arrangements 
for  the  constant  attendance  of  one 
at  least  of  their  body  at  the  public 
office;  and,  although  the  magis- 
trates might  have  supposed  that 
by  the  directions  left  there^  they 
had  provided  for  immediate  at- 
tendance in  case  of  emergency,  I 
still  regret  that  the  other  course 
was  not  taken ;  but  I  see  no  reason 
whatever  to  charge  the  magistrates 
on  this  account,  with  any  wilful 
neglect  of  duty  or  want  of  zeal. 

'^  I  regret  that  I  have  not  been 
able  sooner  to  communicate  to  you 
my  opinion. 

^'  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

'•  NORMANBY. 

W,  SchoUfield,  esq,  {late  mayor)  and 
the  magistrates  of  Birmingham* 

At  the  same  time,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Phillips,  of  the  Home  Office, 
to  Mr.  Hebbert,  of  Birmingham, 
one  of  the  memorialists  who  alleged 
wilful  neglect  of  duty  against  the 
magistrates,  acquainted  that  gen- 
tleman with  lord  Normanby's  opi- 
nion, ^*  that  the  memorialists  have 
altogether  failed  in  establishing  the 
allegations  and  charges  contained 
in  their  memorial ;  and  that  such 
evidence  does  not  call  for,  and 
would  not  warrant  the  institution 
of  any  such  proceedings,  as  are 
prayea  for  in  the  memorial  against 
the  mayor  and  magistrates." 

—  Letter  from  Mr.  T.  Att- 
wood,  late  m.p.  for  birming- 
HAM  Mr.   Thomas   Attwood's 

resignation  of  his  seat  for  Birming- 
ham, was  formally  communicated 
to  the  "  Electors  and  Inhabitants 
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of  the  Borough,"  in  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Birmingham  Journal 
of  this  day.  The  following  extract 
from  this  characteristic  document, 
will  explain  Mr.  Attwood's  reasons 
for  retiring  from  parliament.  He 
had  laboured  in  the  cause  of  the 
people  to  no  purpose  :— 

'^  For  seven  years  I  have  toiled 
on  under  the  influence  of  the 
righteous  hope  that  I  might  pro- 
bably be  of  service  in  assisting  to 
restore  real  and  permanent  pros- 
perity to  the  industrious  classes, 
and  real  and  solid  liberty  to  the 
people.  All  my  hopes  have  been 
disappointed.  I  have  found  it 
utterly  impossible  to  do  any  good 
to  my  country  by  honest  means, 
either  within  the  walls  of  parlia- 
ment, or  without  the  walls  of  par- 
liament. This  latter  failure  has 
been  to  me  a  bitter  mortifica- 
cation.  When  I  found  that  all 
hope  was  vain  within  parliament, 
I  turned  to  the  people  out  of  doors. 
I  had  done  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  give  the  Reform  Bill  a 
fair  trial.  I  had  waited,  year  after 
year,  in  the  hope  of  its  producing 
fruit  meet  for  the  people.  It  was 
not  until  sul  hope  was  abandoned, 
that  I  cried  out  to  the  people,  '  Cut 
down  the  tree :  why  cumbereth  it 
the  ground  ?' " 

He  had  attempted  to  rally  the 
people  for  a  grand  movement  for 
further  reform— for  a  *'  great  work, 
seven  times  greater  than  that  of 
1832 ;"  but  the  effi>rt  had  totally 
failed— 

'^My  humble  warnings  were 
unheard  and  unseen.  The  public 
press,  whether  whig,  tory,  or  ra- 
dical,  throughout  the  whole  nation, 
concealed  them  from  the  public  eye. 
All  things  went  wrong.  Whilst  I 
was  building  up  in  the  day,  others 
were  pulling  down  in  the  night. 
Whilst  I  was  recommending  unions 
T 
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ntm  almost  impottthfe  to  fivm 
large  oomUoatioDB^  or  to  hold 
large  assemblages  of  the  people* 
They  have  recommended  Bieasiires 
noUnioiuhf  illegal  i  urging  the  peo- 
ple to  pnmde  arms  for  ike  mrpote 
of  either  attacking,  con/ro/2uur,  or 
intimidatiHg  the  government.  They 
have  thus  set  the  law  against  then. 
They  have  set  every  jui^  in  Eng* 
land  against  them.  They  have 
set  every  rich  man,  every  Humane 
man,  and  almost  every  rational 
man  against  them** 

^'  Discord,  suspidoo*  hatred,  and 
alarm,  have  been  scattered  ovary. 
where.  The  peaoeful«  legal,  and 
sublime  moral  wtcvement  ii  the 
nation  which  I  was  ooatemphiting» 
has  been  shattered  and  broken  up 
into  a  thouauid  fragments;  and  I 
have  not  the  means  of  restortng 
the  public  confidence,  the  uniijf, 
the  morality,  and  strict  legality, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
give  it  a  chance  of  success." 

The  rest  of  the  letter  was 
chiefly  occupied  with  a  disqui* 
sition,  or  rathor  dechuoation,  on 
the  mischief  ot  a  gold  cunenoy 
and  of  paper  redeemable  in  gold; 
on  the  miquitooa  league  between 
the  landliurds  and  the  ^*' money 
lords;"  the  neoessitv  of  ''bumi* 
bliog  the  barbarians  of  the  North ;" 
and  the  utter  disregard  of  all  bis 
warnings  and  advice  by  mlaisters 
and  parliament. 

It  may  however  be  worth  whil^ 
as  a  satisfaction  to  the  uphoUeia 
of  monarchy,  and  as  a  wsmingp 
(if  they  will  take  it,)  to  those  who 
anticipate  great  popular  edvan- 
tages  from  Aurtber  democratic 
changes,  to  give  one  more  extract. 

"  Strange  it  is  to  reiect  that 
whilst  despotic  Russia,  despotic 
Austria,  and  despotic  Prussia, 
have  eaeli  been  acting  ttpo«  a 
wise*    benevokntf   and    patriotic 


between  masters  and  workmen 
against  their  common  oppressors, 
others  were  recommending  unions 
of  workmen  agavist  their  masters. 
Whilst  I  was  pointing  out  the  just 
and  righteous  and  effectual  means 
of  giving  victory  to  the  people, 
others  were  recommending  arms 
and  ph%f  steal  force,** 

"  The  deluders  of  the  people 
succeeded  in  leading  the  people 
astray.  The  irresistible  moral  tetn^ 
pesty  which  I  had  foreseen,  was 
converted  into  hopeless  and  feeble 
exhibitions  oi  physical  force.  The 
people  had  no  hope  whatever,  ex'^ 
cept  in  moral  force  ;  and  there  their 
triumph  was  comparatively  cer- 
tain. This  they  were  taught  to 
despise  and  throw  away.  They 
did  not  possess  the  means  of  avail- 
ing themselves  of  physical  force  ; 
and  if  they  had  possessed  them,  it 
would  certainly  have  done  them 
more  harm  than  gqodi  and  yet 
upon  this  broken  reed  they  were 
taught  to  rely.  Their  poverty  was 
the  grand  oppression  which  ren- 
dered reform  necessary.  They  had 
not  the  money  to  buy  bread  for 
themselves  and  their  families ;  and 
yet  they  were  gravely  recommended 
to  buy  arms  for  their  oountry. 
Their  disease  was  poverty,  and  the 
remedy  which  rich  men  only  can 
make  use  of,  was  recommended 
to  them.  They  were  omnipotent 
under  the  law.  They  were  weaker 
than  infants  against  the  law*  They 
were  seduced  to  set  the  law  at 
defiance.  And  now  what  is  the 
result  ?  The  people  are  delivered 
up  into  the  hands  of  their  op- 
pressors. I " 

''  Yes,  my  friends,  this  is  the 
melancholy  state  of  our  country. 
The  deluders  of  the  people,  by 
guilt  or  by  folly,  have  delivered 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  op« 
pressors,    Tltey  have  rendered  it 
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policy,  and  hare  thereby  made 
their  people  prosperous,  happy, 
and  eoDtented,  coDstitutional  Eng- 
land, and  constitutional  America 
have  each  been  acting  upon  a  po- 
licy directly  opposite,  producing 
directly  opposite  effects.  In  these 
latter  countries,  no  Hardenbergs, 
no  Nesselrodes,  no  Meiternichs, 
are  now  produced.  In  both  of 
them  industry  is  hunted  down 
under  the  name  of  speculation. 
The  democracy  in  America  are  at 
this  moment  cutting  their  own 
throats  as  madly,  and  working  the 
rery  same  wild  havoc  among  the 
industrious  classes  there,  as  the 
Jewish  aristocracy  are  working 
here." 

It  is  perhaps  necessary  to  men-i 
tion,  that  the  italics  are  Mr.  Att- 
wood's. 

22.  Church  of  Scotland.-— 
The  Court  of  Session  having 
granted  an  interdict  on  the  appli. 
cation  of  the  rev.  J.  Cruickshank, 
and  the  six  other  ministers,  mem- 
bers of  the  Strathbogie  Presbytery, 
suspended  by  the  commission  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  the  ministers  who 
were  appointed  in  conformity  with 
the  assembly's  order,  were  thereby 
formally  prohibited  from  entering 
the  churches,  churchyards,  or 
schooLhouses,  or  in  any  manner 
interfering  with  the  legal  rights 
of  the  suspended  ministers.  In 
defiance,  however,  of  this  ii^unc«i 
tion,  an  attempt  was  made  on  Sun- 
day, the  22nd,  to  execute  the 
sentence  of  suspension  pronounced 
by  the  commission  of  the  gene<< 
ral  assembly  against  two  members 
of  the  Strathbogie  presbytery,  the 
ministers  of  Mortlach  and  Keith. 
A  correspondent  of  a  Scotch  news* 
paper,  writing  from  Mortlach  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  thus  describes 
the  proceedings  there :  — 


''An   extraordinary  scene  and 
state  of  excitement  has  j  ust  occurred 
here.       The   rev.  D*  Grant,    of 
Forres,  accompanied  by  the  Fiscal 
and  others,  made  his  appearance  at 
Mortlach  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour    before  the  hour  of  public 
worship  (twelve  o'clock. )  He  then 
fH'oceeded  to  the  parish  church, 
where  the  people  were  all  collected 
on  the  road,  the  church  doors  and 
gates  being  barred  and  guarded. 
On  arriving,  Mr.  Grant  was  met 
by  Mr.  Gatherer,  solicitor,  Elgin, 
who  supplied  him  with  the  court 
of  session's  interdict.     Finding  it 
in  vain  to  attempt  admission  to  the 
church,  he  invited  the  people  to 
the    village,  where  be  preached 
in  the  open  air,  and   declared  the 
sentence  of  sospenaion  against  Mr. 
Cruiksliank  the  parish  ministm*. 
His  own  remariLS,  after  so  doing, 
tended  to  show  that  it  was  a  ser- 
vice he  would  very  gladly  have 
passed  into  other  hands;    but  he 
said  he  was  obliged  to  perform 
it  qnder  fear  of  a  much  more  se- 
vere sentence  being  passed  s^inst 
him  than  what  he  had  delivered—* 
^  a  sentence,'  he  said,  of  complete 
and  final  deposition  from  the  work 
of  the  holy  ministry.'  The  feelin^fa 
of  the  pe<^Ie  were  altogether  in 
behalf  of  their  minister,  and  they 
were  aqxious  to  escort  him  in  tri- 
umph  to  his  pulpit»  had  he  been 
willing,  but  he  judged  it  expedient 
to  dedine  {Nreachiug  to«4ay.    Mr* 
Grant  intimated  to  the  people  that 
they    would    be    supplied    with 
preaching  next  Sabbath   by  ap- 
pointment of  the  general  assembly; 
and  Mr,  Gatherer*  the  law-agent, 
at  the  same  time  stated  that  any 
party  sent  would  be  treated  in  the 
same  way  a3  Mr.  Grant.      The 
people  collected  in  groups  in  every 
quarter  of  the  village»  discussing 
Uie  merits  ci  the  question.*' 
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down  and  sleep.  Their  straw  beds 
were  saturated  with  water  and  the 
mud  of  the  clay  floors ;  in  short, 
there  were  few  farmers'  pigs  that 
were  not  much  more  comfortably 
lodged  than  were  these  wretched 
people.  The  total  want  of  fuel 
greatly  aggravated  and  prolonged 
this  misery.  In  many  parts  their 
only  flre,  consisted  of  coals  brought 
from  the  sea-coast,  and  sold  at 
such  a  price  that  a  man's  hire 
scarcely  sufficed  to  pay  for  the 
cooking  of  his  potatoes.  Of  turf 
there  was  an  absolute  and  total 
failure.  It  was  asserted  that  in 
Cashel,  where  previously  to  this 
year  no  other  description  of  firing 
had  been  used,  a  penny  was  paid 
for  a  single  sod.  The  unwhole- 
some quality  of  the  food,  combined 
with  these  other  circumstances, 
produced  its  natural  eflbcts.  Fever 
became  lamentably  prevalent,  and 
sickness  and  disease  were  added  to 
the  calamities  of  the  already  pe- 
rishing peasantry. 

24.    AUCHTERARDER  CaSE. —  A 

summons  was  about  this  time 
served  at  the  instance  of  the  earl 
of  Kinnoull  and  the  reverend  Mr. 
Young,  on  the  reverend  Mr.  Fer- 
guson and  others,  members  of  the 
presbytery  of  Auchterarder,  "  for 
5,000Z.  in  name  of  damages,  and 
in  reparation  of  the  wrong  done 
to,  and  injury  and  damage  sus. 
tained  by,  the  earl  of  Kinnoull,  in 
respect  of  the  illegal  refusal  of  the 
defenders  to  take  trial  of  the  qua- 
lifications of  the  reverend  Robert 
Young,  as  presentee  to  the  church 
and  parish  of  Auchterarder;"  for 
*' 8,000/.  in  name  of  damages  to 
Mr.  Young,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  been  illegally,  and  through 
the  wrongful  refusal  of  the  de- 
fenders to  discharge  their  duty  by 
taking  trial  of  his  qualifications, 
in  terms  of  the  judgments  of  the 


court  of  session  and  the  House  of 
Lords,  kept  out  of  possession  of 
the  stipend,  manse,  and  glebe  of 
the  parish  of  Auchterarder;"  for 
"  2,000/.  in  reparation  of  the  in- 
jury done  to  his  character  and 
usefulness,  and  to  his  status  in  the 
church  of  Scotland,  as  a  solatium  for 
the  injury  done  to  his  feelings  by 
and  through  the  illegal  refusal  of 
the  defenders  to  implement  the 
judgmentslibelled;  and  for''  1,000/. 
more  or  less,  at  the  expenses  of 
process  to  follow  hereon." 

— -  Land  Slip  in  Dorsetshire. 
—-On  Christmas  Eve,  about  six, 
the  residents  in  the  houses  and 
cottages  along  the  coast  between 
Lyme  and  Seaton  were  alarmed 
by  a  convulsion  of  the  earth,  at- 
tended with  fearful  sounds.  This 
astounding  occurrence  was  suc- 
ceeded by  reiterations  of  the  phoe* 
nomena,  and  those  who  went  out 
to  ascertain  its  cause,  on  arriving 
at  a  part  of  the  coast  near  Dow- 
lands,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
sea,  found  that  a  large  portion  of 
land»  on  which  there  were  several 
cottages,  orchards,  and  a  coppice, 
had  been  separated  from  their 
sites,  leaving  huge  chasms  in  a 
lateral  direction  along  the  coast 
between  Sidmouth  and  Seaton  to 
the  extent  of  upwards  of  four 
miles.  The  convulsions  of  the 
earth  continued  at  various  inter- 
vals from  the  night  of  Tuesday 
the  24th  to  Friday  evening  the 
27th  3  having  within  that  interval 
occasioned  the  prostration  and 
subsidence  of  buildings  of  various 
descriptions,  the  displacement  of 
large  tracts  of  soil,  and  a  loss  of 
property  to  a  considerable  extent, 
among  the  sufferers  by  which  was 
Mrs.  Inman,  a  resident  of  Bishop's 
Hull,  near  Taunton,  whose  loss 
was  estimated  at  upwards  of  2,000/. 
Some  other  individuals  also  8uf« 
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fered  heavily  by  the  event.  A  huge 
rock  fifty  feet  high  appeared  in 
the  sea  off  Culverhole,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  spot 
where  the  principal  scene  of  mis- 
chief presented  itself.  No  lives 
were  lost  by  this  event ;  although 
several  of  tlie  occupants  of  cot- 
tages, who  had  left  home  to  spend 
their  Cliristmas  Eve,  found  to 
their  great  astonishment^  on  their 
return^  no  other  vestiges  of  their 
dwellings  but  those  presented  by 
the  roofs  and  chimnies  discernible 
above  the  chasms  in  which  their 
habitations  were  engulfed.  The 
new  road  from  Charmouth  to 
Lyme  was  utterly  destroyed, 

—  Frkedom  of  Conscience. 
— A  curious  case  came  before  the 
Thames  )K)lice  magistrates.  Do* 
uald  M^Nab^  a  seaman,  claimed 
15/.  5^.  6(Li  the  balance  of  wages 
due  to  him  on  a  voyage  to  Madras 
and  back  to  England.  Among  other 


deductions  insisted  on  by  the  agent 
of  the  owners,  was  2/.  5#.,  or  a 
month's  pay,  because  M'Nab,  & 
Scotch  piesbyterian,  refused  to  at* 
tend  divine  service  on  board  ac- 
cording to  the  rubric  of  the  church 
of  England,  agreeably  to  a  regula- 
tion made  by  the  owners.  The 
deduction  was  disallowed ;  and  the 
case  governed  another,  that  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  seaman  on  board 
the  same  ship. 

SI.  Trials  FOR  High  Trbasoit. 
—The  trial  of  Frost  the  leader  in 
the  late  insurrection  in  South 
Wales,  began  at  Monmouth  on 
this  day,  but  as  the  proceedings 
in  his  case,  and  in  thoae  of  his  fel- 
low prisoners,  extended  over  a 
considerable  time  in  the  month  of 
January  followiog,  it  is  thought 
best  not  to  divide  the  aooount,  but 
to  refer  the  reader  to  the  volume 
for  the  year  1840,  where  the  wbde 
will  be  given. 
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Earl  of  Minto  Hrst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 

Rt.  hn.  Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse  . .  President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

T».  1.*  v       tr         T   u      1.  f  President  of  the  Bomrd  of  Trode 

Right  hon.  Henry  Labouchere  ....  \     ^^  j^^g^  ^y  ^j^  jl//.^. 

Lord  Holland  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  ofLamaaUf. 

Rt.  hon.  T.  Babington  Macaulay  . .  Secretary  at  War. 

Lord  Morpeth  • Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

*,*  The  above  form  the  Cabihet. 

Earl  of  Lichfield Postmaster-General. 

Rt.  hn.  Sir  Richard  H.  Vivian,  bt.  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Marquess  of  Conyngham    Lord  Chamberlain. 

•  Lord  Steward. 

Earl  of  Albemarle  Master  of  the  Horse* 

Marquess  of  Winchester Groom  of  the  Stole. 

Right  hon.  Sir  Henry  P]u*nell,  bt.  Paymaster  General. 

Si r  John  Campbell,  knt. Attorney^General. 

Sir  Robert  M.  Rolfe,  knt.  .  • Solicitor-General. 

IRELAND. 

Viscount  Ebrington •  Lord-Lieutenant. 

Lord  Plunket    Lord  Chancellor. 

Lt.  gen.  Sir  Edw.  Blakeney Commander  of  the  Forceti 

Right  hon.  Maziere  Brady,  Esq Attorney-General. 

David  Richard  Pigot,  Esq SoUdtor^GencraL 
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Med/ordshire  •«•••••.  Levi  A  roes,  of  East  Hyde,  Esq. 

Berkshire   M.  G.  Thoyts,  of  Sulhampstead,  Esq. 

Bucks Benj.  Way,  of  Denbam,  Esq. 

Cheshire Thomas  Hibbert,  of  Birtles,  Esq. 

Cornwall Sir  R.  R.  Vyvian,  of  Trelowarren,  Bart. 

Cumberland    Thomas  Hartley,  of  Glllfoot,  Esq. 

Derbyshire B.  B.  P.  Burnell,  of  Beauchief  Abbey,  Esq. 

Devonshire Codrington  Parr,  of  Stonelands,  Esq. 

Dorsetshire • .  •  Joseph  Weld,  of  East  Lul worth,  Esq. 

Durham  Sir  W.  Chaytor,  of  Witton  Castle,  Bart 

£ssex • John  F.  Mills,  of  Lexden-park,  Esq. 

Gloucestershire Maynard  Colchester,  of  Westbury-on-SeTern,  Esq. 

Hampsldre John  Mills,  of  Bistern  Ringwood,  Esq. 

Herefordshire     ••.•••  James  Phillips,  of  Bryngwyn,  Esq. 

Hertfordslwre  .•••••..  C.  B.  D.  Garrard,  of  Weathamstead,  Esq. 

Kent    • •  •  David  Salomans,  of  Broom-hill,  Tnnbridge,  Esq. 

Lancashire Chas.  Scarisbrick,  of  Scarisbrick,  Esq* 

Leicestershire Edw.  Dawson,  of  Whatton-house,  Esq. 

Lincolnshire   Geo.  F.  Heneage,  of  Hainton-hall,  Esq. 

Monmouthshire  ••.•••  Colethurst  Bateman,  Pertholey,  Esq. 

Norfolk •  Sir  T.  Hare,  of  Stow  Bardolph,  Bart. 

Nortfiamptonshire  ....  William  Drayson,  of  Floore-fields-hoose,  Esq. 

Northumberland   •  •  •  •  J.  Davidson,  of  Ridley-hall,  Esq. 

Nottinghamshire    • .  • .  John  E.  Dennison,  of  Ossington,  Esq. 

Oxfordshire    J.  H.  S.  Harrison,  of  Shellswell,  Esq. 

Rutlandshire John  Monkton,  of  Seaton,  Esq. 

Salop    ....«,••• Peter  Broughton,  of  Tunstall,  Esq. 

Somersetshire Sir  W.  C.  Medlicott,  of  Milbome  Port,  Bart* 

Staffordshire Wm.  Moore^  of  Wychdon-lodge,  Esq. 

Southampton  ........  John  Mills,  of  Bistern  Ringwood,  Esq. 

Suffolk    A.J.  Brooke,  of  Homingsheath,  Esq. 

Surrey    • Samuel  Paynter,  of  Richmond,  Esq. 

Sussex •••  Thomas  Frewen, of  Brickwall-house, Northiaiii|  fii^« 

Warwickshire Sir  F.  Lawley,  of  Middleton-hall,  Bart* 

fPVtshire C.  L.  Phipps,  of  Wans-house,  Esq. 

Worcestershire   Wm.  C.  Russell,  of  Kingsheath,  Esq. 

torksMre    C.  R.  Tempest,  of  Broughton,  Esq, 
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■Ayfcwy    Jm.  Oreenfielii,  oE  RhyiWgner,  Esq. 

CamaronuUrt John  Williams,  of  Hcndregadno,  Esq. 

DaihigMtkire    Sir  John  Willisina,  of  Bodlenyddan,  Eiq. 

Flmlihire  J.O.C.Rend,  ofHnwarden,  Esq. 

Merianelfulmn! lIon.E.  M.  L.  Mostjii,  of  Plsahcn. 

JHontgaineiyihii-e     Dftvid  Hamer,  of  Glanrafon,  Esq. 

JBracoiuUre       John  Lloyd,  of  Dinae,  Eeq. 

Car£ganshirt Hon.  G.  Vaughan,  of  Cumnirfdion. 

CarmarOeiukire J.  E,  Saunders,  of  Gtanrliydir,  Eaq. 

Glamorgaiuhire C.  H.  S  mi  lb,  of  Gwernllwjnwitli,  Eiq. 

J'ctiUii-okrslarc  G,  W,  W.  Davis,  of  Muilock,  Esq. 

Satltwrihin Henry  Lingen,  of  Penlanoley,  Esq. 


Antrim  ,,., J.  Agnew,  «sq. 

Armagh      T.Wilson,  «eq. 

Carlow   W.  F.  Tight,  esq. 

Caoim SirG.  F.  Hudson. 

Clar* F.  M'Naniais,  esq. 

Cork JoLn  Isaac  Heard,  esq. 

Dmegut     D.  Cbambcrs,  esq. 

Dvren,, John  S.  Crawford,  esq. 

Dublin   TboniHg  White,  esq. 

fcrmmagh    J.  Brien,  esq.  j 

Oalwag P.  Blake,  esq. 

Kerry T.  A.  Slougbtou,  esq. 

KiMart W.  II.  Oargli,  esq. 

KUimag    .,•. ..,•,.  T.  St.  Geoige,  esq. 

King't  CitmfjT  •••••••••■• Viscount  Ox  man  lun'ii. 

Leitrim CM.  St.  George,  esi]. 

LimericA   ....•...,,....••......  Sir  Richard  Buike. 

Longford R.  fox,  esq. 

LotttA     < T.  Porte  Bene,  esq. 

JUiya  ••••••••••  ...••••..■■■ V. O'Connor  Blnke, esq. ' 

Mbaih    R.  Roth  well,  esq. 

MoHogAun.,. ••.••.•., T.Crawford,  Esq, 

Qiieen't  County     Colonel  A.Weldon. 

Satcent/non    •>.. R.  O'Connor,  esq.' 

Sliga D.H,  FeriiUI,esq. 

Tipperary  Peter,  Count  D'Alton. 

Tyrone   T.  Houatoun,  esq, 

Wattrfard N,  Poirer,  eiq, 

WeilmeatA    R.  W,  ReynelI.esq. 

Wtjcford    G.  P,  Houghton,  esq. 

Wkihw, ,,,„,,.. .,tti. •*„,.,•  Banmda  BqcIkcIc 
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1839. 


JANUARY. 

Lately,  At  the  Cap«,  the  lady  of  Mr. 
Justice  Menzies,  a  daughter. 

1.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Edward  Wood- 
house,  of  Esher,  Surrey,  a  daughter. 

6.  The  countess  of  Arran,  a  son. 

7.  At  Bath,  the  lady  of  Mynors  Baske- 
ville,  esq.,  of  Clyro  Court,  Radnorshire, 
a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Hawford,  the  lady  of  captain 
Charles  Pearson,  a  daughter. 

—  The  lady  of  sir  James  Ednrard 
Alexander,  K.L.S.,  a  daughter. 


BIRTHS. 

—  At  Blackheath  Park,  a  few  days 
'  after  the  deatli  of  her  husband,    the 

widow  of  the  late  Adam  Gordon,  esq.,  a 
son. 

—  At  Coilsfield,  Ayrshire,  N.B.,  iht 
lady  of  J.  S.  Hay,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

At  Wellshourne,  the  lady  of  D.  J. 
Cunyoghame,  esq*,  a  son  and  heir. 

25.  At  Shawellf  the  lady  of  the  lev. 
W.  M.  Blencowe,  a  daugliter. 

28.  At  Hartwell,  Bocks,  the  lady  of 
the  rev.  Howell  J.  Phillips*  M.A.  a  soo. 

—  At  Malta,  her  excellency  the 
duchess  Sforsa  Cesarinl,  Prinoeii  of 
Savelli,  a  daughter. 

29.  At  Nyon,  the  lady  of  H.B.  Ward, 
esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Cardington,  Mrs.  Samnel  Whlt- 
bread, a  son. 
31  In  Connaught-square,  the  lady  of 


iTrn^Mon^rpircr  Ihe  Udy  of    ««"y  «"«"  ""-'•  ^-  » ^^S"*" 
S.  R.  Bosanquet,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Horsmonden,  Kent,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  William  M.  Smith  Marriott, 
esq.,  a  daughter. 

13.  At  Cross  wood,  Cardiganshire,  the 
countess  of  Lisburne,  a  son. 

—  At  Ashley  Park,  lady  Fletcher,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Syston  Park,  the  lady  of  H.  R. 
Yorke,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  the  vice-chancellor's  lodgings, 
Brasennose  College,  Oxford,  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert, a  daughter. 

15.  At  Nice,  the  countess  of  Powers- 
court,  a  son, 

16.  At  Bodryddan,  North  Wales,  the 
lady  of  the  hon.  R.  T.  Rowley,  a  dau. 

—  At  Bishop's  Lodge,  Jamaica,  the 
lady  of  the  lord  bishop,  a  son. 

17.  At  Egerton  Lodge,  Melton  Mow- 
bray, the  countess  of  Wilton,  a  son. 

—  At  Sonning,  the  lady  of  Iieut.-col. 
Bowyer,  C.B.,  a  son. 

—  At  Lisheen,  lady  Judkin  Fitz- 
gerald, a  daughter. 

—  At  Ashysteel,  Selkirkshire,  the 
lady  of  major-general  sir  James  Russell, 
a  daughter. 

19.  At  Beckett,  the  viscountess  Bar- 
rington,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Bruton-street,  the  right  hon. 
lady  Cottenham,  a  daughter. 

20.  At  Everingham  Park,  the  lady  of 


William  Constable  Maxwell,  esq.,  a  dau.    Strahan,  esq.,  a  son 


FEBRUARY. 

1 .  At  Wanlip  rectory,  Leicestershire, 
the  lady  of  the  rev.  Charles  Arcbdale 
Palmer,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Torre  Abbey,  the  lady  of 
Henry  George  Cary,  esq.,  a  son. 

2.  At  Furby  Hall,  Yorkshire,  the 
lady  of  John  L.  Hammond,  esq.,  of  a 
daughter. 

—  The  wife  of  G.  E.  Welby,  esq., 
M.  P.,  a  daughter. 

4.  At  Edensor,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Hod^ 
son,  wife  of  the  archdeacon  of  Derby,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Coleford,  near  Frome,  the 
wife  of  the  rev.  John  Henry  Clay^ 
ton,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  The  wife  of  Benjamin  Jaoqvee,  of 
Northgate-street,  Gloucester,  tfaiee  flae 
boys. 

—  In  Berkeley-square^  the  lady  of 
Abel  Smith,  esq.,  M.  P.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Pau,  Lower  Pyrenees,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  A.  Aariol  Barker,  a 
daughter. 

5.  At  Roehampton,  the  wKe  of  the 
hon.  J.  T.  L.  Melville,  a  son. 

—  At  Aspeden,  the  wife  of  the  hon. 
and  rev.  Grantham  Yorke,  a  daoghter. 

—  In  Hill-street,  the    wife  of  W. 


22.  At  Pooree,  Juggemaught,  the 
lady  of  James  Kerr  Ewart,  esq.,  a 
daughter. 

24.  The  lady  of  sir  G.  Yoong,  bart., 
of  Formo88|  a  soo. 


7.  At  Bath,  the  lady  of  mijor-geBenI 
Swiney,  a  daughter. 

11.  In  Grosvenor-pltce,  Uidy  LDfbfd, 
a  son. 

-  At  Foolden  Hall,  MoiMk^  Ite 
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wife  of  W.G.  T.  Daniel  Tyssen,  esq.,     the 
a  daughter. 

—  At  Edinburgh,  the  wife  of  W.  B. 
Callander,  esq.,  of  Preston  Hall,  a  son 
and  heir* 

—  At  Roehampton,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  I.  T.  Leslie  Melville,  a  son. 

15.  In  Hariey-street,  the  lady  of  De- 
nis le  Marchant,  a  son. 

19.  At  Ghazipore,  East  Indies,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Raikes,  esq.,  a  son. 

21.  At  the  Rectory,  Rimpton,  Somer- 
setshire, the  hon.  Mrs.  Maurice,  a  son* 

-*•  At  Mexico,  the  lady  of  Charles  T. 
O'Gorman,  esq.,  late  British  consul- 
general,  a  daughter* 

22.  At  Acton,  Suffolk,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  Lawrence,  Ottley,  a  daughter. 

23.  At  Grove  Park,  near  Warwick, 
the  right  hon.  lady  Dormer,  of  a  son. 


wife  of  capt.  Maihew,   M.  P.   « 
son. 

8.  At  Tonbridge  Wells,  the  lady 
Harriett  Searle,  a  daughter. 

9.  At  Weston  BIrt,  Gloucestershire, 
the  lady  of  R.  B.  Hale,  esq.,  M.  P*  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Godmersham  Park,  Kent,  lady 
George  Hill,  a  son* 

10.  Lady  Mary  Viner  a  son* 

—  At  Plumstead  Common,  the  lady 
of  John  Wynne,  esq.,  royal  horse  artil- 
lery, a  son. 

—  At  Trebursyc  House,  Cornwall, 
the  lady  of  Francis  Rodd,  esq.,  a  son 
and  heir. 

12.  At  Gipping  Hall,  Sufiulk,  the 
lady  Mary  E.  Hawortb,  a  son* 

—  At  Hiil*6treet,  Berkeley^square, 
the  lady  of  lieutenant^colonel  Nugent, 


24.  In  Queen  Ann-street,  the  wife  of    grenadier  guards,  a  son* 


H.  E  .Talbot,  esq.,  of  Lacock  Abbey, 
a  daughter. 

25.  At  Dawlish,  lady  Li^le,  a  son. 

27*  At  Trevella,  Cornwall,  the  wife 
of  C.  Johns,  esq.,  a  son  and  Leir. 

—  At  York-terrace,  Regent's- park, 
the  countess  of  Huntingdon,  a  son, 
still-born. 

28.  At  Mount  Tavy,  near  Tavistock, 
the  wife  of  John  Carpenter,  esq*,  a 
son  and  heir. 

—  At  Oxford,  the  wife  of  the  rev. 
W.  Jacobfion,  vice-principal  of  Magda- 
len Hall,  a  daughter. 


MARCH. 

1.  At  the  Rectory,  Chesham  Bois, 
the  lady  Catherine  Barrington,  a 
daughter* 

2.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  sir  George 
Robinson,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Bert  House,  Ireland,  the  seat 
of  lord  Downes,  the  countess  of  Clonmel, 
a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Finedon-hall,  Northampton- 
shire, the  wife  of  W.  Mackworth  Dol- 
ben,  esq.  a  son* 


13.  At  E^ton -square,  the  lady  of 
Thomas  Milner  Gibson,  esq.,  M*  P.,  a 
daughter. 

17.  The  wife  of  Alexander  Adatr, 
esq.,  of  Heatherton  Park,  Somerset,  a 
son. 

18.  At  Oxenden^  Northattiptonshire, 
the  lady  of  the  rev*  Henry  Ralph 
Rokeby,  a  son. 

19.  In  Chester-square,  the  lady  Ka- 
tharine Beauclerk,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Queen  Anne-street,  Cavendish- 
square,  the  lady  of  George  Burrows, 
M.  D*,  a  son* 

—  At  Knypersley-hall,  the  wife  of 
J*  Bateman,  esq*,  a  son  and  heir* 

—  At  Dartington  House,  Devon,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Champemowne,  esq.,  a 
son* 

21.  In  Berkeley- square,  Mrs*  Henry 
Baring)  a  son* 

—  At  Reading,  the  wife  of  John 
Richards,  jun.  esq.,  F.  S.  A.,  a  dau. 

22.  At  Westhorpe  House,  the  wife  of 
Rice  Richard  Clayton,  esq.,  a  daughter* 

—  At  Holme  Lacy,  Herefordshire, 
the  lady  of  Sir  Edwyn  Scudamoce  Stan- 
hope, bart,  a  son* 

23.  At  Bath,  the  lady  of  Capt  Eliis, 


3.  At  Windsor,  the  lady  of  lieutenant     of  the  13th  light  dragoons,  a  dau* 


Munro,  of  the  royal  horse  guards,  a 
daughter. 

—  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Robert  Bur- 
dett  Burgess,  M.A.  a  daughter. 

5.  In  Brunswick-square,  the  wife  of 
the  rev.  Henry  Rose,  rector  of  Hough- 
ton Conquest,  a  daughter. 


—  At  Guilsborougb,  the4ftdy  of  the 
rev.  J*  D.  WateoD,  a  daughter* 

24.  At  Babraham,  Camb*,  the  wife 
of  H*  J*  Adeane,  esq*  a  daughter 

25.  At  Ince  Hall,  Cheshire^  the  wife 
of  the  rev.  W«  Waldegrave  Park)  a  son* 

—  At  fiirtles  Hall,  Cheshire,   the 


—  In  Park-place,  St*  James's,  lady    lady  of  Thomas  Hibbert*  esq.,  a  son* 
Arthur  Lennox,  a  daughter.  26.  At  Barton  uBder-Neediiood,Staf- 

•*-  At  Le  Luc,  in  the  60Uthof  France,    ford)  of  a  daughter,  the  widow  of  the 
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Ute  John  WilsoDi  esq.,  whose  death  took    of 
place  the  day  previous. 

37.  At  Hitchin  Priory,  the  lady  of 
F.  P.  Deltne  Radcliffe,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  LeamiDgton,  the  lady  of  M^jor 
Johnstone,  42d  royal  highlanders,  a 
son. 

38.  In  Nottingham  Place,  the  Vis- 
countess Hood,  a  son,  who  survived  only 
a  few  hours. 

29.  In  Grosvenor-squarc,  Lady  Char- 
lotte Guest,  a  son. 

—  At  Woodhall,  Norfolk,  the  wife  of 
the  rev.  St.  Vincent  Beechey,  a  8on. 

30.  At  West  Hall,  Aberdeenshire, 
Mrs.  E.  Dalrymple,  a  son. 

Lately*  In  Stirlingshire,  lady  Louisa 
Forbes,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Bryanstone-square,lady  Black- 
ett,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Donnington  Rectory,  the  lady 
of  the  Dean  of  Lichfield,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Ellerton  Hall,  Worcester,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Masefield,  esq.,  a  son 
and  heir. 

—  At  Hovingharo,  Yorkshire,  lady 
Worsley,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Oxenford  Gastle,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Coventry,  a  daughter,  who  only  sur- 
vived a  few  hours. 


APRIL. 

1.  AtConvamorc,  county  of  Cork,  the 
countess  of  Listowel,  a  son. 

—  In  Charles-street.  Berkeley-sq., 
the  countess  of  Brecknock,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Reading,  Berks,  the  lady  of 
captain  James  A.  Murray,  R.N.,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Powick,  near  Worcester,  the 
lady  of  captain  W.  S.  Moorsom,  a 
son. 

3.  At  Lower  Grosvenor-street,  the 
lady  of  captain  Sotheby,  R.N.,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Gwrych  Castle,  Denbighshire, 
the  lady  Emily  Bamford  Hesketh,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Dingestow  Court,  Monmouth- 
shire, Mrs.  Harcourt,  lady  of  G.  S.  Har- 
court,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Bucks,  a  daughter, 
stillborn. 

—  At  Loughall,  near  Armagh,  lady 
Mary  Hewitt,  a  son,  still-born. 

6.  At  Fittleworth,  Sussex,  the  wife  of 
the  rev.  George  William  Murray,  twin 
daughters. 


At  Offlcy  Vicarage,  Hcrtsj  the  lady    M.  P.,  a  daughter. 


the    rev.  Thelwall    Salusburj,     a 
daughter. 

7.  The  wife  of  Tycho  Wing,  esq.,  of 
Thorney  Abbev,  a  son. 
'   —  In  Park-ianei  the  counteis  of  Lin- 
coln, a  daughter. 

8.  At  ChAtham,  the  lady  of  captain 
Sandham,  royal  eogioeen,  a  son. 

—  In  Park-street,  Groeveoor-square, 
the  countess  Henri  de  Cigala,  a  son. 

—  At  Wenvoe  Rectory,  Glamorgan* 
shire,  the  lady  of  the  rev.  Charles  Jen- 
ner,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Gilston  Park,  the  lady  of  H.  G. 
Ward,  esq.,  M.P.,  a  daughter. 

-—  In  Bryanstone-sqnare,  the  wife  of 
W.  Long,  esq.,  of  Hun'e-hall,  Saxmand- 
ham,  a  son. 

9.  At  the  British  Moseum,  the  lady 
of  sir  Frederick  MaddeDj  K.H.,  a 
son. 

—  At  EghamPark,  the  lady  of  Kent- 
colonel  Sal  way,  M.P.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Roebuck,  Dublin,  the  lady  of 
lieut-oolonel  Henry  Hall,  a  daughter. 

10.  At  Ileden,  Barham  Downs,  the 
lady  of  sir  Richard  Plaskett,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Milton  Abbott,  Devon,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  St.  Vincent  Hammick, 
a  son. 

—  At  Tonbridge  Wells,  the  lady  of 
Arthur  W.  Ward,  esq.,  a  sod. 

11.  The  countess  of  Glengall,  a 
son,  still-bom. 

12.  At  Mickleham-hall,  lady  Albert 
Conyngham,  a  daughter* 

13.  At  the  Vicaraffe,  Barking,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  Robert  Liddell,  a  son. 

14.  At  Piccadilly,  the  lady  Louisa 
Hughan,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Bryanston-squarcs  lady  Eliaa- 
beth  Drummond,  a  son. 

16.  In  Grosvenor-street,  the  lady  of 
the  hon.  Charles  Hanbury  Tracy,  a 
daughter. 

17.  AtFuIham,  the  lady  of  thefetr. 
Evan  Nepean,  a  daughter* 

18.  At  Richmond-park,  the  lion.  Mrs. 
Barker  Wall,  a  daughter. 

19.  In  Belgrave-square,  the  duchess 
of  Montrose,  a  daughter. 

20.  In  Wilton-crescent,  the  lady  6f 
George  Drummond,  esq.,  a  daUKhter. 

—  At  Amersham,  the  lady  of  colonel 
W.  T.  Drake,  a  daughter. 

21.  In  Upper  Harley-atreet,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Kenyon.  a  daughter. 

22.  The  lady  of  Edward  Divettf  esqi 
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—  At  Hatfield,  the  wife  of  the  rev.  —  At  Langton  Rectory,  the  wife  of 
B.  Pelle,  a  son.  the  rev.  Robert  Farquhareon,  of  a  son. 

24.  In  Park-street,  Westminster,  the  15.  At  Stamford,  Upper  Canada,  the 

wife  of  the  rev.  H.  Wagner,  vicar  of  lady  of  John  Stewart,  esq.,  a  son. 

Brighton,  a  son.  —  In  Curzon-street,  the  lady  Ernest 

—  In  Chester-square,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Bruce,  a  son. 


^  Hamilton,  a  daughter. 

25.  The  lady  of  F.  J.  Van  Zeller, 
esq.,  Portuguese  consul-general,  a 
daughter. 

—  The  countess  of  Uxbridge,  a 
son. 

1^6.  At  Horton,  Bucks,  the  lady 
of  George  Thomas  Bulkeley,  esq.,  a 
son. 

—  At  Yarmouth,  Norfolk,  the  lady 
of  John  Bracy,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

27.  At  Paris,  the  lady  of  William 
Jones,  esq.,  of  Clytha  House,  Mon- 
mouthshire, a  daughter. 

—  At  Culverlands,  near  Franham, 
the  lady  of  captain  lord  George  Paulett, 
R.  N.,  a  son. 

—  At  Erwater  Parsonage,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  Ralph  Berners,  a  son. 


MAY. 

5.  In  Bath,  the  lady  of  the  rev.  R.  V. 
Law,  a  son. 

—  In  St.  James's-place,  the  lady  of 
J.  H.  Vivian,  esq.,  M.  P.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Culverthorpe,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Handley,  a  daughter. 

7.  In  Upper  Wimpole-streeti  the  lady 
of  Philip  Joseph  Salomons,  esq.,  a 
daughter. 

8.  In  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  the 
lady  of  the  hon.  Thomas  Barnewal),  a 
daughter. 

9.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Charles 
Wordsworth,  second  master  of  Win- 
chester-college, a  daughter. 

—  At  Haccombe,  the  lady  of  sir 
Walter  Carew,  hart.,  a  daughter. 

10.  In     HoUes-street,    Cavendish- 


square,  the  lady  of  colonel  Llwellyn,    and  heir* 


—  At  Brighton,  the  lady  of  Charles 
Morgan,  esq.,  M.  P.,  a  daughter. 

17.  At  Anniston,  the  lady  Clementina 
Rait,  a  son. 

—  In  Belgrave»8treet,  the  visooantess 
Corry,  a  son. 

—  In  South  wick-street,  Hyde-park, 
the  wife  of  Jonathan  Peel,  esq.,  a 
daughter. 

18.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  work- 
men of  Messrs.  George  Kent  and 
Co.,  of  London,  of  five  children,  all 
alive. 

-—At  Paris,  the  right  hon«  lady 
Brabazon,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Warren- wood,  Herts,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Murray,  of  a  son. 

19.  At  Dublin,  the  lady  of  sir  Lucius 
O'Brien,  bart.,  of  Dromoland,  a  son  and 
heir. 

—  The  ladyof  sir  W.Knighton,  bart^ 
a  daughter,  still-bom. 

22.  At  Chester,  the  lady  of  Bowland 
£.  E.  Warburton,  Esq.,  a  son  and 
heir. 

—  At  Maldon,  the  wife  of  a  man 
named  Hay,  two  girls  and  a  boy. 

—  At  Rathmines,  Dublin,  the  lady 
of  the  hon.  T.  F.  W.  Butler,  a  son  and 
heir. 

—  At  Henton  Satchville,  Devon, 
lady  Clinton,  a  daughter.^ 

24.  At  Kensington  Gore,  the  lady  of 
major-general  Durant,  a  son. 

—  The  lady  of  Edward  Buller,  esq., 
M.  P.,  a  son. 

—  At  Wardle,  near  Edinburgh,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  Primrose,  a  daughter. 

26.  The  lady  of  the  bishop  of  Ripon, 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  Louisa  Whitmore,  a  son 


C.  B.,  a  daughter 

—  At   Tunbridge  Wells,  the  hon, 
lady  Parry,  of  twin?. 

11.   The  countess  dc  Montgelas,  a 

son. 

—  At  East  Langdon  Rectory,  the 


S7.  At  Lyswayes  Hall,  Staffordshire, 
the  lady  of  W.  Herbert  Wood  house, 
esq.,  a  son,  still-born. 

—  At  Wardour  Castle,  tlie  right  hon. 
lady  Arundell,  a  son. 

— >  At  Brompton,  near  Chatham,  the 


lady  of  the  rev.  Frederick  de  Chair,  a  lady    of    captain   Thomas   Shadforth, 

son.  fifty-seventh  regiment,  a  son. 

12.  In  Brook- street,  the  lady  of  A.  31    At    Kilgraston,  the  lady    Lucy 
Spiers,  esq.  M.  P.,  a  daughter.  Grant,  a  son.                        .   rw  ^m 

13.  In  St.  John'8-wood,  the  lady  of  —  The  wife  of  the  hon.  A.H.  More- 
the  rev.  S.  Robins,  a  daughter,  ton,  M,  P.,  a  daughter. 
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JUNE. 


1.  At  Hampton  Lodge,  Surrey,  the 
lady  Catharine  Long,  a  son. 

3.  At  Kilmory,  Ar^ylshire,  the  lady 
of  sir  John  Orde,  bart..  a  son. 

5.  At  Stirling,  lady  Hay,  a  Ron. 

6.  At  Edinburgh,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Davidson,  of  TuUoch  Castle,  N.  B.,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Palermo),  the  wife  of  G.  H. 
Onslow,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

7.  In  Belgrave-square,  the  lady  Char- 
lotte Talbot,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Cottrell,  Glamorganshire,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Roper  'i\  Tylor>  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Exmouth,  the  hon.  Mi-s.  Law- 
rence Shawc,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Hinde-street,  Manchester- 
square,  the  Lady  Anna  Maria  ToUe- 
mache,  a  daughter. 

10.  At  the  Hasellsy  lady  Jane  Pym, 
a  daughter. 

—  At  Seend,  Wilts,  the  lady  of  W. 
H.  Ludlow  Bruges,  esq.,  M.  P.,  a  son.  . 

IL  In  I>over-8treet,  the  duchess  dc 
Coifcnv,  a  daughter* 

14.*At  Witley,  Surrey,  the  wife  of 
Frauds  Scawen  JSlunt,  esq.,  of  Crabbett, 
Sussex,  a  son. 

15.  In  Arlington-street,  the  lady 
Mary  Stephenson,  a  daughter. 

16.  The  lady  of  Edward  Lloyd 
Gatacre,  esq.,  of  Coton.  Shropshire,  a 
son. 

—  At  Compton  House,  Gloucester 
shire,  the  lady  of  J,  F.  Davia  esq.,  twin 
daughters. 

17.  At  Baronald  Lanarkshire,  the 
lady  of  lieutenant-colonel  Hall,  a  son. 

-^  In  Manchester-street,  the  lady  of 
Buyor  Charles  Boyd,  a  son. 

20.  At  Sodington,  lady  Blount,  a  son. 

—  At  Walmer,  tlie  lady  of  sir  Keith 
A.  Jackson,  hart.,  a  daughter. 

21,  At  Wormley-lodge,  Hert*,  the 
wife  of  C.  J.  Hare,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

«—  At  Melcombe,  Doi'set,  Mrs.  James 
Farquharson,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Bridehead,  the  wife  of  A.  H. 
Dyke  Acland,  esq.,  of  Hill-hoUi«e,  Ax- 
minster,  a  daughter. 

23.  At  King's  Newton  Hall,  Derby- 
shire, the  lady  of  George  Vandelcur, 
esq.,  a  son. 

24.  At  Worlingham  Hall,  Suffolk, 
viscountess  Ackeson,  a  daughter. 

25.  In  Audley-square,  Mrs.  Baillie,  a 
son. 


26.  At  Newington  Butti*  the  vifo  of 
the  Rev.  Richard  Shutte,  M«  A.,  a  ton. 

28.  In  Bryanston-sqoare,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Crawfurd  Antrobiw,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Park -street,  GrotveDOr-tquare, 
the  eountesa  de  Persano,  a  son. 

29.  The  wife  of  Edward  Dalton,  c«|., 
of  Dunkirk-bouse,  Mioehinhamptoo,  a 
son  and  heir. 

'^  At  Brighton,  the  wife  of  E.PoHiill» 
esq.,  a  son* 

Lately,  In  Cavendish-square,  lady 
Barham,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Noaeley  Hall,  Leicesterthire, 
the  lady  of  sir  Arthur  Grey  Haslerigg, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

—  At  Bentfbrd  Hall,  the  wife  o£  R.  & 
Horman  Fisher,  esq.,  a  sod. 

—  In  Yorkshire,  the  wife  of  colonel 
Markham,  a  son. 

—  In  Torrington-aqiiare,  the  lady  of 
sir  Harris  Nicolas^  a  son. 


JULY. 

1 .  The  wife  of  Henry  Foley,  esq.,  of 
Tetworth  Hall,  Hunts,  a  daugliter. 

2.  At  Prinstead  Lodge,  the  lady  of  air 
G.  Temple,  bart,  of  a  son. 

—  In  St.  James's-square,  the  countess 
of  Lovelace,  of  a  son. 

3.  At  the  Vicarage,  Longdon,  near 
Lichfield,  the  lady  of  the  reverend 
Stuart  Majendie,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Egerton  Hoase,  Jersey,  the 
lady  of  in^or  J.  K..  Clahley,  of  the 
Madras  army,  a  daughter. 

5.  At  Walton,  lady  Mordaunt,  a  dan. 

—  In  Belgrave-street*  the  lady  of 
Thomas  Gladstone,  esq.,  of  a  daughter. 

7.  At  ChelteobaflB,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Irby,  a  daughter. 

9.  In  Great  Camberland-Rtreet«  the 
lady  of  sir  Bellingham  Reginald  Gra- 
ham, bart.,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Dublin,  lady  Elisabeth  Brawn- 
low,  a  son. 

10.  In  Wilton-crescenty  the  lady 
Francis  Gordon,  a  son. 

12.  At  Plumstead  Hall,  Norfolk,  the 
lady  of  the  hon.  H.  Manners  Sutton,  a 
son. 

—  At  Cothelston  House,  SonerKt, 
the  lady  of  the  reverend  \V.  Wyndhan 
Mallet,  a  snn. 

13.  At  Leamington,  the  viscounteu 
Dillon  of  a  daughter. 

—  At  Hensol,  N.  B.,  the  lady  of  J. 
Cunninghame,  esq.,  of  Ducbrae,  a  dau. 
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—  In  London,  the  countess  of  Sand 
wich,  a  son  and  heir. 

Lately,  At  Chambly,  Lower  Canada, 
the  lady  Georgiana  Cathcart,  a  dau. 

19.  In  Wilton-place,  the  bon.  Mrs. 
W.  Coventry,  a  son,  still-born. 

20,  The  wife  of  the  rev.  Thomas 
Gurney,  of  Rampton,  a  daughter— being 
the  seventeenth  child. 

—  At  Amwell,  the  lady  of  C.  E. 
Dampier,  esq.,  a  son. 

20.  In  Torrington-square,  the  wife  of 
the  rev.  W.  Wilson,  curate  of  St.  Pan- 
eras,  a  daughter. 

21.  At  Windsor,  the  lady  of  captain 
Bulkeley,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Great  Doades,  near  Reigate, 
the  lady  of  Aucbrouty  Tucker,  esq.,  a 
son. 

26.  In  the  Regent's-park,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Macleod  of  Macleod,  a  son. 

—  At  Newcastle,  Ireland,  the  lady  of 
the  hon.  and  rev.  Arthur  Pomeroy,  a 
son. 

—  At  Gormanston  Castle,  the  lady  of 
the  hon.  Edward  Preston,  a  daughter, 

^7*  In  Grosvenor-square,  Uie  vis- 
countess Milton,  a  son. 

28.  At  Cheltenham,  the  wife  of  John 
Trevelyan,  esq.,  a  son  and  heir, 

31.  In  St«  James '8.square,  the  bon. 
Mrs.  A.  Legge,  a  son. 

Lately,  At  Talacre,  the  lady  of  sir 
Edward  Mostyn,  bart.,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Berkeley-square,  Mrs,  Peere 
Williams,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Warwickshire,  lady  Charles 
Poulett,  a  son, 

—  In  Ireland,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Tighe,  a 
son. 


AUGUST, 


1.  At  Walsall,  the  lady  of  the  rev.  W. 
G.  Barker,  a  son. 

—  At  Drogheda,  the  lady  of  Charles 
Twistleton  Graves,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

2.  At  Goldings,  lady  Townsend  Far- 
quhar,  a  son. 

—  At  West  Moulsey,  the  lady  of 
George  Barrow,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

3.  At  Fulham,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Sidney 
Roper  Curzon,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Cambridge-terrace,  Hyde-park, 
Mrs.  R.  du  Pre  Alexander,  a  daughter. 

4.  At  Pindon,  Sussex,  the  wife  of  the 
rev.  Alfred  Lyall,  a  daughter. 

b.  The  wife  of  Richard  Bagge,  esq., 


of  Gaywood  •  ball,  Norfolk,   a   daugh- 
ter. 

6.  In  Park-street,  Grosvener^square, 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Preseott,  a  daughter.    . 

8.  At  Staplehurst,  Lady  Mary  Hoare, 
a  daughter. 

—  At  Mereden  Vicarage,  the  wife  of 
the  hon.  and  rev.  W.  Somerville,  a  son. 

—  At  Stonor-park,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Stonor,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Aqualate,  lady  Boughey,  a 
son. 

—  At  Mote  Park,  Ireland,  the  bon. 
Mrs.  Eyre  Evans,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Menden  Vicarage,  the  lady  of 
the  hon.  and  rev.  WiUtam  Somervilley 
a  son. 

9.  At  Chiselhui-st,  Kent,  the  lady  of 
the  rev.  Thomas  Fuller,  of  Eaton  Place, 
a  SOD. 

10.  The  wife  of  the  rev«  Robert  Watts, 
junior,  a  son. 

11.  At  Warfield,  Berks,  the  lady  of 
the  rev.  C.  J.  F;irlong,  a  son. 

12.  In  Mortimer-sL,  tlie  lady  of  Wm. 
Brodie,  esq.,  of  Bfodie,  a  sen  and  heir. 

—  At  Clapbam  Comnioii,  the  wife  ol 
J.  Humphery,  esq.,  M.P.,  a  9on» 

16.  At  Nethersale  Hall,  Leicester, 
lady  Gresley,  a  daughter. 

17.  At  Tboniey  Abbey,  the  wife  of 
W.  Wbitting,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Great  Haseley,  the  wife  of 
H.  Haroertley,  esq.,  a  son, 

•^  At  Dittou  Park*  the  boo.  Mrs, 
Hope,  a  son. 

18.  At  Oldbury.plaoe,  Igbtham,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Sel  by,  esq*,  a  daughter. 

19.  At  Ham  Hall,  t^e  lady  of  D« 
Watts  Russel,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

20.  At  Kingweston,  Somerset,  the 
lady  of  F.  H.  Dickinson,  esq.,  a  son. 

24.  At  Westover,  lele  of  Wigbt>  the 
wife  of  the  hon.  W.  A'Court  Uc^mes,  a 
son, 

26.  At  Halton,  Middlesex,  the  lady 
of  sir  F.  Pollock,  a  daughter* 

—  At  Ochertyre,  Scotland,  lady  Keith 
Murray,  a  son. 

27.  At  Amberstber^  Upper  Canada, 
the  lady  of  lieuU<col.  Airey  34th  regt. 
a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Glynde,  Sussex,  the  lady  of  sir 
Hamilton  Seymour,  her  mi^ty't  mini»* 
ter  at  Brussels,  a  ^gbter. 

28.  At  GilmertoQ,  Sootbind,  lady 
Kinloch,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Edington,  the  wife  of  the  rev. 
A.  H.  Fownes  Luttrell,  vicar  of  Mine- 
head,  Somerset,  a  son. 
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29.  At  Pierremont,  Isle  of  Thanet, 
the  lady  Frances  Fletcher,  a  daughter. 

30.  At  Colchester,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Edw.  Blair,  esq.,  K.C.and  K.T.S.,a  son 
and  heir. 


SEPTEMBER. 


I.  The  lady  of  major  J.  S.  Winfield, 
Bengal  army,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Leamington,  the  wife  of  capt. 
T.  Martin,  R.N.,  a  son. 

3.  At  Rothley  Tample,  Leicester,  the 
wife  of  James  Parker,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Wimbledon,  the  wife  of  G. 
Hankey,  esq.,  a  son. 

5.  AtJamaica,thewifeofW.C.Mac- 
dougall,  esq.,  advocate-general,  a  son. 

—  At  Gibraltar,  the  lady  of  Long- 
lands  Cowell,  esq.,  his  Belgian  majesty's 
consul,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Floors,  the  dutchess  of  Rox- 
burgh, a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Leamington,  the  lady  of  the 
bon.  St.  Vincent  Saumarez,  rifle  brigade, 
a  daughter. 

—  At  Churchtown  House,  Kerry,  the 
lady  Blennerhassett,  a  son  and  heir. 

6.  At  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  the  hon. 
lady  Stirling,  a  son. 

7.  In  Queen-street,  Mayfair,  the  wife 
ofiv.  Roebuck,  esq.,  capt.  11th  dra- 
goons, a  daughter* 

8.  At  Dawlish,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

•—  In  Park-lane,  the  wife  of  H.  Hus- 
sey,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Lockington  Hall,  Leicester- 
shire, the  lady  of  J.  B.  Story,  esq.,  a 
son. 

— -  At  Balham,  the  lady  of  the  rev. 
Frederick  Borrodaile,  a  daughter. 

9.  At  Brighton,  the  lady  of  sir  Thomas 
Blomefield,  a  daughter. 

10*  At  Anneregsley,  Chertsey,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  James  Norton,  a  son  and 
heir. 

II.  At  Geneva,  the  wife  '>^  f.  de 
Burgh,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  Mrs.  Webb,  wife  of  a  frame-work 
knitter  residing  in  Nottingham,  of  four 
living  children.  A  year  and  a  half  ago 
she  had  three,  making  her  the  mother 
of  seven  children  in  eighteen  months. 

—  At  Beverley,  the  wife  of  Francis 
Watt,  jun.  esq.,  a  son  and  heir. 

12.  At  Carlsruhe,  lady  E.  Osbom,  a 
s^. 


14.  In  Hart-street,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  John  Letts,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Devonshire-street,  the  lady  of 
James  Alston,  esq.,  a  son. 

15,  In  Grosvenor-square,  lady  Emily 
Pusey,  a  son. 

—  At  Westport,  Mayo,  Ireland,  the 
lady  of  Vernon  Schulch,  esq.,  Hailey- 
bury,  Hertfordshire,  a  son. 

15.  In  Great  Cumberland-place,  the 
lady  of  George  Robert  Smith,  esq.,  M.P., 
a  son. 

—  In  Charterhouse-square,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  William  Goode,  rector  of 
St.  Antholin  and  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
a  daughter. 

17.  At  Landford  House,  Salisbury, 
the  wife  of  captain  W.  H.  Trollope,  a 
son. 

18.  At  Atbury,  the  lady  of  the  hon. 
and  rev.  W.  L.  Addington,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Denby  Grange,  the  lady  of  sir 
John  L.  L.  Kaye,  hart.,  a  daughter. 

19.  At  Manston,  Dorset,  the  lady 
of  H.  Pftrr  Yeatman,  esq.,  a  son  and 
heir. 

21.  In  Lancaster-place,  the  lady  of 
C.  Eastland  Michele,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Cliflbrd  Lodge,  Warwick,  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Annesley,  esq.,  a  daa. 

22.  At  Edenhall,  Cumberland,  lady 
Musgrave,  a  daughter. 

24.  The  wife  of  Robert  Stewart,  esq., 
M.P.,  a  daughter. 

25.  At  Gosford,  Ottery,  the  lady  of 
sir  H.  Pennington,  bart.,  a  daughter. 

26.  At  Spring  Hill,  Stodcport,  the 
wife  of  colonel  Thomas,  C3.,  and  M.P., 
a  son. 

27.  At  Venice,  the  lady  of  the  baron 
Hector  Testaferrata  Abela,  a  dau. 

28.  At  Newbottle  Abbey,  Dalkeith, 
the  marchioness  of  Lothian,  a  son. 

—  In  Brunswick-square,  the  lady  of 
Henry  Cheape,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Lumley  Lodge,  Richmond, 
the  wife  of  the  rev.  Charies  Lawson,  a 
daughter. 

Lately.  In  Ireland,  the  vtscountess 
Avonmore,  a  daughter. 

—  Lady  Emily  Ridiardsoii,  a  SOD  and 
heir. 

—  The  wife  of  Dr.  Hook,  vicar  of 
Leeds,  a  son. 

—  At  Harmsworth  House,  Hants, 
lady  Eliz.  Thackeray,  a  daughter. 

.—  At  Penlanpley  Radnorshire,  tlie 
wife  of  H.  Lingen,  esq.,  high  sberifl^  a 
son  and  heir. 

•—  At  Vaynor  Park,   Mootgonerj^ 
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shire,  the  lady  of  sir  F.  Knowle?,  bait., 
a  daughter. 


OCTOBER. 

2.  At  Bishop's  Caundle,  the  lady  of 
Somerville  Digby,  esq.,  a  son. 

5.  In  Whitehall  Place,  lady  Rennie,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Aldbury,  the  lady  of  the  rev. 
James  Galloway,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Dalhousie  Castle,  near  Edin- 
burgh, the  countess  of  Dalhousie,  a 
daughter. 

6.  At  Baldovan  House,  the  lady  Jane 
Ogiivy,  a  son. 

—  At  the  Vicarage,  Chieveley,  Berks, 
Mrs.  J.  £.  Robinson,  a  son. 

—  At  the  Under  Secretary's  T-.odge, 
Phoenix  Park,  Dabliny  Mrs.  Drummond, 
a  daughter. 


—  At  the  Castle,  Parsonstowr,  lady 
xmantown,  a  daughter. 

^m  At  the  Node,  the  wife  of  F.  Har- 
ford, esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Whitehall  Gardens,  her  grace 
the  duchess  of  Buccleugh,  a  son. 

21.  At  Eaglehurst,  near  Southamp- 
ton, the  qountess  of  Cavan,  a  son  and 
heir. 

—  At  Slough,  the  wife  of  sir  John 
Herschell,  bart.,  a  daughter. 

23.  AtStrathallan  Castle,  Perthshire, 
theladyof  the  hon.William  Drummond, 
a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Sudbrooke  Park,  Surrey,  the 
lady  Louth,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Ilfracombe,  the  wife  of  F.  Free- 
ling,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Williamstrip  Park,  Glocester- 
shire,  the  wife  of  sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
bart.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Somerset  House,  Cheltenham, 


8.  At  Upper  Tooting,   the  wife  of    the  lady  of  major  Roberts,  Bengal  artil- 


colonel  Strover,  a  son. 

—  At  Dinton  Wilts,  the  wife  of  W. 
"Wyndham,  jun.  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Malta,  the  lady  of  Richard 
Hanmer  Bunbury,  esq.,  commander, 
R.N.,  a  son. 

11.  At  Leamington,  the  wife  of  the 
honourable  captain  Somerville,  R.N.,  a 
son. 

12.  At  Forest  Lodge,  Berks,  the  wife 
of  A.  W,  Wykeham,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Bandon,  the  lady  of  lieut.-col. 
St.  John  Gierke,  K.H.,  a  daughter. 

13.  The  wife  of  Edmund  Jerningham, 
esq.,  a  daughter. 

15.  At  Whatcroft  Hall,  Cheshire,  the 
wife  of  G.  Shakerley,  esq.,  a  son. 

— •  The  wife  of  Henry  Hippisley,  esq., 
of  Lamborne- place,  Berks,  a  son. 

16.  lu  Dover-street,  lady  Jemima 
Eliot,  a  son. 

—  At  Mote  Park,  the  lady  Crofton,  a 
daughter. 

17.  In  Upper  Harley- street,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Hall,  a  son. 

—  At  Myton  House,  Warwick,  the 
wife  of  C.  M.  Caldecott,  esq.,  a  dau. 

18.  At  Hope  Hall,  Wetherly.  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  Christopher  W.  Wilkinson,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Ampthill,  Bedfordshire,  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  esq.,  a  son 
and  heir. 

19.  At  Rome,  the  lady  of  James  W. 
Scarlett,  esq.,  a  sen. 

20.  At  St.  Giles's,  Dorsetshire,  lady 
Harriet  Corry,  a  daughter* 
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lery,  a  daughter. 

24.  At  Snaresbrook,  Essex,  the  lady 
of  Charles  Tebbut,  esq.,  a  son  and 
heir. 

25.  The  countess  Albizzi,  a  son. 

—  In  Dean-street,  Southwark,  the 
wife  of  G.  R.  Corner,  esq.,  F.S.A.,  a 
son. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  the  wife  of  James 
Hunter  Hulme,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

29.  At  Wilton  House,  the  countess 
of  Clanwilliam,  a  son. 

30.  At  Ramsgate,  the  wife  of  the 
hon.  Charles  Langdale,  esq.,  M.P.,  a 
daughter. 

Lately,  At  Frankfort,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  and  rev.  Henry  Bridgeman,  a 
daughter. 

—  The  wife  of  mijor-gen.  Webster, 
a  sou. 

—  At  Wear  Gilford,  the  wife  of  the 
hon.  G.  R.  W.  Trefusis,  R.N.  a  son. 

—  At  Swords,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Howard, 
a  son. 

—  At  Ham  Court,  Worcester,  Mrs. 
H.  Shirley,  a  son. 

—  In  Gloucester*pIace,  lad/ Helena 
Cooke,  a  daughter. 


NOVEMBER. 

6.  At  Dale  Park,  Sussex,  the  lady  of 
lieutenant-col.  Gascoigne,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Bicester  tlouse,  the  viscountess 
Chetwynd,  a  son. 

6.   At  Corfu,  the  wife  of  the  hon. 
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lieatenant-col.    Ellis,    60th     Rifles,   a 
daughter. 

8.  At  Chid  wick  Bury,  near  St.  Al- 
ban's,  the  wife  of  Joshua  Lomax,  esq.,  a 
son  and  heir. 

—  At  Cambridge,  the  wife  of  Am- 
brose William  Hall,  Esq.,  of  St.  Peter's 
college,  a  daughter. 

9.  At  Dublin,  the  wife  of  sir  Beres- 
ford  B.  M'Mahon,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  the  lady  of  Henry 
Baskerville,  esq.,  of  Woolly,  Wiltshire, 
a  son  and  heir. 

10.  Easton  Lodge,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Capel,  a  son. 

—  At  Dunmow,  Essex,  Mrs.  Henry 
Lewis  Majendie,  a  daughter. 

11.  At  East  Sheen,  the  widow  of  the 
late  Andrew  Henry  Poulett  Thomson, 
esq.,  of  Court  Garden,  Marlow,  a 
son. 

12.  At  Chelsea,  the  wife  of  James 
Alexander,  esq.  of  Dunfermline,  a 
daughter. 

13.  The  wife  of  John  Booth,  esq.,  of 
Glendon  Hall,  Northamptonshire,  a 
daughter. 

—  In  Connaught-place  West,  lady 
Freeling,  a  son. 

—  At  Hillingdon  House,  the  lady  of 
captain  George  Campbell,  Grenadier 
Guards,  a  son. 

14.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Henry  Corn- 
wall Legh,  of  High  Legh,  Cheshire,  of 
twins — a  son  and  daughter. 

—  At  BIyth  Hall,  the  lady  of  William 
Stratford  Dugdale,  Esq.  M.P.,  a  daugh- 
ter 

15.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  W.  E.  Fitz- 
maurice,  3d  Life  Guards,  a  son. 

—  At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  Alex- 
ander M'Neill,  esq.,  younger,  of  Collon- 
say,  a  son. 

16.  At  Dorchester,  the  wife  of  lieut.- 
col.  Vandeleur,  a  son. 

17.  In  the  Close,  Salisbury,  the  lady 
of  John  Mills,  esq.,  of  Bistemc,  a  son. 

18.  At  Kidbroke,  Sussex,  the  lady 
Colchester,  a  daughter,  still-born. 

20.  At  the  house  of  her  father,  Joshua 
Bates,  esq.  in  Portland-place,  the  lady 
of  M.  Van  de  Weyer,  the  Belgian  minis- 
ter, a  son. 

—  At  Rickmansworth,  Herts,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Frederick  Vender  Meulen, 
a  son. 

21.  In  Regent-square,  the  lady  of 
George  Annesley,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Fulmer  Place,  Bucks,  the  wife 
of  Henry  Waterton,  esq.,  a  son. 


24.  At  Naples,  the  right  hon.  lady  de 
Tabley,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Credenbill  Court,  Hereford- 
shire, the  wife  of  J,  E.  Eckley,  esq.)  a 
daughter. 

—  The  wife  of  the  rev.F.J.Courtenay, 
rector  of  North  Bovey,  Devon,  a  son. 

25.  At  Cambridge,  the  wife  of  the 
rev.  W.  Hodgson,  D*D.  maiter  of  St. 
Peter's  College,  a  son. 

26.  At  his  residence,  Hyde-park- 
place  west,  the  lady  of  Thomas  Noel 
Harris,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Upper  Harley-street,  the  lady 
of  Edward  John  Rudge,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  sir 
William  Scott,  barty  of  Ancrum,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Morley rectory, near  Wymond - 
ham,  Norfolk,  the  lady  of  the  re?«  C. 
Beauchamp  Cooper,  a  son. 

28.  At  Walthamstow,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  Lewis  Deedes,  a  son. 

—  At  Braharo  Castle,  Ross-shire, 
N.B.,  the  lady  of  S.  M.  Boulderson,  esq., 
a  son. 

—  At  Sandwell,  Staffordshire,  the 
countess  of  Dartmouth,  a  son. 

—  At  the  Bury,  Chesham,  Badts, 
the  wife  of  William  Loimdesi  esq.,  a 
daughter. 

29.  In  Portland-place,  the  lady  of 
C.  G.  Du  Pre,  esq.  M.P.,  a  daug^hter. 

30.  At  Drayton  Parsloirrectory,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Samuel  Wright,  a  son. 

—  At  Oggs  Castle,  the  lady  of  A.  T. 
Blackwood,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  Montreal,  near  Sevenoaks,  the 
viscountess  Holmesdale,  a  son. 

—  At  Somerton,  Somersetshire,  the 
lady  of  captain  W.  V.  Hewett,  a  son. 


DECEMBER. 

1.  The  wife  of  the  rev.  Gilbert  AiiM- 
worth,  D.D.  master  of  Pembroke  CoJI. 
Cambridge,  a  son. 

—  At  Devonshire-place  House,  Mrs. 
Henry  Moreton  Dyer,  a  daughter. 

4.  In  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  the 
lady  of  James  Weir  Hogg,  esq.,  a  son. 

5.  The  wife  of  the  re?.  Dr.  Cardwell, 
principal  of  St.  Alban's  Hall,  Oxford,  a 
daughter. 

—  The  wife  of  the  Rev.  R.  Pretyman, 
rector  of  Middleton  Stoney,  a  son. 

•—  At  Paris,  the   lady  of   Riebard 
Brinsley  Sheridan,  esq.,  a  daughter. 
7.  At  Edinburgh,  the  wife  of  H.  /. 
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Collingwood,  esq.,  of  Lilburne  Tower, 
a  son. 

—  At  Downes,  the  wife  of  James 
Wentworth  Buller,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  The  lady  of  the  rev.  C.  J.  Good- 
hart,  minister  of  St.  Mary's  chape), 
Reading,  a  daughter. 

8.  At  Melbury-terrace,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  Henry  Taylor,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  A  few  days  since,  Mrs.  Robert 
Shelley,  of  Croxton,  near  Eccleshail, 
three  children,  two  girls  and  a  boy. 

—  A  few  days  since,  at  Eston  Cleve- 
land, Margaret  Harrison,  wife  of  a 
labouring  man,  three  sons. 

—  Lady  Grey,  the  wife  of  sir  Charles 
Edward  Grey,  a  daughter. 

9.  At  Temple  Densley,  Herts,  the 
lady  of  Thomas  Plumer  Halsey,  esq.,  a 
son  and  heir. 

—  At  Longfleet,  Dorset,  the  lady  of 


25.  At  Naples,  the  marchioness  of 
Sligo,  a  daughter. 

—  At  Watton,  Herts,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  B.  Street,  a  daughter,  still-born. 

27.  In  Upper  Gower-street,  the  lady 
Charles  Darwin,  esq.,  a  son. 

—  At  the  rectory,  Leigh,  the  lady  of 
the  rev.  Robert  Eden,  a  son. 

—  At  Scott's  Hill  House,  Herts,  the 
lady  of  lieut.-colonel  Bradford,  a  son. 

—  In  Upper  Brook-street,  the  lady 
Mary  Farquhar,  a  son,  who  survived 
only  a  short  time. 

31.  At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  Philip 
Anstruther,  esq.,  colonial  secretary  in 
Ceylon,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Grosvencr-street,  the  lady  of 
Dr.  Latham,  a  son. 

Lately,  In  Dorset-square,  the  wife  of 
the  hon.  William  Stourton,  a  daughter. 

—  AtTrematon  Hall,  Cornwall,  the 
lieut.-colonel  P.  W,  Pedler,  a  daughter,     wife  of  captain  J.  Jervis  Tucker,  R.  N., 

—  At  Munster  House,  Fulham,  the     a  daughter 


lady  of  John  Laurie,  esq,,  a  son. 

—  In  Charles-street,  Berkeley-square, 
the  countess  of  Craven,  a  daughter. 

10.  At  Spye  Park,  the  wife  of  J.  E. 
Starkey,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

11.  At  Oakley  Park,  lady  Harriet 
Clive,  a  daughter. 

—  In  Devonshire-place,  the  wife  of 
William  Selby  Lowndes,  Jun,,  esq.,  a 
daughter. 

13.  At  Takeley  vicarage,  Essex,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Charles  Clarke,  a  son. 

14.  At  Lisbon,  lady  Howard  de  Wal- 
den,  a  son. 

15.  At  the  marquess  of  Downshire's, 
Hanover-square,  lady  Mary  Hood,  a  son. 

16.  At  Ham,  Surrey,  the  lady  of  W. 
James,  esq.,  M.P.  a  son. 

—  At  West  Alvington,  Devon,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Douglas  Macdonald,  a 
daughter. 

18.  At  Hanover-street,  Hanover-sq., 
the  lady  of  the  rev.  Robert  Lovett,  a 
daughter. 

20.  At  Calke  Abbey,  Derbyshire,  the 
lady  of  sir  George  Crewe,  hart.  M.  P.,  a 
daughter. 

—  At  Lewknor  vicarage,  the  lady 
Caroline  Gamier,  a  daughter. 

21.  At  Clifton,  the  lady  of  Seignalay 
Thomas  Cuthbert,  esq.,  a  son  and  heir. 

—  At  Pickenham,  Norfolk,  the  lady 
of  W.  W.  Chute,  esq.  M.P.,  a  son. 

24.  At  Streatham,  the  wife  of  S.  Jas- 
per Blunt,  esq.,  a  daughter. 

25.  At  Croscombe  rectory,  Somerset, 
the  lady  of  the  rey.W.  P.  Purvis,  a  dau. 


At  Capernway  Hall,  Lancashire, 
the  wife  of  George  Marton,  esq.  M.P., 
a  son  and  heir. 


MtfMMl*. 


MARRIAGES. 

1839. 
JANUARY. 

1.  At  Marylebone  Church,  H.  Rich- 
ardson, esq.,  to  lady  Emily  Kerr,  sixth 
daughter  of  lord  Mark  Kerr. 

2.  At  Brussels,  count  Louis  Vander- 
burch,  to  Emma,  eldest  daughter  of 
J.  B.  Lousader,  esq. 

— .  At  Wicklow,  James  Edwards, 
esq.,  of  Friar's  Hall,  in  that  county,  to 
Frances,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
colonel  Maingay. 

5.  At  Bolam,  Northumberland,  the 
rev.  Andrew  Corbett,  rector  of  South 
Willinghara,  Lincoln,  to  Marianne, 
fourth  daughter  of  the  late  sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  bart.,  of  Blagdon,  Nor- 
thumberland. 

6.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover- square, 
the  rev.  Edmund  Holland,  of  Benhall 
Lodge,  Suffolk,  to  Isabella  Esther, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  rev.  sir  John 
Robinson,  bart,  of  Rokeby  Hall,  county 
Louth. 

U2 
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7.  At  St.  Jamos's,  Westminster,  Car- 
lisle Rowland  EI>nnjrton»  esq  ,  second 
son  of  sir  Thomas  Mnssey  Stanley,  bart., 
of  Hootan,  Cheshire,  to  Julia,  ehlest 
daughter  of  lieiit.'genera]  sir  John  Mac- 
donald,  adjutant-gen.  of  tlie  forces. 

15.  At  Naples,  the  queen  dotvager  of 
the  two  Sicilies,  to  the  chevalier  de 
Balzo,  colonel  of  the  royal  lancers. 

—  At  Putney  Church,  the  rev.  F.  A. 
Massingberd,  rector  of  South  Ornisby, 
Lincolnshire,  to  Fanny,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  William  Baring,  esq. 

16.  At  All  Souls'  Church,  Maryle- 
bone,  the  rev.  H.  E.  Cohden,  M.A., 
vicar  of  Charlton.  Wilts,  to  Emma,  elder 
daughter  of  sir  George  Carroll,  of  Ca- 
vendish-square, and  Loughton,  Essex. 

17.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-sq., 
William  Graham,  esq.,  of  Firth  Castle, 
Stirlingshire,  to  Elizabeth,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  Alex.  Anstruther, 
of  Third  Park,  county  Fife. 

22.  At  East  Grinstead,  the  rev.  J. 
Ward,  B.A.,  fellow  of  New  College,  Ox- 
ford, to  Mary  Georgiana,  eldest  dau.  of 
George  Raikes,  esq.,  of  Felbridge  Park, 
Surry. 

—  At  Binfield,  the  rev.  S.  Botry 
Pigott,  third  son  of  P.  Pigott  S.  Conant, 
esq.,  of  Archer  Lodge,  Hampshire,  to 
Eliza  Mac  Mahon,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  late  lieut.-general  sir  Francis  J. 
AVilder.  of  the  Manor  House,  Binfield, 
Berkshire. 

24.  At  Dorney,  Bucks,  James,  only 
son  of  sir  James  NicoU  M'Adam,  of 
Whitehall  and  Tendon  End,  Essex,  to 
Angelica,  eldest  daughter  of  Philip 
Palmer,  esq.,  of  Dorney  Wood. 

29.  At  Edinburgh,  Edward  Heath- 
cote  Smith,  esq.,  capt.  in  the  76th  regi- 
ment, youngest  son  of  sir  John  Wyldbore 
Smith,  of  the  Down  House,  Dorset,  to 
Christina,  eldest  daughter  of  William 
Mackintosh,  esq.,  of  Geddes,  Nairn. 

31.  At  Belle  Vue,  Jamaica,  licut.-col. 
C.  W.  H.  Fitzgerald,  K.T.S.,  second 
West  India  regiment,  to  Sarah,  daughter 
of  the  hon.  P.  Brown,  of  the  Bahama 
Islands. 


FEBRUARY. 

2.  At  St.  Mary's,  Brjanstone-square, 
Algernon,  second  son  of  Samuel  Hicks, 
esq.,  of  Henrietta-street,  Cavendisb-sq., 
to  Anne  countess  of  Waldegrave,  widow 
of  the  late  earl  of  Waldegrave. 


—  Lately  at  Bombay,  John  Willtami, 
esq  ,  civil  service,  to  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
William  Boswell,  esq.,  sheriff  of  BeN 
wickshire,  and  grand-daughter  of  Jamei 
Boswell,  esq.,  of  Auchenleck^  JohnaoQ'8 
biographer. 

—  At  Youghal,  captain  Chas.C.  Dent, 
R.N.,  to  lady  Selina  Hastingra,  siater  of 
the  earl  of  Huntingdon. 

—  The  rev.  Walter  Burgh,  rector  of 
Naas,  county  Kildare,  to  Elizabeth^  dau« 
of  archdeacon  Langribhe. 

-—  At  St.  Marylebone  Church,  John 
T.  H.  Blohm,  esq.,  of  Stockle^dorS,  near 
Lubeck,  to  Georgiana  Jamesina  Somer- 
set, youngest  daughter  of  vice-admind 
sir  Henry  Heathcote. 

—  At  St.  Mary'6  Islington,  John  Bal- 
lantine,  esq.,  Edinburgh,  to  Frances, 
second  daughter  of  Robert  Barclay,  esq. 
Islington. 

7.  At  Knockbreda,  Dovnahire,  John 
Neilson  Gladstone,  esq.,  lieutenant  R.N., 
third  son  of  John  Gladstone,  esq.,  of 
Carlton  gardens,  and  Faaque,  Kincai^ 
dineshire,  to  Elizabeth  H.  Batesoo.  se- 
cond daughter  of  sir  Robert  Bateson, 
hart.,  M.P.,  of  Bel  voir  Park,  and  Moin, 
Downbhire. 

—  At  Laxton,  the  rev*  Augnatua  Ot- 
way  Fitzgerald,  B.A.t  rector  of  Uedbo- 
rough,  Notts,  son  of  sir  Robert  Fitz- 
gerald, K.C.H.,  to  Sarah  Anne,  only 
child  of  the  rev.  Richard  Procter,  M.A., 
vicar  of  Laxton,  in  the  sanae  county. 

—  At  Hamble,  near  Soathamptoo, 
John  Henry  Campbell,  esq.,  only  son  of 
colonel  Campbell,  of  Ex  ton,  Hants,  and 
Dunoon,  Argyleshire,  to  Urania  Mary 
Ann,  only  daughter  of  the  late  'colonel 
Kington,'and  the  dowager  marchioness 
of  Cianricade. 

9.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-sqnaie, 
Henry  Hippisley,  esq.,  of  Lambtoa 
Place,  Berks,  to  Elizabeth  Agnes,  only 
daughter  of  the  rev.  John  Nelson,  M.A., 
prebendary  of  Heytesbunr,  &e. 

12.  At.  St.  6eorge*s,  Hanover^quare, 
his  excellency  Sylvain  Van  de  Weytr, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  king  of  the  BelglaiVi 
to  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Josbos 
Bates,  esq.,  of  Portland-place. 

14.  At  Mansaeld  Woodhonae.  NottSi 
colonel  Hodder,  of  Hoddersfield,  Cork, 
to  Lucy,  eldest  daughter  of  col.  Need. 

15.  At  Malto,  Walter  Elliot  jun.  esq., 
of  Wolflee,  Roxburghshire,  to  Maria 
Dorothea,  eldest  daughter  of  ur  Darid 
Hunter  Blair,  bart. 
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16.  At  Paris,  Wyndliam  Staobopc, 
e^q.,  nephew  of  the  earl  oi:'  Harrington, 
to  Ch'zabeth  Still,  eldest  daughter  of 
R.  L.  Pearsall,  esq.,  of  CarUbrue. 

19.  At  St.  James's  Church,  R.  R. 
Torre ns,  esq.,  son  of  colonel  Torrens,  to 
Barbara  Anson,  widow  of  the  late  lieut. 
George  Augustus  Anson,  llth  light 
dragoons. 

25.  Capt.  the  hon.  Henry  Keppell, 
R.N.,  fourth  son  of  the  earl  of  Albe- 
marle, to  Miss  Crosbie,  daughter  of  gen. 
sir  John  Crosbie,  G.C.H. 

Lately,  At  Clontarf,  Dublin,  W.  H. 
Grome,  esq.,  Sackville-st.,  to  Frances, 


chequer,  to  Ellen  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Sergeant  Frere,  master 
of  JDowning  College,  Cambridge. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
Richard  H.  f^vinge,  esq.  grandson  of 
the  late  sir  R.  Levinge,  bart*  to  Ellen, 
daughter  of  the  late  T.  C.  Faulconer, 
esq-  of  Newhaven. 

12.  At  Keswick,  the  rev.  Thomas 
Hill,  to  Miss  Bertha  Southey,  the  dau. 
of  the  poet  laureate. 

16.  At  Gourock-house,  Renfrewshire, 
George  Rainy,  esq.  of  Liverpool,  to 
Margaret  Janetta  Louisa,  youngest 
daughter  of  lieutenant-general  Darrocb, 


daughter    of   sir    Edward    Stanley,  of     of  Gouroch  and  Daims. 


Rose  vale,  Dublin. 


MARCH. 

2.  At  Hurley  Church,  J.  J.  Wake- 
hurst  Peyton,  esq.,  of  Wakehurst  Park, 
Sussex,  and  lieut.  in  the  2d  Life  Guards, 
to  Marianne  Gilberta,  eldest  daughter  of 
sir  East  Clayton  East,  of  Hall  Place, 
Berks,  hart. 

4.  At  Trinity  Church,  Marylebone, 
Andrew,  only  son  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and 
iirst  attache  to  her  majesty's  embassy 
at  the  court  of  Russia,  to  Frances  Kathe- 
rinc,  only  daughter  of  the  late  very  rev. 
Edward  Mellish,  dean  of  Hereford. 

5,  At  All  Saints',  Southampton,  Fred. 
Bayard  Elton,  esq.,  of  the  Madras  civil 
service,  youngest  son  of  the  late  T.  El- 
ton, esq.,  of  Stapleton  House,  Glouces- 
tershire, to  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
E.  A.  Elton,  esq.,  of  Cleveland  Court, 
Somersetshire. 

—  At  Kimpsey  Church,  Albert  Hud- 
son, eldest  son  of  Clement  Royds,  esq., 
of  Falinge,  Lancaster,  to  Susan  Eliza, 
only  child  of  Robert  Nutall,  esq.,  of 
Kimpsey  House,  Worcestershire. 

—  At  Sutton-at-Hone,  Kent,  Mum- 
ford  Campbell,  esq.,  of  Sutton-place,  to 
Frances  Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of  J. 
Baker  Graves,  esq.,  of  Somerset,  county 
Wexford,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late 
Robert  Bellew,  esq.,  of  Ballendinas, 
county  Cork. 

11.  At  Sidmouth,  Lauriston  Kneller, 
esq  ,  son  of  J .  G.  Kneller,  esq.,  late  of 
Donhead  Hall,  Wilts,  to  the  hon.  Maria 
St.  John,  eldest  daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  lord  viscount  Bolingbroke. 

1 1 .  At  Grundisburgh,  Suffolk,  Stephen 


—  In  Cumberland- place,  the  hon. 
Edward  Butler,  lieutenant  of  ber  ma« 
jesty's  hon.  corps  of  gentlemen  at  arms, 
and  son  of  the  rt«  hon.  lord  Durboyne, 
to  Emma  Jane,  only  child  of  Arthur 
Bailey,  esq.  of  Cumberland-p.'ace,  Re- 
gent's-park. 

19.  At  Cosstngton,  Somer$(*tshire, 
William  Dowdeswell,  esq.  M.P.  eldest 
son  of  John  Edmund  Dowdeswell,  esq. 
of  Pull  Court,  Worcestershire,  to  Ame- 
lia Letitia,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Robert  Graham,  Esq.  of  Cossington- 
house. 

23.  At  Fareham,  captain  Edward 
Leveson  Gower,  rifle-brigade,  to  Prances 
Cecilia,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Powell. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
viscount  Duncan,  M.P.  son  of  the  earl 
of  Camperdown,  to  Juliana  Cavendish, 
eldest  daughter  of  G.  R.  Philips,  esq. 

31.  At  Leamington  Spa,  William 
Blount,  esq.  of  Orleton,  Herefordshire, 
and  Cumberland-street,  London,  to  the 
lady  Charlotte  Janu  St.  Maur. 


APRIL. 

2.  At  Cheshunt-church,  William 
Smyth,  esq.  eldest  son  of  the  rev.  sir  Ed- 
ward Smyth,  bart.  of  Hill-hall,  Essex,  to 
Marianne  Frances,  second  daughter  of 
sir  Henry  Meux,  bart.  of  TheobaldV 
park,  Herts. 

3.  At  Tournay,  Edmund  Joseph  de 
Lossy,  Esq.  to  Frances  Charlotte  Eliza- 
beth eldest  dau.  of  sir  Henry  'Thomas 
Oakes,  bart. 

4.  At  Patshull,  Staffordshire,  the  rev* 
Charles  Grey  Cotes,  Rector  of  Stanton 
St.  Quintin,  Wilts,  to  Fanny  Henrietta, 


Edmond  Spring  Rice,  esq.  eldest  son  of     daughter  of  sir  George  Pigot,  bart. 
the  right  hon,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex*         — ^  At  Prestbury,  near  CUeltenbami 
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Henry  Stopford  Kyle,  of  Lincoln's-inn, 
esq.  harrister-at-law,  third  son  of  the 
bishop  of  Cork  and  Cloyne,  to  Julia 
Esther,  second  daughter  of  Andrew 
Green »  esq.  of  Cocker  mouth. 

Ac  Rome,  at  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury's 
palace  in  the  Corso,  prince  Doria 
Pamphilj,  to  lady  MaryTallx)t. 

9.  At  St.  James's,  Westminster,  the 
rev.  Henry  Octavious  Coxe,  M.A.  to 
Charlotte  Esther,  youngest  daughter  of 
geo.  sir  Hilgrove  T.  Turner,  G.C.H.  &c. 

—  At  the  chapel  of  the  Charter- 
bouse,  John  Frederick  Pike,  esq.  of 
Bedford-tiquare,  London,  and  Ramridge, 
Hants,  to  Dorothea  Fisher,  of  Sibton 
Abbey,  Sufiblk,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  bishop  of  Salisbury. 

«—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover  square, 
captain  Alfred  Hill,  son  of  sir  Robert 
Hill,  to  Miss  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Kilinory. 

10.  Count  Henry  de  Castellane,  eldest 
son  of  lieutenant-general  count  de  Cas- 
tellane,  to  Mademoiselle  de  Dino,  dau. 
of  the  duchei>s  de  Dino. 

—  At  All-souls,  Langham-place, 
C.  A.  Lushington,  Esq.  to  Sarah,  relict 
of  Wm.  Camac,  esq.  of  Mansfield-street^ 
and  Hastings,  Sussex. 

11.  The  rev.  Charles  Long,  nephew 
to  lord  Lauderdale,  to  Anna  Maria^ 
daughter  of  sir  Robert  Wlgram,  bart. 

—  AtBoUon-by-Bowland,  Yorkshire, 
the  rev.  Willoughby  J.  E.  Rooke,  second 
sou  of  major-general  sir  VVilbughby 
Rooke,  C.B  and  K.C.H.  to  Caroline, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Anthony 
Littledale,  e8<i. 

—  At  Paris,  the  chevalier  Antoine 
de  Satge,  youngest  son  of  Cosme  baron 
de  Satge,  to  the  hon.  Harriett  Rowley, 
daughter  of  the  dowager  lady  Langford. 

16.  The  rev.  Granville  J.  Granville, 
to  Marianne,  fifth  daughter  of  sir  Grey 
Skipworth,  bart  of  Newbold-hall. 

—  At  Upham,  Hants,  Walter  Jervois 
Long,  esq.  eldest  son  of  Walter  Long,  of 
Preshaw-nouse,  Hants,  esq.  to  Emily 
Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  Edward  Morant 
Gale,  of  Upham,  Hants,  Esq. 

—  At  Hamburgh,  Thos.  Tancred,  esq. 
eldest  SOD  of  sir  Thomas  Tancred,  bart. 
of  Egypt-house,  Isle  of  Wight,  to  Jane, 
third  and  youngest  daughter  of  Prideaux 
John  Selby,  esquire,  of  Twizell-house, 
Northumberland. 

—  At  South  Wamborough,  Hants, 
John  Locke,  esq.  soq  of  the  late  Wadbam 
Locke,  esq.  of  Rowdeford-housei  Wilts^ 


MARRjlAGES 


to  Frances  Augnita,  eldest  daughter  of 
T.  M.  Wayne,  esq. 

17.  At  St.  Peter's,  By  rAnstooe^uire, 
major  Campbell,  of  MeUbrty  Aigyh- 
shire,  to  Miss  Louisa  Ricketts. 

18.  At  St.  George's,  Haoover^mre, 
Arthur  Marquis  of  Donro*  to  la^ 
Elizabeth  Hay,  fourth  daughter  of  the 
marquis  of  Tweeddale. 

92.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-aqnare, 
sir  John  Blunden,  Bart,  of  Castle  Bloa- 
den,  Countv  Kilkenny,  to  Eliia,  third 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Knox,  esq.  sf 
Dominick-street,  Dublin. 

25.  John  Orde,  foarth  Mm  of  «r 
F.  M.  Ommaney,  to  Susanna,  oldest 
daughter  of  John  M*Taggart,  eaq.  ILP, 
of  Manchester-square,  and  of  Ardwell, 
Wigtonshire,  N.B. 

27.  At  Leamington,  John  Eardley,  eld- 
est son  of  sir  Eardley  Wilmot*  bart.  BI.P« 
to  Eliaa  Martha,  daughter  of  tho  late 
sir  Robert  Williams,  l»rt. 

—  At  St.  Mary's,  Byranatoa-aqvare, 
William  Miller,  esq.  of  the  19th  royal 
lancers,  grnndaon  of  sir  Williaai  Miller, 
bart.  lord  Glenlee,  to  Emilj,  daughter 
of  lieut.-geneiml  air  Tbesw  M^Mahon, 
bart.  K.C.B. 

29.  The  hon.  Henry  Pitsroy,  M«P. 
to  Hannah  Mayor,  seeond  daiMfater  of 
the  late  baron  N.  M.  de  Rothschild. 

—  At  Chelsea,  John  Henniker,  009* 
of  Compton  Martin,  to  Mary,  dai^hler 
of  Edward  Wilson,  esq. 

30.  At  Brighton,  lieutenaat-eoloiiel 
Chesney,  royal  artillery,  to  Everilday 
second  daughter  of  general  sir  John 
Fraser,  G.C.H. 

—  At  St.  Luke's,  Old^trcet,  Pmhal 
White,  esq.  of  Clapham,  to  EHsa  Wil- 
son, youngest  sister  of  the  hithop  ef 
Calcutta. 

—  At  St.  John's,  Paddington,  Hoary 
Tremenhere,  esq.  of  the  MiMIe  Teospltf 
harrister-at-law,  to  El  in  Oiroline,  only 
daughter  of  Franeis  Pierard,  eaq.  Into 
district  judge  in  the  preaidonGy  of 
Bengal. 


MAY. 

4.  At  Brixham,  William  Froudo.e«|. 
second  son  of  the  fencrable  archdcaastt 
Froude,  to  Catherine  H.  G.  yooQgOil 
daughter  of  Arthur  H.  Holdtvorlh* 
esq.  of  Widdioombo  and  Brook-hlU, 
Devon. 

—   At  St«  Goofgo**}  Blooaabarfi 
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R.  H.  Graham  Foster  Pigott,  esq.  son  of 
the  late  colonel  Graham  F.  Pigott,  M.P. 
for  Kinross,  to  Elisa,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  late  colonel  Ogle,  of  Brixtable- 
lodge,  Surrey. 

—  At  Castlebar,  co.  Wexford,  the 
rev.  Yarburgh  Gamaliel  Lloyd,  incum- 
bent of  Rawclifie  and  Whitgifr,  co.  York, 
to  Editha,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  A.  W.  Lie  Hunte,  esq.  of  Artamont, 
CO.  Wexford. 

8.  At  White  Waltham,  Lambert,  son 
of  Charles  Pole,  esq.  of  Wyek-hill-house> 


House,  Somerset,  and  of  Turlougb,  co. 
Mayo,  Ireland,  to  Elizabeth  Harriot, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  rev.  S.  Wildman 
Yates,  vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Reading. 

Lately t  at  St»  George's,  Hanover^sq. 
Edmund  H.  K.  Jjacon,  esq.  eldest  r>on  of 
sir  E.  K.  Lacon,  bart.  of  Ormesby  Hall, 
Norfolk,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late 
James  £.  Haramet,  esq. 

22.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square} 
Major-gen.  sir  Edward  Bowater,  K.C.H. 
of  Hampton^court,  to  Emilia  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  late  Michael  Barne,  esq, 


Gloucestershire,  to  Anna,  daughter  of     of  Sotterly  and  Dunwiob,  Su(!blk. 


the  rev.  Henry  Po]e,of  Waltham-place, 
Berkshire. 

—  AtBaschurch,  Shropshire,  W.  W. 
E.  Wynne,  esq.  of  Peniarth,  Merioneth, 
to  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Robt.  AgU- 
onby  Slaney,  esq.  M.P.  of  Hatton-grange, 
and  Walford  Manor,  Salop. 

Lately,  at  St.  Clement  Danes,  Frede- 
rick, son  of  Joseph  Cripps,  M.P.  for 
Cirencester,  to  Laatitia,  daughter  of  the 


—  At  Cheltenham,  J.  de  Courcy 
Dashtvood,  esq.  R.  N.  son  of  sir  Charlea 
Dash  wood,  to  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
the  late  S.  G.  Barrett,  esq. 

—  At  Soberton,  Hants,  P.  Rainier, 
esq.  son  of  the  late  admiral  Rainier,  to 
Matilda,  daughter  of  col.  Newhouse^ 
late  R.  A. 

— *  At  Worfield,  Salop»  John  James, 
esq.  of  Newnham^  Gloucestershire,  to 


late  Gerard  Berkeley  Napier,  esq.  of  Charlotte,  daughter  of   captain    Wm. 

Pennard-house,  Somerset.  Pulteney  Dana,  of  Roughton  Hall,  and 

9.    At  Cheltenham,  the  rev*  Charles  grand-niece  to  the  late  lord  Kinnaiid. 

Ford,M*A .  brother  of  the  late  sir  Francis  23.     At  Alveston.  Warwickshire,  the 

Ford,  bart^  rector  of  Billingford,  Nor-  rev.  Florence  James  Weathered,  M.A. 

folk,  to  Catherine  Juliana,  eldest  dau.  vicar  of  Hurley,  Berks,  to  Esther  Ellen, 

of  the  late  Henry  Stuart,  esq.  of  Cotma-  daughterof  the  rev.  G.  H.  Peel,  of  Avon 

ton-house,  Sidmouth.  cliif,  Alveston. 

—    At  All  Souls'  Church,  Tjangham-  —    At  Monkstown,  Dublin,  the  rev. 

place,  captain  Francis  Hugh    George  Joseph  Dunnington,  M.A.  of  Thicket 

Seymour,  of  the  fusileer  guards,  eldest  Priory,  Yorkshire,  to   Anna  Mervyni^, 

son  of  captain  sir  George  Seymour,  R.N.  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  lieutenant- 

to  lady  Emily  Mary  Murray,  youngest  general   sir    Henry    Maghult   Mervin 

daughter  of  the  earl  of  Mansticld.  Faronsonn,  of  Spaldington,  and  Mel- 

11.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  bourne  Hall,  Yorkshire,  bart. 

John   Rowland  Smyth,  esq.  captain  in  25.    The  hon.  Mr.  Waldegrave,  bro- 

the  6th  dragoon  guards,   to  the  hon.  ther    to    earl   Waldegrave,    to     Miss 

Catherine  Alice  Abbott,  youngest  dau.  Braham,  eldest  daughter  of  the  veterau 

of  the  late  Lord  Tenterden.  vocalist. 

J  6.     At     Woriley,    near    Sheffield,  —    At  Southampton,  captain  Henry 

Joshua,  third  son  of  Joshua  Scbolefield,  E.  Doherty,  of  the  14th  light  dragoons. 


esq.  of  Birmingham,  M.P.   to  Susan, 
daughter  of  archdeacon  Corbett. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
the  hon.  Henry  Spencer  Law,  brother 
of  lord  EUenborough,  to  Dorothea 
Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  colonel  Roch- 
fort,  ofClogrenane,CarIow. 

—  At  Upton,  the  rev.  Robert  Pol- 
whcle|Incumb.  of  Penley,  Flintshire,  to 


to  Anne  Eliza,  second  daughter  of  sir 
Henry  Onslow,  bart. 

27*  At  Newtonbarry,  the  hon.  F. 
Savile,  R.A.  son  of  the  earl  of  Mezbo« 
rough,  to  Antonia,  daughter  of  the  rev. 
William  Archdall,  of  Tintern,  Wex- 
ford. 

28.  J.  S.  Shortt,  esq.  lieutenant  king's 
own,  son  of  the  late  lieutenant-colonel 


Emily  Christiana,  youngest  daughter  of  Shortt,  to Mary,daughterof  vice-admiral 

lieut.-colonel  Pigott,  of  Slevoy  Castle  sir  T.  Harvey,  K.C.B. of  Sheldon  Lodge, 

county  Wexford.  Kent* 

21.    At    St.    Michael's,   Highgate,  —    At  Clifton  Campville,  Stafford- 

H.  T*  G.  Fitzgerald,  esq.  only  surviving  shire,  sir  T.  G.  le  Marchant,  K.C.S.F. 

son  of  colonel  Fitzgerald,  of  Maperton  and  KtStCt  mt^or  99tb  regiment^  to  Mar* 
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garet  Anne,  third  daughter  of  the  rev. 
Jlobert  Taylor,  M.A.  rector  of  Clifton 
Campville. 

—  At  Marylebone,  J.  R.  Tennant, 
of  Chapel  House,  York,  esq.  to  Frances 
Mary,  second  dauu:hter  of  Matthew 
Wilson,  of  Esbton  Hall,  esq. 

29.  At  the  seat  of  the  lady's  family, 
in  Leicestershire,  the  duke  of  St.  Al- 
ban's  to  Miss  Gubbins,  daughter  of 
general  Gubbins. 

30.  At  Onngton,  Hants,  Frederick 
baron  Von  Zandt,  chamberlain  of  his 
majesty  the  King  of  Bavaria,  to  lady 
Dyer,  of  Oviugton,  widow  of  the  late 
lieutenant-general  sir  Thomas  Richard 
Dyer,  hart. 

Lately  f  William  John  Waldron,  esq. 
of  Balla  Lodge,  Mayo,  to  Louisa  dau. 
of  the  hon.  and  very  rev.  George  Gore, 
dean  of  Killala. 


JUNE. 

1.  At  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster, 
Charles  Hindley,  esq.  M.P.  to  Anne, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Richard  Fort, 
esq.  of  Read  Hall,  Tiancashire. 

--  At  Walcot,  Bath,  the  rev.  F.  Lut- 
trell  Moysey,  to  Arabella,  daughter  of 
the  hon.  John  Petty  Ward. 

At  Dublin,  the  hon.  S.  R.  M.ixwell, 
M.P.  for  Cavan,  to  Dorothea,  youngest 
daughter  of  baron  Pennefather. 

—  At  Lyonshall,  Robert,  son  of  the 
rev.  Joseph  Higgins,  rector  of  Eastnor, 
to  Maria  Augusta,  niece  of  the  late 
bishop  of  Killala,  and  second  daughter 
of  colonel  Joshua  Crosse,  K.  S.  F. 

4.  At  Gorhambury,  the  seat  of  the 
earl  of  Verulam,  the  earl  of  Clarendon 
to  the  lady  Catherine  Barham. 

—  At  LingAeld  Church,  Surrey,  the 
rev.  Thomas  Hamer,  to  Mary,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  general  Burton. 

—  At  Bode  Church,  Hampshire, 
Robert  Southey,  esq.  poet  laureate, 
D.C.L.  to  Caroline  Anne,  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Bowles,  esq.  of  Buck- 
land,  North  Lymington. 

—  At  St.  Mary's,  Bryanstone-square, 
captain  G.  Hamond,  son  of  the  late 
W.  P.  Hamond,  esq.  of  Haling-park, 
Surrey,  to  Mary,  third  daughter  of  the 
late  Li.  W.  Brouncker,  esq. 

5.  The  rev.  Charles  Currie,  vicar  of 
Tilney,  Norfolk,  to  Diana  Elizabeth, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  rev.  C.  E.  Isbam, 
rector  of  Polebrook;  co.  Northampton, 


—  Charles  J.  Helyar,  esq.  of  Pound- 
isford  Lodge,  Somerset,  to  Chariotte 
Anne,  youngeat  daughter  of  general 
Michel,  of  Dewltsh  Houk,  Dorset* 

6.  At  Milliken  House,  Renfreirshin, 
Robert  Speir,  esq.,  son  oif  Robert  Speir, 
esq.,  of  Burnbrae,  to  Mary  Milliken 
Napier,  eldest  daughter  of  sir  William 
Milliken  Napier,  of  Milliken  and  Na- 
pier, bart. 

—  At  St.  Marj's,  Bryanstone-square, 
Ambrose  Crawley,  esq.  E.LCS.,  to  Co* 
rinna,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Boys,  esq.,  of 
Hawkhurst,  Kent. 

11.  At  St.  James's,  captain  Flower, 
Bengal  army,  to  Julia,  eldest  daughter 
of  major  Forester,  and  grand-daoghler 
of  the  duke  of  Cleveland. 

12.  At  Stow-on-the-Wold,GIoace8ter- 
shire,  the  rev.  L.  E.  Dryden,  vicar  of 
Leke  Wotton,  Warwick,  the  eldest  sur- 
viving son  of  the  late  sir  John  Dryden, 
hart.,  of  Canons  Ashby,  Northamptonsh. 
to  Emily,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  R.  F. 
Vavasour,  rector  of  Stow^on- the- Wold. 

13.  At  Banford,  G.  C.  Healey,  esq^ 
of  Little  Limber  Grange,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  to  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter 
of  John  Henton,  esq.  M.P.  of  Crinible 
House,  Lancashire. 

18.  AtSt.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
Sir  Joseph  Henry  Hawley,  of  Leybourne 
Grange,  Kent,  hart.,  to  Sarah  Diana, 
third  daughter  ofgen.  sir  John  Ciosbie, 
G.  C.  H.  of  Watergate,  Sussex. 

—  At  Paris,  John  Lees,  esq.,  eldest 
son  of  the  rev.  sir  H.  Lees,  bart.  of 
Blackrock,  Dublin,  to  Maria  Sullivan, 
granddau.  to  the  late  sir  R.  Sullivan,  bart. 

—  At  All  Souls',  Langbam-plao^, 
Charles  Knox,  esq.,  only  son  of  colonel 
Knox,  of  Rappa  Castle,  Mayo,  to  the 
lady  Louis  Browne,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  marquess  of  Sligo. 

—  At  Fakenham,  Suffolk,  Henry 
Wilson,  esq.,  of  Stowlangtoft  Hall,  to 
Caroline,  only  daughter  of  the  late  lord 
Henry  Fitz-Roy,  and  niece  of  the  duke 
of  Grafton. 

19.  AtSt.Mary'8,  Bryanstone-iquare, 
Lord  Fitzalan,  eldest  son  of  the  earl  of 
Surrey  and  grandson  of  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  to  Augusta  M.  M.  C.  Lyons, 
daughter  of  sir  Edmund  Lyons,  K.C.H. 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  king  of 
Greece. 

22.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover*sqnarei 
Joseph  Bailey,  jun.  esq.  M.P.,  eldest  son 
of  Joseph  Bailey,  esq.  M.P.,  of  Glanuek 
Fark|  Brecoosbirei  to  £H»betb  Mary^ 
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only  child  of  W.  C.  Russell,  Esq.,  of 
Leamington,  high  sheriff  for  the  county 
of  Worcester;  and  at  the  same  time, 
James  Greenfield,  esq.,  of  Rydd-Gaer, 
Anglesea,  high-sheriffof  the  same  county, 
to  Margaret,  second  daughter  of  Joseph 
Bailey,  esq.  M.P. 

24.  At  St.  Dunstan's-in-the-west, 
W.  R.  Ellis,  esq.  M.A.  of  the  Jnner 
Temple,  barrister-at-law,  only  son  of 
sir  William  C.  Ellis,  M.D.  of  Southall 
Park,  Middlesex,  to  Harriet  Warner, 
only  daughter  of  J.  S.  Elliott,  esq.,  of 
Denmark-hill,  Camberwell. 

25.  At  St.  Giles-in-the-Belds,  the 
rev.  G.  A.  Selwyn,  fellow  of  St.  John's 
college,  Cambridge,  to  Sarah  Harriet, 
only  daughter  of  sir  John  Richardson, 
late  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas. 

Lately,  At  Littlebredy,  Dorset,  the 
rev.  J.  H.  Woodward,  of  St.  James's, 
Bristol,  to  Olivia,  daughter  of  the  rev. 
J.W.  Cunningham,  vicar  of  Harrow-on- 
tbe-bill. 

—  At  Norwich,  E.  Baker,  esq.,  son 
of  sir  R.  Baker,  of  Montague- place, 
Russell-square,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
S.  Baker,  esq.  of  Knapton,  Norfolk. 

25.  At  Knole,  in  Kent,  the  earl  Am- 
herst to  Mary,  countess  dowager  of 
Plymouth. 

26.  At  Leamington, the  earlofBuchan 
to  Caroline  Rose,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Maxwell,  esq.  of  Harley-st. 

27.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover,8quare, 
the  rev.  R.  L.  Cotton,  D.D.,  Provost  of 
Worcester  college,  Oxford,  to  Charlotte 
Bouverie,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
hon.  Philip  Pusey. 

—  At  Moness  House,  Aberfeldy, 
Perthshire,  W.  H.  Unwin,  Esq.,  of  Sut- 
ton, Nottinghamshire,  to  Sarah  Rosanna 
Small,  of  Bedford-place,  Russell-square, 
daughter  of  the  late  Alex.  Small,  esq. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
the  lord  bishop  of  Salisbury  to  Louisa, 
second  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Ker 
Seymour,  esq.,  of  Hanford,  in  the  county 
of  Dorset. 


JULY. 

4.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
Francis  Bacon,  esq.  barrister-at-law,  to 
Fanny  H.  S.  only  daughter  of  Horace 
Twiss,  esq.  queen^s  counsel. 

6.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover- square, 
the  hon.  Mr.  Vanneckj  eldest  son  of 


lord  Huntingfield,  to  Miss  Arcedecktie, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Arcedeckne,  esq. 

8,  At  Putney  Church,  Sir  John  Mur- 
ray Na8myth,bart.  of  Peebles-shire,  N.B. 
to  the  hon.  Eleanor  Powys,  second  dau. 
of  the  late  and  sister  of  the  present  lord 
Lilford. 

10.  At  Pitfirrane,  Fife,  Robert  H.  S. 
Jackson,  esq.,  second  son  of  the  late 
lieut.-general  Jackson,  to  Elizabeth, 
youngest  daughter  of  admiral  Sir  Peter 
Halkett,  of  Pithrane,  bart.  6.C.H. 

—  At  St.  George's  Church,  Sir  Thos. 
Whichcote,  bart«  to  Miss  Beckett,  niece 
of  Sir  John  Beckett. 

—  At  Betch worth,  Surrejj  the  rev. 
Edward  Hoare  to  Maria,  only  daughter 
of  sir  Bei^amin  C.  Brodie,  bart. 

—  At  St.  George  the  Martyr,  Charles 
Rivington,  esq.,  of  Queen-street,  to 
Emily,  second  daughter  of  W.  C.  Mylne, 
esq.  of  New  River  Head. 

12.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
T.  A.  W.  Parker,  esq.  M.P.  for  Oxford- 
shire and  son  of  the  hon.  col  Parker,  of 
Ensham  Hall,  in  the  same  county,  to 
Henrietta,  youngestdaughterofEdmond 
Turnor,  esq.,  of  Stoke  Rochford  and 
Pan  ton,  in  Lincolnshire. 

16.  At  Ardwick,  near  Manchester, 
Edwin  Chadwick,  esq.  of  the  Inner  Tem- 
ple, sec.  to  the  poor-law  commission,  to 
Rachel  Dawson,  fifth  daughter  of  John 
Kennedy,  esq.,  of  Ardwick  House. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover- square, 
Henry  William  des  Vceux,  esq.,  only  son 
of  sir  Charles  des  Voeux,  bart.  to  the 
lady  Sophia  Greisley,  widow  of  the  late 
sir  Roger  Greisley,  bart.  and  daughter 
to  the  late  earl  of  Coventry. 

—  At  Edgehill,  Liverpool,  Patrick 
Chalmers,  esq.  M.P.,  Auldbar,  Forfar- 
shire, to  Jesse  Anna  Letitta,  widow  of 
the  late  T.  T.  Vernon,  esq.,  of  Hanbury 
Hall,  Worcestershire. 

18.  At  York,  the  hon.  John  Jocelyn  to 
Emily,  second  dau.  of  Henry  Tbompsooi 
esq.,  of  Holgate  Lodge. 

—  At  St.  James's  Church,  F.  G« 
Campbell,  esq.,  of  Troup  House,  Banff- 
shire, and  Glenlyon,  Perthshire,  to 
Georgina  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  W.  P.  Brigstock,  esq.  M.P. 

—  Sir  Robert  H.  Kennedy,  K.C.  H. 
to  Anna  Maria,  widow  of  the  late  Robert 
Hillingsford,esq. 

20.  At  Blunham,  James  E.  Everard» 
esq.,  of  Congham,  Norfolk,  to  Emma 
Isabella,  youngest  daughter  of  sir  Peter 
Paynei  bart.  yof  Blunbam  House,  Beds, 
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—  At  St.  Mary's,  Bryanstone-square,  of  William  Inneii  esq.  of  Rftemoir,  to 
William  Fletcher^  esq.  commaDcler  in  Helen-Cbrlstiao^  daughter  of  ThomM 
the  East  India  Service,  to  Mary  Harriet,  Burnett,  esq.,  advocate. 

eldest  daughter  of  Geo.  Henri,  Vicomte  —  At  Debden-hall,  W.  T.Croabie, 

D'Amboise.  esq.,  Ardfert  Abbey,  Kemri  to  Sumii 

—  At  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Newbury,  Ann,  third  daughter  of  the  boo.  L.M.  P. 
Isabella  Caroline  Downing,  daughter  of  Burrell. 

the  late  capt.  Dotvning  and  of  Mrs.  30.  At  St.  Mary's,  Bryanstone-tquare, 

D'Arcy  Irvine,  of  Castle  Irvine,  to  the  the  rev.  lord  Arthur  Henrey,  to  Plitience, 

rev.  A.  H.  Glasse,  domestic  chaplain  to  eldest  daughter  of  John  Singleton,  etq. 

H.R.H.  the  duke  of  Cambridge.  — -  At  Watford,  Herta,  the  viaemint 

23.  At  St.  George's,  Ilanover-aquare,  Newry  and  Mome,  aon  of  the  earl  of 
the  rev.  James  Bedingfeld,  rector  of  Kilmorey,  to  Anne  Amelia,  eldest  daa. 
Bedingfeld,  Suffolk,  to  the  hon.  Frances,  of  genend  the  hon.  sir  Cbariei  Gol- 
youngcst  daughter  of  the  late  and  sister  ville,  G.C.B. 

of  the  present  lord  Henniker.  31 .  At  Tunbridge,  the  rev.  R.  W. 

24.  At  Leamington,  George  Acklom,  Browne,  M.A^  fellow  of  St  John's  Col- 
esq.,  second  son  of  lieut.-colonel  Acklom,  lege,  Oxford,  &c.,  to  Caroline  Bimdibrd, 
to  Marianne,  eldest  daughter  of  Robert  eldest  daughter  of  the  rev.  air  Cbaries 
Fellowes,  esq.,  of  Shottesham  Pftrk,  Hardinge,  bart.,  of  Boandea  Fnrk, 
Norfolk.  Kent. 

—  At  Calcutta,  W.  B.  Jackson,  esq.,  —  At  Southampton,  John  Coltsmann, 
son  of  the  late  sir  John  Jackson,  bare,  esq.,  of  Flesk  Castle,  Kerry,  to  Catht- 
M.P.,  to  Maria,  eldest  daughter  of  rine,  seeood  daughter  of  the  late  Jamoi 
]ieut.-col.  D'Aguilar,  of  the  hon.  E.I.C.S.  Langdale,  esq.  of  Lavender-hill,  Soney. 

25.  At  St.  James's  Church,  the  hon.  Lately*  At  Kilmore,  Robert IL  Soath- 
George  Ponsonby  O'Callaghan,  second  well,  esq.,  of  Castle  Hamilton,  to  Char- 
son  of  viscount  Lismore,  to  Mary,  second  lotte,  widow  of  F.  L.  Saville,  esq.,  of 
daughter  of  J.  G.  Norbury,  esq.  Tickhill,  daughter  of  the  bishop  of  Kil- 

—  At  St.  George^s,  Hanover-square,  more. 
Edward  Sivewright,  capt.  12th  lancers, 

to  Fanny  Page,  eldest  daughter  of  sir 

John  Crosbie,  G.C.H.,  of  Watergate,  AUGUST. 

Sussex. 

—  At  St.  James's,  Piccadilly,  Henry  1*  At  Kelvedon,  Essex,  br  tbe  bishop 
L'Estrange  Styleman  L' Estrange,  esq.,  of  London,  the  rev.  John  frere,  rector 
of  Hunstanton  Hall,NorfoIk,to  Jamesina,  of  Cottenham,  and  one  of  his  lordship's 
youngestdaughierof  John  Stewart,  esq.,  domestic  chaplains,  to  Jane,  second 
of  Belladrum,  CO.  Inverness.  daughter  of  the  rev.  Charles  DnltoOy 

At  St.  John's  Chapel,    Edinburgh,  vicar  of  Kelvedon. 

Roderick  Charles  Maedonald,  esq.  of  — *  J«G.  Phi Uimore,  esq.,  eldest  son  of 

Castle  Tioram,  to  Elisabeth,  daughter  JosephPhillimore,e6q.,  D.C.L.,  toRosn^ 

of  the  late  Glengarry.  lind  Margaret,  second  danchter  of  J.  L. 

—  At  All  Souls',  Marylebonc,  and  at  Knight  Bruce,  esq.,  one  of  her  majesty's 
the  French  chapel,  the  count  de  Mont  counsel. 

iU»al,  to  Theodosia,  daughter  of  Samuel  3.  At  St.  George's,    Hanover-square, 

Crawley,  esq.  M.P.  the  rev .  George  Mathias,  B.A.,  St.  iohn% 

26.  At  Bangor,  Ireland,  J.  H.  Ward,  College,  Cambridfce,  to  Charkitte  Jnncy 
esq.,  commander  R.N. ,  son  of  tbe  late  eldest  daughter  of  Ed  ward  Fletcheryeeq.^ 
right  hon.  Robert  Ward,  of  Bangor  Corsock,  Dumfriesshire. 

Castle,  to  the  hon.   Elizabeth  Dorcas  7*  At  Randolph  Crescent,  Edinbuigfa, 

Blackwood,  daughter  of  lord  Duffarin  Archibald  Gerard,  esq.,  of  Roclisoles,  to 

and  Clandeboy.  Euphemia,  eldest  dangbter  of  air  John 

29.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  Robison,  K.H. 

Algernon  C.  Percy,  eldest  son  of  the  10.  Tbe  prince  di  S^  Anti mo,  to Stnh 

bishop  of  Carlisle,    to    Emily,   eldest  Louisa,  youngest  daughter  of  the  kle 

daughter  of  the  late  right  rev.  R.  Heber,  admiral  sir  Richard  Stradian. 

bishop  of  Calcutta.  —  At  Woolbeking,  Snsacx,  Sydney  A. 

—  At  Keppleston,  near  Aberdeen,  CapeU  esq^  of  the  18th  royal  lanoeriy  to 
Thomas  Innes,  esq^  advocate,  second  8on  the  lady  Emily  FitxhardiBgi  Berkekfi 
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youngest  daughter  of  the  late  earlBerke* 
ley. 

—  At  Dublin,  John  Deane,  esq., 
eldest  son  of  sir  Thomas  Deane,  ofDun- 
danion,  Cork,  to  Catherinei  only  dau.  of 
George  W.  Creighton,  esq. 

12.  The  duke  de  Rovigo,  to  Miss 
Stamer,  the  heiress  of  Camel ly. 

14.  At  Elstree,  Henry  Alexander, 
esq.,  son  of  the  lord  bishop  of  Meath, 
to  the  hon.  Lousia  Juliana  Knox,  dau. 
of  viscount  Northland. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover- square, 
the  hon.  Frederick  Dudley  Ryder,  third 
son  of  the  earl  of  HatTowby,  to  Marian 
Charlotte  Emily,  only  child  of  Thomas 
Cockayne,  esq.,  of  Ickleford  House,  near 
Hitchen,  Herts. 

15,  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
the  rev.  lord  Charles  Hervey,  son  of 
the  marquess  of  Bristol,  to  lady  Harriot 
Ryder,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Har- 
roiTby. 

-.-  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
W,  H.  Ashurst,  esq.,  of  VVaterstoek, 
Oxon,  to  lady  Mill,  widow  of  sir  Charles 
Mill,  bart.,  of  Bury  House,  Hants. 

—  At  Portsea,  the  rev.  Lancelot .C. 
L.  BrentoD,  only  son  of  rear-admiral 
sir  Jahleel  Brenton,  bart.,  K.C.B.,  to 
Anna  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  major- 
general  Chester. 

—  AtDublin,  Edward  O'Brien,  third 
son  of  the  late  sir  Edward  O'Brien,  of 
Drumoland,  Clare,  bart.,  to  Louise,  dau. 
of  the  late  J.  H.  Massey  Dawson,  esq., 
of  Ballinacourte,  Tipperary. 

—  At  Charlton  Kings,  the  rev.  George 
Royds  Birch,  of  Paris,  to  Sophia,  fourth 
daughter  of  sir  Williain  Russell,  bart., 
of  Charlton  Park,  Gloucestershire. 

20.  At  Theydon  Mount  Church, 
Essex,  G.  W.  Gill,  e«q.,  son  of  the  late 
William  Gill,  e8q.,of  Wraysbury,  Bucks, 
to  Anne  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of 
sir  Edwurd  Bowyer  Sunitb,  bart,  of  Hill 
Hall,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

21.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
by  his  father  the  rev.  sir  William  Mor- 
lay,  of  Hill-head,  North  Britain,  bart., 
Robert  Murray,  esq.,  to  Susan  Catherine 
Saunders,  widow  of  Adolphus  Cotton 
Murray,  esq.,  and  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Murray,  esq.,  eonunissary 'general, 
of  Ardeley  Bury,  Herts. 

26«  At  Mark>w,  captain  Bishop  Cul« 
peper,  to  Alicia  Cliarlotte,  eldest  dau. 
of  colonel  sir  Robert  W.  Clayton,  bart., 
M.P. 

—  At  Canterbury  Cathedral,  by  bis 


grace  the  archbishop,  major  Hutchin- 
son, eldest  son  of  lieut.*general  sir  W. 
Hutchinson,  K.C.H.,  to  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  the  rev.  Dr.  Russell,  prel)en- 
dary  of  Canterbury  and  rector  of  St. 
Botolph's. 

27.  At  Acton,  Frederick  Clinton, 
third  son  of  lieut.-general  and  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Munday,  to  Juliana,  youngest 
dau.  of  the  rev.  W.  Antrobus,  rector  of 
Acton. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  the  rev.  Charles 
Busbe,  second  son  of  the  right  hon* 
the  chief-justice  of  Ireland,  to  Emme- 
line  Egerton,  second  daughter  of  capt. 
sir  Josiah  Coghill,  bart.,  R.N.,  of  Belve- 
dere House,  Dublin. 

28.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover«square, 
B.  D'fsraell,  esq.,  M.P.,  of  Bniden- 
ham,  Bucks,  to  Mrs.  Wyndham  Lewie, 
of  Grovsenor-gate,  and  Pantgwynlais, 
Glamorganshire. 

—  At  Frankfort,  Charles,  Benjamin 
r^e,  esq.,  of  the  Abbey,  Knarcsborougb, 
Yorkshire,  to  the  hon.  Mary  Stuart, 
third  dau.  of  general  the  lord  Forbes; 
and  at  the  same  time,  the  baron  Ernest 
de  Poellnitz,  to  the  hon.  Isabella  Drum- 
mond,  tifth  daughter  of  lord  Forbes. 

29.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
H.  P.  Gordon,  esq.,  to  lady  Mary  Ash- 
burnham,  youngest  daughter  of  tbe  late 
earl  of  Ashburnham. 

—  At  Marlborough  Church,  Devon, 
George  Howard  Vyse,  esq.,  captain  2d 
life  guards,  to  Lizzy,  sixth  daughter  of 
the  late  rear-admiral  sir  Michael  Sey- 
mour, bart.,  K.C.B. 

—  At  Walton  Park,  Kirkcudbright- 
shire, Boyd  Macdonald,  esq.,  Glasgow, 
to  Anne  Cunningham,  second  daughter 
of  major  James  Campbell,  of  Walton 
Park,  Bucks,  H.E.I.C.S. 

31.  At  Brompton,  John  Dangerfield, 
esq.,  of  Connaught-square,  to  FraDces 
Susanah,  youngest  daughter  of  tbe  faite 
Waller  Trevelyan,  esq.,  of  Netber- 
witton  Hall,  Northumberland,  grand- 
daughter of  the  late  sir  G.  Trevelyao, 
bart. 

Laiefy.  At  Edinburgh,  Ibe  rev.  R. 
W.  Stewart,  of  Enkine,  to  Grabam, 
daughter  of  lord  Cockbum. 


SEPTEMBER. 

2.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-sqiiare^ 
lord  KilmaiDe  to  Marr,  dbogbter  of  tbe 
boo*  C«  £•  LftF,  reoorocff  of  Loiidoii. 
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3.    At  OddingtoD,    Gloucestershire,     daughter  of  Isaac  CookaoOyesq.!  of  Mel* 

don  Park,  Northumberland. 


the  Rev.  Edward  Bankes,  chaplain  in 
ordinary  to  her  majesty,  prebendary  of 
Gloucester  and  Bristol,  and  rezU.y  of 
Corfe  Castle,  Dorsetshire,  to  Miss 
Maria  Rice,  third  daughter  of  the  lion, 
and  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Gloucester. 

—  At  the  Royal  Chapel,  Whitehall, 
John  Cotes,  esq.,  of  Grosvenor-street,  to 
lady  Louisa  Harriet  Jenkinson,  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Liverpool. 

4.  At  St.  Martin's-in  the-fields,  cap- 
tain Charles  Stuart,  of  the  grenadier 
guards,  to  Georgiana,  eldest  dati;r|]ter 
of  the  late  vice-admiral  sir  John  Gore, 
and  maid  of  honour  to  her  majesty  the 
queen  dowager. 

5.  At  St.  John's  Paddington,  by  the 
rev.  St.  Vincent  Beechey,  William  Nel- 
son Beechcy,  esq.,  to  Maria,  second 
daughter  of  J.  W.  Liddiard,  esq.,  of 
Hyde  Park-street. 

7.  At  Trinity  Church.  Marylebone, 
the  rev.  Spencer  Thornton,  son  of 
Claude  George  Thornton,  esq.,  of  Mar- 
den-bill,   Hcrt?,   to    Caroline,  seventh 


17.  At  Lyons,  Ireland,  the  hoo.  Ed* 
ward  Lawless,  sou  of  lord  Cloncarrj,  to 
Miss  Kirwan,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
John  Kirwan,  esq.,  of  Castle  Hacket, 
county  Galway. 

18.  At  St.  Marylebone  Church,  Daniel 
Higford  Burr,  esq.,  M.  P.,  of  Gayton, 
Herefordshire,  to  Anne  Blargaretta, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  captain  Ed- 
ward Scol>ell,  R.  N.,  of  Pdtair  House, 
Cornwall,  and  of  Dorset- square. 

—  At  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster, 
commander  R.  F.  Cleaveland,  R.  N.,  to 
Sophia,  fifth  daughter  of  the  late  rev. 
Hubert  Oakeley,  D.  D.,  of  Oakeley, 
Salop. 

—  At  Claydon,  Suffolk,  the  rev. 
Henry  W.  Lloyd,  M.  A.,  vicnrof  Cbolsey, 
and  rector  of  Moulsford,  Berkshire,  to 
Georgiana,  daughter  of  the  rev.  Richard 
Etough,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Claydon  and 
Akenbam,  and  vicar  of  Crozton-Kerrial 
and  Stonesby,  Leicestei  shire. 

19.  At    Wilton   Church,    the  hon. 


daughter  of  James  du  Pre,  esq.,  of  Wil-     Thomas  Vesey,  eldest  son  of  viscount 


ton  Park,  Bucks. 

10.  At  Romsey,  the  rev.  William 
Vaux,  prel>endary  of  Winchester,  and 
vicar  of  Romsey,  to  Elizabeth  Jane, 
eldest  daughter  of  rear-admiral  sir  J. 
M^entworth  Loring,  C.  B.  and  K.  C.  H. , 
of  Lee  House,  Romsey. 


de  Vesci,  to  the  lady  Emma  Herbert, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  earl  of 
Pembroke. 

21.  At  Kilnasum,  Charles  Henry 
Monsell,  esq.,  second  son  of  the  arch- 
deacon of  Derry,  to  Harriet,  third 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  Edward  0*Brien, 


Lately.  The  hon.Craven  Fitzhardinge     hart.,  of  Dromoland,  Clare. 
Berkeley,  M.  P.,  youngest  son  of  the        23.  Charles,  eldest  son  of  sir  Charles 
late  earl  of  Berkeley,  to  the  hon.  Mrs.     Wolseley,  hart.,  of  Wolseley  Hall,  Staf- 


Talbot. 

—  At  St.  George's  Hanover-square, 
C.  J.  Tottenham,  esq.,  of  the  2d  life 
guards,  eldest  son  of  the  lord  Robert 
Tottenham,  bishop  of  Clogher,  to  the 


ford,  to  Mary  Ann,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  late  Nicholas  Selby,  esq.,  of  Actoa 
House,  Middlesex. 

24.  At  St.  George's  Hanover-square, 
Samuel  Appleton    Appleton,   esq.,  of 


hon.  Isabella  Maude,  daughter  of  vis-  Boston,    in    America,   to   Julia,  only 

count  Ha  warden.  daughter  of  the  hon;  Daniel  Webster^ 

—  Edward  Lake,  esq.,  lieut.  R.  N.,  of  Boston,  senator  of  the  United  States, 

son  of  the  late  sir  James  Lake,  hart.,  of  28.  At  Hindlip,   Worcestershire,  R. 

Ramsgate,  to  Clara,  daughter  of  sir  W.  More  O'Ferral,  esq.,  M.  P.,  county  Kil- 

Johnston,  hart.,  of  Hilltown,  Aberdeen-  dare,  to  Matilda,  third  daughter  of  via- 

shire.  count  Southwell. 

II.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square. 


James  Bonar,  esq.,  of  Kimmerghame, 
Berwickshire,  to  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  hon.  sir  Patrick  Murray, 
hart.,  of  Ochtertyre,  Perthshire,  one  of 
the  barons  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in 
Scotland. 

—  At  Meldon,  Sydney  Strpatfield, 
major  of  the  52d  regiment,  second  son 


OCTOBER. 

2.  Reginald  Curteis,  esq.,  of  Wind* 
mill-hill,  Sussex,  to  Mary  Frances, 
eldest  daughter  of  Lawrence  Reyooldsi 
esq.,  of  Paxton  Hall. 

—  At  Boldon,  Durham,  Calverley, 


of  the  late  Richard  Streatfield,  esq.,  of    eldest  son  of  the  rev.  Calverley  John 
the  Rocks,  Sussex,  to  Scirah  Jane,  third    Bewicke«  of  Halkton  Hall,  Leioetter- 
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sLire,  to  Amelia,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  rev.  W.  J.  Hollings worth,  rector  of 
Boldon. 

.3.  At  the  Cathedral, Bombay,  George 
PoUexfen,  esq.,  to  Frances  £leanor, 
second  daughter  of  Thomas  Dickens, 
esq.,  of  Kilburn  Priory,  Kilburn. 

5.  At  Trinity  Church,  Upper  Chelsea, 
vicomte  de  Chabannes,  to  Grace,  third 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Maitland, 
esq.,  of  Eccles,  in  the  county  of 
Dumfries. 

7.  M.  Jules  Avigdor,  of  Nice,  to 
Emily  eldest  daughter  of  A.  A.  Gold- 
smid,  esq.,  of  Cavendish-square. 

10.  At  Cheshunt  Church,  Richard 
Arabin,  esq.,  only  son  of  Mr.  Sergeant 
Arabin,  of  Highbeech,  to  Elizabeth 
Mar)',  eldest  daughter  of  sir  Henry 
Meux,  of  Theobald's-park,  Herts. 

—  At  Beaumaris,  Wales,  Hugh 
Beaver,  of  Glyngarth,  Anglesea,  to 
Isabella  Janet,  third  daughter  of  sir 
Duncan  Campbell,  bart.,  ofBarialdine 
and  Glenure,  Argyleshire. 


Edward  Sherlock  Gooch,  esq.,  eldest 
SOD  of  sir  Thomas  S.  Gooch,  bart.,  of 
Benacre  Hail,  Suffolk,  to  Harriet,  third 
daughter  of  James  J.  Hope,  Vere,  esq., 
ofCraigiehall,  N.  B. 

—  At  St.  George's  Hanover-square, 
George  Price,  esq.,  son  of  the  late  sir 
Rose  Price,  of  Trcngwainton,  Cornwall, 
to  the  hou.  Emily  Valentina  Plunkett, 
only  daughter  of  the  right  hon.  lord 
Dun«any. 

—  At  All  Souls,  Marylebone,  John 
Edvvardes  Lyall,  esq.,  to  Julia,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  S.  Davis,  esq.,  of 
Portland-place. 

19.  At  Dublin,  Thomas  Ward,  esq., 
of  Belfast,  to  Harrielte,  youngest 
daughter  of  general  Hojd,  aide-de- 
camp to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Orange. 

20.  At  the  Cathedral  Peterborough, 
the  rev.  Marsham  Argles,  to  Julia,  the 
second  daughter  of  the  bishop  of  Peter- 
borough. 

22.  At  the  Hotel  of  the  British  em- 


—  Francis  H.  Goldsmid,  esq.,  of  bassy  at  Paris,  Madelina  Augusta  Orle- 
Lincoln's-inn, to  Louisa-Sophia, daughter  bar,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Richard 
of  M.  A.  Goldsmid.  esq.,  of  Gloucester-     Orlebar,  esq.,  of  Hinwick  House,  Bed- 


place. 

14.  At  Milverton,  John  Maxwell,  esq., 
only  son  of  sir  John  Maxwell,  of  Polloc, 
bart.,  to  the  lady  Matilda  Harriet 
Bruce,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Elgin. 

15.  At  St.  George's  Hanover-square, 
the  right  hon. Thomas  Frankland  Lewis, 


fordshire,  to  M.  le  vicomte  de  Belle- 
Isle. 

—  At  Hanmer,  lord  Charles  Lennox 
Kerr,  brother  of  the  marquess  of 
Lothian,  to  Miss  Hanmer,  sister  of  lir 
John  Hanmer,  bart. 

24.  At  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster, 


to  Marianne,  only  surviving  daughter  of     George    Bogle,    esq.,    of    Rosemount, 


the  late  John  Ashton,  esq. 

•—  At  Gibraltar,  the  hon.  D.  W. 
Pel  ham,  second  son  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  earl  of  Yarborough,  com.  of 
H.  M.  S.  Wasp,  to  Madelina,  daughter 
of  captain  sir  John  Gordon  Sinclair,  of     the  hon.  Mr*  Baron  Gumey,  to  Mary, 


Ayrshire,  to  Janet,  daughter  of  Ar- 
chibald Buchanan,  esq.,  of  Catrine 
Bank. 

—   At  Edinburgh,   the  rev.  J.   H. 
Gurney,  of  Lutterworth,  eldest  son  of 


Stevenson,  Haddingtonshire,  N.  B., 
barf. 

—  At  St.  Marylebone  Church,  the 
rev.  Richard  Croft,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  sir  Richard  Croft,  bart.,  to  Charlotte 
Leonora,  elder  daughter  of  the  late 
lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Russell,  of  the 
Madras  Cavalry. 

16.  At  Waltham,  by  the  rev.  W.  B. 


eldest  daughter  of  the  rev.  Henry  Grey, 
minister  of  St.  Mary's,  Edinburgh. 

—  At  Cork,  W.  Westwood  Chafy, 
esq.,  of  Covington  House,  Cambridge- 
shire, to  Annette,  dan.  of  the  bishop 
of  Cork,  Cloyne,  and  Ross. 

29.  At  Blair  Drummond,  Lord  Glen- 
lyon,  to  Miss  Home  Drummond. 

30.  At    Llanfair   DyfTryn    Clwydd, 


Pole,  George  Smith,  eldest  son  of  C.  G.     James  Goodrich,    esq.,    eldest  son    of 


Thornton,  esq.,  of  Marden-hill,  Herts, 
to  Agnes,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
rev.  Henry  Pole,  of  Waltham-place, 
Berks. 

17.  At  St.  Leonard's,  Henry  Taylor, 


William  Goodrich,  esq.,  of  Maisemore 
Court,  Gloucestershire,  to  Mary,  only 
child  of  major  Miles  Wynne,  of  Eyarth 
House,  Denbighshire. 
—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 


esq.,    to    the    hon.    Theodosia   Alice,    general  J.  P.  Henderson,  minister  from 
youngest  daughter  of  lord  Monteagle.         Texas,  to  Frances,  second  daughter  of 
—  At  St.  George's  Hanover.square,    John  Cox,  esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 


302       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1839. 


NOVEMBER. 


MARRIAGES. 


4.  At  Wrexham,  R.  Smith,  esq.,  son 
of  R.  Smith,  eiq.,  of  Capenhurst  House, 
Cheshire,  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  the 
hon.  and  rev.  A.  H.  Cathcart,  vicar  of 
Kippax,  Yorkshire. 

12.  At  Bhooj,  East  Indies,  lieut.  J. 
P.  Major,  to  Cecilia,  youngest  sister  of 
lieut.-col.  sir  Alexander  Burnes,  re- 
sident at  Candahar. 

—  At  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  Walter 
Richard,  only  son  of  Mr.  and  lady 
Georgiana  Barnes,  to  Christiana  Isa- 
bella, eldest  daughter  of  the  late  J.  K. 
Douglas  William,  esq.,  of  Twyford 
Abbey,  Middlesex. 

—  At  Fran t,  captain  William  0*Crady 
Haly,  second  son  of  Aylmer  Haly,  e^^q., 
of  Wadburst  Castle,  Sussex,  to  Har- 
riette  Craven,  only  daughter  of  Robert 
Hebden,  esq.,  of  Ely  Grange,  in  the 
same  county. 

20.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
Richard  Verity,  esq.,  M.  D.,  of  Dean 
Lodgre,  near  Kimbolton,  to  Susan  Wer- 
den,  daughter  of  admiral  sir  Henry 
Baynton,  G.  C.  B. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
Gustavo  Gaggiotti,  esq.,  of  Rome,  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  F.  Bar- 
ham,  esq.,  and  niece  of  the  earl  of 
Thanet. 

26.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
the  rev.  II.  C.  Dillon,  D.  D.,  to  Frances 
Charlotte,  eldes^t  daughter  of  tiie 
late  Thomas  Rumball,  esq.,  of  Bushy, 
Herts. 

—  At  Epping  Church,  Richard  J, 
Eaton,  esq.,  M.  1*.,  eldest  son  of  Richard 
Eaton,  e?q.,  of  Stetch  worth  Park,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, to  Charlotte  Elizabeth, 
second  daughterof  Henry  John  Conyers, 
esq.,  of  Copped  Hall,  Essex. 

—  At  Langham  Church,  Calverley 
R.Bewicke,  of  Barsham  House,  Suffolk, 
to  Emma^  eldest  daughter,  of  the  rev. 
Calverley  J.  Bewicke,  of  Hnliaton  Hall, 
Leicestershire. 

—  At  Medomslcy  Church,  the  rev. 
Charles  Carr,  fourth  son  of  the  late  John 
Carr,  esq.,  of  Dunstan-hill,  Durham,  to 
Elizabeth,  second  surviving  daughter 
of  the  late  Anthony  Surtces,  esq.,  of 
Hamsterley  Hall,  in  the  same  county. 

Lately,  At  Calcutta,  Leopold  J.  H. 
Grey,  esq.,  civil  service,  eldest  surviving 
son  of  the  late  bishop  of  Hereford,  to 
Wilhelmina,  daughter  of  the  late  Mat- 
thew Law,  esq. 


•*  At  Berhampore,  Wm*  Alexander, 
esq.,  civil  service,  to  Manr  Grey,  daa. 
of  the  late  bishop  of  Hereford. 


DECEMBER. 

3.  At  Bedfont  Church,  R.H.  Douglas, 
esq.,  son  of  commodore  Douglas,  to  Blary 
Selina,  daughter  of  Captain  R.  Langdow, 
of  Hatton,  Middlesex. 

9.  At  Abinger,  Surrey,  M.  A.  Sau« 
rin,  esq.,  youngest  son  of  the  late 
right  hon.  W.  Saurin,  to  Ann  Maria, 
relict  of  R.  M.  Poore,  esq.,  of  Coombe, 
Wilts. 

—  At  Walcot,  Bath,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Churchill,  of  Colleton  House,  Dorset. 
to  Julia  Charlotte  Mackenzie,  eldest 
daughter  of  sir  Orford  Gordon,  of  Embo 
House,  Sutherlandshire. 

12.  At  St.  George's,  Hanover-aquare, 
the  lord  bishop  of  Hereford,  to  the  hon. 
Catharine  Cavendish,  sister  to  lord 
Waterpark. 

—  At  Doddington  Hall,  Lincolnshire, 
John,  only  son  of  Benjamin  Bromhead, 
esq.,  of  Lincoln,  to  Anne  Fector,  voang* 
est  daughter  of  lieutenant-colonel  G.  R. 
P.  Jarvis,  of  Doddington  Hall. 

—  At  St.  George's,  Hanover^qnare, 
the  viscount  Palmerston,  to  the  dowager 
countess  Cowper,  widow  of  the  late  earl 
Cowper,  and  only  sister  of  viscount 
Melbourne. 

IS.  At  Walcot,  Bath,  Henry  John 
Caldwell,  esq.,  only  son  of  sir  John 
Caldwell,  hart.,  to  Sophia  Louisa,  eldest 
daughter  of  D.  R.  Pavnter,  esq. 

21.  At  the  chapel  at  Altborp,  the 
hon.  Richard  Watson,  to  Lavinia  Jane, 
only  daughter  of  Lord  George  Quln. 

26.  At  Almondsbury,  Gloucestersbirey 
Robert  Cann  Lippinoott,  of  Overconrt, 
esq.,  to  Margaret  Agnes,  yoangest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Ludlow,  of 
Almondsbury. 

31.  At  Came,  Dorsetshire,  the  rev. 
C.  G.  Newcomb,  son  of  J.  Newoombe, 
Esq.  of  Upton,  Bucks,  to  Emily  Geor- 
giana Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  right  hon.  and  rev.  lord  William 
Somerset. 

Lately.  At  Dublin,  Walter  Strickland, 
esq.,  eldest  son  of  the  late  George 
Strickland,  esq.,  of  Newton,  Yorkshire, 
aud  grandson  of  the  late  sir  G.  Strick- 
land, hart.,  to  Charlotte,  daughter  of 
John  Carroll,  esq. 
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—  At  St.  Martin's,  the  rev.  Heneage 
Drummond,  toCecU  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Mortimer  and  lady  Emily 
Drummond. 


PROMOTIONS. 


1838. 

OAaETTE   PaOMOTIOMS. 

Dec,  14.  Sir  Francis  Pal  grave,  knt.  to 
be  deputy  keeper  of  the  records. 


1839. 

JANUARY. 

Gazette  Pr6motions. 

19.  Lord  de  Vesci  chosen  a  represen- 
tative peer  of  Ireland. 

25.  4th  Foot,  lieut-col.  John  Leslie 
to  be  lieut.-col. 

—  George  Cornewall  Lewis,  esq.  to 
be  one  of  the  Poor-law  commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  in  the  room  of 
(his  father)  the  right  hon.  Thomas 
Frankland  Lewis,  resigned. 

29.  Joseph  Hawker,  esq.  (Norroy 
king  of  arms)  to  be  Clarencieux  king  of 
arms,  and  principal  herald  of  the  south, 
east,  and  west  parts  of  England. 

—  Fi-ancis  Martin,  esq.  (Windsor 
herald)  to  be  Norroy  king  of  arms,  and 
principal  herald  of  the  north  parts  of 
England, 

FEBRUARY. 

GAZffrTE  PaOMOTlONS. 

1 .  Robert  Laurie,  esq.  (Rouge  Croix) 
to  be  Windsor  herald. 

1.  William  Courthope,  gent,  to  be 
Rouge  Croix  pursuivant  of  arms, 

2.  Col.  sir  Henry  George  Macleod  to 
be  lieu t. -governor  of  Trinidad. 

5.  Patrick  Mathias  Murphy,  esq.  to 
be  attorney^general  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope^ 


13.  Thomas,  lord  Dundas,  (since,  by 
his  father's  death,  become  ean  of  Zet- 
land) sworn  lord-lieutenant  and  custos 
rotulorura  of  the  north  riding  of  York- 
shire. 

15.  Sir  George  Grey,  bart.  to  be  ad- 
vocate-general or  judge-martial  of  her 
majesty's  forces. 

18.  Edward  H.  Drummond  Hay,  esq. 
to  be  president  and  senior  member  of 
council  in  the  Virgin  Islands. 

—  James  Walker,  esq.  to  be  treasurer 
of  Trinidad. 

20.  The  marquess  of  Normanby  to  be 
one  of  her  majesty's  principal  secre- 
taries of  state  (for  the  colonial  depart- 
ment). 

—  Robert  John  lord  Carrington  to  be 
lord  lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Buckingham. 

26.  Capt.  sir  S.  J.  B.  Pechell,  bart. 
to  be  a  commissioner  of  the  admiralty, 
vice  capt.  Berkeley. 

—  To  be  baronets: — Philip  Cramp- 
ton,  of  Dublin,  M.D.,  surgeon-general 
to  the  forces,  and  surgeon  in  ordinary  to 
her  majesty  in  Ireland ;  and  Henry  Marsh, 
of  Dublin,  M.D.,  physician  in  ordinary 
to  her  majesty  in  Ireland. 

Right  hon.  Henry  Labouchere  to  be 
under-secretary  for  the  colonies  {vice  sir 
George  Grey). 

W.  H.  Maule,  esq.  M.P.  to  be  one  oTf 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  vice  Bol- 
land. 

Right  hon.  N.  Ball  to  be  a  judge  of 
the  common  pleas  in  Ireland. 

Maguire  Brady,  esq.  to  be  attorney- 
general  for  Ireland;  David  Richard 
Pigot,  esq.  to  be  solicitor-general. 

Edward  Clarke,  esq.  to  be  recorder  of 
Hastings  and  Rye,  vice  Austen,  re- 
signed. 

Promoted  to  the  rank  of  queen's 
counsel :— Messrs.  V.  and  G.  Richards, 
sons  of  the  late  chief  baron  of  the  ex- 
chequer ;  Mr.  Hayter,  M.P.  for  Wells  ; 
Mr.  Girdlestone ;  and  Mr.  John  Stuart. 

T.  Wakley,  esq.  M.P.  elected  coroner 
for  Middlesex. 

28.  Hugh  Fortescue,  chevalier,  (com- 
monly called  viscount  Ebrington)  sum- 
moned to  the  house  of  peers  as  baron 
Fortescue,  of  CastlehiU,  co.  Devon. 

Members  returned  to  Paruamsnt. 

Buckingham9hirc.^C.G.l>^  Pf<,e8q. 
Cavan  Comty^-^Hon.   Somerset    R. 
Maxwell. 
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CionmeL — D.  R.  Figot,  esq.,  solicitor- 
general  for  Ireland. 

Devonport* — Sir  George  Grey,  bart., 
re-elected. 

Sandwich, — SirRufaneShaweDonkin, 
K.C.B. 

Tower Hami€is,'-Righthon,  Stephen 
Lushington,  LL.D.,  re-elected. 

Yarmouth, — William  Wilshere,  esq., 
re-elected. 


ClFIL   PRBFEBUENTS. 

Rev.  R.  L.  Cotton  to  be  provost  of 
Worcester  college,  Oxford. 

Rev.  John  Lonsdale,  B.D.  to  be  prin- 
cipal of  King's  college,  London. 

Joshua  King,  esq.  D.C.L.  (president 
of  Queen's  college)  to  be  Lucasian  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  Cambridge,  vice 
Babbage,  resigned. 

G.  B.  Watson,  M.B.  to  be  physician 
of  the  Radclifie  infirmary,  Oxford. 

John  Burder,  esq.  to  be  solicitor  to 
the  governors  of  queen  Anne's  bounty, 
vice  John  Dyneley,  esq.,  deceased. 


MARCH. 

Gazette  Promotions. 

] .  Viscount  Ebrington  and  sir  George 
Grey,  bart. sworn  of  the  privj'-council. 

—  Viscount  Ebrington  declared  lieut.- 
general  and  general  governor  of  Ire- 
land. 

—  Deeble  Peter  Hoblyn,  esq.  to  be 
sheriff  of  Cornwall,  vicesirR.  R.Vyvyan, 
bart. 

—  6th  Dragoon  Guards,  brevet  lieut.- 
colonel  James  Jackson  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

—  Cape  Mounted  Riflemen,  brevet 
col.  Henry  Somerset  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

—  Unattached^  major  John  Johnson, 
from  13th  regt.,  major  H.  A.  Hankey, 
from  8th  Dragoons,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonels. 

6.  Knighted,  capt.  George  Back,  R.N. 
and  Henry  Roper,  esq.,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  at 
Bombay. 

19.  Samuel  Duckworth,  esq.  to  be  a 
master  in  chancery  in  ordinary,  vice 
Cross. 


Members  returned  to  Pabuambht. 

Carlow, — Francis  Brnen,  esq. 

Devon,  North,— Um%  William  Biick^ 
esq. 

Leicetier, — Wynne  Ellis,  esq. 

Leitrim  County, — Lord  viscount  Cle- 
ments. 

Richmond. — Hon.  sir  R.  L.DuDdBS, 
K.C.B. 

Southwark, — Daniel  Whittle  Harveji 
esq.,  re-elected. 

Wigan, — William  Ewart,  esq. 

EccLsaiASTicAL  Prbfbrmbmts. 

Rev.  A.  La  Touche  KirvirBn  to  be 
dean  of  Kilmacduagh. 

Rev.  W.  T.  P.  Brymer  to  be  arch* 
deacon  of  Bath. 

Civil  PaErERMBBTS. 

T.  J.  Birch,  esq.  to  be  recorder  of 
Thetford. 

Sir  David  Brewster  to  be  rector  of  the 
university  of  SL  Andrew's* 

J.  C.  ColquhouD,  esq.  M.P.  to  be 
rector  of  the  marischal  college,  Aber- 
deen. 


APRIL. 

Gazette  Promotions. 

1.  Vice-adm.  sir  C  Adam,  K.C.B.  to 
be  lieutenant  and  sheriff-principal  of  the 
shire  of  Kinross. 

—  The  hon.  J.C.  Dundas  to  be  lieut. 
and  sheriff- principal  of  the  shires  of 
Orkney  and  Zetland. 

4.  Peregrine  Dealhry,  esq.  to  be 
coroner  and  attorney  in  the  court  of 
queen*8  bench. 

6.  Charles  Cunningham,  esq.  to  be 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  island  of  St* 
Christopher. 

—  The  right  hon. sir  Frederick  jRmei 
Lamb,  G.C.B.,  ambassador  eztraordioBry 
at  Vienna,  created  baron  Beauvale,  ot 
Beau  vale,  co.  Nottingham. 

8.  Francis  Cynric  Sheridan,  esq.  to  be 
secretary  and  clerk  of  the  council  and 
remembrancer  of  the  court  of  exchequer 
in  Barbadoes. 

—  Richard  Michauz  Muggeridge*esq* 
to  be  an  assistant  poor-law  commissioner 
and  directed  to  carry  into  effect  the  act 
for  Ireland. 
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12.    John    baron   Ponsonby,  G.C.B.     cheater 
ambassador  extraordinary  at  the  Sublime 
Ottoman  Porte,  created  a  viscount  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

20.  Andrew  Rutherfurd,  esq.  to  be 
lord-advocate  for  Scotland ;  James  Ivory, 
esq.  to  be  solicitor-general  for  Scot« 
land. 


Naval  Promotions. 

Admiral  sir  Graham  Moore,  G.C.B. 
to  be  commander-in-chief  at  Plymouth. 

Vice-admiral  sir  T.  Harvey,  K.C.B. 
to  be  commander-in-chief  in  the  West 
Indies  and  North  America. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

28.  The  right  hon.  James  Abercromby 

Hon.  and  rev.  T.  Plunkett  (dean  of  created  baron  Dunfermline,   of  Dun* 

Down)  to  be  bishop  of  Tuam  and  Killala.  fermline,  county  Fife. 

Rev.  Thomas  Grylls  to  be  dean  of  The  earl  of  Charlemont  to  be  lord 

Exeter.  lieut.  of  the  co.  Tyrone,  vice  the  earl  of 

Rev.  J.  L.  Drapes  to  be  archdeacon,  Caledon,  deceased, 
vicar,  and  librarian  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Canice,  Kilkenny. 


to  be  a  page  of  honour  in 
ordinary  to  her  majesty,  vice  Lord 
Kilmarnock. 

6.  The  earl  of  Uxbridge  to  be  lord 
chamberlain  of  her  majesty's  household. 

23.  Her  majesty  the  queen  dowager 
appointed  the  hon.  William  Ashley 
Cooper,  to  be  master,  governor,  and 
keeper  of  the  royal  hospital  and  free 
chapel  of  St.  Katharine,  in  the  Regent's 
Park. 

25.  The  hon.  G.  S.  S.  Jerningham 
(sec.  of  Legation  at  Lisbon),  to  be  se- 
cretary of  Legation  at  Madrid. 

—  16th  Light  Dragoons,  major  sir 
Walter  Scott,  bart.,  to  be  lieut-colonel. 

—  29th  Foot,  major  J.  V.  Evans  to  be 
lieut-col. 


Civil  Preferments. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Call,  Trinity  college, 
Dublin,  to  be  principal  of  Upper  Canada 
college. 


MAY. 
Gazette  Promotions. 

2.  To  be  barons  of  the  United  King- 
dom : — Richard  Wogan  baron  Talbot  de 
Malahide,  by  the  title  of  baron  Furnival 
of  Malahide,  co.  Dublin;  sir  John 
Thomas  Stanley,  bart.,  by  the  title  of 
baron  Stanley,  of  Alderley,  co.  Chester ; 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Villiers  Stuart,  by 
the  title  of  baron  Stuart  de  Decies,  of 
Dromona,  within  the  Decies,  co.  Water- 
ford  ;  Chandos  Leigh,  esq.,  by  the  title 
of  baron  Leigh,  of  Stoneleigh,  co.Warw.; 
Paul  Beilby  Thompson,  esq.,  by  the 
title  of  baron  Wenlock,  of  Wenlock,  co. 
Salop ;  the  right  hon.  Charles  Brownlow; 
by  the  title  of  baron  Lurgan,  of  Lurgan, 
CO.  Armagh  ;  Nicholas  William  Ridley 
Colborne,  esq.,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Colborne,  of  Westharling,  co.  Norfolk  j 
Arthur  French,  of  French  Park,  Ros-* 
common,  esq.,  by  the  title  of  baron  de 
Freyne,  of  Artagh,  co.  Roscommon. 

4.  The  hon.  Adolphus  William  Col- 

Voi.  LXXXI, 


The  marquess  of  Headfort  to  be  K.  P. 

W.  Russell,  esq.  (private  sec.  to  the 
lord  chancellor),  to  be  accountant-gen. 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

M.  D.  Hill,  esq.,  Q*  C,  to  be  recorder 
of  Birmingham. 

James  Croker,  esq.,  to  be  solicitor- 
general  and  crown  prosecutor  in  tha 
colony  of  Port  Philip,  Melbourne  Town. 

Naval  Promotions. 

To  be  captain,  Richard  H.  King. 
To  be  commanders,  Thos.  Pv  Dobree, 
Humphrey  Butler. 

Members  returned  to  Paruament. 

Ai/r  c<w/«/i/.— Viscount  Kilburne. 

Hert/ord.—Hon,  W.  F.  Cowper,  re- 
elected. (Commiss.  of  Greenwich  hosp. 
vice  Shell). 

Leith  burghs, — Right  hon.  A.  Ruther- 
furd. 

Tyrone  co, — Lord  Claud  Hamilton. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments* 

Very  rev.  George  Davys,  D.  D.  (dean 
of  Chester),  to  be  bishop  of  Peter- 
borough. 

Rev.  Frederick  Anson  to  be  dean  of 
Chester. 

Rev.  G.  Peacock  to  be  dean  of  Ely. 

Very  rev.  T.  Blakely  (dean  of 
Achonry)  to  be  dean  of  Down. 

A. 
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Rev.  E.  N.  Hoare  to  be  dean  of 
Achoniy. 

Rev.  J.  Cbaine  to  be  dean  of  Connor. 

Hon.  and  rev.  \V.  T.  Iaw  to  be 
chancellor'  of  tbe  diocese  of  Bath  and 
Well«. 

Rev.  Rich.  Fenton  to  be  prebendary 
ofLincoln. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Blunt,  I).  D.,  to  be  lady 
Margaret's  professor  of  divinity,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Civil  Prefermbnts. 

Rev.  H.B.  Wilson,  B.  D.,  to  be  pro- 
fessor of  Anglo-Saxon  at  Oxford. 

J.  S.  Blackie,  esq.,  to  be  regius  pro- 
fessor of  humanity  at  Aberdeen. 


Civil  Prefermbnti. 


JUNE. 
Gazette  Promotiows, 

25.  A.  Aston,  esq.  (secretary  to  her 
majesty's  embassy  at  Paris),  to  be  envoy 
ext.  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
queen  of  Spain. 

—  II.  L.  Bulwer,  esq.  (secretary  of 
embassy  at  St.  Petersburgh),  to  be  se- 
cretary of  embassy  at  Paris. 

— -  The  hon.  J.  A.  D.  Bloomfield, 
(secretary  of  legation  at  Stockholm)  to 
be  secretary  of  embassy  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh. 

26.  Major  Hugh  Rose,  92d  High- 
landers,  to  be  equerry  to  the  duke  of     of  Nottingham. 


Rev.  R.TathaiD,  B.  D»to  be  muter  of 

St.  John's  college,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  B.  Chapman,  M.  A.t  to  be 
master  of  Gonville  and  Caliu  college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev.  R.  Michel,  6.D.,  to  be  prielec- 
tor  of  logic  at  Oxford. 

C.  R.  Turner,  esq.,  to  be  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 


JULY. 

Gazette  Promotions. 

3.  Somerville  Wm.  Harcourt  Rams- 
bottom,  esq.,  to  be  provost  martial-gene- 
ral of  the  island  of  Grenada. 

—  I^ord  Harry  Vane,  to  be  tecretary 
to  her  majesty's  legation  at  Stockholm. 

5.  Lieutenant-general  James  Watson, 
C.B.  to  be  a  knight  oommander  of  the 
bath. 

—  Edward  Jackson,  esq.,  to  be  attor- 
ney-general of  the  islaad  of  Trial- 
dad. 

—  Scots  Fasileer  Guarda,  lieut.-col. 
G.  M.  Eden,  from  66th  foot,  to  ba  capt 
and  lieut.  colonel. 

11.  Sir  Charles  T.  Metcalf,  bart,  and 
G.C.B.,  to  be  capt.-geo.  and  governor- 
in-chief  of  Jamaica. 

—  The  earl  of  Scarborough  to  be  lord- 
lieut.  and  custos  rotulonim  of  the  county 


Cambridge. 

28,  11th  Light  Dragoons,  lieut.-gen. 
lord  C.  S.  Manners,  K.  C.  B.,  to  be 
colonel. 

—  I  St  Grenadier  Foot  Guards,  brevet 
major  T.  Wood  to  be  captain  and  lieut.- 
colonel. 

Unattached,  major  T.  W.  Nicholson, 
from  55th  Foot,  to  belieut.-colonel. 

Members  returned  to  Paruauent. 

Edinlurgh. — Thomas  Babington  Ma- 
caulay,  esq. 

X/7^<//6ir.— 'Thomas  Alcock,  esq. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 


12.  3rd  Light  DragoonSp  capt.  6.  H. 
Lock  wood,  to  be  miyor. 

—  29th  Foot,  mijor  tbe  hon.  C  A. 
Wrottesley,  to  be  lient.-colonel ;  oapC.  R. 
Lucas,  to  be  mijor. 

~45th  Foot,  Iicut.-cx)l.  E.  F.  Boyi^  to 
be  Iieut«*col. 

23.  Sir  William  Home,  knight,  to  be 
one  of  the  masters  of  the  high  eourt  of 
chance  17. 

26.  Brevet  lieut.-coL  B.  T.  Mitchell, 
R.  A.,  to  have,  the  local  rank  of  eohmel 
in  Spain. 

31.  Sir  Charles  T.  Metcalf,  bart, 
G.C.  B.  (governor  of  Jamaica)  amini  of 
the  privy  council. 


Rev.  John  Seapork  to  be   dean  of  Members  RETuaafeD  to  PAauAHMT. 
Connor. 

Rev.  John  Cecil  Hall,  B.  C.  L»  to  be  Glasgow* — James  Oswald,  esq. 

archdeacon  of  tbe  Isle  of  Man,  Jpswich,-— Sir  T.  J.  Cochiane,  S.CB. 
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EcCLESUSTtCAL  PREFERMENTS. 

Rev.  William  Hale,  M.A.,  to  be 
archdeacon  of  St.  Alban*s. 

Rev.  John  Vane,  to  be  a  deputy  clerk 
of  the  closet  to  the  queen. 


commt.  of  the  Woolivich  division,  tfice 
Wingrove ;  Iieut.-coI.  John  Owen,  C.B. 
K.H.,  to  bt  colonel  second  comnnt.  of  the 
Plymouth  division;  lieut.-colonel  John 
Wright,  K.H.,  to  be  col.  second  commt. 
of  the  Chatham  division ;  captain  and 
Rev.  W,  N.  Hooper,  to  be  precentor     brevet  major  W.  W.  Burton  to  be  lieul.- 


of  WincJjester. 

Rev.  W.  Brown,  to  be  minor  canon  of 
Worcejster  cathedral. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Carter,  to  be  minor  canon 
of  Bristol  cathedral. 

Rev.  B.  P.  Clement,  to  be  minor  canon 
of  Winchester  cathedral. 

Civil  PaEFEnMEXTS. 

P.  S.  Kelly,  esq,,  to  be  professor  of 
law  at  the  London  University  college. 


AUGUST. 
Gazette  PaoMorioNS. 

6.  43rd  Foot,  lieut.  general  sir  John 
Keane,  K.C.B.,  from  46th  Foot,  to  he  col. 

46th  Foot,  lieut.-general  John  Ross, 
from  98th  Foot,  to  be  colonel. 

98th  Foot,  major-gen.  sir  Willoughby 
Cotton,  K.C.B.,  to  1^  colonel. 

7.  Knighted  by  patent,  Anthony 
Oliphant,  esq.,  chief  justice  to  the  su- 
preme court  at  Ceylon. 

9.  88ih  Foot,  major  W.  H.  Eden,  to 
be  lleut.col. ;  captain  VV.  H.  Ruther- 
ford, to  be  major. — Brevet  lieut.-colonel 
John  Grey,  to  be  colonel. 

12.  Lieut.-a;eneral  sir  John  Keane, 
K.C.B.,  to  be  G.C.B. 

16.  56th  Foot,  lieut.-col.  W.H  Eden, 
from  88th  Foot,  to  be  lieut.-colonel,  vice 
lieut.-col.  R.  0*Hara;  Brevet,  majors 
H.  G.  Jackson  and  Forbes  Macbean, 
R.  A.,  to  be  lieut.-colonel9. 

23.  42nd  Foot,  major  G.  Johnstone, 
to  be  lieut.  colonel. 

26.  The  duke  of  Sutherland  sworn 
lord-lieut.  of  the  county  of  Salop. 

—  The  right  hon.  Francis  Thornhill 
Baring  to  be  chancellor  and  under- 
treasurer  of  the  exchequer,  and  sworn  of 
the  privy  council. 

—  Royal  Marines,  colonel  O.  P.  Win- 
grove,  and  col.  O.  Lewi«,  C.B.,  placed 
on  the  retired  full  pay  of  their  ranks  as 
colonels. — Colonel  second-commt.  T. 
Adair,  C.B.,  to  be  colon  el -commt.  of  the 
Plymouth  division,  vice  Lewis  ;  colonel 
second  commt.  Wm.  Conolly  to  be  coK- 


col.  in  the  Woolwich  division;  colonel 
Owen  to  continue  deputy  adjutant-gen., 
notwithstanding  his  promotion;  and, 
consequently,  lieut.-col.  Thompson  As- 
lett  to  be  colonel  second  commt.  of  the 
Plymouth  division,  vice  Owen  ;  captain 
and  brevet  major  Abraham  Gordon  to 
be  lieut.-colonel. 

—  Knighted,  John  Gardner  Wilkin- 
son, esq.,  F.R.8. 

27.  The  right  hon.  Thomas  Spring 
Rice,  created  a  baron  of  the  United 
Kingdom  by  the  title  of  baron  Mont- 
eagle,  of  Brandon,  county  Sligo. 

—  Right  hon. Charles  Poulett  Thom- 
son, to  be  govemof'^general  of  Canada. 

—  Richard  Lalor  Shiel,  esq.,  to  be 
vice-president  of  the  board  of  trade. 

30.  2nd  Dragoons,  lieut.-gen.  sir  W. 
K.  Grant,  K.C.B.,  to  be  colonel. 

—  8th  Dragoons,  lieut.  general  sir  J. 
Straton  to  be  colonel. 

—  9th  Dragoons,  major-general  J. 
W.  Sleigh  to  be  colonel. 

—  17tb  Dragoons,  major-general  sir 
A.  B.  Clifton,  K.C.B.  to  be  colonel. 

—  The  countess  of  Sandwich  ap- 
pointed lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  her 
majesty,  vic^  the  countess  of  Breadalbane. 

—  Mr.  Ellis  appointed  attorney-ge* 
neral  in  the  duchy  court  of  Lancaster  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Russell,  now  accountant- 
general  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and 
Mr.  E.  Halswell  succeeds  Mr.  Ellis  as 
queen's  counsel* 

Members  returned  to  ParliaIiI!NT. 

j4pfe»bufy^—CJ.BRi\\\€  Hamiltoii,e8q. 
Car  low, — Thomas  Gisborne,  jun.  esq. 
Perth, — David  Greig,  esq.,  lord  pro- 
vost of  Perth. 

Ecclesiastical  PflErERMEirrs. 

Rev.  J.  Strachan,  D.D.,  to  be  bishop 
of  Toronto,  Upper  Canada. 

Rev.  B.  Prowting,  to  be  minor  ctnon 
of  Winchester. 

Rev.  A.  W.  West,  to  be  prebendary 
of  St.  Patrick's  cathedral,  Dublin. 

Rev.  W.  Athill,  M.R.,  Middleham 
Deanery,  Yorkshire. 

X2 
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chemistry  in  Anderson*!  univeraity  at 
Glasgow. 

T.  J.  Hall,  esq.  to  be  chief  magiitnte 
of  Bow-street;  S.  Twyford,  etq.  second 
7.   Sarah  Otway  Cave,   of  Stanford     magistrate ;  and  D.  Jfardine^  eaq.  third 
H&ll*  county  of  Leicester,  widow,  being     magistrate. 


SEPTEMBER. 
Gazette  Promottoks. 


one  of  the  coheirs  of  the  barony  of  Braye, 
originating  by  writ  of  summons  to  par- 
liament granted  to  sir  Edmund  Braye, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.,  con- 
firmed baroness  Braye  by  letters  pa- 
tent. 

—  Knighted,  by  patent,  Michael  Mac 
Turk,  esq.,  of  British  Guiana. 

9.  Thomas  baron  Monteagle,  to  be 
comptroller-general  of  the  receipt  and 
issue  of  her  majesty's  exchequer. 

11.  Doctor  John  Lee,  to  be  secretary 
to  her  majesty's  sole  and  only  master 
printers  in  Scotland. 

12,  Edward  Porter,  esq.,  to  be  her 
majesty's  consul  at  Bahia. 

—  Goodschall  Johnson,  esq.,  to  be 
consul  at  Antwerp. 

14.  Thomas  Stonor,  of  Stonor,  county 
of  Oxford,  esq.,  summoned  by  writ  to 
the  house  of  peers,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Camoys. 

—  Mr.  More  O'Ferrall  to  be  secretary 
to  the  admiralty,  vice  Mr.  C.  Wood. 

-—  Lieut.-Gen.  sir  S.  F.  Whittingham 
to  be  commander-in-chief  at  Madras, 
and  lieut.-gen.  sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
commander-in-chief  at  Bombay. 

—  Lieut.-gen.  John  Maister  to  be 
commander-in-chief  in  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Islands. 

21.  Windham  Henry,  earl  of  Dunra- 
ven,  to  be  a  representative  peer  of 
Ireland. 


F.  Burgess,  esq.  to  be  police  oommit- 
sioner  of  Birmingham. 

Sir  Charles  Shaw,  chief  comminiooer 
of  police  for  Manchester. 

Lieut.-col.  Edward  Anthony  Anc^, 
chief  commissioner  of  police  for  BoTtoii* 

W.  Hogg,  esq.  M.P.,  elected  Uk  East 
India  director. 


OCTOBER. 
Gazette  Promotioks. 

I.  George  Lloyd  Hodges,  esq.,  (bte 
consul-general  in  Servia,)  to  be  her 
majesty's  agent  and  consul-general  in 
Egypt. 

—  59th  Foot,  niiyor  T.  Wright  to  be 
lieut.-ool.;  brevet  lient.-CQl.  D.  Urqu- 
hart  to  be  m^or. 

10.  Royal  Artillery,  nu^or-gen.  sir 
J.  H.  Carncrosa  to  be  colonel-com- 
mandant. 

—  The  rev.  David  Welsh,  D.D.,  to 
be  secretary  to  her  miyesty's  iole  and 
only  master  printers  in  Scotland,  in  tlM 
room  of  Dr.  John  Lee,  resigned. 

II.  3rd  Dragoonsy  nuyor  C.  R.  Cure- 
ton  to  be  lieut«-ool. 

—  46th  Foot,  brevet  lieut-colonei 
Andrew  Clarke  to  be  lient.-col. 

12.  Admiral  the  hon.Charlei  Elphin* 
stone  Fleming  to  be  master  of  her  ma- 


27.  Thomas   Babington    Macaulay,    jesty's  hospital  at  Greenwich. 


esq.  to  be  secretary  at  war. 

30.  The  right  hon.  T.  B.  Macaulay, 
sworn  of  the  privy  council. 

Members  returned  to  Paruaxent. 

Cambridge, —  Hon.  J.  H.  T.  Manners 
Sutton. 
Manchester. — U.  H.  Greg,  esq. 
Portsmouth. — Right  hon.F.  T.  Baring, 
re-elected. 

Tipperary, — Right  hon.  R.  L.  Shell, 
re-elected. 

Waterford  City, — T.  Wyse,  esq.,  re-    of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
elected.  25.  Adm.  sir  H.  W.  Baynton,  K.C.B., 

to  be  G.C.B.,  rear-adm.  Samuel  Pym 
Civil  Preferments.  and  mt^or-gen.  sir  John  B.  Savage,  knt, 

to  be  K.C.B.,  and  captain  J.  W.  Dcau 
F.  Penpyi  e.«q.  to  be  professor  of    Pundits,  |l.N„  to  be  C,5, 


18.  22nd  Foot,  major  J.  L.  Penne- 
father  to  be  lieut.-co]. 

—  99th  Foot,  miyor  lir  J.  G.  U 
Marchant  to  be  lieuL-col. 

—  Brevet,  lieut-general  air  Jaiper 
Nicholls,  K.C.B.,  to  have  the  local  ranic 
of  general  in  the  East  Indies. 

—  Col.  sir  Robert  Gardiner,  K.C.B., 
of  the  royal  artillery,  formerly  equerry 
to  king  Leopold,  to  be  first  and  prmeipal 
aid-de-camp  to  the  queen. 

21.  George  William  lord  LyttletOD  to 
be  lord  lieutenant  and  cuatos  rotulonim 
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—  Slst  Foot,  1teut.-coIonei  Charles 
Chichester  to  be  1ieut.-col. 

26.  Col.  John  Hare,  C.B.,  to  be  lieut.- 
gov.  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Civil  Preferments. 

Rev.  T.  Chambers,  M.A.,  to  be  head 
master  of  the  royal  naval  college. 


NOVEMBER. 

Gazette  Promotions. 

1.  Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  brevet  major 
W,  F.  Snell  to  be  captain  and  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

—  Stewart  Henry  Paget,  esq.,  to  be 
one  of  the  grooms  of  her  majesty's  privy 
chamber  in  ordinary. 

5.  Henry  Tuffnell,  esq.,  to  be  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  treasury. 

15.  3d  Light  Dragoons,  lieut.-general 
lord  Charles  S.  Manners  to  be  col. 

—  11th  Dragoons,  major-gen.  Philip 
Phi  I  pot  to  be  col. 

—  Viscount  Ebrington  to  be  lord 
lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum  of  the 
county  of  Devon,  vice  his  father  earl 
Fortescue. 

20.  The  hon.  Charles  Spencer  Cowper 
to  be  secretary  of  legation  at  Florence. 

21.  The  earl  of  Erroll,  lj[.T.,  G.C.H., 
to  be  lord  steward  of  her  majesty's 
household. 

22.  Lieut.-col.  John  Gurwood  to  be 
deputy-lieut.  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

—  Captain  J.  H.  Bainbrigge  to  be 
fort  mnjor  and  adjutant  of  Guernsey. 


Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  Randall  Ward  to  be  senior  chap- 
lain and  acting  archdeacon  at  Bombay. 

Rev.  H.  Jeukyns  to  be  a  prebendary 
of  Durham. 

Chaplain.' 

Rev.  Gerrard  Andrewes  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons. 


Civil  Preferments. 

Rev.  Canon  Morgan  to  be  master  of 
St.  Ethelbert's  hospital,  Hereford. 


PROMOTIONS. 


Rev.  W.  North,  M.A.,  of  Jesus  coll., 
Oxford,  to  be  professor  and  tutor  of  St. 
David's  college  ;  the  rev.  D.  T.  Jones 
to  be  professor  of  the  Welsh  language. 


DECEMBER. 
Gazette  Promotions. 

3.  Royal  Artillery,  brevet  colonel  sir 
R.  Gardiner,  K.C.B.,  to  be  colonel ; 
brevet  lieut-colonel  W,  Wylde  to  be 
lieut.-colonel. 

5.  Lieut.-general  sir  John  Colborne, 
G.C.B.,  created  baron  Seaton,  of  Seaton, 
county  of  Devon. 

—  The  marquess  of  Breadalbane  to 
be  lieutenant  and  sheriff  principal  of  the 
shire  of  Argyll. 

6.  1st  West  India  Regiment  lieut.« 
gen.  sir  W.  Nicolay  to  be  colonel. 

9.  Knighted,  Thomas  Phillips,  esq., 
late  mayor  of  Newport,  county  of  Mon« 
mouth. 

11.  George  lord  Auckland,  G.C.B., 
created  baron  Eden,  of  Norwood,  county 
of  Surrey,  and  earl  of  Auckland ;  lieut- 
gen.  sir  John  Keane,  G.C.B.,  created 
baron  Keane,  of  Ghuznee,  in  Afighan- 
istan,  and  Cappoquin,  county  of  Water- 
ford. 

—  To  be  baronets  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  William  Hay  Macnaghten, 
esq.,  E.I.C.S.,  envoy  and  minister  from 
the  government  of  India  to  his  majesty 
Shah  Shooja-ool  Moolk ;  and  colonel 
Henry  Pottinger,  E.1.C,S.,  political 
resident  in  Cutch. 

—  Knighted,  by  patent,  lieut.-coI. 
Claud  Martine  Wade,  E.I.C.S.,  politic 
cal  resident  at  Loodiana. 

19.  William  Ogle  Carr,  esq.,  to  be 
second  puisne  judge  of  Ceylon,  and 
James  Stark,  esq.,  to  be  her  majesty's 
advocate  in  Ceylon. 

20.  Colonel  Thomas  Willshire,  com* 
raanding  the  Bombay  troops ;  colonel 
Joseph  Thackwell,  commanding  the 
cavalry  ;  and  colonel  it.  H.  Sale,  com- 
manding the  13th  drag,,  to  be  knights 
commanders  of  the  Bath. 

—  To  be  companions  of  the  Bath  : — 
Lieut.'colonels  John  Scott,  4th  Light 
Drag.;  William  Persse,  16th  Lancers; 
Wm.  Croker,  17th  Foot;  Ronald  Mac- 
donald,  4th  Foot,  deputy  adjutant-gen., 
Bombay  ;  Abr.  Roberts,  Bengal  N.f. ; 
Thomas  Stevenson,  Bombay  Artillery ; 
Thus.  Monteath,  N.I. ;  H.  M.  Wheeler, 
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Bengal  N.T. ;  C.  M.  Cannichacl  Sinytb,  the  daj  before,  aged  68.  Mr.  Joaeph 

BeDf^al  N.Cav. ;   Beutham  Sandwith,  Lancaster,  Uie  aucoeaifti I  promulgitar 

Bombay  N.Cav. ;  Foster  Stalker,  Bom-  of  the  system  of  mutual  instruction 

bay  N.I.;  and  Claud  Martine  Wade,  known  by  his  name. 

Bengal  N.I.  -,  major  Geort^e  Thomson,  He  was  bom  in  England  in  1T71, 

Bengal  Eng. ;  and  msyor  Eld  red  Pottin-  was  bred  a  quaker,  and  maintained  the 

ger,  Bombay  Art.  habits  and  manners  of  that  permiaiion. 

_  Stair— Brevet  major  S.  R.  Warran,  The  rev.  Dr.  Bell,  from  Madru,  laid 

of  the  65tli  Foot,  to  be  deputy  quarter-  claim  to  the  merit  of  introdudng  the 

master-general  to  the  troops  serving  in  same  system;  but  it  la  certain  2|r. 

Jamaica,  with  the  rank  of  lieut.-col.  in  Lancaster's  was  in  practice  before  Dr. 

the  army;  major  Michael  White  to  be  Bell's  plan  was  heard  of.    Lancaster 


lieut.-colonpl. 

—  16ih  Light  Dragoons,  miyorC.  R. 
Cureton,  to  be  lieut-colonel. 

—  To  be  licut.-colonel8  In  the  army, 
majors  John  Penny cui ok,  l7th  Foot ; 
Edw.  T.  Tronson,  I3th  Foot}  F.  D. 
Daly,  4th  Light  Drag. ;  Rich.  Carru- 


received  great  encouragement  fkom 
many  persons  of  the  nighest  nmk, 
which  enabled  him  to  travel  over  the 
kingdom,  delivering  lectures,  giving 
instructions,  and  forming  ynools. 
Having  become  involved  in  pecuniary 
difficulties,  b^  the  &ilure  of  a  large 


thers,  2nd  Foot;  and  G.  J.  M'Dowell,    school  establishment  in  which  he  had 


16th  Light  Dragoons. 

—  The  rev.  John  Allen,  M.A.,  and 
Seymour  Trcmcnheere,  esq.,  barrister- 
at-law,  to  be  inspectors  of  schools  to  be 
aided  by  public  grants. 

—  Royal  Artillery,  brevet-major  C.  E. 
Gordon  to  lie  Iteut.-colonel. 


engaged  at  Tooting,  he  left  England 
about  the  year  iSiiOt  and  went  to 
America,  where  his  fiune  procured 
him  friends,  and  his  induatrf  Tendered 
him  useful. 

JSIr.  Lancaster   published   aeveial 
pamphlets  explaining  and   enforcing 


21.  liord  Kinnaird,  to  be  master  of  her     his  system  of  instruction. 


majesty's  buck-hounds. 

23.  IT.  V.  Huntley,  esq.,  capt.  R.  N., 
to  be  lieut.*govcrnor  of  her  majesty's 
settlements  on  the  Gambia. 

Ecclesiastical  PaEFEaMCNTs. 

Rev.  M.  G.  Heresford  to  be  archdea* 
con  of  Armagh. 

Rev.  J.  Wilberforcc  to  be  archdeacon 
of  Surrey. 

R^'v.  T.  D.  Mi.ore,  to  be  prebendary 
of  Kingiialor  and  Athnowcn,  in  Ireland. 

Civil  Phefermcntb. 

Daniel  Whittle  Harvey,  PSf|.,  of  Ra- 
leigli-houso,   Brixton,   to    he    coiiimi*- 


Nov.  2.  At  St.  Mary*a,  Sdllj,  in 
his  (>5th  vear,  migor-gen.  John  Nugjsnt 
Smyth,  lieut.-govemor  of  the  8ciUy 
Islands. 

1 7.  At  his  rooms,  in  Queen*8  College, 
Cambridge,  aged  80,  John  Lodge  Hub- 
bcrsty,  esq..  M.D.,  many  years  senior 
fellow  of  that  society,  deputy  high 
steward  of  the  Universityj  and  late 
recorder  of  Ijancaster. 

27.  At  Florence,  aged  27,  Henrietta, 
wife  of  capt.  C.  Uicketts,  B.N.,  young- 
est daughter  of  col.  Tempest,  of  Tong 
Hall,  Yorkshire. 

Lately.  At  Warsaw,  in  his  63rd  year, 

Louis  Osinski,  referendary  of  state, 

and  one  of  the   most   distinguished 

writers  of  Poland.    He  was  former^ 

sioner  of  the  police  fcircc  of  the  city  of    professor  of  literature  in  the  ancient 


London  and  liberties  thereof. 

Charles  Har^rood,  esq.,  to  be  recorder 
of  Shrewsbury. 


DEATHS. 

1838. 

Oat,  24.  At  New  York,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  run  over  by  a  waggon 


university  of  Warsaw,  and  latterly 
occupied  the  posts  of  member  of  the 
council  of  public  instruction  and  direc- 
tor of  the  theatre.  He  wrote  uid 
translated  from  the  French  sevcnd 
tragedies,  comedies,  and  operaa,  and 
was  the  first  who  introduced  CgrtmUt 
into  Poland. 

Dec,  9.  In  Charles-street,  Berkeley 
sriuarc,  John  Warde,  esq.,  of  Squer- 
ries,  near  Westerham,  Kent. 

Mr.  Warde  was  bom  in  1753»  and 

was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Jgha 
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DEATHS.~I838. 
Warde,  esq.,  of  Squerries,  a  South  Sea    lished  his  head-quarters  at  A  uxerr^  in 
director.     His  great-grandfather,  sir    Burgundy,  and  occupied  the  central 


John  Warde,  alderman  of  I^ondon, 
and  lord  mayor  in  1719,  was  a  junior 
member  of  a  Yori(shire  &mily. 

Mr.  Warde  was  celebrated  as  a 
sportsman ;  he  formerly  hunted  Ox- 
ferdshire  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties with  his  ibx-hounds,  and  was  con. 
sidered  the  father  of  the  hunt.  He 
afterwards  changed  the  scene  of  his 
sports  to  the  country  round  Hunger- 
ford.  He  was  the  acknowledged  mas- 
ter of  his  crs^t)  and  appealed  to  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  laws  of  sporting  were 
concerned. 

Mr,  Warde  married  in  1781,  the 
hon.  Susannah  Askell  Grimston,  third 
daughter  of  James  second  viscount 
Grimston  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland, 
and  aunt  to  the  present  earl  of  Veru- 
1am.  This  lady  survives  him  without 
issue. 

li.  At  his  castle  of  EUingen,  Bava- 
ria, in  his72d  year,  field-marshal  prince 
Wrede.  minister  of  state,  hereditary 
councillor  and  inspector-general  of  the 
army  of  that  kingaom,  and  an  honorary 
G.C.B. 

This  celebrated  general  was  born 
at  Heidelberg  in  1767.  In  1805,  he 
served  as  a  lieutenant-general  with  the 
army  against  Austria,  and  received  from 
Napoleon  the  grand-cross  of  the  legion 
of  honour.  Auer  having  distinguished 
himself  in  various  actions  of  that  war, 
he  was  severely  wounded*  in  the  deci- 
sive battle  of  Wagram,  and  was  then 
created  field-marshal. 

In  the  famous  campaign  in  Russia 
he  commanded,  with  great  credit,  the 
Bavarian  contingent  army,  which  in 
the  retreat  often  withstood  the  Bus- 
sians,  but  with  great  loss,  and  its 
cavalry  was  almost  entirely  cut  oft*. 


provmces  m  France.  In  1814,  he  wafi 
nominated  an  honorary  knight  grand 
cross  of  the  English  order  of  the 
bath* 

The  prince  had  presided  over  the 
councillors  of  state  of  Bavaria  during 
seven  assemblies  of  the  chambers. 
He  married,  in  1795,  Sopliia  de 
Wiser,  a  lady  of  the  palace,  by  vbom 
he  has  left  issue  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  prince  retained  his 
faculties  to  the  last  moment.  He  or- 
dered that  the  dissection  of  his  body 
should  take  place  twenty-four  hours 
after  his  death,  and  that  the  ball  should 
be  extracted,  which  he  received 
twenty-five  years  before,  at  Hanau> 
and  preserved  by  his  family. 

18.  At  Gibraltar,  Thomas  J.  Dun- 
das,  esq.,  ensign  48th  regiment,  eldest 
son  of  the  hon.  and  rev.  T.  L.  Bun- 
das,  rector  of  Harpole,  Northampton- 
shire, and  nephew  of  the  late  earl  of 
Zetland. 

20.  Aged  49,  the  hon.  William 
Waldegrave,  a  post-captain  B.N. ; 
only  brother  and  heir  presumptive  to 
lord  Badstock. 

—  At  Morley's  hotel,  Trafalgar- 
square,  aged  65,  Horatio  Leggett,  esq., 
late  solicitor  to  the  commissioners  of 
King*s  taxes,  who  committed  suicide. 
At  the  coroner's  inquest,  John  Wilkin, 
esq.,  receiver-general  of  Wales,  de- 
posed that  he  had  known  the  deceased 
for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried, and  had  a  family.  He  was  in 
the  habit  of  frequently  conning  up  to 
town  from  Worth,  and  invariably  on 
those  occasions  dined  with  witness. 
A^r  dinner,  if  the^  were  alone,  he 
would  complain  to  witness  that  he  was 
the  mo:$t  wretched  man  in  existence 


Political  compacts  soon  after  chang-     for  the  want  of  active  employment. 


ing,  general  AVrede,  on  the  8th  of  Oct. 
1813,  signed  the  treaty  by  which  Bava- 
ria declared  herself  separated  from  the 
confederation  of  the  Bhine,  and  from 
the  party  of  France :  and,  marching 
at  the  head  of  a  united  Bavarian  and 
Austrian  army,  he  attempted  at  Ha- 
nau,  but  without  success,  to  cut  off 


He  was  pensioned  in  1633,  on  an  al- 
lowance of  6,350/.  f^r  annum.  Ver- 
dict—*' Temporary  insanity.'* 

21.  At  Kxeter,  aged  61,  James 
Winstanley,  esq.,  2nd  son  of  C.  Win- 
stanley,  esq.,  of  Brauseston  Hall, 
near  Leicester. 

22.  At  Florence,  in  his  44th  year, 


Napoleon's  retreat  atler  the  battle  of    the  rev.  Hugh  James  Bose,  B.  D., 
liCipsig.  Entering  France  in  1814,  he     principal  of  King*8  College,  London, 


maintained  his  usual  reputation  in  the 
field ;  and,  when  peace  was  concluded, 
he  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  prince. 
In  the  fallowing  campaign  he  estab* 


and  late  chaplain  to  the  archbishop  uf 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  Bose  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
rev,  William  Eose,  vicar  of  Glyi 
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near  Lewes.   He  was  born  at  Uckfield,  what  of  all,  perhaps,  ranks  him  highest, 

and  educated  in  his  £ither*s  school  at  are  his  exposures  of  thefidlacies  dfthe 

that  place.    He  afterwards  became  a  German  schools,  which  have  of  late 

scholar  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  years  become  popuhir  under  a  varietj 

where  he  was  the  senior  medallist  of  of  forms,  so  as  to  endanger  the  verj 

his  year  (1817),  and  the  fourteenth  beingof  the  christian reli^on.  Almost 


wrangler.  His  first  preferment  was 
the  vicarage  of  Horsham,  to  which  he 
was  presented  by  the  late  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  in  1822,  where  his 
pirochial  administration  is  still  re- 
membered by  his  parishioners  with 
affectionate  respect  and  ^atitude.  In 
1897  he  was  collated  by  bishop  Carr  to 
the  prebend  of  Middlelon,  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Chichester,  which  he 
resigned  In  1833.  In  1829  he  was 
elected  christian  advocate,  which  ap- 
pointment he  retained  until  1833.    in 


singte-banded,  he  took  up  the  cause  of 
primitive  Christianity  andnst  ne- 
ology ;  and  he  lived  to  see  nia  laboun 
crowned  with  a  no  small  portion  of 
triumph.  It  was  Mr.  Bose  a  distinc- 
tion to  be,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
Ehrase,  a  high-churchman;  and  it  is 
is  glory,  now  he  has  gone  from  this 
world,  to  have  left  man^  hiah-chuidi- 
men  behind  him,  treadmg  firmly  and 
faithfully  in  his  own  steps.  Indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  one  who 
united  more  learning,  talent,  and  seif- 


1830  he  exchanged  the  vicarage  of  devotedness  to  the  cause  of  God,  than 

Horsham  for  the  valuable  rectory  of  did  this  exemplary  person,  or  one  who 

Hadleigh,    in    Suffolk,   through   the  possessed  in  the  same  de|jree   those 

patronage  of  the  present  archbishop  of  secondary  qualities  which  give  to  the 

Canterbury,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain,  former  mcreased   effidencj.     As  a 

but,  finding  that  the  soil  and  air  of  preacher,  Mr.  Rose's  style  was  mss- 

that  place  disagreed  with  his  health  culine,  animated,  and  elegant;  and 


(his  complaint  was  asthma),  he,  in  1834, 
exchanged  that  livine  for  Fairsted  in 
Essex,  and  St.  Thomases  in  the 
borough  of  Southwark.  In  1833,  Mr. 
Kose  was  called  to  a  still  more  appro- 
priate task,  that  of  instructing  the 
theological  students  of  the  new  uni- 
versity of  Durham.  At  the  founda- 
tion of  that  establishment,  he  gave  a 
course  of  divinity  lectures  of  great 
merit,  and  in  conseouence  was  onered 
the  professorship  oi  divinity,  but  he 
found  his  strength  unequal  to  the  un- 


formed on  the  best  and  purest  models 
of  English  eloquence. 

Mr.  Rose's  worln  were  numerous; 
the  following  are  the  most  im- 
portant:— 

Inscriptiones  Yetustissimse.  1825. 
8vo.    A  very  learned  work. 

The  State  of  the  Protestant  Religion 
in  Germany.  In  a  series  of  discourses 
before  the  university  of  Cambridge. 
1825.  8vo.  A  volume  of  much  research 
and  argument,  and  which  called  finrth 
some  very  learned  answers  to  it,  both 


dertaking.     On  the  appointment    of    abroad  and  at  home. 
Dr.  Otter  to  the  see  or  Chichester,  in        An  Appendix  to  the  State  of  the 
1836,  Mr.  Rose  succeeded  him  as  the     Protestant  Relkrion  in  G^enuanyy  being 
principal  of  King's  College  in  London ;     a  reply  to  the  German  critics  on  that 
and  he  then  resigned  tne  rectory  of    work.    1828.    8vo. 
Fairsted,  The  Commission   and  Consequent 

]Mr.  Rose  became  at  an  early  age  a  Duties  of  the  Clei^cy :  in  a  senes  of 
champion  of  the  church,  and  he  la- 
boured not  in  vain.  The  first  thing 
that  seems  to  have  struck  his  atten- 
tion at  the  university,  was  the  undue 
preference  given  to  mathematical 
studies,  to  the  discouragement  of  the 
valuable  and  enduring  attainments  of 
literature.  To  the  correction  of  this 
bias,  as  christian  advocate,  he  bent  his 
great  and  varied  powers,  and  with  the 
best  success.  Several  admirable  im- 
provements have  been  introduced  into 
the  educational  course  at  Cambridge, 
in  CQjasequence  of  bis  effbrtst   But 


discourses  delivered  nefinfe  the  univer- 
sity of  Cambridge,  as  one  of  the  sdect 
preachers.    18^.    8vo. 

Notices  of  the  Mosuc  Iaw,  with 
some  account  of  the  opinions  of  recent 
French  writers  concerning  it.  1881. 
8vo.  These  three  worin  were  his 
annual  publications  as  christian  adfo- 
cate. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Rose  prq)ected  the 
British  MagaxUiey  which  has  hcSQ 
steadily  and  entirely  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  church.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr*  3mfdlqrt  iw  ' 
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editor  of  the  £ncyclopsedia  Metropo- 
litana.  He  also  contributed  several 
articles  to  the  Quarterly  and  Foreign 
Quarterl^r  Reviews  ;  and  he  prepared 
new  editions  of  Farkhurst's  Greek 
Jjexicon  and  of  Middleton  on  the 
Greek  Article. 

He  was  joint-editor,  with  archdeacon 
Lyall,  of  tne  Theological  Library  ;  and 
it  was  his  intention  to  have  contributed 
to  that  collection  a  Life  of  Luther, 
which  he  had  commenced,  but  had 
never  found  time  to  finish. 

For  many  years  his  health  had  been 
un  the  decUne,  and  lately  he  had  been 
advised  to  try  a  warmer  climate.  He 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  Florence,  on 
his  way  to  Home,  when  it  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  remove  his  soul  into  a 
better  world. 

26,  At  Swansea,  S.  Wales,  in  her 
75th  year,  Mrs.  Hatton,  only  surviving 
sister  of  the  late  John  Philip  Kemble 
and  Mrs.  Siddons.  As  **  Ann  of  Swan- 
sea,'* she  was  well  known  in  the  literary 
world  as  the  authoress  of  several  novels 
and  political  productions. 

27.  At  Edinburgh,  at  an  advanced 
age,  John  Philip  Wood,  esq. 

In  this  remarkable  and  excellent 
individual,  we  have  an  instance  of  a 
person  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  infancy, 
yet  attaining  to  no  mean  eminence  as 
an  author,  and,  moreover,  for  many 
years  holding  the  office  of  auditor  of 
excise  in  Scotland,  and  discharging  its 
duties  with  fidelitv  and  success. 

He  was  descended  from  an  old  and 
respectable  family  in  the  parish  of 
Cramond  near  Edinburgh.  His  first 
literary  work  seems  to  have  been  a 
*'  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Projects  of 
John  Law,  of  Lauriston,  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Finances  of  France," 
printed  in  4to.,  1791.  This  he  after- 
wards republished  in  an  enlarged  form 
in  1824.  Law  was  a  native  of  the 
parish  of  Cramond;  and  Mr.  Wood 
next  directed  bis  attention  to  the  other 
historical  annals  of  his  native  place. 
He  published  the  results  under  the 
title  of  "  The  Ancient  and  Modern 
State  of  the  Parish  of  Cramond,''  4to., 
1794.  This  was  the  first  parochial 
history  attempted  in  Scotland :  it  is 
noticed  in  the  Gentleman^s  Magazine 
for  April  1795,  as  **  one  of  the  most 
exact  and  elegant  topographical  works 
ever  published." 

But  Mrf  Wood*s  great  work  was  a 
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new  edition  of  the  Peerage  of  Scot- 
land, compiled  by  sir  Robert  Douglas, 
of  Glenbervie,  bart.  It  was  printed  at 
Edinburgh,  in  two  volumes  folio,  1813. 
This  work  contains  a  complete  view 
of  the  Scottish  peerage,  including  the 
families  of  extinct  and  dormant,  as  well 
as  existing  titles.  In  1823,  Mr.  Wood 
communicated  to  Mr.  Nichols  most  of 
the  biographical  notes  to  the  writers 
of  the  poetry  comprised  in  The  Muses' 
Welcome  to  King  James  in  Scotland 
in  1617,  printed  in  the  « Progresses, 
&c.,  of  King  James  I." 

27.  M.  Langlois,  the  celebrated  his- 
torical painter,  and  member  of  the 
institute  and  legion  of  honour. 

—  At  his  residence  in  Burton - 
crescent,  lieut.-general  sir  Samuel 
Hawker,  knt.  G.  C.  H.  colonel  of  the 
3rd  dragoon  guards. 

30.  At  Oxford,  suddenly,  in  his  67th 
year,  Tilleman  Hodgkinson  Bobart,^ 
esq.,  superior  bedel  or  the  facultv  of 
law,  and  formerly  commoner  of  tJui- 
versity  college,  of  which  society  he 
became  a  member  in  1790. 

Lately,  At  Jedburgh,  North  Britain, 
the  hon.  David  Leslie,  a  general  in 
the  army,  uncle  to  the  earl  of  Leven 
and  Melville. 

He  was  the  third  son  of  David  the 
sixth  earl  of  Leven  and  fifth  earl  of 
Melville,  by  Wilhelmina,  posthumous 
daughter  and  nineteenth  cnild  of  Wil- 
liam Nisbett  of  Dirleton,  co.  Had- 
dington. 

—  At  Niton,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
^ed  44,  the  hon  William  Jervis 
J^rvis,  eldest  son  of  viscount  St. 
Vincent. 


1839. 


JANtJARY. 

1.  At  Rome,  aged  20,  £dmund, 
eldest  son  of  A.  A.  Goldsmid,  esq.,  of 
Cavendish-square. 

—  In  his  71st  year,  the  right  hon. 
Robert  Alexander  Dalzell,  earl  of 
Carnwath  (1639),  and  lord  of  Dalzell 
(1628),  in  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  a 
baronet  of  Nova  Scotia  (1666),  and  a 
lieut-general  in  the  army. 

2,  At  Fisa,  in  her  96tb  year^  1 
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royal  highness  the  duchess  Alexander 
uf  VVurtcmberg,  second  daughter  of 
Louis- Philippe  King  of  the  French. 

This  pruicess  was  born  at  Paler- 
mo, in  April,  1813.  Her  marriage 
took  place  in  October  1837,  and  the 
infant  son  whom  she  leaves  behind 
her  was  bom  on  the  30th  August 
1838. 

No  n^ember  of  the  royal  family  of 
Orleans  excited  so  much  interest  as 
the  princess  Mary ;  her  talents  were 
various  ^nd  of  the  highest  order — her 
disposition  most  gentle  and  amiable ; 
unfortunately  her  nervous  tempera- 
ment was  extremely  excitable,  so 
much  so,  that  ibr  some  time  after  the 
attacks  on  her  father's  life,  she  suffered 
so  much  that  the  king  was  frequently 
obliged  to  rise  in  the  night  to  ^o  and 
assure  her  of  his  safety,  and  this  con- 
stant anxiety  is  supposed  to  have 
affected  her  health.  It  was  imme- 
diately after  her  confinement  that  the 
first  symptoms  of  her  disease  (con- 
sumption) showed  themselves. 

The  French  papers  were  unanimous 
in  stating  that  uer  royal  highness  was 
universally  esteemed  and  beloved,  and 
that  the  grief  felt  by  her  royal  parents 
and  relations  was  universally  partici- 
pated in. 

On  the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
news  of  her  death,  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties went,  in  a  body,  to  offer  their 
condolences  to  the  king.  The  proces- 
sion was  made  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment,  and  without  preparation  as 
to  dress,  but  it  was  the  most  nume- 
rous that  Louis-Philippe  had  ever 
received  from  the  chamber. 

The  branch  of  the  arts  in  whicli  the 
princess  Marie  had  chiefly  distin- 
guished herself  was  sculpture  ;  and  her 
clie/-d*a:uvre  is  a  statueof  Joan  of  Arc, 
which  is  in  the  museum  at  Versailles. 
The  body  of  the  i)rinccss  was  buried 
in  the  cathedral  of  Dreux,  the  place  of 
sepulture  of  the  house  of  Orleans. 

3.  At  Durrow  Abbey,  King's  county, 
aged  56,  the  right  hon.  Hector  John 
Graham  Toler,  second  carl  of  Nor- 
bury,  county  of  Tipperary,  and  vis- 
count Glandine,  of  GlaiKhne,  King's 
county  (1827),  baron  Norwood,  of 
Knockalton  (1797),  and  baron  Nor- 
bury,  of  Ballyorenodc,  county  Tippe- 
rary  (1800). 

His  lordship  was  the  younger  son  of 
John  first  earl  of  Norbury,  the  late 
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eminent  and  witty  chief  justice  of  Um 
common  pleas  in  Ireland,  by  the  r^t 
hon.Grace  baroness  Norwood,  daughter 
of  Hector  Graham,  esq*  He  succeedied 
to  the  earldom  of  Norbury  on  the 
death  of  his  fkther,  July.  1831,  thst 
dignity  having  been  conferred  with 
remainder  to  him.  On  the  death  of 
his  elder  brother,  Jan.  1839,  he  also 
succeeded  to  the  two  baronies  of  Noi^ 
bury  and  Norwood. 

I^rd  Norbury  was  shot  by  an 
assassin,  in  his  own  filantation  on  New 
Year's  day.  The  particulars  of  the  mur- 
der as  given  in  the  evidence  befiune  the 
coroner  will  be  found  in  the  Chronide. 
On  the  6th  January  his  lordship's 
body  was  conveyed  to  the  tomb,  in  the 
presence  of  all  his  &mily,  01ends, 
tenantrv,  and  thousands  of  the  country 
people  besides,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  came 
from  remote  parts  of  the  eountiy. 
In  order  to  mark  the  horror  enter- 
tained of  the  murder,  as  well  as  the 
disgust  felt  at  the  assassin  being  con- 
cealed— the  family  and  gentiy  refused 
to  permit  the  tenants  m  the  late  lord 
to  carry  the  body  to  the  grave— a 
privilege  always  conceded  in  Ireland, 
and  now  claimed  as  a  right.  liOid 
Charleville  and  lord  Oxmantown  were 
pall-bearers,  supported  on  either  side 
by  the  Rev.  Snelton  Gresson  and 
Captain  Tibeaudo.  Captain  Fox, 
Henry  Magan,  esq.,  the  parish  priests 
of  Tullamore  and  of  Clara,  the  rev. 
Messrs.  O'KafTerty  and  Barry,  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  Oldham,  and  sixteen 
other  magistrates,  who  relieved  each 
other,  eight  at  a  time,  bearing  the 
cofhn. 

An  impressive  discourse  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Lover,  the  rector  of 
Tullamore;  and  when  the  body  had 
been  laid  in  the  vault,  the  rev.  Mr. 
O'liafferty,  parish  priest  of  TuUamoie, 
addressed  the  assembled  meeting  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  much 
propriety.  Amongst  other  observa- 
tions,  ill  reference  to  lord  Norbury, 
he  said — '*  I  have  known  this  illus- 
trious nobleman  in  private  aqd  in 
public — his  life  has  been  spent  in  acts 
of  charity,  kindness,  ana  libmlity. 
and  every  one  here  must  feel  and 
mourn  his  loss  as  he  would  thai  of  hit 
father,  benefactor,  protector,  and  best 
friend.  No  one  act  of  lus  life  was  cal- 
culated to  give  o£ieaces  and  in  ina*^ 
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naging  his  estate,  every  act  of  his  was 
necessary  and  just — nay,  he  would  not 
say  one  unkind  word,  much  less  do 
anv  unkind  act  towards  any  one." 
Aner  such  a  character  as  this — which 
it  is  believed  is  perfectly  true— the 
murder  and  the  concealment  of  all 
evidence  tending  to  its  elucidation,  are 
only  the  more  mysterious  and  extraor- 
dinaryt  The  sincere  sorrow  and  afflic- 
tion that  were  manifested  by  the  poor 
people  upon  this  melancholy  occasion, 
and  the  mild  habits  and  unassuming 
manners  of  the  deceased,  go  far  to 
strengthen  the  supposition  that  it  was 
not  amongst  those  who  knew  him  that 
a  hand  was  found  to  commit  the  foul 
deed. 

It  should  be  added  that  lord  Nor- 
bury  took  no  part  whatever  in  politics, 
insomuch  that  his  apathy  in  this  re- 
spect had  excited  some  disgust  in  the 
high  Tory  party. 

His  lordship  married,  Jan*  1808, 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of 
William  Brabazon,  esq.,  and  niece  to 
sir  Anthony  Brabazon,  of  Newport, 
county  Mayo,  bart. ;  and  by  that  lady 
had  issue  four  sons,  of  whom  two  sur- 
vived him,  and  eight  daughters. 

—  At  her  brother's  house,  Chelten- 
ham, Miss  Seward,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  lieuU-general  Seward. 

4.  At  Sidmouth,  in  her  92(i  year, 
Margaret,  widow  of  the  rev.  John 
Braoiord  Copleston,  prebendary  of 
Kxetert  &nd  mother  of  the  present 
bishop  of  Llandaif.  She  was  the  near- 
est surviving  relation  of  the  ])oet  Gay, 
her  father  the  rev.  Nicholas  Gay, 
vicar  of  Newton  St.  Cyres  in  Devon- 
shire, and  the  poet,  being  brothers' 
sons. 

5.  At  Bracon  Hall,  in  her  85th  year 
Elizabeth,  relict  of  Thomas  Berney, 
esq.,  and  sister  to  sir  George  Duckett, 
bart.,  of  Hartham,  Wilts.  She  was 
the  third  daughter  of  sir  George 
Duckett,  the  first  bart.,  judge  advo- 
cate. 

8.  At  his  seat,  Moydrum  Castle, 
county  Westmeath,  aged  76,  the  right 
hon.  William  Hancock,  viscount  Cas- 
tlemaine,  and  baron  Castlemaine,  of 
Movdrura  ;  a  privy  councillor  for  Ire- 
land, constable  and  governor  of  Ath- 
lone,  and  a  governor  of  the  county  of 
Westmeath. 

His  lordship  was  the  eldest  son  of 
the  very  revi  Jiichard  Hancock,  d«an 
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of  Achonry,  by  Sarah,  oulv  daiii|^t«r 
and  heiress  ot  Hichard  Toler,  orBal- 
lintore,  county  of  Kildare,  esq. 

He  was  member  for  the  borough  of 
Athlone  in  the  Irish  parliament  before 
the  union  of  1801 ;  was  Fetumed  to 
the  first  imperial  parliament,  and  again 
at  the  general  election  of  180S.  In 
August,  1803,  he  vacated  his  seat  bj 
accepting  the  office  of  eacheator  of 
Mun^ter ;  and  he  was  raited  to  the 
peerage  of  Ireland  by  patent,  dated 
December  21, 1813,  which  created  the 
barony  of  Castlemaine.  In  18^,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a 
viscount. 

Lord  Castlemaine's  death  was  very 
sudden,  and  took  place  during  the  aw- 
ful storm  which  extended  over  the 
north  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the 
account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Chronicle.  He  rose,  as  it  appears,  to 
fasten  the  shutters  of  a  window  of  his 
bed-room,  when  a  still  more  violent 
gust  blew  the  window  in,  and  his  lord- 
ship was  thrown  upon  his  back,  and 
almost  immediately  expired. 

Lord  Castlemaine  married,  March 
1T82,  lady  Florinda  Le  Poer  Trench, 
eldest  daughter  of  William  first  earl 
of  Clancarty ;  but  by  that  lady,  who 
survives  him.  he  had  no  issue.  His 
brother  Richard,  now  lord  Castle- 
maine, has  a  numerous  &mily. 

9.  At  Birstall  house,  near  Ijeicester, 
aged  61,  John  Mansfield,  esq.,  a  ma- 
gistrate and  deputy-lieutenant  of  that 
county,  and  formerly  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  town  of  Leicester  in 
parliament. 

iO.  At  his  house,  Maida-hill,  aged 
55,  William  MacMichael,  esq.,  MID. 
and  F.R.S.  Dr.  MacMichael  had  risen 
to  considerable  eminence  in  his  pro- 
fession; but,  about  two  years  since, 
an  attack  of  paralysis  compelled  him 
to  retire  from  active  life.  He  had 
previously  published,  among  other 
things,  "A  Jouniev  from  Moscow  to 
Constantinople,  with  a  continuation  of 
the  route  to  Jerusalem,  the  Dead  Sea, 
Petra,  Damascus,  Balbec,  Palmyra, 
&c.,inl817-1818:''«TheGold-headed 
Cane,"  a  very  popular  medical  mis- 
cellany ;  and  some  professional  essavs. 

—  At  Rome,  in  Jbis  80th  year,  W. 
Earle,  esq. 

11.  In  his  87th  year,  John  Hare, 
esq.,  of  Firfield  House,  Knowle.  His 
wunificwt  donatioiM  to  many  public 
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institulions  had  familiarised  his  name 
to  every  citizen  of  Bristol,  whilst  his 
alms-giviugr  was  founded  on  the  most 
exalted  christian  principles. 

12.  At  his  residence,  Palmer V  green, 
Edmonton,  aged  53,  James  Eykyn^esq. 
an  active  ma^strate,  and  deputy-lieu- 
tenant of  Middlesex. 

iMtely,  At  the  Somerset  hotel, 
Strand,  aged  7 1 ,  George  Bragge  Prowse 
Prinn,  esq.,  of  Charlton  Park,  Chel- 
tenham, and  Yeovil,  Somerset.  He 
was  descended  from  a  very  ancient 
fiimily  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
where  he  had  a  good  estate,  as  also  at 
Hatfield  Peverell,  in  Essex,  and  at 
Charlton  Park,  in  Gloucestershire. 

14.  In  Margaret-street,  Cavendish- 
smiare,  aged  70,  the  Marquise  de 
Willford. 

16.  At  Hylands,  near  Chelmsford, 
in  his  68th  year,  Peter  Caesar  Labou- 
chere,  esq.  Mr.  Labouchere  was  a 
partner  in  the  great  mercantile  house 
of  Hope  and  Co.,  and  died,  it  is  be- 
lieved, very  rich.  He  married  Do- 
rothy Elizabeth,  fourth  daughter  of 
the  late  sir  Francis  Baring,  bart.  and 
sister  to  the  present  sir  Thomas  Ba- 
ring and  lora  Ashburton;  by  whom 
he  has  left  issue  two  sons,  John,  a 
banker  in  London,  and  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Labouchere,  now  master  of 
tlie  mint  and  under-secretary  for  the 
colonies. 

—  In  Bloomsbury-square,  in  his 
83rd  year,  Edmund  liouge,  esq.,  K.H. 
Clarenceux  king  of  arms,  F-S.A. 

This  eminent  biographer  was  the 
only  son  that  survived  of  the  rev. 
Edmund  Lodge,  rector  of  Carshalton. 
in  Surrey,  by  Mary,  daughter  and 
eventually  sole  heiress  of  lUchard 
Garrard,  esq.,  of  Carshalton,  a  descend- 
ant of  the  ancient  family  of  that  name, 
formerly  seated  at  Lamboum  in  Berk- 
shire. At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Mr. 
Lodge  became  a  cornet  in  the  king's 
own  regiment  of  dragoons;  but  ms- 
liking  the  military  profession,  he  re- 
mained only  a  short  time  in  the  army. 
Having  shown  a  taste  for  literature 
and  antiquities,  the  situation  of  blue- 
mantle  pursuivant-at-arms  was  ob- 
tained for  him  in  1783.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Lancaster  herald,  October 
1793;  Norroy,  June  1822;  and  Cla- 
renceux, July  1838. 

Mr.  Lodge's  talents  first  became 
known  by  the  publication  of  the  Talbot, 
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Howard,  and  Cecil  papers  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Arms,  which  app«ired  in  three 
volumes  4to.  in  1791,  entitled  *•  Illua- 
trat  ions  of  British  History.*'  HIb  next 
publications  were  the  memoirs  attached 
to  Chamberlaine's  "  Imitations  of  ori- 
ginal drawings  by  Hans  Holbein," 
which  came  out  in  prts  between  1792 
and  1 800.  In  1 8 1 0  ne  {lublished  (with- 
out  his  name)  '<  The  Life  of  Sir  Julius 
CaE^sar,  with  Memoirs  of  his  fiuniiy  and 
descendants,"  in  4to.  with  numerous 

Sortraits.  But  the  work  upon  which 
Ir.  Lodge's  reputation  will  princi- 
pally rest  are  his  well-known  memoirs 
in  the  <' Portraits  of  illustrious  Per- 
sonages of  Great  Britain,"  originally 
published  in  1821,  and  much  andjustly 
admired  as  a  bio^aphical  composition. 
Mr.  Lodge  pubhshed  no  other  work ; 
and  his  only  additional  writings  (be- 
sides a  few  unimportant  articles)  are 
the  preface  to  the  second  edition  of  the 
Antiauarian  Itepertory,  the  prefiice  to 
sir  Hanbury  Williams's  poems,  and 
some  papers  in  the  Quarterly  Be- 
view. 

Mr.  Lodge  was  married,  but  left  no 
children. 

17.  At  his  residence,  Clifton,  near 
York,  aged  85,  the  rev.  Henry 
Kitchingmam,rector  of  North  Witham, 
lincolnshire,  for  sixty  years  vicar  of 
Kirkby-onthe-Moor,  Yorkshire,  and 
senior  prebendary  of  York  cathedral. 

—  At  Stowe,  m  his  63rd  year,  the 
most  noble  Richard  Grenville  Nugent- 
Temple  Brydges-Chandos,  duke  of 
Buckingham  and  Chandoa,  marquess 
of  Chandos,  and  earl  Temple  of  £(towe 
(1 822),marques8  of  Biickingfaam  (1784) 
earl  Temple  (1749),  viscotmt  and  baron 
Cobham  (1718),  and  earl  Numit,in 
the  peerage  of  Ireland  (1776) ;  jBL  G.  : 
a  pnvy  councillor,  lord-lieutenaot  and 
custos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of 
Buckingham. 

The  late  duke  of  Buckinfffaam  was 
born  in  liOndon  in  1776,  and  was  the 
eldest  son  of  George,  first  marquen 
of  Buckingham,  by  Mary  Elisabeth 
baroness  l^ugent,  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  B^bert  earl  Nuoent. 

He  completed  his  education  at  the 
university  of  Oxford,  as  a  member  of 
Brazenose  college.  On  his  coming  of 
age,  one  of  the  seats  in  parliament  6r 
the  county  of  Buckingham  was  opened 
for  him  by  the  resignation  of  hia  comuit 
the  right  hon.  Jamee  OmiTUWi  who 
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accepted  the  Chiltern  hundreds  July, 
]797«and  in  the  following  October  was 
created  lord  Glastonbury.  Earl  Tem- 
ple (as  the  duke  was'  then  called) 
oecame  an  active  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  and  frequently  delivered 
his  sentiments  on  general  politics.  He 
supported  his  kinsman  Mr.  Pitt  during 
the  first  French  war,  but  a^r wards 
generally  sided  with  the  opposition 
party.  'On  the  formation  of  tne  min- 
istry of  his  uncle  lord  Grenvilie,  in 
February  1806,  he  was  appointed 
deputy-president  of  the  board  of  trade, 
and  joint  paymaster  general  of  the 
forces ;  and  thereupon  sworn  a  privy- 
councillor.  Those  offices  he  of  course 
relinquished  with  the  Grenville  admi- 
nistration in  March,  1807.  He  con- 
tinued to  represent  the  county  of 
Buckingham  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  February  1813,  when  he  became 
marquess  of  Buckingham. 

His  grace  was  elected  a  knight  of  the 
garter  in  1830;  and  in  1823«  he  was 
created  duke  of  Buckingham  and 
Chandos,  and  marquess  or  Chandos, 
by  king  George  IV.  as  a  mark  of  his 
mcyesty's  personal  friendship ;  and  he 
was  the  only  peer  elevated  to  ducal 
rank  during  the  reign  of  that  monarch. 
The  creation  of  earl  Temple  of  Stowe 
was  at  the  same  time  granted,  with 
limitation  on  the  failure  of  heirs  male, 
under  the  patent  of  1749,  to  Anna- 
Eliza-Mary,  his  grace's  grand-daugh- 
ter, and  the  heirs  male  of  her  body. 
In  1830,  the  Duke  was  appointed 
lord-steward  of  the  household  of  his 
late  majesty;  but  he  resided  that 
office  on  the  change  of  mmistry  in 
the  following  November. 

His  grace  mai-ried  in  1796  the  lady 
Anna  Eliza  Brydges,  sole  daughter 
and  heiress  of  James  third  and  last 
duke  of  Chandos,  and  coheir  with  the 
marquess  Townshend  of  the  barony  of 
Bourchier.  It  is  through  this  noble 
lady,  that  the  present  duke  (her  only 
child)  represents  the  younger  sister  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  Mary  queen  dow- 
ager of  France,  and  duchess  of  Suffolk, 
to  whose  issue,  b}"  the  last  will  of  that 
monarch,  the  crown  of  these  realms 
was  limited  in  remainder  on  the  con- 
tingency of  a  failure  of  issue  in  other 
lines.  Hence  the  duke*s  name  of 
Plantagenet,  (in  connection  with  those 
of  Grenville,  Brydges,  and  Temple,) 
he  being  the  eldest  representative  of 
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the  line  of  our  ancient  kings,  unmixed 
with  any  foreign  blood. 

After  his  retirement  from  public 
life,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  found 
constant  employment  among  the  varied 
literature  and  works  of  virtu  with 
which  Stowe,  his  favourite  residence, 
abounds.  To  the  latter  of  these  be 
greatly  added  by  his  own  acquisitions 
of  rare  and  exquisite  specimens  of  art, 
made  while  in  Italy.  He  was  particu- 
larly  fond  of  fine  engravings,  and  laid 
out  vast  sums  of  money  m  making 
a  collection  of  rare  and  curious  prints. 
Some  of  these  were  dispersed  by  auc- 
tion a  few  years  ago ;  the  sale  lasted 
for  thirty  days,  and  was  arranged  in 
4,058  lots.  A  magnificent  collection, 
however,  it  is  beueved,  still  remains 
at  Stowe,  including  the  very  extensive 
illustration  of  *'  Granger^s  Biographical 
History  of  England,"  which  contains 
a  vast  number  of  fine  and  rare  portraits, 
the  acquisition  of  which  occupied  him 
many  years,  at  a  cost  of  many  thousand 
pounds. 

17.  Aged  62,  James  Lonsdale,  esq., 
of  Berners-street,  un  artist  of  long  and 
justly  established  reputation. 

—  At  Feckham,  aged  86,  John  Law- 
rence, esq.,  author  of  the  "  Philosophi- 
cal and  Practical  Treatise  on  Horses," 
the  *»  New  Farmers'  Calendar,"  and 
other  works.  He  was  in  early  life  one  of 
the  first  advocates  for  legislative  enact- 
ments to  suppress  cruelty  to  animals, 
and  his  writings  were  of  eminent  service. 

18.  In  Margaret-street,  Cavendish- 
sq.,  aged  22,  Hugh  Gordon,  youngest 
son  of  the  late  Robert  Gordon,  of 
Madras. 

—  In  Montagu-place,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  daughter,  the  countess  of 
Montara,  lady  Nisbett,  relict  of  sir  J. 
Nisbett,  hart. 

—  In  London,  Upper  Canada,  in 
his  50th  year,  the  hon.  John  MaitUnd, 
C.B.,  lieu t. -colonel  of  the  32nd  regi- 
ment, the  third  son  of  James,  present 
and  eighth  earl  of  Lauderdale. 

—  At  Oxford,  aged  75,  Herbert 
Parsons,  esq.,  senior  partner  in  the 
Oxford  old  hank.  He  had  been  an 
active  and  influential  member  of  the 
old  corporation,  and  his  services,  for 
many  years  as  treasurer  to  the  city, 
were  invaluable.  Mr.  Pai*sons  was  a 
person  of  strong  sense,  sound  judg* 
ment,  and  inflexible  integrity ;  in  all 
matters  of  local  history  or  civic  prac* 
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tice  his  information  was  extensive  and 
correct.  He  was  brother  to  Dr.  Par- 
Rons,  master  of  Balliol,  and  bishop  of 
Peterborough.  "Mr.  Parsons  declined 
the  honour  of  a  baronetcy  at  the  coro- 
nation of  George  the  Fourth. 

—  At  Leamington,  aged  55,  IVHss 
Diana  Manners  Sutton,  elaest  daughter 
of  the  late  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  sister  of  tlic  present  viscount  Can- 
terbury. 

19.  At  liUxembourgh,  aged  68, 
•Tjouis  William  Frederick,  reigning 
landgrave  of  Hesse  Tlomburgh,  gover- 
nor of  luuxembourgh  for  the  Germanic 
confefleration,  &c.  He  succeeded  his 
brother  (the  husband  of  the  princess 
KliTsabeth  of  England)  in  1829.  Leav- 
ing no  issue,  he  was  succeeded  in  the 
liandgravate  by  his  brother,  Philip 
Augustus. 

—  At  St.  Alban's,  after  six  weeks' 
illness,  age<l  88,  James  Urown,  esq., 
F.S.A. 

This  venerable  gentleman  was  the 
only  son  of  James  Brown,  esq.,  of 
Stoke  Newington,  who  in  1741  went 
out  as  chief  agent  to  the  Russian  com- 
pany, and  established  a  factory  in  Per- 
sia. His  son,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
was  a  judicious  antiquary,  and  accurate 
genealogist.  In  1782  he  drew  up,  but 
without  his  name,  for  the  "  Bibliotheca 
Topograjihica  Britannica,"  "  Sketches 
of  the  History  and  Antitjuities  of  the 
Parish  of  Stoke  Ncwington.*'  In  1793 
he  was  elected  F.S  A.,  and  he  became 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  that  so- 
ciety.   He  was,  for  many  years,  a  most 
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tish  court  from  the  emperor  of  Russia. 
Count  liieven  was  flret  appointed 
Russian  ambassador  to  this  country  in 
the  year  1812.  He  was  created  aprxnce 
of  the  Russian  empire  by  the  present 
emperor  Nicholas.  He  quittea  £ng« 
land  in  1834,  when  he  received  the 
appointment  of  governor  to  the  mnd 
duKe  Alexander,  and  he  died  in  Italy 
whilst  fiifllling  the  duties  of  that 
charge. 


Anecdotes,"  and  m  IH07  he  drew  up, 
for  his  friend  ^Ir.  Gougli,  an  account 
of  the  Abbey  Church  of  St.  Alban's, 
which  was  incorporated  into  the  history 
of  that  church  published  by  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries  in  1810. 

go.  At  Dublin,  Henry  Kvle,  esq., 
brother  of  the  lord  bishop  of  Corit. 

9\.  At  Catton,  near  Norwich,  aged 
37,  the  rev.  Dacre  Barrett  Ijcnnard, 
rector  of  St.  Michael's  at  Plea  in  that 
city,  and  chaplain  to  the  duke  of  Sussex 
and  to  lord  Western.  He  was  the 
sixth  son  of  sir  Thomas  B.  Ijennard, 
of  Belhus,  in  Essex,  hart.,  by  Dorothy, 
sister  of  sir  John  St.  Aubin,  bart. 

Lately,  In  Italy,  the  prince  IJcven, 
for  many  years  ambassador  at  the  Bri- 


22.  At  the  Cane  of  Good  Hope, 
miyor  G.  D.  Stodaart,  Bengal  cavaJry. 

22.  At  Edinburgh,  aged  54,  the  right 
hon.  Christian,  countess  dow.  of  iSd- 
housie.  She  was  the  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Charles  Brown,  esq.;  was 
married  in  1805,  and  left  a  widow  on 
the  21st  March  last,  having  had  issue 
three  sons,  of  whom  the  present  earl  is 
the  only  survivor. 

—  At  Northampton,  ageil  72,  Ca- 
tharine, widow  of  sir  Georoe  Throck- 
morton, hart.,  of  Weston  underwood. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  Thomas 
Stapleton,  of  Carlton,  county  of  York, 
esq.,  was  married  In  1799,  and  left  a 
widow,  without  issue,  in  1820. — Lady 
Throckmorton  was  the  Catharina  u 
the  poet  Cowjper,  and  there  is  a  ^eas- 
ing portrait  or  her  in  the  recent  edition 
of  nis  works.  The  body  of  this  amiable 
lady  was  deposited  in  the  family  vault 
at  Weston  Underwood.  Alter  her 
death,  a  valuable  library  was  sold  at 
her  house  in  Northampton,  where  she 
had  long  resided. 

—  At  Uath,  aged  31,  Christiana 
Cranstoun,  wife  of  G.  C.  Tuffwell,  esq., 
and  Thomas  Cranstoun  ana  Charles, 
her  twin  children  of  eight  years  of  ase. 
They  were  poisoned  by  prussic  aad, 
which  the  poor  mother,  who  was  insane 
from  the  effects  of  a  milk  fever,  mixed 
with  some  sherry. 

23.  At  Burfonl  Lodge,  DoHcing,  in 
her  75th  year,  Mrs.  Barclay,  relict  of 
George  Harclav,  esq. 

—  In  the  village  of  Sutton  at- Hone, 
near  Dartford,  Kent,  aged  68,  Mrs. 
Grace  I^ock,  a  miserable  old  miter, 
who  after  .enduring  fifty  years  of  to- 
luntary  privations  and  suTOrings,  died 
worth  30,000/.  of  personal  property, 
independent  of  large  freehold  estatCB* 

--  At  his  seat,  Chalderton  Lodge, 
near  Amesbury.  lieut.-gen.  air  John 
Eliey,  K.C.B.,  K.C.H.,  K.M.T.p  and 
K  S.G ,  governor  of  Galwav,  and  ool. 
of  the  7lh  lancers.    This  distingulM 
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offlcer  entered  the  arm^  as  a  private 
soldier.  He  served  with  distinction 
throughout  the  Peninsular  war,  and 
had  the  command  of  the  rear-euard  of 
cavalry,  at  the  battle  of  Talavera. 
He  was  present  at  Vittoria,  Salamanca, 
Toulouse,  &c.,  and  finally  at  Water- 
loo. He  represented  Windsor  in  sir 
R.  Peel's  parliament  Sir  John  Elley 
left  lar^e  uequests  to  various  religious 
institutions,  and  also  legacies  to  pro- 
vide plate  for  the  use  of  the  mess-table 
of  the  7th  and  1 7th  lancers. 

—  At  Wavertree,  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Backhouse,  esq.,  moihcr  of  the 
under-secretary  of  state. 

?4.  At  Bristol,  aged  81,  Joseph 
Smith,  esq.,  barrister- at-law,  one  of  the 
benchers  of  the  society  of  Gray's-inn, 
and  assessor  of  the  Bristol  court  of  Re* 
quests. 

—  At  hts  residence,  Grove  House, 
Battersea,  in  his  94th  year,  Thomas 
Stirline«  esq.,  coroner  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  and  clerk  to  the  coimty 
magistrates. 

95.  At  the  seat  of  the  earl  of  Charle- 
mont,  in  his  33rd  year,  the  right  hon. 
Robert  Bermingham,  vise.  Clements, 
M.P.  for  the  county  of  Leitrim,  eldest 
son  of  the  present  earl  of  Leitrim,  by 
Mary,  eldest  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
William  Bermingham,  esq. 

27.  At  Titley  Court,  Hereford,  in 
her  68th  year,  lady  Coffin  Greenly, 
wife  of  admiral  sir  Isaac  Coffin,  bart. 

—  At  St.  Thomas's,  Jamaica,  aged 
60,  the  hon.  sir  Charles  Paget,  G.C.H., 
vice-admiral  of  tlie  White,  and  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  West  India 
and  North  American  statiims  ;  brother 
to  general  the  marquess  of  Anglesey, 
K.G.,  G.C.B. 

Sir  Charles  Paget  was  the  fillh  son 
of  Henry  seventh  lord  Paget,  and  first 
earl  of  Uxbridge,  by  Jane,  eldest  dau. 
of  the  very  rev.  Arthur  Champagne, 
dean  of  Clonmacnois.  Sir  Charles  sat 
for  many  years  in  parliament.  He 
was  first  elected  for  Milbourne  Port 
in  June  1804,  on  the  retirement  of  his 
eldest  brother  the  present  marquess  of 
Anglesey.  At  the  general  election  of 
1806,  he  was  returned  for  the  town  of 
Carnarvon,  in  the  place  of  his  brother 
Edward ;  and  continue<l  to  repre- 
sent that  borough  from  that  time  until 
the  dissolution  of  1830.  In  June  1831, 
he  was  again  chosen,  and  he  gave  his 
vote  with  the  majority  on  tlie  passing 
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of  the  reform  act  in  September  follow- 
ing. He  was  again  elected  in  1833, 
but  retired  in  1837.  Sir  Charles's 
death  ensued  after  a  violent  attack  of 
yellow  fever.  Of  his  suite  of  twenty 
persons  no  less  than  six  had  died  of  the 
same  complaint. 

Lately.  At  Roehampton,  John 
Poulett  Thomson,  esq.,  of  Waverley 
Abbey. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  the  only  son  of 
Andrew  Thomson,  esq.,  of  Roehamp- 
ton, by  Harriett,  widow  of —  Wright, 
esq.,  heir  of  John  Buncombe,  of  Goth- 
urst,  county  of  Somerset,  esq.  He 
purchased  Waverley  Abbey  about  1 796, 
of  the  rev.  sir  Charles  Rich,  bart.  By 
royal  sign  manual  bearing  date  July 
1814,  he  took  the  surnames  and  arms 
of  Buncombe  and  Poulett,  in  virtue  of 
his  descent  through  the  fiimily  of  Bun- 
combe, of  North  Petherton,  Wilts, 
from  sir  Amyas  Poulett,  of  Hinton 
St.  George,  privy  councillor  to  queen 
Elizabeth.  Mr.  Thomson  married 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  John  Jacob, 
of  Salisbury,  M.D.,  by  whom  he  had 
issue  three  sons,  viz.,  Andrew  Henry 
Thomson,  esq.,  fbrmerlv  a  director  of 
the  Bank  of  Lneland,  who  was  drown- 
ed this  year  in  the  river  Thames,  near 
Marlow ;  George  Julius  Poulett  Scrope, 
esq.,  M.P.  for  Stroud,  who  in  1821, 
took  the  name  of  Scrope  upon  his  mar- 
riage ;  and  the  right  hon.  Charles  Pou- 
lett Thomson,  now  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  M.P.  for  Man- 
chester ;  and  six  daughters. 

—  At  Albany,  United  States,  gene- 
ral Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  formerly 
lieut-governor,  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  chancellor  of  the  university, 
president  of  the  canal  board,  and  senior 
major-general  in  the  militia  of  that 
state. 

—  At  her  house  in  Hamilton-place, 
London,  in  her  74th  year,  the  most 
noble  Elizabeth  Leveson  Gower, 
duchess-dowager  of  Sutherland,  count- 
ess of  Sutherland  (1228),  and  lady 
Strathnaver,  in  the  peerage  of  Scotland. 

Her  grace  was  born  at  Ijeven  Lodge, 
near  Edinburgh,  in  1765,  and  was  the 
only  surviving  child  of  William  eigh- 
teenth earl  of  Sutherland,  by  Mary, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  William 
Maxwell,  of  Preston,  in  the  stew. 
artry  of  Kirkcudbright,  esq.  She  was 
only  a  twelvemonth  old  when,  in  the 
month  of  June  1766,  the  suffered  the 
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loss  of  both  her  parents.  They  were 
staying  at  Bath,  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining relief  from  the  melancholy 
impressed  by  the  loss  of  their  elder 
daughter  ;  when  the  earl  was  attacked 
by  rever,  and  the  countess  was  so  over- 
come by  the  &tigue  and  anxiety  of  his 
tediflus  illness,  that  she  died  sixteen 
days  before  the  earl  himself  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  disease.  By  this  calamity  the 
orphan  daughter  became  the  sole  hei- 
ress of  their  titles  and  estates.  A  com- 
petition arose  for  the  earldom  of  Su- 
therland ;  and  counter-claims  were 
advanced  on  the  part  of  sir  Robert 
Gordon,  of  Gordonstoun,  bart.,  as  heir 
male  of  Alexander,  twelhh  earl  of  Su- 
therland, who  died  in  1594,  and  also  on 
the  part  of  George  Sutherland  of 
Torse.  Her  ladyship's  cause  was  verv 
ably  defended  by  her  professional  ad- 
visers, and,  after  various  proceedings, 
the  house  of  lords  gave  judgment  in 
her  favour,  as  *'  heir  of  the  bodv  of 
William,  who  was  earl  of  Sutherland 
in  1275.»' 

The  countess's  claim  was  thus  con- 
firmed, and  her  rights  established  to 
the  most  ancient  title  existins  in  Bri- 
tain (conferred  certainly  berore  1245. 
This  decision  produced  the  highest  na- 
tional satisfaction,  and  public  reioicings 
took  place  in  consequence,  in  different 
parts  of  Scotland,  xhe  countess  passed 
ner  youth  in  her  native  country  under 
the  superintendence  of  her  grand-mo- 
ther lady  Alva  (widow  of  the  17th  earl 
of  Sutherland,  and  afterwards  the  wife 
of  Charles  £rskine,  of  Tinwald  and 
Alva,  a  lord  of  session,  and  lord  justice 
clerk),  who  died  in  1806  in  her  90th 
year. 

In  1779  the  countess  of  Sutherland 
raised  a  resiment  for  the  defence  of 
Britain,  called  the  Sutherland  fenci- 
bles,  which  was  completed  to  the  full 
number  of  1000  men  in  twelve  da^s, 
and  the  command  given  to  her  cousm- 
gernian  William  \V  emyss  of  Wemyss. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
1793,  the  countess  again  raised  a  regi- 
ment of  fencibles,  aGo  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  same  officer ;  and  that  re- 
giment, in  1798,  volunteered  their 
services  to  assist  in  quelling  the  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland,  where  they  were  ac- 
tively and  successfully  employed  until 
an  end  was  put  to  those  unhappy  dis- 
tuibances.  Being  afterwards  disbanded 
Ski  the  same  time  with  the  other  corps 
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raised  upon  a  similar  footing,  it  wai 
in  1800  incorporated  into  the  line,  and 
became  the  93rd  foot,  and  the  com« 
mand  continued  to  be  held  by  general 
Wemyss  until  his  death. 

On  the  4th  September,  1785,  the 
countess  of  Sutherland  was  married  to 
the  right  hon.  George  Granville  Leve- 
son-Grower,  viscount  Trentham,  heir- 
anparent  to  earl  Gower ;  who,  on  the 
elevation  of  his  fisither  to  the  marquisate 
of  Stafford,  assumed  the  title  of  earl 
Gower  in  February  following;  was 
called  to  the  house  of  peers  as  baron 
Gower  in  1799;  afterwards  succeeded 
as  marquess  of  Stafford  in  1803 ;  and 
was  finally  created  duke  of  Sutherknd 
in  January,  1833.  His  grace  was  am- 
bassador in  France  during  the  eventful 
period  from  May  1790  to  August  1792. 

In  coniunction  with  his  grace,  Uie 
duchess  of  Sutherland  was  a  very  liberal 
patron  of  the  fine  arts,  and  was  herself 
no  mean  proficient  with  the  pencil  and 
the  burin.  A  collection  of  views  in 
Orkney  and  on  the  souUi-easteni  coast 
of  Scotland  were  drawn  and  etdied  by 
her  grace  between  the  years  1805-7, 
and,  with  an  account  or  the  Orkney 
Islands,  printed  in  one  volume  folio  fiff 
private  aistribution. 

Her  grace  had  six  children ;  three 
sons  died  in  infiincy ;  and  the  survivors 
are,  1.  Geoi^  Granville,  second  duke 
and  now  earl  of  Sutherland;  8.  the 
rijght  hon.  Charlotte  SoiAia,  countess 
otSurrey;  3.  the  right  hon.  Elisabeth 
Mary,  countess  Grosvenor;  and  4. 
lord  Francis  Egerton,  who  assimied 
that  name  on  inheriting  the  Bridge* 
water  estates  after  his  Sither's  death. 

The  duchess's  body  was  removed 
from  her  town  manrion  on  the  9tb  of 
Feb.  The  procession,  which  indud- 
ed  three  royal  carriages  and  between 
seventy  and  eighty  of  the  nobility  and 

gentry,  accompanied    the  heane   to 
ilackwall,  where  the  bodj  was  em< 
barked  for  Scotland. 

The  remains  of  her  grace  beii^ 
landed  at  Aberdeen  were  placed  in  a 
hearse  and  the  funeral  prorcsrion 
formed,  which  included  the  lord  pNh 
vost  of  Alierdeen,  the  dieriff  of  Su- 
therlandshire,  and  a  deputation  from 
the  college.  The  bells  of  aUthe  chuidMS 
were  tolled,  and  every  mxtk  of  teqiect, 
public  and  private,  exhibited  which 
could  have  been  paid  even  to  royaltv* 
On  reaching  Dunrobin  Cattle  the  bo4x 
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laid  in  state  two  days,  and  was  then  married,  and  had  a  large  family.    His 
deposited  in  the  family  yault  at  Dorn-  youngest   daughter   was  married    in 
och,  by  the  side  of  the  coffin  of  the     1835  to  lord  Grantley.    His  son,  cap- 
late  duke  of  Sutherland.  tain    Frederick  W.  Beechey^  R^., 

28.  At    Hampstcad,    aged    86,   sir  F.R.S.,  is  well  known  as  an  experi- 

William  Beechy,  knight,  royal  acade-  enced  and  meritorious  nayal  omcer, 

mician.    Sir  W.  Beechey  was  origi-  haying,  amongst  other  arduous  duties, 

nally  designed  for  the  legal  profession,  been  one  of   captain  sir  £.  Parry's 

and*  was  articled  to  a  Mr.  Owen,  soli-  lieutenants  in  tne  second  expedition 

citor  of  Tooke's  court.    His  talents,  towards  the  North  Pole, 

howeyer,  were  not  of  the  kind  suited  31.    Aged  78,  R.  Rick  word,  esq.,  of 

to  the  law;  and  haying  accidentally  Longbridge  Deyerill,  Wilts.  This  gen* 

made  the  acquaintance  of  seyeral  stu-  tleman  was  born  at  Plumpton,  in  §us- 

dents  of  the  royal  academy,  he  became  sex.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  the 

so  enamoured  of  the  fine  arts,  that  he  Southdown  sheep  into  the  county  of 

preyailed  on  Mr.  Owen  to  receiye  a  Wiltshire. 

young  man  whom  he  had  procured  as  Lately.  At  Drogheda,  aged  108,  the 

a  substitute,  and,  in  1772,  was  admit-  rey.  Thomas  Moore, 

ted  as  a  student  at  Somerset  House.  Lately,  At  Pumeeah,  Bengal,  aged 

The  Ruspini  fiimily  was,  we  belieye,  21,  lieutenantXimenes,l6th  regiment, 

the  first  picture  that  he  sent  to  the  eldest  son  of  migor-^neral  sir  Dayid 

exhibition    of  the   Royal   Academy.  Ximenes,  of  Bear  Asn,  Berks. 

From  London,  Mr.  Beechy  went  to  ^  Aged  5^.  lieutenant-colonel,  ba- 

Norwich,  where  he  began  with  paint-  ron  George  Noleken. 

ing  small  conyersation  pieces,  in  the  Lately,  Drowned,  in  Columbia  riyer, 

manner  practised  first  by  Hogarth,  while  in  command  of  one  of  tbe  ships 

On  his  return  to  the  metropolis,  after  of  the  hon.  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

an  absence  of  four  or  fiye  years,  his  Dayid  Home,  esq.,  formerly  H.C.S., 

talents  becoming  known,  he  was  grati-  second  son  of  the  late  James  Home» 

fied  by  general  celebrity.     He    was  esq.,  of  Linhouse,  Edinburghshire, 

elected  an  associate  of  the  Royal  Aca-  —  At  Toronto,  Canada,  the  hon. 

demy  Mi  1793,  and  in  the  same  year  Duncan  Cameron,  proyincial  secretary 

painted   a    whole-length  portrait    of  and  registrar. 

queen  Charlotte.  In  1798  Mr.  Beechey  —  At  the  hospital  at  Chaillot,  the 

painted  a  large  equestrian  portrait  of  Polish  general  Wroniecki.    He  was  in 

nis  majesty  George   III.,  with  the  the  prime  of  life,  and  was  one  of  the 

prince  of  Wales  and  duke  of  York,  most  distinguished  officers  of  the  Po- 

reyiewing  the  3d  and  10th  dragoons,  lish  army,  created  by  the  grand  duke 

a  well-known  picture,  which  has  been  Constantine.   His  works  on  the  Art  of 

considered  his  chefd^oduvre.   The  same  War  are  highly  esteemed, 

year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  —  At  Broglie,  in  Normandy,  tbe 

^yal  Academy,  and  had  the  honour  duchess  de  Broglie,  grand -dauffhter  to 

of  knighthood  conferred  on  him  by  the  Necker,  and  daughter  to  the  celebrated 

king.    Sir  William,  soon  after  this,  Madame  de  Stael.    Her  life  was  a 

painted  a  suite  of  portraits  of  the  royal  beautiful  model  of  female  excellence, 

princesses  for  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  She  is  suryiyed  by  her  husband  and 

whole-length  portraits  of  all  the  royal  two  sons,  the  youngest   only   three 

family  for  the  ^othic  palace  erecting  at  years  of  age,  and  one  daughter,  mar- 

Kew.    There  is  also  an  apartment  in  ried    to    the    yiscomte    D'Hausson-* 

Frogmore-palace  which  is  decorated  yille. 

entirely  with  portraits  by  the  same  —  On  her  estate  of  Biala-Cerkiew, 
artist.  In  fact,  sir  William  painted  in  her  80th  year,  the  celebrated  coun- 
the  greater  portion  of  the  people  of  tess  Branitska,  niece  of  Potemkin. 
rank  and  fashion,  forming  a  considera-  She  had  been  a&yourite  of  the  empress 
ble  amount  of  pictures,  which  were  ad-  Catharine,  on  which  account  the  em- 
mired  for  the  accuracy  of  the  likeness,  peror  Alexander  always  treated  her 
the  general  management,  and  tone  of  with  the  utmost  distinction  and  re- 
colour.  Sir  William  was  elected  a  spect,  addressing  her  by  the  name  of 
Royal  Academician,  on  the  death  of  matushkoy  or  mother.  The  countess 
Mr.  Hodges,  in  1797.    He  was  twice  left  an  enormous  fortune,  which  it  is 
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said  will  be  partly  inherited  by  count 
IVoronzow,  her  son-in-law. 

—  At  New  York,  old  Dnponte,  the 
Italian  poet.  It  is  said  that  Mozart 
died  in  nis  arms.  He  laid  claim  to  the 
poetry  of  "  Don  Giovanni,"  "  Marri- 
age of  Figaro,"  and  a  host  of  operas. 

—  Mr.  William  Field,  of  I^unces- 
ton,  a  wealthy  convict,  who  left  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  300,000/. 

—  At  Nice,  Mary,  relict  of  Nath. 
Cavenagh,  late  of  Bath,  and  of  county 
Wexford. 

—  At  Dresden,  Arthur  Hushes, 
esq.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the 
rev.  sir  Robert  Hughes,  the  third  bart. 
of  £a8t  Bergholt,  Suffolk,  and  was 
married  to  the  hon.  Anna  Maria 
Petre,  sister  to  lord  Petre,  in  January, 
1838. 

—  At  Grenada,  captain  H.  Jarvis, 
70th  Foot,  son  of  lieutenant-colunel 
Jarvis  of  Donnington  Hall,  county 
Lincoln. 


FEBRUAKY. 

1.  At  Brickhill-house,  Catharine, 
relict  of  Thomas  Lynch  Golebom, 
esq.,  sister  of  the  late  and  only  sur- 
viving child  of  sir  Joseph  Mawbey,  of 
Botleys,  county  Surrey,  bart.,  upwards 
of  thirty  years  knight  of  the  shire. 

—  At  Pesth,  aged  97,  baron  Appel 
de  Kapocsany ,  a  distinguished  agricul- 
turist. It  was  he  who  first  Introduced 
the  potatoe  into  Hungary,  and  the  late 
emperor  Francis  the  1st,  wishing  to  re- 
ward his  agricultural  labours,  created 
him  a  noble,  with  the  title  of  baron, 
and  made  the  potatoe  figure  in  his  coat 
of  arms. 

4.  At  her  ancient  seat,  Dunsland, 
in  her  72nd  year,  Mary,  relict  of  the 
rev.  W.  Holland  Coham,  of  Coham, 
and  last  surviving  sister  of  the  late 
Arscott  Bickford,  esq.,  of  Arscott  and 
Dunsland. 

5.  In  Mount-gardens,  aged  76,  R. 
Cabanel,  esq.,  architect,  lie  was  a 
native  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  but  had 
lived  in  England  since  his  boyhood. 
He  was  the  architect  of  the  stage  of 
old  Drury-lane  theatre,  and  was  the 
inventor  of  the  roof  known  by  his 
name,  besides  a  number  of  machines 
and  other  matters  of  much  value. 

6.  Mary  Anne,  wife  of  colonel  Bia- 
grave,ofCalcotPark. 


.February. 

7.  In  Groflvenar-street,  aged  19» 
Frank  Sotheron,  esq.,  admiru  of  tlie 
White  squadron  m  her  nujesty'i 
fleet,  and  late  M.P.  for  Nottingliam- 
shire. 

8.  At  CaaUe  Hill,  DorKtshixe,  aged 
64,  William  Williams,  esq.,  fonnerly 
of  Belmont-house,  Surrey,  and  Poit* 
land- place,  Londoni  and  M.P.  fir 
Weymouth. 

Mr.  Williams  was  the  youngeat  mi 
of  Robert  Williams,  esq  ,  formOTW  of 
Moor  Park,  Hertfordshire,  ana  of 
Bridehead,  and  M.P.  for  Dorchester. 
During  two  parliaments,  from  1S18  to 
1826,  Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the 
members  for  the  united  botouriis  rf 
Weymouth  and  Melcomhe  Bcgis.  As 
a  politician,  he  supported  the  cause 
and  maintained  the  principlea  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  He  filled  for 
many  years,  with  zeal  and  aUlitj,  the 
office  of  provincial  grand  master  of 
freemasons  for  Dorsetshire^  and  com- 
piled the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
order,  by  authority  of  the  mrand  kidse 
of  England,  being  deeply  snUed  m  the 
arcana  of  masonry. 

—  At  his  residence,  in  theQuadmit, 
Regent-street,  in  his  70th  year,  John 
Yendramini,  esq.,  the  distinguishsd 
engraver. 

He  was  bom  at  Roncade,  near  Bas- 
sano,  and  received  his  profeaslonal 
education  in  London  from  the  cele- 
brated Bartolozzi.  In  1606  he  paid  a 
visit  to  Russia,  where  his  talents  were 
justly  and  highly  estimated)  and  he 
enjoyed  the  uninterrupted  pAtronage 
of  the  em])eror,  and  the  favour  of  many 
of  the  most  powerfol  nobles.  So  great 
indeed  was  the  value  attached  to  his 
services,  that  he  wasabsolutelv  rdAnsd 
a  passport  to  enable  him  to  mave  the 
country  and  rgoin  his  ftmllT;  and  it 
was  only  through  the  friendship  and 
zeal  of  his  compatriot,  the  duke  of 
Saracapriolo,  the  Neapolitan  ambas- 
sador, that  he  could  effect  his  escape 
in  the  character  of  a  courier  charged 
with  despatches.  On  his  return  to 
England,  Mr.Vendraminl  pursued  his 
career  with  diligence  and  success. 
Among  his  many  works,  the  Vision  of 
St.  Catherine,  after  Paul  Verouese ; 
the  St.  Sebastian,  after  Snagnoletto; 
and  the  Leda,  after  Leonarao  da  Vind, 
vjoij  be  mentioned  as  foithiiil  and 
masterly  transcripts  fhm  these  neat 
painters.    Among  his  greatest  emKts, 
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may  also  be  named  his  large  and  noble 
enfipraviug  of  the  Raising  of  Lazanis, 
from  the  Sebastian  del  Fiombo,  in  the 
National  Gallery. 

9.  At  his  seat,*Swansfield,  Northum- 
berland, in  his  9l8t  year,  Henry  Col- 
ling wood  Sclby,  esq.,  late  clerk  of  the 
peace  for  Middlesex. 

—  Christopher  Salter,  esq.,  late  of 
Stoke  Poges.  He  was  formerly  high 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  for  many 
years  acted  as  a  magistrate  and  deputy- 
lieutenant. 

11.  At  Stephen V green,  Dublin,  in 
his  83rd  year,  the  right  hon.  William 
Saurin,  formerly  attorney-general  for 
Ireland  during  nearly  fitceen  years. 

12.  At  Bradford  House,  Belbrough- 
ton,  Worcestershire,  aged  46,  Edward 
Handheld,  esq.,  a  commander  in  the 
royal  navy. 

—  Aged  30,  Arthur  C.  P.  Taylor, 
youngest  son  of  James  Taylor,  esq., 
of  Upper  Harley-street,  and  late  mem- 
ber in  council  at  Madras. 

14.  At  Paris,  commander  John 
Jekyll,  R.N.  He  evinced  much  in- 
genuity in  several  mechanical  inven- 
tions, and  obtained  a  patent  for  im- 
provements in  steam  and  vapour  baths. 

—  In  South  Audley-street,  Char- 
lotte, widow  of  Henry  Hoare,  esq., 
only  son  of  the  late  sir  Richard  Colt 
Hoare,  bart.,  of  Stourhead,  Wilts. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  sir 
Cdward  Dering,  the  seventh  baronet, 
of  Surenden  Dering,  in  Kent. 

15.  At  Brighton,  aged  28,  C.  T. 
Egerton,  esq.,  eldest  son  of  lieut.-gen. 
sir  Charles  Egerton. 

—  At  the  rectory,  Carlton,  Derby- 
shire, sir  Greorge  Cyre,  K.C.B.  and 
K.C.M.G.,  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 

—  At  Trinidad,  aged  34,  Stephen 
Rothery,  esq.,  her  majesty*8  attorney- 
general  for  that  island. 

16.  Aged  76,  James  Boaden,  esc]^., 
an  eminent  dramatic  author.  This 
gentleman  was  the  son  of  Mr.  William 
Boaden,  many  years  in  the  Russia 
trade :  the  family  is  Cornish,  and  Mr. 
Boaden's  grandfather  died  a  tenant 
of  sir  Francis  Bassett.  Mr.  James 
Boaden  came  with  his  parents  to 
London  when  very  young,  and,  after 
receiving  the  proper  education  for  a 
man  of  business,  he  wan  placed  in  the 
counting-house  of  the  late  alderman 
Perchard.  He  early  became  attached 
to  literature  and  the  drama ;  and  when 
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Mr.  John  Bell  established  the  Orack 
newspaper,  he  received,  for  many 
years,  the  aid  of  Mr.  Boaden 's  talents, 
both  in  the  conduct  of  his  paper,  and 
in  the  arrangement  of  his  various 
publications.  It  should  be  observed, 
that  the  newspapers  of  that  day  were 
less  political  than  at  present ;  they 
were  rather  a  repository  for  the  effu- 
sions of  men  of  taste  and  genius,  than 
a  mere  register  of  events  or  a  vehicle 
for  party  politics.  The  columns  of 
the  Oracle^  at  the  period  we  speak  of, 
abounded  with  observations  on  the 
arts,  with  specimens  of  elegant  poetry, 
and  sound  criticism:  the  progress  of 
the  drama  was  accurately  marked,  and 
the  claims,  both  of  poet  and  actor, 
closely  In  vestigated.  In  the  execution 
of  these  duties,  Mr.  Boaden,  from  an 
admirer  of  the  stage,  became  a  writer 
for  it.  His  "  Fontainville  Forest," 
produced  at  Covent  Garden  in  1794, 
was  perfectly  successful,  and  besides 
the  copyright,  for  which  he  obtained 
a  hundred  guineas,  realized  a  handsome 
sum.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Boaden 
entered  himself  of  the  Middle  Temple; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
ever  called  to  the  bar.  His  next  per- 
formance was  a  tragedy  called  the 
"Secret  Tribunal,"  acted  at  Covent 
Garden  in  1795.  This  was  followed 
by  the  "Italian  Monk,"  from  Mrs. 
Radcliffe's  «  Confessional  o£ihe  Black 
Penitents;"  the  **Cambro-Britons5" 
the  "  Voice  of  Nature,"  adapted  to 
our  stage  from  the  French  of  M.  Caig- 
nez ;  and  lastly,  the  ^^  Maid  of  Bristol," 
all  acted  with  great  success  at  the 
Hay  market.  These,  with  the  addition 
of  *^  Aurelio  and  Miranda,"  from  Mr. 
Lewis's  romance  of  "The  Monk," 
performed  at  Drury-lane  in  1798, 
appear  to  be  the  whole  of  Mr.  Boaden*8 
contributions  to  the  stage.  When  the 
Shakspeare  forgeries  were  first  ex- 
hibited to  the  world,  Mr.  Boaden,  in 
common  with  all  admirers  of  the  illus- 
trious bard,  felt  a  strong  interest  M'ith 
regard  to  those  MSS.  He  wished  to 
find  them  genuine,  and  too  easily  con- 
cluded they  were  so;  but,  upon  more 
scrupulous  examination,  Mr.  Boaden 
found  that  his  enthusiasm  had  outrun 
his  judgment.  He  immediately  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  A  Letter 
to  George  Steevras,  esq.,'*  in  which 
he  stated  explicitly  the  grounds  of  his 
disbelief,  and  clearly  demonstrated  the 
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forgery.  The  public  were  moreover 
indebted  to  JVf  r.  Boaden  for  the  me- 
moirs of  his  friend  Mr.  Kemble,  Mrs. 
Siddons,  Mrs.  Jordan,  and  Mrs.  Inch- 
bald.  IVo  ingenious  performances, 
bearing  somewhat  of  the  character  of 
novels,  entitled  **  The  Man  of  Two 
Lives,"  and  «^  The  Doom  of  Giallo  ;" 
and  two  others — of  a  different  class  and 
of  considerable  merit — namely,  '*  An 
Inc^uiry  into  the  authenticity  of  the 
various  pictures  and  prints  of  Shak- 
speare,*'  and  an  able  tract  "  On  the 
Sonnets  of  Shakspeare,''  complete  the 
list  of  Mr.  Boaden 's  publications. 
Mr.  Boaden  left  nine  children,  one  of 
whom  is  known  as  an  artist ;  another 
(a  daughter)  has  manifested  some 
talent  as  a  dramatic  writer. 

17.  At  Edinburgh,  in  his  89th  year, 
the  right  hon.  William  Adam,  of  Blair 
Adam,  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Kinross,  lord  chief  commissioner  of 
the  jury  court  of  Scotland,  a  bencher 
of  Lincoln's-inn,  &c.  He  was  a  son 
of  John  Adam,  esq.,  of  Mar^rburgh, 
CO.  Kinross,  formerly  an  architect  at 
Lieith.  At  the  age  of  94,  Mr.  Adam 
was  introduced  into  parliament,  being 
returned  for  Gatton  at  the  general 
election  of  1774.  To  the  parliament 
of  1780  Mr.  Adam  was  returned  for 
the  Wigton  district  of  burghs ;  to  that 
of  1784  for  the  Elgin  district ;  to  that 
of  1790  for  the  county  of  Kinross; 
from  which  he  retired,  by  accepting 
the  stewardship  of  the  Chiltern  hun- 
dreds in  March  1794.  Mr.  Adam 
attached  himself  to  the  party  of  lord 
North  ;  and  the  first  memorable  event 
in  his  political  career  was  a  duel  with 
Mr.  Fox,  which  took  place  on  the 
29th  November  1778,  in  consequence 
of  expressions  used  towards  him  by 
Mr.  Fox  in  the  house  of  commons:  in 
this  affair,  Mr.  Fox  was  wounded. 
In  September  1780,  Mr.  Adam  was 
apiKiinted  treasurer  of  the  Ordnance, 
which  office  he  held  until  April  1782  ; 
and  again  for  eight  months,  from  April 
to  December  1783.  In  1782,  Mr.  Adam 
became  a  member  of  the  English  bar ; 
in  his  profession  he  held  a  distinguished 
rank.  He  was  for  many  years  auditor 
to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  in  which  office 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  He  had 
for  a  long  period  very^  considerable 

Practice    before    committees   of  the 
ouse  of  commons.    In  1790  he  was 
one  of  the  managers  appointed  to  draw 
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up  and  conduct  theartidefl  of  impeidi- 
ment  against  Mr.  Warren  HaBtiogi. 
He  was  also  introduced  to  the  notfce 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  honoured 
him  with  his  personal  iViendship,  ud 
appointed  him  successively  to  the 
principal  legal  offices  in  his  establisfa- 
ment.  In  1802,  Mr.  Adam  was  ap- 
pointed  counsel  to  the  East  Indu 
company.  He  was  one  of  the  counsel 
retamed  by  lord  Melville  on  his  trial 
before  the  house  of  peers  in  1806 ;  ud 
in  1809  he  took  part  in  the  defence  of 
the  duke  of  York  against  the  charges 
of  colonel  Wardle.  Mr.  Adam  did  not 
sit  in  parliament  after  his  retirement 
in  1794  until  the  year  1806,  when  he 
was  elected  for  the  county  o^  Kincar- 
dine, as  he  was  again  in  1807.  In 
March,  1815,  he  was  sworn  a  member 
of  the  privy  council ;  and  shortly  after, 
on  the  first  establishment  of  the  civil 
jury  court  in  Scotland,  he  was  made 
its  principal  judge,  under  the  title  of 
lord  chief  commissioner,  which  office 
he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Adam  married,  in  1777,  the  hon. 
Eleanora  Elphinston,  second  daughter 
of  Charles,  tenth  lord  Elphinston.  By 
this  lady  he  had  issue  a  numerous 
family ;  of  whom  are — ^William  Georse 
Adam,  esq,,  accountant-general  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  auditor  to  the 
present  duke  of  Bedford.  Vice-admiral 
sir  Charles  Adam,  K.C.B.,  one  of  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  M.P.  for  the  shires  of  Clackman- 
nan and  Kinross.  Lieut^^eneral  the 
right  hon.  sir  Frederick  Adam,  K.C.B. 
and  G.C.M.G.,  formerly  lord  high 
commissioner  of  the  Ionian  islands. 

—  At  Netley,  Surrey,  aged  M, 
Edmund  Shullet  Lomax,  esq. 

-.  Cecil  Wyld,  third  daughter  of 
the  late  rev.  G.  Wyld,  of  Speen,  and 
sister  of  G.  H.  Walker  Heneagei 
esq.,  M.P. 

—  At  the  fiimily  seat,  near  Cashd, 
the  wife  of  sir  John  J.  Fit^erald, 
hart.  She  was  the  daughter  of  O. 
Pennefather,  eso.  of  CasheL 

—  At  Bath,  Joseph  Houlton,  esq., 
of  Farleigh  Castle,  lieut.-colonel  of  the 
1st  Somersetshire  militia.  He  was 
the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  Houlton,  esq., 
of  the  same  place,  by  Dorothea-Sanui, 
his  wife,  or  the  ancient  fiimily  of 
Torriano,  of  Italy. 

—  At  Whitchurch  Canonicorum, 
Dorsetshire,  the  rey.  Francis  Goforthi 
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yicar  of  that  parish,  a  prebendary  of 
Wells,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Dorset. 

—  At  Lieamington,  aged  73,  Catha- 
rine, wife  of  £.  JBrenton,  esq.,  judge 
of  Newfoundland. 

—  At  Charlton,  in  consequence  of 
drinking  a  liniment  by  mistake  for  a 
cough  mixture,  John  Dynely,  esq., 
of  6ray's-inn,  brother  of  major  Dyne- 
ley,  li.  Horse  Art. 

18.  At  his  house  in  the  Circus,  Bath, 
in  his  67th  year,  the  rev.  Thomas 
Falconer,  M.  A.  and  M.  D.  He  was 
born  in  that  city,  and  was  the  only 
child  of  the  late  Dr.  Falconer,  whose 
eminence  as  a  physician,  and  distinct 
tion  as  a  scholar  and  a  scientific 
inquirer,  are  well  known.  The  early 
elements  of  his  classical  education  he 
received  at  the  cathedral  school  at 
Chester,  in  which  city  his  uncle,  the 
learned  commentator  of  the  Geography 
of  Strabo,  was  at  the  time  resident. 
When  between  fifteen  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  elected  a  scholar 
of  Corpus  Christi  college,  Oxford, 
where  he  succeeded  to  a  fellowship 
about  the  year  1795.  In  1797  he  pub- 
lished a  translation,  with  many  excel- 
lent notes,  of  the  Periplus  of  Hanno. 
He  also  edited,  with  tlie  assistance  of 
Mr.  Halliwell,  of  Brazenose,  the  cele- 
brated edition  of  the  Oxford  Strabo ; 
the  notes  of  which  had  been  prepared 
for  the  press  by  his  uncle,  Mr.  Thomas 
Falconer.  Having  entered  into  the 
church,  Mr.  Falconer  was  on  several 
occasions  elected  a  select  preacher  in 
the  university ;  and  published  the  ser- 
mons he  delivered.  In  1810  he  filled 
the  office  of  Bampton  lecturer,  and 
his  lectures  were  published,  under 
the  title  of  "Certain  Principles  in 
Evanson's  Dissonance  of  the  four  Evan- 
gelists examined."  He  afterwards 
published  several  minor  works,  among 
which  the  most  remarkable  was,  "  A 
Defence  of  Eusebius,  Bishop  of  Caesa- 
rea,*'  and  he  was  the  author  of  one  or 
two  literary  articles  in  the  Quarterly 
lleview. 

In  1822,  Mr.  Falconer  proceeded 
bachelor  and  doctor  in  medicine.  He 
had  spent  the  previous  year  at  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  had  at  an  earlier 
period  of  life  remained  for  two  sessions, 
during  which  he  regularly  attended 
the  medical  classes.  He  soon  after- 
wards commenced  preparing,  for  the 


February. 

press,  a  translation  of  the  Geography 
of  Strabo,  which  he  finished,  and  was 
engaged  in  arranging  to  print  it  at  the 
time  of  his  decease. 

19.  At  the  palace,  Lichfield,  Helena, 
widow  of  sir  Charles  Oakeley,  bart., 
governor  of  Madras,  and  mother  of  the 
rev.  sir  Herbert  Oakeley,  bart.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Rooert  Beatson, 
of  Killeric,  county  of  Fife. 

—  At  Alvington  House,  Stone- 
house,  aged  64,  rear-admiral  sir  John 
Ferris  Devonshire,  K.  C.  H. 

—  At  Aske  Hall,  near  Richmond, 
Yorkshire,  in  his  73rd  year,  the  right 
hon.  Lawrence  Dundas,  earl  of  Zet- 
land (1838),  second  baron  Dundas  of 
Aske  (1794),  and  the  third  baronet 
(1762)  ;  lord  lieutenant  of  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  pro-grand  master  ot  the 
Freemasons,  LL.  D.  and  F.  S.  A. 

The  earl  of  Zetland  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Thomas^  first  lord  Dundas,  by 
lady  Charlotte  Fitz  William,  the  se- 
cond daughter  of  William  third  earl 
F'itz  William.  He  was  first  returned 
to  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Rich- 
mond at  the  general  election  of  1798  ; 
and  sat  in  parliament  for  that  place 
and  the  city  of  York  alternately,  until, 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  succeeded 
to  the  peerage  June  1830. 

Mr.  Dundas,  in  his  parliamentary 
conduct,  always  took  a  decided  part 
with  the  Whigs.  At  the  coronation 
of  her  present  majesty,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  title  of  earl  of  Zetland, 
by  patent  dated  June,  1838. 

His  lordship  married  in  1794,  Har- 
riet, third  daughter  of  general  John 
Hale,  and  by  that  lady  had  issue  four 
sons  (of  whom  only  two  are  now  living) 
and  three  daughters. 

—  In  Grauon-street,  in  his  86th 
year,  the  right  hon.  Alleyne  Fitz 
Herbert,  baron  St.  Helenas  in  the 
peerage  of  Ireland  (1791),  and  baron 
St.  Helen's,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in 
that  of  the  United  Kingdom  (1801), 
G.  C.  H.  a  privy  councillor  of  England 
and  Irelana,  M.  A.  and  F.  S.  A. 

Lord  St.  Helen's  was  the  fourth  son 
of  William  Fitzherbert,  esq.,  of  Tis- 
sington,  in  the  countv  of  Derby.  He 
was  educated  at  Derby  and  Eton,  and 
sent  to  Cambridge  in  1770,  where  he 

gave  an  early  indication  of  his  talents 
y  carrying  off  the  first  classical 
medal.  On  leaving  the  university  he 
travelled  in  France  and  Italy,  and 
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havin^  on  his  relurii  home  entered  into 
the  diplotiiatical  profession,  he  was  ap- 
)>()inted  minister  of*  this  country  at 
the  court  of  Brussels  in  1 777.    At  that 
court  ho  resided  till  Auf^st,    1782, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Pans  with  the 
commission  of  sole  plenipotentiary  for 
negotiating  a  peace  wii  h  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral of  the  Uniteil  Provinces,  which 
arduous  luid  im}jortant  work  he  had 
the  hap])iness   to  accomplish  hy  the 
conclusion  of  the  several  ])reliminary 
treaties  with  those  powers,  which  were 
signed  at  Versailles  in  1783.    He  had 
also  a  leading  share  in  negotiating  the 
peace  wirh  America,  which  was  con- 
cluded at  Paris  at  the  same  period.  In 
August,  1783,  he  was  appointed  envoy 
extraordinary  to  Catherine  the  second, 
empress  of  llussia,  whom  he  accom- 
panied in  1787  on  her  memorable  tour 
to  the  C-rimea.    At  the  close  of  the 
same  year  he  returned  to  England, 
was  created  a  privy  councillor,  and  ap- 
iiointed  chief  secretary   to   the   l4)nl 
lieutenant  of  Ireland.    In  the  spring 
of  1789  he  resigned  that  employment, 
and  was  sent  as  his  majesty's  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  Hague;  and  in 
May  1790  he  repaired  to  Madrid,  in- 
vested with  the  rank  of  ambassador 
extraordinary,     and     the     necessary 
jiowers  for    accommodating   the  dif- 
ferences  which    had   arisen    at    that 
])eriod    between    Great    Britain  and 
Spain  res])ecting  the  right  of  British 
subjects  to  trade  at   Nootka   Sound, 
and  to  carry  on  the  southern  whale 
fishery.    These  differences  were  ami- 
cably adjusted  by  the  convention  of 
the  Kscurial  (signed  in  October,  1790), 
which  was  highly  approved  of  by  the 
king  and  both  houses  of  parliament ; 
and  his  majesty  was  then  pleased,  as  a 
reward  for  his  ambassador's  services, 
to  create  him  an  Irish  peer,  with  the 
title  of  baron  St.  Helen  s.    In  1793  he 
concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 
his  mfyesty  and  the  crown  of  Spain, 
but  the  climate  of  that  coimtry  dis- 
agreeing with  his  health  he  nuitted  it 
at  the  beginning  of  1797,  ana  was  ap- 
pointed   ambassador    at   the  Hague, 
where  he  remained   till  the  ensuing 
winter,  when  the  legitimate  govem- 
of  the  Dutch  Repubhc  was  overturned 
by  the  invasion  of  the  Frenchi 

His  latest  foreign  mission  was  to  St. 
Peterabui^h,  whither  he  was  sent  m 


-FSBRDART. 

ambassador  in  May,  1801 »  to  confpni* 
tulate  the  emperor  Alexander  on  hit 
accession  to  the  throne  of  Riinu,  and 
to  propose  terms  tor  acoommodating 
the  dillerences  which  had  arisen  be- 
tween Great  Britun  and  the  three 
Baltic  nowers,  towards  the  close  of  the 
reij^  01  the  emperor  Paul,  and  bad  oc- 
casioned the  attack  on  Copenhigen, 
and  other  mutual  hostilities.  This  ne- 
protiation  he  happily  brought  to  a  oan< 
elusion  within  tne  short  period  of  a 
fortnight  after  his  arrival  in  Russia,  bj 
the  signature  of  the  coovention  of  St. 
Petersbuigh  of  the  17th  June,  1801. 
Addresses  to  his  nuyesty,  approTiiu 
this  convention,  were  voted  bj  boS 
houses  of  parliament,  and  immediateljr 
afler  its  signature  lord  St.  UdenR 
was  promoted  to  a  peerage  of  the 
United  Kingdom  by  the  title  of 
baron  St.  Helen's  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
In  September,  1801,  he  attended  the 
coronation  of  the  emperor  Alexander 
at  Moscow,  where  he  signed  a  treaty 
with  the  Danish  plenipotentiary »  in 
virtue  of  which  that  crown  became  an 
acceding  party  to  the  convention  of  St. 
Petersburgh.  He  also  concluded  in 
March,  1802,  a  similar  treaty  with  the 
plenipotentiary  of  the  crown  ofSweden, 
and  having  thus  accomplished  all  the 
objects  of  his  mission  to  llussia,  he  re* 
turned  to  England  in  the  autumn  of 
the  same  year.  In  1803  he  waa  ap- 
))ointed  one  of  the  lords  of  his  miyeaty's 
bedchamber,  which  office  he  continiira 
to  hold  till  1830. 

His  remaining  years  were  past  in 
honourable  retirement,  cheerea  bj  the 
society  of  the  numerous  friends  whom 
he  attracted  to  the  last  by  the  charms 
of  his  conversation,  the  unimpaired 
vigour  of  hit  mind,  and  the  untainted 
sincerity  of  his  heart. 

He  united  the  qualities  of  a  man  of 
the  world,  a  man  oi*  business,  a  scholsr. 
and  a  philosopher,  in  a  remarkable  de- 
gree. He  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
favour  of  kings,  but  preserved  his  in- 
dependence. He  had  the  welfiire  of 
his  country  at  heart,  and  in  that  pro- 
fession to  which  Uie  more  active  por- 
tion of  his  life  wss  devoted  he  was  not 
surpassed  by  any  of  his  contemponuriesi 
whether  ss  regards  ability,  good  fiulhi 
or  success. 

Lord  St.  Helen's  was  never  mar* 
ried ;  and  his  nephew  sir  Henry  Filc- 
herbert,  buU  of  Xianngton  Hal^ 
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Derbyshire,  was  his  lordship's  heir. 
The  peerages  are  both  extinct. 

81.  At  his  residence,  Cochrane's- 
terrace»  St.  John's  Wood,  in  his  77th 
jear,  Charles  Rossi,  esq. 

This  distinguished  sculptor  was  born 
in  Nottingham,  and  commenced  his 
professional  education  in  the  atelier  of 
Lucatelli,  an  Italian  sculptor,  in  Lon- 
don. Having  obained  admission  as  sl 
student  at  the  Hoyai  Academy,  he.  in 
a  short  time,  obtained  the  gold  medal 
£ir  the  best  specimen  of  a  work  in 
sculpture.  Shortly  afier,  he  was  sent 
to  Rome  for  three  years,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  academy.  There  he 
studied  closely,  and  with  judgment ; 
and  on  his  return  was  immediately 
employed  on  works  of  high  art,  and  in 
a  few  yearft  was  elected  an  associate, 
and  in  1802  a  member,  of  the  Royal 
Academy.  Some  years  after  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  sculptors  to  king 
George  IV.  and  was  employed  upon 
some  of  the  finest  sculpture  work  at 
Buckingham  Palace.  There  are  some 
fine  monumental  compositions  by  Mr. 
Rossi  in  St.  PauPs  Cathedral ;  the  chief 
of  which  are  those  erected  to  the  me- 
mory of  gen.  le  Merchant,  marquis 
Cornwallis,  and  general  Elliot  (lord 
Heathfield).  The  Surgeons*  Hall, 
and  other  public  buildings,  have  also 
been  decorated  with  the  sculptured 
works  of  this  artist. 

22.  In  New  Brunswick,  aged  31, 
captain  Gerard  Lake  Harvey,  eldest 
son  of  sir  John  Harvey,  lieut-governor 
of  the  province. 

93.  In  the  Old  Kent-road,  aged  34, 
George  Lovell  Spinluff,  esq.,  of  the 
treasury  (commissariat  branch),  White- 
halL 

26.  At  Banchory  Lodge,  Kincar- 
dineshire, aged  77,  general  William 
Burnett. 

Lately.  At  Greenwich  Hospital, 
Thomas  Allen,  formerly  of  the  Vic- 
tory, and  the  original  of  Ben  Brace,  in 
captain  Chamier*s  novel. 

—  In  London,  Marv,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Ricardo, 
esq.,  M.  P. 

—  In  her  65th  year,  Harriet,  wife 
of  sir  John  Richardson,  knt.,  late  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

—  At  Ammondel,  Scotland,  the 
right  hon.  £lizal)eth  Rae,  countess  of 
Buchan,  She  was  the  youngest  daugh^ 
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ter  of  the  late  John  Hervey ,  esa.,  and 
was  united  to  the  earl  of  Bucnan  in 
1830.  Her  ladyship  has  left  a  daugh- 
ter, born  in  1834. 

—  The  dowager  countess  Mon- 
talembert,  only  (&ugbter  of  the  late 
J.  Forbes,  esq.,  of  Stanmore-hiU, 
author  of  Oriental  Memoirs. 

—  At  the  house  of  the  Neapolitan 
Legation,  his  excellency  count  Ludolf, 
for  many  years  minister  of  Naples  at 
this  court. 

—  The  rev.  W.  Chester,  aged  64, 
rector  of  Walpole  St.  Peter's,  Norfolk. 
He  was  the  third  son  of  Charles^Chester, 
esq.,  next  brother  to  William  first  lord 
Bagot,  by  Catharine,  daughter  of  the 
hon.  Heneage  Legge,  son  of  William 
earl  of  Dartmouth.  He  was  of  Mor- 
ton College,  Oxford,  M.A.  1800;  and 
was  presented  to  his  living  by  the  king 
in  1824. 

— .  In  Dublin,  in  his  85th  year,  the 
hon.  and  rev.  William  Dawson,  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Portarlington.  He  was 
the  third  son  of  William  first  viscount 
Carlow,  by  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of 
Joseph  Damer,  esq.  and  sister  to 
Joseph  first  earl  of  Dorchester.  He 
was  unmarried ;  and  by  his  death  a 
considerable  accession  of  fortune  de- 
volved upon  his  nephew,  col.  the  hon. 
G.  L.  Dawson  Damer,  M.P.  for  Port- 
arlington. 

—  At  St.  Petersburg,  count  Spe- 
ranskiy formerlv  private  secretarj^  to 
the  emperor  Alexander,  and  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  in  1812  and  1813, 
during  the  invasion  of  Russia  by 
Napoleon, 

—  At  New  York,  Mr.  Jacob  Astor, 
who  has  given  his  name  to  a  country, 
and  to  a  literary  work  from  the  pen  of 
Washington  Irving,  leaving  prod^ous 
wealth* 

—  At  the  Government  house,  Hon- 
duras, aged  32,  the  rev.  £dw.  Strang* 
ways,  rector  of  Melbury,  Dorsetsliire. 
He  was  the  sixth  son  of  the  boo. 
and  rev.  Charles  Bedlynch  Strang- 
ways,  uncle  of  the  present  earl  of 
Ilchester. 

—  John  Griggs,  esq.,  of  Messing. 
He  left  the  whole  of  his  pr^^iertj 
estimated  at  100,000/.  to  the  rev 
Robert  Eden,  rector  (^  Leigh.  About 
10,000/.  bad,  by  a  former  will,  been 
left  in  legacies  to  various  friends, 
and,  although  no  mention  was  made 
of  these  m  the  la»t  will,  H  is  im* 
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derstood    that   Mr.  Eden   has    paid 
them  all. 

—  Warwick  Hele  Tonkin,  esq., 
aged  88,  of  Exeter,  late  of  Tiverton, 
for  fifty  years  the  town  clerk  and 
deputy  recorder  of  Plymouth ;  steward 
for  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  of  estates 
and  revenues  in  the  county  of  Dorset ; 
and  senior  barrister  of  England,  having 
been  called  to  the  bar  at  the  Middle 
Temple,  Nov.  26, 17T8. 

He  was  twenty  years  vice-warden 
of  the  stanneries  of  Devon,  when  he 
raised  and  commanded  a  regiment  of 
volunteers,  all  miners,  one  of  the 
linest  corps  in  the  county.  He  left  a 
son,  sir  Warwick  H.  Tonkin^  and  one 
daughter. 


MARCH. 

1»  At  Leamington,  aged  60,  Robert 
Pryor,  esq.,  of  Brick-lane,  London, 
one  of  the  senior  partners  in  the 
house  of  Truman,  Hanbury  and  Co. 

9.  In  £aton-square,  Roblert  Henry 
Stanhope,  commander  R.N.,  and  sub- 
inspector  of  constabulary  in  Ireland, 
only  surviving  son  of  the  late  col.  the 
hon.  Henry  Fitzroy  Stanhope,  who 
was  forty  years  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  their  late  majesties  George 
the  Third  and  Fourth. 

3.  At  Malta,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  sir 
John  Maxwell  Tylden,  of  Milsted 
Manor  House,  Kent. 

3.  At  Torquay,  Devon,  aged  34, 
the  rev.  Marmaduke  Prickett,  M.A., 
F.S.A.,  late  chaplain  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.  He  was  the  son  of 
Marmaduke  Prickett,  esq.,  of  Brid- 
lington, and  was  the  author  of  "  An 
historical  and  architectural  description 
of  the  Priory  Church  of  Bridlington,'* 
1831,  8vo;  also  of  an  ''Account  of 
Barnwell  Priory,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Andrew  the  Less,  Cambridge ;  and 
had  announced  a  new  edition  of  Ful- 
ler's "History  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,"  in  conjunction  with 
Thomas  Wright,  esq.,  M.A.,  F.S.A., 
which,  it  is  understood,  will  shortly 
appear. 

—  At  Florence,  aged  35,  not  leav- 
ing any  children,  the  princess  Char- 
lotte Buonaparte,  daugnter  of  Joseph 
Buonaparte,  king  of  Spain,  and  widow 
of  prince  Charles  Louis  Buonaparte, 
third  son  of  Louis,  king  of  Hollandt 


. — March. 
She  was  very  benevolent  to  the  poor, 
and  a  great  patroneaB  of  educatiooal 
institutions  for  the  indigent  cUmms. 
Her  talent  as  a  painter  was  veiy  con- 
siderable, and  she  executed  •  aecies 
of  landscapes,  which  have  been  litho- 
graphed by  herself.  She  left  an  only 
sister,  the  princess  Zenaide  de  Hu- 
signano,  married  to  Charles  Liieien 
Buonaparte,  son  of  the  prince  de 
Canino. 

4.  At  Malta,  Stephen  Fox  Stiang- 
ways,  esq.,  youngest  son  of  the  late 
hon.  and  rev.  Charles  Strangways. 

5.  At  Naples,  in  his  36th  year,  M. 
Adolphe  Nourrit,  the  fiivouriteFrench 
opera  singer.  This  admired  artist,  had 
suffered  serious  chagrin  on  yacating 
his  throne  at  the  French  Opera,  to 
make  way  for  Duprez,  and  nad  met 
with  such  further  mortificationi  in  the 
fulfilment  of  his  Neapolitan  engajje- 
ment,  that  the  firmness  of  his  nund 
entirely  gave  way.  Having  been 
hissed  bv  a  few  malcontents  when 
singing  iia  part  in  Norma,  he  came 
home,  deliberately  addressed  seveni 
farewell  letters  to  his  fHends,  then 

Srecipitated  himself«throii^  the  win- 
ow,  and  was  found  dead  on  the  stones 
of  the  court-yard  below. 

8.  At  Trinidad,  aged  75,  the  right 
hon.  sir  George  Fitzgerald  Hill,  of 
Brooke  Hall,  county  of  London- 
derry, hart.,  lieut.-govemor  of  that 
Island. 

Sir  George  Hill  was  the  eldest  son 
of  sir  Hugn  Hill,  hart.,  who  repre- 
sented the  city  of  Londonderry  in  the 
Itish  parliament,  from  1768  to  his 
death  m  1795.  After  spending  some 
time  in  forei^  travel,  he  took  his 
degree  in  Trinity  College,  DubUn, 
and  was  called  to  the  bar.  In  1791, 
he  was  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Coleraine,  which  he  repre- 
sented till  his  Other's  death  in  1795. 
He  was  then  unanimously  elected  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  Londondeny 
city.  Before  the  first  meeting  oif 
this  parliament,  sir  George  Hill  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  derk  of  the  Irish 
house  of  commons,  and  vacated  his 
seat  in  consequence.  In  Januaiy 
1801,  sir  George  Hill  was  unanimously 
chosen  representative  for  the  county 
of  Londonderry,  in  the  place  of  loxd 
Tyrone.  At  tne  general  electicm  of 
1803,  he  was  elected  member  fbr  the 
city  of  Londonderry,  which  he  ooih 
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tinued  to  represent  during  nine  sue* 
cessive  parliaments,  and  for  the  space 
of  thirty  years,  until  his  departure  fur 
the  West  Indies  in  1830.  In  1806,  sir 
Greorge  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
treasury,  during  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  duke  of  Bicnmond.  In  1817,  he 
was  made  vice-treasurer  of  Ireland, 
and  a  British  privy  councillor;  and 
in  November  1830,  he  was  appointed 

fovemor  of  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  West 
ndies,  and  afterwards  removed  to 
Trinidad,  in  April  1833,  as  lieut.- 
governor,  in  which  office  he  died. 

Sir  George  Hill  married  a  daughter 
of  the  first  marquess  of  Waterford,  but 
had  no  issue.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  now  sir  Marcus  Hill. 

—  At  Nice,  aged  34,  Anne,  wife  of 
Humphrey  St.  John  Mildmay,  esq., 
eldest  daughter  of  lord  Asbburnham. 
Her  death  was  caused  by  her  clothes 
catching  fire  a  few  days  before. 

— >  At  Bangalore,  East  Indies,  capt. 
Monypenny,  H.M.  4th  Foot,  young- 
est brother  of  T.  G.  Monypenny,  esq., 
M.P. 

10.  At  Redruth,  Cornwall,  aged  67, 
Thomas  Tea^ue,  esq.,  a  large  owner 
of  Cornbh  mming  property,  in  which 
he  had  laid  out,  in  the  last  year  alone, 
upwards  of  80,000/. 

19.  In  Buckingham -street.  Strand, 
in  his  60th  year,  Leslie  Grove  Jones, 
esq.,  late  colonel  1st  regiment  Gre« 
nadier  Guards. 

Colonel  Jones  was  well  known  in 
the  political  world  as  the  author  of 
several  powerfully  written  and  very 
violent  letters  which  appeared  in 
"  The  Times,"  during  the  progress  of 
the  reform  bill,  under  the  signature  of 
«•  Radical." 

—  At  Bathford,  major-gen.  Henry 
Phillpott,  C.B. 

14.  At  Malta,  aged  27,  William 
Henry  Thurlow,  esq.,  of  the  firm  of 
Sweet,  Sutton,  Thurlow,  and  Evans, 
solicitors  of  London,  son  of  the  rev. 
E.  S.  Thurlow,  preb.  of  Norwich. 

15.  At  Amsterdam,  professor  N.  G. 
Van  Kamper, 

16.  In  his  80th  year,  Michael  Cor- 
bett,  esQ.,  of  Admington  House,  a 
justice  01  the  peace  for  the  county. 

—  In  Fall  Mall,  London,  in  his 
65th  year,  Stephen  Peter  Rigaud, 
esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  hon.  M.R.I.A., 
F.R.  A.S.,  Savilian  professor  of  Astro- 
pomyi  RadcMe  observer,  an4  reader 


.— Maech. 

in  experimental   philosophy,  in  the 
university  of  Oxford. 

Mr.  Rigaud  was  bom  at  Richmond, 
in  1774,  of  a  family  connected  with 
science,  both  his  maternal  j^ndfather 
and  his  father  Stephen  Rigaud,  esq., 
having  filled  the  onice  of  observer  to 
the  king  at  Kew,  an  office  conferred 
upon  himself  upon  his  father's  death 
in  1814,  and  which  he  afterwards 
held  in  coi\junction  with  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Stephen  Triboudet  Demainbray. 
He  was  of  French  extraction,  being 
descended  from  one  of  those  families 
who  quitted  their  country  on  the  re- 
vocation of  the  edict  of  Nantes.  He 
was  matriculated  at  Oxford  of  Exeter 
College,  1791 ;  and  was  elected  fellow 
of  that  society  before  he  was  of  suffi- 
cient standing  for  a  degree.  As  soon 
as  his  age  permitted,  he  was  engaged 
in  tuition,  and  afterwards  read  the 
lectures  on  experimental  philosophy 
for  Dr.  Hornsbyt  on  whose  death  in 
1810,  he  succeeded  both  to  that  ap- 
pointment and  the  Savilian  professor- 
ship of  geometry. 

He  was  appointed  public  examiner 
in  1801,  in  conjunction  with  the  pre- 
sent bishops  of  LlandafF  and  Exeter ; 
again  in  1806,  and  lastly  in  1835,  as 
examiner  in  mathematics  and  the  phy- 
sical sciences. 

Mr.  Rigaud  was  also  one  of  the  first 
examiners  for  the  university  mathe- 
matical scholarship,  and  he  was  se- 
lected by  the  president  of  Magdalen 
College  (Dr.  Routh)  as  the  first  ex- 
aminer for  the  Johnson  ^ipathematical 
scholarship  in  1835. 

Mr.  Rigaud  in  1831,  printed  the 
Miscellaneous  Works  and  Correspond- 
ence of  Dr.  Bradley,  to  which,  in  1833, 
he  added  a  Supplement,  including  an 
account  of  Harriot's  Astronomical 
Papers.  In  1838,  he  published  some 
valuable  notices  on  the  firstpublication 
of  Newton's  Principia.  These  were 
all  printed  at  the  University  Press ; 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
diligently  employed  in  editing  a  very 
valuable  collection  of  original  letters 
from  men  of  eminence  in  the  scientific 
world,  firom  the  originals  among  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Jones,  fiither  of  sir 
William  Jones,  now  preserved  in  the 
library  of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield. 
Mr.  Rigaud  was  a  frequent  contribu- 
tor to  the  Scientific  Joumab  of  hia 
day ;  to  the  Trfuuactions  of  the  Bo; 
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Astronomical  Society,  to  Brewster^s  Luke  first  viscount  ftfountjoy,  and 
Journal,  and  to  the  Nautical  Maf^-  aunt  to  the  late  earl  of  BUaoingtou. 
2siue.  In  the  Transactions  of  the  Ash-  He  commenced  his  ecdesiaBtical  career 
raolean  Society  will  be  found  several  as  vicar  of  Ballinasloe,  county  of  Gal- 
papers  also  by  him.  He  had  made  way.  He  was  consecrated  biabop  of 
larf^  collections  for  a  new  edition  of  Waterford  in  1802,  translated  to 
the  Mathttmatiae  Cnllecl tones  of  Panpus  Elphin  in  1810,  and  to  the  arcfabiabop^ 
Alexandrinus ;  this  was  one  ot  nis  ric  of  Tuam  in  1819.  His  grace  mar- 
most  favourite  projects,  which  how-  ried  on  the  S9th  of  January  1796,  his 
ever  he  did  not  live  to  ])ut  into  exc-  cousin  Anne,dauffhter  of  Walter  Tay- 
cution.  lor,  esq.,  of  Castle  Taylor,  county  of 

Mr.  Uigaud    married    the    eldest  Galway,  by  Miss  Heater  PowerTrencb, 

daughter  of  O.  AV.  Jordan,  esq.,  colo-  sister  ofthe  first  earl  of  Clancarty.  By 

nial  agent  for  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  that  lady,  who  aurvivea  him»  be  hwi 

and  by  that  lady  he  left  seven  cliil-  issue  two  sons  and  aiz  daughten* 

dren.  28.  At   Prince    E^wanVa   Island^ 

20.  At  his  house,  in  Newman-street,  Jane  Rebecca,  wi&  of  the  hen.  T.  U. 

Peter  Turnerelli,  esq.,  sculptor.    The  Haviland,  provost  marafaaL 

figure  of  Burns  at  his  plough,  for  the  29.  At  his  villa  in  the  Grove  B^id, 

monument  erected  to  his  memory  at  St.  John*a  Wood,  in  his  46th  year*  the 

Dumfries,  is  the  principal  work  of  this  right  hon.  Henry  William  FitaGerald 

artist,  though  his  statue  of  Oeo.  III.,  de  lloos,  baron  de  Booa  of  Hamlake, 

liis  bust  of  the  princess  Charlotte,  his  county  of  York  (1264).     Hia  lordahip 


Bliicher,  Platofij  and  a  long  list  of  was  tiie  eldest  child  of  the  late  lord 

other  interesting  personages,  will  long  Henry  FltzGerald,  (third  aon  of  Jama 

])rescrve  his  name  from  oulivion.i  first  duke  of  LeinsterJ  by  Charlotte 

21.  At  Athlone,  Caroline,  wife  of  baroness  de  Boos,  in  whose fiivour  this 

lieut.-col.  Smith,  assistant  adj.-gcn.  of  very  ancient  barony  waa  called  out  of 

the  Western  District.  abeyance  in  1806.    Lord  de  Rooa  auo- 

—  [n  Manchester^square,  Sophia,  ceeded  his  mother  in  the  barony,  Jan.  9| 
widow  first  of  sir  Henry  I^mbert,  1831,  and  in  the  same  year  he  waa  the 
hart.,  and  secondly  of  licut-col.  H.  F.  senior  baron  who  did  homage  to  kiii|{ 
Greville.  William  IV.,  at  his  coronatioik    His 

—  At  Upsal,  aged  90,  Louisa,  last  lordahip  was  formerly  well  known  in 
surviving  daughter  of  the  great  natu*  fashionable  society,  but  since  the  trial 
rallst  Linnaeus.  with  which  his  name  waa  ao  unAitu- 

—  In  London,  aged  50,  Kdmund  nately  connected,  he  had  lived  fiv  the 
Henry  Barker,  eso.,  late  of  Thetford,  most  (lart  retired  from  the  world.  Hii 
the  learned  c^nd  laborious  editor  of  lordship  dving  unmarried^  waa  sue- 
Stephens*  '^Thesaurus  languse  Grse-  ceeded  in  his  title  and  eetatea  bv  bis 
cse,''  and  other  works.  next  survivioff  brother  lieut-coIoDel 

S3.  At  Sydling,  Dorsetshire,  in  his  the  hon.  Wiluam  Lennox  Laaeelles 

bittidi  yesLt,  sir  John  Bentinck  Milnes,  de  Boos, 

the  third  baronet  (1801).  31.  At  Cheltenham,  aged  63»  lady 

25.  At    the    Foundling   Hospital,  Elizabeth,  relict  of  genoal  the  hon. 

aged  81,  Samuel  Compton  Cox,  esq.,  William  Fitzroy.    She  was  the  third 

treasurer  of  that  institution,  late  one  daughter  of  Augustus -Heurv  thiid 

of  the  masters  of  the  High  Court  of  duke  of  Grafton,  by  his  secoml  wife. 

Chancery,   and   previously   a   Welsh  —  Catharine,  relict  of  the  rar.  J. 

judge.                                '  Craven,  of  Chilton  House»  Wilts,  and 

96.  At  his  palace,  aged  68,  the  hon.  Brockhampton  Park,  Gloatmhire. 

and  moat  rev.  Power  Le  Power  Trench,  —  At  Crema,  Augustus,  younnest 

D.D.,  lord  archbishop  of  Tuam,  bishop  son  of  sir  H.  St  John  MUdmay,  bvt. 

of  Ardagh,  KiUala,  and  Achonry,  and  Latefy,  In  Vauzhall  Bridge  Road» 

primate  of  Connaught ;  a  privy  coun-  aged  67,  the  notorious  capL  JohnaQn* 

cilior  of  Ireland :  uncle  to  the  earl  of  who,  when  the  Walcheren  expedition 

Clancarty.    Dr.  Trench  was  the  se-  was  in  preparation  in  1809,  was  tafcm 

cond  son  of  William  first  earl  of  Clan-  from  prison,  where  he  had  been  oon- 

carty,  by  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  the  fined  tor  smuffgUn|^,  in  order  to  pUol 

right  baiu  Charles  Gardiner,  sister  to  the  English  fiSet  into  the  hnfoovr  of 
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Flushing.  For  his  services  upon  this 
occasion  he  received  a  grant  of  100/. 
per  annum  from  government,  upon  a 
jiromise,  as  was  understood,  that  he 
should  afterwards  refrain  from  his 
smuggling  propensities. 

—-In  Beaumont-stc,  Marylebone, 
aged  75,  Mr.  Francis  Wright,  who  for 
nearly  forty  years  was  one  of  the  prin- 
ci|ial  messengers  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. 

—  In  Nutford-place,  the  marquess 
de  Chardonnay.  He  was  born  at 
Nantes  in  1784,  and  married  in  1814, 
I>onna  Joana  de  Lima  Barreto  Coelha, 
of  Portugal.  His  body  was  interred  in 
one  of  the  vaults  of  Moorfields  Chapel. 

Latehf*  At  Dresden,  Adelaide  Rein- 
hold,  a  native  of  Hanover,  a  celebrated 
poetess,  as  remarkable  for  the  elevation 
of  her  mind,  as  for  the  solid  acquire- 
ment  she  possessed,  uniting  a  mascu- 
line spirit  with  the  niosf  feminine 
f  races.  She  had  adopted  the  name  of 
^ranyois  Berthold,  under  which  de- 
signation a  part  of  her  works  have  ap- 
jieared,  edited  by  Louis  Tieck. 

—  At  Vienna,  baron  Martin,  direc- 
tor of  the  emperor  of  Austria*s  privy 
cabinet, 

—  In  camp  at  Kurachee,  East  In- 
dies, with  the  army  of  the  Indus,  aged 
21,  Alfred  John  Magnay,  esq.,  H.  M. 
40th  regiment,  eleventh  son  of  the 
late  Chnstopher  Magnay,  esq.,  alder- 
man of  London. 

—  In  Lower  Grosvcnor-street,  aged 
81,  Mrs  Dunn  Gardner,  widow  of 
William  Dunn  Gardner,  esq.,  of  Chat- 
teris and  Fordham  Abbey,  Cambridge- 
shire. 

APRIL. 

I.  The  rev.  John  Still,  prebendarv 
of  Salisburv,  and  rector  of  Fon thill 
Giffard  and  of  Cricklade,  Wiltshire. 
He  was  one  of  the  sons  of  James  Still, 
of  East  Knoyle,  esq.,  and  was  sixth  in 
lineal  descent  from  Dr.  John  Still, 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who  died  in 
1607. 

—  At  Tenby,  S.  Wales,  W.  Richards, 
esq,,  mayor  ot  that  town,  having  been 
mortally  wounded  in  a  duel  with  a 
gentleman  named  Mannicks.  The  dis- 
|)ute  arose  from  some  misunderstand- 
ing in  reference  to  an  election  of  guar- 
dians under  the  poor  law. 


— April. 

—  At  Dacca,  East  Indies,  Charles 
Jamc.^  Davidson,  esq.,  senior  merchant 
in  the  hon.  East  India  Company's 
service,  and  of  Chiselhurst,  Kent. 

2.  At  Auchter-house,  Forfarshire, 
John  Wedderbum,  esq. 

—  At  Kingstown,  near  Dublin,  aged 
72,  the  hon.  Mary,  widow  of  the  hon. 
Robert  Molesworth .  She  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Charles,  fourth  viscount 
Ranclagh. 

—  At  Hastui^,  aged  35,  sir  John 
Dunlo]),  hart.,  of  Dunlop,  M.P.  for 
Ayrslnre,  and  a  captain  in  the  army. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
general  Dunlop,  M.P,  for  Kirkcud- 
bright ;  was  elected  M.P.  for  Ayrshire 
in  June  1835  as  a  reformer,  and  was 
created  a  baronet  at  the  coronation  of 
queen  Victoria. 

3.  Aged  44,  of  water  on  the  chest* 
Mr.  ,Tolm  Charles  Bromley,  engraver 
in  JNlezzotinto,  second  son  oi  Mr. 
William  Bromley,  A.E  R.A.  The 
third  son  also  highly  gifted,  and  in 
the  jjrime  of  life,  died  in  the  December 
previous. 

Lately,  At  Hackney,  aged  85,  C. 
Hammond,  esq.,  leaving  a  very  large 
sum  to  be  divided  among  various  reli- 
gious institutions.  Mr.  Hammond's 
large  fortune  of  150,000/.  was  accumu- 
lated in  trade  first  as  a  cheesemonger  in 
Eastcheap,  and  subsequently  as  a  ship- 
owner. 

—  AtCosgrave,  Northamptonshire, 
in  his  69th  year,  John  Christopher 
Mansel,  esq.,  a  magistrate  for  the 
counties  of  Northampton  and  Buck- 
ingham, and  late  major  in  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  Dragoon  Guards.  Major  Man« 
sel  was  the  eldest  son  of  major-general 
John  Mansel,  who  in  the  auke  of 
York's  campaign  in  Flanders,  com- 
manded a  brigade  of  cavalrv,  and  was 
killed  on  the  26th  of  April,  17J>4,  in  the 
act  of  heading  a  most  gallant  charge 
near  theHeignts  of  Coteau.  His  son, 
who  was  then  his  aid-de-camp,  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  in  the 
same  action,  and  detained  at  Paris 
during  part  of  the  sanguinary  reign  of 
llobespierre.  Having  at  length  ef- 
fected an  exchange,  ne  returned  to 
England,  and  attained  the  rank  of 
megor  in  his  own  r^ment,  the  third 
Dragoon  Guards.  He  afterwards  re- 
tired from  the  army  to  reside  on  his 
paternal  estate  at  CoBgnve.    He  be- 
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came  a  Verderer  of  Whittlebury  Fo- 
rest, and  a  deputy-lieutenant  of  the 
county.  As  long  as  his  health  per- 
mitted, he  was  a  very  active  and  zea- 
lous magistrate,  and  continued  even  to 
the  last  to  perform  the  duties  of  that 
situation  to  the  utmost  of  his  powers. 

5.  At  Salisbury,  the  rev.  J.  T. 
Porter,  for  many  years  professor  of 
mathematics  and  the  Italian  language 
in  that  city.  He  was  born  at  Legliom, 
and  educated  at  the  English  college  at 
Rome.  He  was  a  man  of  very  nigh 
intellectual  and  scientific  attainments, 
and  was  the  author  of  several  able  works. 

»- At  Sparsholt  House,  aged  82, 
Barrington  Price,  esq.,  uncle  to  sir 
Robert  Price  of  Foxley,  bart.,  M.  P. 
for  Herefordshire.  He  was  the  seventh 
son  of  Robert  Price,  esq.,  of  Foxley, 
bv  the  honourable  Sarah  Barrington, 
eldest  daughter  of  John,  first  viscount 
Barrington. 

6.  At  Heathfield,  aged  82,  major- 
{peneral  Fuller,  late  of  the  Bengal  Ar- 
tillery. 

—  In  York- street,  Gloucester-place, 
Edward  Pelham  Brenton,  esq.,  a  post 
captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  C.B. 
Captain  Brenton  was  brother  to  sir 
Jahleel  Brenton,  bart.,  K.CB.,  lieut.- 
goyernor  of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
being  the  second  son  of  rear-admiral 
Jahleel  Brenton,  who  died  in  1803. 
He  entered  the  navy  in  November, 
]  788,  and  was  engaged  in  active  service 
from  that  time  to  the  close  of  the  war 
in  1815.  Cajitain  Brenton  was  the 
author  of  a  '*  Naval  History  of  Great 
Britain  from  1783  to  1822,"  five  vols. 
8vo.  1823,  with  plates  ;  also  *'  A  Re- 
futation of  the  Statements  of  admiral 
sir  George  Montague,"  1823,  8vo. ; 
and  a  biography  of  admiral  earl  St. 
Vincent.  He  was  well  known  to  the 
public  as  the  founder  of  the  Children's 
Friend  Societv  and  the  warm  advo- 
cate of  several  charitable  institutions. 

—  I^ady  Katharine  Frances,  wife  of 
H.  W.  Beauclerk,  esq.,  of  Chester- 
square,  and  sister  to  the  earl  of  Ai^h- 
buniham.  She  was  married  in  Mayl838. 

9.  At  his  seat,  Denton  Park,  York- 
shire, in  his  60tli  year,  sir  Charles  Ib- 
betson,  the  fourth  baronet  (1748). 

10.  At  Framlin^hani,  John  Shafto, 
esq.,  fourth  son  of  the  late  Sir  Cuth- 
bert  Shafto,  of Bavington  Hall,  North- 
umberland ;  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
deputy-Heutenant  for  Suffolk. 


. — April. 

11.  At  Greenock,  aged    60,  John 
Gait,  esq.,  well  known  ror  his  numer- 
ous literary  works.     Mr.  Gait   was 
born  at  Irvine,  in  Ayrshire,  and  was 
educated  at  Greenock.    Whilst  at  his 
native  place  he  wrote  several  minor 
poems,  which  appeared  in  a  provincial 
paper;  but  he  soon  started  Ear  London, 
and  embarked  in  trade  with  a  Mr. 
Maclachlan.    On  the  fiiilure  of  this 
speculation,  Mr.  Gait  entered  him- 
self at  Lincoln^s  Inn;  but  soon  for- 
getting the  law,  he  set  sail  for  Gib- 
raltar. Here  he  met  lord  Byron,  whose 
biographer  he  was  afterwards  to  be. 
Mr.  Gait  next  visited  Sicily,  passed  on 
to  Malta,  and  so  to  Greece.    The  re- 
sult of  his  observations  he  communi- 
cated to  the  public  in  1812,  under  the 
title  of  "  Voyages  and  Travels  in  the 
years  1809, 1810,  ^d  1811,  containing 
Statistical,  Coimnercial,  and  Miscella- 
neous Observations  on  Gibraltar,  Sar- 
dinia, Sicily,  Malta,    and   Turkey.*' 
Shortly  after  his  return  to  Loncfon, 
Mr.  Gait  became  connected  with  the 
Star  newsimper,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Dr.  Alexander  Til- 
loch,  proprietor  of  that  paper,  and 
editor  of  the  Philosophical  Magazine, 
by  whom  he  had  a  family.    Mr.  Gait 
had  scarcely  published  his  '^  Voyages 
and  Travels**  before  he  embarked  in 
various  other  literary  prqjects.    After 
much   occupation    of  this   kind,   he 
was  appointed  agent  to  a  company 
for  establishing  emigrants  in  Cana- 
da; but  unfortunately  soon  involved 
himself  in  disputes  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  we  fear  not  a  little  contri- 
buted by  his  meddling   with  public 
matters,  and  his  insults  to  the  governor, 
sir  Peregrine  Maitland,  to  sow  dissen- 
sion and  disloyalty  in  those  unhappy 
provinces.    Mr.  Gait  was  at  length 
suspended  by  the  Canada  company. 
At  a  subsequent  period,  he  attempted, 
but  unsuccessfully,   to  form  a  rfew 
Brunswick  Company,  in  opposition  to 
his  former  friends  in  Canada.     He 
afterwards  engaged  in  a  prqject  to  make 
Glasgow  a  sea-port.     Mr.  Gait  was 
at  one  time  editor  of  the  Courier, 
and,  after  his  return  to  England,  he 
may  be  said  to  have  supported  hunself 
almost  entirely  by  his  pen.    The  pub- 
lic will  not  soon  foi^get  his  '*  Sir  An- 
drew Wylie,"  "  Ayrshure  Legatees," 
his  "  Annals  of  the  Pariah,"  nor  ««The 
Entail;*'  which  hurt  is  thoaght  to  he 
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his  best  novel.  A  few  years  ago  Mr. 
Gait  left  liOndon  to  reside  amid  the 
attentions  of  his  nearest  relations,  his 
physical  powers  having  been  very  much 
prostrated  by  a  succession  of  paralytic 
shocks,  which  deprived  him  or  the  use 
of  his  limbs,  and  impaired  the  muscles 
of  his  hands,  so  that  writing,  so  long  a 
work  of  the  greatest  facility,  became 
tedious  and  painful.  His  mental 
powers  howeverretained  their  strength 
to  the  last  in  a  surprising  degree  amid 
the  decay  of  his  physicalenergies. 

12.  Suddenly,  at  Boulo^e-sur-Mer, 
lt.-gen.  sir  Theophilus  Pntzler,  K.C.B. 

13.  At  Nottinffham,  aged  50,  Ro- 
bert Millhouse,  the  poet.  He  was  bom 
in  that  town  of  poor  parents,  was  put 
to  work  when  only  six  years  old,  and 
at  the  a^e  of  ten  was  employeil  in  a 
stocking-loom.  The  only  education 
he  received  was  at  a  Sunday-school. 
At  the  age  of  twenty- two  he  quitted 
the  stocking-frame,  and  enlisted  in  the 
Nottingham  militia.  (It  was  whilst 
serving  with  the  raiment  at  Plymouth 
that  he  made  his  nrst  essay  in  poetry, 
by,  '*  Stanzas  addressed  to  a  Swallow.** 
Several  other  pieces  of  considerable 
merit  followed,  which  were  published 
in  a  Nottinghamshire  newspaper.  At 
the  peace  in  1814,  the  regiment  was 
disbanded,  and  he  returned  to  labour 
in  his  frame,  where,  amidst  the  noise 
and  toil  of  his  busines,  he  composed 
several  longer  poems,  the  chief  of 
which  were  **  Vicissitude," — a  small 
volume  of  sonnets,  entitled  ''Bios* 
soms;*'— .the  '*Song  of  the  Patriot," 
and  "  Sherwood  Forest."  In  1832,  he 
gave  up  the  labour  of  the  loom,  and 
applied  himself  to  composition.  Since 
that  time  he  published  his  last  poem, 
in  two  parts,  *'  The  Destinies  of  Man," 
a  work  of  considerable  merit.  Though, 
of  course,  far  from  rich.^  the  talents 
and  good  conduct  of  Millhouse  had 
secured  him  friends,  through  whose 
assistance  he  was  enabled  to  provide 
for  his  family,  and  to  live  exempt  from 
privation  or  want. 

—  At  Lambeth,  Baldwin  Sealy, 
esq.,  grandson  of  Dr.  Atterbury,  of 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  late  Bri- 
tish vice-consul  at  Maceio,  Brazils. 

—  At  Charlton  King's,  aged  59, 
sir  Francis  Ford,  bart.,  of  Barbadoes, 
after  a  severe  and  painful  illness  of 
eight  years. 

14.  Sophia,  second  daughter  of  the 


.^-ApRfL. 

late  colonel  Foster  Lechmere  Coore, 
of  ScrutonHall. 

—  Aged  71,  colonel  Ford,  of  Ab« 
beyfield,  Cheshire. 

15.  At  Brighton,  aged  80,  lady 
Chambers,  of  Cumberland-terrace, 
Regent's  Park,  widow  of  sir  Robert 
Chambers,  formerly  chief  justice  of 
Bengal. 

16.  At  the  residence  of  his  son,  Jo« 
nathan  Peel,  esq.,  aged  63,  BiJbert 
Peel,  esq.,of  Accrington  House,  Lan- 
cashire, and  Sbinflekl  Manor  House, 
Berks,  cousin  german  to  the  right  hon* 
sir  Bobert  Peel,  bart. 

—  At  Edinburgh,  aj^ed  63,  Oeorge 
Robert  Ainslie,  esqu,  lieut^-geoenJ  m 
her  miyesty's  service.  He  was  the 
eldest  son  of  sir  Philip  Ainslie,  of  PiK 
ton,  county  Edinburgh,  knight,  by  the 
hon.  Elizabeth  Gray*  fifth  £uighter  of 
John  twelfth  lord  GrajF.  He  enton^ 
the  army  in  1793,  and  senred  in  the 
war  in  Flanders  till  the  year  179d. 
In  1812  he  was  an])ointed  governor  of 
St.  Eustatius,  ana  in  1813  was  made 
governor  of  the  Isle  of  Dominica, 
where  he  distinguished  himself  by 
subduing  the  Maroons,  a  body  of 
runaway  slaves,  who  had  set  the  law 
at  defiance  for  above  forty  years* 
After  his  final  return  Irom  Domi- 
nica, general  Ainslie  turned  his  at* 
tention  to  numismatology.  The  par* 
ticulnr  branch  to  whi^  he  devoted 
himself  was  the  collection  of  Angkk 
Norman  coins;  and  his  zeal  was  re- 
warded \jy  many  rare  and  valuable 
acquisitions.  In  1830  he  published  an 
account  of  these  treasures,  under  the 
title  of  ^  Anglo  French  Coinage.** 

At  Calais,  aged  44,  Lucius  Hooke 
Robinson,  esq.,  one  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  of  her  miyesty's  privy 
chamber* 

17.  At  Yarmouth,  Isle  of  Wight, 
aged  75,  William  Love>  esq.j^omnuui* 
der,  R.  N. 

—  At  Twickenham,  Josenh  Chappell 
Woollnouf^,  esq.,  comm.  R.N.,  K.H., 
and  K.  St.  V.,  author  of  a  memoir  on 
Contraband  Trade ;  of  some  letters  on 
Naval  Education,  which  appeared  in 
the  latter  volumes  of  the  ^  Naval  Chro- 
nicle;" and  of  several  ingenious  pro* 
jects. 

—  At  Park  Place,  Peckham,  aged 
86,  Mr.  John  Lawrence,  the  well- 
known  author  of  a  Treatise  on  the 
Horsei  and  other  practical  works.  He 


344      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1839. 


DEATHS.— April. 

was,  in  early  life,  one  of  the  first  ad-  6th  of  October  that  jear ;  and  he  re* 

vocates  of  legislative  enactments  for  mained  with  sir  James  Pulteney   as 

the  suppression  of  cruelty  to  animals  ;  secretary  until  the  return  of  the  troops 

and  his  writings  were  of  eminent  as-  from  North  Holland.    In  1805,  he  was 

sistance  towards  obtaining  those  acts  appointed  private  secretary  to  his  ma- 

of  parliament  which  were  passed  for  .jesty  Georg^  III.    In  March,  1812, 

their  protection.  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  trustees 
18.  Aged   38,  lady  Mary  Frances 


Stopford,  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  duchess  of  Kent,  and  sister  to  the 
earl  of  Courtown. 

19.  On  his  passage  from  Calcutta, 
aged  57.  lieut.-colonel  John  Johnson, 
unattached,  late  of  her  majesty's  13th 
light  infantry.  This  officer  had  served 
his  country  for  thirty-five  years  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  and  had 
been  severely  wounded  in  the  Bur- 
mese war. 

SO.  At  Rome,  aged  63,  lieut.-gene- 
ral  sir  Herbert  Taylor,  G.C.B.  and 
G.C.H.,  principal  aid-de-camp  to  the 
queen,  and  colonel  of  the  85th  Foot. 
Sir  Herbert  was  elder  brother  to  the 
right  hon.  sir  Brook  Taylor,  distin- 
guished as  a  diplomatist;  being  the 
second  son  of  tne  late  rev.  Edward 
Taylor,  of  Bifrons,  in  Kent.  Having 
joined  the  British  army  in  Flanders 
m  April,  1793,  as  a  secretary  to  sir 


of  the  kinfir's  private  property,  and 
soon  after  (m  consequence  of  the  re- 
gency) private  secretary  to  the  queen. 
In  November,  1813,  he  was  ordered 
on  special  service  to  Holland,  and  in 
March,  1814,  he  wassent  on  a  military 
mission  to  Sweden,  and  to  the  Hague. 
In  1818,  he  was  appointed  by  queen 
Charlotte  master  of  St.  Katharioe^s 
hospital,  which  appointment  he  held 
till  his  death.  After  passing  through 
the  various  grades  of  the  service,  be 
attained  the  rank  of  lieuU-general  in 
1 825,  and  received  the  command  of  the 
85th  regiment  in  1823.  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor  was  the  author  of  a  narrative 
of  the  last  ilkess  of  the  duke  of  York, 
whose  confidential  friend  be  had  been 
for  many  years ;  and  he  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  his  royal  higfaneas^B  will. 
Sir  Herbert  represented  Wiudior  in 
parliament  from  1820  to  IStS.  He 
married  Charlotte  Albina,  daiuriiter  of 


James  Murray ;  he  was  present  as  a    £dward  Disbrowe,  esq.,  vice-cnamber* 


volunteer  at  most  of  the  actions  dur 
ing  that  campaign ;  he  also  served  in 
the  campaign  of  1794.  On  the  return 
of  sir  James  Murray  to  England,  sir 
Herbert  continued  with  the  duke  of 
York  as  an  assistant  secretary.  In 
May  1795  he  was  promoted  to  a  troop 
in  his  regiment  (the  3nd  Dragoon 
Guards.)  When  his  royal  highness 
returned  to  England,  captain  Taylor 
was  appointed  secretary  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  forces  on  the 
continent,  and  continued  in  that  situa- 
tion until  September,  1795,  when  he 
returned  to  England  in  consequence 
of  being  appointed  ude-de-camp  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  soon  after 
assistant-secretary  in  his  royal  high- 
ness*8  office.  In  July,  1793,  he  at- 
tended lord  Cornwallis,  appointed 
lord-lieutenant  to  Ireland,  as  military 
and  private  secretary  and  aide-de- 
camp. He  continued  with  his  excel- 
lency until  February,  1799,  when  he 
was  appointed  private  secretary  to  the 
duke  of  York.    In  September  of  that 


lain  to  queen  Charlotte,  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  third  earl  of  Bucking- 
hamshire', by  whom  he  left  issue  one 
daughter. 

21.  At  Woolland  House,  in  her 
77th  year,  Catharine,  widow  of  Geoige 
Aust,  esq.,  of  Noel  Houae,  Kensing- 
ton Gore,  formerly  under-secretary  of 
State  in  the  foreign  departnoent,  and 
late  commissary-general  of  Musters. 

—  At  Glvnde,  near  Lewes^  Bge^ 
76,  Susannah,  wife  of  the  rev.  W. 
Rose,  vicar  of  that  parish,  and  mother 
of  the  late  rev.  Hugh  J.  Bosei  princi- 
pal of  King's  College,  London. 

Laiefy,  At  SibleHedingham,  Essex, 
^d  39,  the  rev.  George  Marshall 
Fowke,  M  JL,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
rear-admiral  George  Fowke. 

22.  At  Charlton,  captain  John  Wea- 
therall  Smith,  R.A.,  only  surviving 
son  of  the  late  general  sir  John  Smith, 
G.C.H.,  colonS  commandant  of  the 
Boyal  Horse  Artillery. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  after  «  severe 
and  protracted  illness,  in  his  48nd 


year  he  attended  his  royal  highness  to     year,  Thomas  Haynes  Bayly,  esq^  > 

Holland ;  he  was  present  in  the  battles     well-known  lyrical  poet. 

of  the  19th  September  and  8nd  and        23»  At  the  lodge  of  St.  John's  col 
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lege,  Cambridge,  in  his  79th  year,  the 
very  rev.  James  Wood,  D.D.,  master 
of  that  college,  dean  of  Ely,  rector  of 
Freshwater,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
F.R.S.,  &c.  Dr.  Wood  was  a  native 
of  lisncashire.  He  was  bom  in  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  parish  of  Bury,  a  dis- 
trict which  was  at  that  time  in  a  very 
rude  state.  His  father  was  in  verv 
humble  circumstances,  but  was  mucn 
esteemed  for  his  simple  honesty ;  and 
having  (for  a  man  in  nis  station  of  life) 
considerable  knowledj^,  he  instructed 
his  son  in  arithmetic  and  algebra. 
Both  hjs  parents  lived  a  considerable 
time  after  their  son  took  his  d^ee,  so 
that  they  knew  of  his  rising  distinction 
in  the  University,  and  had  the  gratifi- 
cation of  seeing  the  good  fruits  of  the 
care  which  they  had  taken  in  his  edu* 
cation.  He  received  his  classical  in- 
struction in  the  grammar  school  at 
Bury.  The  founder  of  this,  the  rev. 
Roger  Kay,  having  been  educated  at 
St.  John's,  Cambridge,  had  bequeath- 
ed to  the  school  exhibitions  for  those 
who  might  go  to  that  college.  Young 
Wood  accordingly  went  up  a  iGreshman 
in  1778,  and,  having  remained  in  col- 
lege during  all  the  vacations,  did  not 
return  home  till  the  summer  of  1 782. 
In  the  mean  time  he  had  obtained  the 
high  honour  of  bein^  senior  wrangler 
and  first  Smith's  prizeman ;  and  had 
been  elected  to  a  fellowship.  He  was 
appointed  one  of  the  assistant  tutors  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  and  he  con^ 
tinued  to  be  engaged  in  tuition  until 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1814.  In 
the  following  year,  on  the  death  of 
doctor  Craven,  he  was  elected  master; 
and  in  1830,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
deanery  of  Ely,  by  lord  Liverpool,  and 
in  1823  was  presented  by  the  college 
to  the  rectory  of  Freshwater.  During 
the  long  period  of  sixty  years,  he  pass- 
ed the  chief  part  of  his  time  in  college ; 
and,  it  may  be  confidently  affirmed 
that,  during  at  least  half  of  that  time, 
no  one  ))ossessed  so  much  influence  in 
the  university  as  he  did.  Dr.  Wood 
was  the  joint  author,  in  association 
with  the  late  rev.  Samuel  Yince,  F.R.S. 
Plumian  professor  of  astronomy,  of 
an  extensive  work  designed  for  the 
use  of  students  in  the  university, 
under  the  title  of  "  Principles  of  Ma- 
thematics and  Natural  Philosophy 
treatises,  which  for  forty  years,  have 
been  in  common  use  in  the  uiUFer- 


sity.  A  paper  by  doctor  Wood  on 
the  Roots  of  Equations  appeared  ia 
the  PhilosophicalTrausactionain  1798, 
and  we  believe  there  are  other  papm 
ttom  his  pen  in  that  collection)  and  In 
the  memoirs  of  the  Mandiester  Ski- 
ciety.  He  was  a  man  of  great  natuml 
abibty,  of  which  his  academic  honour 
was  an  early  proof.  He  jpoBseased  also 
moral  qualities  of  the  hig&st  order  and 
value,  purity  of  conversatiim  and  con- 
duct, integrity,  benevolenoe,  and  humi- 
lity. Having  devoted  to  bis  college 
Uie  chief  part  of  his  care  for  sixty  jmaen, 
and  made  the  most  strenuous  «Keriioiis 
by  his  instruction,  example^  and  au- 
thority, to  promote  its  wel&re,  he 
gave  further  proof  of  his  attadnnent 
by  providing  with  munificent  liberaHtn 
for  its  permanent  benefit.  He  is  aam 
to  have  contributed  during  his  life 
about  16,000/.  towards  the  building  ot 
the  college,  and  he  founded  nine  s&o- 
larships  of  40/.  per  ann.  each.  He  left 
500/.  to  increase  the  Kay  exhibition^, 
of  which  he  himself  partook.  He  also 
left  to  the  college  by  inll  not  less  than 
40,000/.  in  addition  to  a  very  valuable 
library  of  more  than  i^OOO  volumes. 

—  In  Belgrave-square,  in  his  83d 
year,  the  right  hon.  George  Capel 
Coningsby,  firth  earl  of  £8sex  and  vis- 
count Maiden  (1661),  sixth  baron  Ca* 
pel  of  Hadham,  county  Hertjford  (1641) 
D.C.L.  and  F.S.A.  The  earl  ot 
Essex  was  the  only  son  by  the  first 
marriage,  of  William -Anne -Holies 
fourth  earl  of  Essex,  with  Frances, 
eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  sir 
Charles  Hanbury  WilUams,  K.B.,  hy 
lady  Frances  Coningsby,  daughter  of 
Thomas  earl  Coningsby.  When  in  the 
twenty  ^second  year  of  his  age,  viscount 
Maiden  was  unanimously  chosen  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  dtr  of 
Westminster,  on  the  accession  of  Cfbas. 
earl  of  Harrington  to  the  peerage^  but 
he  did  not  sit  for  that  city  after  the 
dissolution  in  the  following  year*  At 
that  period  he  ccHnmandea  the  West- 
minster volunteers,  and  was  one -of  the 
greatest  &vourites  of  the  prince  of 
Wales.  In  1781  he  was  returned  to 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Lortwi- 
thiel  in  Cornwall :  in  1784  f(Hr  Oak. 
hampton,  and  in  1794,  and  1796  jfiir 
Badnor.  He  attained  the  peerage,  on 
the  death  of  his  j&ther,  March  5, 1799. 
On  succeeding  to  the  prepertv  of  his 
maternal  grandmotheri^fiis  lordship 
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assumed  her  fiEtmily  name  of  Conings- 
by.  The  earl  of  Essex  was  a  liberal 
patron  of  the  fine  arts,  and  his  house 
of  Cassiobury  was  the  resort  of 
many  persons  of  genius  and  talent. 
He  married  in  1786,  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Henry  Bazett,  es^.,  of  the  island  of 
St.  Helena,  and  widow  of  Edward 
Stephenson,  esa.,  of  the  East  India 
Company's  service.  Her  ladyship  died 
without  issue  in  1838,  after  they  had 
lived  for  many  years  separate ;  on  the 
19th  of  April  following,  his  lordship 
married  tne  eminent  vocalist,  Miss 
Stephens.  The  title  and  estates 
devolve  on  the  earPs  nephew,  Arthur 
Algernon  Capel,  esq.,  eldest  son  of 
his  late  half-brother  the  hon.  John 
Thomas  Capel,  who  died  in  1819,  by 
lady  Caroline  Paget,  sister  to  the 
marquess  of  Anglesey. 

—  At  Caledon  House,  county  Ty- 
rone, in  his  63d  year,  |the  right  hon. 
Bupre  Alexander,  second  earl  of  Cale- 
don (1800),  viscount  Caledon  (1797), 
and  baron  Caledon  of  Caledon,  county 
Tyrone  (1789);  a  representative  peer 
for  Ireland,  K.P.  &c.  His  lordship 
was  the  only  son  of  James  first  earl  of 
Caledon,  by  Anne  second  daughter  of 
James  Crawford,  esq.,  of  Crawfords- 
bum,  county  Down.  He  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  peerage  March  22, 1803 ; 
and  was  elected  a  representative  peer 
of  Ireland  not  long  after.  About  the 
same  period  he  was  for  a  short  time 
governor  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  earl  of  Caledon  married,  in  1811, 
lady  Catharine  Freman  Yorke,  second 
daughter  of  Philip,  third  earl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  and  sister  to  the  countei-s  of 
Mexborough,  lady  Stuart  de  Rothesay, 
and  viscountess  Kastnor.  By  this  lady, 
who  survives  him,  he  had  issue  an 
only  son,  James  Duprd,  now  third  earl 
of  Caledon. 

34.  At  Berne,  Elizabeth,  second 
daughter  of  D.  Morier,  esq. ,  herTm^jes- 
ty's  minister'plenipotentiary  at  Berne. 

25.  At  Milton  Bryan,  Stephana 
Atine,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  sir 
Hugh  Inglis,  hart.,  and  sister  of  sir 
II.  H.  Inglis,  hart.,  M.P. 

26.  At  Hardwick,  Salop,  aged  81, 
the  rev.  sir  Edward  Kynaston,  hart., 
M.A.,  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  her 
majesty , rector  of  Hordley  and  Kinner- 
nerley,  Salop,  and  of  Risby,  Suffolk. 

27.  At  Paris,  Mr.  Battier,  formerly 
of  the  10th  Hussars,  whose  dispute 


-April. 

with  his  brother  officers  caused  much 

agitation  some  years  since. 

38.  At  Fisher- street,  Red  Lion- 
square,  agi'd  75,  Edward  Staines,  es^., 
mathematician,  seventeen  years  pn- 
vate  tutor  at  Cambridge,  and  twenty- 
eight  years  in  London. 

—  Accidentally  drowned  at  Great 
Marlow,  a  son  of  Mr.  Wadham 
Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Thom- 
son, brother  of  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  &c. 

39.  Alfred  Slocock,  esq.,  of  Don- 
nington  Cottage,  near  Newbury,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  deputy  lieutenant 
for  Berkshire. 

30.  At  Saltash,  aged  74.  Edward 
Hawkins,  esq.,  post  captain  R.N. 

—  In  Grosvenor-square,  sfred  71, 
George  Peter  Holford,  esq.,  of  Wes- 
tonbirt,  Gloucestershire,  M.A.  barris- 
ter at  law.  This  gentleman  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Peter  Holford,  esq.. 
Master  in  Chancery.  He  was  called 
to  the  bar  in  the  year  1791.  In  1802 
he  was  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Bossiney ;  and  in  1804,  on 
the  return  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  power,  he 
was  appointed  secretary  to  tne  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  the  afiairs  of  In- 
dia ;  which  office  he  held  to  the  change 
of  ministry  in  February  1806.  In  the 
parliament  of  1807-12  he  came  in  on  a 
vacancy  for  Lostwithiel ;  in  1812  he 
was  elected  for  Bungannon;  in  1818 
for  Hastings ;  and  in  1820  for  Queen- 
borough.  In  his  senatorial  career,  Mr. 
Holford  principally  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  attention  to  the  subject  of 
prison  discipline.  In  1805  he  publish- 
ed anonymously,  ^<  The  Destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  an  absolute  and  irresistible 
proof  of  the  Divine  Origin  of  Christia- 
nity," 8vo.,  and  in  1808  «^  Observa- 
tions on  the  necessity  of  introducing  a 
sufficient  number  or  respectable  cter- 

fymen  into  our  colonies  in  the  West 
ndies,  andof  establishing  a  college  in 
this  country  for  the  education  or  per- 
sons destined  for  that  purpose." 

Lately,  In  Scinde,  three  officers  of 
the  queen's  service,  lieuts.  Sparks  and 
Nixon  and  Dr.  Herbert.  A  jungle 
had  caught  fire,  and  it  betng  antici- 
pated that  the  flames  would  fimse 
numbers  of  wild  animals  from  their 
coverts,  the  officers  posted  themselTes 
in  a  tree,  waiting  the  escapeof  deer,ftc.9 
when  the  wind  suddenly  cfaaiiffing,the 
trees  and  jungle  surrounding  tfiem  took 
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fire,  and   they,  were   entirely  over- 
whelmed and  destroyed. 

—  A^d  66y  Caroline,  wife  of  R. 
Busfield,  esq.,  M.P.  for  Bradford, 
sister  to  sir  F.  L.  Wood,  bart.of  Hickle- 
ton. 

—  At  Woolwich  Common,.  Joanna 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  lieut.-general 
Willington. 

—  At  Richmond,  Lyndon  Evelyn, 
esq.,  of  Kevnshara  Court,  Hereford, 
and  late  or  York- terrace.  Regent's- 
park. 

Lately,  Killed,  by  being  thrown 
from  her  horse.  Miss  Blair,  of  Wel- 
beck-street,  daughter  of  the  late  ad- 
miral Blair. 

—  At  Portsea,  aged  91,  the  mother 
of  admiral  Ross,  commander-in-chief 
on  the  South  American  station. 

—  In  Regent-street,  aged  70,  lady 
Hughes,  relict  of  sir  William  B. 
Hughes,  of  Plascock,  Anglesea. 

Lately,  At  Nascot»  near  Watford, 
aged  71,  Letitia,  wife  of  George  W. 
Ilicketts.  esq.,  formerly  of  Twyford 
House,  Hants,  daughter  of  the  late 
Carew  Mildmay,  esq.,  of  Shawford 
House. 

—  At  Liverpool,  in  his  95th  year, 
W.  Thorneley,  esq.,  father  of  T. 
Thorneley,  esq.,  M.P.  for  Wolver- 
hampton. 

—  Marv,  fourth  daughter  of  the 
late  David  Ricardo,  esq.,  M.P. 

—  At  Whitcomb  Park,  aged  83, 
Anne  Rachel,  relict  of  sir  William 
Hicks,  bart. 


MAY. 

1.  At  the  palace,  Peterborough, 
aged  82,  the  right  rev.  Herbert  Marsh, 
D.D.,  lord  bishop  of  Peterborough, 
the  lady  Margaret's  professor  of  di- 
vinity in  the  university  of  Cambridge, 
&c.  &c.  Bishop  Marsh  was  a  native 
of  London.  In  1776  he  became  a  sizar 
of  St.  John*s  college,  Cambridge, 
where  he  greatly  distinguished  him- 
self as  a  classical  and  mathematical 
student.  In  the  following  year  he  went 
to  Germany,  and  resided  for  several 
years  at  Gottingen,  and  thus  qualified 
himself  for  the  translation  of  one  of 
the  profoundest  works  in  German  di- 
vinity, Michaelis  on  the  New  Testa- 
ment. But  theological  studies  did  not 
wholly  engross  his  thoughts  and  time, 
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fbr  he  is  said  to  have  obtained  Home 
important  information  on  public  affiuriy 
the  communication  of  which  to  the 
government  at  home  was  considered 
so  conducive  to  the  public  service  tn 
to  deserve  the  grant  of  a  pension^ 
which  he  received  from  Mr.  Pitt.  On 
the  French  armies  invading  Germany, 
Mr.  Marsh  returned  home,  and  re- 
sumed his  academical  pursuits  at  Cam- 
bridge. He  took  the  d^rree  of  B.D. 
in  1792,  and  commenced  a  career  of 
extensive  authorship,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  hia 
works  hereafter  ^ven.  It  was  his  for- 
tune to  be  embroiled  in  various  contro- 
versies, greater  perhaps  in  number  and 
importance  than  any  other  authcar  of 
his  time.  In  1807,  on  the  death  of 
the  rev.  John  Mainwaring,  B.D.,  he 
was  elected  lady  Maijgarers  Profenor 
of  Divinity,  and  he  immediately  en- 
gaged in  a  course  of  English  lecturei 
on  theology,  instead  of  the  Latin  lec- 
tures formerly  given,  according  to 
ancient  usage.  In  1816  Dr.  Marsh  was 
advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Llandafi^ 
and  in  1819  he  was  translated  to  Petier- 
borough.  His  attempts  to  repress 
Calvinism  in  his  new  diocese  soon 
rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  evan- 
gelical portion  of  the  clergy,  and  seve- 
ral publications  appeared  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  was  ultimately  brought 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  but  with- 
out any  material  result.  The  follow- 
ing are  among  Dr.  Marsh's  publica- 
tions:— Introduction  to  the  New  Tes- 
tament, by  J.  D.  Michaelis.  Translated 
from  the  German,  and  considerably 
augmented  with  notes  explanatory 
and  supplemental.  1793-1801, 4  vols. 
8vo.  An  Essay  on  the  usefulness  and 
necessitv  of  theological  learning  to 
those  who  are  designed  fbr  Holy  Or- 
ders. 1792,  4to.  The  authenticity  of 
the  five  books  of  Moses  considered ; 
being  the  substance  of  a  discourse 
lately  delivered.  1792,  8va  Letters 
to  archdeacon  Travis,  in  vindication 
of  one  of  the  translator's  notes  to  Mi- 
chaelis*s  Introduction,  and  in  confir- 
mation of  the  opinion  that  a  Greek 
MS.  now  preserved  in  the  public  li- 
brary at  Cambridge,  is  one  of  the  se- 
ven quoted  by  R.  Stephens ;  with  an 
appendix  containing  a  review  of  Mr. 
Travis's  collation  of  the  Greek  MS. 
which  he  examined  at  Paris.  1 795,  8vo. 
An  extract  from  Pappebaum's  treatise 

Z 


338     ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1839. 


DEATHS 
on  the  Berlin  MS.;  and  an  essay  on 
the  origin  and  object  of  the  Velesian 
readingSi  I^ipsic,  1795, 8vo.  Patie^s 
Essay  on  the  KngUsh  National  Credit ; 
or  an  attempt  to  remove  the  appre- 
hensions of  those  who  have  money  in 
the  English  funds.  Translated  from 
the  German,  1797,  8vo.  An  exami- 
nation  into  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Ministry,  relative  to  the  late  proposal 
of  Buonaparte.  1800,  8vo.  The  His- 
tory of  the  Politics  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
ference at  Pilnitz,  to  the  declaration 
of  war  against  Great  Britain;  with 
the  attempts  made  by  the  British  go- 
vernment to  restore  peace.  1800,  2 
vols.  8vo.  Postscript  to  the  history. 
1800,  8vo.  The  "  History  of  the  Po- 
litics of  Great  BriUin  and  France*' 
vindicated  from  a  late  attack  of  Wil- 
liam Belsham.  1801,  8vo.  A  Disserta- 
tion on  the  origin  and  composition  of 
the  three  first  gospels.  1803,  8vo. 
This  is  incorporated  m  the  second  edi- 
tion of  the  translation  of  Michaells. 
Letters  to  the  anonymous  author  of 
'^  Remarks  on  Michaelis  and  his  com- 
mentotor.*'  1809,  8vo.  The  Illustra- 
tion of  the  Hypothesis  proposed  in  the 
'^  Dissertation  on  the  origin  and  com- 
position of  our  three  first  Canonical 
fospels  ;*'  with  a  pre&ce  and  appendix. 
803,  8vo.  A  Defence  of  «  The  Illus- 
tration of  the  Hypothesis.*'  1804,  8vo. 
A  Letter  to  the  conductor  of  the  Cri- 
tical Review,  on  Religious  Toleration, 

1810,  8vo.  A  cou rse  of  Lectu  res,  con  • 
taining  a  description  and  systematic 
arrangement  of  the  several  branches 
of  Divinity;  with  an  account  of  the 
principal  authors  who  have  excelled 
at  different  periods  in  theological  learn- 
ing, 1810,  8vo.  The  National  Religion 
the  foundation  of  National  Education ; 
a  sermon  preached  at  the  yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  children  educated  in  the 
charity  schools  in  and  about  London. 

1811,  4to.  6th  edition,  1813, 8vo.  Vin- 
dication of  Dr.  Bell's  system  of  Tui- 
tion. 1811,  8vo.  An  Enquiry  into  the 
consequences  of  neglecting  to  give  the 
Prayer- book  with  the  B ible.  1812, 8yo. 
Ijetter  of  explanation  to  the  dissenter 
and  layman,  who  has  lately  addressed 
himself  to  the  author  on  tne  views  of 
the  Protestant  dissenters.  1813,  8vo. 
A  Letter  to  the  rev.  Charles  Simeon, 
A.M.,  in  answer  to  his  pretended  con- 
gratulatory address ;  in  ^confutation  of 
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his  various  mis-ttatementfl ;  and  in 
vindication  of  the  efficacy  ascribed  by 
our  church  to  infant  baptism.  1813, 
8vo.  Letter  to  the  rev.  P.  Gandolphj, 
in  confutation  of  '^the  opinion,  that  the 
vital  principles  of  the  Reformation 
have  lately  been  conceded  to  the 
churchof  Rome.  1813,  8vo.  SixJjec- 
tures  on  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Bible;  being  Part  111.  of  a  course  of 
Lectures.  1813,  8vo.  Reply  to  the 
strictures  of  the  rev.  Isaac  Milner, 
D.D.  1813,  8vo.  Sermon  preached  be- 
fore the  University  of  Cambridge,  on 
Commencement  Sunday,  July  4.  1813, 
4to.  Hone  Pelasyjicse,  part  I.;  con- 
taining an  inquiry  mto  tne  origin  and 
language  of  the  Pelasgi,  or  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  Greece.  1813,  8vo.  A 
second  Ijetter  to  the  rev.  C.  Simeon, 
in  confiitation  of  his  various  mis-state- 
ments, and  in  vindication  of  the  effi- 
cacy ascribed  by  our  church  to  the 
sacrament  of  baptism.  1814.  A  Com- 
parative View  of  the  Churches  of  Eng- 
land and  Rome.  1814)  8vo. 

3.  At  Paris,  Fernando  Paer.  This 
eminent  dramatic  composer  was  bom 
at  Parma,  in  1774.  At  the  age  of  ten 
Paer  went  to  Venice,  and  not  long  af- 
terwards wrote  an  opera  there,  entitled 
'*  Circe,**  which  was  succesafUL  From 
Venice  he  proceeded  to  Padua,  Milan, 
Florence,  r^aples,  Rome,  Bokgna,  &c. 
At  length  the  duke  of  Parma«  who 
was  his  godfiither,  bestowed  on  him  a 
pension,  giving  him  permisaion  to 
travel  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpose  of 
composing  some  works  in  that  city. 
On  the  death  of  Naumann,  in  1801, 
Paer  was  invited  to  Dresden,  with  the 
appointment  of  chapel-master  for  life. 
His  patron,  the  duke  of  Parma,  dying 
about  this  period,  Paer  accepted  the 
offer,  and  soon  after,  arrived  at  Dres- 
den, where  he  composed  sevcnrat  operas, 
each  of  which  met  with  brilliant  suc- 
cess. After  the  battle  of  Jena,  Napo- 
leon, being  at  Dresden,  desired  tnat 
Paer,  together  with  his  wife,  who  was 
an  excellent  singer,  should  be  engaged 
in  his  suite.  They  accordingly  followed 
the  emperor  to  Posen  and  Warsaw, 
and  subsequently  to  Paris,  Napoleon 
having  obtained  their  runilar  discharge 
from  the  Saxon  court.  The  situations 
which  Paer  held  under  Napoleon  were 
conductor  of  the  chamber  of  music, 
composer  to  the  emperor,  and  singing 
master  to  Marie  LoQise.    In  1814  he 
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was  appointed  director  of  the  concerts    Harris,  esq.,  chief  proprietor  of  Covent 

of  Louis  XVIII,  &c.  After  the  revo-     Garden  Theatre. 

lution  of  1830,  Paer's  fortunes  consi-        13.  At   Early  Bank,   near    Perth, 

derably  declined.    He  was  however     aged  69,  major-gen.  William  Farqu- 

elected,  in  1831,  member  of  the  Insti«     har,  Madras  engineer  corps. 

til  te,  instead  of  Catei.    Paer  comjioflefl 

a  large  number  of  works  performed 

with  success  in    France,  Italy,  and 

Germany.     He  was  among  the  few 

composers  who  were  equally  successful 

in  serious  and  comic  music. 

—  At  Witherley  Bridge,  Leicester- 
shire, where  his  family  had  resided  for 
some  centuries,  in  his  80th  year,  Ralph 
Thompson,  esq. 

—  At  Cambridge,  aged  93,  Thomas 
Fisher,  esq.,  a  deputy-lieu  tenant  and 
thirty-seven  years  treasurer  of  the 
county. 

—  John  James  Eraser,  esq.,  a  bar- 
rister at  law,  and  formerly  of  Edin- 
burgh. He  committed  suicide  by 
throwing  himself  from  the  second-floor 
window  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Walker, 
surgeon,  of  Charlotte-street,  Blooms- 
bury. 

5.  At  Stopham-house,  Sussex,  Phi- 
ladelphia, eldest  daughter  of  the  late 
Walter  Bartelotte  Smyth,  esq. 

—  At  her  house,  near  Lymington, 
a^ed  74,  dame  Harriet  Sophia  Rooke, 
widow  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Justice  Kooke, 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  sister 
of  admiral  sir  H.  B.  Neale,  bart. 

7.  Drowned,  by  the  upsetting  of  a 
boat,  on  the  Maine,  aged  16,  Fr^eric, 
fifth  son  of  Benjamin  Travers 
Bruton-street. 


8.  At  his  lodgings,  Patrick  Brady 
Leigh,  esq.,  barrister-at-law,  a  special 
pleader,  and  of  the  Western  circuit. 
He  was  called  to  the  bar,  at  Gray's- 
inn,  in  1831.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
treatise  on  Nisi  Prius,  and  a  work  on 
the  poor  laws. 

—  At  Great  Engleboume,  the  resi- 
dence of  her  brother  Richard  Browne, 
esq.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dorothea  Pop 


—  At  Plean   House,  Stirlingshire, 
John  Edwards  Vivian,  esq. 

— -  At  Rome,  aged  76,  his  eminence 
Joseph  Fesch,  senior  priest  cardinal  of 
the  sacred  college,  and  archbishop  of 
Lyons.  He  was  the  brother,  by  the 
mother's  side,  of  Laetitia  Ramolini,  the 
mother  of  the  em{)eror  Napoleon.  His 
father  was  Francis  Fesch,  of  Basil,  in 
Switzerland,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Swiss 
regiment  of  Boccard,  in  the  service  of 
France.  Joseph  Fesch  was  born  at 
Ajaccio,  in  Corsica,  in  Jan.  1763,  six 
years  before  the  island  fell  under  the 
power  of  France.  At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, he  was  sent  to  the  ecclesiastical 
seminary  of  Aix,  in  Provence,  where 
he  still  was  when  the  troubles  of  that 
country  began.  An  ardent  partisan  of 
the  new  system,  Fesch  threw  off  his 
clerical  dress,  and  entered  as  a  store- 
keeper in  the  army  of  Montesquiou,  in 
Switzerland.  In  1796,  he  became  com- 
missary-general in  the  army  of  Italy, 
commanded  by  his  nephew,  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  In  that  capacity  he  ac- 
quired a  considerable  fortune.  After 
some  time,  M.  Fesch  resumed  the 
ecclesiastical  profession  ;  and  on  the 
signing  of  the  concordat  with  the  Pope, 
was  appointed  archbishop  of  Lyons, 
,  esq.,  of  being  consecrated  bv  the  cardinal 
legate  in  person,  on  the  15th  of  Aug. 


1802.  On  the  17th  of  Jan.  1603,  he 
received  a  cardinal's  hat,  and  was 
soon  afterwards  sent  ambassador  from 
France  to  Rome,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  peculiar  distinction.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  that  city  his  con- 
duct was  not  the  most  decorous ;  for, 
contrary  to  a  special  regulation,  he 
had  concerts  in  his  palace  even  in 
Lent,  to  which  he  invited  the  cardinals. 


ham  Browne,  eldest  sister  of  the  late     none  of  whom  attended.    In  1804,  car^ 


John  Browne,  esq.,  of  Longcause. 

10.  In  her  23rd  year,  Charlotte, 
wife  of  the  rev.  Chas.  Wordsworth, 
M.A.,  second  master  of  Winchester. 

12.  On  the  northern  coastof  Austra- 


dinal  Fesch  accompanied  Pope  Pius 
VII.  to  Paris,  to  assist  in  the  conse- 
cration of  his  nephew,  and,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  ensuing  year,  he  was 
appointed  grand  almoner  of  France,  a 


lia,  while  engaged  in  an  expedition  of  ]trincipal  officer  ofthe  legion  of  honour, 

discovery,    aged  19,   Frederic   Cooke  and  soon  afterwards  a  member  of  the 

Smith,  a  young  man  of  high  promise,  senate.    Decorated  in  the  same  year 

eldest  son  of  O.  H.  Smith,  esq.,  of  with  the  order  of  the  golden  fleece,  by 

Thames  Bank,  Westminster.  the  king  of  Siiain,  the  cardinal  was, 

—  At  Brighton,  aged  56,  Henry  in  1306,  oy  the  elector,  arch- chancellor 
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of  the  Germanic  empire,  no:iunated 
his  coadjutor  and  successor.  On  the 
31st  of  .Jan.  1809,  Napokon  appointed 
him  archbishop  of  Paris ;  but  the  car- 
dinal declined  the  office.  Having  been 
elected  president  of  the  council  of  that 
city,  he  displayed  an  astonishing  firm- 
ness in  resisting  his  nephew's  scnemes, 
and  particularly  in  opposing  his  vio- 
lent treatment  of  the  Pope.  The  effect 
of  this  spirited  conduct  was,  that  the 
prince  primate  of  Germany  having 
nominated  the  cardinal  to  be  his  suc- 
cessor, Napoleon  opposed  the  nomina- 
tion, and  appointed  in  his  place  Eugene 
Beauharnois,  with  the  title  of  grand 
duke  of  Frankfort.  Having  thus  fal- 
len into  disgrace  at  court,  the  cardinal 
retired  to  his  see  in  Lyons,  where  he 
])urchased  and  furnished  with  great 
splendour,  the  magnificent  edifice 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Car- 
thusians, and  there  he  lived  until  the 
approach  of  the  Austrians,  in  1814. 
Dissatisfied  with  the  Lyonese,  "who" 
he  said,  *'  had  not  the  sense  to  defend 
themselves,'*  he  withdrew  ;  and,  afler 
various  changes  of  place,  he  arrived, 
on  Kaster-day,  in  Orleans,  whence, 
with  the  emperor's  mother,  he  took 
the  rond  to  Rome.  He  then  seemed 
resolved  to  live  in  retirement  in  that 
city;  but,  when  he  learned,  in  1815, 
the  landing  and  progress  of  his  nephew 
from  Elba,  he  began  again  to  lead  a 
public  life,  representing  those  events 
as  miraculous  operations  of  Provi- 
dence.   Following  Napoleon  to  Paris, 


Parry,  capt.  R.N.,  eldest  daughter  of 
lord  Stanley,  of  Alderley. 

—  At  liiverpool,  aged  70,  £liza- 
beth,  widow  of  lieut.-een.  Grose. 

15.  At  Yaynor  Pan,  co.  of  Mont- 
gomery, aged  86,  Ann  Charlotte 
Christiana,  relict  of  J.  Winder,  esq., 
of  Yaynor  Park,  only  daughter  of  the 
first  admiral  sir  C.  Knowles,  hart. 

16.  At  Cornwall  Estate,  Jamaica. 
Mathew  Lnshington,  esq.,  third  sou  of 
sir  H.  Lushinprton,  hart. 

r-  In  his  58th  year,  William  George 
Adam,  esq.,  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  late  accountant-general  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  formerly  a 
barrister  on  the  Western  Circuit.  He 
was  son*  of  the  late  right  hon.  William 
Adam ;  was  called  to  the  bar  at  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  in  1806,  and  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  king's  counsel,  Dec.  1831. 

—  At  Clarence-terrace,  Reoent's 
Park,  iu  his  17th  year,  John  Malcolm, 
youngest  son  of  lieut.-colouel  Joriah 
Stewart,  C.B. 

—  In  Berkeley  square,  aged  85,  the 
nght  hon.  Edward  Clive,  eaii  of  Powis, 
viscount  Clive  of  Ludlow,  baron  Her- 
bert of  Chirbury,  and  baron  Powis  of 
Powis  Castle  (1804),  baron  Clive  of 
Walcot  (1794),  and  baron  Clive  of 
Plassey,  county  of  Clare  (1761),  a 
privy  councillor,  lord  lieutenant  and 
custos  rotulorum  of  Shropshire,  D  .C.L. 
&c.  &c.  The  earl  of  Powis  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Robert,  first  lord  Clive, 
the  renowned  founder  of  our  Indian 
empire,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  £d- 


the  cardinal  was  created  a  peer  of     mund  Maskelyn,  of  Purton,  in  Wilt- 


France  ;  his  abode  there  was  but  short; 
and,  accompanied  by  his  sister  madame 
Ronapartc,  he  once  more  set  out  for 
Rome,  where  he  has  nince  resided  in 
the  enjovmcnt  of  vast  wealth,  and  one 
of  the  finest  galleries  of  pictures  in 
that  city  of  the  arts.  This,  it  is  said, 
will  be  divided  into  three  portions,  one 
containing  the  Italian  pictures  to  be 
left  to  the  Vatican,  and  the  other  two 
to  his  relatives.  'I'he  bulk  of  his  pro- 
jierty  goes  to  the  Napoleon   family. 


shire,  esq.,  and  sister  to  the  rev.  Dr. 
Nevile  Maskelyne,  astronomer  royal. 
He  succeeded  to  the  Irish  peerage  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  Nov.  1774; 
and  about  the  same  time  (though 
then  under  age)  he  was  returned  to 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ludlow, 
which  he  continued  to  represent  until 
his  elevation  to  an  English  peerage  in 
1794.  In  1 78.3,  his  loiSship  supported 
Mr.  Fox's  India  bill,  and  in  1788,  he 


divided  in  favour  of  the  prince  of 
i-Iis  funeral  took  place  at  the  church  of  Wales's  claims.  In  1802,  he  was  ap- 
San  Lorenzo,  in  I^ucina,  and  was  at-  pointed  governor  of  Madras,  whither 
tended  by  many  cardinals,  and  up-     he  repaired,  but  resigned  the  corn- 


wards  of  one  hundred  archbishops  and 
bishops. 

14.  At  Nonsuch  Park,  Surrey,  in 
his  92d  year,  S.  Farmer,  esq. 

—  At  Tonbridge  Wells,  the  hon. 
Isabella  Louisa,  wife  of  sir  AVin,  Edw. 


mand  in  the  fviUowing  year.  On  the 
3rd  May,  1804,  the  thanks  of  both 
houses  of  parliament  were  voted  to 
him  for  his  services  during  the  Mah- 
ratta  war ;  and  on  the  mh  of  the 
same  month,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
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titles  of  earl  of  Powis,  viscount  Clive, 
of  Ludlow,  baron  Herbert,  of  Chir- 
bury,  CO.  of  Salop,  and  baron  Powis, 
of  PowLS  Castle,  co.  of  Montgomery. 
In  1805,  the  earl  of  Powis  was  nomi- 
nated lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and 
sworn  a  privy  councillor ;  but  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  before  his  depar- 
ture, was  the  cause  of  that  appoint- 
ment not  taking  place.  The  earl  was 
remarkable  for  physical  vigour;  and 
though  he  spent  some  years  of  his  life 
in  India,  and  lived  freely,  he  might  be 
seen,  when  almost  eighty,  digging  in 
his  garden,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  his  shirt  sleeves.  He  was  ap- 
?arently  well  the  day  before  his  deatn. 
le  married,  in  1784,  lady  Henrietta 
Antonia  Herbert,  daughter  of  Henry 
Arthur  earl  of  Powis,  the  male  repre- 
sentative of  theHerberts  of  Dolgeiog,a 
collateral  branch  of  those  of  Chirbury, 
by  Barbara,  sole  daughter  and  heiress 
of  lord  Edward  Herbert,  only  brother 
of  William,  third  and  last  marquess  of 
Powis.  By  this  lady,  who,  on  the  death 
of  her  brother,  in  1801,  succeeded  to 
the  whole  of  the  Powis  estates,  his 
lordship  had  issue  two  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

18.  At  Milford,  near  Salisbury, 
lieut.-general  Thomas  Norton  WynS- 
ham,  brother  to  Wadham  Wyndham, 
esq.,  M.P. 

—  At  Cookham,  aged  70,  Maria, 
daughter  of  the  late  admiral  sir  George 
Young,  of  Formosa-place. 

—  At  Caius  Lodge,  Cambridge,  in 
his  77th  year,  the  rev.  Martin  Bavy, 
D.D.  and  M.D.,  for  thirty -six  years 
master  of  Gonville  and  Caius  college, 
rector  of  Cottenham,  in  Cambridge- 
shire, a  prebendary  of  Chichester,  &c. 
Dr.  Davy  became  a  member  of  Caius 
college  previously  to  1792,  in  which 
year  he  took  the  dc^ee  of  M.B., 
having  determined  to  follow  the  study 
of  medicine.  He  proceeded  M.D.  in 
1797,  and  for  many  years  practised  as 
a  physician,  and  acquired  great  repu- 
tation for  his  medical  skill  and  success, 
particularly  in  the  treatment  of  the 
severer  kinds  of  fever.  He  was  elected 
master  of  his  college,  in  1803.  Some 
years  after  he  tooK  holy  orders,  and 
was  admitted  D.D.  per  lit.  reg.  in 
1811.  In  1837,  he  was  collated  by  the 
late  bishop  of  Ely,  Dr.  Sparke,  to  the 
rectory  oi  Cottenham,  (worth  770/.  per 
annum),  wd  in  183S,  he  was  collated 


. — May. 

by  Dr.  Maltby,  bishop  of  Chichester, 
to  the  prebenti  of  Heath  field,  in  that 
cathedral  church.  Perhaps,  no  man 
in  the  university  of  Cambridge,  had 
acQuired  a  larger  decree  of  the  respect 
ana  good  will  of  his  contemporaries, 
of  all  classes  of  opinion,  than  Dr. 
Davy ;  and  most  deservedly,  for  he 
was,  throughout  a  long  life,  distin- 
tinguished  for  the  courageous  inte- 
grity of  his  ])rinciples,  for  the  manly 
candour  of  his  understanding,  for  the 
suavity  qf  his  manners,  and  the  bene- 
volence of  his  actions.  He  was  besides 
highly  accomplished,  both  as  a  pro- 
fessor of  medical  science,  and  as  a 
general  and  classical  scholar. 

Lately.  Aged  81,  Hugues  Bernard 
Maret,  due  de  Bassano,  grand  officer 
of  the  legion  of  honour.  M.  Maret 
was  born  at  Dijon,  where  his  father 
was  physician  and  perpetual  secretary 
to  the  academy.  He  embraced  with 
enthusiasm  the  cause  of  the  first 
French  revolution,  and  was  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  Bulletin  de  l'  Assembl^e, 
until  the  bookseller,  Panckouke,  found- 
ed the  Moniteur,  of  which  Maret  was 
appointed  chief  editor,  and  it  became 
the  official  paper  of  the  government. 
He  was  sent  to  England,  in  1792,  to 
secure  the  neutrality  of  the  British 
government,  but  was,  with  Chauvelin, 
the  French  ambassador,  ordered  out  of 
the  country.     In   1793,  he  was  ap- 

Eointed  ambassador  to  Naples;  but, 
appening  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Austrians,  was  detained  prisoner  until 
1795,  when,  with  the  marquess  de 
Semonvilie,  he  was  exchanged  for  the 
daughter  of  Louis  XVI.,  Ine  present 
duchess  of  Angouldme.  In  1797,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  directory  one  of 
the  three  commissioners  to  treat  with 
lord  Malmsbur^,  at  Lisle,  and  in  1798, 
the  great  council,  at  Milan,  voted  him 
150,000  francs  to  recompence  him  tor 
the  losses  he  had  sustained  by  his  im- 
j)risonment.  Maret  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  plans  which  were  formed  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  directorial  and  the 
establishment  of  the  consular  govern- 
ment, and  he  was  rewarded  with  the 
place  of  secretary  to  the  council  of 
state  of  the  consuls.  He  afterwards 
became  private  secretary  to  Napoleon, 
who  is  believed  to  have  assisted  him 
not  unfrequently  in  composing  articles 
tor  the  Moniteur.  In  1811,  he  was 
appointed  minister  of  foreign  afitairs, 
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with  the  title  of  duke  ot'Bassano ;  and 
in  1813,  he  signed  the  famous  treaties 
with  Austria  and  Prussia,  preparatory 
to  the  expedition  against  Russia.  After 
the  abdication  of  the  Emperor,  at  Fon- 
tainebleau,  in  1814,  the  duke  retired 
from  public  life ;  but,  on  the  Empe- 
ror's return  from  Elba,  he  resumed 
his  functions,  and  was  created  a  peer 
of  thejrealm.  At  Waterloo,  whither 
he  followed  Napoleon,  Bassano  nar- 
rowly escaped  being  captured  by  the 
English.  On  the  second  restoration, 
he  was  banished  from  France,  and  re- 
tired to  G  ratz.  After  the  revolution 
of  July,  he  a^ain  returned  to  France, 
and  was  remslated  in  his  former 
honours.  On  the  10th  of  November, 
1838,  he  was  appointed  minister  of 
the  interior  and  president  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  but  the  cabinet  over  which  he 
presided  only  lasted  three  days.  He 
was  always  a  lover  and  cultivator  of 
literature,  and  a  liberal  patron  of  lite- 
rary characters. 

—  At  Paris,  aged  66,  M.  Broussais, 
professor  of  general  pathology  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  and  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Moral  and  Political 
Sciences.  Broussdis  was  the  audior  of 
the  work  entitled  "  Examen  des  Doc- 
trines Medicales,"  and  the  promulga- 
tor of  the  system,  designated  by  its 
admirers,  **  Medicine  Physiologique," 
of  which  bleeding,  leeches,  and  cold 
water,  are  said  to  be  the  principal,  if 
not,  sole  features. 

20.  In  Hanover,  count  IMunster, 
minister  of  state,  and  of  the  cabinet, 
hereditary  marshal  of  the  kingdom, 
and  chancellor  of  the  order  of  the 
Guelphs.  Count  Munster  was  em- 
ployell  in  Hanover  as  one  of  the  minis- 
ters of  state,  so  early  as  1805.  In  the 
following  year,  when  the  Prussian 
troops  occupied  the  Electorate,  he  re- 
tired to  England,  after  having  entered 
a  protest  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Prussian  monarch.  When  the  insanity 
of  George  III.  rendered  it  necessary 
to  place  his  private  property  under  the 
care  of  commissioners,  count  Munster 
was  selected  one  of  them.  In  1814, 
he  took  a  part  in  the  congress  of 
Vienna,  as  plenipotentiary  from  Han- 
over, and  in  tiiat  capacity  he  an- 
noimced  the  erection  of  the  electorate 
into  a  kingdom.  He  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  declaration  in  1815,  by 
which  Napoleon  was  put  out  of  the 
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protection  of  the  lav.  For  his  ser- 
vices on  these  occftsions,  the  prince 
regent  rewarded  him  with  an  ertate 
in  the  principality  of  Hildesheim.  In 
1817,  he  was  appointed  ambassador 
from  Hanover  to  Great  Britain,  and 
he  held  that  situation  until  the  death 
of  king  William  IV.  Hia  office  as 
hereditary  marshal  devolves  on  his 
son,  who  is  still  in  his  minority. 

—  The  rev.  Rice  Bees,  B.D.  Welsh 
professor,  tutor,  and  librarian  of  St^ 
David^s  college^  Lampeter,  and  a  fel- 
low of  Jesus  college,  Oxford ;  eminent 
for  his  researches  m  Welsh  literature. 

—  In  the  Tyrol,  Mrs.  Cumming, 
n^e  Gcrsdorf,  vifidow  of  P.  Cumming, 
esq.,  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  of  Ei^ 

92,  At  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  Maria, 
widow  of  capt.  Sabine,  1st  Guards, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  adminl  sir 
T.  Pasley,  bart. 

—  Aged  21,  prince  William  of  Saze 
Weimar,  eldest  son  of  duke  Betnard 
of  Saxe  Weimar,  and  nephew  to  her 
majesty  the  queen  dowager. 

23.  At  his  seat,  Davestown,  Ireland, 
in  his  79th  year,  the  hon.  HobertTav- 
lor,  general* in  the  army,  colonel  of  toe 
6th  Dragoon  Guards,  uncle  to  the  mar* 
quess  of  Headfort. 

24.  At  Fordingbridge  Hampshire, 
aged  70,  J.  Joyce,  esq.,  post- capt.  R.N. 

^ —  At  Plymouth,  aged  50,  John 
Filmore,  esq.,  post  captain,  R.N. 

25.  At  Ayr,  aged  41,  Jane,  wife  of 
W.  N.  Garrett,  esq.,  judge  uf  ChitU- 
gong,  Bengal. 

26.  Aged  39,  Maria  Catharine,  wife 
of  the  rev.  £.  B.  Puscy,  regius  pro- 
fessor of  Hebrew,  Oxfbidj  and  canon 
of  Christchurch. 

27.  At  Mongcwell,  Oxfordshire, 
aged  77,  Charlotte,  widow  of  the  right 
hon.  Charles  Bathurst,  of  I^ydney  Pkrir, 
G  loucester,and  sister  of  vise.  Sidmouth. 

—  On  his  way  to  Canada,  ued  22, 
John  Boughton  Egcrton  Ward  Bough- 
ton  Iieigh,  esq.,  comet  in  the  1st 
Dragoons,  eldest  son  of  Johii  Ward 
Boughton  Leigh,  esq.,  of  Brownsover 
Hall,  Warwickshire. 

—  AtPortsea,  aged  70,  lady  Eleanor 
Margaret,  widow  of  Thomas  Lindmy, 
esq.,  sister  of  the  earl  of  Lucan. 

—  In  his  73d  year,  sir  James  Mont- 
gomery, the  second  iNironet,  of  Stan- 
hope, counter  of  Peebles,  f  18(11);  pre- 
senter of  signatures  in  tne  court  of 
Exchequer  m  Scotland. 
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30.  In  Jamaica,  Joseph  Rawlins 
Thomas,  esc[.»  lieutenant  R.N.,  late 
special  masistrate  and  justice  of  the 

5eace  of  the  districts  of  St.  Mary's 
'relawney,  and  Westmoreland. 

31.  At  his  father's,  Springfield,  near 
Manchester,  aged  26,  Arthur  £n- 
twistle,  esq.,  M.A.,  fellow  of  Brazen- 
ose  college,  Oxford. 

Lately.  At  Dundee,  John  Robert- 
son, aged  114.  He  was  employed  as  a 
ploughman  at  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  C^illoden,  and  saw  the  prince  on 
his  march. 

^  Latelj/,  At  Edinburgh,  miyor-gen. 
sir  Patrick  lindesay,  K.C.B.,  colonel 
ofthe  39th  foot. 

Lately,  In  the  United  States,  Zera 
Colbum.  He  was  distinguished  as  a 
child  for  his  remarkable  powers  of 
arithmetical  calculation,  in  order  to 
the  display  of  which  he  visited  most 
of  the  principal  towns  and  cities  of 
America.  He  became  a  clergyman  of 
the  methodist  persuasion,  andrecently 
a  professor  in  the  Literary  Institution 
of  Norwich,  United  States,  in  which 
situation  he  remained  to  his  death. 

—  At  the  Hague,  aged  69,  M.  Van 
Os,  the  distinguished  animal  and 
landscape  painter. 

—  At  tne  bouse  of  her  mother,  lady 
Dampier,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Elizabeth 
Ann,  wife  of  John  Latham,  esq.,  jun., 
of  Bradwell  Hall,  Cheshire,  and  only 
surviying  daughter  of  sir  Henry  Dam- 
pier,  Justice  of  the  King^s  Bench. 


JUNE. 

1.  At  Ramsgate,  aged  56,  James 
Gilman,  esq.,  of  Highgate,  surgeon, 
well  known  as  the  friend  of  Coleridge. 

3.  At  Winchester,  aged  85.  Mrs. 
Poulter,  relict  of  the  rev.  E.  Poulter, 
prebendary  of  Winchester,  and  mother 
of  John  f  oulter,  esq.,  formerly  M.P. 
for  Shaftesbury.  She  was  one  of  the 
daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  John 
Bannister,  esq.,  and  sister  to  Mrs. 
North  (wife  of  the  bishop  of  Winches- 
ter) and  lady  Osborn. 

—  Aged  43,  the  right,  hon.  Hercu- 
les I^angford  Rowley,  second  baron 
Langford,  of  Summerliill-house,  county 
Meath  (1800).  He  succeeded  his  father 
(who  was  brother  ofthe  first  marquess 
of   Headfort)  in  1825;   and  haying 


married  in  1818  Miss  Louisa-Augusta 
Rhodes,  has  left  issue  three  sons. 

—  At  Bath,  aged  ^6^  T.  Clive,  esq,, 
brother  of  E.  B.  Clive,  esq.,  M.P,  for 
Hertford. 

—  At  Briffhton,  aged  59,  sir  Ed- 
mund Know^s  I^con,  the  second  ba- 
ronet (1818),  of  Ormesby  House,  Nor- 
folk ;  nuyor  ofthe  EastlSorfolk  militia. 

4.  In  Sussex,  George  Robert  Mar- 
riott, esq.,  barrister  at  law,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  Nisi  Prius,  and  clerk  of  the 
outer  treasury  ofthe  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench. 

5.  In  Dover- street,  the  right  hon. 
Henrietta  Susannah  lady  Sud^ey.  She 
was  the  only  daujghter  and  heiress  of 
Henry,  eighth  andlast  viscount  Tracy; 
and  was  married  in  1798  to  Charles 
Hanbunr  Tracy,  esq.,  of  Pontypool, 
county  Merioneth,  wno,  in  1838,  was 
created  a  peer  by  the  title  of  lord 
Sudeley.  Her  ladyship  has  left  a  nu- 
merous family. 

5.  At  Cliflle-house,  near  Wakefield, 
Yorkshire,  aged  58,  a  person  styling 
himself  sir  John  Leman,  hart.  He 
was  lately  a  frame-work  knitter  at 
Nottingham  ;  but  believing  himself  to 
be  the  lineal  male  heir  ofthe  family 
of  Leman,  of  Northaw,  county  Herts, 
(advanced  to  a  baronetcy  in  1665)  he 
last  year  assumed  the  title  of  baronet. 
He  was  stated  to  be  the  grandson  of 
the  rev.  P.  Warboys,  rector  of  War- 
boys,  county  Huntingdon,  cousin  to 
sir  Tanfield'  Leman  the  last  baronet. 
The  estates  claimed  by  him  are  situa- 
ted in  Goodman's  Fields,  and  in  the 
counties  of  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
and  Cambridge,  and  are  said  to  he  es- 
timated at  400,0001,  a  year.  It  would 
appear  that  his  pedigree  was  presented 
at  the  College  of  Arms,  but  subse- 
quently withdrawn,  not  having  been 
admitted  there.  His  son  Edward  God- 
frey Leman  claims  to  be  the  next 
heir. 

6.  At  St.  Michael's,  Mr.  W.  Hard- 
ing Read,  consul-gen.  for  the  Azores 
for  upwards  of  thirty  ^ears.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  city  ot  Ponta  Delgada, 
as  a  mark  of  their  respect,  conducted 
his  remains  to  the  Protestant  cemetery 
with  military  honours. 

7.  At  Norton  House,  aged  87,  Mar- 
garet, widow  of  T.  Bond,  esq.,  <tf 
Merton,  Surrey,  and  daughter  of  the 
fate  sir  R.  Bewicke,  of  Close  House, 
Northumberland. 
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—  At  ShadwcU  Lodj^,  Norfolk,  in 
his  86tli  year  (after  many  years  pro- 
tracted suffering),  sir  llobert  John 
Buxton,  bart. 

8.  In  Chester-square,  aged  27,  Ed- 
ward, youngest  son  of  colonel  Drink- 
water  Bethune,  of  Leatherhead,  Sur- 
rey, and  nephew  of  lord  Minto,  first 
lord  of  the  Admiralty,  a  young  man 
of  considerable  attainment.  lie  held 
the  situation  of  assistant- secretary  to 
the  tithe  commission. 

—  At  Dyrham  Park,  Bath,  James 
Douglas,  esq.,  admiral  of  the  red. 

—  At  Bexhill,Maria-Ilosaria  Birch, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  archdeacon  of 
Lewes. 

—  At  Brighton,  Charlotte,  wife  of 
S.  Hawkins,  esq.,  relict  of  B.  Hall, 
esq.,  M.F.for  county  Glamorgan. 

9.  At  Edinburgh,  aged  3^,  the  hon. 
Elizabeth  Diana,  wife  to  Duncan  Da- 
vids<H)>  esq.  (late  M.P.  for  the  county 
of  Cromarty),  of  Tulloch  Castle,  N.  B. 
She  was  the  eldest  child  of  Godfrey, 
third  and  late  lord  Macdonald. 

—  At  Worcester,  Stephen  Godson, 
esq.,  brother  of  R.  Godson,  esq.,  M.P. 

—  At  the  rectory.  Hackney,  in  his 
72nd  year,  the  venerable  John  James 
Watson,  D.D.,  archdeacon  of  St.  Al- 
ban*s.  a  prebendary  of  St.  PauPs  rec- 
tor of  Hackney  and  of  Digswell,  Herts* 

—  At  Castle  Farm,  near  Stafford, 
aged  67,  Philip  Seckerson,  esq.,  many 
years  secretary  to  the  late  bishop 
Byder. 

10.  In  Bolton-row,  Piccadilly,  aged 
73,  ninjor-general  sir  Benjamin  Chas. 
Stephenson,  G.C.H.,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  woods  and  forests.  This 
gentleman  entered  the  Hanoverian 
service  in  1788,  and  in  1796  joined 
the  English  army.  During  the  period 
of  his  service  he  was  present  in  the 
battle  of  Famars,  and  at  the  siege  of 
Valenciennes,  besides  several  other 
actions  and  skirmishes.  In  1803  he 
was  appointed  deputy  judge  advocate 
of  the  south-west  district,  and  two 
years  afterwards  Mr.  Pitt  named  him 
to  succeed  colonel  Beck  with  as  a  com- 
missioner for  inquiring  into  the  public 
expenditure  of  the  military  depart- 
ments. In  1812  he  received  from 
queen  Charlotte  the  appointment  of 
master  of  the  king's  household  at 
Windsor,  and  such  was  the  system 
Introduced  by  him  into  that  estab- 
lishment, that,  whilst  he  wm  in  gifige, 


—June. 

there  was  no  one  year  in  which  a  sur- 
plus revenue  of  some  thousand  pounds 
was  not  returned  into  the  treasury. 
In  1814  he  was  appointed  surv^or- 
general  of  the  board  of  works.  That 
board  being  subsequentlj  merged  in 
the  department  of  woods  and  inrests, 
sir  B.  Stephenson  became  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  new  board,  and 
continued  in  that  situation  up  to  the 
period  of  his  decease.  He  also  held 
the  office  of  riding  forrester  of  the  New 
Forest,  with  a  salary  of  500/.  a  year; 
which  office  (a  sinecure)  has  ceased 
with  his  death.  In  1823  he  was  re« 
quested  to  undertake  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  duke  of  York's  household. 
For  his  services  in  the  execution  of 
this  last  employment  he  declined  ac- 
cepting any  salary.  Sir  B.  Stephenson 
married  Maria,  the  second  daughter 
of  the  late  sir  Peters  Rivers  Gay, 
bart.,  and  by  her  he  left  two  sons  and 
six  daughters. 

11.  The  hon.  George  Henry  Talbot, 
only  brother  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
He  married  in  18?9  Miss  Augusta 
Jones,  daughter  of  sir  H.  St.  Paul, 
bart.;  by  whom  he  leaves  issue  a  son, 
John,  bom  1830,  now  heir  presumptive 
to  the  earldom,  and  one  daughter. 

\2.  At  Denbury,  aged  71,  Mrs. 
Mary  Froude,  sister  to  the  rev.  arch- 
deacon Froude. 

14.  Grosvenor  Charles  Bedford, 
esq.,  late  auditor  of  her  migestj's  ex- 
chefjuer. 

17.  At  Paris,  aged  68.  the  right  hon. 
lord  William  Henry  Cavendish-Ben- 
tinck,  a  privv  councillor,  general  in 
the  army,  colonel  of  the  11th  Light 
Dragoons,  G.CB.  and  G.C.H.  and 
M.P.  for  the  citv  of  Glawow :  next 
brother  to  the  duxe  of  PortGmd.  Lord 
William  Bentiuck  was  bom  on  the 
14th  September,  1774,  the  second  son 
of  William  Henry,  third  duke  of  Port- 
land, K.G.  by  lady  Dorothj  Caven- 
dish, only  daughter  of  William,  fourth 
duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G.  He  entered 
the  army  in  1791,  as  an  ensign  in  the 
Coldstream  Guards.  In  May  1799, 
he  was  appointed  by  the  king  to  re- 
main at  the  head-quarters  of  marahall 
Suwarroff 's  armj  in  Italy,  and  he  con- 
tinued there  till  the  beginning  of 
1801,  and  was  present  at  the  sereral 
battles  that  took  place  during  that 
period.  In  April  1803,  his  lordship 
sailed  for  Indin  as  governor  (rf^  Madxu  I. 
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he  returned  in  January  1808  ;  in  Au- 
gust 1808,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
staff  of  the  army  unaer  the  orders 
of  lieut.-generai  sir  H.  Burrard  in 
Portugal.  Lord  William  was  subse- 
quently selected  to  proceed  on  an  im- 
portant mission  to  the  supreme  junta 
of  Spain.  He  continued  with  the  junta, 
corresponding  with  his  government 
and  sir  John  Moore,  untu  the  latter 
end  of  November ;  previous  to  which 
Mr.  Frere  had  arrived  at  Aranjuez, 
as  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain.  Lord  William  Bentinck  ac- 
companied the  army  under  sir  John 
Moore  in  its  retreat,  and  at  the  battle 
of  Corunna  commanded  a  brigade.  He 
was  next  appointed  to  command  a  di- 
vision of  sir  Arthur  Wellesley 's  army, 
and  shortly  after  to  the  im])ortant 
situation  of  minister  at  the  court  of 
Sicily,  and  commander-in-chief  of  all 
his  mtgesty's  forces  in  that  island. 
Having  established  a  British  govern- 
ment there,  he  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  an  expedition  in  order  to  land 
in  Catalonia  in  July  1813 ;  this  army 
penetrated  to  Valencia  and  afterwards 
laid  siege  to  Tarragona,  but,  having 
advanced  towards  Villa  Franca,  they 
were  repulsed.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1814,  he  quitted  Sicily, 
having  previously  had  an  audience  of 
king  Ferdinand,  who  promised  to  keep 
sacred  his  reforms.  His  lordship  next 
repaired  to  the  courts  of  Tuscany,  and 
at  Leghorn  he  published  a  proclama- 
tion inviting  the  Italians  to  shake  off 
the  French  yoke.  Having  landed  his 
troops,  his  lordship  advanced  towards 
Genoa,  of  which  he  made  himself 
master,  after  some  slight  actions  with 
the  enemy's  forces.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  he  resided  for  some  time  at 
Home.  Lord  William  Bentinck  again 
went  out  to  India  as  governor-general 
in  1827,  and  was  previously  sworn  a 
privy  councillor.  He  returned  in  1837. 
At  the  general  election  of  that  year  he 
was  returned  to  Parliament  for  Glas- 
gow. He  resigned  his  seat  a  few  days 
only  before  his  death.  Lord  William 
Bentinck  married  in  1803,  lady  Mary 
Acheson,  second  daughter  of  Arthur 
first  earl  of  Gosford,  and  sister  to  the 
present  earl.    He  had  no  issue. 

—  InKensington-square,  JohnMer- 
riman,  esq.,  for  many  years  medical 
attendant  at  Kensington-palace  on  her 
pi^*e8ty  and  the  duchess  Qf  KenU  On 


.—June. 

queen  Victorians  accession,  her  majesty 
conferred  upon  Mr.  M.  and  his  ,two 
sons,  the  appointment  of  apothecary 
extraordinary  to  her  majesty. 

—  At  Sunning  Hill,  Berkshire,  aged 
45,  Samuel  Grove  Price,  esq ,  M.A^ 
barrister-at-law,  formerly  M.P.  for 
Sandwich  and  Deal.  Mr.  Price  was 
the  son  of  the  rev.  Morgan  Price, 
rector  of  Knebworth  and  Letchworth, 
Herts,  by  Catharine,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Grove,  esq.,  of  Taynton  in 
Gloucestershire,  a  lady  connected  with 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  fiimi* 
lies  in  England.  He  was  educated  at 
Eton,  and  £ton,  rich  as  she  is  in  scho- 
lars, has  perhaps  seldom  sent  forth  a 
riper  or  a  better  one.  He  entered 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in  the 
year  1811,  and  was  soon  regarded  as 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.    The 

gold  medal  for  the  Greek  Ode,  the 
rst  Latin  and  English  declamation 
prizes,  an  University  scholarship,  and 
a  Downing  Fellowship,  were  amongst 
the  academical  distinctions  awarded  to 
him.  On  quitting  the  university  he 
entered  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  was 
called  to  the  bar  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1818 ;  but  from  a  distaste  for  the  law, 
he  never  pursued  it  as  a  profession; 
In  the  year  1830  he  was  for  the  first 
time  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Sandwich,  and  distinguish- 
ed himself  by  an  uncomproroisiog  op- 
position to  the  reform  bill.  His  speech 
delivered  on  the  memorable  night 
that  preceded  the  dissolution  in  183!2 
has  been  regarded  by  competent  judges 
as  a  masterpiece  of  eloquence.  Having 
sacrificed  his  seat  to  his  principles, 
Mr.  Price  continued  out  of  parliament 
until  the  dissolution  which  followed 
the  formation  of  sir  Bobert  Peel's  ad- 
ministration in  1636,  when  he  was 
again  returned  for  Sandwich  and  Deal 
by  a  triumphant  majority.  He  opposed 
the  English  and  subsequently  the  Irish 
municipal  corporation  bills  with  all 
the  vigour  of  a  powerful  and  compre- 
hensive mind:  out  his  attention  was 
principally  directed  to  the  foreign  re- 
lations of  the  country,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, to  the  disgraceful  and  sanguinary 
contest  which  was  desolating  Spain. 
With  this  question  he  may  be  said  to 
have  identined  himself;  and  he  brought 
to  bear  upon  it  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
chivalrous  nature,  together  with  vast 
historical  re^arcbi  and  an  intimate 
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acquaintance  with  the  philosophy  of 
politics.  Mr.  Price's  reading  was  al 
once  varied  and  extensive — and  his 
memory  very  retentive  Thucvdides 
and  Tacitus,  Guicciardini  and  ^asso. 
Bacon  and  Barrow,  Gibbon  and  Burke, 
were  alike  ^miliar  to  him ;  and  he 
seemed  to  ranse  at  perfect  liberty  over 
the  whole  field  of  ancient  and  modem 
literature.    He  had  imbibed  the  spirit. 


—  In  Bond-street,  after  a  short  ill- 
ness, aged  about  50.  Mr.  Mori,  the 
first  violin  player  ana  orchestral  leader 
of  the  metropolis. 

20.  Aged  26,  Mr.  Henry  Rush,  so- 
licitor, second  son  of  the  rev*  John 
Rush,  vicar  of  Chelsea  old  church.  He 
was  drowned  on  the  Thames  b^  the 
upsettine  of  a  boat  during  a  violent 
gale  of  wmd,  and  at  the  same  time  the 


and  formed  himself  upon  the  model  of     ten  following  persons  lost^  their  lives 
Edmund  Burke,  for  whose  memory  he     on  the  river  oy  similar  accidents  from 


entertained  a  filial  reverence,  and 
whose  writings  were  treasured  in  his 
heart.  His  principles  were  but  ill 
suited  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
for  they  were  unbending  as  the  oak, 
and  he  would  have  laid  down  his  life 
rather  than  have  abandoned  them. 
His  eloquence  partook  of  the  character 
of  his  mind ;  it  was  bold,  manly,  and 
sincere,  whilst  his  language,  drawn 
from  ^'  the  pure  well  of  English  unde- 
filed,**  flowed  on  in  a  rich  and  copious 
stream,  imparting  life  to  the  driest, 
and  beauty  to  the  most  uninterestinjg 
subject.  His  manner  was  frank,  his 
temper  generous,  without  a  particle  of 
envy,  iluberality,  or  selfishness :  and 
such  was  the  respect  entertained  for 
his  guileless  character,  his  straightfor- 
wardness of  conduct,  and  his  singleness 
of  purpose,  that  amongst  a  host  of  poli- 
tical opponents  he  probably  had  not  one 
Kersonal  enemy.  He  married  in  1830 
f  arianne,  daughter  of  William  Page, 
esq.,  formerly  member  of  council  at 
Bombay.     He  was  not  only  blameless. 


different  boats:  Mr.  Robert  Walker 
Fry,  of  the  Chancery  Registry  Office ; 
Mr.  George  Josepn  Graham,  of  the 
Ordnance  Office;  Mr.  Croker;  Mr. 
Wilkins;  Mr.  Roberts;  Mr.  George; 
Mr.  Lambe,  jun.,  dressing-case  maker, 
Cockspur-street ;  Mr.  Wuliam  Bruce, 
baker,  Charing-cross ;  Mr.  Woolley, 
Piccadilly,  many  years  one  of  the  hun. 
corps  of  gentlemen-at-annS|  and  Mr. 
Griffiths,  of  Pimlico. 

—  T.  Shaw,  esq.,  a  gentleman  of 
fortune  residing  in  Grosvenor-place, 
Bath,  who  hung  himself  in  his  picture 
gallery.    Verdict,  insanity. 

21.  In  Hampshire,  col.  sir  Richard 
Williams,  K.C.B.,  late  commandant 
of  the  Royal  Marines  at  Portsmouth. 
He  was  nominated  K.C  B.  at  the  en- 
largement of  the  order  in  1816. 

—  At  her  house  at  Ardwick,  near 
Manchester,  aged  81,  Mary,  younoest 
daughter  and  last  surviving  child  of 
Thomas  Johnson,  of  Tildesley,  esq., 
and  sister  and  one  of  the  two  co-hein 
of  Thomas  Johnson,  esq.,  of  the  same 


but  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of    place.    She  was  the  last  of  a  ftmily 


domestic  life,  as  a  husband,  a  father, 
and  a  friend.  So  extraordinary  indeed 
were  the  powers  of  his  mind,  and  so 
endearing  the  qualities  of  his  heart, 
that  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  re- 
tained to  the  hour  of  his  death  an  in- 
fluence which  was  almost  magical  over 
the  friends  and  comjianions  of  his 
early  life. 

—  At  Cirencester,  aged  94,  John 
Ireland,  esq.,  M.D.,  one  of  the  magis- 
trates for  Oxfordshire.     Dr.  Ireland 


closely  connected,  during  the  last  cen- 
tury, with  the  leading  transactions  of 
its  native  district. 

2&  At  Purton  House,  Wilts,  aged 
51,  Richard  Miles,  esq. 

—  At  Hurlingham,  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Horsley  Palmer,  esq.,  and 
June  289  Sophia  Anne,  his  aeoood 
daughter. 

23.  At  her  villa  of  d' Joun,  on  Mount 
Lebanon,  eight  miles  from  Sidon,  in 
Syria,  aged  63,  lady  Hester  Lucy 
Stanhope,  half-sister  to  earl  Stanhope. 


was  an  active  and  skilful  member  of  This  clever  and  eccentric  woman  wu 

the  medical  profession,  and  for  up-  the  eldest  child  of  Charles^  third  earl 

wards  of  half  a  century  practised  at  Stanhope,  by  his  first  wife,  lady  Hei- 

Oxford.  ter  Pitt,  eldest  daughter  of  William 

18.  At  Guildford,  Mary,  wife  of  first  earl  of  Chatham,  and  sister  to  the 

captain  G.  W.  Onslow,  E.  I.  service,  great  statesman  William  Pitt.    Lady 

son  of  the   rev.  G.  W.  Onslow,  of  Hester   Stanhope   resided  fer  some 

Dunsborough-housei  years  with  her  celebrated  unde^  to 
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whom  she  acted  as  secretary,  and  at  which  they  ensured  to  every  Euro- 
whose  tahle  she  presided.  She  received  pean  taken  under  her  protection,  a  safe- 
the  grant  of  a  pension  of  1,300/.  charg.  conduct  on  payment  of  a  stipulated 
ed  on  the  4^  per  cent,  duties,  in  1606.  sum.  This  treaty  existed,  and  was 
At  the  same  date,  pensions  of  600/.  still  faithfully  acted  upon,  at  the  time 
each  were  conferred  on  her  sisters,  and  of  Lamartine's  journey.  Lady  Hes- 
on  her  half  brothers.  The  reason  of  ler*s  power  and  influence  haa,  how- 
her  ladyship  having  a  double  share  ever,  at  that  period  ^eatly  declined, 
seems  to  have  been  that  she  was  the  Her  excessive  liberality,  and  the  ex- 
minister's  favourite  niece.  Perhaps  pence  of  subsidising  her  auxiliary 
the  most  detailed  account  that  has  yet  chiefs,  had  greatly  exhausted  her  re- 
appeared of  the  subsequent  life  of  lady  sources ;  and  age,  though  it  had  not 
Hester  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  weakened  her  courage  or  spirit,  had 
a  French  traveller  (Lamartine),  who  probably  rendered  the  display  of  them, 
duringhis  journey  in  Syria  in  the  year  as  well  less  frequent  as  less  graceful. 
1832,  was  admitted  to  an  interview,  a  She  was  living  in  almost  total  seclu- 
favour  which  she  had  for  some  time  sion  in  a  fortined  house  she  had  her- 
denied  to  any  of  her  countrymen.  It  self  built  among  the  ruins  of  the  con- 
would  appear  that  after  the  death  of  vent  and  village  of  Dgioun,  on  one  of 
her  uncle,  Mr.  Pitt,  ladv  Hester  quit-  the  mountains  of  Lebanon,  the  sove- 
ted  England,  and  passed  some  time  in  reignty  of  which  had  been  ceded  to 
visiting  the  different  capitals  of  Eu-  her  many  years  previously  bv^  the 
rope.  After  residing  for  some  years  in  Pacha  of  St.' Jean  a'Acre,  In  tliis  al- 
Constantinople,  she  embarked  for  Sy-  most  inaccessible  solitude,  surrounded 
ria,  carrying  with  her  the  greatest  only  by  a  few  Arab  peasants  and  negro 
part  of  her  wealth,  and  property  to  a  domestics,  she  retained  to  the  last  the 
considerable  amount  in  jewels,  &c.  elevation  of  character  which  had  dis- 
The  ship  was  unfortunately  wrecked  tinguished  her  earlier  years,  but  the 
off  the  island  of  Rhodes ;  lady -Hester's  accoimt  of  her  conversation  as  given 
treasures  were  buried  in  the  deep,  and  by  Lamartine  would  prove  how  inade- 
she  herself  escaped  with  difficulty  on  a  quate  are  the  most  powerful  minds  to 

f)iece  of  the  wreck  to  a  little  desert  is-  the  attainment  of  truth  when  once 
and  whereshepassed  twenty -four  hours  they  give  the  reins  to  their  imagina- 
without  food  or  succour,  until  disco-  tion,  and  suffer  themselves  to  wander 
vered  and  rescued  by  some  poor  fisher-  from  the  old  and  tried  paths.  In  her  re- 
men.  This  misfortune  did  not  damp  ligious  system  **•  the  transcendentalism 
her  resolution.  She  returned  to  Eng-  of  Europe  was  found  combined  and 
land,  and  having  raised  fresh  funds  by  confounned  with  many  of  the  eastern 
the  sale  of  her  remaining  property,  re-  superstitions,  and  with  the  dreams  of 
embarked  for  the  East,  and  landed  safe-  astrology.^'  She  showed  to  Lamartine 
ly  at  I^atichia,  the  ancient  Laodicea-  two  Arab  mares  of  rare  beauty,  one  of 
Here  she  established  herself,  and  ap-  which  she  was  reserving  for  the  ap- 
plied with  diligence  and  success  to  the  proaching  advent  of  a  second  Messiah, 
study  of  the  language,  manners,  and  whose  throne  was  to  be  established  in 
habit  of  her  new  country.  Having  Jerusalem  ;  the  other  she  intimated 
thus  overcome  the  first  difficulties  of  she  would  herself  mount  to  accompany 
her  position,  lady  Hester  assembled  a  his  triumphal  entry  into  that  destined 
numerous  caravan,  and  carrying  in  her  city.  She  retained  an  enthusiastic 
train  camels  laden  with  presents  for  admiration  of  her  celebrated  uncle,  but 
the  native  chiefs,  commenced  her  ex-  spoke  with  contempt  of  the  statesmen 
cursions  throughout  Syria.  She  visi-  and  politics  of  the  present  day,  and 
ted  successively  Jerusalem,  Damascus,  with  disgust  and  indignation  at  the 
Aleppo,  Balbeck  and  Palmyra,  and  it  levelling  and  rationalistic  spirit  which 
was  among  the  ruins  of  tfiis  ancient  was  so  rapidly  diffusing  itself  through - 
city  that  tne  wandering  tribes,  assem-  out  Europe.  In  February  1838,  our 
bled  roimd  her  tents  to  the  number  foreign  secretary,  lord  Palmerston, 
of  40  or  60,000,  charmed  with  her  had  received  such  an  account  of  the 
beauty,  her  magnanimous  and  princely  condition  of  some  of  lady  Hester  Stan- 
spirit,  proclaimed  her  queen  of  Pal-  hope's  creditors,  that  he  was  induced 
myra;  and  delivered  to  her  firmans;  by  to  send  to  the  British  consul  for  Syria 
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instructions  to  stop  the  payment  of 
her  ladyship^s  pension.  Lady  Hester, 
indignant  at  this  treatment,  wrote 
some  remarkably  high-spirited  letters, 
not  only  to  lord  Palmerston,  but  also 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  vari- 
ous persons  of  influence  at  home,  which 
were  published  in  most  of  the  news- 
papers in  November  last.  At  the  pe- 
riod of  her  death  lady  Hester  had  no 
£nglish  attendant  upon  her  ])erson, 
though  the  number  of  her  domestics 
amounted  to  twenty-three.  It  was 
only  the  day  before  her  decease  that 
she  sent  for  medical  advice  to  Bey- 
rout,  but  it  was  too  late  to  be  of  ser- 
vice. The  English  consul  in  that  city 
offered  every  assistance  in  his  power, 
but  it  was  unfortunately  unavailing. 
Accompanied  by  the  rev.  W,  Thomp- 
son, an  American  missionarv,  he  per- 
formed over  the  body  the  last  offices 
of  Christian  burial. 

—  Aged  70,  lieut.-colonel  Andrew 
Clarke,  K.H.,  of  Bristol,  late  major 
of  the  46th  regiment. 

25.  At  Shrewsbury,  aged  85,  lady 
Kynaston  Powell,  relict  of  sir  John 
Ky naston  Powell,  bart.,  of  Hardwick. 

27.  At  Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
aged  47,  Allan  Cunningham,  esq., 
whose  botanical  and  geographical  re- 
searches in  New  Holland  arc  well 
known  to  the  scientific  world.  To  him 
we  owe  many  of  the  beautiful  shrubs 
that  now  adorn  our  green-houses  and 
conservatories.  The  colonists  of  New 
South  Wales  arc  also  much  indebted 
to  his  exertions  for  discovering  and 
puinting  out  new  grazing  land,  on 
which  their  flocks  and  herds  are  spread- 
ing throughout  that  great  southern  land. 

—  At  Lahore,  in  his  60th  year, 
Maha  Rajah  Run  jeet  Singh,  chief  of 
Lahore  and  Cachmine.  Tne  career  of 
this  extraordinary  chieftain  developed 
tlie  character  of  a  man  lK>rn  to  change, 
or  materially  influence,  the  destinies 
of  a  vast  portion  of  mankind*  Proud, 
restless,  ungovernable,  impatient  of 
restraint,  he  ruled  with  des])otisra  over 
twenty  millions  of  people,  and  aided 
by  the  fertile  powers  of  his  mighty 
genius,  rose  from  a  common  thief  to 
be  a  conqueror  of  princes,  and  became 
the  friend  and  ally  of  the  iiritish  go- 
vernment in  India.  Runject  Shigh 
is  represented  as  having  had  no  edu- 
cation in  any  branch  of  learning  or 
science.    He  could  not  himself  read  or 


-JUNB. 

write  in  any  language,  but  he  had  the 
sense  and  discretion  to  appreciate,  and 
apply  for  his  own  advantage,  the  ac- 
quirements of  others.  In  action  be 
was  personally  brave  and  collected; 
but  his  plans  displayed  no  boldnew  or 
adventurous  hazard.  ttSs  fertilitj  in 
expedients  was  wonderfuL  His  uni- 
form career  through  life  proves  him  to 
have  been  selfish,  sensual,  and  lioeiiti- 
ous  in  the  extreme,  regardless  of  all 
ties  of  affection,  blood,  or  friendship, 
in  the  pursuit  of  ambition  or  pleasure; 
he  was  not,  however,  blooa-thirrt^i 
and  never  took  life,  even  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  agsravation.  In- 
deed, his  lawsprohibitthe  punishment 
of  death.  With  the  aid  of  his  coofi* 
dential  officer,  general  Allard,  he  had 
brought  his  army  into  the  finest  state 
of  skul  and  subordination.  He  had  an 
ardent  passion  for  precious  stones  and 
fine  horses.  Hisjewek  weresaidtobe 
the  richest  and  finest  in  the  world; 
and  the  riches  and  magnificence  of  hit 
court  and  palace  to  exceed  all  that  we 
hear  of  among  oriental  princes.  Among 
the  incidents  connected  with  the  death 
of  Runjeet  Singh,  none  is  more  worthy 
of  being  recor£d  than  the  fact  of  Ibur 
princesses,  his  wives,  and  seven  slave 
girls,  having  been  permitted  to  bum 
tliemselves  cm  his  funeral  pyre.  Run- 
jeet Singh  left  the  celebrated  diamond, 
called  the  "  KAah'i-noorn^*  or  MawtUtim 
of  Liffhiy  so  long  coveted  bv  the  prin- 
ces of  India,  as  a  legacy  to  be  worn  by 
the  chief  idol  of  Juggernaut. 

28.  At  Cheltenham,  aged  60,  John 
Bernhard  La  Marche,  esq.,  member 
of  the  corporation  of  Hull.  Mr.  La 
Marche  had  been  in  this  country  about 
thirty-four  years,  and  was  a  disUn* 
guished  merchant. 

—  At  Ackworth,  in  her  65th  year, 
Elizabeth,  relict  of  the  right  rev.  T. 
F.  Middleton,  first  bishop  of  Calcutta. 

29.  At  Leamington,  aged  60,  lady 
Augusta,  relict  or  the  rev.  G.  F.  Ta- 
vel,  of  Campsey  Ash,  Suffolk,  and  as- 
ter to  the  duke  of  Grafton. 

29.  At  his  palace  at  Rome,  aged  68. 
Francisco  Aldobrandini,  prince  de 
Borghese.  He  was  the  younoer  son 
of  prince  Marco  Antonio,  wellknown 
for  his  love  of  the  fine  arts  and  hatred 
of  the  revolutionary  French,  and  bro- 
ther to  prince  Camiilo  Boivhese,  who, 
on  the  contrary,  entered  into  the 
French  service^'and  married  in  1003 
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Marie-Pauline    Bonaparte>   sister    of    continued  from  1809  to  1812,  he  lost 


the  first  consul,  and  widow  of  general 
Le  Clerc.  The  younger  brother,  who 
was  styled  the  prince  of  Borghese  Al- 
dobrandini,  also  entered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  France  on  the  invasion  of  Italy. 
He  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle 
of  Austerlitz ;  and  he  afterwards  be- 
came colonel  of  the  carabineers,  and  at 
the  head  of  his  corps,  acted  during  the 
campaigns  of  1806  and  1807  against 
the  Prussians,  and  in  1809  against  the 


Bessarabia  and  a  part  of  Moldavia ; 
next  followed  the  revolution  which 
restored  independence  to  Greece ;  and, 
to  complete  his  misfortunes,  the  pacha 
of  Egypt  intimated  a  determination 
to  perpetuate  thegovernment  of  Egypt 
in  his  own  family.  Sultan  Mahmoud 
died  in  the  midst  of  the  agitations 
arising  out  of  this  question,  and  almost 
immediately  after  the  defeat  of  his 
army  in  a  last  attempt  to  reduce  the 


Austrians,  where  he  was  the  theme  of    power  of  his  rebellious  viceroy,  leav 


panegyric  for  his  bravery.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Wagram. 
Having  attained  the  rank  of  general, 
and  obtained  some  civil  honours,  he 
submitted  to  the  royal  authority,  and 
returned  to  his  native  country.  He 
succeeded  his  brother,  who  died  with- 
out issue,  since  1831.  Prince  Francisco 
Borghese  married  in  France  Adele- 
Marie-Constance-Francoise,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Comte  de  la  Rochefou- 
cauld, by  whom  he  had  issue  a  daugh- 
ter and  three  sons. 

30.  At  Constantinople,  aged  54,  the 
sultan  Mahmoud  the  Second.  This 
prince  was  born  on  the  20th  of  July 
1785,  and  ascended  the  imperial 
throne  immediately  after  the  deposi- 
tion and  murder  of  Mustapha  IV.  in 
1808,  being  then  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  age.  The  murder  of  his 
predecessors,  Selim  and  Mustapha,  by 
the  Janissaries,  who  had  completely 
usurped  the  government  of  the  king- 
dom, made  a  deep  impression  on  his 
mind.  Seeing  no  other  way  to  rid  him- 
self of  them,  he  resolved  upon  their 
indiscriminate  slaughter.  From  the 
dome  of  the  mosque  of  St.  Sophia  he 
gazed  upon  the  terrible  carnage  which 
gave  freedom  to  the  empire.  So  bloody 
a  commencement  of  a  reign  was  sup- 
posed to  presage  a  continuance  of  cru- 
elty, but,  happily  for  Turkey,  the 
sultan  no  sooner  found  himself  free 
from  personal  danger  than  he  directed 
all  the  energies  of  a  daring  mind  to  im- 
prove the  social  and  moral  condition 
of  his  subjects.  His  chief  opponents 
were  the  priests,  who  scrupled  not  to 
accuse  him  of  infidelity,  and  who,  by 
attributing  every  defeat  sustained  by 
his  arms  to  the  displeasure  of  the  pro- 
phet, raised  a  clamour  against  nim 
among  the  zealots  of  the  mussulman 
faith,  which  greatly  embittered  his 
life.    In  the  war  with  Kussia,  which 


ing  as  his  successor  a  son  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age. 

—  At  Ongar,  Essex,  Sarah  Heyli- 
ger,  relict  of  count  Walterstorff,  many 
years  ambassador  at  Paris  from  the 
court  of  Denmark. 

Lately,  In  Clarendon-square,  in  his 
88th  year,  Marlow  Sidney,  esq.,  of 
Cowpen  Hall,  Northumberland. 

—  At  sea,  on  board  the  Northum- 
berland, on  his  passage  home  from 
India,  Charles  Slade,  m<yor  3d  Light 
Dragoons,  second  son  of  general  sir 
John  Slade,  bart. 

—  At  Dublin,  in  her  79th  year, 
Mrs.  Wall,  relict  of  archdeacon  Widl. 

—  At  Dublin,  at  an  advanced  age, 
the  right  hon.  Margaret  viscountess 
Mountjoy.  She  was  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Hector  Wallis,  esq.,  became  the 
second  wife  of  the  right  hon.  Luke 
Gardiner,  lord  viscount  Mountjoy,  in 
1793,  and  was  left  his  widow  in  1798, 
having  had  issue  Charles  John,  the 
late  earl  of  Blessington,  and  Margaret, 
married  to  John  Hely  Hutchinson, 
esq.,  M.  P.,  county  Tipperary. 

—  In  Newman-street,  aged  ^^,  J. 
Pastorlni,  sen.,  miniature  painter, 
many  years  of  Rathbone-place. 

—  At  St.  Pancras,  aged  72,  Edward 
Coleman,  esq.,  principal  veterinary 
surgeon  to  her  majesty's  cavalry,  pro- 
fessor of  the  royal  veterinary  college, 
and  fellow  of  the  royal  society,  &c. 
He  was  the  author  of  a  Dissertation 
on  suspended  respiration  from  Drown- 
ing, Hanging,  and  Suffocation,  8vo. 
1791.  Obsiervations  on  the  Structure, 
(Economy,  [and  Diseases  of  the  Foot 
of  the  Horse,  and  on  the  principles 
and  practice  of  Shoeing,  2  vols.  4to« 
1798-1803.  Observations  on  the  for- 
mation and  uses  of  the  natural  Frog 
of  a  Horst^,  with  description  of  a  pa- 
tent Artificial  Frog,  8vo.,  1800,  ium' 
other  professional  works. 
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1.  Within  a  few  days  of  each  other, 
Arthur  second  son,  and  George  eldest 
son,  of  G.  B.  Airy,  MA.,  astronomer 
royal. 

—  Suddenly,  at  his  residence.  Ser- 
pentine-terrace, Knightsbridge,  in  his 
74th  year,  the  right  hon.  liichard 
Bingham,  second  earl  of  Lucan  (1795), 
and  baron  Lucan  of  Castlebar,  county 
of  Mayo  (1776),  a  representative  peer 
of  Ireland,  and  the  eighth  baronet  (of 
Nova  Scotia,  1632).  His  lordship  was 
the  only  son  of  Charles  the  first  earl, 
by  Margaret,  daughter  and  co- heiress 
of  James  Smyth,  of  Canon's  Leigh, 
county  of  Devon,  esq.  In  1794,  as  the 
hon.  Mr.  Bingham,  he  made  himself 
conspicuous  by  his  marriage  with  the 
divorced  lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  the 
first  wife  of  the  present  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  third  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Henry  Beliasyse,  second  and 
last  earl  of  Fauconberg.  After  this 
marriage  lord  Bingham  lived  in  close 
retirement,  at  Washington,  the  seat  of 
sir  Thomas  Apreece,  bart.,  in  Hunt« 
ingdonshire,  until,  on  the  death  of  his 
&uier,  1799,  he  succeeded  to  the  fa- 
mily titles  and  estates.  He  was  elected 
a  representative  peer  for  Ireland,  in 
1802.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reform 
of  parliament ;  and  voted  in  the 
majority  which  ousted  lord  Grey's 
ministry,  in  May,  18S2.  By  the  lady 
already  mentioned,  who  died  March, 
1819,  the  earl  of  Lucan  had  issue  five 
daughters  and  two  sons. 

—  At  Wells,  at  a  very  advanced 
age,  Mrs.  Gambler,  relict  uf  vice-adm. 
James  Gambier. 

—  At  Bombay,  aged  36,  George 
Rousseau,  esq.,  examiner  in  equity 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

—  On  board  the  ship  Boyne,  on  his 
return  from  Bombay,  aged  27,  Charles[ 
Grey,  esq.,  eldest  surviving  son  of 
the  late  hon.  and  right  rev.  Edward 
Grey,  bishop  of  Hereibrd,  and  nephew 
of  earl  Grey. 

9.  At  the  house  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Wyndham  Lewis,  Grosvenor  Gate, 
lieut.-col.  William  Viney  Evans,  miyor 
ofthe  29th  Foot. 

3.  At  Leamington,  aged  89,  Francis 
Fortesque  Turvile,  esq.,  of  Bosworth 
Hall,  Leicestershire,  a  magistrate  for 
that  county,  fie  was,  by  his  mother, 
descended  from   an   ancient  Roman 
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Catholic  family  fleated  at  Aston  Flam* 
ville,  in  Leicestershire.  His  paternal 
great-grandmother  was  Frances,  dau. 
of  Charles  Forteacue,  esq.,  of  Hus- 
band's Bosworth ;  and  on  the  death  of 
his  grand&ther's  cousin-^rman.  Miss 
Maria  Alethea  Forteacue,  in  1763,  his 
&ther,  (William  Turvile,  esq.),  inhe- 
rited by  that  lady's  will,  the  Forteacue 
property  at  Husband's  Bosworth,  with 
some  estates  in  Oxfordshire,  North- 
amptonshire, and  Buckinghamshire. 
The  gentleman  now  deceased  succeeded 
to  the  £imily  property  on  his  Cither's 
death  in  1777.  lie  married,  in  1780, 
Barbara,  daughter  of  the  hon.  Charles 
Talbot,  of  Hore  Cross,  in  Stafibrdshiie. 
grandfather  of  Greoi^  lith  earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  and  aunt  to  the  present 
earl.  By  that  lady,  who  died  in 
1806,  he  had  issue  six  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

3.  At  the  residence  of  his  son,  the 
rev.  Sidney  IL  Widdrington,  Manor 
HouRC,  Bexley,  lieut.-ffeu«  sir  David 
Latimer  Tinlin^  Widdnngton,  K.C.H. 

4.  At  Leamington,  LetiUa,  thiid 
daughter  of  sir  T.  Strange,  of  Upper 
Harlej-street. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  aged  83,  sir 
Francis  Henry  Drake.  He  assumed  the 
title  of  baronet  after  the  death  of  rir 
Francis  Henry  Drake,  the  fifth  and  hst 
baronet  of  Buckland,  co.  of  Devon,  who 
died  in  1794,  when  the  title  became  ex- 
tinct, and  has  since  been  revived  in  the 
&mily  of  Fuller  Drake. 

—  At  Carlton,  near  Snaith,  York- 
shire, in  the  66th  year  of  his  age, 
Thomas  Stapleton,  esq.  He  was  the 
eldest  surviving  son  of  Miles  Staple- 
ton,  esq.,  of  Cunts,  in  the  county  of 
York,  by  his  second  wife,  the  lady 
Mary  Bertie,  daughter  of  WUiougfabj 
earl  of  Abingidon,  and  resided  for  many 
^ears  at  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire,  be^ 
tag  in  the  commission  of  the  peace 
and  deputy-lieutenant  for  the  North 
Bidinff.  jn  the  month  of  Febniaiy 
precemng  his  death,  he  removed  to 
Carlton  Hall,  the  ancient  seat  of  the 
family,  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorir- 
shire ;  to  which  estate  he  became  en- 
titled upon  the  demise  of  Catharine 
lady  Throckmorton,  relict  of  sir  George 
Throckmorton,  bart.,  of  Coughton,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  and  <»  Weston 
Underwood,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
whose  father,  Thomas  Stapleton,  esq., 
of  Carlton,  established  hu  cUim  «i 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


351 


DEATHS.- July. 


senior  co-heir  of  the  barony  of  Beau- 
mont before  the  house  of  lords,  March 
1798.  Mr.  Stapleton  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  left  issue  by  both  wives. 
Miles  Thomas  Stapleton,  esq.,  the 
eldest  son,  has  petitioned  the  crown 


to  confess.  Upon  which,  sir  James 
Clark  told  her,  *  that  nothing  but  her 
submitting  to  a  medical  examuiation 
would  ^  ever  satisfy  them,  or  remove 
the  stigma  from  her  name.'  Lady 
Flora  round  that  the  subject  had  been 


for  a  termination  of  the  abeyance  of    brought  before  the  queen*s  notice,  and 


the  barony  of  Beaumont  in  his  favour, 
as  senior  co-heir. 

5.  At  Buckingham  Palace,  aged  33, 
lady  Flora  Hastings,  lady  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  duchess  of  Kent; 
eldest  daughter  of  Francis  late  mar- 
quess of  Hastings  and  Flora  countess 
of  Loudon.  Her  ladyship  died  from 
an  enlargement  of  the  liver ;  and  this 
unfortunate  disease  ^ve  rise  early  in 
the  year  to  a  cruel  slander,  with  the 
discussion  of  which  the  newspapers 
were  subsequently  much  occupied,  and 
some  further  notice  of  whicn  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.  The  affair 
was  first  brought  before  the  public,  by 
tbe  following  letter  from  M.r.  Hamil- 
ton Fitzgerdd,  who  married  a  sister 
of  the  late  marquess  of  Hastings.    It 


that  all  this  had  been  discussed,  ar- 
ranged, and  denounced  to  her,  without 
one  word  having  been  said  on  the  8ul>- 
ject  to  her  own  mistress,  the  duchess  of 
Kent  ;^  who  had  no  suspicion  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  whose  sanction  was 
not  sougnt  for  the  humiliating  propo- 
sition wnich  had  been  made  to  lady 
Flora.  On  leaving  lady  Flora's  room, 
sir  James  Clark  went  to  the  duchess  of 
Kent,  and  announced  his  conviction, 
that  lady  Flora  was  with  child ;  and 
was  followed  by  lady  Portman,  who 
conveyed  a  message  m)m  her  miyesty 
to  her  mother  to  say,  that  the  queen 
would  not  permit  lady  Flora  to  appear 
till  the  examination  had  taken  place. 
Lady  Portman  (who  with  lady  Tavis- 
tock are  those  whose  names  are  men- 


was   published   in    the  Examiner  of    tioned  as   most  active   against  lady 


Sunday,  March  24,  and  afterwards  in 
all  the  daily  papers ;  and  as  it  contains 
a  full  statement  of  the  case,  we  shall 
give  it  at  length  :— 

"  Sir, — Many  false  and  contradictory 
reports  of  the  deplorable  insult  which 
has  been  lately  offered  to  my  niece, 
lady  Flora  Hastings,  at  Buckingham 
Palace,  having  appeared  in  the  public 
papers,  I,  as  her  ladyship's  nearest 
connexion,  feel  it  my  duty  to  request 
of  you  to  publish  the  following  account 
of  the  transaction,  for  the  correctness 
of  which  I  vouch. 

**  Lady  Flora  arrived  some  weeks 
since  from  Scotland,  very  unwell.  She 
immediately  consulted  sir  James  Clark, 
the  physician  to  both  her  majesty  and 
the  duchess  of  Kent.  One  symptom 
of  her  complaint  was  a  swelling  of  the 
stomach.  By  dint  of  exercise  and  me- 
dical treatment  she  was  getting  better ; 
the  swelling  had  considerably  subsided, 
and  she  had  every  hope  of  a  speedy 
recovery  ;  when,  on  or  about  the  1st 
of  March,  sir  James  Clark  went  to  her 
room,  and  announced  to  her  the  con- 
viction of  the  ladies  of  the  palace  that 


Flora)  expressed  to  the  duchess  of 
Kent,  her  conviction  of  lady  Flora's 
guilt.  *  Her  beloved  mistress '  never 
for  a  moment  doubted  lady  Florals 
innocence.  She  said  that  she  knew 
her,  her  principles,  and  her  family, 
too  well  to  listen  to  such  a  charge. 
However,  the  edict  was  given;  and 
the  next  day,  lady  Flora  naving  ob- 
tained the  duchess  of  Kent*s  very 
reluctant  consent  —  *  for  her  rovfli 
highness  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  her 
being  exposed  to  such  a  humiliation,' 
— but  lady  Flora,  '  feeling  it  her  duty 
to  her  royal  highness,  to  her  fiimily, 
and  to  herself,  that  a  point-blank  re- 
futation should  be  instantly  given  to 
the  lie,*  submitted  herself  to  the  most 
rigid  examination  ;  and  now  possesses 
a  certificate,  signed  by  sir  James  Clark, 
and  also  by  sir  Charles  Clark,  statinjg, 
as  strongly  as  language  can  state  it, 
that  there  are  no  grounds  for  believ- 
ing that  pregnancy  does  exist,  or  ever 
has  existed.  Lord  Hastings,  though 
at  the  time  very  ill  from  influenza, 
went  to  London  instantly,  and  de- 
manded and  obtained  from  lord  Mel- 


she  was  pregnant.    In  answer  to  all  bourne,   a  distinct  disavowal  of  his 

his  exhortations  to  confession,  'as  the  participation  in  the  affair;  and  de- 

only  means  of  saving  her  character,'  manded  and  obtained  an  audience  of 

lady  Flora  returned  an  indignant  but  her  majesty,  in  which,  while  he  dia- 

steady  denial  that  there  was  any  thing  claimed  all  idea  that  the  queen  had 
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any  wish  to  injure  his  sister,  he  plainly,  by  five  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons 

though  respectfully,  stated  his  opinion  of  the  metropolis,  were  published  in 

of  those  who  had  counselled  her,  and  the  papers,  and  fUlly  established  the 

his  resolution  to  find  out  the  originator  unfortunate  lady's  complete  innocence 

of  the  slander,  and  bring  him  or  her  to  of  the  charge  brought  against    her. 

punishment.  Lady  Flora  is  convinced,  Ijady  Flora's  remains  were  removed 

that  the  gueen  was  surprised  into  the  from  the  palace,  at  an  early  hour  in 

order  which  was  given,  and  that  her  the  morning,  to  be  conveyed  to  Scot- 

migesty  did  not  understand  what  she  land,  on    fimrd   the   Royal  William 

was  betrayed  into ;  for  ever  since  the  steam-ship,  lying  at  St.  Katherine's 

horrid  event,  her  majesty  has  showed  Docks.    Even  as  early  as  two  o'clock, 

her  regret  by  the  most  gracious  kind-  a  considerable  numlier  of  spectators 

ness  to  lady  Flora,  and  expressed  it  were  assembled,  which   increased  in 

warmly,  with  <  tears   in   her   eyes.'  every  street  through  which  the  pro- 

The  duchess  of  Kent's  conduct  was  cession  passed.    Four  royal  carriages, 

perfect :  *  a  mother  could  not  have  including  those   of  the   queen,  and 

oeen  kinder.'    <  She  immediately  dis-  queen-dowaser,  and  many  belonging 

missed  sir  James  Clark  from  her  ser-  to    the    nobility,   accompanied    the 

vice,  and  refused  to  see  lady  Port-  hearse.    Lady  Flora's  bodv  was  in- 

man  ; '  and  has  crowned  her  goodness  terred,  on  the  15th  of  July,  iu  the 

by  a  most  beautiful  letter  she   has  family  vault,  at  Loudon,  Aynhire. 

written  to  the  dowager  lady  Hastings,  6.    In  Grafton-street,  aged  65,  Col. 

from  whom  the  accounts  were  kept  Charles  Henry  Dillon, 

till  all  hope  of  avoiding  publicity  was  7.  At  Clapham,  in  her  76th  year, 

imjjossible.  Mrs.   Baldwm,    once    a    celebrated 

"  I  am,  sir,  beauty,  and  the  ori^nnal  of  a  birautiful 

*'  Your  very  obedient  servant,  picture  by  Sir  Josnua  Reynolds,  in 

*'  Hamilton  Fitzgerald,  the  marquess  of  Lansdowne's  gaUeir 

"  March  12."  at  Bowood.     There  is  also  a  well- 


demanded  and  obtained  an  audience  of  1782 ;  in  which  Mrs.  Baldwin  is  re- 

the  queen,  in  which  he  strongly  ex-  presented  dancing  and  playing  on  the 

pressed  his  indignation  at  the  slander,  tambourine.    This  artist  made  a  series 

and  his  determination  to  discover  and  of  sketches  of  the  same  lady,  in  several 

expose  its  author.    In  this,  however,  graceful  attitudes,  but  unfortunatelv 

we  do  not  know  that  the  noble  lord  only  one  was  engraved.    Mrs.  Bala- 

fuUy  succeeded,  though  had  he  enter-  win  was  the  daughter  of  an  English 

tained   any   desire  of  vengeance,   it  merchant,  residing   at  Smyrna,  and 

would,  we  think,  have   been    amplv  married,  when  scarcely  emerged  from 

satisfied,  by  the  unpopularity  in  which  childhood,   George   Baldwin,  esq.,  a 

this  unfortunate  affair  involved  the  wealthy  merchant  of  Alexandria,  in 

whole  court.    Letters  on  the  subject  whose   company  she  visited  Vienna 

continued  for  some  months  to  appear  about  the  year  1780,  where  her  bust, 

in    the   papers.     Lady  Loudon    de-  executed  by  Cerrachi  for  the  emperor 

manded  of  the  queen,  but  unsuccess-  Joseph  I.,  is  still  preserved  in  the 

fully,  the  dismissal  of  sir  James  Clark,  sculpture  gallery.    She  proceeded  to 

A  statement  in  justification  of  this  I^ndon  the  following  year ;  the  Ikme 

gentleman's  conduct,  which  had  been  of    her    beauty   had   preceded   her, 

Jong  withheld,  appeared  in  the  papers  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  afterwuds 

late  in  the  year,  but  was  generally  George  iV.  was  among  the  number  of 

considered  unsatisfactory.  Meantime,  her  admirers. 

the  object  of  all  this  agitation,  after  8.  At  Torquay,  aged  37,  lady  Char- 
resuming  for  a  time  the  duties  of  her  lotte  Sophia,  wife  of  the  rev.  Geoi]ge 
situation,  grew  gradually  worse,  and  Martin,  canon  residentiary  of  Exeter, 
at  length  expired  on  the  5th  of  July.  She  was  third  dauehter  of  WiUiam 
By  the  desire  of  lord  Hastings,  a  pout  second  earl  of  St.  Gennain'a,  by  his 
mortem  examination  of  the  body  took  first  wife  lady  Jemima  ComwaUfs. 
place,  the  particulars  of  which,  attested  —  At  Brecon,  aged  69,  Hugh  BoUi 
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esq.|  late  chairman  of  the  sessions,  and 
a  deputy-lieutenant  of  Brecon. 

9.  In  his  78th  year,  sir  James 
Gregan  Crawfurd,  the  second  baronet, 
of  Kilbirney,  county  of  Stirling 
(1781.) 

—  At  Camp-hill,  near  Birmingham, 
age<l  49,  Thomas  Knott,  esq.,  a  pro- 
prietor and  for  twenty- five  years  the 
editor  of  Arises  Birmingham  Gazette, 
and  one  of  the  governors  of  king  Ed- 
ward's school. 

11.  In  Wimpole-slreet,  lady  Carew, 
wife  of  sir  Thomas  Carew,  R.  N. 

12.  At  Cape  Coast,  Africa,  the 
widow  of  Joseph  Dawson,  esq.,  for- 
merly governor  of  Cape  Coast  Castle. 

13.  At  Knutsford,  Cheshire,  cap- 
tain Joseph  Barra,  formerly  of  the 
16th  Lancers,  with  which  he  served  in 
the  Peninsula  and  at  Waterloo,  and 
for  many  years  adjutant  of  the  Cheshire 
yeomanry.  At  his  funeral  a  sword 
was  placed  upon  his  coffin,  which  bears 
this  inscription :  "  To  lieut.  and  ad- 
jutant Barra,  16th  or  Queen*s  I^ight 
Dragoons,  this  sword  was  presented 
by  tne  officers  of  his  regiment,  as  a 
token  of  their  high  esteem,  and  ap- 
probation of  his  services,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  March  30,  1815." 

—  Aged  84,  Mr.  Walter  Row,  of 
Great  Marlborough -street,  author  of 
several  literary  productions,  and  gra- 
tuitous editor otthe Gospel  Magazine 
for  forty-four  years. 

14.  In  Barbadoes,  the  hon.  Joshua 
Bushell  Nurse,  member  of  her  ma- 
jesty *s  council  in  that  island. 

—  At  his  residence  at  Margate, 
aged  77,  Tebaldo  Monzani,  esq.,  the 
celebrated  composer  and  flautist.  This 
eminent  performer  was  born  in  Ital^, 
but  had  resided  for  many  years  in  this 
country.  He  was  formerly  first  flute 
at  the  Opera,  and  performed  at  most 
of  the  principal  concerts  and  music 
meetings.  Latterly  he  was  occasion- 
ally heard  as  a  concerto  player,  and 
was  largely  engaged  in  the  music 
trade  and  in  the  manufacture  of  flutes, 
under  the  firm  of  Monzani  and  Hill, 
Regent-street. 

—  At  Bethnal-green,  aged  75, 
Joseph  Merceron,  esq.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  be  worth  about  J00,000/. 
though  he  always  appeared  to  be  in 
poor  circumstances.  He  was  followed 
to  his  grave  in  the  parish  churchyard 
by  Mr.  Byng,  M.P.,  and  Mr.Mus- 
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grove,  M.  P.,  besides  the  church- 
wardens and  all  the  parochial  officers, 
the  children  of  the  poor  school  (of 
which  he  was  governor),  and  of  the 
workhouse.  Nearly  20,000  persons 
were  present. 

15.  In  Hamilton  Place,  Piccadilly, 
in  his  84th  year,  sir  John  Ramsden, 
the  fourth  baronet,  of  Byrom,  county 
of  York  (1689). 

—  At  Brighton,  Louisa  Maria,  wife 
of  Marlow  Sidney,  esq. 

—  In  Chester.square,  of  consump- 
tion, in  his  37th  year,  Winthrop 
Mack  worth  Praed,  esq.,  M.A.,  IVf.  P. 
for  Aylesbury,  deputy  high  steward  of 
the  university  of  Cambridge,  recorder 
of  Barnstaple,  &c.  Mr.  Praed,  was  a 
son  of  the  late  William  Mackworth 
Praed,  esq.,  serjeant-at-law,  formerly 
chairman  of  the  audit  office.  He  was 
formerly  a  fellow  of  Trinity-college, 
Cambridge;  where  he  distmguished 
himself  as  well  by  the  unprecedented 
number  of  prizes  he  carried  away,  as 
by  his  talents  for  debate  as  displayed 
at  '*  the  Union,**  Mr.  Praed  was  elected 
fellow  of  his  college,  and  was  called  to 
the  bar  at  the  Middle  Temple  in 
1829.  He  went  the  Norfolk  circuit, 
and  was  rapidly  rising,  till  his  parlia^ 
mentary  duties  took  him  away  from 
his  profession.  His  political  career 
has  brought  hun  much  before  the  pub- 
lic. At  the  general  election  of  1831, 
he  was  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  St.  Germain's;  and  in 
1835  he  was  returned  with  Mr.  J. 
Baring  for  Yarmouth.  He  was  se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Control  from 
Dec.  1834  to  the  following  April.  At 
the  last  election  he  was  returned  for 
the  borough  of  Aylesbury. 

16.  At  Athlone,  lieutenant  James 
Edward  Femison  Murray,  R.  N., 
eldest  son  or  the  late  major-general 
J.  P.  Murray,  C.  B.,  and  cousin  to 
Lord  £libank. 

17.  At  Compton,  in  his  83d  year, 
Wyndham  Goodden,  esq.,  bamster- 
at-law,  and  for  34  years  chief  com- 
missioner of  the  Bath  Court  of  Re- 
quests. 

18.  At  Mary  field,  Lanarkshire,  John 
Barr,  esq.,  of  Birmingham. 

19.  At  Paris,  Jane,  eldest  daughter 
of  James  Wilson,  esq.,  chief  justice, 
Mauritius. 

—  At  Colston  Bassett,  Notts, 
Henry  Martin,  esq.,  bencher  of  Lia- 

2  A 
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colnVinn,  and  late  one  of  the  masters 
in  chancery,  lie  was  called  to  the 
bar  at  IJnc<)ln*8-inn  in  1789,  appointed 
a  king's  counsel  in  1807,  and  a  master 
in  chancery  in  1831. 

—  At  t'ryern,  near  Storrington, 
Sussex,  aged  27,  (icorgina,  younger 
daughter  of  the  hon.  George  King, 
and  cousin  to  the  earl  of  liOvelace. 

20.  At  Leigh,  liancashire,  the  rev. 
John  Topping,  vicar  of  that  iiarish. 
Mr.-  Topping,  who  had  been  for  some 
years  in  a  very  weak  state  of  health, 
shot  himself  with  a  horse  pistol,  just  as 
his  family  and  the  officiating  minister 
had  proceeded  to  church.  The  occur- 
rence, however,  was  supposed  to  be 
accidental,  there  being  nothing  to 
show  that  the  deceased  had  committed 
or  contemplated  suicide.  He  had 
kept  fire-arms  in  his  house,  having 
been  denounced  by  name  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Stephens  at  a  chartist  meeting. 
A  coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
accidental  deatJi. 

23.  At  Cheltenham,  aged  80,  sir 
Isaac  Coffin,  bart.,  G.  C.  H.,  admiral 
of  the  red.  This  gallant  old  officer 
was  the  fourth  ana  youngest  son  of 
Nathaniel  Coffin,  esq.,  cashier  of  the 
customs  in  the  port  of  Boston,  Ame- 
rica. He  entered  the  royal  navy  in 
1773,  under  the  auspices  of  rear- 
admiral  John  Montagu,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  active  service  with  but  little 
intermission  till  the  year  1794.  From 
1795  till  1804,  he  performed  the  duties 
of  resident  commissioner  of  the  navy 
at  various  stations  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, at  Halifax,  and  finally  at 
Sheerness.  In  1604,  he  was  created  a 
baronet  as  a  reward  for  his  unremitting 
zeal  and  persevering  efforts  fbr  the 
good  of  the  public  service.  At  the 
general  election  of  1818,  sir  Isaac 
Coffin  was  returned  to  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Ilchester,  for  which  he 
sat  until  the  dissolution  in  1826.  In 
parliament  he  constantly  paid  mucli 
attention  to  naval  matters,  and  not  un- 
frequently  shewed  considerable  wit  and 
humour.  Sir  Isaac  Coffin  married,  in 
1811,  Elizabeth  Urowne,  only  child  of 
W.  Greenly,  esq.,  of  Titley  Court, 
Herefordshire,  but  had  no  issue. 

—  At  Tottenham-park,  aged  80, 
William  Wright,  esq.  He  was  for 
fifly-lbur  years  in  the  service  of  the 
East  India  Company,  nearly  ibrty  of 
which  he  held  the  situation  of  auditor- 
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general,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  company. 

24.  At  Stowell  Lod^.  aged  82, 
Charlotte,  widow  of  admiral  sir  Geoi^ 
Montague,  G.  C.  B. 

25,  At  Newton  Priorv,  aoed  83, 
Harriott  Jane  BuckDall  XStcourt, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Estcourt,  esq.,  of  Estcourt,  county  of 
Gloucester. 

27.  At  Houston,  Texaa.  Vincent 
De  Camp,  esq.,  long  and  fiivoiirably 
known  to  the  theatrical  public,  both  in 
England  and  America.  He  was  tlie 
brother  of  Mrs.  Charles  Kemble,  and 
uncle  of  Fanny  Kemble,  now  Mn. 
Butler. 

—  At  Manchester,  in  the  state  of 
Mississipi,  aged  upwards  of  70,  the 
veteran  actor  Chapman,  lonffknown 
at  Covent  Garden  theatre.  He  boie 
an  excellent  character,  and  has  left  a 
large  family. 

28.  At  Norwich,  aged  58,  John 
Chambers,  esq.,  formerhr  of  the  Ty- 
thing,  Worcester;  author  of  aererd 
topographical  works  and  biographical 
notices  relating  to  the  counties  of 
Worcester  and  Norfolk. 

—  At  Hi^mte,  William  Shutt, 
esq.,  of  Connaugnt-square,  police  ma- 
gistrate at  Mar^lebone,  ana  formerly 
of  the  Oxfonl  circuit. 

99.  At  Aoni^res,  near  Paris,  aged 
84,  M.  le  Baron  de  Prony,  peer  of 
France,  a  foreign  member  of  the  royal 
society  of  London.  Gaspard-CJair- 
Fran<?ois-]Marie  Biche  de  Pronj  was 
born  at  Chamelet,  in  the  pnaent 
department  of  the  Rhone.  At  the  age 
of  21  he  was  admitted  into  the  £c3e 
des  Fonts  ct  Chauss^es,  and  soon  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  succeasAil 
application  to  the  severer  mathemati^ 
cal  pursuits  of  that  establishment. 
Perronet,  at  that  time  chief  of  the 
school,  took  considerable  notice  of  him, 
and,  in  1783,  recommended  him  to  the 
minister  as  a  fit  person  to  second  him- 
self in  the  important  works  on  which 
he  was  then  engaged.  In  1785  M.  de 
Prony  went  with  Perronet  toDunkirir, 
to  undertake  the  restoration  of  the 
port ;  and  ultimately  accom])anied  him 
to  England,  where  they  stopped  some 
time.  In  1780  M.  de  Prony  was 
ordered  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the 
erection  of  the  Pont  Jjouis  XVI.  at 
Paris ;  and  was  appointed  director  of 
the  works.    The  government  discon- 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


355 


DEATHS 
tinued,  in  1791,  the  appointment  of 
M.  de  Prony  as  assistant  to  M.  Per- 
ronet;  but,  with  an  honourable  feel- 
ing, he  continued  to  discharge  his 
duties  as  before  without  salary,  until 
the  death  of  that  gentleman  in  1793. 
The  first  volume  of  a  work  on  hy< 
draulic  architecture  was  published  by 
him  in  1790,  but  he  subsequently 
relinquished  the  idea  of  finishing 
it.  Towards  the  end  of  1791  he 
had  been  named  engineer  in  chief  at 
Perpignan;  but  a  few  months  after, 
on  the  government  deciding  to  draw 
up  the  Cadastre^  or  Great  Territorial 
and  Numerical  Survey  of  France,  he 
was  charged  with  the  superintendence 
of  that  immense  undertaking.  The 
political  events  that  succeeded  each 
other  so  rapidly  at  that  period  in 
France,  did  not  permit  of  his  taking 
much  part  in  the  practical  survev ;  but 
his  time  was  fully  occupied  with  the 
direction  of  the  matter,  and  several 
other  important  operations  were  suc- 
cessfully entrusted  to  his  care.  One 
of  these  arose  from  the  new  metrical 
system  just  then  adopted,  requiring 
that  fresh  trigonometrical  tables  should 
be  calculated,  adapted  to  all  astrono- 
mical and  geodesical  calculations.  The 
government  of  the  day,  which,  in  some 
of  its  decisions,  was  guided  by  ideas  of 
no  small  grandeur,  applied  to  M.  de 
Prony  for  the  calculation  of  tables  on 
the  centesimal  scale ;  and,  in  its  in« 
structions  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
desired  him  to  take  care  that,  <<  while 
the  tables  should  be  as  exact  as  possi- 
ble, he  should  make  them  the  greatest 
and  most  imposing  monument  of  cal- 
culation that  bad  ever  been  executed 
or  even  thought  of.'*  This  gigantic 
task,  M.  de  Prony  undertook,  and  with 
the  aid  of  experienced  calculators 
whom  he  summoned  to  his  assistance, 
in  less  than  two  years  in  a  great  de- 
gree fulfilled.  His  labours,  forming 
17  volumes  folio  in  MS.,  were  to  have 
been  printed  by  Didot,  according  to  a 
contract  passed  between  that  eminent 
typograj)ner  and  the  govemment ;  but 
the  fall  in  value  of  the  assi gnats,  and 
other  causes,  hindered  the  projected 
impression  from  being  completed. 
This  great  monument  of  the  industry 
and  talent  of  M.  de  Prony  has  ever 
since  remained  in  the  library  of  ihe 
Observatory  at  Paris.  In  1798  M.  de 
Prony    was    named   director-general 


of  the   Ponts  et  Chausg^es,  having 
already,    in     1794,    been    appointed 
professor  of  mechanics  at  the  Ecole 
Politechnique,    on    the     first     esta- 
blishment of   that    celebrated   insti- 
tution.   He  had  also  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
of  the  Institute.    Napoleon,    on  his 
return  from  Italy,  look  notice  of  JM. 
de  Prony,  and  made  him  some  advan- 
ta^ous  offers  at  the  time  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Kgypt,  to  accompany  the 
French  army  to  that  country.    M.  de 
Prony  refused,  and   Napoleon    never 
forgave  him.    The  emperor  had.  how- 
ever,  the  highest  opinion  of  M .  de 
Prony *s   talents,  and    employed   him 
from  1805  to  1812,  on  important  mis- 
sions in  several  parts  of  France.    It 
was  in  Italy,  however,  that  his  official 
occupations  princijmlly  lav,  where  he 
executed  several  large  works  connected 
with  the  Po,  and  the  ports  of  Genoa, 
Ancona,  Venice,  Pola,  and  the  Gulf 
of  Spezzia.    The  improvement  of  the 
Pontine  marshes  also  fell  to  his  lot; 
and   gave   rise    to   a  very  valuable 
geographical  and   hydrographical  ac- 
count of  them,  which  he  took  the  pains 
to  draw  up.    Afler  the  Restoration, 
M.  de  Prony  executed  several  mis- 
sions in  the  departments,  and  especially 
in  that  of  the  Rhone,  where  he  was 
consulted  on  the  formation  of  some 
extensive    embankments.      He    waa 
created  a  baron  by  Charles  X*,  and 
made  a    peer    of  France   by   Louis 
Philip|)e  in   1835.    Besides  the  works 
mentioned  above,  M.  de  Prony 's  other 
contributions  to  science  fill  16  volumes 
4to.    He  had  a  brother,  better  known 
by  the  family  name  of  Riche  than  that 
of  Prony,   who   was   a  distinguished 
naturalist,  and   formed   part   of  the 
expedition  sent  out  to  search  for  the 
unfortunate  I^a  Pey  rouse,  dying    in 
1797  from  the  fiitigue  he  experienced 
on  his  long  cruise. 

30.  At  Glasgow,  Colonel  Alexander 
VVedderburn,  of  Inocrisk  Ijodge, 
Musselburgh,  late  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  brother  to  sir  D.  Wedder- 
burn  of  Ballendean,  county  of  Perth, 
hart.    He  served  in  Spain' and  Portu- 

Sal,  and  in  1813  was  aid-de-camp  to 
le  earl  of  Hopetown. 
Lately,  At  his  house  at  Compton, 
in  his  83d  year,  Wyndham  Gooden, 
esq  ,  barrister  at  law,  and  for  nearly 
34  years  chief  commissioner  of  the 
2  A  2 
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Bath  Court  of  "Requests.  He  was 
called  to  the  bar  at  the  Middle  Temple 
June  26,  178J). 

—  In  Wilton-place,  af?ed  P.6,  Mr. 
R.  Klliot,  last  surviving  member  of 
those  who  instituted  the  Druids  So- 
ciety GO  years  since,  which,  it  is  said, 
now  extends  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  numbers  more  than  1,000,000  of 
membera. 

—  In  Oxford  street,  aged  77,  George 
Saunders,  esq.,  F.  H.  S.,  F.  S.  A., 
architect ;  a  magistrate  for  Middlesex. 
He  was  formerly  architect  to  the 
liritish  IVIuseum,  where  he  built  the 
Town  ley  Gallery.  He  was  also  sur- 
veyor to  the  commissioners  of  sewers; 
and  in  181^3  he  communicated  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  a  very  curious 
paper,  being  the  Results  of  an  Inquiry 
concerning  the  situation  and  extent  of 
Westminster,  at  various  periods,  which 
is  printed  in  the  Archseologia.  Mr. 
Saunders  was  also  the  author  of "  A 
Treatise  on  Theatres,  Lond.  1790,'* 
4to. ;  and  of  '•  Observations  on  the 
Origin  of  Gothic  Architecture,'*  in  a 
letter  to  sir  Joseph  Banks,  printed  in 
the  Archffiologia.  He  erected  the 
theatre  at  Birmingham,  which  has 
been  considered  one  of  the  best  for  the 
audience  ever  designed. 

31.  At  Dunmanway,  aged  86,  Ar- 
thur licmuel  Shuldham,  formerly 
colonel  of  the  East  Devon  Yeomanry, 
and  deputy- lieutenant  for  Devon. 

—  At  Uowde,  in  her  86tli  year, 
jMrs.  Locke,  mother  of  the  late  Wad- 
ham  Locke,  esq.,  M.  P.,  of  Rowdeford- 
house. 

—  The  hon.  and  rev.  Boleyn 
Howard,  uncle  to  the  earl  of  Wick- 
low. 

Lately .  In  his  80th  year,  the  right 
hon.  John  Francis  Caradoc,  baron 
Howden  of  Grimston  and  Spaldiiigton, 
and  of  Cradockstown,  county  oFKil- 
dare,  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland  (1819)  ; 
baron  Howden,  of  Howden  and  Grim- 
ston, county  of  York,  in  the  peerage  of 
the  United  Kingdom  (1831)  ;  G.C.B. 
and  K.  C.  :  a  general  in  the  army, 
colonel  of  the  -i£i  foot,  and  a  member 
of  the  consolidated  board  of  general 
officers.  Lord  Howden  was  the  only 
.son  of  the  most  rev.  John  Cradock, 
lord  archbishop  of  Dublin,  by  Mary, 
widow  of  Richard  St.  George,  of  Ki'l- 
rush,  county  of  Kilkenny,  esq.,  and 
daughter    of    William    Bledwyn,    of 
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Boston,  county  of  Lincoln,  esq.  He 
entered  the  army  in  1777.  In  1795, 
he  commanded  the  13th  regiment  in 
the  West  Indies,  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  with  Spain  ;  and  on 
his  return  was  appointed  quarter- 
master-general in  Ireland,  wnere  he 
was  specially  employed  by  government 
in  man^  of  the  disturbed  counties  io 
that  kingdom.  He  went  a  second 
time  to  the  West  Indies,  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  2d  battalion  of  Grenadiers, 
under  the  orders  of  sir  Charles  Grey, 
and  was  present  at  the  reduction  of 
Martinique,  SL  Lucie,  Guadaloupe, 
and  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Bourbon. 
On  his  return  to  £ngland  he  received 
the  thanks  of  ])arliament  for  his 
services.  He  was  afterwardit  ap- 
])ointed  to  the  staff  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  sir  Balph  Abercrombv, 
and  was  in  the  actions  of  the  8th,  13th, 
and  Slst  of  March,  1801.  He  was 
second  in  command  of  the  division  of 
the  army  that  proceeded  to  Cairo  under 
Lord  Hutchinson.  Upon  his  return 
to  England,  at  the  termination  of  the 
campaign,  he  was  again  honoured  with 
the  thanks  of  parliament.  Colonel 
Cradock  was  next  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Cast  India 
Company's  forces  at  Madras,  and  upon 
the  de])arture  of  lord  Lake  from  India, 
he  remained  nearly  a  year  in  the 
command  of  all  the  forces  in  that 
peninsula.  In  1808,  he  was  appointed 
to  command  the  forces  in  Portugal 
during  that  critical  period  before  the 
arrival  of  sir  Arthur  Welleslej,  and 
afterwards  was  appointed  to  the 
government  of  Gibraltar,  which  bow- 
ever  he  held  for  only  a  short  perind. 
In  1811,  he  was  made  governor  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  commander 
of  the  forces  on  that  station.  This 
situation  he  resigned  in  1814.  By 
patent  dated  cK:t.  1819,  colonel 
Cradock  was  created  a  peer  of  Ireland, 
by  the  title  of  baron  Howden ;  and  at 
the  coronation  of  king  William  the 
Fourth,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  peer  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
By  royal  licence  he  now  altered  his 
name  to  Caradoc,  deeming  that  to  be 
the  ancient  and  veritable  orthoffraphr. 
I^ord  Howden  married  in  1798,  udy 
Theodosia  Sarah  Frances  Meade,  thin 
daughter  of  John  first  earl  ol  Clan- 
will  iam,  by  whom  he  had  issue  an  only 
son,  the  present  lord  Howden. 
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—  At  Castle  Archdall,  county  of 
Fermanagh,  suddenly,  by  the  breaicing 
of  a  blo(Kl-vessel,  aged  76,  Mervyn 
Archdall,  esq.,  a  general  in  the  army, 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  &c.  He  was  the  eldest  son 
and  heir  of  Mervyn  Archdall,  esq., 
M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  by 
the  hon.  Mary  Dawson,  daughter  of 
"William  Henry  viscount  Carfiw,  and 
sister  to  John  first  earl  of  Port- 
arlington. 

—  At  Edinburgh,  aged  82,  the  rev. 
Archibald  Alison,  B.  C.  L.,  senior 
minister  of  St.  PauPs  chapel  in  that 
city,  prebendary  of  Sarum,  rector  of 
Koddmgton,  vicar  of  Ercall,  and  per- 
petual curate  of  Kenley,  all  in  Shrop- 
shire, F.  R.  S.  London  and  Edinburgh. 
He  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Alison, 
esq.,  of  Edinburgh  ;  was  matriculated 
of  Baliol  college,  Oxford,  1775;  and 
proceeded  to  tne  degree  of  B.  C.  L. 
March  23,  1784.  Mr.  Alison  pub- 
lished the  following  works : — "  An 
Essay  on  the  Nature  and  Principles  of 
Taste,"  4 to.,  1790,  which  has  passed 
through  several  editions;  .i  •* Dis- 
course on  the  Fast  Day;"  and  other 
Sermons.  He  was  also  the  author  of 
a  •*  Memoir  of  the  Hon.  Alexander 
Eraser  Tytler,  Lord  Woodliouselee," 
published  in  the  *'  Transactions  of  the 
Edinburgh  Royal  Society,  1818. 


AUGUST. 

2.  In  Mill-street,  Lambeth-walk,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  91,  Abraham 
Saunders,  the  celebrated  showman. 
Saunders  had  the  credit  of  having 
fostered  into  life  some  of  the  stars  who 
have  adorned  the  stage.  Edmund 
Kean,  when  he  left  his  father,  was 
adopted  by  him,  and  from  his  peculiar 
agility  played  clown  in  his  company 
for  many  months.  Mr.  AV.  West,  the 
comedian,  husband  of  the  tragic  actress 
of  that  name,  was  brought  into  notice 
bv  Saunders.  Ducrow  was  originally 
also  his  eleve  and  protege, 

—  At  Paris,  aged  17,  Louisa- 
Charlotte  Yea,  youngest  daughter  of 
Robert  Grant,  esq.,  of  Monymusk, 
Aberdeenshire. 

5.  At  Naples,  Bernard  Brocas,  esq., 
of  AVakefield-park,  Berks,  and  Beau- 
repaire,  Hants.  He  formed  a  very 
}arge  collection  of  ancient  armour, 


— August. 
which  was  sold  a  few  years  ago  at  the 
Queen's  Bazaar,  Oxford-street. 

—  At  Northallerton,  aged  70,  Mr. 
John  Jackson,  the  celebrated  north- 
country  horse-jockey.  He  won  the 
Doncaster  St.  Leger  no  less  than  eight 
times,  viz.  in  the  years  1791,  1791, 
1796,  1805,  1813,  1815,  and  1822. 

—  In  her  17tli  year,  Mary  Jane, 
second  daughter  of  the  late  sir  George 
Cornewall,  Dart.,  of  Moccas-court.  She 
was  amusing  herself  with  her  brothers 
in  a  boat  on  the  Wye,  when  she  over- 
balanced herself,  and  fell  into  the 
river. 

Lately,  At  Hadley,  Hertfordshire, 
aged  79,  Mrs.  Eliza  Mackenzie, 
daughter  of  William  MacKenzie,  esq., 
of  Humberston,  and  sister  of  the  late 
lord  Seaforth. 

—  At  Fareham,  lady  Griffith  Col- 
poys,  relict  of  vice-admiral  sir  E.  G. 
Colpoys,  K.  C.  B.,  and  previously  of 
sir  tJohn  AVilson,  judge  of  the  common 
pleas. 

6.  At  Edinburgh  William  Bell, 
esq.,  advocate,  author  of  the  *'  Dic- 
tionary and  Digest  of  the  Law  of 
Scotland." 

—  At  Southampton  General  John 
Pare. 

—  At  Gloucester,  aged  about  55, 
Mr.  John  Chad  born,  solicitor,  the  ex- 
ecutor and  residuary  legatee  under 
the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Wood, 
the  wealthy  banker  and  shopkeeper, 
since  whose  death  his  attention  had 
been  almost  wholly  engrossed  with  the 
proceedings  consequent  upon  the  dis- 
puted validity  of  the  will.  About 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  body 
of  Mr.  Chadborn  was  founasuspended 
by  a  rope ;  life  had  been  extinct  some 
time.  Verdict  —  '*  Temporary  in- 
sanity.'* 

7.  At  Alnwick,  Northumberlnnd, 
Edward  Berens  Blackburn,  esq.,  late 
chief  justice  at  the  Mauritius. 

—  In  Devonshire,  aged  41,  sir 
Christopher  Sidney  Smith,  the  second 
baronet,  of  Eardiston,  county  of  Wor- 
cester (1809). 

—  At  Sandhurst,  near  Gloucester, 
the  rev.  W.  F.  Mansel,  vicar  of  that 
parish  and  Ashelworth,  eldest  son  of 
the  late  bishop  of  Bristol. 

8.  In  Wilton-place,  Louisa,  wife  of 
Samuel  Davis,  esq.,  of  Swerford  Park, 
Oxfordshire,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
lieut.-gen.  Robert  Bolten. 
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—  At  lloekhall,  Dumiriesshirc,  sir 
]lol>ert  Griei'soii,  the  fourth  barunet, 
of  Lag,  county  of  Dumfries  (1685) ; 
a  lieutenant  on  half  pay  of  the  11th 
Foot.  The  age  of  this  venerable  gen- 
tleman had  long  formed  a  subject  of 
speculation  among  his  neighbours^ 
ttiat  he  was  above  a  hundreu  was  con- 
sidered certain.  Singularly  gifted  in 
regard  to  health,  he  appearea  equally 
exempt  from  the  pangis  of  dissolution, 
**  dropped  like  a  pear  grown  fully 
rijie,"  and  slept  ratner  than  struggled 
away.  In  1766,  he  entered  on  the 
entailed  estate  of  Itockhall,  on  the 
demise  of  his  father,  sir  Gilbert,  a 
younger  son  of  the  well-known  Grier- 
son  of  liHg,  (the  first  baronet,  who 
married  lady  Henrietta  Douglas,  dau. 
of  James  second  earl  of  Queensberry.) 
Previous  to  this  event  he  had  become 
a  soldier,  served  a  year  as  ensign  in 
the  6th,  and  five  years  in  the  11th. 
His  commission  in  the  latter  regiment 
is  dated  October  1761,  and  he  actually 
drew   half-pay  for  the  extraordinary 

1>eriod  of  seventy-six  years.  I*art  of 
lis  military  life  was  spent  abroad,  and 
he  was  present  at  (iibraltar,  when  a 
fen  tie  ^jttic  was  fired  in  honour  of  the 
birth  of  (ieorge  IV.  The  remains  of 
this  *'  good  old  country  gentleman  " 
were  interred  in  IVlousewald  church- 
yard, on  the  15th  of  August,  in  i)re- 
sence  of  about  300  mourners.  X'he 
tenantry  having  specially  requested 
that  a  hearse  might  be  disiiensed  with, 
llic  coflin  was  borne  by  willing  arms  a 
distance  of  more  than  two  miles.  Sir 
Kobert  Grierson  married,  in  1778, 
lady  Margaret  Dalzell,  daughter  of 
Alexander,  who,  but  for  the  attainder, 
would  have  been  seventh  earl  of  Carn- 
wath.  This  lady  died  many  years  ago, 
having  had  issue  four  sons  and  six 
daughters. 

9.  At  Sorento,  near  Naples,  Aliss 
Isabella  Keir,  sister  of  sir  W.K.Grant, 
K.C.B. 

—  A^d  35,  John  Sturges  Martin, 
estj.,  of  the  Colon ial-oflice,  youngest 
son  of  the  late  rev.  Jos.  Martin,  of 
Ham  Court. 

10.  At  Putney,  aged  81,  sir  John 
St.  Aubyn,  the  fifth  baronet,  of  Clow- 
anoe,  co.  of  Cornwall  (1671) ;  F.li.S., 
y.S.A.,  F.L.Sm  Ac. 

Lnieitf,  At  Notting  Hill,  aged  57, 
the  lion.  Aibinia  Irby,  sister  to  lord 
Boston* 
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—  At  Woolwich,  aj{ed  62,  colond 
Rogers,  C.B.,  of  the  Koyal  Artillery. 

10.  At  Adlington  HaJl,  LdmcaiBiiire^ 
in  his  03d  year,  sir  Robert  Clsjtoo, 
Uie  second  baronet  of  that  place  (1774), 
the  senior  nuyor  in  her  miuertj^ 
army. 

12.  In  Dorset-square,  aned 5 lyimgpr 
William  Saunders.  Royal  tioTKAttil- 
lery.  He  served  in  the  Peninsula,  and 
was  wounded  at  the  attack  of  Chrii- 
toval. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  in  his  95th 
year,  sir  James  Steuart,  hart.,  G.C.H. 
the  senior  fjeueral  officer  in  her  ma- 
jesty's service  and  cdbncl  of  the  2d 
Dragoons,  or  Scots  Greys. 

—  At  Batli,  aged  80,  lieut.-genenl 
sir  Thomas  Dallas,  of  the  East  India 
Company's  service. 

13.  In  Gordon-place*  aged  77,  lieuk.- 
general  Anthony  Walali. 

—  At  NewiMrt,  Jane,  widow  of  lir 
N.  W.  Wraxall.  hart. 

14.  At  Wilton.creaoent,  Charlei 
Hope  Maclean,  csa.,  barrister-at-law. 
He  was  the  seventh  and  thiid  surriv- 
ing  son  of  Alexander,  thirteenth  laird 
of  Ardgour.  by  lady  Margaret  Hope, 
daughter  of  John  second  carl  of  Hope- 
touii,  by  lady  Eliaabeth  Lealie,  dau. 
of  Alexander,  fifth  earl  of  I^even  and 
IVIelville.  Mr.  Madean  was  M.A.  of 
DallioL  College,  Oxford;  and  was  called 
to  the  bar  at  the  Middle  Temple,  July 
]  839.  He  practised  in  the  H^me  Cir- 
cuit and  Surrey  Sessions  ;  and  he  was 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Statistical 
S(»ciety. 

—  At  ]\Ioka,  in  the  Mauritius,  air 
Robert  Barclay,  barL,  formerly  col- 
lector of  the  internal  revenues  in  tliat 
island. 

15.  At  Madras,  lieut--col.  Edward 
Lloyd  Sniythe,  of  the  Madras  Cavalry. 
He  had  served  in  India  from  the  vear 
1800,  and  was  present  at  tlie  battle  of 
Assaye.  He  was  descended  from  an 
ancient  family  at  North  Nibley,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester. 

16.  At  Stoke,  near  Exeter,  agedST, 
Frances,  wife  of  the  rev.  J.  I*  Poiduun, 
of  Chilton,  WUts. 

—  At  Franch,  near  Kidderminster, 
in  his  70th  year,  John  Corria,  esqu,  of 
AVoodville,  near  Birmingham,  F Ju8., 
president  of  the  Binnin{||ham  Philoso- 
phical Institution,  and  justice  of  tht 
peace  for  the  county  of  Staffinrd. 

18.  AthisreddenceiFottiitaioSaki 
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Notts,  Sifted  73,  lieiit.-geueral  Samuel 
Need,  colonel  of  the  9tn  Lancers. 

—  At  Bath,  aged  69,  rear-admiral 
James  Master. 

—  The  hon.  Gcorgiana  Craven, 
aged  67,  aunt  to  the  earl  of  Craven. 

19.  The  rev.  Bourchler  William 
Wrey,  for  fifty-four  years  rector  of 
Coomhinteignhead,  Devon ;  thirty- 
eight  years  rector  of  Tawstock,  in  the 
same  county  ;  and  for  fifty  years  per- 
petual curate  of  Temple  Grafton, 
Cornwall;  uncle  to  sir  Bourchier 
Wrey,  hart. 

—  In  Fortland-place,  the  right  hon. 
Klizaheth  lady  Colville,  wife  of  vice- 
adm.  lord  Colville.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Francis  Ford,  esq.,  and 
sister  of  sir  Francis  Ford,  hart.,  was 
married  in  1790,  and  had  issue  an  only 
daughter  who  died  in  infancv. 

—  In  Bedford-row,  aged  46,  Air. 
Edgar  Taybr,  an  eminent  solicitor. 
He  was  descended  from  Dr«  John 
Taylor,  a  minister  among  the  English 
preshyterian  non-contbrmists,  in  the 
former  half  of  the  last  century,  and 
an  eminent  biblical  scholar.  Mr. 
Taylor  may  be  considered  as  having 
been,  for  several  years,  the  principal 
legal  adviser  of  the  body  of  dissenters 
to  which  by  birth,  education,  and  prin- 
ciple he  belonged.  In  the  affau*  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts,  m  the  Dissenters'  Marriage  Bill, 
and  in  all  that  has  been  done  in  respect 
of  Dissenters'  Begistrations,  he  had 
much  to  do,  both  in  what  was  printed 
on  the  subjects,  and  in  personal  commu- 
nications with  the  ministers  and  other 
])ubUc  functionaries.  He  was  the  author 
of  several  papers  in  "The  Jurist,*  'and  of 
various  pamphlets  on  subjects  connect- 
ed with  nis  profession.  But  while  dUi- 
genlly  engaged  in  the  business  of  his 
office,  which  under  his  management 
grew  to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  Lon- 
don, Mr.  Taylor  was  also  cultivating 
with  success  various  departments  of 
literature.  With  tlie  family  attacli- 
ment  to  biblical  studies,  he  undertook 
to  superintend  the  printhig  of  an  edi- 
tion of  the  New  Testament,  after 
Griesbach,  at  the  press  of  iiis  relative, 
Mr.  Richard  Taylor,  performimp  at 
the  same  time,  the  intricate  task  of 
incorporating  the  additional  collations 
with  those  which  were  in  the  body  of 
the  work.  This  and  the  frequent  pe- 
rusal of  the  book,  together  with  tlie 
instruction   which   he  had   received 
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from  Dn  Lloyd,  of  Palgrave,  in  whose 
school  he  received  his  early  education, 
made  him  a|goodNewTestament  critic, 
of  which  a  translation  of  the  wholeof  the 
New  Testament  Scriptures  made  by 
him,  and  partly  printed,  is  said  to  be 
a  valuable'proof.  He  early  acquired  a 
mastery  ofthe  German  language,  and 
with  it  a  taste  for  German  literature. 
In  1829,  the  first  volume  appeared  of 
a  work,  entitled  ''  German  Popular 
Stories,"  which  was  followed,  after  some 
years,  by  a  second  voluine,  and  which 
has  just  appeared  under  a  new  title. 
Another  work  in  the  same  department 
of  literature  is,  his  ^'  I^ys  of  the  Min- 
nesingers,*' These  works  led.him  into  a 
correspondence  with  professor  Benecke, 
on  the  German  literature  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ages.  His  next  publication  was  a 
volume  entitled  by  him,  "  The  Book 
of  Bights.''  It  is  a  useful  collection  of 
the  various  charters  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment by  which  the  liberties  of  the 
English  ])eople  are  secured.  To  these 
may  be  added,  his  translation  of  that 
part  of  the  Roman  de  Rou  of  Wace, 
which  relates  to  the  conquest  of  Eng- 
land by  the  Normans,  published  by 
him  in  1837.  He  was  also  the  author 
of  numerous  articles  in  the  periodical 
works  of  the  time,  esjieciatly  in  "  The 
Monthly  KejMwitory,"  and  he  contri- 
buted his  assistance  t«  Mr.  Southern, 
in  "The  Retrospective  Review,"  as 
that  work  was  originally  conducted. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  a  fellow  ofthe  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  but  we  do  not  find 
that  he  contributed  to  their  transac- 
tions. 

20.  At  Cabul,  lieut.-colonel  Robert 
Arnold,  of  her  majesty's  16th  Lancers. 
He  was  wounded  at  Badajos  and  at 
Vittoria,  and  was  present  at  Water- 
loo. 

—  At  Stone  House,  near  Broad- 
stairs,  Josias  Du  Pr^  Alexander,  esq., 
a  Director  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. 

—  At  Brook,  Isle  of  Wight,  aged 
45,  lieutenant  H.  A.S.  Symmes,  R.N., 
chief  officer  ofthe  Coast-guard  station. 
His  premature  death  was  attribute<l  to 
his  great  exertions  in  saving  the  lives 
of  the  crew  of  the  French  brig  Claire, 
wrecked  ofi'  the  island  in  December 
last,  when  he  nearly  lost  his  life  b^ 
the  swamping  of  his  boat.  For  his 
conduct  on  that  occasion,  he  received 
a  gold  medal  firom  the  Royal  National 
Institution  for  saving  Lives  from  Ship* 
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cullectiuiis  of  fossils,  with  strict  indi- 
wreck.  The  French  government  also 
transmitted  him,  through  the  Admi- 
ralty, a  gold  medal,  wliich  was  put 
into  his  hands  two  days  only  before  his 
death. 

—  At  Havering  Grange,  Isabella, 
wife  of  major  Anderson. 

22.  At  Kemp  Town,  Sussex,  aged 
23,  James  Otto,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  lieut.- colonel  sir  Augustus  Heise, 
K.C.B.  and  G.C.H. 

—  At  New  Orleans,  United  States, 
of  yellov  fever,  baron  Hackett,  of 
Hackett's  Town,  a  native  of  Holland, 
whose  ancestors  emigrated  from  Ire* 
land.  He  was  an  aid-de-camp  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  served  with 
distinction  in  the  French  army,  par- 
ticularly at  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
and  at  the  siege  of  Antwerp.  The 
barony  of  Ilackett*s  Town  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  Irish  peerages  that  have 
become  dormant,  and  tne  dignity  is 
supposed  to  devolve  upon  the  cousin- 
germau  of  the  late  baron,  Mr.  Hackett, 
the  American  comedian. 

—  At  Charing,  aged  41,  Edward 
Honey  wood,  esq.,  of  Sibton,  Kent. 

23.  At  Swansea,  in  his  82d  year, 
Thomas  Jenkin,  esq  ,  of  Stow  ting 
Court,  Kent,  and  Godmanchester, 
near  Huntingdon.  For  upwards  of 
thirty  years  he  held  a  confidential 
situation  in  the  foreign  department  of 
the  General  Post-oilice,  London. 

24.  At  Orton  Longueville,  Hunting- 
donshire, aged  40,  the  right  hon.  Eliza- 
beth Henrietta^  countess  of  Aboyne. 
She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Henry, 
first  marquess  Conyngham,  by  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Joseph  Denison,  esq., 
and  was  married  to  the  earl  of  Aboyne 
(then  lord  Strathavon)  in  1836.  Her 
ladyship  died  without  issue. 

—  At  Sunning  Hill,  Berkshire,  in 
his  60th  year,  Michie  Forbes,  esq.,  of 
Sill  wood,  Berks,  and  Crimond,  Aber- 
deenshire. 

25.  At  Ross,  aged  64,  the  rev.  Tho- 
mas Underwood,  canon  residentiary  of 
Hereford,  rector  of  lloss,  vicar  of 
Upton  Bishop,  and  a  magistrate  for 
the  county. 

26.  At  Margate,  in  her  70th  year, 
the  relict  of  Benjamin  Kidman,  esq. 
She  bequeathed  large  sums  of  money 
to  various  charities. 

27.  At  the  Manchester  and  Bolton 
Hotel,  Manchester  square,  aged  21  ^ 
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R.N.,  only  surviving  -eeti  of  general 
sir  Archibald  Christie,  bart. 

23.  At  Aston,  Cheshire,  Arthur 
AVellington  Hervey  Aston,  esq.,  lieut. 
1st  Lite  Guards  brother  to  Arthur 
Aston,  esq.,  minister  at  Madrid. 

—  At  Berhampore,  East  Indies, 
lieut.-col.  Arthur  Mac&rlane,  43i:d 
N.I.,  only  surviving  son  of  the  late 
right  rev.  bishop  Macfarlanc,  N.B. 

^-  After  a  few  days  illness,  aged  71, 
the  rev.  Francis  Hujshe,  who  was 
fonncrly  rector  of  Ciist  Hydon ,  Devon- 
shire, and  the  representative  of  an  an- 
cient family  seated  at  Sand,  near  Sid- 
mt^uth. 

-^  At  Northampton,  aged  70,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  LL.D.  and  F.G.S.  the 
fatheV  of  English  geolofrv.  He  was 
born  at  Churchill,  in  (ixfbrdshire, 
amidst  the  oolitic  formations,  from  an 
investigation  of  which  he  was  subse- 
quently conducted  togeological  discove- 
ries of  great  importuice.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen,  he  attached  himself  to  we 
late  Mr.  E.  Webb,  of  Stow-on- tbe- 
Wold,  to  learn  the  business  of  land- 
surveying.  In  that  situation  Mr. 
Smith  had  opportunities  of  contrasting 
the  lias  and  red  marls  of  Worcester- 
shire with  the  "  stonebrash*'  hiUs  of 
Oxfordshire ;  and  the  distinctions  thus 
brought  under  his  notice  as  early  as 
1789,  were  the  germ  of  that  systematic 
analysis  of  English  strata  whidh  he 
commenced  in  1791.  From  this  last 
date  till  1799  he  was  continually  occu- 
pied in  the  vicinity  of  Bath,  as  a  land 
surveyor  and  civil  engineer.  In  this 
latter  profession  he  was  engaged  in 
executing  the  Somerset  coal  canal. 
Familiarized  from  childhood  with 
some  of  the  organic  remains  of  the 
oolite,  and  acquainted  vdth  the  lias 
and  red  marl  below,  Mr.  Smith  saw 
in  Somersetshire  these  strata  overly- 
ing the  coal  measures;  and  having 
made  detailed  sections  of  the  cou 
strata,  and  collected  organic  remains 
from  these  various  deposits,  he  found 
himself  in  possession  of  new  and  wide 
generalizations,  which  it  became  the 
enjoyment  and  the  labour  of  his  life  to 
unfold.  In  the  course  of  the  two  fol- 
lowing years,  while  continuing  the 
duties  of  a  surveyor  and  civil  engi- 
neer, he  became  gradually  acquainted 
with  all  the  minute  fSusts  of  aUratificf 
tion  in  the  country  round  Batik  He 
was  in  the  constant  habit  of  oiakhig 
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Andrew  di  Borgo  Leslie  Christie,  esq., 
cations  of  their  localities;  and,  he 
found,  where  the  beds  themselves  were 
obscure,  that  he  could,  by  organic  re- 
mains alone,  determine  the  true  order 
of  succession.  During  this  period  he 
also  extended  his  surveys  through  the 
Cotteswold  hills,  and  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  general  facts  of  the  range 
of  the  oolitic  escarpment  towards  the 
north  of  England.  At  this  period  of 
his  life  Mr.  Smith  was  utterly  unac* 
quainted  with  books  treating  of  the 
natural  history  of  the  earth :  he  had 
no  other  teacher  than  that  acquired 
*  habit  of  observation*  which  he  has 
justly  recommended  to  his  followers. 
Before  the  year  1799  Mr.  Smith  had 
coloured  geologically  the  large  sheets 
of  the  Somersetshire  survey,  and  a 
circular  map  of  the  vicinity  of  Bath. 
By  maps  and  sections,  an(l  arranged 
collections  of  organic  remains,  he  en- 
deavoured to  explain  to  many  scienti- 
fic persons  those  views  regarding  the 
regular  succession  and  continuity  of 
strata,  and  the  definite  distribution  of 
animal  and  vegetable  forms  in  the 
earth,  which  are  now  the  common 
property  of  geology.  Among  those 
who  heard  his  explanations  at  this 
early  jieriod,  may  be  mentioned  the 
rev.  B.  Kichardson,  of  Farley,  who  in 
1799,  wrote  from  Smith's  dictation, 
the  original  *  Tabular  View  of  the  su- 
perposition of  English  strata/  which 
has  since  been  presented  to  the  geolo- 
gical society  of  London.  Mr.  Smith's 
engagement  as  engineer  to  the  Somer- 
set coal- canal  ceased  in  1799,  and  he 
was  from  that  time,  for  many  years, 
almost  continually  travelling  in  vari- 
ous  directions  in  the  exercise  of  his 
profession.  To  this  he  appears  not  to 
have  looked  so  much  as  a  source  •of 
profit,  as  an  occasion  for  seeing  new 
districts,  and  completing  his  general 
survey  of  England  and  Wales.  He 
was  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  agri- 
cultural meetings  called  *  sheep-shear- 
ings,' at  Wobtirn  and  Holkham,  to  ex- 
hibit his  maps  and  sections  for  the 
information  of  the  assembly.  At  one 
of  these,  in  1804,  sir  Joseph  Banks 
originated  a  public  subscription,  to  aid 
in  defraying  the  cost  of  publishing  his 
^  Observations  on  the  Strata  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales.'  In  1804  he  fixed 
bis  nominal  residence  in  London,  re- 
{irranged  hi?  collection  there  on  »  new 
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and  curious  plan,  and  received  many 
distinguished  visitors.  But  his  lime 
was  ])rincipally  passed  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  wnere  he  accomplished  a  re- 
markable work, — stopping  out  the  sea 
from  a  vast  extent  of  marsh  land.  In 
1806  the  first  of  his  publications  ap. 
peared, — a  'Treatise  on  Irrigation* 
from  the  Norwich  press.  For  one  of 
the  successful  efforts  of  irrigation  di- 
rected by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Society  of 
Arts  awarded  their  medal.  In  1811 
appeared  the  first  volume  of  the  '  Geo- 
logical Transactions,'  in  which  Mr. 
Smith's  discoveries  rejgarding  organic 
remains  are  noticed ;  m  1813  the  rev. 
W.  Townsend  published  the  first  vo- 
lume of  his  curious  work, — *  The  cha- 
racter of  Moses  vindicated,'— contain, 
ing  much  information  communicated 
by  Mr.  Smith  ;  and  at  length,  in  Au- 
gust, 1815,  appeared  the  long-expected 
'  Delineation  of  the  strata  of  England 
and  Wales,'  on  a  new  map  engraved 
for  the  purpose  by  Messrs.  Gary,  of 
London.  An  arrangement  was  made 
in  1815,  by  which  the  British  Museum 
became  possessed  of  Mr.  Smith's  whole 
collection  of  organic  remains,  for  the 
sum  of  500/.;  and  the  task  of  ar- 
ranging and  describing  this  collection, 
led  to  the  publication  of  two  works  in 
4 to,  entitled  *  Strata  Identified  by  Or- 
ganized Fossils,*  (1815),  and  *  Strati- 
graphical  System  of  Organized  Fossils,' 
(1817).  Between  the  appearance  of 
the  great  general  map  in  1815  and  the 
year  1821,  Mr.  Smith  published  no 
less  than  twenty  geological  maps  of 
English  counties ;  and  he  did  not  af- 
terwards desist  from  the  labour  of  pre- 
paring others,  amidst  difficulties  and 
privations  such  as  few  men  devoted  to 
science  have  endured.  In  1819  Mr. 
Smith  resigned  his  residence  in  London, 
and  had,  m  fact,  scarcely  any  home 
but  the  rocks  until  1823,  which  year 
he  passed  in  Kirby  Lonsdale.  In  1824 
he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on 
geology  to  the  members  of  the  York- 
shire JPhilosophical  Society;  these  were 
repeated  in  the  same  year,  in  con- 
junction with  his  nephew  (professor 
rhillips)  at  Scarborough  and  Hull.  A 
similar  effort  was  maoe  at  Sheffield  in 
1825,  and  soon  afterwards  Mr.  Smith 
accepted  an  engagement  as  agent  to 
sir  J.  Johnstone,  oart.,  of  Hackness, 
near  Scarborough,  and  withdrew  for  a 
while  from  the  wandering  life  an4 
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endless  labours  he  had  imposed  on 
himself.  In  1835  he  received  the  dc- 
jrree  of  LL.D.  in  Trinity  colleget 
Dublin.  The  unconquerable  desire  of 
personaUv  tracing  the  strata  of  £nff- 
land  an(i  Wales,  had  involved  Mr. 
Smith  in  extensive  pecuniar^r  difficul- 
ties, and  an  application  having  been 
made  to  the  Crown,  on  the  jmrt  of  seve- 
ral eminent  men  of  science,  and  sta- 
tion, in  the  country,  an  annuity  of  one 
hundred  pounds  was  at  length  granted 
to  him.  Mr.  Smith  employed  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  in  applying  the 
discoveries  of  geology  to  practical 
uses,  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
which  recently  issued  their  report  on 
the  stone  best  fitted  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  houses  of  parliament. 

29,  John  FredericK  Stoddart,  csc^., 
first  puisne  judge  in  Ceylon,  son  of  sir 
John  Stoddart,  lately  chief  judge  in 
Malta,  and  grandson,  by  his  mother, 
of  sir  Henry  Moncrieff. 

ao.  At  Toulouse,  aged  21,  WUliam 
Tonnent  Dillon  Tennent,  B.A.,  only 
son  of  lUchard  Dillon  Tennent,  esij. 

31.  From  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  fowling-piece,  aged  14,  John,  se- 
cond son  of  sir  llichard  Musgrave, 
bart.,  of  Tourui,  county  of  Waterford. 

—  iVged  67,  Richard  llodd,  esq., 
solicitor,  for  upwards  of  twenty-five 
years  clerk  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners in  Devonport. 

—  At  Iiensfield,  Cambridge,  on  his 
61st  birthday,  AVilliam  Wilkins,  cs<|., 
M.A.F.S A.,  a  royal  academician,  and 
))rofe8Sor  of  architecture  in  the  lioyal 
Academy.  Mr.  AVilkins  was  a  native 
of  Norwich,  in  which  city  his  father, 
carried  on  a  good  business  as  an  arclii- 
tccU  He  entered  the  university  of 
Cambridge  as  a  scholar  of  Caius  and 
Gonville  college,  in  1796.  In  1801  he 
succeeded  to  the  University  Travel- 
ling Bachelorsliip,  and  passed  four 
years  in  Greece  and  Italy,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  his  studies  as  an  architect. 
During  tliat  time  he  was  elected  a  fel- 
low of  his  college.  His  classical  taste 
in  designing  public  buildings  was  very 
soon  appreciated ;  for,  in  comi)ctition, 
he  won  the  palm,  at  an  earlier  ])erio(l 
of  his  career,  by  his  designs  for  the 
East  India  college  at  Haileybury,  and 
Downing  college  at  Cambridge!  He 
was  ap|)ointed  architect  to  the  East 
India  company,  on  the  resignation  of 
3Ir.  Cockerill ;  in  IdH  he  was  made  a 
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Koyal  Academician;  and  on  the  de- 
mise of  sir  John  Soane,  ISS?*  Mr. 
Wilkins  was  appointed  his  successor  as 
professor  of  arcniteclure.  His  princi- 
pal public  buildings  are  the  (Jnivenity 
Club-house,  St.  Geoinge's  Uosmtal,  tlie 
London  University,  and  the  Matioiial 
Ciallery,  in  London;  his  collc^  of 
Corpus  Christi,  Downiuj^,  and  his  ad- 
ditions to  Trinity  and  Kintffj  at  Cam- 
bridge. Of  his  woiks  or  litenture, 
his  Antiquities  of  Maama  Gneciat  foL 
1807,  his  translaticm  ofvitruviusy  4to. 
1813,  his  editorial  labours  upon  the 
works  of  the  Dilettanti  Society,  and 
his  restoration  of  the  mutilated  Greek 
inscriptions  relating  to  the  public 
edifices  of  Athens,  are  well  known. 
He  also  commuoicated  to  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries  in  1801  an  account 
of  the  Frior*8  Chapel  at  Ely,  with  six 
plates. 

Lately.  At  Kingston,  near  Dublin, 
John  JMartley.  esq.,  Q.  C,  chairman 
of  the  East  Ridmg  of  the  county  of 
Cork.  Mr.  Martley  was  the  leader 
on  his  circuit,  and  as  a  sound  lawyer, 
and  able  advocate,  held  a  prominent 
position  in  his  profession. 

—  At  Fyrmont,  near  Tarbest,  co. 
of  Kerry,  T.  W.  Sandes.  esq-  B.A., 
nephew  to  the  bishop  of  CasheL 

—  At  Sierra  Leone,  Robert  Bankin, 
cs({.,  chief  justice  of  that  colony,  eldest 
son  of  Thomas  Kankin,  esq^  of  Bristd. 

—  Aged  78,  Solomon  Polack,  esq^., 
an  eminent  artist  and  continual  exhi- 
bitor in  the  Hoyal  Academy  during 
half  a  century. 


SEPTEMBER. 

1.  At  the  Aust  Passage,  by  the  up* 
setting  of  a  boat,  William  Crawshay, 
,jun.  est}.,  of  Cyfiirtha  Castle,  near 
Mcrtliyr  Tydvil,  and  ten  other  per* 
sons. 

4.  At  Dominica,  aged  51>,  the  hon. 
Alexander  Robinson,  member  of  her 
ma  jcsty  *s  council  of  that  island. 

-^  At  Oxford,  aged  70,  Thomas 
Robertson,  esr^.,  town  clerk,  and  clerk 
of  the  peace  of  that  city,  &c. 

5.  At  Upper  G^re  House,  Kensing- 
ton, general  David  Douglas  Wemyss, 
governor  of  Tynemoutn  and  CUfic 
Fort.  Twenty-four  years  of  general 
Wemyss's  service  were  passed  fliruadj 
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he  served  fuur  years  during  the  Ame- 
rican war,  twice  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  in  the  East :  thrice  on  the  conti- 
nent of  £uro|)e :  was  present  at  nine 
sieges,  several  general  actions,  and  in 
innumerable  minor  affairs. 

6.  Murdered  by  the  natives  at 
Hyder  Keel,  colonel  Herring,  of  the 
37th  N.  Infantry.  He  was  escorting 
five  lacs  of  treasure  for  the  army  at 
Cabul. 

—  At  Nutwood  Lodge,  Gatton, 
aged  72,  lady  Jemima  Helena,  wife  of 
count  John  Charles  Bentinck,  and 
aunt  to  the  earl  of  Athlone.  She  was 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Frederick,  6th 
earl  of  Athlone. 

—  At  his  seat,  Wootton  Court, 
Kent,  in  his  75th  year,  sir  John  Wil- 
liam Head  Brydges.  knt.,  ca]:)tain  of 
Sandgate  Castle,  and  a  commissioner 
of  Dover  Harbour.  He  was  the  third 
and  youngest  son  of  Edward  Brydges, 
of  Wootton  Court,  esq,,  by  Jemima, 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  the  rev. 
AViUiam  Egerton,  IjL.D.,  prebendary 
of  Canterbury,  grandson  of  John,  se- 
cond earl  of  Bridgewater,  by  lad^  Eli- 
zabeth Cavendish,  daughter  ot  Wil- 
liam duke  of  Newcastle.  He  derived 
the  name  of  Head  from  his  maternal 
grandmother,  Anne,  daughter  of  sir 
Francis  Head,  bart.  The  late  clever 
but  wayward  person,  sir  Samuel  Eger- 
ton Brydges,  bart.  was  his  elder 
brother. 

7.  At  Dumfries,  sir  Andrew  Halli- 
day,  K.H.,  M.D-,  F.II.S.,  Edinburgh 
and  Gottingen.  Sir  A.  Halliday's  life 
from  his  youth  up  was  one  of  action. 
He  was  educated  for  the  church ;  but 
afterwards  changed  that  profession  for 
physic.  After  travelling  through  Rus- 
sia  and  Tartary,  he  settled  at  Hales- 
worth,  near  Birmingham,  where  he 
for  some  time  pursued  his  practice. 
He  afterwards  ser\'^ed  on  the  staff  of 
the  army,  both  in  Portugal  and  Spain  ; 
was  at  the  assault  of  Bergen-op-Zoom, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo ;  and  ac- 
companied William  IV.  when  duke  of 
Clarence,  in  his  journeys  abroad  in 
quest  of  health,  in  his  professional  ca- 
pacity. He  was  a  good  scholar  as  \vell 
as  a  skilful  physician,  and  his  varied 
and  general  intelligence  obtained  him 
high  esteem  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
Though  of  humble  parentage,  he  was 
of  good  and  ancient  blood,  for  he  came 
from  that  brave  **  Thorn  Halliday,  my 
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sister*s  son  so  dear,'*  as  he  was  called 
by  the  renowned  sir  William  AVallace. 
Besides  several  professional  works,  sir 
A.  Halliday  published  a  Memoir  of 
the  Campaign  of  1815.  4to.  Paris,  1816 
A  History  of  the  House  of  Bruns- 
wick and  Lunenburff.  4to.  1820.  An- 
nals of  the  House  of  Hanover.  2  vols, 
royal  8vo.  1826,  and  an  excellent  work 
on  the  West  Indies. 

8.  At  Merton-hall,  Norfolk,  aged 
61,  the  right  hon.and  rev.  Thomas  de 
Grey,  fourth  lord  Walsingham,  of 
Walsingham  in  Norfolk  (1780)  j  M.A., 
archdeacon  of  Surrey,  rector  of  Faw- 
lev,  Hampshire,  and  of  Merton,  Nor- 
folk. 

—  At  Southam})ton,  at  the  residence 
of  her  father,  major.general  the  hon. 
W.  H*  Gardner,  Ann-£uropa,  widow 
of  Thomas  Lewis  Gooch,  esq. 

10.  Anne,  wife  of  the  rev.  James 
Saurin,  archdeacon  of  Dromorc. 

11.  At  Kensin^n,  the  wife  of 
general  sir  John  Fraser,  G.C.H. 

13.  At  Thirlstane  castle,  ctainty  of 
Berwick,  aged  80,  the  right  hon.  James 
Maitland,  ninth  baron  Maltland  of 
Thii:lestane  (1590),  eighth  viscount  of 
Lauderdale  (1616),  earl  of  Lauderdale, 
viscount  Maitland,  and  lord  Thirlstane 
and  Bolton  (1624),  in  the  peerage  of 
Scotland ;  baron  Lauderdale  of  Thir- 
lestane,  in  the  peerage  of  the  United 
Kingdom  (1806) ;  a  baronet  of  Nova 
Scotia  (1672) ;  K.  T. ;  a  privy  council* 
lor,  heritable  standard-bearer  and  mar- 
shal of  the  queen's  household  in  Scot- 
land, &C.  &c.  His  lordship  was  the 
second  but  eldest  surviving  son  c^ 
James,  the  seventh  earl,  by  Mary 
Turner,  only  daughter  of  sir  Thomas 
Lombe,  knt.,  alderman  of  London. 
He  was  early  placed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  learned  Andrew 
Dalzel,  LLD.,  afterwards  professor 
of  Cvreek  in  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh: and  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion at  Paris.  Returning  home,  his 
lordship  was  admitted  a  member  of 
the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  1780  ;  was 
chosen  member  of  parliament  for 
Newport,  in  Cornwall,  at  the  general 
election,  same  year ;  and  for  Malmes- 
bury,  1784;  rendering  himself  con- 
spicuous in  the  house  of  commons  by 
his  opposition  to  lord  North's  adminis- 
tration, and  attaching  himself  to  Mr. 
Fox,  of  whose  India  Bill  he  was  an 
energetic  supporter,  and  one  of  tb^ 
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managers  uf  Hastiiifrs's  iuipeachment. 
He  succeeded  his  father  1789,  and  in 
1790  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  sixteen 
representatives  of  the  Scottish  peerage, 
following  the  samcline  of  politics  in  the 
house  of  lords,  and  taking  a  frequent 
share  in  the  debutes.  His  lordship's 
publications  on  economical  and  political 
subjects  were  numerous.  The  princi- 
pal one  is  his  '*  Enquiry  into  the 
nature  and  origin  of  public  wealth, 
which  appeared  in  1804."  On  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Pitt  administration, 
1806,  the  carl  of  Lauderdale  was  creat- 
ed a  |)ecr  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  sworn 
a  privy  councillor,  and  had  the  great 
seal  of  Scotland  delivered  to  him.  His 
lordship  set  off  for  Paris  on  the  2nd  of 
August  following,  invested  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  peace,  the  negotia- 
tions for  which  hau  been  for  several 
weeks  carried  on.  Of  the  progress  and 
fruitless  termination  of  the  negotia- 
tions, a  clear  account  ap])eared  in 
the  London  Gazette  of  2 1st  October, 
1H06,  to  which  reference  may  bu  made. 
On  the  change  of  administration,  the 
duke  of  Gordon  was  re-ap])ointed 
keei>er  of  the  great  seal  of  Scotland, 
April  1807.  'Ihe  earl  of  Lauderdale 
now  having  an  hereditary  spat  in  the 
house  of  lords,  exerted  himself  actively 
in  parliament.  The  pamj)hlets  which 
at  this  period  emanated  from  his  lord- 
ship*s  |)en  had  considerable  weight  at- 
tached to  them  at  the  time  that  bul- 
lion and  other  questions  occupied  the 
public  attention.  In  ])olitics,  lord 
Lauderdale's  opinions  were,  for'  that 
})eriod,  considered  to  be  extreme  in 
their  liberality;  and  his  appearance 
in  the  house  o? lords  in  the  rough  cos- 
tume of  Jacobinism  made  quite  a  sen- 
sation when  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution  were  in  vogue  with 
the  democratic  party  in  this  country. 
It  IS  known,  however,  that  his  views 
on  this  subject  underwent  a  complete 
change,  which  was  first  publicly  ma- 
nifested by  the  ])romiuent  part  which 
he  took  in  favour  of  George  IV.  at  the 
trial  of  that  prince's  ill-fated  consort. 
He  was  also  a  strenuous  op[>onent  of 
the  Reform  Bill,  and  indeed,  from  the 
date  of  that  measure  he  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  niains])ring  and  mover 
of  the  high  tory  party  among  the 
Scottish  peerage.  For  the  last  ten 
jrears  lord  Lauderdale  lived  in  retire* 
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ment,  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  earl  married,  August;, 
1782,  Eleanor,  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Anthony  Todd,  esq.,  sec- 
retary to  the  General  Post-ofiice; 
and  by  that  lady,  had  issue  four  sons 
and  five  daughtcis,  of  whom  two 
sons  and  two  naughters  only  survive. 

—  At  llendlesham-hall,  Suffolk, 
the  right  hon.  and  rev.  William  Tbel- 
lusson,  third  baron  Rendlcsham,  of 
Ilendlesham,  in  the  iiecrage  of  Ire- 
land ( 1806). 

14.  At  Norwood,  aged  32.  the  hon. 
Henr^  Cornewall  L^vereux,  eldest 
son  of  viscount  Hereford. 

15.  At  Kensington  Gore,  aged  73, 
Henry  Singleton,  esq.,  of  Cnarles- 
street,  St.  James's,  for  some  time  the 
oldest  living  exhibitor  at  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  at  other  institutions 
connected  with  the  fine  arts. 

^  17.  At  Richmond,  aged  70,  the 
right  hon.  Amabel  Elizabeth  dowager 
countess  of  Pomfret.  She  was  the 
eldest  dau.  of  sir  Richard  Borough, 
bart.,  by  the  hon.  Anna  Maria  Ijake, 
sister  to  viscount  Lake,  and  was  mar- 
ried, in  1823,  to  Thomas  William, 
fourth  and  late  earl. 

—  Of  fever,  at  the  Gambia,  coast 
of  Africa,  major  W.  Mackie,  K.H., 
lieut.-governor  of  the  colony,  and  late 
of  the88thregt. 

18.  At  New  York,  Edward  Webb, 
esq.,  of  Adwcll,  near  Tetsworth, 
Gloucestershire,  formerly  representa- 
tive of  the  city  of  Gloucester  in  parlia- 
ment. 

—  Aged  83,  at  the  rectory,  Trow- 
bridge, Wilts,  lady  Mary,  widow  of 
the  late  Andrew  Berkeley 'Drummond, 
esq.,  of  Cadiands,  Hants.  She  was 
daughter  of  John,  second  earl  of  Eg- 
mout,  by  his  second  wife  Catharine 
(Compton)  baroness  Arden,  sister  to 
the  seventh  and  eif^th  earls  of  North- 
ampton. 

19.  At  Hereford,  aged  74^  the  rev. 
John  Duncumb,  rector  of  Abb^  Dore, 
vicar  of  Mansel  Ijacy,  and  a  magistrate 
for  Herefordshire.  Under  the  jnalnm- 
age  of  Charles  duke  of  Norfolk,  who 
was  at  that  time  possessed  of  the 
Scudamore  estates,  at  Home  Lacy, 
&c.,  Mr.  Duncumb  undertook  to  com- 
pile the  history  of  the  county  of  Here* 
ford,  of  which  the  first  volume  was 
published  in  1804,  and  the  first  part 
of  a  second  volume  in  191f  i  Init  it 
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was  left  imperfect,  Ihe  duke  of  Nor- 
folk dying  in  1815,  and  the  Scudamore 
proi)erty  being  sold.  Mr.  Duncumb 
also  drew  up  an  Agricultural  Report 
for  the  county  of  Hereford,  which  was 
published  in  1804. 

—  At  the  Royal  Arsenal.  Wool- 
wich, major  gen.  sir  Joseph  Maclean. 
K.C.H.  and  C.B.,  Director -general 
of  the  field  train  of  the  Artillery  depart- 
ment, and  inspector-general  of  the 
brass* foundry  establishment  in  the 
Arsenal. 

20.  At  Greenwich  Hospital,  vice- 
admiral  sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy,  hart., 
G.C.B.,  governor  of  that  establish- 
ment. This  highly  distinguished  offi- 
cer, was  the  second  son  of/  Joseph 
Hardy,  esq.,  of  Portisham,  in  Dorset- 
shire. At  twelve  years  of  age  he  en- 
tered the  Royal  Navy  as  a  midship- 
man. In  1793,  he  accompanied  his 
captain  (A.  Hunt)  into  the Amphitrite, 
and  joined  lord  Hood's  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean.  In  November  follow- 
ing, he  was  made  lieutenant  in  the 
Meleager  ;  which  was  constantly  em- 
ployed as  one  of  Nelson's  squadron, 
an(i  thus  was  Hardy  brought  under 
the  notice  of  that  immortal  hero.    In 

1796,  lie  was  transferred  to  LaMinerve, 
in  which  he  was  present  at  the  battle 
of  St.  Vincent ;  and  to  a  gallant  achieve- 
ment performed  in  her  boats  he  owed 
his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander.   This  was  on  the  28th  of  May, 

1797,  when,  in  conjunction  with  lieut. 
Gage,  of  the  Lively,  he  captured  the 
Mutine,  a  16  gun  brig,  Irom  under 
the  walls  of  Vera  Cruz.  He  was  im- 
mediately promoted  into  this  brig, 
which  was  brought  into  the  service. 
In  her  he  accompanied  Nelson  in  his 
pursuit  of  the  French  fleets,  and  was 
present  in  the  action  of  the  Nile ; 
and,  on  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the 
Vanguard,  Nelson  appointea  him  to 
it  instantly.  In  November  1800,  he 
joined  the  Namur,  and  afterwards  the 
St.  Geoige,  Nelson's  flag  ships.  Pre- 
viously to  tho  battle  of  Copenhagen, 
he  performed  a  very  important  service 
in  sounding  a  part  of  the  channel. 
Though  in  constant  attendance  on 
Nelson,  the  St.  George  was  not  en- 
gaged in  the  attack,  as  she  drew  too 
much  water.  After  commanding  suc- 
cessively the  Iris  and  Amphion,  in 
July  1803,  captain  Hardy  joined  the 
Victory  with  Nelson,  wliom  he  never 
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afterwards  quitted.  It  is  not  necessary 
here  to  repeat  the  memorable  particu- 
lars of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  the 
hero's  death-bed.  The  Victory  re- 
turned home  with  Nelson's  body,  and 
at.the  funeral,  captain  Hardy  bore  the 
banner  of  emblems,  immediately  be- 
fore the  relations  of  the  deceased.  In 
the  following  month,  by  patent  dated 
Feb.  1806,  he  was  created  a  baronet. 
From  this  period  to  the  year  1824,  sir 
Thomas  Hardy  continued,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years,  engaged  in 
active  duty  in  the  West  Indies  and  oh 
the  North  and  South  American  sta- 
tions In  Dec.  1826.  he  hoisted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Welleslev,  and  car- 
ried to  Lisbon  the  expedition  sent  by 
Mr.  Canning ;  and  in  October  1827, 
his  flag  was  hauled  down  never  to  be 
again  displayed  on  the  sea.  His  ser- 
vice amounted  in  all  to  thirty-six 
years,  and  he  had  been  witness  to  the 
capture  of  fifty-seven  line- of- battle 
ships  of  various  nations.  In  Novem- 
ber 1830,  he  was  api)ointed  a  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  ;  and,  on  a  vacancy  oc- 
curring in  the  governorship  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  by  the  death  of  sir 
Richard  Keats  in  1834,  that  appoint- 
ment was  conferred  on  sir  Thomas, 
although  his  talents  were  much  in 
recjuisition  at  the  Admiralty.  This 
office  he  retained  to  the  time  of 
his  decease,  and  was  honourably  buried 
in  the  mausoleum  of  the  Royal  Hos- 
pital, Sept.  28th.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy 
married  in  1807,  Louisa  Emily,  dau. 
of  Adm.  the  hon.  sir  George  Cranfield 
Berkeley,  G.C.B.,  and  by  that  lady 
he  had  ii^sue  three  daughters. 

—  At  Hayes,  in  his  97ih  year,  John 
Mumford>  who,  when  a  boy,  was  at- 
tendant on  admiral  Byng,  for  some 
time  previous  to  his  execution,  and 
laid  the  cushion  for  him  to  kneel  on 
on  that  occasion.  He  was  afterwards 
groom  to  the  great  lord  Chatham,  at 
Hayes  Place.  Some  anecdotes,  con- 
nected with  both  situations,  may  be 
found  in  the  Mirror  for  Oct.  13,  1833. 
For  the  last  sixty- three  years  he  had 
resided  on  Hayes  Common,  of  which 
parish  he  was  a  native. 

23.  At  Newcastle,  in  the  82d  year 
of  his  age,  gen.  Terrott,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery.  He  served  his  country 
faithfully  for  nearly  fifty  years  in 
Europe,  Asia,  and  America.' 

—  At  Bath,  aged  75,  Philip  Barneby, 
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esq.,  formerly  receiver- generalfor  the  seventh  child.    He  married,  secondliTy 

county  of  llereford,  and  late  of  the  in  1633,  Louisa,  daughter  of  air  W.  C. 

College  Precincts,  Worcester.  Boughton  Rous,  bart.,  widow  of  St. 

—  At  her  house,  in  Queen's- square,  Anclrew,  thirteenth  lord  St.  John,  and 
Bath,  aged  81,  Mary  Klizabetli,  relict  mother  of  the  present  lord. 

of  the  late  rev.  Martin  Stafford  Smith,  26.    At  his  seat,    Charlton    Park, 

vector  of  Fladbury,  Worcestershire.  Cvlouccstcrshire,  in  his  67th  year,  sir 

24.  At  Warwick,   aged  73,   Mary  William  Russell,  hart.,  M.D.  F.11.S., 
Ann,  relict  of  IVIichael  Corbett,  esq'.,  late  of  York-street,  Portman-square. 
of  Adniington  House,  Warwick.  —  At  Richmond  Hill,  aged  7^  the 

—  At  Stanford  Court,  Worcester-  right  hon.  Bichanl  Edgcumbe,  second 
shire,  aged  66,  sir  Thomas  Kdward  earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe  (1789),  vis- 
Winnington,  the  third  baronet  of  that  count  JVIount-Edgcumbe  and  Valletort 
place  ( I7r)5).  (1781),  and  third  baron  Edgcumbe,  of 

25.  Suddenly,  at  his  villa,  near  Wat-  Mount-Edgcurobc,  county  of  Devon 
ford,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age,  the  (1742) ;  a  privy  councillor,  lOrd-lieut., 
right  hon.  sir  John  Vaughan,  knt.,  one  vice-admiral,  and  custos  rotulorum  of 
or  the  judges  of  the  court  of  Common  the  county  of  Cornwall,  &c.  &c.  His 
Pleas,  and  a  privy  councillor,  D.C.L-,  lordship  was  the  only  child  of  Georae, 
&c.  &c.  Sir  John  Vaughan  was  one  the  first  earl  Mount-Edgcumbe,  by 
of  the  sons  of  the  late  Dr,  Vaughan  of  Emma,  only  child  of  the  moat  rev. 
Leicester,  an  eminent  physician  there,  Dr.  John  Gilbert,  archbishop  of  Vork. 
and  brother  of  sir  Henry  Aalford ,  hart..  As  viscount  Valletort,  he  was  retumeil 
president  (»f  the  Royal  coll^jre  of  Phy-  to  parliamen  t  for  the  borough  of  Fowey, 
sicians ;  of  the  late  very  rev.  Dr.  Peter  in  1786,  which  he  continued  to  repre- 
Vaughan,  dean  of  Chester,  and  warden  sent  until  his  accession  to  the  peerage, 
of  Merton  college,  Oxford ;  of  sir  in  1795.  His  lordship  usualljjr  voted 
Charles  Vaughan,  many  years  minister  with  the  tories,  and  in  opposition  to 
from  this  country  to  the  United  States  the  reform  of  parliament.  The  earl 
of  America,  a  privy  councillor  ;  and  of  married,  in  1769,  lady  Sophia  Hobart, 
the  late  rev.  Edward  Vaughan,  vicar  thir<l  daughter  of  John,  second  earl  of 
of  St.  Martinis,  Leicester,  author  of  Buckinghamshire,  by  whom  he  had 
several  valuable  jmblications  on  reli-  several  children. 

gious  subjects.  Sir  J.  Vaughan  was  27.  At  Witton  Gilbert,  near  Dur- 
educated  at  Rugby  school,  and  at  ham,  aged  67,  the  rev.  Rlehard 
Queen's  college,  Oxford.  He  was  Richanlson,  D.D.,  chancellor  of  St. 
called  to  the  bar  at  Lincoln's-inn,  PauPs  Cathedral,  precentor  of  St. 
1791 ;  and  soon  distinguished  himself  David's,  rector  of  Brancepetb,  Dur- 
on the  Midland  circuit.  He  was  made  ham,  and  for  fifty-nine years  perpetual 
recorder  of  lieicester,  1 798  ;  and  en-  curate  of  Witton  Gilbert. 
tered  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  as  a  28.  At  Stoke  Newington,  William 
Serjeant,  1799.  He  became  a  leader  Beetham,  es(|.,  F.R.S.,  a  magistrate 
there  at  the  time  of  the  highest  fame  and  deputy-lieutenant  of  Miadlesex. 
ofserjeantsShepperd,  Best,  and  Lens;  —  At  Chalons  sur  Saone,  on  his 
retained  his  lead  with  Serjeants  Copley  wav  to  Nice,  sir  Jamea  FitzGerald, 
and  Wilde ;  and  maintained  his  ]josi-  of  \Volseley  Hall,  county  of  Stafford, 
tion  until  he  was  advanced  to  the  ond  Castle  Ishen,  county  of  Coric,  the 
bench.  In  IS16,  he  was  appointed  seventh  baronet  (1644). 
solicitor- general  to  queen  Charlotte;  30.  At  Tripoli,  in  hia  32d  year, 
shortly  atler,  a  king's  serjeant,  and  Charles  Thornhill  Warrington,  esq., 
subsequently,  in  the  same  year,  the  late  of  11th  Dragoons,  third  aon  oi 
queen's  attoVney-general.  In  1827,  he  Hanmer  Warrington,  esq.,  her  ma- 
was  made  a  baron  of  the  exchequer;  iesty's  agent  and  conaul general  at 
and  in  18.34,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Tripoli. 

Common  Pleas,  and  a  [)rivy  councillor.  30.  At  Broomhead  Hall,  near  Shef- 

Mr.  Justice  Vaughan  married,  first,  in  field,  aged  52,  Jamea  Rimington,  esq , 

1803,  the  hon.  Augusta  St.  .John,  se-  M.A.,    barrister-at-law,    one   of  her 

cond  daugliter  of  licnrv,  twelilh  lord  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  and 

St.  John  of  Bletsoe.    She  died  in  1813,  a  deputy-fieut.  for  the  West  Riding 

a  few  days  alter  giving  birth  to  her  of  Yorkshire. 
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—  At  Leaminsion,  in  her  36th 
year,  the  hon.  Chanotte,  wife  of  Gibbs 
Crawfurd  Antrobus,  esq.,  of  Eaton 
Hall,  Cheshire,  sister  to  lord  Crofton. 
She  was  the  second  daughter  of  the 
hon.  sir  Edward  CroHon,  bart.,   by 


—  At  Brighton,  aged  68>  Robert 
George  Clarke,  esq.,  of  Parliament- 
street,  Westminster,  printer  of  the 
Royal  Gazette,  and  formerly  editor 
of  the  Sun  newspaper  (up  to  the  year 
1811);   a  man  of  intelligence,  judg* 


lady  Charlotte  Stewart,  sixth  dau.  of    ment,  and  integrity. 


John,  seventh  earl  of  Galloway ;  was 
married  in  1833,  and  raised  to  tne  rank 
of  a  baron's  daughter,  with  her  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  m  July  1837. 

Lately,  At  Warborough,  Oxford- 
shire, aged  79,  Mrs.  Mary  White, 
late  of  selbome,  Hants,  niece  of  the 
late  rev.  Gilbert  White. 

—  At  Mile  End,  aged  74,  Peter 
Bacon,  esq.,  a  gentleman  who  had  ac- 
quired a  large  fortune  from  theStockEx- 
change,  part  of  which  he  has  munifi' 
cent^  bestowed  in  the  promotion  of 
education,  by  bequeathing  10,000/. 
East  India  sto<?k,  (of  the  present  value 
of  25,000/.)  to  University  college,  Lon- 
don, after  the  death  of  his  widow. 


OCTOBER. 

1.  In  Camden  Town,  aged  42,  Mr. 
.Joseph  Goodyear,  historical  engraver. 
He  was  a  native  of  Birmingham  ;  and, 
for  some  years  previously  to  his  re- 
moval to  the  metropolis,  employed  in 
the  engraving  -  room  of  Mr.  Josiah 
Allen,  in  that  place.  His  professional 
talents  are  generally  known.  His  last 
great  work  was  the  magnificent  plate 
of  •♦  The  Greek  Fugitives,"  in  Fin- 
den's  **  Royal  Gallery  of  British  Art,*' 
lately  published;  the  intense  labour 
attendant  upon  which  materially  hast- 
ened his  dissolution. 

3.  At  his  house,  at  Worthing,  aged 
73,  Mr.'Harry  Phillips,  of  New  Bond- 
street,  and  of*  Brandenburgh  cottage. 
Hammersmith,  the  well-known  auc- 
tioneer. 

4.  At  Rise,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Bethell,  esq.,  M.P.  for  the  East 
Riding. 

—  At  Clapham,  aged  81,  George 
Scholey,  esq.,  of  Ciapham  Common 
and  Hutton  Hall,  Essex,  for  thirty- 
four  years  an  alderman  of  London  for 
the  ward  of  Dowgate. 

5.  Aged  83,  the  rev.  Richard  Con- 
stable, prebendary  of  Chichester,  vicar 
of  Cowfbld  and  Hailsham^  Sussex, 


—  At  Milford  House,  on  her  four- 
teenth birth-day,  Henrietta  Catherine 
Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  Joseph 
Chamberlayne  Chamberlayne,  eso.,  of 
Maugersbury  House,  Gloucestersnire. 

—  in  Bemers-street,  aged  82,  Ann 
Agnes,  widow  of  John  Jarvis,  esq.,  of 
Darlaston  Hall,  Hale,  Stall'ordshire. 

—  At  his  seat,  Stanley  Hall,  near 
Bridgnorth,  county  of  Salpp,  aged  46, 
sir  Tnomas  John  Tyrwhilt  Jones,  the 
second  baronet  (1806). 

6.  At  the  Tower,  aged  52,  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  S.  Thomas,  esq.,  of  the  ord- 
nance department. 

—  At  St.  I^onard's,  near  Windsor, 
aged  18,  Harry  Charles  Lunbton,  third 
son  of  colonel  the  hon.  Henry  F.  C. 
Cavendish. 

7.  At  Naples,  aged  66.  the  right 
hon.  John  Thomas  Bamewall,  fifteenth 
baron  Trimlestown,  county  of  Meatfa 
(1461);  M.RJ  A. 

—  Mr.  Thomas  Yeates,  author  of 
the  Hebrew  and  Syriac  grammars,  &c. 
&c.  This  learned  and  laborious  person 
was  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Yeates,  who 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  turner,  on 
Snow-hill,  and  was  born  in  1768.  From 
a  very  early  period  he  showed  a  re- 
markable &ndness  for  learning,  whidi 
being  perceived  by  his  father,  he  was 
suffered  to  pursue  his  own  course  of 
study.  After  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  Latin  lanffuage,  he  com- 
menced  the  study  of  the  Hebrew,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  days  and  nights. 
But  politics  appear  at  this  time  to  have 
shared  his  attention,  and  in  1789,  we 
find  him  secretary  to  the  Society  for 
promoting  Constitutional  Information ; 
and  in  lord  Teignmouth's  Life  of  sir 
Wm.  Jones,  may  be  seen  two  letters 
from  Mr.  Jones  to  Mr.  Yeates  on  the 
election  of  the  former  for  a  member  of 
that  society.  Latterly  he  took  no  part 
in  politics,  perhaps  disgusted,  like  man  v 
others, with  the  enormities  of  theFrencn 
revolution.  In  1800,  or  thereabouts, 
ho  resolved  to  undertake  a  new  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament  in  the 
genuine  Biblical  Hebrew ;  and  for- 
warded specimens  to  several  learned 
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persons  at  home   and  abroad.     Dr. 
white  being  about  that  time  chosen 
to  the  reffius  professorship  of  Hebrew 
at  Oxforu,  invited  him  there,  and  pro- 
cured him  a  clerkship  at  All  Souls' 
college.     In  1804,    Mr.  Yeates  had 
completed  the  four  Gospels,  and  was 
preparing  for  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  New  Testament ;  but  his  means 
and  resources  were  very  inadequate, 
and    other    engagements  would   not 
suffer  him  to  proceed  wholly  with  it. 
He  nevertheless  kept  his  object  full  in 
view.    On  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Claudius 
Buchanan  from  India,  he  was  recom- 
mended to  that   gentleman    by  Dr. 
White,  as  a  fit  person  to  examine  his 
collection  of  MSS.,  some  of  which  he 
collated,   and  others  he  transcribed. 
From  these  labours,  which  extended 
to  the  iEthiopic  and  Svriac  languages, 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Syrian  churches  in  the  East  had  the 
same  Scriptures  as  we  have,  and  that 
the  '^substantial  and  common  agree- 
ment of  their  sacred  Scriptures  with 
ours,  ought  to  argue  most  convincingly 
the  pure  conservation  of  the  divine 
volume."    Mr.  Yeates  for  some  time 
lent    his    assistance    to    the   London 
Society    for    promoting    Christianity 
amongst  the  Jews.    He  translated  a 
large  Hebrew  catechism  into  English 
for  the  use  of  English  Jews,  and  some 
tracts  commendatory  of  Christianity. 
After  his  connection  with  the  society 
had  ceased,  the  edition  of  the  New 
Testament  on  a  larger  scale  having 
been   taken  up  by  the  British    and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  Dr.  Buchanan 
took  upon  himself  the  office  of  editor, 
and  engaged  Mr.  Yeates  to  superintend 
the  press,  which  he  continued  to  do 
until   the  demise  of  his  friend  and 
patron.    He  also  occasionally  employ- 
ed himself  in  abridging  Schaaf*s  S^'riac 
L*exicon,  and  other  learned  projects. 
After  the  death  of  Dr.  Buchanan,  Dr. 
Burgess,  bishop  of  St    David*s,    ob- 
tain^ for  Mr. Yeates  the  temporary  se- 
cretaryship of  theRoyal  Society  of  Lite- 
rature ;  and  in  1 8*23,  the  same  worthy 
prelate  introduced  him  to  the  trustees 
of  the  British  Museum,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  his  death  as  assistant  in  the 
printed  book  department.    It  is  pain- 
ful to  add,  that   his  last  days  were 
embittered    b^'    i)ecuniary     distress, 
arising  ^om  his  inability  to  discharge 
"a  booKseUer*s  bill  for  the  printing  of 
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some  astronomical  tables.  The  fbU 
lowing  is  a  list  of  Mr.  Yeates'a  prin. 
cipal  works :  A  Navigation  Chart  (date 
not  known) ;  Collation  of  an  Indian 
Copy  of  the  PenUteucb,  1812.  4to. ; 
Indui  Church  History,  8va  liondan, 
1818;  Hebrew  Grammar,  1818,  (and 
numerous  subsequent  editions),  royal 
8vo. ;  Syriac  Giammar,  1819.  8vo. ; 
Remarks  on  Bible  Chronolqgj,  8vo. 
London,  1830;  Observations  on  the 
Expatriation  of  the  Jews,  and  the 
probable  event  of  their  restoration  to 
that  country,  with  some  remarks  on 
the  Shekel,  ISmo.  London ;  A  Diner- 
tation  on  the  Antiquity,  Origin,  and 
Design  of  the  Pyramids,  18&  4to. ; 
Remarks  on  the  History  of  Ancient 
Egypt.  8vo.  1835. 

—  At  Pitferran,  county  of  Fife, 
aged  T4,  sir  Peter  Halketjt,  a  baronet 
of  Nova  Scotia  (1697),  admiral  of  the 
Blue. 

—  At  Ashby-de-la-Zouche,  the 
right  hon.  Anne,  dowager  viscountess 
Tamworth,  widow  of  ViriUiam,  late 
lord  Tamworth,  the  only  son  of  Wash- 
ington, present  earl  Ferrers.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Weston,  esq. 

8.  At  his  seat,  Belmont,  near  Here- 
ford, aged  92,  the  rev.  Richard  Prosser, 
D.D.,  a  prebendary  of  Hereford,  wad 
late  archdeacon  of  Durham. 

10.  In  Park-square,  the  tiofat  hon. 
Conielia-Jacoba,  dowager  laSj  Rad- 
stock,  widow  of  the  late  admiral  lad 
Radstock. 

—  At  Kumaul,  aged  88,  Henry 
Brougham,  esq.,  4th  Cavalry,  nephew 
to  lord  Brougham. 

11.  At  Mount  Vernon,  near  Doug- 
las, Isle  of  Man,  Helen  Wemysi 
Watson,  relict  of  Alexander  Watson, 
M.  D.,  and  only  sister  of  miyor-gen. 
sir  John  Sinclair,  hart. 

1 3.  Mr.  William  Kinnaird,  architect, 
district  surveyor  of  St.  Geom's, 
Bloomsbury,  and  St.  Giles's;  ^tor 
of  the  new  edition  of  Stewart^s  AtheiM, 
&c. 

13.  At  Tilgate,  aged  S7,  Mamfet- 
EUen,  widow  of  GilbertEast  Jolliffe. 
esq.,  and  only  surviving  daughter  of 
the  late  sir  hAwRrd  Banks,  Kiiigfat. 

15.  In  her  38th  year,  the  most  hon. 
Frances-Mary  marchioness  of  Salis- 
bury. Her  ladyship  was  the  only 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Bambcr  Gas- 
cuigne,  esq.,  and  was  married  to  the 
marquess  of  Salisbury  on  the  2d  of 
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February,  1821,    when  his   lordship 
assumed  the  name  of  Gascoigne  Cecil 
by  sign  manual. 

15.  At  Southampton,  aged  70,  sir 
Samuel  Warren,  rear-admiral  of  the 
White,  knight,  C.  B.  and  K.  C.  H. 

16.  At  his  house  in  Portland-place, 
aged  75,  major-general  sir  William 
Blackbume,  of  the  East  India  Com- 
|iany*s  Madras  establishment. 

—  Suddenly  at  Paris,  Margaret 
Penelope,  wife  of  sir  Hugh-Hume 
Campbell,  of  Marchmont,  bart.^  M.  P. 
for  the  county  of  Berwick. 

16.  In  Portland-place,  aged  67,  the 
hon.  Charlotte  Gosling,  relict  of  Wil- 
liam Gosling,  esq.,  sister  of  lord  Wal- 
singham.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  the  second  lord,  by  the  hon. 
Augusta-Georgiana- Elizabeth  Irby, 
only  daughter  of  William  first  lord 
Boston. 

—  At  Great  Baddow,  Essex,  aged 
70,  sir  Nicholas  Trant,  K.T.S.,  for. 
merly  a  major-general  in  the  Portu- 
guese service.  His  name  frequently 
occurs  in  the  despatches  and  memoirs 
of  the  Peninsular  war. 

—  At  the  house  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Forbes,  Greenwich,  aged  46,  captain 
George  Silvester  MauTe,  R.  A. 

17.  At  Hedsor,  aged  21,  the  hon. 
William  Drake  Irby,  second  son  of 
lord  Boston,  captain  in  the  1st  Dragoon 
Guards. 

18.  At  his  residence,  Hull-place,  St. 
.John's- wood,  Paddington,  aged  68,  the 
right  hon.  George  King,  third  earl 
or  Kingston,  county  or  Roscommon 
(1765),  viscount  Kingston  of  Kings- 
borough,  county  of  Sligo  (1766),  and 
baron  Kingston  of  Rockingham,  county 
of  Roscommon  (1764)  all  titles  in  the 
peerage  of  Ireland  ;  baron  Kingston  of 
Mitchelstown,  county  of  Cork  (1821), 
in  the  peerage  of  the  United  King- 
dom; and  a  baronet  of  Ireland  (1682) ; 
a  representative  jieer  of  Ireland,  and  a 
commissioner  of  the  Irish  fisheries. 

20.  At  the  Doune  of  Rothiemur- 
chus,  Perthshire,  aged  73,  the  most 
noble  John  Russell,  sixth  duke  of 
Bedford  and  marquess  of  Tavistock 
(1694),  tenth  earl  of  Bedford  (1550), 
and  baron  Russell  of  Cheneys,  county 
of  Bucks  (1 539),  eighth  baron  Russell 
of  Thomhaugh,  county  of  Northamp- 
ton (1603),  and  fiilh  baron  Howland 
of  Streatham,  county  of  Surrey  (1695) ; 
K.G.;   a  privy  councillor:  LL.  D., 
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F.  S.  A.,  F.  L.  S.,  &c.  &c.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  Francis  marquess  of. 
Tavistock,  by  lady  Elizabeth  Keppel, 
fifth  daughter  of  William- Anne  second 
earl  of  Albemarle.  He  was  first  re^. 
turned  to  parliament,  for  Tavistock, 
in  1788,  and  continued  to  sit  for  that 
borough  until  his  accession  to  the 
peerage.  On  the  death  of  his  brother 
Francis  he  succeeded  to  the  title. 
During  the  Whig  administration  of 
1806-7,  his  grace  was  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland;  but  that  was  the  only, 
period  of  his  sustaining  public  office. 
At  Woburn  was  the  largest  portion  of 
each  year  spent  up  to  his  death,  and  it  is 
principally  as  a  country  nobleman  and 
landlord  that  his  character  is  to  be  ad- 
mired. In  politics  he  was  a  consistent 
"  Old  Whig,"  and  it  was  never  atn 
tempted  to  be  denied  that  his  conduct 
was  conscientious  and  disinterested. 
Agriculture  materially  engaged  the 
first  twelve  years  of  his  dukedom. 
To  his  grace's  patriotism  the  Quarterly 
Review,  in  the  number  for  Oct.  1839, 
bears  the  following  testimony^  in  a 
review  of  the  life  of  Telford:—**  One 
of  the  greatest  and  most  usefiil  works 
in  which  Mr.  Telford  was  engaged  was 
the  drainage  of  the  great  fen  districts, 
and  especially  of  the  Bedford  Level ; 
and  the  execution  of  the  Nene  Out&ll 
was  carried  on  through  the  entire 
patronage  of  the  present  duke  of  Bed- 
ibrd,^a  nobleman  whose  liberality 
and  patriotism  will  be  long  remem- 
berea  by  his  country — under  Mr. 
Rennie,  Mr.  Telford,  and  the  present 
sir  John  Rennie."  About  the  year 
1816  the  duke  visited  Italy,  &c.,  for 
two  years,  and  formed  that  splendid 
collection  of  statuary  and  ancient  relics 
which  fill  the  Sculpture  Gallery  of 
Woburn  Abbey.  His  grace's  pa- 
tronage of  British  painters  and  other 
artists  is  well  known.  In  the  year 
1830,  the  duke  rebuilt,  in  a  very 
handsome  and  permanent  manner, 
Covent-garden  Mlarket  (which  belongs 
to  the  Russell  family),  at  an  expense 
of  40,000/,  In  the  same  year  he  re- 
built, nearly  from  the  foundation,  the 
tower  of  Woburn  church,  which  had 
fallen  into  decay.  The  chancel  was 
alsG  decorated,  and  a  painted  window 
inserted  at  the  east  end.  The  whole 
at  an  expense  of  4,000/.  The  duke  of 
Bedford  was  twice  married :  first,  on 
the  21st  March  1786,  to  the  hon. 
2B 
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Georgiana- Elizabeth  Bynff,  second 
daughter  of  George  fourth  viscount 
Torrington,  who  aied  in  1801 ;  se- 
condly, in  1803,  to  lady  Georgiana 
Gordon,  fifth  daughter  of  Alexander 
fourth  duke  of  Gordon,  who  survives. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  issue  three 
sons;  and  by  the  duchess  Georgiana 
]iis  grace  had  seven  sons  and  three 
dauglitcrs. 

20.  At  the  manse  of  Erskine,  aged 
65,  the  hon.  Margaret  Stewart,  widow 
of  the  rev.  Andrew  Stewart,  minister 
of  Erskine,  aunt  to  lord  Blantyre. 
8he  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander, 
tenth  lord. 

21.  At  Inverary  castle,  Argyllshire, 
in  his  72d  year,  the  most  noble  George 
William  Cam))bell,  sixth  duke  of 
Argyll,  marquess  of  Lorn  and  Kintyre, 
ean  of  Campbell  and  Cowal,  viscount 
of  liochow  and  Glenilla,  and  baron  of 
Ijom,  Inverary,  Mull,  Morven,  and 
Tiry,  in  the  peerage  of  Scotland  (1701) ; 
thirteenth  earl  or  Argyll  (1457);  lord 
of  Lorn  (1470),  and  lord  Campbell 
fl445);  also  baron  Sundridffe,  of 
Combe  Bank  in  Kent  (1766),  and 
baron  Hamilton,  of  Hameldon,  county 
of  Leicester  (1776),  in  the  peerage  of 
Great  Britain;  u  privy  councillor, 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  Scotland, 
heritable  master  of  the  royal  house- 
hold in  that  kingdom,  and  one  of  the 
keepers  of  its  crown  and  regalia, 
keeper  of  Dunstaffhage  and  Carrick ; 
lord  lieutenant,  vice  admiral  of  the 
coast,  and  hereditarv  sheriff  of  Argyll- 
shire ;  lord  Steward  of  her  majesty's 
household,  and  an  official  Trustee  of 
the  British  Museum.  His  grace  was 
the  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of 
John  the  fifth  duke,  by  Euzabeth 
duchess  dowager  of  Hamilton,  widow 
of  James  sixth  duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
second  daughter  of  John  Gunning,  esq. 
In  1790  he  was  returned  to  parliament 
as  a  member  for  St.  German's  in  Corn- 
wall i  but  he  did  not  again  sit  in  the 
house  of  commons  after  the  dissolution 
of  that  parliament  in  1796.  On  the 
death  of  his  uterine  brother  Douglas 
duke  of  Hamilton,  Aug.  1799,  he  oe- 
came  a  peer  of  the  realm  as  baron 
Hamilton  of  Hameldon  (which  dignity 
had  been  conferred  on  their  mother) ; 
and  he  succeeded  to  the  ancestral  dig- 
nities of  the  Campbells,  on  the  deafli 
of  his    father,    May   1806.     In    the 
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grace  was  liberal  and  lieneficent. 
From  an  early  period  of  life  he  sided 
with  the  whig  party  in  politics.  He 
voted  in  favour  of  the  reform  of  parlia- 
ment bill,  on  the  deciaiTe  division,  the 
14th  April  1833.  He  succeeded  the 
marquess  of  Wellesley  as  lord  steward 
of  the  household  in  ]833r  and  was 
sworn  a  privy  councillor;  andheagun 
came  into  onice  on  the  restoration  of 
the  present  ministry  in  April  1835. 
His  grace  married,  INov.  99,  i810»  lady 
Caroline  Elizabeth  ViUlers,  daughter 
of  George  fourth  earl  of  Jenej,  whose 
former  marriage  with  the  marq^uess  of 
Anglesey  had  been  dissolved  oy  the 
Scotch  courts.  The  duchess  died  with- 
out issue  by  the  duke  of  Argyll,  in  the 
year  1835.  The  dignities  oftheftmily 
have  devolved  on  the  late  duke's  only 
brother,  lord  John  CamphelL 

23.  At  Atterclifte  Farsonaoe,  Sophia, 
wife  of  the  rev.  John  filackbum, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Charles 
jlivington,  esq.,  of  Waterloo-plaoe. 

94.  In  Suffblk-stieet*  aged  61, 
colonel  Francis  Maule,  K.  H.  late  ci 
the  89th  Infantry,  brother  to  captain 
George  S.  Maule,  whose  death  is  re- 
cord^ above. 

24.  At  Southall-park,  Middleaex,  at 
an  advanced  age,  sir  l^Hliam  Charles 
Ellis,  ISf.  D.,  kte  governor  of  the 
Hanwell  Lunatic  Asylum. 

26.  At  his  residence  in  Ezeter>afled 
74,  rear-admiral  Francis  Godolpoin 
Bond. 

27.  At  Haslar,  in  his  12th  year 
Cecil«  seventh  son  of  air  Edward  Chet- 
ham,  K.  C.  H. 

Lately.  At  Behdr,  EUjsaheth,  the 
relict  ofsirW.EKord,  hart.  She  was 
the  daughter  and  cohdr  of  Humphrey 
Hall,  of  IMDanadon,  county  oflJevoOv 
esq.,  by  the  hon.  ElizabeOi  St.  JohOf 
daughter  of  John  10th  lord  St.  John; 
was  married  first  to  colonel  Wabnmd, 
and  became  in  1821  the  second  wUb  of 
sir  Wm.  Elfbrd,  who  died  in  18S7. 

27.  At  Westerfield  Hall«  Suflblk,  in 
his  91st  year,  the  rev.  'William  Be* 
tham,  rector  of  Stoke  Lacy,  Hertftrd- 
shire.  Mr.  Betham  was  deaoendsd 
iVom  an  antient  fiunily  xesldiiiff  at 
Little  Strictland  in  the  parish  of  Iier- 
land,  Westmoreland.  He  was  a  man 
of  vigorous  mind,  and  of  considenble 
acquirements  and  learning.  He  was 
educated  at  the  puUic  school  at  Bamp- 
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1773,  and  in  early  life  was  chaplain  to 
the  duke  of  Ancaster.  He  compiled 
and  published  in  1795  a  folio  volume 
of  the  Pedigrees  of  the  Sovereigns  of 
the  World,  which  was  dedicated  by 
permission  to  king  George  the  third. 
He  afterwards  published  the  baronet- 
age of  England,  in  five  volumes  quarto. 
He  also  made  very  considerable  col- 
lections with  a  view  to  a  History  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk ;  his  advanced 
age,  however,  prevented  the  comple« 
tion  of  that  work.  He  was  in  1784 
elected  master  of  the  endowed  school 
at  Stouham  Aspall,  in  Suffolk,  which 
he  held  till  he  was  presented  in  18^ 
to  the  rectory  of  Stoke  Lacy,  in  the 
diocese  of  Hereford,  when  he  re- 
signed it.    Mr.  Betham  married,  in 

1774,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Da- 
mant,  of  Eye,  in  Suffolk,  esq.,  by  whom 
he  had  nine  sons  and  six  daughters. 
His  eldest  son  is  the  present  sir  Wil- 
liam Bethanu  Ulster  ring  of  arms  of 
all  Ireland. 

'  31,  At  his  seat,  Macknay,  near  Bal- 
linasloe,  aged  66,  the  hon.  and  rev. 
Charles  le  Poer  Trench,  D.  D.,  arch- 
deacon of  Ardagh.  He  was  the  fourth 
son  of  William -Power-Keatinge  first 
earl  of  Clancarty,  by  Anne,  eldest 
dau.  of  the  right  hon.  Charles  Gar- 
diner, and  sister  to  Luke  1st  viscount 
Mountjoy .  He  died  of  typhus  fever» 
caught  while  attending  at  the  sick 
bed  of  one  of  his  poor  parishioners. 

—  At  Genoa,  Harriet  Anne,  widow 
of  major-general  Horace  Churchill. 

Lately*  At  Melun,  France,  Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  sir  C.  B.  Blunt,  of 
Kingmer,  Sussex,  K.M.T.,  sister  to 
sir  C.  R.  Blunt,  hart. 

—  At  the  palace,  Armagh,  aged  57, 
the  right  hon.  lord  George  Thomas 
Beresrord,  a  privy  counculor,  custos 
rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Waterford, 
a  lieut-general  in  the  army,  colonel  of 
the  3rd  Dragoons,  G.  C.  H.,  &c., 
brother  to  the  lord  archbishop  of 
Armagh,  and  uncle  to  the  marquess  of 
Waterford. 

—  At  Great  Cumberland-street, 
Marriann-Barbarina,  wife  of  Thomas 
Carvick,  esq.,  of  Wyke,  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  and  Highwood-hill,  Mid- 
dlesex. 

—  At  Sharstead  House,  Mary, 
relict  of  Alured  Pincke,  esq.,  in  the 
100th  year  of  her  age,  yet  in  the  pos- 
^ssion  of  her  faculties. 


—  At  Bedmin8ter,aged6l,  Simeon 
Warner  Millard,  esq.,  a  gentleman  of 
hi^  attainment  in  various  branches  of 
natural  philosophy,  particularly  ento- 
mology, conchology,  and  mineralogy  • 
his  cabinet  of  insects  was  said  to  be  equal 
to  any  private  collection  in  Enf^d. 
Mr.  Millard  lent  much  assistance  lu 
the  present  admirable  arrangement  of 
the  Ashmolean  Museum  at  Oxford. 

*.  In  his  90th  year,  John  Meheux, 
esq.,  of  Hans-place,  formerlv  ^manr 
y  ears  secretary  to  the  Board  of\l!ontro!« 

—  At  Croydon^  at  an  advanced  affe, 
Isaac  Craig,'  esq.,  first  cousin  of  the 
celebrated  circumnavigator,  Captain 
Cook. 

—  At  liouteaux,  France,  the  mar- 
chioness de  Chabannesy  sister  of  the 
late  lady  Radstock  and  Mrs.  Morien 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  At  Islington,  aged  85,  Mr.  Wll^ 
liam  Griffin,  rormerly  of  Watfitrd,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  last  survivor  of  those 
who  accompanied  Captain  Cook  in  his 
third  or  last  voyage  of  discovery. 

9.  At  Freshford,  near  Bath,  in  his 
84th  year,  sir  Henry  TroUope,  admiral 
of  the  Red,  and  G.C.B.  Sir  Henry 
Trollope  was  the  second  cousin  of  the 
late  sir  John  Trollope,  of  Casewick* 
county  Lincoln,  hart.,  being  a  son  of 
John  Trollope,  esq.  fgrand^n  of  the 
third  baronet)  by  Anne  Guy  on.  He 
entered  the  Royal  Navy  in  1770,  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Lexington 
and  BunkerVhill,  at  the  siege  of  Bos- 
ton, the  taking  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
attack  of  Forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  and  afterwards  ofPhilaaelphia 
and  Mud  Island.  On  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  with  Holland,  lieut. 
Trollope  distinguished  himself  by  his 
activity,  and  obtained  the  rank  of  com- 
mander. In  1781  he  accompanied 
vice-admiral  Darby's  squadron  to  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar,  and  on  the  4th 
June  following  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  post  captain.  In  1796,  while 
commanding  tne  Glatton  of  56  guns« 
and  cruising  off  JHelvoetsluys,  he  un- 
expectedly fell  into  the  midst  of  a 
French  squadron,  which  was  at  first 
mistaken  for  British.  It  was  found  to 
consist  of  three  large  frigates,  two 
smaller,  and  a  cutter ;  besides  another 
frigate  and  a  large  brig,  about  to  join 
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them  to  leeward.  Nothing  daunted  at 
so  formidable  a  force,  captain  Troliope 
selected  the  largest  vessel  for  attacic, 
and  was  shortly  after  engaged  with 
one  on  each  side,  into  both  of  which 
the  Glatton  opened  her  fire  with  tre- 
mendous^ effect,  and  finally  put  the 
whole  to  flight.  The  merchants  of 
Ijondon  presented  captain  Troliope 
with  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of 
100  guineas,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  which  they  entertained  of  his 
conduct ;  and  it  was  understood  that 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  afterwards 
conferred  by  the  king,  was  intended  to 
have  reference  especially  to  this 
achievement.  A  picture  of  the  en- 
gagement, painted  by  H.  Singleton, 
was  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy 
in  1804.  In  the  summer  of  1797  cap- 
tain Trolloj)e  removed  into  the  Rus- 
sell 74 ;  and  in  October  following  he 
was  left  witli  a  small  squadron  to 
watch  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel, 
during  the  absence  of  admiral  Duncan. 
By  the  vigilance  of  captain  Troliope, 
admiral  Duncan  was  immediately  ap- 
prised of  the  enemy's  sailing.  The 
result  of  this  meeting  was  the  glorious 
victory  of  Camperdown.  On  the  30th 
of  the  same  month,  the  king,  being 
anxious  to  visit  his  victorious  fleet, 
embarked  at  Greenwich  on  board  the 
Royal  Yacht,  commanded  on  this  oc- 
casion by  captain  Troliope,  but,  owing 
to  a  foul  wind,  was  prevented  from 
proceeding  beyond  Gravesend.  Pre- 
viously to  his  landing,  his  majesty 
conferred  on  captain  Troliope  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  saying,  "  I  was 
in  hopes  to  have  knighted  you  on  the 
quarter  deck  of  the  Venerable."  Sir 
Henry  was  one  of  the  oflTicers  who 
walked  in  their  majesty's  procession  to 
St.  Paul's,  on  the  da^  of  thanksgiving, 
1797;  when  his  majesty  particular^ 
introduced  him  to  the  queen,  saying, 
**  This  is  sir  Henry  Troliope ;  and  lord 
Duncan  will  never  forget  that  he  owes 
his  victory  to  sir  Henry's  keeping  so 
good  watch  on  the  Dutch  fleet,  and 
showing  them  to  him  in  the  day  of 
battle.*'  Sir  H.  Troliope  married, 
about  1782,  Miss  Fanny  Bestj  but 
had  no  children.  The  manner  of  his 
death  will  be  found  detailed  in  the 
chronicle  of  events.  He  had  for  the 
last  forty  years  been  subject  to  the 
gout,  whicli  latterly  affected  his  intel- 
lect.   His  nephew,  Mr.  Troliope,  who 
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resided  with  him,  having  unfortunaielY 
one  day  entrusted  him  with  a  pistol, 
the  poor  old  gentleman  i«tired  to  his 
room  and  blew  out  his  brains. 

3.  At  Ijausanne,  where  he  had  re- 
sided upwards  of  40  years,  aged  80, 
George  Hankin,  Esq.,  formerly  of 
Stanstead  Essex. 

6.  In  Wimpole-street,  in  his  57th 
year,  sir  Francis  Hastings  Doyle. 

8.  At  Torquay,  Louisa,  wife  of 
George  HartT)yke,  esq.,  the  second 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  William 
Lemon,  hart.,  of  Carclew,  Cornwall. 

—  At  Cheltenham,  tuied  59,  John 
Bather,  esq.,  recorder  ofShrewsbury. 

9.  In  London,  Lawrence  Revnolds, 
esq.,  of  Paxton  Hall,  near  St.  i^eot's, 
for  several  years  chairman  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  and  an  active  magistrate  of 
the  county. 

—  At  Cork,  Mr.  Thomas  Holt,  a 
getleman  of  well-known  literary  cele- 
brity, whose  labours  as  a  teacher 
have  contributed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  many. 

'  9.  In  his  73d  year,  the  rev.  Geoi^ 
Turner,  B.  A.,  rector  of  KettlebuTg 
and  Monewden,  in  Suffolk. 

9.  Aged  75,  sir  Francis  Gordon,  of 
Ijismore,  Aberdeenshire,  bart.,of  Nova 
Scotia  (1625). 

10.  At  Three  Rivers,  i^ed  80, 
Helen  Macdonell,  widow  oi  James 
Makenzie,  esq.,  a  native  of  Invemera- 
shire,  and  daughter  of  Allan  Macdon- 
nell,  of  Lundie,  esq.,  who  emigrated 
to  North  America  (toe  Mdiawk),  with 
many  others  of  his  clan,  1773,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Glengarry, 
in  Unper  Canada.  He  was  out  with 
his  cniet^  Glengarry,  to  whom  he  was 
related,  in  1745,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  CuUoden;  but  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  American  war,  he 
joined  the  royal  forces,  as  lieutenant 
in  the  84th  Loyalists,  and  also  held 
an  appointment  in  the  commissariat, 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  ended 
his  days  in  Three  Rivers  in  1822,  at 
an  advanced  age. 

11.  Aged  67,  William  Gordon,  esq., 
of  Aberdour. 

—  At  Awliscombe,  the  residence  of 
captain  C.  C.  Bailey,  aged  80,  Charles 
Hand  Courant,  esq.,  a  |^ntleman  of 
high  worth  and  accomplishments,  and 
a  descendant  of  counsellor  Hand. 

12.  At  Bagborough,  Sandford,  aged 
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ii,  Mr.  G.  FieM,  inventor  <it'  the 
Saii<lli>rd  Jiluugh,  and  brotlicr  to  Mr. 
Daniel  Field,  tlie  celebrated  pluugli- 


ecuUve  cuuncil.  and  tur  man  v  years  its 
preaiilent,  speaker  of  the  legialativs 
GuuQcil,  and  lale  chief  justice  of  the 
province. 

13.  At  Carmarthen,  aged  76,  Daniel 
Lloyd,  escj.,  of  Laques,  Carni»rthen- 
shire,  fomierlj-  an  eminetit  aulicilor, 
and  one  of  the  six  clerks  in  i;liBDccry. 

14.  At  Walsall,  in  his  tH^tb  ^ear, 
Mr.  Cbarirs  Duwnes,  uf  Birtiiinebani, 
for  nearljF  forty  years  master  of  king 
Edward  the  Sixth's  Uraoimar  Scbuol 
in  that  town. 

\S.  At  Handsworth,  Warwickshire. 
aged  S5,  William  Murdodi,  e^q..  the 
person  who  Drat  applied  coal-gas  tu  tlie 
purpose  of  illumination. 

15.  In  Maddox-atreet.  aged  t3, 
William  Urwin  Sima.  esq.,  a  director 
of  tbe  Bant  of  Kngland.    At  an  in- 

reason  could  be  assiened. 

—  Also  by  suicide,  Jainea  Slack, 
esq«  of  St.  Paul's- terrace,  Islington, 
for  nearly  Ibrtv  years  one  of  the  derks 
in  the  Bank  of  Enaland. 

16.  In  theTempTe,agedti<l,Tbumas 
Thompson,  esq.,  barrister-Ht.law,  who 
committed  suicide  at  hia  diumbersin 
Harcourt-buildings.  Since  the  exten- 
sive   fire    in    Faper-buildiiigs,    upun 

'■*■  -^"""ion  he  nearly  lost  his  lite, 
e  or  less  excited.  About 
twelve  months  since  he  auSered  under 
delusion  that  the  benchera  of  the  Inner 
Temple  had  taken  measures  to  dis- 
bar him,  as  he  had  practised  a  deceit 
upon  them,  saying  that  his  father  was 
an  esquire,  whereas  he  was  only  a 
chemist. 

16.  In  AVyndham- street,  Bryan- 
slone-square.  Mr.  John  Lander,  the 
brother  and  companion  uf  Richard 
lender  in  his  Airican  expedition  ot 
1630.  He  was  only  in  his  33d  year, 
and,  ailer  an  illness  of  a  few  d^ys, 
yielded  to  a  complaint  of  the  cheat, 
originally  induced  by  expMiire  lo  the 
climate  of  Africa.  Mr.  Lander  held 
tbe  oflice  of  landing  waiter  in  the 
Custom-house,  conferred  by  lord 
Goderich  as  a  reward  tot  his  entec- 
prise  and  sufferiogst 


IH.  At  Ballyleidy  Jlouae,  Down- 
sbire,  aged  SI,  the  rigbt  bon.  HbDe 
Bbckwood,  Baron  DutJcrin  and  Clane- 
bnye,  of  Ballyleidy  and  Killyleigll, 
county  Down '(19U6),  and  the  Iburth 
baronet  (of  Ireland,  1T63). 

—  At  Chclteiibam,  in  ber  83d  year, 
Mrs.  Maclean,  relict  of  John  Mac- 
lean,  esq.,  anil  eldest  surviving  rlaujf  h  ter 
of  the  late  .lir  Allan  Maclean,  hart. 

—  At  Bath,  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
Mrs.  Ford,  widow  of  John  ¥otil,  esq., 
and  itrandmolher  of  lady  Kardley 
Wilmot. 

19.  At  Woodstock,  in  her  3Iat  year, 
and  four  montha  after  her  marriage, 
from  a  lall  while  hunting.  Henrietta, 
wife  of  Thomas  A.  W.  Parker,  M.  P. 
for  Osfordabire,  and  nephew  to  the 
earl  of  Macclesfield. 

19.  At  Erdingtuii,  Warwickshire, 
aged  TO,  Mr.  Joseph  Allen,  historical 
and  portrait  painter. 

21.  At  Orchardleigh  Park,  Somer- 
set, aged  TO,  sir  Thomas  S^ymmer 
Moatyn  Champneya,  the  second  and 
last  baronet  of  that  place  1T6T. 

—  At  Kdinburah,  James  Hamilton, 
M.D.,  formerly,  fur  half  a  century, 
professor  of  midwifery  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh. 

S3.  At  Leamington,  Mary.Francea, 
wife  of  lieut.-cokinel  Dixon,  Scotch 
t'uailier  Guards,  and  niece  of  air  Ko- 
bert  Wilniut,  bart.,  of  Chaddesden. 

34-.  At  Paris,  aged  73.  Diana-Jane 
countess  of  Kanfurly.  She  was  the 
eldest  daughter  and  co-beir  of  £d- 
niund-Sexten  viscount  Fery.  unde  to 
the  present  earl  of  Limerick,  by  hia 
secund  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  InrdKnapton. 

35.  Near  Winkfield,  Berkshire,  the 
ban.  sir  Henry  King,  K.C.B.,  a  lieut.. 
general  in  the  army,  and  colonel  of 
the  1st.  West  India  reginientj  younger 
brother  to  tbe  earl  of  ltin|;stan,  whose 
death  is  rei^orded  in  our  present  num- 
ber, and  to  general  the  viscount  Lor- 

26.  At  Market  Draytnn,  H.  M, 
Monely,  esq.,  of  Market  Drayton  and 
Monely  liall,  Shropshire. 

SS.  At  Brighton,  aged  41,  Robert 
Finch  Newman,  ejq.,  ute  solicitor  to 
the  city  of  London. 

30.  At  Aiigloaea  villa,  near  Gosiport, 
aged  TB,  Mra.  JIajendie,  relict  of  the 
late  bishop  of  Bangor. 

—  At  BtigJaWa,  is  the  i&tb  yeai 
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of  licr  age,  the  hoii.  Eleanor  Ijouisa 
firuughani,onlvcliil(l  of  lord  Brougham. 
On  the  4th  of  December  her  bo^  was 
interred  in  Lincoln's  Inn  chapel. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  only  instance 
on  record  of  the  interment  of  a  female 
in  JLincoln^s  Inn. 

—  At  the  house  of  his  niece,  Mrs. 
K.  Wynne  Williams,  in  Hatton  Gar- 
den, aged  83,  William  Ackroyd,  esq., 
of  the  Royal  Marines,  one  of  the  few 
survivinsf  veterans  who  had  served 
under  Rodney,  Hood,  Keppel,  and 
Eyron.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Fortunec  frigate  when  his  late  ma- 
jesty joined  that  ship  in  1782,  but  re- 
tiretl  from  the  service  at  the  peace  of 
1783.  In  1834  his  miyesty  met  with 
Mr.  Ackroyd,  and  recognised  him  in 
the  true  spirit  of  a  Biitish  sailor,  and 
was  graciously  pleased  to  write  him  a 
letter,  ^*  That  he  well  recollected  him 
to  be  an  active  and  zealous  officer, 
whose  cor])s  was  always  in  the  highest 
order." 

—  At  Woncrsh,  Surrey,  aged  48, 
Ksilier  Susannah,  second  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  hon.  Granville 
Anson  Chetwynd  Stapylton. 

—  At  Rome,  at  an  advanced  age, 
Henry  Voo^d,  a  celebrated  Dutch 
landscape  painter,  who  was  termed  the 
Dutch  Claude  Lorraine. 

—  At  Kennington-common,  aged 
56,  William  Rowsell,  esq.,  late  princi- 
)»!  comptroller  of  accounts  at  the 
Custom-nouse. 

Lately,  Mr.  John  Neilson,  of  Nether 
Commans,  Paisley,  who  bequeathed 
18,<X>0/.  for  the  establishment  of  a  school 
for  education  in  that  town — the  first 
bequest  to  any  considerable  amount 
left  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Paisley. 

—  At  Salford,  aged  49,  Mr.  Mat- 
thew Vipond,  a  celebrated  swimmer, 
whose  exploits  in  the  Mersey  are  well 
known  at  LiverpooL  In  July  1838 
he  swam  from  the  Rock  Point  to  Run- 
corn, a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles, 
in  five  hours  and  a  half,  having  only  a 
fifteen  feet  tide  with  hiui. 

—  At  Stoke.  Nottinghamshire,  aged 
81,  the  hon.  Esther,  widow  of  sir  G. 
Bromley,  hart.,  and  aunt  to  carl  Howe. 
She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Asshe- 
ton,  first  viscount  Curzon,  by  his  first 
wife,  of  the  reimsi  county  of  Fliut. 
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3.  At  Copenhagen,  after  a  short  ill- 
ness, in  his  72nd  year,  Frederick  VI. 
king  of  Denmark,  K.G.  Kimr  Frede- 
rick VI.,  the  aon  of  king  Cnrutian 
VII.  and  Caroline  Matilda,  princeH 
of  England,  was  bom  on  the  SSth  Jan. 
1768.  He  was  declared  of  tte  aa  co- 
regent  and  president  of  the  Council  of 
SUte  on  the  14th  April,  1784^  auc- 
ceeded  his  fiUJier  aa  king  on  the  Idth 
of  March,  1808,  and  was  crowned  at 
Fredericksburg,  the  Slat  July,  1815  \ 
he  had  consequently  directed  afiain 
for  nearly  fifty-six  yevn,  and  reigned 
thirty-two.  Seldom  has  the  life  of  a 
king  been  marked  by  such  a  auooea* 
sion  of  misfortunes  aa  belel  that  of 
Frederic  VI.,  and  aeldom  has  there 
been  a  monarch  more  loved  and  honour- 
ed by  his  people.  The  unhappy  events 
whidi  occun«d  in  his  youth,  the  insa- 
nity  of  his  fiither,  the  execution  of  the 
unfortunate  Struensce  (under  whose 
care  he  had  been  educated),  and  the 
banishment  of  his  mother,  who  died  of 
grief  at  being  separated  from  her  be- 
loved son ;  all  these  are  known.  No 
less  so  is  the  part  which  he  sustained 
in  after  years  in  the  defence  of  his 
kingdom,  when  the  battle  of  Copenha- 
gen was  added  to  the  records  of  mo- 
dem warfare.  But  it  is  chiefly  as  a 
benefiictor  to  his  country  that  the  name 
of  Frederick  VI.  wiU  lie  remenibered ; 
to  him  are  owing  the  liberty  of  the 
press  in  Denmark — the  emancipation 
of  his  subjects  from  the  last  remains  of 
feudal  authority — the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  (in  which  Denmark  set 
the  example  to  the  rest  of  Eun^ie}^ 
the  equalization  of*  law  and  diminution 
of  legal  processes;  the  establishment 
of  schools  for  general  education ;  the 
introduction  orpopular  representation. 
and,  finally,  the  system  of  order  and 
economy  which  marked  the  financial 
afiiiirs  of  the  kingdom.  His  character 
was  moreover  deserving  the  highest 
eulogy  for  mildness,  uprightness,  sim- 
plicity, and  attention  to  busineas.  His 
majesty  married,  July,  1790,  iiisoouain 
Maria  Sophia  Frederica,  daughter  of 
Charles  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Gassdf 
by  his  aunt  Couisa  princess  of  Den- 
mark. The  queen  survives  him,  hav- 
ing had  issue  only  two  daughtcn.  of 

whom.Caruliaey  w  ddert  w  w  maifd 
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in  1829  to  her  cousin  prince  Frederick  conry  of  Derby.    In  1836,  he  ivaspro* 

Ferdinand  of  Denmark;  and  WilheU  moted,  on  the  recommendation  of  vis- 

mina,  the  youngest,  in  1828  to  prince  count  Melbourne,  to  the  episcopal  see 

Frederick    Charles    Christian,    now  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  vacant  by 

Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  the  ne-  the  death  of  the  pious  bishop  Ryder. 

phew  of  the  former.    The  crown  was  The  archdeaconry  of  Coventry  being 

cievolved  on  the  male  heir,  now  Chris-  subsequently  severed  from  his  diocese, 

tian  VIII,  He  is  cousin-german  to  the  and  annexed  to  that  of  Worcester,  in 

late  king,  bein^  the  son  of  the  crown  the  same  year ;  Dr.  Butler  afterwards 

))rinoe  Frederick,  who  died  in  1805.  retained  the  single  title  of  bishop  of 

—    In    Charles-street,    Berkeley-  Lichfield.  From  the  time  he  was  raised 

smiare,  aged  82,  Mrs.  Beadon,  relict  to  the  episcopate  to  his  death  he  knew 

or  the  late  lord  bishop  of  Bath  and  no  day  of  health.  Yet  this  was  perhaps 

Wells,  the  noblest  part  of  his  life ;  for  his  pa- 

4.  At  Eccleshall  Castle,  Stafford-  tient  uncomplaining  submission  to  the 
shire,  in  his  66lh  year,  the  right  rev.  hand  of  God  was  an  example  to  all 
Samuel  Butler,  D.D.  lord  bishop  of  around  him.  Dr.  Butler  married,  in 
Lichfield.  Dr.  Butler  was  born  at  1798,  Harriet,  fifth  daughter  of  the 
Kenilworth,  in  Warwickshire,  of  high-  rev.^  East  Apthorp,  D.D.,  vicar  of 
ly  respectable  parents,  residing  in  that  Croydon,  and  rector  of  St.  Mary-le- 
viilace,  being  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Bow,  By  that  lady  he  left  a  son  and 
Wiluam  Butler,  for  many  years  stew-  two  daughters.  Besides  the  edition 
ard  of  the  estates  of  lord  Hyde  and  of  iBschylus  already  noticed,  bishop 
lord  Leigh,  who  died  in  1760.  He  Butler  published  the  following  works : 
was  educated  under  Dr.  James,  at  M.  Musuri  Carmen  in  Platonem,  Is. 
Rugby  school.  In  1793  he  was  enter-  Casauboni  in  Josephum  Scaligerum 
ed  at  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  Ode.  Accedunt  Foemata  et  Exerci- 
His  career  at  that  University  was  tationes  utriusque  Linguae.  1797.  8vo. 
brilliantly  successful.  He  obtained  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Keason  in  Mat- 
three  of  sir  William  Browne's  me-  ters  of  Faith.  1805,  12mo.  A  Sketch 
dais,  two  for  Latin,  and  one  for  a  of  Modem  and  Ancient  Geography, 
GredcOde.  In  1793,  he  was  elected  for  the  use  of  Schools.  8vo.  bhrews- 
to  the  Craven  University  scholarship,  bury,  1813.  A  Praxis  on  the  Latin 
In  1796,  his  name  appeared  in  the  list  Prepositions,  being  an  attempt  to  il- 
of  Senior  Optimes  ;  and  he  soon  after  lustrate  their  origin,  power,  and  signi- 
gained  the  first  of  the  chancellor's  two  fication,  in  the  way  of  exercise.  8vo. 
gold  medals,  for  the  best  classical  scho-  1833,  and  three  subsequent  editions, 
lars  of  the  year.  In  1797  and  1798  Charlemagne,  a  poem  by  Lucien  Buo- 
he  carried  off  the  Members'  prize,  for  naparte,  translated  by  the  rev.  Dr. 
the  best  Latin  Essays  by  bachelors  of  Butler  and  the  rev.  ¥.  Hodgson,  He 
arts.  In  the  former  year  he  was  left  a  large  and  very  curious  library, 
elected  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  particularly  an  unrivalled  collection  of 
and  in  1798  he  accepted  the  head  the  Aldtne  Press^  and  Greek  and  lAiin. 
mastership  of  the  Royal  Free  Gram-  MSS.  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  go  to  the 
mar  School  at  Shrewsbury,  which  British  Museum, 
under  his  Judicious  discipline  was  gra-  5.  At  Edgbaston,  Warwickshire,  the 
dually  raised  to  a  very  hidi  rank  rev.  John  George  Breay,  minister  of 
among  similar  institutions.  About  the  Christ  church,  Birmingham^  and  a 
same  time  he  was  selected  by  the  S^n-  prebendary  of  Lichfield, 
dies  of  the  Cambridge  University  —  At  Funtington,  near  Chichester^ 
Press  to  undertake  a  new  edition  of  in  his  87th  year,  general  sir  James 
^schylus,  with  the  text  and  notes  of  Duff,  knt.,  colonel  of  the  50th  regi« 
Stanley.  This  arduous  task  he  gra-  mentofFoot;  the  oldest  general  onl*> 
dually  achieved  in  four  volumes  4to.  cer  in  the  army. 
1809, 1816.  In  1802  Mr.  Butler  was  —  At  Bedgbury  Park,  Kent,  the 
presented  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  to  seat  of  lord  viscount  Beresford,  Henry 
the  vicarage  of  his  native  place,  KeniK  Philip  Hope,  esq.,  of  Arklow  House, 
worth,  and  in  1807  by  bishop  Corn wal-  Like  his  hrother,  the  late  Thomas 
lis  to  theprebendal  stall  of  Wolvey,  at  Hope,  esq.,  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
lichfidd;  md  in  18^^  to  the  archdesi-  highly-cultivat^cl  mind;  mi  bi3  just 
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and  elegant  laste  in  Ihc  line  arts.  In 
Ills  youth  lie  had  visited  every  part  of 
Europe,  and  various  portions  oi  Asia, 
particularly  Turkey.  lie  was  conver- 
sant with  and  spoke  seven  ditferent 
languages,  and  maintained  an  exten- 
sive correspondence  with  learned  men 
in  all  parts  of  Europe.  He  had  formed 
one  of  the  mosc  ])erfect  collections  of 
diamonds  and  precious  stones  that  has, 
perhaps,  been  ever  posseted  by  a  pri- 
vate individual :  it  is  valuedat  li!0,0()0/. 
A  few  years  ago  he  inherited,  upon  the 
death  of  a  relative,  a  large  fortune, 
which  he  divided  at  once  with  his  ne- 
phews. He  was  a  principal  contributor 
to  all  the  public  charities  of  the  me- 
tropolis ;  and  distributed  aimuallj'  in 
private  charity  many  thousands. 

6.  At  his  house  in  Upper  Berkeley- 
street,  major-general  sir  Alexander 
Caldwell,  G.C.B.,  senior  oilicer  of  the 
Bengal  Artillery. 

7.  At  Shotover  House,  Oxfordshire, 
after  a  few  days'  illness,  in  his  80th 
year,  Thomas  Shutz,  esq.,  for  many 
years  a  deputy  lieut.  of  that  county. 
Mr.  Shutz  was  also  a  baron  of  the 
holy  Roman  Empire,  by  the  title  of 
baron  Sinolt,  otherwise  Schutz,  and 
the  last  male  branch  of  the  family  of 
Schutz  settled  in  England.  His  grand- 
father, Augustus  Schutz,  accompanied 
George  IL  from  Germany,  and  hehl 
the  office  of  master  of  the  robes  and 
privy  purse  to  that  sovereign. 

—  At  Exeter,  Margaret,  wife  of 
lieut.-gen.  sir  W.  Paterson,  K.C.B. 

—  At  Oxford,  after  a  protracted 
illness,  aged  19,  Kichard,  seventh  son 
of  the  lord  bishop  of  Oxford  and  lady 
Harriott  Bagot. 

8.  At  Cheltenham,  aged  73,  John 
Aylmer,  esq.,  brother  of  the  late  sir 
Pen  ton  Aylmer,  bart. 

9.  Ac  Edinburgh,  in  her  93d  year, 
Miss  Innes^  of  Stow.  The  fortune  to 
which  she  succeeded  on  the  death  of 
her  brother,  the  late  Gilbert  Innes, 
esq.,  about  five  years  ago,  was  estimat- 
ed at  not  less  than  a  million  sterling, 
and  as  she  lived  in  a  very  moderate 
and  unostentatious  manner,  it  was 
considerably  increased.  Her  charities^ 
however,  were  numerous  and  unosten- 
tatious. The  great  bulk  of  the  fortune, 
which  is  the  largest,  we  believe,  ever 
gained  by  one  individual  in  Scotland, 
was  the  acquisition  of  Mr.  Innes  him- 
self, 09  a  banker.    Her  heir-at-law  is 


-Decembeb. 

said  to  be  William  Mitchell,  esq-^  of 
Parson's  Green, 

10.  At  Ackworth  rectory,  Yorkshire, 
aged  76,  the  rev.  William  Robert  Hay, 
M.A.,  rector  of  that  parish,  vicar  of 
Rochdale,  and  a  prebendary  of  York. 
Mr.  Hay  was  the  third  and  youngest 
son  of  the  hon.  Edward  Hay,  some- 
time governor  of  Barhadoes,  by  Mary, 
daughter  of  Peter  Flower,  merchant 
of  London.  His  fiither  was  the  fourth 
son  of  George  Henry  seventh  earl  of 
Kinnoul,  by  lady  Abigail  Harlev, 
daughter  of  the  lord  treasurer  Oxrord ; 
and  a  younger  brother  to  Robert  lord 
archbishop  of  York. 

11.  At  Paignton,  in  his  80th  year, 
Thomas  Rennell,  esq.,  late  of  the  Bank 
of  England. 

13.  Aged  76,  William  Comerfoid 
Clarkson,  esq.,  of  Doctors'  Commons. 

15.  At  his  seat,  Levton,  in  Essex, 
in  the  85th  year  of  his  age,  Lewis 
Charles  Daubuz,  esq. 

—  At  Scruton  Hall,  Harriet,  relict 
of  the  late  colonel  Foster  Lechmere 
Coore. 

—  i\t  Aberdeen,  (his  native  city), 
captain  Alexander  Gerard,  of  the  East 
India  Company's  military  service, 
F.G.S.  The  scientiBc  lahours  and 
travels  of  this  gentleman,  nude  in 
conjunction  with  nis  brother,  the  late 
Dr.  James  Gilbert  Gerard,  well  entitle 
him  to  a  record  amongst  those  who 
have  been  eminent  in  advancins  the 
interests  of  this  country  in  her  East- 
em  possessions.  Captain  Grenrd  went 
to  India  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  not  long  anerwards  sent  by 
sir  David  Ochtenony  to  survey  Ma- 
lacca, which  he  executed  with  sreat 
accuracy,  mostly  at  mid-day  unoer  a 
burning  sun.  He  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed to  many  of  the  surveys  which 
were  deemed  difficult  and  important, 
which  led  to  his  residing  many  years 
in  the  then  almost  unknown  dbtrict  of 
Chinese  Tartary,  and  amon^  the 
mountains  of  the  Himalaya,  ue  tra- 
versed these  gigantic  mountains  in 
paths  before  untrodden  by  Europeans, 
and  reached  heights  previously  deemed 
quite  inaccessible.  At  one  piurt  he  had 
ascended  above  20,000  feet,  and  by 
ways  steeper  than  it  had  been  deemed 
possible  to  climb  for  any  distance  toge* 
ther.  In  these  excursions  he  endured, 
as  may  be  supposed,  extreme  yiciMi« 
tudes  of  heat^  cold,  himgoTi  Md  d0« 
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privations  of  every  ileflcripiion,  anil  il 
wss  not  until  his  ftealth  bad  been  com- 
pletely BacriBced,  and  a  state  uf  ex- 
treme debility  had  reiidereil  impossi- 
ble the  continuance  ofhis  laboure,  tlmt 
he  nag  persuaded  to  abandon  them  nud 
return  to  England.  Captain  Gerard 
was  well  known  in  India  as  a  sciontilic 
traveller.  While  exploring  and  sur. 
vejinc  he  made  patient  researches 
into  the  customs  and  antiquities  of  the 
tribes  he  fell  in  with,  and  into  the 
geolo^  and  natural  history  id'  these 
sublime  ref^ions.  Captain  iierard  ap- 
pears  not  to  have  taken  all  the  means 
that  might  have  been  desired,  to  place 
belbre  the  public  the  re&ults  of  his 
accurate  observations,  though  many 
occasional  notices  and  papers  trnin  liiu 
pen  have  appeared  in  In^,  and  some 
in  this  country.  One  larger  nurlc  hus, 
however,  just  been  published,  entitled 
"  Narrative  of  a  Journey  hiade  by  sir 
William  Lloyd  and  capt.  Gerard,  with 
an  Account  of  an  attempt  In  penetrate 
by  Bakhur  to  Gorroo  and  the  liike  Ma- 
nasaroura."  It  is  understood  that  capt. 
Gerard  has  left  a  large  quantity  of 
manuscript  papers,  from  which  some 
further  selections  may  probabJy  be 
made  for  publication, 

16.  At  Powderham  Castle,  af-edes, 
the  right  hon.  Harriett,  enuntess  of 
Devon.  She  was  the  daughter  uf  the 
late  air  Lucas  Pepys,  bart.,  M.D.,  and 
Jane,  countess  of  Itothes.  She  lelt 
issue  three  sons. 

—  At  Rickmansworth,  aged  SS, 
Francis  Const,  esq.,  formerly  chsir- 
nian  of  the  Middlesex  and  Westmin- 
ster sessions.  Mr.  Const  was  called  to 
the  bar  at  the  MiddleTemple,  in  1763. 
He  was  in  his  youth  much  uttached  lo 
the  drama  and  its  professors,  and  was 
the  author  of  some  prolwues  and  epi- 
logues. Henderson,  Jonu  Kemble, 
Stephen  Storace,  Twiss,  Porson,  and 
Dc.Bunjey,  Fred.  Reynolds,  Thomas 
Morton,  Sheridan,  and  Harris,  were 
his  convivial  companions  and  friends. 
He  will  be  remembered,  however,  as 
the  editor  of  several  editions  of  "  Bott's 
Poor  Laws,"  and  as  chairman  of  the 
Middlesex  magistrates  and  the  West- 
minster sessions.  The  latter  situation 
Mr.  Const  held  up  to  his  death  ;  the 
former  he  resigned  some  years  ago. 

17.  At  Deny,  N.  B.,  Mr.  AVilliam 
Cuthell,  student  of  divinity,  and  for- 
merly Que  of  the  w^Uot  maatere  of 


the  Collegiate  seh Qui,  in  Leiceiiter.  Tu 
an  intellectof  the  first  order,  he  uniteil 
an  unassuming  simplicity  and  gentle 
piety.  He  Ictt  the  college  of  Glasgow 
with  the  highest  hououni. 

—  At  Municli,  aged  48,  the  right 
bon.  Kdward  viscoimt  Lascelles,  eldest 
sun  of  the  earl  of  Harewood. 

19.  lu  her  13th  year,  Charlotte, 
cIdeEt  daughter  of  the  hnn.  and  rev.  Y, 
Bertie,  rector  of  Albury. 

Si.  At  BouloKue  sur  Mer.  aged  61, 
lady  Emily  VVeUesley.  She  was  eldest 
[laughter  of  Charles,  first  earl  Cadogan, 
by  his  second  wife,  Mary,  eldest  dau. 
of  Charles  Churchill,  esq.,  and  was 
married  in  1803,  to  the  huii.Bnd  rev. 
Gerard  Valerian  WellesIey.D.D.,  pre. 
henrUry  of  Durham,  younger  brother 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington. 

—  At  Tunbiidge  Wells,  aged  63, 
Robert  Belt,  esq.,  of  the  Inner  Tem- 
ple, barrister-at.law.  and  of  Bosssll 
House,  near  York.  The  lamily  of 
Belt,  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  now 
existing  in  the  county  of  Vork.  It  is 
supposed  to  have  come  originally  from 
Lomlardy,  but  can  be  traced  in  York- 
shire, as  far  back  as  13ST.  Robert 
Belt,  esq.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Robert 
Belt,  esq.,  of  Bossall,  (many  years 
clerk  in  the  court  of  king's  bench.) 
He  was  called  to  the  bar  at  the  Inner 
Temple,  in  1803;  and  practised  some 
years  as  an  equity  draftsman,  but 
made  little  progress  in  bin  profes- 
sion. His  knowledge  of  the  law 
was,  however,  evinced  by  some  useful 
publications,  particularly,  "  A  Sup- 
plement to  the  Reports  in  Chancery 
of  Francis  Vesey,  senior,  esq."  Lora 
Chancellor  Eldon  appointed  Air.  Belt 
a  commissioner  of  bankrupts,  an  office 
he  held  till  the  remodelling  uf  that 
court  iu  1831.  Mr.  Belt  was  twice 
married,  and  lelt  a  numerous  fa- 
mily. 

3i.  In  Great  George-street,  Sarah, 
wife  of  CharleaLushingtun,  esq.,  M.P. 
for  Ashburton. 

—  At  Mansfield,  at  a  very  advanced 
age,  the  rev.  Robert  Wood,  D.D.,  for 
more  than  thirty  years  chaplain  of  the 
county  gaol,  and  for  more  than  forty 
years,  firat  usher,  and  ntlerwards  head 
master  of  the  Nottingham  free  gram- 
mar school. 

—  At  Kastbourne,  Sussex,  in  his 
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society  of  Cornwall,  F.S.A.»  F.Ii.S., 
M.U.I.A.  Hon.  MJI.S.I..,  F.QJS^ 
&c.  &c.  The  name  of  the  family  to 
which  Mr.  Gilbert  natemally  belonged 
was  Giddy,  one  or  great  antiquity  in 
the  county  of  Cornwall ;  and  through 
Ilia  mother,  Mr.  D.  Giddy  was  the 
eldest  heir-general  of  the  ancient  ba- 
rony of  Sandys  of  the  Vine.  He 
was  admitted  as  a  gentleman  com- 
moner of  Pembroke  coilej^  in  1785. 
After  quitting  college,  his  time  was 
not  dissipted  in  idleness  or  plea- 
sure. His  principal  delight  lay  in 
the  company  of  literary  men,  and 
he  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Boyal 
Society,  in  1791.  Beside  this,  his  eager 
thirst  lor  knowledge  led  him  to  join  the 
linmean  Society ;  and  he  was  one  of 
the  most  active  promoters  of  the  insti- 
tution for  the  cultivation  of  geology 
and  mineralogy  in  his  native  county, 
founded  by  Dr.  Paris,  at  Penzance,  in 
1814,  and  of  which  he  continued  pre- 
sident from  its  foundation  to  his  de- 
cease. Mr.  Giddy  served  the  office  of 
high  sheriff  of  ComwaU,  in  1792.  In 
Ifi^  he  was  elected  to  parliament  for 
theborouf^hof  Helston ;  and,  at  the  next 
election,  m  1806t  he  was  returned  for 
Bodmin,  which  place  he  continued  to 
represent  till  1 S3S.  As  a  senator,  Mr. 
Gilbert  was  most  assiduous,  and  was 
perhaps  unequalled  for  his  services  on 
committees.  He  devoted  to  public 
business  nearly  the  whole  of  his  time, 
and  was  very  remarkable  fur  the  brief 
period  which  he  spent  in  rest.  The 
numerous  parliamentary  investiga- 
tions (particularly  those  connected 
with  the  arts  ana  sciences)  in  which 
he  took  a  prominent  part,  will  form 
lasting  memorials  of  his  profound  learn* 
ing  and  inde&tigable  f)er8everance ; 
aira  the  application  of  his  knowledge 
to  practical  purposes,  was  attested  by 
the  active  interest  he  took  in  moat  of 
our  great  national  works.  In  1611, 
when  the  public  mind  became  greatly 
agitated  by  the  alleged  ^preciation  of 
bank-notes,  Mr.  Gidd3r  printed  an  ar- 
gumentative tract,  entitled,  '^  A  Plain 
Statement  of  the  Bullion  Question ;" 
the  o^ect  of  which  was  to  allay  the 
popular  ferment.  In  1808,  Mr.  Giddy 
married  Mary  Anne,  onl^  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  esq., 
of  Eastbourne,  in  Sussex;  and  took 
the  name  and  arms  of  Gilbert  tml^* 
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1817.  On  the  death  (^  sir  Joseph 
Banks,  in  1820,  when  air  Humphry 
Davy  was  elected  prerident  of  the 
Boyal  Society,  his  fiiend  Mr.  Gilbert 
accepted  the  office  of  treasurer.  Ill 
health  having  obliged  tir  Hamphrj  to 
quit  England,  earljrin  1827,  Mr.  Gil- 
bert took  the  chair  at  neurlj  ererj 
meeting  of  that  session  {  and  when  a 
continuance  of  the  same  indisporition 
induced  sir  Humphry  to  ictire,  Mr. 
Gilbert  vras  chosen  president,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  the  body  at  !■!)(«« 
and  espedally  of  the  more  adentine 
members.  However,  after  the  expe- 
rience of  three  sessions,  the  uneasi- 
ness which  he  felt  in  the  offloe, 
arising  from  various  causes,  induced 
him  to  retire,  in  Nov.  1881.  Hecoa- 
tinu^  a  vice-president,  and  still  oooa- 
sionally  presided  at  the  meetum  of 
the  society.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  elected 
a  fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
in  1820,  and  was  a  most  Ubenl  pro- 
moter of  historical  and  antiquarian  re- 
searches. He  was  himself  the  editor 
of  several  curious  antiquarian  and 
topographical  tracta,  dnefly  rdnting 
to  his  native  county.  But  his  last  and 
most  important  contribution  of  this 
nature,  was  his  edition  of  the  pre- 
viously imperfectly  pubUshed  History 
of  the  County,  by  Hab.  To  this 
work,  Mr.  Gilbert  added  something 
under  every  |daoe,  and  oocasionally 
introduced  some  hi||Uj  interesting 
remarks  on  the  &mdy  iustory  and 
biograi^^  of  the  most  eminent  dornish 
men,  his  contemnonuica  especially. 
In  the  Philosophieal  Tnuanetfans 
there  are  communications  fhim  Mr. 
Gilbert,  and  the  Journal  of  the 
Royal  Institution  ooatuns  srveral  «f 
his  papers.  Mr.  Gilberts  nuriage 
already  noticed  was  produetiw  of  two 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

S6.  At  Hythe,  Kent,  ■gedf4,  the 
hon.  Richard  William  Lambert,  (iaie 
of  the  Coldstream  Guanb),  son  of  the 
late  general  eari  of  Cavan. 

28.  At  Stapleford  Hall,  near  Not- 
tingham, lady  Warren,  widow  of  eta. 
the  right  hon.  sir  Boriase  Warren, 
G.CBT  Her  hsdyshlp  was  the  jsung* 
est  daughter  of  hent-general  aw  JeM 
Clavering,  by  lady  SSum  WasL  dan. 
of  John  earl  Dehtwarr.  Her  ladydhlp 
is  succeeded  in  h^  extendvef  estates 
by  her  grandson,  lord  Tcmon. 

30.  At  tte  b9uie  «r  Ui  taoUitrhh 
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law,  Mr.  Peter  De  Wint,  aged  53, 
Wilton  Hilton,  Esq.,  R.A.,  keeper  of 
the  Boyal  Academy.  Mr.  HUtun  was 
a  native  of  Lincoln.  In  their  youth, 
he  and  Mr.  De  Wint  were  placed  with 
Mr*  John  Raphael  Smith,  the  mezzo- 
tinto  engraver  and  crayon-painter. 
Youi^;;  Hilton  also  diligently  attended 
the  acfaoob  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
studied  anatomy,  and  rendered  him- 
self cora^etely  master  of  the  human 
^;iire«  The  effect  of  all  this  prepa- 
ration was  abundantly  manifest  in  nis 
suiMequent  works,  which,  were  dis- 
tiimished  by  their  correctness  as  well 
as  by  their  beauty.  Mr.  Hilton  was 
both  a  skiliiil  designer,  and  a  superior 
cokmrist.  His  '^  Europa,"  ^*  Am- 
phitrite,"  and  other  works,  evince 
this  latter  quality  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree. Mr.  Hilton,  who  had  previ- 
ously been  made  an  associate,  was 
elected  a  Royal  Academician,  in  1820, 
when  his  presentation  picture  was 
^  Ganymede."  He  succeeded  Mr. 
Fuseli  as  keeper  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy. One  of  the  principal  du- 
ties of  the  keeper  is  to  superintend 
and  direct  the  students  in  what  is 
called  the  Antique  Academy ;  and  so 
satisfectorily  did  Mr.  Hilton  perform 
the  functions  of  his  office,  that  about 
four  years  ago,  the  students  sub- 
scribed for  a  handsome  piece  of  plate, 
and  presented  it  to  him  as  a  mark 
of  twrir  respect  and  afiection.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  an  asthma, 
and  by  the  strength  of  his  affections ; 
for  he  never  recovered  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  wife,  (the  daughter  of  the 
rev.  George  Davis  Kent,  of  Lincoln), 
some  years  since.  His  manners  were 
siaguuriy  amiable  and  pleasing ;  and 
he  nas  died  regretted,  respected,  and 
admired,  by  all  who  could  appreciate 
mental  and  moral  excellence  m  uni<Hi» 
Mr.  Hilton  left  no  children. 

31.  At  Paris,  in  his  62d  year,  count 
Hyacinthe  Louis  de  Quelen,  arch- 
bishop of  Paris,  peer  of  France,  com- 
manoer  of  the  order  of  the  Hol^  Ghost, 
and  memiier  of  the  Academie  Fran- 
^aise.  M.  de  Qu^len,  descended  from 
an  ancient  Breton  family  allied  to  the 
dukes  d'Aiguiilon,  was  bom  in  Pa- 
ris 1778,  and,  being  destined  ^  the 
church.  Was  entered  in  due  time  at 
the  celebrated  Ecclesiastical  Seminary 
of  St.  Sulpice,  where  he  greatly  dis- 
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in  all  branches  of  classical  and  theolo^ 
gical  learning.  After  having  been  ad- 
mitted into  holy  orders,  and  into  the 
priesthood,  he  became  attached  to 
cardinal  Fesch,  and  was  chai^gned  by 
his  eminence  with  the  fcMmation  of 
his  ecclesiastical  household;  on  the 
disgrace  of  the  emperor's  uncle  he  fid- 
lowed  him  into  exile,  and  refused  to 
accept  the  place  of  chaplain  to  the 
empress  Maria  Louisa,  which  the 
Abbe  de  Pradt,  archbishop  of  Mech- 
lin, had  obtained  for  him.  Subse- 
quently, however,  M.  de  Qu^en  re- 
turned to  Paris,  and  remained  there 
till  the  restoration  as  one  of  the  assist- 
ant clei]gymen  of  the  church  of  St.  Sul- 
pice. Un  the  return  of  the  Bourlwns, 
cardinal  de  TaUeyrand-Perigord,  arch- 
bishop of  Paris,  presented  him  to  Louis 
XVIIL,  who  honoured  him  with  his 
confidence;  and  M.  de  Qu^en  took 
part  in  all  the  ecclesiastical  negotia- 
tions that  were  carried  on  at  that  time 
with  the  court  of  Rome  concerning 
various  cAtcordatt  fiir  the  Gallkan 
church.  He  was  appointed  vicar-ge- 
neral of  Uie  grand  almonry ;  was  theft 
consecrated  bishop  of  Samosata,  mpar^ 
Ubu9  in/idelium,  and  was  ultimately 
named  coa^utor,  with  the  ri^t  m 
succession,  to  his  friend  and  benefibctor 
cardinal  Tallevrand,  in  the  metropo- 
litan see  of  ^aris.  Having  become 
archbishop  on  the  death  of  the  cardi- 
nal in  1821,  M.  de  Qudlen  was  raised 
to  the  |ieerage,  in  virtue  of  his  office; 
and  in  1824  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Academie  Fran^aise,  in  the  room 
of  cardinal  de  Beausset  deceased.  In 
the  chamber  of  peers  the  archbishop 
was  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Bourbons, 
but  always  preserved  his  connectioa 
and  friendship  with  the  distinguished 
personages  or  the  empire  who  formed 
his  eeacfy  friends.  At  the  ren>ltttion 
of  1830  the  ardibishop  of  Paris  made 
no  secret  of  his  fidelity  to  his  l^;iti« 
mate  sovereign,  and  his  diBapprobatkm 
of  the  new  order  of  things.  As  an 
ecclefltotical  peer  he  was  excluded 
from  the  upper  chamber,  and  as  a 
clergyman  and  a  leading  pattisan  of 
the  ftllen  dynasty  was  dmacn  by  the 
government  and  the  mob  as  a  peculiar 
object  ef  persecution,  tn  t83i,at  the 
time  of  tne  sadc  of  the  church  eC  St. 
Germain  TAuxerrms,  the  arciiiems< 
copai  palace  was  assailed  with  peculiar 
ftiry  by  the  poputao^  fSic^wraged  h)r 
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the  ministry  of  the  day  and  lieaded  by 
officers  of  the  National  Guards,  and 
various  iiersons  of  influence  with  the 
bourgeoisie  of  Paris.  The  ancient  and 
interesting  residence  of  the  prelates 
of  this  capital,  built  by  bishop  Maurice 
de  Sully,  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
cathedral,  was  in  the  course  of  two 
days  levelled  with  the  ground.  The 
inniriated  mob  threw  all  the  arch- 
bishop*s  library,  all  his  furniture 
and  valuables,  into  the  Seine  that 
flowed  beneath  the  windows;  broke 
up  and  stole  most  of  his  plate,  and  ab- 
stracted all  the  money  found  in  the 
Salace.  The  archbishop  had  a  few 
ays  before  received  213,000  francs  on 
account  of  his  brother,  being  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  an  estate.  This 
sum  was  taken  away  by  the  mob ;  and 
the  total  amount  of  other  property 
destroyed  or  lost  was  estimated  at 
400,000  francs.  It  was  on  this  occa- 
sion that  the  people  broke  into  the 
vestry  of  Notre  Dame,  and  cut  up  the 
splendid  vestments  of  the  priests  given 
by  Napoleon,  together  with  the  em- 
peror's own  coronation  robe,  in  order 
to  jget  at  the  golden  ornaments  with 
which  they  were  studded.  The  arch- 
bishop was  too  sensible  of  his  own  dig- 
nity to  demand  any  compensation  for 
his  losses  from  the  government  or  mu- 
nicipality of  Paris;  and  neither  the 
latter  body  nor  the  legislature  have 
ever  offered  him  any  indemnification. 
The  prelate  took  up  his  town  resi- 
dence in  the  Convent  of  the  Dames 
du  Sacr^  Cceur,  in  the  Hue  de  Varen- 
nes,  and  thenceforth  spent  his  time 
between  that  place  and  the  country 
seat  uf  the  arcbbbhops,  at  Confians, 
just  above  Paris.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  cholera  in  1832,  the  zeal  of 
the  archbishop  for  his  suffering  fiock 
knew  no  bounds;  his  comparatively 
slender  means  were  given  alt  in  aid  of 
the  sick,  and  after  the  cessation  of 
that  scourge  he  instituted  a  noble 
foundation  for  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  young  g^irls  who 
had  been  left  orphans  by  this  public 
calamity.  The  first  time  of  any  pub- 
lic recognition  of  Louis  Philippe  being 
made  by  the  archbishop  was  m  1835, 
on  occasion  of  the  attempt  by  Fieschi; 
on  that  occasion  the  head  of  the  state 
went  to  Notre  Dame  to  return  thanks 
for  his  escape,  and  was  received  at 
\he  door  of  tbe  cathedral  by  the  pre* 
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late  at  the  head  of  his  dergy»  Al- 
though subsequently  to  this  period  on 
rather  better  terms  with  the  oev 
court,  the  archbishop  kept  studiously 
aloof  from  the  Tuileries  and  the  polu 
ticians  of  the  day.  He  baptized  the 
infant  son  of  the  duke  and  duchess  of 
Orleans  in  1838,  but  refused  to  pro- 
ceed to  christen  him,  because  the 
court  wished  the  grand  duchess  <if 
Mecklenburg-  Schwerin,  who  was  a  pro- 
testant,  to  stand  as  oodmother  ;^a 
compliance  with  which  wish  would 
have  been  impossible  for  a  Catholic 
prelate.  The  last  moments  of  M.  de 
Qu^len  were  worthy  of  a  pious 
and  sincere  diristian.  He  performed 
all  the  duties  enjoined  by  the  rubric 
of  that  church  of  which  hie  was  one  of 
the  leading  dignitaries.  The  painful 
crisis  of  his  complaint,  (the  mropsj) 
and  the  tortures  of  slow  sufibcation, 
which  generally  attend  it,  he  support- 
ed witn  the  greatest  fortitude;  re- 
mainuig  seated  in  his  arm-chair  (lor 
he  coula  not  bear  the  horizontal  posi- 
tion of  a  bed),  receiving  all  who  came 
to  him,  and  giving  his  pastoral  bene- 
diction to  those  around  him.  The 
archbishop  diefl  without  any  money  and 
without  anv  debts.  The  expenses  of 
the  funeral  were  defrayed  by  his  bro- 
ther, a  gentleman  by  no  means  rich, 
and  other  members  of  his  family.  The 
archbishop's  body,  after  lying  m  state 
ibr  some  days,  both  at  his  own  resi- 
dence and  at  Notre  Dame,  during 
which  time  it  was  visited  by  all  the 
cleig)r,  and  many  thousands  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  was  interred  with 
great  solemnity  in  that  cathedral  on 
the  9th  of  January  following. 

31.  At  Rome,  professor  Nibi,  the 
great  antiquary.  He  has  left  many 
learned  works,  but  is  said  to  have  died 
extremely  poor. 

—  At  Brougham  Hall,  Westmore- 
land, in  her  87th  vear,  Eleanor,  widow 
of  Henry  Brouffbam,  esq.  (who  died 
in  1810)  and  momer  of  lord  Brougham. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  the  rev. 
James  Syme,  D.  D.,  by  Mary,  sister 
of  William  Robertson,  D.D.,  the 
Scottish  historian.  She  was  a  lady  of 
considerable  talent  and  of  the  most 
amiable  disposition. 

—  Of  apoplexy,  in  his  65th  rear. 
Miles  Stnnger,  esq.,  of  Effinghani- 
hill,  Surrey,  head  of  the  firm  of 
Stringer  and  (fo.,  teadealeri,  &€•« 
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DEATHS^ 
Monument-yard.  Mr.  Stringer  ar- 
rived  at  the  fiank  to  execute  a  transfer 
of  stock  in  his  capacity  of  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Equitable  Assurance 
Company.  Whibt  in  conversation 
with  a  friend  he  had  casually  met,  he 
suddenly  dropped  down  dead. 

Lately.  In  ^rosvenor-square,  lady 
E.  Egerton,  youngest  daughler  of  the 
earl  of  Wilton. 

—  At  Broom-hill,  Shooter's-hill, 
John  Wiliett  Willett,  esq.,  of  Merley 
House,  Dorset. 

—  In  Hyde-park-place  West,  in 
her  80th  year,  the  right  hon.  Harriett- 
Anne  dowager  lady  De  la  Zouche. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  William  Southwell,  esq.  (uncle  of 
Edward  20th  lord  de  Clitford),  and 
widow  of  Cecil  lord  de  la  Zouche,  who 
died  in  1828. 

—  Etheldred-  Catharine,  wife  of  lord 
Charles  Spencer  Churchill,  second  son 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  She  was 
the  second  daughter  of  John  Benett, 
esq.,  M.  P.,  for  South  Wilts. 

—  In  Cavendish-sc^uare,  aged  35, 
Stephen  Love  Hammick,  M.  D.,  fel- 
low of  the  Royal  CoUece  of  Physicians, 
and  one  of  Dr.  Radcnflfe's  Travelling 
fellows  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1831, 
Dr.  Hammick  was  the  eldest  son  of 
sir  Stephen  I^ove  Hammick,  bart.,  and 
entered  as  Commoner  of  Christ  Church 
in  1822.  In  1838  he  published  a 
translation  of  "  Mesterlich*s  Che- 
mistry." 

— In  Portland-place,  at  an  advanced 


December. 

age,  Anthony  Brough,  esq.,  many 
years  a  merchant  or  London,  and  an 
inhabitant  of  Clapham,  Surrey. 

—  At  West  Lulworth,  aged  55, 
lieut.  Nicholas  Gould,  B.  N.,  fifth 
son  of  the  late  Nicholas  Gould,  esq., 
of  Frome  House,  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Dorset.  He  faithfully 
served  his  country  forty- four  years. 

—  At  Blackheath,  in  his  38th  year, 
John  Gordon,  esq.,  of  Newton,  Aber- 
deenshire and  Peppingford  Park, 
Sussex. 

—  At  Hastings,  aged  59,  after  a 
lingering  illness  of  nearly  two  years, 
the  right  hon.  Theodosia  Spring  Rice, 
lady  Monteagle.  She  was  the  second 
daughter  of  the  earl  ot  Limerick,  by 
Marv  Alice,  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  rfenr^  Ormshy,  ana  was  married  to 
Mr.  Spring  Rice  (lately  created  lord 
Monteagle)  in  1811. 

—  In  Northumberland-street,  aged 
69,  John  Holroyd,  esq.,  formerly 
owner  of  Barcombe-place,  Sussex.  On 
the  4th  of  Ma}r,  1800,  his  majesty 
George  III.  twice  narrowly  escaped 
being  shot — in  the  morning  in  Hyde- 
park,  and  in  the  evening,  when  at 
Dniry-lane  theatre,  the  insane  Hat- 
field fired  at  his  Miyesty,  but  the 
direction  of  the  ball  was  turned  by  Mr. 
Holroyd,  who  struck  the  assassin^s  arm 
up;  for  this  act  the  deceased  was 
onered  a  pension,  which  he  refused, 
but  retained  during  the  life  of  his 
majesty  a  great  amount  of  royal 
patronage. 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS 

Class  I.  Public  Ivcome. 

II.  Public  Expenditure. 

III.  Disposition  op  Grants. 


PUBLIC  INCOME  of  the  UNITED  KINGDOM' 


.::  HEADS  OF  REVENUE. 


ORDINARY  REVENUES. 


GROSS  RECEIFT. 


Castoms    ••••....•« • • 

Excise ••... ...•••..... 

Stamps  (incl"<ling  Hackney  Coack,  and  Hawk 
era  and  Pedlars' Licenses).... .....••.. 

Taxes,  under  the  Management  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Stamps  and  Taxes  .».•..••••.., 

Post  Office ••••••. .•••.....• .,••...•< 

One  Shilling  in  the  Fooud,  and  Sixpence  in  the 
Pound  on  Pensions  ai^  Salaries,  and  Four 
SMIIings  in  the  Pound  on  Pensions  ......... 

Crown  Lands  .••••.. ••..•••.•• 

Small  Branches  of  the  Hereditary  Revenue.... 
Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Public  Offices  ...... 


TOTALS  of  Ordinary  Revenues 


15,493^10 


4    7 
14    S| 


VttjfUfmtmtM,  All»w- 

BoBBtiM  la  the 

NataMof 
Drawbadu,  kc. 


£. 


».    d. 


8i5,54i  11 
742^89    6 


4} 


7,4S8,060  17    9}!     S  15^7  3    3    1| 


3,90r;S64 
2i4€7,e]fi 

6,759 

388^649 

4/!75 

72,525 


K  11} 
14    3} 

3    S| 

6    6 

1    1 


4^178  10 
120,038  13 


21 

6 


52,979,216  la  10 


EXTRAORDINARY  RESOURCES. 

Money  received  fW>m  the  East-Tndia  Company, 
on  account  of  Retired  Pay,  Pensions,  Sec.  ol 
Iter  Majesty's  Forces  serving  in  India,  per 
Act  4  Geo.  4,  c.  71. •••.•••.•• ..••.. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  King  of  the  Belgians, 
the  Amount  repaid  into  the  Exchequer  for 
the  use  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  out  of  the 
Annuity  granted  to  Prince  Leopold. , 


Imprest  Monies,  repaid  by  sundry  Public  Ac- 
countants, and  other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public 

Money  received  from  tlie  Bank  of  England,  on 
account  of  Unclaimed  Dividends 


TOTALS  of  the  Public  Income  of  the  United 
Kingdom »•..  .«••»••.••  t 


60,000  0  0 

35,000  0  0 

126,853  7  9 

6^61  8  4 


53,207,951    9  a 


Ij929f02i  13    3 


•  •         •• 


t*         tt 


t* 


•  • 


NBTT  RBCEIFT 
«ri«htetfe»ir«*^Sw 

RBPAYMENl^ 


ftc* 


£.       «.   d, 

22.365,339  IS   6} 
14,750^1    7  11 

7,212^487  14   7| 

3>903.lQeft  13   9 
2,34^78    0   9i 


^759  19  li 

38B,l04£    3  2} 

4^A    6  G 

72,525    1  1 


51,090,^15    0  7 


•  •         •• 


60.000  0  0 

35,000  0  0 

128,853  7  9 

6,861  8  4 


1,929,021  13    3 


51,278,029  16   8 
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FOR     THE    YEAR     1839. 


Class  IV. 

V. 

VI. 


Unfunded  Debt. 
Public  Funded  Debt. 

T&ADE    AND    NaVIGATIOK. 


titim, 


FOR  THE  Year  ended  6th  January,  1839. 


TOTAL  INCOME, 
uicludiBf 
BAlANCBk. 


£.        s.    d. 

£2,962,573    0    2| 
15,826,079  13^  3i 

7,454,989    4    H 

3,962,9"    2    IJ 
2,53 J, 217  i6    9 


7,023    7  81 

479,105    4  9J 

4,575    6  6 

72,525    1  1 

52,721,029  16  6J 


60,000    0    0 


35,000    0    0 
126,853    7    9 


6,861     8    4 


iTOTAL 

PaymenU  out  of  the 

Incomp,  iu  its 
■'■       IVogrMs 
to  the  Exchequer.'  f 


£,        ».     d, 

1,599,927  10  111 
f  1,125,780  19    9J 

168,033  18    9 

254,635    7    2J 
6e6,768    3    61 


137  14    3} 
206,786  17    6 


4,042,060  il    2) 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


52,949,744  12    7il       4,042,060  11     Sf 


PAYMENTS 

into  the 
EXCHEQUER. 


£ ,      t,  d, 

20,846,246    8  2 

13,632,171    4  3i 

7,050,5&2  16  4 

3,654,818  19  3 

1,656,993  15  3 

6,831    9  3 

180,000    0  0 

4,5y5    6  6 

72,525    1  1 


BALANCES 
•na  BILLS 

Oototaading  •n ' 
5th    January,  1839. 


47,104,745   0    11 


60,000   0   0 


35,000    0    0 

126,853    7    9 

6,861    8    4 


47.338,459  16    21 


£.        t.    d. 

536,399    1  1(4 
468,127    9    <i 

236,372    9    0} 

53,486  15    7) 
187,455  17  lU 

64    4    S 
92,318    7     3J 


•  • 


•  • 


1,574,224    5    2 


tt  •• 


» • 


t« 


•  •  •• 


•  • 


1,574,224    5     2 


TOTAL 

DUcharge  of  the 

Income. 


£.       ».    d. 

22,962,578    0    S| 
15,226,079  13    3^ 

7,454,969    4    1| 

3,062,941    2    1^ 
2,531,217  16    9 


7,083  7  8i 

479,105  4  9i 

4,575  6  6 

72,585  1  1 


52,781/)29  16    6| 


60/)00  0  0 

35,000  0  0 

126,853  7  9 

6,861  8  4 


52.949.744  12    71 
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PUBLIC   EXPENDITURE 

Of  the  United  Kingdom,  exclusive  of  the  Sums  applied  to  the  Re- 
-  duction  of  the  National  Debt  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January,  1839. 


EXPENDITURE. 

Payments  out  of  the  Income  in  its  Progress  to  the 

Exchequer, 

Oiarges  of  Collection •• .•••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Other  Payments   •••••t*. ..••.. ....•• ••• 

Total  Payments  ont  of  the  Income,  in  its  progress  to  the 

Funded  Debt, 

Interest  .and  Management  of  the  Permanent  Debt  .••••••••••• 

Terminable  Annuities  ••• •••• •••• 

Total  Charge  of  the  Funded  Debt,  exclosive  of 
£7.496  4.f.,  the  Interest  on  Donations  and 
Bequests   •! • •••••••••••••• 

Unfunded  Debt, 
Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  ••.•••..  .•,•••.••••••••••••.. 

Civil  List    

Annuities  and  Pensions  for  Civil,  Naval,  Military,  and  Judicial 
Services,  charged  by  tlie  various  Acts  of  Parliament  ou 
the  Consolidated  Fund • ••» 

Salaries  and  Allowances « ..,• 

Diplomatic  Salaries  and  Pensions i.....*... 

Courts  of  Justice .....•••• ••• 

Miscellaneous  Charges  on  the  Consolidated  Fund    •••••,••..•• 

Army • •••••.•••...•••••• 

Navy  ...•.«• I... •.••.•••.•. 

Ordnance    

Miscellaneous  charges  upon  the  annual  Grants  of  Parliament  •  •  •  • 
Army^and  Ordnance  :   Insurrection  in  Canada  •••,•••, • 


£,       t.    d, 

3,450,940  ie    4^ 
591,119  18  10 


Exchequer 


24,355,314  II     S 
4,183,065    9    8 


98,539,310  -«  11 

7«0,9e8  II     7 
385,621    4    S 


6og;s44  4  S 

€13,352  1   10 

l82/>28  12    R 

791,728  3    7 A 

222,884  18    9 


6,815,641    5    S 
4,520,428    1    7 

lr%4,681 

2,792,539  10  11 
SOOfiOO 


£.       s,   d. 


4/>42/)60  11    S| 


99fi&),^aB  i«  6 


«,409,159    6    3J 


i6fiisfiBg  17  a 

|glJ20,748    6    B 
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DISPOSITION   OF  GRANTS. 

An  Account  showing  how  the  Monies  given  for  the  SERVICE  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Cheat  Britain  and  Ireland  for  the  Year 
1838,  have  been  disposed  of;  distinguished  under  their  several 
Heads;  to  5th  January  1839. 


SERVICES. 


1^  A  V  T      •••  •••  •••  ■««  •«( 


Forces 


•*•         •••         •••         •«• 


Obdnance 


•••  •••  ••• 


To  defraj  the  Expenses  (beyond  the  ordinary 
Grants  for  the  years  1837-8  aud  1838-9, 
for  Army  and  Ordnance  Services,  occasi- 
oned by  the  Insurrection  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Civil  Efttablish- 
ment  of  the  Bahama  Islands  j  to  the  3 1st 
March  1839  

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment of  the  Bermudas,  to  the  3l8t  March 
*  ty^jif  •••  ••*  s*»  •••  •• 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment of  Prince  Edward's  Island ;  to  the 
3l8t  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Charges  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ments on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa;  to 
the  31st  March  1839  

To  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Establishment  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can Provinces;  to  the  31st March  1839    ... 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Settlement  of 
Western  Australia ;  to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Establishncenl, 
and  Pensions  of  the  Indian  Department,  in 
Lower  aud  Upper  Canada;  to  the  31st 
March  1839 


••• 


To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment of  Heligoland;    to  the   Gist  March 

XvOV  ...  «•  ..•  •«»  ,«( 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment  of  St.  Helena,  and  of  Pensions  and 
Allowances  to  the  Civil  and  Military  Offi. 
cers  and  Soldiers  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's late  Establishments  in  that  Island ; 
to  the  31st  March  1839 

Vou  LXXXI. 


••• 


SUMS 
Voted  or  Granted. 


4,811,990  0  0 
6,3?2,098  8  1 
1,546,951    0    0 


500,000    0  0 

2,993    6  8 

4,449  13  4 

3,070    0  0 

9,880  15  10 

11,790  18  6 

6,149     0  6 

19,155  \%  0 

963    0  10 


16,000     0     0 

2C 


SUMS 
Paid. 


j£»  s.  d, 

3,175,000  0  0 

4,654,436  5  10 

803,741  0  0 


500,000    0  0 

1,511  10  4 

2,361     8  r 

1,567  10  0 
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SERVICES— (?ow/i//?/«/. 


To  defray  tlio  Expenses  of  the  Civil  Govcrn- 
mont  ul'  Nova  Scotia;  to  the  3l8t  llardi 

1  Oc)>'  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

To  enable  Tier  Mttjesly  to  direct  the  Payment, 
for  the  quarter  ending;  the  5lli  April  1838, 
of  tlinge  i*ciisioiiH  which  at  the  Demise  oj' 
tho  Crown  woro  charged  upon  the  Civil 
List  of  hift  late  Majesty,  or  upon  tho  Conio- 
lidaled  Fund,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  the 
second  and  third  years  of  the  roig^n  of  King 
AVilliarn  the  Fourth  

I'o  defray  tiio  Charge  of  Civil  Contingencies, 
for  the  year  1838 ..         ... 

To  defray  tho  Expense  incurred  on  account  of 
J  ler  Najesly^s  Coronation 

To  defray,  to  tho  31st  March  1839,  the  Ex- 
pcnne  of  Works  and  Repairs  of  Public 
ISuildiugii,  and  for  Furniture,  and  certain 
Charges  for  Lighting  and  Watching,  and 
for  Kates  and  Taxes,  and  for  the  Mainte- 
nance and  Repairs  of  Royal  Palaces,  and 
Works  in  the  Royal  Gardens,  heretofore 
charged  upon  tho  Civil  List  ..»         ,„ 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  Works  and  Repairs 
at  tho  Harbour  of  Kingstown  ;  to  the  31st 
March  1839  

To  defray  the  Expense  of  tho  Holyhead  and 
Liverpool  Roads,  and  Holyhead  and  Howth 
Harbours;  to  tho  3l8t  March  1839  .„ 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  New  Buildings  at  the 
British  Museum;  to  the  31st  March  J 839 

To  defray,  in  the  year  1838,  the  Expense  of 
Works  required  for  the  National  Gallery 
and  Royal  Academy  •..         ...         ,,, 

To  defray  tho  Expense  of  providing  Tempo- 
rary Accommodation  for  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, Committee-rooms,  Offices  and 
Temporary  OiTicial  Residences  for  the 
S|)eaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  and 
other  Officers  of  that  House;  to  the  31st 
March  1839  ., 

Towards  defraying,  in  the  year  1838,  the  Ex» 
pense  of  erecting  the  new  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, including  the  purchase  of  premises 
to  complete  the  Site  

To  complete  tho  Works  now  in  progress  at 
the  General  Penitentiary,  Milbank  ••• 

For  the  completion  and  fitting  and  furnishing 
the  Prison  for  Juvenile  OlTenders  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  and  for  its  Management  and  Maiii- 
tonance  ;  for  one  year         

To  defray  the  Charge  of  erecting  a  new  Cus- 
tom House  at  Dundee,  including  the  pur- 
chase of  tho  Situ 


SUMS 
Voteil  or  Qrautod. 


o£.      «.  d» 


4,900     0     0 


33,500    0    0 

120,000    0    0 

70,000    0    0 


74,986  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

4,144  0  0 

18,096  0  0 

4,378  0  0 


!•• 


•  •• 


18,394  0  0 

100,000  0  0 

3,450  0  0 

14,000  0  0 


S^OOO    0    0 


SUMS 
I'aifL 


.£.        t.    d. 


33,500  0  0 
78,671  5  U 
69,421     1  10 


9,000  0    0 

3,000  0    0 

4,144  0    0 

S,000  0   0 

4,36S  3    8 


lf,000    0    0 


8,607    0    0 


4,185     10   7 
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SERYlCES^conlinued, 


To  defray  llie  Charge  of  Salaries  and  Etpenses 
of  Ihe  (wo  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  of 
Allowances  to  Retired  Officers  of  the  two 
Houses  ;  to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  pay  the  Salaries,  Contingent  and  other  Ex- 
penses of  the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury;  to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  pay  llie  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office 
of  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department ;  to  the  31st  March,  1839 

To  pay  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  in  the  De- 
partment of  hef  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  also  of  llie 
Foreign  Messengers  attached  to  Ihe  Depart- 
ments ;  to  the  3 1 st  March  1839 

To  pay  the  Salaries  and  other  Expenses  in  the 
Department  of  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
Slate  for  the  Colonies;  to  the  31st  March 

-LOO?  •••  •••  ••• 

To  pay  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  in  the  De- 
partment of  Her  Majesty's  most  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  and  Committee  of  Privy 
Council  for  Trade;  lo  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Her 
Majesty's  Paymaster  General ;  to  the  Slst 
March  1859 

To  pay  the  Salaries  and  Contingent  Expenses 
in  the  Department  of  the  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Paymaster  of 
Civil  Services;  to  the  31st  March  1839     ... 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  theSalaries  and  Allow- 
ances granted  lo  certain  Professors  in  the 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge;  to 
31st  March  1839  

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors' 
Court,  of  their  Clerks,  and  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Court  and  Office,  and  also 
the  Expenses  attendant  upon  their  Circoits  ; 
to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  General  Peni- 
tentiary at  Milbank  ;  to  the  31st  March 
looy  ,,,  ,,,  ,, 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  Ihe  Salaries  and  other 
expenses  of  the  State  Paper  Office,  the  Office 
for  the  Custody  of  Records  in  the  Tower  and 
the  Office  for  the  Custody  of  Records, 
in  the  Chapter  House,  Westminster;  to  the 
31st  March  1839  ...  

To  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Commission  for 
digfesti ng  the  several  Statutes  relating  to 
Criminal  and  other  Law 

To  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Opportunities  of 


SUMS 
Voted  or  Granted. 


of*  s,  d* 

72,000  0  0 

48,600  0  0 

19,307  0  0 


SUMS 
Paid. 


63,092     0     0 


16,745     0     0 


25,330     0     0 


36,784     0     0 


14,404    0     0 


2,006     0     0 


12,500     0     0 
6/)00     0     0 


4,213     0     0 
5,100    0    0 

2  C  2 


aC*  S,  d* 

40,787  3  6 

33,006  15  2 

16,035  0  0 


35,000     0     0 


13,050     0    0 


16,154    7     5 


30,000     0     0 


9,912  15     0 


2,006     O    0 


7,000     0     0 


1,253     4    0 
48  12    7 
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Reli)(inus  Worship  and  Means  of  Religious 
Iiislructiun,  and  the  Pastoral  Siiperinleod- 
encc  nfTorded  to  llie  People  of  Scotland    ... 

To  defray  llie  Expenses  of  liie  Commission  fur 
inquiring  into  the  Condition  of  ibe  an- 
cmployed  Hand-loom  Weavers  ... 

To  pa^r  Salaries  and  Expenses  incnrred  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for  England ; 
to  the  31  St  March,  1839 

To  pay  to  the  31st  March,  1 839,  Salaries  and 
Incidental  Expenses  for  the  Commissions 
appointed  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty  under 
the  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  for  pre- 
venting the  illegal  Traffic  in  Slaves  ... 

To  defray  to  the  31  si  March,  1839,  the  Charge 
of  the  Salaries  of  Her  Majesty**  Consuls- 
General,  Consuls,  and  Vice-Consuls,  and  of 
the  Superintendents  of  Trade  at  Canton  ; 
also  of  the  Contingent  Expenses  oonnecled 
with  the  Public  Duties  of  such  Consuls- 
General,  Consuls,  and  Vice-Cousuls,  and 
Superintendents  of  Trade,  at  Canton         ... 

To  defray  to  the  31st  March,  1839,  the  Charge 
of  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Inspect- 
ors and  Superintendents  of  Factories,  under 
the  Act  to  regulate  the  Labour  of  Children 
and  Young  Persons  in  the  Mills  and  Factories 
of  the  United  Kingdom  ...  ... 

To  defray  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Prisons;  to  the  3 1st  March,  1839 

To  defray  the  Expenditure  of  the  several 
Branches  of  the  Mint;  to  the  31st  March, 

1007  •••  ...  •••  ... 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  Allowances  and  Com- 
pensations to  Persons  formerly  employed  in 
the  Public  Offioes  or  Departments,  or  in  the 
Public  Service;  to  the  31st  March,  1839... 

To  enable  Her  Majesty  to  grant  Relief,  to  the 
31st  March,  1839,  to  Touloiiese  and  Cor- 
sican  Emigrants,  Dutch  Naval  Officers, 
Saint  Domingo  Sufferers,  American  Loyal- 
ists, and  olhors  who  have  heretofore  received 
Allowances  from  Her  Majesty,  and  who,  for 
Services  performed  or  Losses  sustained  in 
the  British  Service,  have  special  Claims  on 
Her  Majesty *s  j  ustice  and  liberality 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  National  Vaccine 
Establishment  for  the  Year  1838 

For  the  Support  of  the  Institution  called  *'  The 
Refuge  for  the  Destitute,"  for  the  Your  1838 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  confniing  and  main- 
taining* Criminal  Lunatics  in  the  Buildings 
attached  to  Bclhlem  Hospital ;  tu  the  3l8t 
March,  1839  .••  •••  ..• 


SUMS 
Voted  or  Granted. 


4,000  0  0 
4,010  0  0 
3,500     0     0 


SU.AIS 
Paid. 


14,700     0     0 


107,993     0    0 


9,055  0  0 

6,000  0  0 

53,703  0  0 

83,912  0  0 


c^«        s,    d» 


3,700     0    0 
1,000    0    0 


10,000  10    0 


68,539  18    8 


9,500  0  0 
1,850  0  0 
3,000    0    0 


3,073    0    0 


5,720  0  9 

«,467  7  5 

40,000  0  0 

56,864  0  0 


2,500  0  0 
1,850  0  0 
3,000    0    0 
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39,  the  i]*ua1 


Tn  pay  lo  llio  3tsl  Mnrcli,  18 
AllonancBii  In  ProLaHanl  Diia 
lora  ill  Unglaiiil,  Puor  French  t<«rD|^ 
Clcr^il,  Poor  Frrnoli  ReragSB  LlitJ,  >nd 
■uiKlrj  amoll  choribhle  and  utlier  AUow- 
»iioe»  to  Uie  Poor  of  Saint  Mar  " 
FielilBBnd  DllierB  ..  

To  iornj  Ihe  Chui^DrHerHiijeitj'a  Foreitcn 
»inl  other  Seuret  I'       "  ...... 

HnroL.lSSg 

Todernjilia  Expcnnoorproriding  Stntlonerj, 
Printing,  ind   Binding  for  the  ■ersnl  De- 

Cilmsnli  of  Govemmcnl  in  BogLnd,  IrD> 
id,  ond  Soollanil,  nnd  in  llie  CnloniES,  (ml 
for  proiiding  SLstionerj,  Binding,  Printing 
Pngier,  and  Prinling  fur  tbe  two  Bobhi  of 
FsrliBinenl,  inuluding  lliu  GxponH  of  ttu> 
EsUblialiinent  of  Ibe  SUIiunoTf  OEEoe}  lo 
the  Slat  Mnroli,  1839  

To  defn;  llie  Expcnies  of  I,itw  Chari(es;  to 
IheSlitHiircli,  1S39  

Todefraj  the  Expense  ot  protidiug  for  liio 
"  n*iGt  Hulk  BslabliahtUBnt  itt  Home  and 


It  Bermuda ; 


It  Man 


Tii  dofraj  Uio  Chargo  at  mainlaiiiing  Con 
at  Nen  SirnlL  VVa1f4   and    Van  p'la 


197,796     I 
13,000     I 


lO.j.OOO     (I     0 
O.OUO     0     O 


<  for   the   Aiioiiti 


of    llie   Sta>e 


Trade ;  to  llie  31sl  March,  183'.) 

For  cleaning,  binding,  repairing,  and  indexing 
Hie  Poblio  Records  i  to  the  31>t  Harcli  1Q39 

To  enable  Her  Majesty  lo  iaiee  Money  for  llie 
eroclion  of  ScliDolbouies,  and  to  proiide  for 
llie  luepeedon  of  the  Scbooti  already  ealo- 
Llisbed  in  Aid  of  priTale  aubacriptions  Tor 
IJtat  pnrpoac,  for  l>ie  Ednealion  of  the 
Cliildren  of  iLe  Poorer  Classes  in  England  ; 
lo  the  31sl  Mareb  1839 

Til  enable  Her  Majeity  lo  iasuo  Money  for  the 
•revlion  of  School -liouiea,  in  Aid  of  Prirnle 
SnbicripLionB  for  thai  pnrpose,  for  llie  EJu- 
CBlion  of  Uie  Children  nf  Ihc  Poorer  ClaiMBa 
in  Scotland;  (a  Uie  31at  Match,  1839       ... 

To  defray,  in  llin  year  1S30,  Hie  Clwrge  of 
Salarien  and  Bx[>enoaa  of  the  ConiniiHioucrs 
for  carrying  into  executino  Iho  Poor  lair 
Amendment  A Dt 

To  pay  Hie  AllDwanoes  and  Ex|waaOB  of  the 

Voters,  under  Lbo  Ael  lo  amend  the  Rep 
wnlnlion  of  the  People  in  Eng'land  i 
Watcij  to  lh«31>tMiirch,  I8J9 


16,000     0     0 
4,200    0     0 
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To  defray,  lo  the  31  si  March,  1839,  the  Ex- 
penses incurred  by  Sherifls,  formerly  paid 
from  Civil  Contingencies ;  also,  to  make 
good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Fees  in  the  Office 
of  the  Queen's  Remembrancer,  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  lo  pay  the  Salaries  and  ancient 
Allowances  of  certain  Officers  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  

To  defray,  in  the  year  1838,  certain  Charges 
heretofore  paid  oul  of  County  Rales 

To  enable  Her  Majesty  to  grant  Relief  to  the 
distressed  Pules  now  in  this  Country         . 

To  enable  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum 
to  purchase  for  that  Institution  the  Collec 
lion  of  Etruscan  Antiquities  belonging  to 
Signor  Campanari  ...         ...         ...         .. 

Towards  defraying  the  Expense  of  Steam  Na 
vigalion  to  India,  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea; 
to  the  3lst  March,  1839 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Governors,     Lieutenant  -  Qovernors,     and 
others   in   Her   Majesty's  West  India  Colo 
nies;  to  the  31st  March  1839     ...  •• 

To  defray  to  Ihe  31st  March  1839,  the  Charge 
of  Salaries  and  Allowances  to  the  Special 
Justices  apppoinled  in  pursuance  of  the  Act 
for  the  Abolition  of  Slarery  throughout  the 
British  Colonies  ...  ...  , 

To  defray  in  the  year  18S8,  snch  Expenses  as 
Her  Majesty  may  incur  in  aiding  the  Looa] 
Legislatures  in  providing  for  the  Religious 
and  Moral  Instruction  of  the  emancipated 
Negro  Population  ...  ,„ 

For  the  Salaries  of  the  Agents  for  Emigration ; 
to  the  31st  March,  1839 

To  defray,  in  the  year  1 838,  the  Charge  of  the 
Repair  and  Maintenance  of  the  Rideau  and 
Ottawa  Canals,  in  Canada  

To  defray,  lo  llie  31st  March  1839,  Law  Ex- 
penses, Grants  to  Scollish  Universities,  and 
other  Charges,  formerly  paid  oul  of  the 
Hereditary  Revenues,  and  not  provided  for 
out  of  Her  Majesty's  Civil  List,  nor  oat  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund        

For  Ihe  Service  of  the  British  Museum;  for 
the  year  ending  Lady-day  1839      

To  enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
issue  Money  for  the  advancement  of  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  ;  to  the  3lst  March  1839  ... 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Foundling 
Hospital  in  Dublin  ;  to  the  31st  March 
looy  ••        ,,^        ,,,        ,,,        ^^^ 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  House  of  Indus- 
try in  Dublin,  the  Lunatic  Deparlinent,  audi 


£.        *.     d. 


10,800  0  0 

80,000  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

600  0  0 

50,000  0  0 

J  7,667  0  0 


SUMS 
raid. 


69,950    0    0 


30,000    0    0 
3,871  16    3 


8,600    0    0 


63,200  0  0 

S7,469  0  0 

50,000  0  0 

12,500  0  0 


£.        s.    d. 


6,494    8  8 

18,198     5  8 

8^80    0  0 

600    0  0 

31,816  17  6 

6,000    0  0 


18,565    3    8 
S,69i    3    1 


99flSO    9  6 

20>d01  15  0 

6,169  11  3 

6,808    3  0 
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lUe  Poor  General  Hospitals  attached  ;  lo  the 
3l8t  March  1839. 

To  defray  Um  Charf^  of  Ihe  Hiberuian  Ma- 
rine Sooielj  in  Dublin  ;  lo  SlslMaroh  1839 

To  defray  llie  Expense  of  Ihe  Female' Orphan 
Hoase,  Circnlar-ioad,  Dublin;  to  the  31  si 
March  1839  •••  .*•  ••• 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Westmoreland 
Look  HospiUl ;  to  the  31st  March  1839  ... 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Lyiug-in  Hospi- 
Ul in  Dublin ;  to  the  3lsl  March  1839      ... 

To  defrpy  the  Expense  of  Dr.  Slereu's 
Hospital  in  Dublin;  to  the  31st  March 
lo39  .«•  .••  ••.  ••* 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  FeTer  Hospital 
and  House  of  Recovery,  Cork-street,  Dub- 
lin ;  to  the  31st  March  1839         

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Hospital  for 
Incurables ;  to  tbe  31st  March  18S9 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
College    in    Ireland;    to    tbe  31st  March 

I-tirjJ  •*.  •«•  •••  ••• 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy;  to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Royal  Hibernian 
Academj  ;  to  llie  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  tlie  Expense  of  the  Koyal  Dublin 
Society  ;  to  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  in  Ireland  ;  lo  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Royal  Belfast 
Academical  Institution ;  to  tbe  31st  March 

XO  iJ  . ••  ••*  i.t  ..• 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  repairing  and 
mainlaiuing  the  several  Public  Buildings 
in  the  Department  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  Ireland ;  to  the  31sl 
March  1839 

To  pay  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the 
Chief  Secrelary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  in  Dublin  and  London,  and  Her 
Majesty^s  Privy  Council  Office  in  Ireland, 
and  of  Printing  for  the  Public  Offices  in 
Ireland ;  lo  the  31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Salaries  of  the 
Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and 
certain  other  Officers  and  Services  formerly 
charged  on  the  civil  list  in  Ireland  ;  to  the 
31st  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Pay- 
master of  Civil  Services  iu  Ireland;  to  the 
3l5l  March  1839 


20,000 
150 

1,000 
2,500 
1,000 


5.     d, 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


3,800 
500 

8,928 
300 
300 

5,500 

700 


SUMS 
Piiid. 


1,500     0     0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0     0 
1,800     0     0 


13,839     0     0 


22,332     0     0 


12,39'i     0     0 
3,000     0     0 


of".      s.  d, 

11 465a   0  0 

150     0  0 

•700     0  0 

3,076     3  0 

T65  19  7 

1,500     0  0 

3,984     6  3 

500    0  0 

6,696     0  0 

300     0  0 

300     0  0 

3,303  10  0 

53i  10     11 

1,239     1  7 


16,601     8    9 


J  0,3.7     9    7 
1,594    4    0 
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SUMS 
Vo^ed  or  Oranfed. 


To  defray  the  Charge  for  pablishing  Procla- 
mations and  Printing  the  Statutes  in  Ireland ; 
to  the  31sl  March,  1839 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  Non-conforming, 
Seceding  and  ]*rotestant  Dissenting  Minis- 
ters in  Ireland  j  to  the  31sl  March  1839  ... 

To  defray  the  Charge  of  Criminal  Prosecutions 
and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland ;  to  the 
31st  of  March  1839      ... 

Towards  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Public 
Offices  and  Metropolitan  Police  of  Dublin  ; 
to  the  31st  of  March  1839 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works   in   Ireland;    to    the    31st    March 

J  Ot7*7  ...  ««.  •..  •.« 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  tho  Townland  Snr. 
vey  of  Ireland;  to  the  31st  March  1839     ... 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  best  system  of  Railways  for 
Ireland  to  the  31st  March  1839 


SUMS 
Paid. 


of. 

f. 

d. 

JS.      s. 

d. 

4,150 

0 

0 

2,589  10 

4 

31,719 

0 

0 

15,859  10 

0 

66,700 

0 

0 

57,883    3 

5 

31,357 

0 

0 

22,655    5 

2 

3,206 

0 

0 

2,300    0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

7,000    0 

0 

To  pay  off  and  discharge 
any  Exchequer  Bills 
charged  on  the  Aids  or 
Supplies  of  the  Years 

1837  or  1838    

To  pay  oif  and  discharge 

any  Exchequer  Bills 
charged  on  the  Aids  or 
Supplies  of   the    year 

1838  ... 


£. 


11,413,750    0 


••• 


24,044,550    0 


for 

12,700    0 

0 

9,000 

0    0 

d. 

15,726,987  12 

0 

10,332,472 

1  11 

0 

■ 

0 

35,458,300    0 

0 

23,925,600 

0    0 

£ 

51,185,287  12 

0 

34,258,072 

1  11 
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PAYMENTS  FOR  OTHER  SERVICES, 
Not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year. 


Sums  Paid 
to  Stii  Januarj  1839. 

Estimated 

furtlier  Payments. 

Expenses  in    the    Office    of  llie  Coininis- 
soners   for  building  addilional  CliurcheS| 
per  Act  58  Ge3.] II.  c.  46    ... 

For  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  charged  on 
the  Aids  or  Supplies              ...                 ••• 

of. 

3,000 
641,370 

8,    d. 

0    0 
4  11 

£*       8.    d, 

344,065    0    0 

644,370 

4  11 

34i,065    0    0 

•  •• 

•  *• 

oes     ... 

.  *• 
•*• 

••• 

64i,370    4  11 

Total  Services  not  voted 
Amount  of  Sums  voted 

988,435    4    11 
51,185,287  12    0 

Total  Grants  and  other  Servi* 

52,173.722  16  11 

WAYS    AND    MEANS 

for  answering  the  foregoing  Services : 


Siiums  to  be  brought  from  Consolidated  Fund,  per  Act  1  Vict. 
c.  ^1            ...                  •*•                  ...  ••*  ••• 

-     -     -     -     Ditto 1  &  2  Vict.  c.  Ill 

t)ulj  on  Sugar,  per  Act  1  &  i  Vicl.  c.  33  ••.  ... 

Surplus  of  Wn^s  and  Means,  per  Act  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  Ill  ... 


Excheqncr    Bills,    voted  in    Ways   and    Means,    per  Act    1 
Vic  c.   12  ...  ...  ...  ^11,413,750 

.     -     -     -     Dillo     ...     1  VicU  c.  26  13,000,000 

•     -     -     -     Ditto     -     -     -     l6c2Vict.c.  93       11,044,560 


Total  Grants  and  other  Services  not  voted 


Surplus  of  Wajrs  and  Means 


••• 


••t 


••* 


of. 


d. 


8,000,000  0  0 

5,570,000  0  0 

3,000,000  0  0 

151,780  7  6 


16,721,780     7    6 


35,453,300     0    0 


52,180,080    7     6 
52,173,722  16  11 


6,357  10     7 
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PUBLIC 

Of  Grbat  Bbitaut  and  Iakuahd,  md  tbe 


DEBT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Debt  due  to  tlie  South  Sea?  jj^£  j 

Company   y         '    *^ 

Old  South  Sea  Annuities Do. 

Nevr  South  Sea  Annuities    Do. 

South  Sea  Annuities,  1 75 1   Do. 

Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  England   Do. 
Bank  Annuities,  created  in  1726..  Do. 

Consolidated  Annuities Do. 

Reduced  Annuities Do. 


cent 

. . . . 
• . . . 


•  • . . 

•  •  •  • 


Total  at  £,  3  per  cent. 

Annuities  ....  at  £.3  J  per  cent.  1818. 

Reduced  3^  per  cent  Annuities    

New  3J  pel  cent  Annuities   ••• •....< 

Newit.5  per  cent  Annuities   •• 


1. 
CAPITALS. 


£. 

3,662,784 

8,497,870 

2,460,830 

523,100 

11,015,100 

826,636 

357,793,205 

126,694,980 


*.  d. 
8     6i 

«  r 

2  10 
0    0 


0 
0 


0 
0 


11     3i 
3     5 


506,474,506 

10,529,678 

66,238,125 

145,841,250 

427,088 


Total,  Great  B  ritain ...... 

IN  IRELAND. 

Irish  Consolidated  £.  3  per  cent  Annuities. 
Irish  Reduced  £.  3  per  cent  Annuities  .... 

£.  S|  per  cent  Debentures  and  Stock 

Reduced  £.  Sj  per  cent  Annuities 

New  3^  per  cent  Annuitie.-^ 

Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  at  £.  4 

per  cent 

New  £.5  per  cent  Annuities    

Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  at  £,  5 

per  cent • 


Total,  Ireland. 


8    7| 

2    0 

18  II 

0    T 

13     4 


729,510,6^8     3     5| 


3,155,233  8  4 

120,368  4  9 

14,450,260  3  5 

969,533  7  3 

11,927,745  12  2 

1,615,384  12  4 

6,661  1  0 

1,015,384  12  4 


a.   CAPTTALB 
tnmltttnA  to'Ae 
JConnissioBen. 


£.        «.  d. 


1,558  $    01 
546,740  6  11 
841,206  2  8 


£.         *.  rf. 
S»0»,TU    •    6| 

8,4tr,8ro  8   T 
>,4eo,sso  «  10 

«8S,100    0  0 

11,0»,100    0  0 

tt5,0U  IB  0 

357,246,465    4  4} 

125,853,774    0  9 


1,389,498  14  7 

1,128    2  2 

26,101  14  1 

6,80»  IS  3 


1,423,534    4     1 


33,260,566     1     7 


Total,  United  Kingdom [762,771,224    5    of 


CApftALS 
UNRBDBEMBa 


505,085,001  14    0] 

10,528,549  19  10 

66,212,024     4  10 

145,834,453     7    4 

427,088  IS    4 


728,087,123  19     4| 


3,155,233  8  4 

120,363  4  9 

14,450,260  S  6 

969,533  7  S 

11,927,745  18  2 

1,615,384  12  4 

6,661  1  0 

1,015,384  12  4 


33,260,566     1     7 


1,48S,.5S4    4     1761,347,690    Oil) 


ABSTRACT. 

r*,*  Shillings  and  Pence  omitted.) 


CAPITALS. 

CAPITALS 
tnntferred    to 

the 
Commiuioners 

CAPITALS 

ANNUALCHARGE. 

nnredeemed. 

r 

DactotlM 
PuUic:Crcditor 

Maaafcaent. 

TOTAL. 

Great  Britain.. 
Ireland 

£. 

729,510,658 
33,260,566 

1,423,534 

£*. 

728,087,128 
33,260,566 

£. 

27,249,189 
1,178,164 

£. 

158,149 

£. 

Total 

762,771,224 

•1,423,534 

761,347,690 

28,427,353 

158,149 

28,583,503 

*  On  account  of  Donations  and  Bequests  •••.•••.••••i««.  ...•<.• • 253,046  10  8 

Do.  of  Stock  unclaimed  10  years  or  upwards   ......•.•..•.•..••••••••••••«•     278,387  13  5 

Do,  of  Unclaimed  Dividencu    •iiiiiiMiM««M»iMi«iM*iiMMti«iMii«f    892,ioo   -  - 

1,423,534    4  1 
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ZQ5 


FUNDED  DEBT. 

Charoe  thereupon,  at  the  5th  January,  1839. 


CHARGE. 


ilN 

IN  IRELAND. 

TOTAL 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

ANNUAL  CHARGE. 

£•        *.    d. 

£.        M.  d» 

£.       s,    d. 

("Annual   Interest    on    Unre- 

% 

deemed  Capital 

22,964,030  12     Tj 

1,171,149    8     9 

Long  Annuities,  expire  1860 

1,294,305  19  11 

191  12    3 

Annuities  per  4  Geo.  4,  c.  22, 

do. 
Annu 

1867 

585,740     0     0 

—  _ 

itiesper  10  Geo.  4, c.  24, 

Due  to  the 

and  3  Will.  4  c.  14,  expire 

v. .  Ki  i»     /      *t  various  periods   • . . 

ruwic     \    i  a?  (-  Life  Annuities  per  48 

1,499,599    4     6 

— 

Creditor. 

heN 

Geo.  3,   c.    142,    10 
Geo.  4,  c.  24,  and  S 

• 

i2. 

Will.  4.C.  14.t 

8.51,719     0     6 

-     — 

Sp  1  Tontines aud  ^English 

19,564     Q     1 

— 

2  -H     other  LifeAn-  f 
^s       nuitiesper  t 

% 

■ 

' 

V.J1I.P  Ivarioos Acts.  J  Irish., 

34,230     8     7 

6,8^3     T    3 

27,249,189     8      2^ 

1,178,164     8     3 

Manageinen 

t,  .,,,, ,...,.. •• 

158,149  19     3i 

— 

Total  Ann 

iual  CbarcCa ■«<>••■••■• 

27,407,339    .7     6 

1,178,164     8     3 

28,585,509  15    9 

t 

The  Act  10  Geo.  IV.  c.27,  which  came  into  operation  at  the  5th  July,  1829,  enacts,  That  the  Sum 
thenceforth  annually  applicable  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
shall  be  the  Sum  which  shall  appear  to  be  the  amount  of  the  whole  actual  annual  surplus  Revenue, 
beyond  the  Expenditure  of  the  said  United  Kingdom ;  And  the  following  Suins  have  been  accord- 
ingly received  by  the  Commissioners  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  uf  the  said  Debt  including  Sum* 
on  account  of  Donations  and  Bequests,  viz. : — 


ON  ACCOUNT  OF 


'    <  ■  ■ '  ■'■■» 

DonatioQs 
and  Beqiieshs. 

t    ■     II 

£'  i*  d. 

667  0     8 

8,291  T  II 

496  <;    6 

3,291  r  11 


Applicable  between 

5th  April  and  .5(h  July,  1838 •• 

.5th  July  and  1 0th  October,  1838 • 

10th  October,  1838,  and  5th  January,  1839. •• 

5th  January  and 5th  April,  1839,. •f*t« »...••••. 

£ 


7,746     S     0 

1)  II 
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LIST  OF  THE  GENERAL  ACTS 


Paesedin  the  Second   Session  of  the  Thihtei!N' 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain       '  '    ' 


Parliament  of  the 
Ireland— II.  £,-  III.  Vict. 


II  &  in  Vict. 


present  Mnjeety  for  the  more  efleDtuul 
Relief  of  tlie  deEtitute  Ponr  in  Ireland. 

II.  Ad  Act  to  ftpply  tbc  gum  of  Tivo 
Millions  to  tbe  Service  af  ibc  Year 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  nnd 
thirly-nine. 

III.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  immediate 
Diitri'uution  of  b  PorKon  of  ibe  Fund 
applicable  to  the  Relief  of  Persons 
entitled  to  certain  Arrears  of  Tithe 
CompositionB  under  an  Act  of  the  last 
SexBTon  of  Parliament,  to  abolish 
Compositiong  for  Ttthee  in  Ireland 
and  tosubstilnte  Rcnt-ciiarges  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  for  other  Purposes. 

IV.  An  Act  to  alter  the  Powers  of 
jointuring  contained  in  several  Acts 
for  purcha^ng  and  providiuit  a  Re- 
sidence and  Estates  for  the  Duke  of 
fFellington,  nnd  to  settle  certain 
Articles  lo  go  as  Heiriooms  with  the 
said  Estates. 

V.  An  Act  for  punishing;  Mutiny  and 
Desertion,  nnd  for  the  better  Pay- 
ment of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters. 

VI.  An  Act  to  apply  the  Sum  of  Eight 
Millions  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
to  Ibe  Service  of  the  Year  One  thou- 
sand eiRht  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

VII.  An  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Her 
Majesty's  Royal  Marine  Forces  while 


Vlir.  An  Act  for 


{  the  Sum  of 


thou 


nd  eight  hundred  and  thirly- 


IX.  An  Act  for  repealing  Part  of  an 
Act  of  tbe  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
intituled  ,^n  Ael  for  siapesding  until 
the  Firil  Dai/  0/  August  One  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
mid  to  Ihe  End  of  the  then  Sesiion  0/ 
Parliament,  the  Appointment  loceriain 
DignitieaandOfficeaittCalhtdTatiti^ 
you  LXXXL 


Collegiate  Churches,  and  to  Sinecure 
Rectories. 

X.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Trustees  of 
tbe  British  Museum  to  purchase  cer- 
tain Houses  and  Ground,  for  the  Eu- 
Inrgementaftbe  Museum,  and  making 
a  suitable  Access  thereto. 

XI.  An  Act  for  the  better  Protection 
of  Purchasers  against  Judgments, 
Croon  Debts,  Lis  peudens,  and  Fiala 
in  Unnkruptey. 

XII.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Tbirty-ninlh  Veer  of  King  George 
tbe  Third,  for  Ibe  more  etliiclnnl 
Suppression  of  Societies  eatabliabed 
forseditiouB  and  treasonable  Purposes, 
and  for  preventing  tressunable  and 
seditious  Practices,  and  to  put  an  {Und 
to  certain  Proceedings  now  pending 
under  Ibe  said  Act. 

XIII.  An  Act  for  extending  tbe  Copy- 
riflbt  of  Designs  for  Calico  Printiog 
to  Designs  for  Printing  other  woven 
Fabrics. 

XIV.  An  Act  for  removing  Douljts  as 
to  the  Appointment  of  a  Dean  of 
Kieler  or  of  any  other  Cathedral 
Church. 

XV.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  Execution  of  the  Office  of 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  nnd 
adjoining  to  the  District  called  The 
Sfaffordthire  Polleriei.  and  for  Pur- 
poses connected  therewith. 

XVTi  An  Act  for  impTOving  the  Prac- 
tice and  Proceedings  of  the  Conrt  of 
Pleas  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Duf 
ham  and  Sadberge, 

XVII.  An  Act  to  secure  lo  Proprietors 
ofDesigns  for  Articles  of  Manufacture 
the  Copyright  of  such  Designs  for  a 
limited  Time. 

XVIII.  An  Act  to  enable  Archbishops 
and  Bishops  to  raise  Money  on  Mort- 
gage of  tbeir  Sees,  for  the  Purpose  of 
building  and  otherwise  providing  fit 
Houses  for  their  R«aidenee. 

XIX.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Si;f  th  and  Soventb  Years  of  Hia  Ulc 
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Majesty  Kinj?  IFiUiam  the  Fourth, 
for  consolidating  the  Laws  relating  to 
the  Presentment  of  Public  Money  by 
Grand  Juries  in  Ireland^  so  as  to 
enable  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County 
of  fVaterford  to  make  Presentments 
on  account  of  tbc  Fever  Hospital  of 
the  said  Ccunty,  although  situate  in 
the  County  of  the  City  of  Waterford. 

XX.  An  Act  to  authorize  tiie  Appli- 
cation of  Part  of  the  Land  Revenues 
of  the  Crown  for  the  Erection  of 
Stables  and  Stable  Oiliccs  contiguous 
to  IVindsoY  Castle, 

XXr.  An  Act  for  granting  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty, until  the  Fifth  Day  of  July 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
certain  Duties  on  Sugar  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year  One  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine. 

XXII.  An  Act  to  enable  Justices  of 
Assize  on  their  Circuits  to  take  Inqui- 
sition of  all  Pleas  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  of  Pleas  which  shall  be 
brought  before  them  without  a  Special 
Commission  for  that  Purpose. 

XXI  [I.  An  Act  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  Laws  for  collecting  and 
securing  the  Duties  of  Excise  on 
Paper  made  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

XXIV.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Duties 
and  Drawbacks  of  Excise  on  Bricks, 
and  to  grant  other  Duties  and  Draw- 
backs in  lieu  thereof,  and  to  consoli- 
date and  amend  the  Laws  for  collecting 
and  paying  the  said  Duties  and  Draw- 
backs. 

XXV.  An  Act  to  remove  Doubts  as  to 
the  charging  certain  of  the  Duties  of 
Excise  on  Glass. 

XXVI.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
Enactment  of  certain  Laws  in  the 
Island  of  Jamaica. 

XXVII.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Pro- 
cf»edings  in  the  Borough  Courts  of 
England  and  Wales. 

XXVIII.  An  Act  for  more  equally 
assessing  and  levying  Watch  Rates  in 
certain  Boroughs. 

XXIX.  An  Act  for  the  better  Protection 
of  Parties  dealing  with  Persons  liable 
to  the  Bankrupt  Laws. 

XXX.  An  Act  for  apportioning  the 
Spiritual  Services  of  Parishes  in  which 
Two  or  more  Spiritual  Persons  have 
Cure  of  Souls  generally  throughout 
the  Parish. 

'XXX I.  An  Act  to  continue  until  the 
First  Day  of  June  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one/  and  to  the  end 


of  the  then  Session  of  Parliament,  the 
Local  Turnpike  Acts  in  England  and 
fVales  which  expire  with  this  or  the 
ensuing  Session  of  Parliament. 

XXXII.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
End  of  the  Session  of  Parliament  next 
after  the  Thirty-first  Day  of  May  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  certain  of  the  Allowances  of  the 
Duty  of  Excise  on  Soap  used  in 
Manufactures. 

XXXIIL  An  Act  to  indemnify  such 
Persons  in  the  United  Kingdom  as 
have  omitted  to  qualify  themselves 
for  Oiliccs  and  Employments,  and  for 
extending  the  Time  limited  for  those 
Purposes  respectively  until  the  Twen- 
ty-fifth Day  of  March  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty;  and  for  the 
Relief  of  Clerks  to  Attornles  and 
Solicitors  in  certain  Cases. 

XXXIV.  An  Act  to  confirm  certain 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Supreme 
Courts  of  Judicature  at  Fori  fViUiam 
and  Madras;  and  |;o  empower  the  same 
Courts,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  o{  Bombay,  to  make  Rules 
and  Orders  concerning  Pleadingii. 

XXXV.  An  Act  to  continue,  for  One 
Year,  Compositions  for  Assessed  Tax- 
es, and  to  alter  the  Period  for  the 
Expiration  of  Game  Certificates,  and 
for  granting  LAcences  to  deal  in  Game. 

XXXVI.  An  Act  to  regulate  theDuUes 
to  be  performed  by  Uie  Judges  in  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  Scotland,  and  to 
increase  the  Salaries  of  certain  of  the 
said  Judges. 

XXXVII.  An  act  to  amend,  and  extend 
until  the  First  Day  of  January  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two, 
the  Provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  First 
Year  of  Her  present  M ijesty  for  ex- 
empting certain  Bills  of  Exchange  and 
Promissory  Notes  from  the  Operation 
of  the  Laws  relating  to  Usury. 

XXXViri.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Juris- 
diction for  the  Trial  of  Election 
Petitions. 

XXXIX.  A  n  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for 
abolishing  Arrest  on  Mesne  Process  In 
Civil  Actions  except  in  Certain  Casts, 
for  extending  the  Remedies  of  Cre- 
ditors against  the  Property  of  Debtors, 
and  for  amending  the  Laws  for  the 
Relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  Bmg- 
land, 

XL.  An  Act  for  procuring  Returns  re- 
lative to  the  Highvroys  and  Turnpike 
^i»A^\ii  England  moA  fFaiet. 
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XLJ.  An  Act  for  regfulating  the  Se- 
questration of  the  Estates  of  Bank- 
rupts in  Scotland, 

XLII.  An  Act  to  improve  Prisons 
and  Prison  Disciph'ne  \n  Scotland. 

XLIII.  An  Act  to  suspend  until  the 
End  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament 
the  making  of  L^sts  and  the  Ballots 
And  Enrolments  for  the  Militia  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

XLIV.  An  Act  to  prevent,  until  the 
End  of  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, Ships  clearing  out  from  a 
British  North  American  Port  load- 
ing any  Part  of  their  Cargo  of  Timber 
upon  Deck. 

XLV.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Years  of  the  Reign 
of  His  late  Majesty  King  fVilliam 
the  Fourth  relating  to  Highways. 

XLVI.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Trus- 
tees of  Turnpike  Roads  to  reduce  the 
Scale  of  Tolls  payable  for  Over- 
weight. 

XLVII.  An  Act  for  further  improving 
the  Police  in  and  near  the  Metro- 
polis. 

XtVIH.  An  Act  to  amend  Two  Acts, 
of  the  Third  and  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Years  of  His  late  Majesty  King  Wil- 
liam the  Fourth,  for  consolidating 
and  amending  the  Laws  relative  to 
Jnrors  and  Juries  in  Ireland. 

XLIX.  An  Act  to  make  better  Pro- 
vision for  the  Assignment  of  Eccle- 
siastical Districts  to  Churches  or 
Chapels  augmented  by  the  Governors 
of  the  Bounty  of  Queen  Anne ;  and 
for  other  Purposes. 

L.  An  Act  to  extend  and  amend  the 
Provisions  of  the  Acts  for  the  Exten- 
sion and  Promotion  of  Public  Works 
in  Ireland ;  and  for  the  Recovery 
of  Public  Moneys  advanced  for  the 

.  Use  of  Counties,  Parishes,  and  other 
Districts  in  Ireland  on  the  Faith  of 
Grand  Jury  Presentments  and  Paro- 
chial Assessments. 

LI.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Payment 
and  Assignment  in  certain  Cases  of 
Pensions  granted  for  Service  in  Her 
Majesty's  Army,  Navy,  Royal  Ma- 
rines, and  Ordnance. 
LH.  An  Act  for  the  further  Regulation 
of  the  Duties  on  Postage  until  the 
Fifth  Day  of  October  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty. 
Lin.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament  for  making 
temporary  Provision  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lower  Canada, 


LIV.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  re- 
lating to  the  Custody  of  Infants. 

LV.  An  Act  to  suspend,  until  the 
First  Day  of  August  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  certain  Ca- 
thedral and  other  Ecclesiastical  Pre- 
ferments, and  the  Operation  of  the 
new  Arrangement  of  Dioceses  upon 
the  existing  Ecclesiastical  Courts. 

LVI.  An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  of 
Prisons. 

LVn.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  Six 
Months  after  the  Commencement  of 
the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  any 
Act  of  the  last  Session  cf  Parliament, 
for  authorizing  Her  Majesty  to  carry 
into  immediate  Execution  by  Or- 
ders in  Council  any  Treaties  for  the 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

LA^III.  An  Act  to  make  further  Pro- 
vision for  the  Administration  of  Jus- 
tice, and  for  improving  the  Practice 
and  Proceedinjis,  in  the  Courts  of  the 
Stannaries  of  Cornwall ;  and  for  the 
Prevention  of  Frauds  by  Workmen 
employed  in  Mines  within  the  County 
of  Cornwall, 

LIX.  An  Act  for  taking  aw^y  the  Ex- 
emption, except  in  certain  Cases,  of 
Officers  of  the  Militia  to  serve  as 
Sheriff*. 

LX.  An  Act  to  explain  and  extend  the 
Provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
First  Year  of  His  late  Majesty  King 
fVilliam  the  Fourth,  intituled  An 
Act  for  consolidating  and  amending 
the  Laws  for  facilitating  the  Payment 
of  Debts  out  of  Real  Estate, 

LXI.  An  Act  for  the  Improvement  of 
the  Navigation  of  the  River  Shan- 
non, 

LXII.  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend 
the  Acts  for  the  Commutation  of 
Tithes  in  England  and  fVales* 

LXIIl.  An  Act  to  remove  Doubts  as  to 
the  cliarging  the  Duty  of  Pxcise  on 
Hard  Soap,  until  the  Eleventh  Day 
of  October  One  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty. 

LXIV.  An  Act  to  defray  the  Charge 
of   the  Pay,  Clothing,  and  contingent 
and  other  Expences  of  the  Disem- 
bodied Militia  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ;  and  to  grant  allowances  in 
certain   Cases  to  Subaltern  Officers, 
Adjutants,  Paymasters,  Quartermas- 
ters,   Surgeons,  Assistant    Surgeo«*iff 
Surgeons  Mates,  and  Serjeants*  ^o   the 
of  the  Militia,  until  the-^^s  in  the 
of  July  One  thousand  ^^^^C!^ 
and  forty.  .^pairing  and  main- 

f)  -Jioad  from  Worksop  to 
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LXV.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Mode  of 
assessing  the  Rogue  Money  in   Scot^ 
landf   and    to   extend  the   Purposes 
of  such  Assessment. 
LXVI.  An  Act  to  reduce  certain  of  the 
Duties  now  payable  on  Stage    Car- 
riages. 
LXVI  I.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Years  of  the  Reign  of 
Kinor  Williajn  the  Fourth,  intituled 
^n  Act  to  amend  the  Law  touching 
Letters  Patent/or  Inventions. 
LXVI  1 1.  An  Act  to  continue  until  the 
Thirty-first  Day  oi  August  One  thou- 
sand eight  hundred   and    forty,    an 
Act  of  the  Fii-st  and  Second  Years  of 
her  present  Majesty,  relating  to  legal 
Proceedings  by  certain  Joint    Stock 
Banking  Companies  against  their  own 
Members,    and    by    such    Members 
against  the  Companies. 
LXIX.  A  n  Act  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  building  of  Lodgings  for  the  Judges 
of  Assize  on  their  Circuits. 
LXX.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Ninth    Year   of   King     George    the 
Fourth,  to  provide  for  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Justice  in  New  South  Wales 
and   Van  DiemevCs  Land»  and  for  the 
more  effectual  Government  thereof, 
and    for    other     Purposes    relating 
thereto ;    and  to  continue  the  same 
until    the  Thirtyfirst  Day    of  De- 
cember One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty,  and  thenceforward  to  the 
End  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament. 
LXXI.  An  Act  fur  regulating  the  Police 

Courts  in  the  Metropolis. 
LXXIl.  An  Act  for  enabling  Justices 
of  Assiz;  and  Nisi  Prius,  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  and  Gaol  Delivery,  to  hold 
Courts  for  Counties  at  large  in  ad- 
joining Counties  of  Cities  and  Towns, 
and  conversely. 
LXXIH.  An  Act  for  the  Suppression 

of  the  Slave  Trade. 
LXXIV.  An  Act  to  extend  and  render 
more  effectual  for  Five  Years  an  Act 
passed  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  his  late 
Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  to  amend 
an  Act  passed  in  the  Fiftieth  Year  of 
his  Majesty  George  the  Third,  for 
preventing   the     administering   and 
taking  unlawful  Oaths  in  Ireland* 
LXXV.  An  Act  for  the  better  Regu- 
lation of  the  Constabulary  Force  in 
Ireland. 
LXXVL  An  Act  to  restrain  the  Alien- 
ation of  Corporate  Property  in  cer- 
tain Towns  in  Ireland  until  the  First 


Day  of  September  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty. 

LXXVn.  An  Act  for  the  better  Pre- 
vention and  Pjinishment  of  Assaults 
in  Ireland  for  Five  Years. 

LXXVIII.  An  Act  to  make  further 
Provisions  relating  to  the  Police  in 
the  District  of  DuhUn  Metropolis. 

LXXIX.  An  Act  for  the  better  Pre- 
vention of  the  Sale  of  Spirits  by  anli- 
censed  Persons  in  Ireland. 

LXXX.  An  Act  to  empower  the  Com- 
missioners of  her  Majesty's  Woods, 
Forests,  Land  Revenues,  Works^  and 
Buildings  to  raise  a  sum  of  Money, 
for  making  additional  Thoroughfares 
in  the  Metropolis. 

LXXXL  An  Act  to  authorise  for  the 
Year,  and  from  thence  to  the  End  of 
the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament, 
the  Application  of  a  Portion  of  the 
Highway  Rates  to  Turnpike  Roads 
in  certain  Cases. 

LXXXIL^An  Act  for  the  better  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  in  detached 
Parts  of  Counties. 

LXXXTH.  An  Act  to  continue  the  Poor 
Law  Commission  until  the  Fourteenth 
Day  of  August  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty,  and  thence  forth 
until  the  End  of  the  then  next  Session 
of  Parliament. 

LXXXIV.  An  Act  to  amend  the  lairs 
relating  to  the  Assessment  and  Col- 
lection of  Rates  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor. 

LXXXV.  An  Act  to  enable  Justices  of 
the  Peace  in  Petty  Sessions  to  make 
Orders  for  the  Support  of  Bastard 
Children. 

LXXX VI.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
passed  in  the  Session  holden  in  the 
Sixth  Year  of  His  late  Majesty  King 
William  the  Fourth,  for  amending  the 
laws  relating  to  Bankrupts  in  Irelamd, 

LXXXVIL  An  Act  for  improving  the 
Police  in  Manchester  for  Two  Years, 
and  from  thence  until  the  End  of  Uie 
then  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

LXXXVin.  An  Act  for  improving  the 
Police  in  Birmingham,  for  Two  Years, 
and  from  thence  until  the  End  of  the 
then  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

LXXXIX.  An  Act  to  apply  a  Sum  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  the 
Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  the 
Service  of  the  Year  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  to 
appropriate  the  Supplies  granted  in 
this  Session  of  Parliament. 

XC.   An  Act  for  raising  the  Som   of 
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Twelve  millions  twenty-six  thousand 
and  fifty  Pounds  by  Exchequer  Bills, 
for  the  Service  of  the  Year  One  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

XCI.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the  First 
Day  of  January  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one,  an  Act  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament  relating  to 
the  Bank  of  Ireland, 

XCI  I.  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an 
Act  of  the  First  and  Second  Years  of 
Her  present  Majesty,  so  far  as  relates 
to  Fines  and  Penalties  levied  under 
the  Revenue  Laws  in  Ireland* 

XCIII.  An  Act  for  the  Establishment 
of  County  and  District  Constables  by 
the  Authority  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

XCIV.  An  Act  to  exempt  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant  to  the  Heirs  of  John 
Duke  of  Marlborough  from  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Duty  of  One  Shilling  and 
Sixpence  in  the  Pound. 

XCV.  An  Act  for  improving  the  Police 
in  Bolton  for  Two  Year^,  and  from 
thence  until  the  End  of  the  then  next 
Session  of  Parliament. 

XCVI.  An  Act  to  authorize  Her  Majes- 
ty, until  Six  Months  after  tlie  com- 
mencement of  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament,  to  carry  into  effect  a 
Convention  between  Her  Majesty  and 
the  King  of  the  French  relative  to  the 
Fisheries  on  the  Coasts  of  the  British 
Islands  and  of  France. 

XCVH.  An  Act  for  funding  Exchequer 
Bills. 


LOCAL    AND    PERSONAL 
ACTS, 

Declared  Public ,  and  to  he 
judicially  noticed, 

I.  A  N  Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts 
XJl  relating  to  tht  Preston  and  Wyre 
Railway  and  Harbour  Company. 

ii.  An  Act  for  effecting  Improvements 
in  the  Streets  and  other  Places  within 
and  contiguous  to  the  Town  of  Man- 
Chester. 

ill.  An  Act  for  incorporating  "  The 
Preston  Gas  Light  Company,*'  and  for 


better  lighting  with  Gas  or  other-  • 
wise  the   Parliamentary  Borough  of 
Preston,    and    the    Townships    and 
Places    therein    mentioned,    in    the 
County  of  Lancaster, 

iv.  An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road  from 
Epsom  to  Tooting,  and  other  Roads 
communicating  therewith,  all  in  the 
county  of  Surrey, 

V.    An  Act  for  enabling  the   General 
'  Cemetery  Company  to  raise  a  further 
Sum  of  Money;  and  for  amending  the 
Act  relating  to  the  said  Cemetery, 

vi.  An  Act  for  the  better  lighting  and 
supplying  the  Borough  of  Newark  in 
the  County  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
Neighbourhood  thereof,  with  Gas. 

vii.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  Gas  the 
Town  of  Holmjirth  and  the  Neigh- 
bourhood thereof,  in  the  West  Riding 
of  the  County  of  York, 

viii.  An  Act  for  providing  a  Market 
Place,  and  for  regulating  the  Mar- 
kets and  Fairs,  in  the  Town  and 
Borough  of  Bury  in  the  County  Pa- 
latine of  Lancaster, 

ix.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  of  King  George 
the  Fourth,  for  building  a  new  Gaol 
for  the  Town  of  Cambridge^  and  for 
making  further  Provision  for  Pay- 
ment of  Creditors  under  the  said 
Act: 

x.  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Drain- 
age of  certain  Lands  called  the  Fen 
and  Dales  of  Timberland  and  Tim^ 
berland  Thorp j  in  the  Parish  of 
Timberlatid  in  the  County  of  Lin* 
coin, 

xi.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Rhymney 
Iron  Company  to  erect  and  endow  a 
Church,  in  the  Parish  of  Bedwelty 
in  the  County  of  Monmouth, 

xii.  An  Act  for  making  a  Turnpike 
Road  from  the  Town  of  Redruth  in 
the  County  of  Cornwall  to  and  through 
the  Village  of  Hayle  in  the  Parish 
of  Philtack  in  the  same  County. 

xiii.  An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road 
from  Cotton  End  near  the  Town  of 
Northampton  to  Netvport  Pagnel  in 
the  County  of  Buckingham, 

xiv.  An  Act  to  extend,  alter,  and 
amend  the  Powers  and  Provisions  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  Seventh  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
George  the  Fourth,  relating  to  the 
New  Cross  Turnpike  Roads  in  the 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Surrey 

XV.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  main- 
taining the  Road  from   Worksop  to 
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the  Turnpike  Road  at  Kelham,  and 
from  Debdale  Hill  to  the  Great  North- 
ern Road  at  South  Muskham,  in  the 
County  of  Nottingham. 

xvi.  An  Act  for  extending,  improving, 
rei^ulating,  and  managing  the  Har- 
bour of  tlje  Koyal  Burgh  oi  Aberbroth' 
v'ick  in  the  County  o'^  Furfur » 

xvii.  An  Act  for  discharging  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Manor  of  Leeds  in  the 
To.vnship  and  Parish  of  Leeds  in  the 
County  of  York  from  the  Custom  of 
grinding  Corn,  Grain,  and  Malt  at 
certain  Water  Cora-mills  in  the  said 
Manor;  and  for  making  Compensa- 
tion to  the  Proprietor  of  the  said 
Mills. 

xviii*  An  Act  to  amend  and  enlarge 
tlic  Powers  and  Provisions  of  the  se- 
verdl  Acts  relating  to  the  London?LX\ii 
CroyduH  Railway, 

xix.  An  Act  for  granting  further  Powers 
to  tlie  London  and  Greenwich  Railway 
Company. 

XX.  An  Act  for  more  efFecttially  re- 
pairing and  maintaining  the  Road 
from  PaWrouk  Bridge  in  the  Parish 
of  Cnllompton  to  TIazrl- Stone  in  the 
Parish  of  Broadclistf  all  in  the  County 
of  Devon, 

xxi.  An  Act  to  alter,  amend,  and  en- 
large the  Powers  and  Provisions  of 
Two  several  Acts,  of  the  Eleventli 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George 
the  Fourth  and  First  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth, 
and  Fourth  and  Fifth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth, 
for  improving  the  Port  and  Harbour 
of  Perthy  and  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Tay  to  the  said  City. 

xxii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re- 
pairing and  improving  the  Road  from 
Wear  mouth  Bridge  to  Tyne  Bridge, 
with  a  Branch  from  the  said  Road 
to  the  Town  of  South  Shields  all  in 
the  County  of  Durham. 

xxiii.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  main- 
taining the  Road  from  the  Town  of 
Rugby  to  the  Boroufijh  of  Waricick, 
all  in  the  County  of  Warwick, 

xxiv.  An  Act  to  consolidate,  amend, 
cnlari;e,  and  extend  the  Powers  and 
Provisions  of  Two  Acts  of  King  George 
the  Third,  for  better  supplying  the 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Rochdale 
with  Water. 

XXV,  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Chelten- 
ham Waterworks  Company  to  enlarge 
and  extend  their  Works,  and  for 
amending  the  Ace  relating  thereto. 


xxvi.  An  Act  for  etiabling  the  Com- 
paoj  of  Proprietors  of  the  Hereford" 
shire  and  Gloucestershire  Canal  tfavi- 
gation  to  raise  a  further  Sum  of  Moaey, 
and  for  amending  the  Acts  relatiog 
thereto. 

xxvii.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  re- 
lating to  "  The  Great  Western 
Railway ;''  and  to  raise  a  further  Sam 
of  Money  for  the  purposes  of  the 
said  Undertaking. 

xxviii.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act<  re- 
lating to  the  Lotidon  and  Sauthamp' 
tofi  Railway  Company,  hereafter  to  be 
called  "  The  London  and  South-west- 
ernRailway  Company,"  and  to  make 
a  Branch  Railway  to  the  Port  of 
Portsmouth, 

xxix.  An  Act  for  repairing,  improving, 
and  maintaining  the  Roads  from 
Clitheroe,  through  Whalley,  to  Black' 
bum  and  Mellor  Brook  in  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lanctister,  and  for  ma- 
king a  new  Piece  of  Road  to  com- 
municate therewith. 

XXX.  An  Act  for  making  a  Tampike 
Road  from  Morville  to  Shipton^  with 
a  Branch  to  Brockton,  and  another 
Branch  from  Brockton  to  Basihope't 
Cross,  all  in  the  County  of  Salop, 

xxxi.  An  Act  for  repairing,  improving, 
and  maintaining  the  Roaos  from 
Bttryy  through  Uaslingden,  to  Btack- 
burn  and  Whalley,  and  other  Roads 
communicating  therewith,  in  the 
County  Palatine  of  Lancaster, 

xxxii.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  main- 
taining the  Road  from  Leeds,  through 
Harewood,  to  the  South-west  Corner 
of  the  Inclosures  of  Harrogate  in  the 
\Vest  Riding  of  the  County  of  York, 

xxxiii.  An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road 
from  Dover  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
through  Deal,  to  Sandwich  in  the  said 
County. 

xxxiv.  An  Act  to  enable  the  General 
Commissioners  for  Drainage  by  the 
River  Withan  in  the  County  of  Xin- 
coln  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  Name 
or  Names  of  any  one  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners or  of  their  Clerk  or  Clerks 
for  the  Time  being. 

XXXV.  An  Act  for  making  and  maintain- 
ing certain  Reservoirs  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Risworth  in  the  Parish  of 
Halifax  in  the  West  Riding  of  the 
County  of  York. 

xxxvi.  An  Act  for  more  effectaally 
repairing,  improving,  and  maintain* 
ing  the  Harbour  oiBjfemouth  in  the 
County  of  Berwick* 
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xxxtrit.  An  Act  fbr  grantihg  further 
Powers  to  the  Company  of  Proprietors 
of  the  Pattett  Navigation. 

xxxviiij  An  Act  for  better  lighting  with 
Gas  thfe  Tbirh  of  Brighton,  and  the 
Mretal  Places  therein  mentidhed,  in 
the  Gourtty  of  Sussex. 

xtxixi  An  Act  to  enable  the  Lofi- 
don  and  BirrAifigham  Railway  Com- 
pfttiy  to  raise  a  further  Sum  of 
Money. 

xl.  Aft  Act  for  amending  and  enlarging 
thfe  Provisions  Of  the  several  Acts 
relating  to  the  Great  North  of  Bng^ 
land  Railway  Company,  and  for 
other  Purposes  relating  thereto. 

tVi,  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Liverpool 
lihd  Manchester  Railway  Compatiy  to 
«Xtend  theLiritf  ofthe  said  Railv^ay, 
and  for  amending  and  enlarging  the 
Pof^fers  and  Provisions  of  the  several 
Acts  relating  to  such  Railway. 

xlii.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  rela- 
ting to  the  South-eastern  Railway. 

iliii.  An  Act  for  more  eifectually  paving 
the  Streets  of  the  City  of  Perth  ; 
for  the  better  lighting,  watching,  and 
cleansing  the  said  City  and  Suburbs 
thereof;  for  maintaining  arid  regu- 
lating the  Police  of  the  same,  and 
fot  Other  Purposes  relating  thereto. 

xliv.  An  Act  for  establishing  an  ef- 
fective Police  in  Places  within  or 
adjoining  to  the  District  called  the 
Staffordshire  Potteries,  and  for  im- 
proving and  cleansing  the  same, 
and  better  lighting  Parts  thereof. 

XlV.  An  Act  for  repairing  several  Roads 
leading  to  the  Towns  of  Basingstoke^ 
Odiham^  and  Alton,  in  the  County 
of  Southampton,  and  for  making  se- 
veral Deviations  in  th6  Line  of  the 
said  Roads. 

xlvi.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed 
in  the  Sixth  Year  of  His  late  Ma- 
jesty King  William  the  Fourth,  for 
making  a  Turnpike  Road  from  Saint 
Leonard*s  and  Saint  Mary  Magdalen 
to  the  Royal  Oak  Inn  at  Whatlington, 
and  through  Sedlescomb  to  Cripp*s 
Corner,  in  the  Parish  oi  Ew hurst ^  in 
the  County  of  Sussex, 

xlvii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re- 
pairing and  improving  the  Road 
from  Edenjield  Chapel  to  Little  Bol' 
ton,  and  certain  Branch  Roads  con- 
nected therewith,  all  in  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster, 

xlviii.  An  Act  for  building  a  Bridge 
over  the  River  Leven,  in  the  County 
of  Fi/e,  and  otherwise  improving  the 


Road  from  Boreland  Loan  to  Sconie 
Bridge, 

xlix.  An  Act  for  making  and  repair- 
ing several  Roads  leading  to  and  from 
the  Town  of  Sotithmoiton^  in  the 
County  of  Devon, 

I.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  main- 
taining and  repairing  th6  Road  leading 
from  the  West  Side  of  the  Entry  to 
the  New  or  Jamaica  Street  Bridge 
of  Glasgow,  by  or  near  PdrkhaUse, 
to  the  East  End  of  the  Bridge  at 
Renfrew, 

li.  An  Act  to  alter,  amend,  aftd  en- 
large the  Powers  and  Provisions  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  Seventh  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  His  Maiesty  King 
William  the  Fourth,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  making  and  maintaining  a 
Railway  or  Railways  frotn  the  City  of 
Edinburgh  to  Leith,  and  to  the  Shore 
of  the  Frith  of  Forth  at  or  near  to 
Newhaven  and  Trinity,  all  in  the 
County  of  Edihburgh  ;  and  to  alter 
and  vary  the  Lines  arid  Levels  of  the 
Railways  thereby  authorized  to  be 
made  J  and  for  other  Purposes  rela- 
ting to  the  said  Undertaking. 

Hi.  An  Act  for  dissolving  the  Ctoydofii 
Merstham,  and  Godstone  Iron  Railway 
Company, 

liii.  An  Act  to  alter  the  Line  of  the 
North  Midland  Railway,  and  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  thereto. 

liv.  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts 
relating  to  the  Preston  and  Wyre 
Railway  and  Harbour  Company  and 
the  Preston  and  ^yre  Dock  Com- 
pany, and  to  consolidate  the  said 
Companies. 

1 V.  An  Act  for  extending  and  for  altering 
the  Line  of  the  Manchester  and  Leeds 
Railway,  and  for  making  Branches 
therefrom;  and  for  amending  the 
Acts  relating  thereto. 

Ivi.  An  Act  for  extending  and  for  alter- 
ing the  Line  of  the  Bristol  And  GlouceS' 
tershire  Railway,  and  for  amending 
the  Acts  relating  thereto, 

Ivii.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  SlamaHnan 
Railway  Company  to  raise  a  further 
Sum  of  Money. 

Iviii.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Wishaw  nnd 
CoUness  Railway  Company  to  raise 
a  further  Sum  of  Money;  and  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  said 
Undertaking. 

lix.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Ballochney 
Railway  Company  to  raise  a  further 
Sum  of  Money;  and  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating   to  the  said  Undertaking* 
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Ix.  An  Act  for  making  Wet  Docks 
and  other  Works  at  and  near  to  Jar* 
row  Slake  within  the  Port  of  New' 
castle  upon  Tyiie,  and  in  the  County 
o^ Durham,  to  be  called  "The  Tyne 
Docks." 

Ixi.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Com- 
pany of  Proprietors  of  the  Birming' 
ham  Canal  Navigations  to  make  a 
new  Cut;  and  for  extending  and 
altering  some  of  the  Provisions  of 
their  present  Act. 

]xii.  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
Act  passed  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  His  Majesty  King 
George  the  First,  for  repairing  the 
Walls,  Gates,  and  other  public 
Works  in  the  City  of  Norwich,  and 
several  Bridges  in  and  near  the 
said  City,  and  for  amending  the 
Roads  therein  mentioned,  as  relates 
to  the  Application  of  the  Tolls  and 
Duties  thereby  authorized  to  be 
raised  ;  and  to  provide  a  new  Mode  of 
Application  thereof. 

Ixiii.  An  Act  for  paving,  lighting, 
watching,  and  improving  the  Town  of 
Bradford,  in  the  County  of  Wilts, 

Ixiv.  An  Act  for  erecting,  establishing, 
and  maintaining  a  new  Market  in  the 
City  of  Aberdeen,  and  for  providing 
suitable  Approaches  thereto. 

Ixv.  An  Act  for  further  improving  and 
maintaining  the  Harbour  of  the 
Burgh  of  Regality  of  Fraserburgh  in 
the  County  of  Aberdeen. 

Ixvi.  An  Act  for  forming  a  Canal  and 
other  Works  within  and  near  certain 
Lands  called  the  West  Croft,  in  the 
Parish  of  Saint  Mary,  in  the  Town 
and  County  of  the  Town  of  Notting' 
ham* 

Jxvii.  An  Act  for  building  a  new  Gaol 
for  the  Liberty  or  Soke  of  Peter- 
horough  and  Hundred  of  Nassalburgh, 
in  the  County  of  Northampton,  and 
for  other  Purposes  connected  there- 
with. 

Ixviii.  An  Act  for  amending  and  en- 
larging the  Powers  of  Acts  for  esta- 
blishing a  floating  Bridge  over  the 
River  Itchen,  near  the  Town  of 
Southampton. 

Ixix.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Manchester 
and  Birmingham  Railway  Company 
to  vary  and  extend  the  Line  of  their 
Railway ;  and  to  amend  the  Act  re- 
lating thereto. 

Ixx.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Monkland 
and  Kirkintilloch  Railway  Company 
to  raise  a  further  Sum  of  Money  ;  ftnd 


to  amend  the  Acts  relatinS  to  the  said 
Undertaking. 

Ixxi.  An  Act  for  incorporaUng  certaio 
Persons  for  the  making  and  maintain- 
ing a  Railway  from  the  Township  of 
Ctook  and  Billif  Bow  to  the  Bgers 
Grten  Branch  of  the  Clarence  Rail- 
way, in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Andrew 
Auckland,  all  in  the  County  of  Dur- 
ham,  to  be  called  «  The  West  Durham 
Railway." 

Ixxii.  An  Act  for  enlarging  the  Town 
Quay  of  the  Borough  of  Portsmouth, 
and  for  improving  that  Portion  of  the 
Harbour  of  Portsmouth  called  The 
Camber, 

Ixxiii.  AnAct  for  the  Improvement  of 
the  Navigation  of  the  River  Mog^,  in 
the  Counties  of  Mayo  and  SUgo,  in 
Ireland. 

Ixxiv.  An  Act  to  enahle  the  Newport 
Dock  Company  to  raise  a  farther  Sum 
of  Money. 

Ixxv.  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
Powers  and  Provisions  of  an  Act  of 
the  Fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  for 
making  and  maintaining  a  Pier  and 
other  Works  at  Deptford,  in  the 
County  of  Kent, 

Ixxvi.  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
Powers  and  Provisions  of  an  Act  for 
making  a  Railway  from  the  London 
and  Greentoich  Railway  to  the  Datt- 
ford  Pier,  to  be  called  «« The,Depi^ 
Pier  Junction  Railway.*' 

Ixxvii.  An  Act  to  amend  and  extend 
the  Powers  of  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  Railway  Act. 

Ixxviii.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  Railway  Company  ts 
alter  the  Line  oC  their  Railway  by 
forming  a  Junction  with  the  Eastern 
Counties  Railway;  and  to  provide 
a  Station  and  other  Works  at  Skore" 
ditch ,  and  to  amend  the  Act  rdating 
to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Rail- 
way. 

Ixxix.  An  Act  to  alter  and  divert  the 
Line  of  the  South-eastern  JEtailway 
from  a  Point  thereon  in  the  Parish 
of  Chiddingstone,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  so  as  to  join  the  London  and 
Brighton  Railway  at  or  near  Redstone 
Hilly  in  the  Parish  of  Reigatey  in  the 
County  of  Surrey, 

Ixxx.  An  Act  for  better  lighting  with 
Gas  the  Village  of  Ooer  Darwen,  in 
the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster* 

Ixxxi,  An  Act  for  nudntaining  and 
regulating  the  Market   in  the  Fuiih 
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of  Sidmouthy    in    the    County    of 
Devon. 

Ixxxii.  An  Act  for  extending  and  en- 
larging an  Act  passed  in  the  Seventh 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty 
King  WiUiam  the  Fourth,  for  making 
and  maintaining  a  Turnpike  Road 
from  Anniesland  Toll  Bar^  in  the 
County  of  Lanark;  and  for  making 
and  maintaining  another  Branch 
Road,  to  be  called  Saint  George*s 
Road,  in  connexion  with  the  said 
Road. 

Ixxxii i.  An  Act  for  forming  and  es- 
tablishing "  The  London  Patent  White 
Lead  Company;''  and  to  enable  the 
said  Company  to  purchase  certain 
Letters  Patent. 

Ixxxiv.  An  Act  for-  forming  and  regu- 
lating a  Company,  to  be  called  *'  The 
General  Filtration  and  Dye  Extract 
Company;'*  and  to  enable  the  said 
Company  to  purchase  certain  Letters 
Patent. 

Ixxxv.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts  and 
Damages  within  the  Honour  o(  Ponte- 
/ract,  jParcel  of  Her  Majesty's  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
the  County  of  York;  and  for  altering 
the  Practice  and  extending  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Court  Baron  of  the  said 
Honor. 

Ixxxvi.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  of  Aherfwd  and 
other  Places  in  the  West  Riding  of 
the  County  of  York, 

Ixxxvii.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  of  Rotherham  and 
other  Places  in  the  West  Riding  of  the 
County  of  York, 

Ixxxviii.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
8]>eedy  Recovery  of  small  Debts 
within  the  Town  and  Manor  of 
Glossop,  and  other  Places  in  the  Pa- 
rish of  Gloseopy  in  the  County  of 
Derby, 

Ixxxix.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  or  Borough  of  Grant- 
ham, in  the  County  of  Lincoifi,  and 
other  Places  in  the  Counties  of  Lin- 
coln and  Leicester. 

xc.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  of  Rochdale,  and 
other  Places  in  the  County  Palatine 
of  Lancaster. 

xci«   An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 


speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  of  Warrington,  and 
several  other  Places  adjacent  thereto, 
in  the  Counties  of  Lancaster  and 
Chester, 

xcii.  An  Act  for  altering,  amending, 
consolidating,  and  enlarging  the  Pro- 
visions of  certain  Acts  relating  to  tbe 
Regulation  of  Buildings  in  the 
Borough  of  Liverpool, 

xciii.  An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating 
a  Company  to  be  called  "  The  Ship 
Propeller  Company;"  and  to  enable 
the  said  Company  to  purchase  cer- 
tain Letters  Patent. 

xciv.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Police 
in  the  City  of  London, 

xcv.  An  Act  for  extending  the  Line  of 
the  Railway  between  London  and 
Blackwall,  called  "  The  Commercial 
Railway,''  and  for  amending  the  Acts 
relating  thereto. 

xcvi.  An  Act  for  establishing  a  general 
Cemetery  for  the  Interment  of  the 
Dead  in  the  Parish  of  Brighton,  in 
the  County  of  Sussex, 

xcvii.  An  Act  for  the  more  speedy  Re- 
covery of  Small  Debts  within  the 
Manor  of  Hatfield,  and  other  Places 
in  the  West  Riding  of  the  County  of 
York, 

xcviii.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts  with- 
in the  Town  of  Belper,  and  several 
other  Places  in  the  County  oi Derby, 

xcix.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts  with- 
in the  Borough  of  Newark,  and  other 
Places  in  the  Counties  of  Nottingham 
and  Lincoln. 

c.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  Recovery 
of  Small  Debts  within  the  Parishes  of 
Prestwich-cum- Oldham  and  Middle* 
ton-,  in  tbe  County  of  Lancaster, 

ci.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy 
Recovery  of  Small  Debts  within  the 
Town  of  jBtfry,'and  other  Places  there- 
in mentioned  in  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster, 

cii.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts  with- 
in the  Parish  of  Wirksworth,  and 
other  Parishes  and  Places  adjacent 
or  near  thereto,  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties of  DerAy  and  Stcfford, 

ciii.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Parish  of  Eckington,  and 
other  Places  in  the  County  of  Derby, 

civ.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy   Recovery   of  Small    Del 
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within  the  Borough  and  Parish  of 
CAesierfieidf  and  other  Parishes  and 
Places  adjacent  or  near  thereto,  in 
the  Coonty  of  Derby. 

cv.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Town  and  County  of  the 
Town  of  Nottingham,  and  other  Places 
therein  mentioned,  in  the  Counties  of 
Nottingham  and  Derby 

cvi.  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
within  the  Parishes  of  Hali/aa,  Brad' 
/(frd,  Keighhiyy  Bingiey,  Guiseley, 
Colverleyy  Batley,  Birstal,  Mirjteld, 
Hartisheod'cum-  CUfion,  Almondbtjiry ^ 
Kirkheatoriy  Kirkburton,  and  Hiid- 
dersjield,  and  the  Lordship  or  Liberty 
of  Tong,  in  the  County  of  York. 

cvii.  An  Act  for  further  extending  the 
Approaches  to  London  Bridge,  and 
amending  the  Acts  relating  thereto. 


PRIVATE  ACTS, 

PRINTED. 

i.  A  N  Act  for  inclosing  certain  Open 
Jl\.  andCommon  Downs  of  Sheepwalks 
within  the  several  Ti things  of  Oxefi- 
bourn  and  Ramsdean  in  the  Parish 
and  Manor  oiEastmeon  in  the  County 
of  Soutkajnpton. 

ii.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Hononr  or  Lordship  of  Chirk  and 
Chirk  Land  in  the  several  Parishes 
of  Llangollen  and  Llainsaint  fraid 
Glyn  Ceiriog  in  the  County  of  Den- 
bigh. 

iii.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Stow  cum  Quy  in  the  County 
of  Cambridge. 

iv.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Moulton  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

V.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Fretherne  and  Saul  in  the 
County  of  Gloucester. 

VI,  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Melboum  in  the  County  of 
Cambridge, 

vi\.  An  Act  for  the  Sale  of  the  Advow- 

son  of  the  Vicarage  of  Tetbury  in  the 

County  of  Glottcester. 
yiii.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 

Parish  of  Berkeley  in  the  County  of 

Gloucester* 


ix.  An  Act  for  incloeiil|^  Lands  til  the 
Manor  and  Township  of  Totiey  Itt  the 
Parish  of  Dnrnfleld  in  the  Coanty  of 
Derby. 

X.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Landi  in  the 
Manor  of  Unstone  in  the  Hirlsh  of 
Dronfleld  in  the  Coanty  of  DerBy, 

xi.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Ringstead  in  the  Coanty  of 
Northampton* 

xii.  An  Act  for  indosing  Lands  id  tlie 
Parish  of  Barton  in  the  Coontjr  of 
Cambridge. 

xiii.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Borough  or  Township  of  CAm  in  the 
Parish  of  Clun  in  the  County  of  Satop. 

xiv.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Comberton  in  the  Coatity  of 
Cambridge, 

XV.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Bampton  in  the  Coanty  of 
Cambridge, 

xvi.  An  Act  to  enahle  Jom  MmUm  to 
grant  Building  and  Repairing  Leases 
of  Estates  in  the  Parish  of  Jjlon- 
Juxta-Birmingham  in  the  Coanty  of 
fFarvjick  devised  by  the  Will  of  the 
late  fFriothesly  Digby,  Esquire ;  and 
also  to  alter  and  amend  the  Power  of 
leasing  contained  in  the  Marriage  Setp 
tlement  of  Charles  fVriotkesty  Digby 
Esquire. 

xvii.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Tnntees 
of  the  Estates  devised  by  mUkm 
Hulme,  Esquire,  to  appropriate  cer- 
tain Parts  of  the  accumulated  Fund 
arising  from  the  said  Estates  towards 
the  Endowment  of  Beneficed,  the 
huilding  of  Churches,  and  fi>r  other 
Purposes. 

xviii.  An  Act  for  vesting  certain  Here- 
ditaments situate  in  the  P&rish  of 
Ihypool  within  the  Borough  oiKmg' 
ston-ttpon-Hull,  and  in  the  Parish  of 
Sutton  in  the  East  Riding  of  the 
County  of  York  respectively,  late  the 
Property  of  Robert  Raikes,  Esqoire, 
deceased,  in  Trustees,  upon  Trost  to 
be  sold,  and  for  laying  out  the  Money 
arising  therefrom  in  the  PurcbMO  of 
other  Estates,  to  be  settled  to  the 
same  Uses. 

xix.  An  Act  for  giving  eflect  to  certain 
Powers  as  to  Parts  of  the  Settled 
Estates  of  the  Most  Noble  JUehard 
Plantagenet,  Duke  of  Buckinghsm 
and  Chandos, 

XX.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Mayor  and 
Commonalty  and  Citicens  of  the  City 
of  London,  to  let  and  sell  Parcels  A 
Ground  in  SmtU  Q99Tg^%  FMd9  near 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


411 


J^ethlekem  Hospital, tothe Governors 
of  the  said  Hospital. 

xxi.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Keepers 
and  Governors  of  the  Possessions,  Re- 
venues, and  Goods  of  the  Free  Gram- 
mar School  of  Joh?i  Lyon  within  the 
Town  of  Harrow  on  the  Hilly  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex^  to  grant  im- 
proving Leases  of  their  Estates  at 
Harrow  and  Bamet,  and  for  other 
Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

xxii.  An  Act  for  explaining  and  amend- 
ino:  an  Act  made  and  passed  in  the 
Fifty-ninth  Year  of  His  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third,  intituled  An  Act 
for  vesting  the  Manor  of  Oram,  and 
certain  Messuages,  Lands,  Tenements, 
and  Hereditaments  in  the  County  of 
Sussex,  Part  of  the  Settled  Estates  by 
the  fVill  of  Samuel  Blunt,  Esquire, 
deceased,  in  Trustees,  to  he  sold ;  and 
for  vesting  the  Money  arising  from 
such  Sale  in  the  Purchase  of  other 
Estates,  to  be  settled  to  the  sa?ne 
Uses. 

xxiii.  An  Act  for  vesting  certain  Parts 
of  the  devised  Estates  of  Hannah 
Gilpin  Sharp,  Widow,  deceased,  in 
Trustees,  in  Trust,  to  be  sold  or 
demised,  for  the  Purposes  therein 
mentioned.  ^ 

xxiv.  An  Act*  for  vesting  certain  Parts 
of  the  Entailed  Estate  of  Ladykirk 
in  Trustees,  to  be  sold,  for  Payment 
of  the  Debts  affecting  the  same,  and 
for  other  Purposes  therewith  con- 
nected. 

XXV.  An  Act  for  authorizing  the  grant- 
ing of  Leases  of  Part  of  the  Estates  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  devised  by  the 
Will  of  the  Right  Honourable  Edward^ 
Earl  of  Damley^  deceased. 

xxvi.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  granting 
of  Mining  and  Building  Leases  and 
Conveyances  of  Parts  of  the  Estates, 
devised  by  the  Will  of  James  Alex- 
ander Hodsmi,  Esquire,  deceased,  sub- 
ject to  the  Trusts  of  such  Will. 

xxvii.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Mayor  and 
Commonalty  and  Citizens  of  the  City 
of  LoTulon  to  sell  building  Ground  in 
Saint  George^s  Fields, 

xxviii.  An  Act  for  inclosing  certain 
Lands  called  the  fVest  Croft  and 
Burton  Leys,  in  the  Parish  of  Saint 
Mary  in  the  Town  and  County  of  the 
Town  at  Nottingham, 

xxix.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in  the 
Parishes  of  West  Beckham  and  Alby 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk. 

xxx«  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lands  in 


the  M^tnor  of  AlmswoVthy  in  the 
Parish  of  Exfwd  in  the  CoHhty  of 
Somerset, 

XX xi.  An  Act  for  inclosing  Lailds  in 
the  Tpwnship  of  Hariishead  other- 
wise Hartshead  in  the  Pariah  of 
Dewshury  iti  the  West  Riding  of  the 
County  of  Yttrk, 

xxxii.  An  Act  for  inclosing,  allotting, 
and  improving  certain  Open  J'ieJds 
in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary  Jii  the 
Towtt  and  County  Of  the  Town  of 
Nottingham, 

xxxiif.  An  Act  for  altering  and  amcfnd- 
ing  certain  Acts  relating  to  the 
Churches  of  Saint  Mark,  Saint  Luke, 
and  Saint  Michael,  in  the  Bofotigh 
of  Liverpool, 

xxxiv.  An  Act  for  vesting  the  Estate 
called  the  CoJnhe  Bank  Estate,  late 
belonging  to  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Arthur  Lord  Templemore,  de- 
ceased, in  Trustees  to  sell  the  same, 
and  to  invest  the  Produce  of  such 
Sale  for  the  Benefit  of  bis  infant 
Sons. 

XXXV.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Sale 
of  certain  Lands,  Tenements,  and 
Hereditaments  in  the  Counties  of 
Kent  and  Northampton^  formerly  be- 
longing to  William  Marshall  of  Clif- 
ford's  Inn  in  the  City  of  Lmdony 
Gentleman,  deceased ;  and  for  other 
Purposes  incidental  thereto. 

XXX vi.  An  Act  to  enable  lUmdolph 
Earl  of  Galloway,  or  the  Heir  in 
Possession  of  the  Entailed  Estates  of 
Garlics,  Baldoon,  Newton  Stewart, 
and  others,  in  the  County  of  Wigton 
and  Stewartry  of  Kircudbright^  to 
reclaim  certain  sleechy  Gronna  on 
the  Shores  of  the  said  Estates,  and 
to  drain  and  improve  the  Moss  of 
Cree,  Part  thereof;  and  to  burden 
the  said  Estates  partially,  and  the 
reclaimed  and  improved  Land,  witli 
the  Ex  pence ;  and  also  to  burden  the 
said  Estates  with  certain  Expences 
incurred  by  the  said  Earl  in  improv- 
ing the  same. 

xxxvif.  An  Act  for  vesting  Parts  of  the 
Estates  of  Sir  John  Davie,  Baronet, 
deceased,  in  Trustees,  upon  Trust 
to  be  sold;  and  for  laying  out  the 
Purchase  Money,  under  the?  Direc- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
Purchase  of  other  Estates,  to  be  set- 
tled to  the  same  Uses. 

Xxxviii.  An  Act  for  effecting  an  Ex- 
change of  Mines  and  Lands  between 
Sir  Benjamin   Hall,   Baronet,   and 
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Others,  and  Capel  Hanhuiy  Leigh, 
£squire,  and  others. 

xzxix.  Aq  Act  to  authorize  Convey* 
ances  in  Fee  Farm,  or  Demises  for 
long  Terms  of  Years  under  reserved 
Rents,  of  certain  Parts  of  the  Settled 
Estates  of  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Harry  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Warrington, 

zl.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Burgesses  of  the  Bo- 
rough of  Reatling  in  the  County  of 
Berks,  to  sell  certain  Real  Estate 
discharged  from  certain  Liabilities, 
and  to  invest  the  Purchase  Monies 
arising  from  such  Sales  in  the  Pur- 
chase of  other  Real  Estate,  to  be 
charged  with  such  Liabilities. 

xli.  An  Act  for  exchanging  Freehold 
and  Copyhold  Estates  belonging  to 
John  Motteux^  Esquire,  in  fVest  Rud» 
ham  and  East  Rudham  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk,  for  Freehold,  Copyhold, 
and  J^easebold  Estates  in  Darsing- 
ham  in  the  same  County,  settled  un- 
der the  Will  of  Horatio,  Earl  of  Or^ 
ford,  deceased. 

xlii.  An  Act  for  authorizing  the  Sale 
of  the  Real  Estate,  devised  by  the 
Will  of  Henry  Boulton,  Esquire,  de- 
ceased, and  for  the  Application  of 
the  Monies  to  arise  thereby. 

xliii.  An  Act  for  vesting  the  undi- 
vided Sixth  Share  of  Ann  Campbell 
Bligh,  Spinster,  a  Lunatic,  as  One  of 
the  Six  Daughters  and  Co-heiresses 
of  JVilliam  Bligh,  Esquire,  deceased, 
in  certain  Lands  and  Hereditaments 
in  New  South  Wales,  of  which  the 
said  William  Bligh,  died,  seised,  in 
Trustees,  in  whom  the  other  Five 
undivided  Sixth  Shares  are  now  vest- 
ed, upon  Trust  for  Sale. 

xliv.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Trustees 
of  the  Will  of  the  Reverend  John 
Tempter,  Clerk,  deceased,  to  exchange 
certain  of  the  Real  Estates  thereby 
devised,  situate  in  the  County  of  De^ 
von,  for  certain  other  Estates  situate 
in  the  same  County. 

xlv.  An  Act  to  enable  Willimn  Russell, 
Esquire,  to  grant  Leases  of  Coal 
Mines  under  the  Lands  within  the 
Manor  or  Lordship  of  Brancepeth  and 
other  Lands  in  the  County  of  Dur^ 
ham,  devised  by,  or  subject  to  the 
Uses  and  Trusts  of  the  Will  and 
Codicil  of  William  Russell,  Esquire, 
deceased,  and  the  Will  and  Codicil 
of  Matthew  Russell,  Esquire^  de- 
ceased. 


xlvi.  An  Act  for  indotiog  Lands  within 
the  Parishes  ofRaihieaie  and  Chmgh 
in  the  County  of  Uwuriek. 


PRIVATE  ACTS, 

NOT  PRINTED. 

xlvii.  An  Act  for  naturalising  John 
Christoph  Kayser, 

xlviii.  An  Act  to  enable  fFillkm  Beck- 
ett, Esquire,  and  his  Issue  Male,  to 
take  the  Name  and  bear  tfie  Arms  of 
Turner^  pursuant  to  the  Will  of  ifar- 
tha  Turner,  Widow,  deceased. 

xlix.  An  Act  for  naturalising  Ernest 
Reus's, 

1.  An  Act  for  naturalising  Don  Manuel 
de  la  Torre  y  Antunano. 

li.  An  Act  for  naturalizing  George  Si- 
ward  Biber. 

lii.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 
Johnstone  Ncmier,  Esquire,  a  Lieu- 
tenant Cobnel  in  the  Military  Serviee 
of  the  East  India  Company  on  their 
Madras  Establishment,  with  IstMU 
his  now  Wife,  and  to  enable  him  to 
marry  again ;  and  for  other  Purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

liii.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 
Dionysius  Lardner,  Clerk,  Doctor  of 
Civil  Law,  with  Cecilia  Lardner  his 
now  Wife,  and  to  enable  him  to  marry 
again ;  and  for  other  Purposes  thece- 
in  mentioned. 

liv.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 
Henry  Coode  (otherwise  Cood),  Es- 
quire, with  Jane  his  now  Wife,  and 
to  enable  him  to  marry  again ;  and 
for  other  Purposes. 

Iv.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Afarriage  of 
fVilliam  Carleton,  Esquire,  with  Ro- 
samond Carleton  his  now  Wife,  and  lo 
enable  him  to  marry  agidn ;  and  for 
other  Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Ivi*  An  Act  for  naturalising  JV'iMs 
Ivanqf. 

Ivii.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 
Robert  Allison  with  Mary  Ami  his 
now  Wife,  and  to  enable  him  to  nsarry 
again ;  and  for  other  Purposes  theitia 
mentioned. 

Iviii.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marrisge 
of  Edward  Leigh  Pembertm  frith 
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CharMie  his  now  Wife,  and  to  enable 
him  to  marry  again ;  and  for  other 
Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

X.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 
Richard  John  Sutcliffe  Mellin,  Es- 
quire, mthJa?ie Meliin  his  noiv  Wife, 
and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again ; 
and  for  other  Purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

z.  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  Marriage  of 


the  Reverend  William  Andrew  We" 
guelin.  Clerk*  with  Emma  his  novr 
Wife,  and  to  enable  him  to  marry 
again;  and  for  other  Purposes  there- 
in mentioned. 

Ixi.  An  Act  for  naturalizing  Alexander 
Henry  Augustus  John  Count  de  Saint 
George. 

Ixii.  An  Act  for  naturalizing  Samuel 
Aspinwall  Goddurd, 
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PRICES  OF  STOCK  in  each  Month  in  1839. 
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AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  BRITISH  CORN, 

I'RQM    THE    RETURNS. 
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AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  HAY,  CLOVER,  &.  STRAW  ¥^  LOAD. 


JUDuy.      1      Feliiuiy. 

Murrii, 

April. 

MD,. 

J,,n.. 

O^Bi  10 

1 10  u  e  e 

SUa». 

Clover. 

ll.y. 
SCnw. 

HflJ. 

IIB  la  3    n 

ClD.er. 

H.y. 

Julj. 

Auput       1    8.p1cii,l*r, 

DecemlH. 

H.T. 

CiOfer. 

3  in"n's    0    3     "Ti  15 
Slmw.        1        BMW. 

Hay.                      H.y. 

tlovpT.               (lover. 

■   smw.      1      sm.,. 

1    4toflJ 

AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  BUTCHER'S  MEAT. 

Average  Prices  per  Stona  of  Sib.  in  Smiihliuld  Market,  in  1831 


Feb.    .. 

Mnreh 
.April.. 
May  ., 

j»"y  '.'■ 
Aug.  .. 
Sept. .. 
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BILLS  OF  MORTALITY,  from  January  1, 
to  December  24,  1839. 


Christened 


(  Males 


i  Females    9,669  5      ' 

Whereof  i 

Under  two  years  of  age   4416 

Beiween  tvo  and  five  3046 

Five  and  ten ■  ■  ■ B82 


Ij  18,748 


Twenty  and  thirty    1164 

Thirty  and  forty 1486 

Forty  and  iifty 1655 

Fifty  and  tixty 14S9 


Between  sixty  nad  Mventy 1464 

Seventyand  eighty 1100 

Eighty  and  ninety 377 

Ninety  and  a  hundred      3fi 

Above  a  hundred  ...>.. I 


TABi.EoftheNuniberof6AMKRUpT8&DBCLABATioNBofImoi:.T8H(rr. 


January  ... 
February... 
March 

JAkj.."..... 

July.."!!."."." 
Auftast  ... 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  foe  1839. 


...«,. 

.^^. 

■n™ 

-„. 

Nmnber  of  lUlny  «A 
BiiowyD.71 

«,..„u 

L„-.. 

.<.» 

u~,. 

1.,     PU. 

In.  ru. 

i 

TO 

1 

i 

1 

31 

4fi 

s 

i 

2t 

1 

T 

% 

^^^^■^ 
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UNIVERSITY 

OF    OXFORD. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

TERM— FASClIAt.,  1S39.                          ^H 

/«  Liltris  Humanloribus. 

Cussia  I. 

Eddip,  Richard,  Brasen-nose.                 ^_ 

Emeria,  John,  Vniversily,                          ^H 

Buckley,  WilUan.  E.  BrHse„.nose. 

Pineham,  George  T.  St.  Miti'c.             ^^M 

ChrUtie.  Albany  J.  O™/. 

Graham,  William  P.  Queen'i.                ^H 

Goulbiirn,  Edward  M.  Balliol. 

Heygate,  William  E.  St.  Jakn'e.           ^H 

Jnchwn,  William  D.  SI.  JoIm's.           ^H 

Waldegraw,  Samuel,  Balliol. 

Knight,  William,  Warcester.                ^H 

Lowe,  Tlioma*,  Oriel.                          ^^H 

Mence,  John  W.  Wofceitm:                 ^^H 

Ciasaia  II, 

Heville.  Charles,  Trinity.                      ^H 

NuH:ent,  Edmund  L.  Exeter.                           I 

Comlab,  Henry  H.  Magdalen  Hall. 

OMGeld,  Edmund,   Worcester. 

Crokat,  John,  M,igdalea  Hall. 

Pearson.  Hugh,  BalUol. 

Eywn,  Robert.  W.  Cirin  Churt^h. 

Windsor,  Samuel,  B.  CArM  CAiircA. 

Hornby,  Edward  J.  G.  Merlon. 

Hoskjns,  Jobn  J.  Magilakn. 

Kent,  TbomM  F.  Ballial. 

CL.4S5IS   IV. 

Mason.  Richard  W.  Jem.'. 

Starkey,  Arthur  B.  C.  Si.  John's. 

Tripp,  Henry,  Womsler. 

Brameld,  George  W.  Lincola. 

Zincke,  Foster  B.  ffuMam. 

Cn.tti»ell,  Harry  E.  Warresfer. 

Il..keB.  Edward  R.  Christ  Chweh. 

Kirlh,  Richard,  Nn«  DJfcff. 

Cuaaia  m. 

HehBan,  Robert,  Queen's. 

Hill.  Edward,  S/,  Edmund  Hall. 

Adamson,  Edward  H.  Lincoln. 

Mcyrick,  Jamea,  Qiwen'ir. 

Byron,  John,  Braeeti-nase. 

Sweet,  Jnme^  Balliol. 

Driflield,  George  T.  Bmee/i-nose. 

Whalley,  Jamea,  B.  P.  Uniwm/y. 

CLASSIS 

V.-LXXI. 

/«  Sisciplitiis  Ma 

ketnalicis  el  Phymis. 

Clasms.  I. 

Cf.lasia  III, 

Waldegraw,  Samuel,  Balliol. 

Adamion,  Edward  H.  Lincoln. 

Harris,  John  H.  A.  Triaily. 

CUMIE  11. 

Chl-lltle,  Albnny  J.  0,-icl. 

ClAMIS  IV. 

Nevile,  CbarLcs,  lyinilu. 

Windwr,  Sannuel  B.  CAyUI  Church. 

Cole,  George  E.  St.  Maru  Hall. 

Vol.  LXXXI. 

8E 
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Coningham,  John,  Si,  Mary  Hall, 
Joynes,  Richard,  Corpus. 
Marchj  Lord,  C/irist  Church, 


Napier,  Charles  W.  A.  Christ  Church. 
Reptoiii  George  H.  University, 
Thompson,  John  L.  Exeter, 


Lit,  Hum, 

R.  G  res  well, 
R.  Hussey. 
W.  Palmer. 
H.  Wall.] 


EXAMINERS. 


Dit,  Math, 

T.  Twiss. 
J.  Walker. 
N.  Pococke. 


CLASSIS  v.— LXXI. 


Term^  Michaelmas^  1 839.    ^^  LiierU  Humaniortbns, 


Classis  I* 

Frascr,  James,  Lincoln, 
Giraud,  Henry  A.,  Worcester, 
Jones,  Edward  R.,  Braseti'nose, 
Jowett,  Benjamin,  Ballwl, 
Kay,  William,  Lincoln. 
Northcote,  Stafford  H.,  Balliol, 


Classis  ii. 

Anderdon,  William  H.,  University^ 
Andrew,  Samuel,  Lincoln, 
Clarke,  Thomas  Grey,  Queen's, 
Cooke,  Samuel  H.,  Christ  Church, 
Dalgairne,  John  P.,  Exeter, 
Estcourt,  Edward  D.,  Balliol. 
Graham,  William  B.,  Magdalen  HalU 
Marshall,  George,  Christ  Church, 
Price,  Thomas  C,  Merton, 
Sheppard,  John  George,  fFadham, 
Swayne,  George  C,  Corpus* 


Classis  hi. 
Anstis,  Matthew,  Exeter, 


Beckett,  William  T.,  TVinity, 
Bradley,  Edward,  Magdalen  Hall, 
Conway,  John  J.,  Brasen-nose, 
Dawson,  Richard,  Wadham, 
Fox,  Henry  W.,  fFadham, 
Gray,  Robert  H.,  C/mst  Chnrehm 
Lane,  Edmund,  Magdalen  HaU, 
Maule,  Thomas  C,  St,  John's. 
Pearse,  Thomas,  Magdalen. 
Rawlinson,  William  C.,  Magdalen  tblL 
Sayres,John,  Wiadham, 
Smythies,  William  Y.,  Trinity, 
WeidemanD,Charies  P.  S.,  Christ  CAwrch. 


Classis  iv. 

Bathurst,  Robert,  New  College. 
Burney,  Edward  R.,  MagdaUn. 
Corbett,  Uvedale,  Christ  Church. 
JIatiiaway,  Edward  P.,  ihieen*s. 
Hobhouse,  Reginald,  Ikulioi. 
IMapleton,  Reginald  J.,  St,  JohnU* 
Preston,  Thomas,  Exeter. 
Somers-Cocks,  Hon.  C,  Christ  Church* 
Tomlins,  Richard,  St.  Mary  HaU. 
Tuttiett,  Edward,  Christ  Church. 
Wigan,  William  L.,  Christ  Church. 


CLASSIS  v.— LXXIV, 


/?*  Disciplitiis  Malkhnaticis  el  Physicis, 


Classis  i. 

Gordon,  John,  Brasen-nosc. 


Classis  ii. 

:Biancker,  Henry,  Wadhmn, 
|Hobhouse,  Re^nald,  Balliol, 
'Kay,  William,  Lincoln. 
|White,  William,  Christ  Church. 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


419 


ClASSIS  III. 

Cooke,  Samuel  H.,  Christ  Church* 
DaMTSon,  Richard,  Witdham, 
Gray,  Robert  H.,  Christ  Church, 
Marshall,  George,  Christ  Church* 


Northcote,  Stafford  H.,  BalHol. 

Classis  IV. 

Sockett,  Henry,  Exeter, 
Somers-Cocks,  Hon.  C,  Christ  Church, 


Lit,  Hum, 

R.  Greswell. 
R.  Michall. 
R.  Husscy. 
H.  Wall. 


EXAMINERS. 


Dis,  Math, 

J.  TwisP. 
J.  Walker. 
N.  Pococke. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 


EXAMINATIONS.     Mathematical  Tripos,  1839. 

Mruim^nt^^  S  Thomas  Gaskin,  M.  A.  Jesu%, 
moaerators,  ^j^^^y^  Bovvstead,  M.  A.  Pembroke, 

i?-«.^-  S  Edwin  Stevcnton,  M.  A.  Corpus, 

Ej^mmers,  ^  ^^^^^^  Bxx\\oi:k,  U,  A.  St,  JohrCs* 


PFranglers, 

Ds*  Cowie,   2.    • ^oJin^s. 

Frost,  1 ♦ .  • .  John*s, 

Colson, •  •  •  .John^s, 

Reyner,    John*s. 

Mathison,  0 Trinity, 

Hearn,     • .  Jesus, 

Maitland,  a.     ......  Trinity, 

Cory Pembroke, 

Croker, Cuius. 

Marett, Trinity, 

Codd,   ,,„7ohn*s. 

Crowfoot Caius, 

Fe  rguson PemJroke, 

Baggallay    Caius. 

Gui  lie  baud Trinity, 

Gibson Corpus, 

Mallinson     Magdalen, 

Newmarch  •  •  ?  ^     }  Trinity, 

Paget J       ^'  J  Caius, 

Ferguson    Trinity, 

Ackland John^s, 

Bailey,  & John's, 

Brosier Caius, 

Ainsworth    Catherine, 

Caswall Clare. 

Pownall    Trinity, 

Williams Eimnanuel, 

Smith,  ^ Peter's, 

Lawience,  /3.  .*....  Trinity, 


Ds.  Peake   Sidney* 

Garratt Trinity ^ 

Jago John^s, 

Slipper     Cuius. 

Hare Clare, 

Whish Trinity, 

Balnbridge  . .  i John*s, 

Hill John*s, 

Palmer Trinity, 

Christian,  j3 Pembroke, 

Ball Christ's, 

Senior  Optimes- 

Ds.  Oram ,,. John's. 

Moi  rice Johnh, 

Blow JohfCs^ 

Sharpe , Cfit/ierine, 

Relton,  0 Pembroke, 

Gell,  0 Trinity. 

Wallace   .Trinity. 

Sismey,  0 Trinity. 

Martin , , .  Sidney, 

Searle Pembroke, 

Heather Pcter*8. 

Cr  wther ,....«..».  ^  'aiuu 

Pattinson Peter's. 

Bolton, ««    ..,,.,  ..Johti's, 

Plume Queen's. 

A  bercrombie   • . .  r . .  Caius, 


(Jj'  1.  Denotes   Senior  Smith's  PiizciDan.        2.  Junior.        a.  First  Class,  or  Classical  Tiipos* 

p.  Second  tJass.        7.  '\U\ni  CIjiss. 

2  E  2 
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Glossop    •  •  • Peier's, 

Freeman,  F Trinity. 

Thornton Clare. 

Bedford   ....Peter's. 

Arnold JohrCs. 

Merry,   a •  •  .Jesus* 

Young  •• •••  Etnmmiuel. 

Micklcthwaith Jesus. 

Slight   JohnH. 

Brett    •••••..•••••  Cains. 

Peat Peter's. 

Brodrick,  0...  >  ^     \  Trinity. 

Marsh j       ^l  John's, 

Eddis,  « Trinity, 

Lanton {  ^     j  Jesus. 

Vigcrs J^y-  J  Trinity. 

Ri  tchie    Trinity, 

Gray Catherine. 

Racstcr \   wj,     5  Peter's. 

WhitUker  ...  $      ^'  \  John's. 

Kelly    •  • .  • .  John's. 

Gower  ......•••• ,» John's. 

Mare .Magdalen. 

Joy,  $ Trinity, 

Woodward   John*s. 

ThomaA   Pembroke. 

Mills,  A*,  a.  ...•••  Queen's. 

Sowdcn,  Magdalen. 

Hopper,  tt,  ........  Trinity, 

Pierson     .....•.•..  Jesus. 

Leeman,  /5 John's. 

Heath • ,  Jesus. 

Molesnorth  .  •  ?  ^     J  Pembroke. 
Yeoman  ^.  . .  J  ^^-  J  Trinity. 


Junior  OptimeM. 

Ds.  Drake  {  »^   C  Of^*^ 

Stewart,  J.,  y,  J  -'^'  J  THitiVy. 

Hides >  jp     I  John's. 

Murray I  ^^'  J  IWiiiVy. 

Osborne  Joh&Cs, 

Maunder,  y Queen's. 

Beck >  -, .  5  Corpus. 

Jones J -^' J /oAi»'#. 

Southwood John's* 

Freeman,  P.,  a.  ....  Trinity. 

Harton John's. 

Wigson    ••••••••  ...John's. 

Mills Queen's. 

Wallace   Pembroke. 

Martyn,  6. John's. 

Hutchins TVinity  Hall. 

Snelgar .Jesus. 

Gordon,  y. Trinity. 

Packer Trinity. 

Green,  B .Jesus. 

Hasleburst  ••.••..•  TVinity. 

French Cuius. 

Wordham ,  a.    Jesus. 

Julius  ••... .John's. 

Humphreys,  y John's. 

Penrose,  *.  ••  t  jp     $  TVinity. 
Simpkinson  ..  J^^'  }  Trinity. 

Watson,  y.  Emmanuel. 

Holmes. *. Clare. 

Tucker,  y.   Emmanuel. 


Classical  Tripos,  1839. 

/-Richard  Shilleto,  M.  A.,  Trinity. 

„»»/»«i;«Af  J  ^«"'  ^^'  Beatson,  M.  A.,  Pembroke. 
2t.irtw«tfer*.-^  j^^gg  jj.jjy^i^^  M.A.,  ChrisCs. 

V.Georgc  John  Kennedy,  M.  A.,  John's. 


First  Class. 

Dr.  Placeman Trinity. 

Penrose   Trinity. 

Maitland,  B Trinity. 

Eddis,  A Trinity. 

Wood  ham    ..Jesus. 

Hopper Trinity. 

Bolton >  ^     >  John's. 

Mills S"^- \  Queen's. 

Merry    Jesus. 

Simpkinson Trinity. 

Second  Class. 

Dr.  Yeoman   • Trinity. 

Jjoeman John's, 

Christian m.Pnnhroke, 

Joy   Trinity, 


Brodrick TVinity. 

Geii Trinity. 

Relton     Pembroke. 

Sismey TVinity. 

Mathison IVinity. 

Martyn    • •  •  .John's. 

Bailey John's. 

Lawrence TVinity. 

Green  • Jesus. 

Third  Class. 

Ds.  Humphreys John's. 

Tucker    ^ .  •  .BmmanueL 

Stewart   TVinity. 

Watson..  •• EmmanueL 

Maunder  ...••.••..  Queen's. 
Gordon JVinity. 


PUBLIC   DOCUMENTS. 


I.-FOREIGN. 


HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM, 


"Protocol  of  the  Conference  held  at  the  Foreign  Office, 

December  6,  1838.    - 


"  Present,  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  Austria,  France,  Great  Britain, 
Prussia,  and  Russia.  The  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  Austria,  France,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  hav- 
ing met  in  conference,  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  annexed  note  (A.), 
delivered  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1838,  lo  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Rus- 
sia, by  those  of  Austria  and  Prus- 
sia, acting  as  the  agents  of  the 
Germanic  confederation. 

"The  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
five  courts  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tions in  which  they  were  engaged, 
after  the  exposition  of  the  over- 
tures made  on  the  14th  of  March 
last  to  the  conference  by  the  ple- 
nipotentiary of  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  in  order 
to  attain  the  conclusion  of  such  a 
final  arrangement  of  the  differences 
between  Holland  and  Belgium  as 
may  be  accepted  by  the  two  par- 
ties, it  has  been  proposed  to  com- 
municate to  the  governments  of 
the  Netherlands  and  of  Belgium 


the  subjoined  article  (B.),  drawn 
up  during  the  course  of  the  nego^ 
tiations,  as  containing  just  and 
equitable  proposals,  the  speedy  ac- 
ceptance of  which  by  those  two 
governments  is  greatly  to  be  de- 
sired for  the  consolidation  of  the 
general  peace. 

"The  subjoined  draughts  (C. 
and  D.)  of  the  two  notes  intended 
to  be  presented  as  final  proposals 
to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Ne- 
therlands and  Belgium,  with  the 
annexed  draughts  (£.  F.  G.)  of 
treaties  to  be  concluded  between 
the  five  powers  and  Holland,  be- 
tween Holland  and  Belgium,  and 
between  the  five  powers  and  Bel- 
gium, have  obtained  the  assent  of 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  Austria, 
Great  Britain,  Prussia  and  Russia  ; 
whereas  the  plenipotentiary  of 
France  has  declared  that  he  was 
not  authorized  to  give  his  consent 
to  the  terms  and  the  spirit  of  the 
present  protocol,  taking,  however, 
these  documents  ad  referendum. 
After  these  declarations,  the  ple« 
nipotentiaries   at   the  fout  other 
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courts  requested  the  plenipotentiary 
of  France  to  acquaint  his  court 
with  those  documents,  expressing 
their  confidence  that  the  French 
cabinet,  always  anxious  to  remain 
united  with  its  allies,  and  to  join 
its  efforts  to  theirs  for  the  preser- 
vation of  general  peace  and  of  the 
treaties  which  are  the  basis  of  it^ 
will  not  hesitate  to  give  its  appro- 
bation to  an  arrangement  drawn 
up  with  the  same  intention^  and 


after  the  appreciation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  make  a  prompt 
basis  of  arrangement,  in  the  alEdr 
which  is  submitted  to  us^  appear  to 
be  a  subject  of  general  and  urgent 
importance* 

"  Senfpt. 

"  Sebastiani. 

*'  Palmebston. 

'*  BULOW. 

"  POZZO  DI  BOROO." 


"  Note  A.  Annexed  to  the  Protocol  of  December  6. 

"  The  PLr.NIPOTENTTARIES  OF  AuSTRIA  AND  PrUSSIA  TO  THEIR  EX- 
CELLENCIES THE  Plenipotentiaries  of  France,  Great  Britain, 
AND  Russia, 


**  London,  Nov.  28,  1838. 
**  The  undersigned  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  Austria  and  Prussia,  in- 
vested with  the  full  powers  and 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the 
interests  of  the  Germanic  confe- 
deration in  the  negotiation  relative 
to  the  afFiiirs  of  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium, have  seen  with  regret  the 
documents  which  have  been  pub- 
lished at  the  time  of  the  o|:ening 
of  the  legislative  chambers  at 
Brussels,  in  language  in  which  a 
design  is  clearly  expressed  to  re- 
fuse the  restitution  as  well  of  the 
territory  which,  according  to  arti- 
cle 2  of  the  treaty  of  the  24  arti- 
cles, concluded  on  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1831,  by  the  conference  of 
London,  should  continue  to  belong 
to  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, as  of  that  part  of  Limburg 
Avhicli  by  the  fourth  of  the  said 
articles  is  to  belong  to  the  king  of 
the  Netherlands,  either  as  grand 
duke  of  Luxemburg,  or  to  be 
united  to  Holland,  without  the 
govemment's  having  alleged  against 


these  documents  the  engagements 
contracted  by  a  solemn  treaty  and 
the  right  of  a  third  party^  both 
which  these  documents  disregard. 

'*  The  undersigned  have  the  less 
difficulty  in  seeing  in  the  manifes- 
tation of  these  sentiments  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  Germanic 
confederation,  as  this  happened  on 
the  part  of  a  government  which  is 
tolenited  only  provisionally  in  the 
possession  of  the  said  territory,  and 
which  would  thus,  by  its  own  au- 
thority, change  the  position  de 
facto  into  a  permanent  right, 
whicli  in  the  present  case  consti- 
tutes an  usurpation. 

"The  rights  of  the  Germanic 
confederation  to  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lu:!^emburg,  founded  on  the 
treaties  of  1815,  recognized  by  the 
conference  at  the  very  outset  of 
the  negotiations  and  formally 
maintained  against  the  enterprises 
of  the  Belgians  by  protocols  19 
and  21,  arc,  as  far  as  concerns  the 
part  of  the  Grand  Duchy  which, 
by  article  4  of  the  24  ariidesi  is 
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to  belong  to  Belgium,  transferred 
to  that  part  of  Limburg  which  18 
to  be  substituted  for  it^  a  transfer 
upon  which  the  confederation 
makes  its  assent  to  the  territorial 
arrangement  respecting  Luxem- 
burg depend,  and  with  which  it 
declared  itself  satisfied  by  the  au- 
thority communicated  to  the  un- 
dersigned on  the  1 5th  of  June  this 
year." 

"  Hence  it  follows  that  the 
rights  recognized  by  the  five  powers 
in  protocol  10,  by  virtue  of  which 
other  states  should  take  such  mea- 
sures as  they  should  judge  neces- 
sary to  cause  their  legal  rights  to 
be  respected,  or  to  re-establish 
them  in  all  countries  belonging  to 
them,  to  which  Belgium  raises 
pretensions,  and  which  are  situated 
without  the  limits  of  its  territory, 
which  is  declared  neuter  (which 
right  has  not  been  since  repealed 
by  any  act  of  the  conference  or  of 


the  confederation)  is  applicable  as 
well  to  the  part  of  the  grand  duchy 
recognized  as  belonging  to  king 
William  by  article  2,  as  to  the 
portion  of  Limburg  above  men- 
tioned. 

*^  The  undersigned,  without  in 
the  least  pretending  to  foresee  the 
decisions  of  the  Germanic  confe- 
deration, leave  it  to  the  confedera- 
tion to  assert,  in  consequence  of 
the  late  provocations  of  the  Bel- 
gians, rights  that  the  Belgian  go- 
vernment is  bound  to  respect  by 
the  engagements  contracted  with 
the  five  courts  in  the  treaty  of  the 
15thof  November,  1831. 

"  The  undersigned  request  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  France,  Great 
Britain,  and  Russia,  to  take  note 
of  the  above-mentioned  right,  as 
they  themselves  do  by  this  present 
paper.     They  have  the  honour, 

"  Senfft. 

"  BULOW." 


'*  Note  B.,  Annexed  to  Protocol  of  the  Gth  'op  December,  1838. 
Substance  op  the  Modified  Treaty  Proposed/' 


'*  Articles  1  to  8  remain  the 
same  as  is  the  treaty  of  the  24 
articles. 

"Art.  9,  8.  I. — With  respect  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  com- 
missioners of  the  two  countries 
shall  agree  upon  a  pilot  duty ;  till 
then  the  tariff  of  1829  shall  be 
observed  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Meuse  from  the  open  sea  to  Hel- 
voet,  and  from  Helvoet  to  Rotter- 
dam, in  proportion  to  the  distance. 

•^  Sec.  2.  All  ships  proceeding 
from  the  open  sea  to  Belgium,  and 
vice  versa,  may  take  pilots  of  either 
country. 

'*  Sec.  3.  The  government  of 
the  Netherlands  shall  levy  on  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt  and  the 
mouths  of  the  Scheldt  a  single 
duty  of  1  florin  and  60  cents,  per 


ton — namely,  1  florin  12  cents,  on 
sliips  coming  from  the  open  sea, 
and  ascending  the  West  Scheldt 
to  proceed  to  Belgium  by  the 
Scheldt,  or  by  the  canal  of  Ter- 
neuzen,  and  38  cents,  per  ton  on 
ships  which  shall  descend  the 
Western  Scheldt  coming  from  the 
canal  of  Terneuzen,  or  from  the 
Scheldt,  and  proceeding  to  the 
open  sea;  and  in  order  that  the 
ships  may  experience  no  delay,  this 
toll  shall  be  received  at  Antwerp 
or  at  Temeuzen  by  Dutch  agents. 
'^  As  for  the  eastern,  which  does 
not  serve  for  the  navigation  be- 
tween Antwerp  and  the  sea,  but 
between  Antwerp  and  the  Rhine, 
a  duty  shall  be  levied  according  to 
the  tariff  of  MenU  of  31st  of 
Mardb,   1831,  in  the  navigation 
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from  Gorcum  to  the  sca^  all  in 
proportion  to  the  distance. 

''  Art  10  to  12  remain  the  same. 

"  Art.  13,  from  the  1st  of  May, 
1839,  the  debt  is  5,000,000. 

''Articles  15  to  24  remain  un- 
changed. 

'^  The  stipulations  relative  to  the 
territory  are  not  modified. 

"  The  protocol  is  only  a  propo- 


sal made  to  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands ;  if  he  does  not  agree  to 
it,  the  powers  will  continue  as 
hitherto  to  take  caie  of  the  pre- 
servation of  peace.  If  Holland 
accepts,  and  Belgium  refuses,  the 
conference  engages  to  take  mea- 
sures which  shall  justify  the  confi- 
dence that  Hollimd  places  in  its 
support." 


Note  C,  Annexed  to  the  Protocol  of  December  6th,  1838.— 
Draught  of  a  Note  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Five 
Powers  to  the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands. 


tfC 


The  undersigned  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  Austria,  France,  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  have 
taken  into  mature  consideration 
the  communication  addressed  to 
them  on  the  14th  of  March  last 
hy  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  the  Netherlands, 
by  which  his  said  majesty  has  de- 
clared himself  ready  to  cause  his 
plenipotentiary  to  sign  the  24  ar- 
ticles agreed  to  in  the  conference 
of  October  15,  1831.  They  have 
likewise  fixed  their  attention  on 
the  inclination  manifested  by  the 
cabinet  of  the  Hague  to  facilitate 
an  arrangement  conformable  in 
various  points  to  the  24  articles, 
and  being  obliged  at  the  same  time 
to  consider  the  changes  which  an 


interval  of  three  years  has  eflfected 
in  the  reciprocal  situation  of  the 
parties,  they  have,  afVer  a  long, 
secret,  and  confidential  negotiation, 
endeavoured  to  agree  on  acceptable 
proposals  to  be  made  to  both  par- 
ties, in  order  to  terminate  the 
Dutch  and  Belgian  question  by  a 
definitive  treaty. 

'*  Having  concluded  their  la- 
bours, the  undersigned  are  now 
able  to  ofier  the  result  to  his  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  the  Netherlands 
for  his  acceptance,  and  they  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  for  that 
purpose  to  his  excellency  M«  De- 
bel,  his  plenipotentiary  to  the  con- 
ference, the  annexed  draughts  of 
treaties  :— 


A  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers  and  his  Majesty  the  Kino 
OF  THE  Netherlands,  with  an  Appendix;  and  a  Treaty  be- 
tween his  Majesty  the  Kino  of  the  Netherlands  and  nis 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  inviting  him  to  commu- 
nicate THIS  TO  HIS  Government,  with  the  present  Note. 

escape  the  sagacity  of  the  cabinet 
of  the  Hague,  and  the  undersigned 
flatter  themselves,  that  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  ajmre- 
ciatinff  them,  will  be  induoei  to 
sign  the  above-mentioned  treaty  as 
soon  as  the  Belgian  govennent 


*'  The  undersigned  refrain  from 
entering  into  a  development  of  the 
considerations  which  have  guided 
them  with  respect  to  some  arrange- 
ments difiering  from  those  of  the 
twenty.four  articles. 

^'Tliese  considerations   cannot 
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shall  have  agreed  to  it  on  its 
part. 

*^'The  undersigned  have  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  the 
plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  the 
annexed  copy  of  the  note  of  the 
same  date,  which  they  address  to 
the  plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Belgians,  and  in 
which  his  excellency  will  find  a 
statement  of  the  consequences  of  a 
refusal  on  the  part  of  Belgium,  in 
case  of  the  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
posals hy  Holland. 

*^  If,  however,  the   cahinet  at 


the  Hague  should  reject  the  ahove 
conditions,  while  Belgium  accepts 
them,  the  courts  of  the  underngned, 
though  deploring  their  not  having 
effected  a  final  arrangement  hy 
the  means  of  conciliation  which 
they  have  employedi  would^  never- 
theless, continue  to  watch  in  com- 
mon  over  the  maintenance  of  peace 
hetween  the  two  parties. 

'*  Having  terminated  the  task 
assigned  to  them  hy  their  Courts, 
the  undersigned  have  the  honour 
to  renew  to  M.  Dedel  the  assurance 
of  their  consideration. 


Annexed  Draught  of  a  Note  to   the   Plenipotbntiart  of  his 

Majesty  the  Kino  of  the  Belgians. 


"  The  undersigned,  &c,,  having 
heen  engaged  several  months  in  a 
secret  and  confidential  negotiation 
on  the  means  of  terminating,  hy  a 
final  arrangement  the  differences 
hetween  Belgium  and  Holland, 
have  maturely  weighed  the  divers 
representations  presented  on  the 
pari  of  Belgium  against  the  rigorous 
application  of  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  the  15  th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1831,  which  fixed  the  con- 
ditions of  the  separation  of  Holland 
and  Belgium ;  it  has  heen  found 
that  part  of  those  proposals  are 
such  as  would  give  occasion  to 
changes  in  the  said  treaty,  and 
those  stipulations  have  been  modi- 
fied in  all  the  points  respecting 
which  such  a  mode  of  proceeding 
seemed  to  be  justified  by  reason 
and  equity. 

'*  The  undersigned  now  present 
the  result  of  their  labours  to  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  Belgians 
for  his  acceptance,  and  have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  M.  Van  de 
Weyer,  plenipotentiary  of  his  said 
majesty,  the  following  draughts  of 
treaties^  viz.«->l.  Between  his  ma- 


jesty the  king  of  the  Belgians  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 2.  Between  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Belgians  ana  the 
Five  Courts,  with  an  annexed 
paper,  requesting  him  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  his  government 
with  the  present  note. 

'^  The  undersigned  flatter  them- 
selves that  the  cabinet  of  Brussels 
will  recognijse  the  considerations 
of  equity  which  have  suggested 
these  proposals,  and  that  its  pleni- 
potentiaries will  be  authorized, 
without  delay,  to  sign  the  treaty 
above-mentioned  as  soon  as  Holland 
shall  have  assented  to  it  on  its 
part. 

"  The  plenipotentiary  of  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  Belgians 
will  find  annexed  a  copy  of  the 
note  which  the  undersigned  send 
under  the  same  date  to  the  pleni- 
potentiary of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Holland,  and  in  which  they 
state  the  consequences  of  a  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  cabinet  of  the 
Hague,  in  case  their  proposal  is 
accepted  by  Belgium. 

"It,  hoWever>  the  cabinet  of 
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Brussels  should  reject  tlic  said  pro- 
posals, while  Holland  accepts  thcm^ 
it  will  only  remain  for  the  Powers 
re[)rescnted  in  the  conference  to 
decide  on  the  means  of  enforcing 
the  rights  which  the  king  of  Hol- 
land will  have  required. 


'^  Having  finished  the  task 
assigned  to  them  hy  their  Courts, 
the  undersigned  have  the  honour 
to  renew  to  the  plenipotentiary  of 
the  king  of  the  Belgians  the  assu- 
rance of  their  high  consideration. 


£,   ANNEXED  TO  TUE   PROTOCOL   OF  THE   6tU   OF   DeCEIIBER^  1838. 


**  In  the  name  of  the  holy  and 
indivisible  Trinity,  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  Austna,  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  French,  her  majesty 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  his 
majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
having  taken  into  consideration  the 
treaty  concluded  on  the  15th  of 
October,  1831,  with  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Belgians  and  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands, 
being  induced  to  conclude  a  final 
arrangement  on  the  basis  of  the 
twenty-four  articles  agreed  to  by 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  Austria, 
France,  Great  Britain,  Prussia, 
and  Russia,  on  the  1 9th  of  October, 
1831,  have  named  for  their  pleni- 
potentiaries, Sic,  who,  having  ex- 
changed their  full  jwwers,  &c., 
have  agreed  and  issued: — 

*^  Art.l.  His  majesty  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands  engages  imme- 
diately to  convert  into  a  treaty 
with  the  king  of  the  Belgians  the 
articles  annexed  to  the  present 
article,  and  resolved  on  by  a  joint 
agreement  under  the  protection  of 
the   Courts  of   Austria,    France, 


Great  Britain,  Prussia^  and  Rus- 
sia. 

"  Art.  2.  Their  majesties  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  the  king  of 
the  French,  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia  declared, 
that,  by  the  preceding  article,  the 
articles  in  question  are  considered 
as  being  of  the  same  force  and 
value  as  if  they  were  inserted  word 
for  word  in  the  present  article^ 
and  consequently  that  they  are 
placed  under  the  guarantee  of  their 
majesties. 

"  Art.  3.  Tlic  union  which,  hy 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  of 
May  31, 1831,  has  existed  between 
Holland  and  Belgium,  is  acknow- 
ledged by  his  majesty  the  king  of 
the  Netherlands  to  be  dissolved. 

'*Art.4.  The  present  treaty 
shall  be  ratified  at  London;  the 
ratification  shall  be  exchanged  there 
in  six  weeks,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
The  exchange  of  these  ratifications 
shall  be  made  at  the  same  time  as 
those  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  between  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium. 


F,    AJ(NEXED   TO   THE  PbOTOCOL  OF  THE   6Tn   OF   DECEMBER,  1838. 


"  In  the  name  of  the  holy  and 
indivisible  Trinity,  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  and  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  Belgians, 
taking  into  consideration  the  treaties 
concluded  with  their  majesties  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  the  king  of 


the  French,  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia — viji.,  by 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Bel- 
gians on  the  15  th  of  November, 
1831,  and  his  majesty  the  king  of 
the  Netherlands  this  day,   liave 
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« 


named  for  their  plenipotentiaries^ 
&c.,  who,  &c.,  have  agreed  and 
signed : — 

Art.  1  to  24  (annexed  B). 

Art.  25.  In  consequence  of  the 
stipulations  of  this  treaty,  there 
shall  he  peace  and  amity  between 
the  king  of  the  Belgians  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  on  the  other,  their 
respective  heirs  and  successors, 
states,  and  subjects. 
"  Art.  26.    The  present  treaty 


shall  be  ratified  at  London,  and  the 
ratification  exchanged  in  six  weeks, 
or  sooner,  if  possible.  This  ex- 
change shall  be  made  at  the  same 
time  as  that  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  concluded  this  day  be- 
tween his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  and  their  majesties 
the  emperor  of  Austria,  the  king 
of  the  French,  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia." 


G,  ANNBXBD   TO   THE   PROTOCOL   OF   THE   6tH   OF   DECEMBER,  1838.— 

Treaty    between   the   Five   Powers   and    his    Majesty    thb 
King  of  the  Belgians. 

This  treaty  merely  declares,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  new  treaties, 
that  of  the   15th  of  November,  1831,  is  no  longer  bindings 


Commercial  Treaty  between  Holland  and  the  United  States. 


The  United  States  of  America 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  anxious  to  regulate 
the  commerce  and  navigation  car- 
ried on  between  the  two  countries 
in  their  respective  vessels,  have, 
for  that  purpose,  named  plenipo- 
tentiaries ;  that  is  to  say,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  has 
appointed  John  Forsyth,  secretary 
of  state  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  his  Majesty  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  has  appointed  Jonk- 
heer  Evert  Marius  Adrian  Martini, 
member  of  the  body  of  nobles  of 
the  province  of  North  Brabant, 
knight  of  the  order  of  the  Nether- 
lands'Lion,  and  his  charge  d'affaires 
in  the  United  States,  who,  having 
exchanged  their  respective  full 
powers,  found  in  good  and  due 
form,  have  agreed  to  the  following 
articles: — 

Art.  1.   Goods  and  merchandise. 


whatever  their  origin  may  be,  im- 
ported into,  or  exported  from,  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  from  or 
to  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands  in 
Europe,  in  vessels  of  the  Nether- 
lands, shall  pay  no  other  or  higher 
duties  than  shall  be  levied  on  the 
like  goods  and  merchandise  as  im- 
ported or  exported  in  national  ves^ 
sels.  And,  reciprocally,  goods  and 
merchandise,  whatever  their  origin 
may  be,  imported  into,  or  exported 
from,  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands 
in  Europe,  from  or  to  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  in  vessels  of  the 
said  States,  shall  pay  no  higher  or 
other  duties  than  shall  be  levied 
on  the  like  goods  and  merchandise 
so  imported  or  exported  in  national 
vessels.  The  bounties,  drawbacks, 
or  other  favours  of  this  nature, 
which  may  be  granted  in  the  States 
of  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
on  goods  imported  or  exported  in 
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national  vessels,  shall  also^  and  in 
like  manner^  be  granted  on  goods 
directly  exported  or  imported  in 
vessels  of  the  other  country  to  and 
from  the  ports  of  the  two  countries, 
it  being  understood  that  in  the 
latter,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  the 
goods  shall  have  been  loaded  in  the 
ports  from  which  such  vessels  shall 
have  been  cleared. 

Art.  2.  Neither  party  shall  im. 
pose  upon  the  vessels  of  the  other, 
whether  carrying  cargoes  between 
the  United  States  and  the  ports  of 
the  Netherlands  in  Europe,  or 
arriving  in  ballast  from  any  other 
country,  any  duties  of  tonnage, 
harbour  dues,  lighthouses,  salvage, 
pilotage,  quarantine,  or  port  charge 
of  any  kind  or  denomination,  which 
shall  not  be  imposed  in  like  cases 
on  national  vessels. 

Art.  3.  It  is  further  agreed  be- 
tween the  two  contracting  parties, 
that  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of 
the  United  States  in  the  ports  of 
the  (Netherlands  in  Europe,  and 
reciprocally  the  consuls  and  vice- 
consuls  of  the  Netherlands  in  the 
ports  of  the  said  States,  shall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  all  privileges,  pro- 
tection, and  assistance,  as  may  be 
usual  and  necessary  for  the  duly 
exercising  of  their  functions  in 
respect  also  of  the  deserters  from 
the  vessels,  whether  public  or  pri- 
vate, of  their  countries. 

Art.  4.  The  contracting  parties 
agree  to  consider  and  treat  as  vessels 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Netherlands  all  such  as,  being  fur- 
nished by  the  competent  authorities 
with  a  passport  or  sea-letter,  shall, 
under  the  then  existing  laws  and 


regulations,  be  recognised  as  nation- 
al vessels  by  the  country  to  which 
they  respectively  belong. 

Art.  5.  In  the  case  of  shipwreck 
or  damage  at  sea,  each  party  shall 
grant  to  the  vessels,  whether  public 
or  private,  of  the  other,  the  same 
assistance  and  protection  which 
would  be  afforded  to  its  own  vessels 
in  like  eases. 

Art.  6.  The  present  treaty  shall 
be  in  force  for  the  term  of  ten 
years,  commencing  six  weeks  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
and  further  until  the  end  of  twelve 
months  after  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  have  given  to  the 
other  notice  of  its  intention ;  each 
of  the  contracting  parties  reserving 
to  itself  the  rieht  of  giving  such 
notice  to  the  other  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  ten  years; 
and  it  is  hereby  mutually  agreed, 
that^  in  case  of  such  notice,  this 
treaty,  and  all  the  provisions 
thereof,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the 
said  twelve  months,  altogether  cease 
and  determine. 

Art.  7.  The  present  treaty  shall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratification 
shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington 
within  six  months  of  its  date,  or 
sooner,  if  practicable. 

In  witness  thereof,  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the 
sime,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
seal  of  their  arms. 

Done,  in  duplicate,  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  this  19th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  hatd 
1839. 

(l.8.)    John  Fobsytu. 
(L.S.)    Ad.  Martini. 
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CHINA. 

EDICT  FROM   THE   IMPERIAL  COMMISSIONER   TO   FOREIGNERS   OF   ALL 

NATIONS. 


'^  Lin,  high  imperial  commis- 
sioner of  the  Celestial  Court,  a 
director  of  the  hoard  of  war,  and 
governor  of  Hookwang,  issues  his 
commands  to  the  forei^ers  of 
every  nation,  requiring  of  all  full 
acquaintance  with  the  tenour 
thereof. 

**  It  is  known  that  the  foreign 
vessels  which  come  for  a  reciprocal 
trade  to  Kwantung,  have  derived 
from  that  trade  very  large  profits. 
This  is  evidenced  by  the  facts,  that 
whereas  the  vessels  annually  re- 
sorting hither  were  formerly  reck- 
oned hardly  by  tens,  their  number 
has  of  late  years  amounted  to  a 
hundred  and  several  times  ten ; 
and  that  whatever  commodities 
they  may  have  brought,  none  have 
failed  to  find  a  full  consumption  ; 
whatever  they  may  have  sought  to 
purchase,  never  have  they  been 
unable  readily  to  do  so.  Let  them 
but  ask  themselves  whether  be- 
tween heaven  or  earth,  any  place 
affording  so  advantageous  a  com- 
mercial mart  is  elsewhere  to  be 
found.  It  is  because  our  great 
emperors,  in  their  universal  bene- 
volence, have  granted  you  com- 
mercial privileges,  that  you  have 
been  favoured  with  these  advan- 
tages. Let  our  ports  once  be  closed 
against  you,  and  for  what  profits 
can  your  several  nations  any  longer 
look.^  Yet  more, — our  tea  and 
our  rhubarb — seeing  that,  should 
you  foreigners  be  deprived  of  them, 
you  therein  lose  the  means  of  pre- 
serving life — are  without  stint  or 
grudge  granted  to  you  for  expor- 
tation, year  by  year,  beyond  the 


seas.  Favours  never  have  been 
greater ! 

"  Are  you  grateful  for  these 
favours  ?  You  must  then  fear 
the  laws,  and  in  seeking  profit  for 
yourselves,  must  do  no  hurt  to 
others.  Why  do  you  bring  to  our 
land  the  opium,  which  in  your 
own  lands  is  not  made  use  of,  by 
it  defrauding  men  of  their  property 
and  causing  injury  to  their  lives  ? 
I  find  that  with  this  thing  you 
have  seduced  and  deluded  the  peo- 
ple of  China  for  tens  of  years  past ; 
and  countless  are  the  unjust  hoards 
that  you  have  thus  acquired.  Such 
conduct  rouses  indignation  in  every 
human  heart,  and  is  utterly  inex. 
cusable  in  the  eye  of  celestial 
reason. 

^'  The  prohibitions  formerly 
enacted  by  the  Celestial  Court 
against  opium  were  comparatively 
lax,  and  it  was  yet  possible  to 
smuggle  the  drug  into  various 
ports.  Of  this  the  great  emperor 
having  now  heard,  his  wrath  has 
been  fearfully  aroused,  nor  will  it 
rest  until  the  evil  be  utterly  ex- 
tirpated. Whoever  among  the 
people  of  this  inner  land  deal  in 
opium,  or  establish  houses  for  the 
smoking  of  it,  shall  be  instantly 
visited  with  the  extreme  penalty 
of  the  laws;  and  it  is  in  con« 
templation  to  render  capital  also 
the  crime  of  smoking  the  drug. 

"  Having  come  into  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Celestial  Court,  you 
should  pay  obedience  to  its  laws 
and  statutes,  equally  with  the 
natives  of  the  land.  I,  the  high 
commisstoner,   having   my  home 
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in  the  maritime  province  of  Fuh- 
keen,  and,  consequently^  having 
early  had  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  the  arts  and  shifts  of  the 
outer  foreigners,  for  this  reason, 
have  been  honoured  by  the  great 
emperor  with  the  full  powers  and 
privileges  of  '  a  high  imperial 
commissioner,  who,  having  repeat- 
edly performed  meritorious  ser- 
vices, is  sent  to  settle  the  affairs 
of  the  outer  frontier.' 

**  Should  I  search  closely  into 
the  offences  of  these  foreigners 
in  forcing  for  a  number  of  years 
the  sale  of  opium,  they  would  be 
found  already  beyond  the  bounds 
of  indulgence.  But,  reflecting 
that  they  are  men  from  distant 
lands,  and  that  they  have  not  be- 
fore been  aware  that  the  prohibi- 
tion of  opium  is  so  severe,  I  cannot 
bear,  in  the  present  plain  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  and  restrictions, 
to  cut  them  off  without  instructive 
monition. 

"  I  find  that  on  board  the  ware- 
housing vessels  which  you  now 
have  lying  at  anchor  in  theLintin, 
and  other  oflfings,  there  are  stored 
up  several  times  ten  thousand  chests 
of  opium,  which  it  is  your  purpose 
and  desire  illicitly  to  dispose  of  by 
sale.  You  do  not  consider,  how- 
ever, the  present  severity  of  the 
measures  in  operation  for  seizure 
of  it  at  the  ports.  Where  will  you 
again  find  any  that  will  dare  to 
give  it  escort  ?  And  similar  mea- 
sures for  the  seizure  of  it  are  in 
operation  also  in  every  province. 
Where  else,  then,  will  you  yet  find 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  it  .f*  At 
the  present  time  the  dealings  in 
opium  are  brought  utterly  to  a 
stand,  and  all  men  are  convinced 
that  it  is  a  nauseous  poison.  Why 
will  you  be  at  the  pains,  llicn,  of 
laying  it  up  on  board  your  foreign 
store-ships,  and  of  keeping  them 


long  anchored  on  the  face  of  the 
open  sea,  not  only  spending  to  no 
purpose  your  labour  and  your 
wealth,  but  exposed  also  to  un- 
foreseen dangers  from  storms  or 
from  fire. 

''  I  proceed  to  issue  my  com- 
mands. When  these  commands 
reach  the  said  foreign  merchants, 
let  them  with  all  haste  pay  obe- 
dience thereto.  Let  them  deliver 
up  to  government  every  particle  of 
the  opium  on  board  their  store- 
ships.  Let  it  be  ascertained  by 
the  Hong  merchants,  who  are  the 
parties  so  delivering  it  up,  and 
what  number  of  chests*  as  also 
what  total  quantity  in  catties  and 
taels,  is  delivered  up  under  each 
name.  Let  these  particulars  be 
brought  together  in  a  clear  tabular 
form,  and  be  presented  to  govern- 
ment, in  order  that  the  opium  may 
all  be  received  in  plain  conformity 
thereto,  that  it  may  be  burned  and 
destroyed,  and  that  thus  the  evil 
may  be  entirely  extirpated.  There 
must  not  be  the  smallest  atom  con- 
cealed or  withheld. 

''At  the  same  time  let  these 
foreigners  give  a  bond,  written 
jointly  in  the  foreign  and  Chinese 
languages,  making  a  declaration  to 
this  efiect : — '  That  their  vessels 
which  shall  hereafter  resort  hither 
will  never  again  dare  to  bring 
opium  with  them ;  and  that  should 
any  be  brought,  as  soon  as  dis- 
covery shall  be  made  of  it,  the 
goods  shall  be  forfeited  to  govmn- 
ment,  and  the  parties  shaU  suffer 
the  extreme  penalties  of  the  kw ; 
and  that  such  punishment  will  be 
willingly  submitted  to.' 

**  I  have  heard  that  you  forelgncTS 
arc  used  to  attach  great  importance 
to  the  words  '  good  faith.*  If,  then, 
you  will  really  do  as  I,  the  high 
commissioner,  have  commanddl, 
will  deliver  up  every  particle  of 
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tbe  opium  that  is  already  here^ 
and  will  stay  altogether  its  future 
introduction,  as  this  will  prove  also 
that  you  are  capahle  of  feeling  con- 
trition for  your  offences,  and  of 
entertaining  a  salutary  dread  of 
punishment,  the  past  may  yet  be 
left  unnoticed.  I,  the  high  com- 
missioner, will  in  that  case,  in 
conjunction  with  the  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor,  address  the 
throne,  imploring  the  great  em- 
peror to  vouchsafe  extraordinary 
favour,  and  not  alone  to  remit  the 
punishment  of  your  past  errors, 
but  also,  as  we  will  further  re- 
quest, to  devise  some  mode  of  be- 
«tDwing  on  you  his  imperial  re- 
wardS)  as  an  encouragement  of  the 
spirit  of  contrition  and  wholesome 
dread  thus  manifested  by  you. 
After  this  you  will  continue  to 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  commer- 
cial intercourse;  and  as  you  will 
not  lose  the  character  of  being 
•  good  foreigners,'  and  will  be 
enabled  to  acquire  profits  and  get 
wealth  by  an  honest  trade,  will 
you  not  indeed  stand  in  a  most 
honorable  position  ? 

*'  If,  however,  you  obstinately 
adhere  to  your  folly,  and  refuse  to 
awake — if  you  think  to  make  up  a 
tale  covering  over  your  illicit  deal- 
ings, or  to  set  up  as  a  pretext  that 
the  opium  is  brought  by  foreign 
seamen,  and  the  foreign  merchants 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it — or  to 
pretend  craftily  that  you  will  carry 
it  back  to  vour  countries,  or  will 
throw  it  into  the  sea — or  to  take 
occasion  to  go  to  other  provinces  in 
search  of  a  door  of  consumption — 
or  to  stifle  inquiry  by  delivering 
up  only  one  or  two- tenths  of  the 
whole  quantity ; — in  any  of  these 
cases  it  will  be  evident  that  you 
retain  a  spirit  of  contumacy  and 
disobedience,  that  you  uphold  vice 
and   will  not  reform.     Then,  al- 


though it  is  the  maxim  of  the  Ce- 
lestial Court  to  treat  with  tender- 
ness and  great  mildness  men  from 
afar,  yet,  as  it  cannot  suffer  them 
to  indulge  in  scornful  and  con- 
temptuous trifling  with  it,  it  will 
become  requisite  to  comprehend 
you  also  in  the  severe  course  of 
punishment  prescribed  by  the  new 
law. 

*'  On  this  occasion,  I,  the  high 
commissioner,  having  come  from 
the  capital,  have  personally  re- 
ceived the  sacred  commands,  that 
wherever  a  law  exists  it  is  to  be 
fully  enforced;  and  as  I  have 
brought  these  full  powers  and 
privileges,  enabling  me  to  perform 
whatever  seems  to  me  right- 
powers  with  which  those  ordina- 
rily given  for  inquiring  and  acting 
in  regard  to  other  matters  are  by 
no  means  comparable,  so  long  as 
the  opium  traffic  remains  unex- 
terminated,  so  long  will  I  delay 
my  return.  I  swear  that  I  will 
progress  with  this  matter  from  its 
beginning  to  its  ending,  and  that 
not  a  thought  of  stopping  half  way 
shall  for  a  moment  be  indulged. 

''  Furthermore,  observing  the 
present  condition  of  the  popular 
mind,  I  And  so  universal  a  spirit 
of  indignation  aroused,  that  should 
you  foreigners  remain  dead  to  a 
sense  of  contrition  and  amend- 
ment, and  continue  to  make  gain 
your  sole  object,  there  will  not 
only  be  arrayed  against  you  the 
martial  terrors  and  powerful  ener- 
gies of  our  naval  and  military 
forces — it  will  be  but  necessary  to 
call  on  the  able-bodies  of  the  peo- 
ple (the  militia  or  posse  comiiaius), 
and  these  alone  will  be  more  than 
adequate  to  the  placing  all  your 
lives  within  my  power.  Besides, 
cither  by  the  temporary  stoppage 
of  your  trade,  or  by  the  permanent 
closing  of  the  ports  against  you 
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what  difficulty  can  there  be  in 
effectually  cutting  off  your  inter- 
course ?  Our  central  empire,  com- 
prising a  territory  of  many  thou- 
sands of  miles,  and  possessing  in 
rich  abundance  all  the  products  of 
the  ground,  has  no  benefit  to  de- 
rive from  the  purchase  of  your 
foreign  commodities,  and  you  may 
therefore  well  fear,  that  from  the 
moment  such  measures  are  taken 
the  livelihood  of  your  several  na- 
tions must  come  to  an  end.  You 
have  travelled  so  far  to  conduct 
your  commercial  business,  how  is 
it  that  you  are  not  yet  alive  to  the 
great  difference  between  the  con- 
dition of  vigorous  exertion  and 
that  of  easy  repose— the  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  power  of  the 
few  and  the  power  of  the  many  ? 

*'  As  to  those  crafty  foreigners 
who,  residing  in  the  foreign  fac- 
tories, have  been  in  the  habit  of 
dealing  in  opium,  I,  the  high  com- 
missioner, have  early  been  pro- 
vided with  a  list  of  them  by  name. 
At  the  same  time,  those  good  fo- 
reigners who  have  not  sold  opium, 
must  also  not  fail  to  be  distinguish- 
ed. Such  of  them  as  will  point 
out  their  depraved  fellow-foreign- 
ers, will  compel  them  to  deliver 


up  their  opium,  and  will  step  forth 
among  the  foremost  to  give  the  re- 
quired bonds,  these  shall  be  re- 
frded  as  the  good  foreigners ;  and 
,  the  high  commissioner,  wiU  at 
once  for  their  encouragement  re- 
ward them  liberally.  It  rests  with 
yourselves  alone  to  choose  whether 
you  will  have  weal  or  wo,  honour 
or  disgrace. 

'^  I  am  now  about  to  command 
the  Hong  merchants  to  proceed  to 
your  factories  to  instruct  and  ad- 
monish you.  A  term  of  three 
days  is  prescribed  for  an  address  to 
be  sent  in  reply  to  me.  And  at 
the  same  time  let  your  duly  attest- 
ed and  faithful  bonds  be  given, 
waiting  for  me,  in  conjuuctioo 
with  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  to  appoint  a  time  for  the 
opium  to  be  delivered  up.  Do  not 
indulge  in  idle  expectations,  or 
seek  to  postpone  matters,  deferring 
to  repent  until  its  lateness  render 
it  ineffectual.— A  special  edict." 

Taoukwang,  19th  year,  2d 
month,  4th  day, 
(March  18, 1839.) 

J.  R.  Morrison, 
Chinese  Secretary  and  Interpreter 
to  the  Superintendents  of  British 
Trade  in  China. 

(True  Translation.) 


EDICT. 


*'  Yu,  Hoppo,  &c.,  proclaims  to 
the  Hong  merchants  for  their  full 
information. 

"Pending  the  stay  of  the  com- 
missioner in  Canton,  and  while  the 
consequences  of  his  investigation, 
both  as  to  foreigners  and  natives, 
are  yet  uncertain,  all  foreign  re- 
sidents are  forbidden  to  go  down  to 
Macao.  I  therefore  issue  this  edict 
to  the  Hong  merchants.    On  re- 


ceipt  of  it  let  them  instantly  com- 
municate to  the  foreigners  its  pur- 
port for  their  information  and  obe- 
dience. For  the  present  they  must 
not  petition  for  leave  to  go  down 
to  Macaa 
^'  Do  not  oppose — a  special  edict 

"  S.  Fbaron." 
Chinese  Interpreter,  G«  C.  C. 

(March  19,  1839.) 
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TRADE  WITH  CHINA. 


;   NOTICE  TO  HBR  BRITANNIC    MAJESTv's  SUBJECTS, 


The  disregard  of  formal  offers 
upon  the  part  of  lier  majesty's 
ofiicer  to  adjust  al!  difficulties  bj 
the  fulfilment  of  the  imperial  will, 
the  unjustifiable  imprisonment  of 
the  whole  foreign  community  in 
Canton,  the  still  more  wanton 
protraction  of  that  captivity,  and 
the  forced  surrender  of  property, 
of  which  the  incidents  have  been 
the  utmost  public  encouragement, 
direct  and  indirect,  upon  the  one 
hand,  and  violent  public  spoliation 
on  the  other— such  are  the  chief 
facts  which  have  sustained  the  de- 
claration put  forward  in  the  notice 
of  the  chief  superintendent  of  the 
trade  of  British  subjects,  dated  at 
Macao  on  the  23d  day  of  March 
last,  that  be  was  without  con- 
fidence in  the  justice  and  modera- 
tion of  the  provincial  government. 

Correction  remaining  to  be 
made  for  the  circumstance  that 
these  later  deei^s  have  been  perpe- 
trated mainly  under  the  authorily 
of  the  imperial  commissioner)  he 
is  also  to  declare,  that  he  is  without 
confidence  in  the  justice  and  mo- 
deration of  the  said  imperial  com- 
missioner. 

Acting  on  the  behalf  of  her  ma- 
jesty's government  in  a  momentous 
emergency,  he  has  in  the  first 
place  to  signify,  tliat  the  demand  he 
recently  made  to  her  majesty's  sub- 
jects for  the  suiTcnder  of  Brilish- 
owned  opium  under  their  control 
had  no  special  reference  to  the 
circumstances  of  that  property. 
Hut  (beyond  tlie  actual  pressure  of 
necessity)  that  demand  was  founded 
on  the  principle  that  these  violent 
compulsory  measures  being  utterly 
unjust  per  se,  and  of  general  appli- 

VoL.  LXXXI, 


cation  for  the  forced  surrender  of 
any  other  property,  or  of  human 
life,  or  for  the  constraint  of  any 
unsuitable  terms  or  concessions,  it 
bfcamc  highly  necessary  to  vest 
and  leave  the  right  of  exacting 
effectual  security,  and  full  indem- 
nity for  every  loss,  directly  in  the 
queen.  These  outrages  linve  al- 
ready temporarily  cast  upon  the 
British  crown  immense  public 
liabilities;  and  it  is  incumbent 
upon  him  al  this  moment  of  release 
to  fix  the  earliest  period  for  re- 
moval from  a  situation  of  total 
insecurity,  and  for  the  termination 
of  all  risk  of  similar  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  her  majesty's 
government, 

He  is  sensible,  loo,  that  he  could 
not  swerve  from  the  purposes  now 
to  be  declared  without  extreme 
danger  to  vast  public  claims  already 
pending,  and  to  general  and  per- 
manent interests   uf  highest  mo- 


Thus  situated,  then,  and  once 
more  referring  to  his  public  notice 
dated  at  Macao  on  the  23d  day  of 
March  last,  he  has  again  to  give  no- 
tice  to,  and  enjoin,  all  her  majesty's 
subjects  to  make  preparation  for 
quitting  Canton  before,  or  at  the 
same  time  with,  her  majesty's  es- 
tablishment i  which  departure  will 
take  place  as  soon  as  the  chief 
superintendant  has  completed  his 
public  obligations  to  this  govern- 
ment. For  the  general  convenience 
he  will  afford  the  best  information 
in  his  power  from  time  to  time 
concerning  the  probable  period  of 
that  event. 

And  he  has  further  to  git  e  notice, 
that   British  subjects,   or  others, 
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thinking  fit  to  make  shipments  of 
property  on  British  account  on 
board  of  British  or  any  other 
foreign  shipping  actually  in  this 
river^  will  be  pleased  to  regulate 
their  proceedings  in  these  respects, 
upon  the  understanding  that  such 
shipments  must  be  made  at  their 
personal  risk  and  responsibility 
after  the  date  of  this  notice. 

And  he  acain  enjoins  all  her 
majesty's  subjects  in  Canton  to 
prepare  sealed  declarations  and  lists 
of  all  claims  whatever  against 
Chinese  subjects,  to  be  adjusted  as 
nearly  as  may  be  to  the  period  of 
their  respective  retirements  from 
Canton  before  him,  or  at  the  same 
time  with  him. 

And  whilst  it  is  specially  to  be 
understood  that  the  proof  of  British 
property,  and  value  of  all  such 
claims  handed  in  to  him  before  his 
departure,  will  be  determined  upon 
principles  and  in  a  manner  here- 
after to  be  defined  by  her  majesty's 
government,  he  has  to  recommend, 
with  a  view  to  uniformity  and 
general  clearness,  that  claims  for 
British  property  left  behind  should 
be  drawn  up  as  far  as  may  be 
practicable  on  invoice  cost. 

And  he  has  now  to  give  notice 
to,  and  enjoin,  all  her  majesty's 
subjects,  either  actually  in  China, 
or  hereafter  arriving,  merchants, 
supracargoes,  commanders,  com- 
manding officers  of  ships,  seamen, 
or  others,  having  control  over,  or 
serving  on  board  of,  British  ships 
or  vessels,  bound  to  the  port  of 
Canton,  not  to  be  recjuiring,  aiding, 
or  assisting,  in  any  way  in  the 
bringing  in  to  the  said  port  of 
Canton  any  such  British  ship  or 
vessel,  to  the  great  danger  of 
British  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
and  the  prejudice  of  the  interests 
and  just  claims  of  the  crown,  till  a 
declaration  shall  be  published  un- 


der his  hand  and  seal  of  oflfices  to 
the  effect  that  such  brining  in  of 
British  shipping,  or  of  British  pro- 
perty in  foreign  shipping,  is  safe 
in  the  premises. 

And  the  chief  superintendent 
making  these  solemn  injunctions 
for  the  safety  of  British  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  and  in  the  protection 
of  the  interests  and  just  claims  of 
the  British  crown,  reserves  to  her 
majesty's  government  in  the  most 
C3mplete  manner  the  power  to 
cancel  *tind  disregard  all  fbtiire 
claims  whatever,  on  the  put  of 
her  majesty's  subjects  or  others, 
preferring  such  claims  on  account 
of  British  property,  either  left  be- 
hind, or  to  be  brought  in,  if  any 
such  British  subjects  or  others  pre- 
ferring such  claims  shall  disr^rd 
these  injunctions  now  put  forwafd, 
respecting  the  keeping  out  of  Brit- 
ish shipping  and  property,  till  the 
declaration  aforesaid  disll  be  duly 
published. 

And  he  has  once  more  to  warn 
her  majesty's  subjects  in  anxious 
terms,  that  such  sudden  and  strong 
measures  as  it  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  on  the  part  of 
competent  authorities,  for  the 
honour  of  the  British  crown,  can- 
not be  prejudiced  by  their  con- 
tinued residence  in  Canton,  beyond 
the  period  of  his  own  stay,  upon 
their  own  responsibilities,  and  in 
spite  of  the  solemn  injunctions  of 
her  majesty's  officer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal 
of  office  at  Canton,  in  China,  this 
22ddayofMay,  1839, 

CuARLES  Elliot, 

Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Trade 

of  British  Subjects  In  Chiaa. 

Edward  Elvsub, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  to   the 

Superintendents. 

(True  Copy.) 
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Hatti  Sheriff,  read  bt  Reschid  Pasha  on  November  Sd,  1839, 
IN  presence  of  all  the  Ministers,  Ulemas,  Pashas,  and 
Deputations  of  Nations,  Sects,  and  Races  Subject  to  the 
Sultan. 


All  the  world  knows  that.  In  the 
first  times  of  the  Ottoman  mon- 
archy, the  precepts  of  the  Koran 
and  the  laws  of  the  empire  were  a 
rule  ever  honoured ;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  empire  increased  in 
force  and  grandeur,  and  all  its 
subjects,  without  exception,  ac- 
quired a  greater  degree  of  ease  and 
prosperity.  But  since  a  century 
and  a  half,  a  succession  of  accidents 
and  different  causes  have  led  to 
people's  ceasing  to  conform  to  the 
sacred  code  of  laws,  and  to  the  rules 
which  flow  from  it.  Thus  the 
internal  prosperity  and  force  be- 
came changed  to  weakness  and 
poverty.  An  empire  loses  its 
stability  in  ceasing  to  observe  its 
laws. 

These  considerations  are  always 
present  to  our  mind;  and  since 
the  day  of  our  accession  to  the 
throne,  the  thoughts  of  the  public 
good,  of  the  amelioration  of  the 
provinces,  and  the  alleviation  of 
the  people's  burthens  have  occu- 
pied me  solely.  If  one  considers 
the  geographical  position  of  the 
Ottoman  provinces,  the  fertility  of 
their  soil,  the  aptitude  and  intelli- 
gence of  their  inhabitants,  one  re- 
mains convinced  that,  by  seeking 
out  efficacious  remedies,  these  may 
be  obtained  and  put  in  practice 
within  the  space  of  a  few  years. 
So  that,  full  of  confidence  in  the 
succour  of  the  Most  High,  and  re- 
lying on  the  intercession  of  the 
prophet,  we  judge  tit  to  seek  by 
new  institutions  to  procure  for  the 
provinces  of  the  empire  the  benefits 
of  a  good  administration.  These 
institutions    relate    principally   to 


three  things;  which  are— 1.  Gua- 
rantees which  insure  to  our  subjects 
the  security  of  honour  and  fortune* 
2.  A  regular  mode  of  fixing  and 
levying  imposts.  3.  A  regular 
mode  of  levying  soldiers  and  fixing 
the  duration  of  their  service. 

Are  not,  in  fact,  life  and  honour 
the  most  precious  benefits  which 
exist  ?  What  man,  no  matter  how 
averse  to  violence  be  his  character, 
could  refrain  from  recurring  to 
violence  if  his  life  and  honour  be 
threatened  ?  If,  on  the  contraryi 
these  be  secured,  a  man  will  not 
quit  the  paths  of  loyalty  and  fidelity. 
If  such  security  be  absent,  every 
man  remains  cold  to  the  voice  of 
either  prince  or  country.  No  one 
thinks  of  the  public  fortune,  being 
too  anxious  about  his  own. 

It  is  most  important  to  fix  the 
rate  of  taxes.  The  state  is  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  them  for  the 
defence  of  its  territories.  For- 
tunately for  the  people,  some  time 
back  they  have  been  delivered  from 
the  vexatious  system  of  monopolies 
—those  bad  sources  of  revenue* 
As  bad  a  source  of  revenue  stili 
subsists,  in  the  venal  concession  of 
offices.  By  this  system  the  civil 
and  local  administration  of  each 
region  is  delivered  up  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  one  man ;  that  is 
to  the  most  violent  and  greedy 
passions ;  for  if  such  farmer  of  the 
revenue'  be  not  superexcellent,  he 
can  have  no  guide  but  his  interest. 
It  is  henceforth  requisite  that  each 
Ottoman  subject  should  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  taxes,  proportioned  to 
his  fortune  and  faculties.  It  is 
also    requisite    that    special   laws 

2  F2 
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should  fix  and  limit  the  expenses 
of  the  military  and  naval  force. 

Although  the  defence  of  the 
country  is  an  important  and  uni- 
versal duty,  and  although  all 
classes  of  the  population  must 
furnish  soldiers  for  the  purpose, 
still  there  ought  to  be  laws  to  fix 
the  contingent  of  each  locality,  and 
limit  to  four  or  five  years  the  term 
of  military  service.  It  is  dealing 
a  mortal  blow  to  agriculture,  as 
well  as  an  injustice  in  itself,  to 
take  more  hands  from  districts  than 
they  can  fairly  spare ;  and  it  is  to 
reduce  soldiers  to  despair^  and  to 
depopulate  the  country,  to  retain 
them  all  their  life  in  service. 

Without  such  laws  as  these,  of 
which  the  necessity  is  felt,  there 
can  be  neither  empire,  nor  force, 
nor  riches,  nor  happiness,  nor 
tranquillity.  All  these  blessings 
may  be  expected  from  new  laws. 
Henceforth,  moreover,  everv  ac- 
cused  person  shall  be  publicly  tried, 
according  to  the  divine  law^  after 
act  and  examination ;  and  no  power 
shall  secretly  or  otherwise  cause 
any  one  to  perish  by  poison,  or  by 
any  other  means,  until  a  regular 
judgment  has  been  passed.  No 
one  shall  hurt  another's  honour ; 
and  each  shall  possess  his  property 
with  liberty,  and  in  fear  of  no  one. 
The  innocent  heirs  of  a  condemned 
person  shall  inherit  his  property, 
nor  shall  the  goods  of  the  criminal 
be  confiscated. 

These  imperial  concessions  ex- 
tend to  all  our  subjects,  of  every 
religion  without  exception.  Per- 
fect security  is  accorded  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  empire  in  life, 
honour,  and  fortune,  as  wills  the 
text  of  our  law. 

With  regard  to  the  other  points. 


which  must  be  regulated  by  en- 
lightened opinions,  our  council  of 
justice,  augmented  by  new  mem- 
bers, and  by  the  adjunction  of  the 
ministers  and  nobility  of  the  em- 
pire, shall  assemble  in  order  to 
prepare  laws  for  the  security  of 
life  and  fortune,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  imposts.  Each  person  in 
these  assemblies  will  state  freely 
his  ideas,  and  ofier  his  advice. 

The  laws  respecting  military 
service  shall  be  debated  in  a  mili- 
tary council  at  the  palace  of  the 
seraskier.  When  the  law  is  pre- 
pared, we  will  give  it  our  sanction, 
and  write  with  the  imperial  hand 
a  heading. 

The  institutions  being  to  cause 
religion  and  government  to  floorisb, 
we  will  permit  nothing  oontraiy  to 
our  promise.  We  will  have  these 
laws  placed  in  the  chamber  of  the 
prophet's  mantle,  and  will  then 
swear  to  them  in  the  presence  of 
the  ulemas  and  the  grandees, 
making  grandees  and  ulemas  also 
swear.  Whoever  shall  infringe 
these  laws  shall  be  punished  with 
the  legal  penalty;  and  a  penal 
code  shall  be  drawn  up  for  the 
purpose. 

All  venality  and  traffic  of  offices 
shall  be  abolished,  as  the  great 
cause  of  the  decadence  of  the 
empire. 

These  dispositions,  being  a  revo- 
cation of  old  usages,  shall  be 
published  at  Constantinople  and 
throughout  our  empire,  and  com- 
municated officially  to  the  ambas- 
sadors resident  there. 

May  the  High  God  keep  you  in 
his  guard,  and  malediction  on  those 
who  shall  act  contrary  to  these 
institutions. 


n 
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Treats  of  Cohhedce  betwej-:n   the  SfBUMeJ Porte  and  Greai 


"Art.  1.  All  the  privileges 
^nted  by  existing  treaties  to 
British  subjects  and  vessels  are  to 
be  maintained  in  TuH  vigour,  unless 
moditied  bj  the  present  treaty,  and 
they  are  to  have  the  same  advaii- 
tnges  as  those  actuully  enjoyed  or 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  and 
vessels  of  any  other  nation. 

"  2,  Permission  is  granted  lo 
tbe  subjects  of  her  Britannic  mii- 
jesty  to  rent  and  purchase  in  all 
parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  with- 
out exception,  the  raw  and  manu- 
factured products  of  the  country, 
and  to  export  thera  without  pay- 
ment of  any  duty;  since  the  Porte 
declares  that  it  abolishes  spon- 
taneously all  the  monopolies  that 
wei^h  upon  the  products  of  agri- 
culture and  other  objects,  with  the 
exception  of  those  already  farmt^d 
out  by  the  government.  In  order 
that  this  arrangement  shall  not  be 
violated  or  in  any  manner  eluded, 
the  Ottoman  I'orte  obliges  itself  to 
malce  this  regulation  compulsory 
on  all  public  functionaries  under 
severe  penalties;  and  in  the  event 
ofafiritish  subject  being  injured 
in  his  rights  by  a  functicnary  of 
the  Porte,  this  power  undertakes 
to  make  him  the  reparation  due. 

"  3.  On  their  side  British  mer- 
chants are  bound  to  pay  the  same 
taxes  as  Turkish  subjects  upon  all 
purchases    and    sales   of   ol^ects 


intended    for    internal    consump- 

"  4.  Every  BritUh  merchant  or 
his  commissioner  sliall  have  the 
faculty  of  transporting  the  giiodi 
mliich  lie  shall  wish  to  export  lo 
the  place  he  shall  judge  most  fit 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  the 
duties  except  at  the  moment  of 
exportation. 

"5.  The  authorisation  fur  the 
passage  of  English  vessels  through 
the  Durdauelies  and  into  the  Black 
Sea  shall  be  granted  in  such  a 
manner  that  these  vessels  shall  ob- 
tain every  facility  and  shall  ex-< 
perience  no  damage. 

"6.  These  arrangements  shall 
receive  the  assent  orthe  Porte  in  all 
the  parts  of  its  empire,  in  Europe 
and  Asia,  as  well  as  in  the  govern- 
monts  of  Africa  and  Kgypt. 

"  7.  The  Porte  declares  that  it  is 
ready  to  grant  freedom  of  trade  in 
its  states  to  any  other  power  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  this 

"  8.  To  obviate  all  mistakes  and 
all  loss  of  time  which  might  be 
caused  by  the  regulating  of  the 
price  of  goods  imported  by  British 
merchants  into  the  states  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  according  to  the 
custom  established  between  the 
two  countries,  the  two  powers  are 
to  name  every  ten  years  cnmrais- 
sioners  foe  fixing  the  tariff." 


Appendix  to  the   Treaty  of  Commerce 

Porte  and  Great  Britain. 

Some  difficulties  Iiaviflg  arisen  with  regard  to  the  articles  concern- 
between  their  excellencies  the  pie.  ing  the  import  and  transit  trades, 
nipotentiaries  of  the  Sublime  Porte  the  two  contracting  parties  have 
and  the  ambassador  of  England  agreed  to  sign  the  above  treaty, 
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without    embodying   therein    the  British  govemmeiit  declares  that 

clauses  relative   to   those  objects,  the  terms  employed  in  thii  article^ 

If  those  clauses  assented  to  by  the  as  well  as  in  all  the  others,  are  to 

Ottoman  government  shall  be  at  a  be .  interpreted    in    their    simple, 

future  day  approved  by  the  British  natural,  and  real  acceptation*  and 

government,  to  whose  approbation  undertakes  not  to  interfere  with 

they   arc   to  be    submitted,   it   is  the  rights  of  the  internal  adminis- 

stipulated  that  they  shall  be  con-  tration  of  the  Ottoman  govem- 

sidered  as  forming  an  integral  part  ment,  which  should  not  be  detri- 

of  the  treaty.  mental  to  British  merchants  or  to 

Art.  1.  All  goods  and  mer-  their  property, 
chandise  whatsoever,  the  growth  Art.  2.  British  merchants,  or 
of  the  soil,  or  the  produce  of  the  their  agents,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
manufactures  of  the  upited  king-  purchase,  in  all  parts  of  Turkey, 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  all  goods  and  merchandise  imported 
as  well  as  of  the  countries  belong-  from  foreign  countries.  If  per- 
ing  to  it,  and  the  property  of  chance  those  articles  bad  only  paid 
British  merchants,  as  also  the  the  import  duty  of  3  per  cent., 
goods  and  merchandise  arriving  in  they  shall  be  liable  to  the  ad- 
English  vessels,  or  from  any  other  ditional  duty  of2  per  cent,  previous 
country  hy  land  or  by  sea,  shall  be  to  their  being  conveyed  for  sale  into 
admitted  as  hitherto,  without  any  the  interior.  But  when  they  shall 
exception,  into  all  parts  of  the  Ot-  afterwards  have  been  sold  in  the 
toman  empire,  on  paying  a  duty  of  interior,  or  sent  to  another  coun- 
3  per  cent  ad  valorem.  In  lieu  of  try,  they  shall  not  be  subjected  to 
all  the  duties  which  are  now  levied  the  payment  of  any  other  duty. 
in  the  interior  on  said  goods  and  Finally,  it  is  to  be  well  understood* 
merchandise,  the  merchants  by  that  if  the  two  duties  of  8  and  2 
whom  they  are  imported  shall  be  per  cent.,  laid  as  import  duties, 
liable  to  an  additional  duty  of  2  have  been  integrally  paid  on  those 
per  cent.,  whether  they  sell  them  articles,  British  merchants  shall  be 
at  the  place  of  their  arrival,  or  free  to  sell  them  or  send  them  to 
convey  them  for  sale  into  the  in te-  another  country,  without  paying 
rior.     No  other  duty,  no  matter  any  duty. 

under  what  title,  shall  be  required  Art.  3.  Every  time  that  goods 

of  the  vendor  or  purchaser,  nor  of  and  merchandise,  the  growth  of  the 

the  individual  who,  having  brought  soil,  or  the  produce  of  the  manu- 

thcm,   muy   wish   to    send    them  factures  of  £ngland|  or   of   the 

abroad.     The    British    merchants  countries  under  her  dominion,  and 

who,  after  paying  the  duty  of  3  belonging  to   British    roerchantSi 

percent,  on  goods  imported  into  shall  pass  through  the  straits  of  the 

one  of  the  harbours  of  the  Levant,  White  Sea  or  Black  Sea,  or  the 

may  forward  them  to  another  bar-  Channel  of  Constantinople,  whe- 

bour   \\ithout    paying  any   other  ther  they  be  on  board  the  vessel 

duty  ',  but  it  is  understood,  that  which  brought  them,  or  in  that  on 

when  they  shall  sell  them  in  the  board  of  which    they   shall  have 

places  of  their  arrival,   or  when  been  transferred,  whether  they  be 

they  send  them  thence  into   the  intended  for  another  country  and 

interior,  they  must  pay   the  ad-  put  on  shore  to  be  afterwaitb  re- 

ditional  duty  of  2  per  cent.    The  embarked^  those  goods  and  mer* 
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cbundise  sliall  pay  no  duty  what- 
ever. But  all  goods  and  merchan- 
dise imported  into  Turkey,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  carried  by  land 
to  a  foreign  country,  across  the 
Ottoman  empire,  and  the  articles 
of  importation  which  a  merchant 


may  send  in  the  same  manner  to 
another  country,  to  sell  them,  after 
keeping  them  in  his  possession^ 
shall  only  pay  a  duty  of  3  per 
cent.,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to 
any  other  kind  of  duty. 


UNITED  STATES. 
The  PaEsiDENTs  M^issage^ 


Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 
and  House  of  Representatives,. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  on  this 
occasion  congratulate  you  that  the 
past  year  has  been  one  of  unalloy- 
ed prosperity.  The  ravages  of  fire 
and  disease  have  painfully  afflicted 
Otherwise  flourishing  portions  of 
our  country ;  and  serious  embar- 
rassments yet  derange  the  trade  of 
many  of  our  cities.  But,  notwith- 
standing these  adverse  circumstan- 
ces, that  general  prosperity  which 
has  been  heretofore  so  bountifully 
bestowed  upon  us  by  the  author  of 
all  good,  still  continues  to  call  for 
our  warmest  gratitude.  Especially 
have  we  reason  to  rejoice  in  the 
exuberapt  harvests  which  have  la- 
vishly recompensed  well-directed 
industry,  and  given  to  it  that  sure 
reward  which  is  vainly  sought  in 
visionary  speculations.  I  cannot, 
iqdeed,  view  without  peculiar  satis- 
faction the  evidences  afforded  by 
the  past  season  of  the  benefits  that 
spring  from  the  steady  devotion  of 
the  husbandman  to  his  honourable 
pursuit.  No  means  of  individual 
comfort  is  more  certain,  and  no 
source  of  national  prosperity  is  so 
sure.  Nothing  can  compensate  a 
people  for  a  dependence  upon  others 
for  the  bread  they  eat  3  and  that 
cheerful  abundance  on  which  the 


happiness  of  every  one  so  much  de- 
pends is  to  be  looked  for  no  where 
with  such  sure  reliance  as  in  the 
industry  of  the  agriculturist  and 
the  bounties  of  the  earth. 

With  foreign  countries  our  rela- 
tions exhibit  the  same  favourable 
aspect  which  was  presented  in  my 
last  annual  message,  and  afford 
continual  proof  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  pacific,  just,  and  forbearing 
policy  adopted  by  the  first  admi- 
nistration of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  pursued  by  its  succes- 
sors. The  extraordinary  powers 
vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  congress 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  in 
an  emergency,  considered  so  far 
probable  as  to  require  that  the  ex- 
ecutive should  possess  ample  means 
to  meet  it,  have  not  been  exerted. 
They  have,  therefore,  been  at- 
tended with  no  other  result  than 
to  increase,  by  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  me,  my  obligations  to 
maintain,  with  religious  exactness, 
the  cardinal  principles  that  govern 
our  intercourse  with  other  nations. 
Happily,  in  our  pending  questions 
with  Great  Britain,  out  of  which 
this  unusual  grant  of  authority 
arose,  nothing  has  occurred  to  re- 
quire its  exertion;  and,  as  it  is 
about  to  return  to  the  legislature, 
I   trust  that  no  future  necessity 
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may  call  for  its  exercise  by  them 
or  its  delegation  to  another  de- 
partment  of  the  government. 

For  the  settlement  of  our  north- 
eastern boundary,  the  proposition 
promised  by  Great  Britain  for  a 
commission  of  exploration  and  sur- 
vey has  been  received,  and  a  coun- 
ter-project, including  also  a  provi- 
sion  for  the  certain  and  final  ad- 
justment of  the  limits  in  dispute, 
is  now  before  the  British  govern- 
ment for  its  consideration.  A  just 
regard  to  the  delicate  state  of  this 
question,  and  a  proper  respect  for 
the  natural  impatience  of  the  state 
of  Maine,  not  less  than  a  convic- 
tion that  this  negotiation  has  been 
already  protracted  longer  than  is 
prudent  on  the  part  of  either  go- 
vernment, have  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  present  favourable  mo- 
ment should  on  no  account  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  without  putting  the 
question  for  ever  at  rest.  I  feel 
con6dent  that  the  government  of 
her  Britannic  majesty  will  take 
the  same  view  of  this  subject,  as  I 
am  persuaded  it  is  governed  by 
desires  equally  strong  and  sincere 
for  the  amicable  termination  of  the 
controversy. 

To  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of 
questions  of  boundary  lines,  espe- 
cially those  described  in  regions 
unoccupied,  and  but  partially 
known,  is  to  be  added  in  our 
country  the  embarrassment  neces- 
sarily arising  out  of  our  constitu- 
tion, by  which  the  general  govern- 
ment is  made  the  organ  of  negoci- 
ating  and  deciding  upon  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  the  states  on 
whose  frontiers  these  lines  are  to 
be  traced.  To  avoid  another  con- 
troversy in  which  a  state  govern- 
ment might  rightfully  claim  to 
have  her  wishes  consulted,  previ- 
ously to  the  conclusion  of  conven- 
tional   arrangements    concerning 


her  rights  of  jurisdiction  or  terri- 
tory, 1  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  to 
another  portion  of  our  contermin- 
ous dominion,  of  which  the  divi- 
sion still  remains  to  be  adjusted. 
I  refer  to  the  line  from  the  en- 
trance of  Lake  Superior  to  the 
most  north-western  point  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  stipulations 
for  the  settlement  of  which  are  to 
be  found  in  the  seventh  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent.  The  com- 
missioners appointed  under  that 
article  by  the  two  govemmentSy 
having  differed  in  their  opinions, 
made  separate  reports»  according 
to  its  stipulations,  upon  the  points 
of  disagreement,  and  these  differ- 
ences are  now  to  be  submitted  to 
the  arbitration  of  some  friendly 
sovereign  or  state*  The  disputed 
points  should  be  settled,  and  the 
line  designated,  before  the  teirito- 
rial  government  of  which  it  is  one 
of  the  boundaries  takes  its  place  in 
the  Union  as  a  state ;  and  I  rely 
upon  the  cordial  co-operation  c^ 
the  British  government  to  efiect 
that  object. 

There  is  every  reason  to  belieycj 
that  disturbances  like  those  which 
lately  agitated  the  neighbouring 
British  provinces  will  not  again 
prove  the  sources  of  border  con- 
tentions, or  interpose  obstacles  to 
the  continuance  of  that  good  un- 
derstanding which  it  is  the  mu* 
tual  interest  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  to  preserve  and 
maintain. 

Within  the  provinces  them« 
selves  tranquillity  is  restored,  and 
on  our  frontier  that  misguided 
sympathy  in  favour  of  what  was 
presumed  to  be  a  general  efibrt  in 
behalf  of  popular  rights,  and  which 
in  some  instances  misled  a  few  of 
our  more  inexperienced  dtiieni^ 
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has  subsided  into  a  rational  con-  from  the  provinces  who  have  sought 
viction  strongly  opposed  to  all  in-  refuge  here.  In  the  few  instances 
termeddling  with  the  internal  af-  in  which  they  were  aided  by  citi- 
fairs  of  our  neighbours.  The  peo-  zens  of  the  United  States,  the  acts 
pie  of  the  United  States  feel,  as  it  of  these  misguided  men  were  not 
is  hoped  they  always  will,  a  warm  only  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
solicitude  for  the  success  of  all  laws  and  well-known  wishes  of 
who  are  sincerely  endeavouring  to  their  own  government,  but  met 
improve  the  political  condition  of  with  the  decided  disapprobation  of 
mankind.  This  generous  feeling  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
they  cherish  towards  the  most  I  regret  to  state  the  appearance 
distant  nations ;  and  it  was  natu-  of  a  different  spirit  among  her 
ral,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  majesty's  subjects  in  the  Canadas* 
awakened  with  more  than  common  The  sentiments  of  hostility  to  our 
warmth  in  behalf  of  their  immedi-  people  and  institutions,  which  have 
ate  neighbours.  But  it  does  not  been  so  frequently  expressed  there, 
belong  to  their  character,  as  a  and  the  disregard  of  our  rights 
community,  to  seek  the  gratifica-  which  have  been  manifested  on 
tion  of  those  feelings  in  acts  which  some  occasions,  have,  I  am  sorry 
violate  their  duty  as  citizens,  en-  to  say,  been  applauded  and  encou- 
danger  the  peace  of  their  country,  raged  by  the  people,  and  even  by 
and  tend  to  bring  upon  it  the  stain  some  of  the  subordinate  local  au- 
of  a  violated  faith  towards  foreign  thorities  of  the  provinces.  The 
nations.  If,  zealous  to  confer  be-  chief  officers  in  Canada  fortunately 
nefits  on  others,  they  appear  for  a  have  not  entertained  the  same  feel- 
moment  to  lose  sight  of  the  per-  ing,  and  have  probably  prevented 
manent  obligations  imposed  upon  excesses  that  must  have  been  fatal 
them  as  citizens,  they  are  seldom  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries, 
long  misled.  From  all  the  inform-  I  look  forward  anxiously  to  a 
ation  I  receive,  confirmed  to  period  when  all  the  transactions 
some  extent  by  personal  observa-  which  have  grown  out  of  this  con- 
tions,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  one  dition  of  our  affairs,  and  which 
can  now  hope  to  engage  in  such  have  been  made  the  subjects  of 
enterprises  without  encountering  complaint  and  remonstrance  by  ths 
public  indignation,  in  addition  to  two  governments  respectively,  shall 
the  severest  penalties  of  the  law.  be  fully  examined,  and  the  proper 
Recent  information  also  leads  satisfaction  given  where  it  is  due 
me  to  hope  that  the  emigrants  from  either  side, 
from  her  majesty's  provinces,  w»ho  Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb 
have  sought  refuge  within  our  the  harmony  of  our  intercourse 
boundaries,  are  disposed  to  become  with  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark, 
peaceable  residents,  and  to  abstain  France,  Naples,  Portugal,  Prussia, 
from  all  attempts  to  endanger  the  Russia,  or  Sweden.  The  internal 
peace  of  the  country  which  has  state  of  Spain  has  sensibly  im- 
afforded  them  an  asylum.  On  a  proved,  and  a  well-grounded  hope 
review  of  the  occurrences  on  both  exists  that  the  return  of  peace  will 
sides  of  the  line,  it  is  satisfactory  restore  to  the  people  of  that  coun- 
to  reflect,  that  in  almost  every  try  their  former  prosperity,  and 
complaint  against  our  country  the  enable  the  government  to  fulfil  all 
offence  may  be  traced  to  emigrants  its  obligations  at  home  and  abroad. 
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The  government  of  Portugal^  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  has 
paid  in  full  the  eleventh  and  last 
instalment  due  to  our  citizens  for 
the  claims  embraced  in  the  settle- 
ment made  with  it  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1837. 

I  lay  before  you  treaties  of  com- 
merce negociated  with  the  kings  of 
Sardinia  and  of  the  Netherlands, 
the  ratifications  of  which  have 
been  exchanged  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  congress.  The  liberal 
principles  of  these  treaties  will 
recommend  them  to  your  approba- 
tion. That  with  Sardinia  is  the 
first  treaty  of  commerce  formed  by 
that  kingdom,  and  it  will,  I  trust, 
answer  the  expectations  of  the 
present  sovereign,  by  aiding  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  his 
country,  and  stimulating  the  enter- 
prise of  his  people.  That  with  the 
Netherlands  happily  terminates  a 
long-existing  subject  of  dispute, 
and  removes  from  our  future  com- 
mercial intercourse  all  apprehen- 
sion of  embarrassment.  The  king 
of  the  Netherlands  has  also,  in 
further  illustration  of  his  character 
for  justice,  and  of  his  desire  to 
remove  every  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, made  compensation  for  an 
American  vessel  captured  in  1800 
by  a  French  privateer,  and  carried 
into  Curacoa,  where  the  proceeds 
were  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
colony,  then,  and  for  a  short  time  af- 
ter, under  the  dominion  of  Holland. 

The  death  of  the  late  sultan  has 
produced  no  alteration  in  our 
relations  with  Turkey.  Our  newly 
appointed  minister  resident  has 
reached  Constantinople,  and  I  have 
received  assurances  from  the  present 
ruler  that  the  obligations  of  our 
treaty  and  those  of  friendship  will 
be  fulfilled  by  himself  in  the  same 
spirit  that  actuated  his  illustrious 
father. 


I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform 
you  that  no  convention  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  upon  Mexico  haa  yet  been 
ratified  by  the  government  of  that 
country.  The  first  convention  for 
that  purpose  was  not  presented  by 
the  president  of  Mexico  for  the 
approbation  of  its  conerets,  from  a 
belief  that  the  king  ofPruisifi«  the 
arbitrator  in  case  of  disagreement 
in  the  joint  commission  to  be 
appointed  by  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  would  not  consent  to  take 
upon  himself  that  friendly  office. 
Although  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  course  pursued  by  Mexico^ 
I  felt  no  hesitation  in  receiving  in 
the  most  conciliating  spirit  the 
explanation  ofilered,  and  also  cheer- 
fully consented  to  a  new  conven- 
tion, in  order  to  arrange  the 
payments  proposed  to  be  made  to 
our  citizens  in  a  manner  whichj 
while  equally  just  to  them,  wai 
deemed  less  onerous  and  inconve- 
nient to  the  Mexican  government. 
Relying  confidently  upon  the  in-  * 
tentions  of  that  government,  Mr, 
Ellis  was  directed  to  repair  to 
Mexico,  and  diplomatic  intercourse 
has  been  resumed  between  the  two 
countries.  The  new  convention 
has,  he  informs  us,  been  recently 
submitted  by  the  president  of  that 
republic  to  its  congress,  under 
circumstances  which  promise  a 
speedy  ratification — a  result  which 
I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  under  our  convention  with 
Texas  for  the  demarcation  of  the 
line  which  separates  us  from  that 
republic.  The  commissioners  of 
both  governments  met  in  New 
Orleans  in  August  last.  The  imnt 
commission  was  organised,  and  ad- 
journed to  convene  at  the  same 
place  on  the  12th  of  October.    It 
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u  presumed  to  be  now  in  the  per- 
formance of  its  duties. 

The  new  government  of  Texas 
has  shown  its  desire  to  culti- 
vate friendly  relations  with  us  by 
a  prompt  reparation  for  injuries 
complained  of  in  the  cases  of  two 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

With  Central  America  a  con- 
vention has  been  concluded  for  the 
renewal  of  its  former  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  This  was  not 
ratified  before  the  departure  of  our 
late  oharg^  d'affaires  from  that 
country^  and  the  copy  brought  by 
him  was  not  received  before  the 
adjournment  of  the  senate  at  the 
Ust  session.  In  the  meanwhile^ 
the  period  limited  for  the  exchange 
uf  ratifications  having  expired^  I 
deemed  it  expedient»  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  the  charge 
d'affairesi  to  send  a  special  agent  to 
Central  America,  to  close  the 
affairs  of  our  mission  there,  and  to 
arrange  with  the  government  an 
extension  of  the  time  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications. 

The  commission  created  by  the 
states  which  formerly  composed  the 
republic  of  Colombia!  for  a(\justing 
the  claims  against  that  government^ 
has,  by  a  very  unexpected  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  under  which 
it  acts,  decided  that  no  provision 
was  made  for  those  claims  of 
citisens  of  the  United  States  which 
arose  from  captures  by  Colombian 
privateers,  and  were  adjudged 
against  the  claimants  in  the  judicial 
tribunals.  This  decision  will  com- 
pel the  United  States  to  apply  to 
the  several  governments  formerly 
united  for  redress.  With  all  these 
—New  Grenada,  Venezuela,  and 
£cuador»  a  perfectly  good  under- 
standing exists.  Our  treaty  with 
Veneeuela  is  faithfully  carried  into 
execution,  and  that  country,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  tranquillity^  is  gra« 


dually  advancing  in  prosperity 
under  the  guidance  of  its  present 
distinguished  president*  general 
Paez.  With  Ecuador  a  liberal 
commercial  convention  has  lately 
been  concluded^  which  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  senate  at  an 
early  day. 

With  the  ereat  American  em- 
pire of  BraxiT  our  relations  eon- 
tlnue  unchanged,  as  does  our 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  other 
governments  of  South  Ameriea-— 
the  Argentine  republic,  and  the 
republics  of  Uruguay,  Chili,  Peru, 
and  Bolivia.  The  dissolution  of 
the  Peru-Bolivian  coofederatioa 
may  occasion  some  temporary  in<i 
convenience  to  our  citizens  in  that 
quarter*  but  the  obligations  on  the 
new  governments  whiph  have 
arisen  out  of  that  confederation  to 
observe  its  treaty  stipulations  will 
no  doubt  be  soon  understoodi  and 
it  is  presumed  that  no  ipdispositign 
will  exist  to  fulfil  those  which  it 
contracted  with  the  United  States. 

The  financial  operations  of  the 
government  during  the  present 
year  have,  I  am  happy  to  say,  been 
very  successful*  The  difficulties 
under  which  the  treasury  de|mrt« 
ment  has  laboured  from  known 
defects  in  the  existing  laws  relative 
to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
monies,  aggravated  by  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  several 
of  the  banks  holding  public  de» 
posits,  or  indebted  to  public  officers 
for  notes  received  in  payment  of 
public  dues*  have  been  surmounted 
to  a  very  gratifying  extent*  The 
large  current  expenditures  have 
been  punctually  met*  and  the  faith 
of  the  government  in  all  its  pecu* 
niary  concerns  has  been  scrupu- 
lously  maintained. 

The  19,000,000  of  treasury 
notes  authorised  by  the  act  of 
congress  of  18d7|  and  thQ  modi6« 
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cations  thereof,  with  a  view  to  the  may  occur  when  it  is  least  expected, 

indulgence  of  merchants  on  their  To  this  end,  it  is  indispensable  that 

duty    bonds,    and   of  the  deposit  its    finances    should    be    untram- 

banks  in   the  payment  of  public  melled,  and  its  resources,  as  far  as 

monies  held  by  them^  have  been  so  practicable,     unincumbered.      No 

punctually  redeemed   as   to  leave  circumstance  could  present  greater 

less  than  the  original  10,000,000  obstacles  to  the  accomplishment  of 

outstanding  at  any  one  time,  and  these  vitally  important  objects  than 

the    whole    amount    unredeemed  the  creation  of  an  onerous  national 

now  falls  short  of  3,000,000.     Of  debt.     Our  own  experience,  and 

these  the  chief  portion  is  not  due  also  that  of  other  nations*  have 

till  next  year,  and  the  whole  would  demonstrated  the  unavoidable  and 

have    been    already   extinguished  fearful     rapidity    with    which   a 

could  the  treasury  have  realised  the  public  debt  is  increased  when  the 

fayments  due  to  it  from  the  banks,  government  has  once  surrendered 
f  those  due  from  them  during  the  itself  to  the  ruinous  practice  of 
next  year  shall  be  punctually  made,  supplying  its  supposed  necessities 
and  if  congress  shall  keep  the  ap-  by  new  loans.  The  struggle, 
propriations  within  the  estimates,  therefore,  on  our  part,  to  be  sue- 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  cessful*  must  be  made  at  the 
all  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  threshold.  To  make  our  eflbrtx 
can  be  redeemed,  and  the  ordinary  effective,  severe  economy  is  neces- 
expenses  defrayed,  without  ira-  sary.  This  is  the  surest  provision 
posing  on  the  people  any  additional  fur  the  national  welfare ;  and  it  is, 
burden  either  of  loans  or  increased  at  the  same  time,  the  best  pre- 
taxes.  servative  of  the  principles  on  which 
To  avoid  this,  and  to  keep  the  our  institutions  rest.  Simplicity 
expenditures  within  reasonable  and  economy  in  the  affiiirs  of  state 
bounds^  is  a  duty,  second  only  in  have  never  failed  to  chasten  and 
importance  to  the  preservation  of  invigorate  republican  principles, 
our  national  character  and  the  while  these  have  been  as  sorely 
protection  of  our  citizens  in  their  subverted  by  national  prodigality, 
civil  and  political  rights.  The  under  whatever  specious  pretexts 
creation,  in  time  of  peace,  of  a  it  may  have  been  introduced  or 
debt  likely  to  become  permanent,  fostered. 

is  an  evil  for  which  there  is  no        These  considerations  cannot  be 

equivaleiit.      The   rapidity    with  lost  upon  a  people  who  have  never 

which   many   of   the    states    are  been  inattentive  to  the  effect  of 

apparently     approaching    to    this  their  policy  upon  the  institutions 

condition,  admonishes  us  of  our  they  have  created  for  themselves  j 

own  duties  in  a  manner  too  im«  but  at  the  present  moment  their 

pressive  to  be  disregarded.     One,  force  is  augmented  by  the  neces- 

not  the  least  important,  is  to  keep  sity  which   a  decreasing  revenue 

the  federal  government  always  in  must  impose.      The  check  lately 

a  condition  to  discharge,  with  ease  given  to  importations   of  artida 

and  vigour,  its  highest  functions,  subject  to  duties,  the  deraneement 

should  their  exercise  be  required  in  the  operations  of  internal  trader 

by    any    sudden    conjuncture   of  and  especially  the  reduction  m- 

public  affairs — a  condition  to  which  dually  taking  place  in  our  tariff  of 

we  are  always  exposed^  and  which  duties,  all  tend  to  lessen  oor  re* 
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ceipts;  indeed,  it  iit  probable  that  those  on  acwunt  of  the  public 
the  diminution  resulting  from  the  debt,  the  post-office,  and  the  trust 
last  cause  alone  will  not  fall  short  funds  in  charge  of  the  government, 
of  ^5,000,000  in  the  year  1842,  had  been  largely  increased  by 
as  the  final  reduction  of  all  duties  Bp|iropriations  for  the  removal  of 
to  20  per  cent,  then  takes  effect,  the  Indians,  for  repelling  Indian 
The  whole  revenue  then  accruing  liosfilities,  and  for  other  less  urgent 
from  the  customs,  and  from  the  expenses  which  grew  out  of  an 
sales  of  public  lands,  if  nat  more,  overflowing  treasury.  Independent 
will  undoubtedly  be  wanted  to  of  the  redemption  of  the  public 
defray  tbe  necessary  expenses  of  debt  and  trusts,  the  gross  ex- 
the  government  under  the  most  penditure  of  ^17,000,000  and 
prudent  administration  of  its  af-  ^18,000,000  in  1834  and  1835 
fairs.  These  are  circumstances  that  Ijhi!  by  thcHe  causes  swelled  to 
impose  the  necessity  of  rigid  ^"29,000,000  in  1836;  pnd  the 
economy,  and  require  its  prompt  nppropriatiims  for  1837,  made  pre- 
and  constant  exercise.  With  ibe  viously  to  the  4tli  of  March,  caused 
legislature  rest  the  power  and  duty  the  expenditure  to  rise  to  the  very 
of  so  adjusting  the  public  expendi-  large  amount  of  #33,000,000. 
ture  as  to  promote  this  end.  By  We  were  enabled  during  the  year 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  1838,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
it  is  only  in  consequence  of  appro*  tinuance  of  our  Indian  embarrass- 
priations  made  by  law  that  money  ments,  somewhat  to  reduce  this 
can  he  drawn  from  the  treasury  ;  amount ;  and  that  for  tbe  present 
no  instance  has  occurred  since  tbe  year,  1839,  will  not,  in  all  proba- 
establishraent  of  the  government  bility,  exceed  ^2G.000,000,  or 
in  which  tbe  executive,  though  a  fi?6,000,000  less  than  it  v/m  last 
component  part  of  the  legislative  year.  With  a  determination,  M 
power,  has  interposed  an  objection  far  as  depends  on  me,  to  continue 
to  an  appropriation  hill  on  the  this  reduction,  I  have  directed  the 
sole  ground  of  its  extravagance,  estimates  for  1840  to  be  subjected 
His  duty  in  this  respect  has  been  to  tbe  severest  scrutiny,  and  to  be 
considered  fulfilled  by  requesting  limited  to  tbe  absolute  require- 
such  appropriations  only  as  tbe  ments  of  the  public  service.  They 
public  service  may  be  reasonably  will  be  found  le^  than  the 
expected  to  require.  In  the  pre-  expenditureti  of  1839  by  over 
sent  earnest  direction  of  tbe  public  #5,000,000. 
Riind  towards  this  subject  both  tbe  Tbe  precautionary  measure! 
executive  and  the  legislature  have  which  will  he  recommended  by 
evidence  of  the  strict  responsibility  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
to  which  they  will  be  held  ;  and,  protect  faithfully  the  public  credit 
while  I  am  conscious  of  my  own  under  the  fluctuations  and  con- 
anxious  efforts  to  perform  with  tingencies  to  which  our  receipts 
iidelity  this  portion  of  my  public  and  expenditures  are  exposed,  and 
functions,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  especially  in  a  commercial  crisis 
to  be  able  to  count  on  a  cordial  like  tbe  present,  are  commended 
co-operation  from  you.  to  your  early  attention. 

At   the    time    I    entered    upim  On  a  former  occasion  your  at- 

my  present   duties,  our  ordinary  tention    was    invited    to    various 

disbursements,  without  including  considerations  id  support  of  a  pre- 
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emption    law    in    behalf  of   the  solemn     engagements    with     the 

lettlen  on  the  public  lands ;  and  commanding  general*  the  Indiani, 

also  of  a  law  graduHting  the  prices  without  any  provocation^  vecom- 

of  such  lands  as  had  long  been  in  menced  their  acts  of  treachery  and 

the  market  unsold^  in  consequence  murder.    The  renewal  of  hostilities 

of   their    inferior    quality.     The  in  that  territory  renders  it  neces- 

execution   of  the  act   which  was  sary  that  I  should  recommend  to 

passed  on  the  first  subject  has  been  your  favourable  consideration  the 

attended  with  the  happiest  conse-  plan  which  will  be  submitted  to 

quences^  in  quieting  titles^  and  se-  you  by  the  secretary  at  war,  in 

curing  improvements  to  the  indus-  order  to  enable  that  department  to 

trious ;  and  it  has  also^  to  a  very  conduct  them  to  a  successful  issue, 

great  extent,  been  exempt  from  the  Having  had  an  opportunity  of 

frauds  which  were  practised  under  personally  inspecting  a  portion  of 

pfevioug    pre-emption    laws.      It  the  troops  during  the  last  summer, 

has,  at    the   same    time,  as   was  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testi- 

anticipated,   contributed    liberally  mony  to  the  success  of  the  effort 

during  the  present    year  to    the  to   improve   their   discipliney    hy 

receipts  of  the  treasury.  keeping  them  together  in  as  large 

The  passage  of  a  graduation  law,  bodies  as  the  nature  of  our  service 

with    the    guards  before   recom-  will  permit.     I  recommend,  there* 

mended,  would  also,  lam  persuaded,  fore,  that  commodious  and   per* 

add  considerably  to  the  revenue  for  manent  barracks  be  constructed  at 

several  years,  and  prove  in  other  the  several  posts  designated  by  the 

respects  just  and  beneficial.  secretary  at  war.     Notwithstand^ 

Your  early  consideration  of  the  ing  the  high  state  of  their  diica* 

subject  is,    therefore,    once  more  pline  and  excellent  police,  the  evils 

earnestly  requested.  resulting  to  the  service  from  the 

The    present  condition  of  the  deficiency  of  company  officers  were 

defence  of  our  principal  seaports  very  apparent*  and  I  recommend 

and  navy  yards,  as  represented  by  that  the  staff  officers  be  perma- 

the    accompanying   re\y3rt  of  the  nently  separated  from  the  line, 

secretary  at  war,  calls  for  the  early  The  navy  has  been  usefully  and 

and  serious  attention  of  congress;  honourably  employed  in  protecting 

and,  as  connecting  itself  intimately  the  rights   and  property   of  our 

with  this  subject,  I  cannot  recom-  citizens,  wherever  the  condition  of 

mend  too   strongly  to  your  con-  affairs  seemed  to  require  its  pr^ 

sideration  the  plan  submitted  by  sence.     With  the  exception  of  one 

that  officer  for  the  organization  of  instance,  where  an  outrage,  aooom- 

the  militia  of  the  United  States.  panicd  by  murder,  was  committed 

Jn  conformity  with  the  expressed  on  a  vessel  of  the  United  States 

wishes  of  congress,  an  attempt  was  while  engaged  in  a  lawful  com* 

made  in  the  spring  to  terminate  merce,  nothing  b  known  to  have 

the  Florida  war  by  negotiation.  It  occurred  to  impede  or  molest  the 

is  to  be  regretted  that  these  hunmue  enterprise  of  our  citizens  on  that 

intentions  should  have  been  frus-  element   where   it  b   so  signally 

trated,  and  that  the  effort  to  bring  displayed.  On  learning  thb  daring 

these    unhappy    difficulties    to    a  act  of   piracy,   commodore  Reed 

satisfactory  cimclusion  should  have  proceeded  immediately  to  the  spot^ 

failed.     But|  after  entering  into  and,  receiving  no  satisfaction, either 
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in  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  tional  communications  Arom  other 

fA  the  restoration  of  the  plundered  sources. 

property,  inflicted  severe  and  me-  The  latest    accounts  from   the 

rited  chastisement    on    the    bar-  exploring  expedition  represent  it 

berians.  as  proceeding  successfullj  in  its 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  objects^  and  promising  results  no 

the  secretary  of  the  navy  respecting  less  useful  to  trade  and  navigation 

the  disposition  of  our  ships  of  war,  than  to  science. 

that  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  The  extent  of  post-^roads  covered 

to  station  a  competent  force  on  the  by  mail  service  on  the  1st  of  July 

coast    of    Africa    to    prevent    a  last  was  about  133,999  miles,  and 

fraudulent  use    of   our    flag    by  the  rate  of  annual  transportation 

foreigners.  upon  them  34,496,878  miles.  The 

Recent   experience    has  shown  number  of  post*offices  on  that  day 

that  the  provisions  in  our  existing  was  12,780,  and  on  the  30th  ult. 

laws  which  relate  to  the  sale  and  13,028. 

transfer  of  American  vessels  while  The  revenue  of  the  post-office 

abroad    are    extremely    defective,  department  for  the   year  ending 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  with  the  SOth  of  June  last  was 

defects  to  give  to  vessels  wholly  <^4,476,638— exhibiting    an    in- 

i)elonging  to  foreigners,  and  navi-  crease  over  the  preceding  year  of 

gating    the    ocean^    an    apparent  ^241,560.    The  engagements  and 

American  ownership.     This  cha-  liabilities  of  the  department  for  the 

racter  has  been  so  well  simulated  same  period  are  ^4,624,117. 

as    to    afford    them    comparative  The  excess  of  liabilities  dver  the 

security  in  prosecuting  the  slave  revenue  for  the  last  two  years  has 

trade,  a   traffic  emphatically  de-  been  met  out  of  the  surplus  which 

nounced  in  our  statutes,  regarded  had  previously  accumulated.     The 

with  abhorrence  by  our  citizens,  cash  on  hand  on  the  30th  ult.  was 

and  of  which  the  effectual  suppres-  about  ^206,701  95c.,  and  the  cuN 

sion   is  nowhere    more    sincerely  rent  income  of   the   department 

desired  than  in  the  United  States,  varies  very  little  from  the  i-ate  of 

These  circumstances  make  it  proper  current  expenditure.     Most  of  the 

to  recommend  to  your  early  atten-  service  suspended    last    year  has 

tion    a  careful   revision   of  these  been   restored,   and   most  of   the 

laws,  so  that,   without  impeding  new  routes  established  by  the  act 

the  freedom  and  facilities  of  our  of  the  7th  of  July,  1838,  have  been 

navigation,  or  impairing  an    im-  set  in  opposition  at  an  annual  cost  of 

portant  branch    of   our   industry  ^136,963.     Notwithstanding  the 

connected   with   it,   the  integrity  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  coun- 

and  honour  of  our  flag  may   be  try,  the  revenue  of  the  d^rtment 

carefully  preserved.     Information  appears  to  be  increasing ;  and  un- 

derived  from   our  consul  at  Ha-  less  it  shall  be  seriously  checked 

vannah,  showing  the  necessity  of  by  the  recent  suspension  of  pay- 

this,  was  communicated  to  a  com-  ment  by  so  many  of  the  banlo,  it 

mittee  of  the  senate  near  the  close  will  be  able  not  only  to  maintain 

of  the  last  session,  but  too  late,  as  the  present  mail  service,  but  in  a 

it  appeared,  to  be  acted  upon.     It  short  time  to  extend  it.     It  is  gra- 

will  be  brought  to  your  notice  bv  tifying  to  witness  the  promptitude 

the  proper  department^  with  addi*  and  fidelity  with  which  the  agents 
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of  this  department  in  general  per- 
form their  public  duties. 

Some  difficulties  have  arisen  in 
relation  to  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  by  railroad 
and  steam-boat  companies.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  maximum  of  com- 
pensation provided  by  congress  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails 
upon  railroads  is  not  sufficient  to 
induce  some  of  the  companies  to 
convey  them  at  such  hours  as  are 
required  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  general 
government  to  provide  and  main- 
tain, for  the  use  of  the  people  of 
the  states,  the  best  practicable  mail 
establishment.  To  arrive  at  that 
endy  it  is  indispensable  that  the 
post-office  department  shall  be  en- 
abled to  control  the  hours  at  which 
the  mails  shall  be  carried  over 
railroads,  as  it  now  does  over  all 
other  roads.  Should  serious  in- 
conveniences arise  from  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  compensation  now 
provided  by  law,  or  from  unrea- 
sonable demands  by  any  of  the 
railroad  companies,  the  subject  is 
of  such  general  importance  as  to 
require  the  prompt  attention  of 
congress. 

In  relation  to  steamboat  lines, 
the  most  efficient  remedy  is  obvi- 
ous, and  has  been  suggested  by  the 
postmaster-general.  The  war  and 
navy  departments  already  employ 
steamboats  in  their  service,  and, 
although  it  is  by  no  means  desira- 
ble that  the  government  should 
undertake  the  transportation  of 
passengers  or  freight  as  a  business, 
there  can  be  no  reasonable  objec- 
tion to  running  boats,  temporarily, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to 
put  down  attempts  at  extortion,  to 
be  discontinued  as  soon  as  reason- 
able contracts  can  be  obtained. 

The  suggestions  of  the  postmas- 


ter-general relative  to  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  legal  allowance  to 
witnesses  in  cases  of  prosecutions 
for  mail  depredations  merit  your 
serious  consideration.  The  safety 
of  the  mails  requires  that  such 
prosecutions  shall  be  efficient^  and 
justice  to  the  citizen  whose  time 
is  required  to  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic demands  not  only  that  bis  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid,  but  that  he 
shall  receive  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation. 

The  reports  from  the  war,  navy, 
and  post-office  departments  will 
accompany  this  communication,  and 
one  from  the  treasury  department 
will  be  presented  to  congress  in  a 
few  days. 

For  various  details  in  reqiect  to 
the  matters  in  charge  of  these  de- 
partments, I  would  refer  you  to 
those  important  documents,  satis- 
fied that  you  will  find  in  them 
many  valuable  suggestions  which 
will  be  found  weUdeserving  the 
attention  of  the  legislature. 

From  a  report  made  in  Decem- 
ber of  last  year  by  the  secretary  of 
state  to  the  senate,  showine  the 
trial- docket  of  each  of  the  circuit 
courts,  and  the  number  of  miles 
each  judge  has  to  travel  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  a  great 
inequality  appears  in  the  amount 
of  labour  assigned  to  each  judge. 
The  number  of  terms  to  be  held 
in  each  of  the  courts  composing 
the  ninth  circuit,  the  distances  be- 
tween the  places  at  which  tbej 
sit,  and  thence  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment are  represented  to  be 
such  as  to  render  it  impossible  for 
the  judge  of  that  circuit  to  perform 
in  a  manner  corresponding  with 
public  exigencies  his  term  and  cir- 
cuit duties.  A  revision,  therefore, 
of  the  present  arrangement  of  the 
circuits  seems  to  be  called  for,  and 
is  recommended  to  your  notioe. 
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I  think  it  proper  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  power  assumed  by 
territorial  legislatures  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  bonds  by  corporate 
companies  on  the  guarantee  of  the 
territory.  Congress  passed  a  law 
in  1836,  providing  that  no  act  of  a 
territorial  legislature  incorporating 
banks  should  have  the  force  of  law 
until  approved  by  congress,  but 
acts  of  a  very  exceptionable  cha- 
racter previously  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  Florida  were  suffered 
to  remain  in  force,  by  virtue  of 
which  bonds  may  be  issued  to  a 
very  large  amount  by  those  insti- 
tutions, upon  the  faith  of  the  ter- 
ritory. A  resolution,  intended  to 
be  a  joint  one,  passed  the  senate  at 
the  same  session,  expressing  the 
sense  of  congress  that  the  laws  in 
question  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  force  unless  amended 
in  many  material  respects,  but  it 
failed  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives from  want  of  time,  and  the 
desired  amendments  have  not  been 
made.  The  interests  involved  are 
of  great  importance,  and  the  sub- 
ject deserves  your  early  and  seri- 
ous attention. 

The  continued  agitation  of  the 
question  relative  to  the  best  mode 
of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic money  still  injuriously  affects 
the  business  of  the  country.  The 
suspension  of  specie  payments  in 
1837  rendered  the  use  of  deposit 
banks,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1836,  a  source  rather  of  embar- 
rassment than  aid,  and  of  necessity 
placed  the  custody  of  most  of  the 
public  money  afterwards  collected 
in  charge  of  the  public  officers. 
The  new  securities  for  its  safety 
which  this  required  were  a  prin- 
cipal cause  of  my  convening  an 
extra  session  of  congress ;  but,  in 
consequence  of  a  disagreement  be- 
tween  the    two    houses,    neither: 

Vol.  LXXXL 


then,  or  at  any  subsequent  period, 
has  there  been  any  legislation  on 
the  subject.  The  effort  made  at 
the  last  session  to  obtain  the  au- 
thority of  congress  to  punish  the 
use  of  public  money  for  private 
purposes  as  a  crime,  a  measure  at- 
tended under  other  governments 
with  signal  advantage,  was  also 
unsuccessful,  from  diversities  of 
opinion  in  that  body,  notwith- 
standing the  anxiety  doubtless  felt 
by  it  to  afford  every  practicable 
security.  The  result  of  this  is 
still  to  leave  the  custody  of  the 
public  money  without  those  safe- 
guards which  had  been  for  several 
years  earnestly  desired  by  the  exe- 
cutive, and,  as  the  remedy  is  only 
to  be  found  in  the  action  of  the 
legislature,  it  imposes  on  me  the 
duty  of  again  submitting  to  you 
the  propriety  of  passing  a  law, 
providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  monies,  and  especially 
to  ask  that  its  use  for  private  pur- 
poses by  any  officers  intrusted  with 
it  may  be  declared  to  be  a  felony, 
punishable  with  penalties  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  of- 
fence. 

These  circumstances,  added  to 
known  defects  in  the  existing 
laws,  and  unusual  derangement  in 
the  general  operations  of  trade, 
have,  during  the  last  three  years, 
much  increased  the  difficulties  at- 
tendant on  the  collection,  keeping, 
and  disbursement,  of  the  revenue, 
and  called  forth  corresponding  ex- 
ertions from  those  having  them  in 
charge.  Happily  these  have  been 
successful  beyond  expectation. 
Vast  sums  have  been  collected  and 
disbursed  by  the  several  depart- 
ments with  unexpected  cheapness 
and  ease ;  transfers  have  been  rea- 
dily made  to  every  part  of  the 
union,  however  distant ;  the  de- 
falcations have  been  far  less  than 
2G 
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might  have  been  anticipated,  from 
the  absence  of  adequate  legal  re- 
straints. Since  the  officers  of  the 
treasury  and  post-office  depart- 
ments were  charged  with  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  monies  received 
by  them  there  have  been  collected 
^60,000,000,  and,  excluding  the 
case  of  the  late  collector  of  New 
York,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
losses  sustained  in  the  collection 
cannot,  it  is  believed,  exceed 
^60,000.  The  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  at  that  city,  of  the 
extent  and  circumstances  of  which 
congress  has  been  fully  informed, 
ran  through  all  the  modes  of 
keeping  the  public  money  that 
have  been  hitherto  in  use,  and  was 
distinguished  by  an  aggravated 
disregard  of  duty,  that  broke 
through  the  restraints  of  every 
system,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
usefully  referred  to  as  a  test  of  the 
comparative  safety  of  either. 

Additional  information  will  also 
be  furnished  by  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reply 
to  a  call  made  upon  that  officer  by 
the  house  of  representatives  at  the 
last  session,  requiring  detailed  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  defaults 
by  public  officers  or  agents  under 
each  administration  from  1789  to 
1837.  This  document  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you  in  a  few  days.  The 
general  results  (independently  of 
the  post-office,  which  is  kept  sepa- 
rately, and  will  be  stated  by  itself), 
so  far  as  they  bear  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are,  that  the  losses  which 
have  been,  and  are  likely  to  be 
sustained,  by  any  class  of  agents, 
have  been — the  greatest  by  brinks, 
including,  as  required  in  the  reso- 
lution, their  depreciated  paper  re- 
ceived for  public  dues;  that  the 
next  largest  have  been  by  disburs- 
ing officers,  and  the  least  by  col. 
lectors  and  receivers,    if  the  losses 


on  duty  bonds  are  included,  they 
alone  will  be  threefold  those  by 
both  collectors  and  receivers.  Our 
whole  experience,  therefore,  fur- 
nishes the  strongest  evidence  that 
the  desired  legislation  of  ooDgpresB 
is  alone  wanting  to  insure  in  Uiose 
operations  the  highest  degree  of 
security  and  facility.  Such  also 
appears  to  have  been  the  experience 
of  other  nations.  From  results  of 
inquiries  made  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  rewd  to  the  pnu>- 
tice  among  them,  I  am  enabled  to 
state  chat  in  twenty-two  out  of 
twenty-seven  foreign  govemmentSy 
from  which  undoubted  infomiation 
has  been  obtained,  the  public  mo- 
nies are  kept  in  charge  of  public 
officers.  This  concurrence  oif  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  that  system  is 
perhaps  as  great  as  exists  on  any 
question  of  internal  administia- 
tion. 

In  the  modes  of  busineas  and  of- 
ficial restraints  on  disbuning  oflU 
cers  no  legal  change  was  produced 
by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. The  report  last  referred  to 
will  be  found  to  contain  also  mudi 
useful  information  in  relation  to 
this  subject.' 

I  have  heretofore  asrigned  to 
congress  my  reasons  for  bdievii^ 
that  the  establishment  of  an  inde- 
pendent national  treasury,  as  con- 
templated by  the  coi|stitution,  is 
necessary  to  the  safe  action  of  the 
federal  government.  The  auspen* 
sion  of  specie  payments  in  1837 
by  the  banks  having  the  custody 
of  the  public  money  showed  in  so 
alarming  a  degree  our  dependence 
on  those  institutions  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  required  by 
law,  that  I  then  recommended  the 
entire  dissolution  of  thatcomwxioib 
This  recommendation  bas  been 
subjected,  as  1  desired  it  should  be^ 
to  severe  scrutiny  and  animatdl 
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digcussion ;  and  I  allow  myself  to 
believe  that,  notwithstanding  the 
natural  diversities  of  opinion  which 
may  be  anticipated  on  all  subjects 
involving  such  important  considera- 
tions, it  has  secured  in  its  favour 
as  general  a  concurrence  of  public 
sentiment  as  could  be  expected  on 
one  of  such  magnitude. 

Recent  events  have  also  conti- 
nued to  develope  new  objections  to 
such  a  connexion.  Seldom  is  any 
bank,  under  the  existing  system 
and  practice,  able  to  meet,  on  de- 
mand, all  its  liabilities  for  deposits 
and  notes  in  circulation.  It  main- 
tains specie  payments,  and  trans. 
acts  a  pro6table  business,  only  by 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  its 
solvency;  and  whenever  this  is 
destroyed,  the  demands  of  its  de» 
positors  and  noteholders— pressed 
more  rapidly  than  it  can  make 
collections  from  its  debtors —  force 
it  to  stop  payment.  This  loss  of 
confidence  with  its  consequences 
occurred  in  1837,  and  afforded  the 
apology  of  the  banks  for  their  sus- 
pension. The  public  then  acqui- 
esced in  the  validity  of  the  excuse ; 
and,  while  the  state  legislatures 
did  not  exact  from  them  their  for- 
feited charters,  congress,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of 
the  executive,  allowed  them  time 
to  pay  over  the  public  money  they 
held,  although  compelled  to  issue 
treasury  notes  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency thus  created. 

It  now  appears  that  there  are 
other  motives  than  a  want  of  pub- 
lic confidence  under  which  the 
banks  seek  to  justify  themselves  in 
a  refusal  to  meet  their  obligations. 
Scarcely  were  the  country  and  go- 
vernment relieved,  in  a  degree, 
from  the  difficulties  occasioned  bv 
the  general  suspension  of  1837, 
when  a  partial  one,  occurring  with- 
in thirty  months  of  the   former. 


produced  new  and  serious  embar- 
rassments, though  it  had  no  pallia- 
tion in  such  circumstances  as  were 
alleged  in  justification  of  that 
which  had  previously  taken  place. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  to  endanger  a 
well-managed  banking  institution ; 
commerce  was  deranged  by  no  fo- 
reign war,  every  branch  of  manu- 
facturing industry  w^as  crowned 
with  rich  rewards;  and  the  more 
than  usual  abundance  of  our  har- 
vests, after  supplying  our  domestic 
wants,  had  left  our  gi*anaries  and 
store-houses  filled  with  a  surplus^ 
for  exportation.  It  is  in  the  midst 
of  this  that  an  irredeemable  and 
depreciateil  paper  currency  is  en- 
taileil  upon  the  people  by  a  large 
portion  of  the  banks.  They  are 
not  driven  to  it  by  the  exhibition 
of  a  loss  of  public  confidence,  or  of 
a  sudden  pressure  from  their  de- 
positors, or  noteholders,  but  they 
excuse  themselves  by  alleging  that 
the  current  of  business,  and  ex- 
change with  foreign  countries, 
which  draw  the  precious  metals 
from  their  vaults,  would  require, 
in  order  to  meet  it,  a  larger  cur- 
tailment of  their  loans  to  a  com- 
parative small  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, than  it  will  be  convenient 
for  them  to  bear,  or  the  banks  to 
exact.  The  plea  has  ceased  to  be 
one  of  necessity.  Convenience  and 
policy  are  now  deemed  sufficient 
to  warrant  these  institutions  in 
disregarding  their  solemn  obliga- 
tions. Such  conduct  is  not  merely 
an  injury  to  individual  creditors, 
but  it  is  a  wrong  to  the  whole 
community,  from  whose  liberality 
they  hold  most  valuable  privileges 
— whose  rights  they  violate,  whose 
business  they  derange,  and  the  va- 
lue of  whose  property  they  render 
unstable  and  insecure.  It  must 
be  evident  that  this  new  ground 
2G2 
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for  bank  suspensions,  in  reference 
to  which  their  action  is  not  only 
disconnected  with,  but  wholly  in. 
dependent  of,  that  of  the  public, 
gives  a  character  to  their  suspen- 
sions more  alarming  than  any 
which  they  exhibited  before,  and 
greatly  increases  the  impropriety 
of  relying  on  the  banks  in  the 
transactions  of  the  government. 

A  large  and  highly  respectable 
portion  of  our  banking  institutions 
are,  it  affords  me  unfeigned  plea- 
sure to  state,  exempted  from  all 
blame  on  account  of  this  second 
delinquency.  They  have,  to  their 
great  credit,  not  only  continued  to 
meet  their  engagements,  but  have 
even  repudiated  the  grounds  of 
suspension  now  resorted  to.  It  is 
only  by  such  a  course  that  the 
confidence  and  good-will  of  the 
community  can  be  preserved,  and, 
in  the  sequel,  the  best  interests  of 
the  institutions  themselves  pro- 
moted. 

New  dangers  to  the  banks  are 
also  daily  disclosed  from  the  exten- 
sion of  that  system  of  extravagant 
credit  of  which  they  are  the  pil- 
lars. Formerly  our  foreign  com- 
merce was  principally  founded  on 
an  exchange  of  commodities,  in- 
cluding the  precious  metals,  and 
leaving  in  its  transactions  but  lit- 
tle foreign  debt.  Such  is  not  now 
the  case.  Aided  by  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  banks,  mere  credit 
has  become  too  commonly  the  basis 
of  trade.  Many  of  the  banks  them- 
selves, not  content  with  largely 
stimlilating  this  system  among 
others,  have  usurped  the  business, 
while  they  impair  the  stability  of 
the  mercantile  community;  they 
have  become  borrowers  instead  of 
lenders;  they  establish  their  agen- 
cies abroad  ;  they  deal  largely  in 
stocks  and  merchandise;  they  en- 
courage the  issue  of  state  securi- 


ties until  the  foreign  market  is 
glutted  with  them ;  and,  unsatis- 
fied with  the  legitimate  use  of 
their  own  capital  and  the  exercise 
of  their  lawful  privileges^  they 
raise,  by  large  loans,  additional 
means  'for  every  variety  of  specii- 
lation.  The  disasters  attenduit  on 
this  deviation  from  the  fonner 
course  of  business  in  this  country 
are  now  shared  alike  by  banks  and 
individuals  to  an  extent  of  which 
there  is  perhaps  no  previous  exam- 
ple in  the  annals  of  our  country. 
So  long  as  a  willingness  of  the  fo. 
reign  lender,  and  a  sufficient  export 
of  our  productions  to  meet  any 
necessary  partial  payments,  leave 
the  flow  of  credit  undisturbed,  all 
appears  to  be  prosperous;  but  as 
soon  as  it  is  checked  by  any  heii- 
tatiou  abroad,  or  by  an  inability  to 
make  payment  there  in  our  pro- 
ductions, the  evils  of  the  system 
are  disclosed:  The  paper  currency 
which  might  serve  for  domestk 
purposes,  is  useless  to  pay  the  debt 
due  in  Europe.  Crold  and  silver 
are  therefore  drawn,  in  exchange 
for  their  notes  from  the  banks. 
To  keep  up  their  supply  of  cob, 
these  institutions  are  obliged  to 
call  upon  their  own  debtors,  who 
pay  them  principally  in  their  own 
notes,  which  are  as  unaviulaUe  to 
them  as  they  are  to  the  merchants 
to  meet  the  foreign  demand.  The 
calls  of  the  banks,  therefore,  in 
such  emergencies,  of  necessity, 
exceed  that  demand,  and  produce 
a  corresponding  curtailment  of  their 
accommodations  and  of  the  cur- 
rency, at  the  very  moment  when 
the  state  of  trade  renders  it  most 
inconvenient  to  be  borne.  The 
intensity  of  this  pressure  on  the 
community  is  in  proportion  to  the 
previous  liberality  of  credit  and 
consequent  expansion  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  forced  sal^  of  property  arp 
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made  at  the  time  when  the  means 
of  purchasing  are  most  reduced, 
and  the  worst  calamities  to  indivi- 
duals are  only  at  last  arrested,  by 
an  open  violation  of  their  obliga- 
tions by  the  banks,  a  refusal  to 
pay  specie  for  their  notes,  and  an 
imposition  upon  the  community  of 
a  fluctuating  and  depreciated  cur- 
rency. 

These  consequences  are  inherent 
in  the  present  system.  They  are 
not  influenced  by  the  banks  being 
large  or  small,  created  by  national 
or  state  governments.  They  are 
the  results  of  the  irresistible  laws 
of  trade  and  credit.  In  the  recent 
events  which  have  so  strikingly 
illustrated  the  certain  effects  of 
these  laws,  we  have  seen  the  bank 
of  the  largest  capital  in  the  union, 
established  under  a  national  char- 
ter, and  lately  strengthened,  as  we 
were  authoritatively  informed,  by 
exchanging  that  for  a  state  charter, 
with  new  and  unusual  privileges 
— in  a  condition,  too,  as  it  was 
said,  of  entire  soundness  and  great 
prosperity — not  merely  unable  to 
resist  these  effects,  but  the  ffrst  to 
yield  to  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  overlooked  that 
there  exists  a  chain  of  necessary 
dependence  among  these  institu- 
tions, which  obliges  them  to  a 
great  extent  to  follow  the  course 
of  others,  notwithstanding  its  in- 
justice to  their  own  immediate 
creditors,  or  injury  to  the  particu- 
lar community  in  which  they  are 
placed.  This  dependence  of  a  bank, 
which  is  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  debts  for  circulation  and 
deposits,  is  not  merely  on  others 
in  its  own  vicinity,  but  on  all  those 
which  connect  it  with  the  centre 
of  trade.  Distant  banks  may  fail, 
without  seriously  affecting  those 
in  our  principal  commercial  cities, 
but  the  failure  of  the  latter  is  felt 


at  the  extremities  of  the  union. 
The  suspension  at  New  York  in 
1837  was  everywhere,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  followed,  as  soon 
as  it  was  known ;  that  recently  at 
Philadelphia  immediately  affected 
the  banks  of  the  South  and  West 
in  a  similar  manner.  This  depend- 
ence of  our  whole  banking  system 
on  the  institutions  in  a  few  large 
cities,  is  not  found  in  the  laws  of 
their  organization,  but  in  those  of 
trade  and  exchange.  The  banks 
at  that  centre  to  which  currency 
flows,  and  where  it  is  required  in 
payment  for  merchandise,  hold  the 
power  of  controlling  those  in  re- 
gions whence  it  comes,  while  the 
latter  possess  no  means  of  restrain- 
ing them  5  so  that  the  value  of 
individual  property  and  the  pros- 
perity of  trade,  through  the  whole 
interior  of  the  country,  are  made 
to  depend  on  the  good  or  bad  ma- 
nagement of  the  banking  institu- 
tions in  the  great  seats  of  trade 
on  the  seaboard. 

But  this  chain  of  dependence 
does  not  stop  here.  It  does  not 
terminate  at  Philadelphia  or  New 
York.  It  reaches  across  the  ocean 
and  ends  in  London,  the  centre  of 
the  credit  system.  The  same  laws 
of  trade  which  give  to  the  banks  in 
our  principal  cities  power  over 
the  whole  banking  system  of  the 
United  States,  subject  the  former, 
in  their  turn,  to  the  money  power 
in  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  denied 
that  the  suspension  of  the  New 
York  banks  in  1837,  which  was  fol- 
lowed in  quick  succession  through- 
out the  union,  was  produced  by 
an  application  of  that  power ;  and 
it  is  now  alleged,  in  extenuation  of 
the  present  condition  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  our  banks,  that  their 
embarrassments  have  arisen  from 
the  same  cause. 

From  this  influence  they  cannot 
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now  entirely  escape,  for  it  has  its 
origin  in  the  credit  currencies  of 
the  two  countries ;  it  is  strength- 
ened by  the  current  of  trade  and 
exchange,  which  centres  in  Lon- 
don, and  is  rendered  almost  irre- 
sistible bv  the  large  debts  con- 
tracted  there  by  our  merchants, 
our  banks,  and  our  states.  It  is 
thus  that  an  introduction  of  a  new 
bank  into  the  most  distant  of  our 
villages  places  the  business  of  that 
village  within  the  influence  of  the 
money  power  in  England.  It  is 
thus  that  every  new  debt  which 
we  contract  in  that  country  se- 
riously alFects  our  own  currency, 
and  extends  over  the  pursuits  of 
our  country  its  powerful  influence. 
We  cannot  escape  from  this  by 
making  new  banks,  great  or  small, 
state  or  national.  The  same  chains 
which  bind  those  now  existing  to 
tlic  centre  of  this  system  of  paper 
credit  must  equally  fetter  every 
similar  institution  we  create.  It  is 
only  by  the  extent  to  which  this 
system  has  been  pushed  of  late,  that 
we  have  been  made  fully  aware  of 
its  irresistible  tendency  to  subject 
our  own  banks  and  currency  to  a 
vast  controlling  power  in  a  foreign 
land ;  and  it  adds  a  new  argu- 
ment to  those  which  illustrate  their 
])recarious  situation.  Endangered 
in  the  first  place  by  their  own 
mismanagement ,  and  again  by  tlio 
conduct  of  every  institution  which 
connects  them  with  the  centre  of 
trade  in  our  own  country,  they  are 
yet  subjected,  beyond  all  this,  to 
the  effect  of  whatever  measures 
))olicy,  necessity,  and  caprice  may 
induce  those  who  control  the  credits 
of  England  to  resort  to.  I  mean 
not  to  comment  upon  these  mea- 
sures, present  or  past,  and  much 
less  to  discourage  the  prosecution 
of  fair  commercial  dealing  between 
the  two  countries,  based  on  reel. 


procal  benefits ;  but  it  having  now 
been  made  manifest  that  the  power 
of  inflicting  these  and  similar 
injuries  is,  by  the  resistless  law  of 
a  credit  currency  and  credit  trade, 
equally  capable  of  extending  their 
consequences  through  all  the  rami- 
fications of  our  bankine  system, 
and  by  that  means  indirectly 
obtaining,  particularly  when  cor 
banks  are  used  as  depositories  ci 
the  public  monies,  a  dangerous 
political  influence  in  the  United 
States,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice, 
and  ask  for  it  your  serious  con- 
sideration. 

Is  an  argument  required  beyond 
the  exposition  of  these  fisicts  to  shoir 
the  impropriety  of  using  our 
banking  institutions  as  depositories 
of  the  public  money?  Can  we 
venture  not  only  to  encounter  the 
risk  of  their  individual  and  mutual 
mismanagement,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  to  place  our  foreign  and 
domestic  policy  entirely  under  the 
control  of  a  foreign  monied  interest? 
To  do  80  is  to  impair  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  government,  as 
the  present  credit  system  has  al- 
ready impaired  the  independence 
of  our  hanks.  It  is  to  submit  all 
its  important  operations^  whether 
of  peace  or  war,  to  be  oontralkd 
or  thwarted  at  first  by  our  banki» 
and  then  by  a  power  abroad  greater 
than  themselves.  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  depict  the  humiliation 
to  which  this  government  and 
people  might  be  sooner  or  later 
reduced  if  the  means  for  defending 
their  rights  are  to  be  made  de- 
pendent upon  those  who  may  have 
the  most  powerful  of  motives  to 
impair  them. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  reference  to 
the  effect  of  this  state  of  things  on 
the  independence  of  our  govern* 
ment  or  of  our  lianlu^  that  the 
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Bubjecfc  presents  itself  for  consider- 
ation ;  it  is  to  be  viewed  also  in  its 
relations  to  the  general  trade  of  our 
country.  The  time  is  not  long 
past  when  a  deficiency  of  foreign 
crops  was  thought  to  afford  a 
profitable  market  for  the  surplus  of 
our  industry ;  but  now  we  wait 
with  feverish  anxiety  the  news  of 
the  English  harvest^  not  so  much 
from  motives  of  commendable  sym- 
pathy, but  fearful  lest  its  antici- 
pated failure  should  narrow  the 
field  of  credit  there.  Does  not 
this  speak  volumes  to  the  patriot  ? 
Can  a  system  be  beneficent,  wise^ 
or  just,  which  creates  greater 
anxiety  for  interests  dependent  on 
foreign  credit  than  for  the  general 
prosperity  of  our  own  country,  and 
the  profitable  exportation  of  the 
surplus  produce  of  our  labour  ? 

The  circumstances  to  which  I 
have  thus  adverted  appear  to  roe  to 
afibrd  weighty  reasons,  developed 
by  late  events^  to  be  added  to  those 
which  I  have  on  former  occasions 
ofiered,  when  submitting  to  your 
better  knowledge  and  discernment 
the  propriety  of  separating  the 
custody  of  the  public  money  from 
banking  institutions  ;  nor  has  any- 
thing occurred  to  lessen,  iu  my 
opinion,  the  force  of  what  has  been 
heretofore  urged.  The  only  ground 
on  which  that  custody  can  be  de- 
sired by  the  banks  is  the  profitable 
use  which  they  may  make  of  the 
money.  Such  use  would  be  re- 
garded in  individuals  as  a  breach 
of  trust,  or  a  crime  of  great 
magnitude,  and  yet  it  may  be 
reasonably  doubted  whether,  first 
and  last,  it  is  not  attended  with 
mcnre  mischievous  consequences 
when  permitted  to  the  former  than 
to  the  latter.  The  practice  of  per- 
mitting the  public  money  to  be 
used  by  its  keepers  as  here  is 
believed  to   be   peculiar   to  this 


country,  and  to  exist  scarcely  any* 
where  else.  To  procure  it  here, 
improper  influences  are  appealed 
to;  unwise  connections  are  esta- 
blished between  the  government 
and  vast  numbers  of  powerful  state 
institutions;  other  motives  than 
the  public  good  are  brought  to  bear 
both  on  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive departments ;  and  selfish  com- 
binations, leading  to  special  legis- 
lation, are  formed.  It  is  made 
the  interest  of  banking  institutions 
and  their  stockholders  throughout 
the  union  to  use  their  exertions  for 
the  increase  of  taxation  and  the 
accumulation  of  a  surplus  revenue ; 
and,  while  an  excuse  is  afforded, 
the  means  are  furnished  for  those 
excessive  issues  which  lead  to  ex- 
travagant trading  and  speculation, 
and  are  the  forerunners  of  a  vast 
debt  abroad,  and  a  suspension  of 
the  banks  at  home. 

Impressed,  therefore,  as  I  am, 
with  the  propriety  of  the  funds  of 
the  government  being  withdrawn 
from  the  private  use  of  either  banks 
or  individuals,  and  the  public 
money  kept  by  duly-appointed 
public  agents,  and  believing,  as  I 
do,  that  such  also  is  the  judgment 
which  discussion,  reflection,  and 
experience  have  produced  on  the 
public  mind,  I  leave  the  subject 
with  you.  It  is,  at  all  events, 
essential  to  the  interests  of  the 
community  and  the  business  of  the 
government  that  a  decision  should 
be  made. 

Most  of  the  arguments  that 
dissuade  us  from  employing  banks, 
in  the  custody  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  money,  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  receipt  of  their 
notes  for  public  dues.  The  dif- 
ference is  only  in  form.  In  one 
instance  the  government  is  a 
creditor  for  its  deposits,  and  in  the 
other  for  the  notes  it  holds.    The/ 
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afford  the  same  opportunity  for 
using  the  public  monies^  and 
cjqually  lead  to  all  the  evils  attend, 
ant  upon  it^  since  a  bank  can  as 
safely  extend  its  discounts  on  a 
deposit  of  its  notes  in  the  hands  of 
a  public  officer  as  on  one  madq^in 
its  own  vaults.  On  the  other 
hand^  it  would  give  to  the  govern- 
ment no  greater  security,  for,  in 
case  of  failure,  the  claim  of  the 
noteholder  would  be  no  better  than 
that  of  a  depositor. 

I  am  aware  that  the  danger  of 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  and 
unreasonable  pressure  upon  sound 
banks,  have  been  urged  as  objec 
tions  to  reijuiring  the  payment  of 
the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver. 
These  objections  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  From  the  best  esti- 
mates we  may  safely  fix  the 
amount  of  specie  in  the  country  at 
^85,(X)0,000,  and  the  portion  of 
that  which  would  be  employed  at 
any  one  time  in  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  government, 
even  if  the  proposed  change  were 
made  at  once,  would  not,  it  is  now, 
after  fuller  investigation,  believed, 
exceed. 4^4,000,000  or<S'5,000,000. 
If  the  change  were  gradual,  several 
years  would  elapse  before  that  sum 
would  be  required,  with  annual 
opportunities  in  the  mean  time  to 
alter  the  law,  should  experience 
prove  it  to  be  oppressive  or  incon- 
venient. The  portions  of  the 
community  on  whose  business  the 
change  would  immediately  operate 
are  comparatively  small,  nor  is  it 
believed  that  its  effect  would  be  in 
the  least  unjust  or  injurious  to 
them. 

In  the  payment  of  duties,  which 
ccmstitute  by  far  the  greater  portion 
of  the  revenue,  a  very  large  pro- 
portion is  derived  from  foreign 
commission  houses  and  asents  of 
foreign  manufacturersi   vmo   sell 


the  goods  consigDed  to  them  gene- 
rally at  auction,  and,  after  paying 
the  duties  out  of  the  avails,  lemit 
the  rest  abroad  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent.  That  the  amount  of 
duties  should,  in  such  casei^  be  also 
retained  in  specie,  can  hardly  be 
made  a  matter  of  complaint.  Our 
own  importing  merchants,  by 
whom  the  residue  of  the  duties  is 
paid,  are  not  only  peculiarly  in- 
terested in  maintaining  a  sound 
currency,  which  the  measure  in 
question  will  especially  promote, 
but  are,  from  the  nature  of  their 
dealings,  best  able  to  know  when 
specie  will  be  needed,  and  to 
procure  it  with  the  least  difficulty 
or  sacrifice.  Residing,  too,  almost 
universally  in  places  where  the 
revenue  is  received,  and  where  the 
drafts  used  by  the  government  for 
its  disbursements  must  concentrate, 
they  have  every  opportunity  to 
obtain  and  use  them  in  place  of 
specie,  should  it  be  for  their  interest 
or  convenience.  Of  the  number 
of  ^these  drafts,  and  the  facilities 
they  may  afford,  as  well  as  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  public 
funds  are  drawn  and  disbursed,  an 
idea  may  be  formed  from  the  fact 
that,  of  nearly  <^20,000,000  paid 
to  the  collectors  and  receivers 
during  the  present  year,  the 
average  amount  in  their  hands  at 
any  time  has  not  exceeded  a  millioa 
and  a  half;  and  of  the<9^15,000,000 
received  by  the  collector  of  New 
York  alone  during  the  present  year, 
the  average  amount  held  by  him, 
subject  to  draft  during  each  week, 
has  been  less  than  <^500,000. 

The  ease  and  safety  of  the  ope* 
rations  of  the  treasury  in  keemng 
the  public  money  are  promoted  by 
the  application  of  its  own  drafts  to 
the  public  dues.  The  objection 
arising  from  having  them  too  lonsp 
outstanding  might  be  obriatedi  anq 
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they  yet  made  to  afford^  to  mer- 
chants and  banks  holding  them>  an 
equivalent  for  specie,  and  in  that 
way  greatly  lessen  the  amount 
actually  required.  Still  less  in- 
convenience will  attend  the  re- 
quirement of  specie  in  purchase  of 
public  lands.  Such  purchases, 
except  when  made  on  speculation, 
are,  in  general,  but  single  transac- 
tions, rarely  repeated  by  the  same 
person;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  for 
the  last  year  and  a  half,  during 
which  the  notes  of  the  sound 
banks  have  been  received,  more 
than  a  moiety  of  these  payments 
has  been  voluntarily  made  in  specie, 
being  a  larger  proportion  than 
would  have  been  required  in  three 
years  under  the  graduation  pro- 
posed. 

It  is  moreover  a  principle,  than 
which  none  is  better  settled  by 
experience,  that  the  supply  of  the 
precious  metals  will  always  be 
found  adequate  to  the  uses  fur 
which  they  are  required.  They 
abound  in  countries  where  no 
other  currencv  is  allowed.     In  our 

m 

own  states,  where  small  notes  are 
excluded,  gold  and  silver  supply 
their  place.  When  driven  to  their 
hiding-places  by  bank-suspensions, 
a  little  firmness  in  the  community 
soon  restores  them  in  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  ordinary  purposes. 
Postage  and  other  public  dues 
have  been  collected  in  coin  without 
serious  inconvenience,  even  in 
states  where  a  depreciated  paper 
currency  has  existed  for  years,  and 
this,  with  the  aid  of  treasury  notes 
for  a  part  of  the  time,  was  done 
without  interruption  during  the 
suspension  of  1837.  At  the  pre- 
sent moment  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  government 
are  made  in  legal  currency  in  the 
largest  portion  of  the  union.  No 
one  suggests  a  departure  from  this 


rule ;  and,  if  it  can  now  be  sue 
cessfully  carried  out,  it  will  be 
surely  attended  with  even  less 
difficulty  when  bank-notes  are 
again  redeemed  in  specie. 

Indeed  I  cannot  think  that  a 
serious  objection  would  anywhere 
be  raised  to  the  receipt  and  pay- 
ment of  gold  and  silver  in  all 
public  transactions,  were  it  not  for 
an  apprehension  that  a  surplus  in 
the  treasury  might  withdraw  a 
large  portion  of  it  from  circulation, 
and  lock  it  up  un profitably  in  the 
public  vaults.  It  would  not,  in 
my  opinion,  be  difficult  to  prevent 
such  inconvenience  from  occurring; 
but  the  authentic  statements  which 
I  have  already  submitted  to  you  in 
regard  to  the  actual  amount  in  the 
public  treasury  at  any  one  time 
during  the  period  embraced  in 
them,  and  the  little  probability  of 
a  different  state  of  the  treasury  for 
at  least  seven  years  to  come,  seem 
to  render  it  unnecessary  to  dwell 
upon  it.  Congress,  moreover,  as  I 
have  before  observed,  will  in  every 
year  have  an  opportunity  to  guard 
against  it,  should  the  occurrence 
of  any  circumstances  lead  us  to 
apprehend  injury  from  this  source. 
Viewing  the  subject  in  all  its 
aspects,  I  cannot  believe  that  any 
period  will  be  more  auspicious 
than  the  present  for  the  adoption 
of  all  measures  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  sanctity  of  our  own 
engagements,  and  to  aid  in  securing 
to  the  community  that  abundant 
supply  of  the  precious  metals 
which  adds  so  much  to  their  pros* 
perity,  and  gives  such  increased 
stability  to  all  their  dealings. 

In  a  country  so  commercial  as 
ours,  banks  in  some  form  will 
probably  always  exist;  but  this 
serves  only  to  render  it  the  more 
incumbent  on  us,  notwithstanding 
the  discouragements  of  the  pastj  to 
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strive  in  our  rcspectire  stations  to 
mitigate  the  evils  they  jiroducc; 
to  take  from  them^  as  rapidly  as 
the  obligations  of  public  faith  and 
a  careful  consideration  of  the 
immediate  interests  of  the  com- 
munity will  permit,  the  unjust 
character  of  monopolies ;  to  check, 
so  far  as  may  be  practicable  by 
prudent  legislation,  those  tempta- 
tions of  interest  and  those  oppor- 
tunities for  their  dangerous  indul- 
gence which  beset  them  on  every 
side,  and  to  confine  them  strictly 
to  the  performance  of  their  para- 
mount duty,  that  of  aiding  the 
operations  c^  commerce,  rather  than 
consulting  their  own  exclusive 
advantage.  These  and  other  salu- 
tary reforms  may,  it  is  believed,  be 
accomplished  without  the  violation 
of  any  of  .the  great  principles  of 
the  social  compact,  the  obsservuncc 
of  which  is  indispensable  to  its 
existence,  or  interfering  in  any 
way  with  the  useful  and  profitable 
employment  of  real  capital. 

Institutions  so  framed  have  ex- 
isted and  still  exist  elsewhere, 
giving  to  commercial  intercourse 
all  necessary  facilities,  without 
inflating  or  depreciating  the  cur- 
rency, or  stimulating  speculation. 
Thus  accomplishing  their  legiti- 
mate ends,  they  have  gained  the 
surest  guarantee  for  their  protection 
and  encouragement  in  the  good 
will  of  the  community.  Among  a 
people  so  just  as  ours,  the  same 
results  could  not  fail  to  attend  a 
similar  course.  The  direct  super- 
visicn  of  the  banks  belongs,  from 
the  nature  of  our  government,  to 
the  states  who  authorise  them.  It 
is  to  their  legislatures  that  the 
people  must  mainly  look  for  action 
on  that  subject.  But,  as  the 
conduct  of  the  federal  government 
in  the  management  of  its  revenue 
alao  a  powerful  though  less 


immediate  influence  apon  iIkiii,  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  me  that  a 
proper  direction  is  given  to  it. 
While  the  keeping  of  thepuUk 
revenue  in  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent treasury,  and  the  cdUecting 
it  in  gold  and  ^ver,  will  have  a 
salutary  influence  on  the  system  of 
paper  credit,  with  whidi  idl  hanks 
are  connected,  and  thus  aid  those 
that  are  sound  and  well  managed, 
it  will,  at  the  same  time,  sensiUy 
check  such  as  are  otherwise^  by  at 
once  witholding  the  means  of 
extravagance  afibrded  by  the  public 
funds,  and  restraining  them  from 
excessive  issues  of  notes  whidi 
they  would  be  constantly  called 
upon  to  redeem. 

I  am  aware  it  has  been  nrged 
that  this  control  may  be  best 
attained  and  exerted  by  means  of  a 
national  bank.  The  constitutional 
objections  which  I  am  well  known 
to  entertain  would  prevent  me  in 
any  event  from  proposing  or 
assenting  to  that,  remedy  ;  but,  ia 
addition  to  this,  I  cannot,  after 
past  experience,  bring  myself  to 
think  that  it  can  any  longer  be 
extensively  regarded  for  suck  a 
purpose.  The  history  of  the  late 
national  bank*  througjh  all  its 
mutations,  shows  that  it  was  not 
so.  On  the  contrary  it  may,  after 
a  careful  consideration  of  the  suIh 
ject,  be,  I  think,  safely  statedi  that 
at  every  period  of  bulking  excess 
it  took  the  lead ;  that  in  1817, 
and  1818,  in  1823,  in  1831,  and 
1834,  in  its  vast  expansions^  fiil- 
lowed  by  distressing  oontractionsb 
led  to  those  of  the  state  institutionSi 
It  swelled  and  maddened  the  tides 
of  the  banking  system,  but  seldom 
allayed  or  safely  directed  them. 
At  a  few  periods  only  was  a  salutary 
control  exercised,  but  an  eager 
desire,  on  the  contrary,  exhibited 
fen:  profit  in  the  first  plaoe;  andifi 
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afterwaitls^  its  measures  were 
severe  towards  other  institutions, 
it  was  because  its  own  safety  com- 
pelled it  to  adopt  them.  It  did 
not  difier  from  them  in  principle  or 
fiHrm  $  its  measures  emanated  from 
the  same  spirit  of  gain ;  it  felt  the 
sam^  temptation  to  over-issues ;  it 
suffered  from^  and  was  totaUy 
unable  to  averts  those  laws  of  trade 
by  which  it  was  itself  affected 
equally  with  them;  and  at  least 
on  one  occasion,  at  an  early  day^  it 
was  saved  only  by  extraordinary 
exertions  from  the  same  fate  that 
attended  the  weakest  institution  it 
professed  to  supervise.  In  1837 
it  failed  equally  with  others,  in 
redeeming  its  notes,  though  the 
two  years  allowed  by  its  charter 
for  that  purpose  had  not  e:^pired,  a 
large  amount  of  which  remains  to 
the  present  time  uutstauding. 

It  is  true  that,  having  so  vast 
^  capital,  and  strengthened  by 
the  use  of  all  the  revenues  of 
the  government,  it  possessed  more 
power;  but  while  it  was  it- 
self, by  that  circumstance,  freed 
from  the  control  which  all  banks 
require,  its  paramount  object  and 
inducement  were  left  the  same — 
to  make  the  most  for  its  stock- 
holders, not  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  Nor  has  it, 
as  far  as  we  are  advised,  been  found 
to  be  greatly  otherwise  elsewhere. 
The  nations^  character  given  to  the 
Bank  of  England  has  not  prevented 
excessive  fluctuations  in  their  cur- 
rency, and  it  proved  unable  to 
keep  off  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  which  lasted  for  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  And  why 
should  we  expect  it  to  be  other- 
wise ?  A  national  institution, 
though  deriving  its  charter  from  a 
diffei*ent  source  than  the  state 
hanks,  is  yet  constituted  upon  the 
same  principles,  is  conducted  by 


men  equally  exposed  to  temptation, 
and  is  liable  to  the  same  disasters, 
with  the  additional  disadvantage 
that  its  magnitude  occasions  an 
extent  of  confusion  and  distress 
which  the  mismanagement  of 
smaller  itistitutions  could  not  pro* 
duce.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  the  recent  suspension  of  the 
United  States  Bank  of  Pensylvania 
— of  which  the  efiects  are  felt  ttol 
in  that  state  alone,  but  over  half 
the  union— > had  its  origin  in  a 
course  of  business  commenced  while 
it  was  a  national  institution  ;  and 
there  is  no  good  reason  fbr  sup- 
posing that  the  same  consequences 
would  not  have  followed  had  it 
still  derived  its  powers  from  the 
general  government.  It  is  in  vain, 
when  the  influences  and  impulses 
are  the  same,  to  look  for  a  dif<* 
ference  in  conduct  or  results.  By 
such  creations  we  do,  therefore,  but 
increase  the  mass  of  paper  credit 
and  paper  currency,  without  check- 
ing their  attendant  evils  and 
fluctuations.  The  extent  of  power 
and  the  efliciency  of  ofganiKatioii 
which  we  give,  so  far  from  being 
beneflcial,  are  in  practice  podiivdy 
injurious.  They  strengthen  the 
chain  of  dependence  throughout 
the  union^  subject  all  parts  more 
certainly  to  common  disaster,  and 
bind  every  bank  more  effectually, 
in  the  flrst  instance,  to  those  of  our 
commercial  cities,  and,  in  the  end, 
to  a  foreign  power.  Ju  a  word,  I 
cannot  but  believe  that,  With  the 
full  understanding  of  the  opera- 
tions of  our  banking  system  which 
experience  has  produced,  public 
sentiment  is  not  less  opposed  to 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank  fbr 
purposes  connected  with  currency 
and  commerce,  than  (or  those  con- 
nected with  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  government 
Yet  the  commerce  and  cuirenty 


460 


ANNUAL     REGISTER,  1839. 


of  the  country  are  suffering  evils 
from  the  operations  of  the  state 
banks  which  cannot  and  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked.  By  their  means 
we  have  been  flooded  with  a  de- 
preciated paper,  which  it  was  evi- 
dently the  design  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  to  prevent  when 
they  required  congress,  to  "coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  of 
foreign  coins,'*  and  when  they  for- 
bade the  states  "to  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit^  make  anything 
but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debts,"  or  "pass  any 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts."  If  they  did  not  guard 
more  explicitly  against  the  present 
state  of  things,  it  was  because  they 
could  not  have  anticipated  that  the 
few  banks  then  existing  were  to 
swell  to  an  extent  which  would 
expel  to  so  great  a  degree  the  gold 
and  silver,  for  which  they  had  pro- 
vided, from  the  channels  of  circu- 
lation, and  fill  them  with  a  curren- 
cy that  defeats  the  object  they  had 
in  view.  The  remedy  for  this  must 
chiefly  rest  with  the  states  from 
whose  legislation  it  has  sprung. 
No  good  that  might  accrue  in  a 
particular  case  from  the  exercise  of 
powers  not  obviously  conferred  on 
the  general  government,  would 
authorize  its  interference,  or  jus« 
tify  a  course  that  might,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  increase,  at  the 
expense  of  the  states,  the  power  of 
the  federal  authorities ;  nor  do  I 
doubt  that  the  states  will  apply 
the  remedy.  Within  the  last  few 
years  events  have  appealed  to  them 
too  strongly  to  be  disregarded. 
They  have  seen  that  the  constitu- 
tion though  theoretically  adhered 
to^  is  subverted  in  practice;  that 
while  on  the  statute-books  there  is 
no  legal  tender  but  gold  and  silver 
-—no  law  impairing  the  obligations 
of  contracts— yet  that,  in  point  of 


fact,  the  privileges  conferred  on 
banking  corporations  have  made 
their  notes  the  currency  of  the 
country  ;  that  the  obligations  im- 
posed by  these  notes  are  violated 
under  the  impulses  of  interest  or 
convenience ;  and  that  the  number 
and  power  of  the  persons  connect- 
ed with  these  corporations,  or 
placed  under  their  influence,  give 
them  a  fearful  weight  when  their 
interest  is  in  opposition  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 
To  the  people  it  is  immaterial 
whether  these  results  are  produced 
by  open  violations  of  the  latter,  or 
by  the  workings  of  a  system  of 
which  the  result  is  the  same.  An 
inflexible  execution  even  of  the 
existing  statutes  of  most  of  the 
states  would  redress  many  evils 
now  endured,  would  effectually 
show  the  banks  the  danger  and 
mismanagement  which  impunity 
encourages  them  to  repeat,  and 
would  teach  all  corporations  the 
useful  lesson  that  they  are  the 
subjects  of  the  law  and  the  ser- 
vants of  the  people.  What  is  still 
wanting  to  effect  these  objects 
must  be  sought  in  additional  legis- 
lation ;  or,  u  that  be  inadequate, 
in  such  further  constitutionalgrants 
or  restrictions  as  may  brinff  us 
back  into  the  path  from  whi(£  we 
have  so  widely  wandered. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  general  government  to  oo* 
operate  with  the  states  by  a  wise 
exercise  of  its  constitutional  pow- 
ers, and  the  enforcement  of  its  ex- 
isting laws*  The  extent  to  which 
it  may  do  so  by  further  enact- 
ments i  have  already  adverted  to, 
and  the  wisdom  of  congress  may 
yet  enlarge  them.  But,  above  all, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  hold 
erect  the  principles  of  morality 
and  law,  constantly  executing  our 
own  contracts  in  accordance  with 
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the  provisions  of  the  constitution^ 
and  thus  serving  as  a  rallying  point 
by  which  our  whole  country  may 
be  brought  back  to  that  safe  and 
honoured  standard. 

Our  people  will  not  be  long  in- 
sensible to  the  extent  of  the  bur- 
dens entailed  upon  them  by  the 
false  system  that  has  been  operat- 
ing on  their  sanguine,  energetic, 
and  industrious  character ;  nor  to 
the  means  necessary  to  extricate 
themselves  from  these  embarrass- 
ments. The  weight  which  presses 
upon  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
and  states  is  an  enormous  debt 
foreign  and  domestic.  The  foreign 
debt  of  our  states,  corporations, 
and  men  of  business,  can  scarcely 
be  less  than  ^200,000,000,  re- 
quiring more  than  ^10,000,000 
a  year  to  pay  the  interest.  This 
sum  has  not  been  paid  out  of  the 
exports  of  the  country,  and  must 
of  necessity  cut  off  imports  to  that 
extent,  or  plunge  the  country 
more  deeply  in  debt  from  year  to 
year.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
increase  of  the  foreign  debt  must 
augment  the  annual  demand  on 
the  exports  to  pay  the  interest,  and 
to  the  same  extent  diminish  the 
imports,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  foreign  debt, 
and  the  consequent  increase  of  in- 
terest, must  be  the  decrease  of  the 
import  trade. 

In  lieu  of  the  comforts  which  it 
now  brings  us,  we  might  have  our 
gigantic  banking  institutions,  and 
splendid,  but  in  many  instances 
profitless,  railroads,  and  canals,  ab- 
sorbing to  a  great  extent,  in  inter- 
est upon  the  capital  borrowed  to 
construct  them,  the  surplus  fruits 
of  national  industry  for  years  to 
come,  and  securing  to  posterity  no 
adequate  return  for  the  comforts 
which  the  labours  of  their  hands 
might  otherwise  have  secured.    It 


is  not  by  the  increase  of  this  debt 
that  relief  is  to  be  sought,  but  in 
its  diminution.  Upon  this  point 
there  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  hope 
before  us  j  not  so  much  in  the  re- 
turn of  confidence  abroad^  which 
will  enable  the  states  to  borrow 
more  money,  as  in  a  change  of 
public  feeling  at  home,  which 
prompts  our  people  to  pause  in 
their  career, .  and  think  of  the 
means  by  which  our  debts  are  to 
be  paid,  before  they  are  contracted. 

If  we  would  escape  embarrass- 
ment, public  and  private,  we  must 
cease  to  run  in  debt,  except  for  ob- 
jects of  necessity,  or  such  as  yield 
a  certain  return.  Let  the  faith  of 
the  states,  corporations,  and  indi- 
viduals, already  pledged,  be  kept 
with  the  most  punctilious  regard. 
It  is  due  to  our  national  character, 
as  well  as  to  justice,  that  this 
should,  on  the  part  of  each,  be  a 
fixed  principle  of  conduct.  But  it 
behoves  us  all  to  be  more  chary  in 
pledging  it  hereafter.  By  ceasing 
to  run  in  debt,  and  applying  the 
surplus  of  our  crops  and  incomes 
to  the  discharge  of  existing  obliga- 
tions, buying  less  and  selling  more, 
and  managing  all  affairs,  public 
and  private,  with  strict  economy 
and  frugality,  we  shall  see  our 
country  soon  recover  from  a  tem- 
porary depression,  arising  not  from 
natural  and  permanent  causes,  but 
from  those  I  have  enumerated,  and 
advance  with  renewed  vigour  in 
her  career  of  prosperity. 

Fortunately  for  us,  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  the  balance  of  trade 
is  greatly  against  us,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  meeting  it  enhanced  by 
the  disturbed  state  of  our  money 
affairs,  the  bounties  of  Providence 
have  come  to  relieve  us  from  the 
consequences  of  past  errors.  A 
faithful  application  of  the  immense 
results  of  the  labours  of  the  last 
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session^  and  perseverance  in  the 
same  course  will,  in  due  season, 
accomplish  the  rest.  We  have  had 
full  experience^  in  times  past^  of 
the  extraordinary  results  which 
can^  in  this  respect^  he  brought 
about  in  a  short  period,  by  the 
united  and  well^irected  efibrts  of 
a  community  like  ours.  Our  sur* 
plus  profits,  the  energy  and  in. 
dustry  of  our  population,  and  the 
wonderful  advantages  which  Pro* 
vidence  has  bestowed  upon  our 
country,  in  its  climate,  its  various 
productions,  indispensable  to  other 
nations,  will,  in  due  time,  afford 
abundant  means  to  perfect  the  most 
useful  of  those  objects  for  which 
the  states  have  been  plunging 
themselves  of  late  in  embarrass- 
ment and  debt,  without  imposing 
on  ourselves  or  our  children  such 
fearful  burdens. 

But  let  it  be  indelibly  engraved 
on  our  minds  that  relief  is  not  to 
be  found  in  expedients.  Indebted- 
ness  cannot  be  lessened  by  borrow- 
ing more  money,  or  by  changing 
the  form  of  the  debt.  The  balance 
of  trade  is  not  to  be  turned  in  our 
favour  by  creating  new  demands 
upon  UR  abroad.  Our  currency 
cannot  be  improved  by  the  crea- 
tion of  new  banks,  or  more  issues 
from  those  which  now  exist.  Al- 
though these  devices  sometimes  ap- 
])car  to  give  temporary  relief,  they 
almost  invariably  aggravate  the 
evil  in  the  end.  It  is  only  by  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  curtail- 
ingpublic  and  private  expenditures, 
by  paying  our  debts,  and  by  re. 
forming  our  banking  system,  that 
we  are  to  expect  effectual  relief, 
security  for  the  future,  and  an  en- 
during prosperity.  In  shaping  the 
instituticms  and  policy  of  the  ge- 
neral government  so  as  to  promote, 
as  far  as  it  can  with  its  limited 
powers,  these  important  ends,  you 


may^  rely  on  my  most  cordial  co- 
operation. 

That  there  should  have  been,  in 
the  progress  of  recent  eventfi» 
doubts  in  many  quarters,  and  in 
some  a  heated  opposition  to  every 
change,  cannot  surprise  us.  Doubts 
are  properly  attendant  on  all  re- 
form ;  and  it  is  peculiarly  in  the 
nature  of  such  abuses  as  we  are 
now  encountering  to  seek  to  pw^ 
petuate  their  power  by  means  of 
the  influence  they  have  been  per- 
mitted to  acquire.  It  is  their  re. 
suit,  if  not  their  object^  to  gain  for 
the  few  an  ascendancy  over  the 
many,  by  securing  to  them  a  mo- 
nopdy  of  the  currency,  the  medium 
through  which  most  of  the  wants 
of  mankind  are  supplied— to  pro* 
duce  throughout  society  a  chain  of 
dependence  which  leads  all  classes 
to  look  to  privileged  associations 
for  the  means  of  speculation  and 
extravagance— to  nourish,  in  pie- 
ferenoe  to  the  manly  virtues  that 
give  dignity  to  human  nature,  a 
craving  desire  for  luxurious  enjoy* 
ment  and  sudden  wealth,  which 
renders  those  who  seek  them  de- 
pendent on  those  who  supply  them 
•—to  substitute  for  republican  sim« 
plicity  and  economical  habits  a 
sickly  appetite  for  effeminate  in- 
dulgence, and  an  imitation  of  that 
reckless  extravagance  which  im- 
poverished and  enslaved  the  indus- 
trious people  of  foreign  lands;  and, 
at  last,  to  fix  upon  us,  instead  of 
those  equal  political  rights,  the  ao« 
quisition  of  which  was  alike  the 
object  and  supposed  reward  of  our 
revolutionary  struggle^  a  system  td 
exclusive  privileges  conferred  by 
partial  legislation.  To  remove  the 
influences  which  had  thus  gradu- 
ally grown  up  amongst  us — to  de- 
prive them  of  their  deceptive  ad- 
vantages — to  test  them  by  the  light 
of  wisdom  and  truth— to  oppose 
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the  force  which  they  concentrate 
in  their  support— all  this  was  ne- 
cessarily the  work  of  time,  even 
among  a  people  so  enlightened  and 
pure  as  that  of  the  United  States, 
In  most  other  countries,  perhaps, 
it  could  only  he  accomplished 
through  that  series  of  revolutionary 
movements,  which  are  too  often 
found  necessary  to  effect  any  great 
and  radical  reform ;  hut  it  is  the 
crowning  merit  of  our  institutions 
that  they  create  and  nourish  in  the 
vast  majority  of  our  people  a  dis<» 
position  and  a  power  peaceahly  to 
remedy  abuses  which  have  else- 
where caused  the  effusion  of  rivers 
of  blood,  and  the  sacrifice  of  thou- 
sands of  the  human  race.  The  re-> 
suit  thus  far  is  most  honourable  to 
the  seUWlenial,  the  intelligence, 
and  the  patriotism,  of  our  citizens; 
it  justiOes  the  confident  hope  that 
they  will  carry  through  the  reform 
which  has  been  so  well  begun, 
and  that  they  will  go  still  farther 
than  they  have  yet  gone  in  illus- 
trating the  important  truth,  that  a 
people  as  free  and  enlightened  as 
ours  will,  whenever  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary, show  themselves  to  be  in- 
deed capable  of  self-government  by 
voluntarily  adopting  appropriate 
remedies  for  every  abuse,  and  sub- 
mitting to  temporary  sacrifices, 
however  great,  to  ensure  their  per- 
manent welfare. 


My  own  exertions  for  the  fur- 
therance of  these  desirable  objects 
have  been  bestowed  throughout  my 
official  career  with  a  zeal  that  is 
nourished  by  ardent  wishes  for  the 
welfare  of  my  country,  and  by  an 
unlimited  reliance  on  the  wisdom 
that  marks  its  ultimate  decision  on 
all  great  and  controverted  ques- 
tions, impressed  with  the  solemn 
obligations  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
constitution — desirous  also  of  lay- 
ing before  my  fellow-citizens,  with 
whose  confidence  and  support  I 
have  been  so  highly  honoured, 
such  measures  as  appear  to  me  con- 
ducive to  .their  prosperity-Hand 
anxious  to  submit  to  their  fullest 
consideration  the  grounds  upon 
which  my  opinions  are  formed,  I 
have  on  this,  as  on  preceding  occa- 
sions, freely  offered  my  views  on 
those  points  of  domestic  policy  that 
seem,  at  the  present  time,  most 
prominently  to  require  the  action 
of  the  government.  I  know  that 
they  will  receive  from  congress 
that  full  and  able  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
jects merit,  and  can  repeat  the  as* 
surance  heretofore  made,  that  I 
shall  cheerfully  and  readily  co- 
operate with  you  in  every  measure 
that  will  tend  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Union. 

M.  Van  Burbn. 

December  2, 1839. 


II.— DOMESTIC. 


Letters  to  the  Queen  from  Lady  Loudon,  and  Viscount 

Melbourne's  Replies. 

The   following    correspondence     for  publication  by  the  mother  of 
appeared    in    the   Morning  Post ;     lady  Flora  Hastings, 
in  whose  hands  it  had  been  placed 
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"  The  Marchioness  of  Hastings^  thoughtless  worlds  and  to  justify 
Countess  of  Loudon,  to  Jier  Ma^  my  appealing  directly  to  your  nia« 
jesiy.  j^ty  to  refute^  by  some  act,  calcu- 
"  Loudon  Castle,  7th  March,  1839.  lat^  to  mark  your  indignant  sense 
''  Madam — It  is  hardly  to  be  of  the  slanders  which  some  person 
imagined  that  your  majesty  should  or  persons  have  ventured  to  cast  in 
feel  any  surprise  in  receiving  the  your  majesty's  presence  upon  my 
present  letter.  The  anguish  of  a  daughter,  and  betrayed  your  ma- 
mother's  hearty  under  circumstan-  jesty  to  follow  up  by  a  oourae  of 
ces  such  as  mine,  can  only  be  un.  proceeding,  such  as  was,  no  doubt, 
derstood  by  a  mother.  But  no  one  done  on  their  part  with  a  wish  to 
can  be  at  a  loss  to  know  that  loy-  try  to  degrade  the  victim  of  their 
alty  to  your  majesty  and  justice  to  persecution.  It  is  my  duty  re- 
my  innocent  child,  demand  from  spectfully  to  call  your  majesty's 
me  an  explicit  reference  to  your  attention  to  its  being  not  more  im« 
majesty  on  the  atrocious  calumnies  portant  for  my  daughter  than  es- 
and  unblushing  falsehoods  against  sentially  consonant  to  your  majes- 
my  daughter's  reputation,  which  ty's  honour  and  justice,  not  to  auf- 
the  perpetrators  have  dared  to  cir-  fer  the  criminal  inventor  of  such 
culate  even  in  the  palace  of  the  so-  falsehoods  to  remain  without  dis* 
vereign.  I  have  had  the  honour  covery.  To  a  female  sovereiffn  as- 
of  remembering  your  majesty  in  pecially,  women  of  all  ranks  in 
childhood;  I  am  deeply  and  grate-  Britain  look  with  confidence  for 
fully  attached  to  your  admirable  protection  and  (notwithstanding 
mother;  and  I  have  cherished,  in  the  difference  of  their  rank)  for 
distance,  absence,  bad  health,  and  sympathy.  To  such  honest  feel- 
many  sorrows,  a  deep  interest  in  ings  of  respect  (for  they  take  their 
the  real  honour  and  glory  of  your  origin  in  that)  I  ought  not  to  sup- 
reign.  My  husband  served  his  pose  your  majesty  indifferent ;  rar 
country  honourably  and  with  de-  less  can  I  imagine  that,  as  your 
voted  zeal,  and  was  particularly  majesty  increases  in  years,  you 
known  to  your  royal  race;  and  wiU  not  feel,  madam,  more  and 
my  own  family,  during  a  long  more  the  value  of  that  estimate  of 
line,  have  been  distinguished  as  your  high  place,  which  would 
faithful  servants  of  their  kings,  make  no  one  doubt  your  com- 
My  grandfather  lost  his  life  in  the  manding  reparation  (as  far  as  re. 
service  of  his  sovereign.  With  so  paration  can  be  made)  for  an  in- 
many  claims  on  my  feelings  of  old  famous  calumny,  as  not  less  in- 
-— although  now  unfashionable-—  cumbent  as  an  act  of  necessary 
aristocracy,  it  is  impossible  to  sup-  morality  in  the  case  of  the  public, 
pose  me  capable  of  disrespect  or  as  it  assuredly  is  to  the  individual 
want  of  loyalty  towards  your  ma-  who  so  severely  suffers  from  such 
jesty — a  feeling,  madam,  not  less  defamation.  This  b  not  a  matter 
unbecoming  towards  you  than  re-  that  can  or  will  be  hushed  up,  and 
pugnant  to  what  I  feel  suitable  in  it  is  all-important  that  no  time 
myself.  But,  I  trust  a  sense  of  should  be  lost  in  calling  the  culpa- 
morality  is  not  yet  so  callous  a  ble  to  account, 
thing  as  not  to  be  held  in  some  ''  With  this  appeal  to  your  ma« 
due  respect  even  in  the  sight  of  a  jesty's  upright  feelings,  1  have  th^ 
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honour  to  be,  madam,  your  ma- 
jesty's dutiful  subject  and  servant, 
(Signed) 

"  F.  Hastings  and  Mure 

Loudon." 

'*  Loudon  Castle,  Qth  March,  1839. 

"  My  Lord— I  trouble  your  lord- 
ship with  the  enclosed  letter,  in 
order  to  insure  its  immediate  and 
safe  delivery;  and  I  have  to  re- 
quest you  will  present  it  yourself 
to  her  majesty. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed) 

*'  F.  Hastings  and  Mure 

Loudon. 
"  To  Viscount  Melbourne,  &c." 

**  Downing  Street,  12th  March,  1839. 

*' Madam — According  to  your 
ladyship's  desire  I  have  delivered 
to  her  majesty  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant. 

**  The  allowance  which  her  ma- 
jesty is  anxious  to  make  for  the 
natural  feelings  of  a  mother  upon 
such  an  occasion,  tended  to  dimi- 
nish '  that  surprise  which  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  excited  by 
the  tone  and  substance'  of  your 
ladyship's  letter. 

**  Her  majesty  commands  me  to 
convey  to  your  ladyship  the  ex- 
pression of  her  deep  concern  at  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  which 
have  recently  taken  place.  Her 
majesty  hastened  to  seize  the  first 
opportunity  of  testifying  to  lady 
Flora  Hastings  her  conviction  of 
the  error  of  the  impression  which 
had  prevailed  ;  and  her  majesty  is 
still  most  desirous  to  do  every 
thing  in  her  power  to  soothe  the 
feelings  of  lady  Flora  and  her  fa- 
mily, which  must  have  been  pain- 
fully affected  by  the  events  which 
have  occurred. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
Vol.  LXXXI, 


madam^  your  ladyship*s  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  "  Melbourne. 

**  The  Marchioness  Dowager  of 
Hastings,  &c.*' 

"  Loudon  Castle,  10th  March,  1839. 

^'  My  Lord — When  I  observe 
that  no  steps  are  taken  to  repair, 
as  far  as  reparation  is  possible,  the 
indignity  offered,  three  weeks  ago, 
to  my  daughter,  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  her  majesty's  palace,  your 
lordship  cannot  be  surprised  at  re- 
ceiving this  letter  from  me.  I  am 
told  that,  as  the  responsible  advi- 
ser of  the  sovereign,  your  lordship 
considers  it  as  your  constitutional 
right  to  appoint  and  to  dismiss  her 
majesty's  household.  As  it  is  known 
to  be  your  lordship's  principle,  I 
address  myself  to  you,  on  whom  the 
sacred  trust  and  heavy  responsibi- 
lity rest,  of  marking  respect  for 
good  order  and  punishing  abuse. 
The  nature  and  the  manner  of  the 
course  pursued  in  this  atrocious 
conspiracy  (for  it  admits  of  no 
other  name)  were  unexampled  j 
and  yet  sir  James  Clark  remains 
her  majesty's  physician.  I  claim  at 
your  hands,  my  lord,  as  a  mark  of 
public  justice,  the  removal  of  sir 
James  Clark. 

'*  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
most  humble  servant, 
(Signed) 

*'  F.  Hastings  and  Mure 

Loudon. 

''  To  the  right  hon.  Lord  Vis- 
count Melbourne." 

«  South  Street,  17th  March,  1839. 

"  Madam — Late  yesterday  even- 
ing, the  16th  instant,  I  had  the 
honour  of  receiving  your  ladyship's 
letter  of  the  10th  instant  from 
Loudon  castle.  I  mark  these 
dates,  in  order  to  acc^uit  myself  of 
2H 
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any  delay  or  neglect  in  replying 
to  your  ladyship's  communica. 
tion. 

'*  The  demand  which  your  lady- 
ship's letter  makes  U|H)n  mc  is  so 
un])recedentcd  and  objectionable 
that  even  the  respect  due  to  your 
ladyship's  sex,  rank,  family,  and 
character,  would  not  justify  me  in 
more,  if  indeed  it  authorizes  so 
much,  than  acknowledging  that 
letter  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ac- 
quainting your  ladyship  that  I 
have  received  it, 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
madam,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  ladyfthip*s  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant, 

(Signed)         ^'  Melbourne. 

"  The  Marchioness  Dowager  of 
Hastings,  &c.** 

"  Lowlm  Castle^  iSth  March,  1839. 

'*  My  Lord— Any  expression  of 
her  majesty's  sorrow  for  late  oc« 
currcnces  is  consolatory  to  me. 

If  the  queen  wishes  any  expla- 
nation of  any  part  of  my  letter, 
which,  from  a  dubious  expression 
in  your  lordship's,  I  am  uncertain 
of,  I  am  quite  ready  to  give  it. 

'^  If  her  majesty  had  been  tho- 
roughly aware  of  all  the  circum" 


stances  of  the  case,  ^  tihe  tone  and 
substance'  of  my  letter  could  not 
have  excited  any  surprise.  Al- 
though a  woman,  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, which  I  have  taken  to  her 
majesty,  is  as  dear  to  me  as  to  any 
man;  and  to  that,  and  the  true 
circumstances  of  the  late  transac- 
tions, I  refer  your  lordship. 

"  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
most  humble  servant, 
(Signed) 

''  F.  HOISTINGS  AND  MuBE 

LouDOir. 
'^  The  right  hon.  Lord  Viscount 
Melbourne,  &c." 

<'  Stmth  Street,  18M  Mdreh,  1839. 

^'  Madam — ^I  have  the  honour  of 
acknowledging  your  ladyship^s  let- 
ter of  the  15th  instant,  which  I 
received  yesterday  morning. 

**  I  neither  had,  nor  have  it  in 
command  to  express  a  wish  for  any 
explanation  of  your  ladyship's  let- 
ter addressed  to  her  majesty,  nor 
of  any  part  of  it. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
with  high  respect,  your  ladyship's 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '^  MBLBOiraNB. 

'<  llie  Most  Noble  the  Mardiio- 
ness  Dowager  of  Hastings." 


Sir  James  Clark's  Statement  of  the  Case  of  thb  lata  Laot 

Flora  Hastings. 


So  long  as  the  accusations 
brought  against  me,  in  reference 
to  the  case  of  the  late  lady  Flora 
Hastings,  continued  to  be  either 
anonymous  or  unauthorised,  I  felt 
it  right  to  submit  in  silence  to 
every  species  of  provocation,  rather 
than  bring  before  the  public  cir- 
cumstancesof  a  very  delicate  nature, 
which  came  within  my  knowledge 
in  the  implied  confidence  of  pro- 
fessional intercourse.     The  publi- 


cation, however,  of  the  marqueai 
of  Hastings,  the  nearest  rektive  of 
lady  Flora  Hastings,  made  me 
doubt  seriously  whether,  in  re^zd 
to  myself  as  well  as  the  profession, 
I  was  justified  in  not  laying  before 
the  public  an  account  of  the  case 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned.  The 
renewed  attacks  which  have  foL 
lowed  that  publication  permit  me 
no  longer  to  hesitate;  although, 
even  now,  it  is  with  the  utmost 
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reluctance  that  1  bring  myself  to 
enter  into  details  which,  I  am  of 
opinion  ought  never  to  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  public  dis- 
cussion. 

On  the  10th  of  January  last 
I  was  consulted  by  lady  Flora 
Hastings,  who  had  that  day  arrived 
from  Scotland^  and  had  come  into 
waiting  on  her  royal  highness  the 
duchess  of  Kent.  She  had  derange- 
ment of  the  bowels,  and  of  the 
general  health,  and  she  complained 
of  pain  low  in  the  left  side.  There 
was  also  considerable  enlargement 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 

Under  the  use  of  some  very 
simple  remedies  the  derangement 
of  the  bowels  and  the  pain  in  the 
side  gradually  abated,  and  ulti- 
mately ceased;  and  lady  Flora 
complained  only  of  weakness. 

The  size  of  the  abdomen,  how- 
ever, continued  undiminished ;  and 
lady  Flora's  appearance  became  the 
subject  of  remark  in  the  palace. 
About  the  1st  of  February,  as 
nearly  as  I  am  able  to  fix  the  date, 
I  was  sent  for  by  lord  Melbourne ; 
and  on  going  to  him,  his  lordship 
informed  me  that  a  communication 
had  been  made  to  him  by  lady 
Tavistock,  respecting  lady  Flora 
Hastings,  whose  appearance  had 
given  rise  to  a  suspicion  in  the 
palace  that  she  might  be  privately 
married :  his  lordship  asked  my 
opinion  on  the  subject.  I  stated  in 
reply,  that,  while  I  thought  such 
suspicions  ought  not  to  be  readily 
listened  to,  I  was,  at  the  same 
time,  bound  to  admit  to  him  that 
the  appearance  of  lady  Flora  in 
some  degree  countenanced  them.  I 
added  that,  without  more  ample 
means  of  observation,  I  could  not 
venture  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
subject ;  and  his  lordship  agreed 
with  me  that  no  step  should  then 
be  taken  in  the  matter. 


From  this  time  the  condition  of 
lady  Flora  Hastings  caused  me 
considerable  anxiety.  The  only 
source,  besides  pregnancy,  from 
which  the  size  and  peculiar  form 
of  the  abdomen  could  proceed,  was 
disease;  but  the  probability  of 
disease  being  the  sole  cause  in  lady 
Flora's  case  was  diminished  bv  the 
circumstance  that  the  enlargement 
was  accompanied  by  very  little 
general  derangement  of  health. 
In  fact,  lady  Flora  continued  to 
perform  her  usual  duties  with 
apparently  little  inconvenience  to 
herself.  I  continued  to  visit  lady 
Flora  about  twice  a  week,  from 
the  10th  of  January  to  the  16th  of 
February,  and  on  several  occasions 
examined  the  state  of  the  abdomen 
over  her  dress  j  but  being  unable 
to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  enlargement,  I  at  length  ex- 
pressed to  her  my  uneasiness 
respecting  her  size,  and  requested, 
that  at  my  next  visit,  I  might  be 
permitted  to  lay  my  hand  upon 
her  abdomen  with  her  stays  re- 
moved. To  this  lady  Flora  de- 
clined to  accede. 

Matters  remained  in  this  state 
until  the  16th  of  February.  On 
that  day  I  found  it  had  been 
determined  that  I  should  acquaint 
lady  Flora  with  the  suspicions 
which  existed  in  the  palace,  and 
should  suggest  her  calling  another 
physician  into  consultation  with 
me.  Before  visiting  lady  Flora,  I 
asked  lady  Portman,  the  lady  in 
waiting,  if  I  might  use  her  name 
to  lady  Flora,  as  one  of  the  ladies 
who  entertained  the  sus})icion  re- 
specting her.  To  this  lady  Port- 
man  at  once  assented.  Her  lady- 
ship then  described  the  peculiarities 
in  lady  Flora's  form  and  carriage, 
which  had  produced  the  impression 
in  regard  to  her  state.  To  the 
question  as  to  what  my  opinion  on 
2H2 
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the  subject  was>  I  replied  that  the 
appearances    were  certainly    sus- 
picious, but  that  even  to  medical 
men  such  appearances  were  often 
deceptive.      Ijidy    Portman    con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  for  the 
sake  of  lady  Flora  Hastings  herself^ 
as  well  as  of  the  court,   it  was 
necessary  that  the  matter  should  be 
cleared  up.     Immediately  after  this 
interview   with  lady   Portman   I 
went  to  lady  IHora  for  the  purpose 
of  making  to  her  this  very  unplea- 
sant communication ;  and  I  need 
hardly  add  that  I  made  it  in  the 
most  delicate  terms  which  I  could 
employ.     After  a  few  remarks  on 
the  state  of  her  health,  I  told  her 
that  her   size  had  attracted    the 
attention  of  the  ladies,  and  that  it 
was    now    my    painful    duty    to 
acquaint  her  ladyship   that    they 
liad,  in  consequence,  been  led  to 
suspect  that  she  must  be  privately 
married.     This  was  the  mode,  and 
these  were  the  words  in  which  the 
painful  communication  was  made* 
I  urged  lady  Flora,  for  obvious 
reasons,  if  there  were  grounds  for 
this  suspicion,  to  acknowledge  the 
fact,  and  if  not,   to  see  another 
physician  at  once,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  rumour.   Lady  Flora  denied 
that  there  were  any  grounds  what- 
ever for  the  suspicion,  and  named 
sir  Charles  Clarke,  who,  she  said, 
had  known  her  from  her  childhood, 
as  the  physician  she  would  wish  to 
be   called    in  ;    but  she  declined, 
notwithstanding  my   earnest    en- 
treaties, to  see  him  on  that  day. 
Tliis    refusal,    after   the    reasons 
which  I  had  given,  lessened  very 
considerably  the   effect   upon   my 
mind  of  her  ladyship*s  denial. 

After  the  interview  with  lady 
Flora,  it  remained  for  me  to  cora- 
niinncatc  what  had  passed  to  her 
royal  highness  the  duchess  of  Kent. 
I    therefore   informed  lady  Florji 


that  I  was  going  to  her  royal 
highness  for  that  purpose :  to  the 
propriety  of  this  lady  Flora  imme- 
diately assented.  I  accordingly 
went  to  the  duchess  of  Kent,  and 
stated  the  nature  of  the  interview 
I  had  had  with  lady  Flora.  Her 
royal  highness  immediately  ex- 
pressed her  entire  disbelief  of  any 
thing  injurious  to  lady  Flora's 
character,  and  she  asked  me  my 
opinion.  However  reluctant  I 
felt  to  express  any  doubts  on  the 
subject  after  lady  Flora's  declara- 
tion, I  could  not  decline  giving  a 
conscientious  reply  to  her  royal 
highness's  question ;  and  1  answered 
to  the  effect  that  the  suspicions  I 
previously  entertained  were  not 
removed. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  of 
the  day  on  which  I  made  the  com- 
munication to  lady  Flora  Hastings, 
I  received  a  note  from  her  lady- 
ship, of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  :— 

*^Sir, — Although  I  think  you 
perfectly  understood  me  this  mom* 
ing,  that  I  did  not  wish  you  to  take 
any  steps  without  hearing  from 
me,  it  is  perhaps  better  to  obviate 
the  possibility  of  any  mistake  that 
1  should  distinctly  say  so.  I  shall 
be  governed  entirely  by  her  royal 
highness's  wishes  and  orders. 
'*  Your's  sincerely, 
"Flora  Euz.  Hastings.** 

I  heard  nothing  more  on  the 
subject  till  the  attemoon  of  the 
following  day  (Sunday,  February 
17th),  when  I  received  another 
note  from  lady  Flora  j  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy :— - 

**  Sir,— By  her  royal  highnesses 
command,  I  have  written  to  ask 
sir  Charles  Clarke  to  name  an  hour 
this  afternoon  to  come  to  me.  He 
has  answered  my  note  by  coming. 
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and  is  now  here.     Could  you  come 
and  meet  him  ?     Your's  tfincerely, 
'^F.  E.  Hastings." 

On  receiving  this  note,  I  imme- 
diately went  to  lady  Flora,  and 
found  sir  Charles  with  her  lady- 
ship. He  stated  to  me,  in  lady 
Flora's  presence,  as  part  of  the 
conversation  he  had  had  with  her, 
that  he  urged  her,  if  there  were 
any  grounds  for  the  suspicions 
entertained,  to  admit  the  fact  now, 
as  after  the  examination  it  would 
be  too  late. 

After  this  conversation,  lady 
Flora  requested  that  lady  Fortman 
might  be  called  in.  On  her  arrival, 
lady  Flora  retired  to  her  chamber, 
where  her  maid  was  in  attendance. 
After  sir  Charles  Clarke  had  made 
an  examination,  he  returned  with 
me  to  the  sitting-room,  and  stated, 
as  the  result,  that  there  could  be  no 
pregnancy ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
he  expressed  a  wish  that  I  also 
should  make  an  examination.  This 
I  at  first  declined,  stating  it  to  be 
unnecessary  5  but,  on  his  earnestly 
urging  me  to  do  so,  I  felt  that  a 
further  refusal  might  be  construed 
into  a  desire  to  shrink  from  a  share 
of  the  responsibility,  and  I  accord- 
ingly yielded.  After  finally  con- 
sulting, we  gave  the  following 
certificate : — 

(copy  of  certificate.) 
*^ Buckingham  Palace,  Mth  F^^.  J839. 

*'  We  have  examined  with  great 
care  the  state  of  lady  Flora  Hast- 
ings, with  a  view  to  determine  the 
existence  or  non-existence  of  preg- 
nancy, and  it  is  our  opinion, 
although  there  is  an  enlargement 
of  the  stomach,  that  there  are  no 
grounds  for  suspicion  that  preg- 
nancy does  exist,  or  ever  did  exist. 

(Signed) 

"  Charles  M.  Clarke,  M.  D. 
James  Clark,  M,  D/* 


Before  parting  with  lady  Flora, 
both  sir  Charles  Clarke  and  my- 
self pressed  upon  her  ladyship  the 
expediency  of  her  appearing  011 
that  day  at  table  as  usual. 

Such  is  a  plain  statement  of  the 
leading  facts  of  this  unfortunate 
case,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned. 
That  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the 
true  nature  of  lady  Flora's  state,  I 
at  once  admit,  and  most  deeply 
regret ;  but  when  the  difficulties 
which  frequently  occur  in  cases  of 
this  description,  even  where  every 
facility  is  afforded  for  investiga* 
tion,  are  considered,  it  can  scarcely 
be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to 
me  that,  amidst  the  disadvantages 
under  which  I  laboured,  I  was  un- 
able to  affirm  that  lady  Flora's 
change  of  appearance  was  the  re- 
sult of  disease,  and  of  disease 
alone.  If  even  sir  Charles  Clarke 
did  not  venture  to  express  a  posi* 
tive  opinion  until  after  a  careful 
examination,  it  will  be  readily 
conceded  that  no  other  person 
could  have  done  so  without  recur- 
ring to  some  similar  proceeding. 
And  if  anything  further  were  re- 
quired to  establish  the  difficulties 
of  this  very  peculiar  case,  and  the 
heavy  responsibility  attsching  to  a 
decision  on  it,  sir  Charles  Clarke 
knows  that  there  are  other  facts 
connected  with  it,  which  prove  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner  both 
the  one  and  the  other ;  facts  which 
do  not  throw  the  slightest  shade 
of  doubt  on  the  purity  of  lady 
Flora,  nor  are  matter  of  blame  to 
any  one,  but  which  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  bring  before  the  public. 

The  post  mortem  examination 
established  the  fact,  that  the  death 
of  lady  Flora  Hastings  was  occa- 
sioned by  extensive  disease,  dating 
its  origin  **  at  some  former  and 
distant  period  of  time;"  and  yet 
such  was  the    obscurity  of   the 
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symptoms  which,  during  life,  ac- 
companied the  disease,  that  its  na- 
ture became  evident  a  few  weeks 
only  before  lady  Flora's  death; 
and  the  fact  of  its  having  involved 
every  organ  within  the  abdomen, 
was  revealed  only  by  the  post 
viortcm  examination. 

I  think  it  right  to  notice,  in  this 
place,  a  part  of  my  conduct  which 
may  at  first  sight  appear  censura- 
ble. I  allude  to  the  admission  of 
my  suspicion  that  lady  Flora  might 
be  pregnant,  before  I  had  been 
permitted  more  fully  to  examine 
into  her  state.  Under  almost  any 
other  circumstances,  it  would  have 
been  highly  improper  for  me  to 
have  answered  an  inquiry  on  such 
a  subject;  but  as  I  could  not 
authoritatively  remove  suspicions 
founded  upon  appearances,  which, 
taken  alone,  would  in  a  great  ma. 
jority  of  cases  indicate  what  was 
feared,  and  not  the  singular  state 
of  disease  revealed  after  the  death 
of  lady  Flora,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  con- 
sidering the  very  peculiar  respon- 
sibility which  attached  to  me,  to 
confide  the  doubt  which  was  in 
my  own  mind  to  those  who  had  a 
right  to  demand  my  real  opinion, 
and  who,  I  felt  assured,  could  not 
use  it  in  a  manner  unfriendly  to 
lady  Flora. 

I  shall  now  notice  such  parts  of 
the  ])ublication  of  the  marquis  of 
Hastings  as  more  particularly  re- 
late to  me.  An  extract  is  given 
by  his  lordship  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  lady  Flora  Hastings  to  the 
dowager  marchioness  of  Hastings, 
dated  March  13th,  nearly  a  month 
after  the  event, in  which  it  is  stated 
that,  at  my  visit  to  communicate 
to  lady  Flora  the  suspicions  enter- 
tained respecting  her,  I  became 
'*  violent  and  coarse,  and  even  at- 
tempted to  browbeat"  her  lady- 
ship !  I  hope  I  may  refer  to  my 


character  alone  as  a  sufficient  re- 
ply to  this  accusation ;  moreover, 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  there 
could  be  no  motive  for  such  con- 
duct. The  earnestness  that  I  nay 
have  shown  in  my  manner,  could 
have  for  its  object  only  that  lady 
Flora,  for  her  ovm  sake,  should  see 
sir  Charles  Clarke  on  that  day. 
In  corroboration  of  my  own  so- 
lemn disavowal  of  the  conduct 
imputed  to  me,  I  refer  to  the  two 
notes  already  given  in  my  narra- 
tive, which  I  received  from  lady 
Flora  Hastings  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  very  occanon  on 
which  I  am  said  to  have  thus  acted ; 
and,  consequently,  at  the  very 
time  when  all  her  feelings  may 
fairly  be  supposed  to  have  been 
more  excited  by  the  alleged  con- 
duct than  at  any  subsequent  pe- 
riod ;  and,  as  still  more  direct  evi- 
dence, I  would  further  refer  to 
lady  Flora's  letter  to  her  unde, 
Mr.  Hamilton  Fitzgerald,  dated 
March  8th,  in  which,  although 
written  for  the  express  pursose  of 
making  her  griefs  known  to  a  re- 
lative, with  whom  she  had  no 
motive  for  reserve,  and  therefore} 
in  the  very  circumstanoesy  calcula- 
ted to  elicit  complaint,  not  a  word 
escapes  her  blaming  my  conduct 
or  language,  during  cither  of  ny 
interviews  with  her.  On  the  con- 
trary, expressions  occur  which  she 
surely  could  not  have  used  had  she 
really  then  felt  that  I  had  acted 
towards  her  in  an  unfriendly 
manner. 

That  lady  Flora  intended  to 
misrepresent  what  actually  occur- 
red, I  do  not  for  a  moment  believe. 
Under  the  circumstances  of  excite« 
ment  in  which  she  was  placed, 
it  need  not  create  surprise  that 
she  should  unconsciously  have  al- 
lowed impressions,  arising  out  of 
discussions  which  afterwuds  took 
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place,  to  grow  upon  her  mind,  till 
she  at  length  confounded  them 
with  facts,  or  that  she  should  have 
greatly  exaggerated  what  did  ac- 
tually take  place.  It  is  only  in 
this  way  that  I  can  account  for 
some  of  the  statements  made  by 
lady  Flora  Hastings. 

Her  ladyship's  written  account 
of  the  circumstances  which  took 
place  during  the  interview  on  the 
16th  of  February,  at  which  we 
alone  were  present,  differs  widely 
from  my  recollection  of  them.  I 
think  it  necessary  to  notice  two 
points  in  particular.  The  first  is, 
the  alleged  diminution  of  lady 
Flora's  size.  On  this  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  I  could  discover  no 
such  diminution,  else  I  should  have 
been  too  happy  to  have  availed 
myself  of  the  circumstance  to  clear 
lady  Flora's  character,  and  to  have 
relieved  myself  from  a  very  em- 
barrassing position.  The  second 
is,  that  I  told  lady  Flora  that  she 
must  submit  to  a  '^  medical  exami- 
nation." I  not  only  never  used 
such  an  expression,  but  never  heard 
it  employed  for  what  it  has  been 
assumed  to  imply,  till  after  the 
unfortunate  matter  was  over ;  in 
fact,  I  then  believed  that  a  full 
external  examination  would  prove 
sufficient  to  decide  the  matter. 
Every  thing,  consequently,  which 
has  been  asserted,  about  a  '*  medi- 
cal examination"  having  been  sug- 
gested by  the  ladies,  or  by  me,  is 
utterly  groundless. 

The  only  other  parts  of  lord 
Hastings's  correspondence  which 
require  notice  from  me  are  two 
charges  brought  forward  by  his 
lordship.  The  first  consists  of  a 
statement  said  to  have  been  re- 
ceived from  lady  Flora's  own  lips, 
that  the  examination  "was  con- 
ducted  with  more  than  ordinary 


disregard  to  delicacy,  and  to  her 
feelings."  In  corroboration  of  this 
charge,  his  lordship  has  referred  to 
a  deposition  on  oath,  by  lady  Flora's 
maid,  ^'  That  the  conduct  of  sir 
James  Clark  and  lady  Port  man  was 
unnecessarily  abrupt,  indelicate, 
and  unfeeling!"  I  notice  this 
charge  in  passing,  merely  to  give  it 
a  peremptory  denial.  The  other 
charge  is  in  the  following  words : 
''  Some  questions  having  been  put 
to  my  sister,  and  answered,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  inquiry  ought 
not  to  proceed  further,  and  that 
they  might  now  feel  quite  satisfied. 
Sir  James  Clark  objected,  and 
stated,  that  the  ladies  of  the  court 
would  not  be  satisfied  without  the 
strictest  examination ;  and  that  if 
lady  Flora  knew  her  own  inno- 
cence, she  could  have  no  reason  to 
oppose  the  most  complete  scrutiny." 
The  simple  reply  to  this  is,  that  no 
such  suggestion  was  ever  made, 
and  no  such  objection  ever  urged. 
Upon  what  authority  lord  Hast- 
ings makes  this  statement,  he  has 
nowhere  mentioned,  and  I  am 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  unless 
indeed  it  be  on  that  of  the  foreign 
maid  to  whose  oath  he  before  re- 
fers, and  whose  knowledge  of 
English  may  not  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  enable  her  fully  to  under- 
stand what  was  passing.  But  I 
cannot  avoid  expressing  my  regret 
that  his  lordship  did  not  procure 
tlie  testimony  of  the  only  witness 
present  during  the  whole  consulta- 
tion— sir  Charles  Clarke — before 
he  made  such  grave  charges.  Had 
he  followed  this  course,  I  venture 
to  affirm  they  never  would  have 
been  made.  Sir  Charles  Clarke, 
although  he  might  not  have 
thought  it  proper  to  discuss  with 
lord  Hastings  the  details  of  what 
passed  at  the  consultation^  could 
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not  have  hesitated,  had  he  been 
appealed  to,  to  refute  such  ground- 
less accusations. 

It  remains  for  me  now  only  to 
repeat  my  sincere  regret  that  I  was 
unable  to  relieve  lady  Flora  Hast- 
ings at  once  from  every  suspicion. 
No  one  has  felt  more  acutely  than 
myself^  during  the  whole  of  this 
painful  affair,  the  distress  occa- 
sioned to  lady  Flora  and  her 
family,  whether  arising  from  the 
original  circumstances  or  from  the 
matter  being  afterwards  forced  into 
public  notice. 

Deeply  painful  as  it  has  been  to 


me  to  see  my  name  so  long  asso- 
ciated with  alleged  acts  and  mo- 
tives at  which  my  very  nature 
revolts,  the  consciousness  of  my 
own  rectitude,  the  friendship  of 
those  who,  from  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance,  know  me  to  be  inca- 
pable of  the  conduct  imputed  to 
me,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  iustice 
being  ultimately  done  to  all  par- 
ties, have  supported  me  under  an 
accumulation  of  attacks  such  as 
few  professional  men  can  have 
been  subjected  to. 

James  Clark,  M.  D. 
Oe&rge^ireet,  7th  October,  1839. 


hi  consequence  of  the  utiumal  press  of  matter  under  the  head  qf 
*^  Chronicle"  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  defer  the  " Law  Cases " 
containing  the  imj)ortani  ones  of  *'  Wood  and  others  v.  Gcodlake  and 
others"  and  '^  Queen  v.  Bolam"  to  the  volume  for  1840. 
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Samuel  Clegg^  of  SiOmouth-street, 
Gray's-inn-road,  engineer,  for  a  new 
Improvement  in  valves  and  the  combi« 
nation  of  them  with  machinery, 

Thomas  Nicholas  Raper,  of  Greek- 
street,  Soho,  gentleman,*  for  improve- 
ments in  rendering  fabrics  and  leather 
waterproof. 

William  Hickling  Burnett,  of  Whar- 
ton-street>  Bagnigge- wells-road,  gentle- 
man, for  new  and  improved  machinery 
for  sawing,  planing,  grooving,  and  other- 
wise preparing  or  working  wood  for 
certain  purposes. 

John  Swain  Worth,  of  Manchester, 
merchant,  for  an  improved  machine  for 
preparing  and  cleaning  wool  for  manu- 
facturing purposes. 

Robert  Logan,  of  Trafalgar- square, 
for  a  new  cloth  or  cloths  constructed 
from  cocoa-nut  fibre,  and  for  certain 
improvements  in  preparing  such  fibrous 
materials  for  the  same  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

William  Ponsford,  of  Wangye-house, 
Essex,  gentleman,  for  an  improvement 
in  the  manufacture  of  hats,  and  an 
improved  description  of  felt,  suitable  for 
hats  and  various  other  useful  purposes, 
and  improvements  in  preparing  the  ma. 
terial  or  materials  chiefly  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  such  felt. 

John  Wilson,  for  improvements  in 
the  process  of  manufacturing  alkali  fiom 
common  salt. 

Charles  Wye  Williams,  for  improve- 
ments in  the  means  of  preparing  the 
vegetable  materials  of  peat,  moss,  or 
bog,  so  as  to  render  it  applicable  to 
several  useful  purposes,  particularly  for 
fuel. 

John  Milling,  for  improvements  in 
locomotive  steam-engines  to  be  used 
upon  railways  and  other  roads,  part  or 
parts  of  which  improvements  are  applies 
able  to  stationary  steam-engines  or  to 
machinery  in  general. 

John  M'Dowall,  for  improvements  in 
the  machinery  for  sawing  or  cutting 
timber,  and  in  the^  mode  of  applying 
power  to  the  same. 

John  Howard  Kyan,  of  Cheltenham; 


Gloucester,  esq.,  and  William  Hyatt,  of 
Lower  Fountain-place,  City-road,  Mid- 
dlesex, engineer,  for  improvements  in 
steam-engines. 

Charles  Gabriel  baron  de  Suaree,  of 
Red-lion-square,  colonel  in  the  French 
service,  and  William  Pontifex,  of  Shoe- 
lane,  London,  coppersmith,  for  a  new 
mode  of  obtaining  dyes,  colours,  tannin, 
and  acids  from  vegetable  substances. 

Richard  Prosser,  of  Birmingham,  C.E. 
for  certain  improvements  in  apparatus 
for  generating  steam,  consuming  smoke, 
and  heating  apartments. 

Thomas  Hall,  of  Leeds,  brass-founder, 
for  a  new  combination  or  arrangement 
of  parts,  forming  an  improved  furnace 
for  consuming  smoke,  and  economising 
fuel,  applicable  to  steam-engine  boilers 
and  other  furnaces. 

William  Nash,  of  Budge-row,  mer- 
chant, for  certain  improvements  in  the 
construction  of  bridges,  viaducts,  roofs, 
and  other  parts  of  buildings. 

William  Joynson,  of  St.  Mary  Cray 
paper  mills,  Kent,  paper-maker,  for  a 
certain  improvement,  or  certain  improve- 
ments, in  the  manufacture  of  paper. 

Thomas  Sweetapple,  for  an  improve- 
ment or  improvements  in  the  machinery 
for  making  paper. 

Richard  Smith,  for  improvements  in 
the  means  of  connecting  metallic  plates 
for  the  construction  of  boilers  and  other 
purposes. 

Thomas  Pratt,  of  South  Hylton,  Dur- 
ham, mechanic,  for  an  improved  capstan 
and  winch  for  purchasing  or  raising 
ships'  anchors,  without  the  appUcation 
of  a  messenger,  in  which  there  is  no 
fleeting  or  surging,  and  for  drawing  or 
working  of  coals  and  other  articles  and 
things  out  of  coal  and  other  mines;  and 
also  for  the  drawing  and  working  on  rail- 
roads, by  drawing  pulleys  with  flat  or 
round  ropes. 

Moses  Poole,  of  Lincoln 's-inn,  gen- 
tleman, for  certain  improvements  in 
tanning. 

John  Dickson,  of  Brook-street,  Hol- 
born,  engineer,  for  certain  improvements 
in  rotatory  steam-engines* 
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Walter  Hancock,  of  Stratford,  in  the 
county  of  £ssex,  engineer,  for  certain 
improvements  in  steam  boilers  and  con- 
densers. 

John  Clark,  of  Upper  Thames-street, 
London,  engineer,  for  a  new  or  improved 
form  or  construction  of  a  leg  and  foot  for 
propelling  carriages  on  rail  or  common 
roadb,and  a  new  combination  or  arrange- 
ment of  machinery  for  locomotive  car- 
riages, by  means  whereof  tlie  weight  of 
the  load  to  be  carried  is  rendered  applic- 
able as  a  part  of  the  power  for  moving 
or  propelling  the  carriage  on  which  it  is 
supported  or  rests. 

Charles  Schafhautl,  of  Cornhill,  Lon- 
don, gentleman,  for  an  improved  metliod 
of  smelting  copper  ore. 

Thomas  Horton,  of  Princes-end, 
Staflbrd,  boiler-maker,  and  Thomas 
Smith,  of  Ilorseley- heath,  in  the  same 
county,  mine  agent,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  making  or  constructing  of 
chains  for  pits,  8ha&,  mines,  or  oUier 
purposes. 

Alexander  Francis  Campbell,  of  Great 
Piumstcad,  Norfolk,  esq.,  and  Charles 
White,  of  Norwich,  mechanic,  for  cer- 
tain improvemenls  in  ploughs. 

John  Ruthvenand  Morris  West  Ruth- 
ven,  of  Edinburgh,  civil  engineers,  for 
improvements  in  boilers  for  generating 
steam,  economising  fuel,  and  propelling 
vessels  by  steam  or  other  power,  and 
ventilating  vessels,  and  which  may  be 
applied  to  mines  and  buildings. 

Edward  Law,  of  Downham-road, 
Kingsland,  gentleman,  for  certain  im- 
provements in  evaporating  sea  water 
and  other  fluids,  and  in  the  manuAicture 
of  salt. 

George  Nelson,  of  Milverton,  War- 
wick, chemist,  for  a  new  or  improved 
method,  or  new  or  improved  methods, 
of  preparing  gelatine,  which  has  the 
properties  of  or  resembles  fi;lue. 

Henry  Montagu  Grover,  of  Boveney, 
Buckingham,  clerk,  for  improvements 
in  brewing  by  the  use  of  a  material  not 
hitherto  so  used. 

Edmund  Butler  Rowley,  of  Manches- 
ter, surgeon,  for  an  improved  steam- 
engine,  applicable  to  locomotive,  marine, 
and  stationary  purposes. 

William  Newton,  of  Chancery-lane, 
for  certain  improved  machinery  for  cut- 
ting and  removing  eartl),  which  ma- 
chinery is  applicable  to  the  digging  of 
canals  and  the  levelling  of  ground  for 
rail-roads  or  ordinary  roads  and  similar 
earth-works. 


Alexander  Borland,  of  Paisley,  in 
Renfrew,  in  Scotland,  for  a  machine  for 
measuring  water  and  other  liquids,  and 
registering  the  quantity  thereof. 

Sir  James  Caleb  Anderson,  of  Butte- 
vant  Castle,  Cork,  bart.,  for  certain 
improvements  in  locomotive  engines, 
which  are  partly  applicable  to  other 
purposes. 

Joseph  Raynerand  Joseph  Whitehead 
Rayner,  late  of  Birmingham,  Warwick, 
but  now  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  C.  £., 
and  Henry  Samuel  Rayner,  of  Ripley, 
Derby,  C.  £.,  for  diver*  new  and  im- 
portant improvementb  in  machinery  for 
roving,  8pinning,and  twi8tingcottoa,flax, 
silk,  wool,  and  other  librous  materials. 
John  Leigh,  of  Manchester,  lancas- 
ter,  surgeon,  fbr  an  improved  mode  of 
obtaining  carbonate  of  lead|  commonly 
called  white  lead. 

John  Robinson,  of  North  Shields, 
Northumberland,  engineer,  for  an  in- 
vention of  a  nipping  lever  for  causiog 
the  rotation  of  wheels,  shafts,  or  cy\m» 
dcrs,  under  certain  drcamstanccs. 

Jose  Francisco  Caries  d'Artenn,  of 
the  Hay  market,  gent.,  for  improvements 
in  machinery  for  transmitting  power, 
whereby  the  effect  of  such  power  is 
increased  without  loss  of  speed. 

John  Potter,  of  Ancoats,  Manchester, 
spinner,  and  William  HorsfiUl,  of  Man- 
chester, card-maker,  for  an  improvement 
or  improvements  in  cards  for  carduu; 
various  fibrous  substances,  part  of  whii£ 
improvements  may  be  used  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  leather, 

David  Stead,  of  Great  Winchestei^ 
street,  London,  merchant,  for  an  im- 
proved mode  or  method  of  making  or 
paving  public  streets  and  highways,  and 
public  and  private  roads,  paths,  courts, 
and  bridges,  with  timber  or  wooden 
blocks. 

Antonio  Movilk>n,  of  Dorset-place, 
Dorset-square,  gent.,  fur  improveoieols 
in  machinery  for  propelling  ship's  boats 
and  other  vessels  on  water,  designed  to 
supersede  the  use  of  paddle-wheels. 

Wilton  Wood,  of  Liverpool,  Lancaster, 
merchant,  for  improved  methods  of 
making  bands  and  tackling,  to  be  used 
in  driving,  turning,  or  carrying  ma- 
chinery. 

John  Gray,  of  Liverpool,  engineer, 
for  certiun  improvements  in  steam- 
engines  and  apparatus  connected  there- 
with, which  improvements  are  particu- 
larly applicable  to  marine  enmnM  for 
propelUng  boats  or  vcanelsi  and  {lart  or 
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parts  of  which  improvements  are  also 
applicable  to  locomotive  and  stationary 
steam-engines  and  other  purposes. 

William  Hale,  of  Greenwich,  Kent, 
for  improvements  in  steam-engines  and 
apparatus  connected  therewith,  and  in 
machinery  for  propelling  vessels,  part 
of  which  improvements  are  applicable 
to  raising  or  forcing  fluids. 

C.  Gabriel,  baron  de  Suaree,  and 
William  Pontifex,  for  a  new  mode  of 
obtaining  vegetable  extracts. 

John  Boyd,  of  College-street,  and 
Hugh  Francis  Rennie,of  Glengall-street, 
Belfast,  flax-spinners,  for  certain  im- 
provements upon  the  spinning  frame 
used  for  spinning  flax,  hemp,  and  tow, 
upon  the  wet  principle. 

Joseph  Hunt,  of  Dalston-terrace, 
Middlesex,  gentleman, for  improvements 
in  the  manufocture  of  soda  and  other 
valuable  products  from  common  salt. 

James  Whitelaw,  of  Glasgow,  for  an 
improved  rotary  machine,  to  be  worked 
by  the  pressure  and  re-action  of  a 
column  of  water,  which  machine  may 
be  used  as  a  steam-engine  ;  also  an 
improved  water-meter,  and  a  machine 
for  raising  water  or  other  liquid  by  its 
centrifugal  force. 

Edward  Oliver  Manby,  of  Swansea, 
civil  engineer,  for  a  new  metliod  of 
manufacturing  gas  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  illumination. 

Martial  Augustin  Joseph  de  Herry* 
pon,  of  Leicester-street,  St.  Martin-in- 
the-fields,  mining  engineer,  for  an 
improved  machine  or  apparatus  for 
washing  or  bleaching  wool,  cotton,  silk, 
linen,  and  other  fibrous  materials,  either 
in  a  manufactured  or  unmanufactured 
state. 

Thomas  Clark  and  Charles  Clark,  of 
Wolverhampton,  iron-founders  and  co- 
partners, for  an  invention  for  glazing 
and  enamelling  cast-iron  hollow  ware, 
and  other  metallic  substances. 

James  Nasmyth,  of  Patricroft,  near 
Manchester,  engineer,  for  certain  im- 
provements applicable  to  the  bearings 
or  journals  of  locomotive  and  other 
steam-engines,  which  improvements  are 
also  applicable  to  the  bearings  or  jour- 
nals of  machinery  in  general. 

£lisha  Haydon Collier,  lateof  Boston, 
North  America,  but  now  of  Globe  Dock 
factory,  Rolherhithe,  Surrey,  civil  en- 
gineer, for  improved  machinery  for 
manufacturing  nails. 

William  Watson,  of  Temple-street, 
Dublin,  gentf,  for  aa  improvement  in 


the  construction  of  ghips,  and  which 
improvement  is  also  applicable  to  all 
kinds  of  sea-going  vessels;  and  also 
certain  improvements  in  the  construction 
of  boats,  and  other  vessels  intended  to 
be  used  in  canals  and  inland  navigation. 

Goldsworthy  Gurney,of  Bude,  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  esq.,  and  Frederick 
Rixon,  of  Cockspur-street,  Pali  Mall, 
for  improvements  in  the  apparatus  for 
producing  and  distributing  light* 

Charles  Chubb,  of  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard, London,  and  Jeremiah  Chub,  of 
Red  Lion-street,  Clerkenwell,  me- 
chanist, for  improvements  in  apparatus 
and  machinery,  for  preserving  books 
and  other  papers,  documents,  and  arti- 
cles from  fire. 

William  Graunsell,  of  Louth,  Lincoln, 
machine-maker,  for  improvements  in 
apparatus  for  drilling  corn,  grain,  pulse, 
and  manure. 

Nicholas  Harcey,  of  Hayle,  Cornwall, 
and  William  West,  of  St.  Blaaey,  in  the 
same  county,  mechanist,  for  an  improved 
valve  for  machines  for  raising  water  and 
other  liquids. 

William  Watson,  of  Temple-street, 
Dublin,  gentleman,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  construction  of  shipiu 

Edward  Loos,  of  Air-street,  Ptcca- 
dilly,  chemist,  for  improvements  in 
extracting  the  saccharine  matters  from 
sugar  canes  and  other  substances  of  a 
saccharine  nature. 

Alexander  Francis  Campbell,  of  Great 
Plumstead,  Norfolk,  esq.,  and  Charles 
White,  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  mechanic, 
for  improvements  in  ploughs,  harrowa, 
scarifiers,  cultivators,  and  horse-hoes. 

Bryan  I.  Auson  Bronwick,  of  ClifkMi- 
on-Tone,  gentleman,  for  improvement! 
in  machinery  to  be  worked  by  the 
application  of  the  expansive  force  of 
air  or  other  elastic  fluids  to  obtain 
motive  power. 

Henrick  Zander,  of  North-street, 
Sloane-street,  gentleman,  for  improve- 
ments in  steam  engines,  steam  boilers, 
and  condensers. 

Matthew  Punshon,  of  Norfolk-street, 
Blackwall,  engineer,  for  an  improved 
steam  engine,  certain  parts  of  which 
improved  steam  engine  are  applicable 
to  steam  engines  on  the  ordinary  con- 
struction. 

Wilton  George  Turner,  of  Pfcrk- 
village,  Regents'j-park,  and  Herbert 
Minton,  of  Longfield-cottage,  Stoke- 
vention  of  corrosion  in  metals,  and  for 
other  purposes. 


476       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1839. 


upon-Trent,  Stafford^  for  an  improved 
porcelain. 

John  Alexander  Phillip  de  Val  Ma- 
rino, of  Margaret-street,  Cavendish* 
square,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  and  in  the  apparatus 
employed  for  consuming  gas  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  light. 

Joseph  Jennings,  of  Besson  Bridge, 
Comirall,  assay-master,  for  a  process 
for  obtaining  metal  from  pyrites  or 
mundic. 

William  Vickers,  of  Twis  Hill,  Shef- 
field, steel  manufacturer,  for  an  im- 
provement in  the  manufacture  of  cast 
steel. 

^  John  Arrowsmith,  of  Bilston,  Staf&rd, 
civil  engineer,  for  certain  improvements 
in  steam  engines. 

Claude  Schroth,  of  Leicester-square, 
gentleman,  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  process,  manner,  or  method  of  em- 
bossing or  producing  raised  figures, 
designs,  or  patterns  on  leather  or  such 
like  materials,  and  in  the  manner  or 
means  used  for  effecting  the  same ;  also 
in  the  making  or  forming  of  certain 
tools  or  apparatus  used  therein. 
^  William  Newton,  of  Chancery-lane, 
civil  engineer,  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  construction  of  sun  dials,  designed 
to  show  mean  time. 

William  Hickling  Burnett,  of  Whar- 
ton-street,  Bagnigge-wcUs-road,  Mid- 
dlesex, gentleman,  for  improved  ma- 
chinery for  cutting  or  working  wood. 

George  Nelson,  of  Leamington  Priors, 
Warwick,  gentleman,  for  a  certain  new 
or  improved  method,  or  new  or  im- 
proved methods  of  preparing  gelatine, 
which  has  the  properties  of,  or  resembles 
glue. 

William  Morgan,  of  New  Cross,  Sur- 
rey, gentleman,  for  improvements  in 
the  generation  of  steam. 

R.  T.  Beck,  new  or  improved  appa- 
ratus or  mechanism  for  obtaining  power 
and  motion,  to  be  used  as  a  mechanical 
agent  generally,  which  he  intends  to 
denominate  "  Rotae  Vivaj." 

James  Yates,  of  the  fiffingham  work?, 
Rotherham,  iron  founder,  for  certain 
improvements  in  making,  forming,  or 
producing  raised  or  projecting  letters, 
mouldings,  figures,  or  other  ornamental 
work  for  external  decorations  of  build- 
ings, and  other  purposes. 

George  Philcox,ofSouthwark-8quare, 
watchmaker,  for  certain  improvements 
in  chronometers,  watches^  and  other 
time  keepers. 


John  Ericsson,  of  Cambridge- terrace, 
Hydo-park,  civil  engineer,  for  an  im- 
proved steam-engine,  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  locomotive  purpoees,  and 
steam  navigation* 

Peter  Rotbwell  Jackson,  of  Great 
Bolton,  Lancaster,  engineer,  for  a  new 
and  improved  method  of  mangling, 
callendering,  glazing,  and  finishing  cot- 
ton, linen,  woollen,  and  other  goods  and 
manu&ctures,  and  certain  machinery  to 
effect  the  same. 

James  Yates,  of  the  Effingham  works, 
Rotherham,  iron  founder,  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  constructifni  of 
cupola  furnaces  for  melting  metals. 

John  George  Shnttlewortfa,  of  the 
Mount,  near  Sheffield,  soap-boiler,  for 
a  new  mode  of  obtaining  a  rotary  motion 
from  the  rectilinear  motion  of  the  piston 
rod  of  a  steam  or  other  the  like  engine. 

Peter  Robert  Dmmmond,  Lord  WiU 
loughby  de  Eresby,  for  improvements 
in  compressing  peat. 

James  Kay,  of  Pendleton,  near  Man* 
Chester,  cotton-spinner,  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  term  of  three  years  from  the 
26th  July,  1839,  for  a  new  and  improved 
machinery  for  preparing  and  spinning 
flax,  hemp,  and  other  fibrous  substanoes 
by  power. 

James  Templeton,  manubctnrer  in 
Paisley,  and  also  William  Quiglayi 
weaver  in  Paisley,  for  their  invention  of 
machinery  for  a  new  and  improved  mode 
of  manufacturing  silk,  cotton,  wo<dlen, 
and  linen  fabrics. 

Thomas  Clark  and  Charles  Clark,  of 
Wolverhampton,  Stafford,  ironfoimdiers 
and  co-partners  for  glaaing  and  enamel- 
ling cast-iron  hollow-ware  and  other 
metallic  substances. 

Alexander  Gordon,  of  Fludyer-street, 
Westminster,  Middlesex,  engineer,  for 
a  new  machine  or  apparatus,  for  employ* 
ing  or  using  steam  or  other  elastic  fluid 
as  a  motive  power,  the  same  having 
been  communicated  to  him  by  a  cerfadn 
foreigner  residing  abroad. 

William  Colchester,  of  Ipswich,  mer* 
chant,  for  an  improved  soap^fcame. 

Sir  John  Scott  Lillie,  or  Kensington, 
knight,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
application  of  elastic  fluius  to  the  work- 
ing of  machinery. 

Robert  William  Jearrad,  the  younger, 
of  Oxford-street,  architect,  for  oer^n 
improved  means  of  retarding  wheeled 
carriages. 

John  Fitzpatrick,  of  Stanhope-street, 
Clare-market,  gentlemaoy  for  a  new  and 
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improved  method  of  making  and  manu- 
facturing thread  and  linen  by  means  of 
a  material  not  hitherto  used  for  that 
purpose,  (A  communication.) 

Miles  Berry,  of  Chancery-lane,  for  a 
new  or  improved  method  of  obtaining 
the  spontaneous  reproduction  of  all  the 
images  received  in  the  focus  of  the 
camera  obscura. 

Stephen  Joyce,  of  Croydon,  Surrey, 
artist,  for  certain  improvements  in 
stoves  for  warming  the  air  in  buildings, 
which  improvements  are  also  applicable 
for  cooking  or  for  communicating  heat 
for  other  useful  purposes. 

John  Augustus  Tulk,  of  Seaton  and 
Lowen  iron  works,  Cumberland,  iron 
master,  for  improvements  in  the  manu- 
facture  of  iron. 

Thomas  Mac  Gauran,  of  Golden  Ter- 
race, Pentonville,  Middlesex,  for  im- 
provements in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
from  a  material  not  hitherto  so  em- 
ployed. 

Theodore  Cotelle,  of  the  Haymarket, 
Middlesex,  civil  engineer,  for  improve- 
ments in  extracting  salt  from  sea  or  salt 
water,  and  rendering  it  pure  and  drink- 
able, and  in  purifying  other  waters. 

George  Holworthy  Palmer,  of  Surrey- 
square,  county  of  Surrey,  civil  engineer, 
for  certain  improvements  in  paddle- 
wheels,  for  propelling  ships,  boats,  or 
other  vessels  navigated  by  steam  or 
other  motive  power. 

Thomas  Wilkinson,  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  construction  of  tram 
or  railways,  and  in  the  carriages  to  be 
used  thereon. 

Isaac  Dodds,  of  Masbro,  and  William 
Owen,  of  Rotherham,  York,  civil 
engineers,  for  certain  improvements 
applicable  to  railways,  and  in  the 
construction  and  manufacture  of  wheels, 
engines,  and  machinery  to  be  used 
thereon,  part  or  parts  of  which  are 
applicable  to  other  engines,  and  which 
wheels,  without  a  flange,  are  also 
applicable  for  use  on  turn  pike- roads. 

William  Newton,  of  Cbancery-lane, 
for  an  improved  machine  or  apparatus 
for  weighing  various  kinds  of  articles  or 
goods,  (A  communication.) 

Barclay  Farquharson  Watson,  of  Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields,  '  Middlesex,  solicitor 
(communication  from  a  foreigner  re- 
siding abroad),  improvements  in  crush- 
ing or  preparing  New  Zealand  flax 
(phormiam  tenax). 

Joseph  Clinton  Robertson,  of  Peter- 
borough-court,     Flect-rStrcet,      patent 


agent,  for  an  improved  method  of  ma- 
nufacturing artificial  marble.  (A  com- 
munication). 

Francis  Maceroni,  of  Saint  James's- 
square,  Middlesex,  gent.,  for  improve- 
ments in  steam  boilers  or  generators. 

William  Henry  Burke,  of  Shoreditch, 
for  improvements  in  the  mode  of  con- 
structing vessels  for  containing  air,  ap- 
plicable to  the  purpose  of  raising  sunken 
or  lifting  floating  bodies  under  or  in 
water ;  and  of  fastening  such  vessels  to 
chains  or  other  machinery,  or  apparatus 
to  be  used  for  raising  or  lifting  such 
bodies. 

Samuel  Hall,  of  Basford,  Nottingham, 
engineer,  for  improvements  in  machi- 
nery for  propelling. 

James  Smith,  of  Deanston  Works, 
Kilmadock,  Perth,  cotton  spinner  for 
a  self-acting  temple,  applicable  to 
looms  for  working  fabrics,  whether 
moved  by  hand  or  power. 

James  Smith,  of  Deanston  Works, 
Kilmadock,  Perth,  cotton  spinner,  for 
certain  improvements  applicable  to  ca- 
nal navigation. 

George  Graydon,  of  Sloane-street, 
Chelsea,  for  certain  improvements  in 
instruments,  for  which  letters  patent 
were  formerly  granted  to  him,  and 
which  were  called  therein,  "A  new 
Compass  for  Navigation  and  other  Pur- 
poses," part  of  which  improvements  are 
applicable  to  instruments  for  measuring 
angles  at  sea  or  on  shore,  by  aid  of  re- 
flection or  refraction,  or  of  reflection 
combined  with  refraction,  and  part  are 
applicable  to  magnetic  compasses  for 
ascertaining  true  bearings  from  celes- 
tial observations,  and  for  comparing  the 
same  with  the  bearing  of  the  magnetic 
needle  contained  in  such  compasses, 
whereby  to  determine  and  be  enabled 
to  allow  for  the  deviation  of  such  needle 
from  the  true  meridian,  whether  by  va- 
riation, local  attraction,  or  other  cause 
of  error. 

Peter  Lomax,  of  Bolton-le-Moors, 
Lancaster,  weaver,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  looms  for  weaving. 

Robert  Stewart,  of  North  yWoodside, 
near  Glasgow,  ironsmith,  for  an  im- 
proved crane  for  raising  stones  or  other 
heavy  substances  from  quarries  or  other 
works. 

Frederick  Augustus  Glover,  of  Charl- 
ton, near  Dover,  clerk,  for  an  improved 
instrument  for  the  measurement  of 
angles. 

Henry    Crosley,   of   JJooper-rsquare, 
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Leman-street,  engineer,  for  an  improved 
battery  or  arrangement  of  apparatus  for 
the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

James  Murdoch,  of  Great  Cambridge- 
street,  Hackney-road » mechanical  drafts- 
man, for  certain  improvements  in  ma* 
rine  steam  engines. 

Thomas  Yates,  of  Bolton-le-Moors, 
manufacturer,  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  construction  of  looms  for  weaving, 
and  also  the  application  of  the  same,  in 
order  to  produce  certain  descriptions  of 
goods  or  fabrics  by  steam  or  other 
power. 

Miles  Berry,  of  Chancery-lane,  for  an 
invention  or  discovery  by  which  certain 
textile  or  fibrous  plants  are  rendered 
applicable  to  making  paper  and  spinning 
into  yarns,  and  weaving  into  cloth,  in 
place  of  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  and  other 
fibrous  materials  commonly  used  for 
such  purpose  (being  a  communication). 

John  Farand,  of  Middlewich,  Chester, 
genu,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  constructing,  applying,  and 
using  railway  switches  for  connecting 
different  lines  of  railway,  or  two  distinct 
railways ;  and  for  passing  locomotive, 
steam,  and  other  engines  and  railway 
carriages  and  waggons,  from  the  one  to 
the  other  of  such  railways,  and  for  cer- 
tain apparatus  connected  therewith. 

Robert  Hawthorn  and  John  William 
Hawthorn,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
civil  engineers,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  locomotive  and  other  steam- 
engines  in  respect  of  the  boilers  and  the 
conveying  of  steam  therefrom  to  the 
cylinders. 

John  Hunt,  of  Greenwich,  engineer, 
for  an  improved  method  of  propelling 
and  steering  vessels. 

Richard  Homsby,  of  Spittlegato,  Lin- 
coln, agricultural  machine  maker,  for 
an  improved  machine  for  drilling  land, 
and  sowing  grain  and  seeds  of  different 
descriptions,  either  with  or  without  bone 
or  other  manure. 

Alexander  Borland,  of  Paisley,  Ren- 
frew, accountant,  for  a  machine  for  mea- 
suring water  and  other  liquids,  and  re- 
gistering the  quantity  thereof. 

James  Ulric  Vaucher,  uf  Mount- 
street,  Grosvenor-square,  Middlesex, 
for  certain  improvements  in  fire-cngiucs 
and  otiier  hydraulic  machines,  and  ap- 
paratus for  raising  or  propelling  water 
and  other  fluids,  some  of  which  im- 
provements are  also  applicable  to  steam- 
engines. 

James    Craig,    of   Newbattlc    Paper 


Mills,  Newbattle,  Edinburgh,  for  an 
invention  of  an  improvement  or  im- 
provements in  tlie  machinery  for  ma- 
nufacturing paper. 

George  Davey,  of  Llandndno,  Carnar- 
von, mining  agent,  for  an  improved 
mode  of  applying  water  power. 

George  Lowe,  engineer  to  the  Char- 
tered Gas  Company,  and  John  Kirkham, 
engineer  to  the  imperial  gas  company, 
both  of  London,  for  improvements  in 
the  manufacture  of  gas  for  purpoeea  of 
illumination. 

James  Nasmith,  of  Patrieroft,  near 
Manchester,  engineer,  for  certain  im- 
provements applicable  to  railway  car- 
riages. 

Thomas  Richardson,  of  Newcastle, 
chemist,  for  a  preparation  of  sulphate 
of  lead  applicable  to  some  of  the  par« 
poses  for  which  carbonate  of  lead  is  now 
applied. 

David  Morison,  of  Wilson-street,  Fins- 
bury,  ink  maker,  for  improvements  in 
printing. 

John  Robinson,  of  North  Shields,  en- 
gineer, for  an  improved  steering  appa- 
ratus. 

John  Wood,  of  Burslam,  Staflbrd, 
manufacturer  of  mineral  colours,  for  a 
new  method  or  process  in  the  applica- 
tion and  laying  on  of  the  substances  used 
in  the  printing,  colouring,  tinting,  and 
ornamentinff  of  china,  porcelain,  earth- 
enware, and  other  wares  of  the  same 
description,  by  which  such  wares  can 
be  painted  and  ornamented  with  flowers 
and  other  devices  in  a  much  cheaper 
and  more  simple  and  expeditious  man- 
ner than  by  any  process  now  in  use,  and 
colours  of  all  or  any  variety  may  be 
painted,  shaded,  mixed,  and  blended 
together  in  one  and  the  same  design 
or  pattern,  and  hardened  or  burnt  into 
the  substance  of  the  aforesaid  wares  by 
a  single  process  of  firing  or  hardeniag 
in  the  enamelling  kiln. 

Henry  Francis  Richardson,  of  inm- 
monger-lane,  gent.,  for  improvements 
in  omnibusses. 

Thomas  Firmstone,  of  Newcastle, 
coal  master,  for  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  salt. 

Thomas  Kerr,  esq.,  of  Forecrofts, 
Dunse,  Berwick,  for  a  new  and  improved 
mortar  or  cement  for  building  and  other 
purposes. 

diaries  Dod,  of  21,  Craven-street, 
Strand,  Middlesex,  gent,  (a  commuoi- 
caiion  by  a  certain  foreigner  residing 
abroad,)  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
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constractton  of  railways  and  tram  roads* 
and  in  the  carriages  to  be  used  thereon 
and  otherwise. 

T.  N.  Raper,  for  improvements  in 
rendering  fabrics  and  leather  waterproof. 

H.  Zander,  for  improvements  in  steam 
engines,  steam  boilers,  or  condensors. 

Samuel  Hall,  for  improvements  in 
steam  engines,  and  in  propelling. 

John  Leo  Nicolas,  of  Clifton,  Bristol, 
gent.,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
method  of  constructing  and  propelling 
carriages  on  railways  and  common 
roads,  and  through  fields  for  agricul- 
tural purposes. 

Charles  Greenway,  of  Douglas,  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,  esq.,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  reducing  friction  in  wheels  of 
carriages,  which  improvements  are  also 
applicable  to  bearings,  and  journals  of 
machinery. 

John  Ridgway,  of  Cauldon-place, 
Stafford,  china  manufacturer,  and  George 
Wall,  the  younger,  of  the  same  place, 
gent.,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  preparing  bats  of  earthenware 
and  porcelain  clays,  and  of  forming  or 
shaping  them  into  articles  of  earthen- 
ware and  porcelain,  and  in  the  machi- 
nery, or  apparatus  applicable  thereto. 

Charles  Wheatstone,  of  Conduit- 
street,  Hanover-square,  esq.,  and  Wil- 
liam Fothergill  Cooke,  of  Sussex  cot- 
tage, Slough,  esq.,  for  improvements 
in  giving  signals,  and  sounding  alarm 
at  distant  places,  by  means  of  electric 
carrents, 

James  Bingham,  of  Sheffield,  manu- 
facturer, and  John  Amory  Boden,  of 
the  same  place,  manufacturer,  for  cer- 
tain improved  compositions  which  are 
made  to  resemble  ivory,  bone,  horn, 
mother  of  pearl,  and  other  substances 
applicable  to  the  manufacture  of  han- 
dles of  knives,  forks,  and  razors,  piano- 
forte keys,  snuff  boxes,  and  various 
other  articles. 

James  Hancock,  of  Gloucester-place, 
Walworth,  for  a  method  of  forming  a 
fabric  or  fabrics  applicable  to  various 
uses,  by  combining  caoutchouc  or  cer- 
tain compounds  thereof  with  wood, 
whalebone,  or  other  fibrous  materials, 
vegetable  or  animal,  manufactured  or 
prepared  for  that  purpose,  or  with  me- 
tallic substances  manufactured  or  pre- 
pared, 

Thomas  Kerr,  of  Forecrofts  Dunse, 
in  the  county  of  Berwick,  esq.,  for  a 
new  and  improved  mortar  or  cement 
for  building,  also  for  mouldings,  cast- 


ings, statuary,  tiles,  pottery,  imitations 
of  soft  and  hard  rocks,  and  other  useful 
purposes,  and  which  mortar  or  cement 
is  applicable  as  a  manure  for  promoting 
vegetation  and  destroying  noxious  in- 
sects. 

William  Winsor,  of  Rathbone-place, 
artists'  colourman,  for  a  certain  method 
or  certain  methods  of  preserving  and 
using  colours. 

William  Maltby,  jun.,  of  Mile  End, 
chemist,  and  Richard  Cuerton,  jun.,  of 
Percy-street,  brass  founder,  for  improve- 
ments in  extracting  and  concentrating 
the  color,  tanin,  and  other  matter  con- 
tained in  vegetable  and  animal  sub- 
stances. 

Etienne  Robert  Gaubert,  of  Pftris, 
professor  of  mathematics,  for  certain  im- 
provements in  machinery  or  apparatus 
for  distributing  types  or  other  typogra- 
phical characters  into  proper  recepta- 
cles, and  placing  the  same  in  order 
for  setting  up  after  being  used  in 
printing. 

Samuel  Seaward,  of  the  Canal  Iron 
Works,  Poplar,  engineer,  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  construction  of 
steam-engines,  and  in  the  application 
of  steam-engines  to  propelling  ships 
and  other  vessels* 

Sir  William  Burnet,  of  Somerset 
House,  Middlesex,  knight,  for  improve- 
ments in  preserving  animal,  woollen, 
and  other  fibrous  substances  from  decay. 

William  Newton,  of  Chancery-lane, 
civil-engineer,  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  strengthening  and  preserving  of 
ligneous  and  textile  substances.  (A 
communication  from  a  foreigner.) 

James  Hay,  of  Belton,  Scotland,  cap- 
tain in  the  Royal  Navy,  for  an  improved 
plough,  which  he  titles  the  **  Belton 
Plough." 

Henry  Philip  Rouguette,  of  Norfolk 
street,  Strand,  merchant,  for  a  new  pig- 
ment. (A  communication  from  a  fo- 
reigner.) 

Harrison  Blair,  of  Kearsley,  manu- 
facturing chemist,  and  Henry  Hough 
Watson,  of  Little  Bolton,  chemist,  for 
an  improvement  or  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid,  crystal- 
lized soda,  and  soda  ash,  and  the  reco- 
very of  a  residuum  or  residuums  applic- 
able to  various  useful  purposes. 

William  Grimman,  of  Camden-etreet, 
Islington,  modeller,  for  a  new  mode  of 
wood  paving. 

Arthur  Wall,  of  Bermondsey,  sur- 
geon, for  a  new  composition  for  the  pre- 
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Frank  Hills,  of  Dcptford,  manufac- 
turing chemiHty  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  construction  of  steam- 
boilers  and  cnginesi  and  of  locomotive 
carriages. 

Henry  Montague  Grover,  of  Boveney, 
Buckingham,  clerk,  for  an  improved 
method  of  retarding  and  stopping  rail- 
way trains. 

Auguste  Moinan,  of  Philpot-terrace, 
Edgeware-road,  clock-maker,  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  construction  of 
time-keepers. 

Rice  Harris,  of  Birmingham,  gent., 
for  certain  improvements  in  cylinder 
plates  and  blocks,  used  in  printing  and 
embossing. 

George  John  Newbery,  of  Cripple- 
gate-buildings,  manufacturer,  for  cer- 
tain improvements  in  rendering  silk, 
cotton,  woollen,  linen,  and  other  fabrics, 
waterproof. 

Henry  Dircks,  of  Liverpool,  engineer, 
for  certain  improvements  in  the  con- 
struction of  locomotive  steam-engines, 
and  in  wheels  to  be  used  on  rail  and 
other  ways,  part  of  which  improvements 
are  applicable  to  steam-engines  gene- 
rally. 

Richard  Foote,  of  Faversham,  watch- 
maker, for  improvements  in  alarums. 

William  Hannis  Taylor,  of  Norfolk- 
street,  Strand,  esq.,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  mode  of  forming  or  manu- 
facturing staves,  shingles,  and  laths,  and 
the  machinery  used  for  that  purpose. 

James  Callard  Davies,  of  College- 
place,  Camden  Town,  jeweller,  for  an 
improved  clock  or  time-piece. 

Thomas  Myerscough,  of  Little  Bolton, 
county  of  Lancaster,  manager,  and  Wil- 
liam Sykes,  of  Manchester,  machine 
maker,  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
construction  of  looms,  for  weaving  or 
producing  a  new  or  improved  manu&c- 
ture  or  fabric,  and  also  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  machinery  to  produce 
other  descriptions  of  woven  goods  or 
fabrics. 

James  Knowles,  of  Little  Bolton, 
county  of  Lancaster,  coal  merchant,  for 
an  improved  arrangement  of  apparatus 
for  regulating  the  supply  of  water  to 
steam-boilers. 

William  Winsor,  of  Rathbone-place, 
Middlesex,  artists'  colourman,  for  a 
certain  method,  or  certain  methods, 
process  or  processes,  for  preparing, 
preserving  and  using  colours. 

Alexander  Angus  Croft,  of  Green- 
wich, mani^facturing  chemist,  for  cer- 


tain improvements  in  the  processes  of 
manu&cturing  gas,  and  in  the  produc- 
tion of  ammoniacal  salts. 

Sir  Josiah  John  Guest,  of  the  Dovlais 
Iron  \yorks,  Glamorg^,  baronet,  and 
Thomas  Evans,  of  the  same  place,  agent, 
for  certain  improvements  in  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  and  other  metals. 

William  Henry  Smith,  of  York  Road, 
Lambeth,  civil  engineer,  for  an  improve- 
ment or  improvements  in  the  mode  of 
resisting  shoeks  to  railway  carriages  and 
trains,  and  also  in  the  mode  of  connect- 
ing and  disconnecting  railway  carriages, 
also  in  the  application  of  springs  to  car- 
riages- 
James  Allison,  of  Monkwearmoutb, 
Durham,  iron  master,  and  Roger  Lums- 
den,  of  the  same  place,  chain  and  andwr 
manufacturer,  for  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron  knees  for  ships  and 

William  Pettitt,  ofBradwell,  Bucks, 
gentleman,  for  a  communicaUng  appa- 
ratus to  be  applied  to  rulroad  car- 
riages. 

James  Harvey,  of  Ba^ng-place,  Wa- 
terloo Road,  timber  merchant,  for  oer^ 
tain  improvements  in  paving  streets, 
roads,  and  ways,  with  Uocks  of  wood, 
and  in  the  machinery  or  apparatus  for 
cutting  or  forming  such  blodo. 

Robert  Hampson,  of  Mayfield  Print 
Works,  Manchester,  calico  printer,  for 
an  improved  method  of  block  printing 
on  woven  fabrics  of  cotton,  linen,  nlk* 
or  woollen,  or  of  any  two  or  more  of 
them  intermixed,  with  improved  ma- 
chinery, apparatus^  and  implements  for 
that  purpose. 

Alexander  Southwood  Stoker,  of  B1  rm- 
ingham,  for  improvements  in  the  mano* 
&cture  of  tubes  for  gas  and  other  pni^ 
poses. 

Edward  John  Carpenter,  of  Toft 
Monks,  Norfolk,  commander  in  the 
Royal  Navy,  for  improvements  In  the 
application  of  machineiy  for  assisting 
vessels  in  performing  cerodn  evolutions 
upon  the  water,  especially  tacking,  veer* 
ing,  steering,  propelling,  casting,  or 
winding  and  backing  astern. 

John  Aitchison ,  of  Glasgow,  merdiant, 
and  Archibald  Hastie,  St  West-street^ 
Finsbury-square,  merchant,  for  certain 
improvements  in  geneiating  and  con- 
densing steam,  heating,  cooling,  and 
evaporating  fluids. 

William  Daubnev  Holmes,  of  Cannon- 
row,  in  the  cityof  Westminster,  engineer, 
for  certain  improvements  in  the  cqqv 
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ttrnction  of  iron  ships,  boats,  and  other 
vessels,  and  also  in  means  for  preventing 
the  same  from  foundering,  also  the  ap- 
plication of  the  same  improvements,  or 
parts  thereof,  to  other  vessels. 

G.  A.  Ermer,  for  improvements  in 
machinery  or  apparatus  for  spinning, 
doubling,  twisting  cotton,  flax,  wool,  or 
other  fibrous  materials,  part  of  which 
improvements  are  applicable  to  ma- 
chinery in  general. 

Sir  W.  Burnett,  for  improvements  in 
preserving  animal,  vegetable,  woollen, 
and  other  fibrous  substances  from  de- 
cay. 

Thomas  Meyerscough,  for  improve- 
ments in  the  construction  of  looms  for 
weaving, or  producing  a  new  or  improved 
manufacture  or  fabric,  and  also  in  the 
arrangements  of  machinery  to  produce 
other  descriptions  of  woven  goods  and 
fabrics. 

Joseph  Getten,  of  Paurs-chain,  Lon- 
don, merchant,  for  improvements  in 
preparing  and  purifying  whale-oil,  being 
a  communication. 

Thomas  Tassell  Grant,  esq.,  an  officer 
in  her  Majesty's  victualling-yard,  at 
Gosport,  for  improvements  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  fuel. 

John  Lambert,  of  Coventry-street, 
St.  James's,  within  the  liberty  of  West- 
minster, gentleman,  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  manufacture  of  soap, 
being  a  communication. 

James  Jamieson  Cordes,  and  Edward 
Locke,  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of 
Monmouth,  for  a  new  rotary  engine. 

Moses  Poole,  of  Lincoln 's-inn,  gen- 
tleman, for  improvements  in  fire-arms, 
and  in  apparatus  to  be  used  therewith, 
being  a  communication. 

James  Roberts,  of  Brewer-street, 
Somers'-town,  ironmonger,  for  improved 
machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  applied 
to  the  windows  of  houses  or  other 
buildings,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
accidents  to  persons  employed  in  clean- 
ing or  repairing  the  same,  and  also  for 
facilitating  the  escape  of  persons  from 
houses,  when  on  fire. 

Francis  Todd,  of  Pendennis  Castle, 
Falmouth,  gentleman,  for  improve- 
ments in  obtaining  silver  from  ores 
and  other  matters  containing  it. 

Alexander  Angus  CroU,  superintend' 
ent  of  the  Chartered  Gass  Company's 
Works,  Brick-lane,  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  gas,  for  the 
purposes  of  illumination,  and  for  the 
-.reparation  or  manufacture  of  materials 
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to  be  used  in  the  purification  of  gas, 
for  the  purposes  of  illuminations. 

John  George  Bodmer,  of  Manchester, 
civil  engineer,  an  extension  of  an  inven- 
tion for  the  term  of  seven  years,  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  machinery 
for  cleaning,  carding,  drawing,  roving, 
and  spinning  of  cotton  and  wool. 

Ri<;e  Harris,  of  Birmingham,  Warwick, 
gentleman,  for  certain  improvements  in 
cylinders,  plates,  and  blocks,  used  in 
printing  and  embossing. 

Robert  Cook,  of  Johnston,  in  Ren- 
frewshire, engineer  and  millwright,  for 
the  making  of  bricks  by  machinery,  to 
be  wrought  either  by  steam  or  other 
power. 

John  Hemming,  of  North  Bank^ 
Regent's  Park,  Middlesex,  gentleman, 
for  improvements  in  gas  meters. 

Thomas  Richardson,  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  chemist,  for  a  preparation  of  sul- 
phate of  lead,  applicable  to  some  of  the 
purposes  to  which  carbonate  of  lead  is 
now  applied. 

Robert  Stirling  Newall,  of  Dundee, 
Forfar,  being  partly  a  communication 
from  abroad,  and  partly  by  invention  of 
his  own,  for  certain  improvements  in 
wire-ropes,  and  in  machinery  for  mak- 
ing such  ropes,  which  ropes  are  applic- 
able to  various  purposes. 

John  Lothian,  of  Edinburgh,  geo- 
grapher, for  improvements  in  apparatus 
for  measuring  or  ascertaining  weights, 
strains,  or  pressure. 

John  Juckes,  of  Shropshire,  gentle- 
man, improvements  in  furnaces,  or  fire- 
places, for  the  better  consuming  of 
fuel. 

James  Harvey,  of  Basing-place,  Wa- 
terloo Road,  Surrey,  timber  merchant, 
for  certain  improvements  in  paving 
streets,  roads,  and  ways,  with  blocks  of 
wood,  and  in  the  machinery  or  appa- 
ratus for  cutting,  or  forming  such 
block?. 

William  Henry  Bailey  Webster,  of 
Ipswich,  Suffolk,  surgeon  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  for  improvements  in  preparing 
skins  and  other  animal  matters,  for  the 
purposes  of  tanning  and  the  manufacture 
of  gelatine. 

Alexander  Bow,  of  Crown-street, 
Hutchesontown,  Glasgow,  Lanark,  Scot- 
land, builder,  for  improvements  in  fur- 
naces and  flues,  by  the  introduction  and 
application  of  hot  air  thereto,  and  for 
the  consumption  of  smoke  and  econo- 
mizing fuel. 

21 
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POETRY 


THE  BOON  OP  MEMORY, 

A   POSTHUMOUS   PIECE— BT   MrS.    HeMANS. 


I  GO !  I  go  !-^and  must  mine  image  fade 

From  the  green  spots  wherein  my  childhood  play'd^- 

By  mine  own  streams  ? 
Must  my  life  part  from  each  familiar  place 
As  a  bird's  song,  that  leaves  the  woods  no  trace 

Of  its  lone  themes  ? 

Will  the  friend  pass  my  dwelling,  and  forget 
The  welcomes  there,  the  hours  when  we  have  met 

In  erief  or  glee  ? 
All  the  sweet  counseX  the  communion  high, 
The  kindly  words  of  trust,  in  days  gone  by 

Romed  full  and  free  1 

A  boon,  a  talisman,  O  Memory  !  give. 

To  shrine  my  name  in  hearts  where  I  would  live 

For  evermore ! 
Bid  the  wind  speak  of  me  where  I  have  dwelt^ 
Bid  the  stream's  voice,  of  all  my  soul  hath  felt 

A  thought  restore ! 

In  the  rich  rose,  .whose  bloom  I  lov'd  so  well. 
In  the  dim  brooding  violet  of  the  dell, 

Set  deep  that  thought ! 
And  let  the  sunset*s  melancholy  glow, 
And  let  the  spring's  first  whisper,  faint  and  low 

With  me  be  fraught. 

And  Memory  answered  me — "Wild  wish  and  vain, 
I  have  no  hues  the  loveliest  to  detain — 

In  the  heart's  core : 
The  place  they  held  in  bosoms  all  their  own. 
Soon  with  new  shadows  filVd,  new  flowers  o'ergrowni 

Is  theirs  no  more." 
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Hast  them  such  power,  Oh  Love  ?  and  love  replied 
"  It  is  not  mine  ! — Pour  out  thy  soul's  full  tide 

Of  hope  and  trust. 
Prayer,  tear,  devotedness  that  boon  to  gain, 
'Tis  but  to  write,  with  the  heart's  fiery  rain. 

Wild  words  on  dust. 

Then  did  my  heart,  in  low  faint  sadness  die, 
As  from  all  nature's  voices,  one  reply, 

But  one  was  given : 
*'  Earth  hath  no  heart,  f(md  dreamer  !  with  a  tone 
To  send  thee  back  the  spirit  of  their  own. 

Seek  it  in  heaven  !" 


THE  ANCIENT  CHURCH. 


FROM   THE  CATHEDRAL,    OR  THE  CATHOLIC  AND  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH 

IN   ENGLAND. 

Unto  the  East  we  turn,  from  the  cold  bourn 
Of  our  dull  western  cave,  Faith*s  pensive  mood 
Sets  there  her  tranced  eyelid,  gathering  food 
Of  solemn  thoughts,  which  make  her  less  forlorn 
And  back  to  apostolic  men  is  borne. 
There,  from  her  evening  and  dim  solitude. 
She  joins  the  companies  of  the  wise  and  good, 
Who  walk  upon  the  gospel's  glorious  morn. 
Their  dwarf  dimensions  of  mortality 
Seeming  to  grow  upon  the  golden  sky, 
Beyond  the  cold  shade  of  imperious  Rome ! 
Ambrose  and  Basil — either  Gregory, 
Clement,  and  Cyril — Cyprian's  earthly  home. 
And  the  free  lips  of  glowing  Chrysostom, 


EXTRACT  FROM  "ALCIPHRON." 

BY   THOMAS  MOORE. 

Though  through  my  life's  short  sunny  dream, 
I've  floated  without  pain  or  care. 
Like  a  light  leaf,  down  pleasure's  stream, 
Cauglit  in  each  sparkling  eddy  there ; 
Though  never  mirth  awaked  a  strain 
That  my  heart  echoed  not  again ; 

2  I  2 


484]     ANNUAL     REGISTER,  1839J 

Yet  bave  I  felt^  when  even  most  gay, 

Sad  thoughts — I  knew  not  whence  or  why— 

Suddenly  o'er  my  spirit  fly. 

Like  clouds,  that  ere  we've  time  to  say 

*'  How  bright  the  sun  is,*'  shade  the  dcy— 

At  times  so  vague,  so  undeiin'd. 

Were  those  strange  darkenings  of  my  mind 

While  nought  but  joy  around  me  b^un'd 

So  causelessly  they've  come  and  flown. 

That  not  of  life  or  earth  they  seem'd 

But  shadows  from  some  world  unknown." 


EXTRACT  FROM  THOMAS  A  BECKET ; 

A  DRAMATIC  CHHONIGLB  BT  GEORGE  DABLET. 

John  of  Salisbury,  loquitur. 

Farewell,  sweet  Woodstook  bowers !  blissful  shades^ 

Through  whose  dim  walks,  so  pleasantly  perplexed* 

Oft  have  I  wandered,  shadow-like,  myself  I 

Communing,  I  have  felt  the  bonds  of  earth 

Fall  gradual  from  about  me,  and  it  seemed 

Leave  me  at  length  mere  soul,  that  purest  state 

Which  man's  last  hope  aspires !     Farewell  ye  lawns. 

Ye  silent  meadows  green,  whose  golden  flowers 

Breathe  up  rich  vapour,  as  floats  o'er  the  fields 

Of  sun-fed  asphodel — ye  willowy  streams^ 

By  whose  wild  banks  my  thoughts  and  I  have  strayed- 

Ye  verdurous  alleys,  down  whose  tufUess  sward 

My  foot  has  met  no  mossy  obstacle 

To  wake  me  from  my  dream,  while  brow  to  book 

I  walked  oblivious  of  all  else,  yea.  letting 

The  insensible  hours  steal  from  me— fare  ye  well ! 

I  must  no  longer  see  thee  Woodstock  !  haply 

Never  again  ! — nor  even  my  native  shores ! 

"  Na9  jmtrice  Jines  el  dulcia  Unquimus  arva. 
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fN.B,    The  figures  within  crotchets  refer  to  the  History,] 


Abduction  of  a  child,  184 

Acts,  general,  list  of,  401 — Acts,  local 
and  personal,  405 — Acts,  private.  410, 
412 

Ammunition,  seizure  of,  in  France,  217 

Antipodean  speculations,  124,  163 

Apprehension  of  burglars,  79 

Arithmetical  prodigy,  112 

Assassination,  attempt  at,  34 

Assault,  cases  of,  99,  118,  145, 151, 169, 
176,177,192,249 

Attwood,  Mr.  T.  letter  from,  on  resign- 
ing his  seat  for  Birmingham,  273 

Auchterarder  case,  [300] ;  proceedings 
in  the  Court  of  Session,  judgment, 
[301]  ;  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords 
^-meeting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
motions  of  Dn  Cook,  Dr.  Chalmers, 
and  Dr.  Muir,  [302] ;  Dr.  Chalmer's 
motion  carried,  [303]  ;  277 

Aurora  Borealis,  159 

Balloon  accident,  65 

Ballot,  Mr.  Grote's  motion  for  the, 
[273] 

Bank  of  England,  its  transactions  with 
the  Bank  of  France,  raises  the  rate  of 
discount,  [289] ;  vide  Parliament 

Bankrupts,  number  of,  416 

Banquet  at  Goldsmith's  Hall,  126— at 
Dover,  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
155 

Bklgium— Territorial  diiferences  with 
Holland — provisions  of  the  24  arti- 
cles, [401]  ;  treaty  carried  in  the 
Chambers  by  a  majority  of  21 — objec- 
tions of  Holland,  [402] ;  protocol  of 
Dec.  6;  1838,  [403]  ;  the  cabinet  of 
the  Hague  accepts  the  treaty — -re- 
commendation of  the  Belgian  Secre* 
tary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  [404] ;  mo- 
tion referred  to  the  sections,  vehe- 
mentdebate — passes  the  Senate,  [405] 

Benevolent  conduct  of  Alderman  Pirie, 
198 

Bills  of  mortality,  416 

Birmingham,  riots  at,  103,  109,  [281], 
[305] ;  conduct  of  the  magistrates,  272 

Births;  282 


Bloomsbury  case,  the,  147 

Bradshaw,  Mr.  his  speech  at  Canter- 
bury, [311] 

British  India  vide  India 

Brougham,  Lord,  reported  death  of,  209 

Brunswick,  New,  loyal  demonstration 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  outrages  on  the  Cana. 
dian  frontier,  [349] 

Buenos  Atres,  blockade  of  by  the 
French,  [259] ;  vide  Parliament 

Burglary  and  Arson,  43 

Butchers'  meat,  average  prices  of,  415 

Caesarian  operation,  47 

Cambridge  University  Examinations, 
419 ;  vide  Riot 

Canada  —  Lord  Durham's  report, 
[173];  enmity  between  the  two 
races,  emigrants,  [174]  ;  state  of  the 
schools,  [175] ;  summary  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  parliament  for  the  legis- 
lation of,  [207] ;  meeting  of  the  pro- 
vincial parliament  of  Upper  Canada, 
speech  of  the  Lieutenant-governor, 
[348] ;  answer  to  the  speech,  [349] ; 
Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  succeeds  Sir  J, 
Colboume ;  return  of  Sir  J.Colbourne 
to  England  and  elevation  to  the 
peerage;  resolutions  of  the  special 
council,  [350];  vide  Paruamekt— 
United  States 

Canadian  prisoners,  judgment  on,  70 

Carriage  accidents,  101, 134 

Charter,  the  Manchester,  152 

Chartists,  proceedings  of  the,  [303]; 
national  convention,  [304];  riots  at 
Birmingham,  [305];  at  Newport, 
[314] ;  progress  of  Frost  and  his  fol- 
lower*!,  [315] ;  dispersion  and  trial 
ol  the  rioters,  [316] ;  Chartist  riots 
and  meetings  at  Devizes,  49 ;  Lian- 
idloes,  66  ;  drilling  at  Manchester, 
ib* ;  committal  of  Vincent  and  others, 
68;  great  meeting  on  Kersal  Moor, 
72;  at  Birmingham,  103,  109;  on 
Clerkenwell  -  green,  112;  "  Little 
Waddington"  the  bill-sticker,  117; 
at  Newcastle  — at  Stockport,   127j 
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Charti  sts — continued* 
at  Manchester,  132;  on  Kennington- 
common,  140;   at  Church,  160;  at 
Sheffield,  164;  vide  Parliament 

China — Collision  between  the  Chinese 
authorities  and  the  British  subjects  at 
Canton — Captain  Elliot's  proceedings, 
[427] ;  the  whole  of  the  Opium  deli* 
vercd  to  the  Chinese ;  the  British  leave 
Canton,  [428] 

Church  of  Scotland,  367,  275 ;  Auch- 
terarder  case,  277 

-  rates,  new  way  of  paying,  1 27  ; 
see  Law 

Civic  progress  on  the  Thames,  1 1 9 

Clover,  average  prices  of,  415 

Coach  burnt  on  a  railway,  202 

robbery,  199 

Colliery  accidents,  29, 40, 100,  227 

Collision  at  sea,  159, 171 

Colonial  waste  lands,  Mr.  Ward's  reso- 
lutions concerning,  [228] ;  vide  Par- 
liament 

Concealment  of  a  stolen  watch,  \59 

Convent,  new  one,  at  Dockhead,  Ber- 
mondsey,  268 

Corn,  British,  average  prices  of,  415 

laws,  agitation  against  the,  [16], 

[28] ;  vide  Parliament 

Courageous  conduct,  196 

Credulity,  extraordinary,  237 

Cruelty  to  apprentices,  199 

Death  from  drinking,  18 ;  extraordinary 

one,  104 
Deaths  : — 

Aboyne,  Countess  of,  360 

Ackroyd,  W.  Esq.  374 

Adam,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  324 

Adam,  W.  G.  Esq.  340 

Ainslie,  Lieut.-genera1,  G.  R.  333 

Airy,  A.  and  G.  350 

Alexander,  J.  D.  Esq.  359 

Alison,  Rev.  A.  357 

Allen,  Mr.  J.  373 

Allen,  T.  (Ben  Brace),  327 

Antrobus,  Hon.  Mrs.  C.  367 

Archdall,  General  M.  357 

Ardagh,  Archdeacon  of,  371 

Argyll,  Duke  of,  370 

Arnold,  Lieut.-coloncl  R.  359 

Aston,  Lieut.  A.  W.  H.  360 

Astor,  Mr.  J.  327 

Aust,  Mrs.  C.  334 

Aylmer,  J.  Esq.  376 

Backhouse,  Mrs.  M.319 
Bacon,  P.  Esq.  367 
Kagot,  R.  Esq.  376 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  352 
Barclay,  Sir  R.  358 


Deaths — continued. 
Barker,  E.  H.  Esq.  330 
Barnely,  P.  Esq.  365 
Barr,  J.  Esq.  353 
Barra,  Captain  J.  353 
Bassano,  Due  de.  341 
Bather,  J.  Esq.  372 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Mrs.  C.  342 
Battier,  Mr.  336 
Bayly,  T.  H.  Esq.  335 
Beadon,  Mrs.  375 
Beauclerk,  Lady,  K.  F.  332 
Bedford,  Duke  of,  369 
Bedford,  G.  C.  Esq.  344 
Beechy,S!rW.d21 
Beetham,  W.  Esq.  366 
Bell,  W.  Esq.  357 
Belt,  R.  Esq.  377 
Bentinck,  IjbAj  J.  H.  363 
Ben ti  nek,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  W.  H.  C  344 
Beresford,  Lieut.-general  G.  T.  371 
Betham,  Rev.  W.  370 
Bethell,  Mrs.  M.  367 
Bethune,  E.  Esq.  344 
Blackburn,  E.  B.  Esq.  357 
Blackburn,  Mrs.  S.  370 
Blackbume,  M^or-gen.  Sir  W^  369 
Blair,  Miss,  337 
Blagrave,  Mrs.  Colonel  332 
Blunt,  Lady,  371 
Boaden,  J.  Esq.  323 
Bobart,  T.H.E8q.313 
Bold,  H.  Esq.  353 
Bond,  Rear  Admiral  F.  G.  370 
Borgbese,  Prince  de,  348 
Brauitska,  Countess,  321 
Breay,  Rev.  J.  G.375 
Brenton,  Captain  E.  P.  333 
Brenton,  Mrs.  C.  325 
Brocas,  B.  Esq.  357 
Broglie,  Duchess  de,  321 
Bromley,  Hon.  Lady,  374 
Bromley,  Mr.  J.  C  ,  331 
Brougb,  A.  Esq.,  381 
Brougham,  H.  Esq.,  368 
Brougham,  Hon.  Miss  E.  L«,  374 
Brougham,  Mrs.  E.,  380 
Broussais,  M.,  343 
Brown,  J.  Esq.,  318 
Browne,  Mrs.  C.  D.  P.,  339 
Brydges,  Sir  J.  W.  H.,  363 
Bucban,  Coantess  of,  ^7 
Buckingham,  Duke  of,  316 
Buonaparte,  Princess  Charlotte^  388 
Burnett,  General  W.,  337 
Busfield,  Mr8.C.,  337 
Buxton,  Sir  R.  J.,  344 

Cabanel,  R.  Esq.,  333 

Caldwell,  Major^eneral  Sir  A.>  376 

Cftledon,  Esri  of,  336 
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Deaths — continued. 
Cameron,  Hon.  D.,  321 
Campbell,  Lady,  369 
Carew,  Lady,  353 
Carnwath,  Lieutenant-general  Earl  of, 

313 
Carvick,  Mrs.  M.  B.,  371 
Castlemaine,  Viscount,  315 
Cavendish,  H.  C.  L.  Esq.,  367 
Cbabannes,  Marchioness  de,  371 
Chadborn,  Mr.  J.,  357 
Chamberlayne,Mi8s  H.  C.  E.C.,367 
Chambers,  J.  Esq.,  354 
Chambers,  Lady,  333 
Champneys,  Sir  T.  S.  M.,  373 
Chapman,  J.  Esq.,  354 
Chardonnay,  Marquess  de,331 
Chester,  Rev.  W.  327 
Chetham,  Master  C,  370 
Christie,  A.B.  L.  Esq.,  360 
Churchill,  Lady,  E.  C,  381 
Churchill,  Mrs.  H.  A.,  371 
Cianeboye  and  Dufferin,  Lord,  373 
Clarke,  Lieutenant-colonel,  A.  348 
Clarke,  R.  G.  Esq.  367 
Clarkson,  W.  C.  Esq.  376 
Clayton,  Major  Sir  R.  358 
Clements,  Viscount,  319 
Clive,  T.  Esq.  343 
Coffin,  Admiral  Sir  L  354 
Colburn,  Z.  343 
Coleman,  E.  Esq.  349 
Colpoys,  Lady,  357 
Colville,  Lady,  359 
Const,  F.  Esq.  377 
Constable,  Rev.  R.  367 
Coore,  Mrs.  376 
Copleston,  Mrs.  Margaret,  315 
Corbett,  M.  Esq.  329 
Corbett,  Mrs.  M.  A.  366 
Cornewal,  Miss  M.  J.  357 
Corrie,  J.  Esq.  358 
Courant,  C.  H.  Esq.  372 
Cox,  S.  C.  Esq.  330 
Craig,  J.  Esq.  371 
Craven,  Hon,  Mrs.  G.359 
Crawfurd,  Sir  J.  G.  353 
Crawshay,  W.  Esq.  362 
Gumming,  Mrs.  342 
Cunningham,  A.  Esq.  348 
Cuthell,  Mr.  W.  377 

Dalhousie,  Countess  Dowager  of,  318 
Dallas,  Lieutenant-general  Sir  T.358 
Daponte,  Signor,  322 
Daubuz,  L.  C.  Esq.  376 
Davidson,  C.  J.  Esq.  331 
Davidson,  Mrs.  E.  D.  344 
Davy,  Rev.  M.  341 
Dawson,  Hon.  and  Rev.  W«  327 
DawsoD;  J.  Esq.  353 


Deaths. — continued. 
De  Camp,  V.  Esq.  354 
De  Roos,  Lord,  330 
Devereux,  Hon.  H.  C.  364 
Devon,  Countess  of,  377 
Devonshire,  Rear-admiral  Sir  J.  F. 

325 
Dillon,  Colonel  C.  H.  352 
Dixon,  Mrs.  M.  F.  373 
Douglass,  Admiral  J.  344 
Downes.Mr.  C.  373 
Doyle,  Sir  F.  H.  372 
Drake,  Sir  F.  H.  350 
Drummond,  Lady  M.  364 
Duff,  General  Sir  J.  375 
Duncumb,  Rev.  J.  364 
Dunlop,  Sir  J.  331 
Dyuely,  J.  Esq.  325 

Earle,  W.  Esq.  315 

Egerton,  C.  T.  Esq.  323 

Egerton,  Lady  E.  581 

Elford,  Lady,  370 

Eiley,  Lieutenant-general  Sir  J.  318 

Elliot,  Mr.  R.356 

Ellis,  Sir  W.C.  370 

Entwistle,  A.  Esq.  343 

Essex,  Earl  of,  335 

Estcourt,  Miss  H.  J.  B.  .354 

Evans,  Lieutenant-colonel  W.  V.  350 

Evelyn,  L.  Esq.  337 

Eykyn,  J.  Esq.  316 

Eyre,  Vice-admiral  Sir  G.323 

Falconer,  Rev.  T.  325 
Farmer,  S.  Esq.  340 
Farquhar,  Major-general  W.  339 
Fesch,  Cardinal,  339 
'  Field,  Mr.  G.  372 
Field,  Mr.  W.  322 
Filmore,  Captain,  J.  342 
Fisher,  T.  Esq.  339 
Fitzgerald,  Lady,  324 
Fitzgerald,  Sir  J.  366 
Fiteroy,  Lady  E.  330 
Forbes,  M.  Esq.  360 
Ford,  Colonel,  333 
Ford,  Mrs.  373 
Ford,  Sir  F.  333 
Fowke,  Rev,  G.  M.  354 
Fraser,  J.  J.  Esq.  339 
Fraser,  Lady,  363 

Frederick  VI.  King  of  Denmark,  374 
Froude,  Mrs.  M.  344 
Fuller,  Major-general,  332 

Gait,  J.  Esq.  332 
Gambler,  Mr.  350 
Gardner,  Mrs.  D.  331 
Garrett,  Mrs.  J.  342 
Gerard,  Captain  A.  376 
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Gilbert,  D.  Esq.  377 
Gilman,  J.  Esq.  343 
Godson,  S.  Esq.  344 
Goforth,  Rev.  F.  324 
Goldsmid,  E.  Esq.  313 
Goodden,  W.  Esq.  353 
Goodyear,  Mr.  J.  367 
Gordon,  H.  Esq.  317 
Gordon,  J.  Esq.  381 
Gordon,  Sir  F.  372 
Gordon,  W.  Esq.  372 
Gosling,  hon.  Mrs.  C.  369 
Gould,  Lieut.  N.  381 
Greenly,  Lady  Coffin,  319 
Greville,  Mrs.  S.330 
Grey,  C.  Esq.  350 
Grierson,  Sir  R.  358 
Griffin,  Mr  W.371 
Griggs,  J.  Esq.  327 
Grose,  Mrs.  E.  340 

Hackett,  Baron,  360 

Halket,  Admiral  Sir  P.  368 

Hall,  Mrs.  C.  344 

Halliday,  SirA.363 

Hamilton,  Dr.  J.  373 

Hammick,  Dr.  S.  L.  381 

Hammond,  C.  Esq.  331 

Handfield,  Commander  E.  323 

Hankin,  G.  Esq.  372 

Hardy.  Vice  Admiral  Sir  T.  M.365 

Hare,  J.  Esq.  315 

Harris,  H.  Esq.  339 

Harvey,  Captain  G.  L.  327 

Hastings,  Lady  F.  351  [307] 

Hatton,  Mrs.  (Ann  of  Swansea)  313 

Haviland,  Mrs.  J.  R.  330 

Hawker,  Lieut.*general  Sir  S.  313 

Hawkins,  Captain  £.  336 

Hay,  Rev.  W.  R.  376 

Heise,  J.  O.  Esq.  360 

Herbert,  Dr.  336 

Herring,  Colonel,  363 

Hesse    Homburgh,    Louis    William 

Frederic,  Landgrave  0/^318 
Hicks,  Lady,  337 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G.  F.  328 
Hilton,  \V.  Esq.  379 
Hoare,  Mrs.  C.  323 
Holford,  G.  P.  Esq.  336 
Holroyd,  J.  Esq.  381 
Holt,  Mr.  T.  372 
Home,  D.  Esq.  321 
Honey  wood,  E.  Esq.  360 
Hope,  H.  P.  Esq.  375 
Houlton,  J.  Esq.  324 
Howard,  Hon.  and  Rev.  B.  356 
Howden,  General  Lord,  356 
Hubburstv,  J.  L.  Esq.  Deputy  High 

Steward  of  Cambridge,  310 
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Hughes,  A.  Esq.  32S 
Hughes,  Lady,  337 
Huyshe,  Rev.  F.  360 

Ibbetson,  Sir  C.  333 
Ingliss,  Miss  S.  A.  336 
Innes  Miss,  376 
Irby,  Hon.  Miss  A.  358 
Irby,  Hon.  W.  D.  369 
Ireland,  J.  Esq.  346 

Jackson,  Mr.  J.  357 
JarviK,  Captain  H.  323 
Jarvis,  Mrs.  A.  A.  367 
Jekyll,  Commander  J.  323 
Jenkin,  T.  Esq.  360 
Jervis,  Hon.  W.  J.  313 
Johnson,  Captain,  330 
Johnson,  Lieut.-Colonel,  334 
JoUiffe,  Mrs.  M.  £•  368 
Jones,  Colonel  L.  G.  329 
Jones,  Sir  T.  J.  T.  367 
Joyce,  Captain  J. 

Kamper,  Professor  N.  O.  Van,  339 
Kaposany,  Baron  Appel  de,  922 
Kidman,  Mrs.  360 
Kier,  Miss,  J.  358 
King,  Lieut-General  Sir  H.  373 
King,  Miss  6.  354 
Kingston,  Earl  of,  369 
Kinnaird,  Mr.  W.  368 
Kitchingmann,  Rev.  H.  316 
Knott,  T.  Esq.  353 
Kyle,  H.  Esq.  318 
Kynaston,  Rev.  Sir  £.  336 

La  Marche,  J.  B.  Esq.  348 
Labouchere,  P.  C.  Esq.  316 
Lacon,  Sir  E.  K.  343 
Lambert,  Hon.  R.  W.  378 
Lancaster,  Mr.  Joseph,  310 
Lander,  Mr.  J.  373 
Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  363 
Langlois,  M.3I3 
Langford,  Lord,  343 
Lascelles,  Visoomit,  377 
Latham,  Mrs.  A.  343 
Lawrence,  J.  Esq.  317 
Leggett,  H.£sq.311 
Leigh,  J.  B.  £.  W.  B.  Esq.  342 
Leigh,  P.  B.  Esq.  339 
Leman,  Sir  J.  343 
Lennard,  Rev.  D.  B.  318 
Leslie,  Hon.  General  D.  313 
Lichfield,  Bishoo  of»  375 
Lieven,  Prince,  il8 
Lindsay,  Lad:|r  £.  M.  342 
Lindesayi  Mj^oMencnl  Sir  P«843 
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Deaths — continued* 
Linnaeus,  Mad.  L.  330 
Uovd,  D.  Esq.  373 
Lodge,  £.  Esq.  Clarencieux  King  at 

Arms,  316 
Lomax,  £.  S.  Esq.  324 
Lonsdale,  J.  Esq.  317 
Love,  commander  W.  333 
Lucan,  Earl  of,  350 
Ludolf,  Count,  327 
Lushington,  M.  Esq.  340 
LusLington,  Mrs.  S.  377 

Macfarlane,  Lieut.-Colonel  A.  360 
Mackenzie,  Mrs.  E.  357 
Mackie,  Major  W.  364 
Maclean,  C.  H.  Esq.  358 
Maclean,  Major-general  Sir  J.  365 
Maclean,  Mrs.  373 
MacMichael,Dr.  W.315 
Magnay,  A.  J.  Esq.  331 
Mabmoud  JL,  349 
Maitland,  Hon.  Lieutenant-colonel  J. 

317 
Majendie,  Mrs.  373 
Makenzie,  Mrs.  H.  M.  372 
Mansel,  J.  C.  Esq.  331 
Mansel,  Rev.  W.  F.  357 
Mansfield,  J.  Esq.  315 
Marriott,  G.  R.  Esq.  343 
Martin,  Baron,  331 
Martin,  H.  Esq.  353 
Martin,  J.  S.  Esq.  358 
Martin,  Lady  C.  S.  352 
Martley,  J.  Esq.  362 
Master,  Rear-admiral  J.  359 
Maule  Captain  G.  S.  369 
Maule,  Colonel  F.  370 
Meheux,  J.  Esq.  371 
Merceron,  J.  Esq.  353 
Merriman,  J.  Esq.  345 
Middleton,  Mrs.  E.  348 
Mildmay,  A.  Esq.  330 
Mildmay,  Mrs.  A.  329 
Miles,  R.  Esq.  346 
Millard,  S.  W.  Esq.  371 
Millbouse,  R.  Esq.  333 
Milnes,  Sir  J.  B.330 
Moleswortb,  Hon.  Mrs.  M.  331 
Monely,  R.  M.  Esq.  373 
Montague,  Lady,  354 
Montalembert,    Dowager    Countess, 

327 
Monteagle,  Lady,  381 
Montgomery,  Sir  J.  342 
Monypenny,  Captain,  329 
Monzani,  T.  Esq.  353 
Moore,  Rev.  T.  321 
Mori,  Mr.  346 
Morier,  D.  Esq.  336 
MouQt-Edgcumbe,  Earl  of  366 


Deaths — continued* 
Moun^ov,  Viscountess,  349 
Mumford,  J.  365 
Munster,  Count,  348 
Murdoch,  W.  Esq.  373 
Murray,  Lieutenant  J.  £•  F.  353 
Musgrave,  J.  Esq.  362 

Need,  Lieutenant-general  S.  359 

Neilson,  Mr.  J.  374 

Newman,  R.  F.  Esq.  373 

Nibi,  Professor,  380 

Nisbett,  Lady,  317 

Nixon,  Lieutenant,  336 

Noleken,Lientenant-colonel  Baron  G« 

321 
Norbury,  Earl  of,  314 
Nourrit,  M.  A.  328 
Nurse,  hon.  J.  B.  353 

Oakley,  Lady,  325 
Os,  M.  Van.  343 
Osinski,  Louis,  310 

Paer,  Fernando,  338 

Paget,  Vice-admiral  Sir  C.  319 

Palmer,  Mr.  J.  H.  346 

Pare,  General  J.  357 

Paris,  Archbishop  of,  379 

Parker,  Mrs.  H.  373 

Parry,  Lady,  340 

Parsons,  H.  Esq.  317 

Pastorini,  J.  Esq.  349 

Paterson,  Lady,  376 

Peel,  R.  Esq.  333 

Peterborougn,  Bishop  of,  337 

Phillips,  Mr.  H.  367 

Phi  11  pott,  Major-gtsneral  H.  339 

Fincke,  Mrs.  M.  371 

Polack,  S.  Esq.  363 

Pomfret,  Dowager  Countess  of,  364 

Porter,  Rev.  J.  T.  332 

Poulter,  Mrs.  343 

Powell,  Lady,  348 

Fowls,  Earl  of,  340 

Praed,  W.  M.  Esq.  353 

Pnce,  B.  Esq.  332 

Price,  S.  G.  Esq.  345 

Prickett,  Rev.  M.  328 

Prinn,  6.  B.  P.  Esq.  316 

Pritzler,   Lieutenant-genertl  Sir  T« 

333 
Pryer,  R.Esq.328 
Prony,  Baron  de,  354 
Prosser,  Rev.  R.  368 
Pusey,  Mrs.  M.  C.  343 

Radstock,  Lady,  368 
Ramsden,  Sir  J.  353 
Ranfnrly,  Countess  of,  373 
Rankin,  R.  Esq.  363 
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Deaths — continued. 
Read,  W.  H.  Esq.  343 
Reinhold,  Mad.  A.  331 
Rendlesham,  Lord,  364 
Rennell,  T.  Esq.  376 
Rensselaer,  General  S.  Van.  319 
Reynolds,  L.  Esq.  372 
Ricardo,  Miss  M.  337 
Richards,  W.  Esq.  331 
Richardson,  Lady  327 
Richardson,  Rev.  R.  366 
Ricketts,  Mrs.  L.  337 
Rick  wood,  R.  Esq.  321 
Rigaud,  S.  P.  Esq.  329 
Rimington,  J.  Esq.  366 
Robertson,  T.  Esq.  362 
Robinson,  A.  Esq.  362 
Robinson,  L.  H.  Esq.  333 
Rodd,  R.  Esq.  362 
Rogers,  Colonel,  358 
Rooke,  Mrs.  H.  S.  339 
Rose,  Mrs.  S.  334 
Rose,  Rev.  H.  J.  Principal  of  King's 

College,  London,  311 
Ross,  Mrs.  337 
Rossi,  C.  Esq.  327 
Rothery,  S.  Esq.  323 
Rousseau,  G.  Esq.  350 
Row,  Mr.  W.  353 
Rowsell,  W.  Esq.  374 
Rush,  Mr.  H.  346 
Russell,  Sir  W.  366 

Sabine,  Mrs.  M.  342 

St.  Aubin,  Sir  J.  358 

St.  Helens,  Lord,  325 

Salisbury,  Marchioness  of,  368 

Salter,  C.  Esq.  323 

Sandes,  T.  W.  Esq.  362 

Saunders,  G.  Esq.  356 

Saunders,  Major  W.  358 

Saunders,  Mr.  A.  357 

Saurin,  Mrs.  A.  363 

Saurin,  Right  Hon.  W.  323 

Saxe    Weimar,  Prince  William  of, 

342 
Scholey,  Mr.  Alderman  G.  367 
Sealey,  B.  Esq.  333 
Seeker  son,  P.  Esq.  344 
Selby,  H.  C.  Esq.  323 
Sewell,  Hon.  J.  373 
Shafto,  J.  Esq.  332 
Shaw,  T.  Esq.  346 
Shuldbara,  A.L.  Esq.  356 
Shutt,  W.  Esq.  354 
Shutz,  T.  Esq.  376 
Sidney,  M.  Esq.  349 
Sidney,  Mrs.  L.  M.  353 
Sims,  W.  U.  Esq.  373 
Singh,  Maha  Rajab  Runjeet,  348 
Singleton,  H.  Esq.  364 


Deaths. — continued. 
Slack,  J.  Esq.  373 
Slade,  Major  C.  349 
Smith,  Capatn  J.  W.  334 
Smith,  Captain  J.  W.  334. 
Smith,  F.C.  Esq.  339 
Smith,  J.  Esq.  319 

Smith,  Sir  C.S.  357 

Smith,  W.  Esq.  360 

Smyth,  Major  General  J.  N.  310 

Smyth,  Miss  P.  339 

Smythe,  Lieut.- Colonel  E.  L«  358 

Sotheran,  Admiral  F.  322 

Sparks,  Lieutenant,  336 

Speranski,  Coont,  327 

Spinluff,  G.  L.  Esq.  327 

Staines,  E.  Esq.  386 

Stanhope,  Commander  R.  H.  328 

Stanhope,  Lady  H.  346 

Stapleton,  T.  Esq.  350 

Stapylton,  Miss  £.  S.  374 

Stephenson,  Major  General  Sir  B.  €< 

344 
Steuart,  General  Sir  J.  358 
Stewart,  Hon.  Mrs.  M.370 
Stewart,  J.  M.  Esq.  340 
Still,  Rev.  J.  331 
Stirling,  T.  Esq.  319 
Stoddart,  J.  F.  Esq.362 
Stoddart,  Major  G.  D.  318 
Stopfot'd,  Lady  M.  F.  334 
Strangways,  Rev.  E.  327 
Strangways,  S.  F.  Esq.  328 
Stringer,  M.  Esq.  380 
Sudeley,  Lady,  343 
Sutherland,  Duchess  Dowager  of,  319 
Sutton,  Miss  D.  M.  318 
Symmes,  Lieutenant  A.  H.&  359 

Talbot,  Hon.  G.  H.  344 

Tamworth,  Dowager  Visooontess.  3d8 

Tavel,  Lady  A.  348 

Taylor,  A.  C.  P.  E^.  323 

Taylor,  E.  Esq.  359 

Taylor,  General,  Hon.R.  342 

Taylor,  Lieut.- General  Sir  H.  334 

Teague,  T.  Esq.,  329 

Tennent,  W.  T.  D.  Esq.  362 

Terrott,  General,  365 

Thomas,  Lieutenant  J.  R.  343 

Thomas,  Mrs.  E.  367 

Thomson,A.£sq.  336 

Thomson,  J.  P.  Esq.  319 

Thomson,  R.  Esq.  339 

Thomson,  T.  Esq.  373 

Thomely,  W.  Esq.  337 

Throckmorton,  Lady,  318 

Thurlow,  W.  H.  Esq.  329 

Tonkin,  W.  H.  Esq.  328 

Topping,  Rev.  J.  354 

Trant,  M^or  General  Sir  N  369 
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Deaths. — continued. 
Travers,  F,  Esq,  339 
Trimlestown,  Lord,  367 
Trollope,  Admiral  Sir  H.  371 
Tuam,  Archbishop  of,  330 
Turner,  Rev.  G.  372 
Turnerelli,  P.  Esq.  330 
Turvile,  F.  F.  Esq.  350 
Tylden,  Mrs.  E.  328 

Underwood,  Rev.  T.  360 

Vaughan,  Sir  J.  366 
Vendramini,  J.  Esq.  322 
Vipond,  Mr.  M.  374 
Vivian,  J.  E.  Esq.  339 
Voogd,  H.  374 

Waldegrave,  Hon.  Captain  W.  (R.N.) 

311 
Walsh,  Lieut.-General  A.  358 
Walsingham,  Lord,  363 
Walterstorff,  Countess,  349 
Warde,J.  Esq.310 
Warren,  Lady,  378 
Warren,  Rear- Admiral  Sir  S.  369 
Warrington.  C.  T.  Esq.  366 
Watson,  Mrs.  H.  W.  368 
Watson,  Venerable  J.  J.  344 
Webb,  E.  Esq.  364 
Wedderburn,  Colonel  A.  355 
VVedderburn,  J,  Esq.  331 
Wellesley,  Lady  E.  377 
Welsh,  Rev.  R.  R.  342 
Wemyss,  General  D.  D.  362 
White,  Mrs.  M.  367 
Widdrington,  Lieut.-General  Sir  D. 

L.  T.  350 
Wilkins,  W.  Esq.  362 
Willett,  J.  W.  Esq.  381 
Willford,  Marquis  de,  316 
Williams,  Colonel  Sir  T.  346 
Williams,  W.  Esq.  322 
Willington,  Mrs.  J.  E.  337 
Winder,  Mrs.  A.  C.  C.  340 
Winningtou,  Sir  T.  E.  366 
Wood,  J.  P.  Esq.  313 
AVood,  Rev.  R.  377 
Wood,  Very  Rev.  J.  335 
Woolnough,  Commander  J.  C.  333 
Wordsworth,  Mrs.  C.  339 
Wraxall,  Lady,  368 
Wrede,  Field  Marshal  Prince,  311 
Wrey,  Rev.  B.  W.  359 
Wright,  Mr.  F.  331 
Wright,  W.  Esq.  354 
Wroniecki,  General,  321 
Wurtemburgh,  H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess 

Alexander,  313,  [368] 
Wyndharo,  Lieut.- General  T.  N.  341 


Deaths. — contimied. 
Ximenes,  Lieut*  321 

Yeates,  Mr.  T.  367 
Young,  Miss,  341 

Zetland,  Earl  of,  325 

Zouche,  Dowager  Lady  de  la,  381 

Debt,Public,Funded,394;Utifunded,396 
Dinner  under  the  Thames,  162 
Disqualiticatio^  for  a  juror,  144 
Dover,  entertainment  at,  to  the  Duke  of 

Wellington,  155 
Drowning,  65,  83,  84, 157,  219 
Drury-lane  Theatre,  financial  state  of, 

117 
Duels  between  the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry and  Mr.  H.  Grattan,  M.P.  80 ; 
Lord  G.  Loftus  and  Lord  Harley,  865 

Earthquake,  211 

East  Indies  vide  India 

Education,  national,  provision  for,  [140] 
vide  Parliament 

Egypt  vide  Turkey 

Embezzlement  at  the  Bank  at  Liver- 
pool, 120  ;  at  Falmouth,  129 

Emigration  from  Ireland— meeting  to 
promote,  212 

Exchequer  Bills,  funding  of,  [290] ;  vide 
Parliament 

Executions— Five  Canadian  rebels  at 
Montreal,  28 ;  at  Hertford,  Taylor 
for  the  murder  of  a  pensioner  44 ;  in 
South  Australia,  76;  in  Sydney,  84 ; 
at  Athens,  135  ;  of  Lees,  269 

Expenditure,  public,  384 

Explosions  of  Steam-boilers,  32,  174  j 
at  a  Fire- work  makers',  218 

Fall  from  Sunderland  Bndge,  269 

of  a  house  at  Edinburgh,  28 

False  witnesses,  68 

Fatal  mistake,  190 

Felony— a  distressing  case,  162,  270 

Festivities  in  the  Highlands,  189 

Fete  at  Branxholm,  188 

Fight  between  Railway  labourers,  200 

Fighting  in  the  streets,  an  M.P.  and  a 
Captain  in  the  Navy,  65 

Finance  Accounts,  382 

Fine,  infiiction  of  a— Fish  dealing  at 
Billingsgate,  144 

Fires — at  Morden,  10;  Dublin,  30; 
Warfield,  45  ;  Mountnessing,  48  ; 
Cheltenham  Theatre,  67;  in  Buck- 
lersbury,  71  ;  at  Collumpton,  Devon, 
105;  Spitalfields,  107  ;  Manchester, 
148;  New  York,  186,  229;  in  Wide- 
gate  Alley,  Bishopsgate-street,  231 
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Forgery,  case  of,   10;    at  Edinburgh 
(the  Earl  of  Stirling)  69 }   of  a  frank 
106  ;  at  Plymouth^  124 
Faarcb  —  General    remarks,    [352] ; 
opening   of  the    Session  —  King's 
speech,  [354]  ;  election  of  M.  Dupin, 
president — debate  on  the  address  in 
the  Peers,  [365}  ;  Count  Mold's  ob- 
servations on  the  evacuation  of  Anco- 
na,  [356] ;  official  censure  of  tiie  Bi- 
shop   of   Clermont — committee   for 
drawing  op  the  address  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies,  [357] ;  declaration 
of  M.  Dupin,  [358]  ;  capitulation  of 
St.  Juan  d'UUoa — discussions  on  the 
address — M.  Guizot's  speech,  [359] ; 
Count  Mol^,  M.  Theirs,  [360] ;  M. 
Martin  du  Nord,  [361]  ;   M.  AmiU 
han's  amendment,  [362] ;  M.  Sauzet, 
first  paragraph  of  the  address  carried 
by   a  majority  of  7*    M.  Lasnier's 
amendment  to  the  third  paragraph, 
[363] ;  discussion  on  the  evacuation 
of  Ancona,  [365] ;  the  French  pos- 
sessions in  Africa,  [367] ;  close  of  the 
debate  after  twelve  days  discussion 
with  a  majority  of  13  for  the  minis- 
ters, [368] ;  resignation  of  the  Mol^ 
administration,  [369]  ;  return  to  of- 
fice— dissolution  of   the   Chambers, 
[370] ;  state  of  the  country— riots — 
annual  report  on  the  Bank  of  France, 
[371] ;  the  revenue,  [372]  ;  the  elec- 
tions, 'results— second  resignation  of 
the  ministers —  provision^  cabinet 
appointed—  opening  of  the  session  by 
commission,  [373] ;  M.  Passy  elected 
president — questions  of  M.  Mauguin, 
[374] ;    explanations  of  M.  Dupin, 
[375]  ;  M.Thiers,  [376]  ;  M.  Guizot, 
[377] ;    Marquess  of  Dalmatia— M. 
Passy,  [378]  ;   M.  Teste,  M.  Lamar- 
tine.  General  Bugeaud,  M.'Odillon 
Barrot,  [379] ;  M.  Passy's  projected 
cabinet,  its  fate,  [380]  ;  apathy  of  the 
public — impatience  of  the  Chambers 
M.  Mauguin's  motion — insurrection 
of  the  12th  of  May,  [381]  ;  proceed- 
ingof  the  rioters — tranquillity  restored 
—-fate  of  the  delinquents — appoint- 
ment  of   the   Soult   administration, 
[382]  ;  proceedings  and  close  of  the 
session,  [383] 
Freedom  of  conscience,  278 
French  Queen,  assault  on  the,  204 
Frost,  John,    Lord  J,    Russeirs    cor- 
respondence with,  22  —  vide   New- 
port 

German  publications,  229 
Glasgow,  riotous  proceedings  at,  71 


Gold-dust  robbery,  48,  91 
Grants,  dispositioo  of,  385 

Haroveb: — General  aaaemUy  of  the 
states,  [405];  constitntion  of  1833 
annulled  in  fsTOor  of  that  of  1819; 
dissolution  of  the  board  of  privy 
council,  [406] ;  creation  and  opening 
of  the  new  council  of  state  ;^  protests 
of  the  chambers ;  prorogation  ;  final 
judgment  of  the  diet,  [407] ;  the  diet 
decline  interference  in  the  constmc- 
tion  of  the  constitution ;  commiaaioQ 
appointed  by  the  King,  [406] 

Hastings,  Lady  Ftora,  case  of,  [907]  ; 
463,466 

Hay,  average  prices  of,  415 

Highway  robbery,  210 

Hoax — Lord  Brougham's  death,  209 

Holland  vide  Belgium 

Homaeopathy,  206 

Huntingdon  maiden  assiie  and  carious 
manorial  custom,  116 

Huntley,  Marquess  of.  a&irs  of,  21 1* 
268 

Hurricanes,  storms,  &c«  4, 83, 104»  176 

Identity,  question  of,  1 

Imposition,  extraordinary,  26 

Income,  public,  382 

India:— [3171;  "tate  of  the  Aflgban 
empire;  Cabool;  Peshawur,  [318]; 
Candahar ;  dismemberment  of  the 
Affghanempiro,  [319];  Herat;  dis- 
pute with  Persia;  arrival  of  Mr. Ellis 
at  Tehran,  [320];  Russian  influence, 
[321];  expedition  against  Herat, 
[322]  ;  arrival  of  an  envoy  from  He- 
rat, [324] ;  Russian  agent  captain 
Vicovicb;  mission  of  Captain  Bunies 
to  Cabool,  [325] ;  his  proceedinfs, 
[327],  [328];  Herat  unsuccessfully 
besieged,  [329] ;  Mr.  M'Neill'a  nego- 
tiation, [330],  [332] ;  failure  of  the 
assault  of  Herat;  Lieutenant  ¥ot- 
tinger,  [333];  siege  of  Herat  raised  ; 
explanations  demanded  by  Lord  Pial- 
merston  from  the  Russian  Court, 
[335] ;  Count  Nesselrode's  note  and 
explanation,  [336] ;  recal  of  Count 
Simonich  and  M.  Vioovich,  [337] ; 
camp  at  Simla,  [338] ;  the  Governor- 
general's  declaration  of  war,  [339j ; 
Sir  H.  Fane's  address  to  the  army  of 
the  Indus;  interview  between  the 
Governor-general  and  Rui\}eet  Singh, 
[340] ;  march  of  the  army;  the  Ben- 
gal division  cross  the  Indus  at  Bnlc- 
kur ;  the  whole  army  assembles  at 
Shikarpore,  [341];  the  dcfilaa  of  the 
Bolam;    sufiferings  of  the  troops; 
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InAxsL^continued, 
treachery  of  the  Khan  of  Khelat, 
[342] ;  entry  of  Shah  Soojah  at  Can- 
dahar ;  storming  of  Ghisneh,  [343]  ; 
the  British  army  enter  Cabool ;  Dost 
Mahommed  retires  to  Bokhara ;  Khe- 
lat taken  by  storm ;  honours  conferred 
on  the  Governor-general,  &c. ;  cap- 
ture of  Aden,  [344] ;  death  of  Run- 
jeet  Singh  ;  persecution  of  Christians 
in  Cochin  China  and  Tonquin  ;  depo- 
sition of  the  Rajah  of  Sattarah  ;  cap. 
ture  of  Kurnoul,  [345] 

Infanticide,  20,  38.  J  52, 198 

Infernal  machine,  240 

Inquests,  79,  99,  131,  143,  183,  195, 
207,  226,  232,  247,  249,  266 

Insolvency,  declarations  of,  416 

Intimidation  of  workmen,  233 

Inundation  in  the  west  of  England,  205; 
in  Ireland,  208,  276 ;  in  Hertford- 
shire, &C.-241 

Ireland: — present  state  of,  [4];  as- 
sassination of  Lord  Norbury,  [38] ; 
meeting  of  magistrates  at  TuUamore, 
[39];  their  resolutions;  the  precursor 
society,  [40]  ;  Mr.  O'Connell's  system 
of  agitation,  [61]  ;  introduction  of  the 
poor-law,  [298] 

JiMAiCA  :  —proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  relative  to  the  bill  for  the 
government  of  West  India  prisons, 
[96]  ;  resolutions  of  the  assembly, 
[97] ;  assembly  dissolved,  [98]  ;  ob- 
servations, [345] ;  recall  of  Sir  L. 
Smith ;  appointment  of  Sir  C.  Met- 
calfe; his  address  to  the  house  of 
assembly,  [346] ;  Mr.  Dallas'  re- 
solutions ;  answer  to  the  address, 
[347] 

Kentish  rioters,  the,  134 

Land  slip  in  Dorsetshire,  277 
Law  : — Abduction,  cases  of,  19,  34 
Appeal  case,  90 

Arches  Court,  Grant  v.  Grant.  12 
Assault,  Bone  v,  Davy,  254 
Church-rate  riot  at  Truro,  51 
Commissions  of  lunacy,  156,  266 
Compensation   for    a   prosecution, 

Williams  v.  Panton,  100 
Consistory  Court,  Lockwood  v.  Lock- 
wood,  234 
Court  of  Chancery  (Dublin),  Pike 

V.  Vigors,  8 
Crim  Con,  Pemberton,  v,  Hamilton, 

56  ;  Larkins  v,  Lewis,  81 
Defamation,  Dyert;.  Hazlewood,  17 
Doak  Com  pan  y  Shares — the  South- 
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ampton  Dock  Company  t»  Rich- 
ards, 240 

False  imprisonmeut.  Hay  v.  Bush} 
16 

Liabilities  of  a  husband,  Harvey  r. 
Norton,  276 

Libel  —  Sir  John  Conroy  v.  "  The 
Times,'*  16 ;  Harmer  v,  the 
"Bristol  Mercury,"  68;  Stojc- 
dale  V.  Hansard,  75,  230 ;  the 
Queen  v.  Frost,  78 ;  Field  v 
Austin,  86 ;  Milne  v.  Home, 
105  ;  "  The  Northern  Star," 
115:  Stephens.  "The  South 
Australian,'*  208;  Sir  J.  Om- 
maney  v,  "  The  United  Service 
.lourual,"  219  ;  Sir  C.  Shaw  v. 
*'The  Manchester  Chronicle," 
224;  Jones  v.  «*  The  Dublin 
Evening  Mail,"  253 ;  Somers 
V,  "The  Age,"  257;  Chancellor 
V,  "The  Age,"  258}  Ingram  r. 
"  The  Times,'*  267 

Misdemeanour,  the  Rev.  J.   Ste- 
phens, 48 

Trespass,  Lewis  v»  Ponsfqrd,  249 ; 
vide  Trials 

Law  decisions,  232 

Lightning,  death  by,  167 

Lord  Mayor's  day,  228 

Lunacy,  Commissions  of,  vide  Law 

Luuatic  asylum,  ill-usage  at  a,  7 

Mackenzie,  trial  of,  in  America,  84 

Mail  robbery,  79 

Malta  :  —  Address  moved  by  Lord 
Brougham  for  disallowing  the  ordi- 
nance, [220] 

Manslaughter,  John  Bull,  21 ;  Francis 
Med  hurst,  45,  61  ;  extraordinary 
cases  of,  56, 210  ;  George  Coker,  136 

Mendicants,  profits  of,  132 

Meteorological  table,  416 

Mexico  :— Dispute  with  France,  [425] ; 
Admiral  Baudin  takes  up  a  posttioa 
before  Vera  Cruz ;  bombards  the  for- 
tifications; takes  possession  of  the 
castle  of  St.  Juan  d'UUoa ;  treaty  en- 
tered into,  [426] ;  ratification  of  the 
treaty ;  hostilities  between  the  fede. 
ralists  and  the  central  government, 
[427] 

Ministers,  list  of  the,  279 

Ministry,  (the  Melbourne),  resignation 
of  the,  [118],  [J  19]  ;  singuhir  para- 
graph in  the  Globe  newspaper,  [129]; 
Hon,  W.  Cowper's  address,  [130]; 
l^rd  B rougham's  observations ,[131];^ 
altei^tions  in,  [307]. 
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Mortality,  bills  of,  416 

Murders  :— of  the  Earl  of  Norbiiry,  3 ; 
of  a  sister  by  her  brother,  7 ;  near 
Lenham.  Kent.  19;  at  Paddington, 
27 ;  at  Dundee,  31  ;  of  a  poacher,  33  ; 
at  Moimtnesfing,  37  *,  at  Eaaton  39 ; 
at  Bansha,  42 ;  near  Newark,  46 ;  at 
Manchester,  iL ;  at  Carlonr,  ib. ;  of  a 
son  by  his  father,  XK) ;  at  Brighton, 
59 ;  of  Elizabetli  Paynter,  70  ;  nt 
Woolwich,  75;  Mr.  Westwood,  76; 
of  a  father  by  bis  son,  105,  210 ;  at 
Sunderland,  121 ;  of  Joseph  Millie  at 
Newcastle,  125;  at  Preston,  141  ;  at 
Worle,  142  ;  of  a  police  serjeant  near 
Cork,  180,  208  ;  of  a  wife  by  her  hus- 
band, 188,243  ;  in  Philadelphia,  190; 
of  a  policeman  at  Deptford,  191  ;  near 
Preston,  194;  a  man  by  bis  wife, 
196;  in  new  South  Wales,  214;  at 
sea,  ih.  ;  of  an  infant  by  its  mother, 
223  ;  at  St.  Helen's  Lancashire,  256  ; 
in  France,  264 

National  Convention,  the,  138,  170 
National  Holiday— the  "Sacred  Month,' » 

139 
Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom,  398 
Newcastle,  Duke  of,  dismissal  from  the 
Lord -lieutenancy    of    Nottingham- 
shire, 67 
Newport,  Chartist  insurrection  at,  221, 
249 ;  opening  the  special  commission, 
265  ;  trials,  278,  vide  Frost,  John 
New  Zealand  : — Colonizers  of  163-171 
Nova    Scotia  :  —  Resolutions   of   the 
House    of    Assembly    for    repelling 
agressors,  [349]— riV/e  United  States 

Oath  of  an  Owenite.  inadmissible,  141 
O'Connell,  Mr.,  his  loyalty  [314] 
O'Connor,  Feargiis,  arrest  of,  178 
Opium  eating  in  England,  272 
Oxford,   visit  of   the  Grand  Duke  of 

Russia  and  the  Prince  of  the  Nether* 

lands  to,  72 
Oxford  University  examinations,  417 

Palace,  attempt  of  a  madman  to  enter 
the,  79,  246— w>/(?  Windhor  Castle 

P.ARLiAMENr:  —  Tlic  Quren's  speech, 
[61  ;  Lord  Durham's  enquiries  re- 
lative to  the  aflairs  of  C'anada ;  the 
address  moved  by  F-iOid  Lovelace,  [8] ; 
seconded  by  Ijord  Vernon  ;  Duke  of 
Wellington's  sprcch,  19);  lx)rd  Mel- 
bourup's  reply, [10]  ^  I^rd  Brougham's 
8pi»pch,  [12];  address  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  moved  by  I^Ir.  Vj.  Hul- 
ler,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  (t.  VV,  Wood, 
[14];    Mr.  T.  Duncombe's  amend- 
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ment  for  further  reform,  eeeondcd  by 
Mr.  Ward,  [16];  Mr.  Huiiie,  Mr. 
Brotherton,  Mr.  O'Connell,  and  Sir 
R.Peel,  [17];  Mr.  ViUier*8  speerh, 
[20] ;  Lord  J.  Runeirs  reply ;  Mr. 
C.  Buller,  [21];  amendment  rejected; 
sessional  orders ;  Mr.  Hume/s  motion 
for  the  omission  of  a  portion  of  them  ; 
Lord  J.  Russell's  otwervations ;  Mr. 
Hume*8  motion  lost;  Mr.  O'Connell's 
remarks  on  the  transfer  of  Limbourg 
and  Luxemboui^,  [23]  ;  Lord  Pal- 
merston's  reply,  [23] ;  resignation  of 
Lord  Glenelg,  [25] ;  treaty  with 
Austria ;  publication  of  Lord  Dur- 
ham's report  on  Canada  in  ''The 
Times,"  [26] ;  contersation  in  the 
House  of  Lords  relative  to  its  appear^ 
ance  in  a  newspaper  previous  to  its 
delivery  to  members  of  Farliament, 
[27] ;  corn-laws,  Lord  Brougfuun's 
motion,  [28] ;  speeches  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne and  the  Duke  of  Wellingtoa, 
[31]  ;  Motion  negatived ;  Mr.  Vil- 
Hers*  motion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  same  subject,  [3i]  ;  Sir 
F.  Burdett,  Mr.  M.  Phillipa,  Lord 
Howick,  [34] ;  Mr.  POulett  Thomson, 
Sir  R.  Peel,  [36] ;  Mr.  Villiers'  re- 
ply ;  motion  lost  by  a  majority  of  180, 
[37] ;  Mr.  Shaw's  motion  for  returns 
of  committals,  &c.  in  Ireland,  [40]  ; 
Lord  Morpeth*8  reply,  [  44  ]  ;  Mr. 
Colquhoun  and  Mr.  Villiers,  Stnart*s 
speeches,  [  49  ] ;  Mr.  O'Connell's 
speech,  [60] ;  debate  adjourottd ; 
Mr.  Lefroy,  Mr.  French,  Sir  C.  Style ; 
house  counted  out,  [61] ;  Lord  Roden 
moves  for  a  select  committee  of  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  Ireland  ;  Lord 
Normanby's  speech,  [52];  Duke  of 
Wellington's  observations,  [66]  \  Earl 
of  Fingall,  Lord  Melbourne,  [57]  ; 
Lord  Brougham's  speech,  [68] ;  Lord 
Plunkett's  speech ;  motion  carried  by 
a  majoritiv  of  6,  [60]  ;  Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell's  resolution  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  consequence ;  Sir  R.  Peel's 
amendment,  [62] ;  Mr.  T.  Dun- 
combe's  amendment;  Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell's speech,  [64] ;  Sir  R.  Feel  moves 
bis  amendment,  [67] ;  Mr.  Spring 
Rice's  speech }  sSljoiurnment  of  the 
debate,  [70] ;  speeches  of  Colonel  Per- 
ceval, Mr.  Lascelles,  Mn  S.  O'Brien  ; 
second  adjournment,  [  71  ] ;  Nfr. 
G rote's  speech,  [72] ;  Mr.  Gibson, 
Sir  E.  L.  Bulwer,  Mr.  Pigot,  [73]; 
Mr.  Shaw  \  third  atiljonmment ;  Mr. 
M.  0'CooDell>  Lord  Morpeth,  [74] ; 
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Sir  J.  Graham  5  Mr.  Buncombe  moves 
his  amendment;  Sir  G.  Sinclair's 
Rpeech,  [77] ;  Mr.  Ingham^  Mr. 
leader,  [78] ;  Mr.  SheiPs  speech, 
[79] ;  Speech  of  Lord  Stanley,  [80] ; 
Mr.  O'Connell :  Sir  R.  Peel's  amend- 
ment lost  by  a  majority  of  22 ;  Mr. 
T.  Buncombe's  rider  lost  by  a  majo- 
rity of  218;  .Lord  Morpeth  moves 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Irish  muni- 
cipal corporation's  bill,  [81]  ;  second 
reading  of  the  bill  carried  by  a  majo- 
rity of  26;  Sir  R.  Peel's  speech,  [82] ; 
bill  in  committee;  Mr.  Shaw's  amend- 
ment to  clause  20,  section  C ;  speeches 
of  Lord  Morpeth  and  Lord  Eliot,  [83] ; 
Sir  R.  Peel ;  amendment  negatived  ; 
third  reading,  [84] ;  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Lord's  ;  Lord  Broug- 
ham, [84] ;  Lord  Melbourne's  reply, 
[8fiJ ;  bill  in  committee  ;  Lord  Lynd- 
hursi's  amendments;  Lord  Broug- 
ham's speech,  [86] ;  amendments 
carried ;  bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  ;  amendments  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  day  three  months;  Lord 
Brougham's  resolutions  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  Ireland, 
[87] ;  Lord  Melbourne's  speech,  [92] ; 
Lord  Plunket ;  Lord  Brougham's  re- 
ply; resolutions  carried  by  a  majority 
of  34,  [93] ;  bill  to  suspend  the  con- 
stitution  of  Jamaica  for  five  years, 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Labouchere,  [98]  ; 
Mr.  Goulburn,  Sir  G.  Grey,  [99]; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  [100];  Sir  R.  Peel, 
[101];  Sir  S.  Lushington,  [102]; 
Lord  Stanley,  Lord  J.  Russell,  [103] ; 
second  reading  of  the  bill ;  Sir  R. 
Peel's  speech;  counsel  heard  against 
the  bill,  [104] ;  committal  of  the  bill 
moved  ;  Sir  R.  Peel,  [105] ;  Mr. 
Labouchere,  [109] ;  Mr.  Godson,  Mr. 
C.  Duller,  [111]  ;  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr. 
Maclean,  Sir  E.  Wilmot,  [113]  ;  Mr. 
Grote,  Mr.  Warburton,  [114];  Mr. 
Gladstone,  [115]  ;  Sir  S.  Lushington, 
Lord  Stanley,  [117]  ;  Lord  J.  Russell ; 
majority  in  favour  of  going  into  com- 
mittee, 5,  [118]  ;  resignation  of  mi- 
nisters; Lord  J.  Russell,  [119];  Sir 
R.  Peel's  explanation  of  his  failure  to 
form  an  administration,  [120];  Lord 
J.  Russell's  reply,  [125];  Sir  R. 
Peel,  Lord  Melbourne,  [127]  ;  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  [128];  Earl  of 
Winchilsea's  question  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  new  government,  [132] ; 
Lord  Melbourne's  reply,  [133] ;  Lord 


Brougham's  speech,  [134] ;  Marqu«86 
of  Normanby,  [137];  resignation  of 
the  speakership  by  Mr.  Abercrombie ; 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  proposed  for  speaker 
by  Mr.  Handley ;  Sir  S.  Lushington 
seconds  the  proposition,  [138];  Mr. 
W.  Wynn  proposes  Mr.  Goulburn  for 
speaker;  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Patten ; 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  elected  by  a  majo- 
rity of  18,  [139] ;  national  education ; 
Lord  J.  Russell's  speech,  [141] ;  Lord 
Stanley's  amendment,  [143] ;  Lord 
Morpeth's  defence  of  the  government 
measure,  [145];  Lord  Ashley's 
speech,  [146] ;  Mr.  Hawes,  [148]  ; 
Lord  F.  Egerton,  Mr.  Wyse,  [149'  ; 
Mr.  C.  Buller,  [161] ;  Mr.  D'Israeli, 
Sir  G.  Staunton,  Mr.  Gibson,  [1521$ 
Sir  R.  IngUs,  Mr.  O^Connell,  [153] ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  [154] ;  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  J.  Graham, 
[156] ;  Lord  John  Russell,  [157]; 
Sir  R.  Peel,  [159];  measure  carried 
by  a  majority  of  5,  [160] ;  house  in 
committee  ;  Lord  Mahon  opposes  the 
grant  of  30,000/. ;  Mr.  Sheil's  speech, 
[161];  Mr.  Goulburn  ;  ministers  earry 
their  motion  by  a  majority  of  2,  [16S] ; 
debate  on  the  same  subject  in  the 
House  of  Lords ;  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury's speech,  [164];  his  reso- 
lutions ;  Marquess  of  Lansdowne's 
speech,  [165];  Bishop  of  Exeter, 
[166];  Bishop  of  London,  [167]; 
Lord  Brougham,  [169] ;  Duke  of 
Wellington,  [17O];  Lord  Melbourne, 
majority  in  favour  of  the  resolutions, 
111  ;  the  Queen's  answer  to  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  Lords,  [171]  ;  Lord 
Brougham's  plan,  [172];  Canada- 
Lord  Durham's  report,  [173] ;  Lord 
Durham's  speech,  [174];  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  moves  for  copies  of 
Sir  F.  Head's  correspondence  ;  Lord 
Melbourne's  speech,  [  176  ] ;  Lord 
Brougham's  speech  ;  appointment  of 
Mr.  Turlon;  Earl  of  Winchelsea's 
motion,  [178];  Lord  Durham  takes 
the  responsibility  of  the  appoint- 
ment on  himself;  Lord  Durham's 
line  of  policy  for  the  government 
of  Canada,  [179];  the  Queen^s 
message,  recommending  the  union 
of  the  two  provinces ;  Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell introduces  the  measure  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  [182]  ;  his  reso- 
lutions ;  objections  of  Mr.  Hume ; 
adjournment  of  the  House  moved ; 
Sir  R.  Peel's  speecli,  [186]  ;  Mr.  C. 
Buller,  [187] ;  Mr.  O'Connell ;  Lord 
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J.  RusselPs  reply ;  adjourned  debate; 
alteration  of  the  government  measure, 
[1^];  address  of  the  house  of  as- 
sembly of  Upper  Canada  on  Lord 
Durham's  report ;  resumption  of  the 
debate ;  Lord  J.  Russell's  speech, 
[190]  3  leave  g^ven  to  bring  in  the 
bill ;  discussion  on  the  expenses  of 
Lord  Durham ;  Sir  S.  Canning's 
remarks,  [191]  5  Mr.  C.  Buller, 
Mr.  Goulburn,  Mr.  Labouchere, 
[192];  second  reading  of  the  bill; 
Sir  G.  Sinclair's  speech ;  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell,  Mr.  C.  Buller,  Mr.  Leader, 
[193]  ;  Sir  R.  Peel,  Lord  J.  Russell, 
Mr.  EUice,  [194] ;  debate  on  going 
into  committee ;  Sir  W.  Molesworth's 
motion;  Sir  G.  Grey's  reply,  [195]; 
Sir  C.  Grey,  [196]  ;  Sir  R.  Peel, 
[197];  Lord  J.  Russell's  reply;  Mr. 
C.  Buller,  [199];  Mr.  Labouchere; 
bouse  in  committee ;  debate  on  the 
clauses ;  bill  brought  forward  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  Marquess  of 
Normanbv,  [201]  ;  Lord  Brougham's 
speech,  [203]  ;  Lord  Melboorne,  the 
Dulce  of  Wellington,  [205];  Lord 
Durham,  [206] ;  second  Jamaica  bill 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Labouchere,  [209] ; 
Sir  R.  Peel's  observations,  [210] ;  Lord 
J.  Russell,  Mr.  Hume,  Sir  C.  Grey  ; 
house  in  committee ;  Sir  £.  Sugden, 
[211];  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Mr.  Goulbum,  Mr.  Shell,  [212]; 
the  first  clause  carried  by  a  majority 
of 34;  third  reading;  Mr.  Goulbum 
moves  the  omission  of  the  first  clause ; 
Mr.  Hume  seconds  the  amendment ; 
Lord  J.  Russell,  Sir  R.  Peel,  [2 J  3] ; 
amendment  lost;  second  reading  of 
the  bill  in  the  house  of  lords ;  the 
Marquess  of  Normanby's  speech  cen- 
sured by  the  Duke  of  Wellington ; 
house  in  committee;  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  moves  the  expulsion  of  the  first 
clause,  [214] ;  Lord  Glenelg's  speech, 
[215]  i  Marquess  of  Normanby,  Lord 
Brougham,  [216];  I^rd  Melbourne's 
reply,  [218];  the  clause  expunged  by 
a  majority  of  69  ;Lord  Brougham's 
amendment  to  the  second  clause  ; 
report  brought  up  ;  Lord  Melbourne, 
Marquess  of  Normanby,  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  [219];  bill  read  a  third 
time ;  the  Lords  amendments  agreed 
to  by  the  Commons ;  Malta  ;address 
moved  by  Lord  Brougham,  [220]  ; 
Lord  Glenelg's  reply,  [221]  .Mar- 
quess of  Normanby,  Duke  of  VVelling- 
ton»  [223] ;  address  witbdrawn  ;  Gar 
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of  Ripon's  motion  relative  to  the  abo- 
lition of  sundry  legal  offices,  [234] ; 
Lord  Glenelg's  reply,  [225]  ;  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Lord  Brougham, 
[226] ;  Marquess  of  Normanby ;  mo. 
tion  agreed  to;  Mr.  Ward's  reaolu- 
tions  relative  to  the  disposal  of  waste 
lands  in  the  colonies,  [228] ;  Sir  W. 
Molesworth's  speech,  [236] ;  Mr.  La- 
bouchere, [238] ;  Mr.  Warburton,  Lord 
Howick,  [240];  Mr.  Ward's  reply; 
resolutions  withdrawn,  [241]  ;  bill  for 
the  snppression  of  the  Portuguese 
slave-trade,  [242] ;  passes  the  House 
of  Commons  without  discnssion ;  se- 
cond reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
Lord  Minto's  speech,  [243] ;  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  opposes  the  bill ; 
Lord  Melbourne's  speech,  [345] ;  the 
Earl  of  Minto's  reply;  bill  thrown  out, 
[246];  Lord  Brougham's  address  to 
the  crown  on  the  same  subject  carried, 
her  Majesty's  answer,  [247]  ;  second 
bill,  brought  In  by  Lord  Mmerston 
[248] ;  carried  through  its  several 
stages  in  the  Commons;  second  read- 
in  the  House  of  Lords  moved  by 
Lord  Melbourne;  opposition  of  tiie 
Duke  of  Wellington  to  the  measure, 
[250] ;  Lord  Brougham's  speech, 
[252] ;  the  Bishop  of  London,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  [253] ;  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  Lord  Minto,  second  reading 
carried  by  a  majority  of  1 1 ;  protest 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington;  Ull  in 
committee ;  Lord  Lyndhurst's  amend- 
ments, [254] ;  bill  read  a  third  time  f 
protest  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
against  the  third  reading ;  bill  passed 
with  Lord  Lyndhurst's  amendments ; 
Marquess  of  Londonderry's  questions 
on  Spanish  affiurs,  [255];  Lord  Cla- 
rendon's  reply,  [356] ;  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  speech,  [258];  Lord 
Sandon's  motion  on  the  state  of 
the  trade  with  Mexico  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  [259] ;  Lord  Palmerston's  re- 
ply, [263] ;  Mr.  E.  TennenfS  amend- 
ment, [2651 ;  Mr.  Grote,  Sir  S.  Lush- 
ington,  [267] ;  Mr.  Alderman  Thom- 
son, Mr.  C.  Wood,  [368] ;  Sir  R. 
Peel's  speech,  [369];  amendment 
withdrawn  ;  original  motion  agreed 
to ;  Lord  Strangford's  motion  on  the 
blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the 
French,  [270] ;  Lord  Melbourne's  re- 
ply* [271]  ;  Lord  Ashburton,  Lord 
Aberdeen,  [373];  Mr,  Grate's  motion 
on  the  ballot,  [373]  Mr.  Macanlay's 
speeqh,  [375]  {  Mr,  BAilneSj^  Lord  i. 
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Parliament — continued. 
Russell,    [277]  ;    Mr.  Shiel,  Sir.  J. 
Graham,  Lord  Howick,  [278];  Sir  R. 
Peel's  motion  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  118;  report  of  the  committee  on 
printed   papers ;   Stockdale  v,  Han- 
sard, [279] ;  Discussion  on  the  con- 
sideration   of    the   report ;   Lord    J. 
Russell ;   Mr,   Warburton's   amend- 
ment; Sir  R.  Inglis's  amendment  lost 
by  a   majority  of  18  ;   prisons  bill, 
[280]  ;  the  "  National  petition  ; »'  Mr. 
T.  Attwood  ;  motion  defeated  ;  Lord 
J,    Russell's    measure    for    ensuring 
tranquillity  ;  Birmingham  police  bill, 
[281] ;  Manchester  and  Bolton  police 
bill ;  county  constabulary  bill ;    in- 
crease of  the  army  ;  [x)rd  J.  Russell's 
speech,  [282] ;  the   budget ;  army  ; 
navy  and  ordnance  estimates,  [283]  ; 
income  and  expenditure,  [284] ;  re- 
duction  of    postage,   Mr.   Goulburn, 
[285];  Sir  R.  Peel;  committee;  Mr, 
Goulburn's  amendment,   [286]  ;  the 
Chancellorof  the  Exchequer  ;  Sir  R. 
Peel,  [287] ;  Mr.  P.  Thomson;  mea- 
sure carried  by  a  majority  of  102; 
bill  passes  the  Commons ;  read  a  se- 
cond time  in  the  House  of  Lords ; 
Duke  of  Wellington's  speech,  [288]  ; 
funding  of  exchequer  bills;  the  Chan- 
cellorof the  Exchequer's  explanations 
[291]  ;  Mr.   Hume's  inquiries  ;  Lord 
Lyndhurst's  speech  on  the  labours  of 
the  session,  [292] ;  Lord  Melbourne's 
reply,  [293]  ;  Lord  Brougham,  Duke 
of  Wellington ;  address  of  the  Speaker 
at  the  close  of  the  session  ;  her  Ma- 
jesty's speech,  [294]  ;  prorogation  of 
parliament,  [296] 

Patents,  473 

Peel,  Sir  R— his  explanations  on  his 
failute  to  form  an  administration, 
[120]  i  address  to,  from  Shrewsbury, 
[131];  answer,  [132] 

Poachers,  affray  with,  60 

POCTRY,  482 

Poisoning,  15,57,  190,  191,  196 
Poor-law  commissioners,  fifth  annual 
report,  [297]  ;  riots  at  Todmorden, 
[298] ,  introduction  of  the  measure 
in  Ireland,  [299] 
Portugal  :  —  Slave-trade  ;  bill  intro- 
duced in  the  British  parliament, 
[242]  ;  extraordinary  session  of  the 
Cortes ;  Queen's  speech,  [397];  open- 
ing of  the  regular  Cortes  ;  debates  on 
the  address ;  defeat  of  the  ministry 
on  tlie  force  of  the  standing  army ; 
resignation  ;  ministry  of  Sabrosa  ; 
Joan  voted,  [398] ;  close  of  the  ses- 
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Portugal  — continued. 
sion ;  Lord  Pdlmerston's  slave-trade 
bill ;  dismissal  of  the  Sabrosa  cabi- 
net ;    Count    de    Bomfin   appointed 
prime  minister,  [399] ;  vide  Parlia- 
ment 
Post-office   despatch  ;  attempted  inter- 
view with  the  Queen,  262 
Postage,  reduction  of,  [285] ;  254,  vide 

Parliament. 
President  steam -ship,  the,  256 
Privilege  qujestion^-sale  at  Messrs.  Han- 
sard's,  270 
Privy  council  extraordinary ;  the  Queen's 

marriage,  240 
"  Progress  "  of  Queen  Adelaide,  202 
Promotions,  303 

Public  Documents  (Foreign)  :  —  Hol- 
land and  Belgium ;  protocol  of  the 
conference  held  at  the  Foreign  Office, 
Dec.  6, 1838,  421  ;  commercial  treaty 
between    Holland    and    the    United 
States,  427 ;  China  ;  Edict  from  the 
Imperial  Commissioners  to  foreigners 
of  all  nations,  429;  trade  with  China, 
public  notice  to  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's subjects,  433;    Hatti  Sheriff 
read  by  Reschid  Pacha  to  the  races 
subject  to  the  Sultan,  435;  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  Sublime  Porte 
and    Great    Britain,   437  ;     United 
States  ;     the    President's    message, 
439;  (Domestic)  ;  —  Letters  to   the 
Queen  from  Lady  Loudon  and  Vis- 
count Melbourne's  replies,  463  ;   Sir 
J.  Clark's  statement  of  the  case  of  the 
late  Lady  Flora  Hastings,  466 
Expenditure,  384 

Funded  Debt,  394 

Income,  382 

Quarrel  between  gentlemen,  194 
Queen,  The,  announces  her  intended 
marriage,  [313]  ;  insult  to  the,  112; 
suitor  to  the,  151 ;  address  to  the, 
from  the  creditors  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Kent,  198 — vide  Palaces —  Windsor 
Castle 

Dowager,   Return  of  the,  72  ; 

progress  of  the,  202 

Railway  Accidents,  30,  107,  135,158, 
214 

Rains,  heavy,  175,  242,  260 

Receipt,  value  of  a,  191 

Republican  insurrection  in  France,  69 

Revenue,  382 

"  Revivals"  in  Scotland,  160,  193 

Riot,  case  of,  in  Norfolk,  59 ;  at  a  the- 
atre, 119;  at  Cambridge,  263;  vide 
Birmingham,  Newport 
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Robberies,  163, 168,  207 
Roman  Catholic  church,  new  one,  116 
Rowing  match  on  the  Thames,  55 
Royal  Exchange,  the,  218 

George,  the,  blowing  up  of  the 

wreck,  185,  232 

Searching,  abuse  of  the  right  of,  108 

Seduction,  170,  207 

Sheriffs,  list  of,  280 

Shipping  list?,  398 

Shipwrecks,  4,  26,  246 

Skeleton,  discovery  of  a,  175 

Slave  question — the  Amistad  slave  ship, 

186 
■    ^    ship,  capture  of  a,  1 99 

trade,  vide  Portugal 

Spain: — Questions  in  the  British  Par- 
liament relative    to  Spanish    affairs, 
[255] ;  state  of  parties,  [384] ;  proro- 
gation of  the  chambers  ;  exertions  for 
the    approaching  campaign,    [385]  ; 
forces  of  the  Christinos  and  Carlists  ; 
opening  of  the  campaign  in  Arragon ; 
General     Ayerbe     defeats    Cabrera, 
[386]  ;  Maroto  takes  command  of  the 
Carlists  ;    massacres    six    generals  ; 
meeting  with  Don  Carlos  at  Tolosa, 
[387] ;   expels   his  rivals    from    the 
court ;  follows  Espartero  into  Santan- 
der;  General  Van  Halen  superseded  ; 
Espartero  takes  Ramales  and  Guarda- 
mino,  [388] ;   advances  into  Biscay; 
takes  Orduna ;    created  Duke  of  Vic- 
tory; Diego  Leon  repulsed  from  Es- 
tella;  capture  of  Ripol,  by  the  Comte 
d'E^pagne,    [389]  ;    changes  in  the 
cabinet;   dissolution  of  the  Cortes  ; 
Mr.  Aston  succeeds  Lord  Clarendon 
as  British  minister  at  Madrid,  [390] ; 
advance  of    Espartero  ;    success    of 
O'Donnell  in  Valencia  ;    strength  of 
the  army  of  the  north,  [391] ;   reap- 
pearance of  Muniaggori  in  the  Basque 
provinces  ;  intrigues  in  the  court  and 
camp  of  Don   Carlos,  [392] ;   conven- 
tion of  Bergara ;  submission  of  Ma- 
roto,    [393]  ;     Espartero    advances 
through  Guipuscoa;  Don  Carlos  re- 
tires into  the  defiles  of  the  Bastan, 
and  takes  refuge  in    France  ;   re-as- 
gembling    of   the    Cortes  ;    Queen's 
Speech,    [394  ]j    Fueros  bill ;    Am- 
nesty; Calatrava  elected   president; 
discussions,  [395]  ;  sentimental  scene 
in  the  chamber ;  bill  passed  ;  address, 
[396]  ;    dissolution    of    the    Cortes, 
[397]  J  vide  Parliament 
Speaker,  resignation  of  Mr.  Abercrom- 
bie,  and  election  of  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre, 
[137] ;  vide  Parliament 


State  of  parties,  [1] 

Stephens,  the  Rev.  J.>  addresses  of,  67 ; 
trial  of,  147 

Stephenson,  Mr.  R.  the  engineer,  pre- 
sent to,  233 

Stock,  prices  of,  414 

Straw,  average  prices  of,  415 

Sudden  Death,  167 

Suicides,  15,  27>  134,  136,  156,  159, 
165,  178,  179,  194,  195,  205,  312, 
220, 226, 229,  232 

Suitor  to  the  Queen,  151 

Sunday  fishing,  159 

Sussex,  Duke  of,  at  Newcastle,  325 

Swindling  transactions,  260 

Temperance  in  Ireland,  247 

Thomas,  Colonel,  censured  by  the 
Horse  Guards  for  being  present  at  a 
dinner  where  an  objectionable  speech 
was  delivered,  [311] 

Todtnorden,  poor-law  riot  at,  [298] 

Tournament  at  Eglintoun  castle,  153 

Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  397 

Trades'  Unions,  202 

Trials  : — Special  commission  (Ireland), 
8  ;  of  one  of  the  seconds  in  the  duel 
on  Wimbledon  common,  20  ;  for 
murder  at  Warwick,  51  :  of  the 
Llanidloes  rioters,  113 ;  of  Powell,  the 
Chartist  leader,  114  ;  of  Vincent  and 
others,  128  ;  of  the  Manchester 
Chartists,  132  ;  at  Chester,  144  ;  of 
the  Rev.  J.  Stephens,  147 ;  of  M'Dou- 
all,  148  ;  of  the  Bolton  Chartists,  155; 
at  Montreal,  198 ;  in  South  Austra- 
lia, 213  ;  of  the  Leigh  Chartists,  230 ; 
special  commission,  Monmouth,  265, 
278 

in  Paris,  Gisquet  v.  Messager, 
1  ;  of  English  boxers,  4  ;  the  young 
heiress  of  Sampayo,  10;  children  in 
pledge  for  their  parent's  debts,  102; 
sentence  on  the  conspirators,  106; 
curious  case  of  swindling,  258  ;  fraud 
on  the  Paris  English  benevolent  so- 
ciety, 263 

Turkey: — Preparations  for  the  Inva- 
sion of  Syria,  [408] ;  efforts  of  the 
European  powers  to  prevent  hostili- 
ties ;  note  of  Mehemet  All :  decla- 
ration of  war  by  the  Sultan,  [409]  ; 
address  of  the  Sultan  to  the  fleet; 
advance  of  the  Seraskier  upon  the 
Syrian  frontier ;  march  of  Ibrahim 
Pacha  ;  battle  of  Nezib ;  defeat  of  the 
Seraskier ;  mission  of  M.  Caillet, 
[410] ;  death  of  the  Sultan  ;  changes 
in  the  ministry ;  Kosrew  Pacha  ap- 
pointed Grand  Visier,  [411]  ;  the 
Cap!  tan  Pacha  takes   the  Fleet  to 
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Turkey^r—eoniinued* 

Alexandria;  proposals  of  the  Sul* 
tan  and  reply  of  Mebemet  All ;  Me* 
bemet  All's  circular  to  all  the  Pa- 
chas, [412]  ;  note  of  the  ambassadors 
at  Constantinople,  on  the  £astera 
question  ;  Marshal  Soult's  circular ; 
proposed  conference  at  Vienna,  ob- 
jected to  by  Russia ;  mission  of  M. 
Brunow  ;  conference  removed  to 
London,  [413] ;  legislative  reforms; 
the  Hatti  Sherif  of  Gul-Khoneb, 
[414] 

Unfunded  debt,  396 

UiirrED  States  : — The  President's  mcs- 
Mge,  [415]  ;  the  revemie ;  the  In- 
dian tribes,  [416]  ;  the  boundary 
question  ;  resolution  of  the  Con- 
gress for  the  exclusion  of  the  aboli- 
tion question,  [417];  disputes  be- 
tween the  district  of  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick  ;  proclamation  of  Sir  J. 
Harvey,  [418]  ;  message  of  Governor 
Fairfield  ;  propositions  from  New 
Brunswick}  [419]  ;  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth, 
[420]  ;  President's  message  to  Con- 


United  Statea  emUmndm 
gress  OD  the  sab}eet«  [^1] ;  debtte, 
[433] ;  temporary  ammgenient  com- 
municated to  Congiett ;  violeDt 
speeches,  [433]  ;  matter  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  aflbira, 
[424] ;  debates  in  the  bouse  of  rep- 
resentatives and  senate  of  Mnfaie: 
temporaiy  insolvency  of  ^e  United 
States  Bank,  [435]  ;  tmfo  Caiuda— 
—New  BftUirsvncK— Nota  Sootu^— 

PUBUO  DOCUMBHTB 

Vessels  bnilt  and  registered,  400 

Waste  lands  in  the  ootonies,  Mr. 
Ward's  resolutions  concerning,  [338] 
— 9tV«  Paruameiit 

Ways  and  means,  S93 

WeUington,  Duke  of,  bis  obaervatiooe  on 
the  Birmingham  riots  [307] ;  dinner 
to,  at  Dover,  as  Lord  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  [308];  Lord  Bioug- 
bam's  speech,  [309] ;  illness  of,  839 
-memorial  (IBdinbnrgb),  376 


Windsor  Castle^  windoir  •  brokm  at»  M ; 
attempt  of  a  nmniac  to  «iter,  84i  ; 
vkie  Palace 
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